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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT H.R. 2566 

HOW DO WE PROTECT OURSELVES FROM INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURES? 

Candidates abiding by the spending limits would not be hindered in their ability to respond [0 

independent expenditures. Furthermore. complying candidates would receive a greater return 
on their spending due to the broadca.~ media discounts. 

Under the current campaign fmance system, the only way for a candidate to protect himself 
or herself from unfavorable independent expendirures is to raise enough money to counter 
independent expenditures. H.R. 2566 provides that if independent expenditures totaling 
$25.000 or more are made against a complying candidate, Or in favor of the opponent of a 
complying candidate, then the complying candidate's spending limit is increased by a 
matching amount in order to re!l1Jond. 

For example. if the AFL-CIO or the National ruile Association ran a $25,000 independent 
expenditure advenising blitz in favor of a cenain candidate, then any of !:hat candidate's 
opponents who comply with the voluntary spending liJ:Dits would be permitted to increase 
their spending limit by $25.000. 

HOW DO WE PROTECT OURSELVES FROM WEALTHY CANDIDATES? 

As with independent expenditures, thc only way for a candidate to counter the personal 
spending of a wealthy opponent is to raise as much money as possible. H.R. 2566 would 
give complying candidates enhanced mechanisms for countering an opponent's personal 
wealth. 

To receive the benefits of discounted broadcast and postal rates, a candidate must not spend 
more than $60,000 (10 percent of the spending limit) in personal wealth on his or her 
campaign. A wealthy candiciate may choose not to a.bide by these voluntary limits. 
However. rejecting these limits will give his or her complying opponent certain mechanisn:. .. 
for responding. 

First. complying candidates would be able to buy broadcast time at half the cost of a wealthy 
candidate. Therl:fore, complying candidates will need less money to buy the !;ame amount of 
advertising time as wealthy candidates. 

Second, complying candidates a.re able to increase their spending limit, up to twice as much 
as the $600,000 original spending limit, if a wealthy candidate spends in excess of $60,000 
of personal wealth. 

Third, complying candidates are permitted to accept larger contributions from individuals --
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$2,000 instead of $1,000 per election -- if they face a wealthy candidate who spent over 
$150,000 in pcrsonalfunds (25 percent of the spending limit) or rcccived contributions and 
spent personal funds, which in the aggregate, exceed $300,000 (50 percent of the spending 
limit). This increased individual contribution will enhance a complying candidate's ability to 
compete against a wealthy candidate. 

WHY NOT JUST lNCREASE THE CURRENT INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTION 
LIMIT FROM 51,000 TO $2,500 OR $5,000 TO COMBAT WEALTHY 
CANDIDATES? 

This solution would only result in bidding up federal campaigns. We want to bring 
campaigns back to ordinary American people. Typically. these are not the people that can 
afford to give $2,500 or $5,000 to a campaign. By increasing the individual contribution 
limit, we would be shifting campaigns to one particular segment of voters -- namely, wealthy 
connibutors - and ignoring the vasL majority of voters. Under this scenario, we could have 
a wealthy millionaire candidate competing against a candidate who receives a majority of his 
or her contributions from large donors. Under this scenario, the millionaire candidate would 
also be able to raise the increased $2,500 or $5,000 contribution from his or her rich friends. 

H.R. 2566 offers a better solution. It anns complying candidates with certain weapons that 
wealthy candidates would not have at !:heir disposal. These weapons come in the form of 
broadcast media discounts, mailing discounts. and an increased individual contribution limit 
of $2,000 for the complying candidates only. 

WON'T THE VOLUNTARY SPENDING LIMITS IN I-I.R. 2566 HURT 
CHALLENGERS AND BENEFIT INCUMBENTS? 

Actually, just the opposite. Under the current sySte1l1, incumbents have a huge advantage 
over challengers. House incumbents consistently outmise and outspend challengers, on 
average, by a ratio of 2.6 to 1. 

H.R. 2566 provides a voluntary spending limit of $600,000 for House races. By 
encouraging candidates to agree to a spending limit, H.R. 2566 will level the playing field 
and give Challengers an opportunity to compete with incumbents. Furthermore, complying 
candidates will be able to purchase more broadcast time with less money due to the 
discounted broadcast rates provided to eligible candidates. 

WHY DO YOU BAN PACS? ISN'T THIS UNCONSTITUTIONAL? 

PAC money has distorted the political process because it is tied so closely to a special­
interest group's agenda. Almost half of the money raised by House incumbents comes from 
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PACs,.thus making it harder for challengers to compete. H.R. 2566 eliminates PAC 
contributions .from federal elections. 

The COUrtS have never directly addressed the question of whether a PAC ban is 
unconstitutional. But, H.R. 2566 provides a faU-back provision should the coutts strike 
down the PAC ban. This fall·back provision would reduce the current PAC contribution 
limit from $5,000 to $1,000 per election, the same contribution limit for individuals. 
Further, the total amount that a candidate could accept from PACs would be capped at 25 
percent of the spending limit ($150,000). This fall·back provision would keep PACs from 
unduly influencing the political process. 

WHY CAN'T WE JUST LOWER THE CONTRIBUTION LlMITS OF PACS AND 
ALLOW INDIVIDUALS TO GIVE MORE? 

Some believe we can't eUminate co.mpaign contributions from PACs all at once, instead we 
should go after them bit by bit. However, lowering the contribution limits of P ACs will do 
nothing to change the culture offundraising in Washington, D.C. and the money will still 
continue to flow disproportionately to incumbents. 

Currently. there are an estimated 14,000 lobbyists in Washington, D.C. all working for special 
interests. If a PAC is restricted from giving the usual amount per election cycle, the money can 
simply be funneled to candidates through the PACs's lobbyist. And it is particularly helpful if 
the individuals' contribution limits are raised -- the lobbyists can give more. 

The nightly fundraisers at the Capitol would not be affected. Incumbents would still have the 
upper ha.l1d with generous checks from P ACs and PAC lobbyists flowing to their campaign 
coffers -- all without having to leave town. In the 1994 election, P ACs favored incumbents by 
almost a 4 to 1 margin. This will continue to happen unless the culture is changed and PACs are 
prohibited from contributing altogether. 

HOW DO YOU ADDRESS SOFf MONEY? 

H.R. 2566 bans the use of soft money in federal elections. Under H.R. 2566, any money 
solicited or received by the national political parties would have to comply with the current 
contribution limits. Also, any money spent by tlle state partie~ on any activities which might 
influence federal elections -- including voter registration and get-out-the-vote drives - must 
comply with federal law. Finally. any money raised by a federal candidate or officeholder 
must compl~ with federal law. These three provisions close the soft money loopholes. 

updated 1130/96 ~. 

141 004 



('. 
, .' '. 

01/30/96 17: 09 '6'0 

, " 

WHAT IS YOUR JUSTIFICATION FOR PROVIDING REDUCED RATE 
BROADCAST TIME? 

The airwaves are owned by the public. Broadcasters receive a license to use and profit froIn 
the public's airwaves. It seems logical for Congress to require broadcasters to provide a 
reasonable amount of airtime at reduced rates for the sake of providing a fair and credible 
election process. 

HOW CAN.WE REFORM OUR CAMPAIGN FINANCE SYSTEM WITHOUT 
LOOKING LIKE HYPOCRITES AS WE FACE RE-ELECTION? 

Any serious reformer will acknowledge that comprehensive reform must happen at the 
beginning of an election cycle, not halfway through an election year. B.R. 2566 does not 
belin durin& the current election cycle. 

Supporters ofH.R. 2566 realize that Members must operate under the current rules. Despite 
this fact, we should not give up in our endeavors to change the system. The national groups 
behind campaign reform (Common Cause, The League of Women Voters, Public Citizen, 
United We Stand America) will applaud those Members who take a bold stand in changing 
the system. 
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EDITORIALS 

...... 

Money and politics 

A
ll butlost in the budget battle gripping Congress is the 
surprising revival ofan issue leaders of both parties 
would just as soon leave alone: campaign fmance refonn 

House Speaker Newt Gingrich and President Bill 
Clinton shook hands five months ago on a plan to establish 

a campaign finunce reform commission, but Gingrich couldn't find 
the time to appoint his memilers. Clinton proposed some commission 
members and has regularly criticized Gingrich on the issue, but 
hasn't pushed any legislation. 

.- .... ; .. 
In the midst of this inaction, a bipartisan group of Congress 

members has come forward with their own reform bill, which is now 
gathering momentum. - ' 

_ It's an interesting group. Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., has ' ._. 
conseJ'V!!tive credentials and credibility on both sides of the aisle. 
Sen. Russ Feingold, D-Wisc., is an independent-minded left-winger.' 
On the House side, our own Rep. Marty Meehan, D~tb, has joined 
with Rep. Chris Shays, a moderate Republican from Connecticut, 
and Rep, Linda Smith. a conservative Republican freshman from 
Washington. ,:.,--

Their bills would prohibit politiCal action committee donations of 
all kinds, limit contributions from large donors, require that at least 
60 percent of campaign donations come from within a candidate's 
home state, prohibit taxpayer· financed mailings from Congressmen 
during election years and close the "softmoney"loophole thathas 
allowed donations in excess of CUJTent limits. 
':- TMbills would-alSo set voluntaly spending limits, with proviSIOns 
that allow the limit to be exceeded when the complying candidate is 
being outspent Candidates agreeing to the limits would be eligible 
fordiscounts dn broadcast advertising and mass mailings. 

The initiative - dubbed the Bipartisan Clean Congress Act - has 
already been endorsed by the League ofWomen Voters, Common. 
Cause. Ralph Nader's Public Citizen organization and Ross Perot 
Meehan and his House colleagues are laying the groundwork for a 
discharge petition that would force a vote on the House floor. 

They've already grabbed the attention of Gingrich, who suddenly 
is talking about a commission again. one that would report back to 
Congress next May. In a remarkable displayofaudacious rhetorical 
smoke, Gingrich told a House committee last week that 
CongreSSional campaigns aren't too expensive. They aren't 
expensive enough, he said, considering how much newspapers and 
televisi on networks spend covering cam paigns. Run that by us again? 

Those who support real campaign finance reform weren't buying 
it Since taking over Congress, Republicans have set new records 
soliciting donations from the people theyreguiate. Presidential 
candidates have spent as much time raising money as campaigning. 
President Clinton has been raking in SI.000 checks through a weekly 
series of black· tie fund'raisers, the next of which is tomorrow in 
Boston. 

Mark Hanna, Ohio's legendary 19th century political boss, said,. 
"In politics, three things are important The first is money, and I can't 
remember what the other two ..re." 

Politics hasn'tchanged much since Hanna's heyday. Gingrich, 
Clinton and friends all say they filvor campaign finance reform and 
they'll get to it - just as soon as they bankroll theirnextcampaign. 

For Marty Meehan and his colleagues, that's not good enough. It's 
not good enough for us, either, and we wish the reformers sw:cess. '. 

\ 
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:~::': A revolt against spe~ial interests 
. .' , . 

. .. ) 

, No longer is the call for an overhaul of the cam- !the contribution limit from $5,000 to the same 
paign finance system the thin plea of professional $1,(}()() that applies to individuals. 
~telormers alone. Repu?lican Sen. John·~cqainof,;.;~~~~ '~un~~' by inilividuaI~ or PACs, a 
,J\iizona and Democratic Sen. Russell Femgold of practice by which influence-peddlers can make 
Wisconsin, along with determined freshm~n in :J;!.rge contributions by collecting a number of 

:both branches of Congress and presidential cimdi-.·~inaller ones." ." .•.•.••.... : ......... c.' 

:(Jate Pat Buchanan, are among those now cIamor- ....• Establish spending limits that candidates Will 
;jpg for change. Sens. Sam Nunn and Bill BradIeycagree toby requiring teleVisioristationiito provide 
. blasted the system as a debasement of pq.blic ser- .. bargain rates for their political ads. To qualify, 
vice when they announced their retirements. Gov. Senate candidates would have to raise 60 percent 
. Pete Wilson of California did the same upon quit-. '. of their funds from home-state residents.' 
ting the presidential race. The message now resD-' .. The president of Common Cause, Ann 
iiates with the public. . McBride, called the packagE! "fair, tough, creative 

Congressional leaders, including House Speak- and comprehensive" and expressed optimism that 
fir Newt Gingrich and especially Senate majority the issue would finally get a vote and pass. '. 
leader Bob Dole, will ignore this at their peril. While McCain's proposal applies only to the 
. . Speaker Tom Foley ignored the cry, which vot- Senate, comparable legislation for the House is be­

ers delivered loudly in 1992, and his own constitu- ing prepared by Reps. Martin M~ of Lowell 
ents dumped him fast. The call has only grown· and Christopher Shays of Connecticut. Yet the last 
louder, yet the leaders still act deaf. word from the House majority leader, Dick Ar-

.. Among the current proposals, McCain's goes mey, after several vacillations from Gingrich, is 
farthest toward the changes essential to restoring that the issue will not be brought up this year .. 
credibility to the elective process, setting up a sys- That would be incredible, The 1994 vote that 
tern of voluntary spending limits and restricting put .congressional Republicans in power was clear­
the inf!ue:lce of corporations and other big-money ly an indictment of Washington politics, a cynical 
interests .. SpecUica' y, the proposal by McCain and system spotlighted more v idly still by the diaries 
Feingold, also backed by freshman GOP Sen. Fred of Sen. Bob Packwood. 
Thompson, would: . Campaign finance should have been reformed 

• Ban the notorious "soft money" contribu- in 1993. The health care debate, the 1994 elections 
tions, the gigantic loophole by which huge sums - and the ongoing budget battle would have been 
more than $120 million in the last three years - very different if the leverage of special interests 
most of which would be illegal if given to candi- had been curtaiIed. . 
dates, are funneled into campaigns through party It can't be done yesterday, of course, but if the 
organizations. congressional leaders want to prevent their revolu-

• Ban contributions from political action com- tion from turning back against them, it had better 
mittees or, if that is ruled unconstitutional, reduce be done before tomorrow. 

- .... 
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Public demand for campaign finance - Ban soft money. 

..... 

reform has become so unrelenting that Soft money is the term used to describ. 
Democrats and Republicans have now contributions that are laundered 
joined forces behinda1JJan that has the through party organizations or other in­
support of everyone from~mmon Cause termediaries to give candidates help that 
to Ross Perot.' '. -' ;, exceeds existing' legal limits. At.p!~sent 

The groveling behavior of Sen. Bob special'interests are able to make' huge 
Packwood, revealed in his own diaries, indirect payments to candidates;l.he 
made evident to everyone the degrading record donation was $2.5 million given 
and corrupting rituals of mo~ey-raising by Amway to the Republican National 
that the present system forces members Committee in 1994. 
of Congress to submit to. This sytem In the first half of 1995 Republican 
taints, not only hacks like Packwood,but committees raised. $20.1 million, and 
those whom we believe to be honorable. Democratic committees raised $10.4 mil~ 

Now bipartisan bills'introduced in the lion in soft money. It is not surprising, 
House and the Senate promise to create a perhaps, that three tobacco comparues- . 
new system designed to reduce the influ- Philip Morris, RJR Nabisco, and Brown 
ence of big spenders whose legal bribery &, Williamson - were the top three con-
so distorts our politics. . tributors to the Republicans. . .. ,;. ~.:. 

In the previous Congress, when the It is' not surprising because most 
Democrats still held a majority, Repuhli- Americans know this form of payoff is 
cans used obstructionism to kill cam- the only way a force such as the tobacco 
paign finance reform. Sen. James Jef- industry can keep itselfin the good grac­
fords, one of the more sensible members es of politicians. Deprived 'of their legal 
on the Republican side, found himself in right to bribe, tobacco lobbyists are left 
his usual posture as the man in the mid- with their pathetic deceptions. Similarly, 
dIe, working to salvage reform by water- lobbyists of all persuasions should have 
ingit down. to make their cases through the force of 

Republicans are now in the majority, their ideas rather than by the profligacy 
and the public's demand for campaign fi- of their contributions. 
nance reform has not abated. Reform has There -are plenty of speCiar interests 
not been a priority for House Speaker who will get to work in the coDring 
Newt Gingrich, but conservative purists, months to derail the movement toward 
aligned with people all across the spec- campaign finance reform. And a realistic . 
truro, may have forced his hand. With view suggests that with so much money 
increasing support among Republicans, sloshing around Washington, passage of 
Jeffords may finally feel less lonely. the bill could merely end up diverting the 

The newly unveiled House bill would: flow of money to some other, now unfore­
- Establish a $600,000 spending limit seen, outlet. 

for House candidates. But the American people will be 
- Make television arid radio time and . watching to see whether the present 

mailing privileges available at reduced leadership will make the effort to clean 
costs to those candidates who abide by up .the process and, in so doing, restore 
the spending limits. confidence that decisions of state are 

- Restrict political action committee made with the interest of tbepeople . in 
contributions and contributions from lob- mind rather than the. interests' of the 
byists. . members' campaign funds.' . 
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Can this be real? 
Congress pushes campaign-finance reform 
. La, tIIere _ 10 bave ...... daWlllDl 011 Capitol HIU lllat 
Aa.tcaaa ueD't proud 01 bav1D8 tbe best Coqrea _ eaD 

b~:.!= leIllut _aD tbe~ eounliDi bo .... 
a IInIIII campalpofillaDl:e-rrm bllll witb bIpani­
_ ~ beflllllo ...... 1iIrDIICh tbe IqisI.Uve proeeaa. 

