
NLWJC - Kagan 

Counsel - Box 035 - Folder 012 

Hmong - Vietnam 



£-

AUG-30-96 FRI 13:36 

ROUT~NG AND TRANSMITTAL SLIP Date: 8/30/96 

TO: Judy Chesser 
Diane Garro 

Action :XXXX: FYI 
Approval Investigate 
As Requested Justify-
Circulate Note and Retu'"-'r"-'n ......... _. _________ _ 
Comment Per Conversation ___ ~. 

__ -~~F~o~7r~C~o~o~r~d~i~n~a~t~i~o~n~~-~~~P~r~e~p~a~re Reply 
__ ~~F~~i~l~e~ ______ ~ __ ~~S~e~e~~M~e ____________________ __ 

For Clearance Signature· 
For Correction 

- -- -REMARKS: 

The attached note addresses the issue of whether Hmong 
tribesman who fought in Vietnam who are now in the United 
States can be considered veterans for SSI eligibility 
purposes under welfare reform. 

Apparently there are a .large number of Hmong in Wisconsin 
(30,000) and California (50,000) who were admitted as 
refugees longer than 5 years ago. Thus, those who are now 
eligible for SSI who have not earned or been credited with 
40 quarters will become ineligible. 

This may be an issue for the Domestic Pulicy Council. 

FROM:~~ 

David Mattson 

Room 
3227 

Bldg 
WHR 

Phone Number 
52615 



'- AUG""30-96 FR i 13: 36 

NOTE FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: Are Individuals of the Hmong Tribe Who Fought for the United States in 
During the Vietnam War Consil.krcd Military Veterans? 

Chicago Regional Office staff asked the subject question to OPBP in connection with 
the provision in P.L. 104-193 that exempts aliens who are veterans with honorable 
discharges frOll the general prohibition on aliens being eligible for SSlbenefits. 
Based on contacts and sources (identified below), it is safe to conclude that members 
of the Hmong tribe-who contracted ~ith the U.S. government during the Vietnam War 
are not as a group considered veterans. However, individual tribe members wbo were 
inducted into the U.S. anned forces may be veterans. 

Civilian personnel who fought for or provided military-related services to the U.S. 
armed forces may be granted veterans status in two ways. First, legislation can be 
enacted that gives tbe specific group or individual status. For example, Filipino 
guerrillas who fought for the United States during World War II are considered 
vetenms under P.L, 85-857. ~eeolld, under P.L. 95-202 and DOD Directive 1020, a 
group may petition the Department of Defense's CivilianfMililary Service Review 

oar or eeo 'rion 0 t Clf service. Based on the Board's review and 
recommendation, and tbe Secretary of the Air Force's approval, such groups may be 
granted veterans status. 

According to various staff of the Department of Defense and the Veterans 
AdminislJ'ation and a seareh of Internet data bases of enacted legislation and the 
U.S. Codo, Hmong guerrillas have not been granted vererans status by specific 
legislation nor haye they sought such status through the DOD review board . .. 
On a related issue, the House-passed immigration bill, H.R. 2202, includes a 
provision-supported by the Administration-that would waive the English language 
portion of the citizenship test and the U.S. residency requirement to speed up the 
naturalization of Hmong guerrillas living in the United States. Senate-passed 
H.R. 2202 docs not include a similar provision, and we do not know at this point 
whether the conference agreement will include it. 

~ 
Tom Parrott 
August 30, 1996 


