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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 31, 1995 

The Honorable William Zeliff, Jr. 
Chairman, Subcommittee on National Security, 

International Affairs, and Criminal Justice 
u.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Chairman Zeliff: 

I am writing in response to your comments on "Meet the 
Press" regarding the President's involvement in events at Waco. 
Your commments were nothing short of irresponsible, intent on 
creating a story without any news and alleging a scandar 
without any basis. 

The facts relating to the President's involvement in the 
decision to end the siege at Waco are a matter of public 
record. The President has never shied away from, indeed has 
repeatedly acknowledged, his knowledge and ultimate approval of 
that decision. Respecting and giving due deference to the 
judgment of the FBI and the Attorney General, the President 
accepted their recommendation in a discussion with the ,Attorney 
General on April 18. Prior to that time, the President learned 
of the proposal, expressed his confidence in the Attorney 
General, but also noted a desire to review any decision of this 
kind. All this is spelled out in the Justice Department's 
Report on Waco, specifically at pages 108 and 241-48. 

I am distressed that you would go on national television, 
recite nothing other than these facts, but then suggest that 
you are exposing hidden misdeeds. That is a disservice to the 
American people. Statements'such as these undermine your 
stated goal of holding open and honest hearings to review the 
facts and make credible policy recommendations as to how to 
avoid such tragedies in the future. 

Sincerely yours, 

~d~ 
Abner J. Mikva 
Counsel to the President 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 26, 1995 

The Honorable William Zeliff, Jr. 
Chairman, Subcommittee on National Security, International 

Affairs, and Criminal Justice 

The Honorable Bill McCollum 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Crime 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Chairmen Zeliff and McCollum: 

I write this letter to summarize the White House's production to your Subcommittees 
of documents pertaining to the 1993 events at Waco, Texas. I also write to resolve the one 
remaining issue that has been the subject of our discussions in the past few days. 

As you know, in response to your Subcommittees' request for documents, the White 
House "Several weeks ago turned over more than 1,000 pages of materials for your 
unrestricted use. At that time, I indicated that there were an additional 28 White House 
documents that required different treatment because they were covered by executive 
privilege. The confidentiality of such documents must be respected, as it has been by prior 
Administrations, Republican and Democrat alike. No President would be able to obtain the 
frank and candid advice he needs from senior advisors - on topics ranging from foreign 
affairs to domestic problems - if those advisors feared that such advice and information 
would be made public whenever Congress subsequently asked for it. Such a loss of 
confidentiality would have a substantial chilling effect on any President's decision-making 
process. A very similar principle operates among Members of Congress. Indeed, Chairman 
Henry Hyde invoked this principle just last week in his response to Congressman Conyers' 
request that your Subcommittees disclose pertinent notes and memoranda of Committee staff 
to shed light on the NRA's role in the Waco hearings. Chairman Hyde rejected such 
disclosure of Committee work product, stressing the importance of protecting staff members' 
ability to "gathe[r] information on a confidential basis, for the specific members for whom 
they work." 

While the President has pledged to uphold the principle of executive privilege that his 
predecessors have preserved and that prior Congresses have recognized, he has also stated 
publicly that he would "cooperate fully with all congressional inquiries [about the events at 
Waco] so that we can continue to be fully accountable to the American people." 
Accordingly, I set up a procedure with you to ascertain whether any of the 28 documents 
contained information that would be essential to your Subcommittees' hearing. I indicated 
that if you identified such information in any particular document, the White House would 
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make every effort to reach agreement with you on the Subcommittees' use of that 
information. I also made clear that, if you could not demonstrate that a document contained 
such information, the Subcommittees would not have shown a need sufficient to overcome 
the executive privilege that protects that document's confidentiality. This process is precisely 
the sort of accommodation between executive and legislative interests that courts have said 
the two branches must pursue in these circumstances. 

To carry out this procedure, the President directed me to let both of you review the 
28 documents in my presence. I offered to do so on any occasion and for as long as you 
needed. As you know, we initially had two meetings during which you were able to look at 
al128 documents, some more than once. We provided this access to privileged documents 
even though none of the documents adds anything of substance to what is already publicly 
known about the Waco events, including the facts disclosed in the voluminous reports 
published by the Departments of Treasury and Justice at the direction of the President. 

Nevertheless, following these meetings, both of you made the case that two particular 
documents -- both originating from the Treasury department - would be of real assistance to 
the Subcommittees because they reflected the contemporaneous thinking of various Treasury 
officials as the Waco events unfolded. I found your arguments to be persuasive in light of 
the President's commitment to full cooperation, and thus I provided copies to you, subject to 
the reasonable restrictions that you and I agreed upon in order to preserve the documents' 
confidentiality outside the bounds of the Subcommittees. 

It was after our meeting on Thursday, July 20, that I also learned of your request for 
a copy of a third document. My initial response was to provide, for your use, a written 
summary of each of the three Waco-related paragraphs in this document because, unlike the 
two Treasury documents, this third document is a memorandum to the President from his 
closest advisor -- his Chief of Staff - and therefore lies at the very core of executive 
privilege. Moreover, the information that it contains is already in the public domain. Over 
this past weekend, however, you reiterated your view that use of this document would benefit 
the Subcommittees' work, a view that appears to be based on the choice of words in the 
document, rather than the facts recited in it. 

You have indicated an interest in two sentences encompassed in the Chief of Staff's 
memorandum. In particular, you wish to be able to quote a sentence in the first paragraph: 
"[Acting Attorney General Gersen] concurred fully with your philosophy regarding this 
matter and assured me that no significant action would be taken without White House 
approval." I have no objection to your publicly quoting this phrase. As you know, the fact 
that the President wished to be advised by key law enforcement officials before any 
significant change in tactical strategy and that he subsequently was so advised is already a 
matter of public record, for example at pages 126-127 and 236-245 of the Justice 
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Department's report. You also wish to be able to use a phrase appearing in the second 
paragraph, in which the Chief of Staff indicated he had spoken with Secretary Bentsen and 
that "[Secretary Bentsen] is on top of the situation in Waco." I similarly have no objection 
to your quoting this language. -, 

I have recited at some length the White House's accommodation toward congressional 
interests in this matter because I believe our accommodation is unprecedented. The record 
makes clear that, even with the long-recognized need to prptect the confidentiality of 
Presidential deliberations, we have made every reasonable effort to provide necessary 
information to assist in the work of your Subcommittees. 

cc: Hon. William Clinger 
Hon. Henry J. Hyde 
Hon. Cardiss Collins 
Hon. John Conyers 
Hon. Karen Thurman 
Hon. Charles E. Schumer 

Sincerely yours, 

//")() f /'1/--:-Uit/C/ 
~~'~~:J /, 
Abner J. Mikva 
Counsel to the President 
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THE WHITE HOUSI 

WASHINGTON 

July 31, 1995 

The Honorable William Zeliff, Jr. 
Chairman, Subcommittee on National SecuI 

Internation~l Affairs, and Criminal Jl 
u.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Chairman Zeliff: 

I am writing in response to your comments on "Meet the 
Press" regarding the President's involvement in events at Waco. 
Your commments were nothing short of irresponsible, intent on 
creating a story without any news and alleging a scandal 
without any basis. _ 

The facts relating to the President's involvement in the 
decision to end the siege at Waco are a matter of public 
record. The President has never shied away from, indeed has 
repeatedly acknowledged, his knowledge and ultimate approval of· 
that decision.. Respecting and giving due deference to the 
judgment of the FBI and the Attorney General, the President 
accepted their recommendation in a discussion with the Attorney 
General on April 18. Prior to that time, the President learned 
of the proposal, expressed his confidence in the Attorney 
General, but also noted a desire to review any decision of this 
kind. All this is spelled out in the Justice Department's 
Report on Waco, specifically at pages 108 and 241-48. 

I am distressed that you would go on national television, 
recite nothing other than these facts, but then suggest that 
you are exposing hidden misdeeds. That is a disservice to the 
American people. Statements such as these undermine your 
stated goal of holding open and honest hearings to review the 
facts and make credible policy recommendations as to how to 
avoid such tragedies in the future. 

Sincerely yours, 

Oe-~d~~ 
Abner J. Mikva 
Counsel to the President 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 31, 1995 

The Honorable William Zeliff, Jr. 
Chairman, Subcommittee on National Security, 

International Affairs, and Criminal Justice 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Chairman Zeliff: 

I am writing in response to your comments on "Meet the 
Press" regarding the President's involvement in events' at Waco. 
Your cornrnrnents were nothing short of irresponsible, intent on 
creating a story without any news and alleging a scandal 
without any basis. 

The facts relating to the President's involvement in the 
decision to end the siege at Waco are a matter of public 
record. The President has never shied away from, indeed has 
repeatedly acknowledged, his knowledge and ultimate approval of 
that decision. Respecting and giving due deference to the 
judgment of the FBI and the Attorney General, the President 
accept~d their recommendation in a discussion with the Attorney 
General on April 18. Prior to that time, the President learned 
of the proposal, expressed his confidence in the Attorney 
General, but also noted a desire to review any decision of this 
kind. All this is spelled out in the Justice Department's 
Report on Waco, specifically at pages 108 and 241-48. 

I am distressed that you would go on national television, 
recite nothing other than these facts, but then suggest that 
you are exposing hidden misdeeds. That is a disservice to the 
American people. Statements such as these undermine your 
stated goal of holdi~g open and honest hearings to review the 
facts and make credible policy recommendations as to how to 
avoid such tragedies in the future. 

Sincerely yours, 

0&-~d?/~ 
Abner J. Mikva 
Counsel to the President 
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Kiri Jewell's Notes. from taped and hand noted conversations with 

Aunt. Lois Jewell Swaine, during May-June 1995. 

When my mother and I first joined David Koresh, he was still 

Vernon Howell and his group was living in a little 2-bedroom house in 

San Bernardino, California. I was 5 or 6. We lived with the group otT 

and on there, and in Pomona, California, in Palestine and Waco, Texas 

and in LaVerne, California. When wejoined, David was pl~g to 

lead the group to Israel to retake Jerusalem. He taught that there would 

be a big battle between the forces of the world and David and his people. 

. The world would win and we would be killed, but we'd come back in a 

cloud and smite the wicked and retake the world. The details would 

change as David received more messages from God, but there was never 

a time when we didn't expect to be killed by the feds, who David said 

were Babylon. While we waited for this to happen, we built up an army 

for David, so the battle would be a big one and all the world would know 

the power 'of David and God. In the meantime, David was very strict 

about how we should live. 

He only spanked me twice. though I knew he spanked other people!, 

or had them spanked. He personally spanked me because I said I was 

going on a diet when I was about 8 years old. He used the big wooden 

boat oar they used for adults, not the wooden spoon they called the 

"Little Helper." The second time David spanked me and the other kids 

involved in getting candy from vending machines against his teachings. 

Before spanking us that time, he bought an enormous I~t of candy and 

made us eat it till we were sick of it. 

~ 



I t was common for David to sleep in a bed with women and 

children. Sometimes I fell asleep in his room after a meeting or maybe 

I'd fall asleep on his bed watching MTV. 

