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By MELINDA HENNEBERGER Advocates for abortion rights, who 
were making the rounds of Congres­

WASHINGTON, Sept. 19 - <?n the sional offices with women who have 
eve of.a hotly contested vote m the had the procedure, acknowledged 
House to enforce a ban on a form of that the numbers of such abortions 
late-te~m abortion~ advocates on may' have been understated - but 
each side held 'duelmg new~ ~onfer- said the proCedure was still rare. 
ences, p~Vlewed ne~ teleVision ads "I think yes, the numbers are 
and predicted the Issue would .Pe greater than we originally thought," 
decld~d by a handful of vote~. said Vicki Saporta, executive direc-

Anti-abortion l~b?YISts SaId they tor of the National Abortion Federa­
had gotten a slgruflcant last-mmute tion. "But it's still a very, very rare 
boost fr~m tW? recent newspaper procedure." She added: "The num­
articles m ~elr, fight to overturn bers don't matter because that's not 

" President Clinton s veto of the ban on the point. The pOint is who makes the 
the proced~re ~at Congress at: decision." 
proved earlier thIS year. The artl- T . f h h' <1)":'.,- ., ., 0":' "01)''''''':' -.,., "",' 

I 
. Th Wash' gto Post and The 0 per orm t e procedure, a p YSI- "'., - ",.c - '" al gJ c.5 c 1: 5l ~ ~ :. c .... c es, m e m n .' . - - Q C .... $..0 U "C:s:S Q. C':3 ~ :s .E 

Record of Hackensack N J <uggest clan partially extracts the fetus from ;!i OJ 1;: ~ - '" "'" ., c.c c 11 <:.c .,.c .... c , .",.. th t f f' t, th . ca ~ ~ co s.. = c .c - u < (,,) .... :: C - <lS 
that the procedure is not as rare as e u erus, eet Irs en suctions !:: ~ c ~ S ",: - ~. E·S .... '" .c '" <I) C lh b' d I fl'd t f th <I) C <I) ., - • c .... C »0 e "'.c ~ 0 ., ., 
the President and abortion rights e I alll an spIna UI ou 0 e C.; '" :E ~ <I) .,:: - ;;; ll. eSc Co ~ '-' - "'" 

advocates have said. . skull before collapsing the skull so it E ~ Q '; i! ~ ~ 1:' ~ .. ., S ., ~ ., ., ~ ~ g 0 
The procedure _ which anti-abor- can be removed. . ~ ~ ...: ~ - '" e-.E Oi E -5 ~ S ~ -= OJ :E -= ~ <I) 

! tion groups call "partial-birth' abor- Abortion rights advocates main- 0 o::S S:: ~ g B ~ t; .!!l C .!!l ~ J§ '0; .5 ;; E 
tai!l

. thatth th . thod.used . - C - Q. - C - C 01) _.... <I) .c c .... 0 
tlon and doctors call intact dilation e 0 er mam me Q) - - 0 ..; '5 .=: <! Co - .!2 ., 5 :;"'" '" - "'" ~ .c 
and extraction _ is one of several for late-term abortions - where the :0 ra 1l - ~.>:! -E g! 511.!2 6'o::s S ~ '0 c 11 I-< 

ft 
. d' b d th th "' __ ->c .... _al° -S·!!l"-",-

methods used to abort a fetus after e ~s IS .Ismem ere ra er an ~ ~ 8 a; -= C:: B _ 8:§'~ S <I) S <!.c c 
20 weekS of gestation. No one knows delivered Intact - IS not as safe. . ., ~ 'E ~ 5 ~ ~ ~.g 011 c:E »8:E g ~ -g Jl 
exactly how often it is performed In a campaign organized by the 'ffi <! '0'::: 0 ~., .... s '" - 0. -:; ~ - .g .2 OJ ;:: 
because neither the Federal nor National Conference of Catholic ::: '" <I) ~ <I) ~ ., ~ II :;: ~ :a 0; ;!i B.<: e 11 ., 

B
. h b 8 '11' d W ~ .... (l).c :s en C 0- rJ? 1) ~ C ..., 0 C co ..c 

state governments requite that it be IS ops, a out ml IOn postcar s - .c ~ ~.:: ~ i! .- :; - c ..... ;: " .;;:; - .,;:J -
reported. . sl.\pporting the ban were sent to <I) -: ~ .... - ~ cr!:: C ;!i ~ ~: S ~ .S 

But the articles published this House members. 
week suggested the procedure is Viki Stella, a mother of three who 
used as many as several thousand appeared in the commercial fi-
times a year, rather than 500, as had nanced by abortion iii:his groups, ?\ 
been estimated by groups that sup- jostled her 8-month-old son while she "'ts 
port abortion rights.. was introduced to reporters. ::s 

The articles, which the National Mrs. Stella, who said she was on ....... 
Right to Life Committee and otherhec "lOth or 11th" trip to Washington .rA 

. anti-abortion groups are widely dis- to lobby on the issue, said .she had - ~ 
: tributing, also said the procedure is become increasingly more outspo- . Q) 
: used in many cases on healthy wom-ken because of the reaction from ~ 
· en with healthy fetuses in. their sec-opponents· of the procedure. ~ 
· ond .trim~ter of p~egnancy, not ex- "I was in a restaurant with my '" 
cluslvely In th~ third trimester for family and one woman bent down' -5 
women whose bves are endanger~d. and said I should have been the one 

;. "That inform.a~on has h~lped mm- who died," said Mrs~ Stella She said ..,c 

1
1mlze any attrition we mlgh~ ~ave she had the procedure two years ago "'" 
suffer~d and made It more difficult after learning when she w8$ 8. Co 

J to flip on the Issue, satd Representa-mOl;lths prl!gnant that her baby could c:: 
itlve Charles T. Canady, the Fiondanolsurvive outside the womb. • ... 
. Republican who sponsored the ongl- n 
nal House bill to ban the procedure.' ~ 
"It's created an environment in ::s 
which it's more difficult to switch." t'Y\ 

It takes a two-thirds vote te. over- ....... 
"ride a veto, or 290 votes if ~I mem- l 
,bers are voting, and the last vote on 
the bill was 286 to 129 with one mem- • ~ 
ber voting "present.' Representative -5 
Chris Smith, the New Jersey Repub-
lican who is a leading anti -abortion ~ 
voice in the House, predicted victory "'" 

~
ut said the margin would only be a' 0 
andful of votes. The Semite is ex- e 
ected to uphold the veto, but even 

· so, Republicans expect to capitalize ~ 
jon the issue in the elections. . 
! Bob Dole, the Republican presi-

jdential candidate, told a convention 
,of the Christian Coalition last week 
thal if elected, he would sign a bill 

I b2!lning the procedure. 
Representative Nita Lowey, a New 

Yo:k Democrat, said Republicans' 
wEte using the issue as a back-door 
.mEthod of attacking Roe v. Wade, the 
.§ull"eme Court decision upholding a 
,Wllnan's right to abortion. 

"They know they can't get rid of 
'Roe v. Wade with a club," Ms. Lowey 
. said, "but they can chip away at it." 

One House member who opposes 
the ban said his camp may be losing 
because it is not an issue many mem-
lbers are willing to risk losing their 
;seat over - especially because the . 
Senate is likely to sustain the veto. ' 
,Among those who support the ban 
'are Richard Gephardt and David 
"Bonior. 
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R Representative George Miller, a 
By ADAM CL YME· senior California Democrat whose 

W ASHINGTON,Sept 18 - House own most recent ethics complaint 
Democrats moved today to force the against Mr. Gingrich has languished 
ethics committee to release its coun- without any committee action since 
sel's report on complaints about April 22, said Mr. Gingrich was 

. Speaker Newt Gingrich, and to make "hanging everyone else out to dry." 
Republicans in shaky races risk ac- Representative Jim McDermott of 
cusations of a cover-up if they vote to Washington, the senior Democrat on 
keep it secret. the ethics committee; said he would 

The lawyer the committee hired to vote for the Lewis resolution. 
investigate the charges filed a pre- "I think it would be unfair to Mr. 
Iiminary report last month. The com- Gingrich' to go home before the end 
mittee has not indicated when it of the session' without having this 
plans to act on his findings on, information made public," Mr. Mc­
charges that Mr. Gingrich violated Dermott. "It's been hanging over 
tax laws and misused foundation him for more than two years now." 
money, which was ostensibly raised Republicans were unwilling to ac­
for a college course, to further his knowledge that the vote might be 
political aims. uncomfortaille, although several 

Representative John Lewis, Dem- usually loquacious freshmen either 
ocrat of Georgia, filed a resolution did not return phone calls or had 
today that would compel the commit- their aides say they considered ques­
tee to make the report public. Under tions "premature." 
House rules, the resolution must But one who did call back, Repre­
come to the House floor no later than sentative Sue W. Kelly of Katonah, 
Monday, and a vote is expected on N.Y., accused the Democrats of con­
Friday. Mr. Lewis, a chief deputy ducting "a witch hunt" and insisted 
whip, asserted that the ethics com. that Representative Richard A. Gep­
mittee would "use every means at its hardt of Missouri, the minOrity lead­
disposal to stall and delay the inves- ·er, was masterminding the effort 
tigation of Newt Gingrich." Ms. Kelly said she expected voters In 

The committee's chairman, Rep- - her district to know that she would do 
resentative Nancy L. Johnson, Re- what she thought was right even if 
publican of Connecticut, declined to her Democratic challenger "says 
comment on the DemocratiC move. that I am trying to protect Newt or 

Democrats inSisted that ~ey were whatever." 
acting to protect the reputation of the Representative Steve Largent of 
House and not from politiCal. mo- Oklahoma, who does not face tough . 
tives. Yet R.epresentatlye DaVid E; opposition, said the Democratic ef­
Bomor of Mlchlg~, the Democrats fort was "partisan pay-back of yes­
deputy leader, said, "I expect there teryea(' because of Mr .. Gingri<:h's 
are challengers all over the country successful ethiCS campaign agamst 
who will 'be asking incumbents Speaker Jim Wright "Whatever the 
whether ~ey plan to make thiS docu- truth is," Mr. Largent said "it's go-
ment public, ~d 1 would encourage ing to surface eventually." . 
them to do. so. . Representative Michael Patrick 

Mr. Bomor said members of the Flanagan of lllinois, in a tight battle 
House would probably have to vote for re-election, said, "I have every 
on the Issue repeatedly. Dem?crats confidence Nancy Johnson will. han-
can repeatedly file the resolution. dIe it fairly." 

Mr .. Gingrich had no comment, but Mr. Lewis added: "It is inconceiv-
had hiS press .secretary, T~ny Blank~able to me that this Congress would 
le~: issue a stat~ment say~ng: even contemplate adjourning with-
. Representative I:eWIS s reslllu- out acting on.the report of the outside 

tlOn re~lects the ongoing and desper- counselor, at a minimum, releasing 
ate actIOns of a small band of Demo- the. report for the members of this 
crats who have abused the eth~cs House and the public to judge for 
process by filing ~ne baseless claim themselves. 
after another. WI~ the knowledge "Members will have to decide 
and support of the.lr leadership, ~ey whether they believe and trust in the 
have pursued a Singular ~oal smce . public to weigh the evidence against 
the Nove?,ber 1994 electIOn. They the Speaker or whether they want to 
want to Win back control of the !louse participate in a conspiracy and cov­
and ha,:e ~ade .the destruction. of er-up to protect Newt Gingrich." 
Newt Gmgrlch the key to reaching 
this goal." 

Democrats insisted that the timing 
was not their choice, but was forced 
on them by Republican delaying ac­
tions on the complaint against Mr. 
Gingrich, filed on Sep~ 12, 1994. 

"we didn't ask to delay this until 
the eve of the election," Representa­
tive Lloyd Doggett of Texas said at 
the news conference where Mr. lew­
is discussed his resolution. The law­
yer who' produced tM report, James 
M. Cole, gave it to the committee in 
mid-August. 

But Democrats did not shy away 
from the potential political hay that 
challengers could make out of the 
'issue, especially against Republi­
cans who have sought til distance 
themselves from Mr. Gingrich and 
those for whom he had raised money. 
They could foresee commerCials 
asking whether a vote to keep the 
report secret had been bought by the 
Speaker's fund-raising help. 

Representative Martin Frost, the 
Texan who heads' the Democratic 
Congressional Campaign Commit­
tee, said, "If Republicans were vot­
ing to cover up the report, that would 
be an issue." -" .• 
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'Partiaf-Birth Abortion Is Bad Medicine 
By NANCY ROMER, PAMELA SMITH, . 

CURTIS R. COOK AND JOSEPH L. DECOOK 
The House of Representatives will vote 

in the next few days on whether to' override 
. President Clinton's veto of the Partial Birth 
Abortion Ban Act. The debate on the·sub· 
ject has been noisy and rancorous. You've. 
heard from the activists. You've heard 
from the politicians. Now may we speak? 

We are the physicians who, on a daily 
basis, treat pregnant women and their ba' 
bies. And we can no longer remain silent . 
while abortion activists, the media and 
even the president of the United States 
continue to repeat false medical claims 
about partial·birth abortion. The appalling 
lack of medical credibility on the side of 
those defending this procedure has forced 
us-for the first time in our professional 
careers-to leave the sidelines in order to 
provide some sorely needed facts in a de- . 
bate that has been dominated by anecdote, 
emotion and media stunts. 

Since the debate on this issue began, 
those whose real agenda is to keep all 
types of abortion legal-at any stage ~f 
pregnancy, for any reason-have waged 
what can only be called an orchestrated 
misinformation campaign. 

First the National Abortion Federation 
and'other pro-abortion groups claimed the 
procedure didn't exist. When a paper writ­
ten by the doctor who invented the proce­
dure was produced, abortion proponents 
changed their story, claiming the proce­
dure was only done when a 'women's life 
was in danger. Then the same doctor, ·the 
nation's main practitioner of the tech· 
nique, was caught-on tape-admitting 
that 80% of·his partial-birth abortions were 
"purely elective. • 

Then there was the anesthesia myth. 
The American public was told that it 
wasn't the abortion that killed the baby, 
but the anesthesia administered to the 
mother before the procedure. This claim 
was immediately and thorqughly de­
nounced by the American Society of Anes­
thesiologists, which called the claim "en­
tirely inaccurate." Yet Planned Parent­
hood and its allies continued to spread the 
myth, causing needless concern among 

our pregnant patients who heard the 
claims and were terrified that epidurals 
during labor, or anesthesia during needed 
surgeries, would kill their babies. 

The latest baseless statement was 
made by President Clinton himself when 
. he said that if the mothers who opted for 
partial-birth abortions had delivered their 
children naturally, the women's bodies' 
would have been "eviscerated" or "ripped 
to shreds" and they "could never. have an-
other baby_" . . 

That claim is totally and completely 
false. Contrary to what abortion activists 
would have us believe, partial·birth abor­
tion is never medically indicated to protect 
a woman's health or her fertility. In fact, 
the opposite is true: The 'procedure can 
pose a-significant and immediate threat to 
both the pregnant woman's health and her 
fertility. It seems to have escaped any- . 
one's attention that one of the five women 
who appeared at Mr. Clinton's veto cere­
mony had five miscarriages after her par­
tial-birth abortion. 

Consider the dangers inherent in par­
tial-birth abortion, which usually occurs 
after t.he fifth month of pregnancy. A 
woman's cervix is forcibly dilated over 
several days, which risks creating an "in- . 
competent cervix," the leading cause of 
premature deliveries. It is also an invita­
tion to infection, a major cause of infertil­
ity _ The abortionist then reaches into the 
womb to pull a child feet first out of the 
mother (internal podalic version), but 
leaves the head inside. Under normal cir­
cumstances, . physicians avoid breech 
births whenever possible; in this case, the 
doctor intentionally causes one-and risks 
tearing the uterus in the process. He thell 
forces scissors through the base of the 
baby's skull-which remains lodged just 
within the birth canal. This is a partially 
"blind" procedure, done by feel; risking di­
rect sCissor injury to the uterus .and lacer­
ation of the cervix or lower uterine seg­
ment, resulting in immediate and massive 
bleeding and the threat of shock or even 
death to the mother. 

None of this risk is ever necessary for 
any reason. We and many other doctors 

Notable & Quotable 

Prom "Splitting Up," an essay on di­
vOrce by Joseph Adelson, professor of psy­
chology at the University of Michigan, in 
the September issue of Commentary:" . 

Without exception, when one compares 
children from intact families with children 

.from one-parent families where a divorce 
has taken place, the data offer cause for 

. deep alarm: . 
• Children in such [divorced) situations 

are twice as likely to drop out of high 
school, and are much more likely to do 
poorly in reading, spelling, andmathe. 
matics. 

• Such children are two to three times 
more likely to have emotional or behavior 
problems. They rate higher on depen-

dency, anxiety, and aggressiveness, and 
lower on self-control. They rate low in peer 
popularity. . 

• They also score low in physical health 
and well-being. 

• They show substantially higher crime 
rates. According to one study reported by . 
Popenoe, "60 percent of rapists, 72 percent 
of adolesCent murderers, and 70 percent of 
long'term pnson inmates come from fa­
therless homes. " 

• They suffer much higher rates of both 
physical and sexual abuse, in the latter 
case dJlost often carried out by the 
mother's boyfriend. Single mothers report 
'being much more violent toward their chil­
dren than do mothers in intact families. 

across the U oS. regularly treat women 
whose unborn children suffer the. same. 
conditions as those Cited by the women 
'who appeared at Mr. Clinton's veto cere­
mony. Never is the partial-birth procedure 
necessary. Not for hydrocephaly (exces­
sive cerebrospinal fluid in the head), not 

. for polyhydramnios (an excess of amniotic 
fluid collecting in the women) and not for 
trisomy (genetic abnormalities character­
ized by an extra chromosome). Some­
times, as in the case of hydrocephaly, it is 
first necessary. to ·drain some of the fluid 
from the baby's head. And in some cases, 
when'vaginal delivery is not possible, a 
doctor performs a Caesarean section. But 
in no case is it necessary to partially de­
.liver an infant through the vagina and 
then kill the infant. 

How teiling it ill that although Mr. Clin­
ton met with women who claimed to have 
needed partial-birth abortions on account 
of these conditions, he has flat-out refused 
to meet with women who delivered babies 
. with these same conditions, with no dam­
age whatsoever to their health or future 
fertility! 

Former SUrgeon .General C. Everett 
Koop was recently asked whether he'd 
ever operated 'on children who had any of 
the disabilities described in this debate. 
Indeed he had. 'In fact, one of his pa­
tients- "with a huge Omphalocele [a sac 
containing the. baby's organs) much big­
ger than her head" -went on to become t.he 
head nurse in his intensive care unit many 
years later. 

Mr. Koop's reaction to the preSident's 
veto? "I believe that Mr. Clinton was mis­
led by his medical advisers on what is fact 
and what is fiction" on the matter, he said. 
Such a procedure, he added, cannot truth­
fully be called medically necessary for ei­
ther the mother or-he scarcely need point 
out-for the baby_ 

COnSidering these medical realities, 
one can only conclude that the women who 

. thought they underwent partial-birth abor­
tions for "medical" reasons 'were tragi­
cally misled. And those who purport to 
speak for women don't seein to care .. 

So whom are you going to believe? The 
activist-extremists who refuse to allow a 
little truth to get in the way of their 
agenda? The politicians who benefit from 
the actiVists' political action committees? 
Or doctors who have the facts? 

Dr. Romer is clinical professor of ob- . 
stetrics and gynecology at Wright State 
University and chairman of obstetrics and 
gynecology at· Miami Valley Hospital in 
Ohio. Dr. Smith is director of medical ed­
ucation· in the department of obstetrjcs 
and gynecology. at Chicago's Mt. Sinai 
Medical Center. Dr. Cook is a specialist in 
maternal fetal medicine at Butterworth 
Hospital, Michigan State College Of Human 
Medicine. Dr. DeCook is a fellow of the 
American College of Obstetricians and Gy­
necologists. The authors are founding 
members of the Physicians· Ad Hoc Coali­
tion for Truth, which now has more than 
300 members. 
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How the FDA, Bureaucracy Hurt Needy Kids 
, ' 

I am not a Food and Drug Administra­
tion basher. When it comes to drugs, foods 
and medical devices rd rather my family 
be safe than sorry. ' 

Moreover, much of the criticism leveled 
at the FDA is driven by right-wing ideol­
ogy, or is funded by vested financial inter­
ests like the tobacco and drug companies. 
These special Interests depict FDA Com· 
missioner David Kessler as an enemy of 
the health and well·being of many Ameri· , 
cans. Does anyone really believe that the 
tobacco compa:nies care more about the, 
health of Americans than does Mr. 
Kessler, a pediatrician by training? , 

In fact, ihe FDA'Hecord for safety and 
performance is better than any compara· 

Politics & People 
By Albert R. Hunt 

ble agency In the world; despite the carp· 
ing critics the time required for approving 
new drugs has actually decreased in reo 
cent years. But it also is undeniable that 
the FDA sometimes gives fodder to critics 
with its mindless bureaucracy, especially 
in the field of medical devices. 

This is a case study of that. It irivolves 
something called electrical bladder stimu· 
lation, which was begun In this country a 
dozen years ago at Children's Memorial 
Medical Ceriter In Chicago by pediatric 
urologist William Kaplan and his extraor­
dinarily talented chief nurse, Ingrid 
Richards. This procedure is used to treat 
children who because of neurogenic blad' 
ders are incontinent. The aim is to enable 
them to void normally or at least improve 
their bladder capacity to minimize dan­
gerous side effects. ' 

My interest is very personal. Our 
teenage son has spina bifida and thus is In· 
continent. We took him to be treated for 

several weeks at Chicago Children's Hos­
pital last month and came aWllY enor­
mously impressed-and also shocked at 
the more than decade·old struggle that Dr. 
Kaplan and Ms. Richards have been wag­
ing with the, FDA. 

Back in the mid-1980s, they applied for 
formal FDA approval so they could expand 
their activities and other Interested hospi· 
tals around the country could start similar 
efforts. (The Chicago hospital has permis­
sion for a,limited research program, as do 
more than a half dozen other hospitals 
around the country under its umbrella.) 

FDA approval is required for the elec­
trical stimulator, which is manufactured 
In Europe. Originally FDA offiCials told 
Ms. Richards to apply under a provision . 
that basically says the equipment is simi' 
la~ to others that have already been ap­
proved. She and Dr. Kaplan carefully col­
hicted data and perSistently appealed to , 
the FDA; nothing happened. 

Frustrated, In 1993 Dr. Kaplan and Ms: 
Rlchards11E!w to Washington to talk face to 
face with these federal officials. The prob­
lem, they were told, was that they were ap­
plying under the wrong procedure- never 
mind that it was what the FDA told them 

, to do in the first place-'-and that they 
needed something called pre-market ap' 
proval. They've now gone' back to the 
drawing boards, hopeful that with the help 
of a consultant and a Wisconsin firm that'll 
manufacture the equipment, they might 
get approval after more than a decade. 

This lengthy delay Is due to nothing 
other than bureaucracy run amok. Over 
the past decade, more than 600 children 
have had bladder stimulation under this 
program. The results have been very en· 
couraging:' Some 20% of these kids have 
developed normal bladder function and an· 
other 60% have significantly improved. 
There have been no physical setbacks or 
negative effects. 

For these kids the treatment has pro. 

duced clear benefits. "The bladder is'what 
keeps kidneys healthy," Dr. Kaplan ex­
plains. "If the bladder doesn't function 
properly .. that can lead to kidney pro,blems 
that are serious." Moreover, where it 
works it helps families avoid costlier-and 
riskler- bladder surgery. . 

Participants in this program are almost 
universally laudatory; they bring their 
children to Chicago for two to four weeks 
and many come back the next year. Con- , 
gressman Stevj) Largent of Oklahoma and 
his wife first brought their four-year-old 

son Kramer, who has spina bifida, to be 
treated by Dr. Kaplan and Ms. Richards 
six years ago; they have come back sev­
eral times since. Kramer isn't continent 
yet,' but "we have seen progressive im­
provement every year In his ability to 
know when he has to go to the bathroom," 
says Rep. Largent. A young girl who be­
gan treatment with the Largent child is 
now totally continent. 

Interviews with half a dozen pediatric 
urologists around the country, including 
some Skeptics, reveal unanimity that blad­
der'stimulation Is safe, supposedly the 
most important criterion for the FDA. 
David Joseph, chief of pediatriC urology at 
Birniingham Children'S Hospital in Al­
abama, says he still hasn't seen enough 
data to conclude that bladder stimulation 
"is of great value for urinary control." But, 

he adds, "there clearly is enough data to' 
show there is not a risk .... there is abo 
solutely nothing to lose except time and 
money. If this helps one child, it's worth it. .. 

There are many more children who 
could be helped. The Chicago clinic's clien­
tele is chiefly comprised of kids with spina 
bifida - the failure of the spine to close 
properly in the first month of pregnancy-, 
the No.1 disabling birth defect in America. 
Every year more than '2,000 babies are 
born with spina bifida, more than those 
with multiple sclerosis, cystic fibrosis ami 
muscular dystrophy combined; 'today 
there are 61,000 afflicted Americans. 

But unlike the Largents or us, many 
families can't afford ,to go to Chicago for 
weeks of treatment. And without FDA ap' 
proval the treatment isn't covered by many 
insurance companies or Medicaid, putting 
it further out of most families' reach. 

Despite the unconscionable FDA behav­
ior, there may be a happy ending. Dr. 
Kessler has moved to reduce the agency's 
bureaucratic obstacles, including the ap­
pOintment a couple years ago of Susan 
Alpert, a pediatrician, as director of the of­
fice of device evaluation, She acknowl­
edges in an interview that "gur program 
wasn't working well." She says, she has 
moved to cut red tape; now if applicants 
"have a knotty issue we invite them in to 
sit down and work it through." 

Dr; Alpert seems to understand that the 
FDA must perform an important balanc­
Ing act. After all, it wasn't'- too very long 
ago that approval for a new sedative called 
thalidomide was held up by a stubborn 
FDA medical officer. The drug was ap­
proved In other countries and resulted in 
thousands of severely deformed newborns 
because their mothers took it during preg­
nancy. On the other hand, more recently, 
thousands, of little kids have been deniell 
potentially beneficial-and clearly safe­
bladder stimulation because of FDA in­
tranSigence. 
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I Tomorrow's MDs Unready for Managed Care? 
I i Studies Say That Medical Schools' Training Methods Are Behind the Times 

By Stuart Auerbach 
Wa,m;agtoll POol! Sufi Writer 

I
i vou think that doctors fresh out of 
medical school know about all the 

, changes taking place in health care, 
think again. 

Despite revolutionary shifts in medical prac· 
tice during the past decade, the nation's 125 
medica! schools train future physicians the way 
they have done for a century, aCC<lrding to stud­
ies published this month in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association OAMA). 

The studies found that the schools have 
failed to keep pace with the shift to managed 
care, which dominates medica] practice t<r 
day. More than half of all Americans are cov­
ered by some form of managed care, which 
seeks to cut costs by emphasizing the use of 
primary care physicians rather than special­
ists; outpatient treatments instead of hospi­
talizations; and preventive medicine. 

Yet most schools provide little training in 
managed care medicine. Specifically, the· 
studies reported: 
• Very few medical schools offer any practi­
cal experience to their students or to post­
graduate interns and resident physicians in a 
managed care setting. A "professional preju­
dice" exists in medical schools against prima­
ry care physicians, the shock troops of man­
aged care, which creates a "chilly climate" 
for their traiJting . 
• Despite an increased demand for primary 
care physicians, slightly less than half of all 
medical school graduates· opt for postgradu­
ate training as specialists. The demand for 
generalists has increased as job opportuni­
ties for specialists have declined. One spe­
cialty, gastroenterology. has twice as many 
trained specialists as would be needed if the 
entire nation were under the staff patterns 
of health maintenance organizations 
(HMOs), a form of managed care. 

"Academic medicine has been slow to re­
spond to the challenges" of managed care 
and the changes it creates for the practice of 
medicine, David Blumenthal and Samuel O. 
Thier of Harvard Medical School and Massa­
chusetts General Hospital in Boston wrote in 
an editorial in the same special issue of 
JAMA. 

Jordan Cohen, the physician who heads 
the Association of American Medical Colleg­
es (MMC), acknowledged the complaints 
leveled in the JAMA reports and said medical 
schools are trying to change. 

'The articles reflect the reality that exists 
today, a reflection of how complex the issues 
are. It's going to take time to get this tanker 
(the u.s. medical education system] turned 
on a new course," he saM, 

Yet he added, "I wouldn't agree that medi­
cal education is very slow to change" consid­
ering that the system consists of "a lot of 
people, a lot of vested interests, a lot of 
successes." 

Blumenthal and Thier counter with a 
broad-brush attack on medica! education and 
the direction it has taken since it became "a 
scientifically-hased discipline" a century ago. 

While they called this a "fundamentally 
sound approach to the training of physi-

'~"i:~~i"<;;r~~~~~,;;::::;-;;~"':::~;-::;?;":7<~~:~);:0'~r;I];!n nity to train medical students, said Susan M. 

cians," the two physicians said that "it never 
was adequately extended to teach disease 
prevention and health promotion." 

"Nor did it train physicians adequately to 
deal with the consequences of success in 
managing acute illness; an expanding aged 
population: the increasing burden of chronic 
illness, and explosive growth in health care 
costs ... accelerated by an insurance sys­
tem that rewards treatment over prevention 
and a health care system that is constructed 
around the hospital and technologically s0-

phisticated care." 
Now, they said, medical education is miss­

ing the boat with the managed care revolu­
tion, which has brought forth a system that 
requires "skills in cost-effective analysis" and 
"quality management" as well as "the hasic 
skills of physical diagnosis and trealment." 

For instance, a team of researchers head­
ed by Jon Vetoski of Jefferson Medical Col­
lege in Philadelphia found that only 16 per­
cent of America's medical schools require 
students to work in an HMO setting. 

"Both young physicians and industry lead­
ers report that the current system of medi­
cal education is not preparing graduates for a 
practice environment increasingly dominated 

-lllUSTRP1Qt\ B't TOM[,( QlENiS~1 FOOl THE W;;'ShINGW\ POST 

by managed care; Vetoski and his colleges 
said. 

Further, they found that the few relation­
ships that have developed during the past 30 
years between medical schools and managed 
care plans have involved nonprofit HMOs or 
group practices run by physicians. While 
these are part of the managed care spec­
trum, they are not typical in a system in 
which profit-making health care plans have 
emerged as the major players. 

Cohen said that medical schools want to 
expand their training to managed care plans, 
but can't find partners-largely because a 
training component is a drag on the hottom 
line of managed care plans that frequently 
compete with each other for patients on the 
basis of price. 

"By and large managed care organizations 
show a very strong reluctance to get in­
volved in education because it is costly to do 
so and the schools don't have the money to 
compensate them," Jordan said. 

j'There is certainly no reluctance on the 
part of medical schools to educate students 
in a managed care environment. But it takes 
two to tango; he added. 

Managed care plans welcome the opportu-

Pisano, director of communications for the 
American Association of Health Plans, the 
trade association for managed care plans. 

"This is a developing partnership and a 
greater number of students spend part of 
their training in managed care settings every 
year; she said. 

Further, there are growing signs that 
medical students are reacting to the dynam­
ics of managed care. More than half of this 
year's graduating class opted to train as pri­
mary care physicians, which are much in de­
mand by managed care pIans. This gradual 
shift comes after a 5 percent drop in special­
ists' incomes from 1993 to 1994. While spe­
cialists' incomes have declin'ed, however, 
they still make more than primary care 
physicians. 

Despite the need for more primary care 
physicians, a survey by a team of research­
ers from Harvard Medical School headed by 
Susan D. Block found that "the culture" of ac­
ademic medicine "has not been hospitable to­
ward primary care." 

"Our data demonstrates that in spite of 
changes in the health Care system and "medi­
cal education, the environment within aca­
demic health centers is chilly for primary 
care education and practice," the authors 
concluded. 

The researchers found that "the value.::. of 
traditional biomedicine and medical educa­
tion continue to emphasize specialized 
knowledge ... as opposed to a breadth of 
knowledge; biological factors as opposed to 
social and emotional factors in health. and in­
patient as opposed to outpatient care and 
training." 

The researchers concluded that medical 
schools have to change the composition of 
their faculties by encouraging "an infusion of 
community-based generalists to serve as 
teachers, role models and advocates for pri­
mary care." 

Also in the JAMA issue, researchers from 
the school of public health at the State Uni­
versity of New York at Albany took aim at 
the controversial issue of training graduates 
of foreign medical schools in the nation's 
hospitals. The study found that postgraduate 
training in New York institutions grew by 21 
percent between 1988 and 1994 and foreign 
medical graduates made up almost half the 
physicians in training in New York in 1994. 
They said the main rationale for training for­
eign medical graduates-the idea that they 
will practice in under-served rural and inner­
city areas-has not proved to be true. They 
said "only a small fraction" of these doctors 
have been lured into under-served areas de­
spite incentives. 

A number of recent studies have said 
there is an oversupply of physicians in Amer­
ica and recommended closing some U.S. 
medical schools. But the New York research­
ers said that won't work as long as federally 
subsidized postgraduate study opportunities 
are available for an "essentially unlimited 
supply" of foreign medical graduates. The 
foreign students "are likely to more than 
make up for reductions in U.S. medical grad­
uates; the researchers said. 0 

