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* Repeal the drug exemption to the posse c 

* Work for non-violent resolution of conf should 
communities, regions or states assert thei m the 
United States of America. 

[582]10. Protect Powers Reserved to the State 

* End the practice of creating local-state forces" 
which override local powers so that local s cannot 
protect their citizens from excessive fede ~. 

* Ensure that the people retain the power state 
involvement in federal law enforcement actiminal 
and civil suits against local and state la 
participates in any federal violations of 

* Restrict the Federal Bureau of Investiga 
narrowly defined federal crimes like espio 
state lines, etc.; it should not become a 
overriding the authority of local and stat 

* Pass an Independent Counsel law to prose 
branch of government--including any massiv 
citizens rights, as occurred in Waco, Texa 
refuses to appoint one. 

[583] CONCLUSION 
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The Committee for Waco Justice encourages itical 
and religious organizations and the media blic and 
politicians about the necessity for protect rty and 
restraining governmental power. We therefo ry 10, 
1994, letter to President Clinton from the rties 
Union, Citizens Committee for the Right to the 
Criminal Justice Policy Foundation, the Dru , the 
Independence Institute, the International A·lian 
Oversight of Law Enforcement, the National ·minal 
Defense Lawyers, the National Legal Aid and·on, the 
National Rifle Association Institute for Le .and the 
Second Amendment Foundation. The letter cal 
commission to review the policies and pract 1 law 
enforcement agencies and to make recommendaeps that 
must be taken to ensure that such agencies WOO --and, 
we would add, the Bill of Rights. 

The letter's signers note that "federal pol omprise 
close to 10 percent of the nation's total 1 d that 
"some fifty-three separate federal agencies to 
carry firearms and make arrests." The signe the 
national commission be composed of law enfo 
constitutional scholars, criminal defense 1 
judges, representatives of federal law enfo 
labor organizations, and representatives of 
police practices. They end their letter by e 
creation of a high level national commissio greatly 
to the continued improvement of federal pol· lping to 
ensure that federal police not only enforce ective, 
humane and constitutional manner, but that models 
for local and state law enforcement agencie 



The Committee for Waco Justice believes all local, state and federal 
law enforcement agencies must overhaul their investigative and 
enforcement procedures to prevent another massacre like that of the 
Branch Davidians. We believe strict adherence to the Bill of Rights 
will help accomplish this. However, we also believe that our citizenry 
and our political culture must become more tolerant of unconventional 
religions and lifestyles. And we believe our government must be more 
willing to apply non- violent conflict resolution to the inevitable 
challenges to the social, economic and political status quo as we 
approach the year 2000. 
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Words can't express the sickness, horror and outrage I 

felt, watching an army tank bash holes in the walls of the 

house at Mt. Carmel Monday, April 19, 1993 -- exactly 50 

years after the Nazis burned the Warsaw ghetto. 

And all the while, the FBrs personal buffoon, Ricks, 

sanctimoniously made claims that this was done to "urge" 

the people to come out, that the FBI was "concerned about 

child abuse" because of the "conditions the children were 

living in." 

What utter and total baldfaced lies. 

The holes were bashed in the sides of the building, 
• 

not to introduce CS gas, so much as to make sure the house 

was well ventilated, so that the fire would spread rapidly. 

I have received reports from no less than 15 people 

across the country who saw on the TV footage, two men in 

black uniforms, wearing gas masks, set the fire. 



I personally saw an incendiary fly through into the second 

;~i~;·;'("'.'; story window. 

Three others reported seeing footage where the tank 

", drove over a gas tank, exploding it. 
.. " 

, , 

::,': '". " \ 

I represent several family members and Branch 

.. I.~~ ~';: ';:, ,: :' , : ; 

': .. ~>: .::'~:;/ Davidians. I have talked with several Branch Davidians. 

'.' ~* .. ~. ":: .' 
They are not glazed over moonie-type crazies. They are 

~", 

well educated, articulate, very nice people. All of them 

, , had normal jobs outside the Mt. Carmel Center. None of 

. them believed they were under David Koresh's "control." 

All of them said they were free to leave whenever they 

wanted. 

One of them said that there was no "suicide" -- that no 

one from the Branch Davidians set the fire at all and 

didn't know it was corning. 

And the real story follows. 
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Most of you have seen our earlier accounts of Waco while 
• 

the Branch Davidians were under seige and know from the TV 

news what the conditions were there. 

The news media was kept 3 miles from the Mt. Carmel Center by 

armed guards at all roads into the compound. And the media 

dutifully reguritated whatever tripe the FBI fed them each 



day at 10:30, calling it "news" as they slandered the 
" .. :."- .: 

.y,:.,{:\'j Branch Davidians, spreading lies of "child molesting", 

... 
~ .. 

: .. ;:" • I .... 

.'.', . ':." 

" 

':' . 
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"planned mass suicide", and "religious whackos in Waco." 

No matter, sensationalism sells newspapers, doesn't it? It 
. 
gets those network ratings up, too. It wouldn't be a story if 

they told the truth. The FCC might shut down it network or two 

or yank a permit. Better that 100 people should die in an 

inferno than expose the depths of the depravity of the 

leaders of this country. 

Well, the FBI lied and so have the major media 

throughout this entire ordeal. Here's the real story: 

In 1992, Sheri Jewel and her ex-husband were in a 

custody battle over their daughter, Keri. Sheri was a 

Branch Davidian and she was killed in the fire Monday, 

Her ex-husband is a mdio announcer. His wife is a TV 

personality. They have money. 

A fellow named Mark Breault, who is reputed to have a felony 

record, used to be a Branch Davidian. He proclaimed himself to be 

a prophet. After awhile, he tried to take over the Mt. Carmel 

compound and was ousted by David Koresh. Breault, an Australian, 

left. vowing revenge. He often called the compound daily to 

harrass the members. 

The Jewel's hired Mark Breault to testify in their 
.. 

custody dispute. In an affidavit. Breault made 

allegations of child molestation and religious weirdness. 

This was in Michigan in 1992. 

Senators were contacted to investigate these allegations, as 

was the "Cult AWareness Network." The Cult Awareness Network is 
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a group in Washington, D.C., headed by the.wife of late Senator 

Ryan who was killed at Jonestown. She has a personal 

vendetta, too. And she wields a lot of power in 

Washington, apparently, because if someone ends up on her 

cult hit list, they frequently end up dead . 

The allegations of child molestation were investigated in the 

int~rvening two years, twice, by Texas welfare department 

authorities and found to be baseless. The Sheriffs department 

investigated the allegations of illegal guns and these 

claims were found to be baseless. The investigations were 

peaceful. There were no problems. 

Mark Breault, however, continued tomake his baseless and 

slanderous allegations against the Branch Davidians. The 

Cult Awareness Network turned up the pressure. 

The newspapers called Breault a "private investigator who has 

tracked the Davidians for two and a half years." "Tracked"? 

They had lived at the Mt Carmel Center since 1935. How much 

"tracking" did it take? "Investigator"? Ha. He's a self-

proclaimed "prophet" with a vendetta against the Branch 

Davidians. And who paid him so handsomely that he could 

afford to "track" them for 2-112 years, anyway? Did the 

media bother to check any of this out? Never. 

You may remember that in the first few days the Branch 
• 

Davidians were under seige, they hung a sheet outside the 

window that said, "Send in Don Stewart, CPA and Ron 

Ingleman." I now know all these people pretty well by 

phone. 

Don Stewart says he is a former paid informant and hired 



assasin for the BATF. He named dates, times, and places, and 

>t';'~:':i ::;,';; 
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detailed a secret hit squad operated under the BA TF by a man 

code-named "Wolfgang" (whose name he identified to me), He 

claims this secret hit squad killed a fellow named Tomassi 
. .:1", 

in California, a religious leader called the Bogwan 

Rashnesh Shari, and provided the weaponry to the woman 

named Moore who tried to shoot President Ford, driving her 

through guards to get her in place. They took her 

children to keep her quiet. He also says that John Wayne 

Hearns, the man who ran the ad in Soldier of Fortune magazine as 

a hired hitman that got Soldier of Fortune sued when he actually 

carried out a hired murder for someone, was a paid 

operative. Congressional records show that a man named 

Dirk Stoffberg was another such operative, who was a hired 

assassin of our government and also ran guns and cocaine 

in and out of the country. Don Stewart is now on the run 

from the BATF, living in an RV with his family. If even a 

10th of his information is true, it is a sorry, sorry tale 

of the depravity existing at the highest levels of our 

government. 

\ CF A - the Constitutional Foundational Association, was 

started by Greg 

Sali and Bill Griffith, to expose the true story in Waco . 
• 

They are also now working to establish common law courts 

throughout the country to put corrupt judicial officials 

and politicians behind bars, where they belong. Together 

with Ken Fawcett, they have collected over 300 hours worth 

of videotapes of the initial onslaught. People who have 



studied these tapes in slow motion say that they show that 

the BATF agents who were killed going in through the 

second story window were killed by friendly fire and their 

own frag grenade. 

When they got inside the window, they were in a 10 x 10 

room that had a locked steel door. They couldn't get out. 

They were hit by friendly fire and trapped in the room 

when the frag grenade went off. 

One Branch Davidian, Mike Schroeder, left the Mt. Carmel 

compound that morning to go to work as usual. He passed by 

agents who never stopped him. He didn't learn of the initial 

seige until later that day. When he tried to return home, he 

was shot in the back as he climbed a fence. His body was 

left hanging on the fence for days, as his wife and child 

could see him there, from inside the house. The 

government finally moved his body, using a grappling hook 

from a helicopter, at night, to drop it into a nearby 

field, where it was chewed by wild dogs and buzzards beyond 

recognition as a human being. 

Another man was shot and his body was left up on the 

.. water tower for days by the government and it, too, was 

dropped to the ground at night by a helicopter, leaving 

pieces to be scraped up from the ground. 

The two old ladies who came out of the compound with the 

children said that all the children had been in an upstairs room 

when they were suddenly fired upon by helicopters through the 

roof the day of the seige. They covered the children with 

their own bodies to protect them. These old ladies were 
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charged with murder and held in jail. Eventually, they 

were put under arrest as material witnesses and held in a 

half-way house out of the city: 

While the FBI was claiming to be urging the Branch Davidians to 

surrender, FBI spokesperson Ricks announced on Friday, April 

17th, that anyone who came out would be considered a threat to 

the BA TF agents and would be shot. Shots and percussion 

grenades were fired at a person who tried to leave through 

a window that day and at Steve Schneider. Ricks said that 

Steve Schneider had "abused his privileges" and had to be 

taught a lesson. 

For 51 days, the FBI tortured the people inside the Mt. Carmel 

center. All utilities, including sanitation, were cut off. 

Loudspeakers were set up all around the house to blare 

sounds 24-hours a day, including the sounds of rabbits 

being slaughtered, the sound a phone makes when it is left 

off the hook, Tibetan monk chants, jet airplanes, babies 

crying, and songs such as "these boots are made for 

walking" and Christmas carols. 

Stadium lights were set up to keep the place lit up 24 hours a 

day. Military tanks, including Ml Abrams and Bradley's, were 

brought in and rapidly circled the house, firing 

percussion grenades, continuously. The tanks would charge .. 
up to the house and then stop within feet of the house 

repeatedly. 

Black helicopters flew overhead. Two huey gunships also 

flew over frequently, guns mounted in front. 

Around the 40th day of the seige, David Koresh announced that 



tlJe children and babies were out of milk. Two relief efforts 

to bring baby food to the Mt. Carmel compound were turned 

back. Two people, one of them Gary Spaulding from South 

Bend, Indiana, were arrested for trying to take the food 

past a roadblock. When I posed the direct question to the 

FBI headquarters, "Has it come to this? Does the United 

States g~)Vernment want babies to starve to death?" The 
, .... 

answer was, verbatim, "Yes." An ATF agent, in a pickup 

... truck that said "Wild Bill" on the side, stole the food, 

too. And to that agent, and every state trooper, every BATF 

agent, and every FBI agent who prevented those children 

from receiving food, you are murderers. 

And how did the BA TF account for what it did when it 

assaulted the Branch Davidians? Did it offer to show the 

American public the search warrant they claimed to have? 

No. In fact, the search warrant and probable cause 

affidavit, if they existed at all, were "sealed" by court 

order. A court order from the same judge who apparently 

signed it in the first place. 

The same judge, Walter Smith, Jr., of the Waco Division, 

\ Western U.S. District Court in Waco, denied eight petitions for 

relief filed by various lawyers seeking to order the FBI and BATF 

to be made to follow the law and the United States 
c 

Constitution. The government never once filed a single 

paper in opposition to any of these motions. There was 

clear, controlling Supreme Court law that required that 

these petitions be granted. The judge had no legal reason 

to deny them, yet he did. And he used the same order, 



nearly a xerox, to deny all of them. Walter Smith, Jr., 
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Walter Smith is the same judge who allowed arraignments of 

people who left the compound to be held in secret. When there 

was not sufficient probable cause to hold them under arrest, he 

allowed them to be detained in jails as "material 

witnesses. " 

And this same judge is the only judge in that division, 

, ." where all the remaining Branch Davidians, now facing 

"murder" charges, will be put on trial. 

After the BA TF and FBI learned that the American Justice 

Federation had released a press release stating that the use of 

military troops against United States citizens violated federal 

law, specifically, the Posse Comitatus act at the BATF 

released a cover story, Claiming that the tanks were 

"really" not Army, they were nat'ional guard, and had been 

brought in under the "Drug interdiction ,act" because they 

had heard there was a "methamphetamine lab" -- three weeks 

after the FBI had already publicly announced there was 

never any question whatsoever of drug involvement. 

\ Governor Ann Richards of Texas, who authorized the use 

of the tanks, claimed she had been tricked. But she still 
.!J' . ... ~ .. , 

did not order the tanks to be withdrawn. Ann Richards, 
• 

you are a murderer. 

Each day, secret horrors were perpetuated upon the Branch 

Davidians, out of sight of the American public, as the press 

cowered like sheep, out on the fringes. Each day, the FBI gave 

us "The Truth", as told by the FBI, and the news media dutifully 
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lapped it up and spread it throughout the country, 

poisoning the minds of people across the country, just as 

the FBI intended. FBI Agents Jeff Jamar and Ricks, you are 

murderers . 

Did any of the news media ever challenge how the BA TF 

might have any jurisdiction at all over "child molesting" 

allegations? Or their authority to bring in two cattle 

trailers full of armed men, who threw grendades at the 

front door and went in shooting at women and children on a 

Sunday morning? Each of you in the media, who didn't 

question, who didn't challenge, who didn't know enough 

about the Constitution of this country to even ask an 

intelligent question, each of you are murderers. 

One or two persons asked decent questions at the press 

conference. Lewis Beam, a former KKK grand dragon and 

political activist, and a reporter from Soldier of Fortune 

Magazine, were kicked out of the press conference for . 

doing so. Lewis Beam was arrested. His crime? Asking "Is 

this the beginning of gestapo tactics and martial law in 

this country?" at the press conference. 

Two other known "trouble makers" (this author included), were 

prevented from entering the press conference, despite valid press 

credentials. In fact, later that day, I was detained, as a 

BA TF agent at a road block pointed a machine gun at me and 

my partner, John Baird, and our credentials were stolen. 

My crime? I had filed a lawsuit on behalf of the Branch 

Davidians, asking that they be allowed to have legal 

counsel. 

~". 



And, for all the unasked questions: No, it is not illegal to 

own a machine gun in this country. Even if the Branch Davidians 

had a machine gun, which it now appears they did not, if 

it was "illegal" it merely meant that a $200 tax had not 
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been paid on it. All it takes to legally own a machine 

·I:.!:,;" :; ;,,' 

.; : ... ~,~ ',.:.'~":' : gun in this country is to pay a $200 tax and fill out a 

... ;'~ form 4. The BATF is supposed to check that those taxes 
.. 

have been paid. 

Neighbors we have spoken with who have known the Branch 

Davidians for 15 years described them as "good samaritan" 

types who helped their neighbors and were kind and 

friendly. Normal people, good neighbors. The kind of 

folks you'd probably rather have living around you than the 

thugs who commit the drive-by shootings, rapes, and 

robberies, for instance. 

Calling a religion a "cult" and putting out false information 

across the media about "child molesting" and "weapons caches" is 

exactly the same technique that was used by the Nazis to portray 

the Jews as filthy, disgusing people, so they could be killed. 

It is the same technique used by every tyrannical government, to 

kill an unpopular and potentially vocal adversaria'l group. But 

in this country, we are supposed to have freedom of religion. It 

would seem that is a pipe dream. 

We have three confinned reported citings of trainloads of U.N. 

tanks going into Portland, Oregon, over the past few weeks, and 

troop movements of unmarked military vehicles across the 

nation. Perhaps you might want to ponder the Significance 

of these events. And tonight, Peter Jennings, in yet 



another "made for propaganda" ABC News TV special, gave a 

.~:i1;!:+\:;.~ full and impartial (not) accounting of events by having 

those bastions of integrity, Kisser, of the Cult Awareness 

Network, and a former Branch Davidian, give us "insight" 

into how Branch Davidians and "all cults" think. As if 

they know. Peter Jennings twice said tonight, that "there are 

, . " more than 100 cults across the country and this is a warning of 
.,', ,;. 

.. ". things to come." 

Paul Fatta, a Branch Davidian, held a Class III dealer's 

license. That meant that he could legally own, sell, and 

buy, any type of gun. It is thus highly unlikely that 

there were any "illegal" guns in the center at all. 

And who is responsible for issuing these permits? The 

BATF. They knew Paul Fatta had a license. 

Paul Fatta was not at the Mt. Carmel Center the day the BA TF 

assaulted the Branch Davidians. Nonetheless, he is now listed on 

the FBI's "10 Most Wanted" list as "armed and dangerous." 

This gives the government the ability to shoot him on sight and 

then claim he was a "fleeing felon." It is, in otherwords, a 

license for the government to kill, again. To bury the best 

\ evidence against them, again. 

David Koresh had a message for the world. He wasn't holding 

out to commit suicide. He didn't hold anyone hostage. He wanted 
.. 

to give what he believed was a gift to the world. He believed he 

held the secret to the seven seals, spoken of in Revelations. He 

wanted to offer what he knew for anyone who could hear it, 

believing he had a duty to offer it to help save the souls of 

those who did not know. He wanted the time to write it down, 
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which he had to do in candlelight, using a manual typewriter, on 

scraps of paper. 

He sent a message to the FBI telling them this. He also 

sent messages, Bible scriptures, that said that God would 

send his holy armies to smite his enemies. 

That much may be true. The Waco massacre has awakened 

Americans all across the nation to whatis horribly wrong 

in this country. A voice of unity is being heard, growing 

louder each day. Interstingly, the day the Branch 

Davidians were murdered is also the anniversary of the ride 

of Paul Revere. 

We have seen our leaders on the television, lying to us with 

straight faces, offering justifications for this carnage, as if 

there could ever be any possible moral explanation or excuse that 

could be enough. That the people offering these excuses are 

morally bankrupt and corrupt, should be obvious. A simple, "We're 

sorry" would at least show a glimmer of common decency and 

humanity, but those words have never crossed any of their lips. 

And each of them, Bill Clinton, Janet Reno, William Sessions, and 

Lloyd Bentsen, are murderers. 

\ So, America, we have cold-blooded killers running our 

country. Isn't it about time you put down your beer, get 

up off the sofa, and do something about it? 
• 

Linda Thompson 

American Justice Federation 

317-780-5204 
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I received the following by email. The author gave me permission 
to use it as I see fit,. but didn't duthorize the use of his name 
or email address. 

THE CLINTON BODY-COUNT 

The following is a partial list of a large number of persons who 
have recently met their demise in suspicious circumstances who appear 
to have some connection to the Clintons. The information was 
compiled from several sources, and some of it is more complete and 
detailed than other parts, and there may be some innacuracies. But it is 
the length and breadth of the list that is the most disconcerting. It 
beyond credibility that every single one of these cases is mere coincidence. 

================================================================= 

Bill Shelton 

died: 6/94 

- Arkansas state trooper and fiancee of Kathy 
Ferguson 

- allegedly committed suicide by shooting himself 
at the gravesite of his fiancee 

- Officer Shelton was the fiancee of Kathy Ferguson, 
who was the ex-wife of Trooper Danny Ferguson. 
Kathy Ferguson also committed "suicide" last month 
when she shot herself in her living room. Oddly, 
next to the body were her packed bags, as if she 
was expecting to be going somewhere. Danny Ferguson 
is a co-defendant along with Bill Clinton in Paula 
Corbin Jones's sexual harassment suit. His ex-wife 
was reported as a corroborating witness for 
Ms. Jones. 

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

C. Victor Raiser II 

Montgomery Raiser 

died: 7130/92 

National Finance Co-Chairman, Clinton 
for President Campaign 

- Son of Victor Raiser II 

- Both men died in a private plane crash 
in Alaska, en route to a fishing expedition. 
No cause was ever determined. Five others 
not connected to Clinton died with them. 

- DeeDee Meyers described Raiser as a "major 
player" in the Clinton organization. Victor 
raiser was also chairman of Mobile Telecomm 
Technologies Corp., whose subsidiary, SkyTel 
Corp. is an international paging company used 
by federal police agencies such as the FBI. 

e 

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

Paul Tully 

died: 9/24/92 

- Democratic National Committee 
Political Director 

- Found dead in a hotel room in Little Rock 
Arkansas of "unknown causes." 

- Described by Clinton as a "dear friend and 
trusted advisor. Tully authored several key 
strategies for Clinton and the party. 
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-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

Paula Grober 

died: 12/9/92 

Clinton's speech interpreter for the deaf 

- Died in a one-car accident with no known 
witnesses. 

- Traveled extensively with Clinton from 1978 
until her death. 

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-~-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

Jim Wilhite 

died: 12/21/92 

- Vice Chairman, Arkla, Inc. 

Died in a one-person skiing accident. 
Wilhite had extensive ties with Clinto~d 
Mack McLarty, with whom he visited by 
telephone just hours before his death. 

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-= = = =-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

Maj. Gen. William Robertson Deputy Commanding General, 
V Corps, Europe 

Col William Densberger 
Col. Robert Kelly 
Spec. Gary Rhodes 

V Corps Chief of Operations and Plans 
- V Corps Chief of Intelligence 
- Crew Chief 

died: 2/23/93 - All were killed when their helicopter crashed 
in Weisbaden, Germany. No cause was ever 
determined. 

- V Corps figured prominently in the US 
Bosnia-Serbia peacekeeping operations, along 
with the carrier Roosevelt. These men, and 
8 others associated with Clinton's visit to 
the Roosevelt all died within 4 months of 
each other. 

-=-=-=-=-=-= = =-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

Steve Willis 
Robert Williams 
Conway LeBleu 
Todd McKeehan 

died: 2/28/93 

- Clinton bodyguard 
- Clinton bodyguard 
- Clinton bodyguard 
- Clinton bodyguard 

"executed" by gunfire in the Waco, Texas 
assault on the Branch Davidians. 

- All four were examined by a ·private doctor" 
and died from nearly identical wounds to the 
left temple, so-called execution style. 
According to Linda Thompson, videotapes and 
other evidence indicates that none died from 
guns fired by ~ranch Davidians. 

-------=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

Five Navy aviators 
(names not determined) 
died: 3/26/93 

- Clinton bodyguards/escorts 

- all died in a crash of an E-2C Hawkeye 
in Italy. The crash occurred shortly after 
the plane was "waved off" from a landing 
attempt on the Carrier Roosevelt, due to 
a "foul deck'. 
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- All five men had been Clinton's escorts 
during Clinton's visit to the Roosevelt 
2 weeks prior. 
Three other men, who had flown Clinton to the 
Roosevelt for that visit also died later in 
a helicopter crash. 

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

Staff Sgt. Brian Haney 
Marine Sgt. Tim Sabel 
Maj. William Barkley 
Capt. Scott Reynolds 

Clinton bodyguard 
-Clinton bodyguard 
- Clinton bodyguard 

Clinton bodyguard 

died: 5/19/93 - All four men died when their helicopter 
crashed in the woods near Quantico, Va. 

- Reporters were barred from the' site, and the 
head of the fire department responding to the 
crash described it by saying, ·Security was 
tight," with "lots of Marines with guns." A 
videotape made by a firefighter was seized by 
the Marines. All four men had escorted 
Clinton on his flight to the carrier ' 
Roosevelt shortly before their deaths. 

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

Paul Wilcher 

died: 6/22/93 

- Washington attorney investigating 
government corruption 

- Found dead on a toilet in his Washington 
apartment. No cause of death was ever 
determined. 

- At the time of his death, he was 
investigating connections between the 
"October surprise" during the 1980 federal 
election c'ampaign and drug and 
gun-running out of Mena, Arkansas, as 
well as the BATF assault on the Waco, Texas 
Branch Davidians. Was planning on producing 
a television documentary on his findings. He 
had delivered a 99-page affidavit to Janet 
Reno three weeks before his death. 