I didn't even think about it, because the women and girls were all 

David's wives, or would be, and many of the kids were his, too. Even if' 

he wasn't really our father, we were taught that he was our Real father. 

I have slept-together with him and my mom and Lisa Ferris. I 

have slept with him and Ayesha Gyarfus. Ayesha was older than I was. 

She was probably 13 when I was 6 or 7. She became one of David's 

wives when she was 14 and had a baby for him. Once she was pregnant, 

I never saw her. She was kept hidden because she wasn't an adult. 

David took me on a motorcycle trip with some of the guys to Mt. 

Baldy, when I was about 7. On that trip, he took me for a ride down a 

mountain ski trail on the chair lift. There wasn't any snow, but it 

seemed like we could see the whole world. That was when David said 

personally to me that one day I would be one of his wives. 

\Ve all knew about sex because Da\id talked about it a lot. He 

made us watch movies that showed sex and war, like ··Platoon" and 

··Hamburger Hill" over and over again. I was totally scared by the rape 

scene. but I would have been more scared to try to leave the room while 

he was there. We also watched "Miracle of Life" to see how babies were 

born. 

David talked about having sex with his sister-in-law Michele Jones 

for the first time. She was young and scared. He said he got into bed with 



her and was trying to pull down her underwear while she was trying to 

keep it on. He said her heart was beating really fast. 

He talked about how he liked Novelette Sinclair playing with his 

nipples. He said Jeanine Bunds had the type of pussy that really held on 

to his dick. 

I was in the meeting at the white house in California, where he told 
-~ 

Judy Schneider to stand up and then asked the guys if any of them lusted 

after her. A few of them nodded. He told her to pull her skirt up. She

pulled it up a little way and he told her to pull it higher. He told her 

"higher" several times before she got it up enough. Then he asked the 

guys, "Now do you lust after her?" - Then lots of them said "Yes" 

loudly. Judy just seemed shocked and embarrassed, but like everybody 

else, she wanted to please David. You couldn't really think about not 

doing what he said to do. 

My mom and Lisa and I went to Texas for Passover in 1991. 

David took the three of us to a motel. There were two chairs in the 

room. and one bed that we all slept in. Mom and Lisa made soup in a 

crock pot. \Ve were there 2 or 3 days, just mostly hanging around the 

room. David preached to us. I sat on the floor playing with shoelaces 

while he talked. \Ve watched "EarneSt Goes to Camp." The cops came 

once and just sat outside. After my mom threw something in the trash, 

they checked the garbage. Then they went away. My mom and Lisa 

went to do a 'little shopping. I took a shower, then I was brushing my 

hair sitting in the chair and David told me to come sit down by him in the 

bed. 

3 



I was wearing a long white T-shirt and panties. He kissed me. I 

just sat there, but then he laid me down. He took his penis and rubbed it 

on the outside of my vagina, while he was still kissing me. I had known 

this would happen some time, so I just laid there and stared at the 

ceiling. I didn't know how to kiss him back. Anyway, I was kind of 

freaked out. 

When he was fmished, he told me to go take'another shOl\'er. I 

walked to the bathroom with my panties down around my ankles. In the 

bathroom I realized it was all wet and gooey on my legs. That freaked 

me out more. I stayed in the shower for maybe an hour. When I came 

out, David was in his jeans and the bed was made. He told me to "Come 

here" again. This time he read to me from the Song of Solomon. 

I was 10 years old when this happened. I remember sitting in the 

gas station wondering when he would do it again. I wasn't afraid, but I 

was nervous. I knew I wouldn't get pregnant because I hadn't started 

having periods yet. 

This was soon before I left my mother, for what turned out to be 

the last time. I didn't tell her about what David had done in the motel. 

Some time later she said David's habit was to sleep with one of his wives, 

then leave them for a long time. I said, "Yeah, I know." She said, 

"\Vhat? Did he take you?" I just said, "Yeah." She wasn't mad or 

anything. 

I asked my mom "What would we do if we ever left here?" She 

said "We'll never leave, so why ask?" I never liked it ·there, but I 

wouldn't leave my mother there, so I figured I'd be with her to the end. 

"The End" meant the great battle between David and his people and the 

-------.--- -- _. __ ._--....., 

\ 



rest of the world. We were always waiting for and preparing for the 

feds to come in. The people in the group didn't have to train for war, 

but if they didn't choose to, David asked them why not. 

Dana Okimoto and Janet McBean were in nursing and Janet said 

they and maybe Jeanine, who was also a nurse, could and would provide 

cyanide so we could all commit suicide if it came down to it. It was also 

accepted that'the best way to shoot yourself if necessary in this-battle 

with Babylon, was to put the gun into your mouth back to the soft spot 

above your throat before pulling the trigger. 

When it was almost time for me to leave Michigan to go back to 

my mom from my last visit to Michigan as a Davidian, my dad told me 

he had a court order for me to stay with him. I was shocked and scared. 

My mom and Steve Schneider were on the phone to me often, 

telling me stuff like "Remember Little Esther," so I would remain true 

to David. She told me David had given beer to Rachel Sylvia, who was 

then 11 or 12, to soften her up. Mom said I needed to hurry up and get 

back there or I would lose my place to Rachel. She told me, "It's time to 

fight. Are you ready?" 

Kiri Ehlise Jewell 

July 1995 
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Oversi2ht Hearin2s on Federal Law Enforcement Actions 
in Relation to the Branch Davidian Compound in Waco. Texas 

Tentative Witness List 

SECOND DAY 

Second General Inquiry: Plannin2 the Raid and Department of Defense Involvement 

Panel A 

Robert Sanders Fonner ATF Deputy Director for Enforcement 

Wade Ishimoto Sandia National Laboratories 

George Morrison Los Angeles Police Department 

John Koonce Drug Enforcement Administration 

Donald A. Bassett Fonner FBI Crisis Management Specialist 

Panel B - Department of Defense Assistance 

Amb. H. Allen Holmes 

MG John M. Pickler, USA 

BG Michael Huffman, USA 

Mr. Chris Crane 

LTC Philip Lindley, USA 

MAJ Mark Petree, USA 

SSG Steve Fitts, USA 

Assistant Secretary of Defense for SOLIC 

Commander, Joint Task Force - 6 

Assistant Judge Advocate General for Civil Law 

. Special Forces Group 

Former Deputy Staff Judge Advocate for U.S. Anny 
Special Forces Command 

Formerly of 3/3d Special Forces Group 

Formerly of 3/3d Special Forces Group 

SSG Robert W. Moreland, USA Formerly of 3/3d Special Forces Group 



THIRD DAY 

Third General Inguiry: Execution of the Raid 

Panel A 

Ira Glasser Executive Director of the American Civil Liberties Union 

Joyce Sparks Texas Department of Child Protective Services 

George Morrison 

Tim Evans Attorney 

John Kolman Formerly with Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 

Panel B 

Robert Rodriguez 

Chuck Sarabyn 

Phillip Chojnacki 

Sharon Wheeler 

Dan Hartnett 

Daniel Black 

Lewis C. Merletti 

ATF Special Agent 

ATF Special Agent 

ATF Personnel Office 

A TF Special Agents To Be Determined 

James Cadigan FBI Firearms Expert 
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My name is Ray Jahn and with me today is my wife and co-counsel, LeRoy Morgan 

Jahn. We are Assistant United States Attorneys and between us have 44 years experience in 

investigating and prosecuting crimes committed against the United States. LeRoy has served 

under eight Attorneys General. and I have served under twelve. 

LeRoy was assigned to the Branch Davidian matter on March 2, 1993, by the United 

Slates Attorney and went to Waro about that time. I was appointed to head the prosecution 

effort on April 1, 1993, and joined the team in Waco then. Neither of us are in management 

at the Department of Justice; nor do we hold any policy or decision making authority. Rather, 

we are career prosecutors whose responsibility it was to represent the United States of America 

in the criminal case of United States y. Brad Bmnch. et 81. 

We are here, today, because more than anyone else involved with the case, we had the 

opportunity to review all of the investigative reports and materials and to speak with the vast 

majority of witnesses. As you know, we met recently with your staff for more than five hours 

to dispel some of the myths surrounding the Branch Davidian matter. We ~ available today 

to continue to assist in your search for the truth and appreciate the opportunity you have given 

us to address you and the American people. 

"It is clear that, at this juncture; any opinion expressed about Waco is the result of 

hindsight and Monday-moming-quarterbacldng. but given that indulgence, LeRoy and I have 

drawn some lessons from these events which we would like to share with you. 

1. THE BRANCH DA VlDIANS WERE NOT COMJNG OUT. 

This tragic affair commenced in 1992, when David Koresh predicted that the Passover 

the Branch Davidians were then celebrating was to be their last Passover before the violent 

confrontation with the United States Government -- which was the foundation of his theology -

lca003 
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- occurred. All the surviving Branch Davidians who testified at the trial stated that when Koresh 

cbanged his name from Vernon Howell, he taught them that Koresh meant "Death." His was 

an apocalyptic theology, and those Branch Davidians who remained at Mt. Carmel, "the 

members of the Message, " as they phrased it, beUeved that they were at Mt. Carmel to die and 

be "translated" to Heaven. Indeed some of them bad returned to Mt. Cannel for just that 

purpose, when they were infonned that the end was coming before Passover of 1993. 

The prophecy Koresh taught was that the "members of the Message" were to die by 

bullet, tank, fire or direct "translation" to heaven; however, in order to reach heaven, they had 

to prove that they were worthy by resisting or fighting the "Beast" - identified as all those 

outside the message, but personified by the Government of the United States. They all believed 

Koresh's teachings that in order to die for their God, they had to be able to kill for that God. 

When asked if there were any ·conscientious objectors" at Mt. Carmel, one survivor said, "No." 

The United States was prepared to prove at trial that Koresh developed a plan for his 

followers to go into the community around Waco, Texas, to a public restaurant, confront its 

patrons, and kill those who would not accept Koresh as the Lamb of God, in order to provoke 

the promised confrontation. Additional proof was ready to be offered that Koresh had told an 

outsider, shortly after Passover of 1m, that future events at Mt. Carmel would ecUpse the Los 

Angeles riots in 1992, which would pale by comparison. This evidence was found to be overly 

prejudicial by the trial court because, of course, Koresh was not on trial, and we were not 

permitted to offer it during the trial. The facts, however remain, and it is our belief that this 

evidence estabUshes that if the ATF had not appeared when it did, Koresh would have forced 

some confrontation with some governmental authority, resulting in a threat to innocent people. 
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Instead, on February 28, 1993, when the ATF agents arrived at Mt. Carmel, Koresh, 

who had 4S minutes advance warning, that they were coming, chose to create the confrontation 

at his front door by firing at the agents, killing four, and wounding many others, rather than 

surrendering. The evidence at trial established that the Davidians, not ATF, shot first - a fact 

confinned by three members of the press who were present at the compound on that day. 