:i 
~~~~~~~~~ ________________________________________________________________ ~ ____________ ~11 

•••• ,,'< '.'.~'~' •. 

PHOTOCOPY 
PRESERVATION 



BY DAVID BROWN 

STAGES OF FETAL DEVELOPMENT 

l·week 

Actual 

Sperm fertilizes egg in 
the Fallopian tube 

2 weeks 

Actual 
size 

~ 
The fertilized egg passes 
into the uterus and 
burrows into the lining 

-Coni 
earl~ 
mos 
duri. 

SOURCE, "','liGHT RIDDER GRAPHIC~ Pregnancy usually lasts 38 weeks. In 

a "severe fetal anomaly [birth defect)." 
. But it is not possible to speak with certainty about who un­

dergoes "intact D & E; as the "partiaI-birth abortion" is . 
, known in medicine. The federal government does not collect 
such infonnation. Physicians do not have to report it to state 
health departments. Researchers do not study the question 
or publish their findings in medical journals. 

(

Interviews with doctors who use the procedure and public 
comments by others show that the situation is much more 
complex. These doctors say that while a significant number 
of their patients have late abortions for medical reasons, 
many others-perhaps the majority-do not. Often they are 
young or poor. Some are victims of rape or incest. 

Bn a White House ceremo~;i~~~~,~~~i~~~~~l~~~~~~~~~~~~bill outlawing a technique ~r=~i~~~~ i~~~!!!~~~~r~~:f 
cur after the 20th week of fetal development; it is after that 

of abortion done only in the second half of pregnancy. Termed "partial-birth abortion" by the point when the intact D&E procedure is sometimes used. 

People who decry it and "intact dilation and evacuation" by the people who perform it the Only a fraction .are believed to be. intact D&Es, the contr<>· 
, , versial method In which the fetus IS pulled by the feet out of 

technique has become the latest lightning rod in the nation's stormy debate about abortion. (the uterus and the head is punctured so it· can a!so pass 
. through the cervix. What's more, very few doctors perform 

Standing next to the president when he announced the veto were five women who had this surgery; interviews with abortion experts suggest that 
_.. there are less than 20. 

undergone late-term ab()!1ions with the controversial technique because their fetuses had What follows are sketches of the experience of severa! . 

• -- severe developmental defects. physicians who perform the intact D&E procedure, as well as 
the experience of doctors who perform abortions on patients 

The women, Clinton said, "represent a small, but extremely vulnerable group .... They all with advanced pregnancies using an a!ternative technique. 

desperately wanted their children. They didn't want abortions. They made agonizing 
decisions only when it became clear that their babies would not survive, their own lives, their 
health, and in some cases their capacity to have children in the future were in danger." 

Others have sketched similar pictures. The Planned Parenthood Federation of America 
called this procedure "extremely rare and done only in cases when the woman's life is in 
danger or in cases of extreme fetal abnormality." The National Abortion Federation, an 

abortion providers' organization, said that "in the majority of cases" where it is used, there is 

Taken as a group, the descriptions and observations by these 
practitioners paint a more complete picture of who decides 
to end their pregnancy at an advanced stage, and why. 

A Question of Safety 
One of the better-known practitioners of intact D&E is 

Martin Haskell, an Ohio physician who in 1992 presented a 
"how-to" paper on the technique at a medical conference in 
Texas. The dissemination of this docwnent to antiabortion 
activists set the stage for the current campaign to ban the 
technique. 

Although Haskell declined to be interviewed for this arti· 
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~ks 

Actual 
size 

ctions of heart begin, 
lrain chambers form: 
nalformations begin 
this critical period 

8 weeks 

Nearly all body organs 
have begun to develop. 

12 weeks 

Ears are now on sides of 
head; eyes move from. sides 
to front of head 

14 weeks 

Fetus has 
fine hair 
on head; 
umbilical 
cord is 
attached to;;, 
abdomen; , 
fingernails 
are well 

. formed 

28 weeks 

Fetus can 
survive 
outside the 
womb; 
weighs 
about 3 Ibs. 

e first 28 weeks the embryo grows from a cluster of microscopic cells Into a three-pound fetus. 

:Ie, in his 1992 paper he said he had performed "over 700 of 
:hese procedures." Three years ago, American Medical 
~ews, a weekly publication of the American Medical Associa· 
:ion, interviewed Haskell about his technique. 

"I'll be quite frank: most of my abortions are elective in 
:hat 20-24 week range," Haskell said, according to a tran· 
;cript of the interview, which has circulated widely during 
:he debate on the "partial·birth abortion" bill. "In my particu· 
lar case, probably 20 percent [of the abortions] are for genet· 
IC reasons. And the other 80 percent are purely elective," 

"Elective" is not a medical term generally used with abor· 
tion, but it is often used in medicine to denote procedures 
that are not medically required. In this context, it appears to 
mean that the fetuses were normal or that the pregnant 
woman was not seriously ill. 

The American Medical News reporter also asked Haskell 
"whether or not the fetus was dead beforehand." The doctor 
answered: "No it's not. No it's really not. A percentage are 
for various nwnbers of reasons .... In my case, I would think 
prohably about a third of those are definitely dead before I 
actually start to remove the fetus. And prohably the other 
two-thirds are not." 

Also performing intact D&E abortions in Ohio is a 45· 
year-old physiCian named Martin Ruddock .. Interviewed reo 
cently, he declined to estimate how many abortions he did 
each year, but said that only 5 to 10 percent were done in 
the later, stag~s of pregnanCy. Beyond the 18th or 19th 
week, Ruddock prefers to use the intact D&E technique. 

He believes it is safer than its most common alternative, 
which is called "dismemberment dilation and evacuation." In 
that procedure, the fetus is removed in pieces, generally 
Iimba first. It requires that the surgeon exert a great deal of 
force on the fetus inside the uterus, and it often produces 
sharp, bony fragments that can damage a woman's reproduc· 
tive organs: On rare occasions, "dismemberment D&E" also 
exposes a woman to fetal subalances (primarily brain tissue) 
that can cause dangerous reactions. 

"To minimize those problems is why the [intact] procedure 
was. developed," Ruddock said. 

In practice, however, he employs it only a third of the 
times he'd like to, he said. Often the position of the fetus, or 

_._-------- ----'--- -

Doctors say that while a 
significant nwnber 

of their patients have 
late abortions for medical 

reasons, many 
others-perhaps the 

majority-do not. 

some other variable, makes intact D&E impossible, and he 
uses dismembennent .instead. However, whenever he uses 
the intact method, he first 'cu!s'the-Umbilical cord-a maneu· 
ver designed to make sure the fetus is dead before he punc· 
tures its skull. 

"The fundamental argument [of the technique's oppo· 
nents] is that the fetus is alive. And what I am saying is that 
in my practice that never happens," he said. 

In 45 percent of the cases done beyond beyond 20 weeks 
of gestation, he said, the fetuses have obvious developmental 
abnormalities or the women carrying them have illnesses 
that are being made worse by the pregnancy. In the other 55 
percent, however. the fetuses are normal. 

Another practitioner, who did not want to be identified, is 
a physician in the New York area who is affiliated with sever­
al teaching institutions. He does about 750 in the second trip 
mester of pregnancy. He uses intact D&E in "well under a 
quarter" of those, he said. About one-third are his private pap 

tients, and the rest are ones he sees at the teaching hospi· 
- tals~<where he instructs physicians in'training. t. 

This doctor said that the "great majority" of the private pa. 
tients have medical reasons for their abortions: Either the fe· 
tus is abnormal or the pregnant woman's health is threat· 
ened by the pregnancy. 

The nonprivate patients, however, are different. They 
tend to have lower incomes, and the fraction of them who 
have medical reasons for abortion "is not nearly as high, [but! 
I can't quantify it; he said; In the cases in which there is no 
medical indication, the fetuses'are usually normal. 

A California Doctor's Experience 
The notion that intact D&E is done only in the third trio 

mester-very late in the pregnancy, generally after 24 
weeks-and only when the fetus has catastrophic defects, 
appears to have arisen from widespread publicity about the 
practice of a doctor in Los Angeles named James T. McMa· 
hon, who died last year. His specialty was the very late abor· 
tion of fetuses with severe developmental defects. 

Patients carne to him from across the United States and 
sometimes even from outside the country. All of the women 
who appeared with Clinton at the veto ceremony had their 
abortions done by him. 

McMahon used intact D&E extensively bec, au. se after I 
about the 26th week of gestation dismemberment of fetuses 
is extremely difficult, if not impossible. . , ---.. . . 

In a leiter wrilten in 1993 to doctors who referred pa. 
tients to him, he said that in 1991 he'd done 65 third·trimes· 
ter abortions. All of these cases, he said, were "nonelective." 
Of all the abortions done beyond 20 weeks, 80 percent were 
for what he termed "therapeutic indications"-that is, medi· 
cal reasons. 

In docwnents submitted to the House subcommittee on 
the Constitution, McMahon provided a list of some of these 
reasons. He categorized 1,358 abortions he'd performed 
over the years, all of them done (his testimony suggested) on 
women at least 24 weeks pregnant. 

Most of them were for extremely rare genetic defects. 
See ABORTION. Page 14 
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Is the Fetus Capable of FeeJing Pain During Abortion? 

DoeS a fetus aboned late in the second 
:. . trimester. or early in the third trimester, feel 

pain? 
It's a question that reverberates in the debate 

over so-called "partial-birtll abortion." . 
"If you want to get at what I think the heart oi this 

issue is . .. it's the sense that you're killing someone who 
knows what you're doing to them," said Steve 
Lichtenberg, a Chicago physician who performs late-term 
abortions. "That is one of the things that gives this 
particular controversy its heat." 

When asked, virtually all physicians providing· 
late-term abortions say they believe fetuses cannot feel 
pain at the most advanced stage of gestation at which 
they will do the procedure. In all but a few cases, that is 
no later than the 24th week out of a 38-week gestation. 

The current knowledge of the anatomy and physiology 
of the fetal nervous system suggests this belief is 
probably-but not definitelY-1:orrect. . 

Scientists must deduce pain's presence (or absence) by . 
looking for the physiological signs of the sensation. Those 
include hormones and other biochemicals that appear in ._ 
the bloodstream when pain is produced, as weU as more 
subjectiv~ signs, such as facial grimaces or the movement 
of limbs. Nobody can say for certain, however, whether 
these things denote pain in a developing human being. 

Many neuroscientists (and nearly all abortion doctors) 
believe the muscular movements fetuses make when 
they're touched exist purely as reflexes. These events, 
they argue, are devoid of the brain activity and cognition 
necessary to register them as either pleasant or noxious_ 
Some even claim that human beings. must"be capable of 
storing memories and having emotions in order to feel 
pain. 

Nerve fibers must be "wired" in order to carry 
impulses. Without specifiC circuits, impulses cannot get 
to the cortex of the brain, which most scientists agree is 
the place where pain is perceived. 

ABORTION, From Page 13 

The list contained a few slightly more common conditions in­
cluding anencephaly (lack of a brain) in 29 cases, spina bifida 
(open spina1 colwnn) in 28 cases and congenital heart diseaSe 
in 31 cases. A few of the conditions on the list, however, are 
rarely fatal. Cleft lip, cited as the "indication" in 9 cases, is. 
surgically correctable after birth, sometimes with permanent 
disability and snmetimes without. 

The maternal indications in McMahon's list were similarly 
varied. The severity of the illnesses can't be inferred, al­
though many of the problems he gave are not commonly life­
threatening. These included breathlessness on exertion, one 
case; electrolyte disturbance, one case; diabetes, five cases; 
and hyperemesis gravidaruro (intractable .vc.miting during 
pregnancy), six cases. The two most common maternal indi­
cations were depression (39 cases) and. sexual- assault (19 
cases). . 

Although the few other doctors wbo are known to use the 
intact D&E method refused to be interviewed, one overseas 
practitioner would. He is David Grundmann, a 49-year-old 
physician from Brishane, Australia; who learned the tech­
nique from McMahon about five years ago during a visit to 
the United States. 

Grundmann perfonns abortion up to 22 weeks of gestation 
and. like McMahon; treats patients who travel great distanc· 
es for his services. He and his two partners do 60 to 100 in· 
tact D&E cases a year. 

In an interview last week, he said that in about 15 percent 
of those cases, there is a severe defect of the fetus. In about 
2 percent, the pregnant woman is severely ill, and in about 
10 percent there are "serious concerns about suicide." In the 
rest, the reasons for abortion are rape, incest, a previous 
physician who failed to detect that the woman was pregnant 
or denial on the part of the woman that she was pregnant un-

Sensory nerve endings have spread throughout the 
skin of the fetus by 20 weeks' gestation. A key part of the 
circuit-connections between a structure in the base of 
the brain called the thalamus and the brain 
cortex-doesn't start developing until the 22nd to 34th 
weeks. The defmite "arrival" of sensory impulses in the 
cortex can't be detected by electrophysiological tests 
until about the 29th week of gestation. 

Fetal nervous system development, however, is a 
process that involves Quadrillions of cells growing, laying 
down new connections, or dying. It's simply not possible 
to know in any individual fetus when the,capacity to feel 
pain begins. 

A study published two years ago in the Lancet looked 
for signs of pain in 15 fetuses undergoing blood 
transfusion while still in the womb. Six had the blood 
delivered through a needle placed in the umbilical cord, 
which· has no sensation. In nine the transfusion was given 
into a blood vessel in the abdomen-an area that, by the 
tiffie of birth at least, is well endowed with sensation. 

Nicholas M. Fisk and bis Colleagues at Queen 
Charlotte's and Chelsea Hospital, in London, measured 
two substances in the fetal bloodstream just after the 
needles went in and then later, at the end of the 
transfusion. One was cortisol, a hormone produced when 
a person is in pain or under physiological stress. The 
other was beta-endorphin, the morphine-like substance 
the body makes as a built-in painkiller. 

Bloodstream concentrations of-both substances rose in 
the fetuses that had the needles through their abdomens, 
but not in those that got transfusions through the 
umbilical cord, A1tho~gh the average gestational age of 
the first group was 30 weeks, one was only'23 weeks old, 
and it also bad a significant rise in cortisol and 
beta-endorphin. 

Still, doctors increasingly acknowledge that even very 
premature infants probably feel pain. 

"I use anesthesia or analgesia for every premature 

til it was too late for her to get an early-stage abortion. 

The Women Affected 
It's difficult to say how representative these five doctors 

are of the rest of the.small fraternity of practitioners who 
perform intact D&E in the United States. Interviews with 
physicians who use other abortion techniques-generally 
dismemberment --:may· help indirectly illuminate why most 
late-term abortions, including intact D&E abortions, are 
done. 

Warren Hem, a 57-year-old physician who practices in 
Boulder, Colo., has a master's degree in public health and a 
doctorate in anthropology. He is one of the few providers of 
late-stage ~borti~ .. who publishes-research on the topic in 
medical journals. . ." . 

Hem performs between 1,500 and 2,000 abortions a year. 
About 500 are on women 20 to 25 weeks pregnant .. Of those, 
about one-<juarter involve abnormal fetuses. He does be­
tween 10 and 25 abortions each year on women more than 
26 weeks pregnant, and all of them involve fetal abnonnaIi­
ties or serious maternal disease, he said. 

"It is true that a significant propOrtionoi llie community is 
offended by any abortion after 26 weeks that is not medically 
indicated," he said. "We practice medicine in a social context. 
So that is why I will not perform an abortion after 26 weeks 
just because a woman has decided $he does not want to carry 
the pregnancy to term." 

Women seeking an abortion late in pregnancy "are often 
young, frequently not married, and many have a child· al­
ready, or more," said Steve Lichtenberg, a obstetrician-gyne­
cologist in Chicago who does abortions up to 22 weeks of de­
velopment. Many are poor, have not completed school or 
established themselves in the work force, he said, and are in 
excellent health. 

"It's not uncommon for us to see several patients a week 

infant I treat," said K.J.S. Anand, a pediatrician at 
Atlanta's Emory University School of Medicine and 
Eggleston Children's Hospital and a prominent 
researcher on the question of fetal pain. "I have treated 
many 26· to 28-weekers. They react to pain and I do 
believe that they feel pain. This is a viewpoint that may _ 
not be shared by other people." 

Some doctors who perform late·term abortions believe 
that the pain issue is irrelevant bec.ause the anesthesia 
given the woman will also anesthetize the infant. In most 
cases these patients are given intravenous sedatives, 
barbiturates or potent opioid pain killers. 

Anesthesiologists, however, dispute this claim. 
"If you are using those drugs appropriately, then it ha3 

little or no effect on the fetus," said David Birnbach, . 
president of the Society for Obstetric Anesthesia and '" 
Perinatoiogy. "From a clinical point of view you can't .' 
depend on the fetus being asleep." 

Many anesthetic drugs get across the "placental 
barrier" and into the fetus but only after a delay and 
usually with less dramatic effects than they produce in 
the pregnant woman. 

Mark Rockoff, vice.-.chainnan 'of anesthesiology at 
Children's Hospital, in Boston, said he "would have grave 
concerns that if the operations are very fast that, indeed, 
the infants may not be adequately anesthetized." 

As physicians perform more procedures on unborn 
infants, the subject of fetal pain sensation is certain to' 
become more a practical, and less a philosophical, issue. 

The authors of the Lancet article noted this, and 
suggested that doctors consider giving "adequate 
analgesia (pain medication]" to fetuses just as they would· 
to newborns. They concluded their article with a 
stunning, though inevitable, observation: 

"This .applies not just to diagnostic and therapeutic 
procedures on the fetus, but possibly also to termination 
of pregnancy, especially by surgical techniques involving 
dismemberment. It 

who give a history of rape or incest. The nwnber who VOIWl 

teer that infonnation is substantially smaller than the nwn 
ber who've actually been subjected to social or sexual vic 
lence." 

Herbert Wiskind is the administrator of the 19-bed Mid 
town Hospital in Atlanta, whose four doctotll perform abou 
25 abortions a week on women at least 18 weeks pregnant 
In his experience many of the late procedures occur simpl: 
because of denial. 

"You have a yOWlg girl who becomes pregnant. sorneon, 
15 or 16 years old," be said. "She doesn't know how to te; 
her parents or her boyfriend. So she puts herself. on a die 
and tries to deny she's pregnant." 

However, Wiskind ~d, some'fetal defects aren't diag 
nosed until late in pregnancy for unavoidable reasons. Am 
niocentesis, one technique of fetal genetic screeniiig; is'doB 
between weeks 15 and 17 of pregnancy. Several weeks C3J 

then pass before test results are known, and when they indi 
cate a problem it often takes a woman several more weeks IJ 
decide about abortion, be said. In addition, many deformitie 
can only be diagnosed through sonograms and aren:! appar 
ent until the midpoint of pregnancy or later. r 

Thomas J. Mullin does abortions througb the 24th week 0 

gestation, as calculated by sonographic measurement of th, 
fetus's head. He practices in the New York area. . 

Of the procedures Mullin does in weeks 20 through 24 
about one-third are for fetal abnormalities, he said. In abou 
10 percent of cases, the woman has an illness, such 'as se,"ell 
diabetes or painful uterine-fibroids, that is not necessaril' 
life-threatening but is clearly made'worse by pregruincy. . 

"The remainder of them are just errors," he said. "Man' 
are young patients-12 to 20 years rod-who are,not ~ 
toum with their reproductive system as well as th~y shoull 
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Methods of Abortion 

About 90 percent of the 1.3 million abortions 
performed in the United States each year occur in 

. the first 12 weeks of fetal gestation. At that stage, 
'. the procedure is extremely safe and quite simple. 

A small suction catheter is put into the vagina and then 
inserted into the opening of the uterus, called the cervix. 
The embryo or fetus, which is generally less than three 
inches long, is "aspirated" out. 

Abortions done after the 20th week-roughly the 
midpoint of pregnancy-are another matter. They are 
riskier and more demanding, both technically and 
emotionally. 

At this relatively advanced stage, there are two general 
strategies for terminating pregnancy. One is to induce labor, 
often by injecting a toxic substance into the fetus with a 
needle inserted through the woman's abdomen. This method 
has fallen out of favor in the past 15 years because it 
requires the patient to undergo labor over several 
days-often alone, in pain on an obstetrical ward-before 
she delivers a dead fetus. 

More common now are techniques in which a physician 
removes the fetus-which at week 20 is about nine inches 
long-using surgical instruments while the woman is heavily 
sedated or anesthetized. 

Aithough the actual procedure often takes less than a half 
hour, several days are required to prepare a woman's 
reproductive tract for it. Specifically, small sticks of highly 
absorbent material are put into the cervix. As they pick up 
fluid and swell, they slowly open the cervix until it is large 

.enough for the.physician to insert instruments. However, 
the opening is never as large as it is atthe time of delivery, 
and not even large enough for the half developed fetus to get 
through. . 

Most abortion doctors circumvent this problem· by I 
dismembering the fetus and removing it" in pieces small· 
enough to pass through the cervix. This is obviously a fatal 
proc~ure, although in practice the fetus is often dead by the 
tnne.!t occurs,. 

The physician generally injects the fetus with one or more 
'toxic substances a day before surgery, a maneuver that 
softens the tissue and makes dismemberment easier. It also 
eliinii!ates any possibility a live birth will occur. 

. Alternatively, some doctors cut the umbilical cord, which 
kills the fetus, 15 or 20 minutes before the procedure. 

A few providers of late-stage abortions, however, use a 
different strategy. They remove the fetus intact. This 
requires less physical force than dismemberment and overall 
may be less riSky to the patient, although this has not been 
proved because no studies have compared the intact method 
to the dismemberment one. 

Practitioners oi the intact technique make efforts to open 
the cervix wider than usual, but it's never wide enough to 
accommodate the ietal head. So the doctors deliver the fetus 
feet,first until only the head remains inside the uterus. The 
doctor then makes a hole in the base of the fetal SKull and 
removes the brain and spinal fluid v.ith a suction hose. 
Because the bones of the skull have not yet fused to form a 
solid structure, the empty skull can then be flattened and 
brought through the cervix. 

Usually the fetus is dead when the doctor does this 
"decompression." If not, this maneuver obviously kills .it. In 
the latter case, the precise moment and cause of fetal deat 
is known-something that's not true with almost every 
other method of ending pregnancy and one reason that the 
method has raised such unusually strong emotions. 

ABORTION, From Page 17 

mous proportions .... For the physician who is willing to help ( 
the patient in this dilemma, choices are few. Intact D&E can of­
ten be the best among a short list of difficult options .... Deal­
ing with the tragic situations that I confront daily makes me con­
stantly aware that I can only limit the hurt by doing gentle 
surgery and giving sympathetic counsel." 0 

~---------~~-------~~~-------------
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Viability and' the Law 

The nonnal length of human gestation is 266 
days, or 38 weeks. This is roughly 40 weeks 
from a woman's last menstrual period. 
Pregnancy is often divided into three parts, or 

"trimesters." Both legally and medically, however, this 
division has little meaning. For one thing, there is little 
precise agreement about when one trimester ends and 
another begins. Some authorities describe the first tri­
me~ter as going through the end of the 12th week of 
gestation. Others say the 13th week. Often the third 
trimester is defined as beginning after 24 weeks of fetal 
development. 

Nevertheless, the trimester concept-and particularly 
the division between the second and third ones-com­
monly arises in discussion of late-stage abortion. 

Contrary to a widely held public impression, third-tri­
mester abortion is not outlawed in the United States. 
The landmark Supreme Court decisions Roe v. Wade 
and Doe v. Bolton, decided together in 1973, permit 
abortion on demand up until the time of fetal ··viability." 
After that point, states can limit a woman's access to 
abortion. The court did not specify when viability begins. 

In Doe v. Bolton the court ruled that abortion could be 
performed after fetal viability if the operating physician 
judged the procedure necessary to protect the life or 
health of the woman. "Health" was broadly defined. 

"Medical judgment may be exercised in the light of all 
factors-physical, emotional, psychological, familial and 
the woman's age-relevant to the well-being of the pa­
tient," the court wrote. "AII these factors may relate to 
health. This allows the attending physician the room he . 
needs to make his best medical judgment." 

Because of this definition, life-threatening conditions 
need not exist in order for a woman to get a third-trimes­
ter abortion. 

For most'of the century, however, viability was con­
fined' to the third trimester because neonatal intensive­
care medicine was unable to keep fetuses younger than 
that alive. This is no longer the case. 

In an article published in the journal Pediatrics in 
1991;' physicians reported the experience of 1,765 in­
fants born with a very low birth weight at sevenhospi­
tals. About 20 percent of those babies were considered 
to be at 25 weeks' gestation or less. Of those that had 
completed 23 weeks' development, 23 percent survived. 
At 24 weeks, 34 percent survived. None of those infants 
was yet in the third trimester. 

ABORTION, FrotH Page 14 

be, so they get stuck later than they want in pregnancy. They 
get surprised, basically." 

jaroslav HuJka, a professor of obstetrics and gynecology at 
the University of North Carolina, supervises a teaching program 
whose physicians do 250 to 300 abortions a year on women car­
rying fetuses between 13 and 22 weeks old. 

"Ninety-five percent of those are normal-that's fair to say," 
he said; Occasionally, fetuses up to 24 weeks old are aborted if 
they have a condition incompatible with life. The physicians use 
the dismemberment technique-an arduous and PQtemially 
risky procedure. 

"The technique that the Congress is concerned about [intact 
D&El is a level of skill above this," HuIka said. "They are doing 
what we're all supposed to do-namely, minimize the risk to the 
patient." 

Practitioners of the intact procedure argue that their method' 
is the least traumatic among the many variants of dilation and 
evacuation abortions used and is not-as their critics cJaim­
the most barbarous. In testimony submitted last year ·to a con­
gressional subcommittee, the late James McMahon wrote: 

"In a desired pregnancy, when the baby is damaged or the 
mother is at risk, the decision to abort may be intellectually ob­
vious, but emotionally it is always a personal anguish of enor­

See ABORTION, Page 19 
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Post-Workout 'Carbo Snacks'. Can Help Refuel Muscles, Avoid Fatigue 

By carol Krucillf 
SpecW to The wuhUigtoo Pc.n 

Most exercisers pay attention to their pre~workout 
meal to make sure they fuel themselves properly 
for peak performance. Vet many fail to recognize 
that the timing and choice of fOods and fluids 

consumed after a tough workout can be just as critical. 
"People who exercise bard should consume carbohydrates 

within the first 30 minutes after activity to refuel their 

muscles and boost recovery" notes Riverside, Calif., sports 
nutritionist Ellen Coleman. Intense activity can deplete 
muscles of their predominant fuel, gIycogen; it can be 
replaced by eating carbohydrates such as starches and 
sugars. The body breaks down carbohydrates into the simple 
sugar glucose for use as its principal energy source. Glucose 
is stored in the muscles and liver as glycogen. . 

"When athletes come to me complaining of chronic fatigue, one 
of the first things 1 do is assess their carbohydrate intake," 
Coleman says. "Many exercisers don't eat sufficient carbohydrates' 
to fuel their activity, particularly if they're restricting calories to 
lose weight, and that can get them into trouble." 

lnunediately consuming "recovery carhs" is particularly 
important for anyone who must perform physical!y several times a 
day, such as foothall playe" involved in twtra-day workouts, 
aerobics instructors and competitors in all-day tournaments. 
Ideally, people who exercise to eshaustion should consume 
carbohydrate-rich foods and beverages right after their workouh 
Coleman says, ~ten the enzymes responsible for makingglyoogen 
are most active and will most rapidly replenish the muscle's 
depleted glycogen stores. 

addition, it's important to fuel exercise by eating wholesome foods 
in a balanced diet that is made up of 60 In 70 percent 
carbohydrates, 15 percent protein and no more than 25 percent 
fat. . 

Exercisers who posh themselves daily, pacticoIarly those who 
work out for an hour or more, need to plan ahead and have a 
"carbo snack" availahle right after their activity. Clark advises 
athletes to stock their gym bags with easily portable snacks such 
as graham crackers, fruit juiai;pretzels and dried fritit. Rushed 
morning exercisers should keep plenty or quick-grab "carbs" ori 
hand such as fresh fruit, bagels and low-fat II1IlfIins. 

But beware of eating high-fat foods to satisfy post-exercise 
hunger, notes Clark, since "that pint of Ha.1gen-Dazs may fill 
your stomach, but it woo't fuel your muscles." 

A rule of thumb is to consume half a gram of carbohydrate 
per pound of body weight innnediately after activity, then again 
every two hours for six to eight hours. For a ISO-pound person. 
this would equal 75 grams (300 calories) of carbohyilrates for 
each "carbo snack." Good choices include eight ounces of orange 
juice and a bageL 16 ounces of cranberry juice. or a bowl of . 
cornflakes with milk and a banana. 

While consuming high-carbohydrate sports drinks can be a -
convenient way of refueling muscles. "be aware that carbo 
drinks lack most of the vitamiIis and minfrals that accompany 
,\'holesome natural foods, unless they are fortified," Clark saxs. 
"Theyalso tend to be more "eJqienshre'tb.a.D tOor1s." 

Aerobic exercisers aren't the only athletes who can benefit 
from recovery carbs. Serious strength trainers also need to 
refuel muscles "ith carbohydrates, aIid may also beuefit irom 
eating some protein one, to two ~ after exercise, says 
Seattle sports nutritionist Susan Kleiner. She ofi-." this reciPe 
for a homemade "post exercise, carb-protein supplement": Mix a _' 
packet of instant breakfast with eigbt ounces of skim milk, a 
banana and a tablespoon of peanut butter and blend until 
smooth. One serving provides 438 calories, 70 grams of 
carbohydrates; 17 grams of protein and 10 grams of fat. 

Since many athletes aren't hungry right after exercise, '\t's fine 
to refuel with liquid sources of carbohydrate, such as apricot 
nectar or apple-cranherry juice, or whatever ynor system will 
tolerate," says Brcokfine, Masso, sports nutritionist Nancy C!ark. 
Fitness exercisers who work out moderately several times a week 
need not worry ahaut immediately consuming carbohydrates after 
exercise, notes Clark, since activity that isn't lengthy or streilUODS 
isn't tikeIy to deplete glycogen stores. 

Athletes should be wary of popular highi'rntein, 
. . _Iow-Carhnhydrate diets, note these sports nutritionists. since 

-lLlUSlWAlION Bf "'-'lTn-E'!" 5rR~I.ISHCfj Tti! W.S·tfl~~'l'Q\ Mf . active people who don't consume adequate'Carbohydrates will However, all active people should stay properly. hydrated by 
drinking plenty of water before, during and after acti,ity .. 1n 

BUFFALO STEAK IS LEANER.&-.. 
BUT CATILEMEN UNWORRlw 
Lto 'steaks 'contain about one-third the 
fat of choice-grade beef rib-eyes but 
otherwise are nutritionally similar, 
according to a study hy a North Dakota 
State University meat Scientist. 

Uncooked-buffalo (bison) nb-eyes contain. 
ahout 2:2 percent fa~ r.oughly a third of that 
found in the typical heef rib-eye sold in 
stores; said Marty Marchello. whose study 
was requested and partially funded by the, 
bison industry. . . 

MarcheUo analyzed 90 grain-fed bison 
frOm nine states'and three Canadian 
prO\.inces for 1 1/2 years. His findings back 

, up pre.vious studies. which, although . 
sketchy, touted bison as a lean alternative to 
beef. 

"11lis is very supportive of what we've 
been saying:' said Dennis Sexhus, chief 
operating officer of the North American 

Bison Cooperative in New Rockford, N.D. 
. Wade Moser. executive vice president of 
the North Dakota Stockmen's Association, 
Said MaicheDo's study does not worrY the 
beef industry. "We don't look at the bison 
industry a'being head-to-head competition. 
We think that there's room for them," he 

·s3id. 
Both bison and beef are low in sodium 

and high in iron, and their cholesterol levels 
are about the same, MarcheUo·said. "(think 
lean beef is just a$ good for you·as bison 
meat," he said, but added. "We don.'t have 
all the answers yet" . 
. Sexhus said that the fat in bison tends to 
be outside the muscle and thus not part of' 
the meat "Any fat-they put on is"between 
the muscle, not in the muscle, and you don't 
see marbling. rThis] leads to a naturally 
leaner-product. ' 
~In bison we're primaril)· slaughtering 

excess males that haven't been neutered. 
.. A natural male does not tend to marble 

be too esh;!usted for strenuous workouts day after day. t3 

the meat or put on the fat'that a neutered 
male does. I'm sure if we castrated our 
bison they'd also be somewhat fatter: ' 

Bison proVides "exacdy the same cuts as 
beef,7 5exhus said. "Th.e carcasses look 
very similar." Bison meat'is also .made into 
hot dogs, sausage and jerky, he said. 

About250,OOO buffalo are commercially 
raised fu North America, and industry 
experts project that number to grow' to. 
313.000 hy 2005. 

The increaSing interest in bison comes as 
Americans are eating more beef. Americans 
who ate out last year ordered 6.87 billion 
servings of beef, about 3 percent more than 
the previous year, the National Cattlemen's 
Beef Association said. 

The bulk.of that beef-and a major reason 
for the total beef increase-was ~. 
hamburgers, 5.2 billion of them, 200 million 
more than in 1994; according to NPD/Crest 
Research, which compiled the figures for 
the cattlemen's group. And most of the 
burger increase came from fast-food 
restaurants. 

Beef servings in restaurants (both full­
service and quick-seJVice 

establishments) have risen steadily 
through the decade. up from 6.22 

, billion in 1991. the association said. 
More than 40 percent of the beef 

consumed in the United States is sold 
through restaurants. 

-Associated ~s and staff reports 
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Hickey, lawmaker join foes 
o~,partia1-birth abortions 
SUpPOrt ovenide 
of Clinton veto 
By Julia ;Ouin 
niE WASHINGlON TIMES 

As Congress approaches a vote 
to overturn President Clinton's 
veto of the partial-birth abortion 
ban, two abortion opponents have 
emerged at the fore: the Catholic 
archbishop of Washington and a 
Presbytertan congressman from 
Florida. 

Cardinal James Hickey, who 
celebrated his 50th anniversary as 
a pries~ Yesterday and is close to 
retirement, is summoning numer­
ous Catholic dignitaries' here 
Thursday to oppose President 
Clinton's. abortion policies, 

F1anked by 40 bishops and seven 
cardinals - including cancer­
stricken Chicago Cardinal Joseph 
Bemardiri - Cardinal Hickey will 
lead an eCumenical prayer service 
on the West Thrrace of the Capitol. 
. He will then walk to the Capitol 

Hill offices of Maryland Sens, Paul 
S. Sarbanes and Barbara A. Mikul­
ski to deliver an estimated 100,000 
postcards against partial-birth 
abortion gathered over'the week­
end from 145 parishes in the Wash­
ington .\rChdiocese, which serves 
five Maryland counties· and the 
District. Parishioners were asked. 
to fill out the cards during Masses 
yesterdaY .. 

Catholics across the cotlntry 

~~=d~ s:!::.,::~~ ~~~~~ 
gress in support of a.. veto override. 
Of those, 2.8 million were received 
by members of the.liouse and 3.1 
million by members of the Senate. 

\ Pitney:Bowes, the independent 
contractor handling House postal 
serviceSihired - at its own ex-' 
pense -" 10 extra staffers to pro­
cess the backlog, said James 
Davison,spokesIIian for House 
Chief Administrative Officer Scot 

. Faulkner. 
Cardinal Hickey has appeared 

before TV cameras before to op­
pose the ,grisly procedure, which 
occurs ·infrequentlyand involves 
fetuses With serious abnormalities 

, and a pel'tielved threat to the moth-
,er's health. ' I 

In a partial-birth abortion the 
unborn child is delivered feet-first 

Rep. Charles T. Canady 

Four anesthesiologists 
testified on March 21 
that the unborn child 
feels pain during the ' 
procedure. 

up to its neck, after which its 
brains are sucked out with a cath­
'eter, causing its skull to collapse. 
Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan, 
New York Democrat, has called 
the procedure "too close to infan­
ticide" for the government to con­
done. 

The House passed a bill by a 
vote· of 286-129 that would have 
made it a fel9ny for doctors to per­
form the procedure. The Senate 
later passed the same bill 54-44. In 
the House, 290 votes are neces­
sary to override a veto; 67 are re­
quired for a Senate override. 

The bill exempts prosecution in, 
cases where the mother's life was 
in immediate. danger. Mr. Clinton 
has sought additional language al­
lowing the procedure when a "se­
rious threat" to 'the mother's 
health was present. 

On April 1, Cardinal Hickey and 
three other bishops and cardinals 
were joined by almost 600 catho­
lics outside the White House in a 
protest against partial-birth abor-

~t lUtWf}btgtou mitrtt~ 
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tions. Despite a driving rain, the 
protestors marched and recited 
the rosary, all the while shielding 

. their candles from the deluge. 
President Clinton vetoed the 

ban io days later. In a White House 
ceremony; Mr. Clinton stood with, 
five women who said they had 
undergone p8rtiaI-birth abortions 
because of ~edical complications, ' 

Seeing this, Rep. Charles T. ' 
Canady, Florida' Republican and 
chairman of the House Judiciary 
subcommittee on the Constitution, ' 
held a series of hearings designed' 
to undermine Mr. Clinton's ratio­
nale for vetoing the partial-birth 
abortion ban. 

Mr. Canady, 42, questioned as: . 
sertions by Planned Parenthood 
and the Clinton administration 
that the unborn child feels no pain 
during a partial-birth abortion be-

, cause of the anesthesia given the 
mother. , 

Four anesthesiologists testified 
on March 21 that the unborn child 
feels pain during the procedure. 

Mr. Canady also called before 
the committee Brenda Pratt ,,'. 
Shafer, an Ohio nurse who in 1993 " 
watched three partial-birth abor­
tions at a clinic in Dayton. 

One month later, Mr. Canady, 
'contested, another Clinton claim, 
this one being that the partial­
birth abortion bill violates Roevs. 
Wade, the landmark 1973 Supreme .. 
Court decision that legalized abor- . 
tion. ' 

Harvard Law School professor 
Mary Ann Glendon and University 
of Notre Dame law professor'. 
Doug Kmiec disputed Mr. Clin-

, ton's assertion about the ban's ef- ,: 
fect on Roe vs. Wade. ' 

In late July, they testified before 
Mr. Canady that partial-birth abor­
tions are never necessary to pro­
tect the health of the mother. 

. Accompanying them were five 
women - to match the five who 
joined Mr. Clinton at his veto cere­
mony' - who declined to abort 

, their children even after learning 
they were deformed. 

Displaying photos of their chil­
dren, most of whom died within a 
few hours of birth, the women said , 
the births did no damage to their.· 
health or fertility. 

Mr. Canady predicted the House 
will override Mr. Clinton's veto. He 
decribed the outlook iii the Senate 
as "troubling:' 
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Tobacco firms puff minions into lobbying 
By Jim Drinkard 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

The tobacco industry spent more 
than $15 million in the first hllif of 1996 
to thwart federal efforts to curtail teen­
age smoking, raise the industry's taxes 
and restrict its advertising. 

Industry giant Philip Morris led the 
way with $11.3 million, according to 
the first-ever reports disclosing- spe­
cial interests' real expenses in lobby­
ing Congress, federal agencies and the 
White House. 

Congressional clerks who reviewed 
. the reports say Philip Morris' total ap­

peared to be the largest so far among 
some 12,000 companies and groups 
that filed midyear reports over the past 
two months. . 

"We have had a lot of federal atten­
tion from regulators and the White 

House:' saii! Thomas Lauria, a spokes­
man for the 1Obacco Institute, a trade 
association. "It's never easy communi­
cation, because tobacco is controver­
sial on many, many levels." 

The industry, once given deference,,, 
in washington, has seen its credibility 
eroded in recent years by charges that 
executives covered up knowledge. of 
the damaging and addictive nature of 
cigarettes, said Michael Pertschuk, an 
anti-tobacco researcher and activist at 
the Advocacy Institute.' 

_ "They have the deepest pockets 
imaginable, and they have the most at 
stake:' Mr. Pertschuk said. "The very­
heart of their industry is under attack." 

The industry's political vulnerabil­
ity was heightened last month when 
President Clinton declared nicotine an 
addictive drug and ordered that ciga­
rettes for the first time be regulated by 

the Food and Drug Administration. 
Not only is the industry pouring 

money into lobbying, it also is spending 
millions to influence lawmakers 
_ through campaign donations and addi­
tional millions to defend itself against 
lawsuits. 
, Thirteen states have sued to recover 
smoking-related health care costs. 
Eight class-action .suits are pending, 
filed by smokers who claim they be­
came hooked while the industry con­
cealed the addictive nature of its prod~ 
uct. 

Meanwhile, the Justice Department 
continues with its criminal probe into 
whether tobacco company officials 
have lied to Congress in recent years 
or misled lawmakers about whether 
they knew of addictive properties in 
nicotine. . 

A senior law enforcement official, 

9661 '6 H:TlHWTlJ.dTlS 'AVGNOW· 
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speaking on condition of anonymity, 
said yesterday that numerous tobacco 
company researchers have been sub­
poenaed in recent weeks to testify be­
fore a federal grand jury in Washing­
ton that is looking into the tobacco 
companies' stance on nicotine. 

With these far-ranging legal battles 
as a backdrop, records show that dur-­
ing the first 18 months of the current 
two-year election cycle, tobacco com­
panies gave $4.75 million in unreg­
ulated "soft money" to the two major 
parties - about $4 million to the GOP 
and about $750,000 to the Democrats. 

Philip Morris' lobbying report de­
tails the breadth of the lobbying battle 
the industry has been forced to wage. 
In addition to 11 registered lobbyists in 
its Washington office, the' company 

see TOBACCO, page A15 
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contracted with 22 Washington law 
or lobbying firms. 

It reported lobbying on legisla­
tion that would restrict 'youths' 
access to tobacco, eliminate to: 
bacco advertising costs all a tax-' 
deductible -business expense, 
grant FDA regulatory power over 
their products, and restrict smok­
in& on airplanes and in work­
places. 

Philip Morris paid the Arnold & 
Porter law firm $240,000 to rep­
resent it on issues including FDA 
regUlation of tobacco; former 
House doorkeeper James T. Mol­
loy $20,000 to lobby on proposed 

youth-smoking regulations; and 
the firm of former Rep. Ed Jenk­
ins $140,000 to protect it against 
proposed increases in excise 
taxes. 

Company spokeswoman Dar­
ienne Dennis noted that the figure 

- also includes money spent to ad­
vance the corporation's interests 
in the food and beer businesses. 
