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'# LOGGING DISPUTE ,,' 

-Oregon's Eeo-Warriors 
Confront Chain S'aws' 
With a Rust~d PontiNe" 
:!~~~~#~.. ':,~~11,~~;!~,: " 

,. _.' . , .", " ." ca.VE:JUIICtION"ORL 'A' HALF-MILE up logging road 08o~k,tlu~sis~ti;National ' 
, Forest, an e~camp~ent of ~o:.warriors pr~p~;~ .face'; 

bulldozers and chain saws. 'OJ.'ey'ye dug ,a ditcli~8Cross the~ , 
road, built a rock and log barricadei'an~ dragged out ~cO.Ji Pon~­
tiac - all more symbolic than actuaUrii'pedirnents to uee'c;quers. 

About a dozen acti~ with th't{ Siskiyou FO~;uerenders 
BRAD KNICKERBOCJ(ER, have been./arrested·~ so 

, ';:f3ij:,p~~ "s3ivage:.':' 

TAKING A STAND: A young protester ma7lS 

her post at a blockade across a US Forest 
Service road in the Siskiyou Nat~l 
Forest in southern Oregan. 

1000000"~in the natioDal -
,forests. These. p~tests, 

played . out. 'amid • 'the. 
, conifers are, beIDg~ re­
peated around the, West , 
and the rest of the coun­
try as opposition to in­
creased logging on fed­
eral forests spreads. ' 
, This week,. ~ laWII1!Jk- ' 
ers in Washington, "(j:C., ' 
turn. their attention' fo, 
the issue, decidiiig 
whether to extend a sal­

. vage logging law, de­
signed to remove dam­

. aged timber. It's a 
controversial subject 
that has roused debate 

, among economists, nat­
ural scientists, religious, 
leaders - and politicians 
trying to balance jobs 
and the environment. 

See LOGGIlIG Page 4 

=...-: • 
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Eco-Warriors Take On{~Hain;Saws 
LOGGING from Page. 1 did Dot Fisher-Smith, an elderly· gressional debate to a 1995 spend- passed. "Senator Ciaig's legislation 

woman who locked ~erself .to a log ing bill providing relief for Bosnian. provides a careful .and . pragmatic 
Proponents say salvage logging truck at the Croman Corporation refugees and victims of the Okla- solution that will meet the needs of 

is a way to support resource-de- headquarters in Ashland. homa City· bombing. Clinton later Western forests':-and rural 
pendent communities while restor- "I was.moved by a desire to dis- said signing the bill was a mistake.' economies," . says Intermountain 
ing forest health. Salvage logging pel the grmving myth that .only A new. bill, sponsored by Sen. Forest Industry ASsociation eXecu­
has a role to play, they say, partic- young, wild 'hippie' types do radi- Larry Craig &) of Idaho, would tive vice president Jim Riley. 
ularly since the practice of sup- cal actions for. what they believe," continue the salvage logging, on . 
pressing wild. flres has become. Mrs. ' ·.in:a'll)~.: ~~;~ lands' an~ .. ~~e. the Bow to keep,.~:I~~~t ~thy 
popular in recent decades, which wanted to , p~ess. The m~.ure: lS.peededj, But some .. ~erts.·argue that 
has removed one natural tool to rid ':,~~;' ,~eiuit()r Craig saYS;'beCaUs.~ of~":tbe': Craig's bill . could harm forest 
the forest of aging and weak trees. 'seriobs-:deterioration of the fo'rest' health. In a letter.to .Clinton urging 

'Critics say the rush . . . "'''',;:[:,~:;;'''. "'" . "~ ',',;'} BRAoKNICKERBOCKER tb3t he.veto the bill, a 
to log does more harm _ gr:~~p.~,qf)(~.~~ 
than good to the envi- .. sg.~n£~':bW:st.;month 
ronment, that many . wained that'~e,envi-

_ '., ..:~ ....... , ':;;£'N" i .. ~' .... 
healthy, green trees ronmental:; costs .. of 

are being cut in addi- . salasso~ciated";~~,lO~ro'ad:ngb:~ui1'~dd_ 
tion to weak ones, and 
that salvage logging is .~\..~2~1fP~eigh 
just an excuse to con- . the:J>~~t§::,,~,,:: ;', 
tinue subsidizing the "Because" salvage 
timber industry. lo~~g:re~~~es~nat-

At least 600. people liraLflre,bie3ks,'ii bo-
.' : • J'-e_...J.t-,i.' '_. '_l_ 

have been arrested in .. m9~~i~~,AJle; !and-
Oregon and Washing- scaP.~ and: 'increases 
ton alone since the susceptibility to cata-
first of the year. They ~~ .strqphi~::!!r~· ~d in-
have violated official sect;,. \ outbreaks," the 
bans on entering cer- scientiSiswrote. 
tain parts of national As~ihe. controversy 
forests. They have conUQueS,-:"the atti-
conducted sit-down tude:'by,$c;>ine on both 
strikes and perched in .,.. . . 'to be 
trees or tall' tripods. 
Some have used bicy­
cle~locks to shackle 
th~lves. by~' 
,~"og trucks: 

And although some .. equipineni ;~vas 
groups of forest ac- .. ~~~b':lt,no on~ 
tivists look like camp PROTECTING TREES: Siskiyau Farest Defenders take a symbolic stand ag'ainst logging in 1IlltimuJ,lfarests. ~Jt'Qrt.-. (No one 
followers from a They face off against the timber industry behind a ditch fortified by rock.<; and logs. claimed!, .resPOnsibil-
Grateful Dead tour, ~·])ut:~ have 
many of those arrested fit society's way and can be equally. passionate lands',fro'ii't";; v3.riety' ~f illS·.indud- spiked tre~ iJ{ ~;~p.ast:) .' .. ,'~ " 
defmition of "respectable." and concerned." In considering the ing;drollght, iDsect and disease at- More recentIY~;a-·i~ercU grand 

Dressed in suits and ties, former misdemeanor charge against her, tacks, and·t.inruitural wildfire. jury in Eugene, Ore:, chaiged three 
congressman Jim Jontz' and municipal Judge Alan Drescher ,,"0 ,SlmP1y 'put our heads in the' men with illegalJy 'Ioggmg some 
Audubon Society vice president sentenced Fisher-Smith to create a sand and cIaim there isn't a forest· 6,000 acres iii.northern Gal.i(o~a. 
Brock Evans were bauledbefore a dialogue between environmental- health. probiem.would be to deny The men are an:eg~ to.fuiv~ of­
magistrate (along with 200 others) ists and timbe~-compa.nr officials .. good stewardship,"~e says: "Wh8.t fered to remove.w.seaseo.,irees, but 
for refusing to disperse at the Sug-. I am offering is a tool for profes~ then cut down healthy timber .. 
arloaf timber sale in Oregon. Busi- LoggiDg law politics .sionals ... to use to help manage Meanwhile, at the' China Left 
nessman Gary Schrodt, who owns Last year, President Clinton forests, be~I:" ::- ""~:~' ".~,.:<,,~:~~, ': .timber site her~,. protesters con­
a small woods-products factory signed a law allowing salvage log- The-timber indUstry (which 'has , tinue to wait.until the rains, and 
and mail-order business in Ash- ging in federal forests for one year.. been a !Jig ,campaign contributor.to therefore the logging, resume, 
land, Ore., joined protesters. So The law was att3.chedwithout con- Craig), is,~er t9"see the, ,bill Recently" the, px:otesters, 
r-------------"---------::------------:.-'-.--.. -----:'----'-, camped out and,relying' on others 

'oj'. ''::' ,;, ., to bring in supplies,.were visited by 

Gathering ofWh~esSJ~mps Re~~~J~p.~rs,. ;!!T.::"TV~es~ n:~:~~' 
OfF THE CHANNn ISLANDS. CAUF.· 'Scientists first nOticed .. the. inC"..!"eRSe in "','.blue ~ 

L ARGE numbers of endangered blue whales \vhales'in l<;)cal waters in'"1991, 'and ii 1993 study:' 
have gathered offshore, dra~. dozens of indicated about 2,000 blue whales along .the Cali-

. marine biologists who want to know why. fornia.coast .. Preliminary researct. suggests that the 
Aboard six ships, scientists from the National Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary con­

Oceanic and AtmospheriC Administration and other tains the ,most concentrated blue whale population 
experts are working on a three-week project this in the world. 
summer to tag and track the whales electronically. The. animals have been listed as endangered 

Thfee blue whales w~re tagged and followed last since 1966, victims of the. overzealous whaling in­
week, but scientists have seen many more. To tag dustry in the fIrst half of the century. Scientists be­
the whales, scientists use a crossbow to fire a dart lieve there once were 400,000 blue whales roaming 
into blubber on the creature's back. A computer the world's oceans, but now there are only 12,000. 
records the depth and . length of every dive the The blue whales feed on krill, a small, bright-red 
whale takes. crustaCean similar to shrimp, But the Channel Is-

The martlffials, some up to 100 feet long, have lands are hardly the only place where krill thrive, 
congregated about 20 miles west of the Channel Is- which makes researcherswondei what 'else might 
lands, which are about 25 miles southwest of Santa be drawing the whales to the area.' . 
Barbara and 75 miles northwest of Los Angeles. ", - ASsociated Press. 

. protests; she has been arres.t:ed at 
n1.ld~ar sitef' before. "U's ~n ~b(\m­
iniItion that. this land should be 
logged," she said .after flying over 
in a light plane: '." 

Among those who came to lend 
moral support was Mike Rummel, a 
grandfather and wallpaper hanger. 
"Ten or 15 years from now I can at 
least say I did 'my part," he says. 

Others emphasize national for­
ests are the property of all Ameri­
cans. "They belong to children in 
Philadelphia, to retired people in 
New York, to farmers in the Mid­
west," says Jean Crawford, director 
of the Siskiyou Regi!)nal Education 

. PI:oject, an enVironmental group. 
"The.public lands.a:re'.all.ihe land 

1.-___ ---:. ________________________ ---------..... that some of us wiU.ever.own."< 



Environmental Responsibility, which obtained the March 
inspector general's rePort under the Freedom of 
Information Act and provided a copy of it to the Los 
Angeles Times. . 

The group, an association of state and federal land 
management and environmental employees, represents the 
former timI>er theft task force investigators who have 

. filed whistle-blower complaints againsi the Forest 
Service. 

(End optional trim) 

In response to the inspector general's conclusions, the 
Forest Service vowed to revise' its timber sale 
administration handbook by Sept 30 to incorporate the 
audit's recommendations. 

In addition, Manuel Martinez, the Forest Service's head 
of law enforcement, said Monday that the agency will now, 
require timber sale administrators 'to inform law, 
enforcement of any possible timber theft on the day it is 
discovered. 

He said the agency needs more money to' hire an 
additional 200 or so officers to check loads of logs 
leaving the forests. He said that his 460 uniformed 
9fficers are each responsible for an average of 499 square 
miles. The Forest Services also deploys about 160 
investigators. 

Mediator Says Freemen Ready for Conditional 
Surrender (Jordan)ByKim Murphy= (c) 1996, 
Los Angeles Times= 

JORDAN, Mont. Former Army Col. James "Bo" Gritz, 
looking exhausted Monday as he drove through a howling 
rain after a third day of talks, said that the "Freemen" 
locked in a five-week-old standoff with the FBI here are, 
ready to surrender if their leaders are given safe passage 
to present their case to the'Montana . Legislature. 

. It was the second' settlement offer iIi two days and 
seemingly no more promising than the earlier demapd for 
the federal government's approval of the group's 
anti-government credos but Gritz said he has received 
assurances that two state government representatives would 
meet with the 20 hold~uts Sometime' Tuesday. 

Gritz said he also expected to fmalize plans for the 
" release of two young girls locked jri the compound with 

their mother, and for a Freeman sympathizer wanted in an 
unrelated South Carolina case. 

"This could be the log .that releases the jam," Gritz 
. told reporters after' a four-hour meeting at the 960-acre 

ranch. "They want safe passage to Helena (the state 
capital), and I think the FBI's going to grant them that. 
All they want is a forum where they Can make their case." 

Gritz said the Freemen leaders want the public to hear 
their argUment that the nation's fundamental legal system 

. has been corrupted. "They'll present their case, and if 
they're rejected by those men that are the law, then this 
is something that win result in their submiSSIon to what 
is the law," Gritz said. 

Federal authorities continued to refuse to allow former 
anti-government militant Randy Weaver to enter the Freemen 
compound. In an interview Monday, he said local FBI 
officials have been stymied in their attempts· to resolve 
the conflict by a hard-line stance in Washington, D.C. 

,"The local Feds here say they're all for it, but then 
Washington says no. Pride and ego are standing in the way. 
They figure if I go in there and talk 'em out, I'll get 
the . credit. It's pride, it's childish and it's scary, 
actually," Weaver said. 

It was Gritz, accompanied by retired Phoenix Police 
Officer Jack McLamb, who ended the ,1992 standoff between 
Weaver and FBI agents in Ruby Ridge, Idaho, in which 
Weaver:s wife and teen-age son and a federal marshal were 
killed. The 57-year-old Gritz· has a loyal following among 
right-wing militants and has opened his own survivalist 
compound, called Almost Heaven, near Kamiah, Idaho. 

On Monday, Gritz taped a segment of his weekly radio 
talk show at the Veterans of Foreign Wars hall in Jordan, 

then drove out to the ranch with McLamb. 
On Sunday, Gritz emerged from the COIDPGUIld 

26-page document challenging the COlllStiltutioll18li~ 
FBI, the Internal Revenue Service and other federal 
agencies. The Freemen have pledged to walk out if 
government clD disprove the legality of their claims, 
Gritz said Monday that he still had received no response 
to the document from the U.S. attorney in Billings . 
. Garfield County Attorney Nick Murnion, who has spent 

years battling the Freemen over their common law courts, 
refusal to pay taxes and challenges to state and federal 
government agencies, said there was nothing new in the 
Freemen's legal claims., 

"TheY're trying to support their contention that they 
can declare therr independence from all of the laws. The 
question, as Mr. GritZ put it, is what proof would 
suffice? They, of course, believe there's a conspiracy 
that involves all of the media, all of the attorneys, all 
of the judges and all of the government. So who is it that 
could speak to this at all, other than Mr. Gritz?"' 
Murnion said. 

Still, he added, GritZ's involvement represents the 
most positive development in the standoff, which began 
when the FBI moved in to arrest Freeman leaders Leroy 
Schweitzer and Donald E. Peterson on March 25. 

I 

"There's some hope," Murnion said. "I think he 
(Gritz) is of the right pOlitical persuasion, and 
certainly probably has more credibility with these folks 
than a lot of potential negotiators; So he does seem to 
offer them the possibility to come out in a more dignified 
manner." 

(Optional add end) 

Glitz appeared overcome with emotion and close to tears 
Monday. as he described his talks with Edwin Clark, son of 
ranch owner Ralph Clark, whom he called •. a genuine salt 
of the earth type" who had been taken over by 
"p8rasites" and forced into the standoff. Like others in 
Jordan, Gritz has sought to draw a distinction between the 
old Jordan farmers like the Clarks and militant Freemen 
who moved into the Jo,dan ranch when the law was closing 
in on them elsewhere. 

Gritz said he talked quietly with Clark in the car for 
a long time before fmally leaving the compound alone. 
"It's like he's reaching out, and the only thing to take 
his hand is a rattlesnake, instead of a lifeline," Gritz 
said. "I was sitting there so long in the car, and I just 
kept wanting to put it in drive and go through the veil." 

Woman's Asylum Bid Raises Awareness of 
Genital Mutiiation(Washn)By Robert L. Jackson= 
(c) 1996, Los Angeles Times= 

WASHINGTON - As her hearing approaches before a 
high-level immigration board, a young womim who fled the. 
threat of forced genital mutilation in her native Togo seems 
likely to gain sympathetic treatment in a plea for poiitical 
asylum here. 

Fauziya Kasinga, 19, will present her case to the U.s. 
Board of Immigration Appeals on Thursday. Her attorneys 
will ask the board to grant her the asylum refused last 
year by a lower court or at least to remand her case for a 
fuller -hearing before the same judge. 

Freed from. 16 months of incarceration last week when 
immigration authorities took note of her much-publicized 
plight, Kasinga has been supported by professors and 
students at the law sch091 of American University in 
Washington. The case is shedding light on a tribal ritual 
designed to keep young women chaste in Africa and parts of 
Asia. 

"I feel very happy to be here," Kasinga told a news 
briefing Monday. She added that "I would be very happy if 
the whole world would end the practice," which 'is 
sometimes referred to as female circumcision and which can 
lead to serious illness or death. 

Human rights advocates estimate that 60,000 women face 
the risk. of this ritual every day in nearly 30 countries, 



Groups Are Divided 00 Proposal to 
U .. , .... ' ..... Wage By Vicki Torres= (c) 

Angeles Times= 
House Republicans thwart Democratic efforts to pass 

in the minimum wage, their natural allies business 
are divided on the issue and seem much more willing 

compromise. 
The National Federation of Independent Businesses, the 

largest small-business organization in the United States, 
mounted aggressive opposition to a wage hike proposal that 
now appears stalled in Congress. 

Jack Faris, president of the 600,000-member group, 
predicts that many marginal small companies would be 
forced out of business if the minimum wage is increased 
from $4.25 an hour. 

"Small-business owners are standing on tiptoe at the 
deep end of the pool," Faris said. "Another inch is 
going to drown them." 

But in contrast with the federation's intense 
letter-writing, phone and fax campaign opposing a minimum 
wage hike , other small-business associations have kept a _ 
stunning silence on the issue. The National Association of 
Women Business Owners, the National Association for the 
Self-Employed and the American Franchisee Association, 
among others, have taken no official position. 

The reason is that, the federation's claims 
notwithstanding, small-business owners are not 
monolithically opposed to a minimum ",age increase. Many 
small-business groups say their members are sPlit on the 
proposals. 

"For most small businesses, it's not an issue because 
most pay more than minimum wage," said Scott Hauge, who 
oversees legislative affairs for the 125,000-member _ 
California Small Business Association. 

"I hate to see small business portrayed as being on 
-the bandwagon against a minimum wage increase," Hauge 
added, "bC:cause it makes it seem like we're all a bunch 
of hamburger flippers." _ 

Only about 5.3 percent of hourly paid workers, or 3.6 
million nationwide, receive the $4.25 minimum wage, 
according to 1995 data from the federal Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. Although no data exist for workers paid by 
piece-rate or job, or who receive a salary, federal 
economists believe the same percentage holds, for a total 
of 6.6 million working at the minimum wage. 

Several proposals to increase the minimum wage are on 
the table. At the federal level, Democrats on Thursday , 
pledged to continue their fight for President Clinton's 
propOsal to increase the minimum wage 90 cents to $5.15 
hourly. Meanwhile, House Republican leaders fended off an 
effort by moderate Republicans for a $1 increase. 

Economists disagree about the extent to which a minimum 
wage increase would cost jobs or hurt businesses. For 
small-business owners, the question boils down to what 
industry they are operating in or their political views, 
advocates for small business say. 

Small-business owners using higher-wage, specialized 
workers in high-tech or consulting industries are likely 
to be indifferent to minimum wage issues, Hauge said. 

But restaurant operators, small manufacturers and 
retail shop owners who rely on minimum wage workers are 
likely to strongly oppose increases, he said. 

(Optional add end) 

Yet even in those industries, business owners may start 
their workers at minimum wage but raise their pay 
relatively quickly, so that many small-business owners are 
already paying above the minimum wage, Hauge said. 

Karen Caplan, president of the 500-member Los Angeles 
chapter of the National Association of Women Business 
Owners, said a January survey found her members to be 
split nearly down the middle, with 55 percent opposed to a 
minimum wage increase and 45 percent in favor. 

The reason many women business owners favor a wage hike 
may be because they are more likely to run service or 
consulting businesses, for example, that employ 
higher-paid administrative and clerical workers rather 

than the low-skilled or nonskilled laborers found in 
industrial settings, Caplan said. 

In addition, women business owners may view a minimum 
wage increase as a societal "healing process" and not 
simply as a bottom-line issue, she said. 

That is also a consideration for ethnic or racial 
business associations, such as the 1,500-member Black 
Business Association and the 2,500-member Latin Business 
Association, two Los Angeles-based organizations that 
support a minimum wage increase. 

Frank Moran, head of the Latino group, said his members 
not only view the issue from a cost perspective but also 
with a keen sensitivity to the plight of industrial 
laborers, many of whom are Latinos. 

But Moran said the group would like to see other 
measures that would make life easier for small businesses 
such as health-care reform and substitution of time off 
for overtime pay. 

Forest Service Fails to Act On Timber Theft, 
Audit Fiods(Washo)By. Alan C. Miller= (e) 1996, 
Los Angeles Times= 

WASHINGTON The U.S. Forest Service often fails to 
follQw its own policies intended to prevent, identify and punish 
the theft of valuable -timber by logging companies in national 
forests~ the Agriculture Department's inspector general has 
found . 

• • Without the proper controls in place to prevent and 
to detect timber theft, the Forest Servi~e reduces the 
likelihood of identifying ~eft when it occurs and of 
prosecuting suspected individuals or businesses involved 
in the activity," the government auditor said following a 
review of across-section of timber sales for the past two 
fiscal years. 

The 34-page report concluded that Forest Service 
personnel frequently did not maintain complete inventory 
records of tracer paint used to designate trees to be cut 
or conduct sufficient tests to verify the au~enticity of 
the paint. It also said employees failed to perform the 
required number of spot checks of trucks hauling logs out 
of the national forests and did not always perform 
required internal reviews to detenillne the adequacy of 
timber theft prevention controls or to ensure that 
necessary corrective action had been taken. 

Even when the agency's timber sale administrators 
determined that unauthorized trees had been logged, they 
often did not inform law enforcement personnel because 
they did not consider the action "serious enough" to do 
so -despite agency directives requiring such notification, 
the report said. 

According to the audit, inspection reports showed that 
loggers had cut undesignated timber in 26 of the 61 sales 
they reviewed but that sale administrators informed the 
agency's law enforcement personnel of only six of those 
cases. The loggers paid for the extra timber in each case 
but generally were allowed to do so through a contract 
adjustment, rather than facing a possible criminal 
inquiry. 

"Continued tolerance of this practice : .. not only 
undermines the integrity of sale markings and boundaries, 
but could also compromise future investigations of timber 
theft cases," the audit warned. 

(Begin optional trim) 

The fmdings by the inspector general of the 
Agriculture Department, which oversees the Forest Service, 
are the latest criticism of the agency's efforts to combat 
timber theft by companies that log on public lands. 
Advocacy groups representing six members of a special 
timber theft task force that was disbanded by Forest 
Service Chief Jack Ward Thomas last year have contended 
that the agency has not made timber theft a priority and, 
in one case, obstructed a major inquiry. 

"This audit makes a mockery of Forest Service claims 
of diligence in the war against timber theft," said Jeff 
De Bonis, executive director of the Public Employees for 



Trade Gap·Shrank Sharply in February 
Decline in Oil Imports, Rise 

In Plane Exports Helped 
Reduce the Deficit 17% 

By RoBERT S ... GREENBERGER 
Staff RepoTter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 

WASHINGTON-:-The U.S. trade deficit 
narrowed significantly in February, aided 
by reduced oil Imports and a snapback in 
aircraft exports.' , 

The February gap in goods and services 
trade declined 17% to a seasonally adjusted 
$8.19 billion, from a downward revised 
deficit of $9.88 billion in January. Exports ; 
climbed to $68.10 billion In February from 
$66.19 billion in January, and imports fell 
to $16.29 billion 'from $16.61 billion. 

Although February's figures were 
largely influenced by a, return to more 
normal winter weather, several econo­
mists said the gap will continue to narrow 
during the rest of 1996. That would be 
sunny news for President Clinton, whose 
trade record has become a contentious 
election-year issue. Commerce Secretary­
designate Mickey Kantor seized on the 
news, saying it "confirms the long-term 
trend towards Improved trade ~ults ... 

The politically sensitive trade deficit 
with Japan dropped in February to $3.89 
billion from $4.11 billion a year earlier 
largely because the yen remains strong 
against the dollar. The red-ink total with 
China, however, swelled to $2.43 billion In 
February, from $1.91 billion a year earlier. 
Beijing's critics are certain to emphasize 
the expanding trade deficit with China" 

which ballooned to nearly $34 billion In , F',,.' __ ,_, 
1995, during next month's congressional 
debate on renewing China's "most' favored 

. nation" trading status. 
Weather Affected on 

, By volume, oil Imports dropped about 
12% from . January, and the priCe fell to 
S16.18 a barrel ·from $16.45. Brian Horri­
gan, vice president and senior economist -
at Loomis Sayles & Co. In Boston, cited 
"the abnormal weather in January and the 
return of normality in February." 

. Alan Levenson, a money market econo­
mist at UBS Securitles in New York, said 
imports In general will probably continue 
at a reduced level hi the second quarter as 
businesses work off inventories. 

The rise in February exports followed 
the mercury. Mr. Horrigan noted that 
January's blizzards hurt exports more 
than Imports because many goods coming 
into the U.S. enter through West Coast 
ports, where the weather Is milder, while 
many exports are shipped from Great 
Lakes or Northeast facilities. ' 

Shipments of U.S. civilian aircraft, al­
ways a volatile sector, Increased' more 
than $700 million in February after failing 
a similar amount In January. Exports were 
slow~d In January by the effects of last 
fall's strike at Boeing Co.. 

. Positive Trend Is Expected 
Barring further surprises from the 

weather or other events, Mr. Levenson 
predicted that "we should see a trend 
towards improved trade deficits through 
the end of this year." 

Separately, the Labor Department re­
ported that ,a 1.1% spike in petroleum 
prices - the biggest jump in nearly two 
years - sent U.S. import prices up 0.5% in 

March. Excluding fuels, however, import 
prices fell 0.4% in March due to widespread 
price declines for capital goods, imported 
foods arid drinks, cars, consumer goods 
and industrial supplies. 

For the year ended in March, import 
prices overall rose 1.6%, compared 'with a 
6.3% rise In the previous year. 

PrIces for exports, meanwhile, slipped 
0.1% In March, due to-a' continuing decline 
hi prices ,for exported nonagricultural 
commodities, the government said .. But 
agricultural export prices resumed their 
upward climb, riSing 1.3% in March. 
Overall, export prices rose,l.4% during the 
pasfyear. 

TRADE 
Here are the Commerce Department's monllliv trade 

figures. In billions of dollars. 

Tata'E~ ............................. .. 
Goods ...................................... .. 
Services ................................... . 

Tatallmporh ...... : ....................... . 
Goods ...................................... .. 
Services ................................... . 

OYerall trade balance ................. .. 
Goods ....... : ................... : ........... . 
Services ................................... . 

Feb. 
199' ' 

S61.l0 
49.n 
18.38 
76,29 
63.51 
12.78 

-1.1' 
-13.79 

5.59 

Jan • 
199' 

$66.79 
49.01 
17.78 
76.47 
6..:09 
12.59 
-UI 

-15.08 
5.20 

For the rull text or the government's trade 
report, see The Wall Street,JournaI'a Money & 
Investing Update at http://update.w8j.com on 
the Internet's World Wide Web. -
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xposure to Workplace Toblicco Smoke 
s Greater Than Believed, Study Says 

. t Sierra Club Toughens 
Its Stance on Logging 
On All Public Lands 

By TIMOTHY NOA1l 
Staff RePOrter of THE WALL 5pEET J OtIRNAL 

WASHINGTON - Passive smoke in the 
workplace might be a much bigger 'health 
danger than U.S. workers have been led to 
believe, according to a new government 
study. ' 

The new findings-come from the Cen­
ters for Disease Control, and appear in a 

Hearts and WaUets at Odds 
It'. unlikely that either individuals or 
mutual funds will be able to kick the 
Qbit or inveatblg in tobacco compaDies. 
Fund Track, page Cl. 

special issue of the Journal of the Ameri- . 
can Medical Association on the health 
impacts of tobacco. At a news Conference 
yesterday to publicize the journal's re­
search, AMA officials urged investors to 
avoid 13 stocks and 1,474 mutual funds that 
invest in tobacco manufacturing. The AMA 
shed its own tobacco holdings in 1986. 

The passive-smoke findings represent 
the most extensive data ever compiled on 
nonsmokers' exposure to cigarette smoke 
in' the TJ.S. The new information will likely 
add ballast to antismOking groups' efforts 
at the federal, state and local levels to ban 
smoking in office buildings and other 
public places. 

According to the study, 87.9% of all 
nonsmokers in the U.S.' have detectable 
levels of cotinine in their blood. Cotinine is 
a nicotine residue that turns up in the blood 
serum of individuals exposed to tobacco 
smoke. The survey, conducted from 1988 to 
1991, involved physical examinations of 
12,678 individuals nationwide. 
Nonsmokers Understate Exposure 

Of the nonsmokers surveyed, 12.4% 
reported they were exposed to tobacco 
smoke at work only, compared with 7.7% 
who reported they were exposed to tobacco 
smoke at home only; 38.8% reported no 
exposure at all, and 3.1% reported expo­
sure at both home and work. 

smokers exposed to tobacco at work. 
"I:he federal Occupational Health and 

Safety Administration has proposed a reg- Bya WALL STREET JOURNAL Staff Reporter 
ulation that would ban virtually all smok- . SAN FRANCISCO - A Sierra Club fac-
ing in the workplace. But the agency has tion has succeeded in an effort to toughen 
moved slowly in issuing a final rule - it the big environmental group's stand 
isn't expected this year - partly because against logging on public lands. 
agency officials are combing through a In a move sure to roil the nation's 
mountain of .public comments and partly oldest and most influential defenders of 
because of budget cuts. The new findings the environment, club members voted to 
were made availAble to OSHA before its approve a plan stating the club will work to 
comment period on the smoking rule ended "protect all public. land in the U.S. by 
in mid-January.' advocating an end to all commercial log-

The Environmental Protection Agency ging" on them. The measure passed with 
declared passive smoke a carcinogen about 66% of the vote; under club bylaws, it 
nearly four years ago, but their finding has becomes official Sierra Club policy. 
stirred some controversy in the scientific The Sierra Club has 600,000 members. 
community. A recent report by the Con- This stance is far more hard-line than its 
gressional Research Service expressed past positions on public-lands logging, 
such uncertainty on the topic that advo- which called for sharply reducing but not 
cates for and against tobacco both claimed ending commercial cutting. 
vindication from it.' Th~ vote reflects a split that has 

But James Pirkle, the study's lead been festering for years, caused by many 
author, yesterday said the new findings grass-roots club activists' disenchantment 
are "much better data than the CRS report with the club's leadership. who many 
ever looked at" activists believe have compromised too 

But Brennan Dilwson, a spokeswoman much in key environinental disputes over 
for the Tobacco Institute, said of the JAMA logging, grazing and mining. 
findings, "it's not a health-effects study.~' The t~ugher stance ~as ~upported ~Y 
She said the' study focused on nicotine, such enVlronme~tal. lummarte,s as .DaVId 
exposure as measured in "molecules," and; Brower, the club s fIrst executIve dl,rector 
that the source of these trace amounts ~and a current board member. B~t It was 
might be certain foods, such as tomatoes or oPJ?Osed by s?me w~ll-known enVlronmen­
potatoes, or a "momentary whiff" of to- tallSts, too, mcludmg, Dave Forema~" a 
bacco smoke. co-founder of the enVlI'Onmental actlVlst 

.,. group Earth First! He, like other opponents 
of the shift, fears that the hard-line stance 
will increase tensions' between forest de­
fenders and timber interests, and could 
cost support in CongreSs. 

Chad Hanson, an activist based in 
Eugene • ..ore., and a leader of the Sierra. 
Club faction opposing all commercial log­
ging, said the policy will make the club 
more effective by refOCUSing it on its 
original mission. ----

The JAMA study offers strong evidence 
that people tend to understate their expo- _­
sure to passive smoke. There is a wide gap 
between nonsmokers who say they are 

--- ._---
CORRECTIONS & AMPLIFICA liONS 

exposed to tobacco smoke·- 37% ,of adults GAZI ERCEL, new governor of Tur-
. and 43% of children - compared with the key's central bank, was previously chief 

87.9% whose cotinine shows they are ex- "executive officer and inanajring director of 
posed. This gap is significant because most Tutoo Bank AS, not acting governor of the 
previous studies of workplace passive- central bank as reported in yesterday's 
smoke exposure, many of them funded by World Wire column. 
the tobacco industry, relied on survey data * * * 
rather than blood samples. 

h d f d th THE COMPUTER STORAGE SYSTEM 
Even thoug the stu y oun at more supporting the Summer Olympics in At-

nonsmokers are exposed to tobacco smoke lanta will hold three trilll'on bytes' of data. 
at work than at home, the study makes\' 
clear that the amount of nicotine absorbed An article Monday incorrectly stated it 
into a nonsmoker's bloodstream is likelier would be three billion bytes of data. 
to be higher if one lives with a smoker than 
if one works with one. Nonsmokers ex­
posed to tobacco at home had roughly twice 
as much cotinine in their blood as non-. 

* * .... 
AMRESCO Inc. is an independent com­

pany in Dallas and Amresco Residential 
Mortgage Corp. is a subsidiary of Amresco 
Inc. In Monday's New 'Securllies Issues 
column, Amresco Inc. was incorrectly 
identified as a unit of Legg Mason Inc. 

THE WALLSTRE~"f JOURN~ 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24,1996 

MUTUAL .OF OMAHA Cos.' S2,500-de­
ductible individual health insurance plan 
in Georgia would cost a 35-year-old woman 
who doesn't smoke S85 a month, instead of 
$105 a month as was erroneously reported 
in Friday's Your Money Matters column. A 
55-year-old f!!male nonsmoker would pay 
$150 a month. not $251 a month as stated in 
the column. 

.* * * 
ARTHUR ANDERSEN moved its world­

wide audit practices unit from Paris to 
~cago last year. An article Monday 
abOut U.S. companies shifting jobs abroad 
incorrectly stated the base as Paris. Also 
managing partner Marion Gajek's last 
name was misspelled as Jacek . 

* * * 
WARNER WELLCOME CONSUMER 

HEALTHCARE, a jOint venture between 
Warner-Lambert Co. arid Glaxo WeDcome 
PLC, is sending out free sarnples of Zantac 
75, its over-the-counter heartburn medi· 
cine. Yesterday's Work Week column said 
the samples were being sent by Glaxo 
Wellcome PLC. 



dependents. 
18,000 state employees are expected to be 

the MSA option beginning Jan. 1. 

optional triio) 
Idaho's law allows an individual to deposit up to 

a year into a medical savings acCount, or $4,000 
for a family. The account holder then claims a ded~tion 
equal to the contribution when calculating state income' 
taxes. 

Withdrawals from the accounts are not subject to state 
taxes if they are used for medical expenses including 
eyeglasses, mammograms and even some less-than-mainstream. 
treatments, such as acupuncture, that typically are not , 

'covered by health insurance policies. 
Any funds that remain unspent at the end of a year 

remain in the account, where they can continue to eam 
interest and accumulate over time; If the money is 
withdrawn for non-medical uses, it is subject to state 
income taxes and a 10 percent penalty. 

Once an account;.holder reaches the age of 59& 112, the 
penalty no longer applies. That means the money can be 
used to supplement other sources of retirement' income, 
much like an individual retirement account. , 

The driving notion behind MSAs is that account-holders 
will spend their money wisely because they stand to pocket 
the unspent dollars. " ' ' 

Idaho's law does not require MSA holders to buy a 
, high-deductible catastrophic insurance plan. The House' 
bill would impose such a requirement, as do many employers 
now offering the MSA option, including Ada County; 

, 'For people like Bich,46, the potential payoff of a , 
~edical savings account proved irresistible, even though 
he already had a generous indemnity plan provided by, his 
employer. " , , 
, Before he switched, the county paid Bich's entire $175, 
monthly premium for a stan~d Blue Shield plan with a ' 
$100 annual deductible. Once he passedthe $100 mark, the 
policy kicked iIi, covering 80 percent of all costs until ' 
Bich's out-of-pocket expenses reached $800, after which the 
plan covered 100 perCent of expenSes. In all, Bich's 
maximum annual out-of-pocket exposure was $900. 

Blessed by good health, Bich has virtually no medical 
expenses to speak of. So the premiums paid by his employer 
simply disappeared into Blue Shield's coffers, and were 
used by the giant insurer to cover the claims of sick 
people. ' , , , ' 

Under the MSA option, the county will spend $75 a month! 
to buy Bich a catastrophic insunlnce plan with a $2,000 
annual deductible. With the $1,200 in savings" the county 
will deposit into Bich's bank account $1,100 a year, on a 
prorated monthly basis. , .'.' 

Should Bich need medical care, he must pay for It WIth 
funds from the MSA If he uses up all of the county's 
$1,100 contribution, the next $900 will come from his own 
pocket. After that, the catastrophic plan kicks in. ' 

"Quite frankly, I'm banking on the fact that my health 
will stay good," Bich said. " , , 

, On the other hand, Bob Poland, a county commercial 
appraiser, rejected the MSA option. '. 

At 68, Poland had bypass surgery four years ago; his 
wife suffers from diabetes and high blood pressure. They 
were especially worried about incurring costly , ' 
out-of-pocket medical bills before sufficient funds accrued 
'in their medical savings account to cover those expenses. 

In all, according to Ada County, Commissioner Gary 
Glenn, the county stands to sa"e nearly $70,000 in the 
fIrSt year. The savings would reach nearly $90,000 if 
Congress exempted MSAs from federal income tax, reducing 
the county's share of payroll taxes paid to Washington. ' 

However, Roger Simmons, an Ada County commissioner 
who , 
voted for MSAs as "just another option," is increasingly 
troubled by the potential creation of a two-tiered system 

, for county employees. 
"We may end up having to spend more money. on the other 

side" to cover the higher premiums for those not m MSAs, 
Simmons said. 

Health' and HUJll.IUl Services Secretary Donna Shalala wrote 

recently 'in Roll Call, a Capitol Hill newspaper, that ' , 
"MSAs are an inherently bad and risky idea." Among other 
things, she said, they could "create dangerous . ' 
dlsincentives for people to seek preventive care like 
immunizations and mammogranis." 

"There may be some'truth to that," 'conceded Robert K. 
Seehusen, executive director of the Idaho Medical 
Association. "But I don't believe the system can hold 
everyh9<fy's hand." 

,---_ .. _--
Sierr. Club Opposes All Private Logging on 
Federal Lailds(Seattle)By Kim Murphy= ,(c) 
1996, Los Angeles Times= 

SEATTLE Reflecting the environmental comm1lDiiy's 
increasing polarization over mana~ement of the national l 
forests, the Sierra Club membership has gone on record 
opposing all commercial logging on federal' lands. , , 

The new policy, adopted 2-1 in a ballot referendum of 
the group's more than half a million members, marks an 
important turning point· for the nation's oldest 
conservation organization and .. 
a group that historically has' been a moderate advocate for 
enVironmental protection. . , 

Wracked by· the same tumultuous debates that have driven 
the nation's political stalemate over logging on public 
lands jobs vs. tinlber, hard-line ,advocacy vs. real 
protection for the most crucial of resources / more than 66 
percent of the members who voted elected to adopt a tough 
position in opposition to all private logging on federally . 

managed lands, including the national forests.' . '. \ 
The position puts th~ Sierra <:lub in league with some 

of the nation's most strident enVlJ'Onmental groups and 
sets the stage for tougher bargaining in Washington over 
the future of federal forest lands. It reflects the . 
'growing anguish among environmental activists ?ver " 
political and legal setbacks that ,have loosed chamsaws on 
thousands of acres of federal forest that previously were 
protected. ' 
, Advocates of the new policy, which will shape the 

organization's lobbying position on federal timbe~ policy 
but leave intact the possibility of bargaining on the 
local level, said it reflects widespread public 
dissatisfaction with JDaJlagement of the national, forests, 
and a growing concern that the environmental movement has 
become too oriented toward comPromise. "I think it 
signals a new era of environmental activism. It's ' 
especially significant coming from a large, national 
environmental group like the Sierra Club," said Chad 
HanSon, a E~gene, Ore., activist who drafteci the new 
policy. '. 

(Optional add end) 

/ " 

"This is not a popularity contest. We're not in this 
to try to please the timber industry or the Forest : 
Service. Our job is to speak for the ecosystems, and fight 
for their defense as passionately and forcefully as we are 
able," HansOn said. "I think that we have bee~ doing less 
than that ina number of circuinstances: n ' 

The U.S. Forest Service is presently releasing about. 
4.5 million board feet a y~ar of timber harvests in, . 
national forests~ In addition, substantial , new tracts were 
opened up as a result of a salvage logging provis~~n 
passed by Congress last year·that releases an additional 
4.5 million board feet of dead and dying timber over a 

. two-year period and thousands of acres of healthy timber 
, sales previously held up by environmental challenges. 

Forest Service chief Jack Ward Thomas, in an interview 
Monday ,said the service is obligated by law to manage. 
federal lands in response to an array of interests. "The 
Multiple Use Sustained Yield Act makes it clear that 
production of· tUnber is one of the authorized multiple 

,uses," Thomas said. , ' . 
The new Sierra Club policy had been soundly defeated m 

a ballot referendum two years ago: Opponents said it 
promotes a position that has little or no chance of . 
becoming the law of the land and weakens the group's 



• 

ability to fashion constn1ctive compromises to protect 
crucial forest assets. 

Phone ·Co. Mega-Mergers Take a Giant Leap 
Backward (Washn)By Jube Shiver Jr.= (c) 1996, 
Los Angeles Times= 

WASHINGTON When· Congress enacted a Sweeping 
telecommunications reform law in FebruaIy, one of its central 
objectives was to spur the kind of competition in local 
telephone service that, in the long-distance areoa,'has slashed . 
rates by 40 percent and boosted the number of carriers to 

- about ~OO since the 1984 breakup of the old AT&T monopoly. 
. But instead of unleashing a free-for-all, where phone 

carriers, broadcasters, cable television operators and and 
media companies would invade each others' markets, the 
clock so far has headed only backward, critics say at 
least in the local phone business. 

There, two massive proposed mergers SBC 
Communications . . 
Inc.'s $17 billion bid for Pacific Telesis Group and Bell 
t\tlantic Corp. 's $22 billion deal with Nynex Corp. are 
driving a «ansolidation wave that could leave the industry 
looking suspiciously like the old Ma Bell.. . 

As a result of the two planned mergers, the seven 
regional Bell telephone companies are po1sed to dwindle to 
five by next year. And speculation is bubbling about 
whether -the three remaining Baby Bells will also merge 
with o?e another or perhaps with cable TV operators, 
long-distance companies or others. . 

Already, executives at companies that could face a 
tougher time as a result of the mergers are beginning to 
protest. 

"It's·hard to see how new competition promised by the 
Telecommunications Act can be attained if existing 
monopolies simply combine into larger ones," said Mark 
Rosenblum, vice president of law and public policy for 
AT&T. "The concern i~ especially great when these two 
companies otherwise would have had powerful incentive to 
compete against each other" because of their "close 
proximity ... and name recognition each has built up ~ 
the other's back yard." " . 

Whether the mergers trigger a similar reaction from 
government regulators remains to be seen. 

The mergers come more than a decade after a government 
antitrust suit against AT&T resulted in the local phone 
monopoly being split up into seven regional Bells. The 
breakup spurred a wave of new competition in long-distance 
service and communicationS equipment.' . 

But entering the local telephone business is a bigger 
economic challenge than entering long distance, where 
companies like MCI st&!ted a generation ago with little 
more than office space, a little marketing savvy and a . , 
line of credit to buy and resell long-distance lines from 
AT&T. 

Local telephone resale is promoted in the new 
telecommunications law under terms that experts say are 
more favorable than they were in long distance but some . 
antitrus.t experts say .the combination of likely 
competitors such as Bell Atlantic and Nynex will make it 
harder to challenge the entrenched monopolies. 

(Begin optional trim) 

'''The Bell Atlantic-Nyn~x deal doesn't really. 
exacerbate the local telephone monopoly, but what these 
deals do is re-introduce some concerns about diminished 
competition," said Phil Verveer, a Washington' 
communications lawyer and former Federal Communications 
Commission official who was in charge of the Justice 
Department's'investigation of the old AT&T monopoly in the 
late 1970s. "If one company controls too much of the local 
marketplace there can be serious effects" and hurt 
long-distance service, telephone equipment manufacturers 
and consumers. . 

But evenpro-consumer lawmakers, many of whom dislike 
most mergers, now take the view that the burgeoning 
'telecommunications business has enough big players 

including AT&T and cable gi~ts such as Time 
and Tele-communications Inc. to go up against two 
Baby Bells at a time. . 

. "Without the introduction of vigorous competition 
the Baby Bells' local telephone marlcet, (the) merger 
between between Bell Atlantic and Nynex could lead to a . 

. disturbing stifling of competitive energies, (but) that is 
why the of the half of the story must also unfold," said 
U.S. Rep. Edward Markey, D-Mass., ranking minority member 
of the House Telecommunications subcommittee.' 

(End optional trim) 

A different view is expected to emerge ·from at least 
some of the state regulators in the nearly two dozen 
states that are now pouring over the deals, however. 

While many state regulators are concerned about 
competition, they are focusing on how that competition 
might directly impact the economies of their states. . 

In New. York, where Bell Atlantic plans to move its . 
headquarters after it merges with Nynex, regulators 
reacted as if the deal were 
a fait accompli. 

"LOcating the headquarters of the new company in New 
York City is great news for the city in particular and New 

. York State in general," said John F. O'Mara, chairman of 
the New York State Public Service Commission. "1 have 
instructed the department staff to immedia~ly begin 
reviewing all of the merger to ensure that Ne~ York's 
consumers get the best telecommunications services for the. 
most reasonable rates." 

(Begin optional trim) 

.But Bell Atlantic Chairman Ray Smith acknowledged that 
things are a little more delicate in Pennsylvania, the . 
state that will lose the corporate offices of a Fortune 
500 company. 

"We have told (officials) that there will be more jobs 
in Pennsylvania in three years than there are now. We just 
have to be allow to grow this business and be 
competitive," Smith said. 

But the toughest regulatory scrutiny will likely come 
in Caln:0rnia, which stands to lose a Fortune SOO company 
to Austin, Texas-based SBC Communications if its $17 
billion acquisition' of Pac Tel is approved. Jessie Knight, 
one of the five California Public Utility Commission 
commissioners, promised a rigorous review. 

Specifically, Knight said, the commission must consider 
what economic impact the PacTel-SBC merger will have on 
.the state and what benefits, if any, accrue to rate 
payers . 

. "As we' move into the world of competition, other 
things need to be considered to judge the merits of this 
merger, such as the opportunity for greater services to be 
offered, a better balance of competition, and new 
technological advancements," Knight said. 

(End optional trim) 

On the federal level, the Justice Department has 
already indicated it will review the SBC-PacTel deal. No 
agreement has yet been reached between Justice and the. . 
F~eral Trade Commission as to which agency will review 
the Bell Atlantic-Nynex deal, although a top FTC official 
said it is likely that the Justice Department, which has 
more experience probing telephone industry mergers, will 
examine the Bell Atlantic deal. . 
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Mardi 21, 1996 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DEFAZIO & WYDEN TI£LL ADMINISTRATION TO STOP 
ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE OLD GROWTH TIMBJ£K SALES 

R"prmwtalhe And §enator lauet Boulder Krab. Fan.t. And Last Sales 

W ASnINGTON, D.C. - U.S. Rep. Peter DeFazio and U.S. Senator Ron Wyden 
today urged the Administration to stop the environlllQntalIy 5ensitivo Boulder K tAb, Firm .. 
and Last timber sales on 0rccon's Siskiyou and Umpqua Natiomd lI'orESt.4 hyallowing 

. timber swaps tor less scasitlverepJaWNDt timber .roluJru!.. Ibll)' 11UlM. their plea. in a 
letter to Agriculture Undersecntaty lames Lyons. 

"The President ,ot us into this mM~ by ~igning the salvage rider In the first place," 
said DeFazio. "His administrAtion now mlL~ use the tools at Its dlsp~l to be sure the 
most environmentAlly bannfnl of these old growth salei du nut proceed. It 

"E.ren O~on timber executiV4!i IUlY&! been trying in yain to get some of these 
sen.~itive salfS swapped. for more envIcuwnental1y sound timber volume,· saId DeFazio. 
"The Clinton AdmlnMnltion muuld let 011 board this drort. The Boulder Kra.b, the YII"Bt, 
and the Last tlmb~r l!ial~ lire all Ideal place to begin." 

On Fwruary 6, four timber industry representatives from Douglas County. Oregon 
wrole '0 Secretaries Glickman and Babbitt indi(Jlting D. willingness to support changes to 
the salvage rider that would enable the federal lovernment to offer less enviroftm"nfaUy 
Mmsitive replacement timber volume Cor sales that could be devastating in their impacts. 

Clinton Administration officials have maintained that the M-Called salvage rider, 
included in the 1995 budget rescissions bill. d08 not allow them to trade less 
enviroftmentalJ,y harmful timber for old gmwth sales released under the rider. According 
to DeFazio, the admini~t.ration now believes it may be able to pruwW wicJl lI~oL1ated 
tradH. 

"As we speak. thuuHud ,ear old treee are falling in one of the most seasitive 
watersheds In On:J:Ull t " DeFazio said. ftThis administration has got to quit dragging its 
fetdt IIDd Kd today." 

See Attached Letter. 
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QtonlJress of tbe lIniteb "tate! 
_oUlt of ),Uprt.tntatibtl 

.ailjinKton, Ja( 20515 

'l'hA Honorable J'ames Lyons 
Umlt::rsecretary 
Department of Agriculture 

March 23, 1996 

, 41·.h street and J:ndependence Av~., S. W. 
Wc:U:lhlllgton, D.C. 20250 

Dp.ar secretary Lyons: ' 

As you know, four t.imher ind.ustry representatives fL'um 
Douglas Count.y, oreqon WL'u~e ~o secretaries Glickman ilnd Babbitt 
011 February G indicating a, willingness to liIupport chang4?A t.o the 
salvage rider that would Anable the federal government Lu Urr~L 
less environmentally tsem::ll~lvl!: replacement ti~er volume for 
sales that could be devaotating in their impacts _ One of t'.hA 
letter's signers, Allyn 'Ford ot Roseburg Forest product:.~, UWllS a 
number or very seIlsiLlvl:: sales on the Siskiyou nnd umpqua 
National ~orests. 

It is essentlcll Lhat fou ta.ke steps to ensure that these and 
other environmentally eens~tivQ old growth timb~r RR.LP.S released 
under section 2001 (k) ot the 1995 budget rescistslolJ~ bill are not 
harvested, while ~L ~he same time recognizing the government's 
legal obligation to purchasers who have made goo~ faith ettorts 
to negotiate w;,th t,hA Forest service tor less seIll::51Llve 
replacement timbeL' vulume. 

One such "'R 1 P., the' Boulder Krab sale on O:t·t::~OlJ' J:; Elk River, 
has been the HUUJ~CL of months of negotiation between the 
purchaser D,nd the Forest SQrvice. The Elk ';;VfI!T hoasts one of 
the Northwest/~ most productive t1sberies. IL 1s known for ita 
steep and uIltsLcWle slopes. The Doulder Krab Dale would harvest 
old growth timber in a roadless area of the Rlk River watershed. 
The purc.hase~, Rr.ott Timber, a Subsidiary of Ro~~buLg Forest 
products, bats u~ue a sincere effort to find replacement volume 
for two sille units located in a roadless 8rp.~_ 

Twu 'other very 8ensitive sillca were recently releaged and 
unleDc you take immediate ar.tioTl r.oll.Ld be harvested in tbe very 
np.ar tuture. The First am} L~~L ~lmber salee on the Umpqua 
National Forest are two of four timber sales clustered wj t.hi n r.hp. 
Boulder Creek drainage, iI largely unroac1ec1 watershed that i::5 Ci 
tributary ot the South Ull!p<.lua. River. The four sa:les will require 
the construction of 6.4 miles of road and will adver9~ly impact 
the an~c;1romous fish~r1AR ot tne Soutn umpqua wat:ersht!u. These 
sales were previoutsly held up because they did not comply with 
the protections for ccologic.lly aignifi~ant old growth contained 
in section l'8 of thA FY90 Interior Appropr.iations oil1. 
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As you know, both the House and Senate have approved 
legislation that would give the Forest Service the authority it 
needs to find suitable replacement volume for all of these sales. 
Though we do not believe this legislation made the changes in law 
that are required, it would at least provide the agencies with 
enough flexibility to prevent same of the most damaging sales 
from pro~eeding. 

