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Chnton Under Attack by Both Sldes ina
Renewed Lo ggmg

By TIMOTHY EGAN

- SEATTLE, Feb. 29 — When Presi-
dent Clinton paid a visit to Seattle
‘ast weekend, more than'a thousand
demonstrators protested legislation
‘he had signed that- exempts timber
.companies from having to comply
“Wwith the nation's environmental laws
“while cutting old-growth trees on
“Forest Service land.

i Mr. Clinton told the crowd that the
Jegislation, enacted last  summer,
~was a ‘‘mistake’ that needed to be
-corrected. But he has yet to sign on to
’a Congressional proposal for repeal.
" Meanwhile, virtually every day,
protesters are arrested at logging
“sites on Forest Service property
"around the West. They are trying to

- block roads, they say, because the

-mew law in effect prevents them’

. from battling loggers’ operauons in
= the courts.
As the Clinton Administration

“tries to shore up its support among

“A timber law billed
~-as one thing proves

- to be something
else as well.

e

;f suburban voters who rate the envi-
: ronment a major issue, it has been
..dogged by the logging controversy.

s

On Wednesday, during a tour of the

‘. ':Pacific Northwest that was intended

- «.to show that the President was stand-

--ing up to Republican-led efforts in
. .Congress to roll back environmental
* laws, Interior Secretary Bruce Bab-
- bitt was questioned mostly about log-
- ging on the Administration’s watch.

“A lot of people think this is an

>absolute tragedy,” Mr. Babbitt said
. while fishing on Puget Sound. ‘It was
. .not what it was advertised as.” He
“said the President would work 1o
-~uifdG certain provisions of the law,

‘but Re characierized the Administra-

tion’s response as still “a work in
progress.”

‘The legislation was billed by its

“chief supporter in Congress, Senator
‘Slade Gorton, Republican of Wash-

.tion for “‘salvage logging’

ington, as a measure providing a
limited- environmental-law ekxemp-
*: the cut-
ting of bug-infested or fire-scarred
timber. But it included a rider. allow-

ing loggers also to cut healthy older

-stands of trees that had been protect-

ed by a logging law that the Presi- ——— -

dent himself had proposed.

The legislation shielded timber
companies, until the end of this year,
from having to comply with laws
protecting water and endangered

- species, statutes that had been used

in the past to shut down logging. It
has caused a furor around the West,
and some foresters have blamed it
for mudslides and other effects of the
extensive flooding this month in
parts of 1daho, Montana and Oregon.

When Mr. Clinton signed the Gor-
ton legislation last year, he said he
thought it would bring relief to de-
pressed timber communities, a con-
stituency that had been angry at him,
without harming the environment.
But in Seattle on Saturday, the Presi-
dent said, “The timber rider has
reopened old wounds that were just
beginning to heai.”

There was little mention of the-
‘rider during Congressional debate

about the overall logging bill last
year. A six-page press release from

Mr. Gorton last March, for example, '

referred only to salvage logging.
“We’re not talking about-clear-cuts
in the Olympics,” Mr. Gorton said
then.

But now, given the go—ahead by the
rider, loggers are clear-cutting —
that is, leveling all trees — in sec-
tions of the Olympic National Forest
in Washington. :

Thwm
nearly 600 million board feet of an-
cient forests, more_than triple_the
amount that has been cut in_any of
the previous Tfive years, will be
logged under the rider.

In an editorial on Wednesday, The
Seattle Times, which had supported
the legislation, accused Mr. Gorton
of misleading the public on the law’s
intént. “‘Gorton’s backers, including
this newspaper, feel lured into a bait-
and-switch game,” the paper said.

But Mr. Gorton says that the intent
of the bill was always clear and that
the President knew all along what he
was signing. The Senator character-
ized Mr. Clinton’s retreat as a be-
trayal. “‘Our timber communities,”
he said, ‘‘have been greeted with one

too many Clinton handshakes that -

turn into a slap.in the face.”

For all the efforts by the Republi-
can Congressional majority to roll
back environmental protections, the
most damaging bill to get through
Congress and be signed into law is
the logging measure, environmental-

Fight

Ev1ronmentahsts
and timber backers
alike cry betrayal.

ists say.

“It’s the biggest threat going in
our public forests,” said Mike Ander-
son of the Wilderness Society. ‘‘Some
of these new logging sales are shock-
ing to people. There is neediess clear-
cutting and destruction of some of
the most valuable stands of trees
anywhere in the country.”

Like Mr. Gorton on the opposite
side of the issue, Mr. Anderson said
he and other environmentalists felt
“betrayed by the President.”

__“It’s going to take more than just

his saying ‘I made a mistake’ and a
halfhearted attempt to change the
legislation to win peopie back,” Mr.

. Anderson added.

Timber industry officials say they
recognize that some of the logging
will be in areas that probably have
more value as scenery, or as store-
houses of water for fish and other
wildlife, than in lumber. They have
offered to refrain from logging a few
areas if the Administration will allow
them wood in areas that are less
sensitive to Jopging. The Administra-
tion has yet to respond.

“I wwgy these
contracts, we are interestéd,”  said
Chris West, spokesman for the
Northwest Forestry Association, an
industr

Congress w1ll most likely act next
week on one of several proposals to
change the rider. In the House, Rep-

resentative Elizabeth Furse, Demo-
crat of Oregon, has rounded up 100
supporters for her bill to repeal the
rider outright. But the measure is
given little chance of passage.

Senator Patty Murray, Democrat
of Washington, was asked by Mr.
Clinton last week to come up with a
way “‘to fix this thing.” Senator Mur-
ray says she will introduce legisla-
tion next week that would provide for
a long-term way to Jog windblownor
burned timber quickly but that would
not allow exemptions permitting log-
gers to cut healthy trees in protected
areas.

ZAncther bill, promoted by Senators
Gorton and Mark Hatfield, Republi-
can of Oregon, would have the Gov-
ernment buy out contracts to log old-
growth timber in ecologically sensi-
tive areas, or offer replacement
wood from another area.

THE NEW YORK TIMES, FRIDAY, MARCH 1, 1996 .
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TV Executives Promise Clinton a Violence Ratings System by

By ALISON MITCHELL k

WASHINGTON, Feb. 29 — Show-
casing the persuasive powers of the
Presidency, President Clinton today
suininoned the leaders of the enter-
tainment industry to the White
House and was rewarded with an
industry pledge to produce a volun-
tary television ratings system by
next January.

Presiding over a two-hour session
in the state dining room, Mr. Clinton

Jed 30 media industry executives,

including the heads of the four
broadcast networks and the -major
cable networks, through a discussion
ranging from ratings issues to the
quality of children’s television. And
by doing so, the President positioned
himself to seize the tead from the
Republicans in the increasingly po-
tent political debate over the content

of popular culture.

The election year tug-of-war the
executives found themselves caught
in was abundantly ciear.

At the White House, Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore credited the President, |
the First Lady and his wife, Tipper

Gore, for leading the way in the
crusade against television violence.
Hours earlier, Speaker Néwt Ging-

rich, who held his own breakfast -

with the entertainment executives,
attributed the movement to clean up
television to former Vice President
Dan Quayle and his 1992 assault on
the television character Murphy
Brown for having a child out of wed-
lock.

Continued on Page 814,' Column 1

—

Continued From Page Al

“That was then picked up frankly
by Senator Dole,” he said, referring
to the Republican Presidential con-

* tender Bob Dole’s assault on Holly-

wood last year for flooding the coun-
try with “‘nightmares of depravity.”
Mr. Clinton today jubilantly wel-
comed the industry’s decision, after
years of strenuous opposition, to de-
vise a voluntary rating system that
would work with the computer V-
chip and provide parents-with a way
to judge whether a television pro-
gram is suitable fare for their chil-
dren. .
““They’re handing the TV remote
contro! back to America's parents,”
the President said. “‘They recognize
that their creativity and their free-
dom carries with it significant re-

sponsibility.”

Yet it remained far from clear
how such a system would work, and
whether it would change the content
of television, which has become such
an arbiter of public standards that
Mr. Clinton told the executives, ““You
are the most powerful cultural force
in the world.”,

The executives have yet to set up
the committee that would devise the
system, and they said-they had a long
road ahead before they could explain
how the ratings, modeled after but
not identical to the 27-vear-old movie
rating system, would be structured.

Ted Turner, the chief executive of
Turner Broadcasting, noted today
that movies had become ever more
violent, despite a rating system. Still,
he predicted that advertisers’ con-
cern about promoting their products
during programs that carried a pa-
rental guidance rating would change
the face of television. "I think it's
going to result in more Brady Bunch-

type programming,”” Mr. Turner
said at a news conference after the
White House meeting.

Robert A. Iger, the president of
Capital Cities/ABC Inc., disagreed,
noting that advertisers already
screened programs for acceptabil-

ity. “I'm not sure there will be any |

impact,”’ he said.

Campaigning in South Carolina,
Senator Bob Dole called the plan for
a rating system ‘‘welcome news, as
far as it goes.” But he warned the
entertainment industry that it “will

-not gain the confidence of parents if

it believes that warning viewers
about program content is a substi-
tute for voluntarily producing more
family-friendly programming.”

For years the entertainment in-
dustry has resisted efforts to impose
ratings on television programs. But

! the political mood in the country has

shifted rapidly in the four years
since Mr. Quayle was ridiculed for
his focus on Murphy Brown.

Strategists for both political par-
ties now describe an unease in the
nation -caused by a strong public
sense that the country has lost its
moral bearings. Opinion polls have
shown high levels of concern about
the violence in movies, television and
popular music.

That mood set the stage for a
provision in a new telecommunica-
tions law that requires that within
two years; all new television sets in
the United States be equipped with
the so-called V-chip, a computerized
device that will allow parents to
screen out objectionable program-
ming. The law urges, but does not
require, the industry to rate pro-
grams. But it says that if the indus-
try does not come up with a rating
system, then the Government will.

Entertainment industry execu-
tives, who had considered fighting
the V-chip in court, say they chose to
draw up the rating system on their
own rather than see the Government
do it. Their critics say they were also
spurred to act because they face a

new battle on Capitol Hill over -

whether they will be required to pay
for extra channels for high-quality
digital television.

‘“The better corporate citizens
they are, the better argument they
have for special treatment in any
debate over whether they should pay

for the digital spectrum,” said Rep-
resentative Edward J. Markey, a
Massachusetts Democrat who was
the champion of the V-chip.

Speaking for the entertainment in-
dustry as the White House session
ended, Jack Valenti, the president of
the Motion Pictures Association of
America, unveiled the industry’s
plan to have a rating system in place
by January. ‘““Whatever we do in this,
we're going to do it with honor and
purpose and integrity,” he said.

But he also displayed Holtywood’s
discomfort at being held responsible
for the mores of society.

“There has to be some kind of a
renaissance of individual responsi-
bility that's accepted by parents, by

- “the church and by the school,” he

said, “so that you build inside a
youngster what we call a moral
shield — it’s fortified by the com-
mandments.of God — so that that
child understands clearly what is
right and what is clearly wrong.”

Mr. Clinton called for the White
House conference in his State of the
Union address, as part of his effort to
build a Democratic ‘‘values agenda”
centered largely around issues af-
fecting children.

The White House meeting drew the
titans of the entertainment industry.
Besides Mr. Iger and Mr. Turner, the
guests included Rupert Murdoch, the
chairman of the News Corporation;
Peter A. Lundt, the chairman of

CBS: Robert C. Wright, the Presi-
dent of NBC; Barry Diller, a former
chairman of the Fox television net-
work and now chairman of Silver
King Productions, and Michael S.
Ovitz, the president of the Walt Dis-
ney Company.

Mr. Clinton mostly asked ques-
tions, leading the group in a discus-
sion of the intricacies of creating a
television rating system, and devot-
ing the last half hour to children’s
programming, the participants said.
Mr. Lundt said it was ‘‘never conten-
tious in an unpleasant sense, but peo-
ple expressed their strong views.”

Ervin S. Duggan, the president of
the Public Broadcasting Service,
said that at one point Haim Saban,

the creator of the ‘‘Mighty Morphin”
Power Rangers, drew protests from
Vice President Gore when he insist-
ed that children could not be made to
watch educational programming un-
less it was entertaining.

Mrs. Clinton sat along the wall
with White House staff, listening to
the session. :

The President did not make a spe-
cific request for a ‘‘safe harbor”
period in early evening when televi-
sion programming should be re-
stricted to family entertainment, the
executives said. Nor did he ask for a
set quantity of new educational pro-
gramming. Instead, they said, he en-
couraged the development of higher
quality children's shows.
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HEADLINE: Timber Land Bid by Environmental Group May be Rejected
GUESTS: MITCH FREEDMAN, Director, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance; BRAD
FLATTEN,U.S Forest Service; RON SIMON, Longview Timber; ROB STAVEN, Harvard
Environmental Economist

BYLINE: JENNIFER SCHMIDT

HIGHLIGHT:

The environmental group, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, put in the highest bid
on a 275-acre tract of burned forest land, but the U.S. Forest Service may
reject it because the group won’t sell the burned timber.

BODY:

BOB EDWARDS, Host: An environmental group has been declared the high bidder
in a federal timber sale in the state of Washington, but the U.S. Forest
Service says it may reject the bid because the group has no intention of
harvesting any of the trees. Jennifer Schmidt [spl, of member station KPLU,
reports from Seattle.

JENNIFER SCHMIDT, Reporter: In 1994, wild fires swept across the West,
blackening millions of acres of forest land. On the Okanogan National Forest
in Northcentral Washington state, nearly 20,000 acres burned. The Forest
Service is now selling some of that damaged timber as salvage for logging. One
parcel, called the Thunder Timber sale, lies at the heart of a large tract of
undeveloped forest land that provides habitat for Chinook salmon, and one of
the last remaining populations of lynx in the lower 48 states.

MITCH FREEDMAN, Director, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance: The area that we’'re
talking about is high elevation, continuous beautiful forests. We see this as
the last bastion of refuge for the rare wildlife that really needs these
places.

JENNIFER SCHMIDT: Mitch Freedman is director of the Northwest Ecosystem
Alliance, a local environmental group. Freedman contends the 275-acre Thunder
salvage sale violates water quality and other environmental laws. His group
might have sued to stop the sale, but it can’t. Last year Congress passed a
law that prohibits most legal challenges of federal salvage timber sales.

MITCH FREEDMAN: We’'re helpless, so when this sale came across our desk and our
hands were tied, the only thing that I could think to do was to put our money



where our mouth was, and try and buy it.

JENNIFER SCHMIDT: So, at a recent timber auction in Eastern Washington, the
alliance bid higher than two other logging companies, offering $29,000 for the
sale. But, there’s still no guarantee it will ultimately win the contract.
Brad Flatten [sp] of the U.S. Forest Service is the head of timber sales for
the Okanogan National Forest. He says the alliance might not get the contract
because it says it won’t cut down any of the trees.

BRAD FLATTEN, U.S. Forest Service: We’ve heard what they’ve said in the
newspapers and on the radio, and they’re saying the same thing to us, and
that’s reason for concern on our part. We would not be acting, probably, in
good faith to enter into a contract - this is a contract with the American
people - to cut and remove timber, and we will probably not enter into that
contract unless we have some indication that they really intend to comply with
the provisions of the contract.