Because of this mind set and what was learned from the negotiations and other 

investigation conducted during the 51 day siege, it was clear that Koresh had no intention of 

surrendering voluntarily. The evidence at the trial from every survivor who testified was that 

Koresh and his followers were not coming out to surrender. Each survivor testified that a 

suicide plan was hatched early in the siege because Koresh believed he was dying from his 

wound. 

The plan was for Koreshts followers, after his death, to represent that they were 

·surrendering;- conceal weapons in their clothing and the clothing of Korcsb's children; oome 

out with Koresh's body; and in front of the gathered world-wide press, open fire upon the FBI 

to force the agents to fire back at them. Should that fail, the Davidians on the outside were to 

take their own lives or murder each other while those remaining in the compound would do the 

same. To this end, they rehearsed their own deaths by determining how many could be killed 

. with each of their hand grenades and developed plans so that. should courage fail, some other 

member would shoot them. This plan was delayed when Koresh improved and he instructed his 

followers to wait because be had been so instructed by God. However, the intention to 

persevere in the compound until death always remained the same until that end came on April 

19th. 
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Nothing occurred in the remaining S 1 days of the siege to change this resolution. The 

ploy of waiting to surrender until Koresh had written the "Seven Seals·, like the release of some 

of the children that were not his biological children. still appears to have been nothing more than 

a delaying tactic. and an effort to gain more publicity. One Branch Davidian who testified 

reported that those people who left the compound during the siege did so only because Koresh 

instructed them to do so. She, for example, was expelled for smoking cigarettes and drinking 

alcohol while Koresh was incapacitated. When she protested being sent out of the compound, 

Koresh explained that if she - a sinner - remained inside, he might not be able to get the 

remaining followers into heaven and that would mean that all his efforts on earth had been 

wasted. By early in April, the negotiations were no longer effective because Koresh had 

surrendered all those that be would. 

2. THE BRANCH DAymIANS STARTED THE FIRE; 

The extent to which it was conclusively established at trial that the Davidians started" the 

fire is best illustrated by the fact that several defense lawyers, in closing argument, conceded 

the fact. Testimony by a member of the arson investigation team - a team comprised of four 

experienced rue investigators from Fire Departments across the United States; the head of the 

independent laboratory used to determine the presence of accelerant throughout the compound; 

and an expert in fire analysis established that the me was" deliberately set in at least three, !fnot 

four J locations within the compound at about the same time. 

This was conf1l1l'led by the video tape produced by the Forward Looldng Infrared camera 

mounted on a fixed wing aircraft that was deployed above the compound. still photographs, and 

the conversations of the Davidians intercepted through electronic surveillance regarding 
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spreading the fuel and keeping the fires burning. Additionally, eye witness testimony olan FBI 

agent and a Branch Davidian survivor identified the fire-starters as being within the compound. 

Finally, the clothing of several of the surviving Davidians smelled of accelerant, which was . 

confinned to be on the clothes by the laboratory, and many empty cans of Coleman lantern fuel 

were found in the remains of the fire. 

To suggest that the deaths of any Davidians can be attributed to the action of the law 

enforcement officers on the premises on April 19th is to distort or ignore the facts. The 

testimony at trial, establishes that when the armored vehicles approached the compound building 

during the fire, their occupants were engaged in rescue attempts - such as pulling Ruth Riddle 

from the flames and coaxing Renos Avraam from the roof; the administration of first aid - as 

in the case of Matjorle Thomas and Misty Fergeson; or clearing debris that might impede escape 

or endanger any Davidians who may have made it to the relative safety of the underground 

areas, 

Let me dispel two oth~ myths: First, rather than impeding ~pe, the holes made in 

the building by the Construction Engineering Vehicles (CEVs) that delivered the CS gas created 

the openings used by all but two of the Davidians who escaped from the fire. Second, the CEV 

that penetrated the front wall to deliver gas did not impact the walk-in storage room that later 

became known as the "bunker." That room is located against the back wall of the compound 

and is separated from the front wall by a room, a hallway and another room. The CEV operator 

of this vehicle testified at trial that he penetrated into the first room but his boom did not 

advance into the hallway or the room that separated the hallway from the bunker. Thus the 
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allegation that any Branch Davidian was ldlled on April 19th by a law enforcement officer 

ignores the facts. 

3. MISTAKES WEBE-MAnE: 

Were there mistakes made at Waco? Yes. Every enterprise that entails human effort and 

the exercise of human judgment has the built-in capacity and probability for human error. The 

larger the effort, the more likely mistakes will be made, and.in hindsight, they can be identified 

and corrected and serve as learning tools.' The Departments of Justice and Treasury have proven 

that they desire to accept and learn from such mistakes as is evident from the after-action reports 

that have been prepared and released. 

An example of a problem area that came to light during the Siege at Waco was the 

division between the tactical forces, . who were trying to contain the situation; the negotiators, 

who spent hundreds of hours trying to talk the Davidians into coming out; and those who were 

investigating the murders of the agents. Each unit had its own goal which was important to the 

overall result: to end the siege, to obtain a peaceful surrender, and to gather evidence; but the 

goal of one, at times, conflicted with the needs of one or both of the others. The solution to the 

problem was better communications, a subject which I addressed in early April and which I am 

advised has now been emphasized in FBJlDOJ training and in the FBI's reorganimtion of its 

crisis management team. 

Turning to our major mistake as a law enforcement presence at Waro,. our primaIY 

failure was that we did not fully realize that the Davidians were zealots in every sense of the 

word. In hindsight, had this been recognized it may have resulted in different courses of action 
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but, based on what we now know, it is highly unlikely that it would have led to a different 

result. 

Anyone can spend hours speculating on alternate timetables or courses of action. For 

example, a recently published criticism of the timing of the insertion of CS gas discusses the 

prospect of cutting off the water supply by firing at the storage tanks, as if this had never been 

considered. That assumption is totally false. I raised that issue when I first arrived at Waco 

and discovered that it had been vigorously debated and rejected by both the Hostage Rescue 

. Team (HRT) and the negotiators. The negotiators were against it because it was an act of . 

violence and would validate the paranoia inside the compound. The HRT was against it because 

it would endanger the occupants of the compound sinc:e they could not fire at the storage tanks 

without the compound being in the line of fire. 

Even so, when April 19th approached, the Attorney General reopened the issue and 

directed that a complete reexamination of the water status be done, even ca1.1ing me on the 

telephone to discuss it. Again the same conclusion was reached for the same reasons - it was 

too risky to the occupants to rue upon the water tanks. 

Likewise, it is my understanding that many other alternatives to the insertion of CS gas 

were discussed each containing its set of advantages and disadvantages until a decision was made 

that only three choices were left: to do nothing and watch the conditions deteriorate; to launch 

a full blown attack on the compound; or to use the gas. It was decided that use of the CS gas 

was the most reasonable action - a decision which will be discussed fully in these hearings by 

those who were faced with this difficult situation. 

4. 'tHERE WAS AND IS NO GRAND CONSPIRACY. 
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To the extent that LeRoy and I speak for any group in this hearing, we would like to 

think that we speak for the hundreds of law enforcement personnel, Local, State, and Federal, 

men and women, whose lives have been affected by the events at Mt. Carmel, and who now find 

themselves labeled by some as -jack-booted thugs,· and allegedly, feared by those that they seek 

to protect. The law enforcement personnel who went to Mt. Carmel - be they from the Texas 

Department of Public Safety, the A TF or the FBI - went there to address and peacefully resolve 

a threat, execute a lawful court order, supported by ample probable cause and never found 

defective by any court, and bring the entire matter into our system of justice. 

Tbey were brothers and sisters, husbands and wives, mothers and fathers, and sons and 

daughters; they were little league coaches, band chaperons, scout leaders and members of the 

family that sits in the next pew at Church. On the 28th of February, two of the ATF agents 

were newlyweds; several of the A TF agents had candies in their pockets for the children; and . 

many never fired a single shot, even though, once all the evidence was recovered from the 

compound, it became abundantly clear that the Branch Davidian! had possessed a massive 

arsenal of assault weapons, illegal explosives, and illegal machine guns, as originally alleged in 

the A TP search and arrest. warrants. On the 19th of April, though repeatedly fired upon by the 

occupants of Mt. carmel, the FBI did not fire a shot, other than the non-lethal ferret rounds 

which carried the CS gas. 

Every law enforcement plan - whether that of A TF, FBI or Texas Rangers - that was 

developed in response to the situation at Mt. Cannel was directed toward success - which was 

defined as the peaceful resolution of the conflict, the protection of the children, and bringing any 

criminal actor to justice in a court of law. 
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However, one group at Mt. Cannel always had the ability to resolve the conflict 

peaceably: the Branch Davidians. On the 28th of February, had David Koresh surrendered to 

the agents, the result might have been that he and a few others would have been tried, convicted, 

and jailed, but all - every agent and Davidian, adult and child - would be alive today. Had 

they surrendered at any time during the S 1 day siege, no Davidians would have perished in the 

tragic fire of Apri119. 
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TH E WH ITE HOUS E 

WASHINGTON 

July 31, 1995 

The Honorable William Zeliff, Jr. 
Chairman, Subcommittee on National Security, 

International Affairs, and Criminal Justice 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Chairman Zeliff: 

I am writing in response to your comments on "Meet the 
Press" regarding the President's involvement in events at Waco. 
Those comments were nothing short of irresponsible, intent on 
creating a story without any news and alleging a scandal 
without any basis. 

The facts relating to the Pres~dent's involvement in the 
decision to end the siege at Waco ar"e a matter of public 
record. The President has never shied away from, indeed has 
repeatedly acknowledged, his knowledge and ultimate approval of 
that decision. Respecting and giving due deference to the 
judgment of the FBI and the Attorney General, the President 
accepted their recommendation to insert tear gas into the 
compound in a conversation with the Attorney General on April 
18. During the week prior to that conversation, the President 
had learned of the proposal to use tear gas from one of his 
advisors, had expressed his confidence in the Attorney General 
to handle operational matters relating to the siege, but also 
had indicated a desire to review any decision of this kind. 
All this is spelled out in the Justice Department's Report on 
the events at Waco, specifically at pages 108 and 244-48. 

For you, Chairman Zeliff, to go on national television, 
to recite nothing other than these facts, but then to suggest 
that you are exposing hidden misdeeds is a disservice to the 
American people. It is statements such as these which have 
prevented the hearing on Waco from serving a useful public 
function and made the hearing an exercise in the meanest and 
most unproductive partisanship. 

Sincerely yours, 

Abner J. Mikva 
Counsel to the President 



July 31, 1995 

The Honorable William Zeliff, Jr. 
Chairman, Subcommittee on National Security, 

International Affairs, and Criminal Justice 
u.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Chairman Zeliff: 

I am writing in response to your comments on "Meet the 
Press" regarding the President's involvement in events at Waco. 