The provision is included in a funding resolution intended 
to complete the appropriations cycle for the 1996 fiscal year. 
Though it is not yet possible to say with any certainty whether 
Congress and the President will agree on this particular funding 
bill, ie seems reasonably certain ~hat the timber sale provision 
providing agency flexibility will ultimately be passed into law 
before section 2001(k) expires. . 

However, legislation may not be necessary. It is our 
understanding that discussions are underway that could result in 
an agreement that would allow a ti.mber trade on the Umpqua 
National Forest to proceed administratively. The Forest Service 
believes it can find much more environmentally benign t~er 
volume to trade for the sales in question, particularly from old 
shelterwood harvest sites. An agreement to allow such a trade to 
proceed administratively would protect South Umpqua fisheries and 
avoid a potentially unpleasant confrontation in the woods. Such 
an agreement could also provide the precedent needed to allow a 
similar trade to proceed for the Elk River sales. 

We ask that you do everything in your power to ensure that 
the Boulder Krah, First and Last sales do not proceed, while at 
the same time recognizing the contractual rights of the 
purchaser. We would be happy to do everything in our power to 
help you in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~ .. 

U.S. se~ Wyden 



Dole, 
House 
freshmen 
to meet 
Critics concede 
senators in control 
By Laurie Kellman 
lME WASHINGTON TIMES ' 

,I 

of the 73-member freshman class 
in an effort to craft an agreeable 
legislative agenda that will fur-

SEln. Bob Dole, soon to be run- 'therhis candidacy. ,.'. 
ning his presidential campaign Starting next week, Mr. Dol~ 
from the Capitol, has agreed to plans to campaign from the CaPl­
meet with House GOP freshmen . tol. He is still deciding which bills 
who have become increasingly _ and in what order - he wants 
agitated over his repeated compro- to send Mr. Clinton. Welfare re­
mises on conservative issues. form and regulatory reform ar~ at 

But Mr. Dole's staunchest fresh- the top of the list, senior aides said. 
man critics concede they don't ex- ' Mr. Dole will likely set aside 
pect to have much say in what is- several bi.lls freshmen favor, in­
sues the Kansas Republican eluding the repeal of the ban on 
brings up as he seeks to paint the assault-style weapons signed into 
stark differences between him and law in 1994. The House votes on 
President CHnton. that bill today. Mr. Dole has de­
". "He is, in fact, in .the driver's clared it dead in the Sen~te .. ' 
seat:' said Rep. John Shadegg, Ari- \. Most freshmen said any truce 
zona Republican. "We're going to, ' will be driven by necessity rather 
urge him to put forward an agenda than trust. " 
which represents what we've been . Overall, the freshman, ,elected 
fighting for and what we've prom- 1 in part to reform Congress, have 
ised to the people whl) elected us. 
But ultimately there· is little we. i 

can do to force him to do that." \' 
. A senior Senate source said that 

behind closed doors, "intelligent , 
freshmen admit that his success is 
their success." And some senior 

, House members agree, 
Gettmg Mr. Dole elected pres: 

ident is "the highest value this 
party has:' House Speaker Newt 

. Gingrich said yesterday after 
meeting with Mr. Clinton at the " 
White House. "So I think it is our ,! 
job to work with him." 

In' a brief interview outside' his, 
Senate office, Mr, Dole confirmed 
that he will meet soon with leaders 

found Mr. Dole too quick to com­
promise on conservative issues .j 
and too willing to let items from ! 
the House GOP's "Contract With 
America" languish in the Senate. 

IfJt .MlJingtlttt trtnttO 
FRIDAY, MARCH 22,1996 

noleaccusesCHntonofbemg soft 
on need for a' U. S. missile defense: Their ire came to a head late last· 

year when Mn Dole backed the 
president's order to send U.S. 
peacekeeping troops to Bosnia un- B B'II G rt is a threat." 1972 ABM treaty to permit ns-, y, I e z . M' CI " der the U.N. flag, even though the, lME WASHINGTON TIMES . r: iriton vetoed'the defense tiona I missile defenSes and, if ne-
Kansan sal'd the decision was authorization b.m Dec. 28 ·largely gotiations fail after a year, consul-

, , ' Senate MaJ'orl'ty Le'ade"'r Bob, b ' wrong. ' " ' " , ecause.it requir.ed ~eployment of t'a t i 0' ns bet wee nth.e 
He added to that rage when he Dole attacked President Clinton a national missile deftmse: ' ,: administration and Congress on 

pushed through a temporary yesterday for rejecting GOP plans The president said in vetoing . withdrawing from the treatY. ' 
spending bill to end the second to deploy nationwide defenses,,' the bill that a national missile de- "We believe defending Amer.i-
partial government shutdown ,again~t.a .. lD.is~Ue'~trike.; ,': '.,,' ", ,fen~~ is no(ne.~d~d,', '::',,' " ca's Cities and defending Ame~i-
while budget negotiations contin- Mr...:.oole"introduCing:'legisla-:::r -,TI.i~"'· .. l}in.';iQ~Qd\lced;·fii.both ca's.'civiliail population· I&'at the 

, ued. The freshmen. were intent on tion calling for deployment of a houses yesterday is similar to Ian- 'heatfofour'COnstifuationarobliga-
using the shutdown to force Mr. ,national missile defense by 2003, guage that was later removed, . tion:'Mr. Gingrich said. '''We be­
Clinton to accept a seven-year said Mr. Cliriion "refuses to defend from the vetoed defense bill. . ' lieve it is clearly doable." , ' " 
deadline on balancing the budget.Ari1:~ri~,·pteftirring to rely on the Surrounded ,by Republican' 'Mr, Dole said the defense is"ga­
The House blocked Mr. Dole's ,fal~e ptote~tion of the Cold War- House and Senate missile defense ing to cost money." But, he noted, 
measure, then backed down. era' Anti~Baltistic Missile treaty." backers, Mr. Dole' and Mr.' Ging- "we're' talking about protecting 

" , ,.'. "Right now the United States rich said the legislation is:needed J\nieri~n lives. That's whatWs 4II 
In an interview with TheWash- \ nas no ~efense-and I repeat -, toremedy'a critical national sEicu- about.", .... ,', . " '. , 

ington Times two.days later, onnodefenseag~irist ballistic mis- rityshor.tfall. . ',i'":,, A limited national missile' de-
Jan.S, Mr. Dole derided the com-, siles:'he said at a riews conference The measure calls for~' fense system could cost about $S 
plainers by pointing out that he with House, SPEm.ker New~ Ging- • Deployment of a nationwide ,billion, according to recent tes.ti-
had done the "heavy lifting"'while . rich. "If it's left up to. the Clinton defense, ~gainst 'long-range mis- mony to, Congress by administra-
they were "home on vacation!' aditiiltistrati~n;' ',it will' stay that siles : launched' by· rogli~ nations, tion officials. 

On the campaign trail, Mr. Dole way!' .. ' :.'.!, ' '. by' accident or by unauthorized ,Mr. Gingrich said administra-
routinely reaches out, to Demo- 'The, at~ck on the president for launch· froin an established mis- tion opposition to building missile 
crats by saying, "Nothing wrong being' soft}I~"~~fense signals that sile pOWer:~ik~Ri.issiaor Chlna. , defenses is not "to save money!", 
with a little compromise!'Republicans'plan to make 'the de- "The sys~em would" IQcliJde . "They're doing this because. 

That is not what the freshmen, fense 'missile" issl,le part' of the 'interceptors based either on the". their priorities are, wrong:' he 
facing their first re-election cam- pi'esl~~~tial .. ¢hiction campaign. ' ground, at sea or in space', orin'a said. '~And they would rather give 
paigns, want to hean" ,"We'vef;eeh'no leadership ill the combination Of modes, 'fixed the money away on 

"If he wants·to win, it is vitally White' Hot,ise ~n' this issue:' Mr. ' ground-based radars; and space- . than. use the 
important that we articulate ,a Re-' Dole said: i "In fact; the 'White 'based serisor and battle manage- America, And 
publican agenda ,that, contrasts House and'the rest of the adminis-' ment equipment. ' ference 
with the Clinton agenda:' Mr. trati6nare even'denying thatthere .• Negotiations to ;change .the now." 
Shadegg said. .' - '-

.. + 
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Loggers fear Congress' ax will tan . !j Most divisive issues 
on :Weral forests' salvage timber kept off Education 
By Valerie'Richardson 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

Jersey Democrat, who introduced' 
a bill last week to repeal the, pro­
gram. "We need to admit our error 

DENVER - For the first time - lind correct it as soon as possible 
in 16 years, Jim Hurst stayed home with new legislation:' , 
Thursday from work at his Mon-', Leading the repeal charge is 
tima sawmill. Instead, he turned on President Clinton, who signed the 
C-SPAN and sat down to watch the rider into law in July. The pres-
Senate decide his future. ' ident says he was misled about the 
, The Senate was voting on a pro- bill's .intent and the damage' it 

'posal to scale back the "salvage poses to forests an,d fisheries in 
timber rider," a Republican; the Northwest. 
sponsored plap passed last year' ,"It undermines our balanced 
that allows loggers to harvest approach to ensuring ,continued 
wood from forest fires and pre- economic growth and reliable tim-
viously awarded timber sales in ber supply in concer.t with respon-
national forests without threat of sible management and protection , 
environmental challenges. The of our natural resources for future 

'amendment to cut back the pro- generation:' Mr. Clinton said in a 
gram'came from Sen. Patty Mur- March 13 letter to Mrs. Murray. 
ray, Washington Democrat. "The timber rider must be re-

Her effort failed, 54-42, mtich to pealed as soon as Possible:' 
Mr. Hurst's relief. "I was' sittIng in ,The rider's sponsors, Sen. Slade 
front of the television, counting Gorton~' Washington Republican, 
the votes on my fingers, and my and Sen. Mark O. Hatfield, Oregon 
palms were sweaty:' he said in a Republican, have tried to alleviate 
telephone interview from his mill the concerns by adding language 
in Eureka,Mont. to the omnibus budget bill allow-

What if it had passed? "Then I ing the administration to buyout 
would have had to layoff a third of or offer an alternative to pre-
my work force - now. And that viously awarded timber sales. 
would have been just the first Environmentalists, have' reo' 
step:' he, said. "It was that impor- jeeted the propoSal because it al-
tant to us:' , ,:, lows the ,loggers, not. ,the, admin-

The Mufray'ahu!!ndnient' failed,' ',~ ,istriltion,: : to' decide: whether ' to' 
butthe battle over the timber rider exchange a sale or accept a buy­
has just begun. With the pres- out. That opposition prompted Mr. 
idential election looming and the Hatfield to accuse Democrats of 
~ite HOUse aggressively court- playing ,election-year politics. 

, 109 the green vote, what began as "This is not a' forestry or envi-
a legislative footnote has mush- ronmental problem; Mr. Preili~ 
roomed into the most Contentious dent:' Mr. Hatfield Said on the Sen­
environmental issue in Congress ate floor Thursday. "This is 'a 
this year. political problem put into environ-

"I believe'that the salvage rider mental wraps for the sake of the 
is one of the biggest mistakes that pOlitical election cycle:' 
Congress has made in natural re- ,,' ,The original ,rider suspended 
source management in the iast 2S, ,the appeals process, and ,relaxed 
years:' said Sen. Bill Bradley, New' ~me environmental restrictions 

on logging, allowing loggers to 
clear dead, fire-charred timber 
without the lengthy court process 
that has tied up the industry. 

The rider also made it easier for 
loggers to' gain access to 650 mil­
lion board feet in timber sales 
awarded from 1990 to 1994 and 
cleared the path for more timber I 
sales under the Clinton adminis­
tration's 1994 forest pilin. Both had 
been delayed by administration I' 
concerns over endangered species 
and appeals, in which any citizen 
may object to any timber sale in : 
the national forests.: 

The Clinton forest plan prom­
ised; loggers 1 billion board feet 
annually but delivered just 350 .\ 
million board feet last year. In the 
late 1980s, foresters received up to 
5 billion board feet each year. 

Environmentalists have labeled : 
the rider "logging without laws:'" 
The uproar has reignited the "war : 

~ in the woods" as protesters at- ' 
tempt to halt logging by blocking 
roads, holding sit-ins and camping 
at work sites. 

·'·The controversy has height­
ened because we're back to clear­
cutting old~growth forests in the 
Northwest, a practice we haven't 
seen in seven or eight years:' said 
SteveWhitrtey.-NorthWest regional 
director for the Wilderness Soci­
ety. "We're at the point where the 

, timber wars are back, and, the 
blame can be laid on the slioulders 
of it very few members' of 'con­
gress:' , 

, The'delays have taken a toll on 
'timber jobs and communities. 
Since the Clinton timber plan was 
approved two years ago, an esti­
mated 92 sawmQls in Oregon and 
Washington have closed because 
of a lack of wood, said Rex Storm, 
an analyst with 'the Associated Or­
egon Loggers iit Salem. 

Summit's agenda 
By Carol Innerst 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

The governor most closely asso­
ciated with private school choice 
-came to Washington yesterday to 
sell next week's National Educa­
tion Summit, but made It clear that 
vouchers are too divisive an issue 
to be put on the agenda. 

"I would love to make school 
choice an issue, but ... if we get off 
on school choice, merit pay and 
charter schools, there's no ques­
tion we'll splinter and we'll not be 
able to unanimously come out with 
!l real concerted effort to, try to 
Improve standards:' said Wiscon­
sin Gov. Thmmy G. Thompson. 

"Vouchers are not a panacea, 
but a step:' he said in a meeting 
with editors and reporters at The 
Washington Times. "Vouchers are 
good in a large, urban school sys-

, tern where you've got to try a lot of 
things:' ' ' 
, Milwaukee has a 5-year-old pri­

vate-school-choice program that 
he is trying to expand to include 
religious schools. The issue is in 
the courts. 
, "A more important reform than ' 

choice is a comprehensive school­
to-work program:' Mr. Thompson 
said in the first of three presenta­
tions yesterday,about the summit. 

Th'e GOP governor, who'is chair­
man of the National Governors' 
Association and the Education 
Commission of the'- St~tes, has 

, called for the summit of the gover­
'n~r~ TUesday'and VVeditesday In 
Palisades, N.Y. ' ,,'..,. 

, The, goVernors will be asked to , 
, sign at:\agreement promisliig to 
\ set rigorous educational IItan-

dards 'and assessmentiJ within the 
next two years. "So many gover­
nors don't understand the need to ' 
improve standards and 'assess­
ments. in the states:' Mr. Thomp-
son said. " , 

Each governor attending the 
summit has invited a state busi­
ness leader. The busine$~ leaders 
are expected to help the governors 
push for higher standards by 

.. ~ .. 
agreeing not to relocate or expand :, 
in areas that have not raise(i stan- ~.: 
,dards, and by looking at high 
school transcripts of prospective 
employees. ' 

Addressing a journalism 
awards luncheon of the Center for 
Education Reform at the National 
Press Club's First Amendment 
Lounge, Mr. Thompson said the 
summit's agenda will focus solely 
on standards, assessments and 
technology in education. 

"I do not believe you can truly 
improve the quality of education 
in America unless you raise,the r 
bar on standards ana assess- l~l 
ments:' he said. "It's the glue that " 
holds everything together." I' 

Moving on to the press club's 
, main' ballroom, he said: "If you' 

can't read and ,write, can't calcu- i 
late and don't know the difference I 
between Wisconsin and Arkansas, 
you' shouldn't get a diploma." 

Despite Mr.'Thompson's assur-
ances tha~ "I'm in control:' many 
conservatives have expressed con- I 

,cerns about the liberal education ' 
establishment having the gover- " """",:," 
nors' ears and setting the agenda', 
at the summit. ,-

Up to 40 education "experts" , 
have been invited to attend the : 
s,;,mmit as resource, people or to 
give speeches at TUesday's night's 
dinner. President Clinton will 

, speak Wednesday before lunch. ::, 
, Chester E. Finn Jr., 'an assistant ) 
secretarY of education in the Rea-:~ .;, 
gan administration, and Gary , 
Bauer, president of the Family Re-

, search Council, !ire invited' conser­
vatives who could counterpoint 
Mr. Clinton'S message, Mr. Thomp-
son said. ' 

The topic' of teachers unions 
viewed by some as the biggest 
stumbling block te school reform, 
also is taboo at the summit, Mr. 
Thompson said. "We need to ad­
dress, the union issue, but that 
would be divisive at this summit:' 
he said. "It won't help to spend our 
time bashing one group over an­
other group." 



a mountain out of a molehill," he said. adding that he 
, and his fellow loggers are tired of being portrayed as 
greedy pillagers of the earth. 

"We've saved some forests and we're going to ~ve some 
more," he said. but if environmentalists' full den:iands 
were met. the remaining timber companies and mills would 
be forced out of business. " 

Garvin says he understands the loggers' an8uish. He 
works as a "topper," hired by the Forest Service to' 

, climb 200-foot-trees on the edges ofloggers' clearcuts 
and trim their tops, thereby reducing the odds of wind 
damage. / 

"They're very upset and they have every riSht to be. A 
lot of their identity and pride was tied up With working 
in the woods, and timber's been a part of the Northwest 

, 'for a long time. That was, in my mind. something that was 
supposed to go on for generations. 

"People tell me they've got to do their jobs. I've -got 
to do a job too, but there are some jobs you just don't 
take." ' , 

Rangers have ,left the, Warner Creek demonstrators alone 
'aslong as possible "to ~void a confrontation," said 

Forest Se~ce spokesmaJi Chris Holmes, but the government 
plans to "remove the demonstrators" as soon, as Thomas 
Creek Timber Co., th~ company that holds the Warner Creek 
contract. ·is ready to start cutting trees., 

Hirons expects to head up an eight-man crew of yarders 
working with Thomas Creek's cUtters. He doesn't think the 
Forest Service will be able' to keep the protestors away 
for long, and he wouldn't be surprised if the 
demonstrations tum. violent.. "I think their purpose is to 
stop it' any way they can, and if somebody gets hurt. well, 
too bad." ' 

Garvin insists he and his compalllons will remai:Jl . 
nonviolent. He hopes the two side~ will be able to 'find 
common ground once the ClUTent crisis is past. "The only 
way we're going to make it is. if the Cnvironm~talists and 
the loggers look on this land as something that they and 
their descendants are going to live on together. If you 
want your son and your grandson out in the woods we8ring a ' 
pair of cork boots, things have got to change." 

St~tes weigh jobless pay in GM strike By Alan L. , 
Adler and JanetL: Fix, Knight-Ridder 
Newspap~rs(KRT) . , 

DETROIT Going strictly by the number of states that will 
pay unemployment benefits 'to Gener81 Motors Corp. ,workers 
laid off because of a United Auto Workers strike at tWo brake 
plants~ GM appears to be losing its bid to stop jobless pay. 

But the states with some of the largest numbers of 
UAW-represented GM workers affected by the IS-day-old 
strike in Dayton, Ohio, are still weighing what to do, 
hoping the strike will be settled before they have to 
decide. 

Marathon talks to settle the strike that has shuttered 
26 of GM's 29 assembly plants in the United States, Canada 
and Mexico continued Tuesday ·under a news blackout. GM is 
building vehicles in only two plants both in Mexico. A 
plant in Doraville, Ga., is down for changeover to build ' 
GM's next generation of minivans. . . 

As of late Tuesday, more than 166,500 GM workers in the 
United States, Canada and Mexico were laid off because of 
the strike by 2,700 parts plant workers in Dayton. The ' 
majority of those laid off, including about 40,000 workers 
'in Michigan, have no idea if they'll get jobless beOefits. 

The list of undecided'states includes Michig~ Ohio, 
WiSconsin aDd Indiana, which have an estimated 80,000 
assembly and parts workers, most represented by the UA W. 
Michigan also has thousands of laid-off GM workers who 

. build engines and make metal stampings. 
Laid-off GM workers in Mexico, Canada and those in the 

United States represented by unions other than the UA W are 
able to collect unemployment benefits. 

Michigan Gov. John Engler said Tuesday that he hopes 
"that the folks' down in Dayton know that a major unpact 
is being felt in the state of Michigan." 

Engler declined again to give his opinion of whether 

J • 
laid-off workers in Michigan should get jobless benefits 
from the Michigan Employment Security Commission. 

"I don't want to ~ accused at all of trying to 
influence their decision," he said. "It's really a 
judicial-type decision. It's not something that elected 
officials influence. The people who are in that job make , 
the call." 

GM continued to decline substantive comment on the 
'Dayton strike Tuesday. J.T. BattenbCrg m, president of 
Delphi Automotive Systems, GM's parts operations, said 
after a speech in Novi, Mich., that he would respect the 
UA W's request to refrain from commenting on negotiations. ' 

However, in deviating from his prepared speech to 
manufacturing executives, Battenberg reiterated GM's 
stance that to be competitive in the auto industry, it 
must be, able to buy parts .from the least expensive and most 
technologically advanced suppliers. 

"We are truly opeiating in a global marketplace," he 
said. "It's amazing to me how many experts in our land 
don't want to come.to grips or fail to come to grips with 
that basic busineSs understimding." 

In Dayton, it was' a decision to purChase brake systems 
for the 1998 Pontiac'Firebird and Chevrolet Camaro from 
nonunion Robert Bosch plants in South Carolina that helped 
lead to the strike that began March S .. 
, While GM and the UAW try to, reach an accomm0d8tion, 

· states are trying to detemiinC if people who pay national 
dues to a union that is on strike against a company can 
then draw benefits from that company. 
. GM'scontention since early in the strike ,is, that it 

should not have, to finance a strike' against itself. So 
far, only Texas lias agreed with GM 

Six states New Jersey, Oklahoma, Maryland. New York, 
Kansas and Mississippi have agreed to honor jobless 
'claims from laid-off' GM workers. 

At least two states, Ohio and Louisiana, plan hearings 
to decide whether to grant benefits. If they decide in 
favor ofthelaid-off employees, the workers eventually 
woUld get all money due them, but delays could nm into 

'the weeks. . .' 

"What you have here is the only ones 'who appear to be 
on strike are in Dayton," said David Garick, spokesman 
for tlle . Ohio Bureau of Employment Services. "At other 
plants, people clearly are not out picketing but the 
issue is," Are they in effect fmancing the strike in 
Dayton through union dues?' " . 
, Ohio, which Garick said haS 30,000 affected workers, 

may hold hearings throughout the state to hear from 
· affected workers and others. None of the hearings were 
scheduled. He said the delay is not -

· a stalling tactic. 
"We have no reason to stall. Our job is to get checks 

to people. We are following what the law says. We are 
handling this the same way we handle any ,other claim." 

Louisiana also seeJ:DS to be swayed by GM's argument that 
national dues paid to the UA W are fmancing a strike 

• against the automaker. So far, Louisiana hasn't- heard the 
UA W's side, said Wayne Cox, LOuisiana director of . 
unemployment insurance.' 
, This case is .. a little sticker due to the iDrormation 

GM is giving us not because of their putting on 
pressure," Cox said. "We don't bend to pressure." 

Dole wins GOP nomination By Steven Thomma 
Knight-Ridder Newspapers(KRT) 

WASHINGTON Sen. Bob Dole clinched the Republican 
presidential nomination Tuesday, setting up a November 
confrontation"between two lifelong'politicians with· vastly 
different styles and often different ideas. 

Dole handily won primaries in 
. lllinois, Michigan, Ohio and Wisco~ winning more than 
200 delegates and putting him past the -996 needed to 
a~sure a frrst~ballot nomination at the GOP convention in 
August. 

"I think it's safe to say that I will be the 
noininee," Dole told cheering supporters m a Washington 
hotel ballroom. 



'Showdown between loggers, environmentalis.s 
expected in Oregon forests By Heather Dewar . 
Knight-Ridder Newspapers(KRT) . 

EUGENE, Ore. One fme day when spring has melted the 
snow from the western slopes of the Cascade Mountains, 
logger Tom Hirons and enviromDentalist Mick Garvin. will . 
likely come face to face at a place called Warner Creek, a high· 

. ridge ,not far ftQm Willamette Pass. . . 
When that day CQmes, each man expects to be spat upon, 

insulted, threatened, maybe worse. Garvin figures he'll 
end up in jail. Hirons figures by dark, he and his crew 
will manage to cut down a few of the 200-year-old Douglas 
flI'S and hemlock trees growing along the ridge. 

In a better world, 'the two would be friends. Both are 
slow-spoken, thoughtful men who earnestly try to walk a 
few miles in the otber guy's·cork-sOled woodsman's boots. 
Both were bom and raised in .. these forests and depend on 
them for their livelihood. Both want the Pacific 
Northwest's logging tradition to continue well into the 
next centuIy. . . '. . 

But a new logging lilW has broken a fragile two-year-old 
truce in the region's long war of the woods. The law has . 
led to the cutting of some treasured stands of very· old 
trees stands that outraged envirOnmentalists thought they 
had sUccessfully protected afte~ years of effort. . 

Now loggers and environmentalists are bracing for a 
season of angry confrontations, civil disobedience and 
mass arrests in Oregon's forests. It has already begun 
just west of here at Warner Creek, where . 
a small group of environmentalists have camped all wmter, . 
defying deep snow and federal trespassing laws in an 
attempt to keep logging crews out of the woods. . 

.. This was a place that was not going to be saved by 
. people writing their congressman," said GarVin, 38, one . 
of the Warner Creek activists. "It was going now. We did 
what we had to do to buy a little more time. ~ 

. Both Garvin and Hirons are braced for the 
confrontation, not just at Warner Creek but in Unprotected 
forests across the region. Neither is hopeful .that the . 
peace can be restored anytime soon. 

"There's a great philosophical divide here that can't 
be bridged," said Hirons, 55, a logger for 30 years wh~ . 
now operates Mad Creek Timber Co. in nearby Mill City. 
"One side's going to win and the other side's going to 
lose. I don't see any way around that." 

Conservationists and loggers have been fighting here 
for decades, and the conflict has intensified as the . 
prized forests shrink. Once 'the great trees dominated the 
landscape from the Pacific Ocean to the Cascades' steepest 
slopes, soaring as high as a city sky~~. Today, an 
estimated 6 percent or less of the region's original old 
growth forests survive, many of them in isolated patches 
surrounded by clearcut areas. . 

Along the backroads of the Siskiyou National Forest . 
west of Eugene, only scattered patches of old growth . 
survive, distinguishable at a glance by their immense 
height and the sea-green festoonS of lace lichen that . 
cloak their branches. It is possible to drive for miles 
through the forest completely surrounded by rotting stumps 
with no full-grown trees in sight. .. 

"We're pretty near the end of it," said Hirons, whose 
small company specializes in • 'yarding" downed trees. 
using heavy equipment to haul them from the place where 
they have been cut to a spot where they can be loaded onto 
trucks. 

"For years nobody was facing up to the fact that there 
just wasn't very much left," agreed Garvin. "Now the big . 
people have a1l moved ~ut. And now it's a. -squabble be~een 
the environmental groups and -the small mill owners, trylDg 
to get what they can." , 

For a brief time, conservationists and timber interests 
attempted to talk through their differences. In 1993, the 
Clinton administration struck a compromise with a forest 
plan that permitted logging in some sensitive areas and 
forbade it in others. Neither side was content with the 
deal, hut both vowed they'd live with it. 

Then last year, Congress tipped the shaky balance. In 
an obscure bit of laWmaking known as the "timber salvage 
rider," Congress temporarily suspended all environmental 

laws for certain kinds of logging on federally owned land. 
The blanket exemption applies to trees being salvaged 

because of concerns about the forests' health. But it also 
applies to roughly 8,000 acres of healthy old-gro~ 
forests in Oregon and Washington. where planned timber 
sales had been halted because either the administration or 
the courts found the proposed logging violated. 
enVironmental laws. 

Congress' action opened those once-protected stands to 
immediate logging, and closed off virtually all legal 
challenges. Some stands in Oregon and Washington have 
already been cle~ut under the new law. Some are ~ing 
clearcut right now. Seyeral more are slated for 10gglDg as 
soon as the snow melts in the high Cascades. . 
. <EDITORS: NEXT 2 GRAFS OPTIONAL TRIM) 

The law has been a short-term boon for loggers such as 
Hirons who chafed under the restrictions of the Clinton 
forest ~1an. "The salvage rider has kept me working all 
win~ long," he said. • 

But it is a .disaster for environmentalists who saw 
belovCd woodlands going under the saw. Most 
conservationists are especially angry at President 

. Clinton, who signed the rider into law. 
(END OPTIONAL TRIM) 
"There's definitely anger, rage even," said attorney 

Marianne ~ of the western Environmental Law Center. 
"When people started making the laws work, the laws got 
taken away from them. ". . 

A conservationists' repeal effort failed last week when 
the Senate voted 54-42 to let the law stand. Now some 
environmental groups are pressuring the president to veto 
an upcoming budget bill if it doesn't contain a rollback 
of the rider. Others say they'd rather use civil 
disobedience to slow down the logging wtil the rider 
expires-at the end of August. 

<EDITORS: NEXT 2 GRAFS OPTIONAL TRIM) 
Even middle-of-the-road groups like the local Audubon 

Society chapter now say there can be no compromise with 
the timber industry. that. all logging on federal lands 
must cease until the government can figure out·a way to 
successfully combine logging and environmental protection. 

So many Audubon members have been arrested at logging 
sites recently that the chapter's conservation chairman, 
David Stone, jokes that the group's image "has gone from 
little old ladies in·tennis shoes to little old ladies in 
tennis shoes and handcuffs." 

(END OPTIONAL TRIM) 
A lot of Oregon environmentalists say theyn, prepared 

to be arrested to save places such as Warne.r Creek, a 
stand of 200-year-old trees bordering a roadless area and 
a protected wildemess. Until 1991, the Fo~st Service 
intended Warner Creek as a wildlife haven, and allowed no 

1-
logging there. 

Then someone set the woods ablaze. Nearly 9,000 acres 
burned. The arsonist was never caught, but the Forest . 
Service decided to open Warner Creek to salvage logging, 
removing some damaged trees and cutting small fltebreaks. 

Environmentalists sued to stop the sale. and won the 
first round of court battles. Then in September a federal 
judge ruled that Congress' rider stripped 'away the 
courts' authority to stop logging at Warner Creek and 
elsewhere. 

That night Garvin and a few friends drove up to Warner 
Creek. They dug a hole in the middle of a logging road, . 
lowered a 55-gallon drum intO the hole, filled the drum 
with steel bars and poured. in concrete. When rangers 
arrived the next moming to post off-limits signs, they 
found the demonstrators.in the middle of the road; 
padlocked to a buried hunk of Steel. . . 

The Warner Creek encampment has been fortified with a 
palisade fence, moat and drawbridge. Behind the paliSades 
are two blue tarpaulin teepees, one for cooking and the 
other big enough to sleep-'about a dozen people. The camp's 

. occupants have ranged from a dozen people to over a 
hundred at times. _ 

The standoff there mystifies Hirons, who. points out 
that only a few dozen acres are initially slated for 
logging. 

"I think the environmental community is really making 



Murray offers bill 
to-end woods war 
P'lan OKs on~ slOp the ulc of he.althY 

old-growth 

1 I . trees from 

~.. timber com-
)a vage OCJOln~ forests 10' 

t\.\ ~. \ paRIes. At the 
~~: =1",;" ~'''\3. ' same time, iL 

patty Mu.rray would creale 
WASHINGTON - Hapingtoend a pennanenl 

he "wu.in the woods," Sen. Patty ~I~e 'Um-
-1urny said yesterday she will ber lSystem to permit sale of treel 
ntroducc: II bDl to hal~ the con.trover- that are dyiog from insect, fire or 
,ill Io~ of healthy ol.c;l-gtDwth wind daroage. 
orens in !he Northwe;t while CO!S- Unlike the current timber rid· 
lnuinB 10 pennillhe han'eBl 01 dead er. Murray's bill would require 
lnd dying lree4 on public lands. those salV3i~ sales to comply with 

The bill by lhe Washington 'Ute environmental laws. However, 
)emoc:ral is an attempt to find a . ner legislation would speed those 
ornpromise . between environ·men· &ales so timbarmills could gell1le 
ali~ts who want tOtal repeal ot the .trees berore Ihey are rotten and 
o-QIJed timber salvage rider, 2nd useless. 
inlber eampanies that wa1\t to pre.- Presicent Climon. in a rea:nl 
<lrve' Uo.c Iweeping legis1ati~n. trip to Seattle, said he made a 
: The rider. pa~ed last swnrner by mistake in approving the timber 
:Ongess, opened tens of thDusands ~VilSe rider 2nd 1IOW supports 
f ICCes of p'.1blic (orests in the West Mumy'a attempt to "fuc" the 
tid South to leggin, and renewed a legislation. Murray inttodueee 
\ner biLltJe between consecvation- simila: legislation as an amend· 
;ts and \oU8t$. The rider' is' sclIe6- men I to the timber ri c!!r lu t year, 
jed to ~ire: in September. al tbe but ber amendment failed by one 
ild of t~e 1996 fisCal year. vole. 
: "PeopJ~ ~l),' this Issue i$ too "With {he anger and public 
Qntroycnlal to resolye. and that sentiment ~nst lhc limber rid­
vet tha years it has become too cr, 1 ,hin!< I have 21 much belter 
Olarlzed," Mumy nld. cbanc.e !his lime," ahe sid. 
, "To watch the debrille, yO\! misht However. both e.t\virDnmen· 
,ink that's tn.U!, An'/ peBon's idea is talisu and pre-limber lawmakers 
Tlmediately fej~led by aomeon~ found {aul, ",ith Mwny', leiilla­
I,sa. Ar.d that may be the: case wiOl lion. EnvircnmentalisC$ said sal-
11 bill. But if we keep T'e;ectfr\i vage loggina: end.mgera· roadleu 
very thing, we will be lett with nOlh· wild emus areas. iIId Republican 
'g, e)(ccpt rno[s chaos," Sen. Slade Gonon aaid Murray's 

Murray's bill would ImmediatelY ~]n will cost jobs. 

r . . 11 ....,.. 

~en. Murray's good 
'timber rider' plan 
s .. ·· : . r en Patty Murray has introduced 

". senslble legi!latlon to undo the 
, damage contained in the conlro-

• • : I. veJBial"tlmber salvoge'rider," 
· ,. Congress ought to adopt it (orth· 

wit'll;' 
." Tne Seattle Democrat's bill would 

amceJ the harvest of healthy ald· 
~i'oW1b trees in environmentally sensl· 
tlVU !-leu and give co!iaruer that had 
~t the tlmDer the bllo log 
elSewhere In the nBtio fort&bi or 
buy b&clc theft logginS rights from the 
Forest Semce. 

The contra venJy wa3 set in motion 
by wngm..sionaJ passage of a measure 
ma.s~u.eradlng as a means to quickly 
na~ sick or dying trees. 

Sponsored bY Re;bllcan Sen, 
SladtrtiDltOn, tri. sa e rider ex-
pa~ the definition 0 salvage and 
Te-06ened to logging healthy areas that 
had"Men put orrUmits to l~lS ctttr 
the sales were made becawe of endan­
gered spee(es habitat restrictions, 
· Sqt litt1e interest WB..9 shown by tbe 

tJ!'iIliel.1ndustry In felling the sIck trees 
that 'supposedly nrc threafening 
healtltj Stands. They have until Sep­
tember, when the rider expires. to rid 
t~:~ of this menace, 

An uniQrtunale Celltun: ui Gortunls 
legislatIon was that It allowed "sal­
vage" harvesting wLthout regard 10 
eevironmenlallaw. so the sEiles could 
not be ap'pe~ed fn court. 

A crtt1eal feature of Murray's legis· 
lation is that it restores existing envi­
ronmental laws ta the harvesrs. That 
feature must be preserved. 

There is DO persuasi\'e argument to 
be made (or suspending environmental 
laws 1n national (orests. Gorton's own 
biJl to mpe with the furor caused bj' 
his rider abo envisions buy·backs rand 
exchangeJ that wOuld allow lomtng on . 
less en9ironmenlalJ,y sensItive lands. 

BUI Gorton wou[d force the Forest 
Servfce, Blrea~ reeling underbudger 
cuts, to eat the 5100 mIllion it mar. take 
to buy back the trees. That doesn t . 
make reBl-worJd sense. 

Presl~ent Clinton Initially - and 
rightly - resi.ued the salvage rider but 
re1cmtcd and .wgned it when RepubU· 
can lawniakers attached it to B budget 
blll he wanted. On a recent visit to 
Seattle, Clinton a.dmitted the rider wac; 
a '-mistake." 

It was 8 huge mistake, as all the 
guill)' parties now seem to realize. The 
sooner they make it right and put It 
behind them, the bener off they'll be, 

.~ Po~t l:!IeJl'jeM 1'eA,/ 
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Murray Bill Introduced .... (Greenwire story yesterday) 

SALVAGE LOGGING LAW: MURRAY INTRODUCES REPEAL IN SENATE 
Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA) yesterday introduced her version of 

a bill to repeal the portions of the salvage-logging law signed 
last summer by Pres. Clinton. Murray plans to attach it to the 
continuing resolution expected to come to the Senate floor later 
this week (GREENWIRE sources) . 

Murray said her bill would put an end to controversial 
timber sales that were reissued to logging companies under the 
law, and reimpose all existing environmental laws. In exchange, 
the US Forest Service could offer those timber companies the 
right to log less sensitive areas or buy back logging rights 
(Leslie Brown, Tacoma MORNING NEWS TRIBUNE, 3/5). 

Murray said the original law was intended to speed up the 
logging of diseased and dying trees, but "it turned out to be 
legislative overkill on the environment" by opening up sensitive 
tracts to logging (Brent Walth, Portland OREGONIAN, 3/5). 

Sen. Slade Gorton (R-WA), who sponsored the original law, 
"blasted" Murray for trying to repeal a law "that has provided 
the only hope of jobs for Northwest timber communities this year" 
(Brown, Tacoma MORNING NEWS TRIBUNE). Gorton has proposed an 
amendment that would allow buy-backs and timber exchanges but 
continue suspension of environmental laws (GREENWIRE 3/1) . 

Gorton's proposal could take as much as $100 million from 
the USFS's existing budget. "Murray, who says the Forest Service 
already is facing financial problems, would have the federal 
government's claims settlement act -- a separate fund set up to 
cover government liabilities -- cover the cost of the buy-outs" 
(Brown, Tacoma MORNING NEWS TRIBUNE) . 

Sen. Bill Bradley (D-NJ) is planning to offer his measure 
supporting full repeal of the law today. Sen. Mark Hatfield 
(R-OR) is also expected to introduce language today to be added 
to the continuing resolution that would extend the expiration of 
the salvage law (GREENWIRE sources) . 

USFS REDUCES CUTS ON AK NAT'L FOREST 



Citing public concern and economic feasibility, the US 
Forest Service has reduced the amount of logging that will occur 
under the salvage-logging law on Alaska's Chugach National 
Forest. Critics had said the "controversial" cut would ruin 
views and destroy popular recreations spots (GREENWIRE 1/31). 

About 20% of the 5,525 acres planned for logging have been 
eliminated from the proposed cut on the Kenai Peninsula, 
according to USFS's Fred Prange. Forest Supervisor Larry Hudson 
characterized the acreage reduction as a normal step in the 
USFS's assessment of timber sales. But Jay Stange of the Alaska 
Center for the Environment called the reduction a victory for 
citizens' groups "that opposed logging some of Alaska's most 
accessible scenic areas" (AP/Medford [OR] MAIL TRIBUNE, 3/3). 

(c) The American Political Network, Inc. 
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President Clinton mlOgles wIth the crowd Saturday after a round-table discussion and speech at Shore1in~ Community College. 
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Clinton wants 
to repeal law on 
old-growth cuts 

By JOEL CONNELLY 
P-I NATlONA!. CORR&SPOND~1(l' 

ABOARD AIR FORCE ONE - As 
his jet new over snow<overed Cascade 
c1earcuts en route to puget Sound 
Saturday afternoon, President Clinton 
promised to heal a major ~rievance that 
environmentalists have WIth his admin-
istration. . 

Clinton said he erred last summer 
In sipning legislation that exempted 
certam sales of old·growth timber (rom 
environmental laws. The provision 
"has to be repealed," Clint~n said In an 
interview with the Post·lntelligencer. 

'This Umber rider, as it applies to 
the old-growth 
forests, has been 
a bad thing," 
Clinton added. 
"It has under­
mined our bal­
anced approach 
to groWIng the 
eeonom¥., having 
responsible log· 
~ing and preserv-
109 the environ­
ment. It's lust a 
mistake. It s not 
good over the 
long Nn for oth­
er economic In­
terests of the 
Northwest, espe­
cially salmon." 

INSIDE 
• Dole fires ad­

Visers in hopes 
of reviving his 
presldentral 
campaign. A3 Environmen­

talists have ar­
gued that the 
Clinton administration allowed Itself 10 
be "taken for a rider" when It agreed to 
the provision in an appropriations .bill 
last summer. . : 

The rider was supposed to allowfoi' 
salvage logging of diseased trees or 
bumed-<lver forests. In federal court 
lawsuits, however, the· timber industry 
has used the rider as 4 legal bulldozer 
to open up sales of old-growth trees. 
The sales were planned by the U.S. 
Forest Service before Clinton's 1994 
forest plan put In new environmental 
protections on federal timber lands. 

One such sale, a 55-acre stand of 
; old-growth trees In the Dosewallips 

watershed of the OlympiC Peninsula. 
. saw anti-logging demonstrations and 

S<!e CLINTON. Page A4 
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Clinton: Exemption to environmental law 'a mistake' 
from Page I related jobs pay on the avenge 20 

r;rcent more than nontIade-re1ated 
more !haD 100 arrests over the Presi- Jobs. One problem with America's 
dellis' Day weekend. wage stagnation is the need to get 

__ Clinton recently made the envi- people jobs where ~es grow year in 
ronment - along with edUciilion; jO& -- ani! year-ouCTh3t IS generally the 
training, Medicare and Medic:aid - a case with trade." - -
c:omerstoDe -Issue on which he is Ointon is acutely cognizant, how­
battling with the Republican-dominat- ever, of discontent over stagnating 
ed Congress. wages and feelings among Americans 

The GOP Congress has moved to that !heir economic futures are no 
bolster the West's traditional natural- longer secure. 
resource industries by easing environ- Economic discontent put him in 
mental restrictions, putting brakes on the White House four years ago. While 
federal studies and giving loggers. the_ nation has since created 7.7 
miners and livestock grazers in- million new ~obs - and piled up a 
creased coatrol over tederallauds. bevy of optimistic economic indicators 

In his Interview with the Post- that Clinton ticks off - the president 
Inte1Iigenc:er Saturday, however, Clin- acknowledged that the rising tide has 
ton echoed a view - increasingly no( lifted all Americans. 
heard from some Northwest econo- TIle president noted that about 
mists - that a heaJthy, protected half of American workers have not 
nanual environment can be an asset seen a rise in their real inmmes. Rural 
to economic growth in a new, technoI- areas and inner cities haven't received 
ogy-driven economy where bus~ a fair ~bare of new. j.obs. ~d big 
can choose where in Amenca to comparues are downswng. laying off 
locate. people who are hard-pressed to find 

But the president stressed that new work with the same income 
resource-dependent towns must no( be levels and benefits as before. 
left in the lurch. ;. -"The question for America is this: 

If the timber rider is repealed. said How can we sustain the dynamic 
C~on, he will ask Congress to ease nature of an ~nomy tt:at has given 

- short-term impacts by letting the us nearly 8 million new JObs, a record 
Forest Service find other trees for number of new businesses, with home 
mi1Is to cut. or have the option of ownership at a I5-year -high - and 
buying back timber sal= build in. a new economic security?" 

In the long run. argued Clinton, asked Chnton:. . 
preservation of unspoiled natural 85- The preslllent rejected Repub h· 
sets - air and WIller quality, fish and cans' strategy of sharply ~cing [he 
wildlife. scenery and recreation - will federal govemmer:u and CUtting .away 
help the entire Northwest grow and [he regulatory strings from busmess. 
prosper. Clinton argued that a pro-active gov-

"What's the fair answer?" he 
asked rhetorically. "If you were to cut 
all the old-growth trees, i[ would bring 
more money in the short run to those 
(IUral) areas. But it would be devastat­
ing to Washington and Oregon. Why? 
It would contribute to the pollution of 
the WIller. It would make the salmon 
problem worse. It would undermine 
why a lot of people want to live in the 
Northwest, and undennine your quali­
ty of life. 

"One great challenge. however, is 
to fmd a way to preserve the environ­
ment in a way that does not hurt these 
communities in the short run, that 
allows them to make a transition." 

The president discussed II variety 
of national and regional topics as he 
flew from Los Alamitos, Calif., to the 
Snohomish County Airport. close by 
the Boeing plant where Air Force One 
was built. 

In the early forays of his re­
election campaign, Clinton has tried 
not to mention his Republican. foes. 
but is responding intensely to the 
protectionist "America First" themes 
of Pat Buchanan's campaign for the 
GOP nomination. 

Buchanan has bolstered his case 
against free trade by posing outside 
plants shut down by American manu­
facturers who moved to Mexico. Clin­
ton responded Saturday by arguing 
that trade agreements and exports 
create exactly the kind of high-paying 
jobs the nation needs. 

"Our exports are at an all-time 
hlgh." Clinton argued "For the first 

11 time in many years, exports are 
. climbing faster than imports. not just 

in Washington state but in the entire 
,CO\UltIy. 

"If we stay on this course ... we 
will bring our trade deficit into bal- , 

emment, and action by Congress, is 
still needed on several fronts. 

"Keep doing everything you can to 
keep growing the economy," he said. 
"Invest in the education and training 
of the work force. Invest In tec:hnor­
ogy. Provide for some of the security 
problems people face when they are 
forced to change l!bs. 

"Pass the bill. now before the 
Senate, saying that you can't lose your 
health insurance when you S 
jobs or when somebody in your fa . 
gets sick.. Provide means for I 
businesses to set up pensions. ~Iop 
a system where people can carry their 
pensions with them from pne job to 
another." 

Clinton reiterated his call for a 
voucher in which people who lose 
their jobs would get a grant from the 
federal government and decide tor 
themselves what form of retraining to 
seek. 

"Finally, raise the minimum 
wage," said Clinton. "It is about to 
drop to a 4{).year low in purchasing 
power. It is inexplicable why Congress 
will not schedule a vote on the 
minimum wage. It is just wrong. It 
affects millions of people, not just 
those at the minimum wage but those 
just above it:· 

Clinton gave an oblique answer 
when asked if he will renew China's 
most-favored-nation trading status, a 
decision he must make by June. 

The president is widely expected 
to renew trade advantages for China, 
despite its human rights record and 
recent foreign policy belligerence. But 
he may hold off on MFN status for 

Vietnam in order to avoid fighting two 
battles with conservative critics in 
Congress. -----

"What I hope we can do is 
continue to integrate China into the 
family of nations,- and-continue to 
work toward more open and more fair 
trade. n said Clinton. 

The issue is of high importance 
locally. China is experiencing a rapid 
increase in air travel and needs to 
replace old Russian-made passenger 
planes.. But the Seattle area has seen 
protests against China's suppression 
of dissidents as well as its iron-fisted 
rule of Tibet 

Air Force One is likely to make 
more stops in the Northwest this JUl­
As Cinton napped before his inter­
view, aides reiterated that Washington 
and Oregon are vital to the pRSiden&'a 
re-dection ~ in November_ 
Clinton has been In the region eight 
times since taking office in 1993_ 
Saturday marked the fourth time that 
he has spent aU or part of a weekend 
on public activities. . 

One previous Democratic presi­
dent used Washington as part of a 
political comeback strategy. But in 
1948, before presidents jumped 
around the countJy by jet, Harry 
Truman was able to take an afternoon 
off and go salmon fishing. 

Told of what Truman did, Clinton 
remarked that salmon fishing sounds 
like 8 good idea - if he ever gets the 
rime. 
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Timber rider 'mistake' 
meant to address. 

I t's good news, as far as it goes, 
that President Clinton says the 
timber salvage rider legislation he 
signed was '1ust a mistake" and 

should ~ repealed. 

So by the time political outrage and 
the tortuous machinery of Congress 
can be brought to bear on this matter, • 
the old-growth trees that are the center 

The rider expires at the end of this 
year. The timber companies therefore 
are hurrying to make lumber of 
healthy old-growth trees in endangered 
habitat zones, not merely diseased or 
fire-prone ones the law supposedly was 

of the dispute may well have vanished. 
In that case, all we're likely to be 

left with thanks to this monumental 
blunder is renewed warfare in the 
Northwest woods and more delightful 
vistas of sawed-off stumps. ( 

... 
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Bt'Qleea Promises ~d Lawt Poliq SUGQ: han Oia(oll', V1ews Oea.r: No TImber 

Wa.'ihingtOn, D.C. ~ U.S. Stl1a1,OC Slade Goooa (ll-WA) aid rho Pccsident·s call for a 
repeal of the "salvogc tiroba" leg.wuOll coupled widl hb Iegaqr of broken limber promises 
have sent the Northwest a c:lear message: !he Jhe::sid«lllt want! a zero Umbel' harvest level. 

"It's a cynical way IP treat Washingtnn's thnbcr communities. Our timber 
communities have been ~ with one too lXlany Cfultoo har!dshakt.s dlat tum into a slap in 
the face." Gorton said. 

In a wedcend uip to the Northv:est. dIe Prwdwl l!JSW"ecS a gnNp of hd" political 
supponers that be shar¢d their I.>al of repealing tilbbt.f' JcgWatiOll he signed into law last 
spring. He also renewed his ~est for lcgis:btioll pvi~~g blrJl "'fte:cibllity" to restlUctU.r8 
some timber C04t:nlCtS - mOOr rejecting suc:b a proposull~s Ulan a month ago. 

The legislation the PrmidmI now W'anl"l repalod aUows for. har.rest levd !hat is a 
fraction of what it was tea. yean 8g0. It repr~~·Q~.s only one..tenth of the traditional harvest 
level. -. 

Some members are ,,"orkini behind. the suncs to try and repeal the l~slaTion. They 
too seek. a zero harvest level, and support the gails of nt.wcll eavitonnaenta1 groups. 

Gorton says their effa( lB will Dot m\>ve forwsrd a.ru1 pointed out thal just last week. at 
the Seventh American Forest Conference. l Soo individ\!ats comprisi.Dg a tnle "citizen 
congress" met and voted on wheth« or JlOt to repC31 !be ItJgi,latioa The group voted 
overwhelmingly against rt.-pea1. 

"Ow timber romllluniues realize that we 'NIl! UC~Cf iee a rctum to hismri~ harVest 
levels in the Northwe:;t. Whitt they don't accept - CUld WhM 1 don't accept ~ is the 
President's view that a balanced timber polJc:y metltlS bringing the timber harvest level down 
to zero," GallOn added. 

-..,..._ .. __ .---_ .. 
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INCONSIS1'ENClES IN THE PJtESIDENT'S STAT.EMENT 

(1) The President 5." KFnt, the oM Il"Gwth PJ,"()'f1!ioas mnst be npeale4. 71 Why? 
'I1le PcesidCJlt $tates that,. -We aft L1ISinc mr.k"iltf~· 

The facts: 

19 D1iUion of these acres arc pro~d in wil«kntcs.1, para. research. olcl Dowrnh and 
riparian areas. , . 

. 6.300 acres of che 2.S millioo are coveted in ,ectw.a 2001{k} or 318 limber sales. which is 
roughly ou-Jiftlt of {JM PUCeifl oJ toW nwrrik!lIs~OI. 

P_2 

These facts hardly slJI)port tbe presl4em"s 1U.~{Il ~ we are losiu& ancient fores~. in face 
it proves thcopposire. 1b sales under t':Ie 2001 00 pr<wbiol1 comtitut.c Oue-teDUl of the 
region's traditional harvest l~el 

I1J The President sa~ "The t:iDlbe:r rider bl1S ~ wounds.that ..rae Just 
_ beglmtiDg to heal DIiddr Ilf1 Northwest FGt~ P"" " 

The Pte.-;ident's For~ PIau may h3:ve heaJed the wouOOs of extremists who want to see 
absolutely no timber cut from fed.eral laDd$. but it hIS done little if anydUng co heal the 
woWl<fs of people in timber co11ll'Juoit1es. The Presldtull". promise of a set. annual timber 
harvest level has never ~ met. 