JENNIFER SCHMIDT: But the alliance’s Mitch Freedman says at least from a
financial standpoint the contract doesn’t make much sense. It costs the
federal government more than $300,000 to auction the tract. Freedman says no
matter who buys it, it’s a bad deal for tax payers.

MITCH FREEDMAN: The big question in my mind is why the Forest Service even sees
a need to do this. The public is still only going to get 10 cents back on the
dollar that we invested. The market is bad. There’s no economic value in this
timber, and they’re still going to do environmental damage. Why?

JENNIFER SCHMIDT: Forest Service officials say the main objective is ensuring
the area will provide timber into the future, and the best way to do that, they
say, is to remove the burned timber now while the wood still has wvalue, and
replant to speed the growth of new trees. As for loggers, they see the timber
as primarily an economic resource. Ron Simon bids on Forest Service tracts for
Longview Timber, which operates a mill near the sale.

RON SIMON, Longview Timber: Right now the salvage sales are very important to
local economies. That wood was meant to provide jobs for manufacturing, for
the folks that were actually going to do the logging, that type of thing. So,
the problem with it is, is the economic benefit is not gained by leaving the
wood out there.

JENNIFER SCHMIDT: Environmentalists say in some cases, though, the forest is
more valuable preserved as a place for wildlife and recreation, and
increasingly they’re making their point by going to the marketplace instead of
court. Over the past decade, environmental groups have bought federal grazing
allotments, water rights and the permits companies need to discharge
pollutants. Harvard environmental economist, Rob Staven [sp], says he thinks
it would be a mistake for the Forest Service to reject bidders based on how
they plan to use the land. He says that decision should be made in the
marketplace.

ROB STAVEN, Harvard Environmental Economist: I think the important principle is
that lands do go to their highest valued use, and that some lands within the
national forests are going to be in their valued use for timber cutting. And
some lands within those national forests are going to be in their highest



valued use for recreational purposes. And the flip side of this is that if
environmentalists want to be able to participate in these markets, that
environmentalists should recognize, as I think they do, but they certainly
should recognize that it also means that they’re going to lose some of the
bidding.

JENNIFER SCHMIDT: Staven says some government regulation of the land is needed,
but he says federal timber is one resource where free market environmentalism
can work. The Forest Service is expected to make a decision on the Thunder
salvage sale in the next few weeks. The Northwest Ecosystem Alliance says if
their bid is rejected, they’ll appeal to the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
For National Public Radio, I'm Jennifer Schmidt in Seattle.
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MUESSAGE:

Attached for your information are documents rclating 1o the Thunder Salvage Sale on the
Okanogan National Forcst discussed, which was discussed at Tuesday, January 23 mecting of
the EOP/Agency timber working group.

Fax_ﬁagg Descripfion
Northwest Ecosystem Alliancc (NWEA) press release (10/27/95),

4 6 Exerpts from a report by the Western Ancicnt Forest Campaign (1/5/96).
7-14 Documents signed by NWEA as part of their bid.

15 Forest Service "Board Posting for Timber Sale Auction" (12/20/93).

16-17 Forest Scrvice "Thunder Salvage Sale Talking Poims™.

18-19 Forest Service Speed Memo on NPR Interview (1/10/96).

20-21 FWS concurrence with FS biological assessment (8/29/95).

22-23 FWS concurrence on revised biological assessment (12/7/95).

24-39 Thunder Mountain Recovery and Salvage Decision Notice (9/6/95).

40-46 Thunder Mountain Recovery and Salvage Reviscd Decision Notice (12/8/95).

In addition, the Environmental Impact Statement that was distributed 10 the public August 14,
1995 is available for review at the Forest Scrvice Washington Office.

If you have any questions regarding the Thunder Salvage Sale, please contact Richard
Fitzgerald at 202-205-1753.
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contact; Mitdh Frisdtmen NORTHWERT ; N\

N - tOOSYSTEM AltiANgy
. CONSERVATIQN GROUP RIDS ON SALVAGE TIMBER SALE
Ballinghsto- ThaNorthwest Ecosystern All'anos (NWEA) today submitted o scaled
contract bid for tha purchase of dlyim 10 the Thunder Jalvago timber Mln.oﬁ'bred by the
Okanogan Netlogal Potest. The Alliance offared $4.2% per thousand board feet of vimber
* for the sight 10 keep thess trces standing, which {5 one penoy higher thian the minitmm

acowptoble bid of $4.24. The'bid will be opened, along with any competing ofitrs w log
the trees, in the Parest Servics's distriet office in Tonaskes st 3 PM on Wedneyday.

The Thuister Salvage salo 1a losated just gouth of tho Pasayton Wilderonss Ares, jn land
affected by the Thunder Mountaln Firs in the suntmer of 1994, The sale would involve

. eonstruction of new 10248 gnd wonitd Jog 3.9 milion board feet of timber from insldo oue
of iargest remaining undoveloped wreas in Walhington state, Forest Service sindies show
that the area provides valuable wildlife Babitat and that logging conld jooperdize iperiied -
saimon uns downstreom. Consetvatiotlsts cannot challenge the profact on exvironmental
grounds hecauss of the *logging without lawy” rider, passed by Conpress in Aupuet.

Tha. Thunder Mountan sale likte many athers now being offered by the natona) foresis i ©
eastern Weshington, will cost the govermsuent far mote (o ivplamant 1han i will gencreto

in fevooues. Manning of this gale has slrasdy eoot tho Foren Sorvice wall over $200,000,
wherens the minimum bld welll groes tie governmant only $15,000 - sss than & tenth ot ite
o013, The prics roflncts gbouty 30 cantt per tree, nr $2.1.00 & tuckioad. b '

*The Foren Secvice is mannaging our furest bke.a stup Kichen fin timbe veupanios, vo

wi'vo como 1o teke cut pleve {n ling,” eald Mitch Micdman, NWIA Foeeoutive Dirostor.

“"Tho 515,000 we'ro offering ls » great dea) for the publle since we promise not to cut the
* trous of makefor additional Soderal band.ouns £of rond consaotion and replanting.”.

" Acgording 1o Evan Brost, NWEA'S sl ecologist, “Thuse nees ate worth By tnore
stunding — (o protoct wildilfe, soils, water quality, and Asherics -~ than what the Forest
Sarvigs is aaldng 10 cut them down, The Jeart the Forest Sarvice ean do js seil ug the
timbes and prevent the environmentsl dasge 1hat wotld eome with 1alvag logging”.

Bruce Morrison, 8 miember of Methow Porest Watch, sxys: *With the depresssd timber
prices and poor wood quality up there, tie Forest Jsrvice should bave given up on this )
projest along time ngo. Yo! spatn, taxpayers are being askad t6 foot tho bill.* Olmnogan
National Forest Supervisor Sam Gebir sefused 10 drop the sale ovan after recaiving lotters
Bom local and togional mill thls summer stating no intersst in the timber. '

Priedman addod, *Woe'sc deing (kb ot only ta protect our natural haritage, !m'l to prove
onoe and for all that standing forests are good tgfnhmnw.“; .

+

360)6719950 © - . Sulte316, 1158 N, Sate St Helitrighum, WA 90225
mxﬁ(SSO) 6718429 . , MALL .‘BO. B?@QBIQ. Bllingham, WA 90227-2013
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A REPORT TO CONGRESS AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
ON THE FOREST HEALTH RIDER
Section 2001, P.L. 104-19

- 163 Days Of
Logging Without Laws

January 5, 1996

STERN ANCIENT FOREST CAMPAIGN
1101 14th Street NW Suite 1400
Washington D.C. 20005
(202)789-2844x288

%%pared by the

in cooperation with:

The Idaho Conservation League

The Alliance for the Wild Rockies

The Montana Wilderness Assocdiation

The Friends of the Wild Swan

The Swan View Coalition

The Klamath Forest Alliance

Headwaters

The Friends of Elk River

The Colorado Environmental Coalition
Heartwood

The Northwest Ecosystem Alliance '
The Southwest Center for Biological Diversity
The Alabama Wilderness Alliance

The Bankhead Monitor
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THUNDER MOUNTAIN SALVAGE SALE - Washington

* Salvage sale in the state’s largest remaining forested roadless area,
with adverse impacts on mldh’ge habitat and jeopardy.to imperiled
salmon runs downstream.

* The project contradicts the findings of the Chewuch River

watershed analysis, which identified the Thunder Mountain area. is.a

critical source of high quality water for spring chinook, and -

%comntl‘exéded protection to avoid adverse impacts to this Key
atershed. -

* No bids were received on the sale in October, and when it was
reoffered in December, the successful bidder was the Northwest -
Ecosystem Alliance which bought the sale at 60 cents a tree.

* The purchase price of $30,000 for the sale compares to planning
costs for the Forest Service alone of $200,000 insuring that the
government’s loss will be at least $170,000.

Location:

The sale will log in the 70,000 acre Long SWam;l:( roadless Area just south of the
Pasayten Wilderness area. This portion of the Okanogan NF was affected by the
Thunder Mountain fire in 1994,

Background:

The sale proposes construction of new roads and logging of 3.5 mmbf of timber
on 275 acres in the heart of one of Washington’s largest undeveloped forest
areas. Forest Service studies document environmental damage which will result
from the sale. The sale was offered under the "forest heaith rider” so that the
Klublic was not able to chailenge the sale on environmental grounds, so the
orthwest Ecosystem Alliance bid successfully on the sale at $8.25 per thousand
board feet. The Okanogan Forest Supervisor refused to drop the sale much
earlier even after receivingéJ letters from regional mills indicating no interest in the
timber, and receiving no bids on the sale in October when it was originally

offered.

Status:

NWEA offered its successful bid for the sale December 20, but does no* plan to
log it. (This is believed to be the first time in the history of the National Forest

system that a party has won rights to a sale with no intent to cut the trees).



FROM: KONICA FAX TO: JAN 25, 1996 1:20PM H123 P.O6

Quotes:

"It was like a_post-Christmas sale at Walmart, with public forests at bargain
prices. The Forest Service is playing Santa to the ttmber industry, but
Grinch to taxpayers. You can’t blame us for shopping a bargain — we at
least will our money, but leave the trees and wilcﬁife itat infact."
Mitch Frie , NWEA _ |

"Those trees are worth far more standing — to protect wildlife, soils, water

uality, and fisheries — than what the Forest Service is asking to cut them.
f the sale were logged, the public would once in subsidies and a second
time in environmental damage.” Evan Forest, NWEA ecologist

"With the depressed timber prices and poor wood quality up there, the Forest
Service should have given up on this sale a long time ago.” Bruce -
Morrison, Methow Forest Watch

F inf .
Mitch Friedman or Evan Frost, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, (360)671-9950




FROM: KONICA FAX

| INSTRDCTIARS TO FIRRST QFFICESs Camplnu spplicable blanke bofore aending to prospective purchasers. Attach
| copy of notice of sale. Entries are requived in colwms 8a & b, l4a. b, ¢, @y & Zi158 ond 20 in al) eales.

| Serike out spaces for _eotxien in one or wore of colwmna d, g, or hy, 4f not applicable to the sale, 00

| *e2tennewidizn ERSPORSK TO TAE ROYIIX OF SAJE FOBRLISHED YA YHE HEWSPAFPER SFECIFIRD ABOVE, ARD smuxcr 10 YHE
| CORDYYION: ATTACAED MENKTO, THE POLLOMING BID 15 SORMITIED AND SAALL, CONSTITUTE A FIRM OFFER: sk aakatsaansens

To: JAN 25, 1996 1:20PM #H123 p.g7
B o, 0596-0066 xxp 2!20[91
USDA-Foxeat Service BID POR AUVERTISED TIMAER 1
{Raferenco PEH 2430, FSM 2409.18, Saction: 57.2) l
. SALE NUMBEM: | 2. DATE BID OPERED! | 3. OFENED BY; Iaf2o)45 | 4. IN , OF: i
o2 | Docember 20, 3998 3 | (O dstwnanmd diclAn 2 |
3. SALPE NAME: TODWOME EALVALE _ | 8. TIPE OF BID |
6. NATIONAL FORESTS | 7. RANGER DISTRICT: ) a. |¥') Sealed Bid |
CRAMOCAN [ TOMASKEY L.__b { 1} confirpavion of Oral Bid |
9. TOt (Title and addrevm of Forsov Officar [10. MAME OF NEWEPAPER® |11, DATE PUBLISHED: ]
| roceiving bide) { ] |
| Yorest Sopervisor i Tha Chrisdels } Decesber 13, 1995 |
| Okarogan Mariomal Forest 2. cary (19. 2TATR: |
} 1240 Sowth Seerd | | ' |
|___ Owavogan, ¥MA 378840 L Omak | WA |
|
|
{
|
|
|

1{ ‘this ia a ltmp-sum paymunt undt sale. Bid rates snd required deposits shall be applied to each paymont upit
a9 provided by the poywant provioion of tha econtenct., !
2/ FLAT RATE SALE, not subject Lo quarterly adjuetment. J

1

v

- BID CUARANTER: (a) The minimitm guarantes Which musr nceompany this bid e $1.500.00

-

|1he BYD YMFTEMATTON: | { { —__RATES YER UNLT CF HEASURE ]
| JUNTT OF| ESTIMATED) | 1 | Add'r Deposits| BASE !
{ SKECLES AND PRODUCTS |MEASURE| QUANTYTY | Base | Advertised | Bid | Slash Dleposal| INDICES |
(a) oy 1 ey 1 otdy f (e | (£) ] (g) | N
Places Bubject to Per | | 1 | | - * I g "
M Pricing: 2/ I | L | | ): 1 |
| i | I | -t : ! i
| i ] | L [} ! |
Englemann Spruce I | | ! | -k | | |
& Othexs { MBF | 3530 {5 6.26 | S5 6.24 ! X, |. $1.24 1 333.69 |
| | ! | I 1 | | |
WEXGHTED AVERAGE (SMBF) | --c | ~ov ] --- 1§ 4,24 | lf )5’ L - | i
| | | | | I | |
A } | )| | I | |
|
{
|
1
|
[
]
|

(» The form of puarantes accowpanying this bid Jo a(n)__

in tha amomt of: § . (See lnscmutton 6 for moceptable formm of pnmnt:z
SUBJECY TU THE PERALIIES FRESCRYRED TN W2 U_€_¢. 1001, RIVORR CERTIFIRS TYAT THX FOLLOWING
nmmunms ARK mgx_%mx (Cheok appropriste boxss in sll items belew.)

a. That the Bidder {. } has, {+/] has 1wt euployed vr retained any coppany ox person (other than » full-
tive bona fide mloyee sworking eolely Four the bfdder) to solicit or secure a comeract for thie timber,

— et e e e e e e — — v —— — e - s -

[
()]
.