Philip Morris "has a right to lobby 
on matters of impact to its busi­
ness, just like others:' she said. 

Miss Dennis acknowledged that 
the current climate for tobacco is, 
"as always, a challenging environ­
ment," 

Other leading spenders in­
cluded the Thbacco Institute, 
nearly $1.3 million; u.s. 1Obacco, 
$920,000; R.J. Reynolds 1Obacco, 
$859,670; and the Smokeless 10-
bacco Council, $600,000. 

. The new lobbying law requires 
all interests that engage in signifi­
cant lobbying in Washington to; 
re~ister 'I:Ind to disclose a good- I 
faith estl!TIate of lObbying ex- : 
penses tWice a Year. The law went 
into effect Jan. 1. 

The reports are "certainly a 
clear indication that the tobacco 
industry is still a major power on 
the Hill and has a tremendous' 
amount of clout:' said John Ban­
Zhaf of Action on Smoking and 
Health, an anti-tobacco group .. 

He said- the spending may lay' 
the groundwork for efforts next 
year to engineer a legislative end 

-run around the new FDA reg­
~Iations, which are expected to be 
tied up in court challenges for 
years. 
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Guest Opinion 

An agenda without the facts 

IGover the past several months, I have taken 
part in more radio programs about partial birth 

rtion than I can count Most of these have 
call-in formats. And'so they are a great way to listen to 
what's on the public mind when it'comes to partial birth 
abortions and the effort to ban 
them nationally. One thing has 
become clear through all these 
many months of talking and 
listening: in order to resolve 
their fundamental question 
about the morality of the par­
tial birth abortion, a lot of 

, Americans wish 

to treat a pregnant woman 

At present many people seem a little puzzled. While 
they've heard a lot about the politics of the partial-birth 
deba\,e. they haven't heard much about its medical 
aspects. To the extent they have, they have most likely 
heard that there are women who claim that their doctors 
told them that they must have partial-birth abortions to 
preserve their lives, their health, or their future fertility. 

They might also know that these women, and the very 
sick babies they had aborted, are regularly held up by the 
president of the United States and by some members of 
Congress as the primary reason why the president didn't 
and Congress shouldn't, ban this' procedure outright 

But again and again on these same radio programs, 
one or two citizens will call in and ask a version of the 
same question. Couldn't Ii woman have a cesarean sec­
tion to deliver her baby alive even if her baby was very 
sick or disabled? Couldn't she have a regular delivery 
and let the baby die on its own time instead of being 
killed by the brutal partial-birth method? How does it 
make sense to argue that--once you force a baby into a 
breech position, and drag her outside the mother except 
for the head-preserving the mother's health and fertil­
ity requires you to stab the child in the head rather than 
simply delivering her alive? This question-the med­
ical necessity of the partial-birth aborti!)n-seems to 
have emerged as the central medicaVmoral question of 
the whole debate. Funny thing is, though, very few 
media stories have taken on this question. The 
American Medical News and the Washington TImes are 
the exceptions. But though each is respected, neither is 
widely circulated. Sadly, a more typical example of 
media coverage is a recent 60 Minutes report that 

by Helen Alvare 

promised much but delivered little. Producers from 60 
Minutes assured me they intended to get to the heart of 
the medical evidence. But the results were a segment 
filled with politics and emotion but no medical insight 

Why interview doctors, professors, and experts 
when you can interview a late-term abortion­

ist-a member of the National Abortion Federation, the 
most aggressive public apologist for partial-birth abor­
tion-who is willing to defend partial-birth abortions, 
even if that means disavowing prior quoted statements 
to the contrary? Why not give any air time at all to the 
prevailing, mainstream medical view that there is no 

. medical indication whatsover for partial-birth abor­
tions? Why provide millions of Americans who tune 
into 60 Minutes every week precisely the medical 
information they are seeking to resolve the question in 
their minds? Why not indeed unless the unthinkable is 
true: 60 Minutes had an agenda all its own. And it did­
n't involve letting the public hear the ugly little secret 
that there are no true medical indications for partial­
birth abortions. Only political ones. 

Helen M. Alvare is the director of planning and infor­
mationfor the Secretariat for Pro-life Activities. 
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Army starts probe 
of FBI files figure 
for laptop misuse 
Marceca now faces 4 investigations 
By George Archibald 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

The Defense Criminal Investi­
gative Service (DCIS) has opened 
a separate probe of Anthony B .. 
Marceca, the Anny investigator 
who improperly acquired FBI 
background files for the Clinton 
White House, the Anny disclosed 
in response to inquiries by The 
Washington Times. 

The Anny Criminal Investiga­
tion Command said the DCIS, an 
arm of the Defense Department's 
inspector general, is probing Mr. 
Marceca's possible misuse of an 
Army-issued laptop computer to 
remove sensitive FBI file informa­
tion and other data from the White 
House in 1994. 

Mr. Marceca remains a G5-13·. 
civilian investigator for the 
Army's procurement fraud unit at 
Fort Belvoir while he and D. Craig 
Livingstone, former White House 
personnel security director, also 
are subjects of a criminal probe by 
independent counsel Kenneth W. 
Starr and inquiries by two con­
gressional committees for their 
role in improperly obtaining more 
than 900 FBI files of former 
Reagan-Bush presidential aides. 

Brig. Gen. Daniel A. Doherty, 
Mr. Marceca's commanaer, re­
fused to be interviewed about 
steps to retrieve the portable 
Army computer his investigator 
used to store and take home sensi­
tive FBI file information and other 
documents when he was detailed 
to the White House from August 
1993 to February 1994. 

. Gen. Doherty's spokesman, 
John P. Boyce Jr., said questions 
involving Mr. Marceca's possible 
misuse of his Army computer, re­
trieval of sensitive FBI data and 
other government information 
transported to Mr. Marceca's 
home on the computer, and viola­
tions of the Arm,y's code of con­
duct and other regulations were 
being investigated by the DCIS 
and Mr. Starr .. 

The office of DCIS Director 
Donald Mancuso referred inquir­
ies to the Pentagon's public affairs. 
office. Spokeswoman Susan P. 
Hansen said the DCIS investiga­
tion was "not strictly" a criminal 
probe of Mr. Marceca. 

She said the Pentagon's inspec­
tor general, through the DCIS, also 
was responding to a request by the 
Senate Governmental Affairs 
Committee to determine "each in­
stance wherein Deparrment of De­
fense background information 
was released from DoD to the 

Anthony B. Marceca 

. White House from January 1993 
through July of 1996." 

Mr. Marceca has inwked his 
Fifth Amendment privilege 
against self-incrimination in re­
fusing to tum over wrongly taken 
FBI and White House files subpoe­
naed by the House Government' 
Reform and Oversight and Senate 
Judiciary committees. 

It is not known how many indi­
viduals' FBI background file data 
Mr. Marceca took out of the White 
House. He revealed last month, in 
response to an earlier House sub­
poena, that he had FBI file infor­
mation and other government doc­
uments at home when he turned 
over two computer discs listing the I 
documents. But he withheld three 
pages of listed FBI documents on I 
his attorney's advice. . 

Gen .. Doherty refused to say 
yesterday whether the Anny had 
attempted to retrieve the govern­
ment computer and its data before 
the DCIS probe began this month. 

The general also declined to re­
spond to inquiries from The Times 
concerning Mr. Marceca's fre­
quent absences from his Anny job 
to visit Mr. Livingstone at the 
White House'" from March 1 to July 

. 31, 1993, before he was formally 
detailed there for six months. 

Republicims 'have charged that 
Mr. Livingstone and Mr. Marceca 
were searching FBI background 
files of former Republican pres­
idential aides at the White House 
to dig up "political dirt" on Clinton 
administration opponents. But no 
evidence has yet been found to 
support that claim. 

CORRECTION 
A report in yesterday's editions 

of The Washington Times did not 
make clear the source of quoted 
information about a proposed 
religious-freedom amendment to 
the Constitution. The quotation, 
defining the proposed amend­
ment's goals, came from its pre­
amble. 



House 
eases 
ruIeon 
additives 
Delaney Clause 
too restrictive 

By Brian Blomquist 
THE YW;tiINGTON TIMES 

Congress is on the verge of 
changing a 38-year-old food- I 
processing rule that has grown ob- ' 
solete with advances in technol­
ogy. 

Known as the Delaney Clause, 
the rule was adopt«;!d in 1958 when 
public fears about the causes of 
cancer were high but information 
was scant. It prohibits those in the 
food business from adding any­
thing that poses even the most re­
mote risk of causing cancer. 

New technology, however, can 
detect the tiniest bits of residue, 
one part per billion, an amount so 
small that scientists don't consider 
it a health risk. Yet the detection of 
such residue might cause the gov­
ernment to prohibit more.than 80 
pesdcides. . 

On 1IJesday, the House voted 
417-0 to replace the Delaney" 
Clause with a new rule, and' the 
Senate Agriculture Committee 
voted 18-0 for the same bill yester­
day. The Senate could pass the bill 
this week, and White House offi­
cials say President Clinton will 
sign the bill into law. 

The bill would create a single 
standard for raw and processed 
foods, permitting pesticides that 
pose less than a one-in-a-million 
lifetime risk of cancer. The bill 
also builds in a safety factor for 
health risks other than cancer. 
T Exemptions from the standards 
to ensure a stable food supply 
would be strictly limited, and the 
measure requires that the public 
be informed when crop emergen-

Conservatives have 
tried for years to 
repeal the Delaney 
Clause as an example 
of government. 
overregulation. 

cies dictate relaxation of the can­
cer standard. 

The key provision of the bill is 
the elimination of the Delaney 
Clause. 

"Delaney absolutely was so in­
flexible that it was harmful to both 
the producers of food and the con­
sumer," said Sen. John W. Warner. 
Virginia Republican and' a mem­
ber of the Senate Agriculture 
Committee. • 

. ' 
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Conservatives have been trying 
to repeal the Delaney Clause for 
years, often pointing to it as a typi­
cal example of harmful govern-
ment overregulation. . 

Rep. Thomas J. Bliley Jr., Vir­
ginia Republican and chairman of 
the House Commerce Committee, 
negotiated the repeal of the De­
laney Clause with Rep.s. John D. 
Dingell, Michigan Democrat and 
Mr. Bliley's predecessor as chair­
man, and Henry A. Waxman, Cali- , 
fornia Democrat. 

The impetus to move the bill. 
quickly was a recent federal court 
decision that ordered the govern­
ment to strictly enforce the De-: 
laney Clause in areas where it' 
hadn't. 1b satisfy the court, the En­
vironmental Protection Agency 
was prepared to ban more than 80 
pesticides by the end of the year. 

EPA Administrator Carole M. 
Browner called the bill "a major 
step forward in ensuring a safe, 
healthy life for American fam­
ilies." 

Mr. Bliley called it "a landmark 
bipartisan agreement that will 
bring federal regulation of food. 
producers into the 21st century." 

Under current law, fresh foods 
are subject to a different standard' 
than processed foods, . 

Because of the separate stanO' 
dard for processed foods, such as' 
ketchup, Mr. Bliley said, "a new' 
safer pesticide often couldn't be', 
used on raw tomatoes, simply be- ' 
cause it formed a carcinogenic 1'&. 
sidue when processed as tomato; 
paste - while an older pesticide, 
posing potentially greater' risks,: 
would be retained." 

Mrs. Browner said the bill in­
cludes three major items re-' 
quested by the administration: . 
standards to limit health risks, 
new protections for children and 
expansion of the consumer's right 
to know about pesticide risks. 

Doctors 
deny health 
value of late I 

abortions 
By Julia Duin 
THE 'N.SHINGTON TIMES 

President Clinton is preaching 
medical nonsense by claiming that 
a form of late-term abortion pro­
tects a mother's health or fertility, 
three physicians said yesterday. 

"So many physicians like myself 
watch in disbelief as false medical 
facts about partial-birth abortions 
get circulated in the public 
square;' Dr. Nancy Romer, a Day­
ton, Ohio, obstetrician, said at a 
briefing to announce the founding 
of the Physicians Ad-hoc Coalition 
for'Iruth (phact). 

"In fact" she said "there's a lot 
of eviden~e they ~y do harm to 
women," 

Phact, to be based in Alexan­
dria, aims to counteract pro­
choice claims about partial-birth 
abortion; in which a doctor deliv­
ers an unborn child feet first up to 
its neck, punctures the skull and 
sucks out the brain. 

She and two Michigan doctors 
said they were most incensed by 
the president's claim that such 
abortions are medically necessary 
for mothers of deformed children. 

Mr. Clinton made this argument 
in his April 10 veto statement on 
the Partial Birth Abortion Ban 
Act. The ceremony featured five 
women who said they underwent 
such abortions for health reasons. 

"These were honest women who 
were sadly misinformed;' said Dr. 
Joseph DeCook, a Grand Rapids, 
Mich., obstetrician. "There is no 
literature that testifies to the 
safety of partial-birth abortion. It's 
a maverick procedure devised by 
maverick doctors who wish to de­
liver a dead fetus." 

Instead of protecting a woman's 
fertility, such abortions endanger 
it by using methods that could lead 
to an infection, causing sterility, 
Dr. DeCook said. 

The child, who cooed and gur­
gled while Mrs. Goin spoke, has 
undergone many painful surger­
ies and eight blood transfusions, 
she said, as the organs, one by one, 
have been inserted into his body. 

"The worst-case scenarios that 
were painted by the doctors did not 
come to fruition, and we are thank­
ful that our son was allowed the 
opportunity to fight;' she said. 
"My ability to have more children 
was not affected at all." 

The other four women, who have 
requested a meeting with the pres­
ident, displayed photos of children 
who died. 

Several said their conditions 
were sitnilar to those of the women 
with whom Mr. Clinton spoke. 

A 1993 report by the National 
Academy of Sciences identified , 
infants and children as especially i 
vulnerable to the risks. I 

The bill would require the EPA ' 
to screen for substances known as i 
endocrine disruptors that could 
raise the risk of breast cancer or 
reproductive illnesses. 

He also said that drawing out 
the child in a breech position "is a 
very dangerous procedure, and 
you could tear the uterus:' He said 
a ruptured uterus could cause the 
mother to bleed to death in 10 min-
utes. / 

• This article is based in part on 
wire service reports. 

The puncturing of the child's I 
skull also produces bone shards 
that could puncture the uterus. 

$I It sounds like science fiction:' 
Dr. DeCook said. "It's not taught in 
any residency program in the 
country." 

Joining the doctors were five 1 
women who said they elected not 
to abort when they discovered they 
were carrying deformed children. 

Among them was Whitney Goin, 
who was with her husband, Bruce. 
The Orlando, F1a., couple arrived 
holding their 100month-old son, 
Andrew, whom doctors offered to 
abort when they learned he would 
be born with sevel'lil vital organs 
outside his body. 
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Posturing on' Abortion Observer 
RUSSELL BAKER 

By Robert F. Drinan 
calls this procedure a "partial 
birth," a term that experts reject as 
a misnomer. Indeed, the American 

WASHINGTON College of Obstetricians and Gyne-

T
he indignant voices of cologists supported the veto. 

Easy 
As 
Pie 

· the pro-life movement President Clinton said he would 
and the Republican sign a bill regulating,late-term abor­
Party will likely reach tions if it provided an eXception for 
new decibels in the women whose health might be at risk 
campaign to urge Con- if they did not have the procedure. As 

· gress to override President Clinton's the bill stands, the abortion would be' --'" .. ----. 
allowe' d .only I'f a woman ml'ght dl'e The Whitewater business is easy The bailout cost billions. After the · veto of the bill banning so-called par- . 'df I f 
without I·t. Mr. Clinton I'S serious. As enough to understand: A bunch of Government prosecuted a han u 0 tial-birth abortions. But Congress ' , 

should sustain the' veto, The bill does Governor of Arkansas. he signed a 'people in Arkansas are charged with scoundrels who, had milked theIr 
bill profilhltmg late abortions except operating a small savings and loan businesses for milliOns, the scandal ,not provide an exception for women v - --' 

whose heaIth IS at risk and it wOUld for mmors Impregnated b.v rape. or as if it were their own Pl'9perty. The was allowed to die quietly, written off 
be virtually unenforceable. incest or Whel!.. theMlmap;~m;; or further suggestion is that President as an unfortunate example of some-

I wnte Ws as a JesUIt priest who heaIth is endangeTed. and Mrs. Clinton were in cahoots thing or other about which it' would 
agrees with Vatican II, which said In B!IY case, a conviction would be with this crowd when they invested be unwise to upset people. 
abortion is virtually infanticide, and difficult to obtain If the bill became in a real-estate development named Partiy this was because Demo-' 

I h 'th law. 'A"aI experts S"" that doctors' "Whitewater." crats and Republicans, being equally as a, awyer w 0 wants e Clinton....... "" 
Administration to do more to carry could argue that the language was Republicans have been agitating to blame for the disaster, chose to 
out its pledge to make abortions rare too vague for a measure that Im- the word "Whitewater" for several play it pianissimo. But now, hoW'S 

years, obviously hopiitg it may, en- this for delicious irony: Suppose -in this country. 
, The bill the President vetoed courage Americans to call the Presi- just suppose, mind you - it turns out 
would not reduce 'the number of Co' dent a crook. This result would grat- President Clinton actually was con-
abortiOnS, lIut wollo allow Federal ngress forgoes ity them for two reasons: spiring with the Little Rock savings-
Power to lfitfude mto the practice of First, since many Americans have and-loan crowd His defenderS would 
medICine m an unprecedented way. its chance to get a ~~ ca:fe~.the Republik,can :esid:t be superbly positioned to take the 
,It would aIso detract from the urgent I ar !Xon a croo n mg e Nixon line: "They all did it:" 

d d bo law on the books. ,Democrat Clinton with the crook The money involved in Whitewater ,nee to ecrease a rtions, especial- d Id th b f 
I d wor wou restore e alance 0 is peanuts compared W1'th what the , y among unwe teen-agers. b 
. The Partial-Birth Abortion, Ban iIIingsgate. It would also JUStify the big-time savings-and-Ioan. sWindles 
A, t ed th H b 286 129 classic defense of Nixon; to wit, that involVed. It is a sum that brings to " c pass e ouse y to , "they, all do it" 
,and 290 votes are required to over- posed criminal sanctions. And juries Secondly, the charge might per_ Inlnd Ross Perot's contemptuous dis-
ride the veto. It cleared the Senate by might De l'I!lUCtlIllt to conVIct a doc- suade Americans to withhold votes missal of Bill Clinton's record as, 
54 to 44; though it seems unlikely tor wllO allOtted a fetus that was f M CI' to d t R 'bU Governor of ArkanSas. Arkansas, 
that 13 of the 44 votes would change, ro~r r. b ~ n an c:~e Doepul - said Perot, was just "a little Mom 
,~I bets are off in an election year. ~d u~s y, oosmg 0 rt e to ~ and Pop state." . . . 

More than 95 percent of all abor-' Democrats take comfoit from the Small though the money was, 
tions take place before 15 weeks. incomprehensibly detailed manner Whitewater is now a bigger deal than 
Ij>nly about one-half of I percent take sive enforcement by requiring Fed- in which the Arkansas savings-and- the multibUUon-(!oUar savings-and­
",lace at or after 20 weeks. If a wom- ,eral officials to keep Informed about loan shenanigans, have beeti de-' loan scandals. eve,r were. Which 
an has carried a child for' five, doctors who performed late-term scribed in newspapers. They reason shows a PresIdent s power to get 
months, it is extremely unlikely that abortions. The F.B.!. would be autho- that if nobody can understand White- attention. . 
she will want an abortion. rized to tell nurses and health' aides water, nobody will care about it So what are the Republicans' 
.. three available that they had a duty to tell officials This is a dubious notion. It is usu- chances of a big' political score? 

Robert F. Drinan, a former Demo­
cratic Representative' from Massa­
chusetts, ,is a professor at the 
Georgetown University Law Center. 

": .,. 

about lIlegallate abortions. . ally the ignorant who are most easily Probably not too ho~ Ignorance may 
It Congress were serious about led by the nose. The Vice President's make the American voter an easy 

gettiijg a law on the bookS IimitiDg father, Albert Gore Senior, once de- mark for demagogUes, but few sub­
late abortions, it would include the scribed a Tennessee voter who came jects bore Iiim quite so thoroughly as 
woman's health as lustjficatiOD for to him worried about an incompre- the technical aspects of money. 
the late-term procedure. But it hensible' Republican scheme, known Despite years of mindlessly voting 
seems more intent on us!! Mr. CIin- as "the 'Dixon-Yates plan," for re- against taxes, for instance, the typi­
ton;5V~to ",,_a POUUcaI mpoD This ' structuring the T.V.A. "Isn't It just cal American' is still unaware that ' 
WIFl)Ofsonthe campaign and inhibit, awful about this Dlxon-:re,'ES his Social SecUrity taxes rise as iIiex­
a larger disCUSSion about real strat- thing?" the man Said. Senator GO"te, orably as the sun and moon. Nor does 
egies to reduce abortions. 0 who ~as fighting. Dixon-Yates, ,he know they're used to pay the 

agreed It was a temble thing, and Government's running expenses. 
then the man asked, "What's It all Many AmeriCans don't even realize 

_ ",,'" 

about anyhow?," . ' they are taxes. ' 
One of the. tromes of. ~e White- 'How can RepubUcans make Amer­

water affatr Ues m the tnVIai sum of . lcans care enough &bout a money 
money mvolved. The people who story to,keep the country from going 
were trea~g the Arkansas savings glassy-eyed and . sUpping into the 
and loan like a personal nest. egg' Land of Nod? 0 
were pikers. " 

Allover the country at that time, 
operators of savings and loans were :0. 
treating ,themselVes to' millions and 
investing it in get-rich-quick 
schemes. " , 

When the bubble burst in the 1980's 

Whitewater: 
Who's winning, 

who's losing, 
who's sleeping. 

and' savings and loans across the 
country were found to have nothlng 
in' the till but dust and an occasional 

, mouse, it was the Federals, as usual, 
who had to bail them out That's you, 
folks, ' 

.' 
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On My Mind 
A. M. ROSENTHAL '. 

The Wmp From Israel 
Before the Israeli election, the U.S. 

and European public kept receiving 
a warped picture of Israeli political 
reality. After the election, they still 
receive it. And chances are that they 
will keep getting it, on and on. 

The reason is that the dispensers of 
wisdom remain the same. Foreigners 
who had favored us with their warp 
before the election granted us their 
analyses and predictions immediate­
ly the votes were in. The same people 
will instruct us on the new Israeli 
leadership, which they detested be­
fore it won and whose Government 
they regard with heaving horror. 

Among these folk are not only jour­
nalists but foreign office types, politi­
cians, diplomats, clergymen, academ­
ics and executives of important J ew­
ish organizations. They a.re a diverse 
group, but united by their admiration 
for the Labor party and their distaste 
for the Likud coalition. 

Accountability is built into demD­
cratic politics. It is called Election 
Day. But only the ethical urge to 
admit error substitutes for account­
·ability among government and orga­
nizational bureaucrats, journalists, 
tenured academics and clergy in­
clined to political pulpitry. Since repu­
tations and jobs .are involved, 'plus 

. that particularly cherished .commod­
ity self-admiration, the urge is usually 
quickly and efficiently suppressed. 

Before the election, throngs of ex­
perts acted as if there were only one 
possible plan for peace, the Labtlr­
Arafat version. They told us most 
Israelis had shown their support for 
it. Still, even with worldwide rooting 
for Shimon Peres outside Israel, 
somehow they said the election was 

:: .. ; 

• 

Times change, 
not the experts. 

too tight to call. The told us Mr. 
Netanyahu was American-oriented, 
a shuddersome thought, and had the 

. character and brain of a bird, specifi­
cally a hawk. As described on CNN 
after the election, Mr. Netanyahu did 
not walk, he swaggered. 

Now we get pretty much the same 
picture, with a little adjustment for 
the fact that after all, when you get' 
down to it, the fellow did win, actual­
ly. We are told that the election was a 
stunning reversal of a peace policy 
approved by the public, and that Mr. 
Netanyahu would prefer risking war 
to conciliation with Arabs. 

None of these things were true 
before Election Day, none now. The 
Israeli public neiTer voted for the 
Labor plan, known to our instructors 
as "tl;Ie peace process:' as if none 
other could be conceived. It gives up 
much of the West Bank and the GD­
Ian Heights, the prelude to the cre­
ation of a Palestinian state and negD­
tiations about Jerusalem. 

Before the last election, in 1992, 
Labor assured voters that as led by 
Yitzhak Rabin it would never do such 
things. After the eiection, Labor 
changed its mind and did them. But 
the public had no chance to change 
its vote for Labor until May 29, when 
it did. 

Arab Israelis, 12 percent of the 

....·II~· 

electorate, voted for Mr. Peres virtu- . 
ally unanimously, narrowing the Ne­
tanyahu lead to 1 percent. Arab votes 
count legally as much as do Jewish 
votes, and should. Labor was able to 
put together its coalition in 1992 with 
Arab support. Israeli Jews did not 
contest that 

But Israel was created to be not 
only democratic but a Jewish state 
whose fate and security were to be in 
Jewish hands, a truth that seems to 
embarrass the politically correct 
these days. Israeli Jews gave Mr. 
Netanyahu 60 percent of their bal­
lots. In that critical political sense 
the election was not a squeaker but a 
landslide for Mr. Netanyahu. 

We have been told, and will be 
again, that Mr. Netanyahu will make 
negotiations with Arabs impoSSible. 
Funny, but the King of Jordan does 
not think so'~ he is astonished that the 
outcome of the election should be 
portrayed as a setback to peace. 

On the phone over the weekend, 
Mr. Netanyahu told me that he tends 
to be a red-liner in negotiation - this 
is what I won't· give up, let's talk 
about all the rest Maybe the King of 
Jordan thinks that is the way to get a 
deal done in the Mideast Maybe he 
knows more about the Mideast than 
our gurus; possible. 

Among journalists, diplomats and 
academics are' some with courage 
enough to break out of the prD-Labor 
bias of their peers. ,But there are 
enough ,. will not or cannot that I 
study news about Israel with a spe­
cial Surgeon General's warning 
flaShing in my. head: The material 
herein can be dangerous ·to your 
comprehension. 0 
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EDITORIAL 

A VETO TO HAUNT A PRESIDENT 

A S THEY MADE CLEAR in their 32-page 
pre-election guide issued last November, the American 
Catholic bishops oppose much of Newt Gingrich's agen­
da in Congress. On broad social issues like health care, 
immigration and social welfare, the bishops' stands 
come close to those of the Clinton Administration's. On 
April to, however, that fragile harmony carne undone­
for on that day Bill Clinton vetoed the first serious effort 
of Congress to restrict late-term abortions since the Roe 
v. Wade decision in 1973. The legislation, H.R. 1833, 
which passed the House with broad bipartisan support, 
would have banned a particularly gruesome abortion 
procedure known antiseptically as "intact dilation and 
evacuation"-performed only after 20 weeks of gesta­
tion-and it offered Mr. Clinton the unusual chance to . 
show that he means what he says when he claims that he 
wants abortions in this country to be "rare." The 
President, appearing. in an emotional White House cere­
mony with five women who had undergone the proce­
dure, muffed it. 

The tears of those agonized women-and the voices of 
pro-choice advocates like Kate Michelman's National 
Abortion Rights Action League, who will brook no com­
promise on this issue-moved the President and were lis­
tened to. As in the past, the dull groans of that vast mushy 
middle of Americans, who want abortion legal, safe and 
restricted in some way, were not heard. 

More remarkably, the moral qualms of certain dissent­
ing pro-choice feminists were not heard either. In adopting 
the strategy of depersonalizing the fetus as a "mass of 
dependent protoplasm," warned Naomi Wolfe in the New 
Republic (Oct. 16, 1995), the pro-choice movement risks 
"losing something more important than votes; we stand in 
jeopardy of losing what can only be called our souls." 
Abortion supporters should admit, wrote Wolfe, "that the 
death of a fetus is a real death; that there are degrees of 
culpability, judgment, and responsibility in the decision to 
abort a pregnancy." Writing in The New Yorker (Dec. 4, 
1995) Jane Mayer conceded that "intact dilation and 
extraction ... can be portrayed-and not altogether implau­
sibly-as bordering on infanticide." 

President Clinton's veto drew an angry protest from the 
nation's Catholic cardinals and a stinging rebuke from 
Pope John Paul II. Comparing the procedure to infanti­
cide, the Pope said that it "morally and ethically imperils 
the future of a society which condones it." He condemned 
Mr. Clinton's decision as "a shameful veto that in practice 
is equivalent to an incredibly brutal act of aggression 
against innocent humans." 

In a three-page letter dated April 16 and signed by the 
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nation's eight cardinals and Bishop Anthony Pilla, the 
president of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
the cardinals write: "[W]e strenuously oppose and con­
demn your veto of H.R. 1833 which will allow partial­
birth abortions to continue .... Mr. President, your action 
on this matter takes our nation to a critical turning 
point.. .. It moves our nation one step further toward 
acceptance of infanticide." 

The cardinals' words translate into an undisguised 
political threat. "In the coming weeks and months, each of 
us, as weU as our bishops' conference, will do all we can 
to educate people about partial-birth abortions," they 
write. ''We will inform them that partial-birth abortions 
will continue because you chose to veto H.R. 1833." 

The bill in question would have prohibited a relatively 
rare procedure, involving considerably less than 1.5 per­
cent of the 1.3 million abortions performed annually in 
this country, "in which the person performing the abortion 
partially vaginally delivers a living fetus before killing the 
fetus and completing the deli very." The unborn child is 
killed by puncturing a hole at the base of its skull, insert­
ing a catheter into the opening and suctioning out the 
brain-so as to allow the head to pass through the birth 
canal. H.R. 1833 was not absolutist; exceptions were 
allowed to preserve the life of the mother. Mr. Clinton, 
clearly troubled by this late-term procedure, insisted he 
would have signed the bill if Congress had only expanded 
its provisions to allow it in cases where a pregnancy car­
ried "serious health consequences" for the woman. The \ 
problem here is that in the context of abortion the courts 
have defined "health" so very broadly. -

HEALTH, counter the cardinals, "means virtually 
anything that has to do with a woman's overall 'well­
being .... If the woman is not married, too young, too old, 
"if she is emotionally upset by pregnancy, or if pregnancy 
interferes with schooling or career," write the cardinals, 
''the law considers those situations as 'health' reasons for 
abortion. In other words, as you know and we know, an l 
exception for 'health' means abortion on demand." 

Come next November, Mr. Clinton's veto will haunt 
him-especially among Catholic voters. It aligns him 
with the pro-choice militia, who as Mary McGrory wrote \ 
in her Washington Post column (April 14, 1996), "are like 
the N.R.A: They fight like steers against sensible prohibi­
tions in regard to guns and abortion, respectively .... The 
National Abortion imd Reproductive Rights Action 
League defends a procedure so harrowing that even 
agnostics or pro-choice voters are repelled by it" 
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investigation, on which he has spent S667,OOO through 
March 31, according to the Administrative Office of U.S . 

. Courts. After checking with him, a secretary said that 
"it is against the law to give out any information." 

(Optional add end) 

Medlar provided some of the taped conversations with 
Cisneros to 
a tabloid television show, which paid her SI5,OOO for an 
interview. She also sued the Housing secretary for 
$250,000 in damages that she said she had suffered for 
breach of a verbal contract allegedly made to support her. 

Cisneros settled that suit a year ago by agreeing to. 
pay Medlar S49,OOO, winning a pledge from her not to 
comment further on the matter. 

Floyd.Holder, an attorney who represented Medlar in her 
civil suit, said that he is no longer her lawyer and that 
she has no representation. He would not discuss Barrett's 
investigation. 

Medlar has an unlisted·telephone number in Lubbock, 
Texas, and could not be reached. 

But a source familiar with the matter said that she had 
obtained the "use immunity" earlier this year, agreeing 
to cooperate with Barrett's inquiry. The source said that 
the agreement provided "111 tell the truth if you won't 
go after me." 

Senate OKs Bill to Notify Freed Sex Offenders' 
New Cities(Washn)By Edwin Chen = (c) 1996, 
Los Angeles Times= 

WASHINGTON The Senate Thursday. approved a popular 
bill requiring states to notify the public whenever a convicted 
sex offender has settled into a community who may pose a 
danger to children. 

The bill, kriown as "Megan's Law," is named for Megan 
Kanka, a 7-year-old New Jersey girl who was kidnapped, 
raped and killed in 1994 by a twice-convicted sex offender 
who had quietly moved in across the street in Hamilton 
Township, just outside of Trenton. 

The Senate bill was adopted by a unanimous voice vote 
amid a day of wrangling over repealing the gas-tax and. 
raising the minimwil wage issues that were left unresolved 
until next week. 

The House approved the notification bill Tuesday night 
by a vote of 418-0. A White House spokeswoman said 
Thursday night that President Clinton will sign the bill. 

Variations of "Megan's Law"already have been adopted 
in numerous states. And the 1994 federal crime bill 
allowed but did not require states to require 
notification. 

Since then, 49 states have enacted sex offender 
registration laws, but 30 states have adopted community 
notification provisions. 

"This is a tragedy in the making," said Senate 
Majority Leader Bob Dole just before the measure was 
approved by unanimous consent. "For once, let's prevent a 
tragedy instead of waiting for some horrific crime and 
then taking action." 

(Optional add end) 

The wave of sex offender registration and notification 
laws has aroused concern among civil libertarians who 
question the legality of the legislation, and numerous 
legal challenges are pending around the United States. 

Critics have raised questions, for instance, about who 
is authorized to decide and by what criteria which 
convicted sex offenders still pose a danger to society. 

Among those making the rounds on Capitol Hill earlier 
this week were Maureen and Richard Kanka, the parents of 
Megan. Her accused assailant is awaiting trial. 

Three Who Had It Defend 'Partial-Birth 
Abortion' (Los Angeles)By Patrice Apodaca 
1996, Los Angeles Times= 

LOS ANGELES Claudia Crown Ades, Coreen Costello and 
Mary-Dorothy Line probably' never would have met but for the 
tragedies that changed their lives forever. 

Now, they've joined to speak out against what they see 
as a tide of misperceptions and misinformation about . 
intact dilation and extraction, a procedure they all 
underwent to end their late-term pregnancies because their 
fetuses had fatal birth defects and the mothers' health 
was at risk. 

"When you're carrying a desperately wanted child, 
there's nothing more in the world you want' than that 
child," said Ades, who underwent the procedure 3&112 
years ago after tests in her sixth month of pregnancy 
showed that her fetus had severe abnormalities, including 
an underdeveloped brain, a large hole in his heart and 
eyes so far apart they were almost Q.n the sides of his 
head. 

"It was not my decision," Ades said. "It was God's 
will." 

Better known by the graphic term that opponents have 
coined partial-birth abortion the medical procedure has 
become a central issue in the abortion debate in.this 
election year. But for President Clinton's veto, the 
practice would have been banned by a congressional bill 
except in cases when the mother's life is at stake. 

In emotional and sometimes shrill testimony in Congress 
legislators and witnesses supporting the bill portrayed 

the procedure as brutal and unnecessary. The bill, which 
was introduced by Rep. Charles T. Canady, R.-Fla., 
described the method as •• an abortion in which the person 
performing the abortion partially vaginally delivers a 
living fetus before killing the fetus and completing the 
delivery." . 

Clinton said he had been inclined to support the bill 
but changed his mind after hearing the pleas of these 
three Los Angeles-area women and others, who convinced him 
he should not sign the legislation without a broader 
exception that recognizes the mother's health, even if her 
life is not in immediate danger. Ades, Costello and Line 
were with the president when he vetoed the bill last 
month. 

But these women say their fight is not over. Many 
states are considering similar legislation. Clinton's veto 
is sure to draw-fIre as the election dfaws near. So, again 
and again, Ades, Costello and Line retell their wrenching 
tales in letters to legislators, at one-on-one meetings, 
and in editorials and tearful addresses. 

(Begin optional trim) . 

Ades, 37, is poised and sophisticated. She lives in 
nearby Sherman Oaks, and works in the entertainment 
industry as a personal manager. She is Jewish; a Democrat 
and supports abortion rights. 

Costello, 31, is a warm, outgoing stay-at-home mother 
of two who lives in Agoura. A fundamentalist Christian and 
registered RepUblican, she opposes most legal abortions. 
. Line is a thoughtful, intensely private woman who works 
as a financial consultant. The 34-year-old Los Angeles' 
resident, a registered Republican, is a practicing 
Catholic who nonetheless supports abortion rights. 

(End optional trim) 

At about their sixth month of pregnancy, they learned 
that their babies were so severely malformed that they 
would either die inside the womb or shortly after birth. 
Each underwent extensive testing and received opinions 
from several doctors. Nothing could be done to save the 
babies, and as their conditions worsened, the risks to the 
mothers' health and fertility grew. 

Through the recommendations of their doctors, all three 
ended up at the offices of Dr. James T. McMahon, a 
now-deceased Los Angeles physician who developed intact 
dilation and extraction. 



bill will be sent to Clinton. Cisneros said 
he would work with both chambers to try to create 

a final bill the president would sign, not veto. 
The sharpest dispute in the House debate was over the 

GOP plan to repeal the so-called Brooke Amendment, which 
links public housing rents to participants' income and 
prevents housing authorities from chargi~g residents more 
than 30 percent of their income. Repubhcans argued that 
the provision discourages residents from taking jobs 
because they know their rents will increase sharply. 

(Begin optional trim) 

If it is repealed, Republicans said, local officials 
could set rent structures that encourage public housing 
residents to take fmancial responsibility for their 
futures beeause their rents will no longer be strictly 
linked to their income, as they are now. 

"We're saying that work ethic is important," argued 
,Rep. Rick Lazio, R-N.Y., the measure's chief architect. 
"The Brooke Amendment is a job killer." 

But Democrats argued that this provision could increase 
monthly rental payments for hundreds of thousands of poor 
people living in subsidized housing and price many of 
these poor residents out of their homes. , 

"This bill will put poor families in jeopardy of 
losing their housing because they will be unable to pay 
higher rents," said Rep. Maxine Waters, D-Calif. "For 
many families this will mean choosing between shelter and 
food or clothing or medicine." , 

(End optional trim) 

In a vote of 222-196, the House rejected a Democ'ratic 
effort to retain the Brooke Amendment. 

Republicans and Democrats also disagreed over a 
provision to abolish current admission regulations 'that 
require housing authorities to give preference to the . 
homeless and the poorest applicants. The GOP measure would 
give local housing officials the ability to set their own 
criteria for selecting residents IIlthough they would ' 
still be required to choose from among those whose 
earnings are below 80 percent of the local median income. 

Rep. Chris Shays, R-Conn., stressed that the current 
system of giving preference to the poorest of the poor has 
turned public housing into 'ghettos of hopelessness, where 
children grow up without knowing any adults who go to work 
every day to support their families. . 

"We simply have got to have a mixture of income again 
in public housing," Shays said. . 

Despite their disagreements over some of the speCIfics, 
the legislation signals that House RepUblicans and the 
Clinton administration have reached a broad consensus on . 
how to reform the housing laws that govern how HUD spends 
its $30 billion yearly budget and serves the 3 million 
Americans who depend on its programs. 

In fact, many of the provisions in the measure were 
first adopted in the sweeping changes to federal housing 
policy included in a fiscal 1996 spending bill, which 
reflected the priorities of the administration. These 
measures would expire at the end of the year, but the GOP 
housing package would make them permanent. 

(Optional add end) 

, One such measure is aimed at ridding the country of its 
most blighted housing projects by giving local officials 
the authority to demolish or dispose of them if they 
believe that maintaining them is no longer practical. 
Previous law required local housing officials to replace a 
unit ~fore destroying an existing one. 

Some advocates for affordable housing said that the 
measure is sure to worsen the already acute shortage of 
housing for poor Americans and expressed dismay that a 
Democratic administration embraced the lions share of the 
GOP effort. 

The House measure also includes provisions designed to 
make housing projects safer. For instance, it would enable 
local housing officials to reject or evict convicted 

criminals or individuals with drug or alcohol problems. 

,----------
Cisneros' Former Mistress Wins Immunity, Will 
Testify (Washn)By Ronald J. Ostrow and Robert 
L. Jackson= (c) 1996, Los Angeles Times= 

WASHINGTON In a development that could spell deeper 
legal trouble for Housing Secretary Henry G. Cisneros, ~s . 
former mistress has been given immunity from prosecution m 
return for her help in determining whether Cisneros conspired 
with her to hide information from the FBI, the Los Angeles 
Times learned Thursday. ' 

Sources familiar with the inquiry said the woman, Linda 
Medlar, has been given "use immunity" by David M 
Barrett, the independent counsel investigating ,,:hether 
false statements Cisneros' made to FBI agents Violated 
federal law. Cisneros made the statements during the FBI's 
routine background investigation of him while he was under 
consideration for a Cabinet nomination by President 
Clinton in 1992: 

Cisneros has acknowledged his widely reported affair 
with Medlar, an ,aide when he was mayor of San Antonio, and 
that he had been paying her support for some time after 
the relationship broke up in late 1989. , 

However, Attorney General Janet Reno sought the 
appointment of an independent counsel to investigate after 
concluding that Cisneros had substantially understated the 
amounts of those 'payments in his statements to the FBI. 

The special court that selected Barrett last May 
directed him to determine whether those false statements 
were material and serious enough to warrant prosecution 
and whether Cisneros had unlawfully conspired with others 
to conceal information from the FBI. 

Cisneros' statements potentially affected two other 
inquiries as well information-gathering on potential 
nominees by Clinton's transition team, and the Senate's 
consideration of him after his nomination, the Justice 
Department said. ' . 

, With Barrett's inquiry under way for nearly a year, 
sources sympathetic to Cisneros noted Thursday that 
investigators may be having trouble corroborating 
infonilation Medlar is providing. The use immunity was 
given earlier this year, after Medlar initially turned a 
