
NL WJC- Kagan 

Counsel - Box 012 - Folder 009 

Thunder Mountain Salvage Sale 



Clint~n Under Attack by J?othSidesina . 
ing loggers also to cut healthy olderRenewed Logglng 

,stands of trees that had been protect-
By TIMOTHY EGAN 

SEATTLE, Feb. 29 - When Presi
'dent Clinton paid a vis'it to Seattle 
'last weekend, more than' a thousand 
demonstrators protested legislation 
:he had signed that, exempts timber 
,companies from having to comply 
jvith the nation's environmental laws 
'-while cutting old-growth trees on 
'~Forest Service land. ' 
i ... Mr Clinton told the crowd that the 
~iegisl~tion, enacted last' summer, 
;,was a "mistake" that needed to be 
:',corrected. But he has yet to sign on to 
::~a Congressional proposal for repeal. 
" Meanwhile, virtually every day, 
;;protesters are arrested at logging 
'-Sites on Forest Service property 
',:around the West. They are trying to 
: block roads, they say, because the 
.'new law in effect prevents them' 
~; from battling loggers' operations in 
'- the courts, 
,'. As the Clinton Administration 
"_'tries to shore up its support among 

ed by a logging law that the Presi-, --- - - , 
dent himself had proposed, Fe ht 

The legislation shielded ,timber 19 
companies, until the end of this year, _ " 
from having to comply with laws Evironmentahsts 
protecting water and endangered , 

. species, statutes that had bee~ used and timber backers 
in the past to shut down logging, It 
has caused a furor around the Wes~, alike cry betrayal. 
and some foresters have blamed It 
for mudslides and other effects of the 
extensive flooding this month .in 
parts of ' Idaho, Montana and Oregon, 

When Mr. Clinton signed the Gor
ton legislation last year, he said he 
thought it would bring relief to de
pressed timber communities, a c~n
stituency that had been angry at him, 
without harming the environment. 
But in Seattle on Saturday, the Presi
dent said, "The timber rider has 
reopened old wounds that were just 
beginning to hea'!." 

There was little mention of the, 
rider during Congressional debate 
about the overall logging bill last 

ists say. 
"It's the biggest threat going in 

our public forests," said Mike Ander
son of the Wilderness Society. "Some 
of these new logging sales are Shock
ing to people. There is needless clear
cutting and destruction of some of 
the most valuable stands of trees 
anywhere in the country." 

Like Mr. Gorton on the opposite 
side of the issue, Mr. Anderson said 
he and other environmentalists felt 
"betrayed by the President." 

.',',_,A tl'mber law bl'lled year, A six-page press release from, 
~ Mr, Gorton last March, for example, 

"It's going to take more than just 

~',':as one thing proves 
,~to be something 
.. ~. ~ 

~::else as well. 

:.; suburban voters who rate the envi
", ronment a major issue, it has been 
,':dogged by the logging controversy. 
':. On Wednesday, during a tour of the 
. 'Pacific Northwest that was intended 

, ~ :to show that the President was stand-
· .ing up to Republican-led efforts in 
· .Congr'ess to roll back environmental 
" laws, Interior Secretary Bruce Bab
· 'bitt was questioned mostly about log
'ging on the Administration's watch. 

"A lot of people think this is an 
'. '-absolute tragedy," Mr. Babbitt said 
~, while fishing on Puget Sound. "It was 
. not what it was advertised as." He 
.: said the President would work "To 
"unoo certain provisions of the law, 
'.but fie characterIzed the Administra
;':tion's response as still "a work in 
'progress. ' 

"TJ'ieI'egislation was billed by its 
"chief supporter in Congress, Senator 
Slade Gorton. Republican of Wash
ington, as a measure providing a 
limited· environmental-law exemp

.tion for "salvage logging": the cut-
ting of bug-infested or fire-scarred 
timber. But it included a rider. allow-

referred only to salvage logging, 
"We're not talking about clear-cuts 
in the Olympics," Mr, Gorton said 
then, 

But now, given the go-ahead by the 
rider, loggers are clear-cutting -
that is, leveling all trees - in sec
tions of the Olympic National Forest 
in Washington, 

The Forest Serv' at 
near y 600 million board feet of an
cient forests, more than triple the 
amount that has been cut in any of 
the prevIous five years, will be 
logged under the rider. 

In an edltonal on Wednesday, The 
Seattle Times, which had supported 
the legislation, accused Mr. Gorton 
of misleading the public on the law's 
intent. "Gorton's baCKers, including 
this newspaper, feel lured into a bait
and-switch game," the paper said. 

But Mr. Gorton says that the intent 
of the bill was always clear and that 
the President knew all along what he 
was signing. The Senator character
ized Mr. Clinton's retreat as a be
trayal. "Our timber communities," 
he said, "have been greeted with one 
too many Clinton handshakes that 
turn into a slap. in the face." 

For all the efforts by the Republi
can Congressional majority to roll 
back environmental protections, the 
most damaging bill to get through 
Congress and be signed into law is 
the logging measure, environmental-

his saying 'I made a mistake' and a 
halfhearted attempt to change the 
legislation to win people back," Mr. 

. Anderson added. 
Timber industry officials say they 

recognize that some of the logging 
will be in areas that probably have 
more value as scenery, or as store
houses of water for fish and other 
wildli!e, than in lumber. They have 
offered to refrain from logging a few 
areas if the Administration will allow 
them wood in areas that are less 
sensitive to logging. The Administra
tion has yet to respond. 

"If there are ways to modify these 
contracts, we are interestea,'''Said 
Chris West, spokesman for {fie 
Northwest Forestry Association, an 
industry group. ' 

Congress will most likely act next 
week on one of several proposals to 
~hange the rider:..!n the Ho~se, Rep-

resentative Elizabeth Furse, Demo
crat of Oregon, has rounded up 100 
supporters for her bill to repeal the 
rider outright. But the measure is 
given little chance of passage. 

Senator Patty Murray, Democrat 
of Washington, was asked by Mr. 
Clinton last week to come up with a 
way "to fix this thing." Sgnator MUT
ray says she will introduce legisla
tion next week that would provide for 
a long-term way to log Windblown or 
burned timber quickly but that would 
not allow exemptions permittinglog
gers to cut healthy trees in protected 
areas. 

Another bill, promoted by Senators 
Gorton and Mark Hatfield, Republi
can of Oregon, would have the Gov
ernment buyout contracts to log old
growth timber in ecologically sensi
tive areas, or offer replacement 
wood from another area. 



By ALISON MITCHELL" \ 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 29 - Show
casing the persuasive powers of the 
Presidency, President Clinton today 
summoned the leaders of the enter
tainment industry to the White 
House and was rewarded with an 
industry pledge to produce a volun
tary television ratings system by 
next January. . 

Presiding over a two-hour session 
in the state dining roo~, Mr. Clinton 
led 30 media industry -executives, 
including the heads of the. four 
broadcast networks and the major 
cable networks, through a discussion 
ranging from ratings issues to the 
quality of children's television. And 
by doing so, the President positioned 
himself to seize the lead from the 
Republicans in the increasingly po
tent political debate over the content 

of popular culture. 
The election year tug-of-war the 

executives found themselves caught 
in was abundantly ciear. 

At the White House, Vice Presi
dent AI Gore credited the President, ! 

~ _ the First Lady and his wife, ~ I 

Gore, for leading the way in the 
crusade against television violence. 
Horirs earlier, Speaker Newt Ging
rich, who held his own breakfast 
with the entertainment executives, 
attributed the movement to clean up 
television to former Vice President 
Dan Quayle and his 1992 assault on 
the televiSion character Murphy 
Brown for having a child out of wed
lock. 

Continued on Page Bl4, Column 1 
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"That was then picked up frankly j 
by Senator Dole," he said, referring I 
to the Republican Presidential con- I 

. tender Bob Dole's assault on Holly
wood last year for flooding the coun
try with "nightmares of depravity." 

Mr. Clinton today jubilantly wel
comed the industry's decision, after 
years of strenuous opposition, to de
vise a voluntary rating system that 
would work with the computer V
chip and provide parents' with a way 
to judge whether a television pro
gram is suitable fare for their chil
dren. 

"They're handing the TV remote 
control back to America's parents," 
the President said: "They recognize 
that their creativity and their free
dom carries with it si~nificant re-

sponsibility." 
Yet it remained far from clear 

how such a system would work, and 
whether it would change the content 
of television, which has become such 
an arbiter of public standardS that 
Mr. Clinton told the executives, "You 
are the most powerful cultural force 
in the world.': 

The executives have yet to set up 
the committee that would devise the 
system, and they said-they had a long 
road ahead before they could explain 
how the ratings, modeled after but 
not identical to the 27-vear-old movie 
rating system, would be structured. 

Ted Turner, the chief executive of 
Turner Broadcasting, noted todav 
that movies had become ever more 
\'iolen't, despite a rating system. Still, 
he predicted that advertisers' con
cern about promoting their products 
during programs that carried a pa
rental guidance rating would change 
the face of teleVIsion. "I thInk it's 
going to result m more Brady Bunch-

type programming," Mr. Turner 
said at a news conference after the 
White House meeting. 

Robert A. Iger, the president of 
Capital Cities/ABC Inc., disagreed, 
noting that advertisers already 
screened programs for acceptabil
ity. "I'm not sure there will be any 
impact," he said. 

Campaigning in South Carolina, 
Senator Bob Dole called the plan for 
a rating system "welcome news, as 
far as it goes." But he warned the 
entertainment industry that it "will 

. not gain the confidence of parents if 
it believes that warning viewers 
about program content is a substi
tute for voluntarily producing more 
family-friendly programming." 

For years the entertainment in
dustry has resisted efforts to impose 
ratings on television programs. But 
the political mood in the country has 

, shifted rapidly in the four years 
since Mr. Quayle was ridiculed for 
his focus on Murphy Brown. 

Strategists for both pOlitical par
ties now describe an unease in the 
nation caused by a strong public 
sense that the country has lost its 
moral bearings. Opinion polls have 
shown high levels of concern about 
the violence in movies, televiSion and 
popular music. 

That mood set the stage for a 
prov.ision in a new telecommunica
tions I~w that requires that within 
two years; all new television sets in 
the United States be equipped with 
the so-called V-Chip, a computer~zed 
device that will allow parents to 
screen out objectionable program
ming. The law urges, but does not 
require, the industry to' rate pro
grams. But it says that if the indus
try does not come up with a rating 
system, then the Government will. 

Entertainment industry execu
tives, who had considered fighting 
the V-chip in court, say they chose to 
draw up. the rating system on their 
own rather than see the Government 
do it. Their critics say they were also 
spurred to act because they face a 
new battle on Capitol Hill over 
whether they will be required to pay 
for extra channels for high-quality 
digital television. 

"The better corporate citizens 
they are, the better argument they 
have for special treatment in any 
debate over w~~ther they should pay 
for the.digital spectrum," said Rep
resentative Edward J. Markey, a 
Massachusetts Democrat who was 
the champion of the V-chip. . 

Speaking for the entertainment in
dustry as the White House session 
ended, Jack Valenti, the president of 
the Motion Pictures Association of 
America, unveiled the industry's 
plan to have a rating system in place 
by January. "Whatever we do in this 
we're gOing to do it' with honor and 
purpose and integrity," he said. 

But he also displayed Hollywood's 
discomfort at being held responsible 
for the mores of society. 

"There has to be some kind of a 
renaissance of individual responsi
bility that's accepted by parents, by 

the church and by the school," he 
said, "so that you build inside a 
youngster what we call a moral 
shield - it's fortified by the com
mandments. of God - so that that 
child understands clearly what is 
right and what is clearly wrong." 

Mr. Clinton called for the White 
House conference in his State of the 
Union address, as part of his effort to 
build a Democratic "values agenda" 
centered largely around issues af
fecting children. 

The White House meeting drew the 
titans of the entertainment industry. 
Besides Mr. Iger and Mr. Turner, the 
guests included Rupert Murdoch, the 
chairman of the News Corporation; 
Peter A. Lundt, the chairman of 

, CBS; Robert C. Wright, the Pres~
dent of NBC; Barry Diller, a former 
chairman of the Fox television net
work and now chairman of Silver 
King Productions, and Michael S. 
Ovitz, the president of the Walt Dis
ney Company. 

Mr. Clinton mostly asked ques
tions, leading the group in a discus
sion of the intricacies of creating a 
television rating system, and devot
ing the last half hour to children's 
programming, the participants said. 
Mr. Lundt said it was "never conten
tious in an unpleasant sense, but peo
ple expressed their strong views." 

Ervin S. Duggan, the president of 
the PubliC Broadcasting Service, 
said that at one point Haim Saban. 

the creator of the "Mighty Morphin" 
Power Rangers, drew protests from 
Vice President Gore when he insist
ed that children could not be made to 
watch educational programming un
less it was entertaining. 

Mrs. Clinton sat along the wall 
:with White House staff, listening to 
the session. 

The President did not make a spe
cific request for a "safe harbor" 
period in .early evening when televi
si'on programming should be reo 
stricted to family entertainment, the 
executives said. Nor did he ask for a 
set quantity of new educational pro
gramming. Instead, they said, he en
couraged the development of higher 
quality children's shows. 
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HEADLINE: Timber Land Bid by Environmental Group May be Rejected 
GUESTS: MITCH FREEDMAN, Director, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance; BRAD 
FLATTEN,U.S Forest Service; RON SIMON, Longview Timber; ROB STAVEN, Harvard 
Environmental Economist 

BYLINE: JENNIFER SCHMIDT 

HIGHLIGHT: 
The environmental group, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, put in the highest bid 
on a 275-acre tract of burned forest land, but the U.S. Forest Service may 
reject it because the group won't sell the burned timber. 

BODY: 
BOB EDWARDS, Host: An environmental group has been declared the high bidder 

in a federal timber sale in the state of Washington, but the U.S. Forest 
Service says it may reject the bid because the group has no intention of 
harvesting any of the trees. Jennifer Schmidt [sp] , of member station KPLU, 
reports from Seattle. 

JENNIFER SCHMIDT, Reporter: In 1994, wild fires swept across the West, 
blackening millions of acres of forest land. On the Okanogan National Forest 
in Northcentral Washington state, nearly 20,000 acres burned. The Forest 
Service is now selling some of that damaged timber as salvage for logging. One 
parcel, called the Thunder Timber sale, lies at the heart of a large tract of 
undeveloped forest land that provides habitat for Chinook salmon, and one of 
the last remaining populations of lynx in the lower 48 states. 
MITCH FREEDMAN, Director, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance: The area that we're 
talking about is high elevation, continuous beautiful forests. We see this as 
the last bastion of refuge for the rare wildlife that really needs these 
places. 

JENNIFER SCHMIDT: Mitch Freedman is director of the Northwest Ecosystem 
Alliance, a local environmental group. Freedman contends the 275-acre Thunder 
salvage sale violates water quality and other environmental laws. His group 
might have sued to stop the sale, but it can't. Last year Congress passed a 
law that prohibits most legal challenges of federal salvage timber sales. 

MITCH FREEDMAN: We're helpless, so when this sale came across our desk and our 
hands were tied, the only thing that I could think to do was to put our money 



where our mouth was, and try and buy it. 

JENNIFER SCHMIDT: So, at a recent timber auction in Eastern Washington, the 
alliance bid higher than two other logging companies, offering $29,000 for the 
sale. But, there's still no guarantee it will ultimately win the contract. 
Brad Flatten [sp] of the u.S. Forest Service is the head of timber sales for 
the Okanogan National Forest. He says the alliance might not get the contract 
because it says it won't cut down any of the trees. 

BRAD FLATTEN, U.S. Forest Service: We've heard what they've said in the 
newspapers and on the radio, and they're saying the same thing to us, and 
that's reason for concern on our part. We would not be acting, probably, in 
good faith to enter into a contract - this is a contract with the American 
people - to cut and remove timber, and we will probably not enter into that 
contract unless we have some indication that they really intend to comply with 
the provisions of the contract. 

JENNIFER SCHMIDT: But the alliance's Mitch Freedman says at 
financial standpoint the contract doesn't make much sense. 
federal government more than $300,000 to auction the tract. 
matter who buys it, it's a bad deal for tax payers. 

least from a 
It costs the 

Freedman says no 

MITCH FREEDMAN: The big question in my mind is why the Forest Service even sees 
a need to do this. The public is still only going to get 10 cents back on the 
dollar that we invested. The market is bad. There's no economic value in this 
timber, and they're still going to'do environmental damage. Why? 

