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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SOLICITQOR
Washington. D.C. 20240

PLEASE DELIVER TO:
NAME Elana. Kagen
ORGANIZATION: ___White House Counsel.

FAX | ‘
NUMBER:___ 456-1647
TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES (including cover) 32
FROM:

NAME: Edward B. Cohen - N
Deputy Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N:W., - Suite 6353
Washington, D.C. 20240
Ph: (202) 208-4813
Fax: (202) 208-5584

DATE: _May 20, 199

MESSAGE:

Elana-

These are the documents that I em told by our lenglatlve
office were in the Secretary’s travel notebooks and were originated
in the White House. Most logk innocent:; a few are mpre sensitive.
As 1 indicated, Don Young, Chair of our over51ght comnittee, has
heen invéstigating Secretary Babbitt’s travel. We already have
provided a large amount of information including the Secretary’s
travel briefing notebooks. We withheld these documents, however,:

until we were able to get s read from your office on what you want’
us to do. . .

Thanks,

Ed

61:LT NOR 96/02/80
1007 1vd



- . Cabinet Tour Briefing Book
- (White House)
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CABINET TOUR BRIEFING BOOK
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- Clean Water
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S H EXNVIRONNENTAL TRIP FALRIN(J l’()l'\TS
\l.ll’lh 7. 1996

"We must ask more ol uuucE\ es, we must expect more of each other, and we
must face our chillenges together. ..Our fifth challenge:to leave our
environment safe and clean for the next generation, ...People do have a right
to know that their air and their water are safe.”

Pl-esidcn: Clinton
. State of the Union Address
. - o January 23, 1996

THEME,

o} Today (3/11) the President and Vice President will visit a Superfund site in.
Wallington, New Jersey and give an environmental address to the community.

‘ o We're visiting places and talking to pcople who dramatize in one specific way the
President’s challenge in the SOTU to protect public health and the environment,
which will stand in stark contrast to efforts to roll back environmental safeguards.

0 These people and this place have benefited from 25 years of bipartisan commitment to

' the environment, but as the President said in the SOTU there is more to do. The.
President challenged us to finish the job, by contrast, many in Congress would go

( backward.

TALKING POINTS.

0 SOTU Challenge: Leave Our Environment Safe and Clean for Future
Generations. A quarter century ago, our nation's leaders embarked on a bipartisan
mission to clean up the environment. We've cut toxic emissions from factories by
half and lead levels in our children’s blood by 70 percent. But, we still have far to
go. We should: ,

- . Say 10 business: if you can find a cleaner, cncaper way to meet tough
pollution standards, do it.

- Continue to work with state and community leaders find better ways {0 protect
our natural resources and provide economic opportunny for years to come,

- Promote community. right to know programs that require polluters to disclose

- informatjon to their neighbors.

- Challenge Congress 1o abandon efforts to let polluters off the hook and make

taxpa_l,crs pick up the tab. The polluters should pay.

" o - Today l'm visiting XXX, which exempllﬂes the President’s agenda, Or, Today,
' I'm announcing YYY, [t will benefit these people I'm with today because it's a
‘common sense way to proiect their health. environment, quality of life.

]
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a2 This is ondy the Litest v\.lmplc of the President’s commitment o nuthing L.-mmun
’ aellse retorms (o arder o progect public hesldth and the environment.
tAccomplishiments -- Administration-w ide and department-specific. )

Q0 But some in Congress are letting lobbyists write bills to roll back envirominental
safeguards, (Examples) They would roll back 25 years of health protection through
their regulatory "reform” bill. They, would require taxpayers to pay polluters it a
regulation put a crimp in their profits. They would pracrically repeal the Clean Water .
. Act Clean Air Act, and Endangered Spccu:s Aus

o President Clmton and Democrats in Congress are defeating the anti-environment
- agenda and moving ahead on the President’s challenge, After the House the Clean’
Water Act rollback. the President promised to veto it in a heartbeat -- and stopped the
bill dead in its tracks. The President and Senate Democrats stopped Newt Gingrich's
anti-environment Contract with Amenca even vetoing the Dole bad meat reg
"reform" bill.

0 We should balance the budget without compromising public health or the
environment. 35 GOP loopholes and giveaways that would be law right now if not
for Democrats in Congress and President Clinton. The Arctic Refuge would be open
right now, Qil refinerics and hazardous waste Incinerators would have loopholes in
the Clean Air Act right now. Right now, EPA couldn’t keep raw sewage off our
beaches and out of our waterways.

: - :LT NOK 98/02/60
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Dffice. of the Press SECIetary
For Immedxate Release B ‘January 23, 1956
STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS
QF THE PRESIDENT
U.S. Capitol
9:14 P.M, EST
ENVIRONMENT EXCERPTS

My duty tonight is to report on the gtate ¢f the Union --
not the state of our government, but of ocur American community; and to
set forth our responszbllltaes, in the words of our Founders, to. form
a morae perfec: union.

‘The state of ‘the Unien is sﬁrdngu (Applauge.) ...

LR R .
\m ' I believe our new, smaller government must work in .an

old-fashioned Amaerican way, together with all of our citizens through
state and local governments, in the workplace, in religious,

charitable and civic associations. Our goal must be to enable all our
pecpla te make the most of their own lives -- with stronger rfamilies,
more educational coppoertunity. economic security, safer streets, a
cleaner environment in a safer world. : '

To improve the state of suy Union, we must ask more of
ourselves, we must expect more of each other, and we must face our
challenges together. (Applausge.).

tttt'-

Hcre..;n ‘this place, our responsibiliny begins with
balanexng the budget in a way that is fair to all Americans.
(Applause.) There is now broad bipartisan agreement that permanent
deficit spending must come to an end. (Applause.)...

7\ ) ,

These cuts are real. They will require sacrifice from
everyone, But, K these cuts do not undermine are fundamental obllgacions
to our parents, our children, and our future, by endangering Medicare,
or Medicaid, or education, or'the environment, or by raising taxes on -
working families. (Applause.).

Fwew

_ MORE
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| Qur £ifth challenge: =c©O l&ave our oA»ironmenc safe and
clean for the nex: generation.’ 2ecause of a generation of bisartisan
effor: we do have cleaner water and air, lead levels in children's
bloed has been cut by 70 percent,,toxic emissions from factories cut
in half. Lake Erie wag dead, and now it’s a thriving resocurce. But
10 million children under 12 still live within four miles of a toxic
waste dump:, A third of us breathe air that endangers our health. And
in too many communltles the water ies not safe to drink. We still have
much to do.

Yet Congreas has voted Lo cut environmental enfor: 2ment by
25 percent. That means more toxic chemicals in our water, more smog
in our air, more pest1c1des in our food. Lobbyists for polluters have
been allowed to write thelr own loopholes inte bills to weaken laws
that protect the health and safety of -our childran. Soma say that the
taxpayer should pick up.the tab for toxic. waste and let polluters who
can afford to f£ix it off the hook. . I challenge Congress to reexamine
thosa peclicies and to reverse them.  (Applause.)