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-~-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

Vincent Foster 

died: 7/21/93 

- White House Counsel 

- Found dead in Ft. Marcy Park in Washington, 
DC, of a supposed suicide by gunshot. A 
suicide note was supposedly found a fews days 
later, torn i~to several pieces, in his 
briefcase, after his office had been entered 
by WhiteHouse staff and materials removed. 
The gun which he supposedly used to kill 
himself was reported to be still in his hand, 
but the person who first found the body 
reports that there was no gun at that time. 
Many irregularities surround the death and 
the investigation of it. 

- Foster was also from Hope, Ark., like 
Clinton, and also worked for the Rose Law 
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firm. Foster had intimate knowledge of the 
Clintons' personal finances. Foster was 
involved in an investigation 
of their finances. and reportedly 
made a phone call to Hillary Clinton. in 
Little Rock. just hours before his death. 

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

Stanley Heard 

Steve Dickson 

died: 9/10/93 

- Chairman. National Chiropractic 
Health Care Advisory Committee 

- Counsel to Mr. Heard 

- Both died in a plane crash outside Dulles 
airport. after their aircraft. rented after 
Heard's personal craft developed tro~$. , 
crashed while attempting an emergency landing 
after reporting a fire on board. 

- Heard. in addition to serving on Clinton's 
advisory council. also personally treated 
Clinton's mother. stepfather. and brother. 

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

Luther Parks 

died: 9/26/93 

Head of Clinton's Guberntorial 
security team in Little Rock. 

- Gunned down in his car at a deserted 
intersection outside Little Rock. 

- His family reported that shortly before his 
death. they were being followed by unknown 
persons. and their home had been broken 
into. Parks had been compiling a dossier 
on Clinton's illicit activities. The dossier 
was' stolen. 

-=-=-=-=~=-=-=-=-=-=-=~=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

Ed Willey - Real Estate Attorney. Clinton Fund Raisor 

died: 11/30/93 - Died of gunshot to the head. Body found in 
deep woods in Virginia. Ruled a suicide. no 
note was found. nor was any motive 
identified. 
Intimately involved in several Clinton fund 
raising events. 

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

The following items are a bit less complete than the previous 
items. but still noteworthy. • 

-=-~-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

Hershell Friday - Attorney and Clinton fund raiser. 

died: ??? - Killed when his plane exploded. 
Cause unknown. 

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-
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James Bunch 

died: ??? 

- Influential Texan 

Died from a gunshot suicide, similar to 
Vince Foster. 
Was discovered to have a "little black book" 
containing the names 
persons in Texas and 
certain prostitutes. 
not proven. 

of many influential 
Arkansas who visited 
Connection to Clinton 

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

John Wilson 

died: 5/18/93 

Former Washington DC Council member 

Found dead from an apparent hanging suicide 
Suicide appears suspicious due to an 
unusual number of reports made"to the 
media concerning his "depression". 
Was reported, but not proven, to have ties 
to the Whitewater affair. 

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

the ex- Mrs. Danny Ferguson - Ex-wife of Trooper Danny Ferguson 

died: circa 5/94 Died of a supposed gunshot suicide in 
her living room. There was a suicide note 
found by the body. However, friends were 
surprise at having noticed nothing wrong 
previously. And even more curious, found 
nearby were several packed suitcases, as if 
she expected she was going somewhere. 

- She was the former wife (since changed her 
name) of Trooper Danny Ferguson, who is the 
Arkansas State Trooper alleged to have 
escorted Paula Corbin Jones to the hotel 
room for her alleged episode of sexual 
harrassment by then-Governor Clinton. 
Ferguson's wife was reported as a possible 
corroborating witness for Ms. Jones. 

-=-=-=-=-:-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

attorney for 
Mr. Lassater 
(name unknown) 

died: circa 5/94 

- Attorney representing Mr. Lassater 
in a case concerning alleged financial 
misconduct. 

- Died in an alleged suicide by jumping out 
of a window of a multi-story building. 

- Mr. Lassater was a close associate of Gov. 
Clinton, and ~as later indicted on drug 
related charges, among other things. 

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

And the list goes on ..... . 
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Questions for Congress About "Waco" 

(BATF AND FBI Crimes Against the Branch Davidians) 

COMMITfEE FOR WACO JUSTICE 
Box 65518 * Washington, D.C. * 20035 * 2021986-1847 

Between March and June, 1993 the United States House and Senate held several hearings regarding Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Fireanns (BATF) and Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) actions against members of the 
Branch Davidian religious group in Waco, Texas. These actions led to the deaths of 82 Davidians, 56 of them women 
and children, and of four BATF agents. 

While Congress asked some important questions regarding these deadly raids, too many remain unasked and 
unanswered. Since those hearings new information revealed at the trial of 11 Davidians and through the research of a 
number of investigators, including in the ongoing civil lawsuits, has raised many more questions that cut to the very 
heart of our Constitutional government. 

Millions of Americans are beginning to discover the truth about what really happened February 28, 1993: BA TF 
agents in National Guard helicopters zoomed in on the Branch Davidians' church and home, Mount Carmel Center, 
with guns blazing, killing unanned Davidians. Ground agents mortally wounded David Koresh's unanned 
father-in-law who stood at the front door with Koresh as he begged BATF agents to stop the attack on a building filled 
with 82 women and children. BATF agents~and FBI agents who took over from them--knew that more than a dozen· 
agents would face prosecution if America learned the. truth. 

We beFeve leading BA TF and FBI agents in Waco conspired, either explicitly or silently, to lie to and harass the 
Davidians to keep them inside Mount Cannel so agents would have an excuse to destroy the building, its incriminatinf 
evidence, and the defiant witnesses calling for justice. A study of the April 19, 1993 gas and tank attacks suggests they 
were a successful systematic effort to render Mount Carmel an inescapable fire trap. 

C.ongressional committees conducted three in depth hearings, the April 22, 1993 House Ways and Means 
Subcommittee on Oversight hearing, the April 28, 1993 House Judiciary Committee hearing (whose transcripts still 
have not been released), and the June 9, 1993 House Appropriations Committee hearing. Below is list of questions 
which these committees never asked or which BATF, FBI, Treasury and Justice Department agents and officials never 
really answered. (Neither were these questions adequately answered in the official Treasury or Justice Department 
reports.) 

. Except at trial, in no investigation have these agents and efficials been questioned under oath. Nor has immunity ever 
been granted· to any agents or officials. Even under oath, many agents gave inconsistent, altered and self- serving 
testimony. 

Millions of Americans are troubled by the obvious continuing coverup ofBATFIFBI crimes against the Davidians and 
the failure of Congress to find the truth. They similarly are concerned about the failure of the Justice Department to 
prosecute or the FBI to fire agents and officials responsible for the death of Vicki Weaver in Idaho. Tens of .thousands 
of Americans have gone so far as to form anned militias and vow to march on federal agents should they ever again 
put Americans under siege. Congress must re-open hearings or see to the appointment of an independent counsel to ge 
to reassure the American people that federal law enforcement never again will raid and massacre Americans. 
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The supporting information mentioned in these questions is documented in Carol Moore's The Massacre of the Branch 
Davidians to be published soon by Gun Owners of America. Please contact us for sources of additional information. 

1/26/95 Version 

1. Did BA TF hide irregularities in its investigation of the Branch Davidians from Congress? 

** When a representative asked about cooperation with local law enforcement, BATF officials did not reveal that they 
avoided cooperating with the McLennan County Sheriff and prosecutors' office because of one individual's allegations 
of "leaks" in the Sheriffs Department to Koresh. 

** Congress was not told that both U.S. Assistant Attorney Bill Johnston and District Judge Walter J. Smith (who 
presided at trial) may have been prejudiced against Koresh because of civil suits linked to alleged drug dealing out of 
Mount Carmel under George Roden before David Koresh took over. Others may have feared that Koresh would reveal 
evidence of local law enforcement involvement in that activity. The Treasury report asserts Johnston insisted that 
BA TF use a paramilitary entry as opposed to more peaceful means. This became a big issue at trial. 

** Why didn't BATF officials tell Congress that David Koresh had a legal gun business and that through his gun 
dealer, Henry McMahon, Koresh had invited BA TF agents to inspect his guns on July 30, 1992? Why didn't they 
reveal that a few days later Koresh faxed the dealer documentation for his weapons purchases which was forwarded to 
BATF? 

** Why didn't BATF officials tell Congress that Koresh complained to the Sheriffs office about obvious surveillance 
weeks before the raid? (Why must Americans fear this kind of attack despite their efforts to cooperate?) 

** Why wasn't Congress informed of the mass of prejudiced, stale, inaccurate, false, misleading, irrelevant and 
inflammatory information contained in the February 25, 1993 affidavit in support of search and arrest warrants? Will 
Congress investigate BA TF and other federal agencies habit of providing such faulty affidavits to judges and the 
judiciary's role in rubber stamping them? 

2. Did BA TF and FBI lie about or even fabricate Davidians' allegedly illegal weapons? 

** There have been frequent allegations that BA TF converts legal semiautomatic weapons to illegal ones in order to 
score convictions. BA TFIFBI needed to find such weapons to excuse the deaths of 82 Davidians and four BA TF 
agents. . 

** That is why many suspect BA TF and the FBI falsely claim that after the fire they found 48 automatic weapons, four 
live grenades and twenty metal tubes they labeled "silencers." These agencies have proved to no one outside of law 
enforcement that Davidian guns, were illegally converted. Nor have they proved the grenades were live or the metal 
tubes were silencers. 

** When a Davidian gun expert tried to look at the weapons, he only was allowed to do so through thick plastic, which 
would make it difficult to see if the changes had been made or if they had been done before or after the fire. 

** While several agents alleged they heard automatic gun fire coming out of Mount Carmel, prosecutors could not 
provide such evidence in video tape or in vehicles shot at by Davidians. If Davidians had used such weapons, they 
would have done much more damage to vehicles and killedinany more agents. 

** Prosecutors put on the stand a Davidian woman with little weapons experience to testify a deceased Davidian told 
her some weapons were automatic. (A Davidian man with little experience told a grand jury that because some guns 
had three switch positions he assumed they were automatic. He was told a grenade in his possession was live but did 
not know if this was true.) 

** Prosecutors did not prosecute or call to the stand a Davidian mechanical engineer who both the woman at trial and 
BATF agents in affidavits had identified as being possibly involved in converting weapons. This suggests the engineer 
had no credible evidence Davidians converted weapons. 
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3. Did anti-cult individuals and organizations lie to law enforcement about the Branch 
Davidians? 

** Will Congress investigate whether financially motivated anti-cult "deprogrammers" like Rick Ross provided false 
or exaggerated information to law enforcement about the Branch Davidians? Ross hinted of his knowledge of BA TFs 
upcoming raid to try to scare Davidian Steve Schneider's family into paying Ross to de program Schneider. Schneider 
and his family died on April 19th. 

4. Did BATF hide the reason for a paramilitary raid from Congress? 

** During one hearing a representative questioned a low ranking BA TF public affairs official about BA TFs 
"publicity" motivations for a paramilitary raid. Her superior, who also appeared and probably knew the answer, did not 
volunteer an answer. 

** Congress did not ask other more disturbing questions like: What was the role of the federal prosecutor in promoting 
such a raid? Are violent paramilitary raids the preferred BATF modus operandi against citizens? Did anti- cult 
individuals give BATF false information about the likelihood of Koresh complying with a search warrant and of 
Davidians committing mass suicide? Was BA TF punishing David Koresh and the Davidians for showing a BA TF 
undercover agent a Gun Owners of America video tape which exposes BATF abuses of citizens' rights? 

. 5. Did BATF break the posse comitatus law? 

** Hidden in paperwork BA TF submitted to Congress was the fact that BA TF knew the identity of the individuals 
most likely responsible for building a methamphetamine at Mount Carmel in 1986-87 before David Koresh took over. 
(They also knew Koresh dismantled the equipment and may have contacted local law enforcement about it.) Yet 
BA TF used this stale and irrelevant knowledge to obtain free use of Texas National Guard helicopters and defended its 
actions when the Texas Governor complained! 

** Army Special Forces were involved in training BATF agents at Fort Hood. Reporter James L. Pate asserts "military 
sources" told him Special Forces illegally trained BA TF agents in techniques of "room-clearing, fire-and- maneuver 
and building takedown," methods of indiscriminate killing of uncooperati ve enemy forces. Some fear the attack was a 
"test" of whether Americans would accept such military-style attacks on civilians. 

** If BAir agents were indeed shooting from helicopters, as evidence below indicates, this would violate the posse 
comitatus law. 

6. Why didn't BATF tell Congress it had no plan for peaceful service of warrants--and that 
agents forgot to bring the warrants? 

** BATF.did not have a no knock warrant which would allow them to bust in unannounced, yet they never practiced 
anything but a forced entry into several parts of the building at once. (When one representative asked what happened 
when BA TF went out to "knock on their door and they started shooting," BA TF officials did not correct his 
misconception.) 

** Agents did not have a plan to stop their aggressive actiotls in busting into the house even if Koresh immediately 
surrendered. 

** No agent was assigned to announce the warrant, no Davidians heard them do so, and no agents originally admitted 
doing so--until after they talked with Treasury Department agents. 

** At trial agents admitted agents actually forgot to bring the warrants with them when they raided Mount Carmel. 

7. Why didn't BATF tell Congress it expected a "shootout"? 





** BA TF agentS expected a shootout Agents admitted they anticipated they would bernet with force and that agenis 
were told to mark their blood types on their necks for medical purposes if they were wounded; 

. . 
** The Treasury report admits the newsman who accidently warned a Davidian about the upcoming raid said it woUld 
be a "shootout" involving helicopters, obviously what agents were telling others. 

8. Has BATF lied about whether agents carried automatic weapons? 

** BA TF describes the Heckler & Koch MP-Ss agents carried as semi-automatic. However, the new version carried by 
law enforcement has a two shot burst and therefore under law it is a machinegun. (It should be noted that only law 
enforcement is allowed to use silencers on these weapons, which would give agents the ability to shoot first and deny 
it!) 

9. Why didn't BATF tell Congress agents were using dangerous hydroshock bullets and 
throwing "flash-bang" and concussion grenades? 

** Hydroshock bullets are hollowpoint bullets made to pass through body armor and destroy large areas of flesh. They 
killed or mortally wounded several probably unarmed Davidians. 

[Note: The Committee for Waco Justice is wrong on this point. There are no hollowpoint rounds which can pass 
through body armour. Also, rd have to add that the "destroy large areas offlesh" line is more than a bit of an 
exaggeration. Hollowpoint rounds are designed to transfer as much of the kenetic energy of the shell into the 
tissue, but this does not mean that it will tear up large areas. That type of claim ranks up with Rep. Schumer's 
description of the BlackTalon round as "spinning blades of death." - Ed.] 

** As video tapes show, and agents admitted, agents threw dangerous "flash-bang" grenades ("diversionary devices") 
which can cause injury and death into the building, including into the church chapel. These are pyrotechnic and can 
start fires. 

** Davidian attorney Col. Jack Zimmermann, who has extensive military experience, alleges BATF threw an even 
more dangerous concussion grenade into one room, starting a small fire there. 

10. Did BA TF officials hide from Congress the fact that BA TF agents shot at Davidians from 
helicopfers? . 

** Three Texas National Guard helicopters carried about 10 agents each, including two raid commanders, one of 
whom BATF later fired, and then rehired. (The two raid commanders BATF fired probably threatened to publicize the 
truth about BATF's illegal actions if they were not re-hired.) 

** KWTX-TV news video proved that the helicopter pilots lied on the stand when they denied overflying Mount 
Carmel 20 minutes before the raid. They may have lied to cover up the fact that they had done a surveillance flight in 
anticipation of shooting from the helicopters. . 

** At trial National Guard pilots never directly denied there was shooting from the helicopters, only repeated that such 
firing would be "against regulations." (The judge would not allow the defense to call any of the BATF agents in the 
helicopters.) .. 

** In some KWTX-TV video tape footage it appears that bullets enter the roof of the second story room from almost 
directly overhead, even as helicopters can be heard flying above. 

** Davidian survivors-including a Davidian prosecution witness--allege that agents in helicopters started unprovoked 
firing at them as they arrived at the north side of the building and continued to pass back and forth over the building, 
firing at will, for several minutes, puncturing the walls and ceilings with over 100 bullet holes. 

** Davidians called "911" one minute after the start of the attack and can be heard yelling that helicopters flying 
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overhead are shooting at them as they speak. "Another chopper with more people; more guns going off. They're firing. 
That's them, not us." 

•• Davidian attorneys Jack Zimmermann and Dick DeGuerin, who entered Mount Carmel after the. raid, said they saw 
what clearly were bullet holes entering the ceiling of the four story tower and other roofs and walls from the sky. 

11. Did BA TF tamper with and deStroy evidence that BA TF shot first at the front door? 

•• Davidians allege that BA TF shot first as the unarmed David Koresh stood in the front door at the south side of the 
bUilding. The shots injured Koresh and mortally wounded his also unarmed father-in-law Perry Jones. At trial the 
agents who ran at the front door gave testimony that not only conflicted with each others' testimony, but was different 
from testimony they gave Texas Rangers before they spoke to Treasury agents and prosecutors! 

•• Texas Rangers admitted that the half of the front door which allegedly had been hit by the most gunfire from the 
outside was missing. Photographs taken during the fire showed that tanks had dragged both doors well away from the 
building so the missing metal door could not have been incinerated . 

•• Davidians claim Perry Jones was hit in the stomach by that first barrage of bullets. (A Davidian prosecution witness 
confirms he was wounded.) However, the medical examiner and Treasury. report describe no other wounds for Jones, 
who allegedly committed suicide with one shot to the mouth on February 28th. (While medical examiners assured 
Jones' family and attorney the body was in cold storage for an independent autopsy, in October of 1994 they revealed 
the body had been unfrozen for six months and had been consumed by maggotsi 

•• Right after the raid BA TF announced it had video tape of the first minutes of the raid. BA TF never presented such 
video evidence, claiming BA TF equipment in both the helicopters and the undercover house failed during the raid! 

12. Did BATF lie to Congress about the Davidians "ambushing" BATF? 

•• David Koresh warned the undercover agent "we know BA TF or the FBI are coming," something he would not have 
done had he intended to ambush agents. . 

•• Davidians did not use their "tacticaJadvantage" of being situated on a hill surrounded by open space to shoot at 
oncoming cattle trailers. . 

** At trial Davidians testifying for the prosecution made it clear Davidians were unprepared for a raid and had to 
hustle to find guns . 

• * Koresh told only a few Davidians a raid was imminent and told them not to shoot unless he ordered it. 

•• ffit unarmed David Koresh came to the front door,.something an "ambusher" would not do. 

*. KWTX-TV video and Waco Tribune-Herald photographs taken in the first minutes of the raid show little or no 
return gun fire of any kind coming from the Davidians. In fact, photos show BATF agents standing in the wide open 
firing on the building! 

•• Davidians called "911" for help, something no "ambusher" would have done! 
. .. 

13. Did "friendly fire" injure or kill some BATF agents? 

•• Agents admitted at trial that shooting from the undercover house 300 yards south of Mount Carmel and from agents 
exiting one cattle trailer hit a BATF truck . 

•• At trial one agent admitted that he probably shot the bullet taken from another agent wounded in the second story 
arms room. 

*. Two agents were killed on the roof in the area where KWTX-TV video shows that helicopters had been shooting. 
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Autopsy results indicate those agents were shot from above . 

.. After the raid, contrary to policy, no BATF "shooting review team" ever was formed to determine what bullets 
wounded which agents. The Treasury report notes that besides the four agents lcilled by gunshot, 20 agents were 
wounded, 7 by shrapnel and 13 by gunshot. . 

•• There were several news reports of "friendly fire" right after the raid, before BATF put a gag order on all its agents. 

14. Has federal law enforcement hidden the fact that agents killed four unarmed Davidians 
during the raid? 

•• Davidians allege that four of the five people killed during the morning raid were not armed. Besides claiming Perry 
Jones was shot at the front door, they allege three were shot from the helicopters, one as she slept, another as he ate 
breakfast, and a third as he climbed out of the water tower to observe the commotion . 

•• The government denies Perry Jones was wounded at all and claims he committed suicide for no apparent reason. It 
claims the woman in bed and the man in the tower were armed and shooting and that the other man was "murdered" by 
Davidians. The government's evidence lacks credibility. (Because of the savagery of the attack, Jones and a mortally 
wounded man who probably was armed were convinced the government was about to kill them all and committed 
suicide or asked for a mercy killing rather than surrender to the "beast.") 

15. Did BA TF agents assassinate an unarmed Michael Schroeder outside Mount Carmel? 

•• BA TF spokespeople originally claimed Davidian Michael Schroeder was killed when three Davidians tried to shoot 
their way out of Mount Carmel. In fact, they were trying to return . 

•• The Treasury report alleges all three shot at agents, but at trial agents alleged only Schroeder shot. Fourteen agents 
fired at Schroeder who died of six gun shot wounds, most of them to the back . 

•• BA TF agents never admitted to making any attempt to see if Schroeder was dying or dead. That two gun shots were 
heard as agents left the area with their one prisoner, and that Schroeder's blue stocking cap disappeared, leads some to 
suspect angry agents "finished off'the wounded Schroeder and later took ~e powder-burned cap . 

•• Texas Rangers were deputized as federal marshals by the U.S. Attorneys office and put in charge of the 
investigation. Nevertheless, the FBI would not let them retrieve Schroeder's body for 4 days-after BA TF agents had 
revisited his body. The FBI would not let Rangers investigate the area for ten days. By that time rain had washed away 
footprint evidence of whether Schroeder really had shot at agents-or whether he was approached and shot by agents as 
helay wounded . 

•• BA TF agents claimed they found a 9mm weapon near Schroeder's body before Texas Rangers investigated. Texas 
Rangers later found a stun gun near his body, as welI as 9mm shell casings around it. Some suspect the BATF agents 
planted the weapon and shell casings and that Schroeder was armed only with the stun gun . 

•• U.S. Attorneys prosecuted the two men who accompanied Schroeder, even though there was no evidence they had 
held or fired a gun, and even though they did not prosecute four Davidians who carried guns inside Mount Carmel 
during the siege. This suggests the prosecutions were part of the coverup of the assassination of Michael Schroeder. 
Both men were acquitted of all crimes.· •. . 

16. Did BATF illegally "kidnap" Koresh's gun dealer to keep him away from the press and 
FBI? 

•• March 1; 1993 BATF agents told Koresh's gun dealer Henry McMahon and his woman friend Karen Kilpatrick that 
Branch Davidians outside Mount Carmel might try to kill them in order to "con" them into asking for protective 
custody. BATF flew them to the west coast. 



** When McMahon and Kilpatrick realized they had been tricked, BA IF threatened them with conspiracy charges and 
kept them away from the FBI and the press for a number of weeks. They probably feared the public would be 
sympathetic with Koresh if they knew he'd cooperated fully with BA IF. McMahon and Kilpatrick are now suing 
BAlF. 

17. Did BATF try to set up Davidian Paul Fatta for execution? 

** Paul Fatta, who ran the Davidian gun business, was in Austin seIling weapons and equipment at a gun show on 
February 28th. Fatta returned to Waco and offered to help the FBI but was rejected. 

** Fatta gave numerous interviews in the first week of March stating that the Davidians had a legal gun business and 
BAlF was lying about them. Doubtless this infuriated BAlF. 

** When Fatta left Waco a few days later, BAlF put him on its "most wanted" list and labelled him armed and 
dangerous, which could have led to his "execution" by BAlF agents. He surrendered to Texas Rangers after the fire. 
He was prosecuted and convicted of manufacturing machineguns on evidence equal to that of two individuals who 
were not prosecuted for that crime. 

18. Did FBI agents conspire with BATF agents to harass the Davidians and keep them in 
Mount Cannel so they would have an excuse to bum the building--and blame it on the 
Davidians? 

** The same FBI officials, Hostage Rescue Team (HRT) commander and agents involved in the kilIing of Vicki 
Weaver in Idaho were in charge in Waco. While lightly disciplined by the FBI for using excessive force, some of these 
men still face possible prosecution by the state of Idaho. 

** These FBI agent doubtless sympathized with BAlF agents bent on revenge against the "cultists" who had killed 
and wounded their comrades. FBI agents probably adopted a likely BA IF agenda-destruction of a building which 
possessed physical evidence of BA IF criminal actions which could lead to acquittals for the Davidians and prison 
terms for BAlF agents. 

** FBI negotiators kriew that the Davidians believed the BAlF attack was the fulfillment of Koresh's prophecy that 
the "beast" would kill them and bring on the Apocalypse and God's Kingdom. HRT commander Richard Rogers may 
have pressed for escalation of the harassment knowing it would convince Davidians Koresh was right about the 
government's evil intentions, make them less likely to exit the building and make it easier to implement the gassing 
plan that would permit agents to destroy the building and its incriminating evidence. 