)
!
|
|
!
b. Thet vhe Bidder | ) hma, t/] has not paid or ugreed to psy Any company or pareon (other than a full- |
tioe: bona fida ewployee working solely for the bidder) any fee, coftrdssion, péreentage or brokersge {
fee, contlagont upom or resulting from the avard of contréct for this timber, ond sgraas vo furnish |
tnforuation telaring thereto s6 tequented by the officer authovized to appreve the timber ssle contract.|
|
|
:
|
|

Thae che Bidder { | ham, | \/ has not participated in » previsus conrragt subject to the provisiva of
pection 202 of Executive Order 11246 (Hon-discrimination in Employwent) of 9/24/65, as smwndad; and that
the Bidder { ) has, | ) has not sulmictad required cowpliance reports tnder such previcus contrecta.

r—..—-.“._...—-_—_—-.-..-_.——
.

4. Thst the Piddar together with ita affiliates employs tha following number of potou7 and in claswified
ast (V) 3-25 | ) 26-500 [ ] OVER 500 apd a: [ ] HMANUFACTURER ] RONMANUFACTURER. |




FROM:KONICA FAX TO:

JAN 25. 1996 1:21PM #123 P.@og

!
¥8-2400-14 (9{94) Fage 2 of S
17, CERTIFICATR OF TRDEFEMDERY FRICK IWTEPMINATION! SURIRCT 10 THE PREALYIXS PRESCRTRED YW 18 ©1.§.C. 1001.
BIDDAR CXEYIVIES MDD REFRKESKNLE TIAT THE rOLLO0DAY REPRESFETATIONS ARKE ACCHRAYE AND COMPLEYR ¢«
A. By gutwission of this bid each biddar slso certifies, «nd in the cass of a joint bid exch party
thareto cectifios as to ite own orgunigation, that in commactien with this wala.
{1) The pricen in this bid have basn arrived at independently, without consultatios, commnication. s
Or sgremmedC, #4 to &0y watter tRlating to wuch prices with any sther bidder or with any potential
conpatitrocs

]

]

|

\

{

[

|

|
(2) The prices vhich have been quoted in this bid have not been knowingly disclomsd by tha bldder and |
will rot lowwingly be disclosed by the biddear prior to opeming of bid, dizecrly or indirectly to ]

any other bidder or to any potential comperitor) and |

{3) Ro sttompt has boon mude oF will be meds by ths biddar to induee any ochar persen or firm to !
subndt or not to submit & bid. |

B. Each persem asigning this b4d or proposs] cercifiwe thav: i
(1) The Signar is tha person in the biddar’s orpanivation sespemaible wichin thar organdration for )
the decision ae Lo thw pricee bid Lorein end thae tha Signar has not participated, and will wot }

not participate, in any sction cootrary to A (§) through A (3) abovet or |

{2) The Signeyr o not the person in the Bidder's orgenitation responsible wvithin thet organizacion ]
for the decision 88 to prices bid hAresn but that the Signes bas been guthorized in writing \

to act as sgent fox tha perecns raspameible for such decision in certifying that such persons |

have not participsted. and will not participate, in any actiom conerary to A (1) through A (3) {

above, ond as their agent doms heraby so rertifyy ond that the Signsr has not parvdcipsated, end |

vill not parricipate, in uny action concyexy to A (1) throuph A (3) abova. }

C. A bid vill ot ba connidered for avward whove any portion of A or 8 above lina besn deleted or wodifled. |
Uhexe thess provisions have heen deleted or modified the bid will not ba considored for award wmlees ]
bidder fornishes with the bid a sworn stAtemsntc which sets forth in darasld the oisgumetances of tha |
diaclosure and the Chiaf, Foreat Servitv, or the Chisf's designea, determduna that such dinclosure wae |
not weda for the purpose of rcecrictins cowparition. -
}38. ROAD COWNYRTICTION OPTION: { ] X Box 4f Biddar is a Spall Buninews and wishes to have Forear Service i
jcomsrrdet specifled roade, You may nnt change an elecrion once mde, Failure TO mark box consuitutes i
|agreement o build rosda. Elettion may not be changed subsegquent to time set for opening bida (Eos slso |
| Lnatructions 12 and 13). |
Il’- mﬂ-‘h DOMMEAYMERY AM) BOMD: The bidder whose bid 46 ucceptad will, within 30 days of the award |
[lattar's date, or sny written extension thareof by the Forest Service, execute a timber eale contraet which |
|shall be provided by tha Forest Service snd bu bassd on tha sssple contract sofexencad in the prospectus. |
|Simltansously, bidder shall submit s downpayment and furmnioch s satisfactory performance bend, in accordance |
jwith the provieions of such timbar sels eonermct, 4in tha pans] nun as preacribed in tha prospestus for this {
|eala, atnd otherwiase complete tha process described on this form and pages sttached herero. Bidder agrees |
jthat its failure to cowply with this psragrepb shall result 4n » tarmination of this contracst for bireach }
|wnnidar provieions of paragraph 10 of the Instruarioms to Bldders partion of this form. |
|20. DOMPAYMENT: Pursuant to 36 CFR 223.49, the bidder to uhom sward 4a nade must mske a doumpayment at the |
Jtime the comrrsct is aixmad by the bidder and retmrmed to the Forest Sexrvica in the smoune oft |
{ (XX) Ten percent of the sdvertised valua plus twenty percent of the toral bid promiim. \
| () percent or the sgvertised valve, plus pageant of the tetal bid premiun |
| based on tha Chicf's deteominacion that rhis wmownt i nacessary to deter apaculation, |
| HOTIGE: Tha indicated downpayment amount shall be increased to vwwaty parceit of the total advertisned value |
|amd 40 parcent of the tovsl bid premium {f Fureer Service determinee that bidder mau the critaris for |
|additional devmpsyment eatsblished by 36 CYR 223.49. . [
|21, FOM OFFER: Biddar hareby agrees Dot to withdxaw this bid eFrar the bid opening. Signing this form binds |
jthe blAdar to mccept award wndar the terms of tha sanple contract and this bid form.if 4te bid is mecepred |
{uichin 90 doys after bid opening, The period for add¢ptanca pay be extended by written notice from bidder. IE|
|biddar qualifies as a soell businees and elects rosd conatruction by Forost Service|then bidder agrees that iral
loffer shall remin opem through tha period svatad in tvha prospsstus although that od may excesd 90 days. |
{22. s GF PINRR™S OITERt By its signacure, bidder represants that it has read ind undarsvands esch and i
jevery provieion of this bid form (tomecher with any attachments therero) and the sample asle contract. Bldderx |
|sgreen that it sscucms the responsibility to clardfy any quaarions before eigning this form, Hoowvar, biddar |
{agress that the writtem provisions of this bid form (togothsr with sny artachments) iand the sample sale !
t

|

|

L)

— —— —t ——- — — — — A WS W A — T — —— ——— — o — —— —

|contract comstivuta thw eorire egreeswne of tha parties untdl a written contract isiexecuted and neithar the
{bid form (and any mttachmente) nor the sawple contract can be orally oodiffed, 9idder expressly adopts the
{terme of this bid form and the sample comtrsct as materin) parts of its offer for tha advertised timber,

)



FROM:KONICA FAX :
TO: JAN 25, 1996 1:22pM H122 P.@9

. . ES5+2400-14 (9/99) tage 7 or o _
‘23, DYSCIATMER OF ESTIMAYRS AND BITENR'S WARNANTY OF IMSPECTIUMS BEFOSE SUBMITIING THIE UID, BIDOER 1S |
ADVISED AMD CAUTIONED TO JNSPECT THE SALE AREA, EEVIEV TEE REQUIREMERTS OF THE SAMPLE TIMBXR SALE CONTRACY, AND|
|TAKE SUCR OTHER STIPS A3 MAY BE REASONABLY NRCESSARY TO ASCERTAIN 1EE LOCATION, ESTIMATED VOLUMES, CORSTROCTION|
|ESTIMATEE, AND OVERATING COSTS OF TRR OFFERRD TIMBER, FAILURE TO DO SO VILL NOT BELIEVE BIDOERS FROM RESPON- |
| SIBILITY FOR COMPLETING TRR CONTRACT, ]
| BLIODER/PURCHASER VARKANTS TRAT THIS BLL/OFFER 15 SUBMITTED SOLELY ON THE DASLIE OF ITS FXAMINATION AND ]
| ISEPECTTOR OF THE QUALITY AND QUARYITY OF THE TINRPR OFFERED FOR SALE AND 1S BASED SOLELY OR XTS OPINIOW O¥ TEE|
{VALUR THERZOF AMD ITS COSTS Of RRCOUVERY, WITHOUT ANY RELYANCE ON FOREST SERVICEZ ESTIMATES OF TIMBER QUALITY, |
]QUANTLTY C® COSTY® OF RECOVERY. BIDDER FURTMER ACKROWIZOGES THAT THE FOREST SERVICE) (1) EXPRESSLY DLSCLAIMS
|ANY UARRARTY OF YITNESS OF TIMBER FOR ANY PURPOSE: (11) OFFERS THIS TIMARR A IS WITHOUT ANY WARRANTY OF
|QUALITY (MERCEANTABILITY) OR QUANTITY AND, (111) EXPRESSLY DISCLAIMS ANY WARRANTY AS TO THE QUANTITY OR
|QUALITY OF TTMMER SOLD EXCEPT A MAY PE YXPRESSLY WARRANTED IN THE SAMPLE CONTRACT.
|  DIODER/PURCRASER PURTHERL HOLDS FOREST SERVICE HARMLESS FOR ANT ERROR, MISTARE, OR NEGLIGENCE REGARDING
|ESTIMATES EXCHPT AS EXPRESSLY WARRANTED AGAINST IN THE BAMPLE CONTRACT.
| AARESEAERARRART RN .
|2¢. CERTIFECATION OF CIMPLIAWE WITH EXFUKT AmD SUBSTITUTION RRSTRICTIONS. |
{ By submissiop o0f this bid each biddor cervifias thar the bidder 49 in covpliance with applicable
ptohibitions apainst swport snd subatitucion prascribad in the Yoreat Ramsources Conparvecion and
Shogtage Relief Act of 1990 (16 U.5.G. 620 et seq.) In Alstka, exporte of logs, cordwood or primary

products derdved from includad timer may non b cranspurced from Aluaka witheut Regionsl Forester
approval (Soce inatruetion 15).

2%. CERTIFICATION OF AFPTLIAYION.
Tha bidder cartifine that a complete lisring of Didder’s affsliutes whe axe pripaxily engaged in the
Yogging of foreat preducrn is 4ncluded vith this bid: (Add additiomal pegaen Lg nesdedy Sao Inavructions
t1 snd 14)¢

]
FULL RAME OP ALL PARTNERS ANUD ALYILIATES (Type or Print) PURCHASER IDERTIFICATION WO: (TAX 1D#)

t
|
I
|
]
{
I
{
|
|
|
|
|
[
!
|
[
!
!

N

[ Public reporting burdes for thias collection 18 estimated to be 10 mixmras per reaponss. including vime for
| reviewing insvructions, searching exieting daes esocurcas, gatharing snd maintsining the data needed, and

| complacing snd reviewivg the collestion of {nformarion. Gewnd comments regarding chie burdan estimaca vo

| Deparcment of Agriculture, Clearance Officsr, DIEM, AG PBox 7630, Washingtop, DC 202505 and to Offdes of

| Manspement und Pudpet, Paperwork Reduction Projecr, (CHB £0596-0066), Washingren, DC 20503,

| EoOR SIGEING THIS KID, REVIES T ATYACHED 1NSTHOCYIONS TU SIDDMES AND FILL IN THR AFMIICAFLE EIANKS XN
| _PCEES 14, 15b, 16, LB wed 35

|
|
|
|
\
1
|
[
[
!
!
c
!
u
[
|
|
|
|
!
!
!
|
|
l
[
1
l
!
|
|
|
!
t
|
l
|
!
[

|NAE OF BIDDERY (Typa or Print) |BIt  (Sigaature in 4ink)

L AW Ecoc yeto Au.We N A

| PURCBASER mnmxca.ﬂou uo. EL 5’ '“l v |TITLE: (Type or Print) | DaTE

| AIDDER (TAX 1D#3: Coqy | | |
| BUSINESE ADDRESS (lncludo Zip Coda) (Type or Prinac) | /;)“ "“‘?l“'*- Divec b JI%'/U !
| (165 N Shate *E2/5 }

: @c/hnyiﬂw\ wh Fer2s I

| {
Daposits will be returned to unsuccessful bidders by certified mail unloos deposits are raturved peracnally.
RECEIPY YOR RETURNED DEPOSITS:

Chaak Number in rbhe smount of 3 dated was ratuzeed to

D ——— e

Signavure Data




FROM:KONICA FAX

TO:
JAN 25. 1996 1:20PM #1203 p.1g
e P — _SEXpPArem oo.; ..,
UShk=-Forest Service CRRTTTCATION OF WOWSUBGTITUTIGH OF TIVRER YURCBASED

R - AND DISPOSITION OF DOMESTIGALLY PROCESSED AND EXPORTED TIMAER ’
- (Reaference FSM 2455 and FSH 2409.15) [

1 Sale K s i4d D

. N ne At
a1 T THUNDER SALVAGE . December 20, 1995

The bidder hetsby cerrifies Liat 1{ avarded this conLrmcr, pldder s PUTChAGE WALl NOT Comatitute swomtifution &

defined in Secrecary of Agricultuvre’s Regularion 36 CFR 223.160 vegarding private timber exported by the
purchaser or sn sffiliace, directly or indirectly.

7ha vidder agtees that if nvarded thie contract, bidder will maintain, for up to 3 yoears afrer the sale 4o
terminated, and meka avajlable vo the Forest Service, upon raqueat, sl) of bidday's and bidder's afftliaces’
records dealing with the disposition of any unprocessed timper from this aale and sny unprocessed timber from
private lands in the tritintary ares vhich is expotted or aold for export by the bidder,

vriting, the informaricn cotiteined in PARKT 11 of this form.

The bidder hereby cextifies that, ae defined in Seeretary of Agriculture’s Regularien 36 CFR 223.87, the

following A8 & tTup and complete sracement of the disposition, for the previocus calendar year. of National Forest
.jrimber harvested and privets timber exported or s0ld for exnort by the bidder or bidder's efftlduter from the

’_g;_tm:g area To which [he Limpber from thie salw is expected to be delivered. H
Certification for calendsr yesr 19_787 ,

The bidder {urther agrees that biddey will, prior to awsrd of this contract, furnish e the Forcet Service, in ‘

|
1. National Fotest timber proceassed domeetically: sold for domcselc proceseing, or surplus timber expotted, i
1} 8. Thie inforwation hme baen previcusiy certified mnd is on record at the offica of the Forear i
Supervisor, National foress.
{ ) &. This inforumation ic shown en che actached Form F5-2400-46.

|
2. Private tinpet axperted or sold for exporc: ,
{ ) a. This infoemation has been previously cerrified and & on xecord ac the office of the Forest !
Supervisor, National Foresc. |

1 1 bse Thia information is eheam on the atrached Form £S-2400-46, i
{+¥ c. Purchaser did not expo¥t or sell for expory timber during this year. :

y
[The bidder understanda thar the informsrion dearcibed cr furnished., in PARY I above, will not be treated os
1confidenciadl,

A e
'

; PART 1;

}This repost is requirad by 2aw (PL 9h-165) aubsaguent inter:zor and Related Apencies Appropriate Acts: 36 CFR
1221.87. Fallure to report can terult in nen-award of rimber rais contracts or bdreach Of timber saie contvects,
|Murcehaser underscands that the information duscribed oz furmichod in PART II beics, will not be treptod as
jconfidential. -
l. The nampeb and pddresses of plants Gt othexr -clatdions ie wiich tre timbar 1€ expecleq to pe gelivered.
a. PFURCHASED YOR DELIVERY 7O (NMAME AND ADDRESS OF FLAVY!: .