JENNIFER SCHMIDT: Forest Service officials say the main objective is ensuring 
the area will provide timber into the future, and the best way to do that, they 
say, is to remove the burned timber now while the wood still has value, and 
replant to speed the growth of new trees. As for loggers, they see the timber 
as primarily an economic resource. Ron Simon bids on Forest Service tracts for 
Longview Timber, which operates a mill near th~ sale. 

RON SIMON, Longview Timber: Right now the salvage sales are very important to 
local economies. That wood was meant to provide jobs for manufacturing, for 
the folks that were actually going to do the logging, that type of thing. So, 
the problem with it is, is the economic benefit is not gained by leaving the 
wood out there. 

JENNIFER SCHMIDT: Environmentalists say in some cases, though, the forest is 
more valuable preserved as a place for wildlife and recreation, and 
increasingly they're making their point by going to the marketplace instead of 
court. Over the past decade, environmental groups have bought federal grazing 
allotments, water rights and the permits companies need to discharge 
pollutants. Harvard environmental economist, Rob Staven [sp] , says he thinks 
it would be a mistake for the Forest Service to reject bidders based on how 
they plan to use the land. He says that decision should be made in the 
marketplace. 

ROB STAVEN, Harvard Environmental Economist: I think the important principle is 
that lands do go to their highest valued use, and that some lands within the 
national forests are going to be in their valued use for timber cutting. And 
some lands within those national forests are going to be in their highest 



valued use for recreational purposes. And the flip side of this is that if 
environmentalists want to be able to participate in these markets, that 
environmentalists should recognize, as I think they do, but they certainly 
should recognize that it also means that they're going to lose some of the 
bidding. 

JENNIFER SCHMIDT: Staven says some government regulation of the land is needed, 
but he says federal timber is one resource where free market environmentalism 
can work. The Forest Service is expected to make a decision on the Thunder 
salvage sale in the next few weeks. The Northwest Ecosystem Alliance says if 
their bid is rejected, they'll appeal to the u.S. Department of Agriculture. 
For National Public Radio, I'm Jennifer Schmidt in Seattle. 
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MESSAGE: 

Attached for your infonnation arc documents relating to the Thunder Salvage Sale on the 
Okanogan National Fmest dis(:ussed, which was dif:c.l1!:f:cd at Tuesday, January 23 meeting of 
the EOPI Agency timber working group. 

Eax Pa~c 
3 
4-6 
7-14 
15 
16-17 
18-19 
2()-21 
22~23 

24-39 
40-46 

~ 
Northwest Ecosystem Alliance (NWEA) press release (J 0/27/95). 
Exerpt.s from a report by the Westem Ancient Forest Campaign (1/5/96). 
Documents signed by NWEA as part of their hid. 
Forest Service "Board Posting for Timber Sale Auction" (12120/95). 
Forest Service "Thunder Salvage Sate Talking Poims". 
Forest Selvice Speed Melllo on NPR Interview (1/10/96). 
FWS conCUlTcn(;e with FS biological assessment. (8/29/95). 
FWS concurrence on revised biological assessment (1217195). 
Thunder Mountain Recovery and Salvage Decision Notice (9/6/95). 
Thundel' Mountain Recovery and Salvage Revised Decision Notice (12/8/95). 

In addition, the Environmental Impact Statement that was distributed to t.hc puhHe August 14, 
1995 is available for review at the Fore~t SClvict~ Washington Office. 

If you have any questions regarding the Thunder Salvage Sale, please contact Richard 
Fitzgerald at 202-205-1753. 
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A REPORT TO CONGRESS AND THE AMERICAN 'PEOPLE 
ON THE FOREST HEALTH RIDER 

Section 2001, P.l .. 104-1 9 

163 Days Of 
Logging Without Laws 

January 5, 1996 

prepared by the ' 
WESTERN ANCIENT FOREST CAMPAIGN 
1101 14th Street NW Suite 1400 
Washing!on D.C. 20005 
(202)789-2844x288 

in cooperation with: 

The Idaho Conservation Lea~e 
The Alliance for the Wild ROckies 
The Montana Wilderness Association 
The Friends of the Wild Swan 
The Swan View Coalition 
The Klamath Forest Alliance 
Headwaters 
The Friends of Elk River 
The Colorado Environmental Coalition 
Herumwood ' 
The Northwest Ecosystem Alliance . 
The Southlvest Center for Biological Diversity 
The Alabama Wilderness Alliance 
The Bankhead Monitor 
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THUNDER MOUNTAIN SALVAGE SALE - Washington 

* Salvage sale in the state's ~est remaining forested roadless area 
with adverse impacts on wil . e habitat and jeopardy, to imperiled ' 
salmon runs downstream. 

* The project contradicts the findings of the Otewuch River 
watershed analysis, which identified the Thunder Mountain area. is. a 
critical source of high quality water for spring chinook, and 
recommended protection to avoid adverse impacts to this Key 
Watershed. 

* No bids were received on the sale in October, and when it was 
reoffercd in December, the successful bidder was the Northwest· 
Ecosystem Alliance which bought the sale at 60 cents a tree. 

* The purchase price of $30,000 for the sale compares to planning 
costs for the Forest Service alone of $200,000 insuring that the 
government's loss will be at least $170,000. 

L.qcation~ 

The sale will log in the 70,000 acre Long Swamp roadless Area just south oC the 
Pasayten Wilderness area. This portion of the Okanogan NF was affected by the 
Thunder Mountain fire in 1994. 

Background: 

The sale proposes construction of new roads and logging of 3.5 mmbf of timber 
on 275 acres in the heart of one of Washington's largest undeveloped forest 
areas. Forest Service studies document enVl1'onmental damage which will result 
from the sale. The sale was offered under the .. forest healtn rider" so that th~ 
public was not able to challenge the sale on environmental grounds, so the 
Northwest Ecosystem Alliance bid successfully on the sale at $8.25 per thousand 
board feet. The Okanogan Forest Supervisor refused to drop the sale much 
earlier even after receiving letters from regional mills indicating no interest in the 
timber, and receiving no bids on the sale in October when it was originally 
offered. 

Status: 

NWEA offered its successful bid for the sale December 20, but does no~ plan to 
log it. (This is believr.d to be the first time in the history of the National Forest 
system that a party has won rights to a sale with no intent to cut the trees). 



FROM:KONICA FA>< TO: JAN 25. 1996 1:20PM H123 P.06 

Quotes: 

• It was like a post-CJlristmas &>a1e at Walmari, with pu!;lic forests at bargain 
prit?es. The Forest Service is pIm,ing Santa to the itmber Jndustry, but 
Grinch to taxpayers. You can't blame us for shop¢1)g a ~ar:gain - we at 
least will pay our monev, but leave -the trees and 'Wildlife habitat intact." 
Mitch Friedman, NW'EA .' 

'Those trees are WfJrlh far more standing - to protect wildlife" soils, water 
quality, and fisheries - thmt wlult the Forest Servicl! is asking to cut them. 
If the sale. were Logged, the public would pay once in subsidies and a second 
time in environmental damage. - Evan Forest, NWEA ecologist 

·Wit~l the depressed ti,mbcr prices af!d poor wood q.wz1ity "T! there, the Forest 
Seroz.ce should 1utve K!VC1l up on thIS sale a long time ago." Bruce . 
Morrison, Methow Forest Watch _ . 

For mQre informatign: 

Mitch Friedman or Evan Frost, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, (360)671-9950 
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IQUALlft OP TIl't!D sow ~ M }fA'; R n1'IWSLl w..RlJln'm m THE UMJItI car'l'AAm.1 I 
I nD£J!l/MQIA.!RI. lltR1'IJElI. JIOU)S FOUST SERnCE BAJ!HL!SS FOR ANt EIUlQQ. Hl&TAU. OR. NlottCeNCI REa.uDlPl 
I csftKA1ES UX2P1' .u ~SLY WA1UWlT!D AGAINST Iff tHE f!lAHPLI COHTMcr. f 
I A~~~............. I 
124. ~ f1I aJIlII..UII:S V1DJ ~:;;;:;-...... ~;;;nas:-;;;1:;1;;nrt;;;;I~;;;-;;;~;;;:;;;;:_;:;;(RIl--. --~T-""----------I 

I By .. ubal1.adoet of t;h:t. bJ,4 e.ch biddor entUi .. that: lhe blcl!Ju i.e in c,OIIIpll..anCe with ap.,Uca.bl. I 
I 'ProhlbU:l~ •• A.l ... ~t! aIrPOrt: lind ."bnlt.utlon p" •• lCri"acl In tt.. \'()I'It.u: "".OUE"C •• Gnn ... rnt:1.rm .nd , 

I Sho1't1l811 blle! Act: of 19~O (16 u.s.c. 620!!; !.~.~.) !n Ainu, e~n: .. of los •• "'Ol'~ Dr ~~r7 I 
I pl'Oduc:t:1I der1.,.d fnJlll tnt'l~cI t1.l!d,.r """,. 1lDt> ~ t;'C"."..~""o:~ (r0lft Mallb w1th~t lI.e8iONll l'o'[elltl!.r , 

1_ A9Prvvll! (S6e 1na~ru~t;'on IS). I 
I~· (ZItU7lCU'I" Dr .uJ1LU:Dar. I 
, 'l1wl Meld.1: eartH", that: a etDpht~ Ibr.tng of nl.dd"I:' 8 ilf!U~1;U wilo9 are pd,,pIaw;U., ansaeed in the I 
I lquin« of £Ci~tlllt ftrocluc!u t. included vll:h t.h1. bid; (Md add;l.ri_l p.~all i.f nutied, £410 lnal:nlctiotUJ I 
I 11 "rut 14)& : I 
I FULl. NAl12 or ALL PAR.'I1tttS AIm AtFlLIA'Jl:s tT>Ta Dr l'd,nt;J MCBASD ,lDENTIflCAnOH ti~: (Tn, m,), 
I r - I I .~I ____________ I 
I I I 
I I I 
I I I 
I __________ ~I--______ ------------~-----
I I I 
I I, 
I t I 
I I.. I 
r PubUI! ri!lpo~bl8 bun.o for tid. C()Ue:ctiOli 11 e..:imacali \,0 be UI 1Id,au.u.. per rUpailae. u.c~ dIM fOI: I 
I t't"ri1Niq i.JUIttucticm.. lIe.rc~ .d.n~ data enure ... a-wdng pd lDA.t.Dt.h.ing the data M ..... , and I 
I cClllp1eIl:lll6 .nod no¥i~ t!ha ~oll.t!.t:I.O'II ot WOr:tBllt:iOl'l. Se1Ui e~. t'Csa~ I:bU ~ en.S..ac:a to I 
I D@'PAI:"nDItD~ ot A&rtclllbu:e. Cl.at&JtCe Offien. OUK. AG 80'11 7630, w..ht.Il~Olh DC ZOI'O; &IIJ'1d ~v OU'~.- .1)£ I 
I HaM&..mmt ODd .,lMtaet, PBP!t'WO'dC lleduc::rlt\1\ Proj~e~~ (Cl1B '()~t6~0066). \I .. ~ftD, DC 2.050'. I 
, JIIIQUIa rmaDII 1BI.$ IQJJ" u,~ '!D! .. WAaIID ~ 'IV aDlllGS __ nil. D 'DIE 6NolQlUl ~ :a I 
I ~ 14f, ~. 16. l* ~ 25. • •••••••••••••••• _. I 
IMIJm 01' BmDn, <Tnte O~ Print) 181. (Si.lll'tIoJP 1n 1D) I 

~ /Vw e:~O~ r.tlt." A-')\~~C~ ... J ~ ~~ _I 
I fDll(:IIA.SEIL lJl!MTIPIC6TJ:<* YO. 0' TJIR ITlTtJ!:t (Tp-p. or 'n,at) I JIA'l'E I 
latDDE&' (TAX lOIh "It{ ! ()~ ,rtf 7. I r J 'I" L,t. ./fJ..i 
IBUSIRtSS ADD"!;S Unci_ Up Code) (type or h1.ftt)' ~.~'¢ c~('f,,~ !hV"r:.col''/ I "YIV I 
I II~~ AI. ~/,..ft:. -H.;I/6 I p 

I L?c /JM'~ wA 1P;).:J..f : 
I . I 
Depodt. vtU be ntu1'OAd to ~~ .. dul. bi4du .. by c;~rtt.f.ied _U ualoD. delIMit. •• u te~ned pencmaU,. 
RKCltn fDR DroMm DUOSrns, 

Cba6k Hullbet: _~ __ ion ~ba ..-..ml: "'f ~ _____ ~ dated ___ -_ va. AI~ &:0 ____ ~ __ _ 

Sipa~ _____________________________________________ __ 



FROM:KONICA FA>< TO: 
JAN 25. 1996 1:22PM H123 P.10 

US~-I~f.'~ serViC-e--~------~Cr~=K1~r~r~iFA'loN-OF ncHSUBS~I~~rr~6nF~'~T~lAiw;IFlc-lc.U&~CRAS~~-~tu~-, ________ ~(~b~~E~~~r·~·~~~'~J~~~'~~~·~'1 
AND DISpOSITlON OF tlCHEST1QU.'1 noctssED AND ~tED TD1JEIt 

. __________ . ____ , J.lleferp.nca "f~tt .?·ill_A~.!n:.::d:...:.r~r.!!R_2~4~O~9~.:..:l~5~l!.......o_ ...... ____ ._~_ I 

71~. -s~.~I-e·-~N~~·--T-H-l-IN-OE-R--S-A-l.V-A-G-E--~--------¥~~l~------------~I~-·--i~~a~ece;be;~199;-
The! bldder' har-.b,. l:ertUl,t thai'it" a"',rdeg ttuu lI;ont;.r.cr.;. oldoetr' & ))1.JrdYilot vitT Mt; C!0I' .... 1~\lc;...- "1o'O.U.I!l\l~j.on a5 

d.f~fted in $eerecary of A«r1cul~ure'e ~~l&t~Dn ,6 cr~ '~)_l60 regAl!dint ~rl9a~. t~b.~ .~~ed by t~. 
pu ... clP. •• ~ tot· ". afUU.at:e. cii.nu:tl,. C''' lncUr-e.:tl-y. 

1

,"8 blddew; asr~CCI that: l.f ""at:ded "hi. eant:net. bldde\! ,..lU DAintiltn. for up tD 3 yu·u .ft:e:r: the ule to 
~.~e.d. and ~ .v.~labl. to ~~ 1ot •• e Serviee. ~pon requcac. al~ of btdd6w'a and bidder's .ffi1iAtes' 
r.ctCOE'd.. dealing 1ot1cb. ~h .. cH .• po.:LU ... " 6f IIny tU\prDl:~lIaetJ t:illloe: !roa tbie lIal •• nd .11Y \lnl'nJec!UJlled I:illlber frQl:! 

!pdvau, lAncis in tlu! tri.lmtary .re. vhich :L.a exported or Bolei fgy ClICJ'Ot't "', ~h. ,,~dd~r • . 
n.. btfldn~ {unher agree- tNt b1.d~et viil. prior to Qvnd (If toM. coocr.ct., funu.ah ~o ~he 'onat. Sen'he, 1.n 
yd.tSAs. r.he WOr1l\llcion ClOftt • .t.nd 1n PAI:r :u o( t.hi.' torvl-

The bldd~w; htteby eerti11cs that, a. d!fi~d 1n Seeretary Qf A&ri~~Cgro'6 K.~!.~iGn ~6 eFR 223.87. Ch2 
fo1.1DWill8 111 • U"I.1l .M cCICIlp1..,u PtAc_nt" of che dill~ordUon. it,t tM previoua c:al@ndar ,eat. of UaUonal 'forestl 

. timber harvutl!d .nd pdvat.., t1mber 1!1tpOaed O~ ,old for e"pott by tne \lldcler or b1.44.r:' .... UUt..eu hom the 
I':Iilxttlu aTea 1:0 \Jldsb 'h~bllli: h·1;mI thit Ball. ;l.L~lffi~eteri to 00 de,U .. verea. __ ~_. I 

I
CerUflutioll for edendJlz ,en 19 '1 S'" 

1. Nation.l Fotest t~~~ prc~eaged d~.~1cally; ~old fQ~ ~~,~ic p~Dee8Gins. or 9 u rplus t~b@r e~ttad. 
! ) &. 'I'h1.s "'1L£OnNI~i.on haG ~Qn rHlvtcluly c:.enified .. nel U on record at ~hl! offlca of the f6reat 

!\lpu'IIi.illor. _. __ • tI_tiDnal Toren.. 
t ] 'b. 'I'MB 1.ntof1:lBl:i.on ~o .h_ on t:he ~~tJl.~""d rom FS-2400-46. 