CuaId tbIa he 111 Tbe IdIIII 01 morm lllat would lree_ 
tall ... IIIId ..... I0Il from apeIIIIIJII baIf tbeIr time aoIiOUDI 
_ COIlIr\butIOIII1 Tbe _ olrelorm tbat would mel ilia 
=1 •• ;;" 01 well-baeled _ ...... ps. in_ied tbIa year 
witb lobbyiotl in'liled 10 _ tbeIr OWD bllll in ilia olllce 01 
a-Speaker Newt GiIIIridlT 

ComIIIDD C ..... tbe oelf-llylod "cltlZ1!Dllobby," bu cam-
~ .early two deeadeI r---------....., tkIIIo:::::;::U:: II OUA pOSmON I 
cal aetIoDeommittees(PACaI in 
WubJD8IoD. Its prelideDL ADD Identical House"" S..,.,. I ' 
McIIr!do. oalled tbo IdOllllcal oomDOlVr>41n_.'orm , 
Houle aDd Senate bills "an I billa are eouna Ind aeserve i 
eztraordiDary breaktbrougb. II Ipproyat by What nae I 

Tba IIouae bill II IpcIIIIOred by -~. "~' Cong'''' I 
RepablloaD Reps. Linda SmIIb I money I>Uy • 
01 W UbiDgIoD, Cbrlstopher 
ShaYI' 01 Co_out 80d ilemoc:ra. Marty MeehIIII 01 M ... • 
_10 tbe Seoate lbelqlalaUoo .. u introdDoed by Repubo 
IIoaD Sells. JobD MoCaiD 01 ArImDo 80d Fred Thompsoa 01 Teo­
_1IIId IlemDoratlo SeD. Russell FeiD&Old 01 WIsoODIiIl. The 
bUla JII1IIIOOO oomo he.vy Ilftlq. 

They would bOIl "soft mODO!''' oolleded by •• tiODal parties 
IIIId dwmeled 10 llate OJ1'aDisatlOlls to .void IlalUtory "".aiD ... 
tlOD Umlts. RepubllOlllll IIIId Democrats togetbor raISed • dio­
.-, UD.! mUlIOII in "_ mODO)" duriDg tbo lint sis maolll 
01 tbIa year - willl to_ eompllllies le.<liD( Ibe parocle 01 _ton. 

THE BILLS WOULD LIMIT PACe TO THE SAME 
Ii,GOO ooaaiD_ indl'lidDOla .... 0110_ lor e.c:b pl'imar'y 
IDIl geoeral eleotiOD. They woIIId set a 1600.000 apeadiDlliJDjt 
lor Bouse rooes IIIId SeDate oops raosmc lrom 1950,000 to 15.5 
mIIUOD. depeIIIIiDg 011 tbe lIOIIIIIatlOD 01 tbo llate involved. 

CIIIIdldaIes who ~ the apeadiDg oops woIIId be enllt1ed 
to _free tele'lilioD air time IIIId more at boll 011 a III_'s 
.,.,..,.,....., ntes. That's. partIoDlarly siSDIfloaD. reform lor 
New Jeney candidates wbo oftea must. buy air time in two of 
the mast upeDSI .. TV mortell, Ne .. Yort IIIId PODDSYlv ..... 
It eould nearly halve the east. of statewide ramp'ip& 

But _ olr time II bImL The pubIlo ..... tbo bnJocl­
out _ans: broadouten .... merely oUowed to use tbem 
UDder IioeDses to .... profitL Ccmsreas _d IUIDIIIOIl tbo 
0001'II1' to set fIml 0III0IIIlII of IotaIly free television IIIId ramo 
olr 1Ime lor 00DIlida1es wbo _Iy wilb _ propooed ~ 

"'f:l::: are .. titled to 'Iiew _ bUll wilb Ikeptidsm bonl 
ol\bemaoyl_playedovertbeJ'!UIwilb~ marm - _ tho _ of Ccmsreas IIIId _ • COD-
...... ruled by CD party 1DIl. p __ 01 \be aIber. It's baeD 
• 0IlII."l'ineJ to .......... l1li ~y c:urrtqIt 1la1Dl_ II _ bIlII. deIpIte their great pr'OIIIioe, also hood _ II 
wiD he time lor N.J. Repo. Bob FraDb IDIl Bob _ to 
I"f!ftft: tbeir bill to ause Ul inrMt"" tent """minje to ~ ___ Coopao woIIId bave to ._ or reje<S 
_ ilia __ , to_ thoID wilb ... _111'_ .... 10 __ bUJo ..... \berea! tblDI.So __ __ 

..-them wiD do. _of c:apldtIy IDIl at _ peril. 
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CAMPAIGN REFORM 

~ringing it 
back from 
the dead 

WONDER of wonders: There may 
be actual movement on Capital Hill 
t()ward campaign-finance reform. 

:. "Something really is going to hap­
pen this Congress," exudes Ann 
McBride, president of Common Cause, 
which has lobbied for years to reduce 
tb.e polluting influence of special­
interest and political-action-committee 
money in the political process. 

McBride's optimism may be pre­
mature. Next year. after all, is a presi­
dential and congressional election year. 
Federal lawmakers have never shown a 
strong willingness to unfeather their 
own nests. 

Still, there's actually a campaign­
reform bill that is actually undergoing 
hearings in the House of Representa­
tives. The measure is pushed by fresh­
men legislators, many of whom 
campaigned on a reform platform. and 
they are threatening rebellion if con-

gressionalleaders reson to their usual 
tricks to block serious consideration of 

, pI'Qposed changes., ,.: 
, More irnponant, Congresscan't -

belp but notice, via opinion surveys, 
that the public is in a mood to rebel if 
Washington continues to stall on limit­
ing the role of money in politics. 

The freshmen's initiative bas 
picked up bipartisan suppon from some 
senior lawmakers. and bas at least 
gained the attention of congressional 
nabobs Newt Gingrich and Bob Dole. 

On Thursday, House Speaker Ging­
rich asked President Clinton to join him 
in creating a bipartisan commission to 
address not only campaign-finance 
reform, but also broader matters such as 
the decline of political patties: 

Another study commission? That 
won't satisfy the pledge to get on with 
reform, made this past summer by Gin­
grich and Clinton at a joint appearance 
in New Hampshire. 

Meanwhile, Senate Majority Leader 
Dole has asked aides to draft reform 
legislation that can be introduced on the 
Senate side. 

Momentum is no guarantee, of 
course, that campaign-fmance reform 
won't end up - again - at a dead end. 
But it's a lot bener than standing still. 

TIlE ROANOKE TIMES Geoff Seamans 
Margie Fisher 

Elizabeth Strother Walter Rugaber 
President and publisher 

Alan Sorensen 
Editorial page editor Editorial page staff 
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The reform two-step 
A new IIcommission" to study campaign financereform is a dodge .. ....... '." ., .C· ,,: " • 

T
here's absolutely no need now for 
House Speaker Newt Gingrich's bi­
partisan commission to study re­

- form of the way federal election 
campaigns are financed. 

There may have been some benefit 
more than four months ago when he and 

. President Bill Clinton first agreed to form 
the commission. But now, with real bipar­
tisan campaign reform bills already on 
the slate in both the House and Senate, it 
looks more like a Gingrich stall. 

Otherwise, why did the speaker wait 
(or months (until after tough, bipartisan 
bills were introduced) before moving'for­
ward with the commission idea? And Gin­
grich's commission wouldn't report back 
until May 1996, too late to pass reform 
bills before next year's elections. 

Congress has been. debating campaign 
_ Iinance reform for years. The honorables 

know what they need to do. 
In the House, Reps. Linda Smith, R­

Washington, Chris Shays, R-Conn., and 
Martin Meehan, D-Mass., have already 
put together a campaign finance reform 
bill that has all the right elements. 

It establishes candidate spending lim­
tts: It reduces special-interest inf!ul!Dce 
by restricting political action committee 
contributions, large individual contribu­
tions and contributions from lobbyists. 
And it bans so-called soft money, The Sen­
ate version, sponsored by Sens. John 
McCain, R-Ariz., Fred Thompson, R- • 
'tenn., and Russell Feingold, D-Wis., is 

virtually identical., 
: Alabama's nine-member congressional 

4elegation should sign on. . ." . ~" ... 
: Both bills set up yoluntary spending 

. : IhDits. In return for staying within the . 
limits, candidates will get reduced-rate 
television and radio advertising time and 
discounted postage . 

. The amount anyone PAC could contrib-
. ute would be reduced from $5,000 to 
$1,000 per election. That's means for a 
primary and general election combined, a 
PAC could contribute a total of $2,000 to a 

- candidate, the same as an individual is al­
lowed to contribute. 

Most important, "soft money" would be 
banned. outright. Soft money is contribu­
tions given to national political parties by ! 
corporations, unions and wealthy individu­
als to dodge limits on contributions they 
can make to individual candidates. The 
national parties funnel the money to state 
parties which, in turn. can help the candi­
dates running for House and Senate from 
their states. 

Already this year (and it's not even an 
election year) more than $30 million in 
soft money has been given to the national 
political parties. 

Gingrich doesn't need a "commission" 
to work on campaign finance reform. He 
simply needs to look at the bill in his own 
House, sponsored in part by his own col­
leagl!es, to begin solving the problem of • 
too much big money and too Iitlle democ- : 

'racy. .} 
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Alinost everyone agrees that some sort of 
campaign finance reform is needed in our . 
federal government to end the influence 
that money has on legislation. .. . 

A bipartisan group of House members 
- Reps. Linda Smith (R-Wash>, Christo­
pher Shays (R-Conn) and Marty Meehan 
(D-Mass) - introduced a bill on Oct. 25. It 
calls for comprehensive campaign finance 
reform- and'pm-allers 'a'Senatebill1ntro­
duced back in September by our state's 
own Sen. Fred Thompson and Sens. John 
McCain, (R-Ariz) and Russell Feingold (D-
Wis). . ' .' ..... 

Certainly, these two measures, one in 
each house' can mean a breakthrough in , . 
the fight to clean up the corrupt camPaIgn 
fmance system which prevails in Washing-
ton. .. . 

No less a critic than Coinmon Cause 
describes the Senate bill 88 "fair, tough, 
creative and comprehensive." Of both bills, 
Common Cause President. Ann McBride 
says, uThis is an extraorctiDary break­
through. This bipartisan group of commit­
ted representatives and senato:s ha,!e set· 
aside partisan differences, resisted mter­
nal pressures and are acting on behal{ of 

/ 

the overwhelming majority of Americans 
who are demanding - in ever increasing 
numbers - that Congress clean up iSs 
campaign finance system and end the 
influence money scandal that has corroded 
Washington. " . 
. A recent public opinion survey found 
that 87 percent of Americans favor limit­
ing .the amount of money candidates can 

.. ,- sPend on a political campaign. And 88 per-
cent believe it will be effective to reduce 
the amount of money special-interest 
groups can contribute to a candidate. 

These two bills, one in each house, 
would seem to meet those objectives. The 
Senate bill sets voluntary spending limits 

. based on a state's population, from 
$950,000 in smaller states to $5;5 million 

. . in California. The House bill sets a liinit of 
$600,000 on House candidates. 

And it's the first time ever that senators 
and representatives have banded together 
to support the same reform legislation. 

We would urge Upper Tennesseans' to 
. encourage Sen. Thompson and to tell3en. 
Frist and Congressman Quillen that these 
bills are a must in the current session of 

\! ~ngress. ' \ , 
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~ewt Gingrich, politics 
~ . - . 

". :,..~. '. ~. -." - .• :.-:0 

and1Don~y 
"'I 
::~ Like many politicians, House Speaker Newt The truth is, many good· Americans who 
~ingrich says tha~the current system of believe deeply in the free.enterpnse.' system· 
,~c!ng political ampaigns needs to be also believe that certain things should not be 
J'eformed, But the er has a curious view for sale to the highest bidder. Among thOSe 
,~Jbaf reform means. :.,'.. ,. . : " .. ,. ':,things would be their elected representatives. 
:~. ..~ of th~ greatest myths o~ ~~ ~- 4t's look again at Gingrich's comparison. 
~cs IS camp81gDS are too expeDS1ve, Gmgnch The,$300 million spent on antacid advertising 
;(old a House task fon:e.1ast week. ~ politi- was raised honorably, by selling antacids. Con­
,:~ process, frankly, IS underfunded, It IS not gresSional candidates, on the other hand, had 

. ~ded. ': . '. to niise their millions by begging lobbyists and 
;to Now that IS mdeed a novel ~t Most special interests for donations. The more 
~ers would no d~ubt be ~urpnsed to lem:n money they needed to raise, the more they had 
:~t the problem WIth Amencan dem~cr IS to beg. And the more they had to beg, the more 
:08. sho~ge of I?oney_to bUY .. ~0st: up~, vulnerable they became to those who want 
~y ~onnative 30-secon~ ~t PIeces that something in return for their money. 
clog the mrwaves come elecnon bme. . Gingrich apparently thinks there's nothing 

But t!mt's ap~arently what the speaker IS wrong with that It is, after all, the free. 
contending: In his co~ents befo17 ,the task enterprise system at work. The lobbyists give 
force, he CIted the combme~ advertis~ bud- politicians mo y' the politicians give the lob-

. get for three popular antaCIds - ~C1d AC" ne,. 
Tagamet and Zantac _ and compared it with byists what ~ey ~ant m return. ~y, anybody 
the total spent on political advertising. wh~ ~ould cnticlZe that transaction must be a 
:, "Advertising for three antacids is $300 SOCIalist., .., 
':~on," Gingrich told the task force. ''The Not qwte. For the first bme m recent histo­
~~otal congressional spending for all43S House ry, reformers from. ~oth ho~ of Co~ 
'seats and 33 Senate seats was $600 million. It and. from . both J?Olitical Parti~ have unIted 
:\vas the equivalent of two antacid campaigns. ~e~d a single PI~ Of.camP81gn-finance leg­
~d yet we're told politics is too expensive." islation. The c:oaHtion ~cludes some of the 
: Furthermore, Gingrich said, those who are most co~ervative people m Con~, and they 
,worried about the role of money in politics are . are p~.~ f~r a vote on thel1' p~~. 
motivated by "a nonsensical socialist analysis The coali~on s bill wouldput spending liJ?i~ 

. based on hatred of the free.enterprise system." on congreSSIonal races, ban or at least limit 
. Whew.· special-interest PAC money, limit lobbyist 

.• ~ The man can talk, can't he? He strings words· donations to $100 and require candidates to 
. together like they were so many firecrackers, raise at least 60 percent of their money from 
-making a lot of noise in the process but not within their district or state. That would be 
inuch sense. real reform. - ~ , . 
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Reform Now 
Public demand for campaign finance reform has become so 

unrelenting that Democrats and Republicans have now 
joined forcea behind a plan that has the support of everyone 
from Common Cause to Ross Perot. 

The grovehng behavior of Sen. Bob Packwood, revealed in 
his own diaries, made evident to everyone the degrading and 
corrupting rituals of money raising to which the CUITe\1t sys­
tem forces members of Congress to submit. This system 
taints not only hacks like Packwood, but those whom we be­
lieve to be honorable. 

Now bipartisan bills introduced in the House and in the 
Senate promise to create a new system designed to reduce 
the influence of big spenders whose legal bribery so distorts 
our politics .. 

In the previous Congress, when the Democrats still held a 
majority, Republicans used obstructionism to kill campaign 
finance reform. Sen. James Jeffords, R-Vt., one of the more 
sensible members on the Republican side, found himself in 
his usual posture as the man in the middle, working to sal­
vage reform by watering it down. 

Republicans are now in the mlijority, and the public's de­
mand for campaign finance reform has not abated Reform 
has not been a priority for House Speaker Newt Gingrich, 
but conservative purists, aligned with people across the spec­
trum, may have forced his hand With increasing support 
among Republicans, Jeffords may finally feel less lonely. 

The newly unveiled House bill would: 
• Eatablish a $600.000 spending limit for House candi­

dates. 
• Make television and radio time and mailing privileges 

available at reduced costs to those candidates who abide by 
the spending limits. 

• Reatrict political action committee contributions and 
contributions from lobbyists. 

