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Federal Court Camera Ban Continued 
Panel of Top u.s. Judges 
Breaks From Trend Taken 
By Majority 0/ the States 

By Joan Biskupic 
,,~,.. SulfWmer 

At a time when television viewers have 
ready ~ to ~I! drama Of state court 1rials. 
the natiOriStop ederal judRS v4ted Yesterday 
to k~ cameras out of federal courtrooms, 

In a secret yote. the policy-making U.S. Ju
diciaI' Conference reieCied a recommendinon 
that woald Illi\'e expanded to aD courtS! 'pilot 
projm that allowed cameras at ciVil tnils and 
appl!3ls III eight courts. The JUd:.es also votea 
~eJ1DSOlute ban on cam TiS at ll>dji.ral 

s. 
l'he action. a striking reminder of ho ... , much 

the federal judges cling to tradition. breaks 
from a trend in state courts to open their "iIOqrs 
to te~n cameras and still photographers. 
An '0 etwllelltililg ma~ri~ of the states now 
=ereVlsed co\'el'ije Of some judicial pro-

"1'iI:;'appear to have slammed the door on 
a very important experiment. which, if it had 
been expanded, would ha\'e benefited people 
throughout the country," said Timothy B. O)"k. 
a Washington lawyer who has been pushing to 
open federal courtrooms on behalf oC news me
dia organizations. 

The judges' vote mubs the millions of view
ers who have twned TV trials into a pastime. 
Court TV, which has been 00 cable since 1991. 
has been popular with its hoor tipon hour of le
gal proceedings. While Cou."1 TV plainly is a 
hit with sensational cases, such as the OJ. 
Simpson double-murder case. its staple is rou
tine crimin.al trials from all corners of the 
country. Court TV inventor and CEO Steven 
Brill says the network educates viewers about 
the legal system as much as it entertains. 

But judges have long worried cameras 
would be c:fisruptive and influence conduct of 
lawyys, iudgeS. bJrors and witnesses. the 
Simpson trial bas generated debate over 
whether too mUCh pubnat)' can cost a def~-
dan" a lair tilit. . . 

1 be 27-JUdge conference. led by Chief Jus
tice William H. Rehnquist. did not make public 
any explanation of its vote. But spokesman Da
vid A. Sellers said yesterday. "'the tenor of con
cern was potential impact on jurors and v.it
nesses. tbe view bilng that an}' negative 
impaermUld be a threat to the fair administra
tion 'of justice." The vote 19a1llst converting 
th ee-year 0 ro 0 a t 
ve e was at" to 1 ers said. 

e ee-year pilot projeCt In ed trial 
courts in Indiana. Massachusetts. Michigan. 
New York. Pennsylvania and Washington 
state. Puticipating appeals courts were the 
2nd Circuit. based in Ne\\' York, and the 9th 
Circuit. based in San Fnnciseo. 

The Federal udicial Center, th 
search~~~=~~==,o~=:::::: 

success. Earlier this year, it issued an exten
sive e\'aJuation and reported the present; of 
ca.nleras "did not disrupt court proceedings, @C
fect ,.E.articipants in thc pmceedillg& or iDter
fere with the administration of iustice." Re
searchers aCkilowledgcd a "small number of 
participants" said cameras have negath'e ef
fects. 

The Judicial Conference's committee study
ing the subject had recommended the expen
menf1ie made nnanent. Under the TO 

grOtln eSt any ederal judie would have bed 
the discretion to den a ~ uest Cor tele\ision 
coverage. As it stands. the pilot will en 
3l. 
-=rn times past in this (' 

wanted to find out about a se could go do\l,'I1 
to the courthouse and ~ lch and learn," Oyk 
said. "That isn't feasible )' more. Now people 
",:ho want to watch federal courts will be 
confined to secondh d reports." 

The Judicial Co erence. which meets twice 
a year, includes 'ef judges of the 13 federal 
circuits, a di 'ct judge from 12 geographic 
regions and 'cl judge of the Court of Interna
tional T 
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U.S. Judges 
Vote Down 
TVin Courts 

3.}'earExperirnent 
To End on Dec. 31 

By LINDA GREENHOUSE 

I 
The 27·member Judicial Confer· 

ence, which is headed by Chief Jus· 
tlce William H. Rehnqulst, consist! 

. or the chief judges of the 13 Federal 
appellate circuits and judges fJ1lm 
district courts In each circuit. 

The conference's hostility 10 sam. 
eras In the courtroom WIS '00&: 
Slanding and well known, so It was a 
surprise tour !dears a:o when ihe 
group approv the lIot PmJe<:l. 
That action came after prodding by 
RobeI'I W. Kastenmeier, a former 
member 01 the House of Representa· 
tlves from Wisconsin, who at the 
time headed the House Judiciary 
subcommittee that oversees the ad· 
ministration of the Federal cour1$. 

Th1! experiment was monitored by 
the Federal Judicial center, the reo 

f:~fi::Tss~~cr: i'!t1!rs: im~. 
ab e reo\brt on the protect's first two 
years. e rer::r said ludges whose 
coilftrooms hi been the subject iil 
teleVision coverage had dlsce[ned 
few Ii any problems and had tener. 
ally ¥n pleasantly surprised y the 
expenence. 

"'But because the experiment was 
so limited, that experience was Jim· 
ited (0 judges in only 6 of the 94 
district courts and 2 of the 13 elr· 
CUiIS. The district courts were In 
IndIanapolis, Boston, Detroit, Phila
delphia, Seattle and Manhattan. The 
appeals cOUrts were the Second Cir
cuit. based in Manhattan, and the 
Ninth Circuit, based in San Francis· 
co. The judges In these courts a 
proved nlOIl 0 

era an severa 
an a 
eras 
~e members of the Judicial 

Conrerence said In Interviews Jast 
week thaI they were not persuaded 
that the experiment had been worth· 
while. These judges cited 8 pa~sage 
in the Federal Judldal Center s re
port £hit noted most of the bro.deist 
Images from the courtroom ap
peared lO. be usia merely as tiit:k~ 
ground tor the reporter', commen· 
tary and did not let vleINers actuAlly 
w!fness muCh Of ihe proeeedlliss for 
themselves. 

Nonetheless, It had bee~enerally 
expected that the conference ii a . 
Whole would defer to the faYP[Jble 
recommendation of the commUtee 
that had the mO~1 ~~t~Cf 
with the proleci jhiii c;;IiiftiUtH. 
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