2. Jlt1vate tilllbn 8x-ported til' 801d for "Jq><"~·e; 
t J a. Thiv 11\£"rmaei.on has be.~n predmit ly eet't.i.fieo And 11= Cln ,;ecord at: the office of t:he fore8~ 

Supervisor, Nllt':ional fct"t!St;. 
( l b. TI\;l.a 1.nfo~tio';-ifl .ht.Z!i 01' the Attached Fom fS-2400-46. 
(oJ' c. i'urc:·lase-r di4 nOt t1C.pQf;t or ae.ll fol' nj>on: r:iJuon durin; thll rur. , 

Irn~ bi~der ~d.r.t.ndB that ~h8 1niotmBtion de8~ribed ct furnished. in rAtr I abave. ~ill ~ot be treB~ed 86 

I confiotlnl:!.ai.. 

, I i"ffil~ .. -... -~--------------
IThIt uport 1.a require::l by b.., (1'[. 9".im~~~~·nor ~nd Rel..;Jted Ag4ll\ciU I.p?l:opr1.ate. hCt$t 36 cr~-·-·· 
I ',~.R7. F,,!l.ut:e to report can t:tt.ult in ncn-a\J.r6 ~,f :.imoe1:' .. &:'a CQnt'C'''Ct:5 (11' ore.c/\ Qf t:~bcl;" saL8 c.gn~~.~1'''. 
IPu~cftaeer undet:'t:~~lb tbat ~ha 1nfo~tion ~v.cTibed 0= i~~i5~~d ih rART II bel~~, w~l.l not b. t~t~tod 6' 
jc;onftdenei"l_. . ..... _ __.n~ 
. ~. Th~ nACDell ana addt:esses or: plantG Qt oth~J; ~c(.atlon6 H' ·.n·.::'<-:' o;:r.., e~bl!r if. ",,-!);?[eo to 'Oe Oeiiverea. 
. ~. FUf,.CHAStb tOR 1)f;U.VERY 'to (N/IHr AND ADDRESS or ?1.;,,;n~: 

! :;,.--lRe .NlMII •• IIIIl-e.dve rtli:ted-vol'lJ'lC!!It-e€ -II ~l.~ i..-lJot ,··ee. ee:s· "If. II! '!MII~.- it~ .t;h"-'~II! .. j..'U!llfh ~ M,Il·"l:\re.I'IIIII~~: e 
at fili.,e, , .. I.1! .. de l:i"t:r,,- ""~'EloIl!·~~eIU ".8,,- U II i!tI-611-':'!!l'Io:tt. 1'C!tI- tl'l-l'.&17 - Ih-IIieeio.-t .... ft~I".·."l.'i"',,"@"C h-oP.! 

ea*6~.'r .. ye'rll-~9~~~·.91~,. .. ftnd-~~~;r . . 
, .. t"II."-Tkill-'-a~e~.i .... ,, •• -, .. e"to ..... i1-~"'''''''' nl!~ -wi.&R-E A'!.,=,,:= - ....... ---.- - - -- - -j---. - - till •••• ' •••• Iuul-le 

.~~.ell~-A~·e.r.e .... 
+-.~~.~TftiIl-~e~.i.n-le-8h~-eft-~h@-ae'.~"~d-ierm.Lo-~4~;-~i .. 

1
~~_~The_¥.l~_-.i.al~-~~.e~_.'her6~~~.NB."~""'.f~~~~"~R~t~D.ft~.~ft-~h~~~ ••• _I •• ~.~'n~~4~'"-VART·IJ~~"t~~_·; 

••• "0 .... ae-... ve··."e"-........... _.-A" .. e"''I!},y·e''- t."e I "eu +y .. - ... ~. foil" -"It ... I"'Cle""lIr·T' .. "el\fllft~ ~J.II_".' ,H """f'I-~"''''''t\''' 
. ..eh-.f-ul •• "in-yeau- ~i'. p 191:!.-B"~-l9'" 
: •• ~ •• ~.Tft.a-~n1e"'.'O"-Ve8-p~~Yiow.~Y-~~"~~.~8-Yi."~~K •••• --------·---~----!:·-- ..• ~_ •• -II~ie-aft.-~6 

t~p.eft'-."S·I.r.e.~. 
~.+~~ ... fRi.-~,,'.~~,.ft .•• -8ft~-.ft- .. he-.t~~~ft~d-~6~-;~-~4'~.~_. . 
t-;-e.~~ •• ~a •• -.l~-~8~-~ ••• ,_ •• t.&e,,-.irel'l~-Clr-~ndi'ttt&~~-d •• I~&·.ke· ••• ,~~.y-ye.r6-~~~;~-~9~~-aft.-.9~~j 

Ifhp bidder furthl!r e~teett ~Q :E"rnUh. prillr to hauU.nn to any G:'f~l!l"tl\\. locat;..ons. like .infc~ti(Jn ccrlC::ernins 

• a • • • • ~ • • • • • • • * * j
'5,id dif£eren~ lOCAt!vn8. 

~bll~ ~'PQ~~nB h~rd.n for thi8 eollection Qf inic~tton i9 e5~inm~e4 to average 0.'07 hour •• "~ $6.04 peT 

1~.~n8e. including the t~ for r@vl~~nt 1n8tru~t10n&. ~r.~~n~nt axiDt~ data pO~l'~ee. ~~tharir.8 anO ftain .. 
It.i~ns d&~. "~.oa4. and coqplQ~ins and ~evievin~ &he coll~~tion of inforl*tion. S@nd c~~t8 ~e&.ra~t ~~1~ 
b~~d.n •• ttma~. or afty otb~r AepeCt. Q( th!8 colltttion of infD~~1on. ~l~Lns .~S8 •• ~lOft. fo~ redue~n~ tb1e 
bu~den. ~o bepan:.ment of "~tiellJ.t;uu:, clur."ce Officer. OIRH. llpOR 404-W. W .. ld1'ls':on, P.C. 20230; 11.0<1 tD t:hC' 

~~a:m:J~W!nt ~~ :::~:;rlJervDrk J\;~u,;aG}o~ot~s;.'~ ,Q)96-0
g

2 lJ f/.··ftrN:?' 1l.C·1J20~O~t ~~ 
___ ~_::L_~~P~~c:fm __ AiJ'~ I ~.-'f'_...Pn:c."-{(I"- Ie ~c ,y~ ~trlf 17 

i. sttN-tut'f) '714 ~--_=- 11S·IJ.t~.l~.r1t?/?t: 



FROM:KONICA FAl< 
TO: 

, JAN ~5> 1996 1:~3PM H1~3 

. })r \Vild"css'and Diver.~ity ~~l!~~iTl the P;i(;~Ilc Northwest 
" 

Forest,Supervisor . 
, ONF' 

1240. S. Secol1d 
Okanogan W A 98840 

19 December 1995 

Dear Mr. Gehr: ~. 

NDRTHWEsr 
\t\lB YSTIM AIIIIINCI 

, . 

PletlSe be advised that Susan Crampton~ a,s a. meniber of the Northwest 
Ecosystem Allianoo~ is authorized on beh&lf of the allianCe to bid on or 
negotiate for tht' purchase or sale of timbCT fi'om the Okanogan National 
Forest. ' ' "... 

ill cotll,lection with the foregoing. Ms, Cranlpton is authorized on be~ of the 
allianc~ to execute aU instruments and docum~uts necess8ry to bid on .. or 
negotiate f~r the purch3~e of timber .. '· ',1 • • . '. .' ' ,. . 

, I ..... • ./ : 

All timber sale oontracts awarded to NW ncosystem Alliance will be 
\. J ... 

executed by myself. ' . ., ',. . ~ , . , 
, , 

, Sincerely, 

~~-,' 
Mitchfn~' ' .' 

. Executive Director : . 
I, " 

; , 
" . , 

" . , . , 

, . 
. " 

.. 

, . 
" 

• i 
, I , . 

P.11 

. (360) 671-9950 Suite 316, 1155 N~State St. Bellingham, WA 98225 . 
FAX (360) 671·8429 MAll P.O. Box 2813. Bel~jngham. WA 98227-2813 



FROM:KONICA FAX TO: 
JAN 25. 1996 1:24PM H123 P.12 

. _______ • __ - ____ . _______ • ____ ~ _____ ......;::OtUI;:;:;...:;;:No. ~~Sl6-00(i6 Exp. 2/2Ujt7 

j Usb&-F~~ .. e S."",:le.. JlU rca ..,ntITlSID 1'DmEI. I 
, (j\df!r:enc:.e lSlt 24]0. FSB 2il09.18. S.cu.Otl .n .in " \ 
, 1. SAU'! N\lmElI Z. riAn 8W onmop. ·~···I 3. (I~tl 4. UI 1'BI DI5,,-acz 01'1 I 
I 011 Pcc-'"er 10, .l,?5 , Ht I _, 
I s. 1lAZ..H NAH!I ~ .... w.,'MB. _._.____ f 8. Tn'K OJ B11) I 
I €I. NAnCIW. POUStl I 7. RANGER DlS'lUCTs I a'~l 1 se.l.ocl 11115 I 
I ~!X'..d I ltIIASDT ._ .. __ . I b~ __ Col\fl~e{Oft. of Oral B&d ______ , 

I 9. '1'01 (Titla aM addre ... of !'or .. t (lfUceJ; I HL NAMK OF Nl1lt4P kl Ill. DATI l'UBLISBEDt , 

I r .. .,ei.-.lfl8 Mel.) I 'I 
I F~ ~ L . the da~f~ J ~r Ut 1"5 I 
I OhnnpD ~ l'oft8t: In. CJ.TI I u. ftAftl I 
1 1240 SoId:It 5eaJmI I I I 
1_ CA:-:eJr'" VA ~fa!.40 _,. ___ L-._~ , I VA .. I 
I 01:AkdDm"1fIIS 1'0 JUUf 0I'r.lCER: Ccerpleu ",,,pHcabl~ hhnJy, be-folfl .oWlding to pro,~cu.VB pur~al!n. "thon I 
1 ~QpT of ~ot1~e of 8.12. Entries are requited 1n columns 8. & b, l~a, b, c, _. , 8,15& and 20 in all aalee. 
I Strike ~ut spRee. for entrie8 in on! ~~ more 0' ~cl~~d. &, ~~ h,. if no~ RPpl~ble to th •• alt. 
1 1\·". ...... uu"' .. J11 USPCIIBE 'l'O nm ~ OF SAUl l'QIU.1tm1'Jl :0 ~ 1MISWd'U 6J1KCtFDID .uou. 4IIU SUBlJItr 11) 'DIll I 
, ca!lDITl~ A.~ 1IIII'mL--'l8I ~ 1'~ IS SU~~ SHAlL CC;**StI'tUX'l...!..!.,DCtI PD'D;fllIt"tI",,,,,,,uU~~1 
114_ Bm lJIIUI*.'I"ICJlI , I I. ~~_ RATES PEB urtlf OF l1&Ni1llU: I I 
\ IWit OF, ESTIMAn:ot! I I Add't Deposital BASE 1 
I SPECIES AND fRWUGTS IHUSUR.II QlWffl1"l I Bue I Advertiaad I Bid I Sb.llh Disposall lNDICIt I 
1_ ( .. ) I (bl.1 tc) I (d).........J. ee) I (f) J (gJ .. 1. (h) I 
I PieceA Subj~r.t to fer I I I I I - .. .. I I 
I "Prici!!!, '2./ I I r L.,___ I I . _ I 
I I I I " " - I I 
I ! I I I _.~I 
\ [qlemaIlOSDl:\le.1 I' - fI - I I 
I ,Otherl KBf---1 3530 I t ~,,~,74 I S It .21_ ~ I I $1-. ).4 33) .69 I 
I I I I 1 f I I 
1~,cun:D AVEUGB (~MJW) l. I ~d ••••• I $ 4.2f, g.~.s I ... I 
I I I' 1 I 
L .1 I -------1" I I 
tll Thia ill B lUl'llp''''' paJ1!lent unit aale. BU ur •• p1\li re.qul.t'olJ d .. poeU.R shall be oIIppUed to each 'Pa)'Ull!ftt unit! 
I •• providlDd hy tha p.:J!!!!I\~ prov:lBl~ • .!he c:.ont:l;act. ___ ~~-~ ______ --_ ...... _____ --1 
~.,. RAft SALE. M! .".bject t:o ...9.U!lctnly adi~blJtm,~. ._1 
1 . I 
I I 
I I 
11$. 8m ~J ta) 'l'ho N.nimum guan~9' whl~h M1llt Ilccompal'lY this 'b1d b~ • .. 1!,;;;I~.5:::..00=.:..:OCJ;.;........._' ___ ~___ I 
I (b) The fol'Ul of suarAt\Ue 1lC.~,.ln, tb1.a bid 1s a(n) _. r 
I in the QlDUDt oft !; ~~.Jpatrv~~~~6 for lIec.ptllble fOrntrl ()f elll'lt!!ut) 

116. S11BJBCt to 1JJX ~IM l"R£:SCIlX1RQ) .• eD 18 U_S.C. It:?D1. BIlDk .. ,CDf'ULQ "JII&r ,. ~ 
I ~.uu.s ...u ACCJlRAD AJI) ~: (Chock Ilpproprl .. ~e \lOU. in all item. below. J 
1 a. That the Bidder ( 1 ha., r. 1 lw.$ nOt; ClIIIP)..Dyed or: tera:1ne1i ant eomp-.ny or p.UOB <ot.her tun &10 fu1.1-
, tIDe bona fida employee votkis'lS (lolaly for tM \olddtilr' ~ ... II"Ua:Lt Q" ".c\l~e a COI\t:t'.c:t tot.' tlda t:imbor. 

L. Thn the Udder I I has. [ ) hat not paid ot" IIs,"eeci to par IlnT I:mupanT Dr penOl1 (~t:her than & tlAU~ 

time bona fid~ euplOYM warking !lolol,. {or t:be bidder) any fee. I;CJIIIIldn,.cm, perc;~ntAa. 1:'11: brokcn:sge 

I 
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

f~c. continsont' up.1ft or 'J"esultil'1g frOll! the A'IIIllr;d of ~QlIt;:.r.Q~ fo~ thiD t(JBbllr. and 8&1' •• 0 ~o fu~h I 
info~~ion f.la~1n& the~to DG ~e~.~.~ by tb~ offieer authQrized to .pp~ove.tha t~o~ .ale cont:ract. I 

I 
... n..t the Bid~~ I J haD, ( I has not "trtici\latecl in _ preViQUB conua~t subJect; ~o tt.6 PJVV4.colart of I 

.. etlon 202 Q£ Eue\1ttve Ord.r 11246 (lfon .. dlscr1m1nat1rm i.p Emp19ymet\~I' 0' oJ'J.4/65. AB .... ndAtlC and that' 
the I1dder [ 1 ha.. ( ) hAs ,,01: 1I\1~tted pcpb:ad e~llallee repOl:U undeJ' eucb pN'riwa eontracto. I 

... '!'hat tlw 8lc!d.e'J" tOBetber "'i.th ltA .fUUatee cmJP1071!1 tt&a foUw-ins JWlDber oJ: I'4IUOCOClB and ... co~ •• t.fled 
... ( ) 1-2:; I 1 2.6-500 I 1 ovn .5'19 "00 ai I J ~~ J J NOMHAHUFMmJdI.. 

\ 
I 
1 



FROM:KONICA FAX TO: 
JAN 25. 1996 1:24PM H123 P.13 

proa~P mftlTlnCAttOY NO. or TlI£ ITITL!!:: (Type O~ Pd.D't) I pion I 
IJJl)I)D (TAJ: :mIl: I ~~ I/IltJE4 !/~~ 
(iuslRI$S ADDUSS (Ind.uWl Zl.~ Cod.) (type 1:1'1" rr-be) I . ~ '/ L Z!...l" 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I· 
Oapo.l~ will ba r.e~~ to ~~CCB.8ful bidd.~. b1 a~rLifi~ ~il unless depo.i~ •• ~e rBturned PQT.~1. 
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THUNDER SAINAG}'; SALE TJ\l,.I{!NG POINTS 

Tl",e iollovi!'l9 is r~spons:1J'1O La poincs be;iu9 espc-useo hy Mitch FrieQlT.an ond EYM 
Frost. 