• Ban "soft money." 
"Soft money" is the term used to describe contributions 

that are laundered through party organizations or other in­
termediaries to give candidates help that exceeds existing 
legal limits. Special interests are able to make huge indirect 
payments to candidates; the record donation was $2.5 mil­
lion given by Amway to the Republican National Committee 
in 1994. 

In the first half of 1995. Republican committees raised 
$20_1 million. and Democratic committees raised $10.4 mil­
lion in soft money. Three tobacco companies - Philip Mor­
ris, RJR Nabisco. and Brown & Williamson - were the top 
three contributors to the Republicans. 

It ia hardly surprising that the tobacco lobby would donate 
so heavily becaUse most Americans know thie form of payoff 
ia the only way an industry with such a poor public record 
can keep itself in the good graces of politicians. 

Deprived of their legal right to bribe. tobacco lobbyists are 
left with their pathetic deceptions. Similarly. lobbyists of all 
persuasions should have to make their cases through the 
force of th"ir ideas rather than by the profligacy of their 
contributions. 

There are plenty of special interests who will try to derail 
the movement toward campaign finance reform. And a real­
istic view suggests that with so much money sloshing 
around Washington. passage of the bill could merely end up 
diverting the flow of money to some other. now unforeseen. 
outlet. . 
. But the American people will be watching to see whether 
the current leadership will make the effort to clean up the 
process. Indeed. that's the only way to guarantee that deci­
siena of state are based on the public interest. rather than 
on the desire for money. I 

-.I 

.'~~:: .. 

" ':"':.:""-' . 



LOl Angelas. CA 
TIMES 

La. Ange:n-long Buah 
Mit Aile 

TUUda, 0 ~ ,242, ee4 

NOV 7, 1995 

P1328 

m[D[BJ]IPRESS CLIPPINGS -• I 
• ',. .- '_ •• o#~-.... :-:-..,~-:~ 

Campaign Reform RoadblocKs 
", ". .;.. - .,.... . : .•.. j "< . . . .,' .:.~ .... :::-..: ... , ..... 

After agreeing with the President, qingrich se~ to be stalling . 
Politicians are forced to dial What's 'taking so long? Gin- and ban PACs," if the' courts . 

for dollars because money is grich and President Clinton agreed. The legislation merits 
the lifeblood of politics, with agreed during a June meeting· speedy passage, but that's 
billions collected and spent in New Hampshire to set up a unlikely. 
each year in the pursuit of campaign finance reform On the House side, Linda 
office. In a time when cam- commission. They shook on it, Smith (R-Wash.), in concert 
paign finance reform is sorefy an encouraging sign in this with a bipartisan coalition, 
needed, House Speaker Newt bitterly partisan era. Clinton supports banning PACs, elim­
Gingrich (R-Ga.) is putting has since asked Gingrich to inating large corporate and 
up obstacles. His recent pro- get on board, but to no avail. union contributions, and lim­
posal to form a bipartisan Bipartisanship is needed to iting overall campaign spend­
commission to study the issue change the rules governing ing. She's on the right track. 
until next May would prevent how much money a candidate Democrats are no less to. 
timely progress. can collect and from whom, as blame than Republicans for 

Gingrich also would set an well as how much a candidate the lack of progress. Former 
impossibly high hurdle in the can spend. A Senate bill, pro- House Speaker Thomas S. 
form of a two-thirds vote by posed by Sens. John McCain Foley (D-Wash.)-who sub­
the commission to send rec- (R-Ariz.) and Russell D. sequenUy lost his reelection 
ommendations on to Con- Feingold (D-Wis.>, calls for bid-delayed reform last 
gress. A simple majority of the voluntary spending limits and year. . , 
panel should prevail, and the would reward complying . Gingrich complained loud 
sooner the mechanism is in candidates with discounted and often about campaign 
place the better for' Ameri- TV and radio broadcast time. finance rules when.his party 
cans who worry that their This bipartisan bill also would was out of power. Now, he 
elected officials can be bought forbid the bundling of contri- seems to support the same old 
and sold. . butions to get around rules political money business. 

-" 
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, Pass campaign reforms, 
not another task force 

H OUSE Speaker Newt Gingrich is right to call for a bipartisan 
" . approach to campaign-finance reform. But he misses the boat by 

proposing a task force to study it for another year or so . 
• ;As Gingrich procrastinates, freshman Rep. Linda Smith has co-sponsored a 

legitimately bipartisan campaign-finance bill endorsed by members of both 
parties and by independent voices ranging from C.Q!!lIDon Cause to the League 
of Women Voters and Ross Perot. ,-'-.' -. -'­. ~. ~ 

'. That doesn't mean Smith's approach is perfect. Regulating campaigns 
requires a delicate balancing of individual free speech and the broader public 
interest. Allowing interest groups or individuals to "buy" political campaigns 
works against the public interest; but overly strict limits on contributions 
inhibit citizens' rights to participate in the political process. 

'Midway between national elections, polls show most Americans believe the 
system favors special interests. And they have a point. RepUblicans already 
have banked $20 million in soft money for the 1996 campaign, including $3 
million from the oil and tobacco lobbies. Democrats have lured $10 million, 
much of it from lawyers and labor unions. 

The Smith-Meehan-Shays Bill, similar to the McCain-Feingold Bill in the 
Senate, would: 

• Establish a voluntary spending limit of $600,000 for House candidates. 
• Require that 60 percent of their donations come from their home state. 

-: • Reward candidates who cooperate with (;ut-rate ads and mailings. 
• Reduce the influence of political action committees, or "PACs." 
• Prohibit soft money and bundling, devices used by interest groups to 

bypass existing campaign-finance iaws. 

Campaign refonn has been studied to death by both parties. Each study 
raises legitimate questions, with few answers. The most dramatic refonn .­
public financing of campaigns - is unacceptable to most taxpayers. 

As Smith says in support of the bill. reform proposals have been "buried 
under efforts to pass the perfect bill." Whatever the intent. another 
commission serves to perpetuate a status quo that gnaws at the credibility of 
the political process. 

It's time to bring this plan to the floor, debate and amend it, and then see if 
the resulting compromise can strike a better balance between the interests of 
politicians and the people they serve. I 

---.~- .~--.-.----' 
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f Too little, too late ' 
, Last week. four monW alter he and President Clinton shook 

":,:hands in New Hampshire on an agreement to create a bipani­
~san cOmmission on campaign finance reform. House Speaker 
:Newt Gin~ch finally aired his Ideas on the maner. Appearing 
:before a House committee. he suggested that Mr, Clinton and 
:..House Democrats choose eight members of tbe cOmmissioD. 
:,'whlle he and Sen, Bob Oole. the Senate majority leader. would 
choose eigbt more. Any proposal getting at least 11 "otes in the 
'commission would go directly to the floor of Congress for vote. 
',pn the entire plan . 
. It·s a reasonable enough formula. If the speai:er bad unveiled 

:it immediately after New Hampshire, it would ;'1\'e prevailed. 
: But much has happened while Mr, Gingrieh's thoughts on 
·-campaign reform were marinating. Xow his move looks very 
'mUCh like the staU It has been labeled by one of his own 
conservative firebrands. Rep. Unda Smith. R,Wash., who has 
emerged as a leader of ber fresbman class on election issues. 
The move is aU the more suspicious because lbe agellda .. Mr. 
Glngricb proposes for the commission is a sweepmg one that 
would go weU beyond the to!>'priority issues of campaign 
spending and lobbytng. 

What has happened in the interim is the first serious.bipani­
'san campaign reform effon in a decade - and the first ever in 
which representatives and senators have joined together in 
suppon of the same basic legislation. The leaders iO the Senate 
:are Sen. JaM McCain. R-Ariz.. Russeu Feingold. D-Wis .. and 
Fred Thompson. R-Teon.; in the House. the sponsors are Rep. 
,Smith. along with Reps, Christopher Shay •• R-Conn.. and Marty 

.. Meehan. D-Mass. Here's whal their bills would do: 

. ~ • Establish spending limits for congressional candidales -
$600.000 in the House and $950.000 to 15,5 million in the Senate. 
depending on the size of the state. 
~ • Provide free or reduoedi:ost air time and CUl,rale mailings 
'for candidates who abide by the spending limits. 
, • Ban special-inlerest political aClion COlDlDlttees IPACs). With 
a fallhack provision strictly limiting PAC contributions in case 

:ihe Supreme Court forbade a total PAC prohibition. 
'" • End the "sofl money" system under which both national 
party committees raise enormous sums thai are funneled to 
Jtate parties in order 10 evade federal laws thai regulate Ihe 
size and sources of political contributions. The sofl money 
,~omes from corporations and unions. which are barred from 
, directly contributing 10 federal campaigns. and from wealthy 
individuals. and in sums thai far exceed federal limits. ... 

.. ThIs legislation represents real reform - bipartisan and bl­
';cameral, It Will do Ihe job: Common Cause. the League of 
"Women Voters and Ross Perot au Jgrw on thaL It's ready to 
go. It needs DO time-consuming commission to work it over. 

,:: If the American people wanl nothing else out of Congress 
'this term. they want Ihe campaign funding and lobbying S)'3-

',tems fixed. They know lhal special-inlerest fateats don'llavtsh 
:tens of Ihousands of dollars on politicians and parties out of 
civic high-mindedn .... They know what's in the Packwood 
_~es and bow candidly those pages bore wilDess to the 
influence-peddling cullure of Capitol Hill. They knOW how the 
need for continuous fund-raising drains the time and dignity 
of their elecled representatives, They want a change. 
, And the sponsora of the House and Senale bills want to give 
It to them, quickly. Rep. Smith and her coUeapes have laid 
down some deadlines for the House leadership: a full House 
vote on gilt and lobby reform legislation by TlIanIIsgiving; 
hearings and floor VOles on campaign finance reform in both 

,the Houae and Senate no later than Febl'lW'Y. AnY holdnp. 
]hey aald. WIll lead to a discharge petltlon_ by whie.b 218 mem­
...ben can WI a.but from committee and bring it to the floor. 
" Speaker Gingrich now offers a coJDDtission. It·s 100 lItIIe. too 
"!ate. A parade Is tormlDg, and he might wan& to COIIIider 
'lJnninr 10 the head of II before II trampleo blnL 
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\Awaiting the spea,ker 

C
ongress has one more chance to 
pass meaningful campaign-finance 
reform before spring brings presi­
dential primaries and members of 

Congress hit the fund-raising road. The 
reform issue has been debated for years, 
and a worthy bill currently is in the House. 
Speaker Newt Gingrich's response to this, 
unfortunately, has been to appoint a com­
mission to study the matter. 

This is the same tactic used by the previ­
ous speaker, Thomas Foley, who avoided 
four or five attempts to overhaul the sy~­
tem that allows special interests to buy 
access to politicians by funding their cam­
paigns. Both speakers announced their 
strong intention to clean up this system, 
but then found that being the object of 
affection for so many lobbyists was too dif­
ficult to overcome. 

Last June at a public forum, Speaker 
Gingrich and President Clinton shook 
hands over an agreement to form a com­
mission that would present to the House a 
base-closing-style campaign reform, in 
which members could vote up or down on 
the package without amending it. Instead, 
the speaker has formed a commission with 
eight Republicans and eight Democrats 
that required two-thirds agreement, 
instead of a simple majority, on each issue 
for the up or down vote to occur. The 
tougher requirement could prevent such a 
vote from ever taking place. 

\ 

, Campaign-finance reform doesn't require 
more months of talk. Voters are aware 
that members of Congress depend heavily 
on single, large donations, often channeled 
through political parties, and are outspend­
ing challengers by record amounts. No 
matter which party is in power, the prob­
lem is the same: The public must persuade 
Congress to clean up the campaign system. 
, The proposal in the House is a decent 
bipartisan attempt to do that. H.R. 2566, 
sponsored by Republicans Linda Smith and 
Christopher Shays and Democrat Martin 
Meehan, would ban soft money, limit or 
eliminate PAC contributions, establish 
spending limits and offer a discount on 
television and radio time for candidates 
who voluntarily comply with the restric­
tions. It would also remove some of the 
advantages of being an incumbent - ban­
ning use of the frank for mass mailings in 
election years and ending the use of cam­
paign funds for personal use. 

A similarly strong, bipartisan bill was 
introduced in September in the Senate. But 
House action could be delayed interminably 
by the speaker's commission. Especially 
considering that Rep. Gingrich rode to 
power decrying the Democrats' out-of-touch 
policies, he shouldn't be allowed to let ~ 
paign-finance reform die now. Members ,of 
both parties are willing to support substan­
tial improvement in the way campaigns are 
financed. He should join them. --.l 

./_- ----
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Gingrich ducks out 
on campaign bill 
T

HERE are many problems that Con- ___ -..1 _________ _ 

gress doesn't know how to resolve. 
campaign finance reform isn't one of Measure would reduce 
them. incumbents' advantage 

A bill introduced in the House and 
Senate would wring much of the money 
out of congressional campaigns, SQueez- used to pull to keep from bringing cam­
ing particularly hard at speciai interest paign reform up for a vote. 
money. And Gingrich bas the same goal that 

Best yet. the bill Is bi-partisan, being Foley bad: protection of incumbents -
sponsored in the Senate by John McCain, most of whom are now Republicans. 
R-Ariz., and Russell Feingold. D-Wis., and The bill Is an extremely measured and 
in the House by Christopher Shays. R- thoughtfUl package. It would require that 
Wis., Linda Smith. R-Wash., and several 60% of a candidate's contributions come 
Democrats. First termers in the House from the candidate's home state. It would 
and Senate are particularly anxious to ban contributions frompollticai action 
get this legislation to the floor for a vote. cOmmittees; if the courts ruled that ban-

Unfortunately, the bill faces a rather ning PAC money was unconstitutional, 
formidable roadblock in the person of then the bill would resttict PAC contribu­
House Speaker Newt Gingrich. Gingrich tions to SI,OOO. 
has never ranked campaign finance re- Lobbyists would be limited to contribu­
form high on his agenda He came into tions of SIOO. So-called "soft money" con­
office last January promoting a whole tributions that now come into party cof­
slew of reforms. but campaign finance fers by the barrelful from corporations 
reform was not among thent.-f.tIst-June;--·aDd.unions would. be-banned. Candidates 
Gingrich and President Dinton agreed to who agree to voluntary spending limits 
name a bi-partisan commission to work would get breaks on television time and 
on campaign finance refonn. That com- postage. 
mission has yet to be named. Gingrich can pursue a commission if 

And last week, feeling the heat from he wants. but he shouldn't use a co11llJlls. 
House freshmen. Gingrich offered a new sion as an excuse to delay a vote on the 
proposal. He told the House COmmittee reform bill now in hand. If Congns 
on Reform and Oversight that a bi-parti- waits much longer to act on this mea­
san commission should be named, but sure, the legisJation will be dragged into 
that the commission should examine the campaign season. Lawmakers, in­
such matters as the media's role In cam- stead of looking at the bill objectively, 
paigns and the growing number of candi- will be trying to assess. how It would 
dates who are "millionaires and blillon- affect them in their particular races. 
aIres." In an extremely telling remark Congress doesn' need a commission 
the speaker aiso said. "One of the great on campaign finance refonn. It just 
myths of modem politics in that cam- needs leadership that will let this Impres­
paigns are too expensive.' The pollticai sive bill come up for a vote. Gingrich bas 
process is, in fact. underfunded. It Is not bragged considerably on the various re­
overfunded." form measures he bas shepherded 

If Gingrich's dancing around on this through the House. He should reaJIze, 
Issue looks familiar. It should. ThIs Is however, that without campaign finance 
exactly the same kind of deny-and-delay- reform, all the other measures look pret­
taCtics that former speaker Tom Foley ty shabby .• . ~--~----~------



Hartford, CT 
Courant 

Hlrtfard Mit Ar .. 