cold shoulder to agents and attorneys last fall. one legal 
source said. 

Transcripts of ielephone conversations between Cisneros 
and Medlar, which she surreptitiously taped for nearly 
four years, sUpported Medlar's allegation that he lied to 
the FBI during the background investigation, Reno 
concluded last year. 

Cisneros told the FBI he paid Medlar sums no greater 
than $2,500 at a time and no more than $10,000 a year. 

"In fact, he paid her more than $2,500 at various 
times, and his total annual payments to her were between 
$42,000 and $60,000," Reno said. "Secretary Cisneros' . 
statement was made to the FBI soon after he made a payment 
to Medlar that was substantially larger than $2,500." 

The transcripts, most of which were obtained earlier by 
The Times, indicate Cisneros was deeply concerned that the 
size and timing of the payments to Medlar could derail his 
Cabinet appointment. 

Asked by Medlar how he would handle questions about the 
payments at his Senate confirmation hearings, Cisneros 
replied, according to the transcripts: "The subject 
probably is not even going to come up." 

Later, he told Medlar: .. If it does, I'll tell them 
what we agreed and the only person in the world who can 
sink me at that point ... and I'm talking contempt of 

,Congress jail is you." 
As it turned out, the matter was not raised publicly at 

the hearings by the Senate Banking, Housing and Urban 
Affairs Committee. 

Cono R. Namorato, Cisneros' lawyer, declined comment 
when asked about the grant of immunity to Medlar. "It 
wouldn't be appropriate for me to comment since the matter 
is under investigation,· he said. 

A White House spokesman also declined comment. 
Barrett would not speak with a reporter about the 



a heartbreaking decision," said Line, who 
Illd.,rwent the procedure in July after her unborn son was 

to have hydrocephalus. His head was filled with ~o 
much flliid that the brain could not grow, his stomach was 
undeveloped and he could not swallow. 

Costello's daughter also had a fluid-filled head that 
was larger at 6 months than a full-term baby's. Her lungs 
had not developed, and her bQdy was in a rigid swan-dive 
position, with the backs of her feet touching her head. 

She and her husband, Jim, a chiropractor, at first 
refused to consider McMahon's procedure. 

But as Coreen's health deteriorated, the Costellos were 
told by their doctor that they had to act. The fetus had 
to come out, they were told, and the way to do it that 
would best protectCoreen's fertility and cause the b8by 
the least amount of suffering was the intact dilation and 
extraction procedure. _ 

As each woman came to grips with her loss, news reports 
began surfacing late last year about the so-called 
partial-birth abortion legislation. Each soon realized 
that the procedure was the one that they had undergone. 
Horrified over what they considered to be inaccurate and 
inflammatory arguments by the bill's proponents, they 
individually decided to come forWard. They became 
acquainted through their lobbying efforts, and today they 
are friends. . 

Not all were moved by their testimony before Congress 
at least not enough to' change their positions. Costello 
admitted to being naive at first. 

.. ~ went up against people that I voted for, that I 
admired and respected my whole life," she said. "I 
thought they'd read my letter, hear my story and it would 
be over. They'd understand." 

But after meeting with hostile questioning in the 
House, Costello said she has changed. While she still 
opposes most legal abortions, "I've met women that have 
had to make difficult choices, and I don't judge them 
anymore." 

The intact D&E, or very similar procedures, are 
performed by just a handful of U.S. doctors in an' 
estimated 500 cases a year. 

. (Begin optional trim) 

McMahon's widow, Gale, a registered nurse, said the 
general practitioner began performing abortions at his Los 
Angeles offices in 1972, after they became legal in 
California. But McMahon grew increasingly disturbed that 
most late-term abortions emplQyed a dilation and evacuation 
method that sometimes tore the uterus. 

Willi McMahon's method, which, he devel~ped in the 
mid-1980s, the mother is heavily sedated and her cervix 
slowly dilated. The fetus is extracted, but before the 
head is removed a needle, is inserted at the base of the 
skull to remove fluid, allowing the head to compress so it 
can fit through the mother's cervix without damaging her. 
Gale McMahon said her husband never used scissors as 
opponents have charged. The fetus feels no pain bec~use of 

'the sedation, she, said, and in most cases it has died 
before reaching the birth canal. 

I 
D£:. McMahon estimated that be perfonned about 100 of the 

procedures a year in tbe thiFG tRm8st8f, gale MeMahon 
said, and only ill caBOB iB whish \he BOBies \, ere offlicted 

, with "fetal anomalies that were not conducive to life." 

(End optional trim) 

Opponents of the procedure say the cases of Costello, 
Line and Ades do not represent the majority of instances 
when the method is used. . 

Douglas Johnson, legislative director for the National 
Right to Life Committee, contends that the procedure has 
been used for frivolous reasons, when babies are healthy 
and the only medical indications are the mother's youth or 
depression. 

Johnson said there's no pr~of that fetuses die 
painlessly during the procedure. Even so, he said, the 
procedure is nothing more than .. prenatal euthanasia." 
The fetuses could be delivered, he said, and made 

.. comfortable for whatever time is allotted them. That's 
the way most professionals handle these types of cases." 

By including an exception for the mother's health, the 
legislation could be so broadly interpreted that it 
"would not prevent 0 single partial-birth abortion." 

But Ades, Line and Costello say they'll continue 
working to keep the procedure available to the few women a 
year'who fmd themselves faced with tragedies similar to 
theirs. Perhaps the most compelling argument they offer is 
that all will soon be parents again something they say 
might not have been possible if they hadn't gone to 
McMahon. 

45 Men Across U.s. Arrested in Child 
Pornography Sting (San Diego)By Tony Perry= 
(c) 1996, Los AngeJesTimei= 

SAN DIEGO Forty-five men have been charged across the 
United States for buying child pornography in a U.S. Postal 
Service sting operation and several dozen I more are expected to 
be charged, postal inspectors in San Diego and Washington 
announced Thursday. 

The sting was a continuation of an investigation that 
began when authorities arrested a San Diego electrical 
engineer in 1994 as a ringleader of Overseas Male, the 

, largest child pornography operation uncovered in the 
United States. ' 

After the arrest ofJames Leroy Kemmish, authorities 
used the mailing lists seized from Overseas Male and set 
up a dummy company called Island Male with a mailing 
address in the nearby border community of San Ysidro. 
Dub~d "Operation Special Delivery," the sting resulted 
in searches of the homes and offices of 130 would-be 
customers in 36 states. 

Pornographic videotapes were sent to persons who 
responded to mailed advertising from Island Male. As soon 
as a person took delivery of a video, investigators 
arrived with a search warrant. 

"Merely shutting down Overseas Male was not enough " 
said Chief Postal Inspector Kenneth J.Hunter in ' 
Washiiigton, "because those who created the demand for 
child pornography were still out there." ' 

Among those •• customers" arrested were a serial child 
molester in Reno, Nev., a Presbyterian minister in New 
Jersey, a paramedic and youth leader in Wichita, Kan., an 
attorney 'in St. Louis, 0 youth leader in Tulsa, Olda., and 
a printer in Billings, Mont, who had a computer with 900 
files of child pornography downloaded from the Internet. 

David Fast, a postal inspector-in San Diego, called 
child pornography "an insidious form of terrorism." 

Overseas Male' mass-produced videos 'filmed in Mexico 
Asia and Europe for sales in the United States. Some ' 
depict bOys as young as 
7 years old engaging in sexual acU; with other boys or 
adults. 

. Kemmish,. 55, was arrested in June 1994 at San Diego'S 
Lmdbergh Field as he returned from Mexico with a cache of 
child pornography videos. After pleading guilty to' 
ad~ertising and diStributing child pornography through the 
mall, he was sentenced last month to five years in federal 
prison. 

While there have been other child pornography 
operations broken up ,in recent years, officials said 
Overseas Male signaled a disturbing trend in the illicit 
indus~. The videos were oCa higher visual quality than 
the gramy films of the past. Also, the advertising and 
marketing was bolder and more widespread. 

(Optional add end) 

The suspected mastermind behind Overseas Male was Troy 
Anthony Frank who fled from Colorado to Mexico in 1990 
after being indicted on child pornography charges. ' 

From Acapulco and Mexico City, Frank produced videos 
and purchased videos from other countries. He committed 
suicide at his lavish home in Acapulco in 1995 after 
learning that postal inspectors were seeking his arrest 
and extradition. 



" 

Kemmish's role was to bring the·videos to his home in 
the Pacific Beach neighborhood of San Diego to be ' 
reproduced and mailed. At its peak, Overseas Male had a 
mailing list of 2,000 persons and grossed $10,000 a week, 
with individual videos selling for between $50 and $290. 

Dole Endorses U.s. Missile-Defense Deployment 
in East Asia(Washn)By Jim Mann= (c) 1996, Los 
Angeles Times= 

WASHINGTON Striking a hawkish stance on Asian 
security issues, Republican presidential candidate Bob Dole 
Thursday endorsed U.S. deployment of ballistic missile 
defenses in East Asia countries, including Taiwan, despite 
China's vehement opposition to such systems. 

In the fIrSt foreign-policy speech of his campaign 
against President Clinton, Dole also endorsed the renewal 

. of China's most-favored-nation trade (MFN) trade 
privileges. 

Dole's stand on MFN was no' surprise because he has been 
. supporting unconditional extension of China's trade 
benefits in the Senate for the past half-decade. But 
some leading Republicans, including Senate Foreign 

. Relations committee chairman Sen. Jesse Helms and Dole's 
opponent Patrick J. Buchanan, have been arguing for 
revocation of MFN, hoping to draw a sharp contrast with 
Clinton on the issue. Instead, Dole's position will give 
Clinton political cover. 

Dole devoted his entire speech to Asia, repeatedly 
criticizing the administration for -mishandling relations 
with the leading nations across the Pacific. "The bottom 
line is that American credibility in Asia is low and still 
declining, and American interests are challenged throughout 
the region," he asserted. 

The Republican candidate's speech galvanized the White 
House into a frenetic series ofrapid responses by 
national-security aides. Vice President AI Gore praised 
Dole for supporting Clinton's policy on China's trade 
benefits, and dismissed his criticisms ,of the 
administration as "a lot of dust kicked up for political 
purposes." 

The'most striking part of Dole's speech was his 
willingness to champion Taiwan's interests and Taiwan's 
defense. 

"Our policy should be unmistakably resolute: If force 
is used against Taiwan, America will respond," Dole said. 
He did not say exactly what the response should be .. Still, 
those words go further toward an unqualified American 
security commitment te Taiwan than the United States has 
been willing to give since 1979, when the United States 
broke off its defense treaty with Taiwan. 

Dole said the United States should consider supplying 
Taiwan with a host of other new and advanced weapons 
systems, including submarines and air-to-air missiles. 
Such sales almost certainly would touch off a new 
confrontation with China,' which says that they would 
violate a 1982 communique between Washington and Beijing 
limiting U.S. arms sales to Taiwan. 

Dole's remarks are sure to be welcomed by the American 
defense industry, which is seeking to increase sales of 
advanced equipment to Taiwan and other governments in 
Asia. At least one company, Lockheed Martin, has already 
begun talking with Taiwan about a theater-missile defense 
system. 

At the same time, the speech also underscored the role 
Dole has played on China policy for nearly two decades. 

Throughout his long career in the Senate, Dole has been 
one of Taiwan's strongest supporters. When President 
Carter moved to establish diplomatic relations with China 
in late 1978, Dole led the congressional opposition, 
arguing that it was unfair to Taiwan. 

Over the past year, Taiwan has re-emerged as an issue 
in American politics. In March, China irked by President 
Lee Teng-hui's efforts to gain international recognition 
fired missiles near Taiwan's coastline only a few weeks 
before Taiwan held its first direct presidential election 
in March. 

In Thursday's speech, Dole said the United States 

should work with its closest Asian allies, Japan and 
Korea, to develop, test and deploy ballistic missile 
defenses. He said 'this effort should be called the 
"Pacific Democracy Defense Program." 

The Clinton administration has talked to Japan and 
South Korea about the possibility of such defense systems. 
But Dole went further, saying "it is time to move past 
paper studies' to deployment decisions." 

And he said Taiwan should be included in the new 
missile-defense program: "There is no more clearly 
defensive and clearly necessary weapons system for Taiwan 
than effective missile defense." 

Gore; in an interview arranged by White House officials 
with a small group of reporters, insisted the 
administratio,n is already moving to provide Asian 
countries with missile defenses. He noted, for example, 
that the United States has provided Taiwan with the 
Patriot missile-defense system. However, the 
administration has not yet endorsed the deployment of 
advanced, theater-missile defense systems in Taiwan or 
elsewhere in Asia. 

Such an effort would be likely to provoke intense 
controversy. China has said the advanced missile-defense 
system "would disturb the Asia-Pacific regional 
situation." Indeed, the governments of Japan, South Korea 
and Taiwan have not themselves decided they want 
a theater-missile defense system, and some Asian officials 
say they are worried it would be too costly. 

(Optional add end) 

During his 1992 campaign against President Bush, 
Clinton endorsed Democratic proposals to impose conditions 
on the renewal of China's MFN status, which permits 
Chinese goods to be imported into this country under the 
same low-tariff rates enjoyed by other nations. 

He put his proposal into effect soon after coming to 
. the White House, saying China's MFN privileges would be 

renewed only if it changed certain of its human rights 
practices. In 1994, after China refused to meet the 
American conditions, Clinton changed course and decided to 
extend the benefits once again, this time unconditionally. 

Dole was scathing in his criticism of Clinton's 
turnabout. "In less than two years, China and the world 
saw a complete reversal of administration policy with an 
intermediate stop at indecision," he said. "The Chinese 
leadership, our allies and our adversaries learned an 
important lesson: the president does not always mean what 
he says." 

U.N. Diplomats Cautiously Optimistic of an Iraqi 
Oil Deal(Washn)By Stanley Meisler= (c) 1996, 
Los Angeles Times= 

WASHINGTON United Nations diplomats, encouraged that 
Iraq has not broken off talks aimed at allowing it to resume 
selling a limited quantity of oil on the world market, are 
cautiously hopeful that they can complete a deal that would 
effectively push down world oil prices. 

But their optimism is tempered by the realization that 
any agreement reached at U.N. headquarters in New York 
will have to be approved by Iraq's' unpredictable 
president, Saddam Hussein. Under the U.N. terms, Iraq 
would have to use the proceeds from the $2 billion worth 
of oil to pay for food and medicine for its people. 

Even if Hussein accepts those terms, industry experts 
predict only a nickel-a-gallon drop in the price of 
gasoline at the pump. 

"Iraq was only the icing on the cake," said Lawrence 
1. Goldstein, president of the Petroleum Industry Research 
Foundation in New York. Bigger factors, according to 
Goldstein and other analysts, are the cold U.S. winter, 
which led refmers to produce more heating oil and less 
gasoline than usual, and California's unique need for 
clean-burning fuel. 

While the talks drone on in New York, there has been a 
good deal of speculation elsewhere about the impact of the 
talks on the price of gasoline. Some critics believe that 



The Missing Abortion Amendment 
" 

By CLARKE D. FORSYTHE, 

With the appointment last week of 
House Judiciary Committee ChalIinan 
Henry Hyde (R., 111.) as chairman of the 
Platform Committee at the Republican Na· 
tional Convention, and announcements by 
Govs. Pete Wilson, Chrlstil)e Whitman, 
George Patakl and Bill Weld that they will 
seek to repeal the Republican Party plank 
on abortion·, it might be good to read the 
past' platform language just once, before 
the media hullabaloo leading to the con· 
vention drowns out the facts. 

The plank that the media keep referring , 
to-the plank containing "a constitutional 
amendment that would ban abortion" -Is 
nowhere to be found. Every Republican 

, Party platform since 1976, with only minor 
modifications over the years, has'· con· 
tained a plank declaring the unborn child 
to be II person. (See box for the 1992 plank.) 
Npnsense 

Never quoting the text, the media have 
been contentto refer \tJ the plank as'call· 
Ing for a constitutional amendment that 
would "ban" abortion. This Is legal non· 
sense. 

The, pllink supports a "human life 
amendment," without specifying any par­
ticular language. This Is critical, because 

From the RepubUcan Party's 199tplat­
form on abortion: 
We believe the unborn child has a fundamen· 
tal individual right to life which can oofbe 
infringe<!. ·We therefore reaffirm our support 
for a human life amendment to the 
Constitution, and we endorse legislation to 
make clear that tlte Fourteenth Amend· 
ment's protectio~s apply to unborn children. 
We oppose using public revenues for abor· 
tion and will not fu",d organiza;tions which 
advocate it. We commend those who provide 
alternatives to abortion by meeting the needs 
of mothers and offering adoption services. 
We reaffirm our support for appointment of 
judges who respect traditional family values 

. and the sanctity of innocent human life. 

a number of very different amendments on 
abortion were considered by Cangress In 
the late 1970s and early 198Os. These in­
cluded the Hatch Amendment (also called 
the Hatch Federalism Amendment or 
Hatch' Human LIfe Amendment), the Fed­
eral, Rights Amendment, the Federalism 

Amendment, and the Eagleton Amend­
ment. All onhese have been referred to, 
from time to time, as "human life amend­
ments," but their effects would be very dif­
ferent. Some would merely r~turn the 
abortion issue to the states, while others 
would extend constitutional rights to the 
unborn. Yet, all were referred to as "hU­
man life amendments." 

Given the langllage of the entire Re­
publican, plank,. however, the reference to 
"a human life:amendment" can reason­
ably be take~ to support a constitutional 

not a criminal code; it does not act to pro­
scribe criminal conduct. An amendment 

, that gave unborn children the protections 
of the 14th Amendment would not touch In' 
divldual conduct, only state action. States 
don't usually ~ommlt abortions; Individual 
abortionIsts do. 

Likewise, a constitutional amendment 
Is not self-enforcing. An amendment would 
need enabling legislation at the federal or 
state level to effectively touch Individual 
conduct. Its effective enforcement would 
depend on the adoption of state or local 

An ;mendment which gmJe unborn children the pro· 
tections of the 14th Amendment would not touch indi­
vidual conduct, ot:Uy state action_ 

amendment that establishes the unborn 
child to be a "person" protected by the 
14th Amendment. 

What would be the; effect of such an 
amendment? Because the 14th 'Amend· 
ment forbids the states to deprive persons 
of life, liberty, or prpperty without due 
process of law, ,an amendment' -that 
granted unborn children the protections of 
the 14th Amendment would forbid "state 
action" that deprives the unborn of life, 
liberty or property'without due process of 
law. It would fortildstates and state orn- ' 
cials from discriminating against the un­
born by, for exa(nple, promoting liberal· 

, ized abortion laws. 
The limitations of such an amendment 

can be seen Iii the Supreme Court's 1989 
decision in DeShaney v. Winnebago 

, OJunty. Winnebago County, Wlsc.; was 
sued when coUnty officials failed to pro­
tect an Infailt from his abusive father. 
The SUpreme. Court held that "a State's 
failure to protect an individual against 
private violence simply does not consti­
tute a violation of the Due, Process 
Clause." Chief Justice William Rehnqulst 
elaborated that the extent to which' the 
state must protect persons from other per­
sons was a matter the Framers "were con· 
tent to leave ... to the democratic political 
process. II 

The claim that a personhood amend­
ment would "ban abortion" therefore Ig­
nonrs fundamental principles of constitu­
tionallaw. A constitutional amendment Is 

criminal legislation. A human life amend­
ment might empower legislators to act 
against Individual conduct, but would not 

,require them to do so. , 
By comparison, the passage of the 14th 

Amendment prohibited state discrimina­
tion against black Americans, but it did 
nothing, to touch individual criminal ac, 
tlon, ,like lynching. Consequentiy, the 
NAACP spent the early decades of this 
century fighting for a federal anti-lynch­
Inglaw. 

These same principles show why the 
claim of some that such an amendment 
would require "crlmlnallzlng women's 
participation In abortion" Is a: canard. Be-

, cause the amendment would only affect 
state action, leaving private action to state 
legislation, the- I:ontlngent factors that go 
Into effective liiw enforcement would be 
left to the states. Thus, a "human life 
amendment" would allow the states to 
adopt the very same' enforcement palicy 
that the states ,uniformly adopted for the 
100 years leading up to the Supreme 
Caurt's 1973 decision legalizing abortion 
fin demand-targeting abortionists and 
treating the woman a;; the second victim of 
abortion, along with the unborn child. But, 
of course, this history Is conveniently Ig· 
nored. 

At a time when political commentators 
say they want politicians to articulate vi­
sion and set future goals, it's Ironic to hear 
the attack from "pragmatists" th\t the Re­
publican plank is "not immediately achiev-

able:· Admittedly, it's a goal. It signifies a 
vision derived from the doctrine of un· 
alienable rights pro<;lalmed'ln the Decla­
ration of Independence: that every human 
being-Including every unborn child-be 
protected as a person against discrimina­
tory state action that would threaten the 
right to'life. 
Profoundly Democratic 

Republicans who \Ire uneasy with the 
plank ought to consider Its profoundly de-

. mocratic nature. Our current national pol' 
Icy of abortion on demand was 1mposed by, 
judicial flat and has engulfed the country 
In a 2o-year culture waf with no end In 
sight. The plank, by stark contrast, Is pro­
foundly democratic. Constitutional 
amendments must be passed by three· 
fourths of the states. By supporting an 
amendment, the plank says It!at t\le GOP 
will go to the American people to create a 
national consensus that will support an 

From the Democratic Party's 199t plat-
form on abortion: • 
CHOICE. Democrats stand behind ttie right of 
every Woman to choose. consistent with Roe 
v. Wade. regardleSs of abilfty to pay. and 
support a national law to protect that right 
It is a fundamental constitutional liberty that 
indrvidual Amefktln~ government--can 
best take responsibility for making the most 
difficult and intensely personal decisions 
regarding reproduction. The goal of our 
nation must be to make abortion less neces­
sary, not more difficult or more dangerous. 
We pledge to support contracef]tive research, 
family planning. comprehensive family life 
education, and policies that support healthy 
childbearing and enable parents to care most 
effectively for .thelr children. 

amendment that protects the Unborn child 
as a person. No consensus, no amend­
ment. 

When some Republicans say the pub­
lic won't support an amendment today, 
the plimk says that the party will go to 
the people and try to persuade them oth­
erwise. It's hard to Imagine how Republi­
can officials, or voters In Middle Amer­
ica, would be scared by such a democra­
tic proposal. 

Mr. Forsythe is president of the ChiCf!{/o· 
based Americans United tor Life. 
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RlEVJEW & OUTlLOOlK Dusan Tadic 
. . . The secoJtB afternoon of Dusan 

Tadlc's trial began with a history les­
son. James Gow, a historian of the for­

political system; Wbotif necessity must mer Yugoslavia, explained to the 

Partial Birth Polities 
For the 70 million or so people 

whose main contribution to the coun­
try's political life is to cast votes In its 
elections, it must be getting hard not 
to be 'disgusted with American poli­
tics. What, pray tell, are they sup­
posed to make of all the stuff about 
abortion now erupting in the nation's 
media? They might conclude that the 
nation's politicians and their .media 
chroniclers are a remarkably self-in­
dulgent class of people. 

For the past week or so these pe0-
ple have driven off the main political 
road and rolled down Into a ditch to 
fight over the wording of the GOP plat­
form plank on abortion. On the week­
end, the New York Times devoted two 
days of front page stories and an BdI­
tor's Note to what Christian Coalition 
leader Ralph Reed said about the 
plank last Friday, what his recent 
book says about the subject, 'whether 
Gary Bauer agrees with Mr. Reed's 
exegesis of the plank, and how these 
"pro-life" supporters o~ presumptive 
Presidential candidate Bob Dole will 
be able to square their VIews with the 
sudden abortion obseSSions of GOP 
Governors Whitman, Wilson, Palaki 
and now Weld. 
. The nation's press, which if It be­

lieves in anything believes devoutly in 
abortion,. is happy to record this im­
molation even as it pours gasoline Into 
the flames. 

We suggest that the first thing an 
uncomprehending spectator to this 
self-indulgence shOuld do is .read the 
article alongside by Clarke D. 
Forsythe. Mr. Forsythe takes the trou­
ble to read the actual wording of the 
Republican abortion plank, and to ex­
plain what 'a constitutional. amend­
lUent can do and cannot do. He pa­
tlEmtly explains why the media.!s 
lJ}antra that such an amendment 
"'(ould itself "ban" abortion Is simply 
nonsense. 

spend his energies on those things his three judges of the International 
office was designed to controL The Criminal Tribunal in The Hague how 
Founders never had It in mind that a intellectuals and leaders in Belgrade 
Bob Dole or Bill Clinton would take all grew obsessed by the notion that Ser­
the electricity of an issue like abortion bian sovereignty extended to Serb­
into his bre8l't and somehow make it populated territories throughout the 
OK for the entire country. fast-disintegrating state. 
. . The 2o-year pitcbed batUe over Establishing a historical record of 
abortion isthe product of the Supreme the war in the former Yugosiavia is one 
Court. More recently, the Hyde of the ways in which the tribunal will 
Amendment, which bans federal fund- heip the odds-still long-for alasting 
ing for abortions and is supported in peace. More than that, however, the 
part by many Democrats, is the prod- Tadic trial has become a test case for 
uct of the legislature. When the Hyde the idea that justice can be served 
Amendment was put to a vote in a De- through international humanitarian 
mocratic Congress, it survived, I law applied by an intern~tiOnal court. 
though with exceptions added for rape \ The importance of the trial lies not so 
and incest. When the measure came I mucl1ln wh.ether there is a convicti?n, 
up last year, under a Democratic Pres- I . but in showmg the world, and most un­
ident, it passe/l again with a list of ' portan.tly the ~nians, that a system 
'new restrictions on' things like abor- of justice will Judge the accused. 
. tions for women In the military and The 40-year-old Bosnian Serb, a 
the like_ One of the Hyde Amend- former cafe owner and karate Instruc­
ment's supporters is Democratic Rep. tor, is accused of participating In the 
David Bonior, who is fervently left- ~rutal murders of more than 30 Mus­
wing and fervently anti-abortion. So lims In the Serb-run Omarska camp . 
that's not going to change In the ftrst and elsewhere In northwestern Bosnia 
100 days. durtng the secqnd half Of 1992. 

No matter. The country's press .Mr. Tadic ~ntered .a plea of not 
corps is happy to serve as the issue's guIlty, argumg tlil1t this is a case of 
promoter .and publicist-Bob Dole vs. !lIistaken identity. Nobody is contest­
Bill Clinton toe-ta-toe In the Abortion mg that the atrocities alleged took 
Dome. Polltics ain't beanbag, of place; M;. Tadic, rather, CI~S he 
course, but it should -be a-matter of was not m the area at the time and 
some concern for the health of our pol- that they were perpe~ted by a look­
itics that the press is becoming so alike wHose identity IS unknown. In 
transparent in its willingness to tnt addition" hi.s def~nse team challenges 
the ring. Need an example? the court s J1I!isdiction on the·grounds 

vote to override Presi-

that Mr. Tadic was never an agent of 
the state or the lhilitary and thus not 
an appropriate subject for an Ihterna­
tional war crimes court. 

. But so far the defense's major 
weapon is its cI1arge that the trial can­
not possibly be a fair one. In his open­
Ing statement Tuesday,- Mr. Tadic's 
defense attorney argued that "thirst 
for revenge" threatens to prevent jus­
tice from being served. A conviction­
prone tribunal and a disadvantaged 
defense team will doom his ctient un­
less the judges seek to redress the ·se­
rious inequality of arms" between the 
prosecution and defense. 

Mr. Tadic's lawyers rightly point 
out that they have had even fewer re­
sources at their disposal than the pros­
ecution and that defense wilnesses, 
unlike most of the prosecution wit­
nesses' are still in Bosnian Serb terri­
. tory and refuse to travel. Moreover, 
prosecution wilnesses will be allowed 
to testify with their identities con­
cealed even from the lawyers. 

The prosecution team ~d the tri­
bunal as a whole have been working to 
address these issues. Far from being 
trigger-happy, ,the tribunal recently 
released an Indicted war criminal whO 
is dying of cancer; charges were 
dropped against another for lack of 
sufficient evidence. The Tadic case it­
self was delayed for more than a year 
to allow the defense more time to pre­
pare, and an Investigator was as­
signed to help the defense collect evi­
dence. Mr. Tadic is represented by a 
lawyer from the Netherlands' largest 
criminal defense f111l1. 

·How the judges rule on admissibil­
Ity of evidence, wllness testimony and 
blJrden of proof issues will set the tone 
for future trials. But It's worth noting 
that the lawyers and judges are In an 
unnecessarily difficult position. The 
Dayton agreement required all Signa­
tories to cooperate fully with the tri­
bunal's work-an obligation that has 
been taken lightly by all but the Bosn­
ian Muslims. Had more pressure been 
applied to Croat and Serb authorities 
to arrest indicted war criminals and 
provide access to evidence, the ques­
tion of a fair trial would be less of an 
issue. Asked for the umpteenth time 
why lFOR wouldn't help arrest war 
criminals, lFOR Commander Admiral 
Leighton Smith recently growled, 
"Hold those who signed Dayton re­
sponsible and get off lFOR's back." 

Of co\ll'Se those who signed Dayton 
should be held responsible; indeed, 
the agreement held out the threat of 
sanctions for those who failed to com­
ply. Pressure hvm the U.S. and NATO 
on the parties In Bosnia offers the oniy 
hope that war criminaJs will be ar­
rested and e\!ldence for their prosecu­
tion presented In court. Otherwise, the 
Yugoslav Tribunal will have a hard 
time proving It can be an instrument 
for justice and peace. 

The second thing the uncompre­
hending spectator to the sudden abor­
t(on spectacle should understand Is 
that hOwever deep this issue's ulti­
mate moral content, it is way, way 
down the list of matters that the next 
Presidency will deal with, or is In fact 
c~pable oi dealing witll. If you had to 
make' a list of the 10 things that the 
riext President will act on In his first 
100 days, abortion would be last, If it 
made the list at all. 

dent Clinton S veto Of the bm banrung 
patttat-l:JIrlll abOrtiOns. "I thiiik It is 
just ~ Close w illlilnbClde tne NeW 
York ellator said. This account was 
slllllma1'iied that day In the Hotline's 
Abortion Report, meaning that the na-' 
tional press would know about It. Our 
computerized searcl1 turns up no re­
porting on the 'MoynihaJl statement 
beyond the New Y'ark tabloid. Not 
quite up there with Bill Weld's beliefs, 
we guess, so unfit to print. 

Asides 

Do not misunderstand us. Abortion 
raises moral and personal ~ncerns of 
the deepest sort. But the- American 
President is not Moses or even the 
Pope. He is a mere mortal, the product 
of an enormously complex and varied 

We wish the American people well 
as they try in the months ahead to de­
cide whom they should vote for and 
why. On the evidence so far, it will be 
a struggle. 

Russian Tilter 
Russian politics is becoming fully 

civilized in one-sense: It's produced a 
hapless but relentless presidential can­
didate. None other than Mikhail Gor­
bachev is running for the presidency, 
though polls give him about 1% of the 
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vote, and voters sometimes try to beat 
him up at public appearances. He's 
also learned another trick of the West­
ern political trade: He says the polls 
are. mistaken. Also, his wife opposed 
the run, and his real job is working for 
a think tank. Positively American. 



Campaigns Grapple With Abortion Issue 
Catholic Hierarc~f Protests 

President's Veto of Ban 
On Late-Term Method 

By HILARy STOUT 
Staff Rqarln' oj THE WALl. STREET lot1llHAL 

WASIfiNGTON - President Clinton 
hoped to glide through his re-election cam· 
paign trumpeting his view that abortion 
should be. "sale, legal and rare," while 
Republicans beat 'each other' up oyer 
the emotional issue. The GOP is lollowing 
the script. But suddenly the president isn't 
sale lrom abortion bruises either: 

Mr. ClInton's recent veto 01 a bill 
banning a type 01 abortion'perlormed late 
in ,pregnancy has 
enra~ the Roman 

=~~:i 1'1!l!'!!'HIW;' 
inoPOOrtune time: f*.' ", ,' . .";,. midway through an ;.,.~, , , 
election year. At f_"· , 
stake are catholic I., .' , 
voters, an Impor- \';':'. "" . ; 
tant swing bloc that " .'. •. , 
has supported the 
winning candidate in the last 'live presi· 
dential elections. catholics account lor 30% 
01 voters nationwide and lor even more 
lIian that in several .battleground states, 
including New Jersey, MiclJigan and mi·' 
nois. Acutely cognizant 01 that lact, Sen. 
Robert Dole, the' presumed Republican 
presidential nominee, is considering nam­
ing a catholic running mate. 
BIshops to Send Letters 

As':-~",*,,~~~~~i~~ 

POUs show the majority 01 catholics 
lavor abortion rights and an even bigger 

. majority don't consider abortion the decid­
ing lactor in how they vole lor president. . 
Yet •. many abortion-rights S"ppot1ers. 
especlany catholics, are uncom!o~ble 
with the S''Offi!ure the vetoed bill sou t to. 
ban:· are atlvely rare 0 eration p 

.d 0 re an a 
fe c the 
bi cana an its et'mes 
crus to make passage easier. 
Clinton Wanted Change In Measure 

"I thi t 01 catholics took Bill 
Clinton at his word w e, 
leg rare,' " says Margaret O'Brien 
Stelnfels, editor 01 Commonweal, a liberal 
catholic magazine. "When there comes an 
opportunity to say at least sYlDbolir&Jly. . 
that1here is a point beyond which 'we 
shouldn t go In I!!-rlormin~ a~~ns, and 
he'S got kOmg Jelo th:L ~ ;nk tJiat 
shocked people.!' 

The Catholic Vote 
Percentage 01 vote going to each candidate 

• i976:Carter'(54%), Ford (44%) 
.1980: Reagan (50'1'0), Carter (42%), 
Andef10n (7%) 
.1984: Reagan (54%), Mandale (45%) 
.1988; Bush (52%), Dukakls (47%) 
.1992: Clinton (44%), ,Bush (38%), 
Perot (20%) 

~~====~-----------
Behind Republican D. iscor~ various new approaches, as are other 

abortion-rights activists. 
Is a search. for Consensus For example, Susan Cullman is chair' 

Over Plank m· Platform' woman 01 the GOP Coalition for Choice, 
whose central mission Is to remove the 
abortion plank adopted by the GOP con­
vention in 1992. She prelers to see the 

:/~~ abortion plank dropped lrom the plallorm 
SWJI _. 01 THE WALLS.....".". JOURNAL altogether. But lalling that, Ms. Cullman is 

WASIfiNGTON - The sudden public also willing to consider adding plallorm 
display of Republican divisions over abor- language that says the GOP welcomes 
tion has overshadowed something more people with dlllering viewpQints on abor­
meaningful: a private GOP search lor. tlon. Such soltening, IncluSive language 

votes to consensus. could help deter abortion·rights activists . 
On the surface, RepUblicans seem more lrom staging an all-out rebellion in San 

divided than ever over abortion. Patrick Diego. "The party would like to lind a 
. Buchanan is threatening a disruptive happy solution, and we'd like to be part 01 
walkout at the August convention in San the solution," Ms. Cullman says. 
Diego if the party backs away from 
Its 1992 platform, whlcIJ advocates a consti- CoJnpromise may be in the air in Con­
tutional amendment to protect the life 01 gress,: too. While Rep. Hyde has a lirm 
the unborn. At the same lime, a group 01 anti-abortion record, he is also someone 
Influential, abortion-rights governors, in· who is widely respected by all sides 01 the 
c1udlng California's Pete Wilson, New Jer- issue. ""m extremely lond 01 Henry Hyde 
sey's Christine Todd WhItman and New and work well with him," says ~York 
York's George Pataki want to drop or Rep. Sue Kelly, who Is !!Je--onlY woman 

rtion radically alter !he abortion plank 01 the abortion-rights supportl!r in the GOP 
UIIJIIIIIe!'-OL.J~-: platform.' lreshman class. ""m hopeful that we can 

Looking for Softer Language agree on tanguage that represents all sides 
MucIJ more is going on below the sur- and shows the openness 01 th so that 

lace. Indeed, many key GOP Insiders are we can be a big tenl Open deba . ways 
signaling a new willingness to forge a healthy." Rep. Kelly says she has 
compromise on the nettlesome abortion various drafts 01 new platform la 
platform plank. And by bringi!ig up the recent weeks. n 

issue now, party leaders are hoping to get 
abortion ofl the table by convention time. Buchanan camp Won't Back Down 
So, what now appears to be another noisy The most acute problem lor Sen. Dole is 
distraction lor Sen. Robert Dole's troubled that, while many abortion activists on both 
preSidential campaign may simply be a sides sound open to possible compromises, 

;~~~~~~~~~~~~: dillicull but inevitable step lorward. Mr. Buchanan's camp, which includes By picking Rep. Henry Hyde 01 minois, 
~is one that's not _ a staunch abortion loe, to .mrsee the such ardent anti'abortion lorces as Phyllis 

going go away," says Paul Mifsud, chlel plallorm IVIiting, Sen. Dole is'signalinghis' Schlafiy's Eagle Forum, doesn't. Bay Bu-
01 starl to Gov. George VolnoVlch 01 OhiO lidelity to an anti.abortion platform plank chanan, Mr. Buchanan's sister and point 
and a volunteer adviser to the Republican Dole aides say. But Increasingly, Republl: . person on the abortiO,n debate, says Bu' 
Natio~Co~!"ltteeoncathOlicandelhnic cans are quietly talking about hying to ,chanan lorces wouldn t accept something. 
voters. ThIS IS a very delinlng issue. This . make that kind of ~Iank more palatable to like the current abortion plank With some 
is not about rape·and Incest; this IS abOut abortion.rightsRepublicans by adding ian· _·n. - - n ---

InlliHdtlde. guage saying ·the party understands that 
Clinton Branded as Extre~ some members hold diflerent views. The GOP Platform 

'W E BELIEVE ihe unborn 
child has a fundamental 
individual right to life that 

cannot be inlringed. We therefore reaf­
firm our support for a human lile 
amendment to the Constitution, and we 
endorse legislation to make it clear that 
the 14th Amendment's protections apply 
to unborn children: 

AI the same time, the Christian CoaIi· 
tion's Ralph Reed, in a new book, oIlers 
draft plallorm language that omits men. 
tion 01 a constitutional amendment and 
speaks more generally abourthe need lor 
"all legal and constitutional means" to 
protect the lives 01 the unborn. Mr. Reed 
says he stili supports a human-life amend· 
ment to the Constitution and is "aston­
ished" that some -have read his sugges· 
tions . as a retreat lrom an anti-abortion 
position. -1992 RepubliCan Party Platform 
. Still, his wlIlingness to consider linguis-

tic changes to the 1992 ,platform is a major added language saying the party Is open to 
development, one that may give the Dole other views. " 

..!Ill..ll..JiWl...I1"'-'lIIL.1ILJUrun. camp greater latitude to look lor difleren! "Totally unacceptable," says Ms. Bu. 
ure. plallorm lormulations. chanan. To single out the abortion plank in 

The added Irritant lar.the admlnistra- 'A Step In the RIght DIrection' . particular and sanction dissenting views 
tion is .the blistering campaign of th~ Similar sentiments have been ex· lrom it "is to water down our platlorm, 
catholic church ~whicIJ has backed Mr. pressed in the past.by another prominent which is pro-liIe." The Christian Coali­
CllDton on other issues, including health GOP abortion loe, lormer Education Secre-
ca and If baul Th h th lion's Mr. Reed says he would be similarly re we are over . aug e tary William Bennett. He has argued for 
church olten speaks out on legislative de-emphasizing the drive lor a constitu- concerned about singling out abortion as 
matters, this anti-abortion bill has ener- tional amendment and locusirig on. more an iss'ue on which to note dillerences 01 
gized catholic· leaders unlike any cause in practical ways to reduce abortions. And opinions. 
recefit mpmOQl_ _ ,- i Mr. Bennett was at Dole campaign head- Privately, even some anti-abortion Re-
Mobilizing In the Other Direction I quarters yesterday, meeting with Dole publicans think President Bush's forees 

But the clJurcIJ's campaign manager Scott Reed, discussing made a mistake in 1992 by going Into the 
case have a range 01 issues. party convention determined to avoid 

a Such moves are "a step in the right changing a word In the existing platform 
a mobl- direction," says Ann E. Stone, who heads language on abortion, thereby 'angering 

in the other direction. A Republicans for Choice, a political action dissenters who thought they should at 'Ieast 
. lot women are angry at the catholic committee. "The Dole people understand get a hearing. 

Mr. Clinton says he vetoed the bill to 
protect women's lives and would have 
s.!gned·it if Republicans agreed to add an 
exception allowing the procedure to pre­
vent "serious adverse health conse­
quences" lor the mother. But Republicans, 
tike the won't let the issue die. 

clJurch," says Frances Kissling, president that status quo is a problem lor them. The' Party Chairman Haley Barbour, who is 
01 cathofu:!; lor a Free Choice, a group that Impetus is there lor change." Ms. Stone is in a position to influence the outcome' 01 the 

, didn't take sides publicly on the late-term still planning to stage an abortion-rights plallorm debate, isn't saying what his 
abortion bill. rally in San Diego, replete with Hollywood 

pass by a 
veto-prool margin, Majority Leader Dole 
will relish the prospect 01 an override vote 
th~re as an opoonuouv lj! oahlt Mr. Cnn­
ton as an extremist on abortion rights. 

"He said he wanted to make abortions 
rare, but fils oollcles are COUnDed Waking 
the extreme posinon 01 vetoing ConfiSs's 
baton pamat-mdb abridjoDS i se~le 
sai!!... In a recent speech. 

Though it is unlikely that backers 01 the 

stars (Membe I h . cI strategy will be. But he urges Republicans 
Mr. Clinton has repeatedly appealed to .' rs 0 er group In ude 

catholics, through his work to bring peace actresses Dina Merrill and Delta Burke.) to remember that "one 01 the great suc­
to Northern Ireland and his appoinlment 01 But she, too, seems willing to explore cesses 01 our party in three years 01 victory 
a number 01 catholics to high.ranking alter victory has been the way pro-lile 
posts. Last year, the WhIte House desig. Republican voters consistently vote lor 
nated a lull-time starler, John Hart, to pro-clJoice Republican candidates, and 
reacIJ out to the catholic community. pro-choice Republican voters consistently 

Hoping to counter the bishops, some vote lor pro-lile Republican candidates. 
catholic groups have been writing letters 
01 support to the White House and sending 
material outlining the president's lavor-
able record to hundreds 01 catholic groups. 
"In this election cycle," Ms. Kissling says, 
"the stakes are so high in terms 01 every­
thing else they believe in as catholics - all 
the socialjuslice issues 01 the church-that 
for the bishops to go dter (Clinton) on 
abortion is dangerous. ". 
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r Clinton~ Cabinet Meet on China Sanctions 
u.s. Sends Envoy as Relations Become More Strained 

With Sino·U.S. relations headed toward 
more bumps in the road, President Clinton 
met with cabinet members to discuss the 
· prospect of Imposing trade sanctions on 
China witljout shattering the overall reia· 

,tlonship. . 
The primary focus of yesterday's 45· 

· minute meeting was !,he Clinton admlnis· 

By Wall Street Journal staff reo 
porters Kathy Chen in BeUing and 
Robert S. Greenberger in Washing· 
!on •. 

· tration's olt'stated threat to Impo~e $2 
billlon In penaltles on Beijing for what the 