1. Salvage. sa~e is in :;h~ :st:a.te' e l.Cil:t:'gest rel1l:!l:i.r~i.n9 eorest:~d roadless area, 
with a!jv.rj;:e impa~tll I'..,n wildlif~ h(.\bi~at and jeopa.rdy to illlpel:"ileo. salmon 
l-unS dowrtstream_ 
~bf! BIB clea:rly dl~plaYEI the :imp8ct& of E'~t)poBed act-ions w1t.hi.o ~_hi6 

unroaded area. Boton t'.he u.s. :-1oh and WildlU:e and Wa.sb:ln9I;-Qrt State Fish 

and. Wj,ltl11t:e fire DUpPQr~_~ .... " in our £h"tdi.ngs of no l.ikely affect t.o ""~,ldlife 
or fish from this p~oje(lt. 'I'he projeet is IJhoa;t term (~ yea~) I inc.ludeB 
minimal road consttw;:l::loJl. which w.i.ll be 8fbc~i'Vely cloBeO follOW1.ng the 
projoc\;., and inolur,leCi many prot.oct;1on mOo!lS"J;ea tQ .i~.u't'~ :t!l~t.1G impact:. on 
r:i.llh a.nd w;l1d11 fa ha,b.;i.t"t;. 'l'ha Okano\JAn. National l"OI"eet:: Land and Roaourc::e 
ManllSoY.ment Plan identifies t.his area \;0 be managetl for lynx habitat and 
wr"Iod fiber prC'Jc\uction, t.WQ eompatiblc uses. 'rh. sale proposed WO\ll~ 
harvest. only 2'1; of the otanding dOb" t.:1.mber VQ).\I.1l\e f'rom a. 1.0, S0(l aore 
t~xe. All ~~ees to b~ nQrve&tea ar~ dead. 

2 _ the project. contrv.<ll.cts the findings of th~ Chewuch Rl.ve)." wa.t.ershed 
ans)ygis . [this area) ~.G eo crit.i.ee.l source of n:Lgh quality wat.:c. for 
tlpting chinook, ana recommended protCvt_ ion to avo.i.cl ad'\lQr~Q impacto to t.his 
;"ey wat.2::'eahed. 
This pro1ect doe~ not cont~~dj~t the findings of tho ~h8WUC~ River 
wlltersh.~d anlilYBi~. Wo have included many protection meillilurt!l8 in t.bo 
pr{)ject to fJvoid iil.c:1vers" i.mpacts t:.P wtlte. QY$llity. Wv 1,,,Y'C'O ~tarted a. 3 
y.a~ w~te~ mon~eo~i~g ~ro9r..m in the Chewucb to monitor impact~ of fixe and 
J?!'.'oject, WQ i.t'l.otuded nQ hl'l'rvf!lst buff.Cl· stripe I:fiII¢Qnmandad by )?hCII'XSH aroWld 
811 8~re~ and wetlSlnc!fI. we lind-tad t:rllc~OJ:" yarding to IHopes more 
re~tric~iv. than our Poro_t Plan. we recommendod he1~copter y~~O~ftg on over 
7011; of tlle aal.a nr.-1Il \;.0 1:Lm..it. rc>ad c¢,..stru(~t.iCln and sk~d.di.ng impacts, W9 

illcludocS P~'OViB:iOtl~ t..O close 4l')t~ "ting rO(:l(1t1 a.nd newly eonBtructed. 2"O/lll.C"I, 
and ~·geomm.endftd c"oaion cont):~;t aeedin!;1 QIl 001.1s d:l.t1i·urbed by tho prc:.jflot. 
All of th4!!se a.ctit. ... ns added UlJ to the- t1nd111.gs of l-ittl.c g~ no risk; to eha 
&pr$.n9 ch1nooM: or bull tro\)~ in th.e: Chawuoh Rivdlr. 

:; . No bids: were :'ec4!i ved on the flale in Oct ober, and Wh~ll it wa~ reoffered in 
Decernbet:, the euocessiu:l biddor was t.hr:: NOJ:'thwest :;cosysl:em All;i.lU)c~ which 
bou9ht tb~ sale lilt 60 cent!;: I!I tJ:ee_ 
Nort.bwcn,t &l~<:>ayGtem JI)_J :I.P'hOQ wa.g t:.ha high bid.der at tb$l timber sale 
.\1~I:i.on. Th.y have not, hOVMver, !:>(,."n awarded t:he t.i2rlbeJ: .. ala contrllet.. 
W8 ore ill. tb~ procIBBB of d.etermin:i·ng whether they a~. _ 1:-8spons1bl.e 

pu:n;ll$.e;er, liD J,"(!quirf!ld by .,6 CF'R ~~l:I.101. mntA baa puhll\;'-l.y A~ated t:.hC!l)r 

nave no ill.ten.ti<;>i\ c;>£ ()R:a:'zyi~g out! tho r.equiremvnt;. o~ the ti_mlun: balo 
QOD~ra(:t.. 

'*. ':I'toe pUrCh&8e P1:ice of $30,000 for c.ne sale COmp"'~«5 to planning cost.s for 
the Po~est Service a.lonQ of $:200, oot), ingu:d_n9 I:.h@ governmenl:' 5 1.e>8S will 
pe et lc~st $1?0,000_ 
Thill purchase p:rice and planhi",CJ cost.s; J.lreeente:d are aOCleptable. HOVoletver, 
t.he preo.1cti on of lo:'ft'j toO the ;!o'Ve)::'nm&:Jlt 1.0 much more dcbaI;;EIlbl.. - Tho 
;::imber 5~1e. would prov1de QVfIIX' 700 t;;nIQI<:load.o t!.f timber to local milll!l. 
1'he !Logging, hauHn.g, mi1.1itl~. &lld t:t'onsport; ot !inished \lood proouct5 .all 
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.p~Qv,-e. jl.")hs, an est.imBt~d 68 jolnl i.:l;.::>m th~e; t.:i.mber ea).e. Tbe.lu: job$ would 
generate au e~~im1it:ed $1, e 00. OOlJ of incon,E.l in the local community which 
"'ould :b~ spent in local ~lt;;:ITee an\1 ~'I.'1$j,ntllifil~S whicn a;J:"(!! ta~cd by \'1Ql)hington 
1Ot-a.ce al;. 7.5\1. In ackH tion. IOh(l :ion-come would t'e taxed by che federal 
qovernment at g ct'JnserYi1tiv~\ 15%, wl~ich would pro":1.~e an additional 
$275,000 ':0 the federal tre!asury. The proviej.On cf SO jobs would i:lid in 
lesliening costs of welfar~ programs, law enforcement;.. and ,u~elllp:"QymeJ).t 

programg. 

In closura. the sAle is a.1l ~y.cellcut example of ecos·ystert. tnanbiement by 
managing na.tura: resources a~t' harvest.iag trees in a eU8\;a~nabJ.e way which 
provides st:ability and economy 'to the luc ... :l. corr.munir..ie:s. In :r~epOnb& CO the 
quot-I! !rom ~V'an FroDt chat the \..r:E!efO: ~rA • ..... orth fl!l.l: Ir.cre standing - the trees 
"rQ :Ill dead ~nd they wi!] not". re(l'lt"l.in. f:.It~nding for 'rery lons. If th~ eale 
isn't ::"o9ged, -.:-.he publjc ..... )..1.1 P41Y for .:heir woOd productl:o t·o be ~h1ppeCi ~rom 

S~beX'ia., and pay a second t:ms j.n unem~'loymem;., lost. Wl\9C~, and dep,,"epsed X'""xGtl 
commun1t:1vlii. 
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SPEED MEMQ 
•. . x '. 

--._. __ ._---:---._----_. __ ._ •... '.'- ... 
PROM: Don Rose I SU9,'1EC'1'I·~NPR 3.nterview 

-.. ~.--- •. - ... -.,.--
MESSAGE. ~n rCl~ponse teo your requc15t, to pr(.)vide a par6l.graph about the Thunder 
:"Iountain Fire anal.ysis a.nd a par.n\)ulph em my intel-vj 0\01 with Jennifel." Schmidt. 

TlIUNDIUt.~A,IllAG2 SALB RBVl§}j 
The '!'hunder S~l.v6l.ge sa:"e is ()~$ of t",A/O 8al~s ~dverti5ed in Septembe~. 1 ~9S 
withi!"l the Thunder Mountain Fire ~':'ei!1 WhlCh b\lrnea. 10,500 acres in 1994.. )1.11 
the tree' pr.~posed fo~ harvest are Clead. The 1I'I!.\~n issues ir: the. analysi~ area 
inelud~c1! !l 'I'he fi::"e W,'lfJ (:nt).~e~y within ijln unroaded area nClx\;; to ~ 

wilde~n~~.. , 
~) Yow rr.uc:-h tinme.2:· volume could b~ Dalvaged from tho fi);'e? 
3) J!:conor.1ics ot Che sale "na cotnlfiunity econom1t' 1iIt-.ability. 
4) ife~cta of propos~d aCLivitiee on soi~a. 
5) ~;ifC!c~E of propoael.'l. (lc\:ivitie:J on '.J}l(ll.if:e, ::"no::!luding l:rnx. gray wolf. and 

gri%zly bear. 
6) EffectS Of proposed activitie5 on anadrornoU5 :i'lah in chewuc:;h River. 
7) Potentiaol ot ;iptroductioI'\ of non"hl'lt;j,ve plant np(!:ciee. 
Th6! sales wou16 predominam::ly be l09~IQd ·.~a;"ng heli(';cptor y~rd.ing co liMit: road 
GOp~r::ructicn in ~h~ ... mJ::oaded ~l':oa. J'I.hY !'lew roa.d (;onutruction would be used 
during t:he j.:i.f$ o:!! t.he sales only t'll'ld then obliter.ltCed ",itb woody debris and 
recontourinS. Po variety of %'10 h~rvest zones were left to prot.eot; I!Il;retlmB, 
-..,ee1ands. meadows, wildlife trav~l corridors, a);:'e.o!lS with eeeAp $l.opC!$ ..,h'!..~h 

oOl,;ld eXh:l.bit soil erosion, and te p:rovide hiding cov@r fot· lyme. These areas 
;l.lcr.l guarant.eed. quality hB.bj,tat for: 9nowSt)oohare and other small mammals, and 
cavit.y nct5lt.ing animals ;:Inti birds. All e5t;j.:tl~tec:i 140 MMBF of timbe:r v~J.urne was 
killed by t.he fire" Thunder aal vage sale. lJtoposes to hllz:vel't. 3. S MMBF, or ~. 5" 
of the tocnl \!ead vol.u:lle from tho ! j.re. 

lHT.lRV:rIt91 TOPIC:L1Ul"!! ... V'p!'N:t.J1ER SCHMIl?! 
:vIy dith~\.u!.llion with Jenrd !~r Schmidt on ,January 9 covt!x-ed a wioe raillge of 
top~,c;.<s. sne ,,-as j.n1;o~:eE>t.~d in t.he p~opoBed s~;l.Q" effects on lynx and 
.. nad!:omouB ::i."h _ She 8!'lked about n(')\'., t:he proposed sa.le fit with th9 Chewucb 
watershed analysis- I told her tht:! sale was ;in p Fortion of the wa.t~r8h .. d that 
had experienoC!d very ::ittle im~a.ct ::0 water quality, as c.\w/ilcribed ;i.n the 
Chewuch WA. Th@ stream gJ:'aa;l,em::.s wi.thin the ~1ll1e (l,rea war:o V4)ry gradual and 
woul(.\ UOl: pre~~nt a eedimeI'lt"eion th~eat to th~ anadromoul;1 !il'h .1.0 t.he Chewuch 
River. '!'l::.e Bales as: proposed hAd he en thoroughly rev:i~wed by both the 
Wasiling'tQn STate T~'h and Wildlife 'iino U.S. Fish •. nd Wildlife Serv1cfls ana. were 
fully S\\'Pported by those agencies. 'l"tlere ·""ouJ.rl ~a. little lik .. :l.ihooo of any 
impac~ ~Q ~ynxl WQl!, or grizzly bo~~ with the p~OPDsed salee . 
.;'onn.:l.£$r ask~o. why the Forest. Sle.:r.v.icc hl;ld to sell the timber tt'J p. logger if t:he 
M.ghest bidder paid us in f\lll llut. dido' t harvest t.he t.ree.,. l: told her that 
we bad oS For$&t .I?lan t.hat W\H1 t.:he- n~s\llt. Of extensive public .nteraction. The> 

Thund02;' ~ounta1n Sill-vase anea~y""is had uncS.ergone exeansive puhl:LC int.eractiol'l. 
1'h~re IlrE'! Go f\J.ll rango of. opinions Bbc;UL what should be dOlle with lo!nd under 
Forest Servlce jurisdiction llnd that· s wr.y \ole do che analyselOl- The Po~ellt Plan 
guide8 our attempts to provide a multitude of opport~n1tie9 co our public. The 
Oktlnogar. Forest Plan dosj,gnated clle \\nroadeCl e.rC'"Cl whGro thQ fire occured for 
managem~m.t of lytlx and to provide wood tiber. which are compAtible uses. ;J; 
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:1150 told V'\1Iun;if.'cr" that. the lClcC'II:' ~;p"u"unity ot.ood to benef:i.t more from the 
harvest of timber than just OUT r'6t':ei -ving money for the trees and not 
harvesting" A tl.mc,('!l:· sale contract wtJu)d .i.nvolve providing jobs for local 
loggers, H>9 truck d.rivers, mill wOT'kers, as well as provide business for 
helicClpter companies, mills. nOVi:a l09 oi.stribl,l.torl;>,. and all tn~ loc~l 

h\lcirl~~t;Qg t:h:;).t prov:i d~ J:lIPl'] ~@s to businesses and ;in.~i\1:ldu.a.1S that.:. 11";11 hcal:'l:<. 

Awarding to ~r.yono ~h~~ would not ~~4~y OU& the contract would sho~t ci~cu~t 
that chain of benefits. 
"rle talked abom: the de't.errninat.itm -:d" purchasec responsibility and whether 
NOl:tb.W,",St. EQOIIIYlrtom J\,lli~nOQ WOuld bQ ;,w~""dod thQ sllIlQ. X told nQ~' ;II l(!!~t{jll" 

~a6 being seX1t ()\1~ with questions that NIH\ woulr:l need to answex to determine 
their auitabil~ty for ~ward of the t~mb~t ~~l$ coneract. At this point. NEA 
waS the high bidder on ~n Auction. they had not b~e>n awarded tlle slue. F'rom 
;?ublic co;mncnt::s they had wc:adc, t.hey hnd nc> intll:mtdQJl of ca.rrying out the sale, 

so h. was not likely th~y would be awa.rded the cortt:.ract. That determination 
..... ould be made le!1RU y through an estabJ:i stl!~tl process in the Code of Federal 
Regulation,g over t.he next month. 
S;hB ae;k.ed me whether the :!'if'~ (! met the intent of ~.lITlp't'~v!l.n5:J forest:. health. I 
~'eplied that '~hen W~ !'it.lll'ted the proje.ct., W~~ !e:lt that we could lessen future 
fire risk and l@sg,m potential tnount .. ~.n pi.ne beetle outbreaks in damaged. 
tl""OS. l told heJ:' that ~he small amount of hal'vtltl'ting we were doing would not 
lessen tno r~.k6 of e1~her ~hrea~. 
There wal:' ~CI:rea to the interview but. 1 don't 1"ememher lIuy ot.her specifics at 

this time. 
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TO: 

United States Department of the. Interior 

FISH AND WlLDUFE SftVlCS 
Ecological ServiCes 
S 17 Souill jucbiMo 

P.o. Box 1157 
Moses Lake, Wuhinpn 91131 

('09)76S~12S Fax:· (509)165--9043 

CraiJ Bobzien 
District Ran •• 
TonaUr.t Raagcr District 
1 WCAt W~PJl P.O. Box -1f)G 
To~ VialbmglOft 98855 

FWS It.ef~ 1-]"'9S-I~718 
Cfos ... .Refc:rence: 1-3-94-SP-788 and 1-3 9$-SP .. 343 

Dear Mr. BobrJen: 

This ltUQ: is in teJPOllSoC to your fr.oque~ for informal consultation on tbe Thunder MounUUn 
Fire RectWCry and Salvage projlXt proposed by the Tonasket Ranger I:>istrict of the 
Okanopn National Poresl Your Jetter with attachod biologk.1Jl asscs.rDalts Wb$ dated. July 
27, 1995:t and s:eceived in our SpOkane SUb-offiCeq)A .JUly ll, 1995. Midtell~ E.a.mes, nm 
McCtacklea, and t a.ttended a field trip wim your staff to th~ project area. on Octo_ 5. 
1994. Since. then Michelle !.amet and Kent Woodruff haw diseuued thil prOject over me 
p~one Oft 5C\'enU ocouions. 