Saturday D22UU 

NOV 11. 1995 

!ooI1688 

[I[JJ[BI]I PRE: S S CI.I PPI."'G S 

r EDITORIALS 

! . Get out of the ~ay,'Newt '~:', 
I.n Jun;.-Ho~e Speaker Newt Gingrich -~d-s~~ t~ be gathering bipartisan su~rt.-A siini­
P.resident Clinton both promised to create a com- lar bill has been introduced in the Senate. co­
iiiission on political reform. They shook hands on sponsored by Democrat Christopher J. Dodd of 
the deal. Connecticut 
'0 For five months, despite the president's ire- Here's some of what the Shays-Smith-Mee-
quent expressions of interest, nothing happened. han bill provides: 
House Republican leaders said they were tooe No more campaign contributions from po­
busy with other matters to get things moving on litical action committees. 
tlie regulation of l~byists and campaign finance. e A limit on the amount of money that can be 

But recently, House Majority Leader DickAr- raised from fat cats. 
mey said there would be votes this year on lobby- . ,e A requirement that at least 60 percent of 
ing reform and a gift-ban rule. He said committee donations be made from within a candidate's 
work on campaign-finance reform would also be- state. 
gin. Then last week, Mr. Gingrich let it be knowne No more "soft money" - contributions to 
that he wants a commission. party committees that are meant to benefit 

Irs too late. This supposedly revolutionary candidates. . 
speakerbas seized on a delaying tactic by propos- '. A limit on donations from lobbyists. 
ing further study. He should have joined Mr. elin- e A ban on bundling, or accumulating indi-
·ton months ago in setting up the panel. Now he vidual contributions within an interest group and 
~ould just get out of the way and let reformers in presenting itin one large check. . 
lils own party - such as Reps. Christopher Shays e A ban on the use of campaign funds for 
.of Connecticut and Linda Smith of Washington - personal purposes. . 
.and like-minded Democrats try to push through The House and Senate proposals do not - but 
legislation they have introduced. should - include a public-financing component. 
..... Mr. Shays and Ms. Smith, together with Dem- But it is a good start. Mr. Gingrich should catch up 

. ocrat Martin Meehan of Massachusetts, have pro- with the reform parade led by others. It is time to 
posed meaninl¢1!. campaign-finance reform. ~t.. c~ge a political system corrupted by ~~e.Y~. _ .1. 
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Welcome move toward 

campaign cleanup 
The smelly Sen. Bob Packwood (R-Ore.), his 

career ruined by disclosures of sexual harass­
ment, evidence tampering and abuse of power, 
has announced his resignation. If Packwood's 
collt:agues are as outraged by this scandal as 
they claim, they will do something about cam­
paign finance reform, an issue the Packwood 
affair illuminated. Sen. Russ Feingold (D-Wis.) 
haS announced a worthy proposal that would 
help achieve that goal . 

Packwood's diary entries revealed the possi­
bility that $100,000 was illegally diverted to his 
1992 re-election campaign by Sen. Phil Gramm 
(R-Tex.), then chairman of a GOP fund-raising 
committee. Both Gramm and Packwood have 
denied any wrongdoing,. but there can be no 
doubt of the need to produce more account­
ability for "soft money" - funds that are sup-

posed to be used by state party organizations 
for general purposes (like get-out-the-vote 
drives) rather than for specific candidates. 

This soft-money problem,' plus many other 
campaign shortcomings, are addressed in Fein­
gold's proposal, which he introduced with two 
Republican sponsors, Sen. John McCain of Ari­
zona and Sen. Fred Thompson of Tennessee. 

Among other things, it would limit soft­
money contributions and require that au' re­
ceipts be reported to the Federal Election Com­
mission. Common Cause,- the public interest 
group that has long sought reforms in soft­
money contributions; calls the Feingold mea­
sure "fair, tough, creative and comprehensive." 

The proposal also provides incentives for 
senatorial candidates to accept spending limits 
on their campaigns - free television time, for 

example. Also included are incentives for sena­
torial ·candidates to spend no more than 
$250,000 of their own funds in a campaign. a 
measure designed to prevent wealthy pol~ti­
clans frdm virtually buying seats of power. ~e 
Feingold measure requires candidates to raise 

. 600/. of their campaign funds from inside their 
own states. 

Campaign finance reform has not fared well 
. in previous sessions of Congress. But Feingold 
says the mood has changed in recent yea!"!!, 
and he also points to the bipartisan support hi~ 
measure has attracted. Revulsion over the 
Packwood scandal may also prompt Congress 
to get off the dime on this issue. If Congress. is 
serious about cleansing the smell from cam~ 
paign financing, it will enact this commo~-: 
sense, overdue reform.· -... 



IWorn,nga-rar 
. ,EST ABIlSHED 1867 

John A. Lynch, PubIisIa" 
Chartes M. ~ Exec:uIiwI Editor 
John H. Meyer, Managing Editor 

PuIlIshed by 
WIftWIgtDn S1ar·News Inc. 
1 Q(JJ ScuIh 171h S1I8eI 
V<im*1gfDn. N.C. 28401 

Chartes W. RJesz, Jr .. EdiIDriaJ Page Editor .A NEW YORK nMES COMPANY 

:.' . .'. .' ". '. OUR VIEWS .' 
-

Campaign . cleanup 
gets serious effort 

I
t's a little late in the season,­
but maverick congressmen 
from both parties are pushing 
a serious effort at campaign 

refonn, and they seem to be gain­
ing momentum. .. 

People who care about good gov~' 
ernment should be cheering them 
on. 

In the House, Republicans 
Christopher Shays of Connecticut 
and Linda Smith of Washington 

-joined Democrat Marty Meehan of . 
Massachusetts to introduce a 
major refonn bill last month. 

Their bill parallels a Senate ef­
fort backed by Republicans John 
McCain of Arizona and Fred 
Thompson of Tennessee, plus 
Democrat Russell Feingold of Wis­
consin. 

The two bills differ in specifics, 
but basically contain the same in­
triguing ideas. 

Botl! would set a volWltary limit . 
on how much candidates can spend 
while running for the Senate and 
House. (The Senate limit would 
vary according to the state'.s popu­
lation.) 

As a carrot to abide by those 
limits, candidates who spend less 
than the maximum would get free· 
Jr cut-rate advertising time on tel­
evision. That's especially imp or­
:ant in Senate races, where TV 
;ommercials account for nearly 
tlaif a candidate's expenses. . 

In addition, both bills. would . 
iharply limit with "soft-money" 
;:ontributions. 

Some big-money donors have 
sidestepped campaign limits by 
giving huge sums (up to $100,000) 
to either of the two parties. Osten­
sibly, this money is supposed to go 
for such activities as encouraging 
people to register and vote. In 
practice. the money is usually fun-

neled into state party organizations 
and used in congressional races in 
which the donor has an interest. . 

The refonners would also put 
tighter limits on donations by polit­

. ical action committees (PACs) and 
would try to outlaw "bWldling," a 
practice by which PACs evade 
spending limits by p09ling contri­
butions to specific candidates. 

All these ideas are long overdue. 
Political races cost too much as 

it is. The present PAC-dominated 
funding system has given incum­
bents a near-insunnoWltable ad­
vantage in most elections - one 
reason that Democrats were able 
to keep their majority in the House 
for 40 years straight 

It also gives undue influence to 
interest groups with lots of money 
to spend - .often, groups that to 
make even more money from tax 
breaks, subsidies or other action by 
Congress.· 

Once again, however, the lead­
erShip in hath parties seems to like 
things the way they are. 

Last week, House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich suddenly seemed to recall 
his five-month old promise to Bill 
Clinton to set up a commission to­
study campaign spending. 

But launching a commission now 
would effectively rule out any 
chance of action on Campaign re­
fonn this year, and probably next 
year as well. 

There's no need for more study. 
Rep. Gingrich knows the problems 
with the PAC system; he used to 
complain about them, before he 
was in position to. reap their bene-
fits. -

If he and other Honorables are 
serious about cleaner campaigning, 
they should move to pass the re­
form bills before them. 

.~ .. .:. '. - .... : 
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reformers try 
~otherpush 
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,By Andrew Mollison 
, , ' 

.... '.' .... . ..... , '.w as,hlngtl?n -;- undaunte,d ~',;';}. 
twp decades o(defeats, .... . i -:' 

; . .: . campaign-refpim propo- -:' 
" n~nts this month are launching; 
: ' another bid to change the way Ameri-
· _ cans pay for ,congressional, camp~. ' ' 
;: .: "'Things are different this YeiJ.r/r, ,ii.':· 
, ::sfid Ann MCBride, presi~~t o( 8iP::: ' . 
': ~on Cause. "You have the first, blpai. 
: ' t¥.an bill in a. ~de, ~4!o~,tIl.~Sr,st ,_: . 
, tiP.te ever, you have a blCanleiiil, '.: i . 

, apprr Jch - senators and repreSenta-
tives coming together on thE! same ',', 

bill," " '''.' ' ", .j Skeptics aboUnd "Maybe I've' 
become cynical after all the' failures, 

: . but it seems to me it's bound to;' . ':' 
founder in Congress on'a~ount 6fa .' 

· c9mbination of ideology' andseif~ . '- .. ," 
interest," said Linda Fowler, profes-' 
sar of government at Dartmouth CoI-
l~ge, '.' " . 

, : McBride shrugged off that view. 
"What you see in this Congress is that 

, ~es like lobby disclosure that 'cOUld 
, . never be passed' have been passed' 

That gives people hope," she said. 
, Equally undaunted, politicians are 

continuing to raise money the old- . 
. fashioned way - in big chunks in 

Washington from people who want to 
get closer to them than most ordinary 
voters can afford, 

: Last month, Republicans criticized 
President Clinton for vetoing a bill 
oPposed by mOst trial lawyers shortly 
after he held a White House dinner 
for hundreds of Democratic donors -
sQme of them trial lawyers who had 
.given Democrats as much as 5100,000 . 

.' ; "It is difficult to escape the conclu­
sion that Bill Clinton's veto got 
bought," said Haley Barbour, chair­
.m.an of the Republican National Com-

.:njttee. ' .. ,.\. 
"This month, Republicans ~ ~e ' 

··;doing much the same thing on the, . 
~jli'ghts before and after Clinio~'s State, 
~ ~o£ the Union address, scheduled for 
. JaJi23. . ' , 
;. 'The Monday Morning Political 
A9tlon Committee has promised that 

· ,donors who pay $4,000 extra for a ' . 
51,OOO-per-person reception Jan. 22 . " , i 

'. ~ pose for a photograph'with the, . ::., , 
~-Jl~ PAC's·.chairman, HouseS~eI:"~~I! .. 

~Z~~~~~Os~1p!:~g~t:'····~;~t: . 
· . Hpuse candidates.won't count against '., ; 
, llini~ on how much their party' can ' .:, 
.' give to them. . ' . 
. ;: :~o lAdditionally; Barbour hopeS the .~;',,~. 
: Republicans will raise a record~ .,:'" . . : 
'. ~~ $15 million Jan. 24 at a'grua .. ~ , 
71!!tbigthat itisbeirig.held in the:' .. "{ \: 

_ Niltional.Building Museum arid D.C. ;:':'~, . 
-AtinorY, two of the capital's largest '::.'~' 
· I . ..' , v~nuec.', ..' . '. 

, I ':Barbour is charging donors , 
5~0,OOO to be named a co-chairman., .' 
,ot'the gala (which entitles them to .' 

,;:.copr tickets to next summer's conven­
:;'tiofi plus lunch with Gingrich and . . 
:': Se~ate Majority Leader Bob Dole); . 
: 5150,000 to be named a vice chairman 
:·"(t\vo·convention ticketS); or 545,000 to' 
·;=bEi.named a deputy chairman (break- .' 
t-l'aij with Gingrich).' '". _', 
:~ :~uch large giftS would be illegal " , 
..:::. I . 
3;"f:~"; Please see REFORM, C4 ~ 
~'"'i{ '. 
.~~ .. , 
\~ Arldre~y, Mollison ;s a reporter ;n the Cox .' 
~asQ'ngton bureau. ., , 

I·;:::,: ========--
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Carnpaigrfn(Qf,.n: Biparti~an" 
measure has· the best ........ ..,.~a;a:1 
~ Continued (rom C I 

under many Of the more than 40 cam .. ' . 
paign finance bills introduced in Con-., 
gress in the past year. . " 
. The bill with the best chance Of 

. passing is the one el!dorSed by Copi:' . . 
mon Cause, the League Of WcmieD~·· ., :~ 
Voters, Ralph Nader's .. Public CitiZeli . 
and RosS Perot Of United We StAnd .~! ,c 

• .' '4<t;N' Amenca. .,-." '" 
ID addition to outlawing big gifts to':~. 

political parties, that bill is intended to . .' 
limit congressioD81 candidates'_~d: 

;," ing and their fund-raising from PACs 
· and other nonconstituents. To comply" 
· , with court rulings against mandatory 

spending Iimi~, the bill iIJSte!.d man- ';.~ :;. 
: ,,, dates discounts on maUirip and broiid. ' 

... .', cast time for canilidatesWho observe ~. ;, 
" the Iimi'ts I' .... _.... . ... " . ":-'. , voun ....... ,. '~." ":':. 

Proponents wilhtart the pqblic po~ __ 
!ion of their driVe tOr suppOrt JaiL 2Ol,;.1 
at town ineetfngil8Pcmsored iii COn- ·Itn1 
cord, Mass., by Rep. ~ Meelllll(,:' .; 
(D-Mass.) and in Concord, NX, fir; , 
the Center for a New Democ:rac:y and··.· 
the Franklin Pierce Law Center. 7, 

The meetiligs will o1fer Ne.\9'. '!f,-,' • :-' 
Englanders from early prilsidentW .' 
PrimarY states Ii chance to rUb sIiOuI­
ders with Perot, talk Show host Phil ;. 
Donahue and othU celebri~ anf '. ,': 
diff'ereIice from the Usual pOlitical' .•. ' ... 
fund-raising events: Mmi~o,D:,wm.,!1e 
free. '. .~: ~.. ·:.'-:t .. ; .. 'r' 

Meehan, Ii h'beral, joined COJiServa: 
tive Rep, Christopher Shays (R-Coim.) 

• and very conservative Rep. IJnda· _. ;,J. 
Smith (R-Wash.) in introducing die -
House version of the bill. ", ", 

"Traditionally, Democ:rats opPosed 
any limits or bans on PACs and .. : 
Republicans opposed imy limit on 
overall speoding. Neither partY gets 
an ad\'antage if we do both d once," 
Meehan said "Of course, the opposite 
problem is that everyone has an . 
excuse to vote againSt it" 

The Senate version was introduced 
by conservative Republican John 
McCain of Arizona, liberal Democrat 
Russ Feingold of Wisconsin and first­
term Republican Fred Thompson 'of 
Teiulessee, 

"'lbe amount of oPposition is ample 
testimony to the strength of this bill," 
McCain said. "I'm not Predicting pas-

• A person or PAC :=~ 
checlcs (rom several D 

and giving them to a 
candidate would have the 
contribution lim~ as a 
or PAC that rai;es money . ' 
several persons and writes ens , ',:.:', 
cheddar the candidate. ", ."~;;'" 

. . :~: 

sage this year; I'mjust saying that 
sooner,or l,ater.this bill, or one very 
much like It, will pass;" . call for a floor vote on a bill, "which is. 

"Sen, McCain and I can force this 
issue to the Senate floor as an amend­
ment to other legislation," Feingold 
said "In the House, they've talked 
about using a discharge petition" in 
which more than half the mem~rs 

much more difficult" I:' , 
ID both chambers, "the key is public' ; ! 

pressure," said Shays. "In the next four 
weeks, we will work with the grass>roo 
groups to do whatever we can to help,' ,,-1 
shore it up," 
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Pac~ood prov~d Il~e~ for campaign finance reform 
'\'"1 ".-. ,. '. ,. '-'" , ... , .. . , ... 1f"~ . 

Sen. Bob Packwood's diaries disgUsted Candidates who agreed to liinit their spend­
many Americans with their juvenile accounts ing a~rding to the size of the state would 
of sexual conquests and dalliances. At least receive broadcast tinie and postage at re­
as disturbing are the diary passages that . duced rates. The voluntary formUla would 
recount the, corrupting mix of lobbyists, also limit personal spending by candidates 
favors and campaign cash at the heart of the with little to recommend them but their own 
way the U.S. Senate does business. or faniily fortunes. .' " 

The disgraced Packwood confesses in his The legislation would ban contributions 
diaries that he granted people and compa- from political action committees. These spe­
nies substantial tax breaks m exchange for cial interest pACU.ake advan~e of candi­
campaign contributions, expensive enter- dates' desperate need for cash m order to 
tainments and the companionship of wealthy influence the writing of legislation. 
lobbyists. Packwood's political methods and The proposed bill would place stricter 
almost casual disregard for the public inter- limits on so-called soft money contributions 
est were not unique, and few of his colleagues of the type discussed by Packwood and Sen. 
in the Senate and on the powerful Finance Phil Gramm, R-Texas. These huge contribu­
Committee he chaired have seen tit to con- tions for party get-out-the-vote drives can 
demn such behavior. find their way into individual federal cam-

Recognizing that the corrupting influence paigns, buying influence for the people and 
of campaign contributions extends beyond companies who gave them. . . 
Bob Packwood, Sens. John McCain, R-Ariz., McCain and Feingold's bill is a long shot. At 
and Russell Feingold, D-Wis., have intro- least the public will be able to judge senators' 
duced legislation to encourage voluntary concerns for the Senate's integrity by the 
spending limits on senatorial campaigns. level of support for this legislation. . ' • 
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'~'Will the Freshmen aean House? 
. . - . . 

