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Angie Rogers LaPlace, Esq. 
Assistant Attorney General 
state of Louisiana 
P. O. Bm, 94005 

u.s. Departmeot or Justice 

Civil Rights Division 

!Cling Section 
1'.0- &u: 66/28 
Ii6&hin,lOn. D.C. ~/28 

September 12, 1995 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9005 

Dear Ms. LaPlace: 

This refers to Act No. 300 (1995), which changes the 
election dates for the central committees of political parties, 
authorizes governing authorities to use additional eleGtion dates 
for vacancy elections, and makes other election admini~::tration 
changes, for the State of Louisiana, submitted to the Attorney 
General pursuant to Section 5 of the voting Rights Act, 42 U.S.C. 
1973c. We received your submission on July 21, 1995; 
supplemental information was received on September 12, 1995. 

The Attorney General does not interpose any objection to the 
specified changes. However, we note that Section 5 expressly 
provides that the failure of the Attorney General to object does 
not bar subsequent litigation to enjoin the enforcement of the 
changes. See the Procedures for the Administration of Section 5 
(28 C.F.R. 5l.41). 

Act No. 300 includes provisions that are enabling in nature. 
Therefore, local jurisdictions are not relieved of their 
responsibility to seek Section 5 preclearance of any changes 
affecting voting that are adopted pursuant to this legislation 
(~, special vacancy elections). See 28 C.F.R. 51.15. 

Sincerely, 

Deval L. Patrick 
Assistant Attorney General 

Civil Rights Division 

By,. 2 g,.v~ / __ ___ 
Elizabeth Johnson 

Acting Chief, voting Section 
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DYER, ELLIS, JOSEPH & MILLS 
Attorneys At Law 

600 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. 
Weshington, D.C. 20037 

Tel.: 202-944-3000 
Fax.: 202-944-3068 

Internet: uslaw@dejmlaw.com 

FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 
Page 1 of 6 

CONFIDENTlALITY NOTE: The Information In and Included with this facsimile message ie sfilnt by en attorney or his/her 
agent and is intended to be eonfidentiel and for the use of only the individual(s, to whom it is addressed. Tho information 
may be protocted by attorney·ellent privilege, attorney work·product immunity or ether legal rules. If you ere not the 
Int~nded recipient, you are notififild thet retantion, dissemination, distribution or copying of this messsge is strictly 
prohibited. If you receive this message in error, please notify us immediately by t",lephene and rfilturn it by mail to the 
addrfil" shown above. Thank you. 
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TO The White House FAX NO.: 202/456-1647/!:::aS 
ATTN 

FROM 

DATE 

RE 

Dear 

. . 

Elena Kagan 

TlDl Brady 

September 8, 1995 

Act 300 

Per our conversaion, attached are the pertinent pages of Act 300 that relate to the State 
Democratic Committee and Parish (County) Democratic Committee. 
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H.B. NO. 1950 ENROLLED 

• 

tabulating votes; to provide relative to the transmission of election 

returns; to provide relative to the evidence of election results; to 

provide relative to election night relurns; 10 provide for election dales 

for certain vacancies; to provide relative to nominating petitions for "

presidential candidates; to provide relative to the preparation and 

distribution of absentee ballots; to provide relative to absentee voting; 

to provide relative to political parties; to provide relative to absentee 

voting by mail for presidential candidates; to provide relative to the 

powers and duties of the commissioner of elections; to provide 

relative to the powers and duties of the parish custodian of voting 

machines; LO provide relative to election result cartridges; to provide 

for the inspection of voting machines and the counting and tabulation 

of election returns; to provide relative to reporting of expenditures 

made for anonymous publications; to provide for acts prohibited on 

election day; and to provide for related matters. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana: 

Section 1. R.S. 18:152(A)(2), 427(A), 431 (A)(4), 436(A), 443 (B)(1 ), 

443.I(B), 443.2(introductory paragraph), (2)(a), and (7), 444(B), 463(C), 

553(B)(introductory paragraph), (1), and (5), 571(introductory paragrapq) 

and (9), 572(A)(introductory paragraph), 573(A)(1), (2), and (3), (B), and 

(D), 576(A), 602(E)(2)(a), 1280.22(B)(5), 1306(B), (D), and (E), 1307.2(2), 

1308.2(A), 1310(A), 1333(F) and (0), 1353(C)(4), 1354(B)(6), 1362(A)(2), 

1376, and 1399(C)(2), (3), (5), (D), and (E), 1402(A) and (B), 1405(F), 

1407, 1409(A), (C), CD), (E), and (F), 1410, 1412, 1413, 1432(A), 

~002 
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Extended Page 2. 1 

1433.1(A), 1462(A), and 1463 are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 

18:445.1,463(D), ]491.7(8)(22), and 1495.5(8)(2]) are hereby enacted to 

read as follows: 

Page 2 of 34 
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Regular Session, 1995 

ENROLLED 

'1st -2~oO 
HOUSE BILL NO. 1950 

BY REPRESENTATIVES BRUNEAU, ACCARDO, BOWLER, COPELIN, 
DORSEY, GUILLORY, HEBERT, LANCASTER, LEBLANC, 
ANSARDI, AND SAM THERIOT 

A cT ;:roo. 