12vre~Thesnamsprand-pdvertioedavaiumen-of-nil-timper-seias-ourspnsef-ny-che-puremaswer-Andepuychaseris
. niftiinvepevforrdeiiverv-to-theaioeation-15avpp-ao-veaurven-tn-PART-Tiv-vroen-t-anavecdugingrencn-es
saionapr-yoaYa-i071 v~ 972y and-t933r ' . ‘
tvirar-Thin-inEormalionsvas-previouniy-ounminted —wikh-Ehace-—courmromer—nmcacm———ccctiRPOF-NoAN-aRE=-to '
suvrent-And-eores ey T ‘
t=t-Dr-Thin-iniormanion-ke-shown-on-the-aussened-FTorm-75-25¢p-4Be :

BeecThe-voiumco-nfrakl-eimper-ouher-Vhan-Hattonni~-Forearcerihurary-ra-tho-lsessianaciinrad-in-VART-Ihy-Hinqh-+
AdUVershna-have-been-anpoptedecdiveatly-ov-nol vectiyv=ny-tne-nurehnoer-or-puvenancela-nEftidbapna-iurane .
seoheef-enlendsr-yonrs-i07t¢-1972¢-and=iPgi. \
teircpvrThin-cnformansion-vae-previousdkyssutmitted -ViER-EHPe v r— —cma——caa= ro—meevscwcopimbar-ante-and-re

turrent-aAna-eerrioey
ledvNysThis-tninrtacioncie-shom-en-rhe-sttnehrd-Ferm-F5-3405vbide
f-j-cv-furohanerdid-not-expa Py -¥inberr-6Rreeusv-or-snditeetey v-during-rhe ~d0senyav-yYrars-tP¥iv-2933-and- 975

—— . —— e a———

IThe bidder further segees to Ewrnish. prior to hauling 1o any difierent lacarions, Llike information conceming !
jerid di€ferent locations, ‘ |
TR SN B A B2 T 2 B AR B |
Tublic zeporring barden for this collection of information is estimared to average 0.3507 hours and 36.04 per
rasponse, including the time for reviewing instructions, aearching sxinting deta eources, gatherirg and main-.
|taining dats veednd, and complecing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comoentsd xegarding chia i
burden estimate of any other aspects of thie collection of inforwmarion, including cuggestions for reducing thie
burden, to Deparement of Agriculyure:. Clearsnce Officer. OIRM, Roon 404-W, Wsehington, p,C. 202305 and to the

‘WLWWMMMTWMM Frojecs (O $9396-0021), Uashigaten, D.C. 20503,
[ Ame © «  Titls ND . "
VLo sncton  Albsace e Dirgstow PR TE PYPet <7

%.’. Signature i V—v-———— 6. bate J o R Y g

LR Y




FROM:KONICA Fay

JAN 25, 1994

I Tg gy §22 1:23PM #1323 p, g4

in the Pacific Northwest

. Fores},S.upefvisor " | NN""WE s'. . : ‘
?21311(:) S.Second ‘““ﬁ‘sum M."ANL'{ |

Okanogan WA 98840

) ’r

"For Wildness and Diversi ty

19 December 1995

Dear Mr. Gehr: - ' " '

Please be advised that Susan Crampton, as o memiber of the Northwest
Ecosystem Alliance, is authorized on behalf of the alliance to bid on or

negotiate for the purchase or sale of timber ﬁom the Okanogan National
Forest, ,

In conpection with the foregoing, Ms. Crampton is authonzed on behalf of the
alliance to execute all instruments and documeuts ncccssary to bid on, or
negonatc for the purchase of timber..

P

All tunber sale contracts awarded to NW I cosystem Mhance w:ll be
cxecuted by myself . :

Sincerely, o

Mltcthm/an B
. Executive Director - - ’ S

(360)671-9950  ©  Suite 316, 1155 N. State St.. Bellmgham WA 98225 |
Eax (360)671-8429 . ' MAIL I’O Box 2813, Bellingham WA 98227-2813



FROM:KONICA FAX :
TO: JAN 235, 1996 1:24PM #1503 P.12

OB No. G596~ ooss__;_ap_zfze}n

jUsba-Forast Bervice BID FOR AUVEXTISED YIMBEL
{Reference FSM 2430, FSE 2409.18, Sectiun 57.2) .
» SALE NUMBERG | 2. NATE BID OPENEZD: { 3+ OPERED BY:1 | 4. IN THE FRESKNCE OF:
012 | Decowber 20, 1995 3 ™M | ]
S. BALE NAME: THIWOER SAYVANR 'B.T!’PKOP BID
|

6. NATIORAL FOREST! { 7. RANGER DISTRICT: a. | 1,Sesled BLd

ORpRCCAN | . TAsxEr = J b Confiywacion of Oral Bid
9. TOs (Titla and addresr of Yorset Offices |10- NAME OF NEWSPAFER® (11. DATE PUBLISHED?

|
\

|

|

|

|

1

recelving bide) | | |
§

]

]

|

{

|

{

Foreat Supearvisor | _The Chruniele i Docambear 13, 1995
Okmmopen Rusiooal Forest {12. crmx (13. STarm:
1200 South Secvax? ] {

Chanogem, WA 9RE40 | txemlk i VA

TETRNCYIONS TO FORKST OFFICER: Cowplete applicable blanks before sending to prospective purchasers. aAttach
copy of notice of prle. Entries are requived in colums Ba & b, l4a, b, ¢y &, & g,15a ond 20 in all aales.

|

i1

|

1

|

|

!

|

{

|

|

}

|

|

| Btrike out epaces for entried in one or more of columne d, g, or h, 1f not applicable to the sale,

| wasrvianadaary KRSPOEEE TO THE WOTICE OF SATR m.xmo IR THE masmm SFECIFIED ABOVE, AHD SURJELCY 70 THE
|_CORDITIONS AYTACHRD FEEEYQ, TER FOLLOWIEU BID 1S SUEMITTED AND SHALL CORSTITUTR A FIMM (IFFER: #*aaasrawseahids
1
|
|
lee
|
|
|
|
{
|
!
| WE
1
\
{

f2f nxr RATE SALE, not subject vo quarterly adjuatmemt,

« BMID CUARAWIYE: tw) The winimum guarantee which must accompany this bid iar $1,500.00 .

{

»_|

14. AYD THNOURMATION: l I, "__RATES PER UNAT OF MEASURE | |
. UNIT OF| ESTTMATER( i | | Add’t Depaosiva| BRASE ]
SPECIES AND PRODUCTS |MEASURE| QUANTITY | Baee | Advextisad | Bid | Slash Disposal| INDICES |
(a) 1y} ey | &) | e) | (E) A (e) Jo |

Pleces Subjoct to Per | | | [ -* - | |
¥ Pricingt 2/ 1 | ! 1 2l | |
{ [ . { k- | {

1 | 1 L | l Lo

Englemamn Spruce | { { | - - | |
§ Othars | MBf | 3530 |$ ¢.24 | 5 e.24 ] KKK L sl.ia L _3a3.6% |
| i | | | 1 | | ]

WELGHTED AVERAGE (3MBP) | --- |  --- [ _~==... 18 4.24 ] 8 S5 ' ] —- |
| | | | | 1 | |

| ] _ | { _L A |

1l nu {s a lump-wum payment unit gale. BLY rates ond requived dupostts chall be applied to each payment unici
] % providod by the payment proviaton of the contract, |
|

|

}

|

|

1

(1) The form of guarcantes accomponying thie bid is a(n)

in the amount ofr § «  (8ce lpatruckion 6 for acceptable forms of payment)
. SUBJECT TO THE PXMAILTIRS FRESCRIBXD YM 18 U_S.C. 100L, BIDOEX CRRTIVIES TIAT THR FOUIAOUING
REPRECENTAYIONS ARR ACCUBATE ARD CONPLETE: (Check appropriste boxes in all itewo below.)

a. That the Bidder ( ] hae, ! ] hme nOT ewployed or 1etained any company or pereon {other than o full-
tipe bona fide ewployee working solely for che bidder) to meliait oy nmecure a contract for thiam timber.

I

|

i

i

|

|16 I
| |
! !
| |
I |
| L. That tha Bidder | | has, [ ] lse fiot paid or sgreed 1o pay eny company or pareon (other than & full« |
[ time bona fide employee working solely for the bidder) any fea, comuiseion, perceatage or brokarsge |
| fee, contingent upon OF resulting frow the award of contract for this timbar. and agrees vo furnish i
|

|

1

|

{

|

i

1

informarion relating thereto so requesked by the of ficer authorized to approve.the timber sale contract. |

|

c. That the Biddar { ] ham, { | has not participated in a previous contract subject to thw provieion of |
section 202 of Executive Order 11246 (Nonwdiscriminakion in Exployment) of ©/24/65, as anendad{ and that|
the Bidder [ ) has, [ ) hss por submitted yequired compliance reports under such pravioua contracte.

|
: |
4. Thar the Bidder togetbur with ira affilistes employa vt following yumbar of pezsons and 1o claseified |

sor [ ) 1-23 { 1 26-500 | |} OVER S0C_ and a; t )] MARUPACTURER { ) NONMARUFACTURER. L
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FS-2400-14 (9/94) Page 3 0f 5
2y. DISCIATMER OF ESTIMATEN AND BITENR’S WARRANYY OF TESERCTI DNt RAEFPORE SUMMITTING 1HIS BIp, BIDOER I8 {
ADVISED AAD CAUTIORED TO IRSFECT THE SALE AKFA, REVIEW T2 XEQUINEMINSY OF THE SAMOLE TINERE LAY COMTRACT. ARD!
OO [ CUXIS SZ7FRY TYPES JAF. 00" B° (PASCAMNEL” (BVCEARLEY (O aACTRTACS ot LTI SETIORITTT DLUHEES . CYMyyt e Ty’
STIMATES, AN OPEBATING COSTE OF THE OVFERED TIMEEFR. TYAILURE 70 DO 80 WILL RQYT RELIEVE BIDDERS FROM RESPOR-
IRITITY FOR COMPLETING THE COMTRACT.

BIDOER/FUNCAASER WARRANTS TOAT THLS BID/OFFER ]S SUBMITTED SOLELY OR THE BASIE OF IYS EYAMINATION AND
NSPECTION OF TEE QUALITY AKD QUANTITY O THE TIMRER OFFZRED FOR SALE AND I3 BASRD SOLZLY ON ITS OPTNION OF THE
ALUVE THERZOF AND ITS COSTE OF RECOVERY, WITBOUT ANY RELIANCE. ON FOREST SERVICE ESTIMATES OF TIMBER QUALITY,
MANTITY O COSTS OF RECOVERY. RIDDER FURTHER ACKHOMLEDGES THAT TYE FNOREST SERVICE! (4) IXPRESSLY DISCLAIMS
KY WARRANTY OF YTYNESS OF TIMBER FOR ANY PURFOSEs (1ii) OFFERS THIS TOMARR AS 1S WITHOUT AKY WARRANTY OF
JUALITY (MZRCHANYADILITY) OR QUANTITY AND, (111) FXPHESSLY DISCLATMR ANY WARAANTY AS TO THE QUANTITY o2
JUALITY OF TIMAFR SOLD EXOEPT A8 MAY BE FXPRESSLY WARRANTFD IR TRE SAMVIE CONTRACT.

BIDDTR/PURCAASFR FURTHER BOLDS FOREST SEBVICE HARMIRSS FUR ANY ERRDR, MISTAKE, OR NEGLIGENCE BEGARDING
ISTIMATES EXCEPT AS EXFRESSLY WARRANTED AGAINST IN THE SAMPLY CONTRACT.

[XT 2T TR TY S 3
mmwmmmmmmmmmu mnlmm.

By By subadesion of this did each bidder costifies that the blddar is in compliance with applicable

prohibitions sgainst axport and subetitvtion preacribed in the Forast Resources Cousarvetion and

Shortage Rellief Act of 1990 (16 VU.5.G. 620 ot meq.) 1In Alsska, axporrs of logm, cordwood or primsry

products derived frux included vimber tay nor bea cransported from Almsks withour Regional Foreater

sppeovel (Sem instruction 15).

23. CXFXIVICATUM OF AFFXLIATION.

Tha bidder cgn:{,{ie. that 8 cooplere listing of Bidder‘s wifiliaces who are primexily sngaged in the

logging of foreat products ie Inaluded with this bid: (Add sddivional pages if naeded; Bee Inatructioms

11 and 143t

FULL NAME OF ALL PARTHERS AND AFFILIATES (Typa or FPriut) PURCHASER IDEWTLIFICATION RO: (TAX 1D}

Publig repoxting buxden for this collsction is estimated to ba 10 wmimtes per responae, {ncluding ¢ime for
reviemring inscruccions, seapching existing data sourcea, gathering snd maintaining the dats needed, amd

| complering snd veviewing the collection ¢f information. Send commente rewsrding this burden sotimts to

| Department of Agriculture, Clearance Officex, OINM, A Box 7630, Washingten. DC 20250¢ and to Office of

| Mansgemsut and Budget. Paperwork Reduction Project, (OMB $#0595-0066), Wanhington, DC 20503.

| rxPoNx SICHINC TIOS BN, EXVIEW THE ATTACHED IRSTEUCTIONS 70 STDDERS AND FILL TH TEX AFFLICANIK BLADKY IN

I
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f
|
|
l
|
i
|
[
|
|
{

!
|
I
{
{
|
!
[
!
{
|
!
{
I
|
I
!
!
|
|
|
(
{
|
|
!
}
|
!
I
!
{
|
I
\
|
|
1
|
|
!
|
|
!

|_moxes 18F, 15b, 16, AR and 25. WA SA TR R AR SR

|RAME OF BIDDER: (Type or Print) |BI:  (Sigosture in ink)

N W Etosystem Alliance \ Jeponititsa pBy

| PURCEASYR IDENTIFICAYION NO. OF THE |TITLE: (Type or Print) | PATE

{BSDDER (TAX IDP): : ] /%
|SUSINESS ADDRESS (Include Zip Code) (Iype or Frimt) KW’”A@’ Wi/ E4 : (/52

]
| l

\ I

{ | .