The facts relating to the President's involvement in the 
decision to end the siege at Waco are a matter of public 
record. The President has never shied away from, indeed has 
repeatedly acknowledged, his knowledge and ultimate approval of 
that decision. Respecting and giving due deference to the 
judgment of the FBI and the Attorney General, the President 
accepted their recommendation in a conversation with the 
Attorney General on April 18. During the week prior to that 
conversation, the President had learned of the proposal from 
one of his advisors, had expressed his confidence in the 
Attorney General to handle operational matters relating to the 
siege, but also had indicated a desire to review any decision 
of this kind. All this is spelled out in the Justice 
Department's Report on the events at Waco, specifically at 
pages 108 and 244-48. 

I am distressed that you would go on national television, 
recite nothing other than these facts, but then suggest that 
you are exposing hidden misdeeds. That is a disservice to the 
American people. Your commments were nothing short of 
irresponsible, intent on creating a story without any news and 
alleging a scandal without any basis. Statements such as these 
undermine your stated goal or reviewing the facts and making 
credible policy recommendation as to how to avoid such 
tragedies in the future. 

Sincerely yours, 

Abner J. Mikva 
Counsel to the President 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 31, 1995 

The Honorable William Zeliff, Jr. 
Chairman, Subcommittee on National Security, 

International Affairs, and Criminal Justice 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Chairman Zeliff: 

I am writing in response to your comments on "Meet the 
Press" regarding the President's involvement in events at Waco. 

The facts relating to the President's involvement in the 
decision to end the siege at Waco are a matter of public 
record. The President has never shied away from, indeed has 
repeatedly acknowledged, his knowledge and ultimate approval of 
that decision. Respecting and giving due deference to the 
judgment of the FBI and the Attorney General, the President 
accepted their recommendation in a conversation with the 
Attorney General on April 18. During the week prior to that 
conversation, the President learned of the proposal from one of 
his advisors, expressed his confidence in the Attorney General 
to handle operational matters relating to the siege, but also 
indicated a desire to review any decision of this kind. All 
this is spelled out in the Justice Department's Report on the 
events at Waco, specifically at pages 108 and 241-48. 

I am distressed that you would go on national television, 
recite nothing other than these facts, but then suggest that 
you are exposing hidden misdeeds. That is a disservice to the 
American people. Your commments were nothing short of 
irresponsible, intent on creating a story without any news and 
alleging a scandal without any basis. Statements such as these 
undermine your stated goal of holding open and honest hearings 
to review the facts and make credible policy recommendations as 
to how to avoid such tragedies in the future. 

Sincerely yours, .. 

~rf~ 
Abner J. MJ.kva 
Counsel to the President 



THE PRESIDENT'S INVOLVEMENT WITH EVENTS AT WACO 

The President first learns of the ATF raid when news reports 
are received on February 28, 1993. Prior to the ATF raid, the 
President is not aware of the ATF's Branch Davidian 
investigation, an investigation dating back to June 1992. 

Soon after receiving the news reports, he speaks to Treasury 
Secretary Bentsen and Dep. Secretary Altman to hear their 
explanations about the events surrounding about the ATF shootout. 
The President asks whether "waiting out" the cult was considered 
prior to attempting to enter the compound. Altman tells the 
President that the compound occupied more than 70 acres of land, 
that the people involved were survivalists and that there was a 
"window" of opportunity before more pUblicity developed during 
which ATF believed it could be successful in taking action. The 
President asks Bentsen. and Altman to keep him informed. 

On the next day, the President learns from WH staff 
(McLarty, Stephanopoulos) that FBI is ready to assume command and 
control of the standoff situation in Waco. The President calls 
Acting Attorney General Gersen to confirm his understanding of 
the FBI's approach: negotiate until resolution. Gersen concurs. 
The President asks to be advised if there is any change to this 
approach such that a tactical resolution is considered. 

In the several days following the ATF shootout, the 
President places calls to wounded ATF agents and ·to surviving 
members of ATF who were killed. 

During the first week of March, the FBI requests the DOJ to 
approve the deployment of military vehicles to assist the FBI in 
limited maneuvers to secure the perimeter. After Acting Attorney 
General Gersen notifies Chief of Staff McLarty of such a plan, 
the President immediately calls Gersen to ask for explanation. 
Gersen tells the President that no assault is planned, that the 
vehicles are necessary to enable the FBI safely to perform 
certain tactical operations and that it is legal for the FBI to 
use military vehicles for safety purposes. The President is 
satisfied with this response but asks to be kept advised if the 
FBI adopts a more aggressive stance. 

As the standoff continues, the President discusses with 
McLarty his experience with a similar type of incident while he 
was governor of Arkansas. It involved a separatist, white 
supremacist group in northwest Arkansas. This incident was 
resolved successfully through negotiations. 

During the week of April 12, FBI and Department of Justice 
officials begin developing a plan to insert tear gas into the 
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compound. The President learns of the plan through White House 
Counsel Bernard Nussbaum who, together with Bruce Lindsey and 
Vince Foster, have been briefed by Associate Attorney General 
Webb Hubbell on the proposed change in tactics. Nussbaum tells 
the President that the operational handling of the standoff is 
properly a matter for the Department of Justice to decide in the 
first instance. The President indicates that he has confidence 
in the Attorney General and FBI "to make up its own mind," but 
that he wants to know of their decision so he can review it. 

On April 18, the President is informed by Bruce Lindsey that 
the Attorney General· has decided .to approve the FBI tear gas 
plan, and would call the President following her meeting with 
current and former commanders of Delta Force. Soon thereafter, 
the President receives a call from the Attorney General, who 
states that she has decided to approve the FBI tear gas plan and 
that the gas has been tested and would not cause permanent harm 
to children or adults. 

On this call, the President questions the Attorney General 
to determine whether she had received all the information she 
needs to make the decision, in particular, information about the 
safety of the children and the reasons why a change in approach 
is being proposed now after seven weeks of negotiations. The 
Attorney General replies that there is a limit on time during 
which the FBI Hostage Rescue Team can maintain the quality and 
intensity of coverage; that no progress has been made recently in 
negotiations, and none seemed likely; that the danger of self
destructive acts by the Davidians in the compound would only 
increase with time; and that there is reason to believe that the 
children are being abused and are being forced to live in 
unsanitary and unsafe conditions. 

The President asks whether the miliary has been consulted. 
The Attorney General indicates that they have, and is in basic 
agreement with the plan. The President concludes that the plan 
is her decision to make and if she believes it is right thing to 
do in the circumstances, he concurs and supports the decision. 

On the morning of April 19, 1993, the day of the FBI 
insertion of tear gas, the President speaks to Attorney General 
to receive a status report. Later in the day, the President 
issues a statement expressing deep sadness at the loss of life in 
Waco. He states that the particular course of action followed 
this day was recommended by law enforcement agencies for reasons 
explained to him and that he had told the Attorney General he 
would support and stand behind her decision. 

On April 20, 1993, the President makes a formal press 
conference statement on Waco, indicating that he had "asked the 
questions [of Attorney General Reno] I thought it was appropriate 
for me to ask. I then told her to do what she thought was right, 
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and I take full responsibility for the implementation of that 
decision. II 

At the press conference, the President also announces that 
he has directed Justice and Treasury to conduct thorough and 
"non-political" investigations of the events at Waco and to 
determine what lessons should be learned for the future. 
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THE ALLEGATION THAT "THE WHITE HOUSE CALLED ALL THE SHOTS" 

The charge that the White House called all the shots in Waco 
controlled all the events on the ground -- is refuted from the 

moment the names "David Koresh", "Branch Davidians" and "Waco" 
first came to the attention of Americans everywhere. For it was 
only at that time, February 28, 1993, that the White House itself 
become aware of the situation in Waco, Texas. 

Prior to that date, the White House was not aware of the 
longstanding ATF surveillance and investigation of the Koresh 
compound -- an investigation dating back to May 1992 in the 
previous Administration. 

Once informed of the events at Waco, the White House 
understandably and responsibly -- contacted key officials at the 
relevant enforcement agencies (ATF, DOF and FBI) in order to be 
kept informed of developments. Moreover, at the beginning of the 
standoff, the White House made very clear to the enforcement 
agencies its preeminent concern: seeking a resolution through 
negotiations. The key agency officials were also informed that 
the President wished to be advised if there was any change to 
this approach in the direction of a tactical resolution. But 
beyond those measures, the White House adopted a model for 
handling the crisis that made sense from a law enforcement 
standpoint: permit the enforcement agencies on the ground to 
monitor developments and draw up operational plans, in the first 
instance, with later review by the President of major tactical 
decisions. 

The President relieo on members of his senior staff to 
communicate with the relevant enforcement officials and keep 
abreast of developments. The President spoke directly to key law 
enforcement officials whenever a major tactical decision needed 
to be made. 

This level and pattern of White House involvement -
deference to enforcement agencies on operational matters with a 
right of final review -- was followed throughout the 51-day 
standoff. For example, during the first month, the FBI requested 
the DOJ to approve the deployment of military vehicles to assist 
the FBI in limited maneuvers to secure the perimeter. Acting 
Attorney General Gersen so informed Chief of Staff McLarty who, 
in turn, immediately informed the President. The President 
called Gersen to ask for an explanation of the need for taking 
this step. Gersen explained the reasons for such a development; 
and the President was satisfied by his response. The President 
then sought assurances that he would be advised if the FBI 
adopted a more aggressive stance. 
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The same pattern of White House involvement was in evidence 
in dealing with a second major tactical decision: the insertion 
of tear gas into. the compound. That plan was not presented to 
the White House until the FBI and DOJ had developed a preliminary 
recommendation after researching a number of issues, including 
the safety of the gas for children and adults. At that point, 
the DOJ briefed White House staff. In turn, White House Counsel 
Bernard Nussbaum briefed the President, offering the view that 
deference should be accorded to the DOJ and FBI for operational 
tactics within their direct supervision. The President agreed 
with this basic model of decisionmaking and expressed his 
confidence in the Attorney General and the FBI. But he 
indicated, properly, that when a final recommendation was made by 
the enforcement agencies, he wanted to review it. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 26, 1995 

The Honorable William Zeliff, Jr. 
Chairman, Subcommittee on National Security, International 

Affairs, and Criminal Justice 

The Honorable Bill McCollum 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Crime 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Chairmen Zeliff and McCollum: 

I write this letter to summarize the White House's production to your Subcommittees 
of documents pertaining to the 1993 events at Waco, Texas. I also write to resolve the one 
remaining issue that has been the subject of our discussions in the past few days. 

As you know, in response to your Subcommittees' request for documents, the White 
House several weeks ago turned over more than 1,000 pages of materials for your 
unrestricted use. At that time, I indicated that there were an additional 28 White House 
documents that required different treatment because they were covered by executive 
privilege. The confidentiality of such documents must be respected, as it has been by prior 
Administrations, Republican and Democrat alike. No President would be able to obtain the 
frank and candid advice he needs from senior advisors - on topics ranging from foreign 
affairs to domestic problems - if those advisors feared that such advice and information 
would be made public whenever Congress subsequently asked for it. Such a loss of 
confidentiality would have a substantial chilling effect on any President's decision-making 
process. A very similar principle operates among Members of Congress. Indeed, Chairman 
Henry Hyde invoked this principle just last week in his response to Congressman Conyers' 
request that your Subcommittees disclose pertinent notes and memoranda of Committee staff 
to shed light on the NRA's role in the Waco hearings. Chairman Hyde rejected such 
disclosure of Committee work product, stressing the importance of protecting staff members' 
ability to "gathe[r] information on a confidential basis, for the specific members for whom 
they work." 