AN ACT 

To amend and reenact R.S. 18: 152(A)(2), 427(A), 431(A)(4), 436(A), 

443(B)(1), 443.l(B), 443.2(introductory paragraph), (2)(a), and (7), 

444(B), 463(C), 553(B)(introductory paragraph), (1), and (5), 

571(introductory paragraph) and (9), 572(A)(inU'oductory paragraph), 

573(A)(l), (2), and (3), (B), and (D), 576(A), 602(E)(2)(a), 

1280.22(B)(5), 1306(B), (D), and (E), 1307.2(2), 130S.2(A), 1310(A), 

1333(F) and (G), 1353(C)(4), 1354(B)(6), 1362(A)(2), 1376, and 

1399(C)(2), (3), (5), (D), and (E), 1402(A) and (B), 1405(F), 1407, 

1409(A), (C), (0), CE), and (F), 1410, 1412, 1413, 1432(A), 

1433.1(A), 1462(A), and 1463 and to enact R.S. lS:445.1, 463(D), 

1491.7(B)(22), and 1495.5(B)(21), all r:el?tive to elections; to provide 

relative to the permanent records of registrars of voters; to provide 
" " 

relative to watchers; to pl'Ovide relative to courses of instruction for 

~003 



Extended Page 3. 1 

commissioners; to provide for commissioners for certain delayed 

elections; to provide for the distribution of Campaign Finance 

Disclosure reporting forms; to provide relative to the inspection and 

preparation of voting machines; to provide relative to counting and 

Page 1 of 34 
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H.B. NO. 1950 ENROLLED 

the term of office of the clerk of court who issued the certificate. 

The clerks of court shall schedule one of the general courses of 

instruction for commissioners on some date following the last date 

for qualifying for office, but at least five days prior to the date for 

selection of commissioners. 

* * * 

§436. Election officials at certain special elections 

A. When a special primary election to fill a vacancy or an 

anticipated vacancy in elective public office is called to be held at the 

same time as a previously scheduled general election, or if a 

previously scheduled election is delayed for any reason, the 

commissioners who were selected to serve at the previously 

scheduled primary and general . election also shall be the 

commissioners for the special primary and general elections and any 

such delayed primary or general election, and the compensation for 

each shall be only that amount provided for in R.S. 18:424 and R.S. 

18:425 for a day of service as a commissioner Or commissioner-in

charge. Each candidate La be voted on in the special primary election 

or delayed primary election may appoint one watcher for each 

precinct in which that candidate is to be voted on. Notwithstanding 

the provisions of R.S, 18:427(C) or of any other law to the contrary, 

the watchers so appointed shall be allowed to remain in the polling 

place at all times. 

* * * 

141004 



Extended Page 4. 1 

§443. State central committee 

It. It. * 

B.(l) All members of the state central committee of a 
• 

recognized political party shall be elected every four years at the 

Page 4 of 34 
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H.B. NO. 1950 ENROLLED 

same time as the presidential preference primary electio.!!:, The term 

of office shall not ex.tend for a period beyond the time for which the 

member was elected. NOlwithstanding this provision, members 

elected in 1991 shall serve until their successors are chosen. 

* * * 

§443.1. State central commiltee; composition and apportionment 

* * 
B. The membership of the state central committee of a 

recognized political party with which less than twenty-five percent of 

the registered voters in the state are affiliated shall be composed and 

apportioned as provided in R.S. 18:443.2(7). 

§443.2. State central committee of a recognized political party with 

twenty-five percent Or less voter registration; election; 

composition and apportionment 

Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, a state 

central committee of a recognized political party with which twenty

five percent Or less of the registered voters in the state are affiliated 

on the day of the close of registration for the gubernatorial general 

election, shall be established, composed, apportioned, and elected as 

follows: 

* * * 
(2)(a) All members of any such state central committee shall 

be elected at the same time as the presidential preference primary 

election. The term of office shall not extend for a period beyond the 

~005 



Extended Page 5. 1 

time for which the member was elected. Notwithstanding this 

provision, members elected in 1992 shall serve until noon on the 

second Saturday following the statewide presidential general election 

in 1996. Members elected in 1996 shall serve from noon On the 

Page 5 of 34 
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H.B. NO. 1950 ENROLLED 

B. Election and term. Members of a parish executive 
or;: 

committee of a recognized political party shaH be elected every four 

years at the same time as the presidential preference primary election. 

The term of office shall not extend beyond the time for which the 

member was elected. Notwithstanding this provision, members 

elected in 1991 shall serve until their successors are chosen. 

* * * 
§445.1. Political party committees; election 

Notwithstanding any other provision In this Part, if the 

presidential preference primary is repealed, all elections for members 

of a state central committee or a parish executive committee of a 

recognized political party shall occur at the same time as the 

statewide presidential general election. 

* * * 

§463. Notice of candidacy; financial statements; political 

advertising; penalties 

* * * 

C. On the forms for notice of candidacy which are prepared, 

printed, and distributed by the secretary of state, a notice shall be 

printed below the signature line which shall inform the candidate that 

copies of the forms and pamphlets of explanation and instruction 

which are distributed by the Supervisory Committee on Campaign 

Finance Disclosure are available from the clerk of court or the 

committee. 



commuree. 
Extended Page 6. 1 

D. Not later than the Friday before the opening of the 

qualifying period provided in R.S. 18:467(1), the Supervisory 

Committee on Campaign Finance Disclosure shall deliver a sufficient 

number of informational packets containing reporting forms and 

Page 8 of 34 