Daposite will be returoad to unsuccessful biddsrs by sertified mail unlesa deposits sre returned persomully.
RECEIPT POR RETURNED DEPOZITSS

Chack theabar in the amounr of § dated vas retwined ro

Sigonture PData
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01/24/96 08:50 TFAX 5094222014 UBADUGAN M. L. e KV L ARBL VUL UV E

" BOARD PASTINS T .“'Z‘Z':t ALS AUCTICN

T hunder éa.lmza Timber Szl0

Date [2/80/95  rime '*_#f_ry . triet “Jonasked-

Bid Gusraniee 8§ _/; ‘;00 oo

Estirated Poad Credits & é, 229, 35

Specics F3+v L —] [ i Ay | TOIALS ’
. Vol. \=F 13530 | | 3530

Hir. 4zcepb. 2iaf ! 4lad | o. 24 ' A0

Bicders: [ : '

2. 22 95."1 Rios ) 710 R, ?Ek‘. 20

2‘-¥ '

Lﬂw”—g‘j“‘%“" ] | g8 !;,?.zm.go |
J] | | | }

uuf;h aest Z-_Casuil Jor

Yas 1249 (2380

e o
3

2

b FHI,Mg;

q‘ P :

| ! l 1

Additionz) Deoosits Jecuired for Slzsh Dispossl S_L,.Li_, ver MBF
Additional Dapeeits Recuired for Foad Maintenence #tﬂ- 5.5 _ per MMF

Flective Depoaits for Cooperative Zresisn Comtrel =0 T .. rer ¥EF

..-----"""_.m..‘.M'l-‘7"m . : , ! L a
NGN 1640 . . . ' e
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THUNDER SALVAGE SALE TALKING POINTS

The following is responses Lo points beinyg espcused by Mitch Friedman and Evan
Frost.

1. Salvage sale is in the state’'s largest remaining forestmd roadless area,

with adverse impac¢ts on wildlife habitat and jeopardy to imperiled salmon
runs downgtream.
The EI6 clearly dirplaye the impacts of propoeed actions within this
unroaded aArea, Both tha U.S. rFiph and Wildlite and Washington Btate Fish
and Wildlife axe supportive in cur £indinge of no likely affect te wildlife
or figh frem this projeet. The project is short term (1 year), 3$ncludes
minionl ¥oad constiwction which will be affsctively closed following the
project, and incvluded many protection measureas to imsure little impact on
£igh and wildllfe habitat. 7The Okanogan MNatiomal Forest Land and Raaource
Management Plan identifies thige area (o ba managed £or 1lynx habirac and
wood fiber production, two compatible uses. The #gale proposed woula
harvest only 2% of the gtanding deasa cimber volume from a 10,880 aore
firva. All trees to bu haurvested arue dead.

2. the project contradicts the findings of the Chewuch Ravex watershed

anglysis . . . [this area) is & critic¢el source of hich quality water for
spring chincok, ana recommended proteciion te avoid adverse impacts to this
xey watershed,
This project dJdoes not contradiat the findings of the Chawuch River
watershed analysis. Wo have ineluded many protection measuree in the
project to avoid advarse impacts o water guelity. We have searted a 3
ysar water monitoring pregram in the Chawuch to nonitor impacte of fire and
project, wa included no harvest buffey strips recommeanded by PACFISH aroundg
all srtreama and wetlsnda, we limited tractor yarding to slopas more
reutrictive than our Foréemt Plan, we recommended helicopter yaxrding on over
70% of the sala area to limit reoad congtruction and skidding impacte, we
included provisions to close exinting roads and newly conastructed roade,
and zvcommended cropion combzel geeding on aoils distuzrbed by the projear.
All of these potione added up to the findings of little o no yisk to tho
spring chinook or bull trouvt in the Chowuch Rivey.

3. N»o bids were roceived on the sale in October, and when it was reoffered in

Decemb@X, the ruccessiul piddexy was the Northwest Ecosystem Alliance which
bought the sale at 60 cents a uree.
Northwest EQeasystem MAllianoe waa the high hiddar ak the timbher sale
aucrion. They have not, hewaver, been awarded the timbexr sale contract.
¥e ore in the process o©f determining whether they aze & responsible
purchaser, ap required by 36 CFR 223.101. NWEA bhas publicly atated they
nave e intention of oarxying out the regquirements of the timber osale
contract.

4. The purchase price of $30,000 for the sale compares to planning esste for
the Poyxest Service alone of $200,000, insuring the government’'s loas will
be at least 3170,000.
The purchase price and planting costs presented are acceptable. Howevex,
the prediction of loss ¢¢ the government is8 much more decbatable. The
timber sale would Provide over 700 trvekloade of timber te local milla,
Tha logging, hauling, milling, and transport of finished wood products all
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provide johs, an estimsted 68 jchy izom this timber sale. These jobs would
generate an estimated $1,800,000 of inceMe in the local community which
would he spent in local ustores and Fusinesses which are taxed by Washington
stage &t 7.5k, In oddition, the inceme would be taxed by the federal
government at a conservacive 15%, which would provide an additicnal
$275,000 vo the federal treasury. The provision of 68 jobs would aid in
lessening costs of welfare programs, law enforcemenc,; and unenmploywent
programs.

In closure, the sale is an excelleut example of ecosystem manzgement by
managing patural resources and harvesting trees in a sustainanie way which
provides stabiiity and econdomy to the lucal communinies. In reeponse ro the
guote from Bvan Frost that the treeg are worth far mcre standing - the trees
are 211 dead and they will not remain standing for very long. If the pale
isn‘t logged, che public wiil pay for tvheir wood products to be shipped from
Siberia, and pay a second time in unemployment, Jost wages, and depressed xural
cCOMMURitive .
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SPEED LEMO
TO: Sandra Berger -]DATR; Januaxy 10, 1996 R
FROM: Don Rose | SUBTECT: NPR interview

IS\

MESEAGE: In rosponse ts your request. to provide a pavegraph about the Thunder
Mpuntain Fire enalysis and a paragraph ¢n my interview with Jennifer Schmidt,

THUNDBR_SALVAGE BALE REVIKW

The Thundexr S8Salvage sale is one of two sales advertised in September, 1996

within the Thundexr Mountain Fire &r»ea which hurned 10,500 acres in 1994. All

the trees proposed for harvest are dead. The mainm issues in the analysis avea

ineludied: 1) The fire was e¢ntively within an unroaded area next to a

wildernsse. .

2) How much timber volume gould bz salvaged from the fire?

3) Econonics ¢f the sale and commnity economic stability.

4) Effects of proposed activities on soils,

5) Bifecte of propused activities on wildlife, :ineluding lynx., gray wolf, and
grizazly bhear. '

6) Effects of proposed activities on anadromous fish in Chewuch River.

7) Potential ©f introduction of pon-unative plant aspecies.

The sales would predominantly be logged using helicopter yarding to limic road

congtruction in %he unroaded area. Any new road constructicn would be used

during the i1ife of the sales only and then obliteraced with woody debris and

recontouring. A variety of n® harvest zonea were left to protect streams,

wetlands, meadows, wildlife travel corridors, areas with asteap slopes whiech

could exhibit soil excpion, and te provide hiding cover for lynx. These areas

alen gusaranteed guality habitat for snowshoo hare and other small mammals, and

cavity nesting animals and birde. An estiwvated 140 MMBF of timber voiume was

killed by the fire. Thunder salvage sale proposes to harvest 3.5 MMBF, or 2.5%

of the total dead volume from the fire.

INTERVISW _TCPICS WETH JENNIFER SCHMIDT
My disews9ion with Jennifer Schmidt on January $ ¢overed a wide range of

topica. She was Jinterested in the proposed daiee effectr on lynx and
enadromous Zfigh. She asked about how the proposed sale fit with the Chewuch
watershed analysis. I told her the sale was in a portion of the watershed that
had experienced very -ittle impact cto watey quality, &8 described in the
Chewuch WA. The stream gradients within the sale area were very gradual and
would neot present a sedimentation threat to the anadromous f£ish in the Chewuch
River. “I:e pales as proposed had heen thoroughly reviewed by both the
Washiftigton STate Fish and Wildlife and U.S. Fish end Wildlife Seyvices and were
fully supported by thoese agencies. There would be little likelihood of any
impact to lynx, welf, or grizzly bear with the proposed sales.

Jennifer asked why the Forest Service had to sell the timber t6 & logger if the
haghest biddex paid us in £full but didn-t harvest the trees, I told hex that
we had a Forest Plan that wag the result of extensive public anteraction. The
Thundeéxy Mountain $elvage anaiysis had undergone extensive public interacticn.
there are & full range of opinions about what should be done with land under
Forest Servace jurisdiction and that's why we do the analyses. The Forest Plan
gtides ouxr attempts to provide a multitude of opportunities to our public. The
Okanogan Forest Plan designated the unroaded area where the fire occured for
management of lyax and to provide wood fiber., which are compatible uses. 3
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also told Jennifer that the local gommunity stood to benefit more from the
harvest of timber chan just our receiving money for the trees and not
harvesting. A tiwmber sale contract would involve providing jobs for local
loggers, 1og tyuck drivers, mill workers, as well as provide business for
helicopter companies, wmills, hovse log distributors, and all the local
hasinesgag that provide supplies to businessegs and individuals that 1livée hara.
Awarding to anyene that would not caxxy out the contract would short cixcuit
that chkain of benefits,

e talked abcut cthe determination of purchaser responsibllity and whether
Northwest E¢esystom Alliance would be awarded thae sale. X told her a lettar
#a6 being sent Oout with guestiong that NEA would need to answer to determine
theixr suitability for awaxd of the t:mber sale contract. At tais point. NEA
was the high bidder on an auction, they had not beeén awarded the sale. Fyom
public comments they had made, they had ne intentioen of carrying out the sale,
so ic was not likely thay would be awarded the conuract. That determination
would be made legally through an established process in the Code of Federal
Regulationa over the next month.

she asked me whether the sale met the intent of improving €foresc health. 1
veplied that when we started the project, we felt that we could lessen future
fire rigk and lessen potential mountain pine beetle outbreaks in damaged
trees. 1 told hexr that the smail amount of harxrvesting we were doing would not
lespen tho xrisks of either threat.

There wae =ore to the interview but. 1 don’t remember any other specifics at

this tiwe.
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ecological Services
517 South Buchanan
P.0. Box 1157
Mosges Lake, Washington 98837
(509)765-6125 Fax: (509)765-9043

Avugust 29, 1995

Craig Bobzien

District Ranger

Tonagket Ranger District

1 Weat Winesap, P.0O. Box 466
Tonaskey, Washington 98855

FWS Referance: 1-3-95-1-718
Cross-Reference: 1-3-94-SP-788 and 1-3 95-SP-343

Dear Mr. Bobzien:

- ‘This letter is in fesponse to your regquest for informal consultation on the Thunder Mountain
Fire Recovery and Salvage project proposed by the Tonasket Ranger District of the
Okanogan National Forest. Your letter with attached biological assessments was dated July
27, 1995, and seceived in our Spt'\kane Sub-office on July 31, 1995. Michelle Eames, Tim
McCracken, and I attended & field trip with your swaff 1o the project area on October 5,
1994. Since then Michelle BEames and Kent Woodruff have discussed this projoct ovar the
phone on several occasions,

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Se:vwé) concurs that the praposed project (Altamative
11) is not likely to adversely affect the gray wolf or the grizzly bear. The Service also
concuty that the proposed project will have no affect on the bald eagle.

The Service appreciates the efforts that have been wmzade by the district to minimize the
effects on lsted and candidate species during projest planning, ineluding: limiting road
constrvedon miles, limiting the sale duration, lmplementing prorapt and effective road
closures after the sale, and plenning harvest unjt Jayout to maintain travel ¢osvidors and to
benefit snowshoc hare (prey for lynx). The Service recomsnends menitoring the
effectiveness of the road closunes, and using adaprive management to adjust ie closures if
they are found 10 be ineffective.

The Service further recommends continning (o develop methods o minhnize impacis to the
bull wout, a categery 1 candidate species. The district should ensure that little or no



FROM: KONICA Fax 10
e ’ JAN 25, 19gg

' 1:28PM #123 p.2p
‘B-209-1595 9:1QaM FROM USFWS-MOSES LakE, wa 5Q9 765 943

[

sediment is delivered tw aquatc systems during project implementaton. Prior w
reintroducing grazing to the area, the Service recommends evaluating the recovery of stream
channels and riparian habitat to ensure that grazing will not uegatively impact the aquatic
gystemns. If the systems are not recovered within 2 years as expecitd, delay the graring
reintroduction. After reintraduction of grazing, continue monitoring the area and mave the
livestock if negadve effects to the sguatic system become apparent,

This coucludes informal consulmation pursvant 1o Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species
Act of 1973, as amended (Act). This project should be re-analyzed {f new informatdon
reveals effects of the action that may affect listed species or eritieal habitat in a2 manner or to
an extent not considered in this congvitation; if the action is subsequenty modified in u
mamner that causes an effect to the listed species or entical habitit that was not considered in
this coasultation; and/or, if & new species is listed or critical habitat is designated that may
be affected by this profect.

If you have further questions about this letter or your respongibilitics under the Act, plegse
contact Michalle Eames at our Spokane Sub-ofiice, at 309-921-0160.

%ém

David J. Ka

(= =

WDFW, Region 2

FWS, Legvenworth (McCracken) |

FWS, Olympia (Saunders-Og, Spaulding)
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“'1-‘-.“".\0 ‘DP\,
United States Department of Agriculture, Pvrest Serv!|ce
Tonasket Ranger Distriet
1 West Winesap
Tonasket, WA 98856

Reply To: 2800
Date; Navember 20, 1

Michelle Eames, Wiidlifg Blologist

U8 Fish and Wildlifa Samvice

11103 E. Montgomary Drive, Sulte 4 2
Spokane, WA 99206

Dear Michelle:

e et s e .8__._.. e e

This letter is to inform you of additional activity regarding the Thunder Salvage Saie on the Tonaskot
District of the Okanogan Natlonal Furest.

Since raceipt of your concurrance letter of August 29, 1896, two sales were offered (Thunder and Dog

Salvage sales) in the Thunder Mountain EIS area, and neither received any bids. We hgve reworked tha

Thundter sale to allow possible house log and fiber removal and we arg pianning to re-offer the sme in
earty Decembar, ,

Changes t6 me sales described In the EIS inciude: i

Allowing a feller-bunchar to gather the timber In all unks of the sale, in orderto cconormze
on hellcopter time. i

Construction of minor access routes fot the feller buncher and an ATV to service and fuel
the equipment.

Additional 800' of raad ta Balter access one unit.

Contract term from 6-96 to 9-97 (essentially sliding operations back one year).

Eliminating & small tractor unit (#16 - 4 acres) due to lack of faasability,
. i
All roads and trails will be completely clased as described in the EIB tor their entire length (slash pited
simitar to fire line rahabiltation). All reserves (tynx travel corridors, sight distance islands, riparisn
reserves) will be maintained . Winter !oggmg will be allowed only if conditions are suitable for minimal
soil disturbance. g
Those adlustments wiil not changs the impacts to ksted and, canOiaate species described in the ori'glnal
BA reviewed by your office. In addition, recommendations made in yout August 28, 1995 letter will
continue to be followed. ) you have any questions regarding mese changes please contact kent
Woocini, whn Is the wildlife biclogist for the project.