This issue has not been a partisan isgsue. ' The most
s;gnxfzcant environmental gains in the last 30 years were made ‘under a
Demcocratic Congress and President Richard Nixon. ' We can work
together. We have to believe some bamic things. Do you believe we
can expand the economy without hurcing the environment? I do. Do you
believe we can create more jobs over the long run by cleaning the :
environment up? I know we can. That should be our ¢ommitment.
{(Applause.) : '

) We must challenge businesses and communities to take more
“iniciative in protecting the envircnment, and we have to make it
eagsier for them to do it. To businesses this adminisctration is
saying: If you can find a cheaper, more efficient way than government
regulations require to meet tough polluticn standards, do it -- as
iong as you do it right. To communities we say: We must strengthen
community right-to-know laws reguiring polluterxs to discloae their
emissions, but you have to use the information to work with business.
to cut pollution. People do have a right to know that thelr air and
their water are safe. (Applause.) ’

LR & 4

E ' Our sixth challenge ig te maintaln America‘eg leadersh;p in
the fight for freedom and peace throughout the world. '

The threats we face today as Americans respect no nation’s
borders. Think of them:  terrorism, the spread of weapons of mass
destruction, organlzed crime, drug trafficking, ethnic and religious

hatred, aggreesien by rogue astates, eavironmental degradation. 1If we .
fail to address these threats today. we will suffer the consequencag
in all our tomorrows (Applause.).

" END ' _ . '10:15 P.M. EST

-
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) 'ENVIROI\MENT AND PUBLIC HEALTH
ACCOMPLISHMENTS |

l chruary 14

1996

“I cannat and I w:ll not compromue any clean water, any'cleap_mr. any

Twenty-five years ago the Cuyahoga River caught on fire, Lake Erie was declared
dead, clouds of derk smoke hung over America's greatest cities -- and our nation began the
historic, bipartisan task of c¢leaning up. The results are a great American success story,
We’ve cut toxic emission from factories in.half. We've expanded Community-Right-to-

out of our rivers, lakes and streams.

"~ Know laws. The Clean Water Act keeps billions of pounds of toxic pollutams and sewage

Now, Republicans in Congress arc threatening to roll back public health and
environmental safeguards, and are providing unprecedented access to special interest
lobbyists, who literally have written the new legislation weakening the rules that control
pollution, The President and Vice President are standing up to those who would roll back
public health and environmental protection and making common sense reforms so that
environmenta] protection works better and costs less.

" Following are short descriptions of several of President Clmton and Vice Presxdcnt
Gore's most unportam envxronmemal accomphsh.ments

Community Right to Know: .
Issued a “Pollution Disclosure™ Executive

Order to require industry to . disclose
information about toxic releases to their

neighbors, countering GOP attempts to
allow poiluters to keep people in the dark.

Safe Drinking Water:

Required. drinking water systems to test for
and eliminate dangerous contaminants,
while the GOP Congress moved to block
funds to help communities ypgrade
treatment and Keep harmful pollutants out

.of drinking \water.

-

. Clean Air:

Issued new rule to reduce by 90% the toxic
air pollutants released from chemical plants
by 1997. Overall. 50 million people in 55
cities are now breathing -cleaner. air that

. meets federal health standards.

Reinventing Envnmnmental Protectnon.

Cuning paperwork by 25% and allowing
businesses to throw out the EPA rulebook
and write their own if they can do it clcancr
and cheaper. Issued an executive order to
make health, safety and environmental
programs more fair, efficient and effective.
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“When ft come to protecting the enwmnment we must recognize that we are all part of
something much larger than ourselves, a farmb' related only N
intimately by commitment 1o each other’s common future” '

distantly by blocd, but

Vice. P}mdenr A
Jmte 14', 1993 ‘

‘Superfund Cleanups:

Fought GQP attempts to repeal the law that

makes polluters -- rather than taxpayers -- -

pay to clean up toxic dumps.

lncmeratmn.

Issued safeguard so mumctpal incinerators
reduce dioxin cmissions by 99 percent.

Lobbying Reform:

‘Banned contact with lobbyists who do not

disclose their activities, while the GOP
Congress literally allowed lobbyists to write
legislation rolling back environmental laws.

Meat Safety
Issued new standard to prevent E, colt
contamination in meat, fighting off GOP

attempts to block the rule and have fought

off misguided ‘“"regulatory reform’
leglslauon that would put food safety at
risk.

. Recycling:
Issued executive order to jump start market

for recycled goods, which are more
valuable than ever,

LY
.

Energy Efficiency & Renewable Energy:

Expanded funding.for energy efficiency and
renewables, while the GOP Congress is
seeking to cut them by 40%.:

- Homeowner FProtection:

Made reforms so vast majority of American
homeowners never again have 10 worry
about wetlands or endangered :-p;cms lu\\s

at

Natiunal Parks:

" Withdrew land from néw mining claims to

protect Yellowstone, while fighting GOP
attcmpts to close national parks.

Protecting Children’s Health:
Guaranteed that children’s health risks and
exposure are taken into account in
environmental safeguard scuting.

Clean Water Act:

Vowed to veto the lobbyist-writen GOP
bill to roll back Clean Water standards that
keep billtons of pounds of toxic. pollutants
and sewage out of our rivers, lakes and
streams. Stopped the bill dead in its tracks.

Pesticides and Food Safety:

Canceling some of the most dangerons
pesticides while moving safer substitutes .
into the market more quickly.

Global Phaseout of Persistent Chemicals:
Led the way to an agreement to phase out
the use of 11 dangerous, pcrsxstent organic
chernicals worldwide. .

Environmcnfal .- Techaology:

- Programs 1o help business compete more
. effectively in the fast-growing global -

market, creating jobs for American workers.

Eliminating Unnecessary Regulation:
Blocked GOP "regulatory moratorium” to
stop all new health and environmental
safeguards. Instead, targeted 16.000 pages
of unnecessary régs for elimination.

Yvd 22:L1 NOK 986/02/50




MAKING GEORGIA A BETTER
PLACE TO LIVE AND WORK

America Is Moving In the Right Direction Under President Clinton

» Stronger E¢onomy. The combined rate of unemployment and inflation is at.its towest level since 1968,

+ 7,7 Million New Jobs. The economy has created 7.7 mijlion new jobs under President Clinton, Private
sector job growth rate 8 times greater than during previous Administration.

"» Rencwed Growth in Key Industries, After a decade of enormous job losses in construction,
manufacturing, and autos, these industries have made a remarkable recovery .. nearly one rmlhon new jobs
' combined under President Clinton,

¢ Deficit Cut in Half. “The Presu!ent's economic plan cut the deficit for three years in a row for the first
time since Harry Truman was President - the largest reductxon in history.

. Keepmg Guns Away from Criminals, More than 45 000 fugitives and felons blocked from buymg
handguns because President Clmton fought to pass the Brady Bill.

¢ Safer Communities, The cnme rate is down and the number of murders reported dropped 12%—-&1.:
largest decline in 35 years. .

. Stronger Families. Teen pregna.ncy is falling, the poverty rate is decreasmg, and the number of people or
welf'are is declining. ]

¢ Unemployment Rite in Georgia Has Dropped from 6.1% to 4.9%.
+ 389,300 New Jobs in 33 Months — Three Times As Many As In the Previous 4 Years Combinid,
« 31,000 New Muufmﬁng'rm in Georgis — After Deciiniig During the Previous 4 Years.

* Crime Is Down. In Allama ‘the number of reported murders fell 7% in the first half of 1995 In Macon,
" the reponed number of crimes dropped by 21% in the same period.