. 
[3] The Presi&:Ul sap tb.tc the tiraha- aod s3lvlltt pr(t~Qa bas ~shut the courtroom 
door to citium . ., 

The timber provision did pDt an end to the multitude of friwJlcus lawsuits filed by extremists 
to stop timber sales. but the til\lber prO\'lsIOD does provide ao expedited legal process if a 
lawsuit is successfully f.d~ We've streamlined the pJoceas. 

(4] The President sa15, "we DRd to be able to adfbtS5 a Slmaber of the 014 growth sU!:s 
. tile courts have already foruJlu to nkase. ~-erOR, I am caJfJAC OD Cuugtess to 

gil'e us broader fl6ibiJity -In orr'-~I reptncemem: timM .. and for extreme c&iCS, buy 
out authority." 

The President wanlS authority U) n:plar.:e the umbel 33.!ea with other sales. or EO bUy out the 
sales. A month ago, Gorton offered me President the flexlbility he asked for. but the 
PresideDt rejected it. 

-How does one wOl'k with IIl1 adminirtl-atioa. that a.~ fur somctbinc, IdS it, rrJec:ts It, 
and tben ask5 for it 8&3111? How "awd a p.~"Ut lQ~ • chlJd who asks for .50mething, 
gets it. tbrows it OD the Dooc .. and thea d(o!O]aod.9 thllt Ole pfa'eDt Ii". ~ back to blm.! 
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The presidcJlt proposes (0 buy Out some of d{t umbel sa.le$, but has neZlCctect to provide the 
offset. or the dollar amoum needed to purc~ she tizt~ sales. The president has been at 
thw job for nearly four YeatS. and be still hu ~ot fleurtd out (bat money clat.sn't grow 0.11 
lI'ees. Roup eMim,Hta ,~w rbat it WOIl!d cmt llullA1reds of minions of cloUm - JIloDCy 
fedual taxpayers ca.n'f aIfordto coush lip. . . • 

Furthermore, me adlllinlstn!tion has n.,7t )'et approw;b,eld individual timber sale holders to 
cfiscw;s -objccrlowlb16- $.ak.ltmd me PQS6ibiIlty of o1Jbjnl replacement tim~. If the 
admi~tra.tloJl ~Cl'"e lrUly ~ed to pr~ Wcs iI findJ cbj~JSaBIe aDd fulfilling 
these contract!. 0Qe WQuld Ih.blk rbat It w01.lld have ta.\e21 the time to discuss the 
objectionablo timber ~ea with the sale holders., 

[51·The P.residMt stit1,'$lhat -ft ue:e41O tske. brcllook at the salvace program.. ••• 
lncludlDC repeaL" . 

. " 

'" 
People in t:i.m.bcr commun.~ have evet'} riPt to ~ coaft.mcS by me President9

, coDflictia& 
StatemenES oil the issue of -salvage- tiJ1J:bet. Ad~msrtitioJ1 off'JCials stated in 1994 that the 
adminimatiOA would irilplemeot aD -azgrf$Ssivc" tiniWr Jalvaie program. but its bCk record 
proves that Ibe adndnisntilloo ca.nnot W11k the talk it tatb so welL 

. 
This administratioll fw DO( e1fe1l met i1s owu sal"'8g~ volume targ~. volume tar'lets 
developed before tbe enact(IJ.e1lt of the salvage proglUl. . , 

f6l SEVENTB AMEIUCAN FOllEST CONFERUfCE 

Last week the SeveD.m Ammcan ForC&t Con.feteflCe InCt to discuss timber rc1atecl issues. 
The meeting brings together a 4ivet~ &ruup of intCt~t1 ranging &o~ euvirotunentalists. . 
university professors •• tate agelk..'1' heads. indusuy. labor. lan<l owners. U'ibal repr~tives. 
and ochers - «ruly a "d~JlS OlJlll't!SSn on timber iJ-soes. The c:on.meDCe brought together 
1500 individuals (11 from out of Ihc COtltttry) to DC 10 dbctw timber~. Durin& the 
coufe.rence 'VoteS ..-ere Qkou on several is:sUt:S~ inctudt1:Si the repeal of the timtJer and salvage 
provisions. Our views were su'ppo~d by a vase tttl1jcJ!ky of the p&nicipants at the 
coaference. . Here are a re..., of the VOleS on some retc.vam issues; 

Item #61: 
lrem 112S: 
Item 126: 
Ite1%l127: 

Repeal the timber-salvage law. Dcfealed 711·252 (113 unc1ecided). 
No loging on public iands. De~ 98747 (53 undecided). 
No timber roa4 coost.ruction OD public ta,nds. Dcfca1e4 976-51 (58 undecided). 
No loggir!g in roadless areas. DefeaItd 611-185 (259 undecided). 
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The le~~ of btoJc~ pro4Jlises: 

.aIn 1m. the Ptesid.;an prc'rniStld the leg~~ fill annual twvest level (1.1 billion 
board fc.!t JU!t year) foDowing his "For • .- Cotift%(l.Jlce." The President completely 
falled ro deliver. H.arvest levels n:maia a mere frlctiOD at.wblt Northwest timber 
communities were promised. • 

,.. In 1995~ the Whi1c House !lq.'Otiazed and IISr@ CO a timb~ amendment to 
give me region a sraaU timber huven - a ~ degree of RIic:f. 

•• UponligtOOg it info law, the Wbir.a Hoo.~c ~ to ilnplement it. forcing 
SUPPORtl3 or abc legislation to go to COOl't iu GI'de{ to compel the Wbite House to 
implement the law . 

•• A Dlollth ago. Ite Pt-.:sidetlt cWmcd ~uit he did BOt know what the legislatioo 
CDta~ despite COr;tll17}~ Ileviogs aD thel IUbjf,a. ,""Dgn:ssional debate aAd cOundess 
houri of wdW negotiations. 

··lk Presidem furtha Siated tb.a'l the le~~ion didn't give him enongh flexibility to 
opt out of old growth !8te3 and he wanICd C~ to fix it. But whCJl ofrered 
legislatioll to address his COl1ccoa.. rhe Pi-esidMt Rjectcd it. 

•• Last w~d he dliingcd COlm\e again. rcn~ his caJ1 (or the v~ legislation 
he l'ej~ed lasr: mouth. 

•• He ~ a atqJ fW~ 1Ule! called for I total r<eV'ai of the legislatioD. plac.inS 
himself rmnly OD. the side of l"ddical groups wh(ljc goal is a zero barvest·Sevel. 

P.ll 
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EDIT.ORIALS 

Timber salvage bill was 
clear-cut bait 'n' switch 

T HE NORTHWEST timber wars have been joined again, with chain 
saws whining in the ancient forests ofWashingtpn and Oregon while 
environmentalists resort to civil disobedience and street demonstra­

tions in an attempt to stop them. 
All this due to a little congressional bill called the "Emergency Salvage 

Timber Sale Program," passed by Congress last year. 
President Clinton. who eventually signed that bill, now says he believed 

that it would apply only to diseased or fire-prone forests - not to what's left of 
old-growth (orests. Timber interests. including Republican Sen. Slade Gorton, 
say that's hogwash; he knew. or should have known, what he was signing. 

The record favors the president. Nearly a ~'ear ago. last March 3, Gorton 
f~ed to The Times a six-page press release laying out eight arguments for his 
timber bill. His document refers repeatedly to "salyage logging." There is no 
mention of old-growth timber, 

"We're not talking about clear-cuts in the Olympics," Gorton argued in his 
release. "These operations will pull dead, dying, burnt, diseased, blown-down 

, and bug-infested timber out of the forest, and reforest the salvag'ed areas. It's 
an important part of restoring these (orests to health." . 

. Gorton's arguments made sense. That's why he won support from the 
White House and others who were willing to relax environmental laws to allow 
s,alvage logging, generate much-needed jobs and reduce the fire danger in 
Northwest forests. 

Qnly later was the bill expanded to include long-delayed sales of old-growth 
timber. A year later. Gorton's plan has generated little or no salvage logging. 
Instead, loggers are attempting to clear-cut an ancient stand of Douglas firs in 
the Olympics, where fire is not an issue. Gorton's backers, including this 
n'ewspaper, feel lured into a bait·and·switch game. 

The amount of timber at issue is modest - certainly not enough to 
undermine the biological health of Northwest forests. And Gorton makes a 
reasonable argument that the old-growth timber is being cut under 6·year-old 
contracts that should be honored . 

. The point is.this: Gorton won initial, bipartisan support by peddling his 
salvage rider as one thing. And the Northwest is being asked to live with Quite 
another, This puts President Clinton on solid ground to reconsider his 
agreement to a good deal gone bad. 

Timber rider 'mistake~/ ( 
~~ IJ)U 

I
t's good news, as far as it goes, meant to add~s. . . 
that President Clinton says the So by the nme pohtlcal outrage and 
timber salvage' rider legislation he the tortuous machinery of C~ngress 
signed was "just a mistake" and can be brought to bear on thlS matter, 

should be repealed. , the old-~rowth trees that are the ~nter 
The rider expires at the end of this of the dISpute may we~l h~ve vanIshed. 

year. The timber companies therefore In ~hat case, all w~ re likely to be 
are hurrying to make lumber of left Wlth .thanks to thlS mon~mental 
healthy old.grolNth trees in endangered blunder IS renewed warfare in ~he 
habitat zones not merely diseased or Nonhwest woods and more dehghtful 
fire-prone on~s the law supposedly was vistas of sawed-off stumps. 
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elmo ton wan' 'ts"': ., .. ~,'.',:. ,.... 
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to repealja~. oi.~,~, S 
old-growth':'ctitS'~ ~ , 

;;ja.~ ByJOELCO __ ····~.. t· .... 
A I P.l NATIONIJ. CO~Nl)~~ ".: '-' 

ABOARD AIR FORCE 'ONE '''''~ I ~ hl~ jet flew oyer snow-cowred CaIc:I~~, !, , . 
clearcuts en route to Puget' ~4 ,\'.' ' 
~turday afternoon,' ~ldent ~ ,,~ 
promised to heal a major ~vanc:e~ : 
environmentalists have'With his admJn; 
istration. ',1. ::'..; 

Clinton said he emdJaSt' , 
in signing legislatiOn:thit'," ~ 
certain sales of old-growth,u m~'fl'.lllVCl 
environmental laws. ··'''HI~·,·n'l 1'O~lhOn 
"has to be repealed," ',said ~ 
interview with the . ~ • 

. "This timber rider; ~·it, ' =-
• 'the old-growth '.' , 
I !onm, has been 

\

' a bad thing," 
Cllnton added. ~ 

I "It has under· 
mined our, bal- " 
an~d approach, I ~ 
to groWlng the" . 
economr.. tiaving , ' 
responsible 10i' 
~ing and preserv­
mg the environ­
ment ,It's lust a 
mistake. It s not 
good over the ,1~.SIDE 
long ' run for oth- .'~;A'·':~ a'd.' . 
er economic in· wv{c u,\~ 

~:~~~f';:;' ': ':rr:,~~ 
dally salinon.if ' ""'ptesideati&l 

Envf:onmen- e&:mpUpl. Al. 
tallsts have ar· ", ... " & 

gued that the "'..'; .:" 
Clint\>n administration allowed ltstl! to 
,be "taken tor a rider" when it ~,lo 
the provision in an appropriatio~ 'bj]{ 
last summer. . .... " 

The rider was supposed to al'lo.~:rot 
salvage logging of diseased. trees' or 
burned-over forests. In federal 'tQUIj. 
lawsuits. hOWeVl!f, the timber indUstry 
has used the rider as a legal buI14ci~i' 
to open up sales of old·g'n)wth ~s .. 
The sales were planned by the, US, 
Forest Service before Clinton'S 1994 
forest plan put in new environmental 
protections on federal timber lands. 

One such sale. 8 55·acre stand of 
old·gro\lo'th trees in [he Dosewal!ips 
.... ·atershed of the Olympic Penirisula. 
sa\!,' an:i-logg;ng demonstntions' and 

- :,,~ .. 

\ " 
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I 

I 



02126/96 11:56 FAX 206 553 0891 SEN PAITY HURRAy ...... DC PRESS OFfICE ~ 011/024 

Clinton: Exemption to environmental law 'a mistal 
From Page I .~~ f.\ i 
more than 100 arrests over the Presi­
dents' Oay weekend. 

Clinton recently made the envi­
ronment - along With education, job­
training, Medicare and Medicaid - a 
ccmemone Issue on which he is 
battling with the Republican:dominat­
ed Congress. 

The GOP Congress has moved to 
bolster the West's traditional natural­
resOUrtl! industries by easing environ­
me.nw restrictions. putting bnkes on 
federal studies and riving loggen, 
miners and livest~ grazers in­
creased control over federal lands. 

In his interview with the Post­
lntelllgencer Saturday, however, Clin­
ton echoed a view - increasingly 
heard from some Northwest econo­
mists - that a healthy, protected 
natural environment can be an asset 
to economic growth in a new, technol­
ogy-driven economy where businesses 
can choose where in America to 
locate. 

But the president stressed that 
resource-dependent towns must not be 
left in the lurch. 

If the timber rider is repealed, said 
Clinton, he will ask Congress to ease 
short·term impaC'ts by letting the 
Forest Service find other trees for 
mills to cut, or have the option of 
buying back timber sales. 

In the long run. argued Clinton, 
preservation of unspoiled natural as· 
sets - air and water quality, fish and 
wildlife, scenery and reereation - will 
help the entire Northwest grow and 
prosper. 

"What's the fair answer?" he 
asked rhetorically. "If you were to CJt i 
all the old-growth trees, it would bring I 
more money in the short Nn to those . 
(rural) areas. But it ".'ould be devastat· i 

ing to Washington and Oregon. Why? 
It would contribure to the poUution of 
the water. It would make the salmon 
problem wo~e. It would undermine 
Why a lot of people want to live in the 
Northwest, and undermine your quali. 
ty of life. 

"One great challenge, however, is 
(0 fUld a way to preserve the environ· 
ment in a way that does not hurt these 
communities In the short Nn, that 
allows them to make a transition." 

. The president discussed a variety 
of national and regional topics as he 
flew from Los Alamitos. Calil., to the 
Snohomish County Airport. close by 
the Boeing plant where Ajr Fol'Cf One 
was built 

In the early fol'a)'5 of b.I.s re­
election ca.mpal(n.· Clinton bas tried 
not to mention his Republican foes, 
but is ruponding intensely to the I 
protectionist "America rlI'St" themes 
of Pat Buchanan's campajen for the I 
GOP nornin .. rhm. . 

Suc;l'lanan has bolstered his case 
against free trade by posing outside . 
plants shut d()'.l.'I'l by American manu­
facturers who moved to Mexico. Clin· 
ton responded Saturday by arguing 
that trade agreements and exports 
creare exactly the kind of high-paying 
jobs the nation need$. 

"Our exports are at an all·time 
high." Clinton argued. "For the tirs: 
rime in many years, exports are 
climbir.g faster thS:l L-r.ports. not just 
in Washingion state bur in the entin: 
country. 

"I( we S:8\' on tl-.:.s cour:.t ..... ,. 
",'ili brir.g ou~ trade defici: i.OJ!O ba:· 
ance and w<! .... "ill slowl\, cr~alt more 
jOb5 that are hlgh.pay:ng jobs. Trede· 

related jobs pay on the average 20 
~rcenr more than nontrade·related 
JObs. One problem with America's 
wage stagnation is the need to get 
people jobs where wages grow year in 
and year out. That is generally the 
case with trade." 

Clinton is acutely cognizant. how. 
ever, of discontent over stagnating 
wages and feelings among Americans 
that their economic future5 are no 
longer secure; 

Economic discontent put him in 
the White House four yea~ ago. While 
the nation has since mated 7.7 
million new jobs - and piled up a 
bevy of optimistic economic Indicators 
that Clinton ticks off - the president 
acknowledged that the rising tide ha.s 
not lifted all Americans. 

The president noted thaI about 
half of American workers have not 
seen a rise in their real incomes. Rural 
areas and inner cities haven't received 
a f!ir share of new jobs. And big 
companies are do'NllSizinJ, laying off 
people who are hard·pressed to find 
new work with the same income 
levels and benefits as before. 

''The question tor America Is this: 
How can we sustain the dynamic 
nature of an economy that has given 
us nearly 8 million new jobs, a record 
number of new businesses, with home 
ownership at a 15-year high - and 
build in a new economic security?" 
asked Clinton. 

The pmicienr. rejeeted ~ubli­
cans' strategy of sharply reducing the 
federal government and cutting away 
the regulatory strings from business. 
Clinton argued that a p~active go\,o 

emment, and action by Congress, is 
still needed on seve~ fronts. 

"Keep doing eveJYth1nl you can to 
keep growin, the economy," he said. 
"Invest In the education and training 
of the work force. Invest in technol· 
o~. Provide tor some of the security 
problerru people face when they are 
forced to thange jobs. 

"Pass the bill, DOW before the 
Senate, saying that you can't lose your 
health insurance when you change 
jobs or when somebody in your family 
gets sick. Provide means for small 
businesses to set up pensions. Develop 
a $)'Stem where people can a.rry their 
pensions with them from one Job to 
another." 

Clinton reiterated his call for a 
voucher in which people who lose 
their jobs would ret a pant from the 
·federal ,ovtmment and decide for 
themselves what form of retraining to 
seek. 

"Finally, nise the minimum 
wage," said Clinton. "lr is about ro 
. drop to a 4Q.year low in purchi.sing 
power. It is inexplicable whY Congress 
Will not schedule a vote on the 
minimum wage. It is just wrong. It 
afferu millions of people, not just 
those at the minimum wage but those 
Just above It" 

Clinton ~ave an oblique answer 
when asked If he will renew China's 
most·favored·nation trading status, a 
decision he ml1St make by June. 

The president Is widely expected 
to renew trade advantages for China. 
despite Its human riJ~~ record and 
recent foreign polley ~ce. Bur 
he may hold off on MFN status for 

'. -. 
-" ....... ----............. = Vietnam i~ order to avoid fighting rwo 

battles Wlth conservative critics in 
Congress . 

......... 
......... , 

'. " -..... ..... "What I hope we can do is 
continue to integrate Chil'Ul into the 
family of nations, and continue to 
work toward more open and more fair 
trade," said Cliruon. 

The issue is of high importance 
locally. China is experiencing a rapid 
increase in air travel and needs to 
replatt old Russian-made passenger 
planes. But the Seattle area has setn 
protests agall:lst China's suppressJon 
of dissidents as well as Its iron-fisted 
rule of Tibet. 

Air Force One is likely to make 
more ~ops in the NorthwC$t this year. 
As Clinton napped before his imtr· 
view,aides reitented thlrt Washington 
and Oregon are vir.al to the pl'eSldent'$ 
r~Jection stra~ in November. 
Clinton has been JIl Ibt rt(ion eight 
times since Iakin2 office in 19~3. 
SaNrday marl<erl die fourth time that 
h!i has spent all or pan of a weekend 
on publiC activities. 

One previous Democratic presi. 
de1!t. used Washington as part of a 
polibC31 comeback strategy. Bur in 
1948~ before presidents jumped 
around the country by jet. Harrv 
Truman was able to take <In aitemoor: 
off and go salmon fishing. 

Told of what Truman did. Clinto;, 
r:emarked that salmon fishing sOl.!n~ 
hke a good Idea - if he ever gtts tt:t 
llIne. 

1 



, " , ' , , Duncan Uvlngston(The News Tribune 

Microsoft Chalnnan Bill Gates,center,tells President Clinton the detaifs of G~es' $10,inlllion donation to Washlngloncommunlty colleges In Shoreline on Saturday. 

II11fJUf Ldf Il,;e ur retraining errorts 

By Peter Callaghan " 
The News Ti-ibune 

SHORBiiIiNE ..,:President CliIitOii· stOOd nertto one of 
the world:'srugh-tech gurus here Saturday and told 
Americans to embrace change and accept technology 
"as our friend and not our enemy." . ' 

While acknowledging that many workers blame tech­
nology for the loss of hundreds of:thoUsands of jobs, 
Clinton said the American economic future depends on 

. training workers to use technology and computers. The 
nation, he said, cannot "repeal the laws of change." 
, "The way to the future is not to back up rin the tech­

nology revolution but to work through it and don't stop 
. until every single American benefits from it instead of~ 
ingpunished by it," Clinton told a by-invitation-only 
rally at Shoreline Community Col­
lege north of Seattle. 

"We cannot go forward as a coun­
try where half of us are growing, 
and half of us are stuck," he said. 
"But we have no choice but to. do 
whatAniericans have always done, 
to take on the challenges of the fu­
ture and to march right through 
them." ' ' , A Forbes win 

In' a four-hour visit that was a 
campaign stop in everything but 
name, Clinton used the college as a 
prop to emphasize his administra­
tion's efforts in training and re­
training. Nearly one-third of the 
school's 8,000 students are in oc­
cupational training programs that 

• ' . , . '. Include a national award-winning 

,~~~r.~~~~LU.<~~U4I!Qel..u.t.ti--"",,'2~t~~~ga¥,,-cks repeal of salvage logging measure F.~:t~:~~~~~:~:'1n: 

.' steve Forbes 
on Saturday won 
the Delaware 
presidential 
primary, whic,h 
was ignored by all 
the other GOP 
candidates. Sen. 
Bob Dote finished 
second; Pat 
Buchanan was 
third. A3. 

By Audra Ang y, lake Park, White House press secretary to the companies in some cases. ment," said Pete Soverel, who was speak- - gram. , 
, The Associated Press A1 Mike McCurry said Clinton informed 'l3!tty Murray is going to help us fix ing on behalf of anglers. "The main cause He called for continuing invest-
':;:';':~~-------,--J-f.<l---- Washington state officials Saturday af- it," Clinton saia during his speech at the of salmon extinction in Western Wash- ment in technology partnerships 

More than 1,000 environmentalists ral- ternoon that he supports, repeal of one college, referring to the Democratic sen- ington is logging. This clearcut deal is with business, in student assistance programs and in eco­
lied with signs and speeches Saturday in provision in the salvage timber measure ator from Washington. He called it a mis- bad for fish, it's bad for the forest, and nomic transition assistance. 
Seattle to push for repeal· of legislation th~t reopened old-growth logging. take to log old-growth timber and blamed it's bad for us." Th emphasize and illustrate those points, Clinton first 

'

that allows for logging of dead and dying "The problem in part is that the Forest it on the "law of unintended conse- The fishing and environmental com- metwith students and staff, including four students 
timber. Hours later, they picked up the Service E;lxpanded the definition of what is quences." ' mllnities contend that logging ruins ranging in age from 38 to 50 who arele~g new skills 
hoped-for support of President Clinton. available for cutting," McCurry said dur- At the Westlake Park rally, the pro- streams and rivers where salmon live and after being laid offdue to business reorganizations or 
, Rally organizers want Congress to re-ing the president's appearance at Shore- testers also argued that the Forest Service downsizing. Later, he watched as Microsoft Chairman destroys trees vital to maintaining the Bill G d bed hi fth peal a measure approved last summer line Community College north of Seattle. is abusing the law and cutting down ates escri 's vision 0 e computer as a COffi-

right environment for salmon breeding. " bin ted to th I te t thr h that they say endangers not only old- He said the presideritalso is seeking healthy trees in nationalforests. murucatlODS mac e connec e n me oug 
growth forests 'but the salmon industry. legislative authority to buyout 'timber "It's kind of ridiculous to be here trying Staff writer Peter Callaghan contributed 

AbOut five hours after the rally at West- contracts or provide replacement timber to defend our forests from our govem- to this report. Please see Clinton, A 7 
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=lintoncampaigns on jobs 
-esident pushes for technology-education link in Shoreline visit 

A I,A N BERNER I S~:ATTLF. TIMES 

jokes during a round-table discussion with Microsoft Chairman BiU Gates and Shoreline Community College students. 

K MATASSA 
INE K. VARNER, 
imes staff rePortirs 

RELlNE - Drawing on his 
,e Community College setting as a 
,nd metaphor for American life, 
It Clinton' yesterday saideduca-
technology are the keys to the 

.A' 

TERRY MCDERMOTI:As GOP 
marches right, president sidles into 
, the middle ground. A 2 

nation's economic future. 
In both a speech and a roundtable 

discussion preceeding it, Clinton said 
institutions like Shoreline provide the sort 
of workforce retraining that people need 
in the changing economy. 

But just as important, he said, the 
nation's vocational and community col­
leges set an excellent example of coopera' 
tion, ingenuity and grassroots community 

spirit. 
"They're thoroughly democratic ..,. 

small 'd' - in the best sense of the wor,d," 
Clinton said. "And that's important. It's 
how the country ought to work." , 

The president also opened his speech 

PLEASE SEE Clinton ON A 2 
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Wjth:a promise to work on repealing a " 
portion of the so-called timber sal< 
vage rider, which has allowed some' 
logging of old-growtll'forests in the' 
Northwest. ' 

Clinton saidDemocratic.Sen Pat -
'" Mum:., who, accompanied him 

I throughout his visit, would work on a 
, bill this week to repeal the old­
growth provisions of the rider while 
continuing to allow some salvage 
logging. 

The administration has made 
"one or two mistakes due to the law 
of unintended consequences.',One is 
the way the timber rider has been 
carried out. Sen. Murray is going to 
fix it," he said to thunderous ap­
plause. 

His appearance, which included a 
roundtable discussion with Microsoft : , BETTY UDESEN ISEATTLE 
Chainnan Bill Gates and a group of President Clinton waves farewell to the crowd after speaking yesterday in Shoreline. 
Shoreline Community College ,stu-
dents and staff and the invitation~nly room - that technology is an equal- ' 
speech to an audience, of 2;000;\ was izer·- 'and make it trUe in the 'Roundtable panel 
part of a West Coast Political trip paid workforce."'" " ' 
for by the Clinton-Gore'eampaign. During the roundtable in a service , These were the participants in President Clintan 's roundtable 

As a political event, the visit had, bay of the school's 'automotive train- discussion on job retraining at Shoreline Community College: " 
several benefits for Clinton and other ing ,center, 'Clinton demonst:rated ' • Bill Gates,. chiJirman 'and CEO oj Microsoft Carp. :' . 
Democrats.' , what' may, be his greatest political, • Jeff Beltran, 20, Shoreline Community College student body president. 

In delivering his, speech to an gift: empathizing With the perSpnal . • Joan Keaunul,50, ajonnerretail worker who returned to school to , " 
invitation-only' audience, the' presi- 'stories of ordinary Ariletlcansaild study applied sciences, in healthinjonnatian technology: ' ,', . 
dent assured hiinself i warm recep-: using them to make his oWn .points. • Jack Carroll,'a local Chrysler dealer, a key fund-raiser jor the Shoreline" 
tion. "Seattle loves Bill Clinton," said . Wh~n' forUm participant Jerome " ' , 
'a typical sign, and the cheers were so Skorzewski mentioned that he likes autOmotive educatiOn program. . ,.'. ,,'. 
long and loud that Gates, in his to go fishing, Clinton said, "You .CaraleeCheney,projessorojbiologyandhazardousmaterials 
remarks; obserVed: "This may be the would be amazed athow much time management at Sho/eline. , ' , '" 
most lively' audience Ii'l.e ever spok.. we've' spent in' : the. White, House • Abdul A.Leerri:Ahmed, staff o;ssistant jor ajoint Boeing Co~-
en in front of." , preserying Northwestsalrilori." Aerospace MachiniSi$ Unianprogram/or lai44fBoeingworkbs: 
'. -While there were· protesters in, Outside the ShOI'l;!line gymnasi- • Jerome Skorzewskl, 49, q.dislocated worker who is s/U4ying in the 
downtown Seattle and at the college, um, ertvironmental cOncerns were on college 's hazardOUs'::1JU1terials~tri41iage1nent program. . '. . > 

none could get close enough to com- the minds, of many in the crowd.' • MonlcaWalker,38, arWther displaced wdrker who is now in the 
promise ,the, live TV images of the ' " Standirig among a group of people ChryslirApjiret/ticeship Program at ShOreline. ' . . .' 
presldent.·' . who, carried handmade sign~ that • Chris Pe,na,45,.ajormerprinterwho is now:studyingmultinieditz in tile " 

Also, he was able to hit on many of read, "Repeal the salvage rider;" Lisa co/leue's visual communications, tec/i1'Joiocro iworwnm. . . 'C,: 

his presumed campaign themes..,... O'Connor, a Seattle' graphic artist, 0' 6J Y' 6'-

education as economic'equalizer, the said Clinton'had beeri naive to agree ' • Holly Moore,directOr.oj projessional/technical educatian and the wm'Ili;;:':;~n 
need, for a strong environment, his to the Northwest. timber deal. . ior.ce traini"$ tiro,grqinli at Shoreline. :,' " 
x:~ 'reducing the size .ofgovem-, "Because'Clinton agieed to their 
ment - without seeming-overtly' shabby de3I, it's ~till business: as 
political; There w~re no references' . usUlil for the timber Companie~,", 'she 
to. tge' election, for example;' ·ajdessaid. . " 
even: taped over part of a welcoming Gates u~ed the appearance to·;' 
biin.ri~r that said "Paid for; by Clinton announce that Microsoft will donate 
GOre Primary '96 Committee Inc!" '$10 million worth of software to the 

, ·In his speech, the,presidentintro- state's coinmunity colleges. 
duced Monica Walker, a participant " Clinton thanked Gates for what 
in, the roundtable discussion, as an he called "an important gift" , 
example of the sometimes painful 'In a swipe at. congressional Re­
forces of change in the economy .. ' publicans, 'hesaid if the unfinished 

"Walker, 38; worked fora large:' budget debateincll.!des any ~ CUts, ' 
insurance company for 19 years be- "the first and most importa,nt 'ought , 
,fo~~osing het job ~Iien her ~~ploy- tobe'forcolIe~~ J~~9.~." ... ' ,.;:;: ',. 
,.~t:.¥ft the area. Usmga grant mten4- '. Along the presIdent's: motorcade 
:.e~Hbr displaced timber workers - route, residents stoOd outside their 
~Il~i;job had been in a timber-depen- homes in the brisk air and more than 
'aeiit : community, she said - she a few held signs accusing Clinton of 
:eDtolled in Shoreline's award-win- abaridoning environmentalists • 
. I).fui-Professional Automotive Train- Dozens of environment support­
'fig :.Cent,er, and will graduate next ers picketed the gymnasium where 
',mo~ with a full-time job awaiting. Clinton was to speak and they plead­
, :' ~ lri,the coming years, Clinton said, ed with those who waited in the 
:.~;ijt more. ~ericans ~ll fi~d lengthy iine to ~ge the p~~sident to 
.:~.selves similarly needing train- repeal the loggmg prOVISIons that 
:iIfg-ih a new line of work. have outraged environmentalists. 
; : ::ije cited statistics showing the As Clinton began to address the 
: coUntry has more jobs and more new crowd, a lone heckler yelled out, "We 
:pu$inesses, along with lower infla- trusted you and yoti betrayed us," 
tion~and lower unemployment, than and was met by boos from the crowd 
When he took office. "That sounds and a sharp reply from the president. 
"~/' he said. "But if you're one of "We've'listened to you now its 
:U\E! people laid off ... it doesn't feel my tum, "Clinton said to the protes-
: ~t to you." ter. ' 
: ; : '-In many workplaces, he said, Seattle Public Schools Superin-. 
:'~ology is something to be feared, tendent John' S!anford ,was in the 
J)~se it often means it will take . audience and praised Clinton's em7 
;teYter employees to do the same phasis orijob retraining. He contrast­
: amoimt of work. But in schools, he ed the Democratic president's.stance 
: said; technology offers opportunity. with efforts by several Republican 
::: ~'Pur ,great callenge is to take presidential contenders to eliminate 
~wpa~ we know is true in the class- training programs. 

TERESA TAMURA I SEATTLE TIMES 
Environmental groups rally at Westlake Park in Seattle yesterday after- " 
noon in advance of President Clinton's Western Washington visit. 
They urged Clintan to repeal timber clear-cutting legislation. 

"We have got to succeed at this 
because not every child is going to go 
college," Stanford said., . 

President Clinton' flew to Pairie 
Field from Long Beach; calif., land­
mg at 3:20 p.m. He was met by a host 
of dignitaries who greeted.him like 
an old college buddy. .", 

Among the group weteQov~ Mike 
Lowry, U.S. Sen. Patty MUrray; D­
Wash., U.S. Reps.Jinl McDeiinoh of 

Seattle and Nonn Dicks of Bremer- ' 
tort, King County Executive Gary 
Locke, Seattle Mayor Nonn Rice, 
Snohomish County Executive Bob , 
Drewel and Mayor Ed, Hansen of . 
Everett. 

Seattle Times staff reporter 
Florangela Davila and the. ' 
Associated Press contributecI to 
this report. 



Could, salvage logging backfire? 
o Exemptions to {} I U .::;] the constraints of laws protecting could result in new litigation over Clinton was responding to a let- to Clinton she would have to sup-

environmental laws · fish and wildlife. every land management plan, ter earlier in the week from Murray, port it unless she received assur-
eQuid result in legal Clinton said in a letter to Sen. including the Forest Plan," the who said she was "very frustrated ancesfrom ~e president "that the 
challen es to I in Patty Murray, D-Wash., that the leg- presidentsaid by the Forest·Service's inability to Forest Service will meents Option 

I
I g .. ogg ~ islation insulating the timber sales The House last week approved a deliver" on the projected logging 9 target levels by the end of this 

as we as mIning an from lawsuits could result in new comprehensive appropriations bill levels in Clinton's forest plan. year." 
grazing, president legal challenges to aUlogging, graz- that included an amendment, Murray has been one of the few Murray said in an interview 
warns ing and mining allowed under indi- offered by Rep. Charles Taylor, R- defenders of Clinton's year-old plan, Thursday night that the le~r per-

WASHINGTON (A.P) - :President 
Clinton says a proposal in Congress 
to speed salvage logging on national 
forests by granting exemptions to 
environmental laws may end up 
backfiring. 

A Senate panel today planned to 
consider a version of a House­
approved measure ordering the 
Forest Service to produce certain 
levels of salvage harvests free from 

vidual forest management plans. N.C., and backed by Western "Option 9," which called for federal suaded her to seek alternatives to 
"Let me be clear that legislation Republicans, ordering the Forest logging in the region to fall to about Gorton's plan.-

to bypass existing environmental Service to log 3 billion board feet of one-fourth the levels of the 1980s as Clinton "makes a good point," 
laws and mandate a minimum level salvage timber exempt from the a way to meet environmental laws Murray said "It's been my question 
of salvage sales may not increase Endangered Species Act and other protecting fish, wildlife and water all:ilong. I've ~n worned that the 
the flow of timber," Clinton said in a laws. quality. . proponents (of the exemptiori) may 
letter delivered to Murray at her A version of the proposal·spon- Murray told Clinton on Tuesday not produce what they were promis-
office Thursday night sored by Sen. Slade Gorton, R- her belief in Clinton's plan had ing and it may in fact backfire. 

"In fact, the Department of Jus- Wash., was scheduled to be consid- "been shaken." "I think it is very clear from this 
tice has advised that stich mandates ered today by the Senate Appropri- She said that "as a rule" she letter that not only may it not work, 
could reduce timber, grazing and ations Committee, of which both opposed the kind of exemption but it may create a lot of other diffi~ 
mining activities because they Gorton and Murray are members. sought by Gorton. But she indicated culties," she said . 

. ---
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Chn~ton wary of log·g·Ing plan 
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House proposal to exempt 
salvage logging could 
bring new legal challenges 
By SCOTT SONNER' 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON - President Clinton says 
a prop()sal in Congress to 'speed salvage log­
gingon national forests by.granting exemp­
tions to environmental laws may end up 
backfuing.' . 

A Senate panel today planned to consider 
a version of a House-approved measure 
ordering the Forest Service to produce cer­
tain levels of salvage harvests free from the 
constraints of laws protecting fish and 
wildlife. . 

Clinton said in a letter to Sen. Patty Mur­
ray, ~W~., that the legislahon msulatmg 
~'tim er sales from lawsuits could result in 
new legal challenges to all logging, grazing 
and mining allowed under individual forest 
management plans. . 

"Let me be clear that legisla:tion to 
bypass existing environmental laws and 
mandate a minimum level of salvage sales 
;rr{y not increase the flow pf timber," Clin­
on said in a letter delivered to Murray at her 
)ffice last night. 

. ~upporters, foes, of ~alvage 
logging disagree on effects 
The Associated Press • 'Within two years Yellowstone bounced 

WASHINGTON - Conservationists who back," said Ron Mitchell of the Idaho 
oppose a salvl!-ge~logging proposal say Sporting Congress, based in Boise, Idaho.' 
national forests ravaged by wildfire should . "The trout streams are doing well, in fact 
be left to heal themselves as Yellowstone they are producing bigger fish than before 

'Natiohal Park has since the big 1988 blaze. the fire. The diversity of plant life has 
Supporters of the legislation disputed exp'anded," Mitchell said. 

characterization of that vast blaze as natural A timber industry official who supports 
and said parts of the yellowstone area still the salvageiogging disputed that assess-
had not recovered~ ment: 

The Semite Appropriations Committee "Some areas have done quite well, but 
was set to vote today on Sen. Slade Gor- many areas in Yellowstone Park are still not 
ton's plan to exempt some saivage logging . revived and won't be for decades," said 
from environmental laws to ease fire threats Doug Crandall, vice president of the Amer­
and harV~st dead wood before it loses its ican Forest & Paper Association .. 
commercial value. " ,Elk and buffalo populations were down 

Two groups '-:- th~ I~o Sporting. Con- 50 percen~ the. year afte~ the Yellowstone 
gress and Save Amenc::a s Forests- Issued fire, he srud, and mud'slldes filled several 
a ~port yesterday highly,<:ri,tical of the eco-fish-bearing streams. 
logtcaldamage caused by salvage logging, Crandall also disputed characterization of 
stressing the potential harm to fish from the '1988 frres ::...:.. which burned 1.4 million 
increased sediment in streams. , acres in and around Yellowstone - as nat-

Fire. insects and disease are a natuial part ural. . 
of healthy forests and should not be disrupt- The huge blaze was an unnatural phe­
ed by artificial efforts to thin overstocked nomen on resulting from, 100 years of fire­
stands or retrieve dead or dying timber, suppression policies allowing wood fuels to 
,they said. build up beyond natural levels, he said. 

"In fact, the Department of Justice has 
ldvised that such mandates could reduce 
imber, grazing and mining activities 
>ecause they could result in new litigation 
>ver every land management plan, including 
he Forest Plan," the president said .. 

The House last week approved a compre- which called for federal logging in the region "I think it is very clear from this letter 
lensive appropriations bill that included an to fall to about one-fourth the ,levels of the that not only may it not work, but it may' 
mendment, offered by Rep. Charles Taylor, 1980s as a way to meet environmental laws create a lot of other difficulties." she said. 
t-N.C., and backed by Western Republi- protecting fish, wildlife and water qUality. Clinton's plan projected 1.1 billion board 
ans, ordering the Forest Service to log 3 Murray told Clinton on Tuesday her belief feet of timber would be sold annually over a 
,illion board feet of salvage timber exempt in Clinton's plan had "been shaken." IQ.:year period in federal forests in Oregon. 
rom the Endangered Species Act and other She said that "as a rule" she opposed the Washington and Northern California. 
lWS. kind of exemption sought by Gorton. But Last year the Forest Service sold only 247 

A version of the proposal sponsored by she indicated to Clinton she would have to million board feet of timber from those 
,en. Slade Gorton, R-Wash., was scheduled support it unless she received assurances, forests. A bo.ard foot is one foot square by 
) be considered today by the Senate Appro- from the' president "that the Forest Service one inch thick, It takes about 10 000 board 
,riations Committee, of which both Gorton will meet its Option 9 target levels by the feetto build a,typical single-family home. 
nd Murray are members. end of~is year." , Clinton srud in the letter to Murray the 
Clinton was respondi~g to a letter. earlier ,Murray said in.an interview las~,night that· .Forest Service .. will 'sell approximiltely 600 

1 the week from Murray. who said she was 'the letter persuaded her to seek alternatives' million 'board feet in the region in 'the cur-
'very frustrated by the Forest Service's to Gorton'splari~ . '. . . rent'fiScal year eI;1ding Sept. 30. 
lability to deliver" on the projected log- Clinton· '~makesa goo,d point," MQrray .. He said he'had been' assured by Forest 
ilanng. levels in Clintc:m's Northwest forest said. "It:s .been my questionallalong.l'veSeryice and Bureau of Land Management 

~een worned. that the proponents (of the officials "that we will meet our commitment 
Murray has been one 'of .the few defenders, exemption) ll1ay not produc¢' what 'they were under the plan of 800 mmbf in FY 1996, and 

f Clinton's year-old plan, ','Optfon 9/' p~6mising and it may irifact backfire. finally Llbillion board feet in FY 1997." . 

. ',' 
. \ ,', 
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/9!!nton promises to speed up salvage logging 
Pledge made as Gorton 
plan waits in the wings 
P-I Staff and News Services 

The Clinton administration, under 
fire from Northwest timber communities 
for the slow pace of logging in national 
forests, is promising to speed up the 
salvage sale of burned anddead logs. 

President Clinton, in a letter to Sen. 
Patty ~ay, D-Wash., said the ~dminis­
tration will be "reducing the time it takes 
to prepare a salvage sale by about 30 
percent." 

Clinton's statement came on the eve 
of a Senate committee debate on a 
proposal by Sen. Slade Gorton, R-Wash., 
to ,rinimum logging levels for salvage 

timber in national forests. 
Gorton's measure calls for the harvest 

of least 1.5 billion board feet of timber 
each year in fiscal 1995 and 1996 under 
emergency salvage operations. 

His legislation also would order cut­
ting where harvests have been delayed by 
environmental concerns, and expedite 

. logging on land. that is home to the 
endangered northern spotted owl. 

While she opposes Gorton's salvage 
proposal, Murray said she has been 
urging Clinton to step up logging in 
national forests that has been stalled by 
concerns over preservation of the spotted 
owl. 

In an exchange of letters with Clinton 
this week, Murray told the president that 
her constituents in timber towns are 
frustrated by the slow pace of implement­
ing his plan, called Option 9, to boost 

harvest levels this year to 600 million 
board feet 

"I know you are as concerned as I 
about the seeming inability of the Forest 
Service to produce a reasonable supply of 
timber for Pacific Northwest timber com­
munities under Option 9," Murray wrote. 

In his reply yesterday, Clinton as­
sured Murray that the Option 9 target 
would be reached, and he noted that the 
plan has "only been out of the courts 
since December." 

While he pledged to speed up pro­
cessing of salvage logging permits, Clin­
ton said Gorton's proposal might trigger a 
new round of litigation against the feder­
al government 

"Let me be clear that legislation to 
bypass existing environmental laws and 
mandate a minimum level of salvage 
sales may not increase the now of 

timber," Clinton wrote. "In fact, the 
Department of Justice has auvised that 
such mandates could reduce timber, 
grazing and mining activities' because 
they could result in new litigation over 
every land-management plan, including 
the Forest Plan." 

Murray agreed, saying Gorton's legis­
lation is likely to backfire and slow the 
now of logs to depressed timber commu­
nities in the Northwest 

Murray said yesterday that she ex­
pects Gorton's language to pass out of 
committee. And she said it is "very 
unclear" whether she will be able to stop 
it on the noor of the Republican-con­
trolled Senate. 

Gorton could not be reached for 
comment last night 

Supporters of increased timber cut­
ting for emergen;:; salvage operations 

contend that the health of U.S. forests has 
deteriorated and that the Forest Service 
needs to allow increased cuttings on 
public land of the damaged or dead trees 
to revitalize the forests and prevent 
devastating fires. 

"Wildfires raged across the West last 
summer/' Gorton said in an earlier 
statement "Unless salvage operations 
are carried out soon, the dead and dyi.ng 
timber will serve as fuel for another 
round of devastating fires in 1995." 

Conservation groups, however, de­
cried Gorton's proposal as a backhanded 
move to weaken environmental laws and 
pander to the Pacific Northwest lumber 
industry.: 

"A quick read looks like it waives all 
environmental laws," said John Fitzger· 
al~ of the Western Ancient Forest Cam- / 
palgn. / 
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r ~~Ivage logging measure clears Senate panel 
Bill woGld exempt species. tice has advised that such mandates is allow Clinton to make good on 

. Murray told the committee she could reduce timber, grazing and promises he made in his Northwest 
some timber sales opposed the plan to insulate logging mining activities because they could forest plan. 

t ." from legal challenges, but that she result in new litigation over every "When it comes to timber, we get 
rom restnctlons '. would wait until the bill arrives on land management plan, including nothing but one excuse after another 

the Senate floor to propose changes. th~ Forest Plan." from this administration. They 
She said the proposal - intended Sen. Slade Gorton, R-Wash., the would rather have trees rot than put WASHINGTON (AP) - The 

Forest Service could log some na­
tional forests free from the con­
straints of environmental laws under 
a bill a Senate panel approved Fri­
day. 

President Clinton opposes the 
idea and Democrats warned a fight 
awaits the proposal on the Senate 
floor. 

. "We should· not.sanction a· move. 
to place federal agencies above the. 
law on this appropriations bill," 
said Sen. PattLMurray, D-Wash. . 

The Senate Appropriations Com­
mittee approved a version of the bill 
already passed by the House, order­
ing certain levels of salvage logging 
on federal fOreSl'i nationwide. It 
would exempt those operations from 
the nonnal regulations protecting 
fish and wildlife. 

It also directs the Forest Service 
to set aside existing environmental 
laws as it works toward the logging 
targets President Clinton outlined in 
his year-old Nort~west forest pro­
~tion plan. The pl;m aims to allow 
sOme logging while protecting 
northern spotted owls. marbled mur­
r/, and threatened salmon 

to speed salvage wood to sawmills lead sponsor of the measure in the people back to work in our mills,"/' 
and e~e fire threats posed by dead Senate, said all the exemption does Gorton said. 
and diseased timber - could end up 
in a new round of couI1 battles that 
would slow timber harvests in the 
Pacific Northwesl 

"I have concerns it may back­
fire," Murray said. 

·Sen. Dale Bumpers; D-Ark., also 
rai'S€4 coiicet;ns. wat s~vageloggirig . 
ofd~c:I ~dc:Iying tim'?er c.o,u~g,~::­
cur 10 Wild and scemc areas and 
roadless sections of national forests. 

But Sen. Mark Hatfield, R-Ore., 
chairman of the committee, urged 
him to hold his complaints until the 
floor debate. Bumpers agreed. 

Clinton. said in a letter to. Murray 
Thursday night the legislation insu­
lating the timber sales from lawsuits 
could result in new legal challenges 
to all logging, grazing and mining 
allowed u.nder individual forest 
management plans. 
. "Let me be clear that legislation 
to bypass existing environmental 
laws and mandate a minimum level 
of salvage sales may not increase the 
flow of timber," Clinton wrote. 

"In fact, the Department of Jus-
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Senate pemos promise fight over logging exemptions 
WASHINGT8//(AP? - The Forest Service Murray told the committee she opposed the ing environmental laws and mandate a minimum 

could log some national forests free from the con- plan to insulate logging from legal challenges, but level of salvage sales may not increase the flow of 
straints of environmental laws under a bill· a that she would wait until the bill arrives on the timber," Clinton wrote. 
Senate panel approved. Senate floor to propose changes. "In fact, the Department of Justice has adviSed 

President Clinton oppos~s the idea and She said the pro,?osal- intendetl to : peed sal- that such mandates could reduce timb~r, grazing 
Democrats warned a fight awaIts the proposal on vage wood to s~wmIlls ~d ease fire threats po~ed and mining activities because they could result in 
the Senate floor. by dead and dISeased timber - cou.d end ~p In a new litigation over every land management plan, 

"We should not sanction a move to place feder- new round of court battles that would slow timber including the Forest Plan." 
al agencies above the law on this appropriations harvests in the Pacific Northwest S Sl d Gorto R W h. th I d f 
b·ll " ·d S D-W h . "1 ha ·t b kfi " M ·d en. a e n, - as , e ea sponsor 0 I ,sal en. PattY M~~ as. . ve concerns I may ac Ire, urray sal. the measure in the Senate, said all the exemption 
~e Senate Approp~atlOns Com~lttee on Sen. Dale Bumpers, D-Ark, also raised con- does is allow Clinton to make good on promises he 

Friday approved a versIon of the bIll already cerns that salvage logging of dead and dying tim- made in his Northwest forest plan. 
passed by the House, ordering certain levels of ber could occur in wild and scenic areas and 
salvage logging on federal forests nationwide. It roadless sectionS of national forests. 
would exempt those operations from the normal But Sen. Mark Hatfield, R-Ore., chairman of the 
regulations protecting fish and wildlife. committee, urged him to hold his complaints until 

It also directs the Forest Service to set aside the floor debate. Bumpers agreed. 
existing environmental laws as it works toward Clinton said in a letter to Murray Thursday 
the logging targets President Clinton outlined in night the legislation insulating the timber sales 
his year-Qld Northwest forest protection plan. The from lawsui~ could result in new legal challenges 
plan aims to allow some logging while protecting to all logging, grazing and mining allowed under 
northern spotted owls, marbled murre lets and individual forest management plans. 
threatened salmon species. "Let me be clear that legislation to bypass. exist-

"When it comes to timber, we get nothing but 
one excuse after another from this administra­
tion. They would rather have trees rot than put 
people back to work in our mills," Gorton said. 

Clinton's plan projected 1.1 billion board feet of 
timber would be sold annually over a lO-year 
period on federal forests in Oregon, Washington 
and northern California. 

Last year the Forest Service sold only 247 mil­
lion board feet oftimb~r from those.~~~ 
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--~~yate panel OKs plan to accelerate NW logging 
board feet of timber would be sold 
annually over a I O-year period on fed­
eral forests in Oregon, Washington and 
northern California. 

By $co« Sonner 
~Ied Press Wr~er 

, WASHINGTON - The Forest 
s.ervice could log some national forests 
free from the constraints of environ­
menlaJ laws under a bill a Senate panel 
~pproved yesterday. 
I, President Clinton opposes the 
Idea.and Democrats warned a fight 
awaits the proposal on the Senate floor. 
, "We should not sanction· a move to 
place federal agencies above the law 
on this appropriations bill," said Sen. 
l'~lly Murray, D-Wash. 
~. The Senate Appropriations 
Commillee approved a version of the 
t>:ill already passed by the House, 
~rdering certain levels of salvage 
, --

logging on federal forests nationwide. 
It would exempt those operations from 
the normal regulations protecting fish 
and wildlife. 

It also directs the Forest Service to 
set aside existing environmental laws 
as it works toward the logging targets 
President Clinton outlined in his year­
old Northwest forest protection plan. 
The plan aims to allow some logging 
while protecting northern spotted owls, 
marbled murrelets and threatened 
salmon species. 

Murray told the commillee she 
opposed the plan to insulate logging 
from legal challenges, but that she 
would wait until the bill anives on the 
Senate floor to propose changes. 

She said t.he proposal - intended 
to speed salvage wood to sawmills and 
ease fire threats posed by dead and dis­
eased timber - could end up in a new 
round of court baules that would slow 
timber h'arvests in the Pacific 
NorthwesL 

"1 have concerns it may backfire," 
Murray said. . 

Sen. Dale Bumpers, D-Ark., also 
raised concerns that salvage logging 
of dead and dying timber could occur 
in wild and scenic areas and road less 
sections of national forests. 

But Sen. Mark Hatfield, R-Ore., 
chairman of the committee, urged him 
to hold his complaints until the floor 
debate. Bumpers agreed. 

Clinton said in 
a letter to Murray 
Thursday night 
the legislation 
insulating the tim­
ber sales from 
lawsuits could 
result in new legal 
challenges to all 
logging, grazing 
and mIning 
allowed under MUR~Y 
individual forest management plans. 