0
' N THESE pages recently,. Rep. Linda . paid mass mailings in an election year, in having 
.. ' Smith, a first-term Republican from Wasb-. . the House join the Senate in banning free meals 

ington,. Offaed some good advice to her . and gifts from lobbyists 'and in cleaning up the 
party's leadership. "We should put our PAC "soft money system." Her proposal to ban all PAC 
,nailey where our mouth is and pass campaign contributions is probably unconstitutional; there 
mel lobby rtd-orm now," she wrote. Her argiunent are constitutional ways to limit PACs. We are 
was-straightforward: H the Republicans are real- also 'skeptical of banning all contributions from 
Iy serious about changing things, political ieformoutside a member's district. 
ought to be at the top of their list of measures. We hope that Mrs. Smith and other reform­
"You can't perform surgery in a dirty operating minded House Republicans-notably Rep. Chris­
rooin and with a team that hasn't scrubbed," she topher Sbays (R-Conn.), who has been pleading 

~e~ is-and Mrs. Smith is aware of this-her for action on this issue all year..,...will take a cue 
team needs a lot of scrubbing. Somehow, cam- from their colleague Sen. 10hn McCain (R-Ariz.). 
paign and lobbying reform have never made it to Mr. McCain has put together a plausible biparti-

san proposal with Sen. Russ Feingold (D-Wis.) 
:~S~ ~:n:'t in°~=ti~ that includes some important elements that need 
good reformist game on the odd day,· but has to be part of any real reform. These inclUde clear 
mostly delayed and delayed. That could have spending limits and both a limited amount of free 
something to do with the fact that the new, television time and discounted TV time so candi­
majority is raising gobs . of money from the dates can make their case without spending a 
political action committees. Rep. Smith's sup- 'fortune. Our preference is for public financing of 
posedly reform-minded freshman colleagues are campaigns over free television, but the structure 
at the head of the queue when it comes to such of the McCain-Feingold pIan is right. 
fund-raising: PAC contributions accounted for 45 : H the Republican leadership won't listen to 
percent-$5 million-of the $11 million raised : Mrs. Smith's pleas, het freshman colleagues 
by the 85 House freshmen in the first six months :surely should. The Republican freshmen need to 
of 1995. Indeed. according to a study by Common . remember what happened to their Democratic 
Cause, thiS crop of freshmen is proving tlUWf!counterparts in the last Congress: Despite the 
adePt at raising PAC money than its predeces-pleas of some of the more reform-minded new­
sors.lcomers. the Democratic leadersIUp could never 

As for Mrs. Smith's own proposals, we sym- get its act together on this issue. The whole 
pathize with some but think that others need to . party suffered, but the freshmen, elected on a 
be'~ped. She's ri~t ~~topping taxpa~~ __ i ~~, of reformist zeal, suffered most. I 
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Campaign Finance Bill 
Balled As Breakthrough 

One important thing Congress needed to do this session was improve its 
own image before the public, and a move in that direction might be seen in 
'what is beirig called a breakthrough on campaign finance reform. . 

In what observers say is the first bipartisan breakthrough on the issue 
in more than a decade. Senators John McCain, R-Az., Russell Feingold, D, 
WIS. and Fred Thomason, R-Tenn., have joined to introduce a comprehen-
sive campaign finance reform bill. . . ' 
. The joint effort could signify the end of partisan deadlocks that have 
plagued previous reform efforts, congressional analysts say. 
~e McCain-!eingold campaign finance reform bill is S. 1219, ~d it 

was mtroduced m the Senate m September. .... '-
This legislation "represents a cntically important breakthrough in the . 

fight to clean up the corrupt Campaign finance system in Washington," said 
Ann McBride, president of Common Cause, an organization which has 
been in the forefront of the battle for such reform. 

She called the McCain-Feingold bill "fair, tough, creative and compre­
hensive" and one that "promises real hope for reform in this Congress." 

Introduction of S. 1219 follows on the heels of three major bipartisan 
reform victories in the Senate this year, it is noted. In May, the Senate 
voted to preserve the presidential campaign finance system. In July, the 
Senate voted to enact a comprehensive lobbyist gift ban for Senators, effec­
tive January I, 1996. And in July, the Senate passed a resolution that com­
mits it to act on campaign finance reform by the end of this Congress. 

A companion measure to the McCain-Feingold legislation is expected to 
be introduced in the House by Reps. Chris Shays, R-Ct., and Martin 
Meehan, D-Ma. - .. . 

In recent years, partisan deadlock and filibusters in the Senate have 
blocked enactment of comprehensive legislation, even though there is evi­
dence of growing public support for reform, according to Common Cause. 

The three Senate reform victories this summer, however, each were won 
through strong bipartisan support. 

A bipartisan effort obviously provides strength to help P!IBh campaign 
finance reform. And possibly even more important, McBride said, it 
changes the dynamic on Capitol Hill and reform opponents no longer can 
resort to finger-pointing and accusations that campaign finance reform is 
strictly a partisan effort. 

The bipartisan bill establishes voluntary spending limits for Senate 
candidates based on a state's voting age population. The limits range from 
$950,000 in smaller states, like Wyoming, to $5.5 million in the largest 
states, like California. 

While $5.5 million still may seem high, in 1994 spending in a California 
Senate race topped $44.5 million, and VlI'ginia's Robb-North campaign 
totaled $26.4 million. Spending in eight Senate races in 1994 reached more 
than $10 million. Candidates abiding by voluntary spending limits would 
be eligible to receive a specified amount of free television time and other 
benefits. 

This proposal represents needed movement in the right direction on the 
recognized problem of campaign financing and the obligations that are cer-
tain to be felt from large contributions. . 

It still leaves a lot of room for the influence peddlers to stay in business, 
and is a long way from.our long-standinir proposal of a strict campaign con-
tribution limit of $1 per person per canilldste. . 

Any significant progress on restoring some degree of restraint in politi­
cal campaign financing ahould be applauded. But is should not put the 
puhlic demand for even more reform to rest. 
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Senate sets pac,e 
Although the House of Representatives 

is perceived as Capitol Hill's catalyst for 
change, the Senate has taken the lead in 
campaign finance reform. 

Republican senators, John McCain of 
Arizona and Fred Thompson of. 
Tennessee, have joined with Rep. Russell 
Feingold, a Wisconsin Democrat, to 
devise a campaign finance overhaul that 
:will determine whether the GOP takeover 
of Congress brings genuine change or 
more business as usual. 

The McCain-Feingold plan attempts to 
rein in a trend in campaign spending 
which is making it prohibitively expen­
sive for all but the independently wealthy 
to run for office. California's last Senate 
race, for instance, was fueled by $44 mil-
lion. . 

The proposed reform won't force candi­
dates to abide by its rules, but it makes 
an offer too good for most candidates to 
refuse. Candidates who follow the plan's 
spending limits, to be determined by a. 
state's voting-age population, will receive 
free and discounted TV time. 

The plan reduces the advantage of con­
gressional incumbents by curbing the 

franking privilege during election years, 
and limits the amount candidates can 
spend on their own campaigns. Perhaps 
the most appealing aspect of the reform 
is that .candidates must raise 60 percent 
of their funds in their home districts. 
That will help close the door on inside-

c' the-beltway influence peddling by special 
interests. 

Common Cause President Ann 
MclSl'1de welcomed the proposed the legis­
lation as "the first bipartisan break.­
through on campaign finance reform in 
more than a decade." The proposal should 
also placate Ross Perot, whose new third 
party platform addresses influence-ped­
dling in six of its nine planks. 

The American public, 87 percent of 
whom favor limiting the amount of 
money candidates can spend, will be the 
greatest welcoming committee for the 
McCain-Feingold reform. 

House Republicans have criticized the 
Senate's deliberate approach to reforming 
Washington. 
. But on the issue of campaign financing, 
the Senate ·is perched on the cutting edge 
of reform. 

_-1 
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I Right Bill To Clean Up Campaigns 
Last July the Senate passed a resolution commit­

ting itself to act on campaign-finance reform before 
the end of this Congress. or the fall of 1996. Last 
month. Sens. John McCain, Republican of Arizona, 
Russell Feingold, Democrat of Wisconsin, and Fred 
Thompson, Republican of Tennessee, filed the mod­
el of reform both the Senate and House should pass. 

Their aim is a Senate vote by January and House 
action soon after. Democrats, who have been rliluc~ 

.tant in the past to tackle campaign-fmance reform; 
are increasingly recognizing its crucial importance, 
and Senate Republicans are beginning to understand 
that they ignore the issue at their peril. 

Never has campaign-finance reform been more 
necessary. In 1976, spending by Senate winners 
averaged $600.000; in 1994 the figure was $4.5 
million. with some races costing almost 10 times as 
much. Political action committee contributions con­
tinue to rise, and sCH:alled soft money - contribut­
ed to state political parties for getooQut-the-vote 
drives but frequently channeled to individual candi­
dates - has reached multimillion-dollar figures. 

The McCain bill addresses all these concerns. It 
would set voluntary spending limits for Senate can-

didates based on a state's voting age population, 
varying from just under $1 million for small states to 
more than $5 million for large states. Those who 
agree to abide by these limits would receive 30 
minutes of free TV time and could buy more time at 
half the lowest rate 30 days before the primary and 
60 days before the general election. . 

As well. those who abide by the spending limits 
would get a third-class bulk rate for twornailings t6 
all state voters. PACs would be banned. or, if that 
prohibition is found unconstitutional. the total a 
candidate could take in PAC money would be limited 
to 20 per cent of the voluntary spending limit. PAC 
gifts would be also limited to $1,000 per election. 
down from today's $5,000. Soft-money contribu­
tions would be banned outright. 

A measure similar to the McCain bill is expected 
to be introduced in the House soon. Last July, House 
Speaker Newt Gingrich and President Bill Clinton 
joined in pledging to appoint a commission to write a 
campaign-finance reform bill, but the speaker re­
neged. But if the Senate acts on the McCain-Fein­
gold bill, perhaps the speaker will seen the need to . 
act. He certainly should. . . . j 
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Time 10 clean house 
" 

important to Democrats. Do we Americans dare get our 
hopes up that Congress will pass 
meaningful campaign finance reform 
by the first of the year? 

TO REGAIN 
The lawmakers vowed to pressure 

their party leaders for quick action. If 
the measure hasn't made substantial 
progress in 30 days, the legislators 
say they'will launch a national cam­
paign to force the bill out of commit­
tee and directly onto the floor of the 
House and Senate for a vote. 

For decades Congress has refused 
to clean up its act. As a result, the 
American public has lost faith in its 
elected leaders and a representative 
democracy. 

Most Americans believe Congress 
is bought and paid for by special in­
terests and that the voice of the com­
mon man is drowned out as a result 
of large campaign contributions from 
political action committees. 

PUBUC 
CONFIDENCE, 
CONGRESS MUST 
PASS 
MEANINGFUL 
CAMPAIGN 
FINANCE REFORM 
LEGISLA. TION. 

Good for them. 
As written, the legislation under 

conilideration elimfuates PAC contri­
butions, caps individual donations, 
requires candidates to raise 60 per-" 

Members of the public bristle at the abuse of 
congressional franking privileges, and fume over 
the trips, gifts and special perks that members of 
Congress enjoy. Every time a national television 
show takes its hidden cameras to a luxurious re­
sort to film lobbyists wining and dining members 
of Congress and their staff, the public's respect 
for government slips another notch. 

Ignoring the public's growing anger, Speaker 
Newt Gingrich insists that campaign finance re­
form is not of interest to most Americans. 

He's wrong! 
Until Congress puts its house in order, Ameri­

cans will view every piece of legislation with sus­
picion and disdain. It's a matter of credibility, and 
today Congress has none. 

To restore confidence in government, Con­
gress must change the way members are elected 
and also get rid of lobbying abuses. . 

Rep. Linda Smith, who represents Olympia 
and southwest Washington in Congress, has 
gained national recognition for her efforts to 
force a vote on campaign finance reform. A3 a 
personal commitment, Smith has announced that 
she will not accept campaign contributions from 
political action committees. 

Smith's efforts have drawn the attention of 
other reform-minded members of Congress. A bi­
partisan group of senators and representatives 
joined last week with the presidents of Common 
Cause and the League of Women Voters to unveil 
a sweeping reform bill that incorporates many of 
Smith's ideas, but also includes campaign reforms 

cent of their contributions from 
within their state and eIiminates so-called "soft 
money" contributions from political parties. 

The Clean Congress Act of 1995 ends the prac­
tice of laundering money through third parties. 
requires campaign ads to clearly state who paid 
for them and allows the Federal Elections Com­
mission to conduct random audits after an elec­
tion. 

The bill calls for voluntary spending limits of 
$600,000, and asks candidates not to spend more 
than $60,000 of their own money to get elected. 
Those limits increase if the candidate's opponent 
refuses to adhere to the voluntary limits. 

Candidates who comply with the voluntary 
limits would be allowed to pay lower rates for 
television and radio advertisements. They also 
would be allowed to mail up to three pieces of 
mail to each voting-age resident in the district at 
the third-class nonprofit bulk rate. 

There are many things to like about the cam­
paign finance reform package, including its bi­
partisan sup~ort inside the legislative chambers 
and the backing of good-government organiza­
tions such as Common cause and the League of 
Women Voters ... _.- . 

The trick, of course, is to push the measure 
through committee and both congressional 
chamliers. That has proved to be an insurmount­
able task in previous reform attempts. 

But the spunk and determination of Smith and 
her colleagues may be sufficient to push this bill 
to the president's desk for his Signature. 

Dare we hope? 
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Finance.reform bills 
get another boost 

Americans may finally see long overdue action from 
Congress this· session on campaign .finance reform. . 

Connecticut Sen. Christopher 1. Dodd, who also serves 
as general chairman of the Democratic Pany, said . 
Wednesday that Democrats in Congress would support 
nearly identical bipartisan campaijpl refonn proposals in­
troduced in the House and Senale m recent weeks. 

A bipartisan spirit and vote will be the only way to get 
campaign fmance reform through Congress, so Dodd's 
move is significant. Certainly, it will nudge those recalci­
trant Democrats and RepublIcans who oppose reform 
away from their entrenched positions. . 

For more than decade, Americans have watched as 
both parties in Congress - almost as ifby unwritten con­
sent - have seemingly taken turns supporting or oppos­
ing campaign finance reform but never in unison. So, 
there has been no significant campaign finance reform. 

At the same time, however, an overwhelming majority 
of Americans have sup{l0rted cleaning up the campaign 
finance system and limiting the influence of special inter­
est money in the corridors of Capitol Hill. A recent USA 
Today/CNN poll. for example, found that 83 percent of 
Americans favor such reforms. 

Ifan overhaul of the system is nolaccompIished in 
this reform-minded Congress there will be consequences 
in the 1996 elections. 

The House and Senate bills hold promise for parsage 
because they do not advocate public financing of c..;m­
paigns. Rather, both· will accomplish the following: 

• . Establish spending limits on House and Senate 
campaigns. 

• Restrict special-interest influence money by limit­
ing political action committee contributions and individ­
ual contributions. 

• Ban personal use of campaign funds. 
• Ban soft money and bundling. 
The prohibition of so-called soft money is especially 

important because national political parties for years have 
been gathering large sums Of money and then rechannel­
ing the funds to state parties to use on federal campaigns. 

The practice is legal, bl:t it's ethically reprehensible 
because It is a way to evade federal laws that regulate the 
size and sources of political contributions. 

Common Cause, Ralph Nader's Public Citizen, the 
League ofWomen Voters and Ross Perot have already 
endorsed the finance reform bills. However, it will take an 
outpouring of grassroots support to assure this Congress 

. acts and doesn't box these bills into a comer. 
. Contact your member of Congress and the state's two 

senators to tell them how important it is that they support 
this legislation. .;..;-
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Money Talks 

And 
Reform Walks 

THE McCAIN-Feingold 
· campaign refonn bill had a 

brush with glory last week. 
For a few heady hours it was in the 
State of the Union speech by name. 
But just before show time, the name 
.hit the cutting-room floor. Some 
issue groups. like Emi1y's List, having 

· difficulty with this provision or that, 
· protested to the White House, and 
· the president, whose theme was 

conciliation, obliged them by not 
mentioning a specific bill, although he 
endorsed the contents of 
McCain-Feingold. 

There has never been a shortage 
of politicians who hate campaign 
refonn. "IT they had a secret ballot,· 
this would be overwhelmingly 
defeated," says Sen. Russ Feingold, a 
liberal Democrat from Wisconsin. He 
and conservative John McCain of 

. Arizona are the bill's chief sponsors 
in the Senate. 

On the other hand, politicians hate 
to admit they are against civic virtue. 
A few notable exceptions don't mind 
though. Sen. Mitch McConnell 
(R-Ky.) is ever on patrol against 
measures tht would reduce the 
power of mvney in the political 
process. House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich, pressed bard to redeem a 
New Hampshire promise to the 
president to do something about 

See McGRORY, C5, CoL 4 

Mary McGrory is a Washington Post 
columnist 

, 
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Money Talks and Reform Walks 
McGRORY,Frum Cl 

campaign spending, said at an 
open hearing that the problem is 
that there is too little money in 
politics, not too much. 