While the President has pledged to uphold the principle of executive privilege that his 
predecessors have preserved and that prior Congresses have recognized, he has also stated 
publicly that he would "cooperate fully with all congressional inquiries [about the events at 
Waco] so that we can continue to be fully accountable to the American people." 
Accordingly, I set up a procedure with you to ascertain whether any of the 28 documents 
contained information that would be essential to your Subcommittees' hearing. I indicated 
that if you identified such information in any particular document, the White House would 
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make every effort to reach agreement with you on the Subcommittees' use of that 
information. I also made clear that, if you could not demonstrate that a document contained 
such information, the Subcommittees would not have shown a need sufficient to overcome 
the executive privilege that protects that document's confidentiality. This process is precisely 
the sort of accommodation between executive and legislative interests that courts have said 
the two branches must pursue in these circumstances. 

To carry out this procedure, the President directed me to let both of you review the 
28 documents in my presence. I offered to do so on any occasion and for as long as you 
needed. As you know, we initially had two meetings during which you were able to look at 
all 28 documents, some more than once. We provided this access to privileged documents 
even though none of the documents adds anything of substance to what is already publicly 
known about the Waco events, including the facts disclosed in the voluminous reports 
published by the Departments of Treasury and Justice at the direction of the President. 

Nevertheless, following these meetings, both of you made the case that two particular 
documents - both originating from the Treasury department - would be of real assistance to 
the Subcommittees because they reflected the contemporaneous thinking of various Treasury 
officials as the Waco events unfolded. I found your arguments to be persuasive in light of 
the President's commitment to full cooperation, and thus I provided copies to you, subject to 
the reasonable restrictions that you and I agreed upon in order to preserve the documents' 
confidentiality outside the bounds of the Subcommittees. 

It was after our meeting on Thursday, July 20, that I also learned of your request for 
a copy of a third document. My initial response was to provide, for your use, a written 
summary of each of the three Waco-related paragraphs in this document because, unlike the 
two Treasury documents, this third document is a memorandum to the President from his 
closest advisor - his Chief of Staff - and therefore lies at the very core of executive 
privilege. Moreover, the information that it contains is already in the public domain. Over 
this past weekend, however, you reiterated your view that use of this document would benefit 
the Subcommittees' work, a view that appears to be based on the choice of words in the 
document, rather than the facts recited in it. 

You have indicated an interest in two sentences encompassed in the Chief of Staff's 
memorandum. In particular, you wish to be able to quote a sentence in the first paragraph: 
"[Acting Attorney General Gersen] concurred fully with your philosophy regarding this 
matter and assured me that no significant action would be taken without White House 
approval." I have no objection to your publicly quoting this phrase. As you know, the fact 
that the President wished to be advised by key law enforcement officials before any 
significant change in tactical strategy and that he subsequently was so advised is already a 
matter of public record, for example at pages 126-127 and 236-245 of the Justice 
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Department's report. You also wish to be able to use a phrase appearing in the second 
paragraph, in which the Chief of Staff indicated he had spoken with Secretary Bentsen and 
that "[Secretary Bentsen] is on top of the situation in Waco." I similarly have no objection 
to your quoting this language. 

I have recited at some length the White House's accommodation toward congressional 
interests in this matter because I believe our accommodation is unprecedented. The record 
makes clear that, even with the long-recognized need to protect the confidentiality of 
Presidential deliberations, we have made every reasonable effort to provide necessary 
information to assist in the work of your Subcommittees. 

cc: Hon. William Clinger 
Hon. Henry J. Hyde 
Hon. Cardiss Collins 
Hon. John Conyers 
Hon. Karen Thurman 
Hon. Charles E. Schumer 

Sincerely yours, 
__ I ....... ' • /..7~ I'Y-.I 

~
' ~" ,: I!," -:"ULv<.-r 

:z.... ~ rT /1 ,,' j 

Abner J. Mikva 
Counsel to the President 
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RUSSERT: Welcome again to MEET THE PRESS. Our issues this Sunday 

morning: Medicare, affirmative action, Waco and Whitewater. Our quests 
first we will be joined by Newt Gingrich's top deputy, the Majority Leader of· 
the House of Representatives, Dick Armey of Texas. He'll debate the Minority 
Leader of the House, Democrat Dick Gephardt of Missouri. Medicare was started 
30 years ago today. Is it going bankrupt? Armey and Gephardt have very 
different views on what to do about Medicare, they'll square off. 

Then we'll have a debate about who did what at Waco on April 19th, 1993. 
Four fe4eral agents and 86 American citizens, including 22 children died. 
Why? We'll talk with two key players in the on- going hearings looking into 
Waco, Republican Congressman Bill Zeliff of New Hampshire and Democrat Charles 
Schumer of New York. 

And in our political rourid table -- is there a conspiracy surrounding the 
death of White House counsel Vincent Foster and growing American unease about 
Bosnia. We'll take with author and "New York Times" columnist William 
Safire. 

In MEET THE PRESS MINUTE, 
president of the Teamsters. 
from the face of the earth. 
ago, July 9th,1961. 

you remember this man. . He's Jimmy Hoffa, former 
He disappeared 20 years ago today, disappeared 
And he was a guest on MEET THE PRESS 34 years 

And joining me to question for this segment is Lisa Myers, who covers 
Capitol Hill for NBC News. with us now the Republican Leader of the House, 
Dick Armey, Democratic Leader, Dick Gephardt. Gentlemen welcome. 

GEPHARDT: Good to be here. 



ARMEY: Morning. 

RUSSERT: Congressman Armey, let me start with you. The Republicans have 
pledged to find $270 billion in savings from Medicare over the next seven 
years. will you pledge this morning that every cent in savings that you find 
of that $270 billion wili be poured back into the Medicare trust fund to 
guarantee Medicare's survivability for future generations? 

ARMEY: Well, that, in fact, is the pledge, the pledge I signed just 
yesterday or two days ago on the Hill. The fact of the matter is Medicare 
starts going broke in 1996. We've got to do something about it. It's broke 
by the year 2000. We are pledging to do that and we're going to do that by 
giving senior citizens greater choice and greater control over their own 
Medicare dollar in such a way as to save this, not only for this generation to 
use,but for my generation too; when I get there, and hopefully for my kids 
when they come up. 

RUSSERT: So not one cent of the savings from Medicare will be used for 
tax cuts? It'll all go back into Medicare? . 

ARMEY: Well, I think you have to understand that the Republican tax cut 
proposal was passed during the Contract period, during which time, in fact, we 
paid for the tax cuts without, with spending cuts. And, in fact, we did not 
touch Medicare at all. Medicare's a whole separate problem. 1993, the 
President passed a budget with $300 billion worth of tax increases that run 
$200 billion deficits for as far as the eye could see,and still in 1994, his 
commission, his trustees report with three of his cabinet mem~ers, say 
Medicare's going broke. You must deal with this and not confuse it with 
other things going on in the federal government. 

RUSSERT: Congressman Armey,Senator Packwood, a Republican, has said that 
with $160 billion in savings from Medicare, you could deal with the Medicare 
problem, and that the extra money that you're looking f9r is going to be used 
for tax cuts. 

ARMEY:Well, Senator Packwood's confused on that point. He needs to go 
back and review what it is we've done. This is a very difficult business 
we're into. I'm sure all of the misrepresentation and thundering demagoguery 
of the Democrats may have confused him, but the fact of the matter is weare 

. very steady in what we are doing. 

MORE 
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XXX what we're doing. 
ARMEY: We're doing three things separately and -- on separate tracks, 

we're getting to a balanced budget, we're saving Medicare, and we're raising 
or lowering taxes for the working men and women of this country. 

RUSSERT: Would you • . • 

ARMEY: All the background noise in the world doesn't change the facts of 
that, but it could possibly have confused Senator Packwood. 

RUSSERT: Let's tell the truth this morning, Congressman. will you tell 
the American people, the 37 million people who are on Medicare and those 
who'll be on it in the future, that in order to find $270 billion in savings, 
you will have to limit the choice they will have for hospitals and doctors, 
meaning managed care, and, and increase out of pocket expenses, either higher 
deductibles or higher premiums? Isn't that a fair statement? 

ARMEY: No, it's not a fair statement. First of all, let me say and even 
in the President's budget of '93, deductibles and co- payments doubled for 
senior citizens on Medicare. We're not. limiting anybody's choice, we're 
expanding the choice of the senior citizens on Medicare. It's just the 
opposite of that. I don't know where you got that characterization of what 
we're doing. It sounds like you got it from the Democrat Congressional 
Campaign Committee. 

RUSSERT: No, I got it actually from the Republican draft plan, which said 
that ••. 

ARMEY: I don't believe so. 

RUSSERT: Which said that in order to find $270 in savings, and let's be 
honest, we cannot make this up out of the air, folks, you're going to have to 
pay higher premiums, a little bit, probably, higher deductibility,· and you'll 
probably have to join an HMO, a managed care organizaton. Fair enough? 

ARMEY: No, you may have the choice to join an HMO under our plan. The 
fact of the matter is • . • 

RUSSERT: And it would it cost you lllore to keep the existing program, to 
stay in the existing program. . 

ARMEY: It may be, but it's going to cost more to keep the existing 
program even under the plan that, the President's budget plan passed in 1993. 
Now, the question is, do we have people have an adjustment in these things and 
then save Medicare, or do we just turn our back on Medicare, as the President 
has done, and say I have nothing to say on Medicare except criticism of the 
Republicans? 

RUSSERT: But in honesty, in order to save Medicare, you have to make the 
adjustments that would limit choice and increase cost for the ••• 

ARMEY: I have to tell you, we're working on all of the plans and all of 
the options that we want to make available for the senior citizens and when we 
work out the details, we'll see what it means. But I can tell you, there will 
be no increase in copayments or adjustables that will be as great, certainly 
none any greater than was already scheduled for them in the 1993 budget passed 
by the Democrat Congress and signed by the President. 



RUSSERT: You know, Congressman Armey, when President Clinton had a secret 
plan for managed care, you were rather outspoken. Why won't the Republicans 
come forward and tell the American people exactly what they're going to do 
rather than to wait until September and try to rush it through? 

ARMEY: Well let me say, first of all, the President had a very costly and 
secret task force to take over all of medicine in America. We have been not 
working in secret, just about everybody interested in health care, including 
the AARP and other seniors groups, including the providers, have been, 
including the insurers, have been in meetings with us as we have explored all 
kinds of possibilities, all kinds of recommendations. The only thing that is 
secret, in terms of the Democrats' characterization of this, is that we 
haven't been able to put the details together and reveal it to the American 
people. 