. 515,000 of Reduced Federal Debt for Every Family of Four in Georgla. T'hs President’s economic plar
is reducmg the federal debt for each family of four by about $15,000, :

_e. 537,103 Working Families Receive a Tax Cut. The President's expanded Eamed Income Tax Credit is
helping 537,103 working families make ends meet. )

« 592 New Police Officers in Georgia. The President’s Crime Bill puts 592 new police officers on the
street, strengtheéns drug courts helping keep adult and juvenile offenders from cycling through ihe legal
system, and helps protect women and children from domestic violence and sexual offenders.

e 1,180,000 Workers Protected by Family and Medical Leave. The Family and ‘Medical Leave Act’
allows workers to take up to 12 weeks of unpaid leave for the birth of a child or to care for a sick family
member. This law covers about 1, 180 079 workers in Georgia.
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MAKING NORTH CAROLINA A BETTER
PLACE TO LIVE AND WORK

America Is Moving In the Right Direction Under President Clinton

‘Stronger Economy. The combined rate of unémployment and inflation is at its lowest level since 1968.

7.7 Million New Jobs., The economy has created 7.7 mitlion new jobs under Presment Chnton Private
sector job gro\wh rate 8 times greater than during previous Administration.

. Renewed Growth in Key lndustnes. After a decade of enormous job losses in construction,

manufacturing, and autos, these industries have macle a remarkable recovery -- nearly one million new jobs
combined under President Clinton.

Deﬁmt Cut in Half. The President's economic plan cut the deficit for three yea:s in 2 row for the ﬂm
time since Harry Truman was President -- the: largest reduction i in history.

Keeping Guns Away from Criminals. More than 45,000 fugitives and felons blocked from buying
handguns because President ‘Clinton fought to pass the Brady BI“ '

Safer Communities. 'Ihe crime rate. is down and the number of murders reported dropped lZ%-the
largest decline in 35 years.

Stronger Families. Teen pregnancy is falling, the poverty rate'is decreasing, and the number of people on
welfare is declining. .

| Unemployment Rate in North Caroliﬁa Has Declined from 5.6% to 3.9%.

Consumer Confidence Is Up 58%, After Dropping During the Prior Four Years.
247,200 New Jobs in 33 Months - More than the Entire Previous Administration. o

Crime is Down. - In Durham, the nunber of reported murders fell 31% in the first half of 1995,
In Winston Salem, the number of reported murders dropped 45% in the same period

$15,000 of Reduced Federal Debt for Every F amily of Four in Nortl.l. Carolina. The President's
economic plan is reducing the federal debt for cach family of four by about §15,000.

'524,849 Working melles Recuve a Tax Cut. The President's expanded Eamed Income Tax Cred:t i5

helping 524,849 working families make. ends meet.

707 New Police Officers in Nerth Carolina. Ihe Presidents Crime Bill puts 707 ‘new police officers on

. the street, strengthens drug courts helpmg keep adult and juvenile offenders from cycling through the legal

ZE0

system, and helps protect women and children from domestic violence and séxual offenders.

‘ 1,250,000 Workers Protected by Family and Medical Leave, The Family and Medxcal Leavé Act allows

workers to take up to 12 weeks of unpaid leave for the birth of a child or to care for a sick family member
This law covers about 1,250,000 workers in North Carolina.
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Law lots Northwest loggers
chain-saw old-growth forest

By DAVID FOSTER
The Associnted Press

BELLINGHAM, Wash, — |t
was & Mitch Friedman
said he dn't pass up ~— trees
from the government for just 60
cents each!

When a stand of fire-damaged
timber in Washington's Oka-
nogan Nationa] Forest went to
auwction Dec. 20, Friedman's outfit
was there, outbidding three tim-
ber companies.

Business as ususl — except
that Friedman is an environmen-
tal activist, not a logger, and he
wants to leave the trees in place,
not cut them down. All of which
- means he's more likely to spot
Bigfoot than get the timber con-
tract. |

The Forest Service said you

can't buy its trees without cutting '

them down, but direc-
tor of the Bellingham-based
Northwest Ecosystern Alliance,
fgured it was warth a try.
" Northwest ‘environmentalists
have few other options these days.
A measure passed by Congress
+and signed reluctantly last Ju.ly
by President Clinton suspends en-
vironroenta) ‘laws across thou.-
sands of acres of the Northwest's

160

Envuonment

oldﬁgmwth foreat

Of all the rollbacks in environ-
mental regulation Emmmed by
congressional Republicans, this is
one of the few that has stuck The
Wilderness Sodety calls it “the
worst blot" on thia Congress envi-
ronmental record.

Friedman calls it the bad old
days. have retumed to
the Northwest woods, cleaning
large swaths of centuries old Tees
next to streams and on steep éas-
ily eroded slopes. .

No longer able to challenge tim-
ber sales through legal chm:l.nels
environmentalists have gotten
creative — if not very effective.

“This is an act of desperation.”
Friedman said of his attempt to
buy timber. "Congress has
slammmed shut the courtroom
doors.”

Civil disobedience is the order
of the day as slogan-<chanting col-
lege students replace briefcase-

ing lawyers at the front lines of

arthwest’s timber battles,

Protesters trying to stop a 55-
acre clear-cut in the Olympic Na-

tional Forest this month set up &
mock living room on a forest road,
locking themselves onto a eouch
embedded in concrete.

Forest Service officials took
some of the protesters’ clothes and

- buots, forang the ¢hilled activists

out. but one activist snuck back a

“few nights later, climbing 100 feet

up a tree. A Feb. 17 rally near the
site drew ut least 250 protesters,
100 of whom were arrested for
trespassing aftar crossing into 3
closed area. -

Two days later, the tree-sitter
had climbed down, the prutesters
had gone home, and the chain
saws were roaring.

Loggers are savaring a rare vic- -
tory in their quest for timber.

“What this legislation did was
bagically restrict some groups
from obstructionist lawsuits,” sai
Chris West, spokesman for t.he
Northwest Forestry Association, a

- timber-industry group.

“Envimmnmentaliats have been
able to totally shut down the fed-

‘eral timber program in the Paafic

Northwest,” West said. “That has
put dozens and dozens of mills out
of business and tens of thousands

of people out of work.”

) \ri
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Los ANCELI-‘.‘E TIMES

G Chnton Backs Repea.l of Loggmg Provmon

q.gnvirOnmqnt. His

cemarks reflect effort to

scttle conten tious debate
aver legislation allowing

thc cutting of damaged -

trées in old-growth forests_

. Y

.* BY JAMES GERSTENZANG
. ﬂm STAPP WRITER

"SEAm.E-lmhn; to eace the
mg‘n conteatious environmenlal
igue facing . him this

President Clinian on Satur- .
Wuucdtarnpealof:mm- .

Yifslal provisian in federal ogging
Ja¥ that has allowed timber com-
pania to charge back inw old
fafetts that had bean put off limits
Whe president made his remarks
dx)e flew here from Long Beach
They reflscted an effort to put
lum.uu back in-the good groces of

ai"imporiant constitiency deeply

angered by an sarlier decisjon. It
was one that led o wide-scale
culting of lederally owrmed tim.
ber—much of it in majsetic ald

forets—that bas been damaged by

fire, wind, diaeqsc and insecis.
The (ssue has galvanized envi-

; ronmenlalists lke no other In re-

cery yeirs, wrning oatonal forests -

inlo siles of protests and acvesis.
And. Clinton's decision w9 ¢ock &
solution to the debate reflects the

. Breatimpartanee altached Lo it

0807

Loggm. look on the trecs as &

salvatign—=however lempo-.