"Let me be clear that legislation to 
bypass existing environmental laws 
and mandate a minimum level of sal­
vage sales may not increase the flow 
of timber," Clinton wrote. 

"In fact, the Department ot Justice 
has advised that such mandates could 
reduce timber, grazing and mining activ­
ities because they could result in new lit­
igation over every land management 
plan, including the Forest Plan." 

Sen. Slade Gorton, R-Wash., the 
lead sponsor of the measure in the 
Senate, said all the exemption does is 
allow Clinton to make good on 
promises he made in his Northwest 
forest plan. 

"When it comes to timber, we get 
nothing but one excuse after another 
from this administration. They would 
rather have trees rot than put people 
back to work in our mills," Gorton said. 

Clinton's plan projected 1.1 billion 

.-------------------------~ .... 

Last year the Forest Service sold 
only 247 million board feet of timber 
from those forests. 

Clinton said in his leller that the 
Forest Service will sell approximate­
ly 600 million board feet in the region 
in the current fiscal year ending Sept. 
30. 

He said he had been assured by 
Forest Service and Bureau of Land 
Manaoement officials "that we will e . 
meet our commitment under the plan 
of 800 mmbf in FY 1996. and finally 
1.1 billionboardfeetinFY~ 

.. 
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Mifi2ray warns against logging mandate 
Associated Press 

W ASIDNGTON - The Senate 

.. ------
Appropriations Committee neared 
approval Friday of a measure that 
would exempt logging in national 
forests from environmental laws 

" ~ despite concerns raised by Presi~ 

d.ent Clinton and Sen. Patty harvest levels of salvage timber 
Murray, D-Wash. ~ ___ free from the constraints of laws 
; Murray said during the com- protecting fish and wildlife. It is 

mittee meeting that she opposed included in a comprehensive bill 
the plan to insulate logging from that could cut $13.3 billion in 
legal challenges, but that she already· approved spending for 
would wait until the bill anives on dozens of programs, including $3 
the Senate floor to propose million the Fish and Wlldlife Ser­
changes. vice intended to spend to protect 
. She said the proposal - species under the Endangered 

intended to speed salvage wood to Species Act. 
sawmills and ease fire threats - A vote on the Senate floor 
could end up leading toa new could come as early as next week. 
round of court battles that would Clinton said in a letter to 
slow timber harvests in the Pacific Murray Thursday night the legis-
Northwest. lation insulating the timber sales 

"'I have cOncerris it may back- from lawsuits could result in new 
fire," Murray told members of the legal challenges to. all logging, 
committee. "We should not sanc- grazing and mining allowed under 
tion a move to place federal agen- individual forest management 
des above the law on this appro- plans; 
priations bill." "Let me be clear that legislation 

Sen. Dale Bumpers, D-Ark., 
also raised concerns that salvage 
logging of dead and dying timber 
could occur in wild and scenic 
areas and roadless sections of 
national forests. 

But Sen. Mark Hatfield, R-Ore., 
chainnan of the committee, urged 
him to hold his complaints until 
the floor debate. Bumpers agreed. 

The measure would order the 
Forest Service to produce certain 

to bypass existing environmental 
laws and mandate a minimum 
level of salvage sales may not 
increase the flow of timber," 
Clinton wrote. 

"In fact, the Department of Jus­
tice has advised that such man­
dates could reduce timber, 
grazing and mining activities 
because they could result in new 
litigation over every land manage­
ment plan, including the Forest 
Plan." 

--------------~~ 
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/~perts attack propo~ Jd 
salvage-logging measure 

WASHINGTON (AP) - Scien­
tists and academics Tuesday criti­
cized a proposal to exempt salvage 
log'ging on national forests from 
U.S. environmental laws, and, at 
least three Democrats planned to 
fight the measure on the Senate 
floor. 

Professors and researchers at 16 
universities joined leaders of profes­
sional scientific organizations in a 
letter to President Clinton condemn­
ing the proposal to waive laws pro­
tecting fish and wildlife. 

Several lawmakers have proposed 
the exemption to speed salvage log­
ging and ease fire threats on publicly 
owned forests in the West. 

But the more than 50 biologists, 
ecologists, geologists, and fisheries 
and wildlife scientists signing off on 
the letter urged strong restrictions 
for salvage operations. 

"Fires and recovery from fires 
are part of the natural pattern in 
which Western species evolved and 
to which many Western species and 
ecosystems are adapted, .. the scien-
psts wrote. 

"Human disruption of the natural 
processes associated with recovery 
from fire, not ,the fires themselves, 
causes long-term damage to manY'of 
the resources in the region, " includ­
ing soils, fisheries, watersheds and 
wildlife. 

The Senate is expected to vote as 
early as Wednesday on a compre­
hensive spending bill that includes a 
salvage-logging proposal from Sen. 
Slade GortOIJ. R-Wash. 

The provision would order the 
Forest Service to allow salvage har­
vests of dead and dying trees with­
out the constraints of the Endan­
gered Species 'Act and other 
environmental laws. 

The House earlier approved a 
similar measure. 

Clinton has indicated he opposes 
waiving existing I;lWS for salvage 
harvests. 

Democratic Sens. Max Baucus of 
Montana and Pa!!}' Murray of 
Washington said ff\ey woulcrthal-, 
lenge the proposal on the Senate 
floor. 

" ..... 
,:." ' 

',' . 
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:,Senateshould not exempt salvage sales from environmental 'laws 

L
' ,epts,lation exempting federal 

, tImber salvage sales from all 
: ' envlronmentallaws' is a 

, 'wholesale oversimplification 
of reasonable resoUrce· protection 
strategies. The full Senate, consid­
ering the matter in the next few days; 
should close the door its Appropria­
tions Committee opened to poorly con­
Sidered forest management. 

Appropriations Chairman Mark 
Hatfield, R-Ore., could contribute sub­
stantially toward amending his com- ' 
rilittee's work into a bett~r-crafted 
provision. UpfQrtunately, though, he 
appears inclined to support the wide­
open i:!nvrronmental exemption pro,. ' 
duced by Sen. Slade Gorton,R-Wash. 
Washington Sen. pa~ MurraYda 
Democrat, plans to c allenge the Gor­
ton provision. 

Gorton's amendment to the supple­
mental appropriations anel rescissions 

, bill would, as the House-passed ver­
sion also provides, exempt Forest ' 
Service and Bureau of La'nd Manage­
ment sales of fIre- or insect-killed tim­
b,er from all environmental laws. 
, ' The justification for such a broad­
based exemption is based on a couple 
oftlawed notions: (1) That logging 
dead or dying trees is the best pre­
scription for restoring forests to 
healthy conditions and preventing un­
usually destructive forest fIres; and 
(2) that federal forest managers need 
the exemption to get the job done. ' 

A germ of fact does lie behind both 
notions. Salvage logging, properly , 
done, often is a sound forest,health 
and tIre-prevention prescription. And 
forest managers have been frustrat-

, tilgly slow in pursuing that course. 
,But the forest-health situation isfar 

more complicated. Managers need to 
weigh, much more fully than the brief 
review this measure requires, wheth­
er logging a burned timber stand 
would do more good than harm -

harm throuih iricreased and stream­
thi-eatening erosion of already dis­
turbed soils, for instance. 
, Environmental laws, frustrating as 

they are in a lawsuit-prone climate, 
'are the assurances that careful, scien­
tifically credible analysis will be done. 
Dozens of academic scientists, along 
with the heads of various professional 
organizations concerned with forest 
'management, oppose the eXemption. 

Further, the Clinton administra­
tion, which recently announced a 
streamliriingdf its timber salvage pro­
gram, says the exemption is un-
needed. ' ' 

The Sen'ate's best course would be 
to drop the salvage exemption alto­
gether. But responsible middle ground 
does exist. One possibility is aCcelera­
ting administrative and judicial con­
sideration of chailenges to plarmed 
salvage sales while maintaining the 
legal constraints. At the least, Con­
gress should add legally binding re-

, quirements that other forest-related 
values - salmon and other fish, for 
instance - are protected. 

In'that regard, a separate exemption 
- for timber sales under,the presi­
dent's foreSt-plan for Western Oregon 
and Washington - is less troubling 
than the nationwide salvage-sale one. 
The president's plan has been held by 
a feder:aljudge as meeting environ­
mental laW requirements, and manag-

, ers would be held to its tenris. 
No such terms uriQerlie the salvage 

exemption, however. Some exemption 
, backers argue that forest managers 

will see to those matters as they plan 
the salvage sales. No doubt this ad­
ministration will try: But the exemp­
tion is a bad precedent that Congress 

, probably will be tempted, to pursue 
again. And it's no protection for the 
public againstbadlytlawed, eVen if 
well-intended, decisions. 

,', 
'.' . 
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ycien~~~s "ltestify against bill exempting some logging from e<;p-Iaws 
ing existing laws to complete the salvage harvests, The Endangered Species Act, National Forest 
and Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., plans to challenge Management Act and other laws "are safeguards 
the proposaron-tIie Senate floor, her spokesman Rex meant to maintain the American public's natural 
Carney said today. resources," said, Judy Meyer, president of the 

.~.cOTT SONNER THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

:.: WASHINGTON (AP) -'- Professors and researchers 
a$ 16 universities joined leaders of professional sci­
~ntific organizations today in opposing a proposal to 
f!1ake some logging in national forests exempt from 
environmental laws. 
:;.: More than 50 biologists, ecologists, geologists, and 
fisheries and wildlife scientists urged strong restric­
.tlons on salvage logging of publicly owned forests in 
tile West. . 
: They said in a letter to 

:President Clinton that "indis­
criminate post-fire salvage 
logging" tbre;ltens. soils, fish­
eries, watersheds and 
:wildlife. 
:. : "Fires and recovery from 
rues are part of the natural 
p-attern in which Western 

• EnvIronmental 
leaderS arrested 
during protest at 
HatfIeld's office 
In Portland. 
PAGE B4 

species evolved and to which many Western species 
and ecosystems are adapted," the scientists wrote. 
, "Human disruption of the natural processes associ­

ated with recovery from fire, not the fires themselves, 
causes long-term damage to many of the resources in 
the region." 

.. The Senate. is expected to vote as early as 
Wednesday on a comprehensive spending bill that 
includes a proposal by Sen. Slade Gorton, R-Wash., 
ordering the Forest Service to log specified amounts 
of dead, dying and overstocked trees, and making 
those operations exempt from environmental laws. 

The House earlier approved a similar measure. 
President Clinton has indicated he opposes waiv-

Gorton said today he was "cautiously optimistic" Ecological Society of-America. 
his proposal would prevail in the Senate. He said the Norman Christensen Jr., the dean of Duke 
scientists signing the letter to Clinton were ignoring University's School of the Environment who served on 
fire threats in the West. a panel reviewing the 1988 Yellowstone fires, said in a 

"They are in favor of natural forest fires. That just letter to U.S. senators that salvage logging can be all 
simply is not a position that is consistent with the way iinportant management tool but requires careful 
in which people live in these areas," Gorton said. "It analysis and monitoring. 
is appropriate for us to change nature. It is appropri- "Done poorly, the productivity and biological 
ate for us to fight forest fires." integrity of public forests may be permanently com-

Congi-e.ss has heard conflicting testimony about the promised," Christensen said. 
extent of wildfire threats in the West, and the benefits . phristensen said large-diameter trees are particu-
and dangers of salVage logging. larly important to healthy forest ecosystems. 

Doug Crandall of the American Forest & Paper "Leaving them in the forest, even when dead, 
Association said salvage logging is needed ·to reduce should not as a general matter be viewed as a 'waste,''' 
fire threats resulting from 100 yeari of fire siipiires~ he wrote. He said "applying terms like 'dying," 'bug­
sion policies that allowed wood fuels to build tip infeseted' and 'diseased' to trees and evaluation of 
beyond natural levels. ' the status of forest fuels often involves considerable 

"Fire is an important natural tool of these forests judgment and uncertainty." 
and we need to restore forests to the point where fire 
works the way it used to, not where it burns so hot it 
cooks the soil," Crandall said. 

Victor Kaczynski, a fisheries scientist who began 
salmon research 25 years ago at the University of 
Washington, told a House panel, "Wildfires represent 
the largest single risk factor to many special-status 
fish populations today." . 

Today's letter to Clinton also was signed by fish­
eries consultants and government scientists includ­
ing U.S. Forest Service fisheries biologist J~ffrey J. 
Dose and seven fish biologists and ecologists trom the . 
Oregon DepJl:rtment of Fish and Wildlife. 

The leaders of The Society for Conservation 
Biology, The Wildlife Society, the American Fisheries 
Society and the American Ornithologists Union said 
areas that have been thinned or salvage logged some­
times burn less intensely than surrounding forest, but 
sometimes more. intensely. 

"Consequently., perceived emergency conditions 
constitute a poor reason to abbreviate environmental 
review and compromise safeguards in connection 
with timber sales that apply these techniques," the 
four groups said. 

.'---
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1Xperts-blastlogging exemption 
,*t1~~ than 50 scientists and 

VI 

Ilcademlcs protest the proposal 
tb waive protections In areas 
\ilhere trees are dead or dying .. 
By scon SONNER 
'tfte Associated Press 
!'l' 

~ WASHINGTON - Scientists and 
@ademics Tuesday criticized a pro­
~sal to exempt salvage logging on 
national forests trom U.S. enViron­
mental laws, and at least three Dem­
oj:rats planned to fight the measure 
on the Senate floor. 
··u 
.! Professors and researchers at 16 
universities Joined leaders of profes­
&ional scientific organizations in a 
I.Wer to President Clinton condemn-' 
i:llg the proposal to waive laws pro­
tecting fish and wildlife. ., 
;, Several lawmakers have proposed 
tbe exemption to speed salvage log­
iWlg and ease fire threats on pUblic­
l~owned forests in the West. 
~ But the more than 50 biologists, 
ecqlogists, geologists and fisheries 
and Wildlife scientists who signed 
the letter urged strong restrictions 
p1vage operations. . 

"'Fires and recovery trom rlI'es are 
part of the natural pattern in which 
Western species evolved and to 
which many Western species and 
ecosYstems are adapted," the scien-
tists wrote. , 

"Human disruption of thll natUral 
processes associated with recovery 
from fire,. not the fires themselves, 
causes long-term damage to many of 
the resources in the region," includ­
ing soils, fisheries, watersheds and 
Wildlife. . 

The Senate is expected to vote as 
early as Wednesday on a compre­
·hensive spending bill that includes a 
salvage-logging proposal trom Sen. 
Slade Gorton, R-Wash. . 

The provision would order' the 
Forest Service to allow salvage har­
vests. of dead and dying trees with­
out the constraints of the Endan­
.gered Species Act and other 
environmental laws. 

The House earlier approved a sim­
ilar measure. 

Clinton has indicated he opposes 
waiving existing laws for salvage 
harvests. . 

Democratic Sens. Max Baucus of 
Montana and Patty: M~fWash­
ington said they would challenge the 

;:; . 

" . 

proposal on the Senate floor. 
"The Gorton amendment a.llows 

. timber harvesting to take place in 
many 'of Montana's most special 
places," Baucus said in a statement 
that listed the North Fork of the 
Flathead River, the Rattlesnake Na­
tional Recreation Area, the Gallatin 
Range, the Porcupine Creek Drain­
age near Big Sky and South Cotton­
wood Creek near Bozeman. 

"Several other sensitive areas 
could all be opened .up to timber har­
vesting," he said. 

Sen. Dale Bumpers, D-Ark., voiced 
opposition at a Senate Appropria­
tions Committee meeting Friday and 
was considering an amendment to 
strike Gorton's language trom the 
bill, spokesman John Lyford said, 

"There are· a number of things he 
may decide to do on the floor. He is 
going to hold all of his options 
open," Lyford said Tuesday. 

Gorton· said that· the scientists 
signing the letter to Clinton are ig­
noring wildfire threats in theWest. 

"They are in favor of natural for­
est fires. That just simply is riot . , , 
consistent with the way in which 
people live in these areas," Gorton 
said Tuesday, 
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. -?Gorton's logging plan 
U~1 dd · b may not a new tIm er 

I t's a good idea for the Clinton 
administration to prod the For­
est Service into more timely 

preparation of certain salvage log­
ging sales of dead or dying trees 
where such harvesting is clearly. 
appropriate. 

And it's time for the administra­
tion to get the agency moving on 
Option 9 of its Forest Plan for 
sustainable harvest of live trees in 
the Northwest. It's in everyone's 
interest to make the timber avail­
able for harvest as soon as possi­
ble. 

But the timber harvest approach 
proposed by Washington's Sen. 
Slade Gorton is likely to have 
exactly the opposite effect and may 
well result in local mills having an 
even longer wait for trees. 

That is not helpful. 
Gorton is sponsoring legislation 

that would expedite timber harvest 
on federal lands by exempting 

. ':" 

,:," . 

them from troublesome ecological 
legal challenges by environmental­
ists. His bill would order cutting 
where harvests have been delayed 
by environmental concerns and 
expedite cutting in timber stands 
that serve as home to the northern 
spotted owl. 

President Bill Clinton, in a let­
ter to Sen. Patty Murray, said: "Let 
me be clear that legislation to 
bypass existing environmental laws 
and mandate a minimum level of 
salvage sales may not increase the 
flow of timber. In fact, the Depart­
ment of Justice has advised that 
such mandates could reduce the 
timber, grazing and mining activi­
ties because they could result in 
new litigation over every land­
management plan, including the 
Forest Plan." 

Legal shortcuts will not result in 
more expeditious clearcuts in 
Northwest forests. 

/ 



Seattle, WA 
(King Co.) 
Seattle post-Intelligencer 
(Cir. D. 203,112) 

ivi};R 29 1995 

hI. ,XliX 

/Scientistsoppose Gorton's salvage-logging plan 
;2 (oq 

By Christopher' Hanson 
P·I Washington Correspondent 

WASHINGTON - More than 50 scien­
tists voiced opposition yesterday to legis­
I:;~ion backed by Sen. Slade Gorton that 
would waive environmental laws to let 
loggers harvest dead and dying trees. 

The measure by Gorton, R-Wash., to 
waive the laws and require the adminis­
tration to permit salvage logging may 
come to a Senate vote as early as today 
and is expected to prompt a showdown 
with Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., who, 
aides say, willu:=ytOolock or weaken it 

A major issue in the controversy is the 
effect on forest health of harvesting 
downed and damaged trees after forest 
fires. Gorton says salvage harvesting 
would be good not only for the timber 
economy, but also for the forests, reduc­
ing risks of more fires. 

But 50 wildlife and geological scien­
tists from 16 universities and several 
agencies argued in a letter to President 
Clinton that "indiscriminate post-fire sal­
vage logging ... threatens the region's 
soils, fisheries, watersheds and wildlife. 
In many cases, that threat vastly exceeds 
the initial damage from the fire." 

They said nature should be allowed to 
take its· course after fires and urged 
Clinton "to avoid making hasty decisions 
in an atmosphere that exaggerates the 
extent. and severity of the crisis." 

Gorton said letting nature take its 
course is not the right approach because 
.too much timber - and economic oppor­
tunity - is going up in smoke. 

"I don't believe the absolute state of 
nature is the right thing," he said, noting 
that many professional foresters are in 

. favor of salvage logging. He said his 
approach is a case of "putting people 
first" 

Clinton is under pressure to provide 
more timber to Northwest mills under his 
forest plan. That plan is intended to 
preserve habitat of the threatened north­

. ern spotted owl and other species while 
aIiowing some logging to continue. 

But Clinton is taking heat for not 
providing as much timber as initially 
promised. Gorton's measure would force 
him to do so, requiring he meet his 

. promised quotas as well as permit the 
salvage harvests. 

Gorton said yesterday that he is 
optimistic his measure will become law. 
A similar version has passed in the 

House, with strong backing from Reps. 
George Nethercutt, R-Wash., and Norm 
Dicks, D-Wash. 

"This proposal is primarily designed 
to allow the president to keep his own 
promises to the· people of timber coun­
try," Gorton said. 

Meanwhile, Sen. Max Baucus, D-· 
Mont, announced his opposition to the 
Gorton measure, 

"Someone once said there's a simple 
solution to every problem; unfortunately,. . 
it's usually wrong. I believe this ada/g. 
holds true for the Gorton amendment," 
Baucus said. . 

/ 
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..... ~~enate holds to'salvageloggingplag 
.A narrow v(Jte .:;;.B~Y::::,B..:.R=,E,,-N,-,T_W:,-A,-=LT.:.;H,:,-________ ·The pIan is contained in a larger budget- .Murray's plan failed on)he close vote, but 
defeatS an of The Oregonian staff cutting bill that faces a veto threat from Pres- only after a charged debate led by Western 

. ident Clinton. Republicans ,who said the measure meant 
amendment that WASHINGTON - The Senate on Thursday • MEXICO BAILOUT: Sen. Alfonse O'Amato The bill must still be reconciled with a siro- emergency help for damaged forests and re-
would have narrowly upheld a plan to suspend environ- shocks the Senate with an amendment aimed at ilar measure passed by the House. lief for timber workers. 
required mental laws over the next two years so the blocking the U.S. loan package to MexicoJA18 , Clinton has said he dislikes the bill's emi- "We have had the status quo long enough," 

agencies to federal government can increase salvage log- ronmental law exemption, as well as its cuts shouted Sen. Conrad Bums, R-Mont. "You're 
ging in national forests. to current spending for education and' child not doing anything for America, and you're 

follow The vote marks a victory for the timber in- nutrition programs. Environmental grQupsdoing worse for the people who depend on 
environmental dustry .and Republican leaders. - especially Land Management logging programs to ig- said Thursday they will pressure Clinton to public lands for their living. You're making. CON G ft' E S S . 
I Sens. Mark O. Hatfield of Oregon and Slade nore forestry and wildlife- habitat laws' veto the measure. . your check. They're not." , . . 
aws Gorton of Washington - who want to keep \ through 1996. Lawmakers voted 48-46 to defeat an amend- ,'Murray said, however, that the federal gov-

increased timber sales from public lands out The timber salvage legislation, while focus- , ment offered by Seri .. Pattv Murray~ D-Wilsh., errunent can still move timber to mills with-
of the courts. ing on trees damaged' by fire and disease, that would have req1.iii'edfederal agencies to 

The vote all but guarantees that Congress contains broad language that would allow un- follow environmental laws while speeding up Please tum to 
will allow U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of restricted logging in healthy forests as well. timber sales. .,' LOGGING, Page A22 

. _. '-- . -( , \- --

Logging: Wildemess areas- exempt 
.Contlnued from Page One 
out flouting laws intended to protect 

"'national forests. 
~~:"Tliere is a history of waiving en-

vironmental laws to solve timber 
-··.problems, and that strategy has not 
· "worked," Murray said. "It has made 
· )he situation worse." 
'. Supporters have pushed for the 
· environmental law waiver this year 
.: .. by promoting· the need 'for salvage 
.logging in forests damaged by dis­
ease and last summer's savage fIreS. 

.: Murray's amendment, while re­
. quiring that the laws remain in ef-

· ·.fect, also would have forbidden log­
. '"ging in roadless areas and forests 
"under consideration for wilderness 

:, protection. The current· plan 
exempts only forests contained with-

· in designated wilderness. 
. Congress 'waived environniental 
laws repeatedly in the 1980s to guar­

.: antee high logging levels from feder­
'al forests. The current waiver would 

',:be the first since 1989, when Hatfield 
pushed through timber sales that 
,skirted concerns for the northern 
.. spotted owl. 

.:-' But past violations of forestry 
. laws led federal courts to all but 

shut down logging in national for­
ests in recent years. The Clinton ad­
ministration's current timber 'plan 
has since. won court approval and 
promises a cut of 1 billion board feet 
annuiilly. 

The cut has not reached that level 
yet, and' impatient GOP leaders 
pushed their plan into the unre,Iated 
budget bill without public hearings. 

Gorton said Thursday that the 
plan will kn.ock down all legal road­
blocks for logging that could prevent 
the. Clinton administration from 
reaching its promised logging levels. 

For that. reason, Gorton said, the 
Clinton' administration's opposition 
to the bill has disappointed him. 

"It's astonishing that the adminis­
tration itself does not want to keep 
its commitments," Gorton said. "Do 
we want the president to keep his 
commitments, however inailequate 
they are?" 

The Senate plan applies to salvage 
logging mitionwide but does not set 
a mandated cut level. The House­
approved plan requires the federal 
government sell 6 billion board feet 
of timber by the end of 1996 - twice 
the amount the Forest Service says 
it can sell in that time. 

Both the House and Senate plans 
clear the way for sales under the 
Clinton plan and lingering 1990 sales 
approved the last time Congress sus­
pended environmental laws govern­
ing timber practices. 

Opponents to the timber plan said 
they did not want the federal gov­
erriment returning to old practices 
by waiviDg environmental.laws. 

"It is a dangerous precedent," said 
Sen. Dale Bumpers, D-Ark. "We 
don't know where we're headed. The 
pressure of the timber industry on 
the Forest Service will be irresist­
ible." 

Added Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., 
of the exemption: "It's becoming a 
routine and standard practice ... To 
me, exemption of environmental 
laws is an extreme position that the 
majority of the American people 
would not accept." . 

Supporters said Murray's plan 
was little more than an effort to 
block salvage logging. 

"Don't be misled by those who are 
of the extreme environmental bent 
who see this as an opportunity sim· 
ply to stop the timber process," said 
Sen. Frank Murkowski, R-Alaska . 
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New batdefield for forest war 
Logging debate goes from courts 
to Congress; industry gains edge 

government above the laws that ev­
eryone else has to comply with," said 
Tom Tuchmann, who heads the Clin­
ton forest-policy office in Portland. 

But that doesn't necessarily mean 
the president will veto such an 
amendment if it reaches his desk. It's 
likely to be part of a much bigger 
budget-cutting bill that hasn't yet 
assumed final fonn. 

. gressional delegation is solidly be­
hind the amendments. 

Sen. Slade Gorton authored the 
Senate version. Rep. Nonn Dicks, D­
Bremerton, co-sponsored the House 
proposal. 

Two prominent environmental 
leaders protesting the amendment~ 
were arrested for trespassing outsidE 
Sen. Mark Hatfield's Portland offiCE 
Monday. Consummate inside playen 
just months ago, environmentalist.~ 
may soon find civil disobedience thell 
only recourse, one protester sug 
gested. 

By ERIC PRYNE 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

After six years on the sidelines, 
Congress is jumping back into the 
Northwest's forest fight. 

The full House and the Senate 
Appropriations Committee have ap­
proved. amendments that would 
boost logging the old-fashioned way, 
the way Congress did it in the 1980s: 
by overriding environmental laws~ . The desired outcome: More log­

ging in federal forests than the region 
has experienced since the early 
1990s when court injunctions and 
the s~otted owl brought the timber­
sale program to a virtual halt. 

The increase probably still would 
fall well short of the record harvest 
levels of the 1980s, but the timber 
industry is delighted nonetheless. 
Environmentalists are aghast. 

That effectively would deny envI­
ronmentalists access to the forum in 
which they have enjoyed their great­
est successes: the courtroom. 

The full Senate could vote on the 
issue as soon as today. 

The Clinton administration, while 
supporting more logging, opposes 
both amendments. "Insulating feder­
al timber sales would put the federal 

The debate over the logging 
amendments touches on law, eco­
nomics and science. It also shows 
how last November's election has 
turned Northwest forest politics up­
side down. 

Timber interests, after long years 
of frustration, are finding a receptive 
audience in the new Republican Con­
gress. With just two exceptions, Sen. 
Patty Murray and Rep. Jim McDer­
mott, D-Seattle, Washington's con-

The amendments' central focus i: 
"salvage" logging of dead and dyinl 
trees. Both the House and Senatt 
versions exempt salvage sales fron 
environmental laws, citing a growin) 

.... _------------------

New edge in log war 
Logging 
CONTINUED FROM B 1 

forest-health problem and a need to 
get timber damaged by last year's 
fires to market before its commercial 
value declines. 

The Senate version sets no tar­
get, but an accompanying report says 
sena~ors expect the Clinton adminis­
tration to meet or exceed its goal of 
3 billion board feet of salvage sales 
nationally over the next 18 months. 
About 30 percent of that total would 
come from Washington and Oregon. 

The House bill goes further, or­
dering the Clinton administration to 
sell at least 6 billion board feet by 
October 1996 (the typical single­
family home contains about 10,000 
board feet of lumber). 

Environmentalists say they don't 
oppose all salvage logging, but argue 
it often does more hann than good -
incr.easing erosion and removing 
cover for wildlife. The amendments 
define salvage so broadly that many 
healthy trees also could be logged, 
they say. 

Environmentalists also sayan ag­
gressive salvage program will lose 
money. Backers of the amendments 
disagree, but the House version 
would allow sales to proceed even if 
costs exceed revenues. 

in the Northwest, the salvage 
provisions mostly would affect na­
tional forests east of the Cascade 
crest hit hard by fire last summer. 

The largest proposed fire-salvage 
sales on the Okanogan and Colville 
naDomil forests already have drawn 

criticism from environmentalists, in 
part because they include roadless 
areas considered prime habitat for 
lynx. Appeals are possible. 

The Wenatchee National Forest, 
site oflast summer's huge Tyee and 
Hatchery fires, expects to propose 
salvage sales soon. They, too, are 
likely to be controversial. 

Several lesser-known sections of 
the amendments could also boost 
logging in Western Washington. The 
Senate proposal, for instance, 
exempts all timber sales offered 
through September 1996 under 
President Clinton's new Northwest 
forest plan from environmef\.tallaws, 
again ruling out legal challenges. 

Over the next ·18 months the 
administration plans to offer 1.4 bil­
lion board feet for sale from the 
federal forests of Western Washing­
ton, Western Oregon and Northern 
California. 

Both the House and Senate pro­
posals also would override the En­
dangered Species Act, ordering the 
Forest Service to let loggers cut 
another 270 million board feet of old­
growth forest in Western Washing­
ton and Western Oregon. 

The timber is in 60 sales autho­
rized by Congress and sold in 1990. 
The sales have been in limbo since 
1992, when the marbled murrelet, a 
seabird, was listed as threatened. 

Murrelets . occupy 49 of the 60 
sale sites, and may occupy the other 
11. If the sites can't be logged, the 
government must buy back the tim­
ber. Cost estimates range from 
$50 million to $200 million. 

The Senate amendment does let 
the Forest Service preserve the sites 
where murrelets nest, provided it 
gives loggers timber elsewhere. 

Seventeen of the 60 sales are in 
Washington's Olympic and Mount 
Baker-Snoqualmie national forests, 
where little logging now takes place. 

Such short-circuiting of environ­
mental laws appears to be constitu­
tional. The last time Congress did it, 
in 1989, the Supreme Court upheld 
the action. 

Bill Arthur, Northwest director of 
the Sierra Club, said such proposals 
"trample the rights of the public to 
participate in the future of their 
public forests." 

But supporters say forests and 
forest workers no longer can afford 
further delay. If exemptions aren't 
provided, said Chris West of the 
Portland-based Northwest Forestry 
Association, environmentalist ap­
peals almost certainly will stall, if not 
block, much of the Clinton adminis­
tration's plan for salvage logging and 
other harvests. 

While the process plays out, he 
said, trees rot, forest health declines 
and unemployed loggers collect wel­
fare. 

"They (the administration) need 
the tools to get the job done," West 
said, "and that's what this amend­
ment gives them." 

But the White House, which 
promised environmentalists two 
years ago that its Northwest forest 
policies would comply with environ­
mental laws, has been reluctant to 
back away from that commitment. 

m The House legislation affecting 
_ timber is available on the News 
Plus area of The Seattle Times Extra. 
See A 2 for details. G. ( 03 
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~pposition builds against Gorton logging plan 
of the natural pattern· in which Western opposes waiving existing laws to com- spokesmari Dick Wadhams. The amend- dangers of salvage logging. Sens. Murray 

and Baucus, 
scientists and 
academics rip 

legislation 
to exempt 

salvage 
logging from 

environmental 
. laws 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON - Scientists and aca­

demics criticized Tuesday a proposal to 
exempt salvage logging of national for­
ests from U.S. environmental laws, and 
Sen. Max Baucus, D-Mont., said he 
would oppose the measure. 

Professors and· researchers .at 16 uni­
versities joined leaders of scientific orga­
nizations in a letter to President Clinton 
condemning the proposal to' waive laws 
protecting fish and wildlife. 

More than 50 biologists, ecologists, 
geologists . and fisheries and wildlife 
scientists nationwide urged strong. re­
strictions on salvage logging, which sev­
eral lawmakers have proposed as a way to 
ease fire threats in publicly owned forests 
in the West. 

"Fires and recovery from fires are part 

species evolved and to which many plete the salvage harvests, and Sen. Patty ment would reduce wildfire threats by Doug Crandall of the American Forest 
Western species and ecosystems are Murray, D-Wash., plans to challenge the removing dead and dying tiees while also & Paper Association said salvage logging 
adapted," the scientists wrote. "Human proposal on the Senate floor, her spokes- making more logs available to Montana is needed to reduce fire threats resulting 
disruption of the natural processes asso- man Rex Carney said Tuesday. sawmills, Wadhams said. from 100 years of fire suppressionpoli-
ciated with recovery from fire - not the Baucus announced Tuesday he too Gorton said he is "cautiouSly optimis- cies that have allowed wood fuels to build 
fires themselves - causes long-term would resist Gorton's proposal. tic" his proposal will prevail in the up beyond natural levels. 
damage to many of the resources in the "The Gorton amendment" allows tim- Senate. He said the scientists signing the However, Norman Christensen Jr., 
region," including soils, fisheries, water- ber harvesting to take place in many of letter to Clinton· are ignoring the fire dean of Duke University's School of the 
sheds and wildlife. Montana's IJ.lost special placeS," Baucus threats in the West. Environment, said in a letter to U.S. 

The Senate is expected to vote as early said in a statement. He listed the North "They are in fav.or of·natural forest se·nators that salvage logging can be an 
as today on a comprehensive spending Fork of the flathead River, the Rattle- fires. That just simply is not a position important management tool but requires 
bill that includes a proposal by Sen. Slade snake National Reer.eation Area, the that is consistent with the way in which careful analysis and monitoring. 
Gorton, R-Wash., ordering the U.S. Gallatin Range, the Porcupine Creek people live in these areas," Gorton said If salvage logging is "done p90rly, the 
Forest Service to log dead, dying and drainage near Big Sky and South Cotton- Tuesday. "It is appropriate for us to productivity and biological integrity of. 
overstocked trees free from the con- wood near Bozeman. change nature. It is appropriate for us to public forests may be permanently com­
straints of the Endangered Species Act But Sen. Conrad Burns, R-Mont., fight forest fires." promised," Christensen said. "I urge you 
and other environmental laws. The suppOrts the measure. "We think those Congress has heard conflicting testi-to reject exemptions for this kind of 
House has approved a similar measure. places are potentially in danger right now mony about the extent of wildfire threats logging from the laws and regulations 

President Clinton has indicat~d he because of fife danger," said Burns in the West and about the benefits and that guide stewardship of public lands." / 
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//Environmentalists livid over OK of logging legislation 
By SCOTT SONNER d \ d\ Bu' ~. Slade Gorton. R-W",h •• "'Y' the thre"ened 'pee;" ;n the Padfic Northw,,' '. ':Ii " ik ' k 
Associated Press Writer .. provision ~as a long time coming for log- five.years ago.. . Gorton rude apologIzes or sp e remar 

WASHINGTON.- ConservatlODlsts say gers and mIll workers who have been put out "It's the first tIme SInce 1990 the Senate . . 
Senate approval of a measure exempting of work by dramatic logging cutbacks in the has voted for any kind of relief for timber The AssocIated Press statement. 
some national forest logging from environ- West. communities," Gorton said last night after WASHINGTON _ Sen. Slade Gorton's She said the line in a memo issued 
menta1laws should serve as a wake-up call "Communities have been devastated. the vote. press secretary apologized to an environ- Tuesday was a reference to an Earth First 
for Americans'who cherish fish and wildlife. Families have broken up. Small businesses Ona 48-46 vote, senators rejected an mental group after saying that key oppo- activist arrested on Monday while protest-

"I view it as a clear victory on a very have failed," he said.. amendment by Sen. Patty Mugay, D-Wash., nents to Gorton's logging proposal "are ing Gorton's logging proposal at Sen. 
close vote for extremists in Congress who The Senate yesterday narrowly backed that would have required the salvage logging the same people who would 'spike' trees Mark Hatfield's office in Portland, Ore. 
plan an all-out war on the public lands," Gorton's plan to exempt some logging from and thinning of overstocked forests occur to kill loggers." Earth First once advocated driving 
said Nathaniel Lawrence, legal counsel for environmental laws in an effort to ease fire largely within the confines of existing laws. The Wilderness Society demanded a metal spikes into trees in .an effort to keep 
the Natural Resources Defense Council in threats and harvest dying trees before they rot. A final vote on the comprehensive budget retraction yesterday and press secretary loggers from cutting them for fear 'of 
San Francisco. "I can only hope this is a Gorton and other .Western Republicans bill, including the logging provision, was Heidi Kelly said she apologized to the injury or damage to saws, but the group 
wake-up call for anybody who cares about have been pressing for such legislation since expected as early as today. The House already group for "confusion" surrounding her has disavowed the practice since 1990. I / 
public resources." the northern spotted owl was declared a has approved a similar logging measure. / 
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: Senate backs logging exemptions 
,I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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I 
I 

• Gorton plan: The 
Senate measure exempts 
some logging in national 
forests from 
environmental laws. 
The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON - The Senate 
narrowly backed a plan Thursday 
to exempt some national forest 
logging from environmental laws 
in an effort to ease fire threats and 
harvest dying trees before they 
rot 

Senators gave their tentative 
approval to the proposal by Sen. 

Slade Gorton, R-Wash., which would 
insulate the logging from legal chal­
lenges under the Endangered 
Species Act and other laws protect­
ing fish and wildlife. 

On a ~6 vote, senators rejected 
an amendment by Sen. Patty 
Murra~ D-Wash., that would have 
required that salvage, logging and 
thinning of overstocked forests 
occur largely within the parameters 
of existing laws. . 

A final vote on the comprehensive 
budget bill including the logging 
provision was expected today. The 
. House ~dy has approved a simi­
lar logging measl,lre, although Pres-

ident Clinton has indicated he 
opposes the idea. 

Backers of the Gorton plan say 
expedited salvage logging free from 
the constraints of the laws is 
needed to remove dead and 
diseased timber from Western 
forests where fuel buildups raise 
the threat of catastrophic fires. 

''The Forest Service is absolutely 
incapable of addressing this in an 
expeditious manner," said Sen. 
Frank Murkowski, R-Alaska, chair­
man of the Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources Committee. 

Critics say the salvage operations 
actually increase fire threats. The 

harvests also promote soil erosion, 
damaging fish habitat by clogging 
rivers and streams with sediments, 
they say. 

"We must not give the agencies 
free reign to cut timber without 
regard to environmental consider­
ation," Murray said in a floor 
speech. 

Gorton, a staunch defender of the 
timber industry, led the charge for 
the legal exemptions to carry out 
the salvage logging as well as the 
timber harvests called for in Presi­
dent Clinton's year-old forest plan 
for Oregon, Washington and North-
ern California . ~ 
~ -
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~Go~tonprevails in timber 
showdown with Murray 
McClatchy News Service 

WASHINGTON - Washington state's two sena­
tors went toe-to-toe on the Senate floor Thursday 
over salvage timber sales in the national forests. In 
the end, Republican Slade Gorton beat Democrat 
Patty Mu~~y a razor-thin, two-vote margin. 

While the two have had their differences previ­
ously, Thursday marked the first time they had wran­
gled directly over legislation the other had proposed. . 
Murray sought to remove language that would have 
insulated the sales .of dead, dying and diseased trees 
from federal environmental laws. 

Murray admitted her amendment was a long shot 
and Gorton was confident going in that he had the 
votes. 

"It was closer than I expected," said Gorton. 
Murray said she had hoped for 40 votes. 
"This was much closer than I expected," Murray 

said. 

Gorton moved to table Murray's amendment and 
the suspense built as, for a time, it appeared the vote 
could end in a tie. 

The key to Gorton's victory appeared to be support 
from Sens. Ben Nighthorse Campbell, R-Colo., and 
Harry Reid, D-Nevada. 

Campbell at first voted to support Murray but 
switched his vote after being surrounded by his 
Republican colleagues. Campbell was elected as a 
Democrat but earlier this month switched parties. 

Murray had expected Reid's support and was 
stunned by his defection .. 

Southern Democrats, led by Sen. J. Bennett John­
ston of Louisiana, bucked their timber interests and 
supported Murray. Three Republicans, John Chaffee 

- .. .. 

..... , 

.......... 

\' . 

of Rhode Island, James Jeffords of Vermont and 
William Cohen of Maine,.a1so supported Murray. . 

The final vote was 48-46, with six senators not 
voting. Of those six, Murray ·said three were Democ­
rats from whom she had expected support. 

Both Murray and Gorton support salvage logging 
as a way to supply timber to hard-pressed Northwest 
mills and to reduce the chance of catastrophic fires in 
the forest. 

The Forest Service has estimated up to 2 billion 
board-feet of salvage timber is available in the region 
and had planned to cut about 1.5 billion board-feet 
during the current fiscal year. 

Gorton, however, insisted those sales would be 
tied up in court by environmentalists. Gorton inserted 
lan~age in a bill cutting $13 billion in spending 
which would deem salvage sales prepared under his 
provision "sufficient" to meet all environmental laws. 

Gorton also inserted lan~age requiring the 
administration to sell the 1.1 billion board-feet envi­
sioned irl its Northwest forest plan and insulated 
those sales from the environmental laws as well. 

The administration opposed the Gorton provisions, 
insisting it would touch off new lawsuits and tie up 
timber sales at a time when the logs were starting to 
flow. 

"It's astounding the administration doesn't want 
help in keeping its commitments," Gorton said during 
floor debate. 

Murray was dead set against the sufficiency language 
and instead proposed an expedited appeals process. 

"I believe the language proposed by my colleague. 
will cause a blizzard of lawsuits, cause political tur­
moil within the Northwest, and take us ti~ht back to 
where we were four years ago," Murray saId. 

_11 1 ___ ~ ___ ~,..,,.., ...... ~ 
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Senate backs Gorton's logging bill 
.BY ERIC PRYNE 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

By just two votes, the U.S. Senate has 
.endorsed a proposal to exempt most logging in 
the Northwest's federal forests from environ­
:mental laws and court challenges. 

Yesterday's vote, coupled with similar ac­
tion by the I:Iouse earlier this month, almost 
guarantees such a provision will land on Presi­
dent Clinton's desk as part of a larger budget­
cutting package now before the Senate. 

Clinton has expressed opposition to the 
logging amendments, but it's unclear whether 
he will veto the entire budget bill. 

The logging-exemption "issue provoked a 
showdown on the Senate floor yesterday be­
tween Washington's two senators. Republican 
Slade Gorton authored the proposal. Democrat 
Patty Murray led the opposition. 

The Senate Appropriations Committee ap­
proved Gorton's amendment last week. On the 

floor, Murray sought to re~ 
place it with language that 
would have streamlined 
the process for reviewing 
and appealing timber sales, 
without exempting them 
from legal challenge. 

"We must not give the 
agencies free rein to cut Sen. Slade 
timber without regard to 
environmental consider- Gorton 
ations," Murray said. 

"Do we care about our supply of lumber and 
paper products," Gorton countered, "or do we 
only care about the well-being of certain 
environmental organizations and their law­
yers?" 

Murray's substitute was rejected, 48 to 46. 
Gorton's amendment was supported by 

timber interests and opposed by environmen­
talists, who were criticized in a written 

statement issued Wednes­
day by Gorton's press sec­
retary. 

"The environmental 
groups leading the charge 
against this amendment 
are the same people who 
would 'spike' trees to kill 
loggers," "the statement 
said. 

That drew an angry re­
ply from Steve Whitney, 

Northwest regional director for the Wilderness 
Society. " 

Sen. Patty 
Murray -

"Sen. Gorton's desperation is evident in his 
embarrassing attack on the integrity and mo­
tives of Northwest environmental leaders," 
Whitney said. "He seeks polarization when the 
people want dialogue." . 

Gorton's proposal would rule out court 
challenges to three categories of federal timber 

sales: 
• So-called "salvage" logging of timber 

damaged by fire, or prone to disease or insect 
infestation. The Forest Service plans to offer 
salvage sales totaling 837 million board feet 
over the next 18 months in Washington and 
Oregon, mostly from forests east of the Cas­
cades. (A typical single-family home contains 
about 10,000 board feet of lumber.) 

• Sales offered under President Clinton's 
Northwest forest plan, adopted last April. The 
Forest Service plans to sell about 800 million 
board feet by October 1996 from Western 
Washington and Western Oregon, some of that 
in salvage sales. 

• Sixty sales, totaling 270 million board feet 
of old growth in Western Washington and 
Western Oregon, that were sold to loggers in 
the early 1990s, but have not been cut because 
they provide habitat for the marbled murrelet, a 
threatened seabird. 
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wins salvage-logging battle 
rVrUrray s attem pt to 
By Les Blumenthal 
News Trib!.lne Washington (~.C.) Bureau 

WASHINGTON - Republican' 
Slade Gorton'beat Democrat Patty 
MurraW a two-vote inargin 'l'hurs­
day as aShington state's two U.S. 
senators went toe-to-toe over Salvage 
timber sales in the national forests. 

Gorton won. 
While the two have had their 

differences previously, Thursday 
fi ·marked the first time they· have 
dwrangled direct1yov~r legislation 
~ the other proposed. MUrray sought to 
:-; block s.ales of dead, aying and 

.~ 
,-

diseased trees. .", 
Proponents of the sales, like 

Gorton, have argued that allowing 
. such logging would benefit areas, 

~" especially in the Northwest, that 
have been hurt economically 'by 
logging bans caused by environ­
mental laws protecting endangered 
species like the northern spotted bwL 

Murray admitted her amendment 
was a longshot, and Gorton was 
confident going in that he had the 
votes. 

1t was closer than I expected," 
Gorton said of the 48-46 vote.-

Both Murray and Gorton support 

block is2 votes shy 
salvage logging 
as a way to sup­
ply timber to' 
.hard-pressed 
Northwest mills 
and ta-redue-e 
the chance of 
cat!lstrophic 
fires in the for­
est. 

The Forest 
-Service has Gorton 

. estimated up to 
. 2 billion ·board of salvage timber is 
. available in: the regiQn and had 

planned to cut about 1;5 billion board 
feet duririg the current fiscal year. 

Gorton, however, insisted those 
'sales would be tied up in court by 
environmentalists and inserted 
language in a bill cutting $13 billion 
in spending which would deem 
salvage sales prepared under }tis 
provision "sufficient" to meet all 
environmental laws. 

Gorton also inserted language 
requiring the administration to sell 
the 1.1 billion board feet envisioned 
in its Northwest forest plan and 
insulated those sales from the 
environmental laws as well. 

~ The administration opposed the 

----- ...... -------------- Wi - .... 

Gorton provisions, insisting it would 
touch off new lawsuits and tie up 
timber sales at a time when the logs . 
were starting to flow. 

"It's astounding the administra­
tion doeSn't want help in keeping its 
commitments," Gorton said during 
Boor debate. 

Murray was dead set against 
Gorton's proposal and instead. 
proposed an expedited appeals 
process. 

"I believe the 18.nguage proposed 
by my colleague will cause a blizzard 
of lawsuits, cause political turmoil 

I 

. within the. Northwest and take ll!> 
right back to where we were four 
years ago," Murray said. .' 

While the Senate measure orders 
the Forest Service to sell as much 
salvage timber as possible, language 
in the House version of the bill 
requires 6 billion board feet be sold 
during the next two years.' . 

The differences will have to be 
resolved in a conference committee. 

President Clinton has threatene<j 
to veto the entire package of spend­
ing cuts if they take too much from 
social programs. . / 
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~ogging I proposal survives challenge 
wi2~GTON (AP) - Rep. Pat Sen. Slade such legislation since the northern the belt of Congress this year mak~: 

Williams urged President Clinton . Gorton spotted owl was declared a threat- ing short-term decisions that ar~-
today to veto a bill allowing logging ened species in the Pacific North- going to hurt us in the long run,';~~ 
of national forests exempt from "It was a Iit- west five years ago. Murray said after the vote. 
environmental laws, saying it tie bit closer "It's the first time since 1990 the Backers of the Gorton plan say 
threatens more than 1.5 million than I Senate has voted for any kind of expedited salvage logging is needed 
acres of Montana's "last remaining relieffor timber communities," Gor- to remove dead and diseased tim~ 
wild places." tho.ught it ton said after the vote. ber from Western forests, where 

''This reckless, extreme proposal might be." By 48-46, senators rejected an fuel buildups raise the threat of cat-
has left no middle ground for those amendment by Sen. Patty Murray, astrophic fires. 
of us in Congress who support rea- D-Wasb., that would have required "We have had the status quo long 
sonable, careful salvage logging as the salvage logging and thinning of enongh," said Sen. Conrad Burns, 
an appropriate tool to help main~ Montana's last remaining wild overstocked forests to be done R-Monl ''The status quo means we : : 
tain forest health," the Montana places," the nine-term congressman largely within the confmes of exist- don't log any of our salvage timber. : : 
Democrat said. said. ing laws. If it goes another year, it's not worth ; : 

The Senate on Thursday narrow- Environmentalists condemned "It was a little bit closer than I anything." .. 
ly backed a plan by Sen. Slade Gor- the vote. thought it might be," said Gorton. Critics say the salvage opera- . , 
ton, R-Wash., to exempt some log- "I view it as a clear victory on a The Senate was scheduled to tions actually increase the threat of ' 
ging from environmental laws in an very close vote for extremists in continue debate today on the spend- fire and promote soil erosion, dam- ; 
effort to ease fire threats and har- Congress who plan an all-out war on ing bill that includes the logging aging fish habitat by clogging rivers .. 
vest dying trees before they rol the public lands," said Nathaniel provision. The House has approved and streams with sedimenl ' 

"Our best hope now appears to Lawrence, legal counsel for the Nat- a similar logging measure. Sen. Harry Reid of Nevada was 
be a veto by President Clinton and ural Resources Defense Council in President Clinton has indicated the.only Democrat to vote with Gor- : . 
I'll be urging that he do just that," San Francisco. "I can only hope this he opposes the idea of insulating ton. Four Republicans sided with , . 
Williams said today. is a wake-up call for anybody who logging from legal challenges tinder Murray - John Chafee of Rhode : : 

''This legislation presents no less cares about public resources." the Endangered Species Act and Island, William Cohen of Maine, . 
than an immediate crisis to more Gorton and other Western other laws. James Jeffords of Vermont and· . 
than a million and half acres of Republicans have been pressing Cor "Forme, it is another notch in William Roth ~ - . -. - - _ ..... -- - .... : 
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logging battle 
Environmentalists say vote 
should serve as 'wake-up call' 
Scan SONNER THE ASSOCIATED PRESS ._-----_._.-

WASHINGTON - Conservationists say 
Senate approval ora measure exempting some 
national forest logging from environmental 
lawssho~ld serve as a wake-up call for 
Americans who cher- , , 
ish fish and wildlife. -----,-

. "I view it as a clear 
victory on a very close 

. vote for extremists in 
Congress who plan an 
aU-out war on the pub­
lic lands," said 
Nathaniel Lawrence, 
legal counsel for the 
Natural Resources 
Defense Council in 
San Francisco. 

"I can only hope 
this is a wake-up call 
for anybody who cares 
about public 
resources," he said. 

But Sen. Slade 
Gorton, R-Wash., says 
the provision was a 

It's the first 
time since 
1990 the 

Senate has 
voted for 

any kind of 
relieffor . 

timber com-
munities. 
Sen. Slade 

Gorton 
A-Washington 

---" 
long time coming for loggers and mill workers 
who have been put put of work by dramatic 
logging cutbacks in the West. 

The Senate on Thursday narrowly backed 
Gorton's plan to exempt some logging from 
environmental laws in an effort to ease fire 
threats and harvest dying trees before they rot. 

"It's the first time since 1990 the Senate has 
voted for any kind of relief for timber communi­
ties," Gorton said Thursday night after the vote. 