But let me just talk, yesterday I heard the President on the radio. First 
five minutes, he's harping that we got a secret plan and the second five 
minutes he's telling everybody what's going to come of it. Now if it is a 
secret plan, I can promise you we haven't confided in the President so that he 
can go out and tell everybody what it's implications is. How in the world can 
anybody have the audacity to expect, on one hand, the plan's secret, on the 

'other hand, I know what it's going to do to people. I mean this is just pure 
balderdash, all this stuff about secret plans. 
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XXX about secret plans. 
RUSSERT: All right, let me ask you one last question, and then I'll get 

Congressman Gephardt in here. You said that "Medicare was a program I would 
have no part of in a free world." That you deeply resent the fact that when 
you're 65 you're going to have to enroll in Medicare. Honestly, in a perfect 
world, would you prefer to see the government out of Medicare? 

ARMEY: I would prefer to see the government respect the American peoples' 
right to make choices and allow senior citizens to have a range of options 
just like my wife and I do. Dick and his wife Jane sit down every October, we 
look at the schedules in front of us, see what options we could want to 
exercise for ourselves and our family. As our lives change we make different 
options. We don't need a one size fit all health care plan for senior 
citizens, and I think we need to improve this set of options for the American 
people in the future. So that they can control their Medicare dollar rather 
having it controlled in Washington. 

RUSSERT: But, in a perfect world, Medicare should not be mandatory? 

ARMEY: In a perfect world, ill health wouldn't be there. 

RUSSERT: But, should we have Medicare as we know it? 

ARMEY: Medicare is a program we have had for 30 years now, and the 
American people, a great many of them, including my mother-in-law, whom I love 
and respect, have become quite accustomed to it, and want it continued, and 
plan their retirement years on it, and we're going to protect it, we're going 
to preserve it, we're going to give people greater choices, and we're going to 
make it last -- not only for my mother-in-law, and her generation, but my 
generation as well. And we're going to keep working on it until we get it 
right. 

RUSSERT: It's a rather courageous statement, Congressman, that you love 
and respect your mother-in-law. I'll tell you, it really, taking on a tough 
one this morning. 

.. 

ARMEY: If you knew my mother-in-law, you'd know. No, that's easy, that's 
easy. 

RUSSERT: Let me turn to Congressman Gephardt. You've been called "Mr. 
status Quo." Leave Medicare alone, everything's just hunky dory and fine. 
Isn't it true that we cannot allow Medicare to grow at 10 percent a year. And 
that we're going to have increase deductibles and premiums, and perhaps have 
HMOs in order to save Medicare. 

GEPHARDT: Tim, every year the trustees' report has come out, as it did 
this year. They have said that Medicare will have solvency problems, sometime 
in the future. In 1992, they said it would be in 1986. I can take you back 
and show you every report. NOW, the Republicans are saying, because the 
report says that the fund will have solvency problems in the year 2002, 
there's a great emergency. Where have they been? Why haven't they told us 
this in the years past? I'll tell you why. It's because this time, they 
want to cut Medicare by $270 billion so they can fund a tax break over half 
of which goes to families that earn over $100,000 a year. That's what's 
going hear. This is a hoax. They want to use it for a tax break, and they 
don't want to admit that to people, so they're bringing up the idea that 
Medicare's in trouble. We've always fixed Medicare ••• 



RUSSERT: But, the President himself said we needed $124 billion in 
savings and Medicare. How would you find that ... 

GEPHARDT: Through the years we have changed Medicare and made it more 
efficient, and saved money, and made the program solvent. It was Democrats 
and Republicans in the early 80's who brought in perspective payment, a new 
way of paying doctors and hospitals so it was more efficient. We gave the HMO 
option. Dick says he wants his mother-in- law to have an option. She has it. 

She can join any managed care plan she wants today. We 'can do more of that 
if that's the way to go. But, what you don't need to do is to cut it by $270 
billion. 

I have a deal for the Republicans. I give this challenge to my friend, 
Dick Armey today. You take the tax cut off the table, you take this issue out 
of the budget, and we'll sit down and before sunset, we'll have a plan to make 
sure that Medicare solvent out into the future. 
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XXX into the future. 
RUSSERT: And you will not let Medicare grow at 10 percent a year? 

GEPHARDT: There are a lot of things you can do, there are a lot of things 
you can do that are far less than $270 billion in order to keep this program 
solvent. And again, the program's not going broke tomorrow. You have 
solvency problems in 20 years or •.. 

RUSSERT: Let's level with the American ~e6ple. In order to reduce the 
growth in Medicare, we're going to have to 1ncrease the deductible they pay, 
the premium they pay, and more people have to go into HMOs. True? 

GEPHARDT: Tim, you don't have to do that, if you can find other ways to 
find the savings. When you go to $270 billion, which is the Republican plan 
to fund their tax break for the wealthy, then you have to go to raising 
deductibles, co-pays, and premiums. That's why it's wrong. 

ARMEY: It gets down to .•. 

RUSSERT: Congressman Armey, just a second. I'll be right there. But 
Congressman Gephardt, you were on a radio show yesterday with former governor 
Mario Cuomo of New York, and you said you would be in favor of a bipartisan 
commission to deal with Medicare. Just like we've had commissions that deal 
with Social Security and so forth. Would you support such a commission to 
begin immediately? 

GEPHARDT: Right. after the Republicans take off the table their tax cut 
that goes to the privileged few, and right after they do something to get this 
out·of the budget. Then we can sit down and figure out a solution to the 
problem. Not until then. 

RUSSERT: Congressman Armey~ 

ARMEY: Well first of all, I need to correct the record. First ot all, 
nobody is cutting Medicare. The average beneficiary will go up from $4,800 a 
year to $6,700 a year during this period of time. 

Sec'ondly, let me again remind Mr. Gephardt that in the president's budget 
of 1993, we had $300 billion worth of tax increases, including increases on 
the taxes of Social Security benefits for seniors making as little as $3,400 a 
year, and still then co-payments and other costs to the seniors on Medicare 
almost doubled in that budget that was passed by the Democrats. It sounds to 
me like we've got another case of the Democrats accusing the Republicans of 
what it is theY've already done themselves. 

RUSSERT: Congressman Armey, would you .•. 

ARMEY: It takes more hard work, careful thought, and we will bring this 
plan through and we'll get it done. 

RUSSERT: Why not have a bipartisan commission? The Social Security 
Commission in the 80s, headed by Alan Greenspan, solved that problem. Why not 
agree' to a bipartisan commission to objectively examine the facts and make 
recommendations? 

ARMEY: Well, because the fact is, we will have this' job done by the end 
of September, and that would be quicker than they could even pull such a 
bipartisan commission together. What Dick is trying to do now is throw some 



idea he thinks will sellon the table in order to try to derail the tax cuts 
for the working class Americans, that we've got in our proposal. One, he 
mischaracterizes just awfully and then, two, he says he has such an aversion 
to cutting taxes for the American people that there's no guile that he won't 
resort to in order to stop them from getting a tax break. I'm just amazed at 
this. 

RUSSERT: Mr. Armey had the first word on Medicare. Congressman, you have 
the last word. 

GEPHARDT: This program has been the most successful program we've ever 
had, right next to Social security. We should not ruin it. The Republicans 
were against it when it passed in 1965. 

You can read the quotes. They thought it should be voluntary, thought it was 
going to be socialized medicine, they called it. They've been against it ever 
since. Dick Armey says that he resents having to enroll in it. Are we really 
in a problem with Medicare or are we doing this to fund a tax break for very 
wealthy people? That's what's going on here. It should not happen, and 
Democrats will fight to keep it from happening. 

RUSSERT: Lisa. 

MORE 
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MYERS: Congressman Gephardt, on Bosnia. On Tuesday, the House will take 

up a resolution to require the President to lift the arms embargo against 
Bosnia. You voted against lifting the embargo in June. You voted with the 
President. Since then, two so-called safe areas have fallen. The UN has 
stood by while the Serbs raped and murdered the Bosnians. Given that record, 
is it not time to finally give the Bosnians the weapons they need to defend 
themselves? 

GEPHARDT: Lisa, let's look at what we're trying to do. First, we're 
trying to stop the violence and the bloodshed. Second, we're trying to get a 
peace agreement so that the three peoples that live in this area can live 
together in peace. Lifting the embargo will not advance either of those 
goals. It will first cause the UN to pullout the peace keepers, and we'll 
have to put in 25,000 troops to help them get out, because all three sides 
will not want them out. 

Secondly, the violence will be increased. The fighting will widen. Other 
parts of the area will get involved. It's not a good idea. It relieves our 
frustrations. We're all frustrated with the horrible things that are 
happening there. But, this is not an answer to the problem. We need to keep 
pushing for a peace agreement, get the parties together and get this thing, 
finally, resolved. 

MYERS: Do you agree, though, with Senator Chris Dodd, the General 
Chairman of the Democratic Party that the current policy, the President's 
policy, has been a pathetic failure? 

GEPHARDT: Well, you know, it's easy for all of us to say this is a 
failure. This is tough. This is really tough. I know of no one who has a 
great answer to Bosnia. And, I'll say this further. The bottom line here is 
-- Do we want to send our kids, our young men and women, over there to 
resolve a civil war and take sides, because that's what you'd have to do? I 
(ion't think we do. I think the President has been right in not wanting that 
to happen. 

If you're riot going to do that, you're options are very limited and very 
difficult, and I think he's done a good job of trying to push this toward a 
peace agreement. We need to renew the effort, now~ to push all sides to get 
to the peace table and to get this thing resolved to stop the bloodshed and 
the violence. 

MYERS: Congressman Armey, you were one of the few Republicans who voted 
with the President, against ~ifting the embargo, in June. How will you vote 
this time? 

ARMEY: I'm afraid it's time we'll have to vote, I'll have to vote, yes. 
I've studied -- First of all, this is a better resolution •. I think it's much 
more weil-prepared. But the fact of the matter, if you're going to have an 
arms embargo and if you're going to tell people that we deny you the arms to 
protect yourself, your family, your children, and then, we fail to provide 
them protection, then ! think the time comes when we have got to allow these 
people to arm themselves and protect their own families. .And, as Dick says, 
this is not easy business •. This is a very tragic circumstance. I think it's 
very harmful to start pointing fingers at one another over the fact, but 
search out the right policy. And, this is probably as serious a business as 
we can do. But having thought it through, listening to advice from some of 
the best people I can find, I think the time has come that we must make· this 



vote. And frankly, I have to tell you, it's not a vote that'll make me very 
happy. 

MYERS: Do you have the votes to override a Presi~ential veto? 

ARMEY: We don't know that. We think it will be very close. We have to 
take the vote. We'll then get a good measure of the matter, and we'll just 
have to go on with it. 
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XXX on with it. 
ARMEY: Like I say, it's not a happy business, and it's a very, very 

serious business, and we're going to just go about it as seriously as we can 
and see where we come out. I wish I had the answers. I'm sure the President 
and everybody else feels the same. 

MYERS: Quick final question on Bosnia. 
are you prepared, you and Speaker Gingrich 
millions of dollars which will be required 
send to Bosnia? 