Senate MajOnty Leader Bob 
Dole has not tipped his hand yet 
on McCain-Feingold, but he has 
always been able to concea1 any 
enthusiasm he might have for 
campaign finance reform. Last 
summer, when Feingold (who ran 
a grass-roots, shoestring 
campaign against two millionaires 
to win his seat) rose to request 
that the Senate put campaign 
reform on its ageoda, Dole 
hurried from his office to put a 
stop to the insurgeocy. But he 
lost: 13 Republicans voted with 
Feingold, and the Senate was 
officially on record as 
acknowledging that U.s. political 
activity is drowning in money and 
becoming a millionaire's game: 

Certain glaring eDDIples of 
what money can buy in politics 
have helped focus minds on the 
squalor of it all, such as Michael 
. Huffington's self-financed $27 
million bid for a California Senate 
seat. Less affluent senators facing 
~ection spend their lunch 
hours in offices specially rented so 
they can telephone strangers and 
beg for campaign funds. They 
have to leave their Senate 
quarters for the operation 
because it is against the law to 
raise money on federal property. 

Magazine tycoon Steve Forbes, 
an off-the-wa1I presidential 

candidate, has spent over $10 would be forbidden. 
million of his own money in an Another reason for hope 
effort to purchase a good showing comes from the fact that it is the 
in the New Hampshire primary. first bill that is both bipartisan 
And Enid Wa1dholtz spent about and bicameral. And the sponsors : 
$2 million of her own-Dr maybe are highly motivated. John 
it was her father's or her McCain, a decorated Vietnam 
mother-io-Iaw's-money to . veteran, whose involvement 
acquire a House seat in Utah. with the Keating Five enraged 
Both she and Forbes put their him more than spending five and 
money in television ads that their a half years in a Hanoi prison, is 
riva1s could not match or answer. determined to clean up . 

T 
he obvi~3nswer, public. campaign politics. Feingold took. 
financing of campaigns, is on the political establishment, 
anathema to Republicans. scraped together funds from 

Year after year, modest attempts small donors and laughed and 
to see that candidates get to talk needled his way to the Senate, 
as much as money have gone spending only $2 million, a 
down to defeat. The pittance in these precincts. 
Republicans call public financing The House has fielded a 
"welfare for politicians.' One bipartisan team of sponsors, and 
reason that unusual hope they all turned out for a recent 
attends the McCain-Feingold bill rally in Concord, Mass., in the 
is that its sponsors omitted all district of Rep. Martin Meehan, 
mention of the unmentionable in the progressive Democrat who 
their bill. was the host sponsor. Rep. 

Participation in their program Christopher Shays, a Republican 
is entirely voluntary. If moderate from Connecticut, and, 
candidates don't want to accept most intriguingly, Rep. Unda 
the spending limits that the bill Smith, a hard-right conservative 
would impose (according to the and darling of Christian activists 
size of their states), they don't in Washington, were joined by 
have to. But compliance would Paul Tsongas of the Concord 
offer certain benefits. The Coalition and Ross Perot to root 
candidate would get 30 minutes for refonn. Ann McBride, 
of free television time and for president of Common Cause. who 
the rest pay reduced rates. believes that McCain-Feingold 
People from small states groan has the best chance of any 
at a provision that requires campaign bill in the last decade. 
participants to collect 60 told the 1.000 persons assembled 
percent of their money in their' ... that cantP3ign refonn's tiineh3i; 
home states; PAC contributions come. 



December 7, 1995 

Dear Representative: 

The new Congress was elected with a mandate to change the way Washington 
operates. The passage of gift and lobbying reform are important steps in carrying out 
that mandate. But the American people understand that ending business as usual in 
the nation's capital will not occur until Congress adopts real and effective campaign 
finance reform. 

We are writing to urge you to cosponsor and work for passage of H.R. 2566, 
the Bipartisan Clean Congress Act of 1995, introduced by Representatives Linda 
Smith (R-WA), Christopher Shays (R-CT), Marty Meehan (D-MA) and Ben Cardin 
(D-MD). 

This legislation represents the first bipartisan comprehensive campaign finance 
reform effort in the House in more than a decade and is a major breakthrough in the 
fight to clean up the discredited and unfair campaign finance system in Congress. 

H.R. 2566 establishes a system for voluntary campaign spending limits, 
providing discounted broadcast and mailing rates for candidates who agree to limit 
their spending. In addition, H.R. 2566 places tough new restrictions on political 
action committees (P ACs), large individual contributions and contributions from 
lobbyists. Further, the legislation will shut down the soft money system, and close 
other loopholes. . 

H.R. 2566 is real reform. Its enactment would change the way business is 
dnne In W!I('Ih,ngtf'ln ~"d \y,,.U11r1 1-.0.1 .... t" re~ .. n ... .Q, +h4 pe~~lao'''' c~;+t. ;n ....... a;,. rr-.rQ_~.Q,n· _... .... ~........ ........ ...... '. 'I,J;... ... _ ............. ,t' v 0.,)1.,-,..1. _ ... , '"" vp ""' " lw,",.1 J. "1',,",.&..1. 6v" '-' ....... i ..... '''"' "I.. 

We strongly urge you to cosponsor H.R. 2566. 

Ann McBride 

j:~~l~ 
Joan Claybrook 
Public Citizen 

Sincerely, 

C$, •• -~ ...... -
Ross Perot 
United We Stand America 

AA'~~ 
;;;-;~Jln' 
League of Women Voters 
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Please Join 

for a National Town Meeting 

on Campaign Finance Reform 
with 

Former Senator Paul Tsongas, Concord Coalition 

Ross Perot, United We Stand * 
As always, you are invited to share your concerns about any issue 

Saturday, January 20, 1996 

9:00AM 

Mediplex of Concord 

See what's being reported ... 

Directions to Mediplex of Concord (formerly Century Center) 

57 Old Road To Nine Acre Comer 

Concord, MA 

* 

From Route 128: Take Exit 29 West - Route 2 West; continue on Route 2 through 4 traffic lights. 

At the 5th set of lights (Emerson Hospital will be on your left), take a right and then a sharp right 

into the parking lot for the Mediplex of Concord. 

From Route 495: Take Exit 29 East - Route 2 East; continue on Route 2 through the Concord 

Rotary, then continue on Route 2 through two traffic lights. At the 3rd set of lights (Emerson 

Hospital will be on your right), take a left and then a sharp right into the parking lot for the 

Mediplex of Concord. 
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Meehan files bill to 
outlaw PAC money 

By CHRISTOPHER SCOTT 
Sun Staff 

LOWELL - U.S. Rep. Martin Meehan, D-Lowell, 
ye;terday joined two of his Republican colleagues in 
filing a campaign finance reform bill that would bar 
congressional candidates from receiving contribu­
tions from pqlitical action committees (PACs). 

Meehan and U.S. Rep. Chris Shays of Connecticut 
are co-authors of the campaign finance reform bill. 
Another Republican representative, Linda Smith of 
Washington, signed on as a co-sponsor. 

"Getting an institution like Congress to reform 
itself is very difficult," Meehan acknowledged today 
in a telephone interview from Washington, D.C. "But 
campaign finance reform is key to any reform effort." 

The cornerstone of the bill would ban political 
action committees, or PACs, from contributing to 
congressional campaigns. But if a ban on PAC money 
was declared unconstitutional, the Meehan-Shays 
bill would limit PAC contributions to ll,OOO per elec­
tio~. The ~urrent limit is $5,000. 

"PACs contribute millions and millions to congres­
sional campaigns every election," Meehan said. "But 
if there was no PAC money in congressional cam­
paigns, the result would be a drastic reduction of the 
cost of running for Congress." 

Besides banning PAC money, the Meehan-Shays 
bill would: 

• Reward candidates who agree to a voluntary 
spending limits of $600,000 per election, by giving 
their campaigns reduced postage rates and discounts 
on advertising . 

• Limit large contributions, or those over $250, to 
25 percent of the total amount raised. 

• Limit registered lobbyists to contributing only 
$100 per election. .... . ' ..... ;.' 

• Require that 60 percent of campaign funds 
raised come from the candidate's home state. 

• Place limits on so-called "soft money," funds 
received by national and state parties. 

Meehan said some congressmen have told him 
that the fact that he does not accept PAC money 
makes him vulnerable for defeat if he is challenged 
by a well-financed Republican. Meehan, up for re­
election next year, doesn't care, even though Jim 
Rappaport, the state's Republican Party chairman, is 
reportedly mulling a run against him. Rappaport, of 
Concord, spent $4 million tr0ng to unseat Sen. John 
Kerry in 1990. 

Meehan said House Speaker Newt Gingrich 
opposes campaign finance reform and would try to 
scuttle any attempts at reform. Because of that, 
Meehan and Shays plan to file a discharge petition to 
force the issue onto the House floor for a vote. 

For the discharge petition to be successful, Meehan. 
and Shays need to collect the signatures of 218 other 
congressmen who support the bill. Once the petition 
is filed, a vote on the bill must occur within 30 days. 

"Conflicts between the House and Senate, and the 
tendency of incumbents from both parties to watch 
out for their own re-election prospects have stopped 
repeated efforts to make changes in the way Canl­
paigns are financed," Meehan said. "(Our) legislation 
represents the first truly bi-partisan campaign 
finance reform effort in the House in nearly a decade." 

Meehan spokesman Will Keyser said the Meehan­
Shays bill is similar to legislation introduced recently 
in the Senate by John McCain, Republican of Arizona 
and Russ Feingold, Democrat of Wisconsin. 
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Lawmakers have shied away from tackling the other transgressions detailed 
in Packwood's diaries - the corruption of the legislative process by hundreds 

of thousands of dollars in campaign contributions by lobbyists. 

MARTY MEEHAN 

T
here's a dirty little secret 
burled In the pages of Bob 
Packwood's Infamous dia­
ries that has nothing to do 

with the sexual exploihl of a lecher­
ous legislator. It involves clandestine 
meetings and whispered promises In 
exchange for hefty campa!gn dona­
tions - not with women. who worked 
with the senior senator, but with 
high-powered lobbyists who acquire 
political influence for the sole pur-. 
pose of pushing a personal agenda 
through Congress. 

Irate members of Congress have 
pointed a collective finger, and right­
ly so, at the dozens of times the sen­
ator allegedly trampled on the sex­
ual rights of women - the very group 
that previously heralded him as its 
chief champion of the good fight for 
equality. But these same lawmakers 
have shied away from tackling the 
far more pervasive transgressions 
detailed in Packwood's dialies - the 
colTUption of the legislative process 
by hundreds of thousands of dollars 
in directed campaign contributions 
from lobbyists who often wield more 
political clout than ranking members 
of congressional committees. It is no 
surprise that Congress is eager to 
close the diaries without exploring 
their less-titillating confessions, 
since the institution shares the 
blame for allowing such widespread 
abuse of the public trust to occur. 

The diaries reveal a "public be 
damned" approach to governing, re­
sulting in legislation being passed 
anrl favors granted to benefit the 

Packwood's other sin 
senator's political contributors with 
little consideration given to the in­
terests of the people he was elected 
to represent. The most blatant ex­
ample involves lobbyist Ronald 
Crawford, whose client list includes 
Shell Oil, the American Iron and' 
Steel Institute, the National Cable 
Television Association and General 
Motors, and who just happens to be 
a close friend and key fund-raiser for 
Sen. Packwood. 

According to the diaries, the sen­
ator on several occasions helped 
Crawford's clients even when he dis­
agreed with the policy changes they 
were seeking. In the late 1980s, Fi­
nance Committee chainnan Pack­
wood, normally an oil company foe, 
Included a special provision for Shell 
Oil in the tax revision bill. The sena­
tor's own words condemn him: "The 
advantage [Crawford) hrings to me 
in the Washington PAC [fundrais­
ing) scene is that much of his income 
Is dependent upon his relationship 
with me." 

Packwood's transgressions re­
flect the common attitude of Wash­
ington's legislators to bend the al­
ready weak campaign financing re­
strictions to the breaking point. Eth­
ics Committee staffers charged with 
the responsibility of determining 
whether lawmakers can engage in 
questionahle activities explain that 
they are told "not to tell the senators 
what they can or cannot do, but to 
tell them, how they can do it." One 
clear example in the senator's dia­
ries details a 1992 discussion with 
then RepUblican Senatorial Commit­
tee chainnan, Phil Gramm of Texas, 
about circumventing election laws 

governing Usoft money" to enahle 
the funneling of $100,000 from the 
committee into Packwood's re-eJec­
tion campaign. "What was said In 
that room would be enough to con­
vict us all of something," Packwood 
wrote. 

Unfortunately, Packwood's com­
promising relationships with lobby­
Ists are not unusuBI In Washington. 
Getting elected to Congress requires 
a substantial amount of money, and 
incumbents who curry favor with 
special-interest groups can easily 
raise it. Incumbents have outraised 
challengers more than 2-to-l in ev­
ery· election in the past 10 years. 
During the fIrst six months of 1995, 
Republicans raised a record $20 mil­
lion in soft money - an astounding 2-
to-l advantage over Democrats. The 
impact of these donations can be 
seen in the radical shift toward tax 
policies that favor big corporations 
and wealthy Americans over the tra­
ditional middle-class constituencies. 

The recent trend in contributions 
does not shift the blame from Demo­
crats to Republicans, it merely 
points to the power of the dollar ahd 
once again reinforces the need for 
real reform. Both parties share the 
responsibility for indecision and in­
action. 

This year the opportunity to act 
on campaign finance reform once 

. again exists. President Clinton and 
House Speaker Newt Gingrich 
shook hands in New Hampshire to 
signal their commitment to reach a 
bipartisan compromise. Sens. John 
McCain of Arizona, a Republican, 
and and Russ Feingold of Wisconsin, 
a Democrat, arc wOI'king together in 

the Senate. In the House, I recently 
joined with Republican Christopher 
Shays of Connecticut to introduce a 
bill that would restrict soft-money 
donatioM, eliminate PACs and cre­
ate incentives for candidates to 
adopt voluntary spending limits. 
Clamping down on the special-inter­
est gravy train by enacting legisla· 
tion to cap election spending, curb 
lobbying and limit PAC contribu­
tions is long overdue. 

But if history is any indication, 
major campaign finance reform will 
become easy prey for the very spe­
cial interests it is attempting to con­
trol. The torpedoing of such legisla­
tion isn't even a tough seU for lobby­
Ists because members of Congress, 
whether Democrat or Republican, 
are more likely to perpetuate a sys­
tem that provides them ,vith job se· 
curity. Although Gingrich has acqui· 
esced to Republican refOlmers lind 
agreed to pass lobby and gift ban reo 
form bills this year, he has refused 
to cooperate with either party on 
passing significant campaign finance 
reform before the next elections. 

Lawmakers need to prove that 
they take all the allegations in the 
Packwood dia!ies seriously - not just 
the ones that involve sexual exploita­
tion - by overhauling a political sys­
tem that allows such rampant abuses 
of power to thrive. Otherwise they 
could fmd themselves scorned and 
rejected by an American public that 
is fed up with its own exploitation. 

Ma .. achu.qetIN Democrat Marty 
Meehan rel"""fllt.q 'he 5th Congres. 
sianal District in tlu! H ou.qe of Rcpt~· 
sentatives. 
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,~iJJgri~~ Calls for More, 
Not Less, Campaign Cash 

By John E. Yang 
W.1shilllllon Post Staff Wril~r 

House Speaker Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.). in a 
\\ide-ranging discussion of the nation's political 
system. said yesterday that not enough money 
is being spent on campaigns-a view that runs 
counter to House Republican freshmen push­
ing for changes in campaign finance laws. 

The speaker's remarks came as he called 
for a new I6-member commission to study 
the political system and recommend changes 
to Congress by May 1. 

"We need a very profound overhaul of our 
political system ... ." he told the House 
Oversight Committee in a broad, 30-minute 
statement. ''To focus on election campaign 
reform without taking a political party sys­
temic approach is a profound mistake." 

The proposal. Gingrich's response to his 
June handshake agreement with President 
Clinton in New Hampshire to explore chang­
ing how campaigns are fmanced, was made 
against the backdrop of growing pressure on 
Gingrich from !:louse GOP freshmen. Many 
of them were elected to change business as 
usual-to pass legislation that would change 
campaign finance laws, lobbying regulations 
and rules governing gifts to lawmakers. 

Leaders of the campaign fmance overhaul 
effort blasted the proposal as a delaying tac­
tic. "The old boys and the old establishment 
came up with the best solution they could­
to get on and stall for time." said freshman 
Rep. Linda A. Smith (R-Wash.), who is spon­
soring the House measure with Reps. Chris­
topher Shays (R-Conn.) and Martin T, Mee­
han CD-Mass.). ''That's what we got today." 