‘rary—{ram their deelining for-
wnes, and argus that the “sal-
vaged™ ‘tress aro- a  small

pereentage of the lumber they will |

fake from national forests this
year. :

Thus, the legging debate bag
became the focal polat -of  the

ongoing clavh over the nation's.

environmental and economic well.
being.

Clintan—during a converzation
with Sen. Patly Murray (D-
Wash.) aboard Alr Farce One—did
not rule out ail logging of the

. damaged trees, but said he advo-

eated repeal of lcgislative language
that allowed outting in old-growth
foresit This midway courTse re-

flecis administration offertd o

navigate towgrd @ peolicy that is
both coconomically and enviran-
mentall{‘ sustainahle,

eCurry, the While House
presy gaerotary. said chat “the
president feela very strongly we
have 10 act to protect fish and

) Wildllla and old-grewth habitas.”

eCurry alse =mid that the

. pregident calied for legisla-
Uon sectiing questions dsaaling with
the sale, for culing, of forosts that
had been put on hold five years 3go
for environmenial ressons. He xald
Clinten raiscd the postbility of

opening other, lexs sensitive land

" far logging or ef buying cut exist-

::“g: contracts, how in abeyanee, oh

trees.
And, McCurry said, Clinon
called for an gverall reexamingtion

of the entire Umber salvage pro- -

gram, o take fnlo aecount the
“legitimats cancerns the ind
has"” aver galning ocecss to valu-
able treeq, .

Most of the ng has laken
&hﬂinthel’adﬁc Nerthwest and

Narthern Cailfornia, sending

vist new amounis of trober to .

market. Byt some i occurring in :

alher pockets across the country.
The iwsue involves mare thgn
|-:ly the losy of the Lrees—same
eoldcn,grmdauwm inthe
try. Many are in cxiremoly
lselatcd rogions, and reaching
them—and bringing out their

" ianks--requirea eonsuuemu of

lmll!mlds.
The elear-eyt land !.hnt. the log-

. gees leave behind lacks suflicient

growih 1o hold sall on oficn-gteep
slopes. Some already has turmod
lnwo erdded acres nf mud. Crities

ay that in some cases, thiz has
destroyed the [arest hamee of mar-

bled murrelets and spotted owls,”

bath listed ws threatened. It alzo
has, they say. begun nm:.ﬁ ouu-
Fristine streams with silt
chokes fish.

The issue flared up last summer
after Clinton signed budget legidia.
ton that offered help for Oood

" victims in Callfornia and fer survi-

vory of the bombing in Oklahoma
City. Attached 1o it was languape
nuowiuhggmmwdeMmd
dying trees and, in one
theoldumberm-hichlogm
had been blocked for enviranmen«
tal reasors after tha US, Farest
Servieehadldmdthem(orme
ﬁv:yma;u.

ustry |
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RockyMountam News

Mon Feb. 26,1996

'Clmton move signals environmentalists

Promise to repeal law
. that allows old-growth
timber sales aims to
‘heal rift with old alhes

By Joel Connelly

- — T A Sl

ABOARD AIR FORCE ONE — AS
his jet flew over clear-cut areas i
the Cascade Range en route to
Washington state Saturday after-
noon, President Clinton promised
.to heal a major grievance that
environmentalists have with him.

Clinton said he erred last sum-
mer in signing legislation that ex-
ermpted certain sales of old-growth
timber from environmental Jaws.
The provision “has to be re-
pealed,” Clinton said in an inter-
view.

“This timber rider, as it apphes
to the old-
been a bad thing,” Clinton added.
. "It has undermined our balanced
approach to growing the economy,
having respons:ble logging and
preserving the environment. It's

8203

owth forests, has .

" just a mistake. It's not guod over

the long run for other econumic
interests of the Northwest, espe-
cially salmon.” -

" Environmentahsts have argued
that the administration allowed it-
self to be “taken for a rider” when
it agreed to the provision in an
appropriations bill last summer.

e rider was supposed to aliow
for salvage logging of diseased
trees or burned-over forests. In
federal cotirt lawsuits. however,
the timber industry has used the
rider as a legal bulldozer to open
sales of dmber from old-growth
trees. The sales were planned by
the Forest Service before Clin-
ton’s 1994 forest plan put in new
environmental protections on fed-
eral timber lands.

One such sale, a 55-acre sta.nd

- of old-growth trees in the Dose-

wallips, Wash., watershed of the
Olympic Peninsula, saw anti-log-
ging demonstrations and more
than 100 arrests over the Presi-
dents Day weekend.

The GOP Congress has moved
. to bolster the West's traditional

natural-resource industries by
easing environmnental restrictions,
putting brakes on federal studies
and giving loggers, miners and
livestock grazers increased can-
trol over federa} lands.

In his interview Saturday, how-
ever, Clinton echoed a view —
" increasingly heard from some.

-Northwest economists — that a

healthy, protected natural envi-
ronment can be an asset to €co-
nomic growth in a technology-

"driven  economy  where:
businesses can choose where in
Americatolocate. -

But the president stressed that
resource-dependent towns must

epealed,

- not be left in the lurch.

If the timber rider is r
Chnton said, he will ask Congress -
to ease short-terma immpacts by let-
. ting the Forest Service find other
trees for mills to cut.

In the long nun, argued ClmtOn
preservation of natural assels -
air and water quality, ﬁsh and
wildlife, scenery and recreation —

"will help the entire Northwest

grow and prosper.

-
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Old-Growth Trees — imms ety
Clinton Seeks Repeal of Law "0 9 tmma dsem s i s L pate
That Allows Solvage Cutting o e s s o s

ment
~ tion, and officials predictad a battie with Congreas over the |
oy —— . owuc. Sen. Stade Garton (R-Wash.) bas vowed to fight any
T e e tn repe 4 ot
TS s e e G b G e
d called for legishtion ' *Webelicve there should b s fepeal of cuifting &) ancient,
he signed tast year that resulted i the ogging of thousands.  * cldgrowthi faresti® MeCurry ad; He Siid the aduiizisre-
of acves of oid-growth trees in mxtioeal forests and ochér . . tion will ask Congrem either for timber aloea.
fiedera) lands. T tous for cpenies with vabd cootracts to cut in okd-growth
The logging provisiat was nast of a budget Bl Clintn fwrests or btyout suthatity to stop the cotzing.
-+ in the belief the issie could be inanaged so as not to ro- . sfeguards in matioml forests, was promoted 3s a way of
duce logging harerful to the old-growth trees, C ‘entiing degd téess and fire-prone undertrush, Undes a stpa-
But White House preas secrenary Michae! McCorry mid yute provision of the law, thowsands of prived, healthy tecs
bere today that adverse court decisions expanding the pro- © | 2160 a7e being targeted for conumercial cutting. Court inter-
vizioa had produced umacceptable resuits snd Clinten would . - pxetations of the aw bave recpened dopms of mles of
oow push Congress farrepeal. . . . " gresn, bealthy timber that previously had beco blocked to
Clinton told an sudiencs bere that kis administration had | peotact fish and wildEfe.
erred on the issue, “We've made one or two mistaless ander - Eaviroomentalists have charged that ‘the provisiot = 2
the biw of unintended consequences,” he sxid, “and oo of - bonane for the timber industry and tirestens severe &co-
them was the unintended and Gnwarranted consequence of Iogical damage to pablic forests from const to cosst.
the way that timber rider has been cxyried oat.” - .
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Timber: Apprehensions r,i\ée,-fall o
throughout five-day conference

HContimsed lrem Pags D1 -
principles to manage [orests. The
work cacrics ne regulatory weight.
In those
fused to endorse a repaal of the sal-
vage logglng rider. But they did sup-

- port @ principle that people havea the

right to scok legal review of land
management decisions, semething
stymled under the ridst. .