If you vote to lift the embargo, 
prepared, to find the hundreds of 
to pay for the heavy weapons to 

ARMEY: Well, this again is a big part of the problem, isn't it? Now, on 
one hand, I think to allow people to arm themselves, free from restraint, 
extraneous restraint is one thing, to assume the responsibility is quite 
another. But again it's a part of a depth the issue. We're going to debate 
it. It's going to be a serious debate. As I did in Desert Storm, I will 
listen to every minute of that debate. When people's lives are being put on 
the line, I think it's time to sit down and listen to the debate, think it 
through, and make sure you know exactly, to the best of your ability what you 
can do. I wish, again, I just wish, Lisa, that I could provide a solution to 
the problem. 

MYERS: Let's go to affirmative action for a moment. Last week, 
Congressman Gary Franks wanted to eliminate, he's one of two Black 
Republicans in the House, wanted to eliminate programs which set aside a 
certain percentage of federal contracts for minorities and women. He says 
that Newt Gingrich ·lied to him, that he had been promised that the leadership 
would support his amendment and allow him to offer it on a bill before the 
House, and that the leadership, Newt Gingrich reneged. He said, "I've been 
lied toby Newt Gingrich, and I can tell you that I will never again go out 
on a limb thinking I have Newt Gingrich behind me." Was Congressman Franks 
lied to? 

ARMEY: No, I think that's strong. Gary was obviously disappointed •. This 
is a man who is very bright, very able and very, very dedicated to the work 
that he's doing. And the fact of the matter is what we have discovered is 
that we have had so much authorizing legislation on these appropriations 
bills, the burden's been so heavy, it's just, but we've just come to the point 
where we've got to do this kind of legislative effort which Gary wants to do 
and is frankly, in my estimation, clearly the right thing to do. We just can 
no longer burden the appropriations bills with this very complex and difficult 
language. The appropriations window is closing fast on us. We've got to get 
this work done, and we will, in fact, find a time for Gary to move this 
legislation. He's correct in his understanding of this. He's absolutely 
devoted to it. He deserves all our admiration and respect and he deserves his 
time on the floor and he will get it. 

MYERS: Congressman Franks, while he opposes set asides, says he does 
support good affirmative action, that he would not have gotten into Yale 
University without it. Do you support good aff.irmative action? 

ARMEY: Well, I don't know what good affirmative action is. certainly, 
everybody should make it a point in their life to reach out to other people 
and to be kind and considerate to all people, irrespective of color or gender. 

But the fact of the matter is affirmative action as administered by the 
federal government seems to always devolve into some kind of a quota system 
where somebody's looking over your shoulder and counting and toting up on 
things and trying to make you fit ratios, et cetera, and so forth. If. you had 



affirmative action that came from the normal everyday kindness and 
consideration of the American people, without some kind of arbitrary 
government numerical enforcement mechanism, you'd be absolutely right. And 
that's where we ought to get, and I think Gary Franks is devoted to getting to 
that point. 
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XXX to that point. 
RUSSERT: Congressman Gephardt, let me turn to another issue. 

It passed the Senate last week -- a gift ban. No gifts over $100 to any 
member of the Senate, no more free skiing trips, golf trips. will the House 
bring up such legislation? 

GEPHARDT: I wish we would. I hope the Speaker will do that. We've been 
urging him to do that. 

RUSSERT: Do you support it? 

GEPHARDT: Absolutely. We passed such a ban in the last Congress. We 
were never able to get it out of the Conference. But I believe it should be 
passed. I hope the Speaker will bring it up. I dare say that the Republicans 
are not so anxious to do this. They've been reforming Congress without the 
major reform, which is campaign reform and lobbying gift reform. Those are 
the two people really want. 

RUSSERT: Mr. Armey, will you bring up a gift ban on the House floor, 
which would say only $100 per member of Congress from any lobbyist and no more 
free junkets on skiing or golf trips? , 

ARMEY: I intend to get that done as soon as we can. But I think you've 
got to give us credit. We have.made a decision. We're going to tend to the 
nation's business first and we're working very hard on that. When we have an 
opportunity when there's room in the schedule, I want that up. It seems to me 

RUSSERT:· When will tha:t be? 

ARMEY: I don't know the ~nswer. And·I'm frustrated, too, that I can't 
give you an exact date. We need to move it as quickly as possible. 

RUSSERT: Do you personally support such a ban? 

ARMEY: Well, of course, yes, I have no problem with that. I'll have to 
tell you my problem is we have to find time in the schedule for that in 
competition with a lot of very, very important things. So, we try to set 
priorities and move things along. 

RUSSERT: But you'll find time this year, some time this year? 

ARMEY: Well, I'm not sure I'll find time this year. This year's closing 
on me very fast. But I will find time before this Congress is over. 

RUSSERT: But it is an important issue that you should find time for? 

ARMEY: Yes, we should, especially now that the Senate has, in fact, 
passed it. So we have an opportunity now to get legislation through on our 
side, get it to conference and get it really resolved. You know, we might have 
passed it a year ago and the Senate not. Now, that they have, in fact, passed 
it, I think this is an opportunity we ought to move on and I'm anxious to get 
on with it. 

RUSSERT: Mr. Armey, I'll let you go here in just a second. Speaker 
Gingrich said last week that he wasn't sure that Vincent Foster, the White 
House Counsel's death was a suicide. What do you think? 



ARMEY: I don't think about that a whole lot. This is a very tragic 
thing. Quite frankly, I have my clearly defined job obligations and so forth. 

I think there are people that are investigating the whole area -- Whitewater 
and all related activities -- that are able and responsible, well-staffed and 
have good information bases. For my money, I think I am content to wait and 
see what we discover rather than for me to speculate about it. 

RUSSERT: If Speaker Gingrich ran for President, you'd probably become 
Speaker. Would you like that? 

ARMEY: I would like both events. I think it would be great. But we have 
a very good field of presidential candidates and there's no evidence, 
certainly has been no conversation between me and Newt about him running for 
President. 

RUSSERT: But you would like that if he did? 

ARMEY: Well, what can I say? Do you know anybody in the House that 
wouldn't want to be Speaker, Dick? I think it's a wonderful position. But I 
have to say I'm very happy with the Speaker we have and I'm very content with 
my own job. 

RUSSERT: Thank you very much and happy fishing today. I know that's 
where you are going. 

ARMEY: You bet. Thank you. 

RUSSERT: Congressman Gephardt, we thank you. You're on to Independence, 
Missouri. 

GEPHARDT: Independence, Missouri for the 30th birthday where Harry Truman 
and Lyndon Johnson signed the bill in 1965. 

RUSSERT: Have a safe trip and both of you have a good weekend. Coming 
next, April 19th, 1993, the federal government raided David Koresh' s Branch 
Dividian Compound in Waco, Texas. What really happened? We'll try to find 
out. 

(BREAK) 
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XXX to find out. 
RUSSERT: Welcome back to Meet the Press. 

with us now, two men who have been holding hearings on Waco, Republican 
Bill Zeliff of New Hampshire, Democrat Chuck Schumer of New York. Gentlemen, 
welcome. 

ZELIFF: Glad to be here. 

RUSSERT: Congressman Zeliff, Janet Reno, the Attorney General, is coming 
before you on Tuesday. What is the most important piece of information you 
would like her to share with you and the American people? 

ZELIFF: Why did she approve the plan to gas over 90, almost 90 Americans? 
What information was she given? Who did she share the decision with? We've 

got to find out who, ultimately, is going to be held accountable for this 
tragedy. Was Hubbell involved? Was the White House involved? She was there 
for less than two weeks. This is what we need to find out on Tuesday. 

RUSSERT: Congressman Schumer. 

SCHUMER: Well, I think we have to find out what happened here. But, the 
fact of the matter is most of what we're looking for has come out. It's never 
come out on national television. It's never come out with the same spotlight. 
But, for instance, the parts of the hearings we've already done, those on the 

ATF, there haven't been any new facts, although it's certainly highlighting, 
served a useful purpose in saying "You lose the element of surprise, don't go 
in."And I don't ever think that will ever happen again. 

RUSSERT: Do you think President Clinton, Congressman Zeliff, was 
personally involved in making this decision? 

ZELIFF:I believe he was, and -- Let's go back to Jack Kennedy, the Bay 
of Pigs. He came right •.• He faced up with the problem. He addressed it. If 
we bomb Bosnia tomorrow, are 'we going to blame the pilot? We believe there 
was information, we can show this week, that indicated that he wanted to be 
informed every step of the way. He wanted to know. He wanted to be involved 
in the decision process. The American people are very forgiving. But I don't 
believe Janet Reno, who had less than two weeks' on the job, made this decision 
all by herself. 

SCHUMER: You see, this is the kind of fishing expedition that has given 
these hearings something of a bad name. Everyone,involved -- we had Web 
Hubbell -- we had heard lots of allegations the previous week that Web Hubbell 
was the conduit between the President and the FBI, and he said no, he never 
even talked to the President about it. Janet Reno has said the same. Before 
you make an allegation that the President was involved, have some facts. We, 
because of Mr. Zeliff's persistence, we got to examine every Presidential 
document related to Whitewater. There wasn't one shred of evidence that the 
President made the decision. He was informed of the decision ••. 

ZELIFF: Related to Waco. 

SCHUMER: ••. related to the Waco, right. He was informed of the decision 
and just said "Janet, I trust you. Go ahead and do it." 

RUSSERT: Does it trouble you, Mr. Schumer, that the President of the 
united States would not be involved with a decision involving army tanks being 



turned on American citizens? 

SCHUMER: Well, I think, again, the president was informed, but you had 
the best minds in the business making decisions here. You had experts from 
the FBI, experts from some of the other areas, and it doesn't trouble me. I 
think the President did it right. He relied on the experts. He went, you 
know, they told him what the plan was. And, he said "Well, it's your decision 

. to make.' , 

The President can't make every type of decision. But what I truly -- it 
may be troubling -- but, what I truly resent here, Tim, is each day we've had 
some new allegation pop up, and then we have the hearings, and they are put to 
bed. And the troubling thing about this is certainly many mistakes were made 
in Waco. But I would like to see these hearings be constructive. I would 
like to see them strengthen law enforcement so that they don't make the same 
mistakes again, instead of a whole bunch of conspiracy theories that have 
political agendas. 

RUSSERT: Congressman. 

ZELIFF: Tim, I'm troubled by people running for cover. On Oklahoma City, 
the President, rightfully, I think he did a tremendous job. 
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XXX a tremendous job. 
ZELIFF: FBI did a great job, FEMA did a great job, he was the President 

of united States, he took credit for that, he stood with that. Now we have to 
stand up and something went wrong. The American people want and demand 
accountability and responsibility. I'm troubled by people like Altman writing 
a letter to Bentsen on the 15th of April saying there's going to be a 
catastrophe happening in four days and nobody does anything about. There's 
no responsibility, everyone's running for cover. 

RUSSERT: Joining me on the question this morning is Pete Williams of NBC 
news who's been covering the hearings. Pete? 