''We've seen a wonderful example of busi­
ness as usual." said Becky Cain, p:esident of 
the League of Women Voters, which is 
working with the lawmakers. 

In addition, many views expressed by the 
speaker yesterday run counter to the re­
formers' goals. For instance, the leading bi­
partisan 'campaign finance bills in the House 
and Senate. would ban political action com­
mittees (PACs), and limit campaign spend­
ing. 

Gingrich, while saying PACs are "not an 
appropriate system for the expression of citi-
7.en concerns," said he would not ban them. 
GOPAC, a PAC Gingrich once headed, is 
now the subject of a Federal Election Com­
mission suit and is part of the House ethics 
committee investigation of the speaker. 

And rather than limit campaign spending, 
Gingrich said more should be spent. "One of 
the greatest niyths in modem politics is that 
campaigns are too expensive," he said. "The 
political process, in fact. is not overfunded, 
but underfunded." 

Gingrich asked Clinton to join him to cre­
ate a 16-member commission on "Power. and 
Political Reform in the Information Age." 
Half of its members would be named by Gin­
grich and Senate Majority Leader Robert J. 
Dole (R-Kan.) and the others by Clmton, 
House Minority Leader Richard A. Gephardt 
CD-Mo.) and Senate Minority Leader Thom­
as A. Daschle (D-S.D.). 

The panel would make recommendations 
by May 1. Any proposals backed by at least 
two-thirds of the group's members would go 
to the House and Senate for approval or dis­
approval, without the possibility of amend­
ments, Others would be considered in the 
regular legislative process. 

At the White House, press secretary,Mi­
chael McCurry was noncommittal. "We will 
look at the speaker's proposal carefully,8.ne 
told reporters at his daily briefing, 

To underscore his contention that cam­
paigns are underfunded, Gingrich cited tele­
vision network news budgets. "The three 
networks spend $1.1 billion on news iii QIle 
year," he said, "By comparison, the -.total 
spent in the 1992 presidential carnpaignwas 
$550 million on all sides. 

"A multimillionaire broadcaster on the 
ABC news being given free access to' the 
American people does not represent politica I 
power" under current law, he said. "But on 
the other hand, $1,000 written by the broad­
caster's spouse is political power" as a feder­
ally regulated political contribution. 

"It is simply a nonsensical socialist analYSis 
based on hatred of the free-enterprise Sys­
tem," he said, 

The media's power requires politicians to 
spend more in cainpaigns, he said, citing his 
own experience. "I would guess that over 
half of the money 1 raise is spent offsetting 
the weight of' the AUanta lournal-Constitu­
tion, he said. "It's.perfectiy natural for news­
papers to want campaign spending limits­
that means more power for editorial writers. 
more power for columnists, more power for 
reporters. But it means less ability for 'citl­

. zens outside that newspaper's bias ... to an­
. swer and respond to that publication." 

The speaker closed on a characteristically 
expansive note, urging committee members 
and their staffs to study ancient Greece and 
Rome, pre-Civil War United States and the 
words of Thomas Jefferson: James Madison. 
Abraham Lincoln, Theodore Rooseveil. 
Woodrow Wilson and Henry Cabot Lodge.· 

"Based on that that reading list." saia 
Oversight Committee Chairman Bill Thomas 
(R-Calif.), a former communi tv coUege poiit;­
cal scienc~ professor. "I expect three Unit3 r::' 
college credit." 



CONCORD TOWN MEETING 
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Tsongas, Perot urge limits on funds 
Politicians 
urge new rules 
on campaigns 

3y David Arnold 
GLOBE STAFF 

CONCORD - Money didn't talk 
yesterday, politicians did, as leaders 
such as Ross Perot and fanner Sen. 
Paul Tsongas urged grass-roots sup­
port for a bipartisan campaign fi­
nance refonn law designed to limit 
money's influence on politics. 

"You, the people, own this coun­
try, not special interests," Perot told 
a standing-room-only audience of 
10,000 people gathered in the audit<>­
rium at Mediplex of Concord. 

''The more you know," he added 
rater, "the more difficult it is for 
money to play \\ith your minds with 
those 6O-second TV ads." 

Organized by US Rep. Martin T. 
Meehan. Democrat of Lowell, this 
was the first of a half-dozen so-called 
national town meetings whose aim is 
to build support for a bill that would, 

GLOBf STAFF PHOTO I SUZANNE KREiTER 

Former presIdential candidates Ross Perot (left) and Paul Tsongas appear yesterday before a standlng­
room-ouly crowd of 10,000 gathered for a "national town meeting" at MedIplex of Concord. NJt 

among other things. do away with on both sides." 
political action committees. To illustrate how PACs care 

"Government should be based on more about power than political phi­
·the merits of ideas, not where the losophy, Meehan presented charts -
money's coming from," said Meehan, with a tip of the hat to Perot - show­
a co-sponsor of the House version of ing that 70 percent of PAC contribu­
the bill. US Sen. John F. Kerry co- tions in the last election went to in-
sponsored the Senate version. cumbents. 

In addition to dispensing with Other speakers yesterday includ-
PACs, the legislation includes the ed Nancy Carapezza, president of 
following proposals: the League of Women Voters; Joan 

o Candidates would be required Claybrook. president of Public Citi­
to raise 60 percent of their contribu- zen, and Ann McBride, president of 
tions in their home states. Common Cause. 

o Contributions greater that "We're know people care deeply 
$250 could not compose more than in Washington, but that the system 
25 percent of total contributions. is rigged," McBride said. "We're an-

o IncentiYes would be extended gry because we desperately want a 
to candidates who agree to limit country we can be proud of." 
spending in House campaigns to Gov. William F. Weld pledged 
$600,000, since the US Supreme from a seat in the audience that he 
Court has ruled campaign spending would abide by the proposed law in 
limits are unconstitutional. Limits his race for Kerry's Senate seat - if 
for Senate C"Jrnpaigns would vary by Kerry would do the same. 
state; the limit in Massachusetts No way, KeIT~Y responded later. 
would be about $2.8 million. "The governor's playing to his 

The incentives would include own advantage," the senator said. 
cheaper costs for broadcast time and adding that his own fund-raising had 
postage,' both of which must be legis- already surpassed the proposed $2.8 
lated. million limit. wherea.~ 'Veld \\-as far 

Tsongas and Perot. both fanner from iL 
presidential candidates, said carn- "LaWs , .. ill need to be pass~d for 
paign finance was central to broader the spending limit incentives to be-

, refomls of the political system, come effective," Kerry said. 
"You \\iil never balance the bud- For the most part. the audience 

get until there'~ reform in campaign was either very supportive of the 
financing'," T~ongas said. "The mon- legislation or helie\'ed it did not go 
,"'\' has- t,t'P:ut'd tnn many ohli~ations far enough. For clitics calling- for 

~~------~--~~~~ 

more, Claybrook cautioned that one 
"enemy of good is perfection." She 
and others warned that almost every 
elected official has their own cam­
paign finance reform bill. which, 

standing alone, have little or no 
chance of passage. 

The bills outline yesterday are 
the only ones with bipartisan sup­
port, she said. 
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Perot, Tsongas kick off drive 
for campaign finance reform . ' 

By Glen]ohnsoD 
A$SOC1ATEDFRes:s' . . 

CONCORD - Ross Perot arid Paul 
Tsongas have kicked off a national 
drive to change the way the country 
pays for Its ejections, saying a ' 
grassroots effort is needed because 
the politicians won't do it them-
selves. ' 

Appearing before 1,000 people in a 
town that I!elped launch the Ameri­
can Revolution, Perot said Saturday, 
''The Minutemen showed us that or­
dinary Americans are capable of ex­
traoroinarythlngs_" ' 

'The need for a grassroots move­
ment was immediately apparent 
when two of the participants In the 
town meeting, Gov_, William F. Weld 

Thomas Tierney of Framingham,' 
said a better ,alternative would be 

, "blind trust financing," in which de>­
nations are made anonymously. 
"Tierney said that' would allow 
elected offiCials to treat all constitu­
ents equally. 

, Tierney ran as ari unenralled can: 
didate for state treasurer against in­
cumbent Joe Malone in 199<1. As' a 

. Republican, Tierney ran against and 
lost to state Sen. David Magnani, D­
Framingham, in 1992. He won the 
GOP nomination for state represen­
tAtive over Barbara Gray in 1990 but 
lost to her in the general election af- , 

, ter she got on the ballot as a Deme>-
cratic write-in. 

and U.S. Sen. John Keny, D-Mass., Perot, the Texas billionaire ana 
refused to agree on a spending limit '992 presidential candidate, said 
for their fledgling Senate race. .hat the current financing System 
, The audience appeared divided leads to cahlpalgns that are' tOo long 

about how which reforms to support and too expensive.' , ' . ' 
One man said a, better remedy 

would be to change the Cederal tax The only way elected officials can 
code to a flat tax, ai-guinithat'special survive in that atmosphere is to raise. 
interest groups make campaign'de>- money' coristantly, and accept large" 
nations in exchange for tax breaks. ., donations trom special. interest 

Another member of the. audience, groups, he said. '" , 
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m and tbechanges because parent wben two:ot thepartici~ Perot. tbe Texas billionaire 
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'in the eurrent system. William F. Weld and sen. 'John' said that the current financing 

Appearing before 1,000 people Kerry (D-Mass.), refused to B)-stem leads to campaigns that 
in a tO~'n that helped launch the agree on a spending'limit 1M are too 'Ion~ and too expensive. 
A merican Revolution, Perot their nedgling Senate race. . The only way elt'cted offidals 
said: . ''The Minutemen showed The meeting, the first of a se- . can survive in that atmosphere 

is to raise money cons~tl30' and 
accept large donations from spe­
cial-interest grou ps. he said. 

Tsoogas, who ahIo ran for presi­
dent in 1992, said: ';It's obvious 
that if you pursue your self-inter­
est, PACs are an addiction." 

Both men urged audience mem­
beTs to reassert their role in the 
poIitieal process by pressuriog 
Congress to pass the bills. 
. "You",'e got something more 
precious than (the special inter­
ests I do. You have your vote." 
Perot said. 0 



They came from all walks to talk money 
Nearly 1,000 pack Concord forum 

By MARK ARSENAur~T 
Sun Stafr ---------------.. -

CONCORD - The crowd of about 1,000 that 
sacrificed a sunny Saturday morning trl ilttend U.S. 
Rep. Martin Meehan '8 "town meeting" on Qampaign 
finance reform was all diverso /lli the discu8sion . 
panels Meehan assembled fo\' the event. . . 

'''rhere were Republican zealots here, Democratic 
~ealots Ross Perot's people," Meehan, D-Lowell, 
said arier the event yesterday. "You couldn't char­
acterize the gruup at all, except we had a Jut of 
people who cnre libout campaign finance reform." 

For the discussion panels, Meehan recruited 
Democratic and Republican rncmbors of Congres8, 
and added third-party founder Perot. the Texas 
billionaire and 1992 presidential c&l1didaLe, to show 
wide suppprt for the Bi-Partisan Cletln ConJ::l'ess 
Act, Meehan's pendinG campaign fin,lTlce reform 
bill. 

The crowd at the Mediplex of Concord cheered 
calls Lo limit the illfiuence oflobbyists and political 
nelion committees. But mflny there remained 
skepLical that ConJ::l'ess will pass a bill that makes 
it easier for challengers to unseaL Ilwmbers. . 

Louise Gaskins of Groton said yestl·!r·dIiY'~ confer­
ence: was a good starting point, but thinks campaign 
finance reform may be ,yellrs away. 

"This is going to be a Lough row to hoc," "he Sllid. 
"But I have hope. If they can get the first step 
through and pass these bills, then maybe we can bret 
real reform." 

Gene Roberts of WilY land, u Perot supporter, left 
the conference optimistic that Congress will pass a 
campaign reform bill. 

"'I'h;s was dynamite." Roborts s(,i(1. ''J'm going to 
go home lind write a letter to Sen. (Edward) Ken-

PAC BACKER: Joe Osbaldeston of Ayer, a 
member of the National Life Underwriters 
ASSOCiation, defends the use of political 
action committee money in campaigns. 

neely ane! tell him that he should support 
this." 

Meehan organized the even( with former 
Massacll\l~etts Sen. Paul Tsongas, Hep. Linda 
Smil.h, R,WflSh., and Rep. Chris Shays, R­
Conn., 1.0 push for his bill. Gov. William F. 
Weld showed up, speaking from the audience. 

Sell. John Kerry, D-MIlSS., who also at.t.ended 
thc event, is c;u-sponsoring tho Senate's "er~ioJ) 
of the bill. The bills are designed to limit the 
influence of political action committees find 
&riV{! challengers a chance against incumbents, 
Meehan said. 

Please see CROWD!6 

CROWD/From Page 1 

Yesterday'S conference was both a pep rally 
for· the reform bills and 8 chance for voters tu 
question Perot and member,.; of Congress who 
support the bills. 

flnt tall:, arguing that special interest &'TOUpS 

make campilign donations in exchange for tax 
brt:aks. 

The conference drew a varied cross-section of 
voters interested in election reform. 

Some wore charcoal-gray suits, wIth solid tics 
and shiny leather loafers; .others sported cowboy 
boots and checkered flannel !lhirts tucked into 
jeans. A few early birds passed the time before 
the event with The New York Times business 
page, while others .sat to!:,!lthcr and bemoaned 
the Celti(;,,' 108s Friday night. 

Once audience membt!rB starttld asking- ques­
tions, their political diITerencC!s became obvious 
as well. But nearly everyone (lgr~ed: They want 
to change the way political campaigns are run. 

On·e man said a betler remedy than Maehan's 
bill would be to change the federal lax rode to a 

;'You're treating the symptoms, not the dis­
ease," he· said. ';What you propose here would 
ultimately be corrupted the way PACs have 
been corrupted." 

Another mambel' of the Rudience, Thoma, 
Tiel'J1ey of Framingham, said a better alterna­
tive would be "blind trust financing," in which 
donations are made anonymously. Tierney said 
that would allow elected officials to treat all 
constituents equally. 

Bilt sOlne voters weren't impressed with whllt. 
happened at the event. 

·"Campaign reform is a trood idel1, but onr.! 
thin/: that bothers me is there'~ just t.OO IIltlny 

politicans yakking, lind not enough listening to 
peuple trying to speak," said Walter Nicholson of 
Burlingion. 

Lowell Sun 
1/21/96 



SUNDAY, JANUARY 21, 1996 

Summary of H.R. 2566, the campaign·finance reform bill sponsored 
I by U.S. Rep. Martin Meehan: 
• Eliminates political action committee (PAC) contributions in 

federal elections. The bill says that if a ban Is ruled 
unconstitutional after passage. PACs would be limited to $1.000 
per candidate per election. the same as individuals. PACs now 
may donate $5.000. No candidate could receive mor~ than 25 
percent of total spent on a campaign from PACs. 

• Sets VOluntary spending limits of $600.000 in House races. 
Establishes discounts on TV and radio advertising and postage 
for candidates who agree to the limit. Those candidates must 
alSO agree to limit their personal donations to their own 
campaigns. large contributions. and donations from contributors 
outside their districts. Limits would be eased if a C'andldate' s 
opponent Is not Observing the limits. 

• Requires candidates to raise 60 percent of contributions from 
within tllelr home state. 

• Caps individual contributions exceeding $250 to an aggregate 
limit of no more than 25 percent of the amount spent on a 
campaign. 

• Registered lobbyists could give no donation exceeding $100. 
• Sans taxpayer·flnanced mass mailings from Congress members 

in election years. 
• Eliminates "soft money" (special-interest donations funneled 

through political PHrtles. which are uncapped) in federal election!:; 
and ends the practice of "bundling." by which many employees 
in the same corporation donate to the same candidate. skirting 
existing campaign finance law. 

• Tightens reporting requirements on spending for or a5!~inst 
candidates by single-Issue and special·interest groups. 
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Kerry, Weld rally for 
reform, then retreat 
Meehan, Tsongas 
and Perot attack 
campaign spending 
By CRAIG SANDLER 
Sun Staff 

CONCORD - Sen. John 
Kcrry and Gov. William Weld 
endorsed strong new rule!! for 
political finance - but then de· 
clined to abide by them - at a 
"national town meeting" on 
campaign finance reform held 
here yesterday. 

They joined a crowd of~lmo~l 
1,000 that cheered Ros$ Perot, 
Paul Tsongas and a bill wriUen 
by Lowell's congressman, U.S. 
Rep. MarLin Meehan. The bill is 
dllsigned to put limits on spend· 
ing in federal eloctions and on 
the role of special interests. 

But even as the crowd at the 
Mediplex of Concord called for 
politicians to change their 
ways, Weld and Kerry said their 
opposing Senate campl:ligns 
can't afford to make the neoded 
changes voluntarily. 