:
CRAIG BOBZIEN :
District Ranger

Ca;'ing for the Land and Sarving Pacple
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United States Department of the Interjor

FISH AND WIL.DLIFE SERVICE

Upper Columbla River Basin Field Office
Hi03 E. Monhtgomery Drive, Suite #2
Spokane, WA 99206

Pecember 7| 1995

Cxaig Bobzien

District Rangerxr

Tonarket Ranger Distxict

1 West Winesap, P.C. PBoOXx 466
" Tonasket, Washingrton 3988557

FWE Referenca: -3-95-1-718 !
Crosa-Reference: 1-3-94¢-5P«788 and 1-3-55-5P«343

Deaxr My . Bobeien:

Thank you fox your létter of Novewber 20, 1995, regarding changes to the Thunder
Salvage Sale on the Tonasket Ranger District. We appreciate being informed when
activities axe changed, since this sllows ua te keep sur sdministrative files up
to date.

Because the changes will not result in greater effects To listed species than
theses considered in the original consultation. re-initiation of secerien 2
consultation is net necessary. '

We look forward to contimuing to work together to conserve listed and candidate
species. If you have further questions about thls lertex or . your
respongibilities under the Act, please contact Miehelle Eames at 509.521-0160.

Sincerely,

l/"" : » Q‘W
mili umeyexr

Field Superxvisoar

cc: WDF¥W, Ragich 2
FWS, Olywmpia (Saunders-0g)
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FROM:KONICA EAN 0

JAN 35, 199¢ 1:29PM #1233 p.23

Thunder Mountain
Recovery and Salvage

Decision Notice

Okanogan National Forest

Legal Description: T.39 N, R. 23 F.,, Sections 31 through 34, T. 38
N., R. 23 E_, Sections 3 through 10, 16 through
22. and 28 through 33, W, M, Okanogan
County, Washmglon

Lead Agency: USDA Forest Service

Responsible Official; Sam Gehr
Forest Supervisor
Okanogan National Forest
1240 2nd Avenue South
Okanogan, WA, 98840-9902

Further Information: Don Rose
I'roject Leader
Tonasket Ranger District
1 W, Wingsap
Tonasket, WA, 988535
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United States Department of Agricuiture, Forest Serviyue

Okanogan National Forest
1240 South Second Avenue
Okanogan, WA 988430-9723

Reply To: 1960

Date: September 6, 1995

Dear Thunder Planrung Participant:

Auached please find the Decision Notlce for the Thunder Mountain Fire Recovery and Salvage. You
previously received either a copy of the Final Environmental impact Statement (FEIS) «or Summary 1or
this project. Normally the decision document for an FEIS is & Record ot Decislon (ROD). As explainad
in the Decision Notice, this project qualifies as a salvage timber sale uader Public Law 104-19. The
appropriate decision document for this preject under Public Law 104-18 is a Decision Notice. The
Decision Notice contains the same information which would normally be included in a RQD.

‘This decislon is exempt from agministrative appeal under the provisions of Public Law 104.19. | intend
o adverise the Thunder Salvagc and Dog Salvage Timber Sales immediately.

Also attached please find an errata shaat tor the FEIS,

1 want to thank ahl ot the people who have beén Involved In the planning pracess since the fire, Many
of you spent the time to meet with Foresi personnel in the field, at public maetings and individually.
Complex issues were raised during project planning, and your involvement nas enabled me to make
a better, more informed dacision.

Sinceraly,

s ZE

SAM GEHR
Forest Suparvisor

Canng for the Land and Serving People
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ERRATA
Thunder Mountain FEIS

Page Iv-42, Paragraph 6: Change

"Effects would be negligible to the population of bull trout (Salvelinus confluentus) known to use tha
mainstem of the Chewuch River as a migratory corridor, There would be no effects to the spawning
and juvenile rearing habitat which is upstream of the Thunder project area.”

to

“Spawning and rearing habitat for bull trout (Salvelinus cantiventus) is Known to otour in the upper
reaches of one tributary 1o the Chewuch Fllver, which will not ba aftectad by the Thunder project. No
bull trout have gver been obrerved spawning in the main stem Chewuch River, although older juveniles
and adults have been obsorved. Smal numbers of adults are known to use the Mmainstem as e
migratory corridor, The type of use by older juveniles is unknown. Rt is assumed that thoza obeerved
Individuals are progeny of the Ghewuch tributary population. Effects would be negfigible to these
known downstream populations.*
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THUNLDR MUy s nyaes = e

DECISION NOTICE, SEPTEMBER, 199%

introduction

PR I

The USDA Forest Service Okanogan National Furast proposad to analyze tha
Thunder Mountain Fira following control and containment of the fire August 30,
1894. The purpose of the analysis was to identfy potential resource recovery
projects, recover timber volumea in dead and dying trees, and move the area

" toward desired fulure condition as describad in the Okanogan National Forest
Land and Resource Managemoent Plan, as amendad by the decision notice for
the Continuation of Interim Management Direction Establishing Riparian,
Ecosystem and Wildlife Standards for Timber Sales and the decision notice for
the Interim Strategies for Managing Anadroimous Fish-producing Vvatersheds in
Eastorn Oregon and Washington, tdano, and portions of California (PACFISH).

The fire was ignited by lightning on July 24, 1994. The control fireline
encompasses an area of 10,507 acres and is the perimeter of the area
considered for projects within the Final Environmental impact Stalement. The
fire lies within the Dog Creek, Thintymile Creek, and Twentymile Craak
tributaries of the Chewuch River Watershed. The fire resulted in a variety of
bum intansities. Theve are areas of live and dead vegetation in mosaic patterns
as well as large extended areas of dead wees.

Projects considered for inplementation are saivage logging, research and
monitoring, and recavery projects to ameliorate the effects of the fire on water,
soil, cattle grazing, wildlife habitat, and hurnan safety. This Decision Notice
documents my decisions for these projecte, it includes tha requitements and
conditions for implementation, the factors considered, pubhc involvemeant which
occurred, and the appeal rights for my the decision. i
|
Relation to Public Law 104-19 '

in Public Law 104-19, Congress ditecled the Socrataries of Agriculture and
intetior to use expedited procedures 1o prepare, advertise, offer and award
salvage timber sales. Section 2001 requires each Secrelary to prepare
dacuments that combine an environmental assessment (EA) under Section
102(2) of the Natlonal Environmental Palicy Act with a biological evaluation (BE)
undar section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act, The Presidant directed
the Secretarles 19 implement the timber related pmvnslons ot Public L.aw 104-19
in an expeditious and envitonmentally-sound manner, in accordance with the
spirt and intent of the Forest Plans and existing environmental law. The
Secretaries issued a Memarandum of Agreement (MOA) on August 8, 1995,
allowing the issuance of an EA/BE when an EIS would normally be raquired
under the land management agencies' NEPA procedures, providing that the
analysis done was consistent with Section 102(2)(c) of NEPA. Such EA/BEs
could then be circulated for a 30 day public comment pertiod. The declsion
maker is required to respond to substantive comments, but not isgue a final
EA/BE.
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" THUNDFR MOUNTAIN FEIS
DECISION NOTICE, SEPTEMRER, 1995

The Thunder Mounain Fire Recovery and Salvage qualilies as a salvage timber
sale under Public Law 104-190. Atthe time the President signed the law. the
Thunder Mountain Final Environmental impact Statement (FEIS) had already
baen sent to the printer. The FEIS was distributed to the public the week of
August 14-18, 1995. Normally the decision tdocument associated with an FEIS
is called 3 Record of Decislon (ROD). However, under Public Law 104-19, a
Decision Notice is the appropriate detision document, and the Thunder
Mountain decision has been named accordingly. This Decision Notice contains
the same information which would normally be included in a ROD. Respontes
to the public comments received on the Draft EIS are found in Appendix D of
the FEIS. The BESs for this project are tound in Apppendix E of the FEIS.

Applicable Laws, Regulations and Polléies

Thea Final Environmental impact Statement for the Thunder Mountain Recovery
and Salvage project was prepsared to meet the requirernents of the National
environmental Policy Act of 1888 (NEPA) and the Council on Environmental
Quality implementation requlations (40 CFR 1500). All alternatives were
developed o be consistant with the requirements of the Record of Decisian for
the Pacific Northwest Region, Finatl Environmental impact Statement for
Management of Competing and Unwanted Vegetation and the asgociated
Mediated Agreement, and the Okanogan Natxonal Forest Land and Resource
Management Plan, as amended

The Decision

Based on the analysis documented in the Final Environmental Impact
Statement, it is my decision to select Aitemative 11. This alternative proposes
harvest of dead and dying trees on 1,111 scres in the Dog Creek and Thirtymiie
Creek drainages. At the present tiine, two sales are planned to allow more
opportunity for timber sale purchasers to participate and shonten tha time of
operations by having two eales oparating concurrently.

The Thunder Salvage Timber Bale in the Thirtymile Creek drainage would
harvest approximately 6.8 MMBF of timber from 355 acres. Logging systems
would be helicopter, optional winter tractor, tractor, and cable. Two new roads
would be built, each 0.1 miles in length for a total of 0.2 miles road construction.

The Dog Satvage Timber Sale in the Dog Creek drainage would harvest
approximately 7.7 MMBF of timber from 755 acres. Logging systems would be
helicopter, cable, and tractor. One new road would be bum 10 access helicopter
landing areas totaling 1.7 miles road construction.

Alternative 11 also includes replacement and rapair of range fences bumed in
the fire. Willow cuttings from locat ptants will be planted in riparian banks
damaged by firetine construction. Traes which may be a hazard to motorists on
National Forest System Road #39 will be removed. The road which accesses
the Thirtymile cablin will be relocated awsy from wet riparian areas and allowed
fo revegetate itself. This road will be gated at the junction with Road #39 for

I
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THUNDER MOUNTAIN FEIS
DECISION NOTICE, SEPTEMBER, 1008

administrative use only. The road which accesses the {op of Corral Butte wilt be
permanently blocked and no longer maintained for vehiclé tratfic. A proposal to
cooperate with the Washington Depariment of Fish and Game to reintroduce
beaver into Twentymile and Dog Creek drainages will be pursued.

Mitigation Measures

Much of the mitigation for these projects is incorporated into their design.
Landscape unit design criteria specified on page I-5 and 11-6 of the Final
Environmental Impact Statement (+ EIS) mare adopted to protect riparian habitat,
water quality, snag and down log habitat, soil productivity, and future vegetation
recovery. | am also adopting the Best Management Practices described in the
Analysis Flle for this project, which requir@ specifi¢ site protection measures {or
soil and watar, and the mitigation measures listed on pages 1131 through 11-33
of the FEIS, which further mitigate the impacts of mplementauon of Atermnative
1.

Monitoring !

Monitoring of water quality in the Chewuch River, noxious weed presence,
motorized vehicle use on closed roads and areas, soil compaction, riparian
recovery, soil erosion, natural regeneration, wildiife use, and Implementation
monitoring of each project is incorporatad into this decision

These monitoring and research projects are more fully desorlbed on pages )I-34
through 11-38 of the FEIS.

Research proposals to study wood deterioration, smell memma! recolonization,

' vegetation recovary, snag loss and use, soil microflora changes. and possibly
soil fungl activity will be implemented within a range of activities, conditions, and
locations in the analysis area to determine impacts and benefits ol proposed
activities for future reference.

Rationale for the Decision

Issue: Unroaded and Undeveloped Character

The selected alternative constructs new road in the unroaded area which is
within the RARE il Long Swamp Roadless Area.

The Thunder Salvage Timber Sale will construct two short roads off National
Forest System Road 39 for a totai of 0.2 miles of new road in the Thirtymile
Creek drainage, including 1 stream crossing. One road (0.1 miles) will replace
an existing road location in Thitymile Meadows that erosses some wet riparian
habitat. The old road location will be blocked with rocks and/ar l6gs and aliowed
to recover to 8 wet maadow condition, The new road focation crossaes the
stream in a better location. The new road will be gated and used for
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THUNDER MOUNTAIN FEIS
DECISION NOYICE, SEFTEMBER, 1593

administrative purposes only. There is one other road of 0.1 miles which will be
constructed in Thirlymile drainage off Road 39 1o access lopging.

The Dog Salvage Timber Sale will construct 1.7 miles of new road, in¢luding 3
stream crossings. An ex!s!mg old 10ad bed that was built more than 60 years
upo has a existing road prism which will be re-opened for apptoxlmately 0.6
miles of the 1.7 miles of construction. :

Al of thase roads will impact the unroaded character of the landscape. All three
roads Will be used for a maximum period of two normal operating seasons,
usually July through Ostober. They may be used during one winter season as
well. At the end of the second operaling season, the roads will be
decommissioned and closed to motorized access completely by removing
stream crossings, piling slash and debris on the road prism, blocking the
entrance at the junction of exisling Rnad 39, and recontouring the rord prism to
the original topography at stream crossings, wet areas, and at the junction with
Road 38. Monitoring for effectiveness of these closures is an integral part of my
decision. A large poition of the road prisms of these now roads will remain
intact. The Okanogan National Forest L.and Management Plan aliocated this
aran o production of wood fiber along with managemaent of lynx habitat through
time. Leaving road prisms intact does not conflict with the goals of this
Management Area.

The logging itself will have an impact on the undeveloped characier of the area.
Stumps and skid trailg will remain visible for some time afier the project Is
completed. Natural regeneration of lodgepole pine, Engelmann spruce, and
subaipine fir is expected and will result in dense stands of young trees
populating tha entire bumed area within a few years. As these trees grow, they
will effectively lessen the visible effects of the logging projects and the area will
become loss accessible to human use. The landscapa design criteria which are
used for maintaining a distribution of snags, wildlife hiding end travet cover,
riparian protection, and soll erosion protaction will also leave a mosaic pattam of
standing live and dead trees scattered throughout the project area, This will
further mitigate the visible effect of logging on the undeveloped character of the
analysis area from viewpoints on Road 39, Corral Butte, and North T wemymne
Lookout.

The high percentage of helicopter yarding, the least environmenially damaging
method of yarding available today, will lessen the visible evidence of skid tralis
and logging activity. Trees smaller than 8 inches will be left on site in most, if
not ali, helicopter yarding areas. Theso small diameter standing dead and down
trees loft within the harvest units will also help mitigate visual effecis of
undevoloped character impacts., i

The construction of roads and logging activity will alter the potentlal avallability
for a portion of the project area for future wildemess designation.
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THUNDER MOUNTA[N FEIS
DECISION NOTICE, SEPTEMHCR, 1995

Issuo: Salvage Recovery of Volume

Alternativo 11 will provide a combination of sawlogs and fiber matarial of
approximately 13.5 MMBF. Much of the material less that © inches in diameter
has already checked and cracked and is salvageable only as fiber material,

Issue: Economics

Economic analysis of this project shows it to be a marginal sale of timber. The
price of whitcwood lumber has been dropping for many months (gince the DEIS
was releascd) and the availability and cost of helicoptérs may be prohibitive.
The requirements outlined as mitigation and design for this sale are necessary
1o meet laws and to manage and protoct the resources found in this analysis
area. Altemative 11 lessens the costs of helicopter yarding by shortening the
average and maximum external yarding distance. Alternative 11 includes the
flexibility to make some helicopter yarding units optional to log which will allow
the purchaser some choicg$ hased on the cost of helicopter yarding at the time
ot sala. ‘Options are also included to yard 109s down to 7 inches in diameter in
cable yarded units and 1o allow for optional winter tractor lagging In some
healicopter units. Post sale projects ate minimal which will keap overall sale
costs down.

t

Issue: Effects on Soils

t

Approximataly 80% of the area within the fire perimeter will have no direct
logging or roading impact. Within areas that are to be logged, Alternative 11
includes the guideline to limit tractor logging on blackened soils to slopes whare
sustained slopes average less than 25%. The lack of ground vegetation
Ingcreases the chance for surface erosion to occur, Therefore, the more
restrictive stope limitation will compansate for this increased chance of erosion
on burned slopes. Thea high amount of helicopter yarding included in this
alternative will have very little impact on the soils. Mitigation measures of
wiiterbarring skid roads, ripping and covering helicopter landings with debris,
and recontouring new road locations where wet areas ale crossed will lessen
ihe risks of erosion and land movemeant. A substantial amount of large woody
debris will be left both within harvest units and outside of logged areas. This
large amount of debrig will act as barriers to soil movement and further lessen
surface erosion. Monitoring already completed during the spring of 1995
displayed very little surface erosion from the fire itself. The soils in the analysis
area are stable.