Tbe U.S. Fish an4 Wildlife Se&Vice (SezvWe) concurs that tile proposed projoct {Alramstlve 
II} b not likely to adversely a.«cct the &NY wolf or rile grizZly beat~ n.e Servic.e a1l0 
cxmours that the proposed prOject wm have no RlCect on the bald cqIe. 

Tho SwvWo app~ ~ efforts that have been made \ly the distri~ tb minimize the 
ef&cts on Ucted and ca11didate species during project plUlDin;. 1Mludlftg~ limiting road 
eoDSttUcdon miles. 1imitin& the sale: duntion, lmp)t:mf;ft!ing prompt and .. ffer.:tivc toad 
closures after the S3la, Ute! p1enDing harvest u.nit Jayout. to nuUb.tain tra:veJ. ~ot& and to 
benefit snowshoe bare (prey for lynx). Tba Service ncommends moNtortng thlr 
effedi"fJlt:SS of tbe road c1oJURoJ, tibd using adaptive manAg~t to a4j1lJt Ule closurcs if 
lb.)' ate found to be lncf'fective. 

The Service furthv Je(:onunetlds continuing to develop melboCs (Q mlDimizOl lmpaeu t.a the 
bull ttvut, a QltegOl')' 1 eandidate species. The 4iltritt sbwW ".'lUre ttw little or no 
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F"ROH USFWS-MOSES LAKE, WA SC39 785 Sl0A3 

sedimf.!ftl is delivlfC'.d to aquatic $~em, durinS l'rojeet implementation. trior to 
reintrOducing ~ to the area, tho Se:rvice rer.ommenc1s evaluating '&he ~ of stream 
channels and rlparian habitAt too ensure that VVjng will not ncgativdy impact the aqua.tk 
systems. If the l1$tcm& are not TeOtWded within 2 years as expected~ delay the gn;&ing 
mntroduoUOtl. After mnttodud.ion of grazing, continue ~itorinJ me area and move me 
llVC$tOCk if neptive ~, to tht aquatic '5ystem become apparcat. 

Tbi!. ccmcludes informal consultation pUJ'!tJant to Section 7(iJ)(2) of the Sndangered SpecUs 
Act Gf 1973. 85 amended (Act). This project sbould ba re-aftDl"ad if new iIlfonnation 
reveals ct1ecu of the action that may .affCCllisted ~ ot crltieti habiat in a manne.t or CD 
an extent not coMi.d.cred in this c;:on,\lltation, if the :action is .ubseq .... tly tn~ in a 
manrtet tbat causes an effect to tho ~ed r.peci~.s or critical babitat that 'WU not eonsfderOd in 
this OOIlsultaUOD; mdlor, if 8 hew SJ'Ieci" h Ib.ted or etlti.c:al habitat ia designated that may 
be 1fCeeu:d by this ,rajoet. 

If you havo further ~on$ about this letter or your responsibilltie4 undv the Act, pl~ 
«mtaCt Miehelle &mes al our Spobtlc Slib-of.fi.ce. at $09-921..0160. 

«: 
WDFW~ :legion l 
FWS. Lavenwonh (M~"taCken) . 
PWS, Olympia (SauncletJaOC. Spaulding) 

2 
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~.,.. J.a.. 1"; (, 
United States Department of A9rl~ulture. For ••• Servlc;e 

TOl"l8sket Ranger District 
, Wf!"&t Winesap 

PI_ •• p..., -

MiChelle Eames. Wlldllf. e'ologi5t 
US FISh and Wildlife SSNlce 
11 103 E. Montgomery Drive. Suite I/- 2 
Spokane. WA 00206 

Dear MfCheJle: 

Tonaeket, WA 988&6 

Reply To: 2SOO 

Date: November 20. 1~5 

This letter is to inform you of additiomtl Bt:tMty regarding ttl .. Thunder Salvage Sale on the TOn~kQt 
District of the Okanogan National Forest : 

, 

Sine!) rBC~ipt of your ~n~urr;.'lnC".e letter of August 29. 1995. twO sales were off~r9d (Thunder an~ Dog 
Salvage sales) In the Thunder Mountain EIS area, and neither received QIrf bkb. We have reworked tho 
Thun~er sale to allow possible hOUS(llog and fiber fern oval an~ we are ptanning to re-offer the l'ale in 
eatty December. . 

Changes to the sales dgscribed '" the EIS 1nclude: 

AllOwing a feller-bunCMr to gather the limber In aD unlt$ ~ the 'ale. in otd~r10 ccondmlzt!l 
On helicopter time. l 

i 

CON!ttuctiOI"l Of minor taocess rotJtBS fot the feller bUncher and an ATV to tervi~ anq fuei 
tM equip mont. i 

i 
AciditIO"'~1 ~OO' of I'ol\d to blItfLllr acc~ one unit. ! 

COl'ltrac.t lerM from 6~96 to 9-97 (essentially sliding operatIOns back one yW/Sl'). 

Ellmln80tlng a srrlan tractor unit (#16 • 4 ~cr8s) due 10 laok of faasability. 
i 

All roads and trai~ will be colllpletety cbsed as described In the EI6 for their entire length ($Iash piled 
similar to fire liot rehabilitatlon). All reserves (lynx tr~el corrfdors. sight distance i$'-1ds. rip~on 
r~serv") will be malnlained • WImer logging will be allowed QnJy If condition!; arQ $uif*ble tor mlrjlimal 
3QiI d~urbanct· ; , 