The vislon statement — 3 set of
bread |deals — echoes murh of

. exlsting forest law, with additions

that inelude an emphasts on produe-
ing sustaipable levels of products
from the forests while prolecting
aearby forestdapendont communi-
es.

Tue idea Is (or delcgates to take

the wark home with them and try
unew to solve onc of the nation’s
mast perplexing 'debatss about natu-
ral resourcs,

.Cary Hegreberg, a cowboy-booted
timborman from Montana, had a

hard (ims with the congross. Ho saw .

much of 1t a3 & battlegraynd of trad|-
tion3l foo=. the timber industry and
environmentalists — with little pro-
gress. ' '

But he said he saw samething
I think Tiere are a ot of pecple
iy the middle who moved clnser to-
gether here,” said Hegreberg, of the
Montana Weod Producers' Associa-
tion. “Ultimately, that will foree the
rest of us ¢ . But it will take
awhie* .

- Enviranmental groups had thregt:
ened an early wajkout of the con.
gress. It did not happen. Althaugh a
handful of activists did-leave &nd
tagged the congress a charade, most
scayed The extremo membors wore
"marginalized,” s2id Paul Ketcham
af the Portland Audubon Soclety.

“I think there world have been 2
bigger show had the conference
taken & tura Into boing an industry
cansortium . -- but it didn‘t,” Katch-
am sald “There were some major

. braakthroughs at pur table.”

Waves of aparehension mse and
subsided aver thc congress as inter-
est groups fretted that drganizers

Inciples, delegates re-

uéwld tip the agends away frem
thom. -

The system may have prevenind
that. Because groups -of 10 sa2 to-

- gether since Wednesduy, dolegates
were forced 1o deal with each othor

day in and day out. Frequently, con-
Lrovergles quickly were talked out,

Bd‘-: late Friday, pasalans bubbled
to tho surface whan one participant
oharged thero wis raclsm egainst
blacks who were Interesied in uthan
forsstry. At a news conference, an
environmental activist snatched a
microphone and denounced the.¢on-
ference a3 a timber Industry k.

For. environmentalists, much of

the congress was a storm, as plans
for 3 walkout camc and went,
_Into the drama strode a star.
studded cast or scuvists, Televisian
slar Kd Begley Jr. joinad environ-
mental legend David Brower and his
wile af the Sheraten Waashington for
dinner. Rouah and Brock Evans, Au-
dubon Society vice president,
worked through much of the won.
gress. -

Brower, 83, did uot participate in
the eangreas but aqid he did not op-
pase it if people did not forgoet that
trees werp lalling as they met.

“The idea of trying to got toguthar - -

Is a good ono.” Bruwer siid. But he
added, “There Is consideralie room
for fiddling while Rome is burniog.”

Gotting together in this congress
was a-flrgt for the conservation com-
munity. Such ronfcrences have been
held only periodically since 1882 —~
with some impreacive results, i the
late 20th century, hawever, the gath.
criggs have boeh peopled mostly by
industry and govornment represen-
tatives.

But the past decate has brought a
erisls in the nation’s forests as peo-
ple have begun objecting to exten-
sive logging. In the Northwest, that

battle has escaiated into ope that

his forest policy dictated by the

.courts and US. Congress wather
" than by landownars.

Many at the forest congrese said
It's time to change that

/N
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A one-on-one interview with Clinton

- ByJOEL CONNELLY
© R NATIONAL CORRSPONIRNT

A portia] text of the Post-Intelligencer’s
Interview with President Climton Sarurday
afiernoan an Air Farce One:

Q:"Vhat. if anything, do you infend to do
about the socalled logging salvge

| rider, passed by Congress lext summer, Uhat

has allowed hgging of ofd-grewih trees 10
resume in Nortowest nationa] forests?

A:‘! thiek the old-growth section of the
rider has te be repealed because of the

We worked so hard o the Northwest
timber plan. We triad to gee this ost of court.

We have put & lo! of mgney badk Into the

communities of the Padfic Northwast to
suppart eccnomic transformation. The unem.
ployrment mle is lower, the growth rate s up
1n most piaces of the Northwest. -
This timber rider . . . hss underminsd

aur balanced approach {0 %ar;;ing m

economy, having responsinle
resenan

misluke. I's no! goad over the long run foe
other economic interesis of the Northwes,
especiaily szimon. .

the environment 1t's a -

. Prestdent Jiang Zemin, t the Asia-
- Padific leadars canference here in 1993,
pointedly visited the home of an avernge

trade. Cammerce Is vita!. Stil, we've

Iately sten & legding human.rights ectivist
glven a 14-year sentence In Chind, and
milirery threets direcies at Taiwan, Will you
renew China's treding advantsges?

it cames up, We have some issues
batween ourselves and the Chinese, some
- Issues involving nostrade matten and trade

~ maiters such as iatellecuual property.

Boeing worker (o undarsoors the {mpact of

VA 82:LT NON 96/0Z/S0

=1 will have to review the evidence 28 * -

_ WY it was intempretad by the courts. . . . s
. : I will, however, alsp seek same sulthorlyy : . Tights -
" 1 from Co for replacemani timber, for : You have B decition coming upby - - Wit T hope we can o is conlinae to
B | soma buy-back cptions g0 we don't give the Junson whether o rensw masi-lavored- -
. . ® | timber interests causs for congent. matkon trading stalus for Chine. - B See Q& A Pogz 44
From Page ) | pointed ousthat we isve negotist-  ments. So you cannot Judge Amer-  view, however, it Is clear it Is better
: : od 20 separate trade agreements with . ¢a'c trade record by » famponarily bad  for the economy for sveryone,
Integrate China Inte the famlly of Japen, covering everything from economy in Mexico. On the X Whaty the fair arewer? lf i0u
nations. and continus bo work toward  automoblle parts to hospial eguip- in the long run, NAFTA will baagood  wereto cut all the old-growth (resd,
. more open snd more faif trede. ment to agricultural products. |h1n8 for America. . would bring more money in the A
T . !numzumuwhm?a - Our trade pollcy is the right | Mnmmmw(%mntt
mests, exports have increased 80 thing for Americy. It ls goinglo creste  would ba devastating to ’
15 it in Amesice's best Lntex: parcent in fust thrée years. Jous more Jobs thap fcoata by far. The - ©on and Oregon, Why? It would
ests fo pursue an tmde relaled to trade with Japenare up 21 jobs are going to be better paylng contribute to paklution of the water,
poilcy with 2 country mhlm. percent. That is the dlrection we Enm .. Bwould make ths ssimon
which presently exports momtous.  want ko inke on tha aconomic Front . ] . worse. 1t would undermine why a
then it tabes of sur products? with Japen, China and merybody Q:Wn have adebateover -~ Wtofpecplewant tolivain the
) banafy, - ClSE , ¢nvironmental protecticn Inthe  Nosthwex, sad undermins your
: The United Stales kas banefit- W Northwest. Some eaythat mese  Quality of life . i
?;dhnmm policies ! have ' . wres, such s reserving part of the Ono great challenge, howver,
edophed Our exparts aroal an &l Q7 sreyourfeligronthe  Colmbia Rhers valer bestior, 812 way (0 prwerye e
time high, F"rmﬂmﬁh w calls for protectionism that have  hurt the scosomies of ruml areay, - EMWirCnmant Lo A wity thal doed et -
t‘f’”f expor's ame o resonated thrgugh ezrly sages of Other gay that having satman in . hurt thess communities in the shrt
oo m&:ﬂ "o couniy. "8I the |996 presideatial campalgn? . the ver and L anspoilad evin- RN, U  eliowa them o maks &
. A shimulus ECOBIMY: .
if we siey on this course . . . : It s wrong to suggest that the ;le%plesu:imachnlet:;rwlummim " and we noed 1o rap the vast
we will bring our trede deficit inio - FSonly alternatives ace uncriticel business will locate [t here benefils of seconclling econ growth
bulnceand wewillglowly create freetrade ontheone hand . . What IS Jour view of environ. and environmental protetion in -
mare jobs that are higirpeylg jobs. . expecting noihing from cur tradleg o) protectlon? L5 it a help or & helbngun.
Trade-related jobe pey on i aver- ers, or grotectionism, which . g e b0 growth in the Wa've put an endrmouy
8ge 20 percent more than nontrade-  will really hort America. T arsaunt of effost jnto the question of
reigted jobs. Cnz problem with If we stop buytng things from ‘1 {5 ngreat help tocreatinga - how you can make eovironmntal | -
Americy's wage stagnation is the need  other countries, they ere more than new soopomy. Bot let's be blunt: IF E:umm more eonsistant with mars
. to get peopla jobs where wages {ree 1o stop buying things from us. you have envivonmestal protection et econamizs. So'you den't have »
grow yeer in and year ot That s The other way isto work for fre¢ trade  {hat maderales certain practices, ft can  stupid regulation So you don? ctrain