Issue: Effects to Native and Anadromous Fisherles

o hipan‘an buffer widths included in the project design follow requirements in
PACFISH, the interim diraction providing standards and guidelines on protection
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THUNDER MOUNTAIN FEIS
DECISION NOTICE, SEPTEMBER. 199§ N

of stream habitat for anadromous fish, These riparian butfers will effectively
eliminate direct impacts of logging to streams, springs, seeps, and bogs. The
high percontage of helicnpter yarding will lessen erosion, which will in turn,
lessen sedimentation in streams which feeu into the Chawuch River, which
provides spawning habilat for anadromous fish, The large amount of large
woody debris which will fall into the streams will provide long term in-stroam
habitat for any resident fish or amphibians which may inhabit the area and will
help reduce sediment transport downstream. The gentle gradients of the
streams within the project area are not expectad to deliver much, if any,
sediment to the Chewuch River, There will riot be any appreciable impact of
these projects on waler nutrients or temperature.

The main source of increased sediment potantial from Alternative 11 is from
road construction, particularly trom the four stream crossings. Design of these
stream crussings and the entire road will be sensitiva to sediment input to
nearby streoame. Upon completion of the logging projacts, culverts will be pulled
from these stream crossings and they will be restorad to their original
topography within the ldentified stream buffer width (Up to 150 faet) using an
excavator. Long tenn impacts of these new roads will be mitigated by
restoration of these channels to their original flow pattems.

Issue: Effects to Wildlife

The proposed projects will have vary little long term impact on the wlidlite
gpecias which inhabit the area. There will be a short term Impact of the roading
and logging during the period of operation of up to two years. impact to
reclusive animals beyond the time when the roads are closed will be minimal, A
large majority of the burned area will have ne impacts from harvast activities or
road construction.

Habitat connactivity is maintained by leaving unharvested corridors along
riparian buffers of varying widths and ridgetop travel routes 300 feet wide.
Thase corridors raciitate passage through the burned area from surrounding
habitat. The areas adjacent to the project will continue to provide sufficient
travel habitat for most wildlife species, in¢luding those requiring seclusion.
Fragmentation of habitat is kept to a minimum by maintenance ot these
corridors and closure of new roads, Riparian and wetiand habitat, which is
important to & variety of wildlife which inhabit the area, is left in an undisturbed
condition.

Shags and down woody debris are important components of habitat which are
required by a wide array of insects, animals, and fungi. By leaving riparian
corridors, travel corridors, and additional undisturbed reserves scattered across
the landscape within harvest areas, this habitat will remain in abundance.
Reserves will serve as recolonization islands to sutrounding harvested areas for
many small mammals, including snowshoe hare, a primary prey specles for lynx.
Down woody debris will be left in abundance within harvest areas due to
minimum diametar of harvestod material of 9 inches in most of the project.

DN6
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THUNDER MOUNTAIN FEIS
DECISION NOTICR, SEPMIEMDER, 1993

There will he no impact to existing live old growth stands through
implementation of Alternative 11.

Habitat conditions ideal for snowshoe hara have been created by the fire.
L.ogglng activities will remove some potentiat down log material greater than 9
inches, but the overall down log component throughout the burned area, both
within and outside harvested areas, will retain good to excellent hiding cover
habitat for snowshoe hare. This will be beneficial to the resident population of
lynx, a candidate spacies for Threatened and Endangered status.

Other ihreatened, endangered, and sensitive species such as gray wolf, grizaly
bear, Pacific fisher, throo spacies of bats, and the California wolverine may
have short teun impacts to individuals from roading and logging but will not likely
have adverse impacts 10 their population. Alternative 11 wilt have no effect on
bald eagles or nhorthem goshawks.

Issue; Introduction of non-native species of plants

The plant associations found in this high elevation analysis area are not usually
conducive to the establishment of non-native noxious weeds of concern in this
area. There are very few areas of diffuse knapweead present along the main
travel route and spread Is not expected. Mitigation measures requiring high
pressure water spraying of bulldozers, feller-bunchers, and skidders prior to
entering the project area will further lessen the chances of introduction from
outside areas. Disturbed areas such as skid trails, landings, and road
construction will be monitored for 5 to 7 years following the project completion.
If weeds are found, they will be handpulled and populations monitored until no
further weeds are found.

Factors Other than Environmental Consequences

o,

Economic considerations such as number of jobs created, consumer incoma
generated by the orcation of jobs and milling of timber, and payments to local
county governmant all play an important role when considering the effacts of
this decision. Altemative 11 does provide 260 jobs, generate $7,084,878 of
incame in the community, and wiil provide $28,385 1o lecal government. The
Okanogan National Forest L.and and Resource Managemenlt Plan [dentified a
centalin amount of commedity products to be produced for the 1980 decade,
Consequences of not providing those commodity products included impacts to
population structure and dynamics, family stabitity, community stability,
community lifestyle, the tax base. and rosulting community services. Alternative
11 doas provide the commoditly products which directly and indirectly w;ll
comnnute toward these aspects of the local community.

: ON-7
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THUNDER MOUNTAIN FTiS
DECISION NOTICE, SEPTEMBER, 1995

Decision Process

Public Participation
+ : .i
The importance and sensitivity of this area 1o both local and national interests
was recognized early in the planning process. A public involvement plan was
developed to both inform the public on the condition of the burn area and to
garner public sentiment on what shouid be done with the area. The Notice of

Intent to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement analyzing the Thunder

Mountain project area was published in the Federal Regumr on September 22,
1994.

Public Meetings |

The public involverment process began with public mee!lngsiheld in Tonasket,
Washington on September 8, 1994 and in Twisp, Washington on September 1,
1994, Fact flyers on the post fire conditions within the Thunder Fire werg
distributed in early Soptumber. Fire protection and post firelrecovery was pan
of tha thame of the Forest Service booth in the Okanogan Oounly Fair held
September 8-11, 1994,

A public field trip attended by approximately 40 people ot:curred on September
24,1994, Two open houses were held at Tonaskst and Winthrop, YWashington

in Dacember to present rough atternative descriptions to thé public for review
and comment. :

1
Throughout the planning process, efforts were made to contact key people in
many of tha groups and assoclations that had commented on the proposed
action or sent scoping comments. Discussions were held with state and private
wildlife biologists, including a presentation {0 an interagancy lynx management
coordination group on January 20, 1995, Coordination with the Interior
Columbia Basin Ecosystem Project Managemant Team was made periodically
to ensure the Iatest science was incorporated into the project analysis.

The Draft Environmental impact Statement (DEIS) for the Thunder Mountain
Fira Racovery and Salvage was released to the public the weak of March 13,
1995, Following the release of the document, an intensive effort to inform the
public mnd gather responses to the DEIS was initiated.” Four Open Houses were
held, in Seattle, Winthrop, Tonasket, and Riverside, Washington.

Formal informative presentations were also made to several groups in
Okanogan County during the months of April and May, A presentation was
made to Chambers of Commerce in Omak, Okanogan, and Tonasket,
Okanogan County Commissioners, Common $ense Resource League,
Tanasket Kiwanis, the Spartsmen's Assoclation in Oroville, Tonasket and
Winthrop Ranger District employees, Okanogan National Forest Supervisor's
office employees, the Forest Service Region 6 Leaderghip Team in Portland,
Oregon, the Inleragency lynx management committes, and the Washington
State Department of Fish and Wildlife.
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THUNDER MOUNTAIN FELS
DECISION NOTICE, SEPTEMBER, 1995

Individual contacts were made with local environmental groups in the Methow
Valley and Seattle area, industiy representatives from local mills, local political
leaders, employees, other agency speciailsts and leaders, the Yakima Indian
Nation, agency research sulentists, University resoarch sciontists, Interor
Columbia River Basin Assesement Team, Northwast Forestry Association, and
many othar individuals and groups.

Newsletters

The request for scoping comments was mailed to approximately 350 groups and
individusls from mailing lists on the Tonasket and Methow Ranger Districts.
Two additional newslotters were mailed prior to issuance of the Draft EIS.

Posteards were mailed in May to over 600 individuals and organizations who
commented on the DEIS. This mailing included a stamped, self-addressed
response card for raturn to determine who was interested in recelving copies of
the Fina! Environmental impact Statemont,

|

i

P Medla

Several radio interviews featuring project team membaears, the Forest Supervisor,
and the Public Affairs Officer were broadcast during the analysls and following
release of the DEIS.

Feature articles and news releases from the Okanogan National Forest

appeared in the Methow Valley, Omek and Tonasket newspepers on seversl
occasions,

The Notice of Availabllity in the Federal Register for the Thunder Mountain DEIS
was published on March 17, 1995,

Findings Required by Othcr Laws

The FEIS for the Thunder Mountain Recovery and Salvage Project complies
with the National Forest Munugement Act becuuse the selecled altemative is
consistant with the {ollowing:

e National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), 1060 |

. Okanogan National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan, 1989 (as
amended; -

¢ Region 6 Managing Competing and Unwanted vegetation and Mediated
Agreement of 1988.

¢ Clean Water Act

o Clean Air Act

« Endangered Species Act

s National Historic Preservation Act
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* Interim Management Direction Establishing Riparian, Ecosystem, and
Wildlife Standards tor Timber Sales (revised June, 1995)

¢ Interim Strategies for Managlng Anadromous Flsh-produclng Watersheds in
Eastem Oregon and Waehington, Idaho, and portions of California
(PACFISH) (February, 1995)

The selected allarnative considers harvest only on suitable lands, does not
conlain prhme fasmland or pilnie rangolsnd. 1 horo aro no unus inl onoryy
requirements for the selected altemative and it will not change the existing
gituation for American Indians, women, other minorities, or the civil rights of any
Amarican citizen. There are no anticipated significant advarse effects on
wetlands and flood plains. }

Summary of Other Alternatives

There were six other alternatives which were carried through to the FEIS.

Alternative 1 was the No Action alternative. This alternative proposed no further
action in the Thundar Mountsin Fire Recovery and Salvage Project. The
altemative provided a bascline against which other alternatives were measured
and compared. Pre-fire mainlenance activities would contmue. including but not
limited to trail malntenance and road maintenance.

All of the action alternatives include replacement and repair of rangé fences
bumad in the fire, planting of willow cuttings from local plants in riparian banks
damaged by fireline construction, removal of trees which may be a hazard to
motorists on Forest Service Road #39, relocation of the road which accossee
the Thirtymile cabin away from wet riparian areas, placement of a gate at the
entrance to the road which accesses Thirtymile cabin, permanent closure of the
road which accesses the lop of Corral Butte, and pursuit of a proposal to
cooperate with the Washington Depantment of Fish and Game to reintroduce
beaver into Twentymile and Doy Creek drainages.

Alternative 2 was developed to provide the greatest output of merchantable
wo0g given current technology and timing of fire caused defect. It was intendod
to provide the greatest opporntunities possible for locally available logging
equlpment (tractor, ceble). The alternative used helicapter, cable, and tractor
hatvest methods. Salvage operations would remove dead and dying trees over
2,106 acres and provide 22.0 MMBF of timber volume, Access for logging
operations would require 17,0 miles of road construction.

Alternative 5 was developed to salvage material to allow for locally available
logging equipment while building no additional roads. The altemnative uses
cable harvest methods only, Salvage operations would remove dead and dying
{rees only on 151 acres to provide 1.4 MMBF of timber volume.
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THUNDER MOUNTAIN FLtIS
DECISION NOTICE, SEPTEMUER, 1998

Alternative 8 was developed to use all avallable technology for salvage of wood
without additional road construction. The alternative uses helicopter, cable, and
tractor harvest methods. Salvage operations would remove dead and dying
trees only on 365 acres. ‘limbear volume sold would be 4. 9 MMBF.

Altemative 7 was developed to extend access to salvage wood for helicopter
systems while minimizing road construction, Road construction ig limited to 0.6
‘miles of an old roadbed site in Dog Creek. The altemative uses helicopter,
cable, and tractor harvest methods. Salvage operations would remove dead

- and dying trees only on 643 acres. Yimber volume sold would be 7.7 MMBF.

Alternative 8 was developed to concentrate on maximizing access by helicopter
for salvage of wood with a minimurn of road construction, The altemative uses
helicopter, cabie, and tractor harvest methods. Salvage uperations would
remoave dead end dying trees only on 1,758 acres and provide 18.2 MMBF of

timber volume. Logging operations would require construction of 4.3 miles of
road. |,

)
Alternative 10 was developed to improve economics and utilize local logging
contractors (tractor and cable) while minimizing road construction. The
altemative uscs helicopter, cable, and tractor harvest methods. Salvage
operations would remove dead and dying trees only on 1,276 acres and provide
13.2 MMBF of timber volume. Approximately 6.2 miles of road would be
construclad.

' \

Environmen tally; Preferred Alternative
According to Federal Regulations, [40 CFR 1505.2(b)), | am required to identify
the altemative(s) which could be considered to be anvironmentally prefarabla.
The environmentally preferable aiternative is defined as the alternative causing
tha least impact 1o the blological and physical environment. Allernative 1 (No
Action) is the environmentally preferred altemative. If implemented, natural

processes and existing recreation uses would be the dominant factors in
shaping the future condition of this area.

Altemative 1 was not chosen hecause it does not meet the intent and guidance
for the area outlined in the Okanogan National Forest Land and Resource
Management Plan, as amended. Alternative 1 does not take into account the
balance of commodity and amenity values needed to sustain communities
dependent on a wide range of uses for the resources found in the analysis area.
The printinles of acosystem management dictate the inclusion of social, human,
and economic factors when considering the bast use for forast resources.

DN-11




FROM:KONICA FAX _—

THUNDEX MOUNTAIN FEIS ’ .
DECISION NOTICE, BEFTEMBER, 1995 1

Appeal and Judicial Rights and Procedures

This decision is not subject o administrative review, This decision Is subjoct to
judicial review only In United Statos District Court, Eastern Washington Digtrict.
As required under Section 2110(f)(1) of Public Law 104-19, any challenge to
this salvage sale project mus! be fited in United States District Count, Eastermn
Washington District within 15 days alter the advertisement of the Dog Saivage
Timber Saie and Thunder Salvage Timber Sate in the Omak Chronicle.