I 

Th~..e adjustments will not change the Impacts to li$t~ and, eanOiClate species described in th~ original 
BA r~'1lewed by your office. In addition. recommendations made in your AtJgUSt 29, i 99S 1~9r will 
continue to bt followed. If you have any (Juestions regarding thesQ ohanges ptaasa contact ~ent 
Woodruff. who Is the wlldlife biologist fot lhe project-

~~~ 
CRAIG POBZIEN 
Oil;trief. R~G" 

• s , 



.; 
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United States DcpanUlcnt of the Interior 

FISH AND WH.PLlFS SkRVICE 
U~per Colul'(lbla River 8asin Fielti OUit;e 

1110) E. Mol'lt£omery Drive, Suit~ ,2 

Crai.g S~b~ier\ 
Dbt~ict Ranger 
Ton •• Xoe RanSQ~ District 
1 West Winesap, P.o. ~O~ 466 

.. Tonaske'!t:., ~$.sh;i.n~ft.on ~ees~'" 

FWS Reference: 1.-3-%-1-718 

SpDkRne, WA 992C>6 

CX'osEl-lttsference: 1- 3- ~4:-S"""as ilnd 1-1 ... .95- SI'.34:\ 

ThAnk you fo~ your l~~~e~ of Novett~et 20, .9~S, ~egardin9 changes to the Th~de~ 
Salvage Sale On thlt Tonask.et Ranger pistr1et. we appreciate being ir.!orlmJd ~'hcn 
act:1vities iire changed, si.nec this Et:tlOWB \1$ to keoop ol,n" ~4ltliniatrat-~ve fi1 • .; up 
to dAte. 

BecauBe ~e Changeg w~ll not ~esult in gr~ato~ ef£ec~s ~o l~seed sp.oi~$ t~l 
tho~e considered in the original cUllsultaliQn. z;-o·initiet:.:l.cm gf &ecelon ., 
consultar;ion is not: necesea%y. 

\ae look fo~ward to contilluing to work t.ogC!lt.her to cooseNe listod and candida~e 
species. If you h<lve furt:h.@y questions al:lOut. th~a le1:.1:er or:. your 
r.tlpons~j.l~ti." unde:r the Act., Ule~:Je cQntact t«.ehell,tI Eames ,.t. 509 .. 92).-Olf>O. 

Sincerely, 

CC: WDFJ{, Regicn 2 
FWS, Olymp18 (Saunde~s-Ogl 
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FROM:KONICA FA>< 
TO: 

JAN 25, 1996 1:29PM ~123 P.23 

rrhUIldcl· Mountain 
Recovery and Salvage 

Decisioll N'otice 

Okanogan National F'orest 

Legal Description: T. 39 N., R. 23 E", Sections 31 through 34, T. 38 
Nt, R. 23 E., Sections 3 through 10, 16 tbrougb 
21, and 2R through 33, W. M., Okanogan 
County, Washington. 

Lead Agellcy: USDA F'orePll Service 

Responsible Offidal: S .. m Cehr 
Forest Supervisor 
Okanogam National Forest 
1140 2nd Avenue South 
Olutnogan, W A, 98840-9902 

Further Information: .0011 Rose 
lllroject lleader 
Tonasket Ranger Distri~t 
1 W. Winesap 
Tonasket, W A, 98855 
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United States Departmont of Agriculture, Fores\ ;;ierYH,U 

Okanoaan National Forest 
1240~ou1h Seoond Avenue 
Okllnogan, WA ~8840-9723 . 

Reply To; , QSO 

Dat~: September 6, 1995 

Oem Thunder Planning ParticIpant: 

Attached please find the Decision Nmlc~ for thl:': Thundar Mountain Fire Recovery and Salvage. You 
previOuQly rQceived either a copy of the rimd Environmental \rnpact Statement (FEIS) 'or Summary lOt 

this project. Normally the decision docurl'l<mt for an rEIS is a Record of Det:islon (ROD). As Q~plaiMd 
in the Decision Notice, this project qualifies as a s.alvage timber sale ur'ldBr Public Law 104·'9. The 
appropnat8 osClslon c:!ocun'lont for this prcject untiel Publio l.aw 104-19 is a Decision Notice. The 
OeCi$ion Notice contains the same information W~1ich would normally be incllJeJed in a ~OD. 

'fhis decision is exempt from admil,istratlve appeiJ'1 undl~r the provisions of Public Law 104.19. I inte,'d 
to advertise the Thunder Salvage end Dog Salvsge Tirnher Sales immediately. 

Also attached pleast find an orrata shsat tor ttle FEIS, 

I want to manl< all of 'h~ peoplEr whO have be~n Involvod In toe planning process ~ince the fire. Many 
of you spent the time to I"IlN~1 whh Forefil personnel in the field, at publiC meetings and individually. 
Complex issues were raised during project planning, and yQur involvement nas enabted me to make 
a batter, more informed decision. 

~lncer91y. 

SAM GEHR 
~ore$t suporvisDr 

0) 
Cllling for lhe l.8l\d and !illlrving ~opl. 
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Page IV-42, Paragraph 6: change 

tQ 

·~fftJcts would be negligible. to tne population of bull trout (SalvefirlllS conlluenfl.Js) known to use the 
mainslem of the Chewuch fliver as a migratory (";Orridor. lhare would be no effects to the spawning 
and jlNenile rearing habitat which is upstream of lhe Thunder project arGa." 

·Spawning and reartng habitat for bull trout (S81vellnu~ cOflrluentlls) Is known to occur in the I-Ippor 
reaches of on9 trioutary to the Chewuch River, whieh will not ho Bffect~d by the Thund&r protect No 
bull vout have over been ob'flp.lVl?d sp;twnlng In th~ main stem Chl:!wuch River, although older juveniles 
anrl adults have been obsor\led. Smwl numbers of adulls are known to use the malnSlem as €I 
migrlil\Qr'Y corridor. The type of USI3 by older juvenllE:!s Is un'mown. It Is $5$umed thpt thg!;Q ObMNoct 
IndividualS are progeny Qf tlla Qhcwuoh tributary population. Effects would ba negligible to these 
known downstream populations.' 

... ~ 
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Df,CISION NOTICE. IEM'EMDER. l"~ 

. ; 

The USDA forest Service Okanogan National rt;,lJ~st proposed to analyze the 
Thunder MOl.lntain firc~ following control and containment of the fire August 30, 
1994. Tho purpose of the analysis was to idenUry potential resource recovery 
projtlt.ts, recover timber volumn in dead and dying trees, and move thu araa 

. toward desired future condition as described in thE! Okanogan National Forest 
land and Resource Managemo('t\ plan. Q~ amend9d by the decision notice for 
the Contlnl.lation of Interim M"nAgement Direction E~lablishing Riparian, 
Gc::osysteM and Wildlife Standards for Timber Sales and the decision notIce for 
the Interim Strategies (or Managing Anadromous FiSh-prOducing Watershf)ds In 
Eastam Oregon and Washington, Idaho, pnd portion& of C.:llifornia (PACFISH). 

The fire was Ignited by lightning on July 24. 1994. The control flr$lIn8 
encompasses on area or 10.507 acres and Is the perlmete" of tho area 
considered for projects withIn th9 rina! Environmentallmpect Statement. The 
fire liaf> within the Dog Creek, Thir1ymlle Cr~ek. and Twentymile Creek 
tributaries or the Chewuch RIver Watershed. The fire r,sulted In a variety of 
bum int~nsities. Thet"e are areas of live ~nd dead vegetation in mosaic patterns 
as well as large eA'tended areas vi dead tr009. 

Projects considored for Irnplemefltntion are s8tvage logging, research and 
monitoring, and recovery projects to nmeliorata thR effects of the fire on water. 
SOil. cattle grazing. wildlife haf)lt~t. and human safety. Tn's Decision Notice 
documenrs my decisions for the$~ projecto, It includas tho requhements and 
condlllons for Implef'l"t(:lntation, the factors considered. public invotvemonl which 
occurred, and thA Rppeal rights for my Ule decisign. 

Relation to Public Law 104-19 
In Public Law 104-19. Congfess directed the Socratariec of Agriculture and 
Interior to use expedited proccdufl!!lS to prepal'@. advertise. offer and award 
s,,",age timber $sles. S@)ctlon 2001 fGQuires each Secretary to prepare 
documents that combine arl env,ronmental ~~s~ssmant (E:A) under Section 
102(2) of the National I;nvifomncn4al Policy Act With a biological e~8'\Jatlon (8~) 
undor S9c.11on 7(a)(2) Of the end3ngered Species Act. rTha Pre!;idg"t directed 
the Secretaries \Q implement the timber related provislqns of Public Law 104·19 
in an expedItious and 9n"jronmentDlly~sound l1"Ianner. in accordance with the 
spirit and int~nt of the Forost Plan$ and existing environmental law. The 
Secretaries issued a Memortmdum of .Agreem~nt (MOA) on August 9, 1995. 
allowing tt'le issuance of an EAlBE 'Nhen an EIS WQuld normally be requirCild 
under the land man{lgement ogent;ieS' NE:PA procedurGs, providing that the 
anatysls done was consistent with Section 102(2)(c) of NEPA. Such EA/BEs 
(';Quid then be circulated for a 30 d~Y publio comment period. The daelslon 
mC!llker is raqulred to respond to substantive comments, but not IS6Iue a final 
EAJ8E. 

----.................. ~!I.I ................................ II ............... 



FROM:KONICA FA>< TO: JAN 25. 1996 1:31PM H123 P.28 

'tIMIIDF.R MOUNtAIN FEiS 
DecISION NonCE. SEn'EMat~ 199' 

ihe Thunder Mountain f'ire R.ecovery anti Salvage qualirlQ~ as a salvage timber 
&81e under Public Law 10"~'9. At the titn~ the President signed the lew. tho 
Thunder Mountain Final Environmental hllpAct Stat~mf"tnt (F.F.IS) had alroady 
been sent to the printer. 1 he FEIS was dlstrlhuted to the p\,Iblic the week 01 
August 14-16. 1995, Normally the decision document assoCiated with ~n fEIS 
Is called a Record 01 DecisIon (ROD). H()wever, undar Pub\ic Law 104.10. a 
Decision Notice is the appropriate daei~i()n docum~nt. and the Thunder 
Mountain decision has been named nccordingly. This Oecisiol'l Notice contains 
the same information which wo,Jld normally be included In a ROO. Responsos 
Lo the public comments received on thEt Orefl EI5 are found In Appendix 0 of 
Ule FI:IS. The BEs ror thIs proje(;t are tound in Apppendix e of the FE:lS. 

Applicable Laws, Regulations and Policies 

Tna Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Thunder Mountain Roc;;ovcry 
ana Salvage project was prepsred to meet the requircfnonts of the National 
environmental Policy Act of 1Qap (NF:PA) and the Council on Environmental 
Quality implementation regulations (40 eFR 1500). All alternatives ware 
developed to be consi~tent with the roquirements of the Recoru of Dedslon tor 
the Pacific NorthweslHegion, Final Environmental Impact Statement for 
Management of Competing ~nd Unwanted Veget~tion Bnd tho raslloc;ated 
Mediated Agreement, and UU~ Okanogan National r-orest Land and Resource 
ManaQoment Plan, as amended. " .... . . :. 

The Decision 

DN-:l 

83!ied on the analysis documented in the rlnal Environmental Impact 
Stalement. it is my decision to select Alternative 11. This alternative proposes 
harvest of dead end dying trees on 1.111 9efeS in the Dog Creek and ThlrtymUo 
Creek drainages. At the present time. two 58'8' are planned to alloW mora 
opportunity for timber sale pl,.lrchasers to particIpate and short.n th8 time of 
operations by having two sales opMating concurrently. 

Ttle Thunder Salvage Timbor Sale in tho Thirtymile Creek drainage would 
harvest approximately 6.0 MMBF of timber from 355 acres. L..ogglng systems 
would be helicopter. optional winter tractor. tractor, and cable. Two new roads 
would be buill, each.O.1 miles In length for a total of 0.2 miles r08l'J constructIon. 

The Dog Salvage '"Imber Sale in the Dog Creek drainage would harvest 
apt)roximatelv 7.7 MMBF of timbor from 755 acres. Logging systems would be 
helicopter, cable, and tractor. One new road WOUld be bunt to access helicopter 
landing areas totaling 1.7 miles road construction, 

Alternative, 11 also 'includes replacemf.:nt and repair of range fences burned In 
the fire. Willow cuttings from loca' plants wlllLJe planted \n rlpl;1rian banks 
damaged by f1rellne COI1,tn.Jction. Trees which may be a ha%i'rd to motorists on 
National f'orest System Road #39 will be n~moved. The road which aeeesses 
the Thlrtymile eabln will be relocated away from wet rip an an areas and allowed 
to revegetate Itself. This toad will be gated at the junction with R.oad #39 for 



... 
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administrative use only. The rood which accesses th" tup of Correl Butte wil\ be 
permanently blocked and tIt) loncer maintained for vehicle traffic. A proposal to 
cooperate with the Washington Deportment of Fish and Game to reintroduce 
beaver into Twentymile and Dog Creek draInages will be PUf6Ue<;1. 

Mitigation Measures 

Much of thA mitigation for these project~ 1& Incorporated into their design. 
Landscape unit de~ign cliteria specified on page 11-5 and 11-6 of the Final 
Environmental Impact Statement (f ~IS) are adopted to protet;l riparian habitatl 

water quality, snag and (Jown log hobitlllt, Goil produQtivlty, and future vegetation 
recove.ry. 'am also adopting tho Best Management Practices described In the 
Ana'yslC FII9 for this projAct. whidl reQuire specifiC site protection maBllur~8 for 
goil and water. and the mitigation measures listed en pages 11 .. 31 through 11-33 
of the F£~IS. which further mitigato the impacts Of implementation of Alternative 
11. 

Monitoring 

Monitoring of water ql.lality In the Chewuch River, noxiOUs weed presence. 
motorlz9d vehicle use Dn closed ro"ds and area" soil compO(..1lon, riparian 
recovery, soil erOSion, natural regeneration. wildlife use. and Implementation 
monitoring of each project is ineorporatsd Into this decl~ion. 

I 
The5e monitoring and research projects ara more fully d8$orlbed on pages 11-34 
through 11-36 01 the relS. : 
Research proposals to study wood de'erloration, omall mammal tGcolonl:r.I!'tion, 
vegetation recovery, ,.nag 10$s end USEt, s.oil microflora changes. and possibly 
soil fungi activity will be Implemented within a rpnge of activities, conditions, and 
locationSl In the analysis area to determine impacts and benefit, of proposed 
activities for future reference. 

Rationale for thQ Decision 

Issue: Unroaded and Undeveloped Character 

The selected altemative constructs now road In the unroaded ar~a which is 
within the RARE II Long swamp Roadle:i$ Area. 

The Tt\llnder Salvage Timber Sale will construct two short roads off National 
Forest System Road 39 for ~ total of 0.2 miles of neW road In the Thlrtvmile 
Creek drainage, Including 1 ttream crossing. One rOl1ld (0.1 miles) will r~place 
an existing road locatIon in Thlrtyrnile Meadows that Cfoases some WDt riparian 
habitat. The old road location will be blocked with rocks and/or IOg5 and allowed 
to recover to 8 wet me8dow condition. The new road location crosses the 
stream In a better location. The new road will be gated and u$ed for 

DN-3 
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administrative purposes only. There Is one other road of 0.1 miles which will be 
constructed in Thlftymile drElina9~ off noad 39 to aCCAS& loggino_ 

The Dog salvage Timber 5ala will comitrucl 1.1 0'\1103 of new rolld, Inetudlog ) 
&treBnl cronlng3. AI' exIsting (;lId lOad bed that WBS built more than eo yaarA 
itgo hB£ a exIsting ro::id prism which will be fo-opened for approximately 0.6 
miles of the 1.7 miles of construction. 

All of th.le roads will impact the unroaded character of the landscape. All three 
roads will be used for a mllximum period of two normal oporatlng seasons, 
u~ually July through Ontober. They ml'!y be used ouring one wInter sea:iion as 
well. At the end or \nO second operating season, thE) roads will be 
d8commissioned mrld closed to motorized access completely by removing 
.!Ilream crossingt. piling slash and debris on the road prism, blocking the 
entrance at the junction ofeKisting Road 39, and recontouring the road priem to 
the original topography at 5tream crossings, wet areBs, and at the Junction with 
Road 39. MonitOring for effectiveness of these closures is pn integral part QI my 
decision. A large portion of the road prisms of these nQW roads will r~maln 
inteet. The Okanogan National Fot~9t L::ind Management Plan allocated this 
ateA to produc1ion of wood fiber along with management of lynx habitat through 
time. leaving road prisms inb!ct does not eonfllct with the goals of this 
Managemf:mt Area. 

TI'I8 logging itself will have an impact on the undeveloped character of the are~. 
Slump, Iilnd skid trails will remain visible ror somo time after th., project 1$ 
completed. Naturallcyoncration of lodgepole pine, En~elmann spruce, and 
subalpine fir is Q)<p&ct9d And will re~aJlt In dense stands of young trees 
populating thll entire burned Area withir' a faw years. Ar; these trees grow, they 
will effectively lessen the visible effects of tho logging proJectA and the area will 
become less accessible to hllman use. The landscape design criteria which are 
used for maintaining a distribution of sn8g~. wildlife hiding eod travel COVGr, 

riparian protection, and !loll erosion protectIon will also leave a mosaic pattem of 
stsndlng live and dead tn~es scattered throughout the project area. This will 
further mitigate the visible effect of logging on the undeveloped character Of the 
anatysis area from viewpoint!; on Road 39, Corral Butte, and Nonn Twentymlle 
Lookout. 

The high percentage of helicopter yarding, the least envIronmentally damaging 
method of yarding available today, will loosen the visIble evidence of skid trails 
and logging activity. Trees smaller than 9lnc;hes will be left on site In moat, if 
not all, helicopter yarding areas. ThQoo small diamoter ~tanding dead and down 
tree. Il)ft within the harvest units will also help mitigate visual effects of 
undeveloped character Impacts. ~ 

. . 
The construction of roods and logging activity will aller the potential availability 
for a portion of the projoet area for future wildemess design~tion. 

i 
i 

II 
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Alternathto 11 will provide a combination of sawlogs and fiber material Qf 
approximately 1~\.S MMBF. Mum of the material less that \) inches In diameter 
taas already ch~cked and cracked and Is salvageable only as fiber mahHisl .. 

Issue: Economics 

Economic analysis ." t"'l~ project shows it to be a marginal sale of timber. The 
price of whitewood lumber has been dfopping for many months (sinoe the DEIS 
was rel~asocd) and the availability and cost of helicoptElrS may be prohibitive, 
The: requirements ouUinect f'~ mItigation and de .. lgn for this sale are necessary 
to meet laws and to manage and protoct the resources found in this analysi5 
area. Altematil,lQ 11 lessens the costs of helicopter yarding by shortening the 
avaf8ge and maximum external yarding distance. Alternative 11 includes the 
fI~xibility to make some halicopter yarding unIts optional to log which will allow 
the purcllaser some choi(;lJS based on the cost of helicopter yarding at lhe time 
ot Sale. :Optlons are also im;luded to yard logs down to 7 Inches in diameter In 
cable yarded unit!. and to allow for optional winter tractor loggino In some 
helicoplQ,. units. Post sale projects ale minimal which will k,.",p overall sale 
costs down. 

Issue: Effects on Soils 