02, 26.98

gerarally 1he cete with trade. .
Just yestorday, 1 mat with the
Japanese prime mintster In California.

that is falr, to keep breaking down
Barfers. This administration has ne.
gotinted 200 separate yrade agree-

be harmful In the short run
paople of Teral areas. :
- When you take a long-term

¥ 2 guat to wallow » camel. You -
find ways that will strengthen the

- economy, )
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- President Clinton mingles with the crowd Saturday after a round-table discusslon and speech at Shnréilng

to.repeal law on
old-grow_th cuts
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) I -hank Premsident Qertli and - ;“AWK senator Murray., yowur
former :'f“'u'it} mamnexr here and a remarkable publ...-. gervant whe is -- yes, y
can elap for that, i1t's all right -- (applause) .-- he’'s here along with
Congressman Dicks and Congreseman McDeertt. Lec me 3ay that we’'ve done a
of good rhings in the laztl three years. ' (Applause.) And we’'ve made one or
two mistakes under the law of unintended consequences. And one of them was
the unintended and unwarranted conseguence of the way that timber rider has
baen carried out, And Patty Murray is going to help us fix it, and I thank
her for that. I thank her for that. (Applause )

“
-~ ’ﬁ"“-
- :

vl .
A e
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TIMBER QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Q: Do you support full repeal?

A: . The old growth provisions are very problematic and must be repealed. Concerns
have also been taised regarding the salvage provision. We may need 1o repeal it,
. .too. I'm convineed that the public should not be shut out of the process and that
we’ve got 10 uphold the law. I'm going to work with Patty Murray. Ron Wyden,
Norm Dicks, Elizabeth Furse, the Governors of the region and others 1o ﬁnd the best
T solution to the problems in the salvage program. :

Party Murray is working on a bill to address thesc issues. Do you support it?

We are working very closely with her. The details of a piece of legislation are aot in
place yet, but we certainly are in agreement with regard to the problems with the old
growth provisions and we are workmg together o find the best way to mprovc the

- salvage program .

Q:  S$lade Gorton has said that he will ﬁgm any major legislative changes to this program.
Do you think the kind of legislation you are proposing has any chance of passage?

A Clearly there is growing concern in the Pacific Northwest and in other areas of the
country about the impacts of this legislation -- especislly in light of the extreme
decisions that have come out of the courts on this. Elizabeth Furse has more than
100 cosponsors of her bill; Sepator Murray is building a coalition in tha Senate;
Senator Bradley and others are becoming increasingly active on this issue, and this

. Administration will fight hard to get the changes through. SO yes -- this will be a
fight and no doubt people like Senator Gorton will be working against us -- but i think
people are demanding action, so we will be able to get the job done.
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"I am calling on Congress to act now on the timber rider.
. First, the 5ld growth provisions must be repealed. We are losing
ancient forests. . We are losing valuable figh rurna. Wild places
that people in the Northweat and across America want to protect
ara baing leogt foraver. rT‘1'L:|_£l hag to stop.

'The timber rider has recpened wounds that were just
beginning to heal under my Northweat Forest Flan. It haa ashut
tho courtroom deer to citizens. This has to step. ) N

5acond,-1n addition toc repeal, we need to he able to addresa.
a number cof the old.growth sales the courte have already farced
ue te velease. Therefore, I am calling on Congress to give uAa
broadar flexiphility in offering replaeement timber, and fox
extreme cages, ‘buyout authority.

_ Third, wa nead to take a hard lock at the salvage program.
The salvage program has to be basad on sound science. It hae to
mesat environmental laws. I have directed the agencias to meat
these standaerds. Yet we have heard many concerns about the
salvage program., We have to restore peoples’ confidence and
thair akilicy to held public officials accountable.  To
accomplish these goals, we will work with the Congressicnal
delegation, industyry, labor and env;ronmental graups te review
cur options, including repeal. :

We're concerned that the proapect ‘of new leglslatlon mlght
cause soma companies that hold old growth salea ¢ontracts to
mistakenly rush out and cut the trees. They don’t need to do
this. We will honoar theiy econtracte rlghts I'm calling. on those
companies to hold off on any more cutting until we find ancther
way to honor their "ontra"t rightes. And ! am asking the ﬁeadera
of the timber industry to help us reselve this conflict,

“iﬂally, I uﬂde*szaﬂ_ zhat ahﬂator Mu“ray is work;ng on th*
xind of legislation, We will work with Senator Murray, Senascr
wyden, Senatcr Bradley, Congressman Dicks, Congresswoman Furse,
lorgrassman De?azia, ctharg i=m che Northwest delegation. . the
Sovarnors and-all =he stakeholders o get Sorest management tack
on tracxk and zo rescore the hBal a::ed and *easo"ab e apprcach
under my Nor-hwest Forest Fian. .

a = #
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Timber Salvage Talking Pomts/Q&A/Cllps -
(White.House)
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White House Talking Pbints - "America is Moving in the Right
o Direction Under President Clinton" '
(North Carolina and Georgia)
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ENERGY & WATER_APPROIRIATIONS (DOE, DOIBuRce, Army CoE) (HR 1905);

‘. Exempt the Bonneville Power Administration from salmon recovery obligaiiens.
Following the President’s veto threat, the Administration and Sens. Hatfield, Baucus, and
Murray negotiated a warkable solution for both salmon fecovery and BPA's finances -
(10/23/95). (8) :

] Waive environmental laws for Ahimas La Plata dam (CO), Following a veto threat by

the President (10/13/96), Republicans in Congress dropped their atternpt to jump-siart
construction of this water prcucct by waiving environmental laws, (S) ‘