19. Did the FBI hide from Congress Davidians' fear of FBI destruction of evidence? 

** The FBI never admitted that Davidians were convinced that once BAlF and the FBI got inside Mount Carmel they 
would destroy evidence of the illegal BA IF attack, especially the bullet holes coming down into the ceilings and walls 
from firing from helicopters. . . 

** The Davidians feared this because FBI vehicles almost immediately started moving and destroying evidence like 
vehicles and bullet casings which could have proved Davidians did little firing and that BAlF did a great deal, 
including from helicopters. .. 

** As early as March 6th Davidiims expressed fear that the government wanted to destroy evidence that would prove 
BATFs guilt. One told negotiators: "It wouldn't surprise me if they wouldn't want to get rid of the evidence. Because if 
this building is still standing, you will see the evidences of what took place." 

** Davidians demanded that a news crew be allowed to film inside of the building and record the damage before the 
government was allowed in, but the FBI refused. They refused to allow attorneys in for a whole month. 

** David Koresh was very self-assured in the March 8th home movie when he asserted the BA IF killing of the 



unarmed Perry Jones would be "taken care of in the investigations," reflecting his detennination to seejustice done. 

** Only in April were attorneys allowed to enter Mount Cannel and assure Davidians that Texas Rangers,.not federal 
agents, would be in charge of investigating inside the building. 

20. Did BATF blackmail Bill Clinton into letting them have a free hand? 

** According to the Wall Street Journal, immediately after the raid fonner Deputy Treasury Secretary Roger Altman 
flew to Waco and visited BATF Resident Agent in Charge of the Little Rock BATF, Bill Buford, a "friend" of Clinton. 
Buford was seriously wounded during the raid. 

** Considering Clinton's sometimes perverse relationships with Arkansas law enforcement, it is possible that Buford. 
through Altman, somehow may have "black mailed" Clinton to acquiesce to whatever actions BATF and the FBI 
would take against the Davidians. 

21. Was Clinton having "out of the loop" discussions with Webster Hubbell about Waco? 

** Former Associate Attorney General Webster Hubbell (who was an "Assistant" to the Attorney General before being 
sworn in and has been called by some the "defacto attorney general") was a major decision-maker throughout the 
siege, though his role was obfuscated in the Justice Department's official report. As Bill Clinton's "best friend" he 
could have shared a great deal of infonnation and opinion with Clinton about the operation. 

** During the April 28, 1993 House Iudiciary Committee hearing Representative Sensenbrenner expressed concern 
that Hubbell had been having "out-of-the-loop" discussions with Clinton about the standoff. He could not get a 
definitive answer from FBI Director William Sessions or Attorney General Reno. (Reno's initial claim that Hubbell 
had spoken directly to Clinton on April 19th, was later denied in the Justice Department report.) 

** During Hubbell's May 19, 1993 confInnation hearing, Senator Arlen Spector specifically asked Hubbell if, besides 
his purely personal contacts with Bill. Clinton, he had had any direct contact with Clinton regarding any issues before 
the Department of Iustice. Hubbell answered he only had spoken to President Clinton directly about appointment of a 
Supreme Court justice. 

** In December, 1994 Webster Hubbell pled guilty to mail fraud"':including against two government banking 
agencies- and tax evasion connected to work in his fonner law fmn. It would not be surprising if he was similarly 
dishonest in his statement to the Senate Judiciary Committee. This issue should be re-opened now that Hubbell is 
facing sen!encing. . 

**FBI background checks on Hubbell before his confirmation, which were ongoing during the siege at Waco, 
supposedly turned up nothing about the law fmn's allegations against Hubbell-even though these were several months 
old .• The FBI is investigating the reason for this. Some wonder if the FBI was holding back this infonnation to bully 
Hubbell and Clinton into covering up .for the FBI massacre of the Davidians. 

** It is well known that after Assistant White House Counsel Vince Foster's suicide, White House employees removed 
"Whitewater" files. Certainly if Foster left any incriminating evidence regarding Clinton or Hubbell's involvement in 
the massacre of the Branch Davidians, that evidence also would have been removed. Among those investigating 
Foster's death, there are credible rumors that before his suicide Vince Foster was particularly depressed about Clinton 
and Hubbell's handling of the deadly FBI assault.· . 

22. Can Congress allow federal law enforcement to demonize "suspects," the way BATFIFBI 
did the Branch Davidians? . 

** From the first BATF news conferences, to the Treasury and Justice Department reports, to the closing arguments of 
the Branch Davidian trial, federal law enforcement have used incomplete, exaggerated or false infonnation about 
David Koresh and the Branch Davidians to dehumanize them as criminals and fanatics. They harped on the most 
outrageous claims of fonner members and anti-cult groups and stifled dissenting voices who pointed out that any 
crimes allegedly committed by one Davidian did not give the government the right to trample the constitutional rights 
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of all Davidians to freedom of speech and religion. the right to bear arms and freedom from excessive police force. 

** FBI lies included asserting Davidians had created tunnels and booby. traps on the property. were using illegal drugs. 
had several years of food stored, and had built an impenetrable "fortress." The FBI claimed the operation was costing 
more two million dollars a day. when costs averaged closer to $150.000 a day. 

** The FBI asserted most of those inside were white. although half were of African. Asian or Hispanic descent. (In 
"home videos" Davidians sent out to the FBI. more than a dozen people of color explained why they considered the 
word of Koresh to be more compelling than that of the FBI and the U.S. government. Doubtless. this raised the hackIes 
of the more racist agents.) 

** Immediately after the February 28th raid. BA TF had the magistrate seal the contents of the affidavit and warrants to 
"ensure the integrity of the criminal investigation." However. these remained sealed even after Koresh saw them in 
March. preventing the public from discovering the questionable legal grounds for the raid or investigating the truth of 
the affidavits' many dubious allegations. . 

** Especially troubling are the continual FBI allegations during press conferences that Davidians wanted a violent end 
to the siege and/or might commit mass suicide. The FBI seemed to be preparing America for that kind of ending. the 
one it probably came to desire. 

23. Did the FBI illegally and unconstitutionally intimidate the press? 

** The FBI prohibited reporters from getting closer than two to three miles toMount Carmel Center, claiming the 
Branch Davidians' .50 caliber "machineguns" could hit anyone closer than 3000 yards. almost two miles. (The legal 
.50 caliber weapon was not found to be a machinegun.) The day before the fire the FBI moved television cameras back 
another mile from Mount Carmel and away from the northern sides of the building where the tanks did the most 
damage. 

** Federal agents assaulted and arrested a reporter who had.merely asked law enforcement about a Davidian 
apprehended right after the BATF raid, and illegally confiscated his film. 

. - . 

** When a journalist with valid press credentials asked if the country was "witnessing a fascist takeover." he was 
whisked out of the press room and arrested days later when he tried to return. 

** State troopers arrested two news photographers and confiscated their film near the ruins of Mount Carmel on April 
22. 1993, causing the managing editor of the Houston Chronicle. to wonder "if the Bill of Rights has been suspended 
in McLennan County." 

24. Did the FBI break the posse comitatus law? 

** The FBI initially used Bradley fighting vehicles without barrels, to avoid posse comitatus prohibitions. However. 
when David Koresti (falsely) claimed he had weapons that could blow these vehicles into the air. the FBI obtained two 
Abrams tanks and five Combat Engineering Vehicles. The report does not state if these had barrels, which it admits 
would be illegal, but many claim that the tanks do. 

** Acting Attorney General Stuart Gerson assured President Clinton that no assault was planned and that it was legal 
for the FBI to use the military vehicles for safety purposes. \Vas it legal to use them for the fatal April 19th assault? 

25. Why did the Justice Department deny the FBI's reliance on "cult busters"? 

** The Justice report asserts the FBI "did not soliCit advice from any 'cult experts' or 'cult deprogrammers. '" However, 
Rick Ross' contention that he was in close contact with BATF and the FBI is backed up by Nancy Ammerman's 
assertion that interview transcripts document this. -

** The Justice report claims that the FBI had little contact with former Davidian turned "cuIt buster" Marc Breault, but 
he claims they continued to consult him throughout the siege. 
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** FBI consultant Dr. Murray S. Miron is an outspoken cult critic who published an anti-cult article the week of the 
fire, even while he was consulting with the FBI. In typical cult buster fashion, he managed to get more pUblicity in the 
days following the fire than all other FBI experts combined. .,' 

** During the April 28, 1883 hearing siege commander Jeff Jamar admitted the FBI found a "white paper" on cults 
"very, very useful," but did not reveal to Congress who gave the very hostile, anti-cult white paper to the FBI. 

** The Justice Department may have chosen to deny the involvement of "cult busters" because of three events in the 
months following the fire: the New Alliance Party sued the FBI for classifying the party as a "cult," BA TFIFBI advisor 
Rick Ross was indicted for "unlawful imprisonment" and Justice Department outside expert Nancy Ammerman 
sharply criticized the FBI's association with Ross. 

26. Did the FBI purposely ignore or sabotage aU peaceful means of resolving the standoff? 

** FBI behavioral scientists Peter Smerick and Mark Young recommended that the FBI "establish some trust with 
Koresh" and even suggested moving back from the compound somewhat to undermine the Davidians' conviction the 
government was set upon destroying them. This advice was ignored. 

** FBI commanders rejected two important negotiation tactics: allowing direct communication between families and 
Davidians and allowing a trusted third party to negotiate a surrender. Several trusted negotiators were suggested by the 
Davidians, including the McLennan Country sheriff and a local talk show host, but rejected by the FBI. Former 
presidential candidate Bo Gritz, who successfully negotiated an end to the Randy Weaver standoff, gained wide 
publicity when he offered his services. He never received a reply from the FBI. 

** Only after the Davidians were in Mount Carmel for a full month did the FBI allow David Koresh and Steve 
Schneider to meet with their attorneys. . 

** FBI negotiators could not maintaiI;! the respect of the Davidians who quickly realized negotiators had little power to 
protect Davidians against the aggressive tactical agents. 

27. Did the FBI purposely sabotage the March 2nd and March 21st surrenders? 

** David Koresh had been releasing children steadily as radio stations played a religious tape. He promised that 
Davidians all would exit on March 2nd if the FBI played a 58 minute audio tape on prime time radio allover the 
country. The FBI agreed to this demand. However, they played the tape only on local stations in the mid-afternoon. 
Why did the FBI lie, effectively sabotaging the exit? 

** Koresh explained that God had told him to wait, but Davidian survivors admit a part of the decision was related to 
the FBI's lie. (Because they thought Koresh was dying. and that the govemment still intended to kill them all, some 
Davidians did discuss committing suicide as they exited, but it has not been established these discussions were known 
of by Koresh or sh3red by all Davidians.) 

** On March 19th. after the FBI sent in attorneys' letters and an audio tape from theologian Phil Arnold, Koresh told 
the FBI that "he was ready to come out and face whatever might happen to him." He even joked, "When they give me 
the lethal injection, give me the cheap stuff." Between just March 19th and 21st ten people left Mount Carmel. . . 

** Despite this, (and perhaps because of it), FBI siege commander Jeff Jamar, influenced by HRT commander Richard 
Rogers, decided it was time to increase tactical pressure and the FBI began insulting Koresh during press conferences. 
On March 21st seven people left Mount Carmel. That very night the FBI started blaring music over its loudspeaker 
system, despite Davidian complaints. At 11:45 p.m. Koresh sent out the message, "Because of the loud music, nobody 
is coming out." The next day his aide Steve Schneider asserted that the "music had been counterproductive." The FBI 
then told the world that Koresh had "lied" about exiting and that those who left had been kicked out for disobedience. 

28. Why did the FBI use violent harassment and how far up the chain of command was it 
authorized? 



** The FBI harassed the Davidians by blaring loud music and negotiation tapes and by shining bright lights all night 
long. Much of the harassment was quite violent. Loudspeakers blaring sounds of screeching rabbits being slaughtered, 
dentist drills, airplanes taking off. (This is reminiscent of Richard Rogers' Hostage Rescue Team broadcasting to the 
Weavers, after Vicki Weaver's death; "Good morning, Mrs. Weaver. We had pancakes for breakfast. What did you 
have?") 

** Tanks were run up and down in front of the compound in a show of force and helicopters brazenly buzzed the 
building, reminding Davidians of the fatal attacks of February 28th. If any individuals walked outside the building 
without permission, agents would hurl dangerous flash-bangs at them. 

** The FBI declared deadlines by which Davidians were to exit on March 23rd, 24th, 27th and 28th. When these were 
not met, the FBI removed and often crushed and destroyed automobiles, vans, go-carts and motorcycles. 

** When Representative William Hughes asked SAC Jamar 'which experts had recommended they use pressure tactics, 
Jamar did not answer the question, but merely repeated his claim the purpose of the noise was sleep deprivation. 

** Outside expert Nancy Ammerman also could not get a straight answer about who had recommended pressure 
tactics from the National Center for the Analysis of Violent Crimes. 

** The Justice report infers it was HRT commander Rogers who decided to use these tactics, with the consent of 
Deputy Assistant Director of the Criminal Investigative Division Danny Coulson. More questions should be asked 
about this. (Rogers appeared at the April 28, 1993 House Judiciary Committee hearing but was never questioned.) 

29. Why did the FBI widely distribute Koresh's angry letters but downplay and later suppress 
his April 14, 1993 promise-to-surrender letter? 

*. On April 9, 10 and II Koresh delivered to the FBI the first of several letters warning of God's cOming wrath. The 
FBI released information about these to the press and used them to excuse their assault to Attorney General Janet 
Reno. 

** On April 14th Koresh sent out a letter very different from. his previous ones. In it he declared in writing that God 
finally had spoken to him and that all the Davidians would come out as soon as he had completed a short book on the 
Seven Seals. On April 16th Koresh told the FBI he had finished the First Seal, the longest one. Ruth Riddle escaped 
the fire with the manuscript on a computer disk. 

** Twenty-four hours later FBI siege commander Jeff Jamar asserted that he had "hard evidence" the book was a 
stalling technique, but none has been released to the public. 

** After the fIre the surrender letter was systematically withheld from the press, Congress, and from the Justice 
Department outside experts. 

30. Why did the FBI lie to the Davidian attorneys about waiting for Koresh to finish the book? 

** After receiving Koresh's April 14th promise to surrender"Ietter, Koresh attorney Dick DeGuerin had a face- to-face 
meeting with Jeff Jamar who promised DeGuerin the FBI had "all the time it takes" to finish the book--and certainly 
the two weeks DeGuerin estimated. Attorney Jack Zimmermann testified to the same thing during the trial. 

31. Did the FBI misinform Attorney General Reno about the progress of negotiations? 

** On April 15th FBI chief negotiator Byron Sage told Webster Hubbell and others that "further negotiations with the 
subjects in the compound would be fruitless." It is unknown if Sage read Koresh's April 14th letter to Hubbell. There 
is evidence that the FBI never gave Reno a copy of this letter in her briefing report, though it admits showing her his 
defiant April 9th letter. Neither Reno nor former FBI Director William Sessions seemed to be aware of its existence 
even under direct questioning by the press and Congress. 



** HRT commander Richard Rogers met with Reno and argued negotiations were deadlocked. Rogers, who had 
pushed SAC Jamar to use the tactical harassment that had so disrupted negotiations, now infonned Attorney General 
Janet Reno that negotiations were not working! 

** Was Rogers' impatience to end the standoff in part related to his fear the upcoming Randy Weaver trial would bring 
out facts about Rogers' criminal misconduct in that case-something the Waco spotlight would only exaggerate? 

32. Why did the FBI lie to Attorney General Reno regarding the safety of CS gas? 

** Did the FBI lie when it said it did not know that the United States is one of 100 countries that signed an agreement 
banning the use of CS gas in war during the Chemical Weapons Convention in Paris in January of 1993? 

** Did the FBI not know about the June I, 1988 report Amnesty International claimed that CS gas had contributed to 
or caused the deaths of more than 40 Palestinians-~including 18 babies under 6 months of age--who had been exposed 
to tear-gas in enclosed spaces. American manufacturers of CS gas halted the export of the gas to Israel because of its 
misuse. 

** Why did the FBI not tell Reno that a mixture of CS gas and air could be ignited within a certain temperature range 
and that manufacturers clearly wamthat when burned CS gas emits deadly toxic fumes, including hydrogen cyanide 
and hydrogen chloride--the ingredients of ZykIon B gas used by the Nazis. Manufacturers also warn that when water is 
poured on a CS gas fIre it can create and release a.lethal cloud of Itydrogen cyanide gas. 

** The FBI probably did not reveal to Reno the dangers of both means of delivering the gas, gassing and ferret rounds. 
The Mark V injection system sprayed a mixture of gas and solvent propelled by carbon dioxide from the end of long 
booms on the tanks. What the FBI probably did not mention to Reno-it was not mentioned in the Justice Department 
report or the Fire Report-was that a solvent was used to dissolve the gas before it was mixed with carbon dioxide. The 
FBI asserts it used methylene chloride, which is flammable under certain conditions. Others suspect rogue agents 
could have replaced that chemical with even more flammable ones like acetone or benzene. 

** Did the FBI tell Janet Reno that the ."4Omm ferret liquid tear gas rounds" would be delivered by M79 grenade 
launchers? When fIred from 20 yards or less, these are capable of penetrating a hollow core door-or killing a human 
being. Did they tell her they would use more than 400 of these 40mm rounds? 

33. Did the FBI lull Attorney General Reno into a "false sense of security" regarding FBI 
"rules of engagement." 

** The standard FBI rules of engagement are: "Agents are not to use deadly force against any person except as 
necessary in self-defense or the defense of another, when they have reason to believe they or another are in danger of 
death or grievous bodily harm. Whenever feasible, verbal warnings should be given before deadly force is applied." 
Janet Reno approved the same rules for April 19th. 

** Reno told the House Judiciary Committee she thought the possibility of the Davidians fIring on the tanks was the 
most important "contingency" and that if the Davidians fIred at tanks or agents, the FBI would be permitted "to return 
fIre." (She may not have adequately infonned President Clinton of this since at his April 20th press conference he 
twice asserted that the FBI was instructed to withhold fire even if the Davidians fired.) 

** Reno told the House Judiciary Committee that once the operation began, she would leave decisions up to the FBI 
because she was not "an expert in tactical law enforcement." However, she retained the authority to stop the action and 
tell the FBI to leave. 

** The question is, what other contingencies might the FBI have known about that they did not tell Reno either before 
or after she approved the gassing plan on April 17th? At least one of those is mentioned below. 

34. Why doesn't the FBI consider the firing of 40mm gas rounds from grenade launchers. to be 
gunfire? 
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•• The FBI fIred more than 400 ferret tear gas rounds from grenade launchers shot into Mount Cannel on April 19th. 
These are capable of penetrating a hollow core door and killing human beings. Yet the FBI claims "no shots were 
fIred" on April 19th and does not seem to apply the same "rules of engagement" to these grenades as to other "guns.­
Shouldn't FBI regulations classify the use of such gas grenades as "deadly fire" subject to some sort of rules of 
engagement? 

35. Did the FBI withhold evidence Davidians discussed "fire bombing" tanks on April 18th? 

•• On April 18th FBI surveillance devices picked up a conversation in which one Davidian discussed the idea of 
lighting a tank on fire if it entered the building. Another Davidian admitted hearing such a conversation to an attorney. 
This is evidence that the FBI went ahead with the attack despite their knowledge the night before that it might well end 
in the fiery deaths of dozens of Davidians- as well as the deaths of any FBI agent caught in a fIre bombed tank. Even 
if these conversations were purely speculative, they should have been reported to FBI Director Sessions and Attorney 
General Ianet Reno . 

•• On April 19th Reno appeared on ''Larry King Live" and revealed that the FBI withheld from her these last minute 
facts when she said: "We heard nothing that would indicate that he would do something like this, so we stepped up the 
pressure." Similarly, FBI Director William sessions told interviewers right after the fire that he had received no 
indication the siege would have a violent ending . 

•• Right after the fIre FBI spokesperson Bob Ricks told a reporter "we felt that if we got any of them out safely, that 
would be a great bonus." Within two days of the fIre both Ricks and defacto cult buster Murray Miron stated on 
television that they believed Davidians would fIght back against tank attacks using fIre or explosives. These things 
evidently were never told to Ianet Reno before the fIre. 

36. Did FBI agents consider Davidians to be an enemy to be destroyed? 

•• FBI "SWAT" team video taken near Mount Carmel shows agents jokingly comparing their mission to Vietnam; one 
claims he is "honed to a fIne edge, honed to kill." 

•• "Trophy" photographs were shown at trial of agents standing proudly as Mount Carmel bums in the background. 
One photo was of the FBfs chief negotiator, Byron Sage. It was taken only two or three minutes after he fInished 
urging Davidians to exit the burning building! 

37. Why were there so few safety and fire precautions on April 19th? 

•• FBI agents revealed at trial that the "highly professional" FBI prepared no written plans or instructions for the day; 
nor was there a post-assault written report of the day or a log of moment by moment battlefIeld decisions . 

•• Fire trucks were not on "standby" as they had been during most of the siege. Was this because FBI agents knew 
pouring water on the fire could lead to a deadly hydrogen cyanide cloud that could kill agents and firemen? . 

•• FBI agents have admitted they did not warn Davidians elj,l::h time they rammed the building and they had no 
contingency plan if Davidians were injured by these ramming tanks • 

•• Why weren't Texas Social Services workers called in on April 19th to help women and children at the showers after 
they surrendered, as was originally discussed with the social workers? 

38. Why were agents seen walking outside their tanks before the fire? 

•• The FBI alleges that Davidians fIred hundreds of rounds at tanks on April 19th. (Survivors' statements suggest 
Davidians fIred only a few shots at the beginning of the attack until ordered to desist by David Koresh.) 

•• The FBI and Iustice Department claimed that before the fIre agents stayed inside their tanks because they were in 
constant danger of being shot at by Davidians and exit only after the fIre started. However, news footage clearly shows 



agents jumping in and out of the swung open back hatch of a tank on their way to pumping CS gas into the tornado 
shelter at 6:00 a.m. And one agent is seen walking by the front door right after it is rammed by a tank. How many 
agents were outside their tanks before the fire. when and for what purpose? 

39. Why did the FBI refuse to negotiate, despite Attorney General Reno's request they do so? 

** Davidians signaled they wanted to negotiate by hanging out a blanket. showing their phone was disconnected and 
hanging a banner asking to have the phones fixed. However. during the morning FBI press conference FBI 
spokesperson Ricks stated the FBI would not negotiate. 

** The FBI later claimed it was not "safe" to reconnect the phone. despite their probable ability to run a phone line 
without an agent leaving his tank and despite evidence other agents were seen outside their tanks before the fire. 

** Since Reno was in the FBI Operations Center while the Davidians were calling for negotiations. why didn't she 
insist the FBI negotiate? Did she give anyone any instructions on negotiating before she left the Operations Center at 
10:00 am. central time? 

40. Did the FBI Operations Center have a "live audio feed" of surveillance inside Mount 
Carmel Center and how much could they hear? 

** According to the Justice report FBI agents in Waco and officiaJs in the FBI Operations Center in Washington had a 
"live audio feed" from the FBI forward command post in Waco. According to a news story. this included everything 
audio taped by surveillance devices inside Mount Carmel Center the morning of the fire as it happened. 

** Officials in the Washington Operations Center included Attorney General Reno. then Assistant to the Attorney 
General Webster Hubbell. Assistant Deputy Attorney General Mark Richard, FBI Director William Sessions. Deputy 
Director Floyd Clark, Assistant DireCtor of the Criminal Investigative Division Larry Potts. 

** How much could these officials hear and how did it affect their decisions? Could they hear Davidians calling for 
negotiations. wondering if the federal agents intended to kill them and any of the alleged conversations about a 
possible fiery defense against tanks. even as these occurred? 

** Did the FBI make audio tapes of conversations between decision-makers inside the Washington FBI Operations 
Center on April 19th? 

41. Who was in control after Attorney General Reno left the FBI Operations Center? 
. 

** Who was in charge after Janet Reno left the FBI Operations Center-Webster Hubbell. Mark Richard. William 
Sessions. Floyd Clarke? During the April 28. 1993 House Judiciary Committee hearing Reno sidestepped answering 
that question. as does the Justice Department's official report. Congress must discover who was in charge and what. if 
any. critical decisions they made after Janet Reno left. 

42. Who ordered the "apparent deviation" from the gas plan- -i.e., demolition of Mount 
Carmel? • 

** Justice Department chief reviewer Edward Dennis noted that around 11:20 a.m. began "an apparent deviation from 
the approved plan" which had been that the "building would only be dismantled if after 48 hours not all the people had 
corne out" However. at this time tanks began smashing down the walls and roof of the gymnasium and smashing 
deeper into the sides of the building. 

** Was there some "precipitating event," such as FBI snipers shooting at or tanks injuring Davidians. as some 
investigators allege? 

