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Rhode Island Oil Spill 



E X E CUT I V E OFF ICE o F THE PRE SID E N T 

Il-Feb-1996 04:00pm 

TO: Elena Kagan 

FROM: Bradley M. Campbell 
Council on Environmental Quality 

SUBJECT: Call follow-up 

I tried to reach you last week so that we might discuss the Rhode 
Island spill and its aftermath (I have been apprised that you are 
coordinating all WH contacts on this issue). Please call at your 
convenience, and in the meantime I'd apreciate being kept in the 
loop. 
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u.s. Department of Justice (I 
, Environment and Natural Resources Division 

Office of the Assistant Attorney General Washington. D.C. 20530 

CONFIRMATION NUMBER (202) 514-2701 

FAX NUMBER (202) 514-0557 

NO. OF PAGES: (INCLUDING COVER PAGE) 

TO: 

TELEPHONE NO.: 

FAX NO.: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

MESSAGE: 

PLEASE NOTIFY SENDER IMMEDIATELY IF YOU HAVE ANY PROBLEMS 
RECEIVING THESE PAGES. 
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1 R: 23 '8'202 514 0557 

O.f1:e of th~ Assiu"nt Attornl'Y G"n~r~l 

The Hc~orable Jack Reed 

OAAG ENRO 

U.S. Department of Justice 

k'DSII""gI0". D.C. :05.~O 

~N'26 1996 

United Sta~es House of Representatives 
Wash~~g~c~, D.C. 205:5-3902 

~ea~ C=~g~essma~ Reed: 

IaJ 002/004 

Tte rl~~or~ey Ge~eral has asked me to respond ~o your le~~er 
c~ Ja~~a~y 22, 1996, ~esa~~i~g the oil spi~l from the Ta~k Ba~3e 
NC?.":':i ::A?£ c:: -: t::'.e coas': == R::'ode Island. We share your cor..cer~ 
abo'..:c the e~v':"ror:ment.al i!:1pact.s of t!:is spill and about t::e need. 
=or a ti~e:y response coor~~na~ed among the appropriate =ede~a: 
a~d sta~e agenc:es. 

T~e Department became ':"nvolved in the NORTH CAPE o~: spi:l 
this pasc '"eeke:1d immediat.ely aft.er noti.fication of the disas-:er 
~hrough ou~ represe~~at.ives ~r: t~e Reg':"~~al a~1 Nat.~onal Resp~nse 
Teams . r~ part ic'.;lar, .:;;.n~:-.c.~..! j,;~Gio':'c., Assiscanc Uni :.ed States 
Attorney for the District of Rhode Is:and, worked closely wit~ 
the federal and state natural resource trustees and other agency 
representacives at meetings at the Unified command Center at. 
Galilee, Rhode Island, near tr.e site of the s;~ll, when the spill 
=leanup =~rst began. We also immediately broug~t in expertise 
=~~~ ~~e Envi~onment and Natural Reso~rces Division, and the 
Admiralty Branch of the Civil Division in Washington, D.C. 

We are also coordinating with other federal and state 
agencies. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) and the Department of the Interior (001) I which are the 
federal natural resource trustees in this case and which have 
extensive expertise on oil spill responses, are working with the 
Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management collecting 
extensive data relevant to the valuation of damages and to tr.e 
selection of the appropriate restoration actions.. Water column, 
sediment, and biological sampling has begun. In this respect, we 
appreciate Governor Almond's request for cooperation and intend 
to work with the State closely to redress the effects of this 
serious environmental incident. 
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The Department will also coordinate with other 
Departments involved in responding to the oil spill. Our 
Department representatives in Rhode Island will continue to be 
available, and our other experts will visit the State and the 

Ial 003/004 

" spill area as the need arises. Please feel free to contact this ,.1,' 
( office if we can be of any further assistance. 

"" .... I~:oJIIr'IC:r.;ew Fo is ",,-;I. r: 
Assistant Attorney General 
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~ongrt~~ of tbe ilnittb ~tatt' 
_ou.t of !\eprdt.ntatitltB 

Ulasf}ington. B(( 20515-3902 

January 22. 1996 

The Honorable Janet Reno 
U.s. Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Tenth Street and Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

Dear At~orney General Reno: 

Ial 004/004 

!"\.EASE RESPONU 10; 
"._lON: 

o "'0 to.o~ 8uo.",_ 
W_-""N, DC 2011'-_ 

12021ZU-2735 

o CMloeN C"y Cl!otTt~ 
1«1 M,OW_y PI acr 

SIIIi. , 
CA.NaTON,RIQ2970 

I0I01, M2 21110 
TDD Ibuy ROOOtIC I ... NI' 

'....(tIIIO'7~ 

I write regarding a recent catastrophe that has befallen 
hundreds of Rhode Island workers. 

This weekend, almost one million gallons of home heating oil 
were spilled off the coast of my state. Tbis incident caused the 
immediate closure of many shellfish bads, as well as of the 
state's lobstering industry. 

This is tbe largest oil spill in my state1s history, and the 
economic dislocation caused by the spill is threatening the 
livelihoods of hundreds of bard working Rhode Island families. 

Last night, in a conversation with president Clinton, ~ode 
Island Governor Lincoln Almond reques~ed that representatives of 
the Justice Department visit our state to help prepare damage 
claims. With the severe hardShips the spill is causing in mind. 
I would urge you to take this vital action as soon as possible. 

I have alao contacted the Department of Commerce. the 
Department of Lahor, the Pederal Emergency Management Agency, the 
Small Business Administration, and the White House regarding the 
impact of this weekend's oil spill. I cannot overstate the 
importance of the Administration responding to this situation in 
a rapid and comprehensive manner. 

I appreciate your a 
forward to ~orking with 

to this request, and I look 

Congress 