AGRICUL - (HR 1976):

.o Halt new standard for meat mspectlons, des:gned to protect people from E. coli and
other meat and poultry contarnination. (H)

. Eliminate salary for head of the Undersecretary for Natural Resources. (S) .
COMMERCE, STATE. JUSTICE APPROPRIATIONS (HR 2076):
. | Transfe_r 200 tax and environmental attorney positions to U.S. attorneys’ offices. (H)

' BUDGET RECONCILIATION (HR 2491):

® Close National Parks. (H)

] Sell national forest land to ski resorts. (H)
L Eliminate tax incentives for renewable energy and enérgy efﬁciency. (H)

®  Repeal certain environmental safeguards for grazmg, wmch DOI issued after two yea.rs
of extensive public hearings. (H) . '

.. Exempt Certain federa’l actions from ESA requirements. (H)

' DEBT CEILING (HR 2586):

. Regulatory "Refortn." The President vetoed the GOP debt ceiling, to which the
Republican lcadcrshlp in Congress had auached their regulatory “reform” legislation,
saying, "It would increase pollution and decrease the purity and safety of our air, water
and food.” (l 1/13/95) (H. S. C)

3
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clean water; this was an apparenl aeempt w try W pressure thc Sen.m: and the
Administration W support i) (H :,ubcommmcc)

] Undercut EPA standards Iimltlng air pollunon from small gasolme engmes, “hlch
produce 10 percent of the air pollutlon in U.S. cities. (S) -

. Eliminate EPA research on the health effects of electromagnetic fields. (S)
® Impede EPA’s STAR program -- Science to Achieve Results.. (S)

¢ Allow states to adopt unworkable plans for hmmng auto emissions, defymg Clean Air
Act rcquxremenm (H) : ;

) Requ:re EPA to abide by state audit privilege and voluntary disclosure immunity

laws. (H)
e Elunmale Councnl on Environmental Quahty The conference report preserved CEQ,

‘bur at a 54 percent cut. CEQ advises the President on environmental matters, coordinates
cnvironmental agencies and otherwise oversees the National Environmental Pohcy Act,

. #) ‘ .
INTERIOR APPROPRIATIONS (DOI vatio
(HR 1977): '
. Lift the moratorium on ot‘fshore‘ oil drilling. (H subcommittee.) |
. - Lift the mining patent moratorium, \'avh.ich temporarily‘blocks' new claims oxi public:

minerals under the 1872 mining act, where a billion dollars of mmerals can be had for as
lile as $275. (S, CY) :

e Eliminate U.S. Geological Survey. The Contract with America included as an
antachment a plan to eliminate the USGS. Following protests from the Admmlstranon.
Democrats in Congress and the public, this measure was dropped '

. Eliminate National Blologlcal Service, The GOP budget resolution called for the

’ elimination of the NBS. The current funding measure merges it with the USGS. (H, S) '

] Delay Implementation of R.aAngeland‘ Reform. (S)

L Prohibit bloloélcal surveys on private lands, even with permission of the owner, and
' prohibit the use of volunteers. (H commitiee)

-
.

} This provision was dropped after the conference report was rejected on the ﬂoor of the House :w;ce,

.over this provision and the Tongass prO\ ision.

-
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LIST OF 33 DEFE

ATED ANTLLENVIRON)

YAHUD APPROPRIATIONS (EPA, ClEQl (HR 2099):

L Eliminate all drinking water state loan funds. The confercnce report still includes a 45
percent cut from the President’s request. (HY) s '

L Halt action or enforceinent of Great Lakes Water Quality ln‘itia'tive. The Great Lakes
contain 95 percent of the nation’s fresh water and supply drmkmg waler. for 23 million
Americans. (H) :

L] Halt EPA actlon or enforcement to keep stormwater pollutnon out of the nation’s
waterways. (H) '

L] ~ Prohibit EPA enforcement to keep raw sewage off beaches and out of waterways, by
limiting enforcement of pollution controls for combined sewers and Ssanitary sewers,
creating the powental for raw sewage 10 overﬂow onio beaches, into rivers, or even onto
city streets. (H) .

L] Eln‘nmate EPA’s ability to set standards to prevent industrial water pollution (¢.g:,
effluents) that would result in 15 million pounds of toxic pollutants entering our nation’s
waterways in 1996, benefitting the pulp and paper industry, pharmaceutical

K manufacrurers, and the metal products and machinery indusery, (H) .

. ®  Curtail protection of toxic air pollutants from all oil refineries, creating a loophole for
a single industry by blocking public health protection for the 4.5 million Americans who
live near these facilities in states like CA, TX, LA, NJ, and PA. (H)"

. _Block upgraded pollution controls at individual hazardéus waste facilities. (H)

. Prevent federal ability to ensure that states will meet minimum clean air standards,
penalizing states, citizens and industries who work’ togemer to create viable clean air plans
and letting others off the hook. (H’) '

" &  Prohibit funding for Superfund. on beyond December 31 1995 lf Superfund
' reauthorization is not passed and signed into law, (H) .

. Block use of state loan funds to help construct wastewater treatment plants that keep
. raw sewage out of our waterways, until Clean Water Act is reauthorized. -(The
President has vowed to veto the House CWA “reform” because it rolls back standards for-

-

! Denotes location 6f the measure (H =House, §=Senate, C~Conference report).

2 Report lanzuage pcn:iining pnly 1o the State of Virginia still exists, |

6

sTO[@ Yv4 $2:LT NOK 86/02/S0



Exempt Bonneville Power Administration from Salmon Recovery obligations.

"I am rving 10 say "timeowl " so that silly things will nor happen, so thai bait fish
‘and... salmon that are running the wrong way in a stream will not take precedence
over the rights of farmers and ranchers "

- Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX). explaining an amendment 0 the
~Emergency Supplemental Appropriations/ Defense Bill (H.R. 889) carlicr this
year: The amendment:rescinded FY 95 funding for the [isting of species as
threatened or éndangered and for designation of critical habitat under the

Endangered Species Act of 1973 (Congressional Record 3/16/95),

Proposal: - Republicans in the Senate proposed a measure to improve the financial
situation of the Bonneville Power Administration, which faces increasing competitive .
pressures, by capping the amount of money BPA would spend on salmon recovery
and exempting BPA and other regional utilitics from environmental laws. The
‘measure was contained in the Energy and Water Appropriations bill (HR 1905).

Administration Response: The. Administration threatened to veto the entire bill if this
provision was not removed: In response, the Administration and Senators Hatfield,
Baucus, Murray and others reached an agreement which, in the Vice President’s
words, "proves that Bonneville's financial problems ¢an be addressed without
abandoning or overriding environmental laws" (10/23/95). The Oregonian said,

k ' © “Northwesterners ought 10 be ecstatic with the deal” (10/25/95). According to
Hatfield's staff, it was the veto threat that caused him to abandon the sirategy-of
waiving environmental laws (Qregonian 10/20/95). :
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dollars. - They sought to lift the' moratorium through the Interior Appropriations bill
(HR 1977). and the House: Senate conference commitlee accepted the measure.