· U.S. views as inadequate enforcement of a 
· 1995 agreement to protect American soft· 
ware and other Intellectual property 

· against piracy. The administration is setto 
act May IS, alter a folloW'up visit to Beijing 
by a trade official, beltinnlng this week, to 
see If China has complied with U.S. condl· 

· tlons. 
"There Is no negotiating effort going 

on. He's there to see what they've done and 
haven't done," said a U.S. Official. White 
House Press spokesman Michael McCurry 

· added: "If China does not live up to the 
, agreements that It has made with !he 
· 'United States, we will Impose stiff sanc'. 
tions." 

Mr. Clinton and his top aides also 
brleUy reviewed how to deal with charg:es 

· that China shipped Pakistan equipment 
used to make l'uclear weapons, but no 
decisions were, taken. Under U.S .. law, 

So far, though, Beijing isn't cpoperat· 
Ing. Indeed, China threatens that If the 
U.S. imposes the trade sanctions, It will 
retaliate - and then some. "China's reac· 
tion would be a tooth for a tooth," Zhang 
Yuejlao, a director g;eneral of the Ministry 
of Foreign Trade and Economic Coopera· 
tion, Insisted In an Interview. "And I can 
conUrm that the value of [goods affected 
by) China's munter·measures would ex· 
ceed the value [of goods affected by) any 
U.S. retaliatory measures." 

Mr. Clinton Is receiving some domestic 
help, of sorts. Sen. Robert Dole, the pre­
sumptive Republican presidential noml· .. 
nee, Is set to give a major address on Asia 
today In which he Is expected to echo 
President Clinton's support for renewal of 
China's most·favored·nation trade status, 
even as he criticizes the preSident's overall 
Asia policy. Th~ speech win stress the 
primacy of America's relationship with 
Japan and argue for developing mlsslle-de­
fense systems, whictl might be use!,!1 to 
Asian allles. " 

I 

Sen. Dole's expected remarks will make 
It more difficult for Republicans to ,turn the 
MFN debate Into a major presidential 
campaign Issue - the way candidate Clln· 
ton did four yeats ago. They also help. 

,~. ~. "' ,- '. 

assure that the Senate won't vote io revoke 
China's trade status, a move that could be 
made by the House. . 
A Lot of Friction 

Bilateral trade frictions are the worst 
since the two sides retreated from the 
brink last year, when Beijing pledged to 
clean up dozens of factories churning out 

By pressing Beijing . 
hard on trade issues 

now,.President Clinton 
may be trying to deflect 
congress~onal pressure to 
rupture China's access to 
the U.S. market. 

fake music and software compact disks, as 
well as to open Its market to foreign music . 
and entertainment products. :rhe u.s. says 
those things haven't happened - Indeed, 
Industry estimates of the number of fake 
CDs being made in China have soared to 
200 million and damage. estimates run 
more than $2 billion. 

":': . : .. ~.: : :., 

f· 

To underscore Its determination, the 
administration has prepared a list of Chi· 
nese imports that would be subject to . 
penalties. The U.S. prepared a similar list i 
last year, bu~ stepped back froin sanctions 
alter Beijing pledged cooperation. This I 

year, In a significant signal to China, the 
administration has added some textile 
products, an linportant source of export 
earnings (or China that was held off last 
year's list because of a separate bilateral 
textile accord. 

If the administration takes retaliatory 
trade action, the list WllUld be subject to a 
30-day public comment peI10d before pen' 
alties were Imposed. This; In effect, gives 
the two sides another month to work out a 
solution. The Initial list Is expected to total 
as much as 53 billion, as U.S. officials 
anticipate reductions during the comment 
period. . 

In Beljlng,.Ms. Zhang said China has 
Improved In areas cited by the U.S. as 
troUble spots. For example, China has shut . 
. factories that were found pirating compact '. 
and laser disks; Improved market access, 
Increased Inspections and strenglhened 
border controls, she said. Of the 31 plants 
said by the U.S. to be pirating 1I1sks, Ms. 
Zhang said, seven had been closed, three 
haven't started manufacturing; and the 
remainder operate legally. She challenged 
U.S. allegations that 13 new factories have 
opened and are pirating goods. 

Gerold F. Setb in Washington 
contributed to this article. 

..... ;. 

· "willful" aid to a nuclear·weapons pro­
gram would require stiff penalties. 

< 'Blpartlsan Anger THE WALL STREET JOURNAL THURSDAY, MAY 9,19961 
· On both issues, the administration 

needs visible cooperation from China to 
serve as political cover for what is likely to 
be a bruising congressional debate begin· 
ning later this month over Mr. Clinton's 
expected renewal of China's trading 
status. There is bipartisan anger in Con· 

· gress over China's human·rlghts behavior, 
trade and weapons·prollferatlon practices 

· and its recent bullying of Taiwan. 
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Gingrich: 
Minimum 
wage'will 
face vote 
But Armey vows 
to resist measure 
By Joyce Price 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

House Speaker Newt Gingrich 
says he expects a vote on a 
minimum-wage increase in the 
"next month to five weeks" and he 
wants the measure tied to a wel­
fare or Medicaid reform bill. 

"But let me make this point 
about the minimum wage: The i 

unions are demanding a minimum 
wage with nothing for small busi­
ness, nothing for farm families:' 
he said yesterday on the CBS show ; 
"Face the Nation." 

"A Federal Reserve study ... 
seems to indicate it could kill as 
many as 400,000 jobs. ... So if 
you're going to have any kind of 
minimum-wage increase, 1 think 
you've got to have offsets for small 
business so you don't kill jobs:' the 
Georgia Republican said. 

Mr. Gingrich said he'll push a 
"small-business offset for the cost 
of government:' Government, he 
said, is "hurting ,small busineSS 
and family farms ... through tax­
ation, regulation and litigation ... 

see VOTE, page Ali 
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"--~ I ----- --O-n-o--:th-er issues, Mr. Gingrich, 

VOTE said: 

From page Al 
• The final House-Senate immi­

gration bill will allow states to 
deny illegal immigrants access to 

so they can't hire more people." public schools. This proposal was 
The speaker criticized Presi- a key element of Proposition 187, 

dent Clinton, calling him an "ex- which California voters over­
tremist" on abortiorl rights and whe1mingly approved in 1994. 
wrong when he portrays GOP pro- "The federal government does­
posals to slow Medicare spending' n't do its job on illegal immigrat!0~ 
growth as actual reductions. and doesn't pay for Califorrua s 

The president, he said, has "zero costs and that is wrong:' he said. 
interest" in balancing the budget. ' • The House will "probably" 

Mr.Gingrichaisoattackedlabor pass a bill to reshape federal af­
unions and liberals for failing ,to firmative action. "I think that the 
show conCern for unskilled work- , commitment ... that every Amer­
ers who could lose their jobs if the ican should be treated equally 
minimum wage is increased. without the government being ! 
"They're apparently, for political prejudiced is a very important ' 
campaign reasons, prepared to kill commitment. 1 think something 
400,000 jobs for the poorest ~er- will probably pass the House." 
icans in order to have a political • Congress will pass more tax 
spot:' he said. ' cuts, and they will resemble those 

The administration says a already sent to the president. "I 
9O-cent increase in the minimum think you can have a $50o-per-child 
wage will not have a significant tax credit ... which puts money in , 
effect on employment levels. parents' hands instead of bureau-

Mr. Gingrich's desire to make a crats. 1 think this year you could 
minimum-wage increase part of have a cap'ita! gains tax cut to cre­
other disputed measures is un- ate jobs. That's probably the most 
likely to please Democrats, who've you ,can get done, as long as you 
called for a clean u~r-down vote have a liberal president:', ' 
on a minimum-wage bill. • He does not believe that an 
, "Well, it's a clean vote in ... that 'agreement to balance 'the budget 
it will be on the floor, and it will be in six or seven years ,can, be 
a straight up-or-down vote:' he reached with Mr. Clinton. "You 
said. , ' .', have a White House which pos-

While thespeairer promised a, tures, says things that are false 
vote on the minimuIllMage, House ' and has zero interest in a' real 
Majority Leader Dick Arme}r, in- ' agreement!' ' 
terviewed ,on NBC's "Meet the ' • He expects Sen. Bob Dole of 
Press:' promised to do all he cali to Kansas to remain majority leader 
block one. while running for president but to 

"I will not bring a bill to the floor delegate more authority to Major­
if 1 can avoid it that has this kind ity Whip 'Irent LOtt of Mississippi. 
of hard policy in it:' the ThXas Re-
publican said. ' 

"I have no ability to block every- ' 
thing that 1 would like to block, ; 
even something this callous" when 
polities is running this rampant in 
the country and when the unions 
are spending $7.0 million beating' 
up on pe'ople all over the country. 
This is payoff to the unions." 

More than 25 House Republi- I 
cans support an increase in the 
minimum wage. 

The minimum wage is not the 
first big issue the speaker and rna-

_ jority leader have disagreed on. 
Mr. Armey was an early proponent 
of a flat tax, a concept Mr. Ging­
rich criticized. 

Asked about their relationship, 
Mr. Armey said: "You know, 
friends can disagree and still' re­
main friends. Newt and 1 are, 1 
think, very good friends. We have 
our disagreements on a lot of sub­
jects, but the one little thing about 
the Republican Party is you can 
have your disagreements. We don't 
require everybody to toe the party ! 
line in our party:" I 



Asked if he can think of any cir-

P rti 1 birth a· bom-on ~~~ti~c:U1ueb~!C~-b:: • a a -formed instead' of the procedure 
he uses, Dr. Hem replied: "There 

cal d b te are no contraindications til the 

stir- s a' medl- 'e . a pr~r~dM:~s~; Vanderbilt ~id . 
,1 NAF is "stretcnmg" It wnen I~ sa~s ': I . . • ____ _ 

Some doctors say itsn~ver best OptlO~ ::~~n~~~:ii:fttor:~:~~ 
. - ardy when distress, depreSSion, no other cboice 

. anxiety might arise." Indeed, Coreen Costello, a Los By Joyce Price ' 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES. In a recent appearance on Angeles-area woman who ~e­

ABC's "This Week:' Health and scribed herself as a conservative 
Dispute rages . in the medical Human Services Secretary Donna Republican pro-lifer, said she re-

community as to whether Iate- E. Shalala tried to clarifY the kinds luctantly had the procedure when 
'term partial-birth abortions are of health cases where partial-birth she was seven months pregnant 
sometimes necessary to protect abortions mightl>e requir~d . and "no one ever mentioned" the 
the health of a mother, as the Clin- She repeated Mr. Clin,mn's as- procedure used by Dr. Hem. 
ton administration claims. sertion he would be willing to sign Mrs. Costello said the baby 

President Clinton vetoed a GOP bill that's "lllIITOwly drawn." She daughter she aborted had a lethal 
bill to ban partial-birth abortions, ~isted he would not sign legisla- neurological disorder, a swollen 
saying the legislation needed to al- tion alloWing partial-birth a1?<>r- head severely underdeveloped 
low the procedure when doctors tions for women with ~ediC;al lung~, and stiff, unmovable mus-
determined it is required to pre- problems, such as depreSSion, dis- cles and joints. "She couldn't have 

, vent "serious adverse health con- tress or anxiety, or who are carry- lived outside the womb more than 
sequences" for the mother. ing babies with Down syndrome or an hour:' she said. 

The bill he vetoed already had another non-lethal disorder. But Mrs. Saporta said digoxin,. a 
provisions permitting this proce- "What we're talking about is a medication commonly used to kill 
dure when it is necessary to save woman who has serious health an unborn child before delivery 
the life of a mother and no other problems be~u~e the fetus. inside "can interfere with genetic anal-
medical alternativ.e .. is a. v. ailable. f h 's very ill Itself and IS fatal .,,' , o er I ". YSIS. 

-~-,-,-- ;:-:". . ·d ... cases where the fetus ,,18 1!-0t No one has any national statis-
th~~~:O:P~:!t~ f:jY e!I~Vj~er. viable [outside the womb], Miss tics about how many partial-birth 
H N wt i!lngnch Shalala said. '. abortions are performed annually. 

ouse :.peaKer e '" UIf another procedure is not Dr. Martin Haskell, an Ohio abor-said yesterday on the CBS pro- if . , . to 
gram "Face the Nation." He also available to them,' It s go~. tion doctor who says he does the 
urged the pro-life community to mean that they're going to die,or procedure "routinely" in the sec-
concentrate on the issue, which he if it is going to mean that they are ond trimester, has acknowledged 

d lin Permanently disabled, where they - . '. 1 000' hi: said "clearly puts Presi ent C - could never have children agairi;'if performmg more than, m s 
ton in an extremist position" on '--___ . .. career . 

. abortion rights. this is the only procedure that's Dr. Haskell has said only about 
Dr.:ErankBoehm,directorofob- available to them, then we must 20 percent of the partial-birth 

stetrics at Vanderbilt Uruversity make it available to them." . abortions he's performed involved 
Medical Center, in Nasliville, Miss Shalala said women "who unborn children with genetic dis-
Thnn., inSiStS mere are no medical . have certain kinds of health condi- orders. He says the others were . 
circumstances m which a partial- tions must use this procedure" "electiVe." , 
birth abut duti IS me orily safe al- rather than undergoing a "major ' Dr. Hem said Dr. Haskell is the 
ternatIVe. operation" to abort '* deliver an only. U.S. doctor performing the 

"We'"Take care of [pregnant] unborn child that has no chance of procedure "routinely." , 
women who are very sick, and ba-' survival. NAF says the procedure Co~-

see ABORTION, page AI2 

ABORTION 
From page Al 
bies who are very. sick, and we 
never perform. partial-birth abor-
tions .... There are plenty of alter-
natives .... This is clearly a proCe-
dure no obstetrician needs to do:' 
Dr. Boehm said. 

The term "partial-birth abor­
tion" was coined by Congress and 
is not an official medical term. 

The vetoed bill describes the 
procedure, which is performed in 
second and third trimesters: An 
abortion provider "partially vag­
ina1ly delivers a living fetus before 
killing the fetus and completing 
the delivery." Delivery is facili­
tated by opening the skull and in­
serting a catheter to suck out the 
brain, making the skull small 
enough to exit the cervix. 

Abortion opponents charge that 
the health exemption to the 
partial-birth abortion ban sought 
by Mr. Clinton would :reslilt in 
"abortion on demand" because the 
Supreme Court says the health of 
the pregnant woman "is in jeop-

------~~--.-------- ~. €l)e l\ltWlJingtllU w,uue~ 
* MONDAY, MAY 6,1996 

She gave examples of women gress 'Janis to rum IS necetsaty. m 
who are severe diabetics ",who cases m which an unborn· child 
don't heal readily:' who she said suffers from severe hydroc~"Oaly, . 
would be at risk if they underwent or he'ad etnargement from e~cess 
such surgery. "If a woman is a he- fluid In me skUll; Without mter­
mophiliac, majQr surgery would ',ventton, they say, a woman co.l1Jd 
not be an option!' . face a ruptured cervix or uterus 

Dr. Boehm called that statement and be derued the c!llUlce to get 
"outrageous." Hemophilia .is a pregnant again. . . , 
"male disease:' he said. " ... You Rut Rep. Henry J. Hyde. illinOIS ',:­
could probably count the number RepuQ.hcan and chairman of the 
of female, hemophiliaCS in this Judiciary Com~nee QUPT!jlg a· 
country on one hand." nationally recogruzed authority ~n 

Vicki Saporta, executive direc- feuiI and maternar medicme, S81d 
tor of the National Abortion Fed: that In such cases the standard 
eration (NAF), an organization treanneht IS cephalocentesIs> re­
that opposes the partial-birth moval of excess flUid through ~a 
abortion ban, provided statements needle" while tbe unbOrn child IS 
from a handful of women who in qtero. 
underwent such procedures. .; 

All were .women who wanted 
their pregnancies but wlio learned 
out late that their unborn child had 
"severe anomalies" that gave them 
no hope for survival... The women 
reportedly went to many doctqrs 
about their problem pregnancies 
and were told this abortion was the 
safest option. 

Dr. Warren Hem, a CplpradO ob­
stetrician who specializes in late­
term abortions and IS author of 
''Abortion Practice," the most 
widely used textbook on abortion 
standards, says he doesn't perf::.."111 
partiiil-birth abortIOns. 

"I don't need to do them," he 
, said. ''1 induce fetal demise" be­
fore dehve bY injecting a grug 
into the unborn child. He said he 
knows one doctor who kills tHe un­
born child before delivery oy in­
j:cting air. 
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CatholicS target Clinton on abortion 
.l 

By Paul Beda d 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

Church neutra1ity 
The Roman Catholic bishops in is in doubt in '96, 

America are so sharply rebuking ___ _ 
President CliIiton for his veto of support an override· of Mr. Clin, 
the partial-birth abortion ban that ton's veto. This is uncommon, and 
many Catholics see the rebuke as Catholic leaders say it will have a 
evidence that the president has . 
b t ted ti d 

~ . N strong ImDact. 
een arge or e.eat m ovem- "There(s a real renewal sweep, 

be~e bishops, who have been ing the Catholic Church:' says 
. . Gary Bauer of the Family Re-
jomed in the criticism by Pope search Council. "There's a lot of 
~ohn Paul.II, describe the pres, things happening to get people 
~nt's action as striking at the back to the core beliefs. Clinton's 

heart of Chrlswm teaching. veto of the partial,birth abortion 
. At the hea~ of the controversy ban is a real maker issue for them:' 
IS .the abortion procedure, in Agrees Michael A. Ferguson, 
":hich th~ fully formed' baby is executive director of the Catholic 
killed as It moves feet first from Campaign for America: "There 
the birth canal. The physician certainly Will be an organized ef-
pierces its skull with scissors and fort. at political education of 
its tiny brain is suctioned through churchgoers. "I don't think many 
a tube inserted in the wound. people can 'think of a time when 

In an extraordinary departure the Catholic hierarchy and mem-
bers have been so' focused and ac­

fT?ID diplomatic protocol, Mr.' tive electo.rally." 
Cli~ton's own ambassador to the Groups such as Mr. Ferguson's 
Vatican, Raymond Flynn of Bos- and the U.S. Catholic Conference 
ton, a Catholic, stood with the bish, already are conducting direct­
ops against the president. '. mail efforts to get Catholics to 

"Ithinkthe Catholic Church and push for the override of Mr. Clin­
the Holy Father are absolutely . ton's veto, and to encourage Catho­
right on ~s," Mr. Flynn said of .lics to go to the polls in November. 
Pope John'Paui II's criticism of the . "People are taking this very se-
president. . riously and' very personally," 

. Cardinlll Bernard Law of Bos' Helen Alavare of the' Bishops' Of­
ton,one of the most influential' fice of Pro-Life Activities said of 
American bishops, said that lead- Mr. Clinton's repeated acti.Jns to' 

oppose restrictions on abortion. 
see CLINTON, page ~IO Administration officials say 

C. LINf
'-- ._. "0' i., ... N they doubt that the issue will unite 

Catholic voters against Mr. Clinton 
in November. They cite polls to 

From page Al support their argument that Cath-
olics are pot voters swayed by a 
single issue. ; ers whose duties conflictwith per­

, sonal convictions - Mr. Clinton 
: has said that he personally op­
: poses partial-birth abortions -
, should resign. 
;. Cardinal John 'O'Connor of New . 
: York, in his Sunday sermon, de-
: fended the pope's right to offer 
, ~oral guidan.ce even if the politi-
: clans don't like it. But Cardinal 
: O'Connor carefully avoided the 
,.use of Mr. Clinton's name, and 
: when he was asked whether he 
, thinks this is sufficient reason for 
:. Catholics to vote against Mr. Clin~ 
;: ton, he replied: ' .. 

"For most Americans and most 
American Catholics, this is an is­
sue they understand is' difficult, 
but understand there are two sides 
of the argument," says White 
House Spokesman Michael Mc­
Curry. Some _analysts agree. "I 
don't think there's much hay to be 
made on that issue," says Curtis 
Gans, executive director of the 

Committee for the Study 'of the 
American Electorate. 

The White House h8s continued 
the administration's outreach to 
Catholic leaders, either directly 
by the president or by Catholic Ii, 
aison John Hart. , 

The president has supported 
several positions favored by most 
American Catholics, such as 
brokering peace efforts in North, 
em Ireland and protecting social 
welfare programs. 

'~We still hope to have a con­
structive relationship;' says senior 
Clinton adviser George Stephan­
opoulos. . 

In recent elections, Catholics 
accounted for 30 percent of the 

. vote and seemed to focus their at­
tention more on economic and wel­
fare issues more'than abortion. A 
recent 'IlnTance Group poll found 
that 1 in 3 Catholic voters favor 
pro-choice candidates. 

But Catholics have been moving 
. from the Democratic Party to the 
Republican Party. In the 1992 elec­
tion, for example, Mr. Clinton won 

I a plurality of Catholics, but by the 
1994 midterm elections, the Catho­
lic majority went to the GOP. 

"The White House likes to say 
Catholics don't vote as a bloc and 
th~t's true. But they make up' one, 
third of the electorate, so if you get 
as percentto 8 perCent swing, that 
changes the election;' the Catholic 
Cam.paign for America's Mr. Fer-
gusOnsays. . 

, . "Well, I can only speak for my­
: self. I think Catholics will vote the 
: way they want to vote. But it does 
, seem to me that the basic right to 
: life, which is so imperiled by a pro­
: cedure such as this, would cer· 
:. t:ainly cause one to think very, very 
:: carefully before voting for some­
'. one who would be supportive of 
:: permissiveness with regard to this 

mt,e .~lJington m-~ 
:. procedure." . 
;. In addition, the American cardi· 
: nals have. asked parish priests to 
;. urge their congregations to put 

pressure on their congressmen to 
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Dole lashes 
his critics, 
says agenda 
must wait 
By Laurie Kellman 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

Senate Majority Leader Bob 
Dole yesterday said it's too soon to·, 
present an election-year legisla­
tive agenda and told the Repub­
lican critics blaming him for the ' 
party's doldrums to back off un­
less they're ready to "get in the 
arena" with him. 

"It's too early," Mr. Dole said in 
response to those who say .. ~e's 
failed to create a strategy uruting 
Republicans behind the themes 
his presidential campaign will em­
phasize. "We've had a good year." 

. Several Republican lawmakers 
and congressional aides inter­
viewed yesterday did not second 
Mr. Dol-:'s upbeat assessment. 
The)' said Republicans are in the 

see DOLE, page AlO ---_. 

; DOLE 
, : From page Al 

; grip of an oppressive, prolonged 
funk. 

"It's nasty out there:' a House 
; leadership aide ~d. '. 
" Most Republicans were reluc­
: tant to discuss their concerns pub­
: U.cly, but they said sagging morale 
, has resulted from anxiety over the 
: lack of a legislative agenda to 
:, ~unter harassment from unified 
" uemocrats. 

..: "We are going through a Repub­
}jcan period of being in a funk:' 
House Speaker Newt Gingrich 
Said Monday to' contributors to 

\.. 

GOPAC, a 'political fund-raising 
organization he once led. 

At the same event, former Edu­
cation Secretary William Be,nnett 
'said -Mr. Dole should step down as 
majority leader and concentrate 
on his presidential campaign. 

"There's very little enthusiasm 
about Bob Dole:' said Mr. Bennett, 
who campaigned in primaries for 
former Thnnessee Gov. Lamar 
Alexander. "He's basically conser­
vative ... but not what you'q call a 
deep believer." 

Then, without naming Mr. Dole, 
Mr. Bennett said party activists 
should resent setbacks dealt to the 
1994 "Republican revolution" by a 
congressional leader "compro-' 
mising too readily and too often." 

"Go out and get in the arena,like 
Thddy Roosevelt said," Mr. Dole re­
sponded yesterday. "Go out there 
and make your case if you think 
.you can do it better." 

But even Mr. Dole's allies ac­
knowledge he has failed to put 
forth an agenda for Congress -
the arena he likes best and the one 
that costs his campaign the least 
money. 

"We ~ave got to do a better job 
of explaining that we are as con­
cerned about the future of Amer­
i~, and it doesn't alI have to do 
With money," Sen. John McCain 
Arizona Republican and close ad: 
viser to Mr. Dole, told the Thcson. 
Citizen on Monday. , 

The sour mood plaguing Repub­
licans has resulted in 'part from 
Democratic successes in forcing 
Mr. Dole to pull important bills 
from the floor, including an immi­
gration bill last week and term­
limits legislation yesterday. 

'IWenty-two House Republicans 
last week broke ranks with Mr. 
Dole and endorsed a $1 increase in 
the minimum wage. Mr. Dole has 
not set a date fOr a vote on the 
measure. Other Republicans want 
the matter resolved quickly. 

Many Republicans also ex­
pressed anxiety ,over the lack of 
legislative direction being pro­
vided by Mr. Dole, to whom Mr. 
Gingrich has surrendered author­
ity for charting Congress' course. 

The Washington Times yeater-
if8y reported that Mr. GingriCh 
holds weekly agenda-setting meet­
ings with a handful of senators and 
representatives of Mr. Dole's Sen­
ate and campaign offices and the 
Republican National Committee. 

"They're going to begin in an, 
orderly way to put before the peo­
ple, with clarity and repetition, the 
differences between Dole and' 
Clinton," Republican National 
Committee Chairman Haley Bar­
bour said. He spoke yesterday at 
the Senate's weekly Republican, 
luncheon. 

"We are working on a real 
agenda," Senate Majority Whip 
'Irent Lott of MissiSSippi said yes­
terday. 

But that plan, sources told The 

Times, will not taIteshape'Willr 
Memorial Day. That means Repub­
licans will likely remain on the de­
fensive while Democrats push 
their own agenda. 

"Way before the convention I e~­
peet voters to have a clear under­
standing of the differences and the 
agenda," Mr. Barbour said. "That's 
far more important than how they 
feel at some date in April." 

Mr. McCain said the Republican 
Party has failed to explain that its 
budget cuts have "fundamentally 
changed the framework of the 
debate" about the role of govern­
ment and fulfilled promises to re­
duce ~aste. He said the party also 
has failed to convince voters that 
cuts have not hurt basic services. 



AMA investment advice: Dump tobacco 
. ' 
~. 

" .-. 

By Lorraine Woellert 
THE W'SHINCnON nMES 

In the latest volley between the to­
bacco industry and anti-smoking advo­
cates, the American Medical Associ­
ation yesterday urged people .to sell 
their stakes in tobacco stocks. 

The AMA released a list of 13 to­
bacco stocks and almost 1,500 mutual 
funds that hold tobacco stocks~ The, 
doctors group asked inVestors to put 
their money elsewhere., , 

"Big businesses survive a'nd 
flourish because investors invest:' said 
George Lundberg, editor of the Jour­
nal of the American Medical Associ­
ation. "If you hate tobacco, don't buy 
tobacco stocks!' 

The group said 21 percent of the na­
tion's 7,000 mutual funds had tobacco 
holdings at last check. Some of the big­
gest and most successful, including Fi-
delity's Magellan, d? nO,t. . 

Several other Fidehty funds dId 
make the list, as did portfolios from T. 
Rowe Price, Dean Witter, First Amer­
ican, Goldman Sachs' and Merrill 
Lynch. ' 

The AMA plans to update the list 

-, FULL OF SMOKE , 
Half of the nallon's 10 largest equity mutual funds held tobacco stocks as of Feb. . 
29, according to a portfolro screening done tor the American Medical Association: 

Mutual lund Assets TObacco 

1. Adellty Magellan 
2. Investment Co. of America 
3. Vanguard Index 500 " , 
4. Washlngton,Mutual Investors' 
5. Adellty Growth & Income 
8. Adeflty Puritan 
7. Adelity Contrafund 
8. ,20th Century UKra 
9. Income Fund 01 America 

10. Vanguard Windsor 
Sou<oo: IlMIStor _Cent« 

annually and publish it in the group'S 
journal. 

Thbacco analysts yesterday scoffed 
at the AMA's investment advice. 

"I would advise the surgeons who 
are members of the AMA to stop doing 
risky operations:' T. Rowe Price ana­
lyst Art Cecil said. "What do they know 

(In billions) stocks 
$55.1 No 
26.9 No' 
19.8 Yes 
19.8 ,Yes 
16.9 Yes 
16.4 Yes 
16.3 No 
162 No 
14.3 ' Yes 
14.0 No 

Tho Wa8hIngIon T1rnes 

about the investment business? This 
isn't an investment commentary; it's a 
social commentary." 

The AMA list included 14 T. Rowe 
Price mutual funds that held tobacco 
stocks as of last year. Mr. Cecil said the 
investment firm has no plans for a c0-
ordinated divestiture of tobacco-

related holdings. 
"All our portfolios are managed by 

different people. Some people are. 
, maybe selling and others are buying:! 
Mr. Cecil said., 

The AMA, the nation's largest trade 
group for doctors, sold its tobacCO-­
related stocks a decade ago, and other 
health organizations followed suit. ,A: 
few major universities, including HIlI':' 
vard and Johns Hopkins, sold their ~ 
bacco holdings in the last few years. 

Fina~cial analysts continue 'to tout' 
'the investment merits of cigarette 
companies, which are growinlf 
strongly despite increasing regulatiOn' 
and hundreds of lawsuits. ", 

The nation's No.2 cigarette maker, 
RJR Nabisco Holdings Corp., yester.­
~ay announced thatfirst-quarter pl'9.f; 
Its rose 5.6 percent, more than e~­
pected, as cigarette sales surged )~ 
percent. ;,0 I, 

'''I think you put your money where 
your mouth is:' said AMA Secretar.y­
'Il'easurer Randolph Smoak, a surgeon 
fl'!lm South Carolina. "We would,hope 
that you, as an investor, ... would real' 
ize, 'Hey, I'm supporting tobacco:" .;~ • 

.. ! .. 
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the welcome 
Clinton. . 

Last summer, the Ancient Or­
der of Hibernians asked Mr. Clin­
ton to address its meeting this 
July in St. Paul, MinD. But over 
the weekend, in reaction to Mr.. 
Clinton's veto of a ban on partiaI­
birth abortions, the group's board 
voted to rescind the invitation, 
the New York Post reports. 

"We look at this as taking 
a very extreme position - there's 
a very thin line between this and 
infanticide:' said Edward Wal­
lace, president of the organi-
zation. . 

Inside 

The White House had neither ing March. The figures come 
accepted nor rejected the initial from a report Mr. Buchanan filed 
invitation, reporter Deborah Orin with the Federal Election Com-
said. mission yesterday. . 

Mr. Clinton has been courting Dozens of them were from, 
. the Irish-American vote, based churches, including a 55 check 
on his intervention. in the dispute from Sister Arlene Blare in the 
over British rule in Northern Ire- Sisters of Chretienne convent 

r:nd'~'~~~~~~R~I' return toa 
GOP conservative: 

Richard A. Viguerie of 
says that by Fairfax County. 

supporting President Clinton's Maybe it just wasn't enough. 
veto of the partial-birth abortion 
ban, Massachusetts Gov. William 
F Weld and New Jersey Gov. 
Christine 'lbdd Whitman "have 
shown that they are the spokes­
men not for a major wing of the 
GOP, but for an extremist ftinge." 

Only 15 House Republicans 
voted against the ban, the mag­
azine noted. 

The magazine's Kate O'Beirne, 
in a separate article, said the 
:abortion technique "first came to 
light in 1989 in the Dayton Daily 
News. A college student who had 
witnessed Dr. [Martin] Haskell 
perform abOrtions notified police 
that a child had been killed in the 
process of being delivered. Dr. 
Haskell assured police no crime 
had been committed because the 
unborn child's head was still in­
side the 'mother when it was 
killed. . 

"A 1993 American Medical 
News interview asked why, if the 
rest of the baby could be deliv­
ered without risk to the mother, 
the baby's head couldn't. Dr. Has­
kell replied: 'The point here is 
you're attempting to do an abor­
tion ... not to see how do I ma­
nipulate the situation so th!lt I get 
a live birth instead: " . 

No,thanka 
Politicians return campaign 

contributions for any number of 
reasons. Sometimes a donation is 
thought to be outside federal law, 
or it violates the candidate's con­
science. And sometimes a candi­
date just doesn't want to be aSSI)­
cia ted with the donor, as when 
Sen. Bob Dole rejected a gift . 
from the Log Cabin Republicans, 
a homosexual group (Mr. Dole 
later said that was a mistake). 

That said, we confess to ignl)­
rance on why presidential candi­
date Pat Buchanan returned 125 
contributions worth $13,636 dur-

No equivocation 
HOuse Republicans are ad­

dressing the Medicare issue 
without equivocation, telling con­
stituents-!hat the program's 
growth rate must be restrained, 
the Wall Street Journal repOrts. 

Rep. Charles Bass, New Hamp­
shire Republican, explains one 
reason why: "Th change course 
now would be political suicide," 
leaving them open to attack both 
for the attempt and the retreat. 

"Most Republicans predict that 
a painstaking education effort 
will ultimately win them public 
approval, even among elderly 
voters:' reporter Christopher 
<Morges said. 

Democrats are betting otlier­
wise. Even though President Clin­
ton has proposed similar curbs 
on Medicare's growth, he, his 
party and their allies are 
pounding Republicans as extrem­
ists out to destroy the program. 
'f The party and labor unions 

have been running ads with that 
message, and the federally $ubsi­
dized NatiolUil Council pf Senior 
Citizens is planning rallies and 
commercials of its own. 
'~ slice of its spending will go 

to launch, at Republican cam: 
paign events, dozens of massive 
(8 feet in diameter) purple bal-

. loons inscribed, 'No more hot air. 
Stop attacks on Medicare: " the 
Journal said. 

Bennett's dour view 
William Beimett finds little vir­

tue in Sen. Bob Dole's pres- .. .. ' 
idential campaign thus far. 

The Republican activist, au­
thor and former Cabinet officer 
said: "We may get walloped any­
way. We may get beat anyway. 
But I would much rather get beat 

. on prinCiples." 

. ' 

Mr. Bennett made the com­
ments Monday at a meeting of 
big-money donors to GOPAC, a 
political action committee for­
merly associated with House 
Speaker Newt Gingrich. . 

Mr. Dole's campaign to unseat 
President Clinton is incoherent 
and dispassionate, said Mr. Ben­
nett, and he would be better off 
abandoning the majority . leader's 
post to campaign full time. 

Mr. Bennett thinks the pre­
sumptive GOP presidential candi­
date needs to draw sharper and 
more controversial distinctions 
with Mr. Clinton on issues such as 
homosexual marriage, the Asso­
ciated Press reports. 

"There's very little enthusiasm 
about Bob Dole," Mr. Bennett 
said. "He's basically conservative 
... but not what you'd call a deep 
believer." 

Green egg 
Environmental activists held a 

news conference last week in­
tended to embarrass Rep. Peter I. 
Blute but ended up with green 
egg on their faces. 

Citizen Action, the Massachu­
setts Sierra Club and Clean Water 
Action rallied in front of the 
Massachusetts Republican's dis­
trict office in Attleboro, washing 
a huge check representiilg the 
campaign cash Mr. Blute has re­
ceived from "polluter PACs:' 

But the Boston Globe reports 
that "the list of 'polluters' in­
cludes such inoffensive profes­
sions as the Independent Insur­
ance Agents of America, the 
Credit Union National Associ­
ation, the National Association of 
Realtors, and Associated Milk 
Producers." 

Another offender on the green 
list - United Parcel Service, 
which won an award from the En­
vironmental Protection Agency 
last year. . 

Immigrant rights 
A San Francisco-area group 

plans a petition !1rive to place an 
initiative on the City's ballot al­
lowing immigrants to vote there. 

The Immigrant Rights Move­
ment has submitted the text of 
the "San Francisco Immigrant 
Voting Rights Iliitiative" to the 
Registrar of Voters, reports the 
San Francisco Examiner's Diana 

Walsh. The group needs to 
10,510 signatures from regis­
tered voters by July 24 in order 
to win a spot on the November 
ballot. 

The 1990 census found 607,210 
adults in San Francisco, of which 
123,898 were noncitizens. 

Secretary of State Bill Jones is 
adamailtly opposed to the mea­
sure and has vowed a court fight 
should it be voted into law. 

"Secretary Jones will chal­
lenge the constitutionality of that 
every step of the way:' a spokes­
woman for Mr. Jones said. " ... 
Only citizens are granted the 
right to vote. We've done so much 
to protect the vote against fraud: 
... Proposals like this send us in 
the opposite direction and run the 
risk of having all the work of the 
last coilple of years to decrease 
the amount of fraud rendered 
worthless:' 

Unexpected findings 
In a poll commissioned by the 

New Yorker magazine, 70 percent 
of blacks said they plan to vote 
for President,Clinton even if 
Colin Powell is the GOP choice 
for veep. 

"In fact, despite Powell's celeb­
rity only 13 percent would now 
support a Dole-Powell ticket:' 
Jervis Anderson writes in the . 
magazine. . 

"Tluit 13 percent cut, though, 
. does not seem so humble a figure 
when historic black voting pref­
erences are taken into consid­
eration," he added. 

But the survey, conducted by 
Yankelovich Partners found some 
unexpected results, Mr. Anderson 
said. 

"On several controversial is­
sues; a majority of African­
Americans are more conserva­
tive than theY have generally 
been thought to be, advocating 
positions that their racial leader­
ship has not wanted to be heard 
adopting. 

"All class and income groups 
... are split almost evenly over 
the question of whether their 
children should be bused to white 
schools in order to achieve racial 
balance." 

Pro Bono 
Rep. Sonny Bono, California 

Republican, "drew a nice crowd" 
at a Saturday fund-raiser in Chi­
cago for Rep. Michael Patrick 
Flanagan, the Chicago Tribune 
reports. 

"Still, organizers might've 
done better with more than the 
week they had to promote the 
event:' said columnists Judy 
Hevrdejs and Mike Conklin. 
"Bono flew from Ohio for his 
quick visit. Aside frQm Flanagan, 
there were not notable GOPers 
on hand." 

Mr. Flanagan no doubt appre­
ciated the help. The Illinois Re­
publican is near the top of the 
Democratic hit list and will need 
all the campaign cash he can 
raise. 



Harder heaItson abortion' .\-
Ip artial birth" abortions are unsettling evcn to read 

about - the only version of abortion in which fe­
tuses, either viable or near viability, are partly 

visible outside the body while alive and inches away from 
birth before being dispatched. 

They nrc typi(:ully performed at 20 to 24 week~, but 
sometimes later. TIle fetus is manipulated so that its feet 
and sometimes part of its body are outside the mother. The 
hend is left in the utems. 111en the skull is pierced and the 
brain is suctioned out, causing skull collapse and death. 

Why is the head of the fctus left insidc the utems when 
the removal ,)f the brain take3 place? "Avoiding traunla 
to the cervix" is usually cited as the reason. but the bot­
tom line is really legal. Stopping the head just short of 
birth is a Ic;gal fig leaf for a procedure that doesn't look 
like abortion at all. It looks like infanticide. 

Brenda Shafer, a registered 
nurse who supports abortion 
rights, says she witnessed 
three of these operatinns 
during a brief a~~ign-
m(~nt to Hssist Dr. Mar-
tin HaskeU at an Ohio 
abortion clinic In 1993. 
She says the th ree f etus­
es, lwo normal and one 
with Down's syndrome, 
all three 25 or more 
wcek~ along, were alive 
when Dr. Haskell inserted 
scissors into their skulls. "r 
still have nightmares about 
what] saw," she 5aid in a let­
ter 10 an antiubortion congrc~s­
m(ln in urging passage of the Partial 
Birth Abortion Ban Act. 

Abortion-rights supporlers have greeled the partial 
birth i~~ue us the beginning of a new crusade to under­
mine Roe v. Wade. For some abortion npponents, it obvi­
'.JUsly ;$. But it "bo i~ true thilt iI groat m,my Amori<.;an~, 
on both sides and in the middle. are deeply troubled by 
the brutality and questionable morality of this particular 
procedure. It deser .... es to be judged on its own. 

"Costly vote." In the Honsc vote. a dOzen pro-dH)iee . 
congressmen, including Ted Kennedy\ son Patrick, 
joined the lopsided majority and voted to ban partial 
birth procedures. They did this knowing they face some 
aggressive retribution from the abortion-rights lobby 
wllhom gaining any S4pPOTl from the antiabortion side. 
"It was a COSIly vOle." said Rep . .lim Moran of Virginia. 
an abortion-rights backer. ''I'm not going to vote in such a 
way that I have to put my conscience on (he shelf." 

It should be n(,(,,·tl thal the !!horl;()n I,)hhy i~ h&ving 
tmubll: gelling its facts straight. After Brenda Shakr 
made her statcment, Dr. Haskell ~aid he didn't recall any 
~u<,h rcr~on w<)rking at his clinic. An "mploymcnt c"rd 
wa~ product'ti. Thl:m Rep. Patricia S~'hrQeder and others 
extwcted a nondeni,,1 denial from Dr. H,lskell's head 
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nurse, saying that Brenda Shafer "would not" have been 
present at the three abortions she said she saw. 

Kate Michelman nnd other abortion-rights lobbyi.~ts in­
sisted that partial birth aboltion is "confined to extraordi­
nary medical circumstances" and that anesthesia "causes 
fetol demise ... prior to the procedure." Not true. A 1993 
interview with Dr. Haskell in an American Medical Asso­
ciation newspaper quotes him as saying that 80 percent of 
these procedure~ lire elective und two thirds oc(:ur while 
the fetus is alive. Dr. Haskell wrote a letter strongly im­
plying he was misquoted. But an audiotape was produced 
showing that he wasn't. 

And Michetmatl said. "h's not only a myth, it's a lie" 
that partial birth abortions are used to eliminate fetuses 
for minor defects such as cleft palates. But abortion practi-

tioner Dr. James McMahon already had told Con­
gress he had personally performed nine of 

th~e procedures wlely because of 
cleft palates. Compared with the 

abortion-rights lobby, the O. J. 
defense looks obsessively ethical 
and tightly focused on verifi­

able truth. 
In an article last month 
in the New Republic, fem­
inist Naomi Wolf, an 
abortion-rights advocate, 
wrote that "with the ptO­
Choice rhetoric we use 

now, we incur three de­
structive consequences ... 

hardness of heart, lying and 
p()litical failure." She wrote: 

"By refusing to look at "bortion 
within a moral framework, we lose the 

.. millions of Americans who want to support 
abMlion ns a legal right but still need to condemn it a~ a 
moral iniquity." 

The partial birth issue is a good time for abortion-rights 
~\lpportoTh to reclaim the mon.1 frumr;.work tbltt Wolf ~ay~ 
they have relinquished. TIlis repellent procedure goes way 
too far. No other Western nation, to my knowledge, allows 
it. ani lied b the American Medi-
cal Association's cou' Ie i" . bia-
tion ater deci(led tl) duck the i~~ue and take nl) position.) 

Those who defl:ntl it refle)livdy be<;ause ;t may lead to 
other legislation are in the exact position of gun lobbyists 
who shoot down bans on assault weapons because those 
bans may one day lead (0 a roundup of everybody's hand­
gUlls. They refuse. on tactical grounds, to confront the 
moral issue involved. More of the nbstract hardness that 
Wolf writes about. 

)(jlling a five-month or ~ix-m"nth fetus that's h!ilrwliy 
down thc birth canal raises a moral is.~ue way beyond that 
of ordinary abortion. Irs perfectly pOSSil)le to support a 
woman's right tl) abort antl still think that the anything­
goes ethic of this horrific procedure hus no place in a 
culture with any reverence left for life. • 

I1.S.NEWS,~ WI)RI.O REPORT, NOVEMBER 20. 19% 
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WASHINGTON 
Bennett: Dole campaign 

··not· 'hartl-edged' enough 
i '. William Bennett, the GOP's outsPo­
ken proponent of AmeriCan values, 
offered a dim view Monday of Bob 
Dole's election chances against Presi­
dent Clinton. 

He said at a meeting of GOPAC, a . 
conservative political action commit-

. tee founded by House Speaker Newt 
_Gingrich, that Dole faces an uphill 
battle. He bashed the Senate majority 
leader's C8II,lpaign as "too carefully 

AP scripted" and short on ''passion'' and 
BENNETT: Dole et- "focus." 
fort lacks 'passion' "I don't think that campaign is c0-

. . herent 1 don't think ifs hatd-edged," . 
Bennett said. Dole, he said, should begin hammering away 
at the Clinton record of "broken promises" and set the vot- . 
ers straight about GOP proposals that he said Clinton and 
the Deinocrats have distorted.' . 

"(Clinton) lies shamelessly ... and ifs tough to go against 
a person who is shameless," he said. Above all, BeMett sug­
gested, Dole should speak out for conservative principles. 
''We might be ~t anyway, but I'd much rather be beat on 
principle than not" - Richard Benedetto 

IN LOVE WITH HEARTS: President Clinton, returning 
home frOm Russia after a week-Iong, round-the-world trip, 
spent most of his IG-hour llight home playing cards, a . 
spokeswoman said. The president's game of hearts was so . 

. gripping that he remained on board Air Force One for sev­
eral minutes after it landed Sunday ilight at Andrews Air 
Force Base, ·White . House spokeswoman GiMY Terzano 
said. She said the game, Said to be Clinton's favorite, was 

. with White House aides, including chief of staff Leon Panet-
ta, and lasted for most of the 5,lSO-mile llight . 

GORE'S GOALS: Vice PreS1dent Gore played down a 
report that he' is laying the groundwork for a presidential 
run in 2000, saying his goal is. to get President Clinton re­
elected this year. Gore was asked at a.news conference 
about a New York Times report that said he had told one of 
his closest confidantS he would run for the White House. 

"I really don't have any comment on it except to say you 
shouldn't take an off-the-!'eC9rd private conversation with 
