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Religion - International
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RESTRICTION CODES
Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)] Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C, 552(b))
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P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a}(2) of the PRA] b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)}(3) of the PRA] an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(bX3) of the FOIA]
financial information [(a}(4) of the PRA] b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial
P5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President information [(b){4) of the FOIA]
and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(5) of the PRA] b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]
personal privacy {(a)(6) of the PRA] b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA}
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RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.
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!! / I 4208 Evergreen Lane, Suite 222
Annandale, Virginia 22003-3264

h 4 Center for Law 703/642-1070
. . . Fax: 703/642-1075

A ® and RGllgIOUS Freedom Media: 703/658-3000

alrfigpinterramp.com

Steven T. McParland
Direator

MEMORANDUM

tirngory K. Raylor
Assistant IMrasior

To: Me. Baerbel Houck, National Security Council

Cc: Elena Kagan, Esq., White House Ofc Of Legal Counsel
Fr: 8Steve McFarland

Dt: August 30, 1996

Re;: Invitees To Sept 4 Meeting with Hon. R. Shiftexr, et al

Chrigtian Legal Society is grateful to klena and Ambassador
Shifter for making time to hear our concerns for persecuted
Christian communities abroad and to share NSC’'s perspective on
how best to alleviate this c¢risis.

List Of Invitees (Birthdates):

Steven T, Mc¢l'arland, Christian Legal Society (5/11/55)

Marc D. Stern, American Jewish Congress (12/6/50)

Mark J. Pelavin, Union Of American Hebrew Congregations (10/2/61)

Dr. Richard D. Land, Christian Life Comm’n, Southern Baptist
Convention (11/6/46)

Forest D. Montgomexy (2/20/30) and Rev. Richard C. Cizik
(9/1/51), National Asgsociation Of Evangelicals

Rev. Oliver S. Thomas, National Council of the Churches of Christ
(1/25/55) :

Father Andrew J. Christiansen, Office of Int’l Justice And
Peace, U.S. Catholic Contercnce (2/20/45%)

Samuel E. Ericsson (9/4/44), Advocates Int’]

Unlesg notified otherwise, we will assume the meeting will be
held in Room 476, Old Executive Office Building.

Thank you again for agreeing to address our concerns.
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CENTER FOR LAW AND RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
4208 Bvergreen Lane, Suite 222
Annandale, VA 22003
Phone (703) 642-1070
Fax {(703) 642-1075

TRANSMITTAL MEMORANDUM

DATE: Augugl 320, 1996
TO: Ms. Baerbel Houck, NSC
Elena Kagan, Esqg., W/H OLC
FAX NUMBER:  (202) 456-9100; (202) 456-1647
FROM: Steven T. McFarland
RE: : Attendees List, Meeting w/ R. Shifter 9/4/96
e EmEE S OTHEILiimeSE—SESSCCmomEmAEsL———=SrrrECCCERRSCSSSEEEmEE
Total Number of Pages (including this cover sheet): 2
If you do not receive all the pages, please call Bette at (703)
642-1070.
COMMENTS :

X As reguested.
_L_' Ae discussed.

For your review and comment.

X For your information. No response needed,

Please sign and return to this office,

Other: Please confirm room location. Thank you,

The information in this fax message is privileged and confidential)l. It ie intended only for the
use of the recipient named above {or the employee vr agent respongible to deliver it to the
intended recipient). 1f you received this in error, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication js strictly prohibited. If you have
received this message in error, please notify us by telephone immediately, and return the original
message to ug at the above address via U.$, Postal Service. We will, of course, be happy to
reimburse you for any costs. Thank you. :
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 22, 1996

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD SCHIFTER
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
AND COUNSELOR, NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

FROM: STEPHEN R. NEUWIRTH¢/%/
- ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS IN CHINA

I today received the attached letter from the Christian Legal Society (CLS) concerning
religious persecution of Christians in China. I would appreciate your guidance on the
appropriate way to respond to this letter.

The Administration has a positive and constructive relationship with CLS. Steve
McFarland, Director of CLS' Center for Law and Religious Freedom, has played an
important role in helping a diverse coalition of religious groups work with the Administration
to find common ground on a number of difficult issues relating to religion.

cc: Eric Schwartz
Alan Kreczko
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CENTER FOR LAW AND RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

4208 Evergreen Lane, Suite 222
Annandale, VA 22003
Phone (703) 642-1070

Fax (703) 642-1075

TRANSMITTAL MEMORANDUM

DATE: May 31, 1996
TO: i Stephen Neuwirth, Associate Counsel
Office of Legal Counsel
FAX NUMRER: 202-456-1647
FROM : Steven T. McFarland
RE: Human Rightgs Violations
Total Number of Pages (including this c¢over sheet): 3
If you do not receive all the pages, please call Bette at (703)
642-1070.
COMMENTS 1

As requested,
As diascussed,

For your review and comment.