Republican Weld ro~o from 
his 8eat in the audiencl;' to er.· 
dorse Meehan's reform bill 

A CHALLENGE: Gov. William Weld, at a campaign finance 
reform rally in Concord. pledged to limit his Senate 
carnpai~' spending if Sen. John Kerry would. SUN/JULIA "IAlAI<IE 

- the Tiipartisan Clean COll­
gress Act.. "htm Weld pledged to 
observe its key pl'Ovisions 
whethl,r or not thr: h:gislation 
passes lhi6 year. if Democl'Ilt 
Kerry would do the same. 

Kerry. who spok.e Dt the 
event Il!SCI about t.he ne~d to 
pl1.~S Mt!ehan's bill, snit! he 
wOllle! not. acC(~pt t.he go"",J'llOI"s 
challenge to observe its limit.~ .. 

'fht~t left. the combatant.s in 

Mas~l:Ichusetts' hir;hest visibili­
ty politi(:aI race embracing {!Vila 
Lhey decried at yeslerday's fo· : 
rum: million-dollar election 
cmnpaigns and the politieal ac­
t.ion committee money that pays 
for them. 

Wt!ld will accept. PAC money 
this ejection year. Kerry won·t. 

But Kerry told reporters af· 

Please see REFORM/4 



• Incentive~ would be extended 
to clI/ldjdute.~ who aj{"~c to limit 
~pl\nding in House carnpaignM to 
$600,000, ~inc(, the US Supreme 
Court hlU! ruled campaign spendblg 
)ilnll~ are unrrmstitll(.ional. LlmitF. 
for SIma\,(· campllib'llS w(lulrl vary hy 
~tate: the limit in MH~~achusett~ 
w.,ulcl bl! about $2.8 lIlillif!fl. I 

The iI1C"nLi"l!~ II '~llltl includ" 
cheaper C(l~t. rrlT bl'!)/;I;I·/I~t. time ;Illd i 
poslJlge, both, ,f whicl: mu;;! I'l! legis· i 
l~t.t:d. '. 

r lIonlrai: awl Perot. I HAl fOllllel' 

pJ'e$idential candidate·:, :''1: I cam· 
p~ign Hnl1nel' \\'I1S elmtra' h. broader 
reform., of "he POlitiCall"·'''lclll, . 

"You will Ill'l'er halancc' lbl' burl· 
get until tht'l'r',; rdflm: in campaign 
tinandng," TSI.nlliU< ~Ri'l. "The rnon· 
c'! has created t.oo /IIar,y obligations 

Otherapeaken yesW'dav includ­
ed Nancy Carapezza, ~t of 
the League u( WomeD Voters; JOIII1 
Chlybrook, president III P\lblic Cit,i., 

,rA!'D, and Ann M~ride, pmDdent of 
Cumnon Cause. " ' 
, "We"r:e know people care deeply 
~~~n, but that \he syst8n 
18~, McBride said. "We're an· 
gry bec.use _1! de&pen.t.el:.' W1Illl 8 

COUDtry we ran be proud ot" 
Gov. William F. Weld pledged 

from a Rat. ill the aodieDoe that he 
woo1d ~ by the proposed law in 
his race Cor Kerry'a Senate seat - if 
Kwry wuuld do the same:' ' 

Noway, Ke:rr:Y1: i.t«. ,:4 
'"I'he gvYeI"IIOI"s "Co hill: 

own advantage," the ,senator said, 
,adding that his own fund-raising had 
already .~ ~ pI'OJlClEed $2.8 
million limit, whereas Weld 1nI8 far'· 
from it. 

. , "Lam! will need to be pas&ed CDr' 
the apeDdi.og limit .i.oc:&ititee to be-
ecime etrectiv It rr ~ ...La: - ' , ~ ~'I~- , 

. For the meet pert, the .iadieoce, 
WliIB. eithtr vfI:ri awpportivivo1, the 
tegiehmm_ ~ believedil. did oot gu . 
fareDough. Forttitira:ediDg for 
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Weld to join Meehan, Perot at 'town meeting' 
Concord event scheduled for tomorrow 
By CRAIG SANDLER 
Sun Staff 

Gov. William Weld has decId­
ed to attend the "national town 
meeting" on campalgn·nnance 
reform scheduled for tomorrow 
in Concord. . 

The event brings together 
politicians who ostensibly have 
the same goal -cleaning up the 
nation's system of funding polit­
ical campaigns - but different 
ugendas: 

• For Weld and Sen: John 
Kerry, who are lighting for the 
Senate seat Kerry has held 
since 1984, the event is an op­
portunity to contrast their ap­
proaches to campaign reform. 
The exercise has the potential to 
become prickly. 
. Kerry spokesman Jennifer 
Watson yesterday noted that 
Weld has decided to accept polit­
ical action committee money 
during the Senate race, citing 

I. ' .. ' I 

Kerry's access to his wife's near; 
ly $600 million fortune. "In 
1993 Bill Weld was quoted say­

. ing PACs just try to corrupt and 
undermine the system. We cer· 
talnly will be looking forward to 
seeing what he has ~o say about 
it;" Wateon suid. . 

Weld spokesman Pamela 
Jonah said the governor is like­
ly to make a brief statement 
during opening remarks, then 
join the audience. 

• For ROBS Perot, who still 
has not ruled out a run for 
president as tho nominee of the 
Reform Party - the third party 
he established - tomorrow will 
be a chance to advance both his 
party and himself. 

Perot was due to arrive in 
Concord tonight and will be 
among those delivering opening 
remarks when the forum begins 
at 9 a.m. Former Sen. Paul 
'l'songns will alAo speak, a8 he 
pushes one of the key planks of 

the Concorcl COlllitlon, the reo 
liJrnl group he and former Sell. 
Warren Rudman founded after 
t.hey left the Senate: . 

• U.S. Rep. Martin Meehan' 
will burnish his Image asa . 
reformer in hopes of 8tavlng olT .. 
challenges for his seat in the 
House. Meehan haa been trying 
to pass campaign finance reo 
form since 1992, and has now 
heen rebufl'ed by both 1\ Dento­
Cl'fItic speaker of the House and 
n Republican One. Meehan will 
be joined by Republican Reps. 
Linda Smith, R-Wash., and 
Chris Shays, R-Conn., who 
helped write the bill he will tout 
tomorrow, which seeks to elimi­
nato PAC funding of calnpaigns 
and set new limits on spending. 

• Good·government groups 
Public Citizen, Common Cause 
and the League of Women Vot; 
ers all will be trying to build 
grass· roots support for new law~ . 
to limit the influence of corpo­
rate und special·interest money 
in Wn~hington. 
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l)erottoappear at"Clean c()ngress" 'sessiorl' 
. . .' .. ' . ;", .. :' ," '".,' 

By Jeremy Wallace'· 
StalllS News Service 

Conn .. and Linda A .Smith. R-Wash., 
.wo.uld ei!minate campaign tontri, 

.wASHINGTON _ . Hoping to at- butions .. from political actiqricom: 
tract national attention' to his push mlttees and set voluntary spending 
for campaIgn r~ance reform, Rep. limits on the amount of money 
Martin T. Meehan. D-Lowell, has as- House candidates can spend on an 
. sembled an unlikely cast for a town election. .: .. ' . 
. meeting in Concord this weekend. . ; In exchange' f~r 'agreeing ~ot 'to 

H. RossPerot, formersenatorPaul" spend' more than $60o,ooo,candi­
Tsongas and two respected Republi- dates would in turn receive dis, 
cans in the House of Representatives counts for adverti3!ng on television 
have conflrmed they will appear at . and radio.' . ". . :'. '.': ... ' 
the.9 am. town meeting at the Con- . The Concord rally w1ll kick olftwo 
cord Mediplex.· . . months of similar public forums In 
: They have joined citizen groups other parts of the country to gain 

such as Common Cause Public Citl; support for the Meehan proposal. 
zen and the League ofwbmen Voters 
in publicly supportIng Meehan's 
proposed Clean Congress Act, intra· 
duced in October. ... .. ' . 

"Real calnpalgn finance reform 
will not happen unless leaders out· 
side Washington help apply pres: 
sure on members of Congress," 
Meehan said. . '.' . . 
. Meehan's bill, . cO-sponsored by 
Reps .. Christopher H. ShaYs,R-
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'T.emporary truc~'" 
. may.cracl< at 
: reform . meeting 
By John Gill 
Eagle-Tribune Writer 

As u.s. Stm. John F. Kerry, D-Mass., and Republicrul 
challenger Gov. William F. Weld collect millions of dol; 

. lars for their hiGh-profile clIlIIl'aign, . . 
both have tried to score points over 
.how the other is raisinG· politiC<l1 
: money. '. ." . 

The iwo candidales' crullpaigns. 
promiso .. to tOile down the skil'­
rnishing tOlllOl1'OW m0111il11: when' 
1 hey appear at Sdl District ~onGress­
man' Martin T. Meehan's "national 
town' meeting" in Concord on cam- Martin T, !: 
paib'1,'finance reromJ. . ',: J'~ 

The bipartisan evenl will fealure Meehan" ~ 
speeches by a pair of 1992 presidential cluldidatos'wl\tl 

., . . . . . .' Please see RACE, page:i~ 
.. '. 

Continued from Page 11 
!Hi\'e been 

pushi."1g to cu.--b the intluence of 
"special inte/'Q"t" money in national 
iJo!itcs: Texas billionaire H. Ross 
Pe.-ol and former U.S. Sen. Paul E. 
Tsongas, D-LoweU. 

Cor.grossman flIeehan, D-Lowel!, 
is using the event ! 0 kick off a 
:1ational grassroots campaign to 
force Congress to pass his Biparti­
san C:ean Cocgress Act. 

The bill attempts to regulate elec­
tions by lirni:ing spending, eliminat-

. ing political aClion committee (PI\C) 
money and making it cheaper for 
candidates who abide by these rules 
to air 1V ads - generally a Cam· 
paign's biggest expense. 

Congressman Meehan said he' 
wants to avoid turning the event into 
a sideshow for the Massachusetts 
Senate race. But that may be hard to 

av:Jid. 
Sen. KeI'll', a co~:>onso~ of a simi­

lar measure in the Senate, \\"11 take 
part in a panel discussio:l "Strate­
gies for Change il'l Congress" with 
congressional Republicans Christo­
pner Shays of Conne.."licut and Lin­
da Smith of Washington, who have' 
joined Congressman Meehan on tl>.is 
bill. 

Gov. Weld, who signed the 1994 
Massachusetts carripaign finance' 
refonn law imposing stricter limits 
and greater disclosure on co1:lT1bu­
lions, \\;11 not have an official role in 
the event. 

But Congressman Meehan invited 
him, and \'I,'iJ.l introduce the Republi­
can 10 ask the first question for Sen. 
Keny's panel discussion. 

Will this tum into a campaign 
confrontation? Both sides say no. 

But aside from Gov. Weld's 
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embrace of House Speaker Kewt 
Gingrich and Sen. Keny's s\'ersion 
to mandatory minimum prison 5en­
tences, the two rivals have spent the 
past two months sroping mainly 
about campaign money. Highlights 
include: 

PIdde fortune: Sen. Kert)- saying 
he would not to use wife Teresa 
Heil'.z's 5760 million pickle and keto 
chup fortune to help bar.k--oll his re­
election, then back-rracking from a 
finn pledge. 

$5 milion limit: Gov. Weld callir.g a 
55 million spending lilI'it after he 
announced he would run for U.s. 
Senate and Sen. Keny rejecting aTlY 
limit unless the go\'emor agreed to 

. refrain from "negative cam-
paigning." 

Weld's PAC money: Gov. Weld 
abandoning his previous refusal and 
announcing. he would acCept PAC 

cont.-ibutions, except from the 
tobacC() and gun lobby, sar'.ng he 
needs to catch up with Sen. Kerty's 
S3 million ca:npaign war chest. The 
Democrat does not take PAC money. 

Congressman Meehan 5aid be 
chose historic Co~cord 10 begin a 
''modern-day revolution." He blam· 
es special interests that finance both 
parties for the . budget c!eficit, 
increasing health costs and other 
pOll tical problems facing the nation.· 

The public is invited to tomor· 
row's event,. beginning at 9 a.m. at· 
Mediplex of Concord. Sponsors. 
expect SOO or more people to anend.~ 

To get there, take Interstate 495 to 
Route 2 East, follow thro\!gh the­
ConCOi-d Rotary, go left. on the third 
set or lights (Emerson Hospital) and 
take a sharp right into the parking 
lot. 
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Campaign reform's 'Joan of Arc takes center stage 
CONCORD - Maybe 11 

thousand people came here 
Saturday to hear Marty 
Meehan ~Ik about cam· 
pnign finance reform. 
Th~n again. maybe they 

cume to see thu oddpoliLicnl 
~1I·.tQf telllll the I.owell con· 
gTl,gsmnn had put together 
for his "National 1"own 
Meeting" on campaign n· 
nance reform. 

There on the slllge of the 

STEVE 
KLOEHN 

M~diplell auditorium was Ross Perot - self· 
made billionaire, aelf·destroyed presidential 
candidate. Perot did nut di9appuint. He ovoked 
vivid memoriel of 1992. twnnging uut his two 
fnvorite words - "Tbyat's rawng'" - nnd 
comparing the country to 8 car. 

!\ext to Perot sat Paul Tsonga •. who ha. 
re·emerged on the llI,lional consciou.ness by 
jetting around the country end stirring up 
third.party n.mors .. 

There were Gov. Bill Weld and Sen. John 

Kerry, the bickerine Brahmins. willing tu turn 
any gathering of two or lTIore into a campaign 
event. 

There were staunch Democrat., stllunch Re· 
puhliCllns and many - like Meehan - who 
belllllit to a party Rlm"st in spite of them.elves. 

Out the most compelling speaker at the 
meeting - and thE' "pork plu~ in what may yet 
hecome a nat.ion~l movement for ""mpail;T1 
filll1llce reform - was Linda Smith. Ii (irst·term 
C,,"gresswomnn from the vth"r end of the 
tountry. 

Last year Smith, " /{cpuhlican. WO~ the fir~t 
writc·in candidllte eVt!r to win a rongreasHiollni 
rAC" in the slat~ oj Washington. Shu allnount:~t.! 
her cnndidocy two weeks I:>.(ure her prilllory. 
gathered 35,000 siJ;llatures. rh~n trounced ftn 
mCllrnbcnt D~mucrat in thl:! ~l:neral E=Jcction. 

She i, brnsh, uncompromi>ing, populi_l and 
ronservativo - everything N~wt Gingrich 
could have wanl~tl Jar his (I'~ShmAn clu;;. 

She is alao a squIrming thorn in Gingrich', 
side. 

Gingrich mnde Smith a subcommittee chall" 

man in her lirst terrn. In r~tl1rn, Smith 
whipped up Republican opposition tu <evernl 
Gingrich budget proposals, on th .. grounds he 
has wAvered from the Contrad With AmHrica. 

Last JUlia Gingrich traveled to New Hamp· 
shire til look for Jlloose and debate President 
Clinton. The tWI, made headlines by shakine 
hands on It promise to enact cllmpaij;'TI reform. 

Smith, who do~s not accept money from 
political adion committees, htls since made it 
her duty to remind Gingrich of his cllInpaign' 
reform pledge at every chance ehe get.. 

Sho W80 B latecomer to the Clelln Congress 
Act, the centerpiece of Meehau'. crusade. nut 
evan Rep. Christopher Shay., the Connecticut 
RepUblican who hl\5 been pushing erunpaign 
finance refonn as JOI1I: 8R .1nybody in Congress, 
calls Smith "a lirst amone equal .. ' in the 
current campaign 

As compliments gr.. tltat'~ nuthll1J::. PPI'ot 
- not 8 man known [n .. sharin/,! th~ spotlight 
_ used his parting remarks on Saturdny not to 
tout his nedeling political party, or even enm· 
p"il.'ll finance raform. but to praise Linda 

Smith. "Joan of Arc," he eHUed her. 
It was Smith who convinced Perut to endorse 

the Clean Congress Act the dllY it was hltro· 
duced. And though she has mode os many 
en~mies os friends, it is Smith who gives the 
bill some chance for success in the new Republi· 
CIln Congress. 

Shays said Saturday that of all the campaign 
finance reform efforts that have come and gone· 
in recent years, this one alone seems to hllve 
the momentum to force change. I 

Meehl1Illl8Ys thot the Clean Congress Act is, ' 
fRr lllld Ilway, hiB top priority in Congress. He ,: 
do(.sn't put it quite this way, but the bill is . 
Meehan's loat, beet chance to mak~ " name for, 
himself in Weeningtun before his self·imposed : 
term limit in the year 2000. 1 

Anti though Meehan h". always been right . 
on the issue, he may Boon discover that it i8 i 
more important to get on S~b"" with the right' 
people. Linda Smith is one of them. ! 

Steve Kloehn' .. column appears on Monday, 
WfIf/nesdny and Friday in The Sun. 