On a 48-46 vote, senators rejected an amend­
ment by Sen;..~~ Murray, D-Wash., that would 
have required the salvage logging and thinning 
of overstocked forests occur largely within the 
confines of existing laws. 

"Do we care about our supply of lumber and 
paper products, or do. we only care about the 
well-being of certain environmental organiza­
tions and their lawyers?" he asked during his 
Senate floor speech. 

This morning, Rep. Pat Williams urged 
President Clinton to veto the bill, saying it 
threatens more than 1.5 million acres of 
Montana's "last remaining wild places." 

A final vote on the comprehensive budget 
bill, including the logging provision, was 
expected as early as today. The House already 
has approved a similar logging measure. 

President Clinton has indicated he opposes 
the idea of insulating the logging from legal 
challenges under the Endangered Species 
Act and other laws protecting fish and 
wildlife. 
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Close call. ~ / Q q 
WASHINGTON, D. C. - Logging 

of burned and dead trees on 
'federal forest lands in the Pacific 
Northwest moved a step closer to 
reality Thursday when the Senate 

" rejected an effort by Sen.!-~ 
MuI'@', D·Wash., to strip so·called 
'''sufficiency language" from an 
appropriations bill. 

In a tight Senate' floor battle that 
pitted Murray against Sen. Slade 
Gorton, R·Wash., the sponsor of the 
sufficiency language, the Murray 
effort failed on a 4846 vote to table 
her proposal. 

;.' 

Gorton is waging a major battle to 
get appropriations approved so tim· 
ber sales of burned, dead and dis· 
eased timber can proceed while the 
wood still has some economic value. 
Burned and. dead timber is quickly 
infested with insects, rendering it 
useless for commercial purposes. 
Salvaging it, on the other hand, per· 
mits the wood to be used for chips 
and other coinmercial purposes. It 
also clears the timberland so it can 
be replanted with a new generatipn 

\ 
Please see VIEWS, Page A2\ >. 

Vi -IE' : ~, ~''): --:t th:~ los~ so';ething that l;~ost! 
IV ..., unusual for them . 

------....,...,.-. Now the appropriations bill 
- T ,.CONTlNl :0 FROM PAGEA1 f ;::, moves fC'rward with language that 

';i . ••.. • .. ;k:; . .< if s~~~:aIlI.he environmental studies 
of healthy Yllng trees.'" ;:!: ';done prior to calling fo), a timber • \ 

There arl 'jeveral billion board sale shall be deemed sllfficient to 
feet of dead. diseased or burned . me~nhe requirements nf various 
timber on federal lands. federal environmentall:tws and no 

Why a big light over cutting further appeals are pepnitted, 
burned or d'!:1d trees? Shouldn't it Now that is a real stell ahead. 
be obvious lhl'l the smart thing to 
do is get the dead trees off so new Help BPA too, :/: 
trees can be pi anted arid the forest 
regenerated? A FEDERAL regulatory commis· 

Yes, i~ should. The fight really i"Lion wants:t;rivately Q~T'ed 
wasn't over the burned or dead. .:power companies'to:hav,! to Jpen 
trees,' however:. It was a figh~by the" theirtranstnisslori systeJlls to com. 
environment;! I crowd over the suffi- petition, just as Bonn~i1le J 'ower 
ciency langunge. They absolutely Administration has been for';ed to 
fear it becau~e it takes away their d ." .. o. 
power to use administrative and It's a good ideidt would rut 
legal appeals to delay, delay and everyo~e in the electrkty J'usiness 
delay any timber sales, on the same competitive foo~ing. 

If the radical environmentalists· The idea is more competition will . 
cannot use the legal system to stop either help keep rates down or per-
timber sales, then their power to haps lower them long term. 
control the federal forests is largely The Federal Energy Regulatory . 
gone. They know it They know the Commission is proposin~~ so mething 
U.S. Supreme ';ourt has approved , for the privately o:wned util ities that' 
sufficiency lalJ~uage as being con- ought to also be availabi c to the 
stitutional. . public utilities. . 

Sufficiency language means some' FERC recognizes that by opening 
logging on federal lands would actu- power lines to competition. some 
ally happe '\' See why the radicals big users might switch providers or 
are upset? 'start their own generating plants, 

Furtherrnore, keeping the sum- leaving a power ci)'hlpany with 
Clency language in the appropria- transmir,sion lines that r~ost lots of 
tions bill sets n precedent for subse- money but no revenue!' r:oming from 
quent use of tile sameianguage. them. These are what's called 
The radicals understand that too. i1stranded costs." . 
So today's vote was critical to them FERC proposes tWo mealls for 

. and their continued dominance utilities to recover such costs. One 
\ over the federal forests. It was close. would be an exit fee. It ~ould ! 

4- ~~ require a customer leavmg a trans· 
-_. .... mission system to pay the owner a 

fee for leaving. The other would be 
I to pen'1it a transmission fee to be 
charged so the utility would recover 
its investment in lines, tower and 
s:.vitching yards as it seqds power to 
its customers," . 

If it is fair for private utilities to 
be able to recover their.investment 
costs, then the.same ought to go for 
BPA When it builds transmission 
lines, it does so with public funds. 
The public is as entitled to get its 
money back as stockholders in pri· 

. vately owned utilities. ," 
So FERC needs to expand its pro­

posed rule to include pubIi.c ·utili· . 
\ ti~s on th: c~st ~ecovery ~:~~ha­Lm:: Fair IS fair.,:::,' /' 
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rSlade vs. Patty on timber 
.. a1o-t{ 

By McClatchy News Service 
WASHINGTON - Washington 

state's two senators went toc-to-toe 
on the Senate floor yesterday over sal­
vage timoer sales in Ihe national 
forests. In the end. Repuolican Slade 
Gorton beat Democrat Pally MIICQY 
by a razor-thin. two-vote margin. 

While the two have had their dif­
rerences previously. yesterday 
marked the first time they had wran­
gled directly over legislalion the olher 
had proposed. Murray sought to 
remove language that would have 
insulated the sales of dead. dying and 
diseased Irees from federal environ­
mental laws. 

Murray admilled her amendment 
was a long shot and Gorton was 
confiuenl going in Ihal he had Ihe 
votes. 

.. " was closer Ihan I cxpected." 
said Gorton. 

Gorton's bill approved 
Murray said she had hoped for 40 

votes_ 
"This was much closer than I 

expel·ted." Murray said. 
Gorton moved \0 taole Murray's 

amend men I and Ihe suspense oui" as. 
for a lime. it appeared Ihe vote could 
end in a tie. 

The key 10 Gorton's victory 
<tppeareu 10 he supporl from Sens. 
Ben Nighlhorsc Camphcll. R-Colo .• 
anu Harry Reid. D-Nevada. 

C<lmphell al firsl v(lteu to support 
Murray hUI swilched his VOle afler 
hcing surrounued oy his Repuolican 
colleagues_ Camphell was eleclcd as 
a Democral hUI carlier Ihis monlh 
swilcheu parties. 

Murray hau expecled Reiu's sup-

port and was slunned hy his defeclion. 
Southern Demoerals. led by Sen. 

J. Bennell Johnslon of Louisiana. 
bucked Iheir limber inlerests and sup­
porled Murray. Three RepUblicans. 
John Chaffee of Rhode Island. James 
Jeffords of Vermonl and William 
Cohen of Maine. also supported 
Murr.lY· 

The tinal vOle was 48-46. wilh six 
senalors not VOlin!!. Of those six. 
Murray saiu three ;"ere Democrals 
from whom she had expected supp0l1. 

Both Murmy anu Gorton supporl 
salvage logging as a way to supply 
limoer 10 hard-presseu Norlhwesl 
mills and 10 reuuce Ihe chance of cal­
aSlrophic fires in the f(lresl. 

The Forest Service hm; eSlimaled up 

'10 2 hillion ho'IflJ-f~'Ct of salvage tim­
her is availahle in the region anu had 
planned to cuI ahout 1.5 billion hoard­
It.'!!t during the cum:nt liseal year. 

Gorton. however. insisted those 
sales would hc lied up in'court by 
environmenlalists. Gorton inserted 
language in a hill CUlling $13 billion 
in spending which would deem sal­
vage sales prepared under his provi­
sion "suflkient" to meet all environ­
mental laws. 

Gorton also inserted language 
requiring the administr.ltion to sell the 
I. I hillion hoard-feet envisioned in 
ils Northwesl forest pbn and insulat­
ed Ihose sales from Ihe environmen­
wI laws as well. 

The administration opposed the 
Gorton provisions. insisling it would 
louch off new lawsuits and lie up lim­
her sales al a lime when Ihe lo!!s were 
starting 10 /low. ~ /. 
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-1-3 By LES BLUMENTHAL 

Herald Washington. D.C .. bureau 

WASHINGTON - Washington's 
two senators went toe-to-toeon the 
Senate floor Thursday over salvage 
timber sales in the national forests, 
and in the end Republican Slade 
Gorton beat Democrat Patty Murray 
by a razor-thin two-vote margin. 

While the two have had their dif­
ferences previously, Thursday 
marked the first time they wrangled ;, 
directly over legislation the other 
proposed. Murray sought to remove 
language that would have insulated 
sales of dead, dying and diseased 
trees from federal environmental 
laws. 

Murray admitted her amendment 
was a longs hot. Both said afterward 
the vote was much closer than they 
had expected. 

Gorton moved to table Murray's 
amendment, and the suspense built 
as for a while it appeared the vote 
could end in a tie. 

The key to Gorton's victory 
appeared to be support from Sens. 
Ben Nlghthorse Campbell, R-Colo., 
and Harry Reid, D-Nevada. 

Campbell initially supported Mur­
ray but switched his vote after being 
surrounded by his Republican col­
leagues. Campbell was elected as a 
Democrat, but earlier this month 
switched parties. 

Murray expected Reid's support 
and was stunned by his defection. 

Southern Democrats,led by Sen. J. 
BennettJohnston, bucked their tim­
ber interests and supported Murray. 
Three Republicans,John Chafee of 
Rhode Island, James Jeffords ofYer­
mont and William Cohen of Maine, 
also supported Murray. 

The final vote was 48-46 with six 
. senators not voting. Of those six, 

Murray said, three were Democrats 
she expected support from. 

Murray and Gorton support sal­
vage logging as a way to supply tim­
berto hard-pressed Northwest mills 
and to reduce the chance of cata-
strophic fires. 

The U.S. Forest Service has esti­
mated up to 2 billion board feet of 
salvage timber is available in the 
region and planned to cut about 1.5 
billion board feet duringtlie current 
fiscal year. 

Gorton, however, Insisted those 
sales will be tied up in court by envi­
ronmentalists. He used abroad bl11 
that cuts $13 billion in spending to 
Insert language that would deem sal­
vage sales prepared under his provi­
sion "sufficient" to meet environ­
mental laws. 

Gorton also Inserted language that 
would require the administration to 
sell the 1.1 billion board feet envi­
sioned In Its Northwest forest plan, 
and insulated those sales from envi­
ronmentallaws also. 

The administration opposed the 
Gorton provlsions,insisting it would 
touch offnew lawsuits and tie up tim­
ber sales at a time when logs are 
starting to flow. 

Murray was dead set against the 
sufficiency language and Instead 
proposed an expedited appeals 
process. 

"I believe the language proposed 
by my colleague will cause a blizzard 
of lawsuits, cause political turmoil 
within the Northwest and take us 
right back to where we were four 
years ago," she said. 

While the Senate measure orders 
the Forest Service to sell as much 
salvage timber as possible,language 
in the House version of the bill 
requires 6 billion board feet be sold 
during the next two years. The dif-
ferences will have to be resolved in a 
conference committee. 

President Clinton has threatened 
to veto the entire package of spend­
ing cuts if they take too much from 
social programs. 

.' . 
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Timber Pla~' 
Amendment '-. 
Is Defeated 
Senate l-Vtes to Table 
Environmental Checks 

By Dan Morgan 
Washington Post SWf Writer 

A plan for expediting the harvest of 
timber across vast areas of the Pacific 
Northwest narrowly survived an ai~ 
tempt yesterday in the Senate to mOd, 
ify it in ways that would make it mor.e 
acceptable t,o environmentalists. ' 

Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.), who 
offered an amendment that would 
have allowed organizations to chal­
lenge federal timber sales in court; 
said the defeat showed that "it's going 
to be difficult to do environmental, 
safety and health laws in this Con­
gress." 

The Murray amendment, which 
was offered on a bill rescinding $13.5 
billion of spending comn1itrnents made 
by previous Congresses, was tabled o'n 
a vote of 48 to 46. , 

Murray, whose state is a major ti1ti~ 
ber producer, made clear that she ffi~ 
vors stepped-up logging in area:s 
where legal challenges have kept com­
munities from reaching their targets. 
But she argued that timber provisions 
in the measure on the floor woUid 
hurt, rather than help, timber comrrili~ 
nities. " 

She said that allowing logging to go 
ahead without environmental checks 
and balances was "the wrong way" Jp 
increase timber harvests. 

The Senate bill would provide for 
timber companies to cut dead, burned 
and diseased timber on federal landS 
at a pace that would reach previously 
agreed-on targets, and would expedite 
the harvesting of live timber in NortlJ, 
west forests inhabited by the norther:n 
spotted owl. Timber interests ha~ 
contended that lawsuits and other re­
strictions are preventing them from 
reaching the targets. . .. " 

The provision, as well as a House 
version that would allow even more 
extensive cutting of dead and disease:d 
trees, does not provide for court reo, 
view of federal timber sales and effec­
tively sets aside environmental, and 
other regulations, critics charge. .', 

Although the overall Senate appro.. 
priations bill cuts nearly $4 billidn less 
than the House's bill does, Deffl&kats 
were detennined yesterdayrltoi,'~~~ 
for fUrther improvements,'tlsitlg'wna't 
leverage they had from the threat of 'a 
presidential veto, 

Minority Leader Thomas A, 
Daschle (D-S.D.) planned to offer aii 
amendment restoring $1.3 billiorl'lB 
programs such as Head S~; ei.eW'en: 
tary and secondary schoof¥9;;§ffi9Rl 
lunches and housing. '! rV ) .-

.\,.Il1 ... 1 

, Yesterday, Democrats offered;~,se.~ 
nes of amendments to the bill, whi~h 
the Senate will take up again today.", 

Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) pro­
posed taking $11 million from defense 
spending to restore two small educ3" 
tional programs targeted for cuts: 
That initiative was tabled on a vote of 
48 to 46. ' ' 

But the Senate passed on a voi~ 
vote a Se~. Bob Kerrey (D-Neb,), 
amendment deleting $5 million worth 
of spending for 35 government buil~: 
ings in 21 states and the District. 
Many of the projects were in the 

; states or ,districts of influential House 
and Senate members and had been 
spared from cuts by the appropria­
tions committees. 

The $13.5 billion in cuts in the Se~~ 
ate bill is less than the $17.1 billion 
House version, which President Clin­
ton has said he would veto, even 
though it provides $5.7 billion of dis~ 
aster relief to 40 states, including 
$3.9 billion for vote-rich California. 

The three-cornered politics among, 
the White House, Senate and House: 
also emerged yesterday in delibera­
tions over a supplemental appropria-' 
tions measure {or the Pentagon, which 
has passed both houses. ' 

Negotiations to resolve differences 
between the Houileand Senate broke 
'off for the weekend with both sides' 
close to an agreement to give the Pen­
tagon between $2.4 billion and $2.6 
billion in additional funds to meet the 
costs of peacekeeping operations in: 
Haiti, Bosnia, North Korea. Rwanda 
and Somalia. 

The original House version provid­
ed the Pentagon $3.2 billion, offset by' 
savings from cuts about equally divid­
ed between defense and nondefense 
programs. 

The administration stepped up 
pressure on Congress to release the 
funds by letting it be known this week 
that it might have to pay some bills by 
shifting as much as $1 billion from 
other Defense Department ac­
counts-presumably including some ' 
added to last year's defense bill at the 
behest of members. 

The House, in the supplemental bill: 
it passed earlier this year, was able to. 
build in some protection for member' 
projects by providing the Pentagon 
with more money than it had request-. 

,ed. However, House negotiators are 
now being forced to scale back that 
bill to bring it closer into line with the 
smaller $1.9 billion Senate measure~ 

At the sarne ,time, the House cut:a: 
number of military programs favored. 
in the Senate, such as funds for tHe: 
electronic warfare version of the F-

,., l11, and the SR-71 spy plane. 

.,·.';.:"v.:.,.. ... "' ... .'A .... _ ' •••.• ", 
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Selling out the forests 
The worst decision made by Congress 

Thursday was in the Senate, where law­
makers voted 48-46 to transfer even more 
of the nation's forests from public steward­
ship to the timber industry. 

To accomplish this, lawmakers voted, in 
essence, to suspend all federal environmen­
tal controls on "salvage" logging of dead 
and dying trees in our national forests. And 
to make sure only a few old-growth stands 
would be excluded, they defined "salvage" 
so that almost any tree, regardless of age or 
health, fits the bill. 

Result: a quick bonanza for logging com­
panies; a quick loss for taxpayers, who al­
ready lose millions of dollars a year because 
the Forest Service sells timber rights too 
cheaply; and a further degradation of natu­
ral balances in dry Western forests. 

Sponsors say salvage logging can help re­
duce .fires, which feed on weakened trees 
and snags. But if so, it is also true that the 
fire hazard is high in part because of log­
ging, not for lack of it 

DeCades of fire. suppression have pre­
vented smaller fires from clearing out the 
forest floor. Huge piles of slash wood left by 
clear-cut operations have compounded the 
fuel load and fire risk.' And as always, log­
ging means roads, which means public ac-

. ..... 

..... .. 
~:,. . . 

cess, which means more .fires; 
Salvage logging isn't always a bad thing. 

It may help protect roads and homes, and it 
may reduce the· intensity of some fires, 
which last year burned 3 million acres and 
killed at least 17 .firefighters. 

But that's not what this amendment, at­
tached to a messy recisions bill, is about 

Instead of stabilizing the forests so they 
remain productive, the law eliminates all 
but the most perfunctory environmental 
safeguards. In many areas, you can forget 
about protecting the forests for other envi­
ronmentally sensitive uses - from camp­
ing to hunting and fishing. 

There is something deeply cynical about 
using the deaths of firefighters to sell out 
our national forests, shortchange taxpayers 
and abridge popular environmental goals. 

, Yet the House recently passed an even 
more aggressive law, so it appears that only 
a Ointon veto can prevent enactment 

Alas, former Rep. Dan Glickman was 
unanimously confirmed Thursday as, the 
new Agriculture secretary, in part because 
he promised to maintain the "economic vi­
tality" of the nation's forests. That's vague 
enough to justify anything that politics may 
demand, including willy-nilly salvage log­
ging of the nation's greatest forests. 

. ~ . 
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By Scott Soriner . vote on his side if he needed on a very close vote for extre-
Associated Press writer O~. he Senate. reiected an am.endment their support. mists in Congress who plan an 

J Gorton says the provision was all~ut war on the public lands." 
WASHINGTON. p.C. - Con~ b}IPatty Murray and narrowly backed a long time coming for loggers said Nathaniel Lawrence. legal 

greSsman Pat Williams of Mon- _ l d G ' /, and mill workers who have been counsel for the Natural Re-
tana urged President Clinton S a e ortons p an to exempt some put out of work by dramatic sources Defense Council in San 
today to veto a bill exempting logging from en'vironinentallaws in an logging cutbacks in the West. Francisco. 
some sa.lvage logging in nation- U.I" th t d h . t "Communities have been dev- "I can only hope this is a 
al "forests from environmental e"ort to ease lire rea san arves astated~ Families have broken wakeup call for anybody who 
laws: . ' dying trees before they rot. up. Small businesses have cares about public resources ... • 

The Democrat said the bill Gorton failed." he said. The House earlier approved a 
threatens more than 1~5 million Murray, "Do we care about our supply similar proposal that is even 
acreS:-:of his state's "last re- of lumber and paper products. more objectionable to environ-
nia~'wiId places." .. heaith." the Montana congress- ease fire' threats and harvest stocked forests occur largely or do we only car~' about the mentalists. The logging provi-

"This reckless. ~eme pro- man said. dying trees before they rot. within the confines of existing well-being of certain environ- sions are included in bills that 
pasal has left no middle ground The Senate on Thursday nar- On a 48-46 vote. senators re- laws.·· mental organizations and their would cut billions of dollars 
for those of us in Congress who rowly backed Washington Re- jected an amendment by Sen. "It was a little bit closer than lawyers?" Gorton asked during from current federal agencies. 
support reasonable. careful sal- publican Slade Gorton's plan to Patty Murray •... D-Wash .• that I thought it might be." said his Senate floor speech. including money for housing 
vage logging as an a~propriate exempt some logging from envi- would have required the salvage Gorton. adding that two other Conserva tionists were ap-
tool to help maintam forest· r/-ental laws in an effort to . logging and thinning of over- unidentified senators who palled by the vote. See LOGGING. A-lO 
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topple Gorton 
Qver logging 
By' Christopher Hanson 
P-I ,'!Vashlngton Correspondent 

:WASHINGTON - After a bitter duel on the, 
Senate floor, Sen. Patty Murray failed yesterday to 
kill legislation sponsored by Sen. Slade Gorton that 
would waive environmental laws to allow more 
logging on federal lands in the Pacific Northwest. 
Gorton prevailed by two votes. 

'It was the first major parliamentary clash 
between Washington state's two senators. Muc.h was 
at~take - jobs, the environment and votes 10 the 
next election., , 

:~And rhetoric was harsh as members debated h?w 
to :cope with the economic pain c,aused by loggIng 
curbs imposed to preserve habitat of the threatened 
sp6tted owl and other species. . 

,; Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., accused Republican 

Se:e TIMBER, Page A7 ~ 
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Would undercut 
~xisting laws 
Fiom Page 1 

" .. 
Gorton of taking "an extreme 
position that the majority of the 
American people would not ac­
cept." Sen. Conrad Burns, R­
Mont., snapped at Democrat Mur~ 
ray: "You',re not dOing anything 
for America and doing worse for 
people who depend on public 
lands for a living! You're making 
YQur paycheck. They're not!" , 

, Gorton declared that the issue 
between him and Murray boiled 
down to this question: "Do we 
care at all about the people who 
live in timber country ... or do 
we only care about the well-being 
of certain environmentalist orga­
nizations and their lawyers?" 

Gorton's provision, attached to 
a budget bill, waives environmen­
tal laws to allow harvesting trees 
that are dead, dying or at risk of 
being consumed in forest fires. 

It would also waive environ­
mental laws and restrict lawsuits 
so the Forest Service can meet 
quotas for sale of healthy timber 
the administration has set but 
fallen far short of meeting. 

The Endangered Species Act 
and other federal law now re­
quires logging limits on federal 
lands to preserve habitat of 
threatened or endangered spe­
cies. 

Murray introduced a measure 
to scrap Gorton's approach and 
substitute a less sweeping one. 
Her bill would have required the 
Forest Service to speed up timber 
sales, provide resources to accom­
plish this, and expedite judicial 
appeals of timber sales - but 
without waiving environmental 
laws. 

'/', .,' 

It was rejected 48-46. One 
Democrat, Nevada's Harry ,Reid, 

" The White House 
now has the 
opportunity to 
end more than two 
yearS of !broken 

~:,' . . 
" j • 

voted with Gorton. Four Republi­
cans - William Cohen of Maine, 
John Chafee of Rhode Island, 
James Jeffords of Vermont ,and 
William Roth of Delaware - sid­
ed with Murray. Sen. Ben Night­
horse 'Campbell, R-Colo., voted 
Murray's way but switched during 
a last-minute flurry of jawboning. 

The House has passed a simi­
lar provision. Differences be­
tween the two are likely to be 
hashed out in committee. , 

"The White House now has the 
opportunity to end more than two 
years of broken promise~ .. This 
(provision) allows the admlOlstra­
tion to do what it says it wants to 
do," Gorton said after the vote. 

Jim Geisinger, president of the 
Northwest Foresters Association, 
said: "I think today's floor vote 
was a major step forward. . .. 
(Murray's) amendment is not go­
ing to buy her any votes in timber­
dependent communities because 
it would not do anything to expe­
dite a solution to a catastr9phic 
situation. " 

In the intense debate preced­
ing the vote, Murray said Gorton's 
measure would "short-cutenvi­
ronmental checks and balances 
... cut people out of the process 
(and) invite a mountain of law­
suits." She said Gorton's measure 
"allows agencies to build roads in 
pristine road less areas and har­
vest trees along wild and scenic 
river corridors" and said her 
alternative would prevent this. 

Murray argued that Gorton's 
approach, while waiving environ­
mental laws to allow specific 
timber sales, would not stop envi­
ronmental groups from going to 
court to block the overall timber 
plan. She predicted this would 
happen if Gorton's measure be­
came law and "take us right back 
where we were four years ago," 
when timber sales were stalled in 
federal courts. 

Nonsense, Gorton replied, ar­
guing in a statement his measure 
"specifically insulates the admin­
istration from ... lawsuits" while 
Murray's could not guarantee that 
more timber would be harvested. 

Another issue was the scope of 
the harvesting of dead, dying or 
insect-infested timber that should 
be allowed. Murray's measure 
confined this to severely damaged 
trees. Gorton's goes further to 
allow "trees imminently suscepti­
ble to fire or insect attack." Sen. 
Bill Bradley, D-N.J., said Gorton 
was opening the door for harvest­
ing in any area "where the trees 
are still made of wood." 

The clash pointed up dramatic 
differences in the ways conserva­
tive Gorton and liberal Murray 
grapple with the timber crisis. 
Murray, who needs the support of 
both environmentalists and tim­
ber workers, emphasizes safe­
guarding environmental laws and 
providing as much timber as pos­
sible under them. Gorton, working 
to scale back environmental laws, 
has written off environmentalists. 

Gorton spokeswoman Heidi 
Keily said in a memo this week 
that "environmental groups lead­
ingthe charge against this amend­
ment are the same people who 
wouid 'spike' trees to kill log­
gers:" That prompted Ric~ard 
Hoppe of the Wilderness SOCiety, 
which has been fighting the Gor­
ton measure to 'demand a retrac­
tiori .. Yesterday, Kelly said she 
had "9ot been. referriri~}~ A t~e / 
WilNo .. "nC'~ c,.. .............. 

.' ~. 



Senate Narrowly UphoZds GOP Plan 
To Speed Timber Salvage on U.S. Lands 

By DAVID ROGERS 
Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 

WASHINGTON - The Senate narrowly 
upheld a Republican-backed plan to expe­
dite timber-salvage operations on federal 
lands by suspending appeals available to 
environmentalists. 

The 48-46 vote killed a Democratic 
alternative that promised to speed the 
awarding of contracts but retained more of 
the customary judicial and administrative 
reviews governing sales. 

The outcome reflected strong lobbyfng 
by the lumber and home-building industry, 
working in tandem with the GOP leader­
ship. The home;bullders trade. association 
Is an active part of the business coalition 
helping Speaker Newt GingriCh advance 
his broader "Contract With America" in 
the House. Republicans see the timber 
proposal as a means to solidify their 
political gains in the West and help them 
challenge President Clinton in next year's 
election. 

By suspending the appeals process, 
logging companies hope to move quickly to 
recapture wood damaged by forest fires in 
recent years. Billions of board feet of 
timber are at stake. Sen. Frank Murkowskl 
(R., Alaska), Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee chairman, said the 
Forest Service is "absolutely incapable of 
moving expeditiously" without the waivers 
and "the timber will be left where the bugs 
and the fire last left it." 

But in what could be a sensitive allusion 
for environmentalists, the Alaskan said 
the depressed industry could now "break 
into the pipeline." 

Nathaniel Lawrence, a senior lawyer 
for the Natural Resources Defense Coun­
cil, charged that "extremists in Congress 
ha ve won the opening battie in their war on 
public lands. .., It will make logging 
at all costs the sole governing law on our 
national forests." 

The debate came as the Senate worked 
into last night on $13 billion spending-cut 
bill to which the timber proposal is at­
tached. The size of the endeavor has made 
it a ready target for senators seeking to 
raise other issues. Senate Banking Com­
mittee Chairman Alfonse D'Amato set off 
alarms at the Treasury by proposing a 
rider to cap the president's ability to draw 
down from the Exchange Stabilization 
Fund to assist Mexico. 

In other major votes last night, the 
Senate: 

• Rejected a Democratic attempt to re­
store education funds by cutting from 
defense. The vote was a victory for Senate 
Appropriations Committee Chairman 
Mark Hatfield who is locked in negotia­
tions wit~ the House about its proposed 
transfers lrom domestic programs to re­
plenish the Pentagon. Before talks broke 
off yesterday, the Oregon Republican of­
fered to relax some accounting rules but 
wants any :military replenishment to be 
financed from the broad defense budget, 
includi.ng-Energy Department weapon pro­
grams, or foreign aid . 

• Slashed spending for new federal 
buildings by $1.8 billion. Sen. Bob Kerrey 
(D., Neb.) opened the bidding with a $324 
million cut that survived a tabling motion 

and even won a vote from presidential 
contender Sen. Phil Gramm (R., Tex.J. 
The GOP then countered by wiping out 
dozens more building projects on a 79-15 
vote as a ploy to blunt Mr. Kerrey's more 
direct-and realistic-attack. 

• Reached agreement to take up today a 
· major Democratic proposal to restore $1.34 
billion in education and housing cuts by 
trimming elsewhere from disaster aid. 

In the timber debate, Colorado Sen. Ben 
Nighthorse Campbell, who recently 
switched parties to the GOP, seemed to 
embody the conflicting pressures as he 
first voted against the proposed waivers 
and then switched to uphold the Republi­
can plan. In what proved the final pivotal 
vote, Sen. Harry Reid' (0., Nev.J was the 
sole member of his party to oppose the 
Democratic alternative offered by Sen. 
Patty Murrav m. WashJ ... * 

. ~eparately, in the wake of the House 
defeat of term-limits legislation Wednes­
day night, the GOP leadership moved 
aggressively yesterday to isolate critics in 
the movement and focus political pressure 
instead onto the Democrats. 

Mr. Gingrich spoke to television cam­
eras while flanked by representatives of 
friendly business and conservative organi­
zations gathered under the banner, "The 
Term LimIts Coalition." Within the group, 
the Term Limits Legal Institute here In 
Washington has a long track record and 
credibility on the Issue. But many of the 
others - including the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce, the National Association of 
Wholesaler-Distributors, and National 
Federation of Independent Business - ha ve 
a larger pro-business agenda that allies 
them with the .same Republicans who 
helped kill term limits, such as Majority 

· Whip Tom DeLay of Texas and House 
· Judiciary Committee Chairman Henry 
Hyde of Illinois. 
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./ THE CO~MBIAN'S VIEW 
Gorr6?f~ins fight to cut 
:any tree mad~ of-wood, 
:workers in the wood-products industry have lately 

shared a one-liner that expresses their frustra-
, tion and takes off from the slogan of the most rad-
ical environmentalists: 

"Earth first! We'll clearcut the rest of the planets later." 
The irony was on the other foot last week in a battle 

between forces led by Washington's two U.S. senators, 
Republican Slade Gorton and Democrat Patty Murray. At 
:issue was GoI't9n's plan to exempt from environmental 
:laws, including the Endangered Species Act; logging in 
:damaged or jeopardized woods. ' 
, Gorton and his allies won by two votes, 48-46. The mea­
:sure has similar intent to one already passed by the 
:House. Although a lot of steps remain before the notion 
gets to President Clinton, the vote last Thursday was piv­
otal. It shot down an amendmentproposed by Murray that 
would have kept some modest restraint on the salvage 
,gimmick. Clinton has hinted he will veto the measure, but 
its proponents in Congress can probably slip it past him 
:by hooldng it to something he cannot do without 

The theme of the Gorton pitch has been a steady public 
,drumbeat with the industry advertising suggesting the 
tragedy of starving timber towns while perfectly good 
downed trees rot away in nearby forestS. 

As Gorton put it in his little victory strut following the 
:defeat of Murray's amendment, "Communities have been 

,:devastated. Families have broken up. Small businesses 
~have failed. ... It's first time since 1990 the Senate has 
:voted for any kihd of relief for timber communities." 
, So, supposing the courts don't forestall the pillage, lit­
tle towns like Forks and Morton and Stevenson will be 
,able to get out into the burns and blowdowns to pick up 
:enough logs to save the rugged pioneer way of life. By the 
'way, huge companies with their' highly productive, non­
labor-intensive machinery will be able to gobble up vast 
:tracts that nurtures'murrelets, owls and salmon. 

The rule really isn't about a few logs in bug country 
and blowdown territory. The provision applies to any tim­
ber deemed endangered by fire, disease, insect infesta­
tion, rot and so on. As Sen. Bill Bradley, D-N.J., pointed 
out during the debate, the measure essentially covers any 
'tree still made of wood. 

Gorton's game woUld maybe keep a few timber towns 
going a little longer, boost the bottom line of forest compa­
nies, maybe even lower the price The Columbian pays for 
newsprint But what are we saVing for our grandchildren 
:to enjoy while they struggle to payoff our debts and 
:repair our damages? --'-,:,. .. ' 

',' . 

'. , ... 
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Can we agree? 
Washington's two senators are at loggerheads 

O
n the face of it, Slade Gorton and P3!tY­
Murray have nothing in common beyond a 
place in the U.S. Senate. How uncommonly 
difficult it would seem for two such oppo­

sites to find areas of agreement. 
Sen. Gorton is a veteran politician. He hails from a 

moneyed East Coast family, was raised a Midwest­
erner, educated in private colleges, gainfully employed 
as an attorney. Generally considered a moderate 
Republican, Washington's senior senator has labored 
long and hard against the modem tide of Democratic 
politics in Washington state and the nation. 

At 67, Sen. Gorton is clearly an intelligent, princi­
pled, hardworking man· of means. He presents him­
self as confidently in jogging clothes as in his well" 
suited Senate attire. 

When you consider the concept of a "ruling class" 
it brings to mind a man such as Sen. Slade Gorton, 
born and comfortably bred to run the show. 

Sen. Murray is just as obviously a middle-class, 
middle-aged .new wave politician. The WSU grad, 
former school board member and state senator from 
Shoreline campaigned for national office as the 
"Mom in tennis shoes," and more than two years now 
after she moved to the nation's capital, it's an image 
she hasn't kicked. She cultivates it, in fact. With two 
teen-agers and her husband both settled nearby, 
Murray still tries to get home for dinner - often to 
cook. She is yet determined· to put a more human 
face on the U.S. Senate rather than tum her own 
visage to stone. She's struggling upstream, of course. 
It's not .bad· enough that she is one of just eight 
women 10 the U.S. Senate; worse luck now, she is a 
Democrat in a Republican-controlled body. 

State voters have strong feelings about these two 
• senators. If tqe more conservative Repub~Fn senti-

ment holds until Murray's Senate term expires in less 
than four years, this woman will surely be gone. 
Republican. Rep. Jennifer Dunn appears to be the 
model pin-up of a U.S. senator at the moment. But 
fickle voters can't be counted on to maintain any par­
ticular philosophy four years down the road.· 

Until the last election, where Gorton overwhelmed 
black King County Councilman Ron Sim,s, the state's 
veteran senator had himself routinely fought tough 
races with down-to-the-wire results. 

In a state that found its strength in the dynamic 
duo of Democratic Sens. Henry Jackson and Warren 
Magnuson, such contradiction as Gorton and Murray 
seems somehow unnatural. 

The uncomfortable certainty of Washington poli­
tics today is that our two state· senators can generally 
be counted on to cancel out each other's votes. . But 
no where has the divide been more obvious than in 
the timber debate that engaged the Senate at the end 
of March. .. . . 

Gorton and Murray both would look out of place 
in a flannel shirt, yet the two fell upon the timber 
issue because they both agree that Northwest timber 
towns are suffering while the region and the country 
debates and litigates jobs versus the environment. 
That's about as far as they go into the woods 
together, however. . . 

Sen. Gorton introduced legislation last month to 
exempt most logging in the Northwest's federal 
forests from environmental laws and court chal­
lenges. Along with that, he wants previously 
approved timber contracts to be honored and, as an 
emergency measure, wants timber quickly salvaged 
from fire damaged areas; before summer strikes 
again. 

Gorton, Murray - qnd most of Washington - are 

tired of delays in the Option 9 agreement hammered 
out two years ago at the Clinton administration forest 
conference in Portland. 

Still, Murray did not join, but countered, the 
Gorton amendment. Her proposal favored some 
streamlining of the process, but took exception to 
putting the federal government above the law. And 
so the floor fight commenced. 

"Let's be clear about this," Murray told her fellow 
senators, "everybody dislikes Option Nine. The timber 
communities felt it waS inadequate. The environ­
mental groups felt it allowed too much harvesting." 

Murray has aligned herself closely with the presi­
dent on the issue, but she shows the strain, pain, and 
perhaps no small embarrassment, at the lack of 
movement on the Option 9 agreement. She stresses, 
however, that the issue has oilly been out of the 
courts since December. 

In any case,Option 9 is not enough relief, Gorton 
said in a conversation· in his office at the end of 
March. But "inadequate is better than nothing at all. 
I don't want a,billthat's going to be vetoed. I'd much 
rather test the waters," 

Gorton is pressing for "interim relief while we get 
to the other laws," His own revamping of the Endan­
gered Species Act will be ready later this spring and 
has been under some recent attack for concerns that 
its language came straight from special interest 
groups - as if both sides of any issue don't deal with 
lobbying groups. 

This timber talk, though, was the first time that the 
sharp edge oJ difference was so apparent on the floor 
of the Senate. When Murray stood to oppose Gor­
ton's timber legislation with her own amendment, the 
line was drawn. The flip sides of Washington politics 
chose VO teams.on the Senate carpet. 

~ 

DALE·PREBOSKI 
Assistant Editorial Page Editor 

At the end of 
that Senate dis­
play, the 
Murray amend­
ment lost 46-48, 
tabled by the 
Senate on a two-vote margin. Honestly, that was far 
better than Murray expected, and worse than Gorton 
anticipated, all things considered. . 

There's this much more to remember: Murray knew 
,she wouldn't win. Three months of a Republican-ruled 
Senate has taught her a few things. The day before the 
Senate vote, the senator said she expected about 40 
votes in her favor. Introducing environmental, safety 
and health issues in this Congress won't get you far, 
Murray concluded. Nonetheless, Murray also believed 
her amendment was the right thing to do, and she did 
it. Not particularly politically savvy, maybe, but better 
than rolling over to play dead. 

"I'm frustrated that he has made it political, 
making it a wedge issue," Murray said, off the floor, 
after making her own very political move, 

Timber advocates and lobbyists, envi(Onmental 
action groups and concerned individuals have yet to 
come to a reasonable agreement on any of this. Nor, 
obviously, have Washington's senators. Loyalties are 
clearly divided, as happens when two very different 
people are sent to Washington, D.C., to represent the 
state's interests. 

Like a marriage of opposites, Murray and Gorton 
have promised voters they'll do their duty, for better 
or worse. Residents of the state will alternately cheer 
one or the other, occasionally both. 

And on this much, perhaps, we can agree: Sens. 
Gorton and Murray are doing the job exactly as their 
supporters elected them to do it. ~ !i 

, . . .----... 
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/Gorton beats M~rray in battle over timber salvage, but just barely 
;£/oq . . 
WASin:NGTON - From the beginning, the salvage during the current and next fiscal it. to drop the sufficiency language and Going into the vote, Murray thought she surrounded by Republican senators, includ-

goal was 41 votes, enough to let the confer- years .. That was half what the House bill compress the appeals process for the sales had support from four Republicans - John ing Gorton and Larry Craig of Idaho. 
ence committee know that Sen. Slade contained. The timber industry preferied no roughly in half. Her decision to pursue the Chafee. of Rhode Island, James Jeffords of Minutes later Campbell switched his vote. 
Gorton's effort to volume target rather than a bad one and latter was in part politically motivated. As Vermont, Ben Nighthorse Campbell of "He got gang-tackled," said one Senate aide 
shield timber salvage persuaded Gorton to strip out all numbers the vote approached, Murray and her staff Colorado and William Roth of Delaware. She who was on the floor. Murray was furious 
sales from federal and then support the House position in went into overdrive to round up votes. The also thought she had a shot at Maine's two when Sen. Harry Reid (D-Nev.) broke his 
environmental laws conference. . White House was told what the senator commitment to support her . 
. and maneuver the The industry also was upset with Gorton's planned, and Vice President Gore was put on Th fi ltd tr· t d Procedurally, Gorton had moved to table 
White House and language that would insul~te from environ- standby in case he was needed to break a tie e na vo e emons a e Murray's amendment. Gorton's motion to 
Democrats into a mental laws not only the salvage sales, but vote.· Murray's legislative table won on a 48-46 vote. If Campbell hadn't 
political box could the White House's Option 9 timber plan for The first hurdle for Murray was to garner flip-flopped or if Reid had voted with his 
b~ckfire. . the Northwest. Industry officials feared that the support of Southern Democrats. The key prowess - and her new fellow Democrats the vote would have been 
.. Sen. Patty Murray Gorton's effort could be seen as tantamount was crafty Sen. J. Bennett Johnston of minority status. tied In a tie vo~ the motion is defeated. 
believed that the 41 Les to a Senate endorsement of the controversial Louisiana. Johnston, who has announced The·Senate would'have then had to vote on 
votes would represent forest plan. that he will not seek re-election next year, Murray amendment with the possibility of a 
a threat to final Blumenthal Gorton didn't back off, in part because the still wields considerable power, especially Republican senators, Olympia Snowe and 47-47 tie In that case Gore would be needed. 
passage of the Repub- politics were too tempting. "rm not validat- with his colleagues from the South. He is William Cohen, and perhaps John Warner of Th dmuustratio~ had reviously said it 
licans' recision bill. The News Tribune· ing Option 9," Gorton said. "We are just not particularly close to Murray but does Vrrginia and Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania. e ~ Gorto 's sufficie:cy language but 
~!h 41 v?~ ~ w~ul: ~~~ D.C., tryi~ to :t very greenh vet;' e~viron- not ':ike Gorto~k Murra

Go 
y ~ei that a simple Murray has been trying to develop a good ~:u;~ehave foU::d itselfin a difficult situation 

JDlpoS81 e CU 0 men a stration reac w at It says motion to stn e rton s anguage was . working relationship with Sen. Mark if Go Ii d to cast the decisive vote The 
debate when the bill are its own goals." probably not sufficient to bring Johnston on Hatfield (R-Ore.), the chainnan of the Senate Whi r~ a I ctant to lit too o· nly 
came winging back to the Senate floor from Buoyed by strong support in the House board, so she had crafted what she consid- Appropriations Committee. Hatfield was less . thtet· 0b: was ~ u d ~ e . s a ~ose 
conference. The night before the vote on. the and the muscle of the. tin.tber industry, ered a credible al.ternative. . than enthusiastic about the Gorton propos- ~ d I~ n: w~rersin~ks (D-~:ah.) who. 
floor, however, Murray·and her staffrealized Gorton was confident gOIng mto the vote. At a Democratic Caucus luncheon before al and would have preferred a more compre- en. 0 p. ~~ tf th i 
that not only were 41 votes doable, she might Murray supported the idea oflogging dead the vote, and on the floor as the vote was hensive approach to the timber issue. He was mstruthromen h .;.n ~e mg e sa vage 
actually have a chance to win outright. and dying trees in the national forests, but called, Murray pressed Johnston. Democra- langu~ge ug e o~. . 
. Murray, a Democrat, and Gorton, a Repub- felt Gorton had gone too far in protecting tic loyalty won out, and Johnston supported sat quietly in his chair during the debate. In the end, Gore wasn t neede~. Whlle 

lican. have been at odds before. They have a the salvage sales from such laws as the Murray. Almost immediately, Democratic In the end, Murray got Chafee, Jeffords, Gorton won the battle, M~ay plcked up 
working relationship that can be downright Endang~red Species Act and the National Sens. John Breaux of Louisiana and Howell Roth and Cohen. For Murray, there were some respect for almost pulling off the upset 

. chilly. But never before had they clashed so Forest Management Act. Gorton had insert- Heflin of Alabama voted to support Murray. two turning points. When Campbell first ~It was closer ~h~ I expected," Gorton 
openly on the floor. As chairman of the ed what is known as sufficiency language While several other Southern senators took· strode onto the floor to vote, he supported saId. A Democratic rude responded, "It was 
~nate interior appropriations committee, into the bill, language that would declare more work, including Sam Nunn of Georgia, Murray. Even though he had recently frustrating. It shows we are in the minority." 
It was easy for Gorton to insert his language all salvage sales prepared u.n.der his provi- Robert Byrd of West Virginia and surpris- switched parties to become a Republican, 
into the $13 billion recisions bill. sion sufficient to meet environmental laws. ingly Dale Bumpers of Arkansas, they Campbell had indicated he would vote with 

Gorton's initial pro·posal called for the Murray had two choices - either seek to eventually gave Murray the solid South she Murray. 
Forest Service to sell 1.5 billion board feet of strip the Gorton language entirely, or amend needed in order to have a chance. But after Campbell voted. he Wile:: 

Les Blumenthal covers matters ofinteres~ /' 
to Washington state and the Northwest i~ 
Wnc-h;ntT/,," n rw 



conversion." 
As for the political implications of Bliley's speech, the 

source said, "He's not being critical of Dole. Now understand he's 
Gramm's Virginia coordinator and he doesn't want this to be confused 
with presidential politicking because it's completely divorced from 
that. As a matter of fact, some of, Gramm's biggest supporters are 
the ones hammering this thing and calling it a $70 billion giveaway. 
What he is suggesting is that Dole may want to more carefully look 
at the issue." 

o Administration still hoping for "fix" on timber harvest issue in 
Northwest. The Clinton Administration is attempting to engage 
members of the Washington and Oregon congressional delegations in a 
"fix" of the salvage logging rider to the Rescissions Act of 1995. 
The Administration has argued that the legislation, which the 
President signed last summer, was never intended to allow harvests 
of substantial volumes of timber that were not affected by fire 
damage and disease. However, a series of court orders by Federal 
judge Michael Hogan -- most recently on January 10th -- has required 
the government to sell off all Federal timber sales in Oregon and 
Washington that were offered since 1990 but halted for environmental 
reasons. 

A White House source said, "There's been some interest 
expressed that Pacific Northwest members may be amenable to a fix. 
The question is what that fix would be. They are looking at a very 
narrow fix. We may be looking at a broader fix." The source added, 
"We're not proposing to do anything with the salvage side. [Rep. 
Elizabeth] Furse would repeal the entire timber rider, but right now 
we're not proposing to do that. A second part is what's known as 
the [Section] 318 sales. Those are old growth sales. Not by 
anybody's stretch of the imagination are they salvage. The 
third part of the rider also forbids us from amending the 
President's forest plan. So we want to get rid of that so that we 
can take in account the changes from the timber rider." Said the 
official: "In terms of the old growth sales we're talking about 
language that goes back to what we thought the original intent of 
the bill was which was to release a particular group of sales that 
had been held up ... and to clarify the science on marbled murrelet 
nesting areas and to give us a greater tool box of administrative 
mechanisms to deal with sales we've already released or sales we 
don't want to release ... through modification or exchange. Right now 
we are obligated to release them according to the original terms." 

An obstacle to reaching a compromise on this issue, according 
to Republican congressional sources, is the amount of contract 
liability the Federal Government would have if the timber sales were 
not allowed to go forward. According to a 1994 Forest Service memo 
that was sent by Gray Reynolds, Deputy Chief, National Forest 
Systems to Assistant Secretary of Agriculture James Lyons, "An 
estimated $110 million is projected to be needed in FY 1995 to 
compensate timber sale contract holders for contracts requiring 
cancellation for environmental reasons." The memo further states, 
"An additional $200 million may potentially be needed in FY 1996." 
A Senate Republican source noted, "On the one side of the scale you 



.~ 

are talking about the open ended assumption of liability starting at 
$300 million and going up from there with nobody being able to 
explain how we are going to find money to be able to pay for it. 
But on the other side of the scale you are talking about 
environmental destruction to 6,000 acres out of a 24 million acre 
system. Certainly there must be a way to readjust, to accommodate 
the impacts of 6,000 acres." But the White House source said the 
amount of government liability and the amount of acreage losses are 
moving targets, with estimates of the liability ranging anywhere 
from $34 million [Congressional Research Service] to $300 million 
[industry estimates], and with the acreage losses going up with the 
new judicial orders. 

o Former Rep. Barbara Jordan dies. Former Democratic Rep. Barbara 
Jordan died today at the age of 59. 

o Political notes: Buchanan announces Alaska organization. As GOP 
presidential candidate Pat Buchanan prepares to visit Alaska this 
weekend, his campaign has announced former Rep. Jerry Ward will 
chair Buchanan's operation in that state. A group of about 20 
grassroots activists have also signed on to help run Buchanan's 
Alaska campaign. ### Presidential candidates' schedules. Phil 
Gramm delivers a speech at the Cato Institute. Pat Buchanan holds 
a press conference in Alexandria, LA; participates in a luncheon in 
Ruston; and hosts a reception in Monroe. Lamar Alexander meets with 
employees of Principal Financial Group and students of Valley High 
School in Des Moines, IA; and then holds a press conference and 
attends a forum in Council Bluffs. Morry Taylor meets with 
employees of Meyer Wrecker & Parts in Clear Lake, IA: and then 
attends a reception in Northwood. Dick Lugar delivers remarks at 
Iowa State University in Ames, lA. Bill Clinton attends a funeral 
for Ambassador Larry Lawrence at Arlington Cemetery; and meets with 
Republican budget negotiators at the White House. 

POLLWATCH: 

According to a CNN/USA Today/Gallup poll of 1,039 adults conducted January 
12-15: 

46% "approve of the way Bill Clinton is handling his job as 
president;" 47% disapprove. 

Budget battle 
45% think President Clinton "has acted more responsibly in the 
negotiations over the budget," while 38% think Repblicans have acted 
more responsibly. 
49% "approve of the way Bill Clinton has handled the budget 
negotiations;" 49% disapprove. 
45% "approve of the way Bob Dole has handled the budget 
negotiations;" 45% disapprove. 
29% "approve of the way Newt Gingrich has handled the budget 
negotiations;" 61% disapprove. 
When it comes to "plans to balance the Federal budget in seven 
years," 43% say they prefer "the one proposed by Bill Clinton" and 
41% say they prefer "the one proposed by the Republicans in 
Congress." 



Clinton's timber truce cracks, reigniting battle in 
Pacific Northwest By Hugh' Dellios Chicago 
Tribune 

SALEM, Ore. The commotion at the federal office building 
here last week was remarkable mostly for how absent such 
. scenes have been in and around the Pacific Northwest's forests 
as of late. 

Inside, a room full of flannel-shirted loggers had 
snuck in to bid for the right to chop down prime timber. 
Outside, dozens of rain-soaked environmentalists danced 
and chanted and blockaded the road. Between them a swarm 
of pistol-toting police scowled and readied to haul the 
protestors off. 

"No laws! No logging!" the protestors' soggy sigus 
screamed. 

So .!!luch for the calm and decorum that President 
Clinton's presence brought to the Northwest's long battle 
over trees. -

Two years after a daylong forest conference jn which 
the president promised anew model for resolving 
env~onmen~l conflicts, the timber wars are raging once 

. a~eaturing demands that federal officials be jailed, 
SIt-IDS m treetops and tob many lawsuits to count. 

The collapse of the tiniber truce,the product of a new 
Congress and an old resistance to compromise, is a setback 
for Clinton in a region important to his re-election hopes 
next year. But the president is getting some of the blame 

, himself, given his recent sIgnature on a "salvage . 
logging" bill that opened up swaths of protected forest 
·to buzz saws. 

, "We had reached a point where there were not going to 
,be many more battles," said Kristen Boyles, an attorney , 
for the Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund in Seattle. "But 
th!s has drastically changed the balance in: the Clint9n 
forest plan. We're back to where w: '" 

ou neither loggers nor environmentalists have been 
happy, a relative solitude has ruled the Northwest's 
forests over the last two years as' the Clinton 
administration worked to impleme~t the forest plan that 
grew out of its 1993 summit meeting. 