** After the fire FBI agents and FBI and Justice officials claimed that the tanks were not trying to dismantle the 
building. only to make larger holes to insert gas (which also would be larger holes for gas to escape) and to allow 



Davidians more exit routes to escape (though smashing the staircases and hallways made it more difficult to escape). 

** Was this final and fatal round of attacks ordered by confessed fraud Webster Hubbell or by FBI officials and agents 
currently under threat of prosecution for murder in the death of Vicki Weaver in Idaho? 

43. Did the FBI know that tank action collapsed the ceiling of the concrete room before the fire, 
killing women and children? 

** During the noon time tank attack when a tank smashed into the front of the building for almost two minutes, part of 
the roof of the concrete room collapsed. Autopsy reports .indicate falling concrete and debris struck, smothered and 
killed at least six' women and children before the fire started. Did the FBI know about this at the time? 

** The FBI claims its surveillance devices failed right before this incident. Could it be lying in part to coverup the 
screams from this room? . 

44. Were the FBI's gassing and breaching operations a conscious effort to burn down the 
building and trap Davidians.inside? 

** The FBI knew Davidians were totally dependent on flammable fuel for ligh~ heating and cooking and that the 
house was filled with coleman and kerosene lanterns, butane gas heaters, and propane gas tanks. Because dark curtains 
were over the windows, many lamps were lit. Surviving Davidians claim that tanks and rocketing ferret rounds 
knocked over lamps and fuel containers, spilling their contents. How could the "professional" FBI overlook the 
inherent dangers of their plan? 

** Davidian survivors have described in detail how smashed and blocked stairwells, doorways and hallways, as well 
as doors stuck shut and ceilings collapsing, prevented Davidians from escaping. 

** After the fire FBI agentS and officiaIs claimed that Koresh could have sent children into the buried bus for 
safety--ignoring the fact that FBI tanks had collapsed debris over the entrance to the bus in the early morning. 

** Did FBI agents knowingly use flammable CS gas mixed with flammable solvents? What solvents did they use? 
How many gallons of gas and solvents were pumped into the building? 

** Did the FBI know the buildings' long hallways and crawl spaces would act like flues or wind tunnels and quickly 
spread any fire? FBI breaching operations-including the opening of the whole back of the gymnasium--came at 
critical points along these hallways that would ensure the 30 mile an hour winds would whip through these "flues." 

** FBI spokesperson Ricks admitted that just before the fire began the tank that smashed through the front door "put 
massive gas" inside the central area of the building where many fuel containers were stored and lanterns lighted. That 
area exploded into flames 2-3 minutes later. 

** At trial a defense attorney asked a fire investigator whether the FBI brought its aerial infrared camera (which shows 
heat as light) because it anticipated a fire and wanted to "prove" how it started. Why did the FBI have an infrared 
camera there? •.. 

45. Did FBI agents use pyrotechnic devices to start any fires? 

** The gas grenades thrown into the underground tornado shelter in the morning seem to be long burning, smoky 
pyrotechnic devices, not non-pyrotechnic ferret gas grenades which release a smaIl dusting of gas. Were flash-bangs 
used at all on April 19th? If so, where and why? . 

** Some investigators believe the heat plumes or flashes seen in infrared photographs near the collapsed gymnasium 
before the major fires began indicate FBI flash-bangs or other pyrotechnic devices going off. 

** At trial an agent admitted FBI agents used the same grenade launchers to fire the tear gas rounds as they did to fire 



the pyrotechnic "flash-bangs." A careless or homicidal agent easily could have substituted a flash-bang for a ferret 
round and shot it into the building, starting one or more fires. 

46.15 the FBI and Justice Departnient covering up where the first fire started? 

** The FBI, "independent" fire investigator and Justice Department report all claim that the first fire started at the 
second floor front. However, FBI agents at the back of Mount Carmel revealed at trial they first saw smoke by the four 
story tower (which caught fire right after tank rammed the front door near that area) and the fire in the gymnasium 
(which caught fire right after a tank had completely collapsed its roof). Only then did they see evidence of the second 
floor front fire (which caught fire right after a tank rammed its boom into the second floor). 

** Infrared photograpl:1s, which are not perfect indicators since they cannot always pick up fires deep within the 
building, show fire flashes in the gym before fire is seen on the second floor. 

** What are the FBI and Justice Department trying to coverup? That the tank that collapsed the gym started a fire, that 
pyrotechnic devices did so, or some other crime? 

47. Wby did the FBI falsely claim after April 19th fire it had hard evidence Davidians started 
the fire? 

** Within two hours of the time the fire started, the Justice Department announced two Davidians had confessed to 
starting the fires. This statement later quietly was withdrawn. 

** FBI agents who interviewed Davidian survivors claimed three heard someone say Davidians had lit the fire. Two 
Davidians deny making such a statement. 

** On April 20th FBI siege commander Jeff Jamar alleged that "at .least three" FBI agents observed a Davidian start a 
fire. Later the FBI and Justice report claimed only one agent saw this. Under cross examination at trial this agent 
admitted, "I don't know what he was doing." Photograpl)s of the area where the man allegedly started the fire showed 
no evidence of flames several minutes into the fire. 

48. Did'the FBI and prosecutors misinterpret or tamper with audio tape of the April 19, 1993 
fire? 

** The most incriminating audio tape presented at trial includes what government transcripts claim are discussions of 
"pouring" fuel, "spreading" fuel, lighting tanks on fire if they enter the building, and two uses of the word "fire." The 
tape ends at 11:56 a.m., about 9 minutes before any fire is actually seem, supposedly when a tank destroyed the device. 

** However, few others who heard the tape heard what the government's paid audio expert claimed to hear. Davidian 
survivors claim they only talked about moving fuel tanks away from rampaging tanks and discussed that no one should 
be "firing" on tanks. 

** With modem technology, it is very easy to splice togeth~ incriminating statements from fragments of innocent 
conversations, especially with tape quality as poor as that offered by the government. 

** All agents and officials who may have heard the "live audio feed" of these events as they happened should be 
questioned to discover what they heard and at what point the transmissions actually stopped. 

** Many believe that the FBI made audio tapes of conversations between the tanks drivers and HRT commander 
Richard Rogers and that these are being withheld or have been destroyed. 

49. Wby did tanks continue ramming the building while people were trying to escape the fire? 

** News video shows tanks continuing to smash into the building early in the fire when people would still have had a 
chance to escape. Tanks stand watch just a few feet from exits throughout the fire. 



** One Davidian survivor states several Davidians did not exit immediately because they feared being shot by FBI 
snipers and therefore were trapped and died in the fire. Tanks must have been equally intimidating to those wanting to 
escape. 

50. Did FBI snipers shoot any Davidians escaping the fire? 

** The fear of snipers lead to several Davidians deaths. And rumors persist that FBI snipers shot several Davidians as 
they escaped the back of the building away from television cameras (and even that agents entered the building and shot 
them). The rumors are based on several factors. 

** Initial news reports stated as many as 20 Davidians were seen fleeing Mount Carmel, but only nine survived. 

** The FBI did not consider agents shooting grenade canisters to be "shooting," although these grenades can kill a 
. person. 

** Suspicions that FBI snipers might have "broadly interpreted" the rules of engagement that agents could use deadly 
force if Davidians opened fire to mean they could fire at any Davidian seen exiting the building, whether or not they 
were armed or IX!sed a threat! . 

** Systematic gunfire was heard early in the fueand snipers at the back of Mount Carmel claimed Davidians shot out 
at them. Some believe they are covering up the fact that they shot at Davidians. 

** Since the bodies of Davidians who committed suicide were found in a number of locations and most bodies had 
only one wound, it is unlikely that Davidian suicides could have produce "systematic" gunfire in any "distinct pattern." 

** Two days after the fire the Justice Department announced that two bodies bore bullet wounds to the head. The 
medical examiner denounced these early conclusions, as did Texas Governor Ann Richards. The announcement may 
have been made in knowledge, or fear, that FBI snipers had shot Davidians and thus were an attempt to pre-empt any 
such accusations by charging Davidians had shot each other. 

** Davidians claim fire survivor Derek Lovelock admitted seeing FBI agents shoot Davidians escaping from the back 
of the bu'rning building. Prosecutors allowed Lovelock to go to England to attend his father's funeral, if he promised he 
would return to testify. However, prosecutors, possibly fearful of what he might say on the stand, never asked him to 
return. 

** Several bodies had more than one wound and relatively little carbon monoxide in the blood, suggesting the 
pos~ibiIity the Davidians were shot while trying to escape the fire. 

** If any agents shot Davidians, the law enforcement "code of silence" probably would prevent other agents from 
"snitching" on them.· . 

51. Wbydid the FBI carry out adisinformation campaign after the fire? 
• ** The morning of the fire FBI spokesperson Bob Ricks stated the FBI did not fear a "suicide pact." In his press 

conference right after the fire Ricks said the FBrs first reaction was, "My God they're killing themselves." And he 
revealed for the first time that some Davidians discussed mass suicide on March 2nd. 

** While Bob Ricks claimed that Koresh had "lied" when he supposedly told the FBI that the children were safe in 
"bunkers," several minutes later Ricks admitted, ''They bunkered down the kids the best they could." 

** The FBI false claimed "two" Davidians confessed to setting ~e fire and "three" FBI agents saw them do it. 

** Ricks repeatedly speculated that "the children had been injected with some kind of pOison to ease their pain." 

** During the House Judiciary Committee hearing Ricks added the new charge that when a released child heard his 



father and Koresh were dead, he said, "I don't care. No more beatings." However, social workers have not revealed that 
any child made such a statement. . 

** Several months later Ricks alleged that Steve Schneider angrily had shot Koresh before killing himself. No proof of 
this statement has been offered, though it does raise questions of whether FBI surveillance devices in fact still were 
working right before the fire. 

52. Did fire investigators or medical exanuners lie about where Davidians died? 

** After the fire FBI agents and FBI and Justice Department officials denied that any Davidians were trapped and said 
they must have been forced or chosen to stay inside the burning building. (fhis was including in direct response to a 
question by Representative Sensenbrenner who himself barely had escaped a house fire.) 

** The government claims that all bodies (except those found on top of the concrete room) were found on the first 
floor, from which one would assume easy exit. However, it is possible many Davidians-including David Koresh and 
his top aide Steve Schneider-were actually trapped on the second floor. (One Davidian survivor saw Koresh there 
only minutes before the fire began.) Fire investigators and medical examiners might have overlooked such evidence so 
they could back up FBI and Justice Department claims that Davidians could have escaped if they wanted to. 

53. Did BATF and FBI engage in systematic destruction of evidence of BATFIFBI crimes? 

** The FBfs gas and tank attack itself looks like a successful effort to destroy evidence of BA TF illegal firing from 
helicopters and at the front door and walls of the building. 

** FBI tanks systematically plowed burning walls, including those which fell away from the building, into the fire (as 
shown on news video) so they wouldbe completely destroyed. . 

** While Texas Rangers were technically in control of the "crime scene" after the fire, it is clear BATF and FBI agents 
really were in control. FBI agents were allover' the scene right after the fire, before Texas Rangers took over. 

** The day after the fire BATF hoisted its blue flag over the ruins of Mount Carmel and the 76 burned victims. 

'** The Fin "helped" Texas Rangers decide what evidence was "significant" enough to be collected, as opposed to 
being thrown in the trash, and helped them load "trash" into the dumpster. BATF firearms and explosives experts 
collected evidence after the fire. 

** At trial a Texas Ranger revealed they turned over to the FBI a church safe containing more than $50,000 in cash, 
gold coins, spools of platinum and personal valuables~ However, the safe never showed up on the FBI evidence list! 

** While Texas Rangers' laboratories originally were going to analyze evidence, evidence ended up being shipped to 
federal laboratories. . 

** On May 12, 1993, two weeks after the release of the "independent" fire report, but before Branch Davidian 
attorneys could send in their own fire investigators, bulldozers rolled across the burned rubble of Mount Carmel 
Center, moving and destroying evidence. Bulldozers smashed the concrete room, destroying evidence that a roof 
cave-in killed several women and children before the fire began. 

** In July"1994, soon after Davidian investigators revealed that they believed the CS gas had released deadly 
hydrogen cyanide and intended to test the soil for it, the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission announced 
it was about to remove several inches of topsoil allegedly contaminated with lead from bullets. Investigators had to 
obtain an injunction so that they could get the soil samples. . 

54. Why did the Justice Department allow a prejudiced investigator to lead the fire 
investigation team? 

** The Justice report asserts that Texas Rangers assembled a team of "independent" fire investigators to determine the 
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cause of the fire. However, at trial the head of the Texas Rangers investigation testified that the U.S. Attorneys office 
appointed Paul Gray head of fire investigation team. 

** Paul Gray, Assistant Chief of the Houston Fire Department, had served as a member ofBATFs National Arson 
Response Team, taught classes for BA TF agents and his wife was a secretary in BA TFs Houston office. BA TF 
officials recommended him for the job! 

55. Why did the Justice Department sanction an obviously flawed fire investigation? 

** Investigators never interviewed fire survivors, even those not likely to be indicted, something done routinely in 
other fire investigations. 

** Gray withheld from other investigators that FBI log entries revealed that FBI observers reported seeing fire at the 
back of Mount Carmel Center right after tanks collapsed the gymnasium. Gray also told investigators not to process 
fire samples from the gymnasium. 

** Fire investigators admitted signing the official Fire Report without reviewing all evidence or allegations made by 
Paul Gray. 

** The Fire Report asserts Davidians were not trapped in the building, despite survivors' statements to their attorneys 
about people being trapped by falling debris, blOCked stairways, jammed doors, caved-in walls, rapidly spreading 
smoke and fire. 

** The Fire Report asserts a tank knocking over a lantern or hitting a propane tank could not have started a fire 
because "if this had happened, an immediate vapor air explosion or flash fire would have occurred involving the 
vehicle itself." The report ignores the possibility that tanks smashing down walls and pushing around debris could 
knock over a lantern without coming 'into contact with any fire caused by the accident. 

** The Fire Report states the widely separated points of origin mean arson. This ignores the fact the building was 
rammed by tanks minutes before tanks started in those three areas. And it ignores the combustibility of the CS gas and 
the fact that the long hallways could spread the fire in a matter of seconds. 

56. Who tried to shut down the Justice Department investigation? 

** In May, 1993 the not-yet-confirmed Deputy Attorney General Philip Heymann told an interviewer that investigators 
would not look at the FBI/Justice Department decision to assault Mount Carmel or interview Attorney General Reno . 

. 
** The day after the story appeared the Justice Department contended that Heymann "had erred" and admitted 
Heymann's "remarks reflected a diviSion within the Justice Department about how closely it should look at the events, 
with some high officials arguing forcefully that the inquiry should be more limited, to focus only on what should be 
done in future cases. ", Wh~ch Justice officials wanted to stifle the investigation and why? 

57. Was there a conflict of interest in making Edward Dennis chief reviewer of the 
investigation? ..' 

** Heymann appointed former head of the Justice Department's Criminal Division, Edward S.G. Dennis, Jr., to be the 
chief reviewer of the government's procedures, decisions and actions against the Davidians. Dennis had been in charge 
of the botched investigation of Banca Lavoro and its relation to "Iraq-gate." Janet Reno had shut down the case with a 
plea bargain, avoiding a public trial that, according to columnist William Satire, "would have exposed the , 
machinations of the Bush-Thornburgh-Dennis crowd." Many believe Dennis "owed" Janet Reno one and was not 
likely to find fault with her actions. 

58. Why did the Justice Department review team withhold information from outside experts? 

** The Justice Department review team withheld damaging information from the Justice Department's panel of ten 
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outside experts and even from its chief reviewer, Edward Dennis. This included, of course, all andany previously 
mentioned missing physical evidence and withheld audio and video tapes. 

** The review team also withheld the early March memoranda prepared by FBI behavioral scientists Smerick and 
Young advising the FBI not to harass the Branch Davidians and David Koresh's April 14, 1993 promise-to-surrender 
letter. 

59. Did the Justice Department promote or condone prosecutorial and judicial misconduct in 
the trial of 11 Branch Davidians? 

** Federal prosecutors Bill Johnston, John Phinizy, LeRoy Jahn and Ray Jahn were appointed by and under the 
ultimate control of Attorney General Janet Reno and Associate Attorney General Webster Hubbell. (Hubbell resigned 
during .the trial.) 

** Trial judge Walter Smith was already under investigation by the Justice Department on charges of lying under oath 
in a civil suit related to alleged drug dealing out of Mount Carmel under George Roden. Prosecutors themselves had 
been deeply involved in the BA TF and FBI assaults and massacres. 

** During the trial the judge illegally manipulated the choice of jurors and prohibited defense attorneys from asking 
crucial questions, introducing vital evidence, or calling critical witnesses to p~ve Davidians acted in self- defense, 
including against helicopters. Davidian attorneys were not allowed to call the middle level BATF and FBI agents and 
officials most responsible for crimes against the Davidians. 

** Prosecutors repeatedly withheld evidence that might have exonerated defendants, including regarding illegal BA TF 
shooting on February 28th, identification of a defendant, sabotage of negotiations, and the April 19th fire. And 
prosecutors intimidated or unduly influenced witnesses. They may have been involved in fabrication of testimony by 
BATF and FBI agents. They forbid defense attorneys from adequately inspecting allegedly illegal weapons. . . 

** Despite the judge and prosecutors' !!est efforts, however, the carefuIly screened jury accepted the self- defense 
argument and found the II Davidians innocent of the most serious charges of conspiracy to murder and aiding and 
abetting murder offederal agents. However, because the judge's instructions to the jurors included no defense for 
"aiding and abetting voluntary manslaughter," jurors felt compelled to fmd five guilty of what they thought was a 
"minor charge" that would earn Davidians little jail time. 

** Misunderstanding the judge's instructions and using a vague verdict form, jurors also found seven guilty of another 
"minor charge"--using a firearm while committing the crime of conspiracy to murder federal agents--despite their 
finding defendants innocent of the crime of conspiracy. Because of this error, the judge initially set aside the weapons 
verdict, telling defense attorneys there was no need to' send the verdict back to the jury which only could change it to 
innocent. However; a week later the judge reinstated the guilty verdict and said it would stand. Defense attorneys are 
charging "double jeopardy." 

** At sentencing Smith, who by now had been cleared in the Justice Department investigation, "threw the book" at the 
convicted Davidians. Despite their being found innocent of conspiiacy charges, he sentenced them as if they were 
guilty of those charges. Although there was no credible evidence Davidian defendants manufactured, knew about, 
carried or used automatic weapons, the judge ruled that because the government alleged such weapons were found at 
the scene, Davidians had "constructive possession" of them. This opinion allowed him to sentence five Davidians to 
thirty years for weapons charges, as well as the maximum ten years for aiding and abetting manslaughter. (Four others 
received 3,5, 15 and 20 year sentences.) Six Davidians are appealing for new, fair trials. 

60. Was Justice Department's failure to recommend prosecution of FBI HRT commander 
Richard Rogers in the Weaver case connected to his ability to implicate Justice officials in 
crimes against the Davidians? 

** A 23-member Justice Department task force recommended criminal charges against agents responsible for the 
death of Vicki Weaver in Idaho. However, the Justice Department's Office of Professional Responsibility reviewed the 



report and concluded that the agents had not committed crimes and should face only disciplinafy action. 'The . 
department's civil rights division similarly concluded criminal prosecutions were not warranted. Rogers is fully aware 
of the extent to which the FBI deceived Attorney General Ianet Reno and may have infonnation about what actions 
she approved against the Davidians on April 19, 1993. If he was indicted he might share that infonnation with 
prosecutors and the press. (Rogers and 11 other agents and officials did receive disciplinary "slaps on the wrist" from 
FBI Director Louis Freeh.) 

61. Will Congress thoroughly investigate these questions, tell the American people the truth, 
see that responsible agents and officials are disciplined and punished, and work to ensure that 
the Davidian prisoners receive true justice from the system? 
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The Aftermath of Mount Carmel 

by Mike Cumpston 

[as printed in u.s. Gun Octoberi93] 

On April 19, 1993,51 days after the ATF raid on the Branch Davidian enclave near Elk, Texas, the combined federal 
task force led by the Federal Bureau of Investigation sharply escalated attempts to bring the standoff to a close. 

Negotiations had failed to secure the surrender of more than a handful of Koresh followers, and Task Force 
spokespersons reported to the media that Koresh was doing nothing to advance a voluntary surrender. Although 
attorneys were reporting progress in negotiating a peaceful surrender, Koresh was again delaying action, promising to 
come out after he finished writing a book on the "Seven Seals."The Bureau later reported that listening devices 
planted in video tapes taken to the compound revealed that Koresh was willfully misleading his attorneys, and had no 

. intentions of coming out. 

Nightly bombardments of loud music, Tibetan chants and animal sounds apparently had no effect on the Davidians, 
and the task force perimeter failed to prevent two outsiders from sneaking into the compound. 

Accordingly, tanks equipped with tear gas dispensers began knockiitg holes in the walls of the compound and inserting 
tear gas in an effort to force the occupants out The occupants, all equipped with gas masks, responded by opening 
windows to allow the high winds to carry the gas away. The substantial small arms fire they directed at the armored 
vehicles had no effect. 

At mid morning, task force vehicles continued to breach the compound walls and continued this activity until the 
beginning of the conflagration that consumed the structure and killed most of the occupants. 

The few Davidians who escaped the fire reported that tanks had run over containers of lantern fuel and upset a lamp, 
with'the resulting fire sweeping through the structure driven by the high winds and fed by flammable building 
materials. This version was repeated by each of the cultists who escaped. It does not appe!U' that they had opportunity 
to rehearse this story, as they were cal'tured separately. They steadfastly denied any suicide pact. 

Official word from the task forCe was that the Davidians had committed suicide by starting fires in at least three 
separate locations. Post mortem reports from DallaslFt Worth revealed that many of the men, women and children 
died from gunshot wounds of self-inflicted or obscure origin. Koresh and his key followers have all been positively 
identified. At this time (June 04, 1993) survivors are various1y housed in jail, charged with Conspiracy to Murder 
Federal Officers, or as material witnesses, in "halfway houses" as material witnesses, or have been released. The 
reasons that some witnesses are being held an inordinately long time and others released are occult One woman who 
had announced intentions of leaving the area was scheduled for release. When she changed her mind and decided to 
visit friends in the Central Texas area, her release was canceled. Other freed Davidians have left the state. 

THE INVESTIGATION 

The intensity of the fire destroyed all structures except the metal stand pipe and the concrete bunker at the base of the 
watchtower. It seems certain that the value of any recovered evidence is greatly compromised. To maintain the 
appearance of impartiality, an independent forensic medical team was called in for post mortem examinations of 



bodies, and the responsibility for collection of physical evidence has been turned over to the Texas RangerS. News 
reporters were early allowed on the scene to record their observations. 

THE ORIGINAL SEARCH WARRANT 

I have in hand the first page of "Search Warrant W93-15m, Western District of Texas," issued February 28, 1993, by 
United States Judge Dennis G. Green. I also have Attachment Sheet D, detailing concealed property believed to be on 
the premises covered. (Attachments A, B, and C are descriptions and photographs of the Mt. Carmel property.) 

The warrant orders the search of: ..... residence of Vernon Wayne Howell and others, Rt 7, Box 471 B, AKA: Mount 
Carmel Center, Waco, Mclennan County Texas, its appurtenances, vehicles, underground structures located on entire 
premises of the 77-acre compound." 
.. 

. . ~.,. 

ATTACHMENT "D": The Following Property is Concealed: 

A quantity of firearms, including but not limited to: An assortment of ARc15 rifles and AK-47 rifles, and parts thereof, 
along with a quantity of assorted machinegun conversion parts, machinery and implements used or suitable for use in 
converting semi-automatic weapons to fully automatic and for constructing destructive devices such as pipe bombs 
and homemade grenades, this machinery would include, but not be limited to, metal lathes and milling machines, 
.5O-caliber anti-tank rifle, Sten guns, grenade launchers, practice rifle grenades, practice hand grenades, various 
chemicals, including but not limited to, black powder and potassium nitrate, magnesium metal powder, metals in 
various forms, inert "pineapple" type hand grenades, pipe bombs and parts thereof, and other suitable casings of 
unknown descriptions which, when assembled, would be classified as destructive devices as those terms are defined in 
Section 5845 (b), and Section 5845 (0, Chapter 53, Title 26, United States Code, which are not registered with the 
National Firearms Registration and Transfer Record, Washington, D.C., as required by law, and documentary and 
computerized evidence of receipt, ownership and instructions for converting semi-automatic firearms into 
machineguns, and the construction of improvised explosive weapons, including computer hardware, peripheral 
equipment and software containing files and directories and the information thereon. This is to include any disks, 
manuals, .printouts and other assorted computer equipment." . 