Administration Response: The Administration repeatedly objeéted_ to this measure,
with the President saying, "Just think of it: The'Republican budget proposes to raise
taxcs on working families with incomes of less than $27,000, to increase the cost of
college loans and cut the number of college scholarships, but they re determined to
keep giving away 31 billion worth of minerals on government. land- for 3275
(11/4/95) :

Democrats and moderate Republicans in the House of Representatives re_;ecled the .
conference report on September 29, 1995, mam]y over this provision. The GOP
leadership so wanted to continuee the mining giveaway, that they brought it back to the
floor of the House a second time. Speaker Gingrich went to the extraordinary length
of signing a "dear colleague” letter in support and of voting (traditionally, the Speaker
. does not vore). Despite his efforts, the bill was rejecied a-second time on November
15, 1995. The moratorium was finally reinstated, and appeats in the lawer version of
the Interior Appropriations bill. (The GOP Budget Recongiliation bill still contains a
sham raform of the mining law that is opposed by the administration.)

Regulatory "Reform." '
"Not hannjm "

- Housc chubhcan Tom Dclay (R-TX) of the chemical DDT
(Washmgmn Post 7/1/1995)

Proposal: Thc Republican Contract with America included so-called "regulatory
‘reform” as one of its core principles In reality. the Republican proposal would
. create a regulatory system that is more burdensome and costly (o taxpayers. and -
would allow a rollback of our nation's public health and environmental protections.
After passing the House, the bill was defeated three times on the floor of the Senate
in procedural votes, Seeking to revive it, the Republican leadership auached a similar
measure to the cht Ceiling legislation (HR 2586).

'Administration Response: The Presidem vetded the Debt Cciling legislation, saying
this provision would "reverse a 30-year Bipartisan commitment to environmental
protection and public health. It would increase pollution and decrease the purity and
safety of our air, water and food" (11/ 13/95).. . = :

-
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Halt New Food Safety Standards For Meat and Poultry. .

most sensitive coastiines on my w d[Ch America’s coastlines are SImpl\ 1o important
Lo our economy and our way of life.” :

The moratorium was rem:mu.d by the full Appropnauons Commlttec because of
widespread pubhc support. A

"Not that I can think of. "

- Rep. Tom Delay (R- TX) when asked if there are any federal regu[auons
he would kecp (Greenw:rc 3/6/1995) '

Proposal: The House Republicans included a prowsmn in the Agnculture
Appropriations bill (HR 1976) which would have delayed a new Administration
reform of the meat and poultry inspection program designed to protect people from E.,
coli and other harmful bacteria. Each year, it is estimated that thousands of people
die and hundreds of thousands of people get sick from E. coli and other meat and
poultry contamination. The new inspection reform, called the Hazard Analysis and
Critical Control Point (HACCP) system, is a science-based system of food safery
control to improve the safety of meat and poultry products and to better protect

Americans from food-born pathogens.

Administration Response: The President strongly supported the new food safety
refo:-ms, saying, "the federal goverrunent has been inspecting meat the same old way
since the turn of the century. ...they touch it and smell it to see if it's safe, instead

~ of using microscopes and high technology - That's crazy, and for the last two years.

we have been working hard to change that, to reform the meat inspection rules so that
Americans can be confident they're protected” (7/15/95). The Administration -
strongly objected to the measure to delay these important food safcty reforms

(7/18/95).

The measure was dropped on the House floor. ‘ - 4

Lift the Mining Patent Moratorium.

"You might reasonably ask. how can a pubhc o_ﬁicxal give away a bzlhon dollars
without going tg _[al[ 2"

. Secrctary of the Intenor Bruce Babbm (Washington Post 9/7/95)

Proposal: Republicans in the Senate voted 1o lift the moratonum on new mining =
patents -- the process under the Mining Law of 1872 by which corporations can lay

claim 1o billiens of dollars warth of public minerals for as little as a few hundred
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Several weeks fater, after twice delaying another vote in an unsucccssrui bid 10 whip .
their membership ino Keeping the riders, cwpponcn[s tun.ed a third vote -- and
succeeded in removing the riders,

Close Natlonal Parks

"If you 've been there once [Grear Basin National Park], you don't need to go again. *
"The question is not whether to c¢lose some of the parks, but how."

- Rep. James Hansen '(R-UT). 11/06/94 and 12/08/94, rcspectivcly,.

Proposal: ‘Republicans in Congress supported a proposal (HR 260), to creaie a
National Parks Closure Commission (HR 1977).

 Administration Response: Secretary Babbitt led the.charge against the proposal,
touring the country and repeatedly saying "As long as I am alive and breathing and
Secretary of .the Interior, they're not going to do this” (e.g., 3/31/95). President
Clinton attacked proposals to close national parks in his radio address from Jackson .
Hole, WY. (8/26/95) He argued instead for reforms to park concessnons and fees to
better fund the national parks.

o - On Sept. 19, this pxjoposal was rejected on the House floor. Not giving up, the

k House GOP sponsots immediately reattached it -- this time on the Budget
‘Reconciliation bill (HR 2491). Following howls of protest from the Administration
and the public, the proposal was finally dropped from the budget bill.

Lift the Moratorium on Offshore Ol Drilling.

“There certainly is an emolional ourpourmg of senumeru against drilling on behalf of
those who believe-it is a pollutan. *

- Bob Livingston, House Appropriations Committee Chauman (R-LA)

(HQ._S_LQn_ChLQnm.ls 6/28/95).

Proposal: Republicans 'm Congress supponed a proposal to lift the moratorium on oil
and gas drilling on the Quter Continental Shelf, off the sensitive coastlines of :
California, Floyida, North Carolina, and other states, and in subcommittee defeated a
proposed amendment [0 reinstate it in the Interior Appropriations bill (HR 1977)

Admlmstraﬁon Response:. When 1hc Housc subcommtttcc on Interior Appropnatxons
voted against extending the moratorium on June 20, President Clinton vchcmcntly
opposed the measure, saying "I will not allow oil and gas drilling off our nation’s

N~
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33 BUDGET WINS
FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

March 6,199

Throughout the budget process, the Republican leadership in Congress has used the
budget 10 weaken environmental standards and create special interest environmenial loopholes
- and natural resource giveaways. The proposals -- which had little or nothing to do with
balancing the budget -- would have stalled or even eliminated many basic health and
environmental protections that the American peoplc_,havc come to eXpect. '

Although several anti- cnv:ronmemal budget IODpholes and giveaways are still in
dispute, the vast majority of these anti-environmental provisions. more than 30 to date,
already have been defeated by President Clinton and Democrats in COngress Following is a
summary of the most important environmental vnctoncs '

Special Iﬁtgrest Loophole "Riders."

"EPA, the Gestapo of government.”

\ o - ch. Tom D_cLay (R-TX). the third-ranking Republican in the ’House,‘ on the
need for 17 "riders” to the EPA funding bill (Washington Times 7/31/95).

Proposal: Republicans in the House of Representatives attached 17 specific "riders” -
- policy changes unrelated to the budget -- to EPA’s appropriations bill (HR 2099).

" These riders would have opened major loopholes for polluters such as oil retineries
and hazardous waste incincrators; blocked future actions to improve public health and
environmenta] protections, such as efforts to expand community right-to-know about
local toxic releases; and blocked EPA’s ability to enforce existing environmental
protections, for example by prohlbmng enforcement to keep raw sewage off beaches
and out of waterways, A

. Administration Response: The President denounced: these riders, saying "(the bill)
would be bad for our children, our health and our environment...This is Washington
special interest politics at its most effective and at its worst™ (8/1/95), After

- Democrats and moderatc Republicans won 2 vote on the floor of the House to strip
the riders,the GOP leadership took the remarkable stcp of voting again, and re-
inserted the riders on a tie vote.

.
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