one friend who doesn't work around here as an indication 
of the kind of thing that was implied With it," Gore said. "My 
No. I objective is to do everything I possibly can to help 
President Clinton be the best president possible. And he's 
doing a magnificent job." Gore ran for president in 1988. 

DOLE' CAMPAIGN· FINANCES: Sen. Bob Dole's Re­
publican presidential campaign retjuested an investigation 
into allegations that a sporting goods company fuMeled ille­
gal cash donations to the campaign. 

. The Dole teain released a letter saying it had no informa­
tion on the matter beyond a report in Sunday's Kansas City 
Star saying a Massachusetts firm, run by a member of 
Dole's campaign finance team, may have made such dona­
tions. "However, ·the campaign is concerned by those alle­
gations and requests the Federal Election Commission to . 
conduct an inquiry," wrote Douglas Wurth, general counsel 
of the Bob Dole for President campaign.. . 

MORE FOR DEFENSE: Two seilior House RepublicanS 
proposed adding $13 billion to the defense ,budget fpr w~p­
ons modernization next year, more than· tWice .what the i, . 
GOP-eontrolledCongress added this year. Reps.F1oyd ' 
Spence, R-S.C., chairman of the House National Security 
Committee, and Bill Young, R-F1a, chairrrian·ofthe·House 
Appropriations defense subcommittee, said President Clin-
ton's defense request is inadequate. _ . . . . 

"Each year, the promise to revitalize mOdernization pro­
grams bas been made and then postponed to pay for short­
talls elsewhere in the budget - quite often readiness short­
falls created by peacekeeping and humanitarian 
operations," Spence and Young said in a statement, 

Under their plan, which will get full cominittee debate 
next week, Clinton's $254.4 billion request would be in­
creased to $267.3 billion for lisca11997, which begins Oct 1. 

Seeking to avoid repeating the protracted debate that de­
layed passage of the 1996 defense bill for months, the two 
are separating controversial issu\!S such as eipanded na­
tional missile defense- and restrictions on Uilited Nations 
command of U.s. troops into separate bills. 

? 
.?" 

- AII~Rl;;-ON POL~;CS: -Republi:--
cans kept up their attack Monday on. 
President Clinton's veto of an anti­
abortion bill, declaring ata House 

. hearing that he was "hiding behind 
Roe vs. Wade." Democrats boycotted 
the, hearing, accusing the GOP of . 
election-year politics. . 

Republicans continued to focus on 
Clinton's veto of a bill that woilld 

AP have banned certain late-term abor-
SCHROEDER: . tions. But the Democrats said the real 
Boycotts hearing target was the Supreme Court's deci­

sion itself to legalize abortion. 
One Democrat who boycotted the meeting, Rep. Pat 

Schroeder of Colorado, issued a statement accusing RepuJ). 
licans abo.rtion foes of using the hearing as part of their 
Strategy "to undermine the public's consistent and over-
whelming support for Roe vs. Wade." .. 

"Their master pIan ... culminates in the November elec­
tion, when after months of a public education campaign 
funded by the Christian Coalition and the U.s. Catholic Con-. 
terence ... anti-cboice Republicans Will use this issue to 
elect enough members of the House and Senate" to over-
turn the high court ruling, Schroeder said. . 

At the hearing, Rep. Charles Canady, R-F1a, chairman of . 
the judiciaty committee's Constitution subcommittee, said 
Clinton '.'claims that the Constitution requires Congress to 
allow partiaI-birtb abortion." He and others at the hearing 
strongly disagreed' with that idea. . . 

_ Witnesses at the hearing included Gianna Jessen, 19, who 
said she bas cerebral paIsy as a result of a botched abortion 
when her teen-age mother was 7~ months pregnant 

This inonth, Clinton vetoed the Republican bill that 
would ban the rarely uSed procedure, called "paitiaI birth 
abortion" by its opponents, except in cases in which the pro­
cedure isessentiaI to save the mother's life. U.S. Catholic 

. cardinals have urged Congress to overturn the veto. 
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I COVER STORY 
~ .. ~ ': .... : Telecom industry offers 

golden legal opportunity 
i.. '. __ , ·"''''''·''.Y:. 

By David J. Lynch 
USA TODAY 

Ray Smith· and IVan Seidenberg basked in the 
media spotlight Monday. Architects cif the latest . 
industry-shaking merger, the CEOs of Bell Atian-. 
tic and Nynex spent the day fielding questions 
from reporters· ~d posing for photographers. . 

But once the llashbulbs cool, the real action 
begins. "It shifts from the businessmen now to 
the lawyers to get (the merger) approved," says 
Richard Wiley; a prolninent lawyer and former 
chairman of the Federal Communications Com-
mission: 

That's not legal .braVado. Regulators in 13 
states, the FCC and the Justice Department all 
must approve the deal. Bell Atlantic's challenge 
illustrates the huge role lawyers are playing in 
the communications industry's restructuring. 

In recent months, experienced communica­
tions lawyers have been toiling almost nonstop. 
Their task: help executives exploit a 20O-plus 

Please see COVER STORY next page ~ 

Continued from IB 

page law that rewrote 62 years 
of federal regulation of the 
communications industry and 
plot the deals -necessary to sur­
~e. "The joke going around is 
that at the end of all this, there 
will be one telecom/entertain­
ment company lett," says law­
yer John Welch of O'Melveny 
& Myers. "And we all hope it's 
our client" 

Proponents billE!d the Tele­
communicationsActofl996- \ 
which freed long-distanCe, tele­
phone and cable companies to . 
compete' in each other's mar­
kets - as an engine of job 
growth. By one estimate, de­
regulation will spawn 558,000 

.jobs by 2000 as l~ve 
communications boost eco­
nomic growth. The weeks sur-

~. Regwation. The' Federal 
Communications Commission 

. is drafting more than 80 new 
rules. to impl~ment cross-indwr 
try' competition. At the state 
level, squabbles over related is-
sues already have broken out 
betWeen long-distance carriers 

,and local phone companies. 
'. Example: Earlier this month, 

AT&T complained to Ohio reg-
ulators that regional Bell 

. Ameritech overcharged long-
distance companies by $75 mil­
lion for completing their cus- . 
tomers'phone calls. 

~Lawsuits. In'some cases, 
companies 'are taking their 
toes to court. In February, Bell 
Atlantic and equipment maker 
DSC Communications Iiled a 
$3.5 billion antitrust lawsuit 
against AT&T, accusing the te­
lecom giant of making its c0m­
puter switches incompatible 
with other makers' equipment 
ElseWhere, four Bells tried un­
successfully in federal court to 
obtain the return of secret cor­
porate documents Iiled in a 
Juiy 1994 lawsuit aimed at al-
lowing them into the !ong-dis­
tance business. New litigation 
also is expected to challenge 
the small businesses that win 
the latest wireless communica­
tions licenses being auctioned 
by the government 

. rounding the legislation's sign­
ing, however, have been 
dominated by several thousand 
layoffS at AT'&T and the pros­
pect of job-eating mergers by 
regional phone companies.' & 

~ Mergers. When compa­
nies gobble up rivals, they of­
ten turn to outside counsel for 
help. Sullivan & cromwell's Jo­
seph Frumkin recently spent a 
week with several colleagues 
at the Lakeway lnn, a tony re­
sort 18 miles north of Austin, 
Texas. But don't bother 8sking 
how he 'enjoyed the three 18-
hole golf courses, 32 tennis 
courts or lI~ting restaurants. 
He never saw them. He was too 
.busy negotiating regional Bell 
SBC's $17 billion acquisition of 
fellow phone giant Pacilic Tel-

It might not have been what 
President Clinton had in mind 
two months ago when he 
signed the landmark communi­
cations law. But nobody's got­
ten more work in the wake of 
deregulation than the commu­
nications bar, especially in the 
nation's capital. Even firms 
with .no track record in com­
munications law hope to cash 
in. ''There probably isn't a lirm 
in. Washington that hasn't at 
least thought about how to get 
into the communications 
game," says Susan Schneider 
of Finil & Schneider Ass0-
ciates. 

Indeed, membership iii the 
Washington-based Federal 
Communications Bar Associa. 
tion is at an all.mne high of 
2,600 - up 10% the past year. 
Even students at Harvard Law 
School have noticed the trend: 
Earlier this month, a Standing­
room-only crowd jainmed a 
seminar on Doing Deals in the 
Te/ecol7l11lWlicati9ns Industry. 
Activity in several areas is 
driving the le2al booni: 

esis. ''It was extremely In­
tense," says Frumkin, one of 10 
Sullivan & cromwell merger 
specialists .who represent SBC. 
"This was done much more 
quickly than most merger and 
acquisition deals." 
. All that hard work pays off 

with multimillion-dollar legal 
fees. And the prospect of simi­
lar paydays is attracting plenty 
of new competitors. 
.. Firms in 1.os Angeles. Phila­
delphia and Cleveland either 
have started or are considering 
new communications prac­
tices. In February, a large New 
York-based Iirm, Kelly Drye & 
Warren; got its start by wooing 
a team of seven lawyers from 
Wiley Rein & Fielding. the 
Washington firm headed by 
WIley, FCC chairman under 
President Ford. . 

Likewise, L.A.'s Gibson 
Dunn & Crutcher recently 
hired three FCC lawyers to 
start its communications prac­
tice. including Scott Banis, 
chief of the commission's inter­
national bureau, (The _ three 
will begin May 15 after leaving 
their government jobs.) And 
Patton Bogg> lLP, one of the 
capital's best-connected lobby­
ing Inns, bolstered its commu­
nications lineup with three law­
yers who specialize in 
regulatory matters. 

The emerging competition 
for legal talent h;Is bid up sala­
ries for top telecom lawyers, 
Schneider says. Stars fetch an­
nual salarieS of $500,000, she 
says. That compares with 1995::::. 
salaries of about $315,000 for 
the.top 10% of lawyers, accord­
ing to Altman Wiel Pensa, legal 
consultants in Newtown 
Square, Pa. . 

In recent weeks, legal head­
. hunters have worked the 
phone like cold-ca\ling bro­
kers. Wiley, whose firm lost 
seven people to Kelly Drye, 
says, "The remaining people 
tell me they get solicited every 
week." . 

Across town, Henry Rivera, 
who heads the t'elecom prac­
tice at Ginsburg Feldman &.:. 
Bress, also has received sever­
al calls. But he's not interested. 
He's too busy trying to hire 
more lawyers for his linn, 
which represents several Bells, 
America Online and an associ­
ation of smaller phone cOmpa­
nies. "We just can't get all the 

· work done," Rivera says. 
· rlI1llS that are new to the 

communications area are tar­
getm8 foreign companies that 
want to sni1f out u.s. opportuni­
ties as well as smaller firms en­
tering new markets. But they 
face an uphill light against a::: 
handful of entrenched· firms 
such as FCC Chairman Reed 
Hundt's former employer, 
Latham & Wa~; Wiley Rein; . 
and Dow Lohnes & Albertson. 
Among the most venerable: 
Fisher Weyland, founded 62 

· years ago by Ben Fisher, fresh 
I from a stint at the Federal Ra­
dio Commission, the FCC's pre­
decessor. 

Industry executives say 
there's no sign the demand for 
lawyers will ease. any time 
soon: "I've been in the business 
for 3() years, and it's never got­
ten better," 'Seidenberg says. 

I "It's just part of the game." 
Ironically, one place deregu-I 

lation means less work is in the 
courtroom of U.S. District 
Court Judge Harold Greene. 
The new communications law 
nulli1ies the consent decree 
that settled the government's 
oiiginal antitrust lawsuit 
against AT&T, ending Greene's 
dozen years as the de facto ar­
biter of telecommunicationS . 
policy. 

Everywhere else, however, 
the need for legal assistance is 
likely to remain high. Says 
lawyer Philip Permut, whose 
communications expertise 
dates to the Johnson adminis-. 
tration: "There's enough busi-' 
ness here for everybody for an 
awful long time." 
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Failed abortion 
IIlakes case for . . . 
overriding veto' 

. By Julia Duin 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

Nineteen years ago this:month, Gianna Jes­
sen lay gasping in an abortion clinic, the survi­
vor ofa saline abortion at 7% months. 

Yesterday afternoon,' the blonde limped bee 
fore the House Judiciary subcommittee on the 
Constitution to describe her arrival as an 
unwelcome guest of a 17-year-old mother. . 

"I am the person that she aborted:' Miss Jes­
sen told a roomful of listeners, "and I lived 
instead of.died. SOlIle have said I am a '~tched 
abortion: a result of a job not well done." 

Wearing a long; light-blue dress to hide the 
• twisted legs the procedure left her, she d.e­

scribed how she required four surgeries and 
years of t;herapy before she cOuld walk. 

"I am happy to be alive. I almost died:' she 
said .. "Every day I thank God for life!' 

Miss Jessen got cerebral palsy from swal­
lowing the concentrated salt solution used in a 
saline abortion to burn the fetus' skin and inter­
nal organs. Called "candy-apple babies" be­
cause their skin turns bright red from the 
burns, these fetuses often thrash for hours be-
fore being expelled. . . 

She lingered betWeen life and death for three 
months, was sent to foster care and was even­
tually adopted by Diana De Paul, the daughter 
of her foster mother. . 

Miss Jessen said she luis met other survi: 
vors, such as a 2-year-old named Sarah who also 
has cerebral palsy. . 

"She is blind and has severe seizures:'Miss 
Jessen said. "The abortionist, besides injecting 

. the mother with saline, also injects the baby 
victims. Sarah was injected in the head!' . 

Miss Jessen, who begged her listeners to 
spare more children from ending up like her, 
was Exhibit A of a failefl abortion. Rep. Charles 
1: Canady, Florida Republican, convened the 
hearing to examme Roe vs. Wade, ~he landmark 
1973 Supreme Court decision. 

Of the 13 members on the subcommittee, 
only two - Republicans Henry J. Hyde of illi­
nois and Mr. Canady - attended, even though 
there no House votes yesterday. 

Mr. Canady hopes <;:Ongress will override 
President. Clinton's veto of the I'artial Birth 
AbOrtion Ban Act, a bill that targets a proce­
dure in which a fetus is delivered feet-first up . 
to its head and has its brain sucked out through 
a catheter. The congressman attacked the 
premise of Mr. Clinton's veto -·that the Consti­
tution, as interpreted by Roe vs .. Wade, protects 
partial'birth abortions .. 

Mr. Canady said Roe vs.Wade only deals with 
fetuses, not with partially born children. In sup­
port of.Mr. Canady, panelists such as Douglas 
Kmiec, a University of Notre Dame constitu­
tional law professor, questioned the constitu­
tional basis of Roe vs. Wade. 

· Harvard law professor Mary Ann Glendon 
said Roe vs. Wade does not provide a constitu-
· tional right for partial-birth abortions. . 

"Roe says nothing about the killing of a ~aby 
during delivery;' she said, and Mr. Clinton 
"made the mistake of thinking a maternal 

'. health provision fo~th~ Partial Birth A~rtion 
Ban Act was constttuttonallynecessary. , 

She said the Supreme Court left intact a stat­
ute in '!exas, where Roe vs. Wade originated, 
that outiawedkilling a child "in the state of 
being bom" The statute still exists. 

------~-:---'T 

Othe; panelists, such as Miss Jessen; spoke 
about what happens when the result of an abor­
tion is a living child. A Michigan nurse, Sharon: 
Dunsmore, told of cradling an e~emely p.re- . 
mature boy who survived an abortion but died 
in her arms. . . 

Subcommittee member Patricia Schroeder, 
Colorado Democrat, boycotted the h~g, 
saying it was only meant to "und~rmme the 
public's consistent and overwhelmin~ 'suppo~ 

· for Roe vs. Wade" and assist!) "m!lsslve public 
relations campaign!' 
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Fomler Tucker partner 
reluctantly ,blames him 
'Straw man'. says governor handled books· 
By Hugh Aynesworth 
THE WASH.INGTON TIMES 

LITI'LE ROCK, Ark. - Jim Guy Thcker 
was the focus of the. WhitewateI'-related 
conspiracy-and-fraud trial here yesterday 
as a former business partner testified the 
Ar~ governor did all the paperwork 
"and I just signed 'em!' . 

RD. Randolph, a farmer and·construc- . 
tion worker who moved to Little Rock from 
a small west Arkansas town in 1983 to work 
for James McDougal, testified under obvi­
ous duress about a utility company called· 
Capital Sewer & Water Co., which he ended 
up owning part of and managing in 1986. 

The prosecution claims·that CS&W was 
one of the major conduits Mr. Thcker, Mr. 
McDougal and, to a lesser dj!gree, Susan 
McDougal used to defraud the government 
of more than $3 million in loans in 1985 and 
1986. . 

Mr. Randolph pa'rried questionshe didn't 
want to answer by arguing with the pros­
ecutoror by saying: "1 don't remember. Do 
you have a document to show me?" , 

What he did recall often did not match 
the documents he was shown. 

Prosecutor Jackie Bennett said he 
nearly asked that Mr. Randolph be desig­
nated a hostile witness but decided the 
move would be useless "because Mr. Ran­
dolph already has his answer ready, no mat­
ter how I ask these questions!' . 

. He called Mr. Randolph the defendants' 
"stx:aw man;'somebody whose name could 
be used in moving vast sums from entity to 
entity. 

On Friday, Mr. Bennett elicited several 
admissions from Mr. Randolph, who said 
he "got the short end of the stick" from his 
association with Mr. Thcker on a loan he .. 
unknowingly agreed to guarantee whileMr. 
Thcker signed no such document even 
though he owned twice as much stock in the 
utility. • 

. Yesterday Mr. Bennett continued a re­
lentless examination, getting Mr. Randolph 
to admit Mr. Thcker wrote a check for. 
$17,500 in January 1988 for what Mr. Ran­
dolph thought was the cleanup of a 34-acre 
tract near Little Rock. 

"But that was a loan to you, wasn't it, not 
payment for work?" Mr. Bennett said. 

"I don't remember giving the $17,500 
back;' the witness said. . 

The prosecution introduced the Check, 
clearly marked "loan." . 

"I didn't handle that:' Mr. Randolph said. 
"Mr. Thcker was taking care of the book­
keeping." 

That exchange was one of several com­
plex deals outlined by the government to 
prove 21-count indictments of the Mc­
Dougals and Mr. Thcker. 

The government contends that the 
$17,500 came from an illegal $100,000 loan 
obtained -PY CS&W ostensibly to develop 
property via Ii CS&W spinoff called South-
loop Construction Inc. . 

From the $100,000, !!ocurnents indicate, 

Mr. Thcker received $45,000, his -J;W-firm 
got $I,9QO, and $15,000 went toward pay­
ment of a $260,000 note Mr. Thcker owed 
Mr. McDougal's Madison Guaranty Sav­
ingsand Loan Association. 

"He paid himself back for what he put 
up;' said the witness, with a furtive gl,attce . 
at the governor. 

For the second straight session there 
was considerable discussion about Mr. 
Thcker buying the Southloop property for 
$125,000, then working out a deal to have 
CS&W borrow money to purchase the same 
.tiact for about $353,000. 
. Mr. Bennett asked about a financial 
breakdown of the uses of the $100,000 re­
ceived through David Hale's small­
business investment company, Capital­
Management Services . 

Mr. Randolph didn't recall the origin of 
the document but said he routinely signed 
whatever Mr. Thcker prepared for him to 
sign. 

"And you trusted Mr. Thcker when he 
br.ought documents to you to be dealing 
with you honestly, correct?" Mr. Bennett 
said. . . . 

"I trusted Mr. Thcker and Mr. Haie both;' 
Mr. Randolph said. . 
. In another exchange, Mr. Bennett said 
"Thll the jury why.it would be necessary fo; 
you as president of CS&W to obligate 
CS&W to personally guarantee a $260,000 
debt of Jim Guy Thcker that he owed per-
sonally?" . 
. Mr. Randolph: "Well, wasn't CS&w, I 
mean, buying the land? Isn't that what this 
is about?" 

Mr: Bennett: "Is that what you under-
stood happened here?" I 

Mr. Randolph: "Well, I don't know." 
. Mr. Bennett: ."Well, sir, forgive me, but . 

you were the president of CS&W.' 
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Cardinals 
hit Clinton 
on abortion' 
By Larry Witham 
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er or not to allow children, almost 
completely born, to be killed bru­
tally in partial-birth abortions:' 
said the letter. It was written on 
the stationery of Cleveland Bishop 
Anthony Pilla, president of the 
Catholic Bishops' Conference, 

Eight U.S~ Roman Catholic who also signed the letter. 
'cardinals yesterday de-, Mr.ClintonwasinJapanyester-' 

nounced President Clinton's day, but the White House said ,he 
"shameful veto" of the Partial had corresponded with the cardi-', 
Birth' Abortion Ban Act, tell- nals earlier, explaining to them 

, ing him in a letter thatthe pro- that he opposed the ban only be­
cedure was paving a road to cause some women could:suffer, 
legal infanticide. ,health problems..or even die with-

"Your action on this matter out an abortion. Mr.-clinton mid ' 
takes our ,nation toa critical 'wanted language allowing Partia1~ 
turning point in its treatment birth abortions to avoid "serious' 
of helpless human 'beings in- adverse health consequenCes!', :': 
side and outside the womb" "We had what 'I b " ve was a 
said the rare joint app~l, dialogue witli the Cathon hurch 

, signed by all of the American' on the subject:' said White' 
cardinals. spokeswoman Mary Ellen GI , 

"It moves our nation one ,citingameetinglastweekbetweeri 
step further toward accep-" a White House counsel and a law­
t~ce ,of infanticide:' they; yer for the U.s. Catholic Confer­
said., , ,,: ence. 

The bill was passed by both' "On the political side:' she said, 
houses of Congress, 'but Mr. "there are a lot of issues on whic./l 
Clinton vetoed it last Wednes- Mr. Clinton agrees with the CatKo-
day, saying the Procedure was lie Church!' She cited fairness to 
"~otentially lifesaving;, cer- immigrants, opposition to a~sisted 
taInly health-saving" for a few ' 
hundred vulnerable women: 
and families each yeat ' 

"This, is not about the pro, ' 
choice, pro-life debate:' Mr. ' 
Clinton said. "This is not a bill 
that should have ever been in­
jected into that:' 

But the cardinals took issue 
with Mr. Clinton's statement at 
a . news conference that, he 
"had no choice but to veto "the 
bill., , 

"Mr. President, you and you 
alone had the choice of wheth-

see ABORTION, page A18 .l 
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, "This is not about the 
pro-choice, pro-life 
. debate., This is not a 
bill that should have 
eVer beeninjectedinto 
that." ,:, 

- President Clinttiri 

suicide, and the importance of wel-
fare and education. ' ',' 

House Republicans, who were 
expected to'override Mr. Clinton's 
veto Thursday, instead sent the is­
sue to the Judiciary Committee 
yesterday with no timetable for 
the vote. " , .. 

, The House Voted 286-129 to pa,ss 
the bill last month, giving it the 
two-thirds majority required for 
an override. The Senate, however, 
mustered only a S+44 ,vote to pass 
the bill. , ' . ' ,: 

In their letter, the cardinals said 
, the American legal system's broad 
definition of the health' of !lie 

,mother and "serious" ,c,ons,e­
quences undermines Mr. C;:lintoIi.~s ' 
claim that the procedure could be 
, extremely rare. ':, 

"Most people have no idea th<tt 
, .. if a woman has ail abortion b~ 
,. -cause she is' not married, the law 

considers that an abortion for 
'health' reasons:' they said. ',' 

With the cardinals weighing iri, 
the issue is being seen as impor-, 
tant to Catholic voters in a pres-
idential election year.·. " 

, GOP presidential candidate Boo 
Dole said .the veto put the pres~ 
ident on the "extremist fringe" on 
abortion. 'Seventy-two House 
Democrats voted against what. 
pro-life advocates call the most 
grueS9me of abortion procedures. 

It involves withdrawing the fe­
tus through the birth canal, legs 
first, cutting an incision at the 
skull's base and draining out the 
brain until the skull collapses. 

.... :: 
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\Von't launch third-party challenge 
'I ~y E, Michael M: 

THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

Pat Buchanan has decided to 

~
d his campaign against Senate 
jority Leader Bob Dole for the 

epublican presidential nomina~ 
tiolj ana will not 
run as a third- (IJlnoCll~ 
party candi­
date, The Wash­
ington Times 

, has learned. 
Sources 

close to the' 
campaign confirm that Mr. Bu­

I chanan, at a news conference to- , 
day, will instead be~ a new round ----- ---------

mary raising money for his cam­
paign coffers. 

Mr. Buchanan has been in seclu­
sion at his home, preparing what 
aides dubbed the "McLean Mani-

, festo;" a treatise on the issues he 
believes 'are 'important for the 
GOP to woo disaffected blue-collar 
Democrats, Perot voters and inde­
pendents. 

The Bucluinan campaign hopes 
the manifesto will influence 
drafting of the party platform be­
fore the national convention. 

Mr. Buchanan had for a time 
flirted with the notion of bolting 
the GOP and launching a third­
party bid for the White House. But 
friends advised against it, arguing 
that it would effectively end his 

of political advocacy designed to 
influence the GOP platform in ad­
vance of the national convention, 
which will be held in August in San' influence on the party this year, 
Diego. ' , ,and possibly for the rest of his po-

Campaign spokesman Greg litical career. ' 
Mueller declined to comment By ending his futile campaign 
about Mr. Buchanan's future. But' for the GOP nomination, Mr. Bu­
sources familiar with Mr. Bu- chanan will give Mr. Dole's cam­
chanan's plans confirmed he will.' paign a bit of political peace - and 
use selected speeches and media perruips begin the political healing 
appearances to emphasize con- process with his rival. 
cern about issues he believ~s Re- Mr. Dole has not only locked up 

~ publican leaders are ignoring. the nomination, he will also con-
..... ' Instead of lambasting Mr. Dole, trol the party platform and deter-

O
,..J the presumptive RepubliCan pres- mine who speaks to the national 

convention and at what time. I , idential nominee, Mr. Buchanan' 
will attempt to prod the ,GOP to By beginning to make political 

~, look more closely at trade, ,abor- peace with Mr. Dole, Mr. Bu-
" ~. tion and other issues he raised chanan is in a better position to 

0 , during his campaign. His first ef-' commence ticklish negotiations 
" fort will be to raise concern about with the nominee over the plat-
"_'~ , plans to renew most-favored- form and his role at the conven­

nation trading status to China,dur- __ -_ 
iilg a news conference, at a Wash- tion. 

, ington hotel. ' Mr. Buchapan has long been a 
Mr. Buchanan will attempt to critic of American relations with 

highlight China's abuses of human Communist China,. even though he 
rights, theft of intellectual propc accompanied President.Nixon on 
erty and flouting ofm:.ms-control his historic, diplomatic journey to 

protocols. 
Mr. Buchanan had planned to 

campaign in Pennsylvania in ad­
vance of its primary on Thesday. A 
Buchanan campaign aide con­
firmed those plans April 4, even 
though Mr. Dole had locked up the 
nomination. , 

"This is a way to conserve re­
sources while keeping a presence 
alive on issues he cares about and 
not spending money in a' state 
where he has little chance of get- ' 
ting delegates:' said Paul Weyrich, 
a conservative activist and mem­
ber of a loose group of Buchanan 

see RACE, page AIO 
----
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advisers. 
"When it is clear you have no 

chance, money simply will not 
come in;' Mr. Weyrich said. "They 
do not want to end the effort with 
a hug~ deficit?' 

If he campaigned in Pennsylva- , 
nia, Mr. Buchanan would risk look­
ing like a gadfly or a sore loser and 
become impoverished,in the pro­
cess. 

All the other rivals for the nomi­
nation have endorsed Mr. Dole, 
and he has spent his time since the 
clinching March 26 California pri-

the mainland in 1972 that lead to 
the restoration of relations under 
President Carter. 

The fact that his campaign 
would not discuss why Mr. Bu­
chanan has no plans to campaign 
in Pennsylvania but wants to call a 
news conference, to discuss trade 
relations with China indicated the 

,conservative 'firebrand may be 
looking 'at another, forum to raise 
his is~ues before the public. 

Throughout the campaign, Mr. 
Buchanan has criticized China's 

record on trade With the United 
States, its policy, of forced abor­
tions and sterilization, 'its theft of 
American intellectual property 

'
rights, its n.ansfer of nuclear arms 
technology) to Pakistan, and its 
military buildup, including at­
tempts to intimidate 'DIiwan with 
force to discourage itS\democratic 
elections and independence. ' 

Mr. Buchanan, ruriWng in a 
crowded field, nearly upset Mr. 
Dole in the Iowa precittctcaucuses 
voting (or president on Feb. 12 and 
defeated him in the New Hamp­
shire primary. But his popUlist 
message of protecting American 
jobs through restrictive trade and 
immigration policies and his 
staunch anti-abortion stance' 
failed to capture another victory. 

m{Je,.aus~ington I"~ 
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INSIDE TV I BY PETER JOHNSON 

Leak scuttles an ABC 
Sunday momino makeover I,f----e 

ABC News has shelved· pllpls to replace the 'low-rated· 
Sunday Good Morning America with a newsier show host­
ed by Sam Donaldson and Cokie Roberts. 
. This, after reports of the new project leaked and appar­
ently took stalfers - and some ABC honchos- by surprise. 

In a subsequent meeting. ABC executives told GMAers 
.that their show might not last forever but that they would 
lem:nabout any replacement directly from management 

Smce then, work on the show - Donaldson and Roberts 
shot a pilot - has ceased. 
~ecs are .now concentrating on This Week With David 

~,.which follows Sunday GMA. Brinkley plans to re-
tire after the '96 election. . 

Sunday ~MA runs a distant third behind No.1-rated Sun­
day ~ommg on CBS and Sunday Today on NBC. Sunday 
GMA IS anchored by Willow Bay, wife of ABC chief Robert 
Iger, and Kevin Newman, once host of ABC's overnight 
news show. '. . 

CHUNG TALKING: Ten months' after Connie 
Chung and CBS News part-

. ed ways - and she adopted 
a baby boy - the former 
CBS Evening News co-an­
chor.. is planning a return to 
lV. Chung told USA WEEK­
END last month that the '96 
election recharged her re­
porting batteries. Chung 
couldn't be reached, but she 
and CBS' News president 
Andrew Heyward met re-

.' cently to catch up; Heyward 
was once her producer on 
Eye to Eye. 

"There was no discuSsion 
of any specific job at aII," . By er.Jg _. AP 

He~ says, describing Connie Chung: She 'certain­
therr chat as "deliberately Iy Is going back to work.' 
inconclusive. 1 think· it all . 
~epe!lds on what she's ~terested in doing. But she certainly 
15 go~ back to work. CBS News producers are tossing 
around Id~ for a n~ newsmag; might Chung playa role? .' ~:ttuI, SlDce a tIlird CBS newsmag is unlikely, Heyward 

THE. TOBACCO FILE: Th~ May/June Mother 
JOMS mcludes a 1994 transcript of an ABC Turning Point 
on !ObaCCO and politics that never aired. Editor JeJfrey 
KlelD ~~ the ~ct that ABC chose not to ai.r it "on the very 
day Philip MorrIS announced legal action against ABC over 
another tobacco ~ry . :. is a Sad commentary on the cur- . 
rent state .of the JOurnalism profession..:' ABC News spokes­
woman Eileen Murphy says ABC didn't air the documenta­
ry "because there was nothing new in it, and it didn't meet 
o~ standards. The lawsuit had nothing til do with our deci-
SIOn." . 

. Meanwhile, ABC producer Walt Bogdanich, rililfed that 
ABC SUbseque~t1y. apol~ to Philip Morris for his Day 
. One story on rucoti!le marupulation - referred to above -

, is joining CBS' 60 Minutes. He's leaving. despite an appeal 
. .'. fn!m ABC News p~ent Roone Arledge. Bogdanich chose 
__ c.~~~:rSii~'J\1BC,l.I~'Il start Pn.KIucing forMike 

BRIEFLY: To make it easier for parents to get infOnDa­
·1J,on about children's and other programs aired by their IG­
CallV stations, Vice President AI Gore is proposing posting . 
stations' P~blic reco~ ?n the Internet Speaking Tuesday 
to the National Association of Broadcasters convention in' 
Las Vegas, Gore dubbed it. the "family right to know" prG­
posaI. Gore suggested stations e-mail files to the Federal 
Communications Commission to post on the Internet "The 

. result? Any parent who is interested could in his or her own 
home or at the library, using a computer and a few clicks of 
the mouse, take a look at how you've been dOing." .. , In the 
current New York: how high-profile couples juggle being . 
partners or adversaries in the business world. Included are 
Good Morning America chief Marc Burstein and Lori Bee­
cher, an NBC T~y book~r, who are married. They keep 
separate answermgmachines at home and, when on the 
road, don't tell each other where they're calling from. 

Tonight's TV listingS: 10D . . 
Inside 1V appears Monday through Thursday 

Harrelson says, his' 
taX bOycott is natural 

Ever dreamed of sticking it substance he says can be used 
to the IRS? for making paper and fiber. 

While envir~mentally active Harrelson . says . he's been 
Woody Harrelson knows just quietly fighting thepligbt of fiG­
how poWerful his foe is, he haS ra and fauna for· years, and 
withheld $10,000 of his taxes to even slipped President Clio-. 
protest a government he ton a letter while they' both at-
claimS uses tax dol- tended Ted Dan" 
Iarsi"to desecrate so~ wedding. 
nature." . "Ilmow rm only 

"I know a lot of ·a pampered actor 
people are going to with no room to 
say, 'What an id- complain and 
iOt,'" he says, add, .frankly I have my 
iog: "There was no .' piece of forest to 
one telling me this live in and enough 
was a good idea" money for my tam-

The actor "chick- fly, but the fact is 1 
ened out" last year, USA TODAy care," Harrelson 
and now is thinking, HamIIion: Saving writes in a two-page 
"Maybe 1 should trees via the IRS? procJamation. Even 
have thought it if the action "back-
through some more." But fireS" on him professionally, 
somebody, he says, has to irs OK, he. says. "My career 
"fight city hall.". . has extended well beyond what 

His specific complaints are a '. 1 anticipated aIrjW'ay:" 
just-overturned logging ban, ' Harrelson urgeS people to 
which he says gives the timber deal with the government "in 
industry carte blanche to take the·Janguage they .Understand 
any tree. He's also protesting and fear: boycott and tax resis-

1 the defeat of the Colorado In- tance." 
dustrial Hemp Bill (not the get- -....,...------­

By Karen Thomas higb kind of hemp), a versatile 

PAGE THREE 
. A QUICK READ ON THE NEWS OF TIiE DAY 

. T~DAY'S -QUOTE: "I will ~ (the gifts). We ,. -
like him very much," 
. - President Clinton accepting a Hideo Nomo baseball 

glove and. a baseball autograpbed by the Los An eles 
pltcber from Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro H~bi­
moto Tuesday during an informal dinner. 
Compiled by Oscar Dixon. . 
Contributing: Kelly carter,Larry Weisman. 
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Ointon's abortion-ban veto risks Catholic vote 
By Susan Page 
USA TODAY 

President Clinton has been 
making a full-court press fot 
catholic voters: Pushing for 
peace In North Ireland. Extol­
ling . Mother Teresa. Talking 
.about values. Even endorsing 
the school uniforms familiar to 
genemtions of parochial-school 
students. 

But his veto of the partlal­
birth abortion ban risks under­
cutting some of his standing 
among what may be the most 
important swing.group in the 
American electqmte. 

"The catholic vote Is becom­
ing the jump ball of American 
politics," says RaIphReed, ex­
ecutive director of the Chris­
tian Coalition, which has estab­
lished a new catholic Alliance 
division. "Whoever comes 
down With that baIl usually 
wins in November." 

That's· one. reason alnton 
courts catholic voters. But In a 
letter delivered to the White 
House Tuesday, .the nation's 
catholic cardinals and bishops 
called last week's veto "beyond 
comprehension" and warned 
of political consequences. 

. "We will ... urge catholics 
and other people of good will 
.. to do all that they can to 
urge Congress to override' this 
shameful veto," It said. "In the 
coming weeks and . months, 
each of us ... will do all we can 
to educate people ... that par-

Catholics support presidential winners 
A maj~rity or plurality of . W ': : "::11 CIInIDn has CaIhoIIc edge . 
Catholic voters have. t:.:... .1984 ". ,.. )" White, non-Hispanic 
supported the wl~ner 1!1 every Reagan 54% Catholic voters 
presidential election since 
1976. Catholic voting: Mondale 45% 

IEF::, . 1976 "';i Others 1% 

Carter 54%' a.;Wf ... : ...... __ '.:,::988::::. __ ·_, .. :· .... i;Jl 
Ford 44% 

Others 2% 

IE:;:·, 1980"" ·7;;1 
Reagan 

Carter' 
Anderson 
Othere 

50% 

42% 

7% 

1% 

Bush 

Oukakls 

Others 

k-~'" ,->-'",-. __ '.'c 

Clinton 
Bush 
Perot 

52% 

470/0 
1% 

1992 :u"~ 
44% 

36% 

20% 
Sotntes: Exit polls, '92, Voter Research $eN\ce; '80-'88. CBS/New Yorlr 7i'nGs; '76. CBS. 

tial-birth abortions wili contin­
ue because you chose to veto" 
the bllI. 

It was only the second tjme 
all U.S. cardinals and the Na­
tional Conference of catholic 
Bishops joined to lobby a presi­
dent The IIrst was in 1994, 
when they wrote Qinton about 
U.S. policy at the UN popula­
tion conference in cairo .. 

catholics, once part of the 
Democmt's New Deal coali­
tion, now occupy the great mid­
dle of American politics, Exit 
polls show that every winning 
preSidential candidate Since 
1976 has carried a majority or 

plumllty of the catholic vote. 
"It's not only their numbers 

!Jut where they're located," 
notes Thomas Reese, a Jesuit 
priest and senior fellow at the 
Woodstock Theological Semi­
nary. "They're in the big-ticket 
states" like Florida and the In­
dustrial Midwest, which are 
considered crucial in this au-' 
tumn's election. 

"They are the classic swing 
voters," says political scientist 

. Allen Hertzke. 
But the fierce White House 

debate over the abortion ban 
, pitted catholics against anoth­
er important electoral group: 

Clinton 46% . 001e30% 

Source: The Pew Aese8lCh Canter, March 28-31; 
margin of error. t3 percentage points. 

By Genevieve lynn, USA TODAY • 

women. 
catholics are a key swing 

group, but women voters pro­
vide Clinton with his current 
lead In national polls. His sup- . 
port of abortion rights has 
boosted him ainong some mod­
emte Republican and indepen-
dent women. . 

"Pro-choice politicians had 
to stand up against this assault 
on women and on their right to 
choose," argues Kate Michel­
man, president of the National 
Abortion and Reproductive 
RIghts Action League. 

But she acknowledges the 
veto will be used in the fall 

campaign. "I would imagine 
there w\ll be 1V ads," she says. 

airiton said his own deliber­
ations on the issue were an­
guished. When he announced 
his veto, he appeared with 
women who described their 
wrenching decisions to under-· 
go the procedure. And he of­
fered to sign the ban if it in­
cluded an exception for the 
health of the mother. 

Its backers refused, calling 
the exception too broad. 

Though mre, the procedure 
Is sometimes used when severe 
fetal abnormalities are detect· 
ed too late In a pregnancy for 
other abortion methods. 

The cardinals' letter likened 
the procedure to infanticide. 

Of course, the Catholic 
church doesn't control the 
votes of its members, many of 
whom support abortion rights, 
and the catholic vote Is neither 
monolithic nor determined by 
a single issue. 

But the veto may well have 
created an opening for pre­
sumptive Republican nomtnee 
Bob Dole. He wrote Bishop An­
thony Pilla of aeveIand, presi­
dent. of the bishops' confer­
ence, to denounce the veto. 

"As president," he wrote, "I 
will ask Congress to pass the 
PartIal-Birth Abortion Act once 
again and 1 will sign this Impor­
tant legislation Into law." 

Contrjbutlng: Lori Sham 
~ Cardinals complain, 1A 
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Ointon MilitarY' paSSenger jets 
C far.get of. . to get safetyupgra4es 
.-. urn' 4-00 dri'~e' By Steve Komarow .~\ WaShington. for the president, 
..-' .IJ .' T I USA TODAY I" Cabinet and CoIIg!'eSS. It has 

CD 
: . . . . '. . . . never. lost ·a plane to wind 

- .. 1 By SUsan Page 6.. \ The' Air Force wili tnake shear,. the . bursls that have 
USA TODAY . r' safety upgrades to its passen.. slammed several commercial 

~ ger lleet, pcelbly including Air jets to the ground.: 
,... u.s. CathoDc cardinals and Force One, wbicb lacks wind- Air Force Maj. Gen. Mike . . I bishOPS. TUesday condemned sh~#: .. ~.!!....._. 'Wi' iIliam'" .' . McCarthy says wind-shear .de-

• partialpn"~id-benirtht ~~rti~oveton ban°fanthde " ....,., ............. .1 tection gives pilolSmore war-
auu Perry; spurred by the crash of mation, but curreJit p~ures 

· urged Congress:to override it Commerce Secretary Ron . do ensure safety. 
The united stance by the DB- BtClwo's 737 jet, has ordeted a "Air Force One is the' safest, 

tion's catholic bierarchy - the reView of safety equipment best maintained ab'plane in the 
second time inbistol)' they The serVices must submit. world," he said. . . 
have joined to lobby a presi- plans by next week for fitting 
dent - ensures the veto will be older planes with satellite naVi- • Brown crash probe, 8A 

. I a major political issue. . gation, and cockpit .data and 
.' "Your action ... takes our voice recorders. 
!' nation to a crltic:8l. turning Lack of recorders til the 
: point in its treatment of help- plane carrying.Brown's delega-
" less human bel.ng; inside and tion ~ making the investigation 

I, outside the: woinb," . tile letter. of the ciash more di1Ilcult 
declares. "INruivesolir nation It's possible a satellite posi_ 

. one step ftirther toward ac:cep- tioning system would have pre-
! tance of infanticide." vented the crash since the 

I 
They vO.Wed that. "each of us plane was two miles olf cOurse 

..• will do all we can" to Inform : when it bit a Cniatianhilltop. 
· voters, a threat that could .CU'- Air Force One has the re-
, '1)' a steep J;lOlitiCat price. Cath- corders and satellite system. 
· . olies, a quarter, Of the elector· But the Air Force said TU~ 
, ate, are a key voting group. . day the twin, 6-year-old Boeing 
· "The president said this is a . 747sdon't meet current com-

IIiorally wrenching issue, and mercial standlirds that require 
· •. he thought quite a bit about It wind-shear detectors. 

· and prayed about it," White The devices were not re-
I House spokeswoman Mary El- quired when· the. 'planes were 
; len.Glynn said. But she said'he built, but Boeing has done ret-
vetoed the bill last week to pro- rofits on commercial models. 
teet women's health. The Air Force has a superb 

Presumptive Republican safety record for its passenger 
nominee Bob Dole luis pledged lleet, including 20 VIP jets near 
to sign the ban if he. is elected. 

In the procedure, a 1ate-term 
fetus Is delivered feet first 
through ~e birth c;IID8l, then 
suction coDapses the skull. It Is 
sometimes used when severe 
fetal abnormalities are found 
too late for other methods. 

Gas Prices hit5-year high 

"The vocifero!JS' opposition 
. of the church bierarchy adds a 

different dimension rm not 
sure we've seen before," says 
John White, a politics professor 
at Catholic University. 

The letter was signed by all 
the USA's active cardinals: Jo­
seph Bernardin of Chicago, An­
thony Beilacqua of Philadel­
phia, James Hickey of 
Washington, William Keeler of 
Baltimore, Bernard Law of 
Boston, Roger Mahony of Los 
Angeles, Adam Maida of De­
troit and John O'Connor of 
New York. Also signing: Bishop 
Anthony Pilla of Oeveland, 
president of the National Con­
ferenceof catholic BIshops. 

• cathoDe vote key. 6A 

By Earle Eldridge A" USA TODAY , ' ...... " 

Gasoline prices are at an av­
erage of $1.24 for regular un­
leaded, the highest they've 
been since the start of the gulf 

.' war in 1991, says the American 
Automobile Association. 

And theDepartmeot of En­
ergy says prices will ~ up I 
cent to 2 cents per gallon more 
before 1~ olf. . 

Fueling the IDcreases is the 
long, harsh winter, which 
forced oil companies to make . 
heating oil instead of switching 
to gasoline last month. 

Inventories also are low be­
cause oil companies believe 

the United Nations will lift an 
oil embargo against Iraq, nuik­
ing cheaper oil available. 
Self~ regular prices are 

up 6 cents a gallon since March 
and 11 cents a gallon (10%) 
sirice Febniary, says AM. . 
. Despite increases, gas is still 
relatively cheap. It was $1.25 a 
gallon in 1980, but that's more 
than $2.35 in 1994 dollars. . 

Highest now is the West: 
$1.32 a gallon, up 7 centS from 
March. Cheapest gas is in the 
Southeast $1.18, up .6.5 cents 
from MarCh. 

·But prices shouldn't halt 
plans. "An 8OD-mile trip will be 
$3 more in a car with 30 mpg," 
said AAA's Mike Morrissey. . 



USA TODAY' WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17,1996 

NATIONLINE 

Marines punished after 
refusing DNA samples 

Two Marines were sentenced Tuesday to seven­
days restriction and given a written reprimand for dis­
obeying an order to give blood samples for a DNA reg­
Istry. A military judge at the Marine base at Kaneohe 
Bay in Hawaii rejected the defense ot John Mayfield, 
21, and Joseph Vlacovsky, 25. They say the order Is 
unconstitutional because the "genetic dogtag;" could 
be used against them in the future. "Regardless ot the 
punishment, we kept our DNA," said Mayfield They 
could have been jailed for six months and dishonor­
ably discharged. The military wants the DNA registry 
to identify servicemen's rem8ins.·The Pentagon says 
it will strictly limit access and allow personnel to have 
their sample destroyed when they leave the service. 

KACZYNSKI DEFENSE: A Helena, MonL, feder­
al judge set a hearing for Friday on Unabom suspect 
Theodore Kaczynski's request to block prosecution on 
the ground that government leaks have jeopardized 
chances of a fair trial. A federal grand jury in Great 
Falls today Is expected to heat evidence against Kac­
zynski, 53. He Is not yet charged in bomb attacks that 
killed three people and injured 23 since 1978. . .. 
DEAD WOLF: Federal biologists are investigating 
the death of a sixth transplanted Canadian wolf. The 
female, one of 17 wolves released this year in Wy()­