—
For your information. No respeonse needed.
Pleage sign and return to this office,
—

Other: Will the President intervene in thesgse human
rights violations? STM

The information in this fax message is privileged and confidential. 1t is intended only for the
use of the recipient named above (or the employce or agent responsible to deliver it to the
intended recipient). If you received this in error, you are hereby notified that any
dieseminatvion, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received thic message in error, please notify us by telephone immediately, and return the origina)
message to us at the above address via U.S. Pogtal Service, We will, of course, be happy Lo
reimburse you for any ¢ostp. Thank you.
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Dear Steve:

Let me start out by giving you a purely technieal answer to your
question about most-favored-nation status for China, It is that
the Jackson-Vanik amendment to the Trade Act of 1974 provides for
the withheolding of MFN-status from nonmarket economy countries
only if they restrict the right to emigration, There 1s thus no
legal mandate to withhold MFN-status on grounds other than those
invelving restrictions on emigration. It is true, however, that
the Congress, once it votes on a waiver, can vote against it
without specifying any reason.

But there is alszo a substantive answer. This Administration,
like other Administrations before it, has reached the conclusion
that withholding MFN will not improve human rights conditions in
China in general and respect for religious freedom in particular.
Although the withholding of MFN will have a significant impact on
certain aspecta of the Chinese economy, it will not be so serious
as to bring about a poliey change for the better. On the
contrary, it might cause the leadership to tighten its grip
further. Beyond that, by “turning up the heat” we might do
serious damage to a relationship which we need on such vital
national security concerns as the prevention of the proliferation
of weapons of mass destruction, particularly of nuclear weapons,
When we are dealing with a country of the s=ize of China, these
security concerns must be kept well in mind.

Regarding Ambassador Sasser, I am quite certain that he is well
briefed on the issue of the lack of religious freedom in China
and that he is well familiar with the problems faced by
Evangelical Christians. From what you tell me, it may very well
be that he did not know the term “House Church.” ERut that does
not mean that he is unfamiliar with the absence in China of
freedom of religion for all faiths and the special impact which
that state of affairs has on Christians.

I suggest we get together to discuas this matter in further
detail.

@oo1
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Time Line

Days. Activity
4 Internal State approval of proposed candidates.
3 State/NSC contact candidates before invitations are issued.
2 Secretary extends written invitations and provides forms.
4 Proposed candidates return forms.
5 éotential members’ forms reviewed by Diplomatic Security.
2 State submits announcement to Federal Register.
15% WAITING PERIOD (Usually 15 days) + Misc. Final Vetting

* May be waved in whole or part.
3 State files charter with relevant Congressional Committees.
- Proposedehite House event and first meeting of Committee.

- State prepares Burns/Sens Memc proposing White House event.

38 Days (23'Days if Waiting Period waved)

Danger Dates

Sept. 14-20
Sept. 29

Bosnian Elections and results
Evangelical DPay '

Target Dates

Sept. 30 - FY96 Money Reporting Deadline
Oct. 2 - Next Ecumenical Praver Breakfast (possible anncuncement)
Oct. 15 - FY96 Spending deadline
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COLLECTION:
Clinton Presidential Records
Counsel's Office
Elena Kagan
OA/Box Number: 8289
FOLDER TITLE:
Religion - International
2009-1006-F
db1546
RESTRICTION CODES
Presidential Records Act - (44 U.S.C. 2204(a)] Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]
P1 National Security Classified Information {(a)(1) of the PRA] b{1) National security classified infermation [(b)1) of the FOIA]
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA] b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA] an agency [(b)}(2) of the FOIA]
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or b(3) Release would viclate a Federal statute [(bX3) of the FOIA|
financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA] b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial
P5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President information [(b){4) of the FOIA]
and his advisors, or between such advisors {a)}(5) of the PRA] b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy {(b)(6) of the FOIA]
personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA] b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]
C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
of gift. financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information
2201(3). concerning wells [(b)9) of the FOIA|

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.
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RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.



