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BY HAND 

The Honorable William F. Clinger, Jr. 
Chairman 
Committee on Government Reform 

and Oversight 
2157 Rayburn House Office Building 
U. s. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

In my letter to you of May 9, 1996, I notified you of 
the President's decision to invoke a protective claim of 
executive privilege over certain confidential internal White 
House documents generated by the Counsel's Office. This step was 
necessary due to the Committee's termination of efforts to reach 
an accommodation for handling these documents. 

As I explained in my letter, there are established 
written procedures for inVOking executive privilege and, prior to 
the Committee's vote on its contempt resolution, the White House 
initiated the first of these steps in order to assert the 
protective claim. As you know, the procedures further require 
consultation with the Attorney General prior to a final assertion 
of executive privilege for each specific document. That process 
has now been completed and the President has made a final 
decision as to the specific documents over which he is claiming 
executive privilege. The President reached his decision after 
receiving the enclosed letter from the Attorney General in which 
she states that the assertion of executive privilege as to these 
specific documents is proper. An index of those documents is 
enclosed. 

Also enclosed are documents numbered CGE 
These are confidential documents over which the President, in 
conSUltation with the Attorney General, has decided not to invoke 
executive privilege. 

We have not included in this production a small number 
of documents (totaling 19 pages) that reflect communications 
between the White House and Members of Congress or their staffs. 
We understand from the representation you made in our meeting on 
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May 8th and your 
Mrs. Collins by 
not seeking this 
described in the 

subsequent confirmation of that understanding 
letter of May 23, 1996, that the committee is 
material. As you requested, this material is 
Attachment to this letter. 

to 

Finally, by letter dated May 8, 1996, you expanded the 
request for electronic mail made in Paragraph 26 of the January 
11, 1996 subpoenas. We have completed the additional search you 
requested and identified no responsive documents. 

Sincerely, 

Jack Quinn 
Counsel to the President 

cc: Honorable Cardiss Collins 
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Attachment 

Documents Reflecting Congressional Communications 
Otherwise Responsive to the January 11, 1996 Subpoenas 

(19 Pages) 

1. Draft file memoranda memorializing meeting between 
Government Reform majority staff and White House 
Counsel's Office. 

2. Notes describing conversations with Government Reform 
majority staff member. 

3. Copy of telcopy from Government Reform majority staff 
member with notation from White House lawyer. 

4. Notes of meetings and telephone conversations between 
White House staff and Democratic congressional staff 
members. 

5. Memorandum summar1z1ng converations with Democratic 
Members of Government Reform Committee. 

6. Telecopies to and from Democratic congressional staff 
and White House staff. 
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CONCLusION 

The petition for a writ of certiorari should be granted. 

Respectfully submitted. 

DREW S. DAYS, III 
Solicitor General 

FRANK W. HUNGER 
Assistant Attorney General 

EDWIN S. KNEEDLER 
Deputy SoliGitor General 

MALCOLM L. STEWART 
ASsistant to the solicitor General 

DOUGLAS N. LETTER 
SCOTT R. McINTOSH 

Attornp.YA 
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