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n the beginning came the gover-
nor’s challenge: If each of Missis-
sippi’s churches would help just
one poor family back on its feet,
welfare could end. “God, not govern-
ment, will be the savior of welfare recip-
ients,” Gov. Kirk Fordice likes to say.
That’s how Frances White, a jobless
mother facing eviction from a crum-
bling house, suddenly found herself
adopted by a suburban church. There
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THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN
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Some politicians say faith-
based programs cure social

ills. But the needs are

huge and a backlash grows
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were good deeds (church members paid
White’s bills), communion (they took
her kids shopping) and finally redemp-
tion (through one congregant, White
found a job as a hospital records clerk
and now is partly off welfare).

Not long ago, no governor or politician
could get away with asking churches to
do the antipoverty work that is normally
the responsibility of government. And it
would have been the height of hokeyness

to suggest that churches, synagogues and
mosques could cure the drug addicted,
feed the hungry, house the homeless, re-
habilitate the criminal and lift the poor
better than government. Yet with Presi-
dent Clinton and Congress agreeing to
end welfare as we know it, there is talk of
second welfare revolution: Let
churches and charities, not government,
provide more of the social safety net.
Republican presidential nominee Bob
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