ming's Yellowstone National Park, was found dead 
Sunday near Old FaithfUI. In aU. 66 have been re­
leased in WyOming and Idaho in a program to return 
the predator species to the northern Rockies. Monday, 
ranch hand Jay York of Meeteetse, Wyo., was fined 
$500 in Cheyenne federal court for shooting a federal­
ly protected wolf March 30, He pleaded guilty, but had 
said he thought it was a coyote kllling livestock. 

. , 
MIKEY DID IT AGAIN: Authorities in Lutz, Fla., 
said 6-ye&r-old Mikey Sproul set his house on ftre for 
the second time in three years. No one was hurt The 
boy ftrst attracted attention at age 3, when he took the 
lamily car for a half-mile joyride,proc1aiming. "I go 
zoom!" A month later ·he set ftre to curtains, destroy­
ing the family home and seriously injuring his father. 
"This Is an extremely active child," said Elaine Ful­
ton-Jones of the state Health and .Rehabilitatlve Ser­
vices Department, which has been supervising Mikey 
since the first fire. . 

TUSKEGEE AIRMAN DIES: Charles Anderson, 
89, a self-taught pilot who trained the military's first 
black lliers and formed the famed Tuskegee Airmen, 
died of cancer Saturday. He ran Tuskegee (Ala) Uni­
versity's pilot training program, an experiment begun 
before World War n to disprove the widespread belief 
that blacks couldn't l1y planes. 

POLLY KLAAS JURY: SIx men and six women 
were chosen in Sari Jose, calif., in the mUrder trial of 
Richard Davis, 41, acCused of strangling 12-year-old 
Polly Klaas. Her abduction at knifepoint in 1993 from 
a slumber party in her bedroom in Petaluma led to 
get-tough-on-crime legislation around the USA 

BAILEY STOCK: F. Lee 
Bailey turned over 400;000 
shares of stock at the heart of a 
$25 million dispute that landed 
him in a Florida federal prison 
March 6 for contempt of court 
Bailey also asked to be re­
leased, saying he's complied 
with Judge Maurice Paul's or­
der. But Paul, out of town until 
Monday, said he'll hear the re- AP 

quest then. Bailey says he ulti- Bailey: Tums over 
mately will prove the stock Is 400,000 shares 
his for legal fees and expenses 
from a client Prosecutors and the judge say the stock 
was forfeited to the government and Bailey was only 
the temporary trustee. 

ALSO nJESDAY ••• 
~ CONFINED TO CAMPUS: Adm. Charles Larson, 

superintendent of the Naval A~demy In Annapolis, 
Md., canceled otf-campus privileges for a week so the 
4,000 midshipmen can discus recent problems such as 
the arrest of students in cases of sexual abuse of a t0d­
dler, transporting stolen cars and burglary. 
~ SCHOOL RULE: Schools may bar studentS from 

carrying backpacks, a judge In Hamilton Township, 
N.J., ruled In upholding a l1k1ay suspension of E1yse 
Meredith, 14, who said the rule was intrusive and vio­
lated her civil rights. School ollicials said backpacks . 
can block aisles, and pose a fire5afety hazard. 
~ OJ. PAL: OJ. Simpson friend AI Cowlings cited p0s­
sible self·incriminatlon in refusing to talk aboUt events 
or the slow~ chase following the 1994 kllling of 
Simpson's ex-wife and her friend. Cowlings, who still 
can be charged in connection with the chase, was 
questioned for a wrongful death suit against Simpson. 
~ AFFIRMATIVE ArnON: A proposal backed by 
california Gov. Pete Wilson to outlaw a1lirmatlve ac­
tion programs throughout the slate was cleared by the 

. state election board for the Nov. 5 ballot . 

Rules could ... Old plots too· 

Agonco­

Jessica: Died in a 
crash Thursday 

Changing rules that allowed 
Jessica Dt!brotf, 7, to pilot a 
plane could involve age limits 
that curtail 1lying for both the 
youngand old, FAA chief D8vid 
Hinson told a House panel. The 
FAA Is revieWing rules that let .. 
anyone l1y as long as a licensed 
pilot Is in control He said rules 
that let young pilots experiment 
''have served us very well." The 
crash Thursday in Cheyenne, 
Wyo., killed Jessica, her father 
and a llight instructor. 

Written by Paul Leavitt Contributing: Claudine Kriss, 
Carrie Dowling and Steve Marshall 
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Priest questions 
reasons behind' 
abortion bill veto 
By Joyce Price 
THE YlNHlNqTON T1MES 

The archbish 
partial- a 
cide an adds t e opes 1-
demt:linton's veto of a· bill to ban 
such a procedure was not "a Cold 
political calculation. 

"But I think that's a question 
that needs to be 'asked the pres­
ident. I think he needs to be asked, 
why did you do this?" Cardinal 
Bernard Law said yesterday on 
ABC's "This Week:' 

CardinaJ Law and the seven 
other Roman Catholic cardinals 
wrote Mr. Clinton, denouncing his 
"shameful veto" of the PartiaJ 
Birth Abortion Ban Act. 

In the letter, the Catholic lead­
ers said partial-birth abortion 
moves a step closer to legal infan­
ticide. In the interview yesterday, 
Cardinal Law acknowledged the 
practice is, in fact, infanticide. 

The cardinal said he discussed 
the procedure with a group of . 
prison inmates before going on the 
program yesterday mOrning,and 

, they were badly shaken. . 
"When.J explained to them that 

this is a matter of applying a scis­
sors into the base of a skull of a 
child, the skull being the only part 
of the baby still in the uterus, and 
then draining out the contents of 
the brain, and then delivering a 
dead child ... they were horrified:' 
Cardinal Law said. 

"The task before us as a churcb 
is simply to state the reality of 
partial-birth abortion because 78 
percent of women, through polling 
done by the 1llrrance Group, the 
Fairbank Group, have indicated 
that they feel this procedure 
should be criminaJized. So really 
what I'm .here about is ... the ur­
gency of overriding the Presi­
dent's veto ... the sheer horror of 
this puts it in a class by itself." 

The bill was passed by both 
houses of Congress, but Mr. Clin­
ton vetoed it, saying the procedure 

was "potentiallY lifesaving, cer­
tainly health-saving" for a few 
hundred wlnerable women and 
families each year. 

The bill he vetoed would have 
permitted exceptions to the ban to 
save a mother's life. He also 
wanted exceptions to avoid "seri­
ous adverse health consequences." 

Donna Shalala, secretary of 
health and human services, who 
also appeared on "This Week:' 
tried to define situations that 
would qualify as "serious adverse 
health consequences." 

"What the 'president is talking 
about are cases where the fetus is 
not viable ... we can work out an 

. agreement ·:where the life of a 
mother and severe health conse­
quences are' so narrowly drawn 
that it's limited to mothers who 
have no other options, when it's 
absolutely medically necessary to 
save the life of the mother and save 
her health," Miss ShaJala said. 

PartiaJ-birthabortionisaproce­
dure performed in the second and 
third trimesters of pregnancy. 0p­
ponents of the ban argue that it's 
only performed in life-oNleath sit­
uations, but data reveaJ that about 
half are e1ectlve surwerjes ~­
formed on healthy women. 

~lts nara for me to understand 
where you would put any Iimita- . 
tions [on abortion] if you vetoed 
this bill:' Cardinal Law said. 

He 'was asked if he believes 
Catholics should not vote for those 
in Congress who opposed the ban 
or Mr. Clinton who vetoed it. "What 
I am saying very specifically is 
that every effort should be made to 
override this veto.:' he said. 

He added, UI think Catholics will 
vote ... the way they want to vote. 
But it does seem to me that the 
basic right to life, which is so im­
periled by a procedure such as 
this, would certainly cause one to 
think very, very carefully before 
voting for someone who would be 
supportive of permissiveness With 
regard to this procedure." 

Grand Canyon 
reaps benefits 
of water release J 

UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL 

· Stacy Woodward has rafted 
the waters that flow through the 
Grand Canyon f\lr 17 years. But 
never before has he seen such 
changes: Giant beaches where 
there had been a spit of sand. 
New backwater habitats. Elimi­
nation of non-native vegetau\ln. 

"Words really can't describe 
this, it's so amazing:' said Mr. 
Woodward, a commercial river 

· guide who returned from a trip 
through tJie 2n-mile canyon. 

"You just can't believe what's 
happened. Every time I turned a 
corner, I saw something that 
wasn't there before:' 

U.S. officials are pleased 
about the results of a much­
heralded experiment that 
sought to turn the clock back to 
a time before the Glen Canyon 
Dam interrupted the flow of 
water into the Colorado River. . 

The dam is located near Page, 
Ariz., on the Utah-Arizona bor­
der, 270 miles north of Phoenix. 

Interior Secretary Bruce 
Babbitt said the experiment 
"worked brilliantly:' and scien-

· tiats were right about restoring 
beacbes and habitats. 

"These early reSults confirm 
our conviction that a new era 
has begun in the management of 
the Colorado River and the 
Grand Canyon:' he said. 

By releasing water from the 
dam, scientists hElped to mimic" 
seasonal conditions that oc­
curred when the canyon was 
carved by the Colorado River. 

The weekiong flooding test 
ended April 7. It was studied by 
more than 150 scientists. 

Preliminary results indicate 
the beaches along the crimson­
colored canyon walls seem to 
have increased by as much as 30 
percent,. federal officials said. 

In addition, backwater chan­
nels were created that could' 
serve as the new home for en­
dangered fish species. . 

Washed away were plants and 
shrubs that had gained a foot­
hold in the canyon because of 
the diminished flows. 

Officials also said there ap­
pears to have been no harm to 
fisheries below the dam, which 
had been a significant concern 
going into the historic test. 

The test, which was in the 
making for 16 Years, began with 
a rush of publicity March 26.' 

Mr. Babbitt pushed the button 
that simt water pouring from 
four, 8-foot jet tubes at Glen Can­
yon. A flow of 45,000 cubic ·feet 
per second was measured at its 
peak. It emptied 3V, feet of 
water from Lake Powell in the 
first use of the dam solely for 
environmental reasons. 

Until then, the dam had been 
used to harness the power, pro­
viding electricity to millions of 
people across the Southwest. 

Mr. Woodward, the guide, 
said, "This is pretty epic ... The 
last trip really was special. You 
really can't realize it unless 
you've been h~re before." 
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r'-l i Green activists 
~I'lsay ~epubli~ans 
t\S . put lives at nsk 

warnings. 
"Their press releases would 

have you believe we're about to· 
pave over Planet Earth, but they're 
in the business of raising money 
and scaring people, and they've 
come up with a convenient bogey· 
man, namely, Republicans:' 

I By Ruth Larson 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

But even some Republicans con­
cede the party is vulnerable to 
charges of environmental extrem-

The Republicans came to power ism. Rep. Sherwood L. Boehlert, 
with ambitious goals to roll back New York Republican, told The 
environmental laws that they con- Washington Times, "The speaker 
tend stifle economic development, [Newt Gingrich of Georgia] and 
but Earth Day 1996 finds most of whip ['Ibm DeLay of Thxas] have 
those aspirations unfulfilled. both acknowledged that they 

"The GOP came in breathing didn't handle enviionmental is­
fire, intent on scaling back the en- sues in the best way:' 

. vironmental regulatory jugger- Mr. Boehlert, who has led ef­
naut. One year later, it hasn't really forts to moderate some environ­
worked too well:' said John Shan- mental reforms in the House, said 
shan, environmental policy ana- the November 1994 elections 
Iyst at the Heritage Foundation. showed that Americans wanted a 
. A report card on Republican en- smaller, less costly, and more effi-
viroitmental initiatives would cient government. 
likely receive a grade of "incom- "Some of my colleagues misin-
plete:' since reforms of the major terpreted that as meaning the pea­
environmental laws remain pie wanted a downsizing of envi­
bogged down in the legislative pro- ronmental activities. But people 
cess. weren't saying that ..... they want a 

Still, environmental activists clean environment. So in some' 
remain wary of Republican' plans, ,---
and continue to sound apocalyptic cases I think Republicans over-
alarms. reacted," Mr. Boehlert said. 

"This is the worst Congress on Mr. Boehlert fawrs a measured 
the environment since Earth Day approach: "You don't reform legis-
1970:' said Daniel J. Weiss, politi- lation by repealing it, any more 
cal director for the Sierra Club. than you cure a headache by using 
"They want to take us back to the a guillotine. You fine-tune what's in 
bad old days, when companies can place." 
put anything they want in ~e air Mr. Boehlert objected to Rep.ub-
or water, and nobody can stop lican attempts last summer to at-
them:' tach "riders" to funding bills that 

AdamThierer,aHeritagefellow would have limited the EPKs abil-
in economics, argues that Repub- ity to regulate wafer pollution, 
licans have allowed themselves to sewer systems, radon, and emis-
be thrown on the defensive by such sions from oil and gas refineries. 
charges from the environmental The move, largely thwarted, 
community. nevertheless spawned dissension 

"Liberals and the environmen- in Republican ranks over the di-
tal community frame the issue as rection environmental reforms 
one of hUrting cleanups and put- should go. 
ting lives at risk. The Republicans Mr. Boehlert pointed out that in 
answered, 'Jobs and money. Well, the 16 months Republicans have 
if you pit jobs and money against been in the majority; .they have 
lives, you lose the debate. It's that tackled tough reforms of legisla- , 
simple." tion inwlving clean water, clean 

Peter Kelley, communications air and cleanup of toxic-waste 
director of the Environmental In- sites. 
formation Center, noted that R~ "We could have Superfund re-
publicans are set to wte on a pack- form this year, if the administra-
age of environmental bills this tion would work with us:' he said. 
week, many of them inwlving "But part of the problem is that the 

administration has been maneu-
wildlife refuges around the coun- vering for partisan political advan-
try, as well as fisheries manage- tage. 
ment and rechargeable battery re- Julie Rochman, spokeswoman 
cycling. for the group Superfund Reform 

"They're settling for window- '95, sounded one of the few bi-
dressing instead of substance. For partisan ·notes in her assessment 
example, they're voting on battery of the environmental debate . 

. recycling, but at the same time, "This is ,their [Republicans'] 
they're trying to roll back the Safe f" d' th I d hi 
Drinking Water Act:' Mr. Kelley ll"st ttme aroun m e ea ers p 

lYle, and I think they're trying to 
charged. . be inclusive. They recognize that 

"They're trying to look good on the environmentisll dangerous is-
Earth Day, yet bills to dismantle sue for them, and they're handling 
existing environmental regula- it in a thoughtful and cautious 
tions are still moving through the way:', 
system:' he said. 

House Commerce Committee 
spokesman Mike Collins dis­
agreed. By reforming the Safe 
Drinking Water Act, for example,. 
"our goal is to enhance safety by 
giving EPA the flexibility they 
need to target resources on the 
most dangerous contaminants, 
and the ones most likely to be pres· 
ent. Right now, the EPA is on a 
regulatory treadmill." 

John Czwartacki, spokesman 
for the House Republican Confer­
ence, said Republicans should be 
proud of their environmental rec· 
ord, despite environmentalists' 

~e lfas~ington iriineG 
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. A Veto, a Condemnation and Possible Political 
. By ROBIN TONER I ,~ 

.. The Clinton Administration . has 
found a happy alliance with the ;Ito-' 
man Catholic Church on much ot Its 
social welfare agenda, from univer­
sal health insurance' to preserving· 

the basic safety net pro-
News grams for the poor. But 

. abortion has always 
~nalysls been the gr!!at divider, 

and In recent days It has 
reasserted Itself with a vengeance as 
a result of President Clinton's veto of 
a bill outlawing a form of late-term 
abortion. 

An Adml!listration that has prided 
itself on It; outreach to Catholics has 
(ound itself rebuked by the Vatican 
and denounced by the nation's Cardi­
nals. And the rift has furnished am­
munition to the PreSident's pOlitical 
.opponents who assert that It shows 
Mr. Clinton Is outside the main­
stream on a fundamental question of 
values. 

In the short-term, Helen A1vare, of 
the Bishops' Office of Pro-Life Activ­
ities, said her organization was con­
sidering a postcard campalgn In the 
churches to urge Congress to over­
ride the President's ·veto. And the 
Cardinals vowed to "do all we can to 
educate" their congregations on the 
p'focedure, which opponents call 
"partial-birth abortion," and Mr. 
Clinton's role In allowing It to contin­
ue. 
. But the longer-term polltlcallmpli- . 

cations are less clear. Catholics are 
IlQnsidered a slgnlficant vote In the 
1996 campaIgn and thus the focus of 
much strateglzlng In both parties. 
But few analysts would argue that 
this vote can be handily delivered by 
:hurch leaders, even If they choose to 
try. "They can no more deliver the 
Gatholic vote than the labor unions 
can deliver the labor vote," said the 
Rev. Thomas J. Reese, a senior fel­
low at the Woodstock Theological 
Center at Georgetown University. 
"We're dealing with an adult citizen­
ry that makes up Its own mind while 
looking at a large number of Issues." 

A poll last week by The Los Ange­
.les Times showed that the public was 
divided almost evenly on how the 
veto would affect their vote this fall 
- about a third said It would make 
them more likely to support Mr. Clin­
ton, a third said it made them less 
.likely, and a third said It would make 
no difference. The poll found that 
Catholics were no more· likely to 
leave Mr. Clinton over the issue than 
non-Catholics. 

_Some Democratic analysts argue 
that any voter likely to break with 
Mr. CliDton over this single issue was 
already with the Republicans, whose 
platform Is staunchly opposed to le­
galized abortion. 

Still, White House officials were 
hardly unaffected by the Vatican's 
thundering condemnation of "a 
shameful veto that in practice is 
equivalent to an incredibly painful 
act of aggression against innocent 
human ·life." 

CRITICISM OF CUNTON DEFENDED 

John Cardinal O'Connor, the Arch­
bishop of New York, defended the 
Roman Catholic Church's right to 
criticize President Clinton. Page B3. 

At Issue Is what many medical 
officials. say Is a relatlv~ly rare pro­
cedure, performed after 20 weeks of 
'gestatlon, in which a fetus is partial- . 
Iy extracted and Its skull collapsed to 
allow the head to pass more easily 
through the birth canal. Opponents of 

. the ban say that the procedure is 

sometimes necessary to protect a 
woman from serious health conse­
quences. Mr. Clinton. sought an 
exception for such cases, but sup­
porters of the ban argued that a 
health exception would be far. too 
loosely Interpreted. 

Administration officials said they 
had held numerous conversations· 
with church· leaders In .the months' 
leading up to the veto. The White 
House created the formal position of 
"Catholic liaison" last fall, and Its 
current occupant, John Hart, said he 
has met often with church officials 
on a variety of Issues. 

"There's far more In common 
than what separates us," Mr. Hart 
said. "We recOgnized the serlousnes 
of the issue that separates. us, and we 
respect that But the President de­
pends on the Input of the catholic 
community on the development of 
social policy here." 

Mr. Clinton, a Bl.IPtist, graduated 
from a Catholic university, George­
town, and has numerous Catholics In 
his Cabinet and on his staff. And 
Father Reese said the PreSident 
"finds himself very comfortable 
with the language and the values" of 
much of the Catholic social te_a~hing~ 

he absorbed at Georgetown. 
Stili, Father Reese said of the 

Bishops, "This is not a group that 
can be bought off by supporting cer­
tain parts of their agenda and not 
others, especially when they think 
this is one of If not the most Impor­
tant issue facing the country." 

Ed Gillespie, communications di­
rector for the Republican National 
Committee, said this latest debate 
simply underscored the extremeness 
of the President's views., "The 
Pope's rlglit and Clinton's wrong," 
Mr. Gillespie said. "If he won't ac­
knowledge the heinousness of this· 
procedure, there's no abortion that 
he'll say is wrong," 

George Stephanopoulos, a senior 
adviser to the President, countered, 

\ 

Fallout 

._---- -------

"What's shameful here is the politlW­
zation of this by the Presldent's.6~ 
ponents in the Republican Party.~' 

In the end, the political fallout for 
Mr. Clinton In this rift may be subtle: 
A President who has taken pains to 
address the voters'· concerns about 
values, from violence on television to 
uniforms In schools, and a PreSident 
who clearly understands the Impor­
tance of religion in many Americans' 
lives, now finds himself on the other 
side of a, painful moral debate with 
the leaders of the Catholic Church. 

Mark Mellman, a Democratic pon­
ster, minimizes the actual Impact on 
voters, ·but added, "1'ou'd certainly 
rather not be in a situation where you 
have church fathers' comlng_ after 
you." 

--~ 
-THE NEW YORK TIM, -
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. O'Connor Backs Criticisti 
·'.411 

Of Clinton Abortion Vet&. .. 
I 

Says Foes Are 'Trying to Muzzle' Church.::~ 
.' . ·,"11 

By NORIMITSU ONISHI 
Responding to accusations that the 

Roman Catholic Church was inter­
fering In' a Presidential election, 
John Cardinal O'Connor, the Arch­
bishop of New York, yesterday de­
fended the church's right to criticize' 
President Clinton's veto of a bin out­
lawing some late-term abortions. 

In the first few minutes of a ser­
mon during Mass at st. Patrick's 
Cathedral, the Cardinal aimed his 
remarks at those "who very quickly 
denounced" Pope John Paul II, who 
condemned President Clinton's deci­
sion on Friday as "a shameful veto 
that in practice Is equivalent ~o an 
incredibly brutal act of aggression 
against innocent humans." 

Critics of the Pope's statements,: 
Including Mayor Rudolph W. Giuli­
ani, questioned last week whether 
the church should issue opinions ori 
political matters. 

"It is a not-so-clever way of trying 
to muzzle the church," the Cardinal 

. said of the criticisms. "If the church 
here in New York,' the church in 
Rome or anywhere else were to re­
frain to address such crucial Issues 
of public policy simply because an 
election campaign is being waged, 
then the church would never" be able 
to address' these Issues. 

"The church will not be silenced 
simply because of an election," he 
added. 

The Cardinal's remarks came a 
week after . he equated late-term 
abortions with outright Infanticide, 
and a week and a half after PresI­
dent Clinton's veto. Although Cardi­
nal O'Connor used St. Patrick's pul­
pit yesterday to broadly defend the 
church's right to voice opinions on 
policy matters with moral dimen­
sions, he also seemed to be respond­
ing specifically to comments made 
by Mayor Giuliani on Friday:' 

Asked about the Pope's criticisms, 
Mayor Giuliani, who Is Catholic, 
said: "Such direct involvement in 
politics is not a good Idea, becaUse I 
think it confuses PeQple. I think that 
religious Institutions, including the 
Catholic Church, have every right to 
do everything they can to persuade 
their members and others as to their 
moral views. That can be done with­
out focusing on a particular political 
figure, in this aase the President of 
the United States." 

At the heart of the controversy Is a 
relatively uncommon abortion pro­
cedure, called intact dilation and 
evacuation, that is performed after 
20 weeks of gestation. The Govern­
ment does not keep records on how 
often the procedure is performed. 
The bill would have barred it except 
when the mother's life was threat­
ened by a "physical' disorder, illness 
or injury"; opponents said that lan­
guage did not allow for cases where 
the pregnancy itself threatened the 
mother's life. In vetoing the bill, 
President Clinton said the operation 
is sometimes necessary to safeguard 
the health of women with troubled 
pregnancies. 

Opponents call the procedure 
"partial-birth" abortion because the 
fetus's feet are extracted first and 

.-• 9i 

DIVISION OVER ABORTION 

The Clinton Administration prizes& 
alliance With the Catholic Church.bilt 
now is at odds with it over the issrtl! 
of late-term abortions. Page B7.· :~ 

'.l..,.~ 

the skull Is broken before being sUS­
tioned through the birth canal. The 
Pope compared the procedure to in­
f8l)ticide; saying It "morally and eth­
ically imperjls the future of a society 
which condones It." . 

The President's Catholic liaison, 
John Hart, said the White House rec­
ognized the. serious diviSions' be­
tween Its position and the church~s. " 

In his criticisms of politicians Yes­
terday, Cardinal O'Connor carefully 

. avoided mentioning any official by 
name, referring to the President only 
as the "chief executive of our land." 

But the Cardinal reiterated the 
statements made Ily the nation's 
eight cardinals last week In a letter 
to the President, in which they said 
they would urge Catholics to voIce 
their oppOSition to Congress. Al­
though the Clinton Administration's 

. stands on social issues like immigra­
tion and welfare are close to" the 
Catholic Church's, abortion remalns 
a potentially explosive Issue m. a 

:·Ia 
,~. 

Continuing to argue 
over how closely a ~ 
church should be ".~ 

involved in politics~. 

year when Catholic votes are consid­
ered crucial. 

"This city will in the future have 
an election campalgn for the 'mayor­
alty," the Cardinal said. "The state 
will have an election campaign for 
"the governorship. There will be, of 
course, an election campaign for the 
Presidency." 

Asked yesterday to respond to the 
Cardinal's stance, the Mayor and 
Gov. George E. Pataki disagreed on 
the role the church should play in the 
political world. Although Mayor Giu­
liani sald he believes the Cardinal 
has the right to !lrgue moral posi­

"tlons, he repeated his concerns of 
last week. "I think this debate should 
be conducted in essence for the con­
science and for people's souls, and it 
should not get Into the political de­
bate about for whom to vote and how 
to make that decision. When that 
happens, then you end up making it 
appear, even if you don't want "to, 
that a religious group is getting in­
volved in politics." 

. But Governor Pataki, who also is 
Catholic, defined the church's role as 
open-ended: "I think the church has 
every right to speak out on issues 
that they consider to be of imPQr­
tance. And they have every righ~'to 
speak out and criticize political deci­
sions and politicians who make those 
decisions." 

THE NEW YORK TIMES 
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"JVew Questions 
On Donations 
Made by Gopp,c 

WASHINGTON, April 21 (AP) ...:.:. 
The political action committee once 
headed by Speaker Newt Gingrich, 
Gopac, worked on behalf of Republi- . 
can state and local candidates with­
out submitting required reports in 
some states, The Associated Press 
reported today. 

The political action committee, 
which concentrated on aSSisting low­
er-level Republican candidates, ac: 
know ledges that It was active in aid­
ing state and local Republican cam­
paigns in 1990. Mr. Gingrich stepped 
down as Its leader In May 1994. 

But the A.P. checked 18 states 
where Gopac sald It had spent mO,ney 
in that year and found no reports~on 
file with state elections officla1$-in 
four of them: Colorado, New YQii(, 
Texas and Wisconsin. Incomplete "re­
ports were avallable In five others: 
Georgia, California, Michigan, Mis­
souri and Mississippi. 

Gopac's executive director, Lisa 
B. Nelson, sald the group had filed 
proper reports wherever they were 
required, but she could not explain 
why some states had no such 
records, which they are required by 
law to keep. 

"It could be that the files of some 
of these states are as Incomplete' a.s 
some of our records are," Ms. Nelson 
said. 

In late 1990, Gopac sent Its mem­
bers a mailing detailing Its 1990 eIl,!c­
tlon activities on behalf of lower­
level candidates. In Colorado, Gopa!: 
contributed $9,700 to seven state-lev­
el political candidates, It Said. 

Colorado election officials have"no 
record of those {ionations, despite 
rules that all contributions exceediitg 
$25 must be reported. . 

New York officials have no record 
of two $2,500 contributions' Gopac 
gave Republican campaign commit- . 

, tees in that state, even though l!lws 
requiring that PAC donations· of 
$I,OjlO or more be reported. 

Records in Mr. Gingrich's home­
state of Georgia show that Gopac' 
reported spending $6,000 there in 
1990, none of it for individual candi­
dates, But Gopac's own report fo'r 
1990 said nine Georgia candidates 
had split a total of $10,000 in cam­
paign contributions in that year. 

Gopac also filed no disclosure 
forms in Texas, despite a state law 
that requires reports from any PAC 
that makes more than 20 percent of 
Its total contributions there or gets 
donations of more than $100. Gopac's 

. records show that 42 percent of Its 
1990 contributions went to Texas and 
that numerous donors gave $100 or 
mor~ ... 11:"!(I~·rtl· JGm .11:.i·J ! ........ >. 
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. ,Nation's 'cardinals 
. blast I shameful veto' 
; of abortion measu're" 

By .l&hard Szc zepOlIC7l'lSlci' . 
~ $TAN)ARI) .,. 

... - -'" ." .. _. "Your veto 'o{ tliisbill is 
. .. beyond co~hension for 

those who hold· human life 

Cardinal j~es' mckey,. . sacred," the churchmen told the 
seven other l.J.S. cardi-' president '1t will ensure the 

. nals and the president of continued use of. the most 
the National Conference of· . heinous act to kill Ii tiny infant 
Catholic Bishops wrote a ''virtu- ~ just secOnds from taking.his or 
ally unprecedented" joint letter her first breath outside the 
1\Jesday to President Clinton 

. expressing "deep sorrow and 
dis~y" . over his presi!1ential 
veto ~f a bill that would have 
outlawed partial-birth abortions. 

Last Wednesday, the day he 
vetoed the measure, President 
Clinton wrote a personallener to 

. diidinal Hickey, -defending hiS 
decision to keep the abortion' 
procedure readily available to 
women. 

womb;" 
The lettec was joiritly signed 

by ·Cardinal Hickey, Chicago 
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin, 
Philadelphia Cardinal Anthony 
Bevilacqua, Baltimore Cardinal 
William Keeler,' . Boston 
Cardinal Bernard Law, Los 
Angeles Cardinal Roger 
Mahony, Detroit Cardinal Adam 
Maida and New York Cardinal 

Carcrmals' letter, page 6 
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a ClIarismaffI; Healrul Retreat 

IIIIIb 
SIster RuIbano Williams. OJ', 

and 
Sisler /Jnda Anne Rallan!, A.s.c. 

June 14,16. 1996 

Ourin,lhis weekend. we 'W1n so 10 the Lord for the hea1in, we need. The 
rmeat wi1l iJJ('lude kuuiD& 10 heal our iJ1Def chilli, our boundaries. our anxieties. 
out wounded emotioas and our bidden addictions. Wc'JI loot. at waY' in which 

co dependc ..... ) plays its part in .n of dti~ And in Eucharist. 

l
leaCbiDp. Qlrid time. music • .twing. one! "'olin, pray" .... 
wiD pal ounelY'tS into the lavina; hands of Jesus with the· 
coufidCDce IhIl be will heal us. 

Doaatioa for tbe wed.endis $110.00. To rep5let. pause call or 
wrill: LOYOLA RE'JltEAT HOUSE., P.O. 801 9, Faulkner. 
Io".yland 206l2. Tel<pbooe' 301·87().3515 

~--- -ola Rdftat Bouse bas beeD prol'lded by 

toUins Funeral Home, Inc. 
.illy Owned alUl Operaled) 

/YersIty Blvd. west (at DeonIs Ave.) 

Spring, MD Partd", on PromIses 
(JOl) 593-9500 

Cardinal's leHer 
frorw page 1 

John O'Connor. Also signing !he lener was 
Oeveland Bishop Anthony Pilla. presidenl of !he 
bishops' coofcnn:e. 

"Mr. President. you and you alone had !he 
c:boice of wbe1her or DOt 10 allow children, 
almost completely bom. 10 be killed brutally in 
partiaJ-birlb abonions," !he chun:hmen wrote in 
!heir letter, "Your choice was to say 'yes' and to 
aDow thiJ killing more akin 10 infanticide !han 
abortion to continue." \ . 

The bishops said !hey soughllO "under=", 
our resolve 10 be wuemitting and unambiguous 
in our defense of human life." . 

AI1hough !be mcaswe contained an cxeinplion 
for cases wb= !be life of !be modter is tIutalened. 
0in1Oll said be vetoed the bill because it did nOt 
contain a "serious adverse health consequeras" 
cJau<;e. The presidcIII maintained such a clause 
wooId allow !be pro<:tdW"e in cases wb=!here was 
DO< 8 dmct IhrealIO the modter's life. 

Tn !beir conespondence. the churchmen exam­
.lined the president's profesSed reason for veto­
ing the measure, and offered !heir response. 

" 'Health.' as !he courts define it in !he context 
of abortion, means virtually anything tbal has 10 
do with a woman's overall .'wen-being.'" !he . 
churchmen said. "Most people have no idea thal 
if a woman bas aD abortioD because she is DOt 
manied. !be law considers thal an abortion for a 
'health'reason." 

They also noted tbal previous cOurt decisions 
have found !hat being 100 old. being !DO young. 
being emotionally upset by p"'gnaocy or baving 
a pregnancy interfere with schooling or a career 
can also be defined as "health" reasons to have 
an abortioo. "As you know and we know, an 
exceptioD for 'health' means abortion on 
demand. "!hey IOld the presidem. 

The churclunen vowed to instruct Catholics and 
.. other people of good will" to do aU they can to 
urge Congress 10 ovemde .. tlUs shameful WIO." 

"Mr. President. your action on Ibis mallet 

takes our nation 10 a critical turning point in its 
treatment of helpless buman beings." the lelleT to 
Ointon said. '1t moves our oation one step fur­
ther toward acceptaoee of infanticide ... (and) it 
sounds an alann that public officials are moving 
our society ever more rapidly to embrnce a cul­
ture of death." 

Meanwhile, Ointon soughl to defend his veto 
of !he bill by writing a peTSonal page and one­
half lelleT to Cardinal Hickey. Cardinal Hickey 
has been in the forefront in the banle to get !he 
legislation passed and approved by the presidenL 
1be canlinal eartier had wrinen three lene .. to 
Ointon, urging him 10 sign the partial-birth abor­
tion ban inlo law. During Holy Week. Cardinal 
Hickey also helped lead a prayer vigil oUlSide !he 
White House that drew an estimated 800 people I 
on a rainy nighL I 

In his letter to Cardinal Hickey, Clinton said I 
his decision 10 suppon continued use of the pro- I 
cedure came after '1 have studied and prayed I 

about (it) for many months." He said tbal while i 
he opposes !he use of such procedures, he sougJtt I 
a "bealth" exceptioD 10 any legislation seeking 10 

clUb its use. I 
'1 am against late-tenD abortions and have 

Ioog opposed dtem except where necessary 10 
protect !he life or health of !he mo1her." 0i11lOll 
wroIe to !he canIinaI. "In short. I do DOt IIIJlPOII 
!he use of this (partial-biI1h abonion) procedure 
on an elective basis where it is nOI necessary 10 
save !he life of !he woman or prevent serious 
risks to her beaIIb. " 

'T'be president also sought to explain wby the 
1. '1ife exoeption" in the version he vetoed was 

unacceptable to him. He said it ''fails 10 COva" 

cases where !he doctor believes DOt !hat !he 
mo!her's death is probable. bot rnlher tbat, with­
out !he procedure, serious physical harm. often 
including loSing !be ability to have more chil­
dren, is very likdy to occur." 

ClintoD wrote thal while be recognizes 
Cardinal Hickey's "desire to eliminate !he use of 
a procedure you see as irthwnane," he consideltd 
it "even more inhumanc"l0 disallow partial-birlb 
abortions without the exceptions he soUghL 

1My also noted that's court deci­
sions hem! found that c::;" 100 old, being 
100 young, being ernofioo dIy upset by 
pregnancy or having a pregnancy inIar­
rete witt. schooIinri Or a career can also be 
defined as "heaIi!. reasons to hem! an 
abor1ion. • As. you know and we know, an 
exception for "-lIb' means abor1ion on 
demand: they told the president. . . 

Supponers of the baD have pointed out !hat !he 
procedure is used mostly for elective reasons. 
The canlinals noted tbal abortionists have testi­
lied tbal !he method is Ill1IIeCeSsary and danger­
ous to women. 

Cardinal Hickey and !he odter bishops are DOW 

womng to muster suppon for a congressional 
override of !he veto. Although !he legislation was 
backed by both Democrats and Republicans in 
the House and Senate, it did not pass by enough 
vOles 10 override Clinton's velO. 

Gacb of Maryland's lawmak:ers "'presenting 
.l...Jpans of !he stale located wilbin !he b0und­
aries of !he Archdiocese of Washington voted 
against !he ban. They include Senators Barbar.I 
Mikulski and Paul Sarbanes and Representatives 
Constance Moren.. Steny Hoyer and Alben 
Wynn. The cardinal has wrinen to all of those 
congressional membe~ asking them to overTide 
!he velo. 

'"Clearly Ibis mistake must be reversed. and I 
am depending on your moral sensibility to 
change your previous vole which has been in 
favor of Ibis kind of carnage," the cardinal wroIe 

the lawmakers. 
Reminding each of the IaMnakers !hat "Ihe J1lI!ior­

tty of your constilUeJ1\S lind !his abortion practice 
~~ .. the cardinal !Old !hem !hat "moral and 
poIitiaII pruden:e wroId dictate !hat you take the 
appropriaIe actiaIs ID overrido !his veto." 

In his weekly column in the Carholic 
Srandard, Cardinal Hickey asked Catholics and 
other citiuns to write 10 !heir Congress members 
and tuge !hem to override !he presidential veto of 
the pariial-biI1h abortion baD. 
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Whose humanity 
will be denied next?' 
Pro-life leaders 'assail president's veto 
on proposed partial-birth abor:tion ban 

By Richard Szczepanowski 
CA1HOUC STANDARD -

. pro-life supporters reacted 
with outrage and anger to 
President Clinton's veto 

last week of a bill that would 
ban a fonn of late-tenn abor­
tions knOwn as "partial-birth 
abortions." 

Local and national religious 
and civic leaders assailed the 
action by the president, and some 
have contended that the veto 
could become a major issue in 
this fall's presidential campaign. 

"By a stroke of a pen, 
President Clinton vetoed a bill 
that would have prevented doc­
tors from killing completely 
formed children practically at 
the moment of birth," Cardinal 
Hickey said "If we deny the 

. hwm.mity of a child as it is being 
born, whose humanitY will be 
denied next?' 

Earlier, Cardinal Hickey had 
written to Clinton three times, 
pleading with the president to 
"exercise moral authority" and 
not veto the measure. The cardi-

Presoden(s veto, page 7 



. ---.-------------------'----------------------~.::...: . .:-~' .:..":..:'..:::-......::~::::-:::"~~":...:.~'-::.~~~-.. 

President's veto 
from page 1 

nal called the partial-birth abortion procedure 
"abortion on demand of the most heinous type." 

Less than two hollI1i after the presidential veto, 
Cardinal Hickey issued a strongly worded stale­
ment condemning the action, saying it should be a 
matter considered by voters later this year. 

"Not only Catholics, but all Americans who 
respect life should sit up and take notice," Cardinal 
Hickey said. "Thoughtful Americans should keep 
this in mind as they ponder their choices on elee­
tion day." 

Tom Grenchik, director of the archdiocesan Pro­
Life Office, said thai with his veto ''President 
Clinton bas once again proven thai be is the most 

aggressive and dangerous promoter of abortion in 
the world. " 

"His veto pen bas rIlI,Ide lawful the brain-suck­
ing deaths of partiaUy born infants," Grenchik 
said. He added that the veto shows the president to 
be "the I1IIIical pro-abortion extremist ... (and) 
morally bankrupL " 

Boston Cardinal BemanI Law, cbainnan of the 
U.S. bishops' Committee for Pro-Life Activities, 
denounced the veto "not only from the resotm:eS 

of our faith, but also as a citizen. " 
"No Jbetoric about 'safe, Jegal and rare' abor­

tions can camouflage the nanm: of this presidential 
veto," Cardinal Law said. '1t is a declaration of 
unconditional support for abortion ... WIder any 
circumsWlces and by any means whatsoever, even 
those bordering on infanticide." 

A recent poll conducted by the Tarrance Group . 
showed that 71% of all Americans and 65% of 
those who identify thmIselves as "pro-choice" 
supported a ban on partial-birtb abortions: 

"President Oioton's veto of (the) legislation ._. 
represents flawed moral leader>hip that runs fun-

. damentally contrary to the beliefs of an over­
wbelming majority of Americans." said John E. . 
Curley, pesident and CEO of the Catholic Health 
Assocation of the United States, an organization of 
oiore than 1,200 Catholic-sponsored beaItb facili­
ties and organizations. 

Curley' said the prcsidcntal action represented 
"8 fw1ber deterioration in respect for human 

life and 8 fw1ber coarsening of our self-under: 
standing as 8 civilized sOciety." 

In vetoing the ban, the president said thai while 
partial-birth abortion "appem inhuinane," such a 
procedure is "potenIiaIly lifesaving __ (and) cor­
Iainly bealth-saving." The biD did contain an 
exception allowing the procedure in cases wbcn 
the mother's life was at risk, but the president bad 
sought an exemption for other beaItb reasons. 

10 performing the procedure. 8 doctor grabs the 
feet of a fetus with forceps. and pulls the body up 
to the bead, through the binh canal The doctor 
then Stabs surgical scissors into the base of the 
baby's skull. aeating an cpening to insert a 
catheter to suction out the baby's brains. This caus­
es the baby's skull to coUapse. allowing easy 
removal of the head to complete the procedwe. 

'1n cnb" to pay 8 political debt to pn>-abortioo 
IICIiW1s, ~ Ointoo wiD aIJaw thoosarMh <iliv­
iDg. Jat&.tmn babies to be mosdy deliYemI and then 
painfuDy killed." said DcaIgIas Jdmsoo. IegisIatiYe 
~ <i \be NaIionaI Riglllto Life ClWIIII!jrw: 

In caanooies madring his __ <i tile biD. 

Clinton appeared with five women, including one 
who identified herself as 8 Roman Catholic and 
another who called het.clf ''pro-life.'' Each said 
they undelwent the ~ because of health 
problems. and they were supportive of the presi­
dent's action keeping the abortion method available. 

"What America should understand from this 
veto is that President Clinton is defending the 
killing of live, kicking babies who feel pain and 
who are a mere three inches from bir1h," said 
Michael A. Ferguson, exeeutive director of the 
Catholic Campaigri for America. 

\ 

U e added that ''President Clinton bas done a 
.l..lgreat disservice to tile American Catholic 
community, which is unified in its rejection of the 
heinous Partial-birth abortion (method)." 

As Congress crafted the measure, Clinton 
vowed he would veto any partial-birth abortion 
ban that did not include a "health of the mother" 
exemption. Suppot1elS of the measure on both 
sides of the aisle said such an exemption would 
virtually gut the biD of any strength. 

'1t is also well known that a 'health' abortion. as 
interpreted by the Supreme Court. includes rea­
sons having to do with a woman's marital status 
and age; as well as for any reason relevant to a 
pregnant woman's social or emotional 'well­
being.' " Cardinal Law said. '1n other words, the 
exception the president insists upon would only 
ensure the continued practice of partiaI-birth abor­
tion for virtnaIIy any reason whatsoever." 

The "health of tile mother" clause. pro-Iifers 
have insisted, could be twisted to fit just about any 
case in which a woman sought an ibortion. 

"Most partial-birth abortions are conceded to be 
purely elective, but the legal language demanded 
by President Ointon would not prevent a single 
partial-birth abonioo," Johnson said. 

Most pro-life advocates called on Congress to 
override the veto. "We strongly urge Congress to 

· override this indefensible presidential' veto and to 
· begin to bring a modicum of sanity to tile abortion 
debate in our society," Cardinal Law said. 

While tile measure passed both the Hoose and 
the Senate with wide bipartisan support. it appears 
tbete are not enough votes for an ovenide.. 
· Many see abortion as major campaign issue in 
this election year. Apparent Rq>ublican presiden­
tial candidate Sen. Bob Dole of Kansas does not 
support the procedure. He bas said the procedure 
'"llII1i the line between abortion and infanticide." 

"Since President Oinion cannot accept this very 
modest restriction on abortion, it is clear there is no 

. restrictioo, under any c:ircumStance. for any rea­
son. be would accept, .. Sen. Dole said 1bis is the 
definition of abortion-on-demaod and tile defini­
tion of 'extremist' on this issue." 

OIA president Curley said the veto "positions 
the president on the extreme end of the abonion 
debate, and in this regard represents 8 serious 
political miscalculation." 

Ferguson also called on Catholics to remeinbc:r 
the __ at election lime. Calling the veto an 
"alienation by the White House of Catholic 
Aniericans," be said, "CaJbolk Americans will not 
forget in November that we .-s • presidem who 

. will promote a raped for aD human life." 
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From the Staff 

The ,abortion pr~sident 

S
illy me. Up until a week ago Wednesday. I actually thought President Clinton would 
not veto legislation that would ban a most groesome IijId disgustiJlg procedure known 
as "partial-birth abortion." ;, , ' , , 

Ip my heart of hearts. I really thought the president would ~ the noble thing and sign the 
baJi into law. ',.;. . 

• ,,.:-. v;. . 

I know Clinton is a staunch promoter of abortion. and I know that from his very first day 
in office he has done everything he could to make abortion as easy 
and as available as, say, getting a tooth pulled. But, I honestly 
thought that even this man would be sickened enough by die pro-
cedure to distance himself ~m it Like I said, Silly me: ' 

The reason why this method of abortion is called "partial-birth" 
is simple: using forceps, a doctor grabs the feet of the baby from 
the motlier's womb. and pulls the body up to the head, through the 

. birth canal. ~ doctor then stabs surgical scissors into the base of 
the baby's skull, creates 'an 'oPening, and inserts a catheter to suc­