Approximotaly a~% of the area within the fire perimeter will have no direct 
logging or r03ding Impact. Withir1 areas that are to be logged, Alternative 11 
includes the guideline to limit t,."e!or logging on blackened soils 1o slopes wnere 
$uslained slopes average 18SS than 25'%. The tack of ground vegotation 
Increases the Chance for surface erOSion to occur. Therefore, th~ more 
rOGtriclive slope limitation will cOmpgnsRte for this IncrAA£ed chance of erosion 
on bumed slopes. Th9 high amount of helicopter yarding incl~:ded in this 
alternative will have very little impact on the soils, Mitigation measures of 
waterbarring skid roads, ripping and covering helicopter landings wllh debns. 
and recontouring new road lOCations where wet areas lifO cros&l?:d will lessen 
'the risks or erOSion and land movemGnt. A supstal'ltia' omOl.tnt of large woody 
aebris will b~ loft both within haNo~t units and oulsid. of IOQQed areas. This 
large amount of debris will act as barriers to soil movament and further lessen 
surface erosion. Monitoring already completed during the spring of 1995 
displayed very little surface tlrosion from 'he fire itself. Thfit l!Ioils In the analysis 
area are stable. 

Issue: Effec:ts 10 Naf/ve and Anadromous Fisheries 

.. , Riparian lluffer width·s i·ncl~ded In the proJect design follOW requirements In 
PACFISH. the interim tUraetlon providing $tandards and guidelines on protection 

DN-5 
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of &tream habitat for anadromous fish. T"(r&e riperiQn buffers wlll effective-Iy 
eliminate direct impacts of logging to streams, springs, seeps. and bogs. The 
high pere9ntttO~ of hali('..npter yarding will lessen erosion, which will In turn, 
lespan sedimentation in streams which fooo Into the Chewuch River, which 
provides spawning habilat for anadromous fi9h. The large ~mount of large 
woody debris which will fall Into tho streams will provide long tern'll ... -str~8rn 
habitat for any resident flsh or on\l"hibiana whieh may inhabit the area Bnd will 
holp reducQ sedimenl trAnsport downstream. The gentle gr8dl~nts of the 
streams within the project area arc not expected to deliver much, if any, 
sediment to the Chewuch River, There will flot be any appreciable Impact of 
th~se proJects on water nutrients or temperature. 

The mlilin source of increased seCliM9nt pot~ntial from Alternative 11 Is from 
road construction, particularly 1,-om the four stream crossings. Oesign of these 
stream crossing:; ond the entire road will bQ ~oMltlvg to sgdlmGnt Input to 
neatby stro8m~. Upon completion of the logging proj$ets, culverts will be pulled 
from these stream crossings and they will be restored to their original 
topography within the Identified stream buffer width (UP to 100 felt) using an 
excavator. Long tenn ImpIlIC\S Of these new roads will be mlUgated by 
restoration of thoso channel, to their original now pa".rn •. 

Issue: E"ects to Wildlife 

DN~ 

The proposed projects Will have vary little long term Impilot on the wlldllre 
speclo5 whicn inhabit lhe aro~, There will be a short term Impact Qf the roadlng 
and logging during the period of opAration of up to two years. Impact to 
reclus iVA animals beyond the time when the roads are closed will be minimal. A 
\arge majority of the burned area will have no impacts from harvest acth,ltles or 
road construction. 

Habitat connectivity is maintained by leaving unharvested conidors along 
riparian buffers of varying widU,s and ridgetop travel routes 300 1~et wide. 
Th$se corridors facllltat9 f1"r.l>age through the burned area from surrounding 
habitat The areO$ adjacent '0 the projgct will continue to provide sufficient 
travel habitat for most wildlife species. inCluding those requiring seclusion. 
Fragmentation of habitat is kept to a minimum by mair'\tenanC9 ot these 
corridors and closure of new roads, R!parliln and wetland habitat, which Is 
important to a variety of Wildlife which Intnllbll the area, is left in an undisturbed 
concJltlon. 

Snags and down wOOdy debriS are Important t;omponents of habitat which ore 
required by a wide emilY of insects, animals_ and fungi. By leaving riparian 
corridors. tm ... ol corridors, and additional undietulbed reserves scattered across, 
the landfl:c:ape within harvest area~, this habitat will remain in abundanea. 
Reserves wilt serve as tecoloni1.~tlon islands to surrounding harvested areas for 
many small·mamlllais. Including snowsnoe hare, a primary prey especlea for lynx. 
Down woody debriS Will be teft In abundance within harve5t arCt8f; c;h,JO to 
minimum di~meler of horvestod material of 9 Inches in mo~\ or the project. 

II 1111 
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There will hFl no impaCt to existlng.live old growth stands through 
implementation of Alternative 11. 

HabitAt condillcms Ideal for snowshon hare hpve been created by the fire. 
logging activities will remove some potential down log material greater than 9 
Inches, but the overall down log component throughout the bumeo area, both 
Within and outside harvested areas, will rota!n 900d to exc;ellent hiding COlier 
habitat tor snowshoe hare. Thi~ will be beneficial to the re5ident population of 
lynx, a candidate spacles for Threatened and ~ndangered status. 

Other threatened, endangered, and sensitive species such as gray wolf, grizzly 
bear, Pacific fisher, thteo &PBCi9~ of bats, and the California wolverine may 
hav9 shott torm impacts to individuFils from roading end logging but will not likely 
have adverse impacts to tl'lelr population. Altemative 11 will have flO effect on 
bald sagles ot Ilorthem goshawks. 

Issue: Introduction of non-native species of plants 

The pl::lnt associations found In this high elevation nnalysls area are not usually 
conducive to the establish mont of non-naHve noxious weeds of concern in this 
area. There are very few areas of diffuse knapweecJ present along the main 
travel mute and spread I~ not expected. Mitigation m.,asures requlrln9 high 
pressure water tiprBying of bulldo;zer£, felJer-bunchers, and skidders prior to 
entering the project area will further lessen the chance, of Introduction from 
out&ide areas. Disturbed areas suCh as skid trails, landings, and road 
construction will be monitored for 5 to 7 years following the project completion. 
It weods are found, they wUl be handpulled and populBtions monltorad until no 
further weeds are fpund. 

Fa~tars Other then Environmental ConsfJquences 
, . - . . . 

EconomiC consideration!). such as m.lmber of joba created, consumer incom~ 
generated by the orcutlon of jobs and milling of timber, and payments to local 
county govcrnrnAnt All play an important role when considering the offect& of 
ihis decision. AltemaUve 11 does provide 260 joJ)s, generate $7,094,879 of 
income In the community, and wiil provide $28,385 to local govemment. 1'l1e 
Okanogan National rOr8£t Land ano Resourl;e Management Pll':ln Identified e 
cenaln amolmt of commodity products to be produced for the 1990 dQcsde. 
Oonsequences of not providing those commodity products included impacts to 
populAtion struc:ture and dynamics. family ttabillty, community stability. 
community lifo style, the tax base. and tosulting community $ervlces. Alternative 
11 does provide the commodity products whlcn dlrectly and Indire~t1y will 
contribute toward these espectr. of the local community. 

\:>).1-7 
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TH\JNDfR MOUNTAJr.I fElS 
Df:cISION NonCE, SEPTEMBER.. 1995 

Decision Process 

PubliC ParticIpation 

DN-8 

. 
The Importance and Sensitivity of this arca to both local and national interests 
waS recognized ear1y In the pllmnil'lO process. A public involvement plan was 
devetoped to both inform the public on the condition of the burn area and to 
gamer public sentiment nn what should be done with the area. The Notice of 
Intent to preplIre 81'\ Environmental Impact statement analyzing the Thunder 
Mountain project srell was published in the Federal Regiflter on Saptftmbar 22, 
1994. : 

PUblic Meotlngs I 
I. 

The public irwotv~rnOt't process began with public meetlngtlneld in l'omll,ket. 
Washington on September 6, 1994 and in lwlsp, Wtnhingt(~m on September 1, 
1994. Fact flyers on the post fire conditions within thll Thun,der Fir~ were 
distributed in early Sopturftbor. Fir~ protection and PO&t firelrecovery was part 
of the thAme of the Forest Service boolh In the Okanogan aounty F=air held 
September 8-11, 1994. : 

I 

A public field trip attended by appr(,'lxirnately 40 people oeourred on Septembor 
24. 1994. Two open house.& wtHe held at Tonasket and Winthrop, 'Nashlngton 
in Deoember to present rough alternatIVe descriptions to the public for review 
and comment. . 

I 

Throughout the planning process, efforts were made to contact koy peoplo in 
many of the groups and associations that had coommented on the proposod 
action or sent soaping comments. Discussions; were held with state and private 
wildliro biologistt, ineluding a presentation to an interagency lynx management 
coordination grollp on January 20, 1995. CoordinAtion with the Interior 
Columbia BlIslnEco5y~telTl Project Managemont Team was made periodically 
to ensure the latest science was Incorporfl'ed into the project 8naly$i~. 

The Draft Environmental tmpact Statement (DEIS) for tne Thunder Mountain 
Fire R~eovery gnd Salvage was released \0 the public the week of M~rch 13. 
1995. FQlIowing the release of the document, an intensj\l@ effort to inform the 
public and gtlther responses to th~ DmS was initiated.' Four Open House& were 
held, in Saattle. Winthrop. Tonasket, end Riverside, Washington. 

. ' 

Formal Informotive presentations were also made to several groups In 
Okanogan County during the months of April and May. A presentation was 
made to Chambers of Commerce in Omak. Okanogan. and Tonasket, 
Okanogan County Commissioners, Common Sense Resoun;:e Le~gue. 
Tonasket Kiwanis, the Sportsmen's Assooletion in Oroville, Tonasket and 
Winthrop Ranger Di~trict employoec, Okanog3r\ National Forest Supervisor's 
office 8mp\oy~~s. the Forest Sorvice Region 6 Leadership Team in Portland, 
Oregon. the 'nteragency lynx management commlttel, and the Washington 
State Department of Fi$h and Wildlife. 
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THUNDER MOUNTAIN FElS 
DECISION NOTICE. SEPTEMBER, 1995 

Individual contacts were made with local anvironmental groups in the Methow 
Valley und SeatUe area, indu~'ry representatives from local mills, local political 
leaders. employees, other ogoncy ~peclatlsts and leaders, the Yakima Indian 
Nation, agency research ~(.;It:nti~t9, University rcsoaroh Fool,mtl.te l ItltoriQr 
Columbia Rivo, Basin ASS9ssment T~atT\. NorthweSI Forestry Association. and 
many other individuals and groups. 

Newsletters 

The reqIJest for scoping comments was; m~iled to approximately 350 groups and 
indivinLJ81s from mailing li!l;t~ em the Tonasket and Methow R"ngor Districts. 
Two additional nDwslotter~ were mailed prior to issuance of the Draft EIS. 

Postcard~ were mailed in May to over 600 individual~ and organizations who 
commonted on the DEIS. Tit;!; mailing included a stamped, self-addresSf.lCl 
response card for tatum to determine who was interested in receIvIng copies of 
the Final Environmental Impact Statement. 

I 

Media 

Sevored radio interviews featul"il)O project team members, the Forest SuperVisor, 
and the Public Affairs Otfin~r were broadcast dlJrln9 lhe analysis and following 
reloase ot the DEIS. ~ 

Feature articles and news releases from the Okanogan National Forest 
appearea In lhlt Methow Valley, Omak nncJ Tonasket 1"18wapuper:J on te .... ~r&1 
oOO4lsions. 

ThO Notice of Availability In the Federal Ragister for the Thunder Mountain PElS 
wa5 published on March 17, 1096. 

Findings Required by OUu:r I.ilWs 

The FEIS for the Tnunaer Mount~ln Recovery and St.\lvtlg& f'roje"ct compties 
with the National Forest Meml;2gement Act bG~~u~o the selected altemative is 
consistant with tho 1otlowing: . 

• National' I!nvlronmenti'J1 Policy Act (NEPA), 1969 • 

• Oka(loQan National Forest land and Resource Management Plein, 1969 (as 
amend9Cl) " 

• Region 6 Managing Competing and Unwantea vegetaUon and Medlat~d 
Agreement 011986. 

• Clean Water Act 

• Clean Air Act 

• Endanger~d Species Act 

• National Historic Preservation Act 

DN-9 
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• 

• 

Interim Man~gemenl Direction Estnblilihing Riparian, Ecosystem. and 
Wildlife Standardg for Timbor Sales (revised June. 1995) 

. . I 
Intenm Strategies for M9nlily\n9 I\nadromous Flsh·ptodl.lclog Wate,sh~d, In 
Eastem Ore90n and Wtu~hlnQton, Idaho, and portion~ of California 
(PACFISH) (Feb mary, 1995) 

The selected alt~rnativ(l (~(.m£iderg harvest Ol1ly on Guitable lands, does not 
contain pi hno fafllliand 0,,)111110 fUngolDllIJ '1 lIoro oro 110 lIl)lI!lunl ollnryy 
requirements for the selectod alternative and It will not change the existing 
situation for American Indiansl wnmen, other minorities. or tJ:'1e civil rights of ~n)' 
Amencan citl1.9n. There are no onllcipated significant adverse effects on 
wetlands and flood plains. I 

I 
SummaI}' of Other Altetlnd;ves 

DN-JO 

There were six other alternatives which were ·c~uried through to tho FEIS. 

Alternative 1 was the No Action alternative. Tl'lis alt~rnativ .. proposed no rurthtn 
action in the Thunder MOllmaln I~ire Recovery and Sf;1lvage Pro.iQct. Tha 
alternative provided a bPJsoline agi'in~t which other alternatives were measured 
"nd comp$t9d. Prc-fire mainlp.nB~ce activities would continue, including but not 
limited to trail maintenance and road maintenance. ! 

All of the action ~It~rn:.ltlv~~ include replacemElnt aod repair of ranga fences 
bum&d in the fire, planting of willow cuttings from local plants in riparian banks 
damaged by 'Iretine construction. removal of trees which may be 8 hallud to 
motorists on Forest Service Roa" #J9, relocation of th$ road which aecet'lfl8& 
thl Thlrtymlle cabin away from wet riparian arealJ, pillcemant of a gata at the 
antratnce to the road which accesses Thirtymile cabin. permanent closure of the 
road which accesses the top of Corral Butte, and pursuit of a proposal to 
cooperate with the Washington D~partrnent of Fh~h and Game to reintroduce 
beaver ir'lto Twentymile and Dog Creek aralnages. 

Alternative 2 was developed \0 provide U,e grea'est output of merchantable 
wood given current technoloQV Bnd timing of fire caused defect It we$ intendod 
to provide the greatest opportunities possible for locally availabl9 \ogginO 
equIpment (tractot. oable). The alternativo used helicopter. cable, and tractor 
harvost IY'9thod$. Salvage operations would remove deed and dying trees over 
2.106 acres and provide 22.0 MMBF of timber volume, Access for logging 
operation$ would require 17.0 milo5 of road construction. 

Alternative 5 was developed to salvag9 materia' to allow for locally available 
logging equipment while building no additional roads. The altemaUve usas 
cable !larvest methodS only. Salvage operatIons would remove doad and dying 
1rees only on '51 acres to provide 1.4 MMBF' of timber volume. 

I 
I 
I 
! 
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Alternative 6 was developed to use all avaUpble technology for salvage of wood 
without additional road c:onstruttion. 1 he alternptive uses helicopter, cable, and 
tractor harvest methods. Salvtlge operations would remove dead and dying 
trees only on 365 Bcres. 'lImber volurne sold would be 4.9 MMBF_ 

Alternative 7 was developed to ftxtend acce5S to salvage wODd for oelicopter 
sY5tems while minimiJ:ing r(.\t\d oonstruction. Road consotructlon 19 liMlt~d to 0_6 
'miles of An old roadbed site in Dog Creek. The altemetlve usaR helicopter t 
cabl", and tractor harvest methode;. Salvage) operations would remove dead 
and dying trees only on 643 acros. "imber volume sold would be 7.7 MMBF. 

Alternative 8 waG developed to concentrate on maxlmil.ing access by helicopter 
for salvage of wood with a minimum of road construction, The altemative uses 
helicopt~r. cable, and tractor narves1 mett'1ods. Salvage operations wOI .. lfd 
remove dead lIlod dying trees only bn 1,759 aor .. s and provide 18.2 MMBF of 
timber volume_ Logging operations would require construction of 4.3 mUes of 
road. . 

I 

AlternatlV(f 1U wu d~veloped to improve economics and utilize local logging 
contractors (tractor and cable) while minimizing road construction. The 
altematlvB uses helicopter, cable, and tractor harve&t methods. Salvage 
operations would remove dead al'ld dying trees only on 1,27~ acres and provide 
13.2 MMBF f)f timber volume. Approximatel)' 0.2 mile. .. of road would be 
constn,u~tad. 

, 
Envlronmentall~ Preferred Alternative 

\ 
I 

According to Fer:tp.ral Regulations, [40 erR 1505.2(b)], I am required to identify 
the altemative(s) which eould tJe considered to ba environmentally preforable. 
The environmentally preferabl9 alternative is defined as the alternative causing 
the least impact to tl"l~ biological and physical environment. Alternative 1 (NO 
Action) is the environmentally preferred altemative. If implemented, natural 
processes and existing recroetlon uses would be the dominant factors In 
shaping the future condition of tnls area. 

Altemative 1 was not chosen hecause it does not meet the intent ~nd guIdance 
for the area outlinod in the Okanogan National Fortl,t L.orlnd and Resource 
Management Phtn, U5 amended. Altemative 1 doee r\C~t ta1<e into account the 
balance of commodity and amenity V41luc~ n@~ded to sustain communities 
depGndent on a wide range of uses for the resources found in the analysis area. 
The prinCiPles of ftcosystem management dictate the inclusion of social, human, 
and economic factors when considering the best use for forest resources_ 

DN·l) 
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THUNOtk MOUNTAJI'Il'tIS 
VECISION NonCE, 8EfTEMl'lER. 191' 

Appeal and Judicial Rights and ProCedUrQ9 

ThiS decision is not SUbJ(,>,(~t 10 Bdmlnl!:ltratlve review. This decision 15 6ubJGct to 
judicial review only In Unlled S\atOG District Court. Eastern Washington Di~ttlct. 
As required under Section 2110(f)(1) of Public Law 104·19, any challenge to 