The plan was approved last year by U.S. District Court 
Judge William Dwyer, who in 1991 had virtually shut down 
logging operations in the region's 24 million acres of 
federal forests after determining that a decade of 
extensive logging threatened the Spotted owl' and other 
wildlife. ' 

Under the new plap., the officials' goal is to set aside 
80 percent of the region's remaining" old growth" trees' 
and place 'protective corridors around salmon streams. At 
the same time, they seek to deliver 1.2 bffiion board-feet 
of timber to area mills each year, down frOIp a yearly 8 
billion board~feet in the 1 980s .. 

But with Republicans now in control of Congress, 
dissatisfied timber company executives, persuaded lawmakers 
to pass a ".salvage logging" bill earlier this year aimed 
at increasing .the ,flow of lumber. ' :0 

The measure was billed as a means to allow the salvage 
ofbumed and rotten timber that made forests more 
'susceptible to wildfire and disease. But it also included 
. a paragraph that would lift environmental protections on 
healthy, centuries-old trees so they could be harvested 
witbout court challenges. . 

As they have. done with other environmental measures, 
Republicans tucked the logging legislation into' a 
congressional budget bill that also included funding 
relief for the victims of the Oklahoma City terrorist 
bombirig arid the 1994 California earthquake. 

Clinton at first vetoed the budget bill, citing the 
logging provision as a giveaway to industiy. But he later 
signed it after changes were made that he deemed adequate. 

. Within days, however, federal forest officials .were 
regretting the signature after industry officials went to 
coUrt and received a ruling from U.S. District Court Iudge 
Michael Hogan that the one-paragraph provision applied to 
more ttmber than originally thought. . . 

Federal officials now believe it could force the 
c,utting of enou timber to build 60 000 avera eho 
muc of which would have been rotected n 
plan. some cases, the trees will fall under -

controversial, ' 'clear-cutting" practices that were 
eliminated under the new plan. 

When U.S. Forest Service officials balked at approving 
the increased logging, industry officials asked Hogan to 
arrest two high-ranking federal officials. The 
a~stration is now exploring ways to perSuade' Congress 
to go back and amend the new legislation. 

(EDITORS: STORY CAN TRIM HERE) 
','We do not believe that this extreme expansion of 

. ancient timber sales was authorized by the,(salvage 
bill)," Clinton said after the Judge's ruling. "The ' 
decision forces the release of timber that may lead to 
grave environmental injury to chinook salmon and other 
wildlife, and damage our rivers and streams." 
, Shut out of"the courtroom, environmentalists lulve gone 
back to the forests and streets to denounce what they call 
"logging without laws." They have dug trenches across 
forest roads and staged sit-ins atop trees. Thirty 
protestors were ~ested trying to' disrupt a job site in 
southern Oregon. 

Many of them say they feel betrayed by the Clinton , 
administration, even as they criticize the president for . 

. hemg outsmarted by Congress. 
"There's certainly no middle ground anymore. Industry 

is now. getting everything they want," said Mark Hubbard, 
conservation director for the Or~on Natural Resources 
Co~ "The president needs to push for the repealOf 
the (law) or he'll see the years of work put mto the 
forest plan go ~own the drain as he is commg up for 
re-election." " 

Chris ~est, vice president of the Northwest Forestry 
Assoc~ation, said the new,law was intended to keep loggers 
and millworkers in business' while the Clinton 
administration struggles, to meet the tiinber harvest goals 
in its plan. So far it has come up short. . 

Much of the timber in question was purchased five years 
ago b~t, until the new law passed, was being held up by , 
the Clmton plan and lawsuits seeking to protect an 
endangered seabird called a marbled murre let, which nests 
in large trees that are most valuable to loggers. 

(EDITORS: STORY CAN TRIM HERE) 
"It was an opportunity to get some wood flowing," .' 

~est sa~d .. "For them to cry foul as if somehow they were 
tncked IS Just pure politics. It's obvious the president . 

. is more concerned with the environmental vote than . 
fulfilling past promises." 

Politically, the renewed fighting is an unexpected 
headache for the president. Carrying the vote in Oregon . 
and Washington helped Clinton win in 1992 and lots of 
votes next year will depend on his perceived progr~ 
solvmg the forest wars; , 

Tom Tuchmann, director of the U.S. Office of Forestry . 
~dEconomic Development in Portland, said the president's 
timber plan was crafted flexibly enough that it could 
still meet its. goals despite the new law. Whether the 
adiIUnistration still has the patience and cooperation of 
Northwest residents, he said, was a different question. 

"This region was shut down three years ago, and we 
moved it along," Tuchmann said. "While there are people 
o~t. there now suing and protesting, there are still people 
slttmg down and working out their differences. Time is 
going to tell on that one." 

XXX 

Federal proposal seeks 'religious equality,' would 
redefine 1st Amendment By Janan Hanna 
Chicago Tribune 
. CHICAGO Michael McConnell was a young lawyer at the 
Justice Department when the U.S. Supreme Court outlawed a 
government-funded educational program because it aided 
parochial school children. ' 

. The justices ruled that the program was unconstitutional 
because it violated the separation of church and state. 

To' McConnell, now a constitutional scholar at the 
University of Chicago Law, School, the ruling amounted to 
discrimipation against people with closely held religious 
beliefs.' It was OK for public school students to get the 



aid, but not private ones. 
That was in the early 1980s, and since then, McConnell 

has devoted much of his career to reversing what he says 
has become such a chasm between church and state that it 
amounts to religious discrimination. 

Today, he has some congressio~l allies in his effortS. 
,McConnell helped draft a proposed constitutional 

amendment that would let the government fund religious 
organizations. Introduced by Rep. Henry Hyde, R-lll., the 
proposed' 'religious equality" amendment would redefme a 
200-year-old constitutional provision and wipe out a litany 
of court rulings that have built walls around government 
and religion. 

Though passage is unlikely amending the Constitution , 
is formidable, to say the least the proposal will give 
ljIyde and his supporters a chance to square off With 
secularists on a topic that has sparked national debate. 

For example, late last month the Supreme Court refused 
to hear a case from Tennessee in which a high school 
student was barred from writing a research paper on the 
life of Jesus. Her teacher rejected the paper, saying the 

, assigtunent required snidents to pick a subj~ct about which 
they had no strong opinions. The girl's lawyers said the 
teacher's decision represented bias. 

"The principal function of this proposal is to. draw 
attention to the problem of discrimina~on against 
religion and influence the course of jurisprudence," 
McConnell said. 

Opponents of the Hyde proposal ~y the measure would 
improperly merge chUrch and state by allowing government 
funding for religious missions, including parochial 
schools, religiously affiliated organizations and student 
groups. 

"Religious schools have importan.t missions, but 
they're not ones that should be funded by the government 
and paid for by tax dollars," said Michael Sandberg, 
Midwest civil rights director for the Anti-Defamation 
League in Chicago. 
. At issue is a mere 16 words in the First Amendment of 

the' Constitution, known as the Establishment Clause: 
, . Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting the free. exercise thereof 

(EDITORS: NEXT 3 GRAFS OPTIONAL TRIM) 
Under the historical interpretation of the clause, a 

Wauconda, Ill. school district barred students from 
handing out religious leaflets in . 
a decision that was upheld by U.S. Court of Appeals in 
Chicago. The U.S. Supreme Court earlier ~s month refused 
to hear the case, letting the district's decision stand. 

A professor at a public university was barred from 
talking to students about his religious beliefs, and ' 
another professor was ordered to remove a Bible from his 
desk. 

In Wisconsin, a state school voucher program that would 
give poor children th~ right to attend parochial schools 
has been challenged by the American Ciyil Liberties Union 
as a violation of church-state separation. The case is 
pending. ' 

(END OPTIONAL TRIM) 
"Religion is being crowded out," McConnell said. 
He added that, far from wanting special conditions for 

religious individuals and institutions,. he is seeking 
, neutrality and equality. 

, 'Equal access is the proper principle across the 
board," he said. "We shouldn't have one set of 
constitutional rules for one public benefit and a , 
different set for another." , 

Under Hyde's proposed amendment, religiously affiliated 
organizations that perform a public service would be able 
to receive government funding if similar secular gr9ups 
did. School voucher programs could be used for public and 
private schools. 

The proposed amendment says, "Neither the United 
States nor any state shall deny benefits to or otherwise 
discriminate against any, private perSon or group on 
account of religious expression, belief or identity~ nor 
shall the prohibition on laws respecting an establishment 
of religion be construed to require such,di,scriminatio,n." 

(EDITORS: STORY CAN TRIM HERE) 
Douglas Laycock, a professor at the University of Texas 

Law School, testified before a congressional subcommittee \ 
on the proposed amendment before it was introduced. 
Laycock, a constitutional scholar, cautioned congressional 
leaders not to pass a "school prayer" amendment in 
disguise. 

"When the government sponsors religion, ,it oppresses 
. religious minorities and dilutes the' content of the 
religion of the majority," he said. "Our co~tutional 
tradition has rightly rejected such sponsorship. The 
committee should reject such sponsorship today, even under 
the appalling name of 'religious equality.'" 

U.S. to avoid arming the Bosnian Muslims 
directly By Terry Atlas Chicago Tribune 

WASHINGTON In signing the U.S.-brokered peace treaty 
this week, Bosnian President Alija Izetbegovic will open the 
way for his outgunned military forces to obtain weapons they 
were denied throughout the war. 

The Clinton administration is promising to help narrow 
the gap between the Muslim-led government army and thc 
better-armed Bosnian Serbs, who used an 8-to-l edge in . 
tanks and 4-to~1 advantage ~ artillery to take control of 
half of Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

Defense Secretary William Perry, citing the lopsided 
military imbalance as one cause of the war, told Congress 
that '-'we do not want to leave Bosnia a year from now with 
that kind of instability left behind." . 

The dilemma is how to have American peacekeeping troops 
perceived as evenhanded by. the Bosnian Serbs even as 
Washington is publicly arming their erstwhile enemy, the, 
Bosnian Muslims. There are potential perils for the U.S. 
troops in Bosnia; they could face Serb reprisals as well as ' 
political perils for the president who sent them there. 

Already, a Pentagon assessment team has Peen to Bosnia 
and will give Perry its preliminary report this week. 
However administration officials have had second.thoughts , , 

about directly arming the Bosnians, and so neither 
American peacekeepers in Bosnia nor other troops associated 
with NATO's Implementation Force will be involved, ' 

On Capitol Hill, Perry said the administration instead 
would organize a separate international effort to "equip 

. B . C "-and tram" osman government 10rces. , 
The administration decided to. turn to sympathetic third 

countries, such as Turkey or Saudi Arabia, after strong 
objections from the Joint Chiefs of Staff, which w~ed 
that a more direct role would risk Serb reprisals against 
Ainerican peacekeepers. 

Senior administration officials said the United States 
could direct the rearming, and perhaps even indirectly 
provide sUrplus weapons, while still being seen as 
eve~ded in peacekeeping operations. 

"We will coordinate this,but they will not see 
, Americans doing this (providing arms), and I think that 
does make a practical difference on the ground," said' 
President Clinton's National Security Adviser Anthony 
Lake. ' 

Both Secretary of State Warren Christopher and Perry 
gave Bosnian government officials a verbal "equip and 
train" commitment during the Dayton, Ohio peace 
negotiations, which was critical in persuading the 
Bosnians,to accept the treaty. 

However, according to Richard Perle, an informal 
adviser to the Bosnian :government and a senior Pentagon 
official in the Reagan administration, the Clinton 
administration was unwilling to. provide a writte:g. 
commitment and now seems to be backsliding by expecting 
others to take on those tasks. 

"I don't have much confidence that the president of 
the United States will keep this commitment," Perle said. 

In Congress, there is strong bipartisan support for 
helping to arm the Bosnians regardless of points of view 
about deploying American peacekeepers. 

(EDITORS: NEXT 2 GRAFS OPTIONAL TRIM) 
Th~ Senate resolution supporting the deployment, being 

drafted by Majority Leader Bob Dole, R-Kan., and John 
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Victims of Family Values 
By Richard Rhodes 

_ . MADISON. Conn. 

T
'he . social welfare 

system· failed ·ElIsa 
Izquierdo, dead at age 
6, not only because It 

, Is overburdened and 
cynically underfi­

nanced. It failed Elisa and falls 
many other abused and Indigent chil­
dren nationwide by romanticizing 
family values. 

A family-centered view of child 
welfare - .a view that assumes 'that 
the child's best Interests and her 
family's bEst Interests. are Identical 

Richard R1:odes and his wife, Ginger 
. Rhodes, are editing a collection of 
. narratives by survivors of child 
abus.e. . 

- Is dogma In social welfare circles. 
This should not be surprising: family 
Is our most enduring romance. 

I learned a more realistic view of 
family as a child. A stepmother beat,' 
starved and tortured my brother 
Stanley and me for two and a half 
years while our father, happy to be 
married after a long widowerhood, 
passively acquiesced. Only after 
Stanley, a brave 13-year-old, went to 
the police were we removed to the 
safety and relative beneficence of a 
private home for boys,:. the Andrew 
Drumm Institute; In Independence, 
Mo: 

In 1949, Drumm was thriving, with 
up to 40 boys's,t a time In residence. I 
lived there for six .heallng years. 
Later, after I won a scholarship tli 
Yale and met my prep school class- . 
mates, I realized that Instltlitlons 
like Drumm were essentially board­
Ing schools for Indigent children. 

There used to be many such schools. 
Today, they're closing their doors or 

. struggling to redefine their missions. 
Despite a severe Shortage of foster 

homes, .Drumm has to fight to per­
suade social welfare agencies to 
place qualified children there. (It 
cannot take severely psychologically 
damaged children because It does 
not have suitable services for them.) 
Today, only a half-dozen boys are In 
residence on the 300·acre campus, 
most of them placed there by family 
court judges. 

Drumm would gladly take more 
and keep them until they finished 
highschOOl. But by limiting the fi­
nancing available for puttlrig kids In 
Drumm and comparable' homes, 
agencies force them back to their 
families or lrito short-term· foster 
care. As a Drumm trustee, I see that 
the wall of resistance against which 
the executive director Clontlnually 
butts his head Is the family service 
system's dogmatic belief that family 
Is best and that Institutions by defini­
tion are places of last resort. 

It costs Drumm about $25,000 a 
year to give a child Ii good home. 

When we ask Midwestern founda-' Defending and supporting a child \ 
tlons for support so that we can do may well keep a family together :.... 
more - to house girls, for example but doing so should not be the bottom 
- their officers often laugh. We're line. . . 
too expensive, they say, and, besides,' Serious abuse Is seldom amblgu- . 
no one believes In Institutions any· ous and serious abusers aren't mere· 
more. I ask these officers If they send Iy normal parents who have fallen on 
their kids to boarding schools (and hard times. They are criminals 
point out that It costs $25,000 or more· knowingly engaged In criminal be· 
yearly to suppOrt a felon In prison). havlor, which Is why they typh;:ally 
There are fads In foundations as In bllime the child and hide the brutal 
any other kind of work. results. Giving them the benefit of 

I cite my personal experience of the doubt, letting them off with warn· 
child abuse and recovery and my Ings, propping thetn up with social 
experience on the board of a bel ea· services In the name of family values 
guered Institution to challenge the Itells them they can escape responsi­
reigning dogma that family. Is al- bllIty for their crimes. Violent people 
ways better. . I take suoh acquiescence for approval, 
. Children. suffer, cruelly and unnec· and escalate the abuse. 
essarlly, because of such dogma. Every child Is a new beginning. 
They are abused because they're wi- One bright new beginning, Elisa, 
net-able. They're vulnerable prlmarl- . found an early and terrible end. Her 
Iy because under the law they have mother Is accused of killing her, but 
limited and diminished rights. If you the dogmatism of family values cer­
hit an 'adult, It's assault. If you' hit a talnly contributed to her death. She 
child, It may be abuse or diSCipline. should have been removed from her 
Most of us hesitate to "Interfere," home much earlier. Drumm would 
even when a child Is assaulted openly have welcomed her. 0 
In a supermarket or a shopping mall, 
so long as the assaulter appears to be -------------­
a parent.· The' screams coming 
through the walls paralyze us: 
tlfey're a family. matter. 

~ 
~ 
ttl 
~ 

cl 
~ 
):: 

"i ..... ::: 
ttl 
JIl 
'l.I 
~ ..... 
~ 
.:-<: 
til 
~ 
~ 
IXI' 
ttl 
~! 
.!-
, ... 
\'0 
,'0 .... 

;:: 
,:;: 



THB NBW YORK TIMBS, FRIDAY,-DBCBMBBR 1, 1~9.S 

The Last'Stand 
By George Brown 

and Pete Stark 

WASHINGTON 

A
erica,s only significant 

privately held stand 
of ancient redwoods 
might soon be de­
stroyed by a failed 
Texas savings-and­

loan owner. Only President Clinton 
can save it. 

For more than a century, the fam­
ily-operated Pacific Lumber Compa­
ny, which owned the forest in Hum­
boldt County, Calif., was a model 
corporation. Its conservative logging , 
practices left its nearly 200,000 acres 
of forests healthy long after other 
companies' trees had been "liquidat­
ed." It was especially protective of 
Headwaters Forest, the 45,000-acre 
area that includes the ancient red­
wood grove. 
. But in 1986, a Houston financier" 
Charles Hurwitz, orchestrated a 
takeover of the company using junk 
bonds. Soon after that, Mr. Hurwitz's 
United Savings A~ociation of Texas 
failed, costing taxpayers $1.6 billion 
- the sixth largest savings-and-loan 
collapse·in American history. 

What happened next was widely 
condemned as a national scandal, 
but one that the public was powerless 

George Brown and Pete Stark are 
Democratic Representatives from 
Ctdifornia. 

Only Cliriton can 
save a priceless 
redwood grove. 

to do much about. To pay his debts, 
Mr. Hurwitz tripled the rate of red­
wood logging ih Headwaters,concen­
trating on the profitable Old-growth 
trees. He has clear-cut more than 
40,000 acres of redwood and Douglas 
fir. By logging so feverishly he has 
nearly exhausted the forest's re­
sources. Pacific Lumber has only 

, 5,500 acres of virgin redwood and ' 
5,000 acres of virgin Douglas fir left. 

Several court decisions have kept 
Mr. ,Hurwitz fro~ doing more dam­
age. And yesterday a California FOr­
estry Department p~nel recom­
mended that Pacific Lumber not be 
allowed to build a road into the pris­
tine 4,400-acre grove in the forest 
that is home to most of the ancient 
redwoods, because the road might 
threaten nesting sites of an endan­
gered seabird, the marbled murre­
let. Still, this is just a temporary 
victory. So long as the land is in 
private hands the trees remain in 
danger. . 

If the courts and state government 
can't 'permanently stop ~r. Hurwitz, 
perhaps the White' House can. The, 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corpora-

tion has filed suit against Mr. Hur­
witz for his role in the failure of his 
S.& L. If successful, the F.D.I.C. 
could force him "to pay back $250 
million of the $1.6 billion he owes 
taxpayers. This gives Washington 
leverage' to save the trees through a 
debt-for-nature swap. 

Under such an arrangement, the 
Government would acquire the' 
Headwaters Forest in exchange for 
relieving all or part of Mr. Hurwitz's 
debts. This is Similar to what has 
been done in Brazil and other coun­
tries to protect rain forests. The 
F.D.I.C. has said it ,WOUld be willing 
to explore a settlement. Not only 
could this save one of nature's great­
est treasures, but it may also be the 
only way for taxpayers to recover 
losses on the Houston savings and 
loan. . 

Because a swap would involve the 
F.D.l.C., the Interior Department 
and other executive branch agencies, 
only the White House could coordi­
nate it. '(Because such a deal would 
involve no Federal appropriations, 
Congress has no power to organize a 
swap.) This is a win-win deal for the 
White House. It gives Mr. Clinton a 
chance to initiate the sort of creative 
and fair government he talked about 
duril')g the 1992 campaign. 

Old-growth redwoods once cov­
ered more than two million acres of 
California. Today only 4 percent of 

. the ancient trees remain. We can't 
allow this important part of our Cali­
fornia and national heritage to be 
lost., . 0 
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Clear-Cuffing Ret~rns, 
otives Are Questioized. 

Clinton Draws Disfavor of Consn-vationists 
By TIMOTHY EGAN 

PORTLAND, Ore., nec. 1 - I,.Qg­
gers have returned to the old-growth 
forests of the Pacific Northwest this 
fall, bulldozing roads Into pristine 
areas and leveling 200-year-old trees 
in a manner That was illegal until 
four months ago. 

The leveling, or clear-cutting, will 
damage. rivers and streams, set back 
a $1.2 billion Federal program to 
restore overcut national forests and 
coUld eradicate some runs of Chi­
nook salmon, President-Clinton has 

"Most of Congress, th~ President 
and the American people were 
duped,"sal4 Patti Goldman, an at­
torney With the Sierra Club Legal 
Defense Fund. "A few watChful tim­
ber industry advocates knew exactly 
what they were doing when they 
wrote this rider into the law. This Is 
political payback to the industry." 

s~. . .' on JUJy W' ~ey have been~ou~. 
~ut, whether by bad fortune or "Them r industry bout Con-

desl~, the President now find,s ~~Ol-' . gress and in essence got them to 
self 10 the position' of critlclzmg I remove all citizens' rights, barring 
somethIng he helped to create. The them from ·the courthouse door," 
act· he tecertUy attaCked for Its po- ,'sald Tim Hermach of the Native 
tentlal ~ c.ause "grave environmen-j Forest Council in Oregon~ "To be 
ta~amage" is one h~ SifNtrv into I~w kind, you can say President CffiiiOn 
las summer,.ifter mltl y vetomg al to along with them To 
it. It has turned out MT. Clinton said, , was n ve go .. 
to be far more damaging than he'or ' be less than k1rid, you 5an say It was 
many members of-Congress antlcl- stupidity or a cave-in. . 

. pated. . ' To Crlhcs 10 bOth parties, the tv.:1s~ 

THE NEW YORK TIMES, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5,1995 

Thegr!!en light to cut big swaths of of events ,shows the danger of usmg 
centuries:(jld.trees came about be- obscure Side-amendments to change 
cause of a Co .. ressional rider to a some of the nation's basic environ­
popular budget-reduction 111 that mental laws. Republic~s in Con­
suspends all environmenti! Jaws in gress have attached nders to the 
some are 0 na ona 're budget reconciliation that would Clinton is being disingenuous in his . 
Was Ington and Ore on ro the open the Arctic NationB! Wildife Ref- recent statements about the intent of 
en 0 next vear. i' uge to oil'drilling and mcrease log- i the~r.· . . . . , 

The rider was prom~d by West- glng elsewhere. l "The environmentalists for the 
em Republicans, like ~atQr S,ade. , The logging rider was attached j first time are not getting their way," 
Gorton of Washingtonjas a way to • this summer toa bill that cut 1995, sakl.Chris West, spokesman for th~ 
cut fire-scarred or blJl-inlested sal- spending by $~6 billion and that in- j ~orthwest ,Forestry ASSOCiation, 
vage timber and JfOmote forest cluded money Mr. Clinton had ur- 1 which rep~ents,tiinber companies. '. 
health. :! gently sought for relief of disasters :1 "They arebeatlng up on thePresi. . 

But a single par~h in the rid~r like the Oklahoma City bombing and '1' , ':'.' . ..., ' . 

had nothing to· dcp. with damaged the CaUfoJnla earthquakes. . ' ,¥' • 

trees, It o~ected ~government to Since then, the price of wood has . 
!iff all en ronme~l aws iii a few , decIfned due to a slump In f!le hous- The PreSident now 
areas so that sorr¢ old-growth tiro: : ing market, and the timber mdust9' .' , .' 
ber could be cut. !j has not sho~ as much interest 10 I criticizes what he 

The timber indistry, which, alo~ . cutting salvage timber. The Forest 
with other deve~pment interests in SelViCe has offered thousands of hilnself did. .' 
th~ West. h~ s'f0ngly opposed, Mr. acres but have not gotten a slmde 
Clll~ton as bemg; too sympatheuc to offer in the last three months. 
envlronmentali~, asked Congr~s The reat action is with the healthy, 
for a suspensi?JI of the.l~ws, saYing valuable stands of old-growth forest 
t~ey were .beitlg used. 10 couI'f: to that,had been proteCted both by the 

,virtually shut~wtl~~mg--,n naUon- I PresrcIent's 1993 forest plan and by 
al forests. After Republicans took ' .. litigation, which has kept them off­
control of cpngress this year, they ~_',' limits to lOgging for the last fi~e 
approved ~ rider. y~ese stands are home to en-

Mr. Clinton initially vetoed the., dangered fish and birds, and In some 
budget bU,.. saying the rider "~ould '1' case hold most of the water for entire 

, basically:direct us to make timber river systems. 
sales to large companies subsidized Now that they are exempt from 
by the/ taxpayers." After some ~nvironmental laws, ilicludmg stat­
changes were made - chang~s that ; utes that protect clean water,timber 
the President sald would p~ovlde ad- : companies are ti'Ying to get as much 
equate protection - he Signed the of thiS wOOd as they can during the 
bill with an amended rider. , period when they do not have 10 

A day iater. the timber industry , comply with the law. ' 
went to court, arguing that the CI'\1- The Clinton Administration had 
cial paragraph in the rider permitted sald the rider applied only to a few 
unregulated logging of forest iands select areas of some nationat forest, 
thfiiugtiout the PacifiC Northwest' according to lim Lyons, assistant 
that were long thought to have been Agnculture Secretary for forestry. 
protected. A Federal court In Oregon But Federal Judge Michael Hogan 

, has agreed. of Oregon, who Is heanng the suit by 
Now, even as Mr. Clinton b:S~~ . die umber indu!ltry, agreed with the 

braced environm~nta1 yal~e~ a logging companies' interpretation. 
rallying cry for his re-election. cam- He ordered the Forest, Servi,e and 
palgn - "t will, not co~promlse on other agenCIes to offer for sale old 
t1ieenvironment," . - he declared growth timber in areas of all nation­
last week -;- env.!r0nmentalists say, al forests in Oregon and Washington. 
the President has alrea~ betrayed The Admmlstration has appealed, 
them. Although the Adtmmstratlon but an appeals court has refused to 

, sii§1t was misled a~ut the ride~'s grant an Injunction. 
intent, envlronmentahsts say the m-Skafter five years of relative 
tent was clear apd by signing the bill, peace, the timber, wars have re­
the President lisMa me very thing I turned to: Northwest. With POl-
he now criticizes. testers b10 ng logging roads, and 

interest groups pomting fingers . 

. r-- ---_ ........................................ _ . 

dent, so his recent statements are 
just a way to show the~ that he's . 
green." 

Mr. West sald the old-grQwth log­
gin~S "a drop in the bUcket" com­
par to years ago, and he saId it wl\l 
not Significantly harm the enViron­
ment When asked whether loggers 
wOiilO comply With requests by Fed­
eral biologistS that they try not to 
harm' some streams with endan­
gered silmon and trout runs, Mr. 
West sild, "that's a call left up to Die 
indiVidual companies." 

He said F ederat environmental 
laws had been used to shut down 
virtually an loggmg iri the remiilriing 
old-growth areas on public land and 
until the laws are Changed, the iridus­
try is likely to need protection from 
lawsuits. 

r:oggmg company owners, after 
years of losing court battles to envr­
ronmentallsts, are happy to finally' 

'have some Federal timber back in 
the. mllls. The owners of HUll-Oaks 
Lumber in Monroe, Ore., say ·the new 
timber will allow them to keep their 
'small mill - which depends almost 
exclusively on old growth - running 
for another five months. 

Throughout the Northwest, much 
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; Union Capitulation Shows Strike Is Now Dul1Sword 
, By PETER T. KILBORN 
: WASHINGTQN, Dec. 4 _ Eighteen -, So wO~kers instead lay _lo~and. chines and models oIparts. ,- --'-­
; months after beginning one of the take their lu:mps In ~ erosIOn of , But these days, he said, much of 
'biggest and longest strikes of the wages, benefits and union preroga- human skill required of tool-and-die 
1990's, Caterpillar Inc. workers will tives',The Federal Mediation and making has been replaced by com­
soon be back making the company's ConCiliation Service says that work puter-controlled mac;hines. "All they 

giant yellow earth mov- stoppages - strikes, mo~tly" and need is a technician, not a skilled 
News ers. By their own admis- lockouts - declined to 385 In the 12 'tool-and-die guy," he said. 

slon, they gained nothing month's that ended on Sept. 30, from a So the strike, he said, "was kind of 
Analysis by their walkout and,.in- record of 3,111 in 1977. 'irrelevant." Caterpillar's production 

deed, still face losmg Caterp1llar worker~, said Mr. Solo- rolled along. Sales rose during the 
valued rights and benefits. mon, of Local 751, will be returI}lng strike. Profits rose. And the stock 

Over the weekend, about 80 per- to the plant under the terms of. a rose. "From Wall Street's perspec-
cent of the 8,700 strikers voted to management, contract offer that, l' .. h 'd "th' 11 d 
reject Caterp1llar's last offer. But among other things, eviscerates Ive,.. e sal, ey ve rea y one· 
their union, the United Automobile union prerogatives, like grievances well.. ., 
Workers, still a tlch and muscular procedures, freezes wages exceptfoi" ,MI> Fe~ll1e, of the University of_ 
giant within the depleted American increases to keep pace with inflation, IllinOiS, sood: "There's no evlden,ce 
labor movement, ordered them back. denies amnesty to 150 strikers who I've seen that products suffered any·· 
The union had spent $30 million, all were fired for hostile behavior and drop in quality. I never heard any 
for naught, defending them. Caterpll- gives management. more flexibility news reports from customers say-
lar never flinched. in scheduling workers' ltours. ing, 'You're sending me junk.' The 

Today, the company said it would William Gould, chairman of the strike was obviously not putting eco-
_ take the workers back in its own National Labor Relations Board, nomic pressure on the company. The 
good time. A caterpillar vice presi- which enforces the labor laws, de- pressure was on the union and the 
dent, Wayne Zimmerman, said in a clined to discuss the Caterpillar workers." 
statement that manageJIlent had re-strike because the board had yet to There's a worse alternative to re­
quested a meeting with union leaders rule?n union complaints of lalx,lr turning, union leaders said. They 
"to determine whether their offer to practice violations. But he. sood point to cases of strikes, like the one . 
return to work Is being made in good strikes, however disruptive, helped in the 1980's at Eastern Airlines that 
faith." In view of changes in opera- ,to balance the interests of workers ended with the collapse of the co~pa-
tions during the strike, Mr. Zimmer- wl~ those of ~anagement ny - and all its jobs. 
man said "an immediate return to This trend, Mr. Gould said of the . 
prestrlke'staffing of nearly a year. decline In strikes, "has brou~t 
and a half ago Is simply not practi- about a potential for a decline In 
cal. II • orderly labor-management rela-

Faced with the union cutting off tions. Strikes are orderly in thatthey 
their $300-a-week strike benefits the are a part of a process that produces 
workers have little choice but ui re- some resolution." That, he said, 
tum when they are recalled to work. r~ses the.question of whether unions 

Peter Feullle, director of the Instl- Will remrun credible representatives 
tute for Industrial and Labor Rela- of worker interests. . 
tions at the' University of Illinois . Caterpillar invoked the usual rea­
called the union's return "caPitula~ sons why industries 'shave work 

. tion without surrender. II \. forces and wages - the pressure ot 
"The union has capitulated to the foreign competition and the need to 

reality that Caterpillar has won the meet it with products that cost .no 
strike," he Said. "They're not surren- more to make than they do in MeXICO 
deringtheir quest for a fair contract. or Korea. The company also devised . 
But 'Yhen you're back at work as a a strategy to undercut the union. 
union, what kind of leverage do you It moved white collar workers and 
have?" temporary workers into its factories 

union officials that said ~e rejec- and pro~ed the lie to its. regular - .,:!,,: 
tion of the contract offer had proved workers claim that production qual-
the spirit of their workllrs. "We were ity would suffer and that customers 
elated about the vote," said Larry would flee. 
Solomon president of Local 751 in Two developmen~ served the 

,. strategy. The forces of temporary 
De~atur, lll.~ the site of a plant at workers once mostly people with 
which the union ordered an end to the ' 
strike. But he conceded that Cater- litile skill, have grown with the addi­
pillar had won. "It's sickening to the , tion '1)f hundreds of thousands .of 
stomach," he said. skilled workers laid off in other m-

Caterpillar's rout of the UA W. is dustries, notably aerospace, and Cat­
a stark demonstration of the increas- erpillar was able to draw on them. 
ing futility of a weapon with which Second, many . manufacturing 
unions could once paralyze Whole companies are less depende_nt on 
industries in promoting their mem- . highly skilled workers than they used 
bers: interests. It also illustrates the . to be. Tobias Levkovlch, a securities 
might of the opposition confronting analyst at the investment banking 
the new leadership of the 78-union firm of Smith, Barney, exPlained 
American Federa~ion of La~r-Con- that Caterpillar once needed teams 
gr~ss of Industnal Orgaruzations, of tool-and-die makers, highly expert 
Which promises militant new re- machiniSts who could take an engi­
spon~es in trying to rekindle the la- , neer's drawing and fashion new ma­
bor movement. 

Now arid then, strikes can still hurt : 
management and extract something 
for workers. A two-month strike· by 
machinists against $e Boeing Com­
pany is beginning to impede deliver­
ies of new planes. But more and 
more often, companies succeed in 
devising strategies that blunt the 
power of strikes and unions. 

Many companies permanently re-
, place strikers,leaving union workers 

on the street even after a strike ends 
- or terrify workers merely by 
threatening permanent replacement 
if they attempt a strike. Caterpillar 
stopped short of that threat and 
found it could still beat a strike . 

. r- ~-....• _ .......... _ .... _ .... . 



By SUSAN SEAGER 

WILLIMANTIC, Me. - Martin 
Leighton remetnbers the days when 
he hiked into the moist, mossy forest 
near his home and found a carpet of 
wild yellow orchids "so thick you 
could gather them by the armful. " A 
fourth·generation Maine woodsman, 
he recounts canoeing up a favorite 
northern stream that was visited by 
Henry David Thoreau in 1857. 
~ut the dainty orchids are long 

gone, trampl~ by'loggers. His ca· 
noeing route, Ragmuff Stream, dried 
to a Periodic trickle after the sur­
rounding forest was razed in 1981 to 
feed paper mills. 

"It's been a slaughter," 'sald Mr .. 
leighton, a 69-year:Old former log· ' 
ger who lives in a canvas tent in this . 
northern Maine toWn, population 150. 
"The overculting has been going.on 
for a long time, but the destruction in 

't' the last 15 years Is what scares m.e." 
While public attention has focused 

t on the battles to save the rain forests 
• In South America and the old·growth 
: redwoods In the Pacific Northwest, 
: Mr. leighton and others are waging 
, a lesser·known battle to save the 

timberlands of northern New York 
and New England, 26 million acres 
that has become known as the North­
ern Forest. It is the biggest expanse 
of woodland in the eastern United 
States. 

The balsam·scented forests of 
white pine, fir, spruce, oak, maple 

: and birch stretching across Maine, 
• New Hampshire, Vermont and 
: northern New York have repeatedly 
• been reduced to stubble over 400 
:: years of logging, farming and fire. 
~ They have been on the rebound in the 
• last several decades, but have been 
; battered again by an even more ago 

i
' gressive 20th century timber and 

paper Industry, which owns more 
than 35 percent of the acreage, and 

I modern real estate development. . 
I "The train wreck we're trying to 
~ avoid Is waiting until our forests are 
: completely gone," said Andrea 
,Colnes, executive director of the 
: Northern Forest Alliance. The Ver­
I 
I 

• • :: Don't wait until 
~. . 

~.: the forests are .. 
~: all gone, say 
~, 

~~ preservationists. 

; : mont-based coalition of two dozen' 
~ : national and local, environmental 
"', groups formed in 1990 to preserve 

:.the forest., . . 
The alllance and other groups say 

modern logging practices like clear­
;:J:utting, or stripping an entire area of 
~rees, create severe erosion prot>­
:.lems. ~unoff from the denuded hills 
::Js choking streams and lakes with 
~i1t and warm, oxygen·poor water, 
~ducing the fish populations. 
: . ,Ill Maine, an estimated 1.28 mll­
:lion acres of forest have been clear­
.cut since 1980; an area about the size 
:Pf Delaware. Aerial views show 
~arge patches of landscape as barren 
I18S a western desert, with parched 
~rown earth eroding into nearby 
=akes and streams. 
_ "The north woods in Maine' in 
=>pots, looks like Brazil," said 'Bill 
-McKibben, an environmental writer 
~iving In the Adirondacks In upstate 
~ewYork. . 
- The timber and paper industry 
~ismisses the outcry about. ecologi· 

" , ::UI damage as overblown. "In terms 
""'" :Of the general health of the forest' .....0 ..and certainly Maine's enVironment, 
~ :Jorest practices have not been detri-
(7""' :mental," said William Vall, execu· 

C J ~ .Live director of the Maine Forest 
Uti. It' ~roducts Council, an industry group. 

=.: But to the environmentalists, it is 
~ot just logging that threatens the 
':to rests. More than 10 million tour­
!~;;ists, anglers, hunters and campers 
;:.visit the region each year, and the 
:J.four·state timberlands are within a 
~-day's drive of 7~ million people. 
~.~ . The pressures of regional popula· 
/::tion growth and economic develop­
';"'ment, particularl1"'tourism, have 

mf'Rnl I!r"~I"r I'ncroachment on the 

timberlands and the small commu­
nities within them, environmental-
Ists say. ' 

"The 'forest resource and forest 
character .is hemorr~aging out of 
these towns," Ms. Colnes said .. 

In north-central Vermont, a specu· 
lator recently bought 10,000 acres, 
began clear·cutting some, of It' and 
offering it up for sale for real estate 
development. Another project un­
usual for its scale is one proposed for 
3,600 acres in northern Maine. 

The market for such, .develop-

Hunters says the 
people in ~e north·, 
woods oppose a 
national park. 

ments are refugees from the cities 
an4 suburbs who are are flooding 
northern New England and upstate 
New York in search of a more rural 
life. The population of New Hamp­
shire, for example, grew by more' 
than 50 percent from 1970 to 1990; 
the nation's. total population in­
creased by 22 percent during the, 
same period.' 

The warnings of irrevocable de· 
struction have inspired a wide range 
of conservation campaigns in recent 
years. Many are grass·roots efforts· 
led by the likes of Mr. Leighton: 
former loggers, forest dwellers' and 
former mainstream environmental 
,leaders grown frustrated with what 
they see as years of studies and very 
little action. 

Mr. Leighton has joined one such 
group calling itself Restore: The 
North Woods, which is campaigning 
for a 3.2 million-acre national park 
and preserve in northern Maine. 
Among the other proposals are a 
Maine voter initiative that would ban 
clear-cutting in much of the state, a 
plan to create 10 state-managed 
wildlands in the four states and a bill 
Introduced by Senator Patrick Lea· 
hy, Democrat of Vermont,' to use 
Federal ·money to buy land In the 
region from "willing sellers" for 
preservation. . ' 

Environmentalists acknowledge 
that in the current political climate, 
many of these proposals have little 
chance pf being realized. Jym St. 
P!erre, Maine state coordinator for 
Restore, said the group viewed the' 
national park' plan as a long-term 
effort. 

·"It's a 'long process," Mr. St. 
Pierre said. "It's going to take dec· 
ades." He said· 1'5,000 people had 
Signed petitions to the National Park 
Service calling for a study of the' 
proposal, which wpuld set aside 
space for hunting and snowmobiling, 

About 15 percent of the region's 
forests, or four million acres, ·are 
currently protected in public parks, 
These Include Adirondack Park In 
New York, Green fvfountain National 
Forest In Vermont, White Mountain 
National Forest in New Hampshire 
and Baxter State Park In Maine. ' 

The remaining 22 million acres 
ar~ .privately owned, including 9.7 
mllhon acres owned by foreign and 
d?mestic timber and paper compa· 
meso 

As the preservation efforts have 
gathered steam,' opposition cam· 
paigns are springing' up from the­
p~per and timber industry, loggers, 
mill workers, hunters, anglers and 
others. 

In ly1aine, home to more than half 
of the forests, or 15 million acres, no 
violent confrontations between envi· 
ronmentalists and loggers, and no 
court orders to protect creatures on 
the Federal endangered species list 
like the spotted owl, have grabbed 
~eadlines. J:lut that is not to say the 
fight has failed to arouse passions on 
both sides. 

"Maine says, No!" says one peti· 
tion being circulated by the Sports· 
man's Alliance of Maine, a group 
representing 13,000 hunters and an­
glers who depend on the timber and 
paper companies for access to the. 
privately owned forests. 

George Smith, head of the group,: 
said he had gathereCi 5,000 slgna-' 
tures in opposition to the national 
park proposal. The group says the 
proposal would affect hunters' as 
well a~ place restrictions on the tim· 
ber industry, which provides jobs for 
state residents. "There's no question 
In my mind that the people of the 
north woods wa!lt nothing to do with 
it," he said. . 

The Maine c1ear-cutting initiative 
would ban the practice In 10.5 million 
acres in the northern part of the 
state. Jonathan carter of the Maine 
Green Party said the party had gath­
er~ more than 51,000 signatures In 
one day to qualify the proposed ban· 
for the 1~96 ballot The signatures 
will be. submitted II) January. 

The proposal would' require log·: 
gers to leave trees for future growth, : 
and future logging jobs, just as the : 

. old-time loggers used to do and some 
modern loggers do still, Mr. Carter: 
said.' . 

The emphasis on keeplng.jobs Is: 
Intentional, as the conservation cam- ' 
paigns have prompted an inevitable,; 
jobs-versus-envlronment debate. 

"The guys up here are very' 
alarmed that their livelihoods will, 
disappear," said Mr. Smith of the 
Sportsman's Alliance, referring to 
workers .In the paper and timber 
Industry. 

To avoid the charge that environ· 
mentalists do not care about jobs, 
the Northern. Forest Alliance prp­
poses developing more diverse for· 

. est-related Industries, iikefurnlture 
manufacturing and tourism. 
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Union Gets 
The Lowly 
To Sign Up 
Home Care Aides 
Are Fresh Target 

, NOVEMB~J( ;41, 1)1')1;) 

THE NEW YORK TIMES, TUESDAY, 

, emergency medical technicians, 
that is, ambulance crews. 

"In the late 1980's, that was virtu· 
. ally nonunion," Mr. Rosselli said. 
"Workers were making $7 and $8 a 
day with no benefits. Now we have 
2,000 emergency medical workers 
making up to $50,000 a year. We've 
organized virtually the entire indus· 
try in Northern California." 

year job as a cabin service work~r­
for United Airlines in the calculation 
of Eddy's Supplemental Security In· 
come payment. Federal guidelines 
say a completely unemployable 
adult should receive about $458 a 
month. But he gets $391. 

"Right now," Ms . .osayande said 
to the mother, "you have no one to 
represent you. We want to Sign you 
up for Local 250. There are union 

Among health care workers, gov· dues of'$7.38 a month. 00 you feel 
ernment-employed home care aides that is something you can do?" 'I 
are especially inviting targets for Mr. Doctolero fills out the card for 
organizers natioRwide. The battle f hI' f h Ing 

I, has begun in California; the most. his wi e, w 0 apo oglZeS or av . 
stopped school in the fourth grade. " 

" populous state and one in which the Lately, the union has been making , 
By PETER T. KILBORN I union says working conditions are some dents in the home care pro- : 

OAKLAND, Calif., Nov. 20 - Altha 'partiCularlY susceptible to organ· gram. It won state approval to,wi~. : 
izing. California uses 160,000 aides d f $7.38 

Kennedy received a tip that a home like Ms. Martinez to care for 189,000 ,hold aides' union ues 0 a 
care aide wanted to join the union, so patients under a IS.year-old pro- month, simplifying collection. It re-
she drove to the prim gray clap- gram called In· Home Supportive cently won a $4 million settlement 
board house that the woman shares Services. In a drive that began earli. for 50,000 aides in a suit over delayed 
'with a daughter and son·in·law. th· I payment of the aides' wages during er this year, e servIce emp oyees 991 d 1992 

The aide, Gertrude Martinez, reo union has organized 10,000 of these state budget crises In 1 . :,~ , , . ,,' 
counted how the disabled woman I The aides stand to receive;$123~im California workers, union officia s' , , .... 
whom she had bathed, shampooed $680 each. ° 
and taken to doctors since May say. The union was also the prime mov· 
abruptly dismissed her from her To qualify for care under the state er behind legislation permitting 10-
$4.2S·an·hour job. Arriving for ~ork program, a patient can have assets cal governments to establish au· 
a few days ago, Ms. Martinez said, of no more than $2,000 and typically ° thoritles to manage the program, set 
she found her patient Interviewing a receives Supplementary Security In· up registries of providers and pa· 
prospective replacement. come, the Federal welfare program tients, oversee the program and 

"They were whispering," Ms. for the indigent elderly, blind and serve as management's bargaining 
Martinez told Ms. Kennedy. "I went disabled. agent in contract negotiations with 
about my business cleaning up. And unions on the aides' behalf. So far, 

To keep down the costs of serving three Bay Area counties, San Mateo, ' 
then she said, 'I don't want you to these patients, the state gives the San Francisco and Alameda, have 
come in Monday because I don't'd d' I be f't °d al es n~ me lca ne. I s, pal vaca·, begun to establish the authorities. 
need you any more: " tlons, SIck leave, family I~ave, over· This was a critical breakthrough , 

Ms. Kennedy prepared to start her - '. - -- ,- '" for the union. In recruiting workers, 
pitch for the union, Service Employ· his check here, but he doesn't live it has been able to develop some: 
ees International. "00 you know here. He's out." services, like help In flndiq new' 
they pay zoo keepers $12.50' an .' The man, Emmett Brooks, 50, clients when they lose theirs and 
hour?" she asked. : comes down. "He does everything opportunities to gather with other 

But the 58-year-old Ms. Martinez l for me," he said.. "Helps me set up 1 aides who unlike most workers nev. 
was already sold and immediately my dialysis equipment. Goes with er see a colleague. , 
signed a card agreeing to join. me in the van to the hospital. Does Now, that. it represents a sizable 

Organizing people like Ms. Marti· the shopping. He's been with me number of home health care work· 
nez has become the No.1 priority of since 1982." ers the union has begun its first, 
the American labor movement's .Promlsing to return In the co~tract negotiations for them in· 
new leaders, as they try to rebuild evening, the union organizers make calfornia, with Alameda County. 
after decades of decline. Ms. Ken· three more fruitless stops. At last in "Now we have someone to bar· 
nedy, 34 years old, head organizer South Beach, Ken Doctolero, 71, an gain with," Mr. Rosselli said.. 
for Local 616 In Oakland, has helped immigrant from the Philippines, In·. 
her union to double in size to 1.1 vites them In to see his wife, Maxi· For unions that would represent! 
million members in little more than ma, also Filipino and 71. them, the aides are elusive quarry. 
a decade by tapping into the econo- The Doctoleros have 12 children. In Oakland and San FranCiSCO, many 
my's vast and little-organized, 93- Their IIving-dinlng shelves are lay· aides speak little or no English. They 
million.worker service sector. ered with pictures of them In mill· work .alone, going door to door, so 
Health care in particular has been a _ tary uniforms and caps and gowns. ther~ is no central workplace to cor· 
rich target. One shows a beaming son Eddy ral them and often no publicly acces· 

graduating from a speCial school for sible rosters for unions to comb. 
The union's growth helped propel children with Oown syndrome. Turnover is high. 

its preSident, John J. Sweeney, to the Eddy, 25, is big and amiable, a fan Enrolling the aides requires ~ siz. 
presidency of the A.F.L.·C.I.O. in an of televised wrestling. He talks free- able commitment af resources that 
election last month. Mr. Sweeney Is ly, with the inflections and gestures unions avoided until a few like Mr. 
urging the 78 member unions of the of an adult But to the untrained ear, Sweeney's determined that the labor: 
A.F.L.·C.I.O. to concentrate on the It's mostly gibberish. He is often movement's survival was at stake. 
poorest service workers, like motel Incontinent. Out on his own, he gets Unions like his have been training 
employees, store clerks, office build· lost. Without his parents, who never corps of men and women to roam the 
ing janitors and health care aides, leave him, he would be in an Institu. na.tion's' poorest neighborhoods, 
many of them recent immigrants tion. tracking down aides. 
and women. The Doctoleros, the union organ. This Is taxing work for Angela 

Health care is the fastest·growing izers discover, are upset and con· Osayande, 34, and Manuel Jimenez, 
service in the country, with more fused. Without explanation, they say, 40, who are organizing for the servo 
than nine million workers, or about the county reduced the time It. de- ice employees' union Local 250, 
half the number of manufacturing clded Mrs. Doctolero needed to care which commits 18 percent of its 
workers. Union leaders say the field for Eddy: to 701f.z hours a month budget to organizing, about four 
is ripe for organizing because of from 80, cutting her pay to $JOO a times the norm for unions. They hit. 
mounting pressure among health month, from $343. the streets of San Francisco just 
care services, hospitals, nursing Then,' someone else, they do not after dawn one mOryling in Mr. Jime-
homes, health insurance companies know who, has been counting Mr. nez;s rattly, 15-year-old Ford Mus· 
and government to hold down the Doctolero's $389 pension from an 18- tang. 
rise in costs.' The first stop is a three·story 

Sal Rosselli, president of one of apartment building in the Fillmore 
California's biggest service employ· district. They ring. No answer. An· 
ee locals, No. 250, in Oakland, cites other bUilding. Again, no one home. 

A spare deal: 
. minimum wage 
and no benefits. 

At a third, in the Western Addition, a 
man peers out from the fourth floor. 

"You Frank?" Ms. Osayande 
asks. 

The man shouts down; "He gets 

./ ----,-
time pay, compensation for injuries 
on the job, or reimbursement for bus 
fares and gasoline to run errands for 
patients and take them to doctors. 

The aides are designated self-em­
ployed independent co~t~actors and 
are paid the Federal minimum wage 
of $4.25 an hour. 

These workers, mostly women 40 
to 70 years old, receive no training or 
certification ,to do work that can 
Include giving enemas and Insulin 
shots, changing bandages and h~k. 
Ing up dialysis machines. Nothing. 
protects a patient from an incompe­
tent aide or,an aide from an abusive 
patient. ' 

No one In the government is ac· 
countable for the aides, although a 
few counties are establishing offices 
to manage their programs. For now, 
though, social workers for Califor· 
nia's 58 counties set the hours the 
aides work for patients but little 
more",'Ole, state pays their wages but 
provides no superv~lon. 

For an Individual aide, the boss, to 
the extent there is one, Is the patient. 
Patients hire aides, sign their time 
cards confirming hours worked, and 
can dismiss them without cause or 
explanation. Once out of work, the 
aide must rely on word-of·mouth to 
find a new patient 

"U's a good deill for the govern· 
ment," said Robert Barton, man· 
ager of the adult services branch of 
the California Department of Social 
Services, and the civil servant who 
oversees the program. 

David Snapp; the union's director 
of ciraanlzlng In Washington, said, 
"It's a scam." 

U Is clearly a boon to the state, 
county and, through Medicaid, Fed· 

. eral governments that share the pro­
gram's $950 million annual cost. 
Without these workers, taxpayers 
would have to pay $30,000 a year to 
keep the patients In nursing homes. 
Home care aides, about half of whom 
work for family members rather 
than do other jobs, cost less than 
$7,000 a year for a typical 30 hour· 
week. 

Bill Schimeck, an adult services 
manager, added that raising the 
wages was a tough political decision 
for a state that is just now beginning 
to recover from years of acute budg· 
et defjcl~And the lower the wages, 
the more patients the program can 
reach, Mr. Schimeck said. 
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61!~MJ IJ-e..."r 
forest healtll report is a step 
to iniprove fore5b, not fuel fights I 

To the Editor: Your story on the Blue 
Mountaib. Forest I-lealtb ~port, "Stud:v 
fuels foes in forest debate" (Oct 22,), appears 
to promote the samo sort of divisiveness 
that has chara.cteri2:l!ld the NOl"thwest forest. 
debate' for yesl'S. However. the report is a~ 
fIrst step toward creating Il ccnsansus vi· I' 
sion of how we can managE! east5ide forests 
for both harvest and ecosyStem health. 