So, ATF was looking for: (1) semi-autos converted to machineguns, (2) homemade bombs, a .50 caliber "anti-tank" 
rifle, destructive devices andlor the artifacts associated with the construction of any of the above - legal unless 
assembled. 

This list corresponds closely with the description of the arsenal I was given by local residents shortly after the raid. It 
appears that the A TF knew or suspected that the high order explosives, 50 caliber machineguns and military ordnance 

. widely posited by the press and trumpeted by Koresh; were not present One post standoff news report referred to a 
description given to the A TF which resembled a "British .52 Caliber Boys Anti-Tank Rifle," an item which would 
have been a destructive device because of the bore size. The description no doubt also fit the various legal Barrett .50 
rifles which were later found in the rubble. . 

RECOVERED ITEMS .. 
Texas Rangers reportedly found ~ ... a large quantity of machineguns," indicating that some were automatic and some 
were semi-automatic. They also recovered a quantity of grenade cases, some of which had been re-armed. The 
concrete bunker contained a quantity and variety of ammunition which the media reported at "one million rounds." 
Two Barrett Rifles were found. There have been no reports of high velocity explosives or military ordnance and the 
huge fireball which occurred shortly after the beginning of the fire was actually a propane cylinder exploding. 

A statement by a former Davidian alleged that Koresh had consulted with a California member about obtaining 
templates for making "grease gun" receivers out of metal tubing and setting up an operation to manufacture these 

. simple submachinguns at Mount Carmel. The manufacture of these weapons is quite feasible, but I have seen no 
reports of grease gun or Sten type weapons being found. 

A reporter on the media tour described "hand grenades lying everywhere" and rockets with "wicked looking fins." The 
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rockets were purchased from a hobby company in Oregon and were mOdelers' toys, incapable of carrying significant 
explosives. . 

MEDIA DEVELOPMENTS 

Although gun control advocates have largely turned to more current events to promote their cause, the events at Mount 
Carmel are sure to be recalled when the Administration presses for its gun control agenda. The push for gun control 
has been side-tracked by the fight over the budget, gays in the military, and other concerns. 

The Waco Tribune Herald remains staunchly anti-gun, but there has been an interesting side development. Roland 
Nethaway, the editorial writer who branded gun owners as "nuts and cultists," apparently moderated (however slightly) 
his original stance upon learning the breadth and depth of commitment which exists throughout the nation for the Bill 
of Rights, particularly the portion of Amendment I dealing with religious liberty, and Amendment II. He was 
particularly impressed when he learned of the size and success of the pro freedom Libertarian Party. 

An ATF agent injured in the initial raid has filed suit against the Waco Tribune Herald and an individual employee, 
alleging that a tip-off from the employee resulted in the violent response to attempts to serve the Federal Warrant. 

A British reporter who came to Waco during the Stand-off registered amazement at the existence of a Constitutional 
Bill of Rights, and criticized the United States for having such a thing. He reported to his home newspaper that 
Wacoans collect guns because there is nothing else there to buy, and called the community ..... a one horse town where 
the horse has died ... 

Cults in general have attracted the attention of the television news magazines, and they have learned that there are 
some two thousand of them in the United States. Some of them are heavily armed, and all of them espouse beliefs 
which (1) are shared by the larger community; (2) are rejected by the community, and; (3) are protected by the Bill of 
Rights unless and until accompanied by overt acts which constitute an immediate threat. 

Efforts by elements of the media and federal law enforcement to dismiss the individual members of these movements 
as mental defectives do not hold up under objective scrutiny. I have encountered several Davidians who, in the wake 
of the fire, displayed remarkable ingenuity and fortitude in putting their lives back together. Their apocalyptic beliefs 
and continued veneration of David Koresh are incomprehensible to me, but given their responses to personal tragedy, I 
cannot fault their mental processes or moral fortitude. 

The NBC In The Line of Duty movie about the standoff, completed well before the real life drama was over, aired late 
in May. This was a highly fictionized account of the events leading up to and immediately following the February 28 
raid. The leading actor closely resembled Vernon HowelllDavid Koresh, and the outside of the compound was 
realistic. Other details were essentially fiction. These included the sequence of events, the general topography, the 
character and actions of the composite Child Welfare worker, the character and actions of the Mclennan County 
Sheriff and his department, and the gun purchase related activity. This episode briefly elevated NBC to the top of the 
weekly ratings, a position that network almost never attains. 

CIVIL LmERTIES • 
In my first article about the Mount Carmel Stand Off, I referred to two pieces of legislation in the current session of 
the Texas Legislature. There was a bill banning a broad variety of semi-auto rifles. This was summarily killed in 
committee . 

. For the past six years, Texas has attempted to reform state gun laws to conform to the prevailing practice of a . 
significant number of otherwise law-abiding Texans, who have chosen to carry handguns for protection. Present law 
allows for lawful carry only by law enforcement officers, security guards, persons on their own property, traveling or 
engaging in lawful sporting activities. Even those in compliance with the letter of the law are subject to arrest, and may 
have to prove their innocence in court. 

Conversely, many individual police officers and district attorneys recognize the need for self-protection, and endorse 



Passage of a concealed carry law would protect good citizens from arrest, and provide for a base line of training in safe 
gun handling and prevailing laws pertaining to deadly force. This training alone would make the State of Texas a safer 
place for all of its citizens. 

The drive for a law which would allow the concealed carry of handguns by trained and licensed citizens stayed alive 
through the last day of the legislative session. It was overwhelmingly approved by both the Senate and the House of 
Representatives. reconciled and presented to Governor Anne Richards. 

After the Mount Carmel events. she had harderred her opPQsition to the BiII (HR 1776). promising a veto. The biII was 
modified and passed first as a Binding Referendum. then as a Non-Binding Referendum which would allow the voters 
to express approval or disapproval of the legislation upon the November election. The Governor contrived a delaying 
aCtion which prevented passage before the last day of the session. leaving no time for arr1lVer ride. Two'days after the 
legislative session ended. she held a Veto Party. much like the ceremony which accompanies the signing of a bill into 
law. She called the bill a "poll for the handgun interests." and said that it would cost Texans $60.000. 

This is the same Governor who openly supported a referendum in favor of state supported gambling with its 
accompanying crime and social problems. She has deprived Texans of the rightto vote on other important issues. and 
clearly considers her own judgement to be superior to that of the electorate which placed her in office. 

Look for the Concealed Handgun Bill to gain new life in 1995. when Texas elects a new Governor. 

THEATF 

The ATF is und«r close scrutiny with Justice Department attention focused upon questions about the propriety of the 
February 28 raid. The agency has had image problems for some time. and radical restructuring is expected. Points 
currently under investigation include: . 

(1) IJ.tconSistencies about whether the media was informed in advance of the raid. Obviously. area news agencies were 
aware of the impending raid, and influenced the course of events. Dallas television stations report being informed of 
the impending action and being advised to stand ready. 

There have been several allegations of sexual harassment and retaliation by female agents of A TF. Some of the 
putative victims report physical attacks and death threats. All say that the Mount Carmel raid was designed as a media 
event to restore the public image of the agency. 

(2) Questions about why Koresh was not arrested away t)'om the Compound. avoiding the raid all together. 

Early official reports indicated that Koresh had stopped leaving the Mount Carmel property about a month before. 
These claims are refuted by local residents. who report meeting him in a Waco beer joint the night of February 27. 
1993. . 

Agency claims of plans for mass suicide or an attack on waeo citizens have been consistently denied by survivors and 
other local Davidians. 

Justice Department inquiries are not examining the activities of the Joint Task Force after the initial raid. Federal 
activities under the FBI had full oversight by the Attorney General. 

Since the passage of the Gun Control Act of 1968. the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms has been an agency 
with an identity crisis. Technically a police agency. the ATF must frequently resort to military tactics to reach its 
objectives. The goals and tactics of police and military are quite different. Technically. ATF is a police agency with the 
duty to enforce laws. preserve evidence. and abide by due process. but the agents have also received considerable 
training from military specialists with the emphasis on winning battles. 

The agency is subject to the changing and sometimes ambiguous expectation of the political power structure. 



There is talk of placing the ATF directly under the Attorney General or a Federal Gun Control Czar, bringing all " 
federal police agencies under one directive. This is an eventuality which would pose grave threats to personal liberty_ 

GUN OWNER REACTION 

There is an awakened and often expressed realization that our anti-gun public officials live in a different world than 
we do, regard our opinions with contempt, and consider our safety to be secondary to their conceptions of an ofderly 
society, 

In recent months, membership in the National Rifle Association has grown at an unprecedented rate. This is largely in 
response to the election of an administration that is openly hostile to private ownership of arms. While attending the 
NRA Annual Meeting in Nashville, Tennessee, I learned that Central Texas is the largest single source of new 
members. 

Area NRA members are taking a more active role in the fight to preserve the Second Amendment intact. A "Friends of 
NRA" banquet is scheduled for June of 1993. Area sportsmen who have been historically indifferent to legislative 
affairs are now openly supporting the Handgun Permit Bill, and expressing their views in public and to elected 
officials. Voting in run-off elections has increased, with citizens turning out to repudiate the anti-gun governor, her 
political agenda and her political appointments. 

The tragic outcome of the Mount Carmel incident assures the Stand Off a place in the public consciousness for many 
decades to come. Central Texans can now go about their business without encountering massed troops and road 
blocks. The media have folded their tents and gone home. On Friday, June 4,1993, Vernon Wayne Howells, AKA 
David Koresh, was buried in a private ceremony somewhere near Tyler, Texas. The grave is unmarked, and will 
remain so. 

Officers of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms have said farewell to their fallen comrades and returned to 
Mount Carmel, each to find some personal resolution of the events that took place there and that continue to unfold in 
the highest corridors of government. 

Hopefully, time and reason will give us all the perspective to deal with the issues raised by this tragic episode in our 
history. . 

World-Wide-Web html format by 
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Waco 

Ouestions for Congress About "Waco". The Committee for Waco Justice has distributed this list of questions to 
congress concerning the massacre at Waco, Texas. 

The Waco Affidacit. This is a transcript of the affidavit used by the BATF in order to obtain a search warrant of 
the Brand Davidian compound in Waco, TIC 

Waco JulY Instructions. This is a transcript of the instructions issued to the jury by the Judge during the Waco 
trial. It is a 67 page instruction! ~.,. 

"The Aftermath of Mount Carmel," by Mike Cumpston, as printed in U.S. Gun magazine, October 1993. This 
paper describes the A TF raid and the reactions from all sides to the raid. 

"Assault on Waco," by Kevin S. Van Horn, as printed in The American, February 1994. A referenced study of th 
events of the Waco raid. 

"The Massacre of the Branch Davidians." by Carol Moore of the Committee for Waco Justice. This article may 
be the most complete summary of the Waco raid, as well as the history of the Davidians, 

"Is a Search Warrant Your Death Warrant?" by Larry Pratt, as printed in Guns & Ammo, in November, 1993. 
This article talks about the raid and the ramifications it has on the future of the American public. 

"The Branch Davidian Trial," by Egon Richard Tausch. This article describes parts of the court trial of the 
Branch Davidians. A rather frightening read at that. 

• 
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Waco: A Massacre 
~." '" 

and Its Mtermath 
Dean M. Kelley 

J 

Back in the late 19205 the finger of God toudlcd 
Victor HouteU, and he left the Orthodox Church 

of Bulgaria to join the Seventh.cJay Advmtisu. In 
1929 he moved to California, where, though not 
approved by the main body of Sevouh~y Adven­
tism, he gained a following with his preaching. He 
and.his followen moved to Texas in 1935 to found a 
community called ,Mt. Cannel in order to follow 
Houteff'1 teacbings without.disttacdon from dIdr 
neighbors and the mainstream of society. 

HoutcH died in 1955 without seeing the coming Of 
the mjJJenn;um that be had ~ His wife, Flo­
rence-suc:c.:eding him as leader of the group, whidl 
called itself the "Davidian Sevauh~y Adventists"­
announced that the new era would begin on April 22. 
1959. About nine hundred people across the cowury 
sold lheir homes and movec1 to Me.. ClUDld near 
Waco to await the end (throwing a com~derable 
burden on the public welfare progr.un of McClennan 
County). When the date came and went and norhing 
happened. most or thedisappainted adberents drift· 
ed away. About fifty remaineo:!, however, and mc:rved 
to a New Mt. Carmel about teD miles from Waco. ' 

The next year leadenbip devolved on Ben Roden. 
who called his [onowing "Brandl Davidians" to dI&­
tinguisb it from another group mat continued the 
plain "Davidian· stnmd. After his ~ his wife 
Lois led the group, ttavelJng and meeting with for­
eign heads of state in the effort to sprcadthe me.sage. 
A£u:r her death a &auggle took place between ~ IOD,. 
geoxge.. and a relauv.e newcomer to the group, 
Vernon HowelL She ac:tually bad fawred VerDOIl u 

DL\If M. Jtzu.zy U CoImIdtIr "" ~ LtI~ Jar W 
NalioMl Cmmdl 0/ Churdtu. H. if 1M iMtAM o/Whr eoa.-. 
vacivc O1urdles Me Growiug (1m), Why CIuudI£s Sbould 
Not Pay 'lUes (1971), end 'I1I.e Law of Church eel State u. 
America UortAloming ITOm GrMlVOOll Pr-J. 

ber'Na:essor, bqc George remained in COQtrol of the 
colony, so Vemoo. moved to Palescinc (Texas), taking 
with him those among the faithful who acccptcd hie 
rather than GeoJge as their prophet. 

George cballenged Vernon to a duel in 1987 to 
~ 'which was the 'INc Pmphet. 'lbe Conn of the 
duel was to sec who could bring baa to We a long. 
dead Davidian whoscc:asket walrexhumed by Roden.. 
Howell declined the c:hallenge and complai.ned to 
authorities about the exhumation. When they 
demanded proof, IWwdl and seven armed followen 
stole iDw the Mt. Carmel premises to photograph the 
co£fin. Roden caught them. and a gwUight broke out. 
All eight of the Branch Davidians were uied for 
attempted murder. Se\-en were acquitted, and 

,/ Howell'I trial ended in a hung jUl'}'. He was never 
retried. 

22 

George Roden did not prosper at Mt. Carmel. He 
lose mon of his follcrwen, wCD1 into debt, and rented 
out some of the ramsbac:k'le buDdings to non·Davidi­
an teDanrs, Indnding two drug traffickers. Roden 
was jailed for aUt monilia for writing threatening let­
ccrs to a jUdge" and duriug that time ~ gained 
tide: to Me. Carmel by paying off Pxteen years of 
delinquent taxes. In i989 Roden murdered allD3Jl 
with an axe and was committed to a mema1 inttiru­
lion, where he remains-though he did escape 
brleO.y In 199!-ancl' Howdl'. followers, in appre­
bension chat'Roden would mum to attack them, 
maintained an armed vfgilance against that threat 
(andothen). , 

,D. 

Early in 1990, Vernon Hawdlleplly changed his 
name to ~ Eoresh." after the Hebrew King 

~vid (protolyp!= of the mesPah) and the Purim 
EiDg Cyrus (who freed the Jew& from Babylonian 
captivity). He was not the fir,t to chOO&C the latter 
name. In 1869, Cyrus R. Teed cbangcd his name to 
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-Koresh." taught that he wu the messiah. and wrote 
comnlentaries on the Seven Seals of the Book of Reve­
lation. He drew a following of "'Korcshians." but was 
killed in Florida in 1906 during a violent encounter 
with a marshal 

When HowelljoiDed. the Branch Davidiaru in 1981. 
he WlII nol a prepossessing figure. nlegitimate. 
dysleldc, a 5tutterer. a high $Chool drop-out. obsessed 
with can. guIlI. and rock IDuUc, he was described by 
one colI1lDerttator as "a tearful, insecure. pesky young 
man." He was abo intelligent, articulate, mechani­
cally adepc, a capable guitarist, and the posse5$Or o£ 
an immense store of memorized passages of Scrip­
ture. Sometime in the mid-1980s. the finger of God 
touched him. and within a few years he had matured, 
lost his 5peech deCect. and alwwn an amavag ability 
to enlin followers attracted to his Blb~ued vision 
and his ability to artic-.Jlate it. He was adept at string­
ing together phrases Erom P&a.Ims, R.eve1ation, and 
some of the more obscure ~ of the Prophets to 
form an intricate DeW prophecy of imminent 
Armageddon-with bimself in the leading role of the 
"Lamb of God. .. His followers came to accePt him as 
a voice of authority. 

So penuasive \¥as bi5 mCAage that be drew con­
vertl (mostly Seventh-day Adventists) from many 
,tates and foreign countries. He also showed bimself 
a able organizer. rebuilding New Mt. Cannel from 
a scattering of sha.cb into a rambling frame structure 
of severa.l floors combining chapel. residence, gym­
nuium. water and watch rowers, tbmado shelter. 
swimming pool. ad utility space. He Jed in develop­
ing scvcral commm:ial ventures for the finandng of 
the community. including repairing and retooling 
automobiles and selling guns. &.mnluuition vestl, 

/hunting camouflage, and ornamental (empty) hand 
_ grenades at gun shawl arouud the state. 

David Kotesh inherited a mi11ennia1 view from 
Houteff andlhe Rodem, along with their authoritar­
ian style of leadenhip. His message focused on the 
deooding of cryptic apocalyptic passages (6uchuthc 
Seven Seals of the Book of Rew.Iation) that lie under­
.toad 10 refer to the present: the ~ of God'~ 
wID into humau history was about 10 occur, with a 
cnsmic struggle between good. and evil; the forces of 

II 
evil would be concentrated in tile Fe&eJlt center of 
earthly power. the government of the United Stalc$. 

. whose Babylonian mfght wouId be brought to bear 
against the Lamb lUld his Elect. 

But the Lamb was not &oing to submit meekly to 
the Babylonians. Tbe Battleof.J\rmageddon must be 
waged with maximum c££or, by the faithful to draw 
down the heavenly host and bring in the City of God. 
To that end Hawe11 attomulated arms £or his follow· 
en,possiblycven beyoQd the ~ norms of gun 
ownership inTcxas Or the needI of the i:un trade. He 
was stimulated in that ~r by a curious and 
seemingly unrelated event, described in the chronolo­
gy of a POStmortem report by the U.S. 'neasury 

Department a. followa: 

March 5·9, 1992 - Local law cnEorcement con· 
duct SWAT training near [Mt. Carmel]. David 
Korcm .•• reaCuJ?~ 1) bringing bacJc members 
from CaJ.ifomia and England; 2) making large 
purcbaac& oEweapoa partS; 5) acquiring cheJPi· 
cals which can be used to m.ake explosivt'S: 4) 
purcbaUng night vUion acopes and sensors; 
and 5) accumulating large 5Upp~S of ammuni. 
tion. . .. 

2! 

In other words. Koresh saw this three-day epi.$odc 
of noisy police maneuven within ear-range of Mt. 
Carmd as brazen intimidation by the BabyloniaIu, 
and be responded wilh atrong de£ensiYe measures. 

e very measures, in tum. brought hlm to the 
If.UA~i.on of fcdmllav.thorities. who might otherwise 

ot ~ been- much interested in an obscure little 
ect out on the plaiDs .ofTexas. 

One other feature of the teaching of Koresh was 
pertinent to.dle unfolding ·of events. He dis­

cerned in ICVCaI scriptural pasl3ges, especially- the 
Forcy.fifth Psalm. the implicatiOll that the Lamb 
IbouJd be UDitecl with the "king's daughters,· "hon. 
ourable women.· -virgins," to beget ·children. 
~ilom thou mayest make prlncc$ in all the earth. .. 
His undentanding .(which came to· be shaicd by his 
followers) Will that only the seed of the Lamb was 

\ I 
pure. and. that tI!.e Lamb alone should. beget the chil­
drenWboWOuldrWe. the world in the coming age. To 
that end. Xoresh was accorded exclusive marital 
rightS 10 all 0[ the women in the Community, and 
their husbands (if they were married) relinquished 
such rights to Koresh because of their belief that he 
correaly understood the divine will AT. a result. by 
1995 Xoresh was the father 0[ more than a ciozl:ll 
youDg cbiJdren by several women in addition to-his 
legal wife. Rachel Jones (daughter of a long-time 
Davidian, Perry Jones). 

Perhap$ undeut .... dably, this led to lOme aiticism 
!rom. outsiden, inspired by dfsaffected ex,.memben 
who comp~ to the authorities about -chili 
abuse. - A Dine"week investigation in 1992 by thf 
Texas Jhueau of CbiJd Protective Service&, howI:ver, 

1 found no mdeDce of-iUch abuse. DiscipUne of chil­
dren docs ap~ to have been strict at Mt. Carmel. 

. and Koresh sometimes paddled young children 
&CVCl'ely for infractioDs. But the children who were 
examined by -Texas authorities :were foWld 10 be 
healthy. we1l-adjuatcd, and DOll-traumatized. Those 
pictured ()Q a videotape with Xm·esh made during 
the siege lCC'Ded £oDd of him and U113pFehensivc.: 

New rdigious ~ often have unconven­
tfoDal marital arrangements as, for instance. the 
·complex marriage- of the nineteenth-century 
Oneida Commwiity, in which all the women were 

. manied to all the men. but bad to have the approval 
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of John Humphrey Noyes to consummate conjugal 
relations. (If any couple became too au ached, he 
would send CIle or the other off to an outpost in 
Wallingfonl, Connecticut, to get over it.) WhateVer 
the anangements were at Mt. Carmel, they were pan 
of a project of -soteriologiaI proCreation- (the term 
used by Lawrence Sullivan of Hanard. ODe of the 
~ent'& chosen commentators 00 the lederal 
reports about Waro), and it was a collective project­
one joined in by the religious commuDity as aD 
undertalcing to treasure, husband, and disseminate 
the pure seed of the prophet as a precious rcsoutce for 
raWog up the heirs of the DeW KiDgdom. It did Qat 
necessarily seem to be -abWC- to those who experi. 
enced iL One account appearing in Newsweek put it 
this way: 

To many girls being chosen by Korcsh was aD 
bqnor they eagerly sought. Korcsh '"wouldn't 
do it unless you WlIIUedit, - says Jeanine Bunds, 
51 ...• -It wam't about sex, but he wu a very 
appealing, sexual person. ••• - He ilist lowd the 
idea of womanhood ••• and he made you f«l 
spccial. •.• A uniOn with Korcsh was spiritual, 
says Robyn BUIlds. wbo met with Koresh when 
she was ~ and slept with him when Ihe 
was seventeen. ••• -He's pczfect, ;md he's going 
to fathtt your dWdren. What more can you ask 
ror?- . 

m 

A 5 the government told the story in rcuolPcct. iu 
.l"l.. attention was drawn to lhe Branch DaVidians 
ne~ Waco in May 1992. when a' driver for United 

. Pattel Service reponed that a carton for delivery to 
Mt. Carmel had broken open to reveal a shipment of 
(inert) ~ greuadea. The incident wu.reported to 
the Waro &heriff's office. which notified the offic:e of 
the fed&al Bureau of Alcohol, Tobatto, ;and F'ue­
arms in AtistiI1. An agent named Davey Aguilera was 
assigned. to investigate, and by tracing·Ups inwices 

M
~ co~pned a list of $43,000 worth of guos,. gun J?U'S, 

r gun kits, grc:nacfe· hulls. black powder. chemic:ala, 
fuses. and ammuoitioo. He amtacted former mem­
bers of the reJiPnu ~p f~ fo£ormatiOIl about its 

f
: ctivities and Wl'Ote a rcpon in·whJch aIlegatiODl of 
; child sexUal abwe figured prominently (though that 

, was not a matter within the jurisdiaion of thll federal 
\ agency). ". 

The agency's interest lagged in mld-l992 until a 
televiaion pIOgiam OIl sexual buasmlent within " 

llJ:F threatened to impair the agency's pIO$pect5 at . 
Cougrcssionalliudget hearings in March 1995. P~ 

'. hap' in search of good prC$$, &he agency began m 
~mber to plana maiornid OIl the Brauch~­
ans. A warrant for the ar.rest of Vernon Howell and a 
warrant Cor the search of hfs property at Mt. Carmel 
COl' illegal firearms were obtained (both based on an 

FmsrTtUHCS 

affidavit hastily put together by Aguilera). Alter 
usCIllbling a large number of agents and rchearling 
(or several daY5, the ATF launched iu raid on a 
Sunday mqpling, February 28. 199!l, in what it 
described. as a -.d.yzwoi<; entry. -

,,-,he -dynamic" part of the ~rJ.try was impaired, 
.1. however, by the loss of the elemeru of su."rue. 