this salvaf;Je sale prQject must be filed in United States District Court, Eastern 
Washington District within 1 S d~V$ after the advertisement or the OOg sal"age 
Timber Sale and Thundor Salvage Timber Sate In the Omak Chronicle. 

Implomentation of Selocted Alternative 

DN-12 

Advertisement of the two timber sales included in this decision will take place 
immediatoly following this decision. Award of the sales and implementation of 
the projp.ct may take place uny time, aflci Un. fldvertlStlment period tlas endt'd. 

SAMGEHR 
ForE!~t Supervisor 
Okanogan National Forest 

, , 

7J~/?S __ ' __ 
" 'OATE 
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Thunder Mountain 
Recovery and Salvage 

Revised 
Decision Notice 

Okanogan National Forest 

Legal Description: T. 39 N., n. 23 E., Sections 31 through 34, T. 38 
N., R. 23 E., Sections 3 through to, 16 through 
22, and 28 through JJ, W. ~., Okanogan 
County, '''ashington. 

Lead Agency; USDA Forest Service 

Responsible Official: Sam Gehr 
Forest SupcrvisOl· 
Okanogan National Forest 
1140 2nd Avenue South 
Okanogan, W A, 98840·9902 

Further Iniormation: Don Rose 
Project Leader 
Tonasket Ranger District 
1 W. Winesap 
Tonasket, W A, 98855 
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nn1NJ)f.R MOm.-r Jm.,I1-"nI~ 
iU!.VlSE.D D~I:SI"N I'IOTicE, Dnc£M~t;l(. l"j 

Wtrodus;tlon 
The USDA Forest SetNic~ Okanooan N-,tio~al Forest released Decision Notices fer the 
Tnunder Mountain Flr~ Salvlt91! S@p\(!mber e and September ~'3. 1995 The Oeci~jof'l 
Notices described pat,mti31 r~IlOuru. rncov9ry prC'jec:ts and plans to reccvar anjj sell timber 
volume ~ t!9ad ~nd dying trees. ThQ projects identified in tho~e DeciSiOn Notices were 
de~i~ned to move the ~rea t~art2 thQ desi(ed futt.;Te condItion a~ described in the 
Okanogsn National ForesT Land and Pasour~-<"! M~nlgt;!mt'nt Plan, as a,'TIended by tho 
Deciiicm Notice for the Ccntinuation of Interim Management Oirectlon Establishin9 
Rfpal1an. Ecosy:stem end Wildlife- s.lafldi!lt(j~ fo~ iimber Sales al"ld the Decis\on Notic;;f) fot 
the fnterim Str3tegies for Managir"g /''-'(;ic;lromou! Fish-producing Wat~rsheds in Eastern 
Cragon and Weshlngton Idaho, elnd portions of California (PACFISH). 

In Sept.,,,..ber of 1995, two limber !;ales we-re l'Id~erti$&d for bid in the fire recovery ~r@.a. 
Neither one of the timber ~aIQS ~eld r~e COtt ef halic;o~,er logging was the chief reasorl 
cited for lack of bids on the, timber sales. Th~ Thunder Mountain Fire Recovery and 
Salvilge interajscipliniir/1(e~m reoonv~nad to review suggestions from umber industry 
rapre~ntetives on ways t:~ jm~rove ~h~ ~onomic 'liability of the!). timber iales. The 
interolsciplinary team ~n~lned and dlsl;uss€\1 irnpa<;t17 iJlji~o¢lcst"d with an:t (!h~~9G$ to the 
design of Thunder Saivage timber ~ale. '7'n~ ni?sulU. of t!'lis deliberation are dE!sc.tibed in 
thl~ Revi •• Q Oed~ion NotiC'..A 

Relation tQ.eub1ie law 1 Q4-1 ~ 
ln Public ~ 1~'9. Congress directed me Secretaries o~ Agriculture amI InteriortO \,;$C 

expedited procedures to propare. ddv~rJslt offer and aware :.alvage timbftr eetes. Tha 
presiden .. dir.cted tho S~crt.tt"ries 'to implement t,",9 timb~r related provisiong of Public Law 
104--19 in 3" expeditious and er. .... ironmental1y.$ol.Jt1Q mannei, in accordC!nce with the spint 
and intent Of the Forest Plans and exis1.ing Otwironmentallaw The Secretaries is'Sued a 
Memorandyn'l of Agreemem (MOA) on ALJQV$t 91 1995. The Thunder Mountain Fire 
Recovery and Sa'''a;e qualifies as a selvage timcer sale unaer Publll; L~w 104~19. 

This Revis.d Oecisicn No\i~ will desr.ribp. only the c~anges to the Original DecisIon Notice. 
All c;Omponents of the onginal dsc:i"iQn wh,ch ,,,',ere OuUlnea In tne original De(ji~ion Notioa 
are stili valla am.:! Gaf1 be itnplemen~eQ unle.s;t. epecificoall'( Chlll'\g~d t.)' this tG'Vi&aa D9ei!!;ion 

Notice. 

~bangH !9.ttle peeision 
Based on ~he anatysis Clccumented in tl'",E Pinai environmental Impact State:meht and the 
analysis oJ tna proposed <;l'langes to the D~ci$lon Notice published Septemb(lt $, ~ 99;. it is 
my d~c;ioion to $elQct Altemative 11 wIth the fOllowing modifications. 

• There are no p"'posed changes to the Ow $~/vage tJ~ StJ/e. 

.. The Thunder Salvage Timper Sale in thfl Thfrtymfle CrHIc tlrainlll1e 
WOfJld allow thO IJse of ,eller·txmchem tQ ewe ."d stIH:#( tJmber for 
.$u~ucnt hellcp~" yiJrdlng in units wttere /tfl/lcopter ya.rding .,. .. 
identified i" the original Decig/tJn Notice. Use of fel""'bun~he'. wl1I bE! 
limIted to ,/ope.$ that do not oxceed 35%. This change would allOw' the 
use of feller.bunc:hers over a majority of the aeres proposea 10r 
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hellC:Qpter j f i1.Tding. The use '1' fell~r·bllnt;"'(U's fer etltt,jngllnd #licking 
tr~&S will nQf ~reS1e conditions equivalont to skid usllr. One or two 
Ptf9Se$ of fh4! machine will tle all t"~t Js nf!@C'led. Helicoprers Will ~III ~~ 
used to yard the trees Q!.It of the ha~ units. 

• Two new tONds of 0.1 mile In length etJf:h was imJentffled to b9 built in 
Thunder SII#VlJge sa/a In lire origlnll' DO(;i$iQff I'Iot;r;e. EUfih o( these 
fO.QdS would ,",0 Bligh!ly length,.."eQ :c> (;pprOlllm#fQly o.~ mile,; If) longth 
each, '0"1) '0'1*1 of 0.4 miles road cCJnstrlJat/on to improve ground 
skidding 6CCO$S in IJn/t$ 1A snd 18. 

., .. , temponuy bridge will ~ n~ded across 1'hlr1ymlle C,t!rak. ne,ar the 
eorr~1 in T"hirtymile m~:idOw. An a(;cess 10"'0 to w,'" the feller
bunch9r through the mt~dow t() /tlJrvest rJi1its on the south side of 
Thll"tymile Ct'gek will be nfJodorJ. 

• An access rgute to w~;k rhO f(~f1t!r-buncher Into hanlllst. lJ"ns wm S/BO 
!Je n&eded nYf t"e Smarty Cr6ek trail In the same general ,,,calion 
where a road w&$ originnlly prop0511d ir, rafrernative ~. 

~ Fuoli"g ~nd samep. c1 the feller-tJc.:l7r;hCf will require that an A 7V be
/.Allowed to move throughout th& units. The A TV's will utili2e the acCess 
routes clOScr;~rI c1bo~ am1 ciispeme In the hurvest units to minimize 
(; relltlon of trill/II, 

-# SIJmlnlft~8 8 fOUf acre ~nit neaT the Smarty C,...'" trailhead due to 
dlfffcuir «ecess. 

MitigatiOn Measures 
• Feller-bunchc!"~ wiii Of: allowed ~o operate only wnen !.loll mol~ture conditioflS 

are within l:I GpCQlfled rang~ of conditicI"Is described b:t th& ~oll sCientist to 

mitigate potential soil compacti<m. 

It Coarse woody debns Irl me path of triO fellcr·bund'ter wiii be driven o:-'Clr 21S 

opposed to moving it asi"a whoarever -feasibll), If moved. plaCSo dabris 
pe(l)ef"Kjil;.loI/ar to the elQ~ to rnU!gate erosion. 

• Agres5~vely close ATV {Jnd feller-huncner acc:e.es routes by placing depris w. 
the trails along the leng1h of th~ trails, 

~ "-emoV'c fill material and cul' • .!1'1S and O~iilerate temJ;Qr8ry rood IOc;Btions in 

unit 1A ana 1a. 

• !=ellerpbunctler wiil be aliOWod to operate only on slopes less than or equal to 
35%, Th~y will be limited to 0 3ihgle PQS~ wM,rever pO$sibla. 

• Operatio:'s will :;& limited to a single year or operation. 

• Access traiis will be implemented to timit direct c!rainage into stream 
ehannels. Water WIll be dj,,~n~d prior to entering str&ams to disperse any 
pOtential "ediment. 

• Limit sida-!Iope tra'iel of felier.bvocher. 81.1l1d watert)ars \.lsing hand tool," in 
~reas where soil disturbanc;e OCCfJI"$. 

D1'-2 
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nl\.l,'llu~ MO"'"NJ~ FE1S 

AAVlSIO DEGlstON :-;on~. I)tc~R. I",S 
I 
I 

.a Waterbar A TV \rall£ using hcmd toOI& wh~re "'OCG'5sery to limit surface soil 
movement. 

Monltolfng 
• S~m cnannel$ within the Thirwmi:e drainagQ will be evaluated fOllowing 

the togging QPeration, . 

AJI ether eletTlen~ cf tha Dedsion Notic.as released Septemtler ij and SeptemDer ,:3 will be 
Implemented as c!escribed In these Decision Notices. 

RatlOQiIIt mr the Decision 
'n,~ impac;.tSl of the proposed c:-,anges are within the iange- of impacts analyzea wiU'lrn the 
Thun~er MountaIn Finel F.nv1f')f'rnfmGlI :mpto1(.'t Sfata~eru. it'1G' !mpilQ::t 0i~:SOC;lat8d With the 

use rlf the feller-buncr.er will tie :!Imllaf' to the ~Item~ti"e which wQuld have required winter 
logging over snow roa~$ and the altertl~tive that would have implemahted a portable 
sawmill. The iack '!:If ·~round sk.idcing ~n~ l~se of helicopt~rs te skid the log& to landinQs 
wouid not substantially change Ih~ ovcidll imracts ana~ed vvithln the FE!S. The ATV' ano 
fellet~buncher access Tt:utes are routes that w~re analyzed :n the altemative, 85 potential 
rOild locations or skid trails. 

The folloWIng discus6ion specifi~lI)' highlights IiIddjtional impacts on th~ key inues 
assOCiated with th~ changes to attemative 11. 

Issue: Unraaded and U.1deveJop«l Character 
Acreage impacted due to the:se pro~o~ed changes will be 4 acres h~sl than the original 
analysis indicated. 

The neeC to lengthen the two r;ror;oseo roads In Thunder Salvage Timber Sale wiil result in 
2n additional 0.2 miles of r1~W road in the Tt.irt,.mile Creek drainage. ThIs will result In a 
slight Increase. in road density in !hs Thlrtyrnile drainage when compared to the or:glnul 
de:cialon. Altemalivt>' 1 1 19 sull in t."":C lowot ~n<l of the ra .... g~ of road density impacts of~ the 
altematfve~ anSlIY:l!ed. 

There ",ill be an increase ir the 'Visible- impacls of togging dua to the w&e of the feller. 
buncher. ihe fel\er-bul"\eh~' will n"",d to cl~ar standing dead trees from its path to mOve 
through the harvest units. This will -:rflate narrow conidors free ¢f any standing sn~~s, 
whic:h will constrasl with siJrrounc:flng standing dead snags that will be left within narvest 
unit5. This 'liisi~te impact will diminish rapidly as the snags lNiU1in harvest unit5 and 
;iurrounCllng narvesr unlt:i tall tc the ground during t~e next 10 years. These comdOr$ will 
run pi:rpt1nuicula( to the $IOpt. tom" yrcc.Jnd di$lturbcnee may b.; ~vidQnt whQr'Q the feller· 
bunc;:ner moves between corridors. 

The use of the feller-buncher it'l helicopter :fGlrding areas !11~Y increas~ the likelihood that 
mol'9 b'66S would b~ t~l'n6v~ th:m would have been removed using the helicopter alone. 
Trees less than S j~ehes in diameter may be r9moved wh-erethey would hl!lve been 
uneconomical to remc.ve previou~'y. !t is diffIcult to predIct whetner these trees Win be 
removed due to me unpredictability Of leg markets. 
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la:tu.! Salvage Ifecovery of Volume 
, .... ttetn3tiv8 ., 1 will providQ a combination of houselogs. sawfogs and flbe, Material of 
approximately 13.1 MMBF. a slight decrease in volume from the originSI aOCiGion. Muth of 
the matenalless that g inches in diameter t'Ias already cnt!cked and cracked end is 
salvageabfe as nO\.lsetOQs or 'Ib(!r materisl only 

lnue: Economics 
The IntroduCtion of fel1l1r .. bunel"le~ to CUi an;1 stac~ me rchsotable I,~g, win aU"y., the us.e Of 
a larger nellCOpter which can Y'lfd mQre tre~s per toad thar. was originally pl8nned. This 
'Nill decrease togging (:ostls Bl"ld improve me chances that the sale will 2ctually be sold: 
felling trees with a machine will &Iso cmprc'/e me safwty cf the operation ~o ground crews. 
AlIowtng access far AIV's 'Nil! ~hort~n 3CC<3S5 titTI~ for grouod crews and further improve 
economics 0' the operation. 

Issue: Effects on $0115 
Af'proximately 89% of the area With!tl the jj~ perim~ter will "'iava- no airoc:t logging or 
rosding impact VV'ltIin 2feas that are to be logged. then~ will be addltlQnal ground 
disturbance due to the use of felle:r-olJ~chars, .Jl"n in~ee$e in bun.:, liensity will occur on '.;p 
to 20% of the areas logge~ t.:~in9 ti':e fener-bunc:t~er. The fel1er-bunehers wil' be lImited to 1 
Qr 2 pas6"s on any particular pieca .of ground. The increaie in bUlk. density on tnese 
glOQflS1 till soils will not affect overall proc:iuctivrty Average distance epan for the feUer
buncher logging corridors will k;a approximately 40 feet. Vv'here sfopes get steeper or th9 

tor>ography is variable. thlise log~ii'lG c;:onidor~ may be as close as 20 feet apart. By 
requiring wo:;Uo/ debns to be dMven " ... er as o~pp~Rd to movad asi~C!I. woody debrit will be 
leftWiU'lln the log91n9 wrridol's tel reduce ':hoE! po,en\l1!al of soil mOvement. 

jhere will ~e additional soil diStur:>anr.e due ~.;: The nec"r;S for access rcules for the fellef" 
bunchers an~ A TV's. The creation of two ~il~ will bsra additional soil during the period cf 
operation, These trails wili be ob!it .. ,~tod with slas\"", .. nd watertnured to teduce movement 
cf soil and ~2diment followIng cloSure of apertlttot)$, A'TV's wllt be enCOU.M!iged to d~sperse 
within h3rvest units to Iim:t intrOdl.l~tion of worn trail!. within the sale ar'e(i. Both access 
rOUles wore cot"Sidered feaSlt>le d:.sring environmental analY6is 61~ller S$ fUlly eOt'l&tructtild 
roads or winter logging a<;09aa routes ifl the FElS. 

Issue: Effeets to Native anel Anadromoua Flshfttiu 
Orie-ntation of the feller·t)uneher IO'!lolng comaor~ wU. incrO'a$O the chance at £edirn~ntation 
1n Thlrtymile Cr~ek dr:atna~e, The graaient Of thl& e.t ..... am .allows it to dapasit and hold 
,ealment rather than ((\Q..,,, it dowr~s\~am v~r'l r~pldly, Tn. potential in~rease in 
sedlmenta1lon is ...,ot iik.el)' to affect f!SI"IAneS in tne Chewch ~iver, Deposition of s~dll;nent 
;n Tl'lirtymiie Craek may decrease stream <1fJptrl in $ome locations wJ,ich could have the 
affect of increasing stream temper4ltures sligMtly. This slight irH::reaH will not affect overall 
stream temperature i" the cne"'JUQ.t\ ~jv8r. 

Issue; Effects (6 Wildlife 
The proposed projects will have "cry littlo long tllBrm impac1 on the wildlife apeeies which 
inhaDlt the 9res, Tllere wi.11 be a r.hOrt t~l1'n imp9ct of tl'\e roading and logging during th~ 
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pencd of operation of one year. A large rn8;ority of tne Dumed ar~&I Win have no ImpaCts 
from harvest aC1lv1tles or road constrUction. 

The !we ac;cass routes will j"crea~e th.:l probability of iMproved acc.eiiS to :It''DWfTlot>llet$. 
Mltigobon mEta$ur&s to C:OS(! these ac.c~ss ro~tElS wiil decrease tllrs likltlihocd. Impact'to 
roc;f~$lve enlmals bo),ood thfil timt' w"en the tOadS are ~csed will be minimal. 

~,e Clf the feller-puntt1er will C""eate :0991n9 corridors within narvoEt$t units which were not 
pre&Citnt preV'ioul!oly. The rGmo'l.,1 ~f all snaglS within the patl"t .~f thO f~ller-bunchAr will have 
an impad on total ~'Jrnber of 9-r'ltlOS IO$~ than ~ Inr.hes in diameter t:-aat WOUld be left 
standing. The increased safety of using tr.e- f~iieH>un;h"r to fell tteC:$ will .!low more ltet!~ 
to be lett stamling that would have been felled tor safety reasons outside trle feller..t>u~che( 
c.omdor$. Overni'. nowever. there is likely to be less dead rn:es le"- stanolng witnln nar.(est 
u;1itJ;. Thii is a small jrnin~c~ $incfJ U'l0 ~n;a9s nN! ot small ii~~ and I!m!tod use '0 cavity 
dependent spoon. 

INue: IntroducUon of ncm-;,at;ve spe<;;e:l of plllnts 
Tl'Ie plant 3S5ocliitlons found i:. this t",igh f'!lftV'l'Iticn analysis areGi ~re nQt ulual\y conducive 
to the estabfi~hm~nt of nor.-native noxio\.Js weedi- of t'~ncern in this ~rea. Thar. will tse a 
;Iightly incre2s&d Chance 'h~t W{.l~d:!il could toe h'troduced with the fel!er-bunchers and 
A TV't in areas whictl would not have b€'en impacted befor&. Mitigation measures f9qUrrirlg 
high pressure water spraying of bulldozeiS, fellet~btJnche!s, A TV's, and skidders prior to 
entering tF\e projeC1 area /will ,(",stan tt'"l& cli~nce, oi mtrodIJction from ol./tsld., ~r8as. 
Disturt>ed areas sucn as; iJc.c.ess :Q~'es, ek.id tr~ii~. l~ncir'l9$. and \;t~mporary roads wIll be 
monttored for S to ., ),eara following !het prQ;{~ct c.¢.mpletion. ,. weed.9 ara ft::l!Jnd. th~y will b~ 
handpuiled and popuiatlons monitored :..:ntil t'o fL:rthet' wee:ds are ~ound 

Finding_ RoqlJintd by Other Laws 
• The FEIS fer the Thl.l.nder Mownt3lln Rt:!Ito'I$1") &r.d Salvage PrOJaet complies 

with ti'l(!! Nation~' Forest Manag~ment Act because 1he selected altemative 
is oof'l$isteot with U'le following, 

• National environmental Policy Act (Nt;PA). i~B9 

• okanogan National Fore:it L..and and Rtlour¢c Mdir\l~gaMtlnt Plan. 1989 (.as 
amonded) 

• Region 6 Managing Competing anc \.:nwanted Vegetation ond Me~lated 
Agreement of 1988. 

.. Clean Water Act 

• Ctean Air Ad 

• endangered S~cio' Act 

., National !"1istpTi" Preac:rvption Act 

• . Interim Management O;recUon Esta~llsnir.~ Ripariafl. ecosystem, and 
Wlldlife St(uldards for Timber Sales (te ... t~Gd Jun •. H)9S) 

ON·S 
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• Interim Strategies for Managing Anadromous' ~i~h·produeino Watershet1s in 
Eelltem Orogan ;and W~shington. Idaho. and portions of California ' 
(PACP'ISH) (f:ebrU8it),. 1995) 

• rrhe seleeted alternatIve consider; t'IBNest or.:y on suitable land$, does: nOt 
contain ptimEt farmlflnd or prime :angeland TnGlr. are no unusual enBtg)' 
,reQuirements for the sellKted allematiV'~ and it wlh not ctlange the e.-xi~l'Jng 
6ituation ror A~erican Ir',diant\, vlOmen, otner mlnorltle5. or th4 Qvil rights of 
any Ameri~n citizen, Ther~ 3r~ no ~nti~ipete!3 S!gnifiC3r'1t ad\l~rsa c:;tfects 
on wetJands and flood plains. 

AaReal and Judicia' Rlghts;JDd ~JoGedy.ces 
This decision is not sUbject t~ &dm;nistra\iv-a review This aeclsion Is $ubjec.t to judicial 
:eview onl)' in unrted Statef:i DIStt1;;t Court. e:astem Washington Di~trid. At: (8qujr~d unaer 
Section ~110(f)(1} of P\.lbli~ :'fJW ~04-19, any Chal'l!nge to this salvage sale projfi!CC must be 
Hied In Unite<! Staf&f; Oistrict C OIJI1. Eastern \lVtUst'lirloton District within 1 S days after the 
adv~rti$Om~nt of ll"je "7~unc:ier Salvage Timber Sai'i! itl f..h~ Omak Chronicle 

'me1em@t!t2ltion 01 SellSQg A1teM@tivil 
Advenlsement of ThundE':r SalV'$ge ~al& with ~hp. c.hanges inc.luded In this decision will take 
plaQi immediately tollowlf,g this d~e;isior.. ~.ward of tt10 sale and 1l7'plementatlon of ~ 
proj~ may take place any time after t~e ~dV'erti$e:ment period nas enoQd. 

~-"------"" .. ,..--.. ---
SAMG!HR 
Forest Supervisor 
Okanogan National For8~' 
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