Implementation of Selected Alternative

Advertisement of the two timber sales included in this decision will take place
immediately following this decision. Award of the sales and implemantation of
(he project may take place any time aftel the adventisement period has ended.

e, L o /S

SAM GEHR .« .. DATE
Forest Supervisor
Okanogan National Forest

4
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Thunder Mountain
“Recovery and Salvage

Revised
Decision Notice

Okanogan National Forest

Legal Description: T. 39 N,, R. 23 E., Sections 31 through 34, T. 38
N.,, R. 23 E., Sections 3 through 10, 16 through
22, and 28 through 33, W. M., Okanogan
County, Washington.

Lead Agency: USDA Forest Service

Responsible Official:  Sam Gehr
Forest Supervisor
Okanogan National Forest
1240 2nd Avenue South
Okanogan, WA, 98840.9902

Further Information: Don Rose
Project Leader
Tonasket Ranger District
1 W. Winesap
Tonasket, WA, 98855
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Introduction

The USDA Forest Barvice Okanogan National Forest released Decision Notices for the
Thunder Mountain Firs Salvage September 8 and September 13, 1695 The Decision
Notices describad potential resource racovery projects and plans 10 recever and zell imber
volume in dead and dying rees. The projects identified in those Decision Notices were
designed to move the area toward the desired future condition as described in tha
Okanogen National Forest Land and Pesoursa Management Plan, as amended by the
Cecision Notice for the Continuation of interim Management Directlon Establishing
Ripanan, £cosystem and 'Nidlife Standargs for Timber Sales and the Decision Notica for
the Interim Strategies for Managing A radromout Figh-producing Watersheds in Eastem
Oregon and Washinglon. Idaho, and portions of California (PACFISH),

iIn September of 1995, two timber sales were advertised for bid in the fire recovery area.
Neither one of tha timber cales scid  The cost of helicopter logging was the chief reason
cited for lack of bids on the imber sales. The Thunder Mountain Fire Recovery and
Salvage interdisCiplinary team raconvenad tn review suggestions from timber industey
rapresentatives on ways o improve the economic viability cf these timber sales. Tre
interdisciplinary team analyzed and discussed impacts associated with any changés to the

design of Thutider Saivage timber sale.  The results of this deliberation are described in
this Reviteg Decision Notice

Relation tQ Public Law 104-19

In Public Law 104-19, Gongress directed the Secretanies of Agricuiture and Interer 10 yse
expadhed procedures 1o propare, adverise offer and award salvage timber sales. Tha
President diracted the Secretaries to implement the timber related provisions of Public Law
104-19 in 2n expeditious and environmentally-soung manper, in accordance with the spitit
and intent of the Ferest Plans and existng anvitohmental law  The Secretaries issued a
Memorandum of Agreemem (MOA) e August 9, 1995. The Thunder Mountain Fire
Recovery and Salvage qualifies as a salvage timter sale under Public Law 104-19,

This Revised Decisicn Notice will describe only the changes to the original Decision Notice.
All componants of the dnginal decision which wetg outined In the criginal Decision Notit;-e
are st vallg and can be itnglementea uniless specifically changed ey thie revised Dacision
Notice.

Changes to the Decisicn

Based on the anafysis dccumented in the Finai Environmental Impact Statement and the
analysis of the proposed <nanges to the Dacision Notice published September €, 1985, itis
my decigion to selact Altemative 11 with the following maodifications.

g There are no proposed changes to the Deg Salvage Timber Sale.

= The Thunder Salvage Timber Sale in the Thirtymile Creek drainage
would alfow tha use of reller-bunchers 1o cut and stack timher for
subsaqucent helicopter yarding in units where hellcopter yarding was
identified in the original Decision Natice. Use of felfen-bunchors will be
limited fo slopes that do not oxceed 35%. This change would altow the
use of feller.bunchers ovar a majority of the acres proposed 1or

NS
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THUNDER MOUNT AN FETS
REVISED DECISON NOTICE, DECEMBER, 1993

hellcopter yarding. The use of feller-bunchers for cutting and stacking
trees will nat create condmons equivalont to skid trails, Qne or two
passes of the machine will be al! that is neaded, Helicapters will st Lo
used 10 yard the trees out of the harvest units.,

TWo new roads of 0.1 mile In lengeh each was indentified to be buift in
Thunder Saivage sale in the original Decision Natice. Each of these
raeds would be alightly lengthened 10 approximately 0.2 miles in length
each, for o tatel of 0.4 miles road canstruction to improve ground
skidding aceoss in units 1A and 18

A temporary bridge will be neoded across Thirtymile Creek naar the
corral in Thirtymile meadow, An access route 10 walk the feller-
&unchar through the meadow to harvest units on the south side of
Thirtymile Creek will be nsedod.

An access route to waik tha feller-buncher imto harvast ynits will also
be needed near the Simarty Craek trall in the same genersl location
where a road was originally proposed in afternative §.

Fuoting and service cf the felter-buncher will require that an ATV be
alfowed to move throughout the units, The ATV'S will utilize the accoess
routes described above and disperse in the hurvest urnits te minimize
creation of trails.

gliminates g four acne unit near the Smarty Creek trailhead due 1o
gdifffcurt access.

Mitigation Measures

Feller-bunchers wiii be allowed %0 operate anly when 3ol meisture conditions
are within 3 specified range of conditions described by the soi scientist to
mitigate potential sail compactior:.

Coarse woody debns i the path of the feller-buncher wiil be driven over as
opposed to moving it aside wherever feasibio. If moved, place dabris
perpendicuiar to the siope (& Mitigate erosion.

Agressively close ATV and feller-buncher access routes by piacing debris 1
the trails along the length of the trails.

Remove fill material and cuivars and oeiilerate lemgorary road locations in
unit 1A ana 18.

Cealler-suncher wiil be aliowod to operate enly an slopes iess than or equat to
35%, They will be limited to a single pass wherever possible.

Operations will 8 limited & 2 singie yaar of operation.

Access traiis will be implemented to limit direct drainage into stream
channels. \Water wil be dwmed prior to antering streams to disperse any
potentisl sediment.

Limit side-clope travel of felier-buncher. Build waterbars using hand toois in
areas where 3oil disturbance ocCUrs.

DiN-2

P.41




FROM:KONICA FAX TO: JAN 25, 1996 1:4@8PM H123 P.42

]

THUNDER MOUNTAIN FEIS
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+  Waterbar ATV tralls using hand tools where necessary to limit surface soil

mevement,
Monitoring
¢ Stream channels within the Thinymite drainage will be evaluated following
the logging eperation, '

All cther elements of the Decision Notices released September 6 and Septemper 12 will be
Implemented as cescribed In thcse Decision Notices.

Rationale for the Decision

The impacts of the proposed changes are within the range of impacts apalyzea within tha
Thuhder Mountain Fingl Envigonmental impact Statement. The impacts associated with the
use of the felier-bunchier will be gimilar ta the aitemative which weuld have required winter
logging over snow roads and the alternative that would have implemanted a portable
sawmill. The iack of ground skideing and use of helicopters o siid the logs 1o landings
wouid not substantially change the overall impacts analyzed within the FEIS. The ATV ang
feller-buncher access routes are routes that were analyzed in the altematives 3s potential
road lacations or skid trails.

The follewing discussion specifically highlights additional impacts on the key issues
assomiated with the changes to altermative 11.

Issue; Unroaded and Undeveloped Character

Actreage impacted due to these prosoted changes will be 4 acres less than the otiginal
analysis indicated.

The need to lengthen the two croposed raads in Thunder Salvage Timber Sale wiit result in
an additiona: 0.2 miles of rew road in the Thirtymile Creek drainage. This will resultin a
siightincreasq in road density in the Thirtyimile drainage whén compared ta the original
decision. Alternative 11 s stll in e lower end of the range of road density impacts of the
altematives analyred. :

There will be an increase ir the visible impacts of logging duza to the ure of the feller.
buncher. The follerrbunchar will need to clear standing dead trees from its path 1o move
through the harvest units. This wili craate harrow corridors free ¢f any standing snags
which will constras: with surrounding standing dead snags that will e leff within harvest
units. This visible impact will diminish rapidly as the snags within harvest units and
surreunding Narvest units jall tc the ground during the next 10 years. These comidors will
un perpendicular to the slepe. Sorne ground disturbaence may ba evidéent where tha faller-
buncher moves betwaen cortidars.

The use of the falier-buncher in hewcopter yarding areas rmay intrease the likelihaod that
more traes would te removaed than would have baen removed using the helicopter alone.,
Trees less than § inches in diameter may be removed where they would have been
uneconomical to remcve previously. !t is difficuit 1o pradict whetner these trees will be
removed due to the unpredictability of lcg markets.

» DN.2
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TNUNDER MOUINT AYN FEIS
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Issue: Salvage Recovery of Volume

Alternative 11 will provide a combination of houselogs, sawlogs and fiber matenial of
approximately 13,1 MMBF, a slight decreass in volums from the original degision. Much of
the matenal less that @ inches in diameter has iready checked and cracked and is
salvageable as houseiogs or fiber materisl only

jssue: Economics

The introducton of fellar-bunchare ¢ cut and stack merchantable lags will allow the use of
a jarger nhelcopter which can yard more treées per load thar was originally pianned. This
‘Ml decreasea logging costs and improve tne chances that the sale will actually be sold:
felling trees with a machine will alse improve the safety cf the operation 0 ground crews.
Aliowing access for ATV's will shorten access times for ground crews and further improve
economics of the operation.

Issue: Effects on Soils

Approximately 89% of the area within the fine perimeter will have no airest logging or
roading impact. Within 2reas that are 10 be logged, there will be additienal ground
disturbance due to the use of feller-ounchers, An increase in bulk density will occur on up
ic 20% of the areas logged ueing the feller-buncher. The feller-bunchars will be lunited 10 1
of Z passes on any particular piace of ground. The increase in bulk density on these
glaciat till soils will not affect overall productivity Average distance apan for the fellar-
bunchar logging comdors will be approximately 40 faet. Where siopes get steeper or the
topograpny is vanable, (hese logoing cortidors may be as close as 20 teet apart, By
requiring woacdy debns 0 be driven over as oppesed to moved aside, woody debric will he
left within the logging corridors to reduce the potenuat of g0l movement.

There will e additional seil disturdance due 42 The need for acc2ss reules tor 1he feller-
bunchers anc ATV's. The creation of two wais will bare additional soil during the pernod of
operaton. These trals wii be oblitzrated with glash and waterbamed to reduce movement
¢f soil and sadiment following closure of operations. ATV's will be eéncoutaged 1o disperse
within harvest units to lim:t introduction of worn trails within the saie area. Both access
routes wene congidered feasible during environmenai analysis &ither as fully constructed
roads or wirter logging accass routes in the FEIS,

issue: Effects to Native and Anadromous Fisheries

Orientation of the feller-buncher 1o4ging comaors will increase the chance of sedimantation
in Thirtymile Creek drainage. The gradient of this stresm gllows it to depasit and hold
seoiment rather than move it dowrsiream very rapicly, The potentiat increase in
sedimentaton is not iikaly to affect fishanes in the Chewuch River. Daposition of sediment
in Thirtymiie Craek may decrease strdam ¢epin in some (Ocations which could have the
affect of increasing stream tempe:atures sligntiy. This slight increase will not affact overan
stream tarmperature in the Chewuch River.

issue; Effects te Wildiife

The proposed projects will have very littio fong term impact on the wildiife species which
inhabit the area. There will be & short teit impact of tne roading and logging dunng the
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period of operation of one year. A large majority of the bumed area will have no impacts
from harvest activities or road construction.

The twe ateass reutes will increass tha probability of improved access to snowmobilers.
Mitigaton maasures 1o close (hese access routes wiil decrease this fike¢lihood. Impactto
reciusive animals boyond the time when the roads are clesed witl be minimal.

VUse of the faller-bunsher wilt create iogging comidors within harvest units which were not
present praviously. The removal of ail snags within the path of thé feller-bunchar will have
an impact on total number of ¢nags less than 9 inchas in diameter that would ba left
stancing. The increasad safety of using the feiier-bunsher to fall trees will aliow more trees
10 be Iaft standing that would have been feiled for safety reasons outside the feller-bunchar
comdors. Overaldl. nowever, there i5 likely to be less dead trees left Stanalng within harvest
units. Tnis is 3@ small impagt since the snags are of small size and Imited use to cavity
dependent species.

Issue: introduction of non-native species of plants

The plant assoclatlons founc ir; this Ligh alevaticn analysis area are no! usually conducive
lo the establishmant of non-native noxious waeds of eancem in this area. There will be a
slightly incre2sed chance that waads could e introduced with the feller-bunchers and
ATV's in aneas which would not hgve been impacted before. Mitigation maasutes raquiring
high pressure water spraying of bulldozars. feller-bunchers, ATV's. and skidders priof 10
entering the project zrea will lussen the chances of inroduction from outside areas.
Distutbed areas such as acrass :outas, skid traiis, landings, and temporary roads will ba
monttored for S 10 7 yéars tollowing the preject cempletion. 1 weeds are found, they will be
handpulled and popuiations monitored wotil ho further weeds are found

Pindinge Required by Other Laws

* The FEIS fer the Thunder Mountain Racovery and Salvage Projact complies
with the National Forest Management Act hecause tha selected 2itemafive
is consistent with the follawing.

« HNational Envirenmentzl Palicy Act (NEPA), 1989

» QOkanogan Natonal Forest Land and Resource Mansgament Plan. 1988 (as
amended)

« Region 6 Managing Competing anc Unwanted Vegetation and Mediated
Agreement of 1988,

« Clean Water Act

« CleanAir At

+ Endangered Specias Act

» National Histonc Preservaton Act

o (nterim Management D.rection Establishing Ripanan, Ecosystem. and
wiidlife Standards for T:mber Sales (fevisad June, 1995)
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= interim Srategies for Managing Anadromous: Fish-producing Watershetis in
sastem Qragon and Washington, Idaho, and portions of California '
(PACFISH) (February, 1998)

» The selectad altemaokva considers harvest orly an suitable lands, does not
contain pime farmiand or pime rangeland  There are no unusual energy
requirements for the seletted allernative and it will not change the existing
ituation for Amefican irdians. women, other minarities, ar e civil rights of
any Amencan citizen. There are no anticipeted significamt 2dvecse effects
on wetands and tlood plains. ‘

egd] and Judicial Rights and Procedures

This decision is not subject to administrative review This decision is subject to judicial
review only in United States Dlswict Coury, Eastem Wasihingwon Distiet. Ae required under
Section 2110(1(1) ot Public Law 104-15, any challenge ¢ this salvage sale project must be
tffed in Unitee States District Courn, Eastarn Washington District within 15 days afier the
advertisament of the Thunder $alvage Timber Sate in the Omak Chienicie

imple tation of Selgcted Alternative

Advertisement of Thunder Salvage sale with the changes intluded in this decision will take
placs immediately foilowing this decisior. Award of tho sale and implementation of the
project may take place any time after the advertisement period has ended.

/&avv %Q{‘
SAM GEHR - DATE g

Forest Supervisor
Okanogan Natonal Fores
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