WILLIAMS: Mr. Schumer, is it clear that the Attorney General Janet Reno 
was fully briefed? During her statement the day of the fire and in her 
testimony before Congress nine days later, she said what worried her most was 
the possibility of children being hurt in the compound if something wasn't 
done and the possibility that the hostage rescue team was going to become 
exhausted and she said that she was told by FBI experts that there was very 
little risk of suicide and the tear gas. Then we had this week the FBI's top 
men saying what pressed them to take action was, not primarily those factors, 
but their fear that if they did nothing, David Koresh might end the stand off 
violently. There's a mismatch there, why is that? 

SCHUMER: Well, I think that Janet Reno, when you look at the facts and 
we'll hear her on Tuesday, will say that she too was troubled by the fact that' 
there might be a suicide. And you know, we have a lot of Sunday morning, 
Monday morning, Tuesday morning quarterbacking. We knew David Koresh was a 
madman and a law breaker, not somebody who was just, you know, a poor little 
fellow who was -- did -- was taken advantage of. Had Janet Reno waited, they 
waited 51 days, Koresh had repeatedly lied and lied and lied about coming out. 
Let's say she made the other decision. Let's say she said let's wait another 
ten days and let's say then Koresh blew the whole compound and killed 
everybody. You would find the critics saying over and over again, ~~She was 

,indecisive. She should have acted. Koresh lied. It was 51 days already." 
So, it's very easy, this was a mess. Do we agree? 

WILLIAMS: Should we be concerned though that there was a different reason 
given at the time than the,one we're hearing now? 

SCHUMER: Well, I don't think so because I think that the fear of Koresh 
using fire or something else, some 20 odd people in the compound were killed 
by bullets and not a single FBI agent fired bullet, the fear of Koresh taking 
the lives of everybody in there, including his own, given his Armaggedon 
beliefs, was very real all along. 

WILLIAMS: Mr. Zeliff, we've heard a lot this week about the National 
Rifle Association. It's been the sort of side show at your hearings, I think 

ZELIFF: It sure is a side show. 

WILLIAMS: ••• as on or two of you have said it. But in retrospect, was 
it a mistake to enlist the NRA support in doing some of the committee work? 

ZELIFF: That's not true. Pete, we just didn't do it~ And, the bottom 
line is, anybody that wants to could give us evidence, we're getting evidence 
from everybody across the country. 



WILLIAMS: Are. you saying that no one on your committee staff or any of 
the committee staffs asked for the NRA support? 

ZELIFF: ·We did not ask for NRA support. I did not meet with NRA people. 
I did not ask for NRA support. It's a diversionary tactic. The bottom line is 
-- we had a tank that went through that front door, went into that area where 
women and children were there, we killed over 80 people and people -- Howard 
Coble said it best, I think, "My God have we lost our minds?" We're going 
in to a process, is this what America's all about? . 

WILLIAMS: Well, if I could just ask one other question about the NRA. 
They did volunteer their help and the committee staff did accept that help. 

ZELIFF: Yeah, and many other people did. 

WILLIAMS: Was that a mistake, do you think? 

ZELIFF: No, the committee -- if you want to get into the process, they 
submitted evidence and they offered evidence from failure analysis. the 
bottom line, it wasn't used. There is no time in all the hearings that we've 
had so far the NRA had any influence whatsoever. That's the bottom line. 
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XXX the bottom line. 
ZELIFF: That's diversionary tactics. 

SCHUMER: I'd like to make two points, here. First is the NRA was quite 
involved in these hearings and the facts have shown it. But second, what Bill 
Zeliff just said indicates the whole problem with these hearings. He said the 
government killed 80 people. That's the kind of moral relativism. That's the 
kind of problem we had. Every fact we've had, every bit of evidence, 
including the fire experts, showed that David Koresh killed the people when he 
lit the fire. Now maybe the FBI could have done something differently, but 
you see, here's the problem and what I worry about. The hearings can have a 
good effect if they bring out facts so that Janet Reno, ATF, FBI, even the 
President learned so it doesn't happen again. 

But the bad fact of these hearings is you have some really crazy and 
paranoid people out there in America, who want to believe that this was a 
conspiracy, who want to believe that not only did ATF and FBI make mistakes 
of action, but of motivation, that they wanted to kill David Koresh because 
his religious beliefs were different. And that is not the facts at all. And 
when Bill Zeliff says that government killed 80 people, that's what's wrong. 
David Koresh was a monster. He is to blame. The government made mistakes, 
but they're not on the same moral plane. 

ZELIFF: Our role is oversight of ATF, Department of Defense, and FBI; 
that's the reason we're having these hearings. 

RUSSERT: Should the government have used CS gas, Congressman Schumer? 

SCHUMER: Well, I think when you look at all of the choices, in 
retrospect, it may have been a mistake. But there were no good choices. As 
I said, if you waited another 10 days, Koresh might have blown the thing up. 
In fact, it wasn't the gas. You know, when Bill Zeliff says gas people, it 
was tear gas, something that, wait let me finish, that every expert says 
isn't harmful. I think th~ major mistake they made was having the tanks come 
up and pound the building so that the people got scared and didn't come. out 
when the tear gas went in. That was the basic problem. 

RUSSERT: We have to go. Congressman Zeliff, should we abolish the ATF or 
merge it with the FBI? 

ZELIFF: I think that's what we need to finish up our hearings. We've got 
to write our report. I am not pre-judging ATF at this point. But I am doing 
one thing, when the expression is, "My God, have we lost our minds with what 
we've done?" Do the military get involved to the process that they did? I 
mean, we've got to sit back. If we spent as much effort as we did on Waco in 
the drug war, we might even win the drug war, too. 

RUSSERT: On a lighter note, we have to get out. You brought Newt 
Gingrich to New Hampshire on a "moose trip' '. Should Newt run for president? 

ZELIFF: No. I believe he is doing a terrific job in running the House of 
Representatives. I believe that Bob Dole will do a terrific job as the 
President of the united States. 

SCHUMER: And not on the "bull moose" ticket. 

(LAUGHTER) 



RUSSERT: Congressman Schumer and Congressman Zeliff, we'll be watching 
your hearings over the next two days. Thank you very much for coming in this 
morning. Coming next, Whitewater and Bosnia, the views of William Safire and 
the Meet The Press Minute with Jimmy Hoffa from 34 years ago~ 

RUSSERT: We're back. with us now William Safire, the New York Times. 
Bill, welcome. 

SAFIRE: Thanks. 

RUSSERT:Whitewater. What should we know and why should we 'know it? 

SAFIRE: You remember two years ago, about around now, I rolled this hand 
grenade out on this table and suggested that there's a dead body involved in 
this now and the White House, all they're doing is saying it has nothing to do 
with Whitewater. And indeed the Justice Department was kept out of it and 
they hired a patsy prosecutor who came with a report saying there's no 
evidence that Vincent Foster had any worries on his mind about Whitewater. 
Well, that's discredited now, too. We now know that he was working on the tax 
returns of the Clintons, which he shouldn't have been doing anyway. 
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XXX been doing anyway. 
SAFIRE: And, he had a date the next day with the lawyer from Denver who 

had done the discredited report that waived everybody off and said 'There's 
nothing to this.' And now, we learned, six months afterwards, that the 
Whitewater files were in his office and were spirited out the night that he 
committed suicide, if he did. So now, there you have a concerted effort to 
hide something. 

RUSSERT: Why? 

SAFIRE: Well, if there's nothing to be there, nothing there, then there 
crazy. I mean, you just can't have it two ways. Either there was something 
there and they are very wisely fighting to keep it out for at least through 
the next election, or they are not crazy. 

RUSSERT: What's your gut tell you? If they are hiding something, what's 
being hidden? 

SAFIRE: Look, Whitewater is about a serious matter. The charge that 
nobody ever says is -- Did Governor Clinton take a bribe? And, did he, as 
President, obstruct the investigation in to that? That's heavy stuff. It's 
not going to lead to impeachment. Quite frankly, the Republicans want him 
there to run against not to impeach. But, these are not light matters, and 
the investigation in to Foster's death is SUbstantive and serious and can't be 
swept aside. 

RUSSERT: Another serious and SUbstantive issue, Bosnia. We are going to 
have .the House of Representatives vote on Tuesday to lift the arms embargo to 
provide weapons to the Muslims. The Senate, this week, by margins of almost 
two to one, it's almost 
a vote of no confidence in the Clinton administration's handling of Bosnia. 

SAFIRE: Well, the amazing thing to Americans should be the vacancy in the 
White House. We've never had this, at least in 100 years, of a President, in 
foreign affairs, losing control and control being seized by the Congress. 
NOw, in the election, we saw Congress gets control of domestic policy -- Well, 
OK. That's the way it goes. It has happened before. But, the President, 
Constitutionally, is the man in charge of foreign policy. And here, because 
Bill Clinton has essentially followed the polls, and two out of three 
Americans don't want to know about Bosnia, and he's followed the polls down 
the line to the point where the Congress says somebody has to be in charge. 
This is not about stopping the killing because stopping the killing means 
getting one side to surrender. And, the Muslims, for some reason or other, 
don't want to surrender. They don't want to be pushed in to a concentration 
camp around Sarajevo. 

RUSSERT: But, don't the American people want it both ways, Bill? They 
don't want the agony and the pictures coming out of Bosnia, and yet they don't 
want to commit American troops and resources to stop it. 

SAFIRE: That's why we hire Presidents. And Presidents come before the 
American people and say 'I've looked at this. Here is my best judgement' and 
he leads. He forms public opinion. That's what happened with George Bush in 
Desert Storm •.• 

RUSSERT: But, not George Bush on Bosnia? 

SAFIRE:No, no, not a bit. But, when he acted properly, you could see 
public opinion change. When he acted improperly, it just sort of fubbed along 



until this new President continued the policy of inaction. 

RUSSERT: We have a few seconds left. The race to succeed to replace Bill 
Clinton, who do you like? Who would you bet on in the Republican primaries? 

SAFIRE: If you're betting, you have to bet on Dole now. 

MORE 
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XXX on Dole now. 
SAFIRE: He's been washing dirty dishes. In other words, 

picking up delegates, as they call them, one after another. 
have to keep our eye on the possibility of a stumble and who 
Lamar Alexander is doing a good job. I think Pete Wilson is 

RUSSERT: Not too moderate on abortion, other issues? 

he's been 
But I think we 
would move in. 
the guy to watch. 

SAFIRE: Why is he the one they worry most about at the White House? And 
I think the mother lode is California and I think he could beat Clinton in 
California and that's his selling point to the Republicans. 

RUSSERT: And he'll be our guest here next week on Meet the Press, 
Governor Pete Wilson. 

SAFIRE: Ask him a few things. 

RUSSERT: Well I will, but Pete Williams, Lisa Myers, Lisa who do you like 
in the Republican race? 

MYERS: Bob Dole. 

WILLIAMS: I think the same answer right now, yes. 

RUSSERT: It's unanimous. 

WILLIAMS: It is. 

RUSSERT: Oh,my God. 

MYERS: This week. 

RUSSERT: This week. Lisa Myers, Pete Williams, Bill Safire thank you 
all, we're out of time. 

END, 
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