The health problems that plague the for- . 
usts of Northeast Oregon affect tlmtJer, 
strcam$ and. wo.ter3heds. Man-rruu1B cnuseG. . 
i.ncluding flre supprc5~tol'l, harvest prac· 
tices and land· US!! patterns are to blame for. 
mum of the sltu..,UQn. 

Last March I asked a ~up of 10 tap slli~"­
tists from Oregon State University; tbe U,S. 
Forest Service Pacific Northwest Research 
StAtion on4 the l1nivcr'(Ilty of WWlh ington te ... 
help me define a strategy for managing 
these forests, My goal was tlot to find a poUt· 
ieall!K>llltion, but rather to fl.nd the be~t S(lj,­

en~e that all could agree upon. Sound polley 
will eventually c~atc sound polltics. 

This broadly diverse group of scjentists 
achieVed, ("Brnax-kabl,y, unanimity in their 
l'ecCl'Drnendlltions. The product of tbeir 
work, the Blue Mountttln Forest Health Re­
port, QOIld.1,.I,dee tnQt agtlVQ manA.ggm9g,t jlol 

dosirable to improve the long·t.erm health of 
Oregon forests and watersheds and to I:e-' 
ducc the ri.l!lk of eatl'J.stroph Ie nr-e. 

Further, they c~ncluded that relatlvely 
llttle ecological tisk exists. ft'Om those ·BC" 

tions when CDnduct~. undol" the ~age-
ment euidelInes now in place. . 

WhUe· I believe that active rnanage~ent 
will help the forsst return to a health1el", 
more productive $ta~. it alDl also pl'Omote 
my lP.JaIs of enhanctng f'lsh habitat, water 
qualIty and late successional t~rest8. 

Historil;ally, Eastern. OregOn was home to 
thousands of acres of old· grOwth ponderosa 
pine forost'that were relatively ros1S1:l!l11t to 
.fire. Bot.h prlvntG lI.nd publiC': land· 
management practh:es have logged these 
forests So that nOW we are left wjth dense 
young forests that pose a siA:~ifieant {'Ir@ 

risk. We need to try to Qse active mana.ge­
ment to guide tl1ese stands toward ~hat we 
bolieve was thlJir historic structure. 

The report does not n'Ulndate loggin~. Nor 
does It advocate bypassing thc~ ellVlron· 
ment;al rules that aJ;'9 in place to protect plll>­
lie resources that have been damaged by 
past activ\Ues. What the report dm!:.J ~o is 
set a now diroction for management of these 
lands. 

Techniques such as thinning, conlrolled 
burning and rehabilitating or dosing roads 
wilt heip ma1(e the forests h~althi~. In 

, many case!;! these activities ww ~~c;o provide 
, Wood and jobs for rural (!ommll.lutu~s-

I ~m hopeful that the report w.1l1 provide 
us wjth 8 visiun f;\f the way we want these 
forelit& to look in 60 l)~ 100 yo aI'S. 

GOV _ JOHN A. KITZHABER 
. Salem 

Fo~t plan at mercy of judge 
B)' DANA TIMS 1[- Si "/~m dangered, flies up to 50 miles inland 
CQrrespandtMi. Thr1 0'''90nl.n to mate and lilY eggs in the deep, 

mossy deprt!sslons ot' l1rnbs on old-
EUGENE - Presidei'lt Clintcn·s growth treos. 

Northwest Forest PJan \\'111 be seri- At issue is the let;al interpretation 
c)'Q~ly Q.'ndenuinad if i,\ fcdcl"i,'d jQdge of the so-called salvagG rider, an 
nlles n~JCt week that vast amounts amendment to a mu.ch la.rser appro­
of land which shelter an endllngered pril'ltionfl bill pasliled last sumrhel' by 
sea bird must be ~lC1a.:;ed fpl" lQ~-' d . d 
girlg, 3 top administration official Co1l81'ess an !ngne into law by 
said Tuesday_ Clinton in ~I,.\IY- • 
. Lois Schlll'er's assessment came .1uciJ3e ~c;haol R. HO~D B~d he 

~lftC'[' a he~nin~ h'L U,S. District ... would reVlew the Jcg1s]atJye hIstory 
Conrt, where govel'l'1l'r:JI~tlt attomt"lYs of the lIah'age l'i~er to detcnt:'jne 
battled timbu industl-y l"ep,-c$cnta- whether Cungress lntem~~d thtln(ler 

( 
tives o"er access to an estimated 245 to rel.ease the tarseted ~mber Sale~ 
urillio[l board fct~t c)f timber. and t.hat he expract{)d. to 1.$Sue a. rule 

Industi"Y int.C!Ir¢$t$ il.I"C l$ecking Cl ing ~ometitn~ n~.~t Wl~t,\)k. . 

fedanU order r()l'I~ill~ the (ilc:lministJ'a- Cht1$ WeST. lJ g[lokl~sm:m fnr 
tiun to rolOl~fJ thg omi)QI', wlJicll I~ Nortllwn~t If'ofl!~[rv J\~wcj:Hi(Jn, tllD 
located i.n stAnds u$r.d for nr~st.jng I-IY Inr!.tl$tI·y· group th::lt hnllJl;tht tht! 
tho mru"blcd m'lITelet. C"'l.SC ~I~aillsr tilL' W"lVOnmHmt, said he 

'l'hp. !lmall l:lt.!:.l bird. whith M()\l'C:!l'n- was ()lmlNI,)!! with the! dimc:titln 
mont l'CSI')UrCI} 1.lgUI'1Cil:l~l eOI'\sid(~r- (ll\- I h)suli ~\PJ}(JI.lI-cd t'l t-m r.1ldng. 
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[Umber broker admits defrauding bank I" . ,:J.l=. - • 

ilThe case of Wayne P. Mertens raises qUBSUaDS abeu! a WlY 01 
;~III1.st H1at tl'8dltiona1ly bas been lased cn Irust 

l~ ALAN· K. OTA If-8 ..fI( didn't do it Now, I've got to pay the 
,ir,T1}e OnrgMian BtafI ~ • "')c penalty," he said. Mertens !laid he 
'.' ,.... did not think the· bank fraud case 
;':; 1A Eugene lumber broker h1UI would hurt his relationships with 
:pteaded guilty in federa1 court w customers and added that be hoped 
:\1sblR fake &ales invokes to get a$U in stay in business. 
mrnton (J.s. Baitk man in a case that The federal pro~e began last June, 
could have wider implications for an Merhms said. when he aPllmached 
lbdustr,y ba.&ed Oll handshake deals. federal authorities and admitted 
!fW3Ylle P. Mertens, 52, pleaded wrongdOing. 
~ Tuesday in the court of U.S. He said he had been' advised by 
iiietrlct Judg& Michael Hogan in one his attorney, Ted Cm\1. not to dis· 
tount of bank fraud. Mertens, a vet- cuss other delalls of the case. CarP 
ii1m i31 the 11.1Dlber brokerage busi- didnotTeturn a telephone call 
~essJ faces up to 8. year In Jail and a Chris Cardani, anl assistant U.S. nne of up to $1 million. attorney, said an inl,'estigation was 
-~ "What I did was a mistake. I'm continuing into tne case. He said rw 
Idcldog myself in the butt. I wisb I decision had been made (lD wh(!ther 

oJ . -..:: .... ~ ... --..... - ...... --~. 

to proser:uteseveral of Mertens' cus­
tomers who repcuiedly agreed to 
sign Im'tJices ror inflated amounts. 
The inVoi0B8 were then used by Mer· 
. tens as «:olhteral for a line of credit 
atthe bank. 

The announoem.ent of the lllea 
caught leteram in the lmober bnl­
lIerage bumess by surprise, One 
broker, \\'ho asked not to·be identi­
fied. saiI1 Mertens hal! had an un­
J!lemished reputation and had I:!een 
in business for m.ore than 25 years. 

JIm -Ander SOD, an analyst· for the 
lumber mark&t trade newletter 
Random Lengths, said Mertens was 
one at' about Z20 listed whillesale 
lumber distriblltcrs and broker-& in 
Oregon. He said the lumber brom­
age business accounted fur a large 
pC)ftion tJf total lumber sales. 

Cardani and timber industr}! ex· 
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peru said they were unfamiliar \\i tb 
other recent caf.eS of bank ftaull in­
v(Jlving lumber brok.~rs. 

"It's a huge part of the industry in 
Oregon. And trrulitionall)', the busi­
ness has .been based on trust. On a 
daily basis millions of dGnars move 
based DIl mnversations on tlle 
phone. Mter the fact, sales are docu­
mented. No la.wyers are Dwo}yed in 
legal oontraets, ,. be sald. 

Anderson said it. was Wldear 
whether the case would chill rela­
tionships between other 1 umoor br0-
kers and their banks, customers and 
suppliers. CMdani said U.S. -Bank 
a\ldits of Merten had been foiled by 
the frall.dulfun: invoices. 

"We're reviewing the caSE. We be· 
Ue\te it's a UIlique casc," said Karen 
Tolvstad. a spokeswoman far U.S. 
Bank. 
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FRIDAY, OcroBER 27, 1995 THE WASHINGTON' POST 

ldministration LiftS Ban on Timber Harvest 
. I 

ave Following, CQurt Ruling Is Blow to' Federal Management Plan for Pacific Northwest .) 
. . .. ' . . . 

, 
By Tom Kenworthy warnings of environmentalists ,dismayed by Clin- ' restrictions to protect the spotted owl, but whic~ 

ton's acquieScence to timber provisions in last sum- 'were subsequently held up to protect other speo! , ' Washington Post Staff Writer 

1te Clinton adffiinistration, ~nceding it had run' . 
'of legal ,remedies, yesterday directed fedetal 

mer's budget rescissions legislation. cies. . ' ,; 
At stake in the court decision is some 230 million Congressionalleaders and the industry argued 

board feet of timber-enough to build 23,000 aver- the language covered not just the sales in the 
I management agencies, ~ release for harvest 
l1sands of acres of trees in the Pacific Northwest 

'age-sized homes'-that had been kept from saw-' 19891egislatiol,1: but an,sales throughout Oregonl 
mills during the early' 19908 in order to' protect ' Washington and.No~e,r.n California withheld i.JJ 
threatened wildlife, PPntarily the marbled murre- ' subsequent years. Their view has prevailed, an1 
let, a sea bird that nests in old growth trees. .' . by the administration's estimate, an additional 6~ 

f it had sought to leave uncut to protect wildlife. " '. 
~he directive followed a decision late Wednesday , 
~ three-judge panel of the ~·U.S. Circuit Court 
~ppeals denying the administration a stay of a 
eral district court ruling. That ruling. issued las~ 
pth, upheld the timber industry's contention that 

"We, fought this to the bitter end and this is the timber sales will now go forward. Roger McMan 
bitter end," said Peter Coppe_; deputy assistatit,'. us, president of the',Center for Marine Conservai 
attorney general. "The damage will be done. We . tion, said the d~sion "may be the death blow fot 
now have to release the sales." . the salmon industrY in the Pacific Northwest" be 

The administration had disagreed with congres- ,cause the forests involved are adjacent to stream! ; sale is requir~ under a law approved by Con­
iss and signed by President Clinton last summer. 
rhe administration's loss in court is a blow to its 
n for more careful management of federal for-

. sional Republicans and the timber industry over . that provide critical habitat for spawning fis" 
the, scope of the budget bill's language. The legis- "President Clinton has to assume the responsibili 
lation released for harvest sales which were ori~-ty for· what ,is going' to happen to the Pacifi 
nally ordered by Congress in 1989 to skirt co~ Northwest now." , s in the Pacific Northwest. It also validateS the 

I' 

,,' 

Despite Ruling, Ointon Vows. 
ToFmd Way to P,roteet Forests 

" A.si?oclated Press . . mostly old-growth timber in natioriai' 
President (Clinton' pron-Used yes-' tor~sts in Oregon 1?d W:hington .. ' 

ter$y to pursue legislation overrirl- , " he Fqrest Servtce F _.s¢ tort;. ' -
ing a court decision that forces addi-, .~ease, the s3les after ~nvrronm~ntaI­
lklnal sales of old-growth timber in· . 'lsts w~ed ~at loggmg the timber ' 
the Northwest. could Jeopar~ t~eatene~ and en-

,: "'!he decision forces the rel~se. ta.n~ered ~pe~les lJ)the re.gIon. 
of timber that may lead to grave en- . U .~. District Judge. Michael H()­
vironmental injury to chinook salmon' gan m Eugene, Ore.. ~~ ordered 
and other wildlife and damage our. . the sale!!, released to therr bu~ers" , 
rivers and streams" Clinton said in a based on the so-called salvage nder 
'written :statement~ "My adniinfstra- p,!-~ ~y Congress and signed by 

, tion will actively pursue a legislative ~linton m July. but the government 
remedy to correct this extreme re- filed an appeal. 
sult."· The rider suspended environmen-

The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Air ~ laws through' 1996 to 'expedite' 
peals in San ,Francisco on Wednes- th~sale of timber in national forests . 
day denied the Clinton administra- killed by fires and inseets, as;well as 

. tion's attempts to delay logging of green timber in the Northwest. Clio-
" some old-growth timber' Sales iii the ton said the' rider was intended to. 

PacWc Northwest that had been re-hasten only those sales ,that I did not. I 
leased by Congress~ violate his administration's environ-; 
, At issue are government' sales of mental standards., . 

L~ '."~'. ,¢~ 

fa 

PHOTOCOPY 
PRESERVATION 



i· 
~ " 

(. 

I 
\. 

), 

L 

I., 

! :: '. "~" 

I· ' 
), 
i )C, 

I " < 

··PHOTOCOPY',·;:·.· 
PRESEflVATI()t·{, 

. :., 

. ! . '} ' .. " 

, , 
\ . 

','. :. :,:,. "".- .-r .• ·· ::. . " ._ .... ;::.,,:: 1:. "'~ "-.' ,,", 
.:W:::.:·::.·,:,:.·;":::!lJ::.:I~::;~A.:.:"!..,\:J~' l..:.,;·"1:.,;U;::tihl!:;;,;.;. '~;';'~",",'.;'~l-~:I!J;..;J:;..'_' .... : ;.;, •.•. _. _ ......... ...;., ..• _. ';.,.' _.--..: . ..;. .. ;...;...., _. -:-: .. ~.,~: :_',.~_ ...... _""":""'_._ .. _ .. _ •.• ..;.. ,."':'.:,.;;. •.• _-: .• ~ .•• -!'<;.;..~-:-.:._: !~, H.;.;;.~;..',~;.;.;'A:.::~"f¥::.ii'..;;.t....,;IU..;.N.o;;f~O..;;.;,;..I-~ .. ...,.~'-:"' .... ' _'--:. __ ~ .. ~~_:-___ ";-__ ~:-_..-_~~ ....... :-...... _~ __ ...• ...,.;_,~.~ .. _..,:.~, . i':';.''"'"". -:::: .. ;::: .. ~~:::.~=:-:,::. ( 

, i. , 

H ' 'E" Is'S' l' ..... Fl' . 'h W~·· i ·p.ores the fa.ct that,;accoiciing. totPe,CatoIn~ .. '11ieCJ!ntona~sk.tionhaslefttliefor- .~ ~ .. \ 

a . r' 'ee ' .' t' 0"'" e" n' .' .. r'o: m" t' 'e' . . " '. ". '.' .' . " i • " , . stitUte ~d' the Progressrve PoliCy Institute,' ,est' isSue beliliid' [at"the Forest SimlJnitin .' ',' <;1 
' , . . " ...., '. '. . _ ,;' , '" . '. .' ...... , . ' . .'.'.~' •• ' . ' ',·the ForeSt SerVice 'bas built 340,OOO~¢Sof . 1993] and d~'t want to be reminded of it," . 

. .., , , '. . ," , j'., '. ' , ' roads, more'thari eight times'the le~~ of the said Jim Owens, former executive .direCtor of ' 
'TTl: ld h' a·' .' A·d.' .. ,,~ 't'·· '~I'k A' . 7tT· ?" .,',' , .. " " interstate ,highway system, iIi ,the past 20 'the Western Ancient Forest, Canipaign. He, ... 

~ ~. Wou Ie. tnton' . mznzsu '(j ton lr.lae nY.Ll'ozse.,:~ '.' I ." • , '.' years. ~ut 'no~s's"argument pieVailed;-and said the enviiOnnientaI fOinffitinitY feels it baS' ':-< 
, . '. . . ," th" '. '. .' . 00' nal' ks' d 'wi!' , 'cl" din' . 'th chief' him!' If" :nl . " t' , . :e~~U:d~~try' <:o:~~~sb~:t ~= -~ t"esamtaPbedl't he·~theelect~ck" ~y the Clint~- . , ·f 

'. , Cles' atmanageo\U'.na . par an _ ", u .. ,g ,e: ' .. ":;e,,,~oYPOStunnga, .--, .' '!"' .. ".. • . 

. . . By Ste~en T. Taylor, demes~dands to a true .conservation ethic." reform~ " I '~ ".;' ." ;'13Ao::~Fm:~~~~~rt;~::n~e:·mait~ ',' p' arti~~IY galling ~s Ct0ton'~ ~ev~' ',,:' 
, , . , Wth Three years later, ~e qinton-Gore team ~s Consider the fate. of aproposaI to bar log- . , h th la' nshi of policy. on salvage loggmg. Last May 

THE PRODUCT ~s timbeX:: old-gro caved-in, to a troika of WestefIl PQliticians 'ging in pristine arehs on national foreSt land a agement sows e ~ozy r~ tio p be~een, Clinton ".,id he woo uld veto' leaislati'on 
treeS from Amenca's national forests.' (fro both'd 'of th -"s1) F 'Se' " " , 1 . ,', ' the agency and the timber mdustry. In,a Sept. . , ...... t>. \ . Th . , l' .' m S1 es, e ru e, orest I'V1ce practice that costs!taxpayers millions because 21 'D 'd H I direct' of tim' "~,, that wOuld suspend environmental regulations' . e recipients are oggmg companies. 'b . ts d th tirilbe 'd try ·th '1' ,,' " memo, aVi esse , or .ut:r· , , . . " 

, What did ~yers thget Gein ~eraltumA for ~' , b:;:Cmon:':' e •. f, r m us . WI 1 S . ~::vy:' rOeqa~pc~:~C]c~~~e~ :~~:' 'mana
h 

hagedmenlat, wrffot~, Jillit ~luse :tIie agenCYal' ,. ~oul' sadIVabageS\'callyIOggin
direct
, ~ saleuss. Htoe maksaide thtim,e, ~ - , ~: , 

trees? According to, e ne ccounting. ." "'" . . . " .1fl. . '.' as to y 0 some ~mp oyees, regiQn .W . • • ' ',.... . ~ . " i 
.qtfice, th~y .go~ a biU. for $1, bil!io~. ~t's, B' el0'Y-cost ~bei .sales ar~ ~he, ~Qst of ,labor .. ~he, !D~sur~ ha.d .. ,~e SI.1. pport Of.' a) ,fo. rest~. S.hOuld rely.:.on. ~ber .industrytep-.. sal. ~ to large. c.omp~es! SUbSllliz .. ;ed ,.bY ~', : 
nght. While domg ,busmess With pnvate log- ,glar4lg a.ample of ~e- ~dininis~tion's ,pan~l of SClentis~;for l,tS envU'(:)nmen~ ~~ :.resentativ~ to helpget;out theSiUvage cut. . P.C1yers, [and] .. :: that.will essen~,thro~\. •. ' ' \ 
ging companies between 1992 and 1994, the' ., . ~ acquiescence to industry. Even the con-" ~~::.~veral Capltol Hill m.ooerates,mcludirig ; . ''They· have indicated, they are more, than: out ~ of OUf enV1I'onmentallaws and,~ pro;" '. 'I 
federal government spent $1 billion more than sery~tive Hentage Foundation' bad com-' Its, sqo~sor, Rep; Porter (R-lli.);had en- ,Willing to mak~ suggesti~ns, ~ in th~ field tectiO~S we, have ~t surr?und s~ch~·~, '., I 

it netted. ' "" .plaiJ!ed m 19SE;. that such ~es·"serve the ,do¥ it for """ .': . 'withyourpeople;3lld~~iJ:lputwhich'will ~es. ButmJulyClinto~ ~the,bill ~i1 . j 
The GAO rePort on timber subSidies, re-, goals of·specialintereSt grouPs~in this CaSe~. ,Yet ,the ~rvtce'lobbled to ' -, h~p aChieve our objectives," he:~d; hi Qther 'mcluded the sal~ge loggmg nd~: . .'~" , 

leased earner this month, underscores the . th~ timber industry,,:,,:,andnot th~ of the.. ~. ~~ . S3la such roads 'are ,words, the. agency, responsible for protecting ,Thomas d~mes that ~e. administration ~~ : 
Clintori administration's failure·to live up to its . publi¢, the .taxpayers' or :the consetvatiomsts." - needed.on Peca!J8e they ~ "used . the' national forestS and 'regula,ijng' the timber betrayed enV1I'o~.entali$. He says ·that· tllei. 't I 
environmentalpromises~ Wh,ile environmen- ~e IJ:ouse ~ffi~,~d~1993'tPey would . fOL~g" "riclli;1g,~d other,~,:'in~ustry:isasking the: fox~ t~'h~lpguardthe Forest&;rvice deal~ evenly and,~~, .; 
t3lists are Screaming about the Republican end the.practice, but It ,never happened. Theational'.uses." droll argumentation 19- ,chickeneoop. ' " ' ' ". ,1)()th enV1I'Onmentalists and loggmg,~.J .1 

, Congress'hacking away at environinentalsafe-~g $1 billion shortf8n in.1992~94 contin- .. l"', Hessel told the ASSociated Press . that be- nies. ~e rejects claims that the industry-ageQ";'. ';, f 
guards, they also know that the Democratic tied' the pattern', of the' past. Between 197~ ~~se ofcongressioruu budget cuts the Forest cy relationship is too '~l~. 1:t is ·mutually'rer:. , i 

) t', White House h¥betrayed them., With f~!I at- and 1991, theJox:e.s~5ervice l()Stmore than, ", servicenlllst.lean on ~dustry and its;logging spec$l," he t?ld me,Jast r~" '. ~ .' /i(~'. • j 
!: ...... ,:-_'iJiiW.asnmgteI1(ili&'environinentaimove- .$7.'2billioniriadministeringbelo~-cost~ber· "'_ >: '·",expertise.,· .'.' .'. '" ". Other enYtr~mnientalists havetumecHo,,'\ 

I ' 
i 
~ ... " 

\ . I 

r', . '.: 

t· 

"" ;", 

. ment has ,taken to the streets-or in thi~ ease . ,Sales. ,accOrding, to,' foriner DeinOCratic con- 'In' QctQber J993, , Congress : diiected the . mOderate Republicans to promOte their ~:, . ; 
,toilie logging roads~in protest..And ~t'~ , gressman Mike SyDafof.Oklahoma. . .... ', Forest Service !llld ,its Tim~r Theft'Task ' A seemingly, odd marriage of~ oon&eI~J{ 
exactly what is happening: Demonstrations' . ,The",Forest ServiCe says thar-below-cost . Force to"crack down on the'tlieft of air esti-tives and enVironmenta1ists has Conceived die ' 
are breaking out allover the Northwes,tas' the, S3I~ 'J:Jerieflt, the-foreSts ,.and local"econdmies:' '. . , mated .$100 riiillion' worth of:trees arinUanY' ,"Gr~SciSsors" coalition; aimed at. cuttinlx, . .; 
U.S. "Forest "5ervi~ launch~jts,iggr~e -But most ~ch on the subject ihdicales Qe- . . , froni'ptiblic lands~TIie, result, aq:or~ to 10 programs that waste federal moneyilDd ~~ , i 

n~w salvage 10di~da gC·camlin.prugn·d' . . _, :,' ,low~tsales'~ea losfu~proposip'~n f0r.~v,~ ...Forest 'SerVice' 1a,w'enfor~ment ag~nts Who th~en~nment"including ~erarunderF.~ '. 
. In 1~2, can ~e; ton an en~n ',' .'etYone except mdustry.and the Forest SeiVi(:e. . ~ wro~e a lettei'to Thomas 1I1 SePtember:1994,~ " ~,~ce domam. The ~llastar&etecL 'I 
mentalist-author-candidate AI Gore p~~ed to , (Wh~ congr¢ssional appiopIjation hashistor- :. was6utPgbt defiance fj:"o~ the' agencY's man- both below-Cost timl:ier, sales.·and :JoggiDg: inl ' 

. reverse 12 y~ o~ Rea~-Bush PQlicies that,. ic3fur been ~. on hoW m!-,ch tiplber is re- "agemen4 The agents· r~ported that their: su': . roadl~ areas. .' . , . J ,~ 
,4epletedthenations,p~b~cforestreserves~t inQVed,fro~public~d).,,' . , '. " ,'periois bad strippe5i.them·o(crime-fightjng. ,However,it is by no means certain the' . 
a rate of 70,0~ acres y-ear. ,They ,alsO saId, '"Many,thOUght ~Clinton appointment of . ' re501,1I'ces, tipped off industry representativeS Green Scissotsalliance. canoounter.the .,.,r' . i 

, ~ wot~· r~tO?I the ~ :e~ ~= l~~tim.e Forest Ser\1ce',biologist ,Jack Wcu:d ' .' to investigations II;IldtranSferred'them just. as ' .~e ~ti-regulatotY campaign 'ci the Re-:' .\ 
'. ,~ oes ~ess WI, ,. 'old Thomas as head,ofthe agency,was a step m tPey were about to cra~~. The ilgents· publicanCOngressorprodthedOrmant~' 

. "try ~~ pre~lde~t, ~;m~~~~~ur " . the right direction. -His inteJ;ltion, Thomas ,stated that 50 to 60 timber theft cases have House' into meaningful environmental actif. '1 

'~ton . t~~~ a :v~i~ audience on &rth ~d~ was to: restore a~tabilityanquSher . .: ~. g~n~ . stal~ ~der ~omas's. teilln:e. The ad- : ism .. The tini~r industry, PACs ~ ciWIi ~ 
. Day 1992:"1'11 rededicate' the agen-" 11l openn~to an a~eno/ that,for y~ balked ..-- ffil~strat10n s respo!1se was tellin~; In the ,away more 'm?ney, than the envnoomentatJ 

, . ' . at reporting an4. aCknowle.dgmg waste, fralld .: ' , spnng of J995, the task force was dis~ded; groups-and gIVen It more skillfully~ W'Jtbc.a,l . 
, , Steve Taylods a writer based in Portland; apd abuse; B,ut n~, .~o .Y(mSinto Thom-,:--- BY G SZUMOWSKI/INX, ' .F~~st Service management:said that budg~t ' areJiable ally in the White 'H~;, tIi! def~'i 
,'-, Ore. " . , ,'" , .,,',",,', I. ~s'steriur~;:it appears,tIieForest,Service, in- . '. . . . cuts,hadJorced the move. . _ " " ers of AmerlCa's,forestS 'are 10sfiJj,tbe ~\,' 
'~'~-----.-~--~.,--- ~-.~ .--.-.-------~- ~----,.-.:.,- .... -- .. ~--~~. -~.:. . - ---- -_._." .I;~. 
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From out of the West comes a strike force of 
By RICHARD LACAYO 

F REPRESENTATIVE DON YOUNG OF 

Alaska ever decides to raise some ex­
tra income, he can always lease out his 
Capitol Hill office as a wildlife muse­
um. A fonner trapper and riverboat 
captain, he works surrounded by his 
trophies: the heads of a ram and a wild 
boar, mounted moose horns and the 

prime exhibit, a towering Kodiak bear that 
he bagged on a hunting trip back home. You 
could say he was a man with a hands-on ap­
preciation of nature. Or you could say he's a 
guy who prefers his wildlife dead. 

Which description better suits him is a 
hot issue in Washington these days. Young, 
who once angrily flourished an oosik­
that's the penis bone of a walrus-at Mollie 
Beattie, the director of the Fish and 
Wildlife Service, is among the most power­
ful of a group of environmentally unfriend­
ly lawmakers trom Western states. As 
chaInnan of the House Resource?'Com­
mittee, he has decisive say over a contro­
versial rewrite-or ~:!!!ing as InteriofSec­
retifu' Bruce Babbitt has put it of the 1973 
Endangered Species AJ;j:. Last week Young 
and his allies rolled over Democrats and 
even a few moderate Republicans on the 
committee to move a step closer to a less ex­
pansive version of the law. In one of its 
most controversial provisions, it woUId 
eliminate a requirement that the entire 
habitats of endangered species, not just the 
indiVIdual creatmes must be protected. 
YOlmgsays the change will protect proper­
ty owners; environmentalists say it will 
doom animals. Even in his gentler mo­
ments, Young's distaste for elitist environ­
mentalists is clear: he once called them a 
"waffle-stomping, Harvard-graduating, in­
tellectual bunch of idiots." 

In case you didn't recognize it, that's 
the sound of the Western-state rebellion as 
it rumbles into the Beltway. With it comes 
the region's ancient resentment of Wash­
ington's rule, the same discontent that has 
gone national in recent years. It also brings 
to Capitol Hill the West's most abidjng is: 
sue, the land: who owns it. how to use it and 
wh~ides. Translated into Washington 
terms, that means ever more heated poli­
tics of the environment, as Western law-

68 

makers tear through two decades of regu­
lations. They are doing it with such success 
that many moderate Republicans-and 
even House Speaker Newt Gingrich-fear 
they are handing the Democrats a power­
ful issue. Democrats, including the Presi­
dent, couldn't agree more. 

The Endangered Species Act is only 
part of it. The Wild Westerners have set 
their sights on the clean air and water laws, 
wetlands protection and the further acquisi­
tion of federal lands. They want to increase 
logging in parts of Alaska's Tongass Nation­
al Forest, the nation's largest temperate rain 
forest and home of gnZZlies, eagles and 800-
year-old Sitka spruce. The Republican law­
maKers enVISion VIctOry III a I5-year battle to 
open part of Alaska's Arctic National. 
wrratifu Refuge, the 19-ffiillion-acre w.ilder­
nesS'area that is a breed-
ing-pound for the porcu- Ih -- -
pine caribou, to gas and 
oirdriIIrng. 

WI'iite Bill Clinton 
has threatened to veto 
some issues, last year's 
Republican sweep has 
put the Western lawmak­
ers, many of whom are 
longtime members of 
Congress, into a position 
to make good on their 
agenda. In the Senate, for 
example, Alaska's Frank 
Murkowski heads the 
counterpart panel to ' 

REP. JAMES HANSEN 

Young's House commit- thoU~ he failed to 
tee on resources. Be- get mining ok8yed near 
tween them, the two fero- Bryce Canyon, right, he has 
ciously prodevelopment come closer to his goal 
Alaskans oversee most of of closing some national parks. 
the natural-resources leg- He asks, ''Why keep putting 
islation that comes before money into problem parks 
Congress. Alaska's other when we can put it into 
RepUblican Senator, Ted high-visitation parks?" 
Stevens, runs the Govern- L_ " ___ _ 
mental Affairs Committee. That gives him a 
line of fire on the U.S. Forest Service, which 
oversees federal woodlands. 

From Utah, there's Representative Jim 
Hansen, compared by his detractors to 
James Watt, Ronald Reagan's steel-eyed In­
terior Secretary. Some of Hansen' s proposals 
in Congress, like opening up lands near 
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Bryce Canyon National Park, have gone 
nowhere at all. But as the new chairman of 
the National Parks~ Forests and Lands Sub­
committee, the eight-term Congressman, 
who has been bJ'!!lg for years to reduce fed­
eral lands.l..has thwarted environmentalists 
hopmg to designate 5.7 million acres of Utah 
as wilderness. A Hansen-sponsQred bill that 
was adopted by his committee in August 
would limit the new wilderness to 1.8 million 
acres. It would keep much of that land open 
to dams and pipelines, Jet Skis and off-road 
vehicles. 

qui-
much this year, in part 

because, in a tactic that Democ­
rats long ago raised to an art form, 
'many of the changes were at­
taclied as nders to appropriations 
billS that fund federal actiVities, 

rather than stand-alone billS debated opeilly 
on t1'leHoor of Congress. And many more are 
tucKed awa m bud et reconciliation bills 
that ou CQn ess in the next 
sever wee. e n ers in ude directives 
to the Environmental Protection Mency tQr­
bidding it to issue standards for measuring 
arsenic in tap water or to list new haZardous 
waste SItes for cleanup. Hansen baS spon­
sored a rider thilt sets up a comml§S]QD to 
coDSlder closing some of the 368 \tarks and 
oilier Sites run by the Nationat Par SerVice. 
He haS sald as many as 150 of them could go. 

<"' But with the spending bills heading for 
Clinton's desk, the quiet is ending. Mer 
months of searching for issues that will cut 
their way, battered Democrats have awak­
ened to the political advantage of forming a 
Praetorian Guard around Mother Earth. 
Thou2t Clinton haS been accused of being 

70 

just pale green, especially after he retreat-
, ed in 1993 from lID~osmg new grazmg tees 

on feaeraI lands,e White House has got 
the message. A1 Gore, a best-selling conser­
vationist, two weeks ago denounced Re- . 
publicans on the Hill for a "jihad against the 
environment" that had allowed lobbyists 

. from "the biggest polluters in America" to 
rewrite environmental law. And Clinton 
has threatened to veto any proyjsiDiiS]O 
penrut oil drillillg in the Arctic refugi, 

Why the change? Democrats are look­
ing at op'iiiion polls that consistently show 
bipiiffisan ma]onties in favor of strong pro­
tections for the environment. In a recent 
TIME/CNN poll, 63%' of those questioned 
opposed any reduction in protection for 
endangered species. Fifty-nin~ percent 
opposed the expansion of logging, mining 
or ranching on public lands. And 67% were 
against opening up the Arctic refuge to gas 
and oil eXploration. One o(the President's 
pollsters, Stan Greenberg, is advising Clin­
ton that defense of the environment plays 
well with many Perot supporters, who are 
inclined to see any attack on environmen­
tal law as one more case of special interests 
getting their way in Washington, 

When Democrats see opportunity, Re­
publicans see danger. Fearful oflosing the 
pro-green suburban voters who are crucial 
to their future, moderate Republicans, 
many of them from East Coast states, are 
voicing frustration with the rush on enVi­
ronmental regulations. "1 think it's going to 
be a huge issue against some Republicans 
in '96," says Representative Sherwood 
Boehlert of New York, who five years ago 
helped amend the Clean Air A~t to dis­
courage acid rain. "[Voters in '94] damn 
sure didn't vote to dismantle the agencies 
that protect our :water, our air, our land." 

TIME, OcrOBER 23,1995 

Hoping to keep his party from being 
pegged as Earth bashers, Newt Gingrich, 
who once interrupted a day of foreign-aid 
budget cutting in the House to ask his fellow 
Republicans to restore money to protect the 
African elephant, has established a Repub­
lican Task Force on the Environment, 
manned by moderates like Boehlert and 
Maryland's Wayne Gilchrest. The group has 
yet to meet ' 

Then again, Republican pollsters know 
that while voters usually say they favor con­
servation, the environment is not one of 
their top concerns, particularly if the dam­
age doesn't occur in their own backyard. 
And the Westerners are framing their at­
tack in the terms of the Republican agenda 
that voters went tor last ear: smaner ov­
ernment, re atggreform, budget cutting· 
and properlY ri ts. In resource-depen­
dent economIes like Alaska and the Pacific 
Northwest, they are also stressing job cre­
ation. "Eventually," says Young, "the work­
ing class, the poorer people, will realize that 
[tlie Endangered Species Act] is saving 
cnckefS over saVing babies." . 

Young helped wm hiS committee victo­
ry on the revised version of the act, which 
must still pass both full houses of Congress, 
by making sure that hearings showcased the 
hardships of property owners and "ordinary 
people." Another successful tactic was to 
make an end run around the subcommittee 
on Fisheries, Wildlife and Oceans, which is 
headed by Jim Saxton of New Jersey, a mod­
erate Republican who favors the law. In­
stead Young formed an endangered-species 
task force and turned it over to Representa­
tive Richard Pombo, a fourth-generation 
rancher from California's Central Valley 

PHOTOCOPY 
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who is at war with the Federal Government 
oyer land-use regulations. At Young's direc­
tion, Pombo scheduled hearings in rural . 
Western counties. Environmentalists com­
plained that speakers sympathetic to the 
law were squeezed out. What Pombo heard 
in abundance were stories oflocallandown­
ers who didn't see why they should lose the 
right to develop their property because an 
endan~ered species like the San Joaquin kit 
fox Iia made itself at home. 

So whose West IS It anyway? Critics of 
the rebellious Westerners m Congress say 
they rem re resent Ion me monied in­
teres. ecords of the Fe er E ection 
COiiiiiiiSsion show that many of them are 
heavil~ financed by campaipn money from 
oil an gas companies, minmg and logging 
interests, develo ers and growers. A ro-
pose Senate verSIOn 0 e En angere 
Species Act, sponsored by Slade Gorton of 
Washmgton, was written with the help of 
timber lobbyjsts. According to the Western 
States Center, a campaign-finance research 
enterprise, Senator Conrad Bums of Mon­
tana ot more Ulan a fourth of his cam a 
fun ing last year from such sources, an un­
usually high percentage. The League of 
Conservation voters gave him a score of 
zero for his votes in the last Congress. 

There are 17 million acres of national 
forest lands in Montana. Last year Bums in­
troduced a wilderness-protection bill for 
his state that called for safeguarding 
800,000 acres and easing commercial ac­
tivity restrictions on 5 million acres. Four­
teen energy companies worked to win ex­
clusion of a key part of this acreage, a 
100-mUe-long strip of remote terrain in 
northwestern Montana, known as . the 

Rocky Mountain Front, that could allow 
them to stake drilling claims. "The matchup 
was exact. His big campaign contributors 
got precisely the acreage that they wanted," 
insists John Gatchell, conservation director 
of the Montana Wilderness Association. 
But R'JPlS' ea~rness to whIm fedPrallW1d 
to state authority has also run afoul of 
sportsmen in his own state and party wh~ 
support preservation of federal lands for 
hunting and fiShing. "If the state getS Ule' 
laiW:s," predicts RepUblican state senator AI 
Bishop, "they will go on the sales block." 

Bums says he's merely doing what his 
constituents want. In the last election, he 
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points out, "I got 62% of the vote." The con­
stituencies of the West have been changing, 
however. Out-of-staters looking for a better 
life have -flowed into places likeColo~do 
and New Mexico, bringing CQDcerns g~r 
development. Even as Utah's Hansen was 
pusfurig JiiS nare-bones wilderness proposal, 
polls showed that a majority of his con­
stituents wanted more wilderness set aside. 
Says Ken Rait of the Southern Utah Wilder-
ness Alliance: "He calls what ' . 
will of the West. But whic 
inga ou. or now, it's Hansen's idea of e 
west that IS wiiming. -Reported by Michael 
Riley/Washington and Richard Woodbury/Denver 
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Dole Calls, for End to Molt Bilingual Education 
By Robert Sbog~= (e) 1995, Los Angeles 
Timer-= 

INDIANAPOLIS Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole called 
Monday for an end to most bilingual ~ucation and denounced 
new proposed standards for teaching history as he sought to 
cast his presidential bid as a defense of the nation's cultural 
heritage against divisive assaults by Washington and 
.. intellectu,al elites." 

Attacking what he called the •• embarrassed-to-be-American 
crowd," the leading candidate for the GOP president,ial 

,nomination told the 77th national convention of the American 
Legion that "if we are to return this country to greatness, we 
must do more than restore America's defenses. 

"We must return as a people to the original concept of what 
it means to be ~ American," Dole said, adding that the goal 
required adherence to a common language and a 
long-agreed-upon version of the nation's history. 

The Kansas senator's proposal to end most bilingual classes, 
if carried out, could uproot policies in moSt states under which 
children who have limited fluency in English are taught at 
least part of the day in their native language. ' 

The impact would be particularly profound in California, 
with its growing population of Latinos and Asian Americans, 
home to, roughly a third of the non-English-speaking school 

. children in the nation. California schools spend an estimated 
$400 million a year to teach some 1.2 million children in 
languages other than English. ' , 

Dole's plan, would eliminate bilingual education altogether 
except for language classes designed to help immigrants and 
their families learn English. He would ban courses aimed at 
"instilling ethnic pride, or as a therapy for low self-esteem" or 
inspired by .. elitist guilt," Dole said. 
. 'In addition to denouncing bilingual classes, Dole also argued 

that English should formally be proclaimed the nation's official 
language.. . 

As for the proposed national hiStory standards a set of 
voluntary guidelines for teaching history in primary and 
secondary schools Dole complained that they suggest . 
.. concentrating on some of our worst moments," such as 
McCarthyism and the rise of the Ku Klux Klan, without even 
describing George Washington as the nation's fU'St president. 
The guidelines_ have been widely criticized since being released 
late last year by the UCLA National Center for History. They 
are currently being revised, and a' new set is expected to be 
issued later this month. 

Dole's speech here on values, together with another t&lk 
scheduled for Tuesday in Chicago in which aides have said he 
will espouse pro-growth economic policies, represent a ' 
do.uble-barreled' effort by the senator to provide his candidacy 
with the ideological definition an~ emotional inspiration which 
critics contend it has so far lacked. 

Dole told his fellow legionnaires that adherence to a 
common language, history and code of values have'held 
Americans together through the years despite their racial'and 
ethnic diversity. Now, ihough, he warned, th,is unity is 
threatened by the "false theories" of the 
"embarrassed-to-be-"American crowd," particularly in the arena 
of public education. 

(Begin optional trim) 

, The speeches to the Legion here Monday and to the 
Economic Club of Chicago Tuesday-come at .what could be a 
critical moment in which the Republican Senate leader's 
third drive for the presidency badly needs a lift. 

Though Dole still holds Ii commanding lead in the polls over 
his Republican rivals, his candidacy has. recently seemed to be 
sputtering, a dangerous perception for a front-runner. He could 
do no better than a tie against Gramm in a recent straw poll of 
Republicans aitending an Iowa party convention. His campaign 

was further embarrassed when Dole's managers decided to .. 
return and publicly disavow a campaign contribution from a 
gay Republican group which they had previously solicited. 
Burdened with his responsibilities on the Capitol Hill, the 
candidate has had t~ face moun~g complaints that he lacks a 
compelling message. 

(End· optional trim) 

Dole drew a warm response from .those in attendance at this 
city's convention Center. "He thinks like I think, for God 'and 
country," said Norman E. "Pappy" Lamar, of Shreveport, La., 
a 73-year-old former second lieutenant who served as a . 
bombardier- navigator on a B-26 Martin Marauder in the 
European theater of operations during World War II. 

But other Americans, particularly those with Latino roots, 
.' took a dimmer view of Dole's advocacy' of English as an 
official language. "Promoting intolerance, particularly at the. 
presidential level, is not what this country is looking for," ' 
contended Raul Yzaguirre president of the National Council of 
La Raza, an umbrella group for more than 200 Latino civil 
rights and community dev~lopment organizations with a total 
membership of 2.5 million. 

New Timber Law Revives Debate Over Salvage 
Logging By Frank Clifford= (e) i995, LOs 
Angeles Times= 

High in the EI Dorado National Forest in California, 
overlooking Lake Tahoe, lumberman Cecil Wetzel eyed an 
SO-foot-high ponderosa pine that the federalgoverDment won't 
let him cut down . 

"I'll be honest with you. I lust after a tree like that," Wetzel 
said, estimating its market value at around 57,000. 

For three years, Wetzel's company and the rest of 
California's timber industry have been shut out of much of the 
Sierra Nevada as a result of environmental pressures. WetZel 
said he had to layoff 45 percent of his work force and across 
the Sierra 10 sawmills have shut down. 

But the balance of power in the nation's forests is shifting. 
Congress has passed a law allowing the Forest Service to 
sidestep environmental regulations, lwring review of loggipg 
decisions and sharply limiting the ability of opponents to block 
tree cutting in the courts. 

Dubbed . 'logging without laws" by critics. its enactment I4st 
month marks-the fU'St major leg!slative victory of a 
Republican-led Congress intent on relaxing many of the 
landmark environmental laws passed during the last 25 years. 

The timber law focuses on ailing national forests like' 
those in the Tahoe basin that are full of dead trees 
lar8elY the result of drought, disease, insect plagues and 
past forestry practices. Sponsors of the law insist that 
emergency measures are necessary to reduce the danger of 
catastrophic fU'~ posed by huge accumulations of deld-aPd 
dying timber in forests across the West. 

But the law would also allow many of the large, live 
trees that environmentalists want left alone to be cut 
from the same forests. Indeed, .Congress wants to double 
the amount of marketable timber that loggers are allowed 
to salvage from those forests. 
Th~e is more at stake than the size of next yC!!"s 

timber harvest. The new legislation, in effect, repudiates 
years of environmental thinking abOut forest health. 
AdvQ9ates of the law take the position that preserYing 
trees isn't always good for the woods. 

According to this theory, there are times when even the 
removal of cherished old growth the grandest trees in the 
forest IS necessary to eradicate blight, let in more 
sunlIght and promote the regeneration of healthy forests_ 
The approach can even mean taking out mature trees that -



currently provide homes for threatened and endangered 
species, such as the spotted owl. 

President Clinton signed the law in July, but 
nonetheless ordered the Forest Service to 8ii1deby all 
environmental rules in setting how much timber could be 
removed. The order has the effect of cutting California's 
potential timber harvest under the new law by 30 F"nt, 
enraging the' logging industry. 

For years, the timber'industry has complained bitterly 
that ~hibitions against cutting the biggest~mQU 
valuable trees in the foreSt were costing thousands of, 
jobS. closing hundreds- of sawmills and wreaking havoc with 
the economies of rural, timber-dependent towns. 

Iri recent years, for example, several Sierra Nevada 
counties have seen timber revenues, which finance school 
and road maintenance budgets, fall by 50 percent or more. 

Yet, it was the weather, more than economics, that 
provided the impetus for a policy change. 

After seven years of drought across'much of the West, 
~, nutrient-starved forests were unable to repel 
deadly insect infestations. Meanwhile, more and more 
people were moving to rural communities surrounded by 
national forests ana lending a human diJDension to the 
growin..s threat, of wildfue. 

The timber industry argued that legislation was needed 
to allow massive thinning of forests, to clear out 
flammable dead wood and to stop the spread of ~to 

,still-healthy trees. But to make it all pencil out, the 
industry said it also needed unfettered-,~ss to more 
valuable live trees. 

The only way to get the job done, the industry 
maintained, was to set, aside burdensome regulations and to 
prohibit the kind of environmental challenges that had 
curtailed harvesting of timber in national forests. 

"It was the only way we could figure out to move some 
volume out of the forests before the trees all rotted," , 
saidDon Crandell, vice president of the American PUlp and 
Paper Association. 

No one denies that the abundance of rotten trees 
aggravates the frre danger: The Lake Tahoe basin is ,a good 
example of what can happen when too many trees vie for too 
little sustenance. 

"Everybody is alarmed about the situation," said one 
local flIe official. ' , You can hear people in the casinos 
talking about the dead trees." 

Bristling like matchsticks from the mountain sides, an ' 
estitwd.ed 25 percent to 30 percent of the trees rising 
from the Tahoe basin are dead or dying, giving the green 
slopes a sickly brown pallor. 

(Begin optional trim) 

Tahoe's natural beauty along with its popularity as a 
tourist destination have made it something of a poster 
child in the campaign to accelerate logging. 

"You've got a huge wildflIe disaster waiting to blow up," 
said Neil Sampson, a scientist with American Forests, a 
Washington, D.C., foundation that has called for increased 
logging of national forests. 

What worries people most is the prospect of 150,000 visitors 
and residents pinned down by the kind of explosive frre that 
roared through Yellowstone National Park in 1988. 

(End optional trim) 

In Sacramento, Calif., the governor's office regards 
the situation in Tahoe as serious enough to warrant the 
formation of a task force to expedite tree thinning on 
private property. But it's the condition of the three 
national forests that occupy much of the 6,OOO-square-mile, 
basin that has officials most alarmed. 

In its South Lake Tahoe office, the Forest Service has' 

a map illustrating the extent of the fue danger. It shows 
the lake tightly ringed by a series of tear drop-shaped 
red hot spots. 

For ~ several Years. the Forest Scnj~e has been 
trying to get timber companies to log the~_hot 'POts but 
achieved only limited ~ss. 

"A' lot of the time we get no bidders." said ~ohn 
Swanson. a Forest Service flIe and timber specialist. 
"There's a frustration OYer wildlife protectio~ 
water-quality issues. It's the perception by people in the 
bus~Ss that they hive to jump through too many h.Q9'ps.-and 
that in the end they can't take enough big, live trees to 
make a profit." , 

Environmentalists argue that the forests wouldn't be in 
such bad shape today if timber companies hadn't taICen so 
many big trees in the past. In the absence of large hardy 
pine trees, they maintain, 
a dense growth of we~er and shorter fu trees sprouted to 
compete for nutrients that have become increasingly scarce. ' 

In their view salvage logging, by continuing to allow 
the taking of large healthy trees will only aggraya~e 
problem. 

Yet, Tahoe fue officials insist that salvage logging 
can reduce the fue danger without denuding forests. 

(Optional add end) 

They point to Incline Village, a small, well-to-do 
community on Tahoe's northeast shore. 

A helicopter logging operation there removed most .of 
the dead trees from steep slopes without destablizing the 
soil or cutting down many big, live trees. But it cost the 
community about S I million to subsidize the job, and for 
that reason it is not considered a practical option for 
most of the basin. 

• 'For a timber company to bid on a job; they are going 
to have to take some live trees," said Incline's frre 
marshal, Gerry Adams. ,. And there IS always the danger 
that they will take out more trees than they should to 
make a profit." 

But if the pr<>blem isn't dealt with soon, Adams said, 
there won't be enough live timber left to attract any bidders to 
the basin. -
~ are places in the forests up here where there is 80 

percent mortality," Ad8IIiS said. "Thilt means no Vifueat all." 

Outcome of Iowa Caucuses May, Hinge on Gay 
Rights Issue By Bob Sipchen= '(c) 1995, Los 
Angeles Times= 

DES MOINES, Iowa The morning ~fore Bill Hom set off 
to establish his new missionary outpost, worshipers at the 
Springs of Life Ministries in Lancaster, Calif., asked God to 
give him courage. 

Their prayers on that February morning in 1994 were not 
unlike those that church congregations across America offer as 
missionarles embark for Rwanda, Bolivia or the Philippines. 

But Springs of Life parishioners believe that there is now a 
more imporqmt front in the war between good and evil. 

So the next day, Hom and his wife, Staci, herded their five 
young children into their minivan and pointed it across the 
desert toward Iowa. Hom's mission: to make a st4nd against 
the moral decay he sees gnawing from the East and West 

-coasts into the Heartland. 
Eighteen months later, Hom has certainly made his mark. 
Next week, Des Moines residents will vote in a school board 

election that Hom helped tum into a battle over what he terms 
.. the homosexual agenda" to undermine the American family. 
The tone of that contest is reflected by the fact that one 
candidate wears a bulletproof vest. 



Dole Blasts Clinton, Calls Economic Strategy 
Obsolete By Tim Sborroc~ The Journal of 
Commerce Knight-Ridderffribune Business News 

WASHINGTON--Sep. 6--Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole 
Tuesday attacked President Clinton for appealing to ... envy and 
class warfare" and promised to restore U.S. econOmIC growth 
by overhauling the tax system and freeing entrepreneurs from 
the "heavy hand" of government regulations. 

In a speech to the Economic Club of Chicago, the 
Republican front-runner hammered away at his evolving 
campaign theme of less government, arguing that his 

-pro-business views are better suited to the 21 st c:entwy ~ 
the .. obsolete economic model" adopted by President Clmton. 

Mr. Dole predicted a tough fight this fall in Congress over 
Republican proposals to slash the federal budget. President 
Clinton has vowed to veto spending bills that cut into 
education, worker safety and other programs he has 
championed. 

"This will not be ~n autumn of compromise," Mr. Dole 
said. Much of Tuesday's speech appeared to be aimed at voters 
attracted by Mr. Dole's chief rival in the Republican 
presidential race, Sen. Phil Gramm, R- Texas, who has cut into 
Mr. Dole's support with a radical program for business . 
deregulation. Another Republican conten~r, Sen. Richard 
Lugar, R- Ind., is pushing for a flat tax. ' \ 

Mr. Dole didn~ go that far. Instead, he proposed a sweeping 
tax refonn that would release more capital for investment and 
require "little or no tax" for families earning $30,000 a year 
and less. By lowering business taxes and ending the capital 
gains tax, the government would spark an •. explosion" in job 
creation, investment and growth, Mr. Dole said. 