On tbe moming of the raid, several CODVcrging lines 
moved towani clOlUlC. A. mile-long convoy ol cighry 
government vehicl;;s'''Wilh' their beadlighu on. 
iDcluding two -:~ cattle trailers COZltajn:ng OVC' 
seventy ATE agents in full SWAT gear, readled. the 
~ area at Bellmead on the e:dge: of Waco at 7:!O 
AoN. 'IWo helicoptcn mpplied by the Texas National 

. Guard warmed up at tbe: command c:enter at 1he 
Texas State Technical College airport' twelve r:nib 
away. Robert ~ an undercover IJ.'F agent 
who had -lofiltr:ated- the Davidians (but was suspect­
ed by them of being a plant), 'entered the residence to 
join the motninIf Bible study. . " 

The media abo began to circle around. The da,y 
before, a cameraman for a Waco tdevUion station 
bad been told by an ambulance dispau:hcr that the 
ATF bad asked them to have three ambulances on 
IWldb)' for Sunday morning. A pazamedic had also 
told him dlat -something ~ was going to happen 
over the weekend. Editors &om the Waco nihtme 
Hnttld drove by the TSTC airpon :u:ullaW military J 

aircraEi clustered there. By Sunday moniiog nine 
reporters had been" assigned to sCOut the scene 
around Nt. carmel One of . them got !oat and asked 
diuctioas fiom a local maj1maa, to whom heCOllfid­
ed that some kind of Jaw epfurcemeDt actino was 
about to take place at Mt. Cannel. After they parud. 
the mailman-David Jones. who happened to be 
David Korcah's brother·in-law-hcaded £or the ren· 
~ to give the alarm. His father. Perry Jones, 
caDed Koresh out of the Bible study to tell him what 
David JODeS had learned. . 
. When he r'CCUrneCl to the Bible .tudy group. David 
XDresh was visibly upset. He evlaimed to Rodriguez, 
-Neither the KrF nor the National Guard will ever 
get me. They got me 0QCe. aDd they'll never Jet me 
again.~ He walked 10 the: window .aDd lookld out. 
aayiag, ""I1Iey're coming, R,oberL The time has 
come.. ~ ahaid that the raid was about to 
begin while be was .dIl OIl the pn:misc:s, made the 
crcuse that he had to leave for a breakfast.appoim. 
DlCDt. Eomh &book hands with him aDd said, -Good 
1w:k. Robert. - R.odriguc:z hturied'to notify the raid 
exxom""d ..... thai Koresh knew they were coming. 
'Ibcy askm If be bad seeD my signs of ahrm or guns 
beingcUstributed, 8nd he said no. They decided that 
If they rushed to Mt. Carmel, they could still make 
the attack before the residents were mobilized. 

That ~ Uout 9:00 AoM. The convoy gOt uw!er 
way and arrived about a hall hour later. Meanwhilto., 
the hcllc:opters that were scheduled to create a diver· 
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rion in the rear of the residence 10 the approach oCthc 
catde trailers filled with agenu would not be noticed 
w~ late in arriving. They did DOt come by, the Trea­
aury report asserted, uutil the caule trucks were 
pulling into the yud. 100 late CO create a diver&ion or 
for the raid to be aborted. In anyevcot. the raid Com­
mander. were aut of radio coatact at the time and not 
available CO change the pIam. 

So evenu; Wl1'o1&d. The two unmarked owle trail· 
en drew up in froilt, of the buildinp at ML Carmel 
and disgorged. more than Ievmty agent£ dressed in 
dark commando COSIWDcS (mmplete with sid masks) 
and carrying guns, who raced toward the buildings in 
scvc:r.U groups. 'shouting and-at some, point-shoot­
ing, David Koresh, unarmed. opened the fmnt door 
before they rcacbed it and called, -what do yoU want? 
There's women and children in herd-ne lead agent 
claimed CO have ydlcd. -Policel Get down'- or lOme 
such cry, and Korcsh closed the door. Shortly there­
after h~ firing broke out fIom both Iidts. (Who 
fired first. and at what. remains a matter of sharp dis­
pute.) Two teams of KrF agents with ladder. mount· 
ed to the roof of the lint floor and bloke into windows 
of the second floor where they believed the weapons 
were stored. TbC'f met with heavy fire. which resulted 
in sever.U ca.rualti.es. ODe team did DOt make an entry, 
but the other did. Iu members were not able to 
advance, however, and the effort failed. Fuixlg contin­
ued from both sides for some time. with the agents 
pinned down bc:bind theirvehides and other cover 
until a cease-fire was negotiated. 

A few aW:tUtel alter the raid began. one' of the 
Davidians. Wayne Martin, a Halv.ud-traincd lawyer 
well-regarded. in Waco, c:alled the emergency number 
911 and reached the Sberifl'l office in Waco, where he 
was heard,(and~) to ay out, '"Ihere are sev­
enty-five men azound our building and they're shoot­
ing at usl Tell 'em thMe are children and women in 
here and to caJ1 it om- This message and variants 
thereof were repeated off anel on £or an hour as the 
sheriffs office aicd to ~ thelJF aad put them h 
lOuch with Martin. Eventually a cease-fire was 
a.n2J:I8Cd. anel the Jq:F lUXh'Ued ~ bodi~ of four 
killed,and a numher'of'WOUDded ageph and with­
drew to a safe disWlee to repou:;. They milled 
around in ~OD because tbry had DO fall-back 
plan £or such c:ondDgeucies Ill! failure. 

The Branch DavidiaDs bad suffered cuwildes as 
well. Perry Joaes. David Korc:sh's father-in-law, who 
was standing bchUld him in the foyer when he 
opened the door, was shot. Xoresh was hit in the 
hand anellide. WiDstOD Blab: was killed at one end of 
the bUilding wbile JaydeaQ Wendel was 1tillecl at the 
other, hut as' she finished DUlSinc her baby. Peter 
Gent was shot and Idlled on the wate:rfQWer. Peter 
Hipsman was hie inaidC the house. (Ie may be that one 

~ 
,of the Branch Davidians-presumably with Koresh'5 

ermission-ldlIed Perry Jones and Peter Hipunan ie: PUt them out of their pain.) Several Davidians hur· 
, ' 

GE:-;EI\"\L cor~SEL 

rytng 10 ML Carmel £rom a warehouse called the 
Mar Bag several miles away Were intercepted by KIT 
agents. One was killed-Michael Schroeder-and one 
was captured, while one got away. 

-,~ 

n next d~ FBI rept2ced the ATF as the 

r~~k~~~= 
experi~'i!l~~~dM siegeopcrations.. 
The FBI esiiJilliii.ed a containment pciimCter around 
the Mt. Camie1 building., cut off all telephone: or 
other comm.mic:atioos acept with its own. negotia­
torS, and settled ~ 10 a patieuc prr.x:ess of trying to 
talk the DavidianI out of their home (termed a -ClJm­
pound- or even a -fortress- in federalesel. This con­
sisted of hours of listeuiDg CO David ICoTCSb expound 
his doctrines to deepy negotiaton sttUggling to 
follow his ahifdnc scriptural rciercllces in their. 
Gideoo bibles. His exposition relied heavily on an 

, AdVCllti$t ;md mjl]cnnia1j~t 9OCabulary" Of obscure 
biblical allusUms. each followed by a veIbal nudge­
'"Right?- or -CorTt::.::d--that only deepened the 
&genu' bewWL!!"menL Occasionally a negotiator 
would uy to get a word in about the possibility of 
-c:omingou<. • but they were more heavily outgunned 
in theverbal ~in the artillery exchaage. 

After a week or so of this exercise in what the feder­
al parricipanu began CO refer CO as "Bible babble.- the 
FBI leadership on the scene crew impatient and 
began to use prasure taetics that tended to ~cut 
the negotiators' efforts.. During the first week of w. 
siege twenty-one dU1dren and tWo elderly women did 
come out. (I1Ie twO women were immediately band­
cuffed,. shadJed, and charged with murder. Negotia­
tors per.:'..aac1ecl the prosecutors to bade off a bit. and 
the Qarges were withdrawn, but the women were 
hl:lcl as ,-macuial wibJe.ues- anyway.) In the' ensuing 
two weeki twelve .ddiricmal adulu came aut (-exited 
the com.pOund,.- as the ~jargon put it>,.butcach 
sum departure seaDed to be pUDishccl by an maeasc 
In prcssme tactia First the electricity was cumed oU 
oYemight by the FBI for.everal clays and then turned 
off permanenrly. After &eYeJaladults hael come aut o~ 
Much 21, the FBI announced that it would dear thl 
gIOUDd around the buildings. buDdoz~ automo­
biles, pc:arts. popane tanks, and other Obstade&­
that stood in the way. That evening the fBI began 
playing very loud tnuSie over the public address 
system. Several tUnes the Davidians asked over the 
phone that it be ~ off. About mic:lnitht Eoresh 
announced angrily dial bu:ause of the loud music no, 
ciac else would c:.cQleOUL 

A few nights beer huge floodllghts were turned on ~ 
the buildings and ~eCOrCUngS of Tibetan c:h2nts, 
Christmas m~ the cries of rabbits being slaugh­
tered, anel other ~ sounds were dinned into 
the residence, desicnM to make sleep impOssible for 
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those within. Be(llUllng. March 29, tWO .'torneys 
retained by rdativ';$ ot lu .. ~esh and his licuteIWU, 
Steve Schneider, we.r e P~a'"":ted to meet with them at 
the door of Mt. Cannel. ~~ater they were allowed to 
amsult with them :4d(y,r'l for ~ hours and to 
talk with them by phoue without federal mooilor­
ing. During the lim W(:ek of April me &aach David­
iaw were ob5elviIJE; l'u$over, and negotiations were 
at a standstill. SwdDg OQ AprlllO, the FBI began 
laying luge coiL of I'UOr-shaTp concertim wire 
around the buil<liDgs to dose lhc perimeter more 
securely (two zr.m-°aduh males- in Eederalese-had 
"snudc""--a1s<> federalcse-into the buildiDgs during 
the precedir.g peiiod). They also fired °flash·baugI­
(disttac:tior. grenades) at anyone who cat4e out of the 
buildinr.. for any purpose other than mneuder. 

Thro ..ghoUl the atcge, the FBI approached the 
build!.1tS only in armored vehidcs-DiDe Bradley 
figt.Ung vehicle'S, five combat engineering vehicles, 
r;le rlDk retricYal whic:Ie. and two Abrams tanb. 
Duril'.g the filty-oae dal'l of the siege. the Branch 
Davidialu made forty-<lne rcquclta of:the FBI (for 
D1ilk, typewriter nbbon, batteries, etc.). of which 
twcruy-five were granted. With the milk c:anon.s and 
other ddivcriCs. the FBI dipped in cIectronic listen­
iDgdcvices thatgavethcmapartiaJ undentanding'of 
what was goiDg CD inside. Toward the end of Man:b 
thc FBI began to c:oosicier the possibili~ of 0inserting 
tear gas- into me 6Uildliiii ft)forcee resiCJentne-

1 

come out n o&i' ib2c:bods did DOt succeed. This 
exPCdfent was eventually presented to the Attorney 
GeneraL Janet Reno, and after consideration and 

, consultation with the Presidenr. she approved it. 

I ronically. jwt as the Cederal government was aban­
doning hope of • pcaceful solution, there opened 

up the pom'bility of such an outcome. Early in the 
siege. Kor~h had pmmised to come ~t if his mes­
sage could be sited on natiooal media: he prepared 
an hour-l00g audiota~ that was broadcast Ioeal1y. 
but not (he dafroed> Datiooally. Tho achoIan of 
apocalyptic religion. Phil Arnold, o£the Rmaion 
Institute ill HoustoD, and James nbor, of the UDi· 
vetsity of North Cuolina, Itudied the tixoadcast and 
believed lCoresh c:ould be: reuoned with if 
approached within his own fmme of reEuCucc. A!rJ:z 
several fub1e dfons to persuade the FBI to let them 
try. they arranged with RoD Engleman, host of a 
radio taIk maw on XGBS (to which the Davidians 
regularly listened). for a half-hour'sunintemlpttd 
plea to David 1toresh to rethink his understanding of 
the F'Utb. SW (Rt:vdation 6:9-11), whir;h he believed 
to be unfolding at Me. CaruteL 

In the teXt. the souls of the faithful who have been . 
slain fot the word of God cry 0U1 to God. "How lcmg . 
before thou wilt ••• avenge oar bJood1- 'Ibey me .. 
given white robes and told to ·orest for a little season· . 
until the number of their fellow 5erVaDts who have 
been killed lIS they have been should be complete. 

The Sixth Seal that follow. bri.nlP abo'~' the desttuc­
tiou of l)!!maillcind Arnold and Tabor in their ndio 
colloquy sought to persuade Ko.cm that the term 

, ttan&lated °a little season- r.:.eant in the original 
Greek (chroMSl'lpod o~ as much as a year. ~ 
iDg time for KotUh to cOmplete his work before the 
SlxIh Seal su~ Xoresh apparently acrepted 
thi5 idea. for aD chI; day after Pusovu he sent out a 
~tter via his lawyer sayiqg lhat God bad permitted 
him to explain -in ~Ired form the docoded =­
aages of the Seven ;~ and 'that upon completioo 
of that task he would StUTcnder. 

"Ibe FBI saw this as jwlt another in a lang series d 
dda)'ing tacticsaxxlwent ahead with their plans to 
use tear gas. They did send in writing materials. 
however, on Sunday. April 18, and Xoresh worlcid 
most of !hat night dictating to R.uth Riddle. who 
typed his words OIl a battery.powered word proces­
sor. He completed a five-page introduction to the 
Seven· Seals. a poem. of thineen quatrains. and a 
seven-page expo$ition of the Yust SeaL At that rate,. 
Amold IUId Tabor have estDnated, he ,houl~ ha~ 
completed the task in two or tfJree weeb. 

But he did DOt get the chance. The next morning 
the FBI gas assault began. and David Koresh must 
have condudcd that his original scenario of immi· 
DtIlt destruction was correct. R.um Riddle barely 
escaped the ensui.ag fire with her life-and a small 
computer disk in her po&ct. Late ill 1993 her attor­
ney was able to recover that disk &om the FBI and 
turned it over to Arnold and Tabol", who with her 
belp carefully traiLscribed iL It is a systematic expIa­
aatioa of Koresh's apocalyptic vision, ending wim 
an intimation of a readiness to "come ou~ of seclu­
sion adapted from words of the prophet Joel (2:16). 

-x.ct the bridegroom go forth £rom his c:ham­
her, and. the bride Out of her closet.- Yes. the 
bride is definitely to be revealed for we know 
that Christ is in the Heavenly Sanm1llJY antici­
pating Ria Marriage ofwhicb God has spoken.. 
Should we not eagerly ourselves be ready to 
accept this truth a:J.d come out of our closet and 
be revealed to the world as those who lo-fe 
. Christ in truth andrigh~ess? , 

Arnold ami 'I8bor poim out that this writUlg-
uagicaJly truncated as it is-made dear that Kotesh 
did DOt consider himself to be Jesus Christ or God as 
lOme have suppOsed. The term -Chris~ is the Greek 
~,of ~ Hebrew word for -messiah,· mean­
jug -anointed.· as high priests and kings were 
anointed for their office.. Later the pmpheta spoke of 
a lpedfic and ideal messiah-one who would be a 
"Bf!UIdi of David--who would bring peace to the 
nations. Emesh believed lhal Jesw of loiazareth ~ 
that Christ" but that another "Chris~ would appe;u­
at the end of time and open the Seven Seals, and that 
he was that latter ChrisL 



06:09.95 18:2~ !f9 202 622 2882 GE~'ER~L COr:-;SEL 

· . r . MAy''''' 
~ April 19, 1994, th,e FBI began at 6:00 A.M. 10 endemic ov~ the past decades because of news {~-

27 

:-
) 

1 
J 

v()~pray a riot-contwl agent, CS, ineo the build- rures and talk dww$ focusing on Jones·.JWn, the Ceol-
ings of Mt. Carmel by means of twO heavy COtllbat lower~ of R.ev. Moon, "J{rishIw," an'! Scieutologists, 
Engineering Vehicles (CEVs) equipped with long An organized and articulate torp~ of cult critics !:ad 
booDlS ending in spray nomes. In order eo injca this grown up during tliis.P.giod purporting to mow 
substance into the lhin&' quarters, the timJcs broke what -culu'" are all about (though aaually ~ing 
iuto the frame waJh at scveral points. The original very liule·about the histcry or dynamics of religion). 
plan w.u to continue slow spraying over forty-dglu AI. Waco the anr1<ul~ movement was much in evi-
hours unless the residents -compromised'" the dence. uttering st.up cries ahouc··mind tontro!'" and 
process by resisting. As the tanl:s approached. the nu "child abuse'" to aU who would lUten (who were 
insisted, "'l"hU is not an assault! No one will enter the many because of the lack of other sources of intorma-
Compound. Do DOt fire weaponsl'" Neverthclcu, the dao). One of the moatactivc, a deprogrammer named 
rcsidenl& did not meeldy submit eo this treatmeJlt. but· Rick Ross, claimed to ha~ been advising the govern-
fired back at the tanks (without effect on their heavy ment about the Branch Davidians because be had 
armor). 'Ibia temerity c:auscdthe FBI to shift to Plan deprogrammcd one of them.. He had put the investi-
B, which involved the immediate spray of all the gu gating ATF acem in conlACt with cx..memben in 
as fast as pos&ible. N:o one came out. however. 1992, who contributed lome of the questionable 

Around noon, fire broke out at several poinu information on which.the origUW affidavit was 
and-in the brisk thirty-mile-an-hour wind~uiddy based. 
enveloped the frame -fortreSs.- At 12:1S the FBI Thegisto£tblSdefiDition~f-thNitua.tion\\'asthat 
called the fire department. Fire trucks arrived at the cult leader (XDresh).was a manipulator-wbo had 
12:S4 P.w., but were held at the FBI checkpoint tridced or enuanced a bunch of \'Ulnerable people 

I 
"bccausc of the danger of gunfire. - By the time they into mctUal captivity where they fed his lust for 

'/ reached the fire at 12:41 P.M., there ~ little to be sal- ~, women, and power, and that these victims 
vageci NizJc: residents left the buildings during the should be rescued &om lheir captivity-which lit 
fire, some suf£ering serious bums. They were arrest- well with the FBI belief that they faced a typical 
cd. manaded, and held for triaL ) host.age-resa1e situatioD in which a clever COIl-man 

Afte.r the ruins had cooled, the forces of law I was holding j O llOCCDt victiJns as shields. These cllar-/I M 
enfOl'CCmenl combed the site for evidence md subse- acterizatious marched poorly the reallty of a band of H 
quentIy bulldozed cbe grounds "for hcaIth reasons. - adllla; whmtarily and devotedly Jollowiug a vision-

. Remahu of some seventy-five bodies were recovered ary they thought touc:hed by the finger of God. 
and examined by the Tarra.o.t County Medical Exam- • . 
iJier's Office in Fort Worth. The magnitude of the dis- V 
aster and the obscurity of its cawes and its handling· 
by the federal agencies led to demands for inve&tiga- some five months after the fire two voluminous 
don and explanation. Congrw!pua1 hearinp werC( reports totaling nearly l,!OO pages issued by the 
bcld and Pmident Clinton took the uniliJJl atep ef I k Departments o[ Trea&wy and Jwtice documented . 
directing the two cabinet officen responsible to ~ the actions of their subordinate elements (the ATF --" 
investigate and report what bad happened. and the FBI. respeaively). ~ an gmp'l'ITinr of, _ y 

For seven wceka the public: had been absorb«! by gQ'tmWnn !"'!pis bas,,£l«l1 'been seen from 
dailyaccountsofwhatwasgoingoninTexas.Several • and it1lelped to djmlnisb aid-
hunched reponers from across the country and cum of the ro 
uoundtheworld.gatberedlnWac.oandwerekeptby DQC'u' fo- MI .... 'h& \*E cacricalleadcrs for 

. law enforcement offiCers at a ·aaEe- distanc:e of about hivine pmcecdcd with tbe mid pore they blew that t 
two miles from the scene of actfoa. The main source dK: ·e1sma of !!!!Elise had been lost and then for 
o£inCo~tLOI1wasadailybric6ngbyofBciahpokes- ~iW m;;;;C; up thhli mistakes.. Even.tually 
men of the federal agencies at the conventioa center the three top executives of the JJ:F -exited- the 
near the Hilton Hotel in town. Most or the maiD- Bureau. aDd the two tacdca11eaders who made the 
~ mediaCQUtenteci themselves with uncritically mistakes were suspended without pay undl Decem-
rda,}'ing these gCJVerttmeJlt handouts to their readers her 240 1994. when they were reinstated with full back 
and. viewers. A few representatives or the -alternate- pay and benefits, thQugh in delkjobl at a lower grade 
pn:ss tried to do,a little independent investigating, than fotmedy. 
but their voices were not widely beard, and several . But the neuury report Uuisted that, though mis-
were excluded from the daily FBI briefiugs after takeshadbeenmade,'theATFwaso:im:ctinitseffort 
asking impertinent qucsticxu about die pfficia1 vcr- to apprcbc;pdyfola!en of feder.d firearms laws and in 
lion of event&. it! moo of II -d=-:ry- as the best way to do 

The definition-of-thc-situatiOl1 for government so. "Ibree 0& ~ . e considered, the report 
agendes and the media alike was sttoDgly colored by stated. The first was to a\'Oid the we of violence and 
Degative stereotypes about -cults'" that bad become IttVC the warrimts ill II simple visit to loll. Carmel. 
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nu. was rejected, the report said: because of 
I Koreah', (supposed) history of hatred for law 

eruorccznenc and propeoaity eo violence. Another 
possibilicy was 10 seize K.oreIh while he was away 
&om Mt. Carmel The ATF planners were under the 
(mistaken) impression that he seldom Wt the center, 

. and me repon faulted them for not obtaining tuner 
I intelligence. but coaduded that even with better data 

that plan might DOt have worked. The third option 
w;u a siege of Mt. Carmel, but this was rejected 
becawe of the po~"illty that evidence of illegal 
weapons could be destroyed and that the siege might 
end in mass Ni.c:ide. . 

. The "Ii"eaEury report explained that the ArF was 
aware that Mt. Carmel was a religiow commmlity, 
but that that fact neither attraCted federal interest nor 
immunized the crouP from enfo~ement of the law. 
Thh commeudabIe $taIlCe of naatrallcy was belied a 
Cew pages later by the explanation that Eorem and 
his follower. were deemed. especjally dangerous 
bc:cause ol their religious beli~ 

The extraordinary discipline· that Xoreah 
Imposed on his followers • • • made him far 
DJOre tbrearenjng th,aq a lone individual who 
had a IikiDg lot megal weapons. The Com· 
pound became a rural fortress, often patroned 

. by armed gu.anb, in which Xoresh's word-or 
the word that [be] purported to exttapolate 
from the Saipcurc-~ the only law ••.• Were 
[he] to decide.to tum his weapons on society. he 
would have devotees 10 foUow him, aIld they 
would be equipped with weapons that .could 
inflict serious damage. 

The tone of ~ Treuury report. despite its aiti­
cUm of tactical cnors, was COQveyed by iu first page. 
a black-bordered dedicatory p;mel bearing the words 
-In Memory of' and listing the names of the four 
agents killed in the assault. (Tberc was no black-bor­
dered page bearing the uames of the six memben oC 
the religious gtOup killed on the same ocxasion.) The 
~ repea~y asserted that David Koresh and his 
fonowers -ambushed- the: fc:deraI agents. ~Ou Febru­
ary 28, [they] knew that Ja"F agents were COdling &:ad . 

. dedckd to kill them. - A more acx:wate statement. 
however, might be that they ~cidcd. to fend them off. 

T he main burden of the nea.nuy report was CO 
- justify the raid that started it all The reason for 

the raid was 10 sene arrest and searcll warranu 
directed agaiDat illegal weaponty. The Fourth 
AmeIubnent of the Coaatitution lWeI that sean:bes 
and seizw'cs shall be based uPon ~ aDd that 
warrants shall Dot issue except upon .probal»e 
c::ause"' (to bdfeve that a aiJne has beea. or is about to 
be, (lOmmiued). It was important to nail dawD the 
validity of those warrants (whic:h were sealed by 
court order tIuoughout the Aege and unsealed 001, 

in ]utlII! 1995. so they were Ilnav-.Ulable for pnbli. 
sautiny IDlriI well after dIe I!"'c:nt), The Tre2.IU£ 

. report included analyses !ron; two firearms expem 
. .botb ellJl'loyed by no~ Engineering Co.. wh{ 

I 
reviewed the ~nce a· ai1able to the IJF anilmlr 
mitted ~ it to obtai ... the warrants.. Afeer ~g 
the UPS Ulventori'" of weapons and p<LIu dt;l-Mi:?ee 
to. ML CaRDel, ~tb: eng~ef5 eilml! to rb..-ratl(fu. 
ROD &bat 'bcr'- "'ere DO illegal wC!apoQs em We list. 