Changes in capital gains treatment, he said, were badly 
needed so U.S. entrepreneurs can compete with their rivals 
overseas . 

.. When it comes to competition with countries like Germany 
and Japan -who hardly tax capital gains at all - we'ie tying 
the hands of the most productive, most innovative people in 
our economy,"· he said. 

Meanwhile, in a Labor Day speech Monday, President 
Clinton defended his economic programs, which he said have 
created 7.5 million new jobs and record corporate profits. 

At the sametime, he urged U.S. companies to "follow the 
lead of our best employers and share more of those profits 
with their working people." 

The average executive, he said, now makes 120 times what 
the average worker on the shop floor makes, up fro~ 12 times 
30 years ago. 

Workers" deserve their fair share of their own productivity 
and competitiveness," he said. 

u.s. faces NAFTA challenge over logging 
program By William DiBenedetto Journal or 
Commerce 

SEATTLE Environmental groups in Mexico and Canada 
have joined their U.S. counterparts in a claim that the United 
States undermined the North AmericaD Free Trade Agreem~nt 
when it adopted a salvage logging program for Washington 
and Oregon 

The groups have taken their case to an environInental _ 
commission estabhshed by tfult agreement, where a finding in 
their favor ultimately could hurt Noffiiwest timber harvests and 
sales of dead, dying or fire-damaged trees. 

The Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund, on behalf of 26 groups 
(including groups in Mexico and Canada), contends the United 
States violated NAFT A rules by suspending enforcement of 
U.S. eilvironment laws. That was done, it Said. when Congress 
partially opened logging on federal land that had been closed 
for SIX years to protect the .. endangered" Dorthern spotted owl 
and the marbled murre let. 

The logging provision .. is a far-reaching a~ult on U.S: . 
public forests and environmental laws," the. Sierra Club S81d. m 
its petition. While the provision leaves envuonmental law~ ~ 
place, it .. eviscerates effective enforcement of those laws, It 
said. 

1'ile1Ogging petition was filed with the North Ame~can. 
Commission on Envuonmental Coo ration (NACEC), which 
was crea a NAFT A side a ement ut of concern t 
the 'NAFT A sigJUltories may use· the pact to weake~r 
deliberately soft pedal on enforcing environmental standards. 

The commission's mandate is to promote environmental 
protection and enforcement in North America. 

The single petition on behalf of groups in the NAFT A 
countries is in line with efforts by North American· 
environmentalists to coordinate their battles and avoid 
inundating the commission with separate cases. A similar joint 
effort Occurred earlier this year when environmentalists, led by 
Mexican groups, asked the commission to investigate 
mysterious bird deaths in Central Mexico. 

In the United States, James Geisinger of the Northwest 
Forestry Association said this shift of the logging issue to an 
international forum won't intimidate the industry in its 
long-running battle with environmentalists to increase timber 
sales. 

Bruce Lippke, director of the Center for International Trade 
in Forest Products, added that environmentalists •• obviously 
are just switching legal courts used to override recent attempts 
to release timber sales." . 
. He said it is not so much the amount of timber involved in 
this case that is important a relatively small amount at perhaps 
500 million. board feet as much as the precedent the Sierra 
Club's action could set. 

Last July, President Clinton signed a budget reduction 
measure that included the salvage logging rider drafted by Sen. 
Slade Gorton, R-Wash. The provision would pe~t timber 
companies to practice forest management techniques in 6,000 
acres of timberland by harVesting and selling dead and .dying 
~s. . 
It was backed by the Northwest timber industry, which 

has seen its production and export levels decline drastically 
since environmental laws were applied to species in the region 
starting in 1989. More than ~40 mills 'have closed since that 
date and more thAn 30,000 primary mill and woods jobs have 
been lost. The Northwest's export share of forest products is 
down 24 percent since 1989. 

But environmental groups said the logging rider goes too far 
because it also authorizes the cutting of healthy ancient forests 
in the Northwest and the cutting of healthy live trees across 
the nation under its broad defInition of salvage Jogging. 

Equally disturbing, they said, is the suspension of citizen 
appeals and JUdiCial enforcement of U.S. environmental 
stan~ds, including the Clean Water Act, Endangered Species 
Act,forest management laws and U.S. trea'r obligations., 

"This is exactly what the NAFTA environmental agreemept 
is su,eeosed to prevent," said Patti Goldman, attorney for the 
defense fund ... It is hard to imagine a clearer violation of the 
NAFT A environmental principles," she said. 

Bill Arthur, another Sierra Club representative, said, 
"During the NAFTA debate, many Americans feared that 
Mexico might lead a 'race to the bottom' by lowering 
environmental standards to help its industries." 

It is ironic, therefore. that the United States is the 
fIrst North American country to try to suspend its 
environmental standards, in this case to help the timber 
industry, he said. 

If commissioners from two of the three NAFT A countries 
appro~e, Nacec. may mvesttgate the charges and prepa~e a 
report. ItS report could lead to further action, incl~ 
government-to-government consultation and the creation of 
an arbitration panel that could impose fmes against ~e 
UnitedStates or suspend trade benefits if II pattem of 
environmental .. nonenforcement" is found. 



RaDdy Weaver will t.eatify first ill eoD&reuionai 
bearings iata Ruby Ridge By David Jackson 
Dallas MorniD& News 

WASHINGTON Randy Weaver's story is only the 
beginning. 

Weaver is the flrst witness Wednesday as the Senate begins 
hearings into the 1992 siege at Ruby Ridge, Idaho, including 
the shooting deaths of his unarmed wife, their 14-year-old son 
and a federal marshal. 

But the Subcommittee on Terrorism, Technology and 
Government Information has scheduled up to ten days of 
testimony, covering not only speciflcally the Ruby Ridge 
incident but also the general nature of federal law enforcement. 

Subcommittee members plan to review "shoot on sight" . 
orders that led to Vicki Weaver's death, as well as allegations 
that high-ranking FBI officials destroyed documents and lied to 
investigators about the origin of those orders. Five FBI 
officials have been suspended pending a criminal cover-up 
investigation. 

Sen. Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania, the subcommittee 
chairman who is also seeking the Republican presidential 
nomination, said the hearings also will whether the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms entrapped Weaver on illegal 
weapons charges. 

Justice Department officials have asked the senator to delay 
the hearings until after a criminal investigation into allegations 
of a cover-up is complete. He has said his subcommittee would 
be careful not to hinder that probe. 

The senator said he plans to seek testimony from the flve 
suspended FBI officials That prospect creates what some 
Jus~ Department officials called a public relations 
nightmare: FBI officials invoking their Fifth Amendment right 
ag~f-incriminati<?n, or seeking immunity so that their 
congressional testimony could not be used against them in any' 
futUre trials: 

BUt flrst comes the testimony of Weaver, a white separatist 
who has become an icon to the anti-government militia 
movement. In 1991, he was charged with selling two illegally 
sawed-off shotguns to an ATF informant. Weaver has said the 
ATF charged him in retaliation for his refusal to become an 
informant himself. 

After Weaver failed to make a 1991 court date on the 
weapons' charges, federal agents began a yearlong surveillance 
of his cahin in rugged Northern Idaho. 

That operation erupted in gunflre on Aug. 21, 1992, as 
agents moved in closer, and Deputy U.S. Marshal William 
Degan and 14-year-old Samuel Weaver were shot to death. 

The next day, an FBI sharpshooter frred at Weaver, 
wounding him in the arm. The shooter then shot at Weaver 
friend Kevin Harris as he raced toward the cabin. The bullet 
struck Weaver's wife as she stood behind the open cabin door. 

Weaver surrendered nine days later. The local U.S. attorney 
prosecuted him and Harris for murder, but they were a~quitted. 

Early this year, FBI Director Louis Freeh initially 
disciplined 12 agents for Ruby Ridge, including a letter of 
censure for supervisor Larry Potts. But at the same time, Freeh 
recommended Potts' promotion to deputy director, a proposal 
that Attorney General Janet Reno approved. 

This last May, one of the other disciplined agents 
complained in a letter to the Justice Department that the 
internal investiga~ion was designed to shield Potts' role 
in approving the shoot on sight orders. 

Potts has denied ever approving such an order. But because 
of the renewed controversy over Ruby Ridge, Freeh demoted 
Potts in July. He later suspended him and four other agents, 
including Danny 0. Coulson, the special agent in charge of the 
Dallas office. Coulson also denies participating in a cover-up, 
Justice Department officials said. 

, ' 

Hillary CliDtoa llebukel China for violation of 
women'. rilbts By Gayle Reaves Dallas Momin& 
News 

BEIJING First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton on Tuesday 
strongly criticized China's human-rights record and called on 
all countries to remedy violations of women's human rights. 

Without mentioning the host country by name, Clinton told 
delegates to the U.N. 4th World Conference on Women that 
policies of forced abortion and sterilization, which China has 
long been accused of practicing, ~ust be recognized as 
human-rights violations. 

In the impassioned speech, she criticized Chinese attempts to 
silence and deny visas to some of the 23,000 participants at 
the non-governmental organizations' forum in nearby Huairou. 

"It is indefensible that many women in non-governmental 
organizations who wished to participate in this conference have 
not been able to attend or have been prohibited from fully 
taking part," she said. 

There was no immediate response from the Chinese 
government. 

Clinton had been expected to tread carefully on subjects that 
might offend the Chinese hosts. Her visit has been criticized 
by some who think it legitimizes a government with a poor 
human-rights record. 

U.S. delegates suggested, however, that her strong but 
diplomatic words had helped draw attention to China's 
repressive actions, and could increase pressure for change. 

"I thought she was brave," said U.S. delegate Marie Wilson, 
director of the Ms. Foundation. "She gave the human-rights 
message but she did it artfully." 

"She took the stand that most Americans hoped she would," 
said Sister Dorothy Ann Kelly, another U.S. delegate. 

Even U.S. Rep. Chris Smith, R-Del., a frequent Clinton 
administration critic, had nice things to say. "I was 
encouraged that she raised a very serious litany of 
human-rights abuses," Smith said. 

The congressman, however, said he wished that she had 
been more speciflc about countries involved in rights abuses. 

It was not just Americans who gave Clinton a standing 
ovation. 

"It was a speech the world needed to hear," said Cheryl 
Astwood Tull, a legislator and delegate from the Turks and 
Caicos Islands. 

"I think she has woman in her heart," said Hafsatu 
Mormoni, a Nigerian journalist. Clinton addressed the concerns 
of women in all their roles, she said. 

In her remarks, Clinton repeatedly returned to the idea of 
giving women their rightful voice, and of recognizing the 
problems faced by women as central to human rights concerns. 

"It is time to break our silence," she said. " It is 
time for us to say here in Beijing, and the world to hear, 
that it is no longer acceptable to discuss women's rights 
as separate from human rights," she said. 

"Even today, there are those who are trying to silence 
our words," she said. "The voices of this conference and 
of the women at Huairou must be heard loud and clear." 

Clinton drew the strongest response from her audience 
when she began to list violations against women worldwide. 

"It is a violation of rights when babies are denied 
food or drowned ... simply because they are born girls. It 
is a violation of rights when women and girls are sold 
into the slavery of prostitution," she said. 

.. If there is one message that echoes forth from this 
conference, it is that human rightS are women's rights ... 
and women's rights are human rights," she said. 

One passage in the address appeared to refer to 
Chinese-American activist Harry Wu, who was arrested, 
tried and convicted by the Chinese government for 
documenting human-rights violations there, then ejected 
just a few days before the NGO Forum began. The Clinton 
administration waited until Wu's release before deciding 



ElWirOlHlleDtaIiIU FigIM .. saw Loggillg Rule, 
Endangerillg NAIi'T A Espaasioa By Joba Maggs, 
The Jouroal ef Cemmeru 
Knight-RidderlfribuDe BusiDess News 

WASHINGTON-Aug. 31--Environmentalists this week may 
have handed the Republican-controlled Congress a powerful 
argument for resisting the Clinton administration's attempt to 
expand the 'coverage of a North American environmental 
commission to Chile and the rest of the Western Hemisphere. 

The Sierra Club and the Natural Resources Defense Council 
plan to challenge a cootroversw suspensiOn of loggmg fules 
under the provisions of that commission. created in cpnnectWn 
with the North American Free Trade Agreement. 

The new logging law, passed as part of a spending cuts 
bill signed by President Clinton, would ease limits on . 
. . salvage logging" on federal land. 
Th~ timber industry and its advocates on Capitol Hill . 

say the easing would allow the prudent harvesting of dead 
or diseased timber now off limits under the Endangered 
Species Act and a number of environmental laws. 

Environmentalists say the law puts almost no limits on 
what is deemed dead or diseased, and uses the label of 
.. salvage logging" to roll back dozenS of environmental 
laws to allow the clear-cutting of federal lands. 

Their_challenge rests on the fact that GOP 
congressional leaders chose to ease· the limits on salvage· 
10ggUlg by suspending the application of environmental 
laws Ui this case, instead of amending these laws. To avoid 
a full-blown debate on laws like the Endangered Species 
Act, the Republicans simply decreed in their le~tion 
that, as far as future salvage logging was concerned, such 
laws are being complied with. 

The North American Agreement on Environmental 
Cooperation was set up to investigate complaints about 
countries tluit fad to enforce their environmental laws. 
U.s. Trade Representative Mickey Kantor said in 1993 it 
was needed to ensure that Mexico and Canada did not use 
environmental law enforcement to give its manufacturers a 
competitive advantage. 

At the time, some Republicans wary of the environmental 
side agreement warned it could be used by U.S. environmental 
groups to block deregulation in the United States. The prospect 
of a major loosening in environmental law skyroCketed when 
RepUblicans took control of CongresS last year, and the salvage 
logging law is one of the first exampies. 

Congress could be debating those issues again this fall 
if it considers legislation to expand the NAFT A to Chile. 
Mr. Kantor is insisting that the environmental rules for 
North America must be expanded to· Chile as pm of the 
trade talks. GOP leaders would be sensitive to claims that 
the ;mmission could be used to challenge U.S. laws .. 

Legalexpe.!!S who helped draft the NAFT A environmental 
side agreement were split about the potential for winning 
the challenge. 

several said that, notwithstanding the semantics of 
whether laws are being suspended or amended in this case, 
the agreement was never intended to challenge acts of 
natiOnal legislatures .•• It seems to me that the 
commission will have no role when Congress has spoken," . 
~id Charles Roh, a former aide to Mr. Kantor who worked 
on the side agreement. 

Another lawyer, who helped design the North American 
commission and who spoke on condition he not be 
identified, said that there might be room for the 
commission to decide that laws were simply being evaded by 
the salvage logging provision Passed by Congress. 

The position of the Clinton administration on this 
issue is complex. Mr. Clinton objected to the salvage. 
logging provision. While in the end he signed the spenc!ing 
cut bil1 his aides have made no secret of their 
o~sition to the salvage logp;ins sec.ti.on: 

At the same time, officials from the Forest service and 
the Justice Department were advising Republican leaders on 
how to avoid the Sierra Club challenge. In the final 
version of the legislation, a provision was added th8't 
cJeclares that salvage logging is not in violation of any 
international agreements signed by the United States. 



Perot suggests ... iuue eveats By David 
Jacksoa Dallas Moniag News 

WASHINGTON Ross Perot, warning that voters will seek 
alternatives if the two major parties fail to address national 
problems, said Wednesday that he might follow the recent 
Dallas issues conference with a series of one-day sessions 
across the countIy. 

"There's so much interest in the issues conferences 
that people have asked us to go on the road," the Dallas 
billionaire said after testifying before a Senate 
committee on the solvency of Medicare and Medicaid, a 
potential topic for the issues conference. . 

The founder of United We Stand America said voters were 
restless for a legitimate alternative to the .two major 
parties, and, "They're mad at me for not doing it now." 

'Perot, who captured 19 percent of the vote in the 1992 
presidential election, declined to say whether he 
personally would provide sUch an alternative in 1996. 

"The facts are we need to stop and say, 'What is the 
best thing for our countIy1"' he told reporters, "If you' 
could revitalize the two parties make it work then you 
could put everything back on track in a few months. 

, 'If they are not going to be sensitive to the needs of 
the American people, then the other (alternative) will 
have to take place. And believe me, there is a ftrestorm 
out there wanting it." 

Perot said United We Stand America did not want to 
fight the parties but rather to encourage them, perhaps 
through future issues conferences modeled on the one held 

. Aug. 11-13 in Dallas. 
That event covered a variety of issues and drew every 

Republican presidential candidate, House Democratic leader 
Dick Gephardt of Missouri and White House adviser Thomas 
F. "Mack" McLarty. 

Perot said any' future such events likely would be 
one-day affairs focusing on specific topics; such as 
Medicare. 

"We're talking about it right now," Perot said. "But 
aga~, everything we do since we're spending real money, 
not taxpayers' money is to figure out: Is this the right 
thing to do? Is this something that people are really 
interested in 1" 

In his testimony to the Senate Finance Committee, Perot 
said the government needed to redesign the Medicare and 
Medicaid systems to cut costs and force' recipients to be 
more disciplined about how they spend benefits. 

Perot displayed charts from his new book, "Intensive 
Care," showing that'Medicare and Medicaid are going broke 
because inflation in he~lth care costs and projected 
growth in the number of persons eligible for benefits are 
outpacing revenues that pay for the programs. 

Republican committee members praised Perot and his 
book. Their party's budget proposal would save a projected 
$270 billion from Medicare and $182 billion from Medicaid 
over seven years. 

, 'I believe we can provide better service while 
restraining Medicare's projected growth," said Sen. 
William Roth, R-Del. 
, No Democrats appeared at the hearing. A spokesman for 

the U.S. Department of Heal~ and H~ Services monitored 
the proceedings. ' 

Victor Zonana, a deputy assistant secretary of Health 
and Human Services, said the Clinton administration, 
through pilot programs in various states, already was 
doing many of the things Perot suggestec:l. 

Zonana, calling Medicare and Medicaid "sacred trusts" 
that have helped people live longer lives, said the 
Republican plan would cut off benefits for too' many 
people. He, also said the Republicans would use the savings 
to fmance tax cuts for the wealthy. 

"There's a right way and a wrong way to bring these 

costs under control," Zonana said. 
Republicans accused the Democrats of fear-mongering and 

not facmg up to the fact that the system is running out 
of money. ' 

"We're basically shunning our responsibility and 
obligation if we don't address this and tIy to moderate 
the growth of this program and keep it solvent for future 
generations," said Sen. Don Nickles, R-Okla. 

Perot told committee members that the two parties have 
to work together, lest future generations inherit 
tremendous fiscal problems. ' 

"Divided teams lose, united teams win," Perot said. 
"We can win one for the American people if we·say, 'Bury 
the partisan bickering, bury the tricks and propaganda as 
we apprOach aD election year.'" 

Raids inflict major loss on Serb 'military, U.N. 
commanders say By Gregory Katz Dallas 
Morning News 

BERLIN U.N. commanders said Wednesday that the 
sustained NATO bombing raids against the Bosnian Serbs had 
substantially reduced their ability to launch artillery attacks on 
Sarajevo civilians. 

"We have made a serious reduction in the Serb artillery 
around Sarajevo," said Lt. Gen. Bernard Janvier, the U.N. force 
commander. He said the bombing 'runs, backed by the heavy 
guns of the Rapid Reaction Force, would continue until the 
Serb threat is ended. 

The extensive aerial attack was launched in retaliation for 
, , 

the Bosnian Serb shelling of Sarajevo's central market, which ' 
killed 37 people on Monday. Western leaders had warned in 
July that such an attack would prompt air assaults against 
Bosnian Serb positions. 

The air raids, which started before dawn Wednesday and 
continued after nightfall, damaged or destroyed Vital Bosnian 
Serb air defense systems, ammunitions depots, artillery 
positions, and communications facilities. The extent of the 
damage is not yet known. 

"The operation looks very successful," agreed NATO 
sPokesman Franco Veltri. "But it will take some time to have 
Ii realbattle-dauiage assessment." 

NATO SecretaJy-General Willy Claes said the raids the 
largest operation in NATO history may intensify in coming 
days if the Serbs don't withdraw from artillery positions 

, threatening Bosnian civilian centers. . 
About 60 NATO warplanes at least 50 of them American 

'conducted the raids. More than French, British and Dutch 
'troops of the Rapid Reaction Force Used howitzers to launch 
more than 600 shells at Bosnian Serb positions in the 
mountains outside Sarajevo. 

,A French Mirage 2000c'fighter was shot down by a Serb 
missile dUring the assaults, which were launched from NATO 
air bases in Italy and from the USS Theodore Roosevelt, a 
U.S. aircraft carrier in the Adriatic Sea off Croatia. 

U.S. officials said it is thought the pilot and co-pilot ejected 
and probably survived. The plane was destroyed over enemy 
territory near Pale, the Bosnian Serb headquarters. 

NATO fighters also bombed Serb radar sites, army barracks 
and air defense systems near Pale, Tuzla and Gorazde, both 
l)N.-declared, "safe areas" that have come under Serb attack in 
reccnt;months. 

The goal of the fIrSt NATO fighters was to remove the 
Bosnian ,Serb air defense system to establish regional air 
superiority. The Serbs had used the threat of 
surface-to-air missiles to challenge NATO planes in the 
last year. 

After taking out the missile and radar sites, NATO aircraft 
began attacking the Serbs' military infrastructure. Sarajevans 
could see snioke rising Wednesday morni.n8 from an arms 
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WASHINGTON 
HUD: Train tenants 
of public housing 

The Clinton administration pro­
posed converting public ho~ 
projects into "learning campuses," 
where-tenants would take courses 
or participate in job trailiing as a 
condition of living there: The idea 
is to replicate a college environ­
ment of living in dormitories while 
pursuing a degree, BUD Secretary 
Henry Cisneros' said Tuesday. 
. Unlike college, ~ would be 
offered to all residents, from tod-

AP dlers to the elderly, through day­
CISNEROS: Wants care or life-enrichment programs. 
'Ieaming campuses' The proposal would be funded 

. through the $1.5 billion HOPE VI 
. program. The Department of Ho~ an4 Urban Develop­
ment is asking 32 cities now receiving HOPE VI money to 
incorporate the· educational p'rogram into their plans tor 
funds that have 'already been appropriated: 

WHITEWATER ~PLEA:. James McDougal, President 
Clinbm's . ·tormer~ partner in the Whitewater land deal, 
plead_edim.l~fTiJ,~y to tederal fraud and conspiracY 

. charges 'Unielatecf;t,cftheir partnership in the land deal 
McDougBliS Charged With wire, mail and bailk fraud, and· 
lying to regulators about loans from Madison Gua.rIlMy Sav­
ings and Loan. He and his wife, SuSan McDougal, owned the 
thrift until it was taken over by tederal ~rs in 1986, 
three years before it failed at a cost of at least $65 million to 
taxpayers. He is tree on his own recognizance. SUsan 
McDougBl's arraignment is Thursday. They face trial Oct. 
10. If convicted, each could receive up to five years in pris-
on. . 

REYNOLDS SEAT: Jesse Jackson Jr., Son ot the civil 
rights leader, has decided to run tor CoDgre$ from Chica~ 
go, the elder JaCkson said Monday. The younger Jackson is 
considering a bid for the seat held by-Democratic Rep. Mel 
Reynolds, convicted last week of having sex with a minor, a 
former campaign worker. Reynolds is expected to an­
nounce Saturday whether he plans to. resign. The elder 
Jackson, who has announced that he will enter his name in 
an 18-city "straw poll" of presidential hopefuls next month, 
told CNN that his son would make an oflicial announce- ' 
ment on Sept 9. "Thafs a great source of joy to me/, Jack­
son said. ''His gen~ration assuming some responsibility ~f 
leadership is a good thing for America. " 

DRUG TRAFFICKING: Latin American leaders haVe a 
fresh "political will" to combat the narcotics trade even 
though the opium poppy fields are expanding and smug: 
glers are finding new routes, White House drug policYdirec· 
tor Lee Brown said Tuesday. Brown met with the presidents 
of Venezuela, Peru and Bolivia during a two-week SoUth 
American tour. He toured drug fields and traflicking routes . 
and visited Brazil. whose uncontrolled air space has provid· 
ed a new smuggling route since Colombia's can cartel was 
disrupted. Latin American leaders are trying tQ step up en­
forcement and increase international cooperation to battle 
the renewed narcotics traflic, Brown said. 

INTERIOR PUNISHED: The Environmental Protection 
AgencY said Tuesday it proposed a $266,025 fine against an­
other federal agencY, the Interior Department, foriliegal 
storage of hazardous waste at a Yuma, Ariz., facility. The 
EPA said the Interior Departm~t was cited tor storing tox­
ic waste without a permit between December 1991 and 
March 1995 at its plant in Yuma that removes salt from the 
Colorado River to lower salinity before the water flows to 
Mexico. The Jnterior Department was storing more than 60 
containers of lead and several chemicals, the EPA said. 
The facility is being ordered to take all containers to an 
authorized hazardous waste storage facility within three 
months, and the department must submit a plan to ensure 
that wastes are quickly moved off the site. . . 

-------~----'---r-:-.-... .-
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A quick 
test of the 
system 
By Mark Memmott 
USA TODAY 

Signs that customer ser­
vice had become a priority 
at the Social Security Ad­
ministration first emerged 
about two years ago. 
. A USA TODAY test of the 
agency's ability to deal with 
customers shows. some 
bright spots - and a few 
challenges that remain. 

USA TODAY reporter 
Martha Moore called the 
agency's toll-free number 
- 800-772-1213 - asking if 
her 63-year-old mother (a 
full-time volunteer) W9uld 
be eligible for benefits. . '. 

At 1:15 p.m., a Social Se­
curity representative an~ 
swered the phone after 
three rings and quickly 
came up with an answer. 

Mom was eligible at 62 to , 
receive a bene1it equal to .... 
41.7% of the benefits Dad 
collects. At 65 she can col­
lect 50% of his. 

But because of. high' de­
mand, not all'calls are dealt 
With so smoothly. Tuesday, 
USA TODAY researcher 
Tammi Wark made 10 calls 
to the 800 number. Atterin­
structing the automated sys­
tem to transfer her to a rep­
resentative, Wark was: 
~ Placed on hold three 

ti~es, for estimated waits of 
two to four minutes. 
~ Told seven times that 

"all circuits are busy now, 
please try your call later.'" 

) ; 

COVER STORY 

. Agency puis 
focus· on . its 
customers 
Efforts focus 
on quick, 
friendly 
service 

By Martha T. Moore 
USA TODAY 

WASHINGTON - 'For 
knowledgeable, helpful, pa­
lite telephone service, a 
shopper can call that famous 
mail-order retailer in Maine. 

Or, a taxpayer can call S0-
cial Security. . 

After two years of corporate-style reengineering, the S0-
cial Security Administration is emerging as the federal 
agency thafs providing the best service to its customers -
that is, to taxpayers. Ifs a favorite of Vice President AI 
Gore, the champion of reinventing government, and Mi­
chael Hammer, <»author of Reengineeri1ig the Corpora­
tion - the book that spurred the reengineering movement 

And in key measures of customer satisfaction, Social Se­
curity has outscored companies famed for service, such as 
Nordstrom and LL Bean. Thafs an "incredible" achieve­
ment, Gore says. "They're reaDy transforming and reerigi-
neering their agency." . 

Reengineering, a term borrowed from the corporate 
world, means a start-troIIHICratch overhaul of the way an 
orgaJiization does its work, With goals determined by cus­
tomers' desires and performance measured by compari­
sons against the best in the industry. Since 1993, when the 
Clinton administration kicked off its National Performance 
Review for government agencies, Social ~ty has 
pressed hard to improve customer service,througb the 
agency's toll-free number (800-772-1213) for questions and 
information, and in its field otlices. The 'changes that have 
been made are both obvious and subtle. For one thiilg, tax­
payers are now referred to as cUStomers. 

As, well they should be, says Stephanie Martin, a tele­
phone representative at the.agency's Jamaica (N.Y.) Tele­
service Center. "Social Security. is a business, a busine$ of 
insurance," says Martin, who1landles 50 to 70 callers a day. 

Please see COVER srORY neXt page ~ 
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-NATIONLINE 
Fla. welfare officials. 
decry tot's death 

By Marta Lavandier. AP 
McGEE: Faces murder charge in 
death of 23-month-old daughter 

The death of a 2~ 
month-old Miami girl 
lett alone with four 
other kids - ages 1 to 

, 8 - while her mother 
. went on a 10-hour 
.shopping spree shows 
the need for church, 
business and neigh­
borhood groups to get 
involved in neglect 
cases, Florida child-· 
welfare officials said 
Wednesday. 

"I'm stepping up to 
the plate and saying. 
'Community, we can­
not cope,'" said NUta 
Bock, administrator 
of the Florida Depart­
ment of Health and 
Rehabilitative Ser­
vices' Miami district 

"The community has to get involVed." 
Tiffany McGee, 24, and roommate Chiquita Jackson, 20, 

are jailed on charges of murder and child abuse. Four of 
the children, including the infant who drowned as another 
child bathed her, are McGee's. One child is J~ckSon's. 

TIMBER RULING: The timber indl$Y got the OK to cUt 
250 million board feet of mostly 0ld1VOwth forests that pre­
viously were off limits to protect rare owls and other envi­
ronmental concerns. The ruling by federal judge Michael 
Hogan in Eugene, Ore., is a major victory for timber inter­
ests. Hogan said a congressional act this year treed all <>re­
gon and Washington national forest timber sales that had 
been awarded to the highest bidder but. held up for one rea­
son or another. A board foot is 1 square foot 1 inch thick. 

MILITARY MARRIAGES: Higher pay, off-base housing· 
and other perks for mari'iecJ couples are rushing many mili­
tary personnel into bad maiTiages, says a researcher at the 
U~versity of Colorado at Boulder. The study by Jeffrey Zaz 
found 18-year-old white men in the military ~ere 79% more 
likely to marry than their civilian counterparts, but these 
marriages were 64% more likely to end in divorce brthe 
time the husband is 24. Married personnel. in the'military . 
get roughly $220 more each month than singles. 

VISITATION FIGHT: Grandparents do not have a right to 
visit their grandchildren, North Carolina's highest court 
ruled. Louise and Victor McIntyre of Statesville are es­
tranged from their son and daughter-in-law, ~d have not 
seen their grandchildren, ages 10 and 7, for four years. At 
. least nine states recognize grandparent visitation' rights. I 

JAILED OVER A LIBRARY BOOK: A Kenton County, Ky., 
prosecutor defended his decision to have Tanya Goetz, 37, 
arrested because her son didn't return a library book and 
there was a $3 fine. Goetz said she didn't know about the 
late book but was jailed for eight hours last month in a fe­
ces-and-urine-caked cell with a stripper and a husband­
beating suspect "Not returning a library book is a form of 
thett." said prosecutor Garry Edmondson. The book later 
was found, the fine paid and the charge dismissed. 

ART FRAUD CASE: Lucio Ambroseni of Loomis, Calif., 
was charged with art fraud after collecting $410,000 from 

. State Farm insurance on two Italian Renaissance paintings 
he reported stolen - al~ough the artworks have been 
hanging in the Vatican for centuries. An appraiser at Am~ 
broselli's home had seen only photos of th.e paintings at" 
tached to crates that Ambroselli, 57, said held the paintings. 

JFK RECORDS: The Assassina-
. tion Records Review Board voted 
to release 54 more documents 
from the 1963 death of President 
Kennedy. At i$ue: 43. CIA papers 
about Lee Harvey Oswald's trip to 
Mexico City weeks before the as­
sassination and 11 FBI documents 
about the Fair Play for Cuba Com­
mittee. Oswald was a member. 
Some material is withheld to pro­
tect intelligence sources and meth­
ods. The panel earlier voted to re­
lease dozens of other documents. 

AP 

OSWALD: CIA pa­
pers track hi$ trip 

ALSO . WEDNESDAY ., •• 
• EXECUTION: Arizona executed Jimmy Wayne Jef­

fers, ·49, by injection for the 1976 murder of ex-girltriend 
Penelope Cheney, who had told police of his drug deals. 

• TROPICAL WEATHER: Hurricane warnings were 
posted for Barbados, St Vincent, St Lucia and the Grena­
dines as Tropical Storm MarilYn took aim at the Caribbean 
islands. Marilyn, with 65-mph winds, was expected to be­
come a hurricane ,before hitting the islands today. Tropical 
depression 14 near Bermuda di$ipated. . 

• CHILD DEATH: Judith Wilson, 37, of Vicksburg, Miss.; 
was charged with manslaughter and child abandonment in 
the death of her 23-month-o~d son, whom she lett in a hot 

_ car while she took a test at an employment agency. 
• BEAR MAULING: Authorities closed all trails to Mon­

tana's Fifty Mountains legion after a grirzly bear mauled 
Glacier National Park worker Lester Ashwood, 38, who was 
identifying flowers in a meadow Tuesday. He was taken by 

, helicopter to a ha;pital and is in stable condition. . . 

~Kid's act of love Iwings a beating 
A Pine Bluff, Ark., 

youth who shaved his 
head to show support 
for his mom - hair­
less because of breast 
cancer treatments -
doesn't want to return 
to school because stu­
dents beat hirn up in 
the mistaken belief 
he was a skinhead. 

"Her looks were ev. 
erything to her," said 
Joshua Martinez, 13. 
"I thought maybe, if I 
shave my head ... (it) 

, By Danny Johnston. AP might be more com­
DIFFICULT DAYS: Tracy Jemi- fortable for her." In-
gan, son Joshua before haircut stead he ended up 

. with a black eye. 
One student at Jack Robey Junior High School has been 

suspended in the incident.. "It was out of love and compas­
sion for me," said Joshua's mother, Tracy Jernigan. She 
wears a blonde wig. "Irs just tragic that someone would 
have to take a beating for a haircut" , . 

Written by Paul Leavitt. Contributing: Gary Fields, 
Patricia Rivera and Masud Khan, ' 
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Extortion now 
the least of its 
illegal activities 
Billions in 
$.100 bills 
were sent 
back to Russia 
last year, 
officials say 

By Bruce Frankel A.1 
USA TODAY ru 

NEW YORK - The reputa­
tion of Brighton Beach, an im­
migrants' neighborhood, shad­
ows it as much as the elevated 
subway tracks on Brighton 
Beach Avenue. 

In Russia, Eastern Europe 
and cities around the world, 
Brighton Beach is famous as 
the U.s. hub of the Russian 

mafiya - an amorphous, multi-billion dollar global crimi­
nal network. It is the most thriving export of the post-SOviet 
economy, as brutal as it is innovative. And the mafiya is 
spreading. , 

"They're the biggest, most brutal, potentially most-50phis­
ticated and far-reaching criminal organimtion," says Ge­
rard Burke, who is leading a task torce on the mafiya tor 
the Center tor Strategic and International Studies.' 

U.S. authorities are shocked by its rapid and ruthless ex-.. 
pansion trom extortion rackets - in emigre neighborhoods 
in New York, Denver, SeaWe and Toronto among others­
into a complex, tar-1Iung criminal network of heroin traf­
ficking, prostitution, health-care fraud, biUion-dollar gas tax 
scams and money-laundering. 

Just this week in Los Angeles, tederal agents busted one 
of the most diversified Russian crime gangs seen so tar. In . 
August, federal prosecutors in New Jersey indicted 15 Rus­
sian immigrants as part of a $140 million gas tax scam -
the biggest in U.S. history. 

The majiya was nurtured in the black markets ot Russia, 
Armenia, Chechnya, Ukraine, Azerbaijan and Uzbekistan. 

Please see COVER STORY next page ~ 

Contin'ued from lA 

Its followers were taught to 
connive and survive by the 
corrupt Communist Party, 
and sometimes by the tortur· 
ous prisons ot the gulag. 

They learned well. 
The Russian gangsters, tor 

example, didn't invent the gas 
tax scam, but they've come 
dose to perfecting it 

Until recent changes in tlie 
law intended to sti1Ie them, 
the mafiya bought motor fuel 
from a suppller and then cre­
ated an elaborate dalsy chain 
of companies to buy and sell 
the fuel One ot these, the 
"bum," would supply receipts 
showing the motor fuel tax 
was paid. But when the gov­
ernment went to collect tax­
es, the "bum" company - ot­
ten nothing more than a post 
box - had vanished. 

Pro1lts ~ 4nancing rack­
ets and buying real estate in 
Callfomia, Florida and New 
York, luxury car dealerships 
in Europe, and banks and re­
sorts in the Caribbean. 

The money is also going in 
, a loop from Russia to North 

America and back. 
A new Canadian pollce in­

telligence report says more 
than $1 bUllon a month is 
pouring frOm Russia to the 
United states, Canada and 
other money laundering ha­

'vens. Then much is sent back 
to Rte1a. .. 

U.s. omdais said earlier 
this year that an unprece­
dented $20 bUllon in cash -
most oUt in crisp $100 bllls­
was shipped back last year. 

Authorities say the $100 
bllls are used tor bribeI)', to 
help camouftage widespread 
counterfeiting 01 other $100 

. bills; and to aid in smuggling 
goods a<:J'(l$ borders. • 

Car dealers in Moscow say 
irs commonplace tor gang­
sters to drop a stack ot $100 

• bills to buy a orand new 
$150,000 armor-plated Mer­
cedes. 

Many worty that the mar­
riage ot the international Rus­
sian mafiya and COITUpt bu­
reaucrats is destabilizing the 
fiedgUng democracies in 
Eastern Europe and the tor­
mer Soviet Union. 

''The biggest and most fun­
damental question is whether 
democracy will survive," 
says Burke, who is also chair­
man ot The Parvus Co., an in­
ternational business security 
1Inn. 

In Brighton Beach, many 
say stories about the'Russian 
mafiya's presenCe there are 
tabloid lIctions. 

A stout waiter at the Winter 
Garden restaurant on the 
boardwalk in Brighton 
Beach, a short distance from 
Coney Island, shrugs off the 
annoyingly tamllIar questions 
with a 1Inn exit gesture and 
an old Russian saying: "Sug­
ar, sugar, sugar. And still my 
coffee isn't sweet." 

He torgets Naum Raichel, 
a convicted extortionist who 
was shot three times in the 
chest by two men last year as 
he was leaving the Winter 
Garden, which he was then 
bullding. And the same day, 
pollce say, Raichel's brother, 
Simeon, was severely beaten 
on a street in Berlin. 

One ot the most prominent 
tears in the law enforcement 
and intelligence community 
"is ,that Russian gangsters 
coul.d get control ot nudear 
materiel and sell it to terror­
ists. By 1993, Germany had 
arrested more than 100 pe0-
ple tor smuggling nudear 
components from the tonner 
Soviet Union. 

The FBI and other agen­
cies are encouraged, howev­
er, that just one year after 
FBI Director Louis Freeh 
raised a national alarm and 
traveled to Moscow to open a 
two-man bureau there, law 
entorcemenrs efforts to work 
with Rnssian counterparts 
are paying off big-time. 

The FBrs prime example: 
The arrest June 8 of Vya­

cheslav KirIllovich Ivankov, 
56, one ot Russia's most pow­
er1ul mobsters, at his Brigh­
ton Beach apartment His trio, 
ai on charges that he tried to 
extort $8.5 mUllon from two 
Russian investors is sched­
Uled to begin next month. 

Though well-knOwn to Rus­
sian omcials as an authorita­
tive and ln1Iuential vary v za­
kone, or thl'ef-In-law, an 
honored categol)' 01 crimi­
nal, he entered the United 
States on March 8, 1992 unno­
ticed by the state Depart­
ment Ivankov was sent l1ere 
by an ellte .crlme gang coun­
cil in December 1991 to look 
atter Russian organized 
crime interests and scout new 
"business opportunities," om­
cials say. 

But hiS laWyer, Barry Slot· 
nick, says Ivankov was target· 
ed by Russian pollce because 
he "has been a freedom 1Ight· 
er against the Communist sys­
tem" and the KGB. 

While Russian organized 
crime gangs are not ruled by 
a "godfather," IvankoV's ar· 
rest was important because it 
deprived one ot the largest 
groups evolving here of a 
power1ul boss, says James 
Kallstrom, head ot the FBrs 
New York omce. "He wastoD 

dog on the watch." 
Col. Yuriy Petrovich Gogo­

lev, ot the Russian equIvalent 
of the FBI, says the FBI's in­
tormation shows that Russian 
crime bosses traveled to 
Brighton Beach to get Ivan­
kov's advice and bless~ tor 
crimInaI activities in at least 
14 other countries, induding 
Canada, Germany, France, 
Israel, Estonia, Senegal and 
the Bahamas. 

The mafiya's stranglehold 
ot banking and business in 
the tonner Soviet Union Is 
now undisputed. But lawen­
torcement omcials are divid­
ed over whether 1t'5 a struc­
tured organization and just 
how much success authorities 
have had in combatting it 
here. 

"Better late than never," 
says Stephen Handelman, au­
thor ot Comrade Criminal, a 
new book that details the ex· 
plosion ot organized crime 
since the downfall ot commu­
nism. 

"While law enforcement I 

was trying to tigure out I 
whether there was a pro1>­
lem, the Russian Ma1Ia was 
spreading rapidly across I 

North America." 



Budget Pressure Eases for Public Colleges, but Relief May Be Flee · 
By Rene Sanchez 

Washington Post SteU Writer 

slightly and offset the need for large tuition in­
creases. 

. "But states seem to be more fiscally sound' 
right now, and so do the campuses," said James 

about 1 percent-researchers suggested that it 
is due in part to the rising cost of college this de­
cade. Between 1986 and 1991, enrollment at 
public colleges nationally had been increasing 
about 2.5 percent each year. But in 1993, it 
dropped by 1 million students. 

The severe aid cuts that have hit public col­
leges and universities across the nation this de­
cade-and have sent tuition prices soaring­
eased last year, but the relief may be too fleeting 
for students to benefit from it, a new study con­
cludes. 

Nationally, state spending on higher education 
increased by 4 percent last year and the average 
tuition at public universities increased by 6 per­
cent, according to the report. The average annu­
al cost of tuition and fees for in-state residents at 
a four-year public college or university is now 
$2,590, the report said. 

B. Appleberry, the president of the association. 
Still, the report cautioned that the newfound 

prosperity may be short-lived because thebudg­
et gains in most states are modest and because 
there is growing fervor in many statehouses to 
enact deep tax cuts. 

"If state budgets are in danger, higher educa-

Another key factor in the enrollment decline, 
the· report said, is that the pool of high school 
graduates is now at its lowest level in many 
years. But that demographic trend is about to 
sharply reverse course, particularly among mi­
nority students, who' attend public colleges in 
large numbers and often rely on tuition aid. 

The American Association of State Colleges 
and Universities, a Washington-based group that. 
represents more than 400 of those institutions, 
said yesterday in a report that for the frrst time 

. since the 1980s most states, including Maryland 
and Virginia, were fmancially stable enough last' 
year to boost their higher education budgets 

. In recent years, college tuition increases often 
have exceeded 10 percent in many states, a rate 
much higher than inflation. Sharp decreases in 
aid to public colleges in other states such as Cali­
fornia also have prompted widespread cutbacks . 
in facuIty and academic courses and have limited 
student access to some colleges. 

. tion funding il? traditionally one of the frrst areas 
to feel the budget -cutting knife-;' said John Ham­
mang, who wrote the report. It analyzed higher' 
education spending in every state. ' 

It also noted thafenrollment at public colleges 
and universities has declined for the frrst time 
since 1986. Although the decline is' not large-

.,IIFor the next 15 years, you're going to see 
those DI,unbers rise rather substantially," Ham­
mang said. 

Federal Judge Opens Protected Timber to Loggers 
By Tom Kenworthy 
Washingto~ Post Staff Writer 

, A federal judge in Oregon yesterday directed the 
Ctinton administration to proceed with timber cutting 
:)0 thousands of acres of forest in the Pacific Northwest. 
previously set aside to protect wildlife and water quali­
ty. 
, 'The ruling by U.S. District Court Judge Michael R. 
Hogan stated that the sale of the timber is required by 
budget legislation passed by Congress in July. It repre­
sents a significant defeat for the administration and a 
blow to its comprehensive plan for managing forests in 
the Northwest and putting to rest years of public battle 
Dver old-growth timber in the region. 
. . H the ruling stands, it also would be a victory for the 
timber industry and its congressional allies, who used the 
~udget bill to mandate the harvest of hundreds of mil­
lions of board-feet of timber in Oregon and Washington 

, , 

left uncut during the 19905 to protect the environment 
and wildlife, particularly a bird, the marbled murrelet. 

At issue in the suit that led to yesterday's ruling was 
how broadly to interpret a provision in the legislation di­
recting the administration' to release timber sales' pre­
pared under a 1990 congressional directive, but subse­
quently held back for environmental reasons. Republican 
congressional leaders and _ the timber industry argued 
that this year's legislation applied not only to the specific' 
sales covered in the 1990 bill, but to other sales awarded 
in subsequent years but held back for environmental rea­
sons, throughout Oregon and Washington. -

The legislation prohibits timber-cutting in stands actu­
ally occupied by nesting murrelets or other threatened 
bird species, but requires the administration to make up 
that volume elsewhere. 

The practical effect of the decision, if upheld on ap- , 
peal, would be the harvest of at least another 170 million 
board-feet of timber in addition to the roughly 270 mil­
lion board-feet that the administration agreed was cov-

ered by the legislation. The additional volume would be 
enough lumber to,build 17,000 houses. 

Hogan's decision was hailed by advocates of the addi­
tiomil timber'harvest. Sen. Slade Gorton (R-Wash.>, an 
architect of the timber legislation, said, "There was nev­
er any question as to what our legislation was designed 
to do. Today's ruling puts people and jobs first." 

Lois J. Schiffer, assistant attorney general for environ­
mental issues, said the administration is disappointed 
with Hogan's decision, which if upheld "could jeopardize 
the careful balance that the president has struck be­
twe~n moving timber, improving commerce and protect-
ing the environment." \ 

Environmentalists yesterday criticized the rUling. 
"The impact will be devastating," said Adam Berger, an 
attorney with the Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund. "We 
will likely see the extirpation of some salmon an,d steel­
head runs, the destruction of numerous healthy stands of 
old-growth and mature forests and the degradation of 
municipal water supplies." ' 
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Visitor MO$t Likely to Be Remembered 
Presidential Talk 
At Md. School Is 

. CLINTON, From Bl 

crowd, those hours will last a life­
time. A TV technician appeared 
more interested in his Guns & Am­
mo magazine, and some national 

A Big Crowd Pleaser. journalists who had heard it all be-
fore listened instead to their cellular 

By Peter Maass and Steve Bates 
Washington Post Staff Writers 

telephones. But for the students and 
parents in this prosperous and tidy 

. Maryland community, the president 
was touching their lives. 

"Sit down! Everyone sit down!" . The ceremony showcased Terrell 
No matter how many times De- Brice, an eighth-grader seated 

nise Willoth issued the command proudly between Clinton and Mary­
yesterday, her students at Mayfield land Gov. Parris N. Glendening CD). 
Woods Middle School in Howard Brice made a brief speech that in­
County would not be cowed into sub- ' eluded a plea for solidarity in the 
mission. The governor and the na- . fight against drugs. 
tional media were there, the Secret "All of us, my friends, our parents, 
Service was everywhere, sharp- teachers and community leaders, 
shooters were hiding on the roof, at- have to join together to make sure 
tack dogs were combing the perime- that more lives are not wasted or 
ter, the parking lot was crammed . lost," Brice said. He then uttered a 
with satellite .trucks, and, li~e a . phrase that few other 13-year-olds 
scene from a y~etnam ~ar mOVle,.a on this planet have uttered: "I would 
squadron of military helicopte!S clat-. like to introduce to you a very spe­
ter~ over the treetops, beanngthe .. cial person ... the president of the 
presl~ent of the Uruted States of United States of America." 

~~;~a. ? Ar kiddin ? Thi After he spoke, Clinton, Brice and 
I own. e you g. s other students signed a poster-size 

~as, a~ ~me parent observed, a one- pledge to "Be Healthy and Drug-
m-a-million day. ' F " Th h 'd E P 'd elin ' .. Elk ree. en t e presJ ent 10110wed 
, resl ent . ton s VISit to - his political instincts into the crowd 

ndge came hallway through a week B dB' . , hi h d f cimini' t ti' f ren a rooks could, not Qwte be-mw c ozenso a sra ono- li . th 'd 
ficiaIs have fanned out to attack Re- eve It as e presl ent approached 
publican proposals to reduce federal her da~ghter and sh~~ ~er hand~ 
education spending. While Clinton : Brooks s v~bulary diminished t~ a 
chose Mayfield Woods as a site to few words. Oh, my 0>d, .yes~ he s, 
rail against proposed cuts in anti- oh, ~y GO?, yes, he s domg It" my 
drug education programs Com- God. A mmute later, she got mto 
merce Secretary Ronald H.' Brown the act herselfand threaded her w~y 
visited Mount Vernon Elementary forward to get her own pr~sldentlal 
School in Alexandria yesterday to handshak~. ,She emer~ed tnumphant 
blast plans to trim federal grants to and, admlrmg her nght hand, de­
encourage advanced technology elared, "I'm not going to wash it." 
training in schools. Even though most of the hands 

"The purpose of balancing the were on the small side and belonged 
budget is to lift the burden of debt to Americans who will not be able to 
from the young people in this audi- vote for several years (but have par­
ence," Clinton said to the outdoor ents who can vote now), Clinton 
crowd of about 1,000 students and waded ahead and kept on shaking 
parents, as well as to his national au- and smiling. He made his way over 
dience. "We cannot do that if we de-
cide to balance the budget in ways 
that Will undermine our economy or "T/z .. t b t 
our Quality of life. That is why I have lS lS no. a ou 
said repeatedly, we do not have to cut fi l b 
education, and we must not cut our ace ess num ers. 
efforts to reduce the crime rate, to Th . . b"" t h t 
reduce violence and to give our chil- lS lS a uU w a 
dren a safer, more secure future." ha . t 

Clinton stayed for about two 'fJpens 0 young 
hours. For most everyone in the . peonle ,and t. heir 

See CLlNTON,B4,CoL 1 ~ 

thirst/or 
knowledge. " 

-Ronald H. Brown, 
Commerce secretary 

to the band and chatted up Dale Per­
kim;, who had a tenor sax hanging 
below his chin. The president want­
ed to know whether Perkins was 
playing a Yamaha; he was. Perkins, a 
minute later, seemed dazed and de­
lighted and said, "Maybe he and I 
can hook up and playa little bit." 

Miles away in Alexandria, Brown 
sounded the same theme as his boss 
as he visited more than a dozen stu­
dents who have become Internet 
savvy through a federal program 
that helps schools buy and use com­
. puter and broadcasting equipment 
and other technology. 

Mount Vernon fourth-grader Mat­
teo del Ninno maneuvered his com­
puter mouse deftly across the screen 
to bring up a photograph of the trash' 
that was found in an alligator's bel­
ly-a graphic environmental lesson. 

Nearby, third-grader Casey Smir­
niotopoulos scrolled through elec­
tronic options before calling up a log 
of the day's significant events, plus 
photos and biographies of Alexandria 
City Council and School Board mem­
bers-a graphic political lesson. 

"Look at these kids," Brown said. 
"This clearly demonstrates what's at 
stake in the budget fight. 

"This is not about faceless num­
bers," Brown said. "This is about 
what happens to young people and 
their thirst for knowledge." 

Meanwhile, in Elkridge, Susan j, 
Cook, chairman of the Howard Coun­
ty Board of Education, pronounced 
the president's visit a success. 

"We have great kids here~ Usually 
what you hear in the news about stu­
dents is negative. This wasn't a neg­
ative thing here today. Their behav­
ior· is positive. Their [drug-free I 
program is positive. This is educa­
tion at its best." 

The commander in chief waved 
goodbye one last time, and a minute 
later, his Marine Corps helicopter was 
taking off. A teacher shouted to a few 
students, "Oon't stand on the chairs!" 
But of course, it was a futile instruc­
tion on this one-in-a-million day. The 
president of the United States of 
America had come to their school. 
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