B_ut they laborech!lanfuUy onward to reach the 
desired and neCC$$arf coodusicm by Wily of a co Glte­
na:ttoD of conJectures: ., me Biiiidi DaVlQlans had 

. the necessary aWll.ng mach inc and metallatbe, and iJ 
they had -appropriate too~ for them, and if there 
was someone able and willing to use them. and if J1J!;:t 
bad ~ samf!e .dro~· . automatic sear- to ~ then 

Jt'Wu "hi 1i e- ihat they could couvcn the 
JepI sem&ll~Pons tbey were ~own to 
have had into illegal automatic weapons, and it 'WU 

·possible- that !hey bad done so. 'Ihere!ore. Madnd­
ed the c:xpem. the warrants were·\"alid and sufficie:ru:. 

This UDsurpriling coaclusioD has lince beeIl 
highly CX)Qtl'Ovened. Suffice it hen: to note the aml­

meet of a retired FBI agent: 

"tbere was not CYeD one fact in the probable 
QUIC affidavit ••• stating that a violation bad 
or was raking·place at Mt. Carmel The ratic)­
QaIe bUlle JJF was that if two or more legiti­
mate objeas exist in a location. then at some 

1\ljulaml)WD time they might be wed to produce 
illegal object. and that would be reasOn to 

obtain a search warrant. For example. probably 
half the homes in America contain a 1ong.~ 
fCIed gun and hadcsaw. The hacksaw, at some 
time or other, might be wed to laW off enough 
of the barrel to make it illegal. B:isM on this 
rationale. the Ja"F ·could search half the b.omei 
in the United Swcs. 

a modcl of 
soul.. Depart-

•• VI • • e ~ no grounds ·for . 
t and indeed POrtray¢. rh .. -FBrs aaiOllS in 

the 1'eS01titely llludatCnj tones of a regimental history. 
It showcased the magnitude of the event, stating that 
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"th,ere were a minimum of 719 law en!on::ement per· 
IOnncl committed on-&ite at Wacn OD any given day 
during the stand-<)f£" and that ~oever before have so 
many heavily armed and totally committed individu. 
als barricaded thenuclves in a fortiIied compoUIld in 
direct challenge to lawful federal wamants and to 
duly authorized law enforcement officials." 

A chronology of the lil!ge, 'covering eighty .. i~ 
pases, suggested the perplexity and frustratiou ~t 
built up in the berierers as one negotiating plJ)' aIltt 
mother failed to work. A poizu of priG-. IQ chc FlU 
W2S the assertion that "8fter February !!S, no Wl!apoD.S 

=~~:el=,~;n~~~,~!~~:::!d~~~ 
CXlunted as -weapons of ar./ type" were dozens of 
"fIash-bangs- (termed "cl.i.str.lCtion devices- in led· 
eralese~~~des that awe a loud report and brigHt 
burst of' ) or !00-400 "ferret rouncV--ccar-gu 
c:annistc:n-"deployed" through windows of tho resi· 
dence. The report did Dot add that the Branch David. 
ians also did not fire. any weapons during the liege 
(until their home was invaded on April 19), nor did 
they even shoot out the annoying floodlights or loud· 

.peaker&. nJ ' • !ili: th Thc 'ry2;Q b" ern; of the rct?Qrt were to )~e 
use of gas arid to place the onus for the final conna· 
~cJ.on on the Vlcums. the first was accomplished by 

)jn, tne .tep' lcadiig u~ IS ike Au.o~ey ¢ener· .... 
aI's approY3l of the plan to we gu and introd11ciilg a 
statement by tbe President Dving four, reasons for=-
~o , 

rust. there was a limit to the length of time the 
federaI authorities GOUld maintain the quality 
and intensity of the c:overage ?f the scene. 
R.e&outtea WeIf: limited, and the experts might 
be needed in other parts of rhe COWltry. Seocmd. 
the people who bad reviewed dlat (itwl~..m bad 

o concluded that noprogr/'~ had bc:en made 
recently and tbar. in their ",piniOD, no progtc&5 
'WOuld be made using normal m.:ans of getting 
Eoresh aad other cult wc .. ..rs co come OUL 
Thinf, it was felt that t!i~ dar"8er of their doing 
IOm~ to them.selVf'l 'J: to others was Iikdy 
to increase with the pa!:.age of time. Fourth. 

I 
there'were I'e4UOIlS !;,) l-:li~ that the diildien 
who were still at dlt compound were being 
abused and were heir.g lotted to live in unsani· 
tar)' and unsa!eCOQ~tiona. ' 

'Ibe seamd bUl~f!.:~ was disd:Jargl!d by assertions 
that -the DavidiayJS .auted fires at three separate 
Iocatious within • JJe compound-and by an appended 
report of an ·ill'~~W .. sOn team that CXIIldud· 
eel "the FBrs ~.-doIu di~~"~~ "the 
Dividians ~.ud haV;e;;:op;;;; thJ!e bad 
fniitea" (! ~e c:ontendocs have been vigorously 
COntested.' !he report was bo1stered with a support· 
ive sixty. lu'ee-page couunentary by an attomey In 

29 

private praaf.ce, F.:o.i~ S. G. Dennis, Jr., who had 
been Assistant .'~mey General (Criminal Division~ 

~
under tht" liwh Ad.olinhtration. He concluded 
"Under ~ drcumstanccs, the FBI exhibited cxtndr 
d.in;t.; y restraint and ~ this crisis with giea 
~.6'Ofes.siona.lis •. . 

VI 

~ outside experts were: invited t() comment on 
~ the neuury and Justice ~ reportS. 

Six focUsed on law cn!orcemenc methods, ozganiza· 
don, tadia, communications; and controL Most of 
them were careful to canfine their crjrieisms to mat· 

o ten of iaadverieac:c, exigency, 'and small moment. 
But four behavioral expens were asked to addre&S 
prohtemJI of -deatine with pcncms who5c motiva­
dons and thought processes are uncaovcntional,» 
and their amuDenu prorideda refreahing relief fJOm 
the heavy burcauaatese of the rest oE the materiaL 
These commentaries ate wonh reading in their 
entirety, butc:an only be sketched here. 

The only lCholar of rwgiml to be included. was 
Professor Nancy T. AJnmerman, SOciology of R.e1i • 
gioa. Candler School of Theology, Emory Universi­
ty. She was coocemed about the Jack of undersWld­
ing by the federal agencies of what they were dealing 
with at Waco and tbcir failure to amult expens who 
could help them. Though she is not herself a 8pCCial­
ist ill new nligious movements, &be rec:ommeDded 
em'American and twO British Idlolars who are. She 
DOted tbatrc1igious expcrimr:Dtation and innovation 
have been MmmOD in American life and are protect· 
ed by the lree exeIdse clause of the F'ustAmerwmcmt.' 
She also suggested seven! respects in which such 
mOVCDlcnts are very difrerent from what the federal 
agencies (and the media)1¥ere ~ 

• ~eword;rzJ#!=SJeo~·mi!' , knmalis? or I resee the mum-
Dent end of the world and tilt emergeQCe of a aew 
world with tbeJ:aselva in leadership roles. ~_ 

~~OD':~h::::U~ 
,. SUd! D(:W groups st ways provoke their 

neighbors because they think .old ways of domg 
thiugs lU'C obso1etcor eriL 'lbe zemtaDee of outsiders 
to the new tevdation ~ caUses'the new 8J'Oup to 
lee iueIf as bcleagumed by a hostile m,ttjde 'WOrld. It 
may devdop rituals and thctoric of self«fetue that 
IOtmd 8J!d look quite actR'1lM. but are aimed more 
at reiufon:iDg theirO\llU&elUCof solidarity and right­
eousness thmatposfngany real threat to outsider&. 

• Many new relicfoas grOups ask for comm;t­
ments fmm their members that Ieem abnormal by 
mmmQa ltandards, and those demands may mean 
d2e disruption of "'normal" £mUIr and·work lives. 
Throughout most of hJstc:irv, in (act, most people 
have Uved In such lightly·knit coznmuaities where 

, worlc, family, religion, politic:.. and leisure are all 
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bound tosether under one domain In the loxlg view, 
not bclongW, to rum a coDlmunicy i5 more abnor· 
mal than belonging to one, and IUch dose bonds are 
widely sought by milliOll$ of peopk. 

• n:~~~o~ose who make ruch c:;' mitmen~t=ily. The notion of .. ~t 
brainwashing"' bas b~ lheseugbly clitsediteci ift 
the academic community. Although .aong psych0-
logical needs may lead pUson.s to &c:ek sucb groups, 
and their judgment may indeed be altered by their 
participation, that does Dot constitute coercion, and 
many adhtrentJ will drift away of their 0W1I accord 
in time after their Deeds haVe been AtUBed without 
need for outside interference. 

• '"Cb.ariuna- is not JUSt an individlW trait. bl,lt a 
property of the constantly evolving relationship 
between leader and foUCJWe1"s. Nc:w meaningemergcs 
daily in the interaction of sacred. teXtS, unfolding 
evenu, and the imaginatiOQ of leaders and f01lowen. 
The leader remains a pzophet only 10 long as his or 
her interpretations '"make &CDS~ of the group's expe­
rience. Outside pressure may tend lri$ to fragment 
the group than to confinn the view dlat outsiders are 
the enemy and to strengthen the gtOUp'slOIidarity. 

Dr. Robert Cancro, Chairman of the Departm.ent 
of Psychiatry. New York Univc;rSity Medical 

Cenlt!r, pointed out that a -major cbara<1tnmc of 
, these t;'1'61fl'f; lEI fr~YlIQdy mfsJabeJed as cults. is that 
they have a "'ared, very stroPgly beld belief '¥Itcun • 
Slleh abeljehrtem js Dora.ecessarUy a royerorfmnt 
for crjminal 3djyity. but simpIJ • u;jection of the 
norms and ideas ~cepted by the rest of society. ' 

The Branch Davidians had an apocalyptic 
worldview in which they expected attack from 
the outside world.: The reason for anniJIg them­
selves was to proteCt themselves froiD an expec:t. 
ed attack. They had been training themselves 
for a long time to defend ••• against IUCh aD 
effort. 

When the decision was made to we gas to drive the 
Davidians out of their resideJlce, it was assumcci chat 
parents would leave the pren1ises i.q order to plt:Itect 
theft children from We Doxious dfeas of the gas. But 
if people arewiWng to die for their beliefs. '"the death 
of their cbiIchcn may not have We Same mea.niJJ& 118 it 
wo~d for other people. . • • 'lb lOme individualS, 
death baa a wry different meaning. It can be seen in 
termI of birth into a new and bettCr life.. The' gas 
attacX i5 more likely 'to be iriterpi'eted as part of aD 
escalation of WlOIlgfu1 force oil the part of We Baby-

~
onians. "In thls context ••• the coacept of suicide ••• 

may well be quite different from thac of the ordinary 
individual. Not to be bJaspheDaous. but it is Idghly 
doubtful that Christ considered himself a suicide.· 

Dr. Cancro also retiefined the effect on the David!­
ans of the gas attack. 

Law enforcement might argue dlat a gas attack 
U DOt an assault because the gas i5 nonlethal 
To the people inside the COlJlpound. armored 
vehicles firing gas grenaw into their' home_ 
could only be pm:eived as an a.uault. It certain. 
Iy would be reasonable for the ocxupanu •.• to 
assume at this point that whatever follaws the 
gas attack will be even worse and that they au 
QOW faced with tb~oice,o{ bc:iDg killed by 
enemy mapoas or by theirown hand and by a 
method of their own chOosing. 

PlOfessor Lawrence E. Sullivan,· Director of the 
Center for the Study of World Itdigions at lian'2.t'd. 

=O\F=!fiJ~~ ~a_com eteton~~~most 
irnponan~~ ~eaeh. 
For fiUUilU::e; when D"vmxorcsh $CDl out severn let­
ters early in the siege (which are photographically 
reproduced in t!JeUruo as an appendix to the ]wtice 
Department report), it was not ~ that he 
quoted bibIical passages that emphasized the power 
of the hand aDd the side of the messiah, suggesting 
that his WOUIlds In band and' ,ide were ICCD by him 
DOt u evideoo!s of weakness but of &trength. and that 
he was thereEore unlikely ID surrender to esciIating 
fozce bj the fedczal agencies. 

The FBrs view of the situation 81 a "hostage 
rescue'" came in pari froDl its'focus on lhc individual 
psychology of the leader rather than the collective 
dynamics of the gl'OuP as a whole, ~hich can be 
mudl more powerful in their cff.ects than individual 
motivations. Likewise, the FBI was unaware of the 
way in which "reIigion gaIV3IIizes gl'Oups into com· 
munities of coordinated actions. whether those 
atUOIU be liturgical speaades or mass movements.­
He suggested that DOt only the FBI but public policy 
planners in general were inacasingly proc:eeding in 
inuneQse ignotance ofreligiou& elements in the views 
and motivations of the populace they supposedly 
serve 

'I1Ie fourth behavioral science commentator, Dr. 
Alan Stqgc ProCessor of Psvc!Uatn and of ~ 
Harvard. SCD1 his CODllJlentary ill on November 8, 

!.!-::~:!==~~~ 
infor:madon available at the deadliue date. His paper 
was: usued sqiarately (without the blue cover chat 

, had bound the five earlier issuances) and theJusclce 
Departmeat soon nil out of copics. but it was a sig­
nificant c:aurfbucioo. Dr. Stone pointed to an exten· 
sive literacwe in aimiaology and p$}'ddatl')' on the 
.gamb1e with death· psychology of persOn. c:Uso:m~ 
DCCted &om the resc of &Odety. '"tzmer.c:ity youth,s. 
often ptOVOke a shoot-out,. 'gambling' with death 
(suicide) by provoldng police into Icilling them. ... 
Koresh and IUs lollowen were in a desperate kill~r· 
be-killed mode. • 
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'Ihe FBr. cridca1 aa.wnptiOl1 wu that David 
f\ Komh and the Branch Davidians, 1iJce ordinary 
, . persons. would lUPOod to presmre in the Iorm. 

: of a dosing circle of artned vehicles and con· 
i dude that survival was in their self·interest. and 
i mneoder. nus ill-fated auiunption runs con­
I uary to all of the relevant behavioral science 
I and psychiatric literature and the un~t~d. 

ing it offered. 

Dr. Stone also criticit.ed the concept of ani 
-ambush. - Given the heavy firepower of the Daridi- Ar 
ans. it 5CeJJlCd to him that if they had wanted to they ~ 
could have ,lain every KIF agent ~ sighL ~ ATf . 
agents brought to the compound in cattle cars amId 
have been cattle going to daughter if the Bnnch 
Davidians had taken full advantage of their tactical 
lupttiOrity. They apparently did not maximhe the 
kill of ATF agents. This •.. suggests that the Branch 
Daridians were oot cold·blooded lciIlers; rather, they 
were desperate reJicious fanatics ~ an apoc­
alyptic ending, in which they were dtsdned:to die 
delending their sacred ground and desWicd to 
achieve salvation. • 

"1 

pled guilty to a I~er charge and agreed to I~tify for 
the government.) Several other count3 wae brought 
against variOUl of the eleven delendanl$, $UCh as 
uMg'or carrying firearms in the commission of a 
violent aimc. The triai'WaS moved co San Antonio. 
and·an anoaymous jury was selected. Ten atto~ 
represented theelevenddendants. and the trial-like 
the dege-wel11011 for seven wcC:b. 

The evidence adduced did not settle who rued the 
fint &bot on February 28. 1993, or who scaned the fire 
on April 19, but some new light'was shed 011 claims 
set tonh in the govemmcnt'& ve'niOQ of events. And 
some light was laddng that should have ~ shed 
because of evidence .crange1y missing. One dclerue 
witness was J~ Zimmerman. an attorney who had 
ente:ed the residenCe at Mt. Cannel with the FBrs 
consent 10 represent Steve Schneider. Xoresh's dUel . 
lieutenant, Zimmerman, a former colonel or 
Marines. was given a lOW' of the premises and shown 
indications of the resul~' of incoming gunfire. He 
teatified that he had seesi a -spray pattern- of bullet 
holes entering the right bali of the double borlt door 
from outside aDd DO bullet holes coing outward. 
That meW door had somehow disappeared, and 
Texas Ranger Fred OJmm;np, who reponed on the 
sean:h for evidence by !he Rangers after the fire, 
cou1dnol explain what had become of it. It was Steel 

He W3$ espccia1ly aitical of the decision to satu­
rate the residence with CS gas. considering that gu 
masks are not made for iufaJus and Ioddlcrs and that 
the chemical can cause choking. vomiting. tempo­
rary blincfuess, skin bums, diIoricntation, chemical 
pn~ and cyano.W;. He cited mcdi • 

. and could Dot have melted·in the fhc any more than 
other steel doors in the place did. He admitted that 
the JJF and FBI bad had access co the BRa following 
. the fire aud ~re the Rlmgus took overon Aprll20. 

Zinuuennan abo testified to having Ieen Oght or 
zUnc bullet holes bl the roof that -caused the building 
material to be pooc:hed in or dawn-' ahowing .that 
-the rounda came from above the ceiliDg dOW11 into 
the room.· Of course. this ~e, like much else, 
was consumed in the fire. When the Texas Rangers 
did take dwge of the systematic search of the ruins 
altcf the fire, said Captain David Byrnes, who was in 

The proper postscript to the imposing po.t- command of the ~"ers. all~~ Hf'F W!re ~ 

:Z:~=!:e:~~::::C:: ==::~ j~;;;,ra!Q'k~~!deci:Ptsf!r:r::~ 
==,:~::u~~a;~"t~~ ". ~~o;;:5E:;:;~ : 
r~ru.1lll assistant U.s. anomey explained -that th ~ aD __ st tfle1bg ~ 
1\easu.ry review is a book written for relea&e to the The fust ATF agent to testify was aDland Bales· 
public: implying that it 'WaS an effort at puh1ic rela- tcros, who was assfgued to lead the way through the 
lions and not to be oon&idcrecl bindiugon the govern- front door. He caid he hadaxne out of the cattle iran-
rru:nt. er in £uU SWA'I,ear and ~ toWard the front door 

vn 

Early in !994 !he Iedt:Ial govenunau. brousht to gw reD men ana one woman from among the 
twen .Bve iUIah P>taDdl ~vcn. The 
ttlncipal charges against all eleven were conspiring 

10 kill "with malice aforethought'" fedeIal agent3 in 
the discharge or their duties, and aiding and abetting 
SUch killing. (Another woman, Kathryn Scbroed.er, 

canyiI!g his shotgun aaoss his chesL WbeB he was 
still 011 the way, David Korab. unarmed. Opened the 
door and askd. "What. going our The agent 
claimed tbathc called out.·"PoUcef Lay downI Seuch 
Warraatl- (tbDugh he edzrJitte<i be bad bad not inen­
tioned thoe crieI in earJicl interViews with the 
Texas Rangers). He Wd' that iCoresh -smirked." at 
him and closed !he door. A moment later, be teltified. 
bullet& came out through the door; one hit bia thumb, 
and he tumbled into the dog pen beside the porch and 
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lay beneath I. window during the remainder of the 
fight. He said he knew the bullets were coming out­
wan! because of holes in the door and aplinterl of 
wood pointing outward. (Cross-examination 
bwught out that the door was ace., and there wu no 
wood in it to splinter.) 

When askecl who wu IUDgncd to announce their 
identity and the purpose of the raid. Bale.teros 

, replied that no one was so as.igned. "We basically aU 
announced.· He admitted thaI in their rehearsals 
during the previous week they bad not practiced.' 
what the AU manual prescribed: -OEHeers' are 
required to wait a feuonable period of rime to 

'permit the occupants to respond before forcing 
entry.· He was DOt assigned to Icnock and wait but to 
gain~. and he was (oU~ by ather agents with 
a bauering ram to break the door opeD if neceuary. 
He said they were expecting resistance. but not gun­
fire. Fire &om within thus upset their plims. 

Later AFT agent Kenneth Xlng testified that he 
had been on one of two teams that were usigned 10 
put ladders up and gain entry to the 5~d.floor 
-gun room- at the same rime as the l:ront:cJoor entry. 
On cross-examination he admIUed that they had not 
announced their intention when they got OQ the roof. 
but had proceeded to try to break in througb the win· 
dows. ~ven if the people at the front door had been 
welcomed in by David Kmcsh, noue of that would 
have made any diffen:nee ••• the window would have 
been broken. and the flash-bangs Would have been 
thrown and you would have entered the window?- he 
was asked. "Yes. sir, that Was our joh" Here again. it 
was the gunfUe that SlOpped them. It be:ame c1eu . 
that the AFT had not pWmed a peaceful entry but 
expected to cow the residents with an overwhelming 
show oE fora. When that did not worlc, the agc:nu 
bad no Plan & 

Furthermore, it seemed likely that some of the 
damage done to the federal force was done by -friend-, 
Iy fire." Some bullet holes in the KrF vehides may 
have come from directions other than the Me. Carmel 
building. And ATF agent CoDstandno admitted tha£ 
in the -gun 100m- be and CWO othen entered on the 
second floor he may bave bit agent Jordan in the 
IlrDI. An FBI firearms specialist attested that the 
bullet recovered from qeilI: Jordan was a 9nuu. 
hydroshock bullet that oal, me ATF was using on .' 
February 28, and it may wdI have come from agent 
Constantino's gun. but &bat gun bad been damaged 
in the fire and would DOt rmiDc. teSt bullets COIlSist.eDt- . 
ly. Some of the shoeS 'may also have hit agent King of 
the other team out OIl the zoo! prepariug to enter the 
adjaeentroom. ' ~ 

The goyernment called Ilumerons alen . 
&om across the ~ as W1messel to th~y 
oalen: fQl' guqs chcyDiiea fOi Me. Carmel. None . 
of the pwcl12ses was illegal. and Mike ~uerin. 
representing 'Paal Facta (who bad been abSeIit from 
Mt. Carmel throughout the entire fifty-one daYII). 

FlU r TK1l-Ics 

=ncm or ·sound supprcsson" (which are ille­
gal) in various &tages of m::::e. Some twenty 
firearms in eY1'deiiCe were as having been 
converted from lemi-auromatic 10 full auromatic. 
C!ou-examjnarfon brought out that it was impossi­
ble to determine where or when such conversion 
occurred or whether the automatic weapons in evi­
deaa: bad aCIlJal1y been fired. Two heavy ..50 caliber 
guns Wen! introduc:cd. as well as .50 ammurution. 
Crou-cDmination made clear that there was noth· 
ing illegal about owning sudl weapons or ammuni­
tion for them and no evidence that they bad been 
fired 

The Tarnnt County Medical Examiner, Dr. 
Nizam Peerwan;.offered lengthy and deprClSing tell­
timony about the bodies round and autopsies cxm­
duaed. Many adult decedents had been identified by 
dental records. Some adults. 1';dudi~ David KotCih 
:=eSdmeiderdhaddiedO!="tr~ __ to the h,,_ seumil ,-"",,,,,,,,.~'.e--bodies were 
found in the hallway l:ii\! to the'trapdoora"N"$li rp....-' 

the UiUfeiIi'O\iIld schOO US at the north end of the 
building that had been CQUIltructed as a tornado sbel· 
fa', bui: they could not read1 i~ because the trapdoor, 
had been buried by debris fronl the collapsing of fe 
waUptUhed in bya rank ~ to the fire. . 

In the center of the buildings under the four-story 
wwerwasa~room thatbad been used. fur 
c:01d stonge of food. It was the strOllgest. safest place 
in the eomplez, Eurthest hom the gas and the tanh. 
To it had ned many of the women and alIaf the chil· 
dmI. It had one door. whicb W:ed towald the front of 
the building. Some thirty or more bodieI were remv­
ered from that mW1 room. Mauy were covered wi.th 
blankl!ts, sleepm, ~ extra .dothing, espcc:ia11y the 
wall du1dren. u' tJieir mOthers apparendy tried to 
protect them &om the gas and the fire. And at some 
point this cinder-blodc. room c:01lapsed. the lOWer £elI 
upon it. and those within died or suffocation, blunt 
trauma from. the impact of debris, close-range 
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gunshot wounds. or the effecu of fire. 

Agent Craig. who drove the Combat Engineering 
1"'1. Vehicle lhat began the ~ of $praying the 
CS gas on April 19, testified chat two CEV, bad been 
"jerry-rigged- at Fort Hood with a boom that canied 
several cylinders of CS cas. When the boom peoeua.t­
cd the wall, It cylinder (which was about two feet long 
and eight inches in diameter) would empty in chree 
seconds with a cone-shaped spray of miA rraching 
(orty-five feet ahead:. ~e aWt was propelled by 
carbon dioxide under presswe and was composed of 
CS agent-a white crystalline powder dissol~ in a 
liquid solution. 'The solution came ready-mixed in a 
canister that was placed in the bo~ and then pm. 
surized. Sixteen of these Iazge c:misters were SJlI2Y'!";l, 
into the building by the first CEV and a few h'j the 
second (which .~ a track- and was ~led 
before it could do more; its crew 5W~ ..ap a third 
CEV. which could not inject gas). 

Smal109' canisters of CS "'CM fired iDte tI!~ "in­
dows from grCna.de laundlen in Bradley 'Prkcd 
vehicles, one on cadi Side of the bUildil"~ One age.n[ 
lestified wt he firet! seve!!:j ~ seventy.five suCh can­
isters and mppo$Cd that the other three agePLII sWii­
larly oc:cupied bad done the same, making a total of 
some three hundred fired during the morning. M06t 
IUch projectilel...o.called ·ferret roundl--went in 
Ihrougb the windows. Some: were fired at the bame 
walb in the hope they would penetrate, b".;t Ploat of 
those just bounCed off. 

Agent Craig c.cstified that after he had -inserted­
the fint bottle of CS gas, he heaId over hl.$ radio that· 
lhe residC11U had begun to fire back. (He was not 
aware that his vehicle bad been hit by gunfire 
because of its heavy armor. the loud noise of the 
motor, and the radio earphones he was we.ring). He 
switched to Plan B, injecting as much gal as faat as 
possible. He emptied his other three botd.es and then 
returned to get four more. Eac:h uirJ lOOk lOme forty­
five minutes, and he made three r'..1Ore trips. . 

On the' fourth trip, he JCCci-o'ed new instrUctions. 
He was told to pwb into the [rom of the building, to 
open it up so the.observerJi muld see inside aDd to 
preas en in toward the bAe of the tower. The.ocher 
CEV was directed to do the aame from the back. 
resulting in the colJE.pse of the gymmsium.. Agent 
Craig inched into the £rant door willl his eleven·foot· 
wide bulldozer blade, . pwhiDg fnthe doors, door 
frame, and a window on each side. He went in about 
fiftedl feet and tdeased a bottle of gaS. He did DOt SO 
further because. the tun'et bad caught On the floor of 
the second s~.ory, and he was Uraid of Icnocking the 
building down around bi& vehicle. So he withdrew 
and moved. down 10 the comer of the building, 
puabed h the wall there, and released his fourth 
boule. .uthough he did not call this "Plan c.. the 
direcive to "make a dCql pcnCtration- intO the ItrUe-' 
tI!:e and to pr~ss reward tile center (where the women 
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and children bad. talcen refuge) was a distinr.:~ depar­
ture from the plans that bad been discu~:ied i.a the 
meetinC,s prior to April 19. It repr~::nted a third 
.tIategy, apparently decided upon :.bOUt lO:!O A.M. 

and communicated by ~~" Who gave these 
orders was not determined, but they probably 
btougbt on the final aa of ,~ tragedy. . 

A t around DOOD ille buildin~ at Mt. Carmel 
.L"\.. caught fir-' md in a high wmd q¢ckly bUJ:Ded 
to the grour..,;l, 'nle government devoted much dJort 
at trial to making the caK that tPe residents of Me. 
CarrA bad $tarted the fire. '!be dden.se COlllUtted 
v: ~th the c::ontention that che tan.b bad knodc.ed over 
Coleman lanterm that were used for illumination 
because the FBI had cut off the electridty, and that 
the fuel in diem had spilled coto bales of llay sracked 
around the walls to stop· incoming buUets, setting 
them afire. "I1Je prosecution introduced tapes and 
U'aIISCripts of recordings zpade from electronic listen· 
ing devices. The quality ohound was poor, even after 
having been c:ahanced by a private sound-recording 
$pecialist. There seemed to be voig;§ ~ that 
-pc f1ad bas CO JIQ all 7rot 1Qd to g;;;6';;II1I: md 
-r-at to put CDOllgb hlel in ,bere - Then a vok.c Ays,> 
·So, , ... ORl, light 'em M they come in - or (3 later ver­
_ by tbe same specfaUst), ·So, we oaly light 'em ;u 
IOQD as d!ey tell me.- (Tbe prosec:uuon dBttJbUtBr" 
copies of the tape ~aipts to the press to show that 
the Branch Davidians set the fire.) The defense con­
tended that-at wont--preparatioos may have been 
made to ignite lantern fuel as a countermeasure 
against invading tanks. (Graeme Craddock, ODe of 
the defendants, had told a Texas Ranger that he was 
directed by Wayoc Martin to pour lantern fu.cl ~ any 
tank that came in throu;h the wan and to light it-a 
last-ditch tactic that might result in the defenders' 
death as well as the a«adem'.) 

" 012 

There were claims that the FBI Dotified the Bum 
Unit at Parkland Memorial Hospital early on the 
lOOming of the nineteenth to be prepared to receive 
bum victims and asked for dirocdons for Janding 
heUcopten at the bospiw. FBI agents wore fireproof 
suits that day. A h.clicopcr with a Forwani-Loolting , 
Infra-Red (FLIll) camera was drding ewer the com- • 
pIa ready to photo;raPh any outbreak of fire. All of 
this suggests that the FBI was especting fire OIl the 
nineteenth, but DOl nea:ssarily that the FBI intmded 
to cause the lire. The cle£ense attorneys seem to have 
concluded that the FBI had inteIligcnce from some 
lOUI'CC.that there WIll a likeUluvxi of fire, whedlt' 
&om the two interlopers, Louia Almiz and Je­
Amen or Ahuau, who "mutX"' in during the s' 
and left before it euded (and were viewed by the 
ileys as FBI .plants"), or from the bugs in tJ-
cartons. It is possible that the anti-tank plt 
dock later described was being talhd. abo, 
the nineteenth. and the fBI cot wind of 
FBI did not arrange for fire.figbting eql' 



at band, nor did it dcv'iate from itt abowdown plam. 
but in fact went on to Plan C 'when A and B elida't 
work. 

The govoument alled a member of.the -indepen­
dent- arson team named William Cwo who atated 
that films taken at the tim~ of the lire,incIudiu&" the 
FUR. photos. showed the fire startiar almost simul­
taneowly in three differc:ru locatiOllS at ML Carmel 
at 12:11 P.w. Bec:ause of lhesttOQgwindand the holes 
punched by the CZVa. die fire engulfed the entire 
stnlctUre in about five minutes. Defeme cOunsel dis­
played an earlier portion of the FUR. video showing 
a fluh or flare of heat in the ~iUDl area 
at ]2:08. Cas.s &aid he had ~u seen that portion of 
the video. He was asked H he had seeP the observen' 
logs that contained two reports of fire starting in the 
gymnasiwn area at 12:11, and he said those logs had 
been handled by Paul Gray, the chief of me arson 
investigating team, and he hi.tQsclf l1ad DCVCf &eel! 
them. . 

Paul Gray Wfl3identified as a person who often te$­

tified regarding arson incidents lor the ~ and 
whose wife worked in the Houston office of !he AFr. 
More significantly, Paul Gray devoted a page of his 
report to the flammability potential of tear gas and 
concluded that neither the ferret rowuJs of CN tear 
g;is nor the presawized CN gas delivered by the CEVs 
would have aUgJDC!Dteci the lire, aDd indeed would 
have bad II retardant eUect. 

This was a curlow conclusion, ainu all other 
.sources and all testimony at the trlalrefcrred to the 
gas in question as CS, a very difCcren~ substance. As 
Jack Zimmerman stated 00. the witness staado -It's 
not tear gas.· (Tear gas, CN.. is Afphachloro­
acetenone; CS is Orthoc:hlorobenzyiadine MaIononi­
trile.) An Army Field Manual stateS: -Exposure to CS 
Dlay make [victims] incapable of evacuating the area. 
... The dispersers should not be wed to introduce a 
riot control agent diteccly into a dosed strUCwce 
except in cxcreme cin:umstances. • • • Do Dot use 
around hospitals or other places where innocent per. 
sons may be afleaed. ••• Do not use where fires may 
start or asphyxiation may occur.· Yet it was $Oldy 
into "clo.ed structureS- that the FBI directed the cs 
gas at Mt. Cannel One of the manufacturers of CS, 
ehe Aldrich Chemical Company of Milwaukee, 
warns purchasers about its use: "EDUu toxic fumes 
under £ire conditions: • • • c:aIbon monoxide • • . 
hydrogen cyanide •• , hydrogen chloride gas.. • The 
United States is a pany to the Chemical Weapons 
Convention of 1993 tbatOUtlawl the use ol CS in war· 
fare. 

VIII 

After impassioQed dosing statements by both sides n lUld a lengthy instruc:tiol1 &om Judge Waller 
Smith. the jury retired to deliberate. They asked to 
hear again the tap!! reeonlIng of Wayne Martin·s 911 

oUl to the sherl£f's office and for a lI:w clari£ication:s 
of the Jaw. On Febwary 26, 1994. ~ jury Cound that 
all defendants were not guilty of the twO most ~ow 
aecusat;on.. conspiraCy to murder Cederal ~ts and . 
aidillg and abetting such COD$pil'acy. fu so doing, w 
jury rejected the government'l oft.repeated charge of 
~ibul:h.. The • cUd canna five of the deiendants 

a lesser o££ense-vo UDtary 
judge • a.uc: g -in the !'.&dden heat of 

ssioa ~used by ade~O<fillon. -, The jury 
CXJrlvicted twO defendants or, firearms chal'gu. 

Ut acquitted four ol all charges. .-
Seven ddendanu Wert! convicted 011· Count 

JlI.I1ee-chat they -did Y>1owingly we and carry a 
lin!lU1n during and !.n relation to a c:riIne of vio-

ce. -The judge h:1d insuuaed the jury that to find 
a derendant guilty of chat crime, it mwtbe (ODvWced 
that the ~t bad proved each of the follow­
ing elemenu beyond a rea.sonahle doubt: (1) -nat w 
Defendant ••• comjni~ the crime alleged in Count 

. One" (COJUpirinC to murder federal agents). and (2) 
-nw the Defendant •.. knowingly used or carried a 
firearm during and in relation to the Defendant's 
com.missiOll of the crime alleged in Count One." 
Since the jury bad detcrio.ined that the defendants 
were !lOt guilty of Count One, the judge set aside w 
convictions on Count lbree because, be 53.id, the 
jury had decided there was no c:onspiraq. 

Almo$t four months later, OIl June 16-17, 1994, the 
1'1. jq~ convened a hearing forsenteDcing. In the 
Interim. presentenring repents had been prepared on 
each convicted defendant by the probation officers. 
But an odd thing bad happened. The judge had rein­
Stated the convictions on COUI1t'Ibree. Ruth Riddle, 
who had been acquitted of all other charges and was 
being deported to CaD:!da for overstaying her vila, 
was retrieved from the immigradon service and 
brought baclc for sentencing on that charge. The 
other six convicted on that dwge faced additional 
years in prison. 

Before lenecncinc, each. of t4e nine convicted 
deEendants bad the opportuuity to addreu an -aile­
cudou." to the murt. 0IUl or two souibc CO retry the: 
Q&e, insisting IlIlIOGg other things that the court did 
not haye jurisdiction aod that Janet Reno and BID 
CHnrm should be called as.witnesses Others main· 
tained thu they bad DOt been l'espousiblc for the 

J 
deaths of the JJ:F agent;.. None expreMCd COD~tion 
or remorse. Perhaps the ~t aniculatiOQ of tbeir 
view was tbat of Liviupton FapD. the Jamaican 
whO was pzabably the only Branch Davidjan with 
any loonal theological tnining . 

Yust of all, there Is no doubt in our 1Dind.s:~ 
_ that we are innocent. ••• Never, at llIlY poiru. . 
have I sought to distance myWf bonI David 
Koresh, his tearnings, or from theactlons of the 
residents of Mouot Cannel. •.• The actioos that 
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we were forced to take were: justified, given the 
circullUtances that we were plAced in by the 
actions of the agenl5 of the government .... 

We were pursuing realities penaining to the 
spirit that this Court did not-dOC!s not re:cog­
nite, as they did not recognize 2,000 years ago. 
Right from the beginning, the spiritual aspect 
of this was totally and absolutdy rejected. But it 
was the very core of why we were at Mt. 
Carmel, and essentiall~', why we acted thl! way 
that we acted. ... 

We don't particularly care what you want to 
do. You're going to do it anyway. But we also 
Icrve a God who sits on a throne lilce you. a 
judge. He', got a book in his hand. sealed with 
seven seals. Men don't know his judgment. 
Consequently, Mount Carmel happened the 
way that it did As you have judred. so, tOO, )·ou 
will be judged. ... And we do not accept this 
notion. this facade, that is being presented in 
thiS court.. that somehow we have agreed with 
this judgment. with this sentencing, with any­
thing lhal has taken place. We ha\'e not .•• , We 
an: innocent. Absolutely, without an)' doubts 
whatsoever. we know we are innocent. 

(Li\'ingston Fagan has declined to appeal his sen· 
tence. saring thaI the Lord wiD look after bim.) 

Each oC the defensc counsel argued in m~ligation 
of sentence for their clients. Some lamented the rein­
statemem of the convictions on Count Three. Mike 
DeGuerin, counsel (or Paul"-atta. disagreed with Ihe 
comentions of the probation officer. Ms. Suniga. 
("'hich were largely adopted by the judge) thaI Mr . 
Falta conspired to kill federal agenu. ·1 tbinl' !:he 
jun' rejected those ideas. • ~= :,umer. on behalf 
0;1"16 R.ddle.s81d. "It'sdl ~( rill<' ... logetup 
and argue Cor a five-rear sentence when I don't even 
think the five-year semence should appl)' to Ruth 
Riddle. • S('Vcral counsel pointed OUI that these deCen­
dants were nOl leaders of the Branch Davidians and 
that the living were bdng madt to answer for tbe 
actions of those beyond the reach of Vt!ngeanct'. 

The goverllment, (or its part. again insisted that 
religion had nathin!: 10 do with the case and then 
reci led a litany oE theological allegations 10 show the 
.:viI iment of the Branch Davidiam. 

[The] whole purpose o( the ml!ssage was, 
"WI!'r,. going to have a confrontation with law 
enforcement officen .•. , , Ob,iously, it was not 
a peaceful group if the message is. ·You can't 
die for God if you can't kill for Cod" 

The government reiterated its call for maximum sen­
tences for all defendants. 

T he jury had found all defendantS innocent of 
conspiracy to kill fedt!ral agents on the highe$l 

scandard of proof-"beyond a reasonable dOUD: -

Judge Smith stated thaI sentencing "'as basec Or. "' 
lesser standard-'prepondetllnce of the e\·idenc:t'. - :.c, 
he felt fr~ (o.assert a view of the- case (hill tht' jur~ 
had rejected. He-aCknowledged that mistakes m3'\ 
have been made by the federal agencies. but thl'\' .... en 
not before the COurt in this case and were nOI dee~ 
relevant to the issues that were before it 

The mistakes made bv the Defendants nO\,' 
before this Court ... wl!;e serious "Iolations of. 
federal criminalla"" and re-suited in the homi· 
cide of Cour young agents, the injury of numer· 
ous other agents, and the death of numerous 
residents of the building reEerred to dun:lg thf' 
trial 35 the ·Compound. " 

Thue Defendanu. and other adult Branch 
Davittians. engaged in a conspiracy [0 cause the 

aths of feder~l agents. It was part of the 
, f5 of the Branch Davidians. e~pres5ed and 

la ght ~. their leader. that they mwt bring 
a Ul a violent conflict with Cederal agents. 

reby forcing the agents to use deadly Corce 
. nst them, and ~. dying in the ensuing battlc 
~ "translated" immediatel\' to Heaven. 
To ibis end. immense p~c:parati -s-w-er"' 

made. Huge sums .... -ere fraudull!nlly charged to 
many credit cards in order to acquire an armory \ 
that would rival that of a National Guard unit's; 
ammunition in an unbelievable quamit)' was 
acquired; paramilitary uniforms and gear were 
purchased and created by Da\'idian seamstress-
es; lirl!arms (raining and fortification of the 
Compound took place; ,Iote ~ader preached ser-
inons to motivate his "army"; and Cina . prepa­
rations for the ambush of Februan' 28 """'"""~u:..._ 
pleted. . 

The judge entirel}' adopted the govemmenl s sce­
nario'despite the juris findings to the comne)'. Hi~ 
characterization of the Davidians' beliefs is t)'pical of 
-tbe government's projection of what they W"dnted 10 

find. Koresh did not preach that his followers mUSI 

"bring about" a violent conflict with federal agents. 
but that the government would proceed against lhern 
and they must be prepared to defend lhem5eivl:s. The 
arms, camouflaie suiu. and shooting vesU were pri • 
marily the Davidians' commercial stock in trade. 
which they IOld at gun shows ror profit. Of cour~, 
when they found themselves embattled, those came 
in handy lor guard dut;, but they \vere not a sacred 
unirorm for Holy War, 

In sentencing, the judge turned the import of ~ 
jury instruCtions upside down. He had told the jur" 
that they could not convict on Count Three (use of 
firearms) unless they had found a delcndani guilt·. 
under Count One (conspiracy to murder.:. The jur,· 
made a mistake and convicted seven defendants on 
COUnt Three, but nOl on Count One:. The judge thee 
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concluded that the jury had Cound a conlpiraq- alter 
all. and ·bootstrapped" COWlt One onto the lesser 
COUllt Three. holding that by convictinr the defen­
dants of the latter it had really convicred them of the 
former. Then he threw the book at them. 

By reinstating convictions on the third count. the 
court brought on draconian sentencing rc:quire­
ments. To "we or carry' a Cirearm in the commission 
of a violent crime invokes a mandatoZ'\' sentence in 
addition [0 thl' sentence imposed for the crime itsel£. 
"Usc' and ·carry: it turns out. do not mean in cur­
rem law what they might mean in commom usage. 
The couru have held that a deCendant can "usc' a 
firearm without firing. bralldishing. or displaying it. 
In one case a person was found guilty of this offense 
when the Cirearm wns located "in a zippered bag in a 
stcond-[Ioor closet." Beyond that. couru have 
applied a "fortress' theory when firearms are rOWld 
-readily available in strategic locations" on the 
premises. and any defendants al50 on the premises ai 
the time: can be convicted oC using and carrying. The 
judge found that Mt. Carmel was "not onl), a figurd­
live but a literal fortress. ma.nned b\' each of the 
Defendants con\' icted on this counL" . 

If the firearm is legal. the additional sentence: is 
five years: If it is an illegally -enhanced" weapon, the 
sentenc!' i~ f'nhanced to thirty ytan. In response ~ 
defense atlornies' contentions that the determination 
of whether the weapons involved were enhanced was 
a mailer of fa~'( to be determined by the jury, the court 
disagreed. announcing that "!he type of weapon is 
not an element of the offense.' \"'nat the jury was to 
determine was the mens Tca or -guilty mind" of the 
defendant, not the means used to carr}, out the 
inr~ndC'd ofCense. On the basis of this r~asoning, the 
judge felt tTf!(' to condude that all convicted of Count 
Thr~c had access to enhanced weapons. But he 
expressed exasperation with the recently adopted 
mandatory sentencing guidelines (which, tho\Jgh 
overruled on appeal. he had found unconstitutional 
in an earlier case). . 

In an earlier era. before the surge of crime in 
this country caused Congress to attempt to 
micro-manage sentences handed down by fed­
eral courts. judges could actually weigh relative 
culpability and exercise discretion in .Cormulat­
ing appropriate sentences. Such is not now the 
case. Based on this Court's review and analysis 
of all available authorities. it i& determined that 
thirty-yellr sentences as to all Defendants con­
victed of Count Three is mandatory. 

That conclusion added thirty years to the ten years 
(or voluntary manslaughter for five of the defendants: 

Renos Avraam: 40 years. plus Cine oC $10,000: 
Brad Branch: 40 years. plus fine of '2,000; 
Jaime Castille: 40 years, plus Cine oC S2,OOO; 
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Livingston Fagan: 40 years. pb. Cine: 01 
$5,000; 

K~'in Whitediff~.40vean. r~1L5 fine of $2.000. -... -
Paul Fatla, found guilt~· oC tWO firearms offenses. 

was sentenced to five yean on One and ten years 
on the other. to r..an consecutively, plul a fine of 
$23.000 on each. The judge j'Jftt"he would recom· 
mend incarceration in Nevada Dear where ~ir. 
Faua's son, Kalani, was living. as requested by his 
attorney. 
. Somewhat surprisingl}', despite his protestations 

, about lack of discretion, the judge "departed down­
ward' from th~ sentencing guideline! with respect to 
two defendants convicted on Count 1nree. Because 
DC Graeme Craddock's Corthcoming responses to the 
Rangers and the CrandJur\', he was given a sentence 
of ten years for voluntary manslaughter and ten yeal's 
lor Count Three, a.tolal oC'IWenlY years, pl~ _i Cine of 
52.000. Ruth Riddle was also giv~n a reduced sen­
lence. The judge commented, "One would have to 
have been as closely involved with this tragedy from 
its first dav until toda\', as I have been, and to have 
observed Ms, Riddle··s demeanor and reactions 
throughout all of thee proc~ngs, compared to all 
of the other DcEendanls' 10 fully Wlderstand all of the 
reasons I believe her culpability is so much less than 
most of theirs. Therefore, •. the Court will deparl 
downward in this case and sentence Ms. Riddle tu a 
period of thirty-excuse me-five years incarcera­
tinn ... [and] a $2.500 fine. "The sentencing guide. 
lines were apparemly not so rigid that they could not 
be reduced by twent ~'-Cive ~ars {or a defendant whose 
"demeanor" seemed acceptable to the judge. (Kather­
ine Schroeder, who testified for the government. 
received a senlenc~ oC three },cars.) Appeals are being 
taken to the Fifth Circuit Court oC Appeals in Ne .... 
Orleans by most of tilt convicted defendants. 

IX 

T he person chosen by the jury as its presiding 
member was Sara 1.. &in, a San Antoniu school· 

teacher. On Ma)' II, 1994. after hearing or the rein· 
statement of Count Three, abc wrote the judge lb;.. 
the jUl')' had not intended to convict the defend3J~a 
on serious gun charges. ~Even five years is too sC\erc 
a penalty for what we believed to be n minor cha rge,· 
she wrote.. (The judge said he had never received her 
lener, that the jury is not to concern itself with ien· 
tences. and that juron cannOt impeach their own 
verdiCL) She attended the sentman" hearing as a 
silent reminder to the judge of U:l! jUry's concerns. 
but without apparently affen.ing the draconian 
thirty-year lentences. 

In an interview on June ?i, 1994. she said about the 
5~ntences: "They certai!.iy didn't reelect the jur\·~ 
intention at all. We had thought that the weapc,ns 
charges would be a slap on the wrisL ... I wish ev~rv· 
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one had just been acquiued on all chargel .... TIu: fed- &Tess will hold he;uings mis year into the dealhS :tl 
era! government was ab$Olulely OUl oC control mere. Waco. Whether such hearings will comribul(, :0 

We spoke in the jury room about me £act thal the I truth aud justice may be a different question. They 
wrong people were on trial, that it ShOUld.haVe. been ~ may JUSt muddy the waters and impair the: civil6uilS. 
the ones that planned the raid and orchestrated It and A But they should at least keep the pot boiling .. Illere IS 

iruUted on carrying out this plan who should have much about me disasteMlt Mt. ·Carmel dun IJ.:is nOI 
on trial. • yet come out. and the public still thinks about it 10 

T he prosecutors and the judge repeatedly insisted 
that "the government is not on trial herc.· Sara 

JWn and other jurors evidently thought it should 
have been. That may yet occur. A number of civil 
suits have been brought againn the federal agencies 
and officers involved. The leading lawsuit is proba­
bly that entered in August 1994 by former Attorney 
(;tneral Ram5ey Clark on behalf oC -the surviving 
members of the General Association of the Branch 
Davidian Seventh-day AdvenUsu- Cor $900.000,000 
for wrongful death. property damage. and other 
harms. IE the case goes forward. a prolonged period 
of di$Covery will follow. which could produce some 
very interesting evidence, including the videotapes 
and still photos taken by the ATF photographers 
during the raid, the plans for the raid, the FBI'. pIam 
for use of CS gas. the logs of observers during the 
gassing and the fire. and other information that was 
not admiued at the criminal trial 

The Speaker of the: House of Representatives, 
N,.,.,'[ Gingrich, stated on January 14. 1995 that Con-

terms of "cult" sten:otypes that ill prepare us (or 
future encounters with those who believe they are 
touched by the finger of Cod. 

x 

T here is a $60,000 cyclone fence around the 
premises in Waco, erected by the State of Texas. 

to which the surviving Branch Davidians have the 
key. They own the properlY, .but a woman claiming 10 

be the wife of ~~ Roden has built a shack ouuic:e 
the entrance and lives there. trying to collect cIor:.l o 

tions "Cor the Branch'Davidians" from the dozeru oi 
touri5ts who come by .every week (which the Bra::c.n 
Davidbns never receive). 

The $UIVivors are indigent. having lost everything 
in the fire. But Sheila Martin, the widow of Wayne 
Martin, told me thal they are sustainee. b}' their 
reliance on the Bible. nOlon David Koresb. He taught 
them, she said, (0 rely on (he Word. not on him. But 
one elderly lady said she was just waiting Cor hUn to 
come and take her home. Iffi 