tion Out the baby's b~s. This causes the baby's'skull to collapse; 
allowing easy removal of the head to complete the procedure. 

And what does our president say about all of this? He concedes that the procedure 
"appears inhumane." Appears inhumane? Sorry, Mr. President, but it Is inhllDl8lle. Foroeps 
grab a human's legs. A catheter suctions out a human brain. We are not talking about a mere 
mass, of cells. We are talking about human life. _ 

In preparing my stories on reaction to the president's veto, I hean,i a lot o(comment that this 

homllie and undefendable procedure bot'derS on infimticide. I disagree'. This ;; infanticide. 
PreSident Clinton. who likes tD paint bimSeIf as a middle-of-the ioad moderate on this 

issue, promised to make abortion "safe, legal and rare."Wbat has. he done to make abortion 
rare? Nothing. In fact, all of his !lClions disprove that claim. In every inStance. he has pr0-

moted measures that inciease access' tD abortion on deuland. 
ClintDn's veto of thiS bipartiSan bill goes ~yond some sort of devotion to the idea of a 

"women's righuo choose" or b.acldng.the esotCric ideal of one having "control over one's 
body." This is outright support for, indee:d promotion of, a specific procedure that rips a baby 
- not a glob of tissue, but a baby - from his or her mother's womb. 

There has been much ballyhoo about this presidential action alienating the "Catholic 
vote." Wbilc I am proud to be a part of a religion so identified for its indefatigable support 
of life. this is not ,merely a Catholic issue. A Tarrance Group poll found thai 71% of all 
Amciricans and 65% of those who identify themselves as "pro-cllOice" supported a ban on . 
partial-birth abortions. Naturally, anyone of good will would 

Clinton relished his veto of the bill. Look' at the flourish with which he did his dirty work. 
He hustled out five women who said they underwent the abortion and now support it as a 
viable procedure. one of those women identified herself' as a practicing Catholic. The 
woman may identify herself as a Catholic, but she is not following what the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church says. It notes that ''formal cooperation in an abortion constitutes a grave 
offense. The Church attaches the canonical penalty of excommunication in this crime against 
human life" (# 2272). 

This lady can identify herself however she wants; just as our "safe, legal and rare" presi­
dent does. No matter what they call themselves, they oUght to hang their heads in sorrow. 
And those of us who see this deadly procedure for what it is ought to pray to God for them 
to recognize the truth. 

- Richanl Szczepancwski 



With deep sorrow and dismay' 
Text of cardinals' letter 10 president on partial-birth abortion ban velo 

TIfoUowing u 1M lat t{ a lette, Itand-<kliw,"" 
to 1M W/UIe House 1IIesday reganling 1M pres­

, idmt) _mJ wto <f. a congressional bill IhDI 
would have bonnI!d partial-birt" abortions exctpt 
when 1M nwlhL'~ lift war at risL The /Liter, addressed 
to President Qinkm. war signed by CmtIinal Hickey 
and seven OIM' American cantinab, along wil" 
Ckveland Buhop Antlrony Pilla, 1M presidenl of /Itt 
National Cor{tl't1fU ofCatltolk Buhops.} 

Dear President 0inI00. 
It is with deep SOITOW and dismay that we rtsPooo 10 

your April 10 veto of the Panial-Birth Abortion Ban 
Act. 

Your velO of Ibis bill is beyond comprehension for 
those who bold human life sacred. It will ensure the 
continued use of the most heinous act 10 1cill a tiny 
infant just seconds from taking his or her first breath 
outside the womb. 

At the veto ceremony, you told the American pe<lpIe 
that you "had no choice but to veto the bill." Mr. 
President. you and you alone bad the choice of whether 
01"'1101 to allow children a1most completely born, to be 
killed brutally in partial-birth abortions. Members of 
both Houses of Congress made their choice. They said 
NO to partial-birth abortions. American women voten 
bave made their choice. According to a February 1996 
poD by Fairbank. Maslin, Maullin & Associates, 78'1> 
of women vO!hers said NO to partial-birth abortions. 
Your choice was to say YES and to allow !his 1cilling 
more akin to infanticide !ban abortion to continue. 

During the veto ceremony, you said you bad asked 
Congress to change H.R. 1833 to allow partial-birth 
abortions to be done for "serious adverse bealth COQSOo 

quences" to the nlOlher. You added that if Congress bad 
included that exception, "everyone in the world will 
know what we're talking about." 

On the cootraty, Mr. President. not everyone in the 
world would know thai ''beaItb. " as the courts define it 
in the context of abortion. means virtually anything 
thai bas to do with a woman's overall ''weD-being." For 
example. most people ba:ve no idea that if a woman bis 
an abortion because she is DOl married, the law consid­
m thai an abortion for a ''beaIth'' reason. 

Similarly, if a woman is "too young" or "too old," if 
she is emotionally upset by pregnancy, or if pregnancy 
interferes with scbooling or career, the law considen 
those situations as ''bealtb~ reasons for abortion. In 
other words, as you know and we know, an exception 
for ''beaIth'' means abortion on demand. 

You say there is a difference between a ''health'' 
exception and an exception for "serious adverse bealth 
consequences." Mr. President. what is the difference -
legally - between a woman being too young and 
being "seriously" too young? What is the difference -
legally - between being emotionally upset and being 
"seriously" emotionally upset? From your study of Ibis 
issue, Mr. President. you must know that most partial­
birth abortions are done for reasons that are purely 
elective. 

It was instructive thai the veto ceremony included no 
physician able to explain bow a woman's physical 
health is protected by almost fully deli vering her living 
child, and then killing that child in the most inhumane 
manner imaginable before completing the delivery. As. 
a mane< of fact. a partial-birth abortion presents a 
health risk to the woman. Dr. Warren Hem. who wrote 

the most widely used textboolc on bow to perform 
abortions, bas said of partial-birth abortions: "I wooId 
dispute any statement that Ibis is the safest procedure to 
use." 

Mr. President. all abortions are Ietb.aI for unborn 
chiIdren.. and many are unsafe for their mochers. This is 
even more evident in the late-term, partial-birth abor-. 
tion. in which chiklren are 1cilled aueDy, their IIIOIhm 
placed at risk, and the society that oondones it brutal­
ized in the process. 

As. Catholic bishops and as citizens of the United 
States, we strenuously oppose and condemn your veto 
of H.R. 1833 whicb wiD allow partial-birth abortions to 
continue. 

In the ooming weeks and months, each of us, as weD 
as our bishops' conference, will do all we can to edu­
cate people about partial-birth abortions_ We will 
inform them that partial-birth. abortionS will continue 
because you chose to veto H.R. 1833. 

We will also wge Catholics and odICl people of good 
will - including the 65'1> of self-described "pro­
choice" voters who oppose partial-birth abortions -to 
do all tfJat they can 10 urge Congress 10 ovenide this 
shameful veto. 

. Mr. PreSident, your action 011 !his mattt:r takes our 
nation to a critical turning point in its treatment 

of belpless baman beings inside and outside the womb. 
It moves our nation one step further toward aCceptance 
of infanticide. Combined with the two recent federal 
·appeals court decisions seeking to legitimize assisted 
suicide, it sounds the alarm that public officials are 
moving our society ever more rapidly to embrace a cul­
ture of death. 

Writing Ibis response to you in unison is, on our part, 
virtually unprecedented. It will. we hope, underscore 
our resolve to be unremitting and unambiguous in our 
defense of human life. 

Sincerely yows. 

CanIfnaJ Josepb Bernardln, 
An:bblsbop of Cblcago 

CanIfnaJ Anthony BevDacqua, 
Archbishop of PbDaddpbla 

CanIfnaJ James HIckey, 
Archbishop of Washington 

CanIfnaJ Willlam Keeler, 
An:bhishop of Baltimore 

CanIfnaJ Bernard Law, 
Archblsbop or Boston 

CanIfnaJ Roger Mahony, 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 

CardInal Adam Malda, 
An:bbisbop of Detroit 

Cardinal Jobn O'Connor, 
Archbishop or New York 

Bisbop Anthony Pilla, 
PresIdent, National Conference or Catholic Bishops 



President'sleHer 
to Cardinal Hickey 

TI following is the text of a iener President 
Clinton sent to Cardinal Hickey last Wednesday, 
the day thepresidenr vetoed the partial-birth 

abortion ban.. 

Dear Cardinal Hickey:-
I want to thank you for your letters on H.R. 1833. I 
appreciate and considered the strong moral convictions 
you expressed. . . 

This is a difficult and disturbing issue, one which I 
have studied and prayed about for many months. I am 
against late-term abortions and have long opposed 
them, except where neCessary to protect the life or 
health of the mother. As governor of Arkansas, I signed 
into law a bill that barred third trimester abortions, with 
an appropriate exception for life or health, and I would 
sign such a bill now if it were presented to me. 

Indeed, when I first heard the procedure referred to 
in H.R. 1833 described, I thought I would support the 
bill. But as I studied the matter and learned more about 
it, I carne to understand that this is a rarely used proce­
dure, justifiable as a last resort when doctors judge it 
necessary to save a woman's life or to avert serious 
health consequences to her. 

In the past months, I have learned of several cases of 
women who desperately wanted to have their babies, 
who were devastated to learn that their babies had fatal 
conditions and would not live, who wanted anything 
other than an abortion, but who were advised by their 
doctors that this procedure was their best chance to 
avert the risk of death or grave harm which, in some 
cases, would have included an inability to ever bear 
children again. For these women, this was not about 
choice. This was not about having a headache or fitting 

. into a prom dress, as some have regrettably suggested. 
This was not about choosing against having a child. 
These babies were certain to perish before, during or 
shortly after birth. 1be only question was how much 
grave damage was going to be done to the woman. 

In short, I do not support the use of the procedure on 
an elective basis where it is not necessary to save the 
life of the woman or prevent serious risks to her health. 

That is why I implored Congress to add a limited 
exemption for the smaIl number of compelling cases 
where use of the procedure is necessary to avoid seri- , 
ous health consequences. The life exception in the CUf­

rent bill fails to cover cases where the doctor believes 
not that the mother's death is probable, but rather that, 
without the procedure, serious physical harm. often 
including losing the ability to have more children. is I 

very likely to occur. I want to say again that if Congress 
will amend the bill as I have suggested, remedying its 
constitutional and human defect, I will sign the bill. 

Again, I thank you for your concern. These are painful 
and sobering issues. I understand your desire to eliminate 
the use of a procedure you see as inhumane. But to elim­
inate it without taking into consideration the rare and 
tragic circumstances in which its use may be necessary 
would be, in my judgment, even more inhumane. 

Although I know you disagree with me on this mai­
ter, I hope we can continue our dialogue and continue ' 
to work together on the broad array of issues on which . 
we do agree. I need your help and your insight 

Sincerely, 

Bill C1intoo 



Life Issues Forum by Hekn Aware 

Confused? Welcome to the abortion debate 

T he abortion deb~te is placing. me in. serious 
jeopardy of making me downnght cyrucal and 
distJUstful. And if that happens, I can blame it, 

in part, on the conduct of abortion advocates during 
the latest epic stJUggle over partial birth abortion. 
. There is a pretty simple reason why partial birth bas 
caused abortion advocates to behave with even less 
veracity than usual: when 
faced with the facts about a 
particular abortion proce­
du~ about the humanity of 
the victim and the brutality of 
the surgery, abortion advo­
cates have nowhere in the 
factual universe to run. And 
so they resort to untJUths. A 
Whole host of them. 

Dealing with these gets old 
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fast. Not merely because boldface lies are always pr0-

voking, but also because abortion advocates seem to 
get away with them so repeatedly. As a British preach­
er once opined: "A lie will go around the whole world 
and back while the tJUth is still pulling on its boots." 
In other words, before a pro-life group can refute an 
untruth in its first incarnation, it tends to appear in 10 
more publications-a Planned Parenthood fact sbeet, 
congressional testimony, a Boston Globe opinion col­
umn, and so on. It's impossible to type, dial or tallt 
fast enough to keep up with it! 

What's even more frustrating is that the pro-life 

arguments regarding partial birth abortion are based 
on the statements of abortion advocates and partial 
birth abortionists themselves. The other side ignores 
their own evidence and offers only anecdotes and the 
uninformed opinions of non-experts. Still, their 
claims receive more public exposure. 

,A few examples tell the storY. The first wave of pub­
lic education about partial birth abortion described the 
procedure in the words of one of its practitioners, Dr: 
Martin Haslr.ell. The public was horrified to learn that 
~term infants, mostly delivered outside of their moth­
ers, could be stabbed in the head and have their beads 
vacuumed, then crushed, under the guise of Roe v. 
Wade. Elltel' the first Wltruth: wanting to avert disap­
proval of killing live infants this, way, the National 
Abortion Federation (NAP) hastily assured the public 
that the cbildren were dead before all the nasty instJU­
mentation began! One sligbt problem with its public 
claim - a partial-birth abortionist refuted it He said that 
the vast majority of the babies be aborted this way were 
still alive when be stabbed them. 

N ot to be dissuaded from their campaign to court 

public approval, NAP, Planned Parenthood, and 
the National Abortion and Reproduction Rights 

,Action League (NARAL) then began claiming that it 
was the anesthesia given to the mother that killed her . 
baby. It wasn't the stabbing or suctioning. This claim 
was repeated over and over in newspapers, women's 
magazines, and so on. Pregnant women with sched-

uled surgery were coming to their doctors with 
sweaty, folded magazine articles asking whether the 
anesthesia they would get was the kind that "could 
kill their babies." . 

Fmally' the American Society of Anesthesiologists 
(ASA) could SWId it no longer. Without taking a position 
on the bill to ban partial birth abortions. the ASA made a 
public statement, 'followed by two sworn "''''''",4111 
before Congress. that there was absolutely no credible 
scientific evidence to support the claim that the biby was 
killed by anesthesia. 1\\10 anestbesiologisls ~ said 
that if you gave enough anesthesia to !be mocbcr' 10 that 
it killed the baby, the mocbcr' would be dead too! Having 
made these statements publicly; !be ASA director, a self­
avowed supporter of legal abortion. was then sbocIced to 
find that the same media outlets who had quoted the 
false claims of !be abortion lobby never printed his 
expert denials. This doctor couldn't Undcntand why !be 
press wouldn't want to alert pregnant women that it was 
perfectly safe for them to undergo necessaJ)' surgery and 
receive anestbesia. Wouldn't "pro-woman" 0rganiza­
tions want women to know this? His genuine confusion 
reminded me of bow a child reacts when first diJccMr­
ing that the world is not all goodness and ligbt. 

You poor fellow, I·thought Welcome to the Ibor­
tion debate. 

Alvare is director of Pl4nning and Information at 
the SecretGriatlor Pro-Life Activities olthe National. 
Confermce of Catholic Bishops in Washington, D.C.) 



From the Cardinal 

Ask our senators to support life 

l often try to regale my readers with stories from the 
past as a way of illustrating some insight into our 
faith. But this week, I need to sound an alann. 

This week, I want to speak from my heart as your 
archbishop and to ask your cooperation in a very 
important matter. 

M you probably know, last week President Clinton . 
vetoed the Partial Binh 
Abortion Ban Act. This legis­
lation would have made it 
illegal for doctors to take the 
life of p8I'!ially born children. 
All abortion, of course, is an 
unjustifiable attack on inno­
cent human life, but partial 
binh abortion is particularly 
heinous. It is the killing of a 
fully-formed child about to 
take a first breath. Most so­
called "pro-<:hoice" physicians cannot tolerate this 
morally repugnant procedure. Most Americans, even 
so-called "pro-choice" Americans, oppose it. 
Congress passed a law banning it 

By the stroke of a pen, President Clinton vetoed the 
will of the people. But he did more than that He 
moved the country deeper into what Pope John Paul n 
calls "the culture of deadt." By his deciSion the presi­
dent made it clear that his administration will not tol­
erate any compromise whatsoever on abortion. In a 
word, the president has cast his lot widt extremists in 
the abortion debate. 

Some have called the president's action a serious 
political miacalculation. It is not for me to analyze the 

politics of his decision. My job is to be like a prophet in 
the Old Thstament crying aloud in protest in the streets 
and neighborhoods of this archdiocese. My task is to 
denounce the president's appalling veto allowing the 
continued killing of babies' seconds before their birth. 
My responsibility is to educate those who may be 
<!eceived by efforts to disguise a morally outrageous 
decision in the clothes of compassion. 

We should be aware of two such disguises. 
F1l'St, partial binh abortion is sometimes portrayed 

! as "good for women." Indeed, the president has said 
that partial binh abortion should be legal to protect 
both the life and health of the mother. Evidently the 
president chose not to believe. the well qualified 
experts who testified before Congress that this proce­
dure is ngt medically necessary. Even Dr. Warren 
Hern, author of the nation's most widely used abor­
tion textbook, does not believe that partial binh abor­
tion is good for women. Let me quote Dr. Hern: "I 
have very serious reservations about this procedure ... 
I would dispute any statement that this is the . safest 
procedure to use... It is bad enough that partial binh 

. iIbortion places women at risk; but it is alwaYJi lethal 
to the child! 

. . 
A second disguise offered by our president to justi­

n.ty his veto is that the Partial Binh Abortion Ban 
Act is unconstitutional. Again untrue. No court, not 
even the Supreme Court in Roe vs. Wade, ever 
addressed the legality of killing a live, mostly deliv­
ered child in the process of being born •. 

The plain truth is that the vast majority of partial binh 
abortions are purely elective. The plain truth is that it is 

April 18, 1996 CathoI"IC Standard 

by James Cardinal Hickey 

well within the power of Congress and the president to 
stop this horrible practice. President Clinton has already 
made his choice. Now it is up to the. Congress to override 
the president's disgraceful veto. 

That brings the matti:r a little closer to home, to our 
1. Maryland Senators, Barbara Mikulski and Paul 

Sarbanes. If you check the record, you will find, 
regrettably, that both senators voted against the Partial 
Binh Abortion Ban Act In other words, they are cur­
rently on the side of the president; they are likely to 
sustain his veto. 

With all my heart, I urge you to write to Senator 
Mikulski and Senator Sarbanes. Please ask them to 
change .course. Ask them to vote to override the pres­
ident's veto. Ask them to look carefully at the bar­
barous practice they are supporting. Encourage them 
to discard the disguises of death and to support life. 

Here is where to write: 

Senator Barbara Mikulski 
709 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510. 

Senator Paul Sarbanes 
309 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

I urge you to write them this very day. Don't do it 
for me. Don't do if for any political motive. Do it 
because it is the right thing to do. Do it for the chil­
dren. Do it for our nation. Do it because you love and 
respect human life I 
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Vatican Rehukes Clinton For Veto 
Reuter 

VATICAN CITY, Aprill9-The 
Vatican accused PresidenfClinton 
today of sbameful action for·vetoing 
a ban on a type of 1ate-temJ 'abor­
tion, and the U.S. ambassador voiced 
strong support for the Holy See. 

Inan unusually strong statement, 
chief Vatican spokesman Joaquin Na­
varra-Valls said Clinton was putting 
the moral and ethical future of 
American society at risk by legaliz­
ing what he caJled an "inhuman pro-
cedure." . 

The U.S. ambassador to the Holy 
See. Raymond Flynn, also expressed 
regret, saying he supported Clinton 
but bad urged him "in the strongest 
possible terms" to back the legisla­
tion. 

. I 
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Navarro-Valls expressed the Vati­
can's support for a letter sent to 
Clinton by American Catholic 1ead­
ers, which said the veto "takes our 
nation to a critical tumiJig point in 
its treatment of helpless human be­
ings inside and Outside the womb." 

Clinton said he acted bEicause his 
plea for an exception for mothers 
facing serious adverse health conse­
quences was ignored. 

Navarro-Valls said the late-term 
abortion was opposed by many non· 
Catholics, including 65 percent. of 
Americans who otherwise believed 
women should'have the right to 
choose whether to termiDate a preg­
nancy. The Catholic Church opposes 
abortion of any kind. 



THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 
. Lf-?l-'1f. 

LOS ANGELES 

'The EternityiWithin'~S.igJ:)J~d:Away;:by'a(Hro~ 
• Abortion: Clinton cynically 
used five families' personal 
tragedies to deflect our 
revulsion at the partial birth 
procedure. 

, . , '. ,. .. 

In the process of delivery by parUiIi blrtiL\ . • , 
abortion, ." . ':\J~Rather than deal wIth the fai:tst 

Surrounding himself. with five women,' about partial bIrth abortions' ". ;;~~j~~:;~~~~~i~=~~~ who had. faced during their preg- . . ' .. '. ~;;i 
naneies, and those would >Presldent Clinton chose Instead:t::. brultal'lborUOIl~ 

, use thell! as "pollUcal . : to toe the line drawn by the ; '.' .. 
. . dent proceeded to use \.. . ·.·:i,.I.So does 

__________ ..,-'-_ .. And fraudulently as well. abortIon lobby. • •• We haVe >i~ ','defles' 

The president claimed right and every raason to . 
. parUal birth aborUon is done . the veto·that puts 

On Good Friday, President Clinton VIs-' . serve a woman's life or her futllre .' .• ' : 
ited the scene of the Oklahoma City bomb- .' . or to end thellve. of chIldren So sick one step closer 

By HELEN ALVARE 

year ago. There, he delivered this message: . born alive. The preSident chose to Ilmore 
On Easter, he said, ChrlsUans the world what those who perform' parUal 'bIrth ' ing where so many children were killed one i . they ~Ould 11kely not llye long after be~lng~:,:. !;fj~jG=jir::::~,~:r,~~~~~i~~~~~~~~ll~~~g~~~~~~~~~ 
over wouid "bear witness to our faith" that abortions have said again and agaIn: 
the miracles of Jesus and those of the vastmajorltyofabortlolis.theyperform ' -""---:-.. 
human spirit seen in Oklahoma City, "only purely elecUve. Even those they cal1·.·non~·:, . Or the five women' 
reflect the larger miracle of human' elecUve" would be considered elecUve bY.(:thelrown rlghl TheAislIb!!IIUestnesec:nu-
nature-that there is something'etemal most people. For example. the late Dr·.,·dreri.had the short .':' 
within each of us ... no bomb can blow James McMahon called ~nonelecUve" thOse.: . ' 
away, even from the littlest child, that parUal birth aborUons .. lhatare· pe~ormed·. :; h~~'~~~~:~~:~5~:~ 
eternity which is within each of US," because of the.mother~iiryo~th,or 6eca~e_ ,",.1~o~~m!~ustrY./I88;;; 

Five days later and Easter past, the she was "depress~·\'''· "-::,' ~~~~~~;~lr;,.l:;~~;~e .. ~.\;!,'10~/y' 
president vetoed' a bili that would have We cannot.:tari ,to:.:note:the.·dlsturb~g ~c 
protected the tiniest child from being killed tmplicaUons of\lBlri(!he.alXir~"chfi.dren 
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DRAWING BOARD / ROGERS PERSPECTIVE ON ASSISTED SUICIDE 

Walk a Mile inMyWheelc~ 

DIJ
.~<, ." humane uian conUnulng to :' .. Why is I 

.•.. ", . Quality of life consists of llve In "a chIldllke atate of ~? WI>; 
. ; .;...' . more than the physical; helplessness."· Choice m 
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Wider Impact Is Foreseen f6r Bill to Ban Type of Abortion.· 
By TAMAR LEWIN 

Public health officials and doctors 
who perform abortions say the bill 
passed by the House of Representa­
tives last week ihat would ban a type 
of late-term abortion is so broadly 
written and ill defined· that It could 
affect many more doctors than origi­
nally thought. 

Indeed, they say, it could criminal­
ize almost any doctor who performs 
abortions in the second trimester or 
after 12 weeks oi gestation, ~nd 
might force doctors to tum to less· 
safe methods to avoid the possibility 
of prosecution. Some also say that it 
would shrink the pool of doctors who· 
perform second-trimester abortions. 

The sponsors of the bill, and the 
anti-abortion groups they worked 
with, said their goal was to ban what 
they cali "partial-birth abortions," 
in which a fetus at 20 weeks of gesta­
tion or· more is partly delivered, ·feet 
first, and then to make it easier for. 
the fetus to pass through the birth 
canal, the skuli is collapsed. 

But the House bill approved on 
Wednesday, the Partial-Birth Abor­
tion Ban Act, provides a far looser 
definition, with no reference to fetal 
age or to the specifics of Inserting 
scissors into the neck to create a 
hole through which the brains can be 
suctioned out to collapse the skull. 

The legislation, which will be con­
sidered in the Senate this week, says 
only that .. the term 'partial-birth 
abortion' means an abortion In 
which the person performing the 
abortion partially vaginaliy delivers 
a living fetus before killing the fetus 
and completing the delivery." 

That language Is so broad - and 
the term 'partial-birth abortioR' so 
unfamiliar in the medical communi­
ty - that many doctors who perform 
o~ly earlier abortions, by the most 
common methods, say they have 
dime procedures that would proba­
bly be prosecutable under the law. 
: "I'm sure I've had a situation: 

with a 14- or IS-week pregnancy, 
when the fetus presented feet first. . 
where I did something that· a Fed­
efal prosecutor might take to court 
under this language," said Dr. Lewis 
Koplik, who performs abortions up 
tq 20 weeks iJ! Albuquerque, N.M., 
and EI Paso. "The decision about 
what method to use is made in ari 
individual setting, based on an indi­
vidual woman's situation. It's not 
one-size-fits-all, and It!Shouldn't tie . .! 
<jon't want to make medical deci­
sions based on Congressional lan~ 

, guage. I don't want to be that vulner­
able. And it's not what I want for my 
patients." 

Those who drafted the legislation 
said they did not believe it would 
interfere with second-.trimester 

abortions p~rformed by the stand­
ard method of dilation and evacua­
tion, or D&E. 

.. An element of the crime Is that 
the prosecution has to prove beyond 

. a reasonable doubt that the baby 
was living," said an assistant coun-· 
sel to the Constitution subcommiitee 
of the House Judiciary Committee, 
Keri Harrison, who helped draft the 
bill. "In a D&E, there's not a living' 
fetus being delivered. They're. in 
there suctioning and cutting, and 
what they deliver is .body parts. This 
WOUldn't cover that" 

Ms. Harrison said that in drafting· 
the legislation, she and others had 
rejected speCifying the .gestational 
age or abortion technique It would 
cover. "This isn't about _a viable 

Concerns that the 
legislation's . 
. language is too . . 
ImprecIse. 

. baby, or a nonviable one," she said. 
"And we didn't want anything about 
inserting scissors into the base of the 
skul~ because we ·didn't want them 
to come up with a slightly different 
technique and avoid the statute. 
What we want to make a criine is the 
abortionist starting to deliver Ii baby 
and then killing it." 

About 13,000 of the nation's 1.5 
million abortions. a year are per­
formed after 20 weeks' gestation. 
And only two doctors, who perform a 
total of about 450 of these abortions a 
year, have said publicly that this 
method is the safest and best So 
most discussion. of the proposed ban 
has been based on the assumption 
that the method is rarely used, and 
only by a small number of doctors. 

But the National Abortion Federa­
tion, which represents several hun-· 
dred abortion providers, says that 
more doctors have recentiy reported 
that they sometimes use the method, 
which they call "intact D&E.". And 
Since the House vote, some gynecolo­
gists at prominent hospitals have 
acknowledged that they often use the 
method in late-term abortions. 

"Of course I use it, and I've taught 
. it for the last 10 years," said a gyne­
cologist at a New York teaching hos: 
pita~ who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity. "So do doctors in other 
cities. At around 20 weeks, the ·fetus 
Is usually in a breech poSition. If you 
don't have to insert sharp instru­
ments blindly into the uterus, that's 

better and safer. problems or are carrying fetuses 
"Even in earlier abortions," the with profound abnormalities. 

doctor continued, "it can . happen Dr. Allan Rosenfield, dean of the 
that after you prepare the patient by Columbia University School of Pub­
dilating the cervix, the·.feet move Iic Health and a professor of obstet· 
down, and the procedure might be rics, said that he and a group of other 
covered by this law." . doctors discussing the legislation 

"This legislation would be a dlsas- had been unable to agree on what 
ter for women's health," the doctor the law would cover - but did agree 
said. that it posed a threat to anyone who 

Most of the doctors interviewed did second-trimester abortions. 
said they saw no moral difference "In a standard D&E, the fetus 
between ·dismembering the fetus generally doesn't come out intact," 
within the uterus or partially deliv- Dr. Rosenfield said. "But you might 
ering it, intact, before killing it. very well bring down a leg at the 

Several said they saw the bill as an . start of the procedure, and if the 
opening wedge to outlawing ali sec- definition is a beating heart~poten­
ond-trimester abortions - and con- tially any second-trimester abortion 
ceded that anti-abortion groups had coUld fit this btu. My big worry is 
won an important public-relations that if this becomes law, doctors will 
victory by focusing so much atten.-. feel they have to go back to the less­
tion on late-term abortions, wbich . safe second-trimester abortion 
are the least common but most methods we did until the 1980's, the 
emotionally fraught procedures.. installation procedures, In which the 

According to the Alan. Guttmacher uterus is flooded with saline Or 
Institute, a private group that .stud- urea." 
ies reproductive health issues, al- . Many of the doctors interviewed 
most nine out of 10 abortions are expressed concern that the leglsla­
performed in the first trimester, tion would shrink the pool of doctors 
when the procedure is relatively· willing to perform late-term abor­
simple .. About 164,000 abortions a tioils, especially since many of these 
year are performed during the sec- doctors already face demonstrations 
and trimester, that Is, at 13 to 26 and threats, and may not be ·wllling 
weeks of gestation, but more than 9 to take on an additional worry about 
out of 10 of these are before the 20th criminal prosecution.· 
week. . · .. It really is such nonspecific. and 

Although. second-trimester abor- bizarre legislation that it's hard to 
lions are legal throughout the nation tell what exactly they're trying ·to 
for·any reason, few doctors perform ban," said Dr. Ma.ry Campbell, med­
abortions after 20 weeks, and while . lcal director of Planned Parenthood 
third-trimester abortions are legal of ·Metro Washington. "Clearly 
in some states, only a few hundred they're anxious to prosecute any­
take place each year. Third-trimes- body who's doing second- or thlrd­
ter abortions are performed almost trimester abortions. I know people 
exclusively by a handful of doctors who have said that this would be the 
who get referrals from obstetricians end of their third-trimester practice, 
whose patients have seriouS health and probably their second." 
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TOday'sdebate: Lm-TERM ABORTIONS 

Attack on, rare abortion' 
. . ? - . . 

pr.p.cedure.invitesmisery, . 
OUR VIEW Thasa cases are. 

traglc~ lhasa casas 
are p8rsonal~ L,glslaUon Is a . 
cIu~sy,and painful response •. 

enlarged head so it could pass throiJgh the 
birth canal without damaging her mo~er. 

"This . wasn't about choice, this was 
, about a medical necessity," Wilson says. . 

That's the case for most late-term abor­
tions. A mother's pregpancy is complicated 

. Abortion is a wrenching decision ~d~ by health problems such as cancer Or heart . 
any ciicumstance. In the later Stages of a disease, so that .continuing the. pregnancy 
pregnancy, it's a nightmare. endangers her life. Or an unborn baby is . 

So it is doubly painful to find the Hotise found to have unthinkable defOrmities. .. 
, of Representatives voting to make the If the Senate agrees with the HolJ$e, oth-. . 

nightmare . worse. It, did so Wednesday, . er families won't get the option available to 
voting to outlaw a last-resort prcx:ec1ure to the Wllson&:Or other choices. The House . 
tennina~ some late-term pregnancies. language is SO vague it can· be read as Out~ 

The procedure is one that would make Iawing all late-term abortions. It baits "par- . 
anyone cringe. The fetus dies from an over-" tial-birth abortions," Ii term not found in 
dose ··of anesthesia given to its .. mother. medical dictionaries. Doctors, facing'jail 
Son'}etimes, its skull is then drained so the terms, may refuse to perform any late-term 

. fetus can be aborted mtact without risk to pregnancY ~tions: .• '. -
the mother (not to cause death as critics of, And that is the real story of this 1e8isIa- ' 
the procedure often claim). '. tion.' Its backers say it is a wedge to ch8I .. 

Ifs a process undertaken m desperirte lenge abortion rights broadly. " " 
circumstances.. Just ask Vlki W1lsOn, a 39- The idea of aborting Ii healthy,late-term 
year-old registered nurse, doctor's wife, and- ,'fetus for mere con:veDience is reprehenSIble 
motheroftwo.m Fresno, Cali£ She was ea- to all sides. And tare is the doctOiwho 
gerIy awaiting the birth of her baby when ,would participate m 'such an abortion. 
the bad Dews arrived. Just four weeks be-' Ohly Ii handful will even perform late-term . 
fore her, delivery date, she learned ,What abortions for the more'oompCllingreasons. . 
previous tests had fuiled to detect tWo- The legislationjustisn'i needed. And the, 
thirds of her Unborn daUghter's brain was bi'OSder assault,will do nothing to alter the 
m a sac outside the skull. The fetus was sur- natioiW diVision on abortion. " ,." , 
fering seizureS and Vlki Wilson's life was m After 2O-pltis years of debate, there·s no 
danger. The baby was doomed to die out-, sign ofnatiOllal col'lsensus to batiabortion. 
side. the womb .no ~'W~ waS done. An~ absent such, socia) agreement,', the 

,After consulting WIth specialists, the WIl- chOIce must bea personal one. . , ' 
sons opted for"iJ!,tactdilation and ,evacua- Abortion's dilemmas are mdeed;painfuI. 
tion, .. the procedure banned by the House. But they are best resolved by appi:alS to 
The anesthesia was administered and' a 'hearts and minds, not' dictates of law like 
needIe used to draw fluid from the baby's this one.' " 

Tolerating this is denial 
OPPOSING VIEW 

.In·'taCt, It's " ... '1ify the abortion of a baby in the third tri­
denlil cubed. mester is denial cubed " 

Any,abol'll' on Is bad'en' 'ou'gh. In the" " ' ,Having worked m Washington, D.C, for 
"8 number of years m issue advocacy I have 

third trimester, It's outrageous. . considered the arrogant defense of partial-

. ByAnd!ea Sheldon 
birth abortions as merely a cynical political 

, device, a desperate move on behalf of abor-
, . tion suPporters to keep the debate from: 

It has been most illuminating these past moving too quickly against them. " , . : ' 
few monthStO' hear liberals on the floor of ' . Elected to Congress last year for the very ! 
COngress and on the op.ed pages of major ' first time in significant nuinbers were (:On- " 
newspapers; feign disgust at our country'k servative ,women who opPose abortion. 
communal lack of responsibility only to ra- Gone forever are the days when radical 
tionalize the willful taking of innocent hu- feminists cOuid posiuAn tl1etnselves as the, 
man life that someone has deterinined to mamstreariuiefenders of women's rights, 
be defective. ,againsta bunch of closed-minded, middl~ 

Wednesday, the House overwhelmingly , aged white guys. These are desperate times ' 
paSsed it Dan on-partial-bi:rlll .abortiOnS:' . forabortion~.rigbts advocates and desperatt: 
During a partihl-birth abortion, the baby is times often beget desperate measures, espe-
delivereQ feei first with only the head reo' cially m politics. '. ' 
maining iilside the birth canal.,... just mch- Still, it doesn't i;natter whetheI' this is " 
es from being a living person. The doctor some kind of deSperate move to stem the 
then pierces the baby's skull, inserts a S\ic- political tide or whether abortion support­
tion catheter and forcibly extracts, the ers honestly believe partial-birth'abortions 
baby's bmin. The baby, having developed.a 'are defensible. What does matter is that as 
nervous system, dies an excruciatingly the abortion debate continues to evolve, ' 
painful and gruesome death. " those who support. abortion 'will continue 

To accept abortion as simply a medical to betray the denial in which they live .. 
procedure that rids a woman's body of a ' 
"lif~less fetus" in the early stages is denial . Andrea She/donis director of government 
enough. Attempting to rationalize and jus- ' , affairs/or the Traditional Vallies Coalition. 

, 

" 



\' 1J.e .. ~ -~AGE 
1ST STORY of Level 2 printed in FULL format. ~ 

copyright 1993 Information Access Co., a division of Ziff Communications Co.; 
Copyright American Medical Association 1993 

SECTION: Vol. 36 ; No. 25 

LENGTH: 1796 words 

HEADLINE· 
newspaper~~~~-n~~~~--

BYLINE: Gianelli, Diane M. 

BODY: 

American Medical News 

July 5, 1993 

Pg. 3; ISSN: 0001-1843 

target late-term abortion procedure; anti-abortion 

WASHINGTON -- In an attempt to derail an abortion-rights bill maneuvering 
toward a congressional showdown, opponents have launched a full-scale campaign 
against late7term abortions. 
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The centerpieces of the effort are newspaper advertisements and brochures 
that graphically illustrate a technique used in some second- and third-trimester 
abortions. A handful of newspapers have run the ads so far, and the National 
Right to Life Committee has distributed 4 million of the brochures, which were 
inserted into about a dozen other papers. 

By depicting a procedure expected to make most readers squeamish, campaign 
sponsors hope to convince voters and elected officials that a proposed federal 
abortion-rights will is so extreme that states would have no authority to limit 
abortions -- even on potentially viable fetuses. 

According to the Alan Guttmacher Institute, a research group affiliated with 
Planned Parenthood, about 10% of the estimated 1.6 million abortions done each 
year are in the second and third trimesters. 

Barbara Radford of the National Abortion Federation denouned the ad campaign 
as disingenuous, saying its "real agenda is to outlaw virtually all abortions, 
not just late-term one." But she acknowledged it is having an impact, reporting 
scores of calls from congressional staffers and others who have seen the ads and 
brochures and are asking pointed questions about the procedure depicted. 

The Minneapolis Star-Tribune ran the ad May 12, on its op-ed page. The anti­
abortion group Minnesota citizens Concerned for Life paid for it. 

In a series of drawings, the ad illustrates a procedure called "dilation and 
extraction, " or D&X, in which forceps are used to remove second-and 
third-trimester fetuses from the uterus intact, with only the head remaining 
inside the uterus. 

The surgeon is then shown jamming scissors into the skull. The ad says this 
is done to create an opening large enough to insert a catheter that suctions the 
brain, while at the same time making the skull small enough to pull through the 
cervix. 
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"Do these drawings shock you?" the ad reads. "We're sorry, but we think you 
should know the truth." 

The ad quotes Martin Haskell, MD, who described the procedure at a September 
1992 abortion-federation meeting, as saying her personally has performed 700 of 
them. It then states that the proposed "Freedom of Choice Act" now moving 
through Congress would "protect the practice of abortion at all stages and would 
lead to an increase in the use of this grisly procedure." 

Accuracy questioned 

Some abortion-rights advocates have questioned the ad's accuracy. 

A letter to the Star-Tribune said the procedure shown "is only performed 
after fetal death when an autopsy is necessary or to save the life of the 
mother." And the Morrisville, vt., Transcript, which said in an editorial that 
it allowed the brochure to be inserted in its paper only becuase it feared legal 
action if it refused, quoted the abortion federation as providing similar 
information. "The fetus is dead 24 hours before the pictured procedure in 
undertaken," the editorial stated. 

But Dr. Haskell and another doctor who routinely use the procedure for 
late-tern abortions told AMNews that the majority of fetuses aborted this way are 
alive until the end of the procedure. 

Dr. Haskell said the drawings were accurate "from a technical point of 
view." But he took issue with the implication that the fetuses were "aware and 
resisting." 

Radford also acknowledged that the information her group was quoted as 
providing was inaccurate. She has since set a letter to federation members, 
outlining guidelines for discussing the matter. Among the points: 

* Don't apologize; this isa legal procedure. 

* N9r abortion method is acceptable to abortion opponents. 

* The language and graphics in the ads are disturbing to some readers. "Much 
of the negative reaction, however, is the same reaction that might be invoked if 
one were to listen to a surgeon describing step-by-step almost any other 
surgical procedure involving blood, human tissue, etc." 

Late-abortion specialists 

Only.Dr. Haskell, James T. McMahon, MD, of Los Angeles, and a handful of 
other doctors perform the D&X procedure, which Dr. McMahon refers to as "intact 
D&E." The more common late-term abortion methods are the classic D&E and 
induction, which usually involves injecting digoxin or another substance into 
the fetal heart to kill ~t, then dilating the cervix and inducing labor. 

Dr. Haskell, who owns abortion clinics in Cincinnati and Dayton, said he 
started performing D&Es for the late abortions out of necessity. Local hospitals 
did not allow inductions past 18 weeks, and he had no place to keep patients 
overnight while doing the procedure. 
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But the classic D&E, in which the fetus is broken apart inside the womb, 
carries the risk of perforation, tearing and hemorrhaging, he said. So he turned 
to the D&X, which he says is far less risky to the mother. 

Dr. McMahon acknowledged that the procedure he, Dr. Haskell and a handful of 
other doctors use makes some people queasy. But he defends it. "Once you decide 
the uterus must be emptied, you then have to have 100,% allegiance to maternal 
risk. There's no justification to doing a more dangerous procedure because 
somehow this doesn't offend your sensibilities as much." . 

Brochure cites N.Y.case 

The four-page anti-abortion brochures also include a graphic depiction of 
the D&X procedure. But the cover features a photograph of 16-month-old Ana Rosa 
Rodriquez, whose right arm was severed during an abortion attempt when her 
mother was 7 months pregnant. 

The child was born two days later, at 32 to 34 weeks' gestation. Abu Hayat, 
MD, of New York, was convicted of assault and performing an illegal abortion. He 
was sentenced to up to 29 years in prison for this and another related offense. 

New York law bans abortions after 24 weeks, except to save the mother's 
life. The brochure states that Dr. Hayat never would have been prosecuted if the 
federal "Freedom of Choice Act" were in effect, because the act would invalidate 
the New York statute. 

The proposed law would allow abortion for any reason until viability. But it 
would leave it up to individual practitioners -- not the state -- to define,that 
point. Postviability abortions, however, could not be restricted if done to save 
a woman's life or health, including emotional health. 

The abortions federation's Radford called teh Hayat case "an aberration" and 
stressed that the vast majority of abortions occur within the first trimester. , 
She also said that later abortions usually are done for reasons of fetal 
abnormality or maternal health. 

But Douglas Johnson of the National Right to Life Committee called that 
suggestion "blatantly false." 

"The abortion practitioners themselves will admit the majority of their 
late-term abortions are elective," he said. "People like Dr. Haskell are just 
trying to teach others how to do it more efficiently." 

Numbers game 

Accurate figures on second- and third-trimester abortions are elusive 
because a number of states don't require doctors to report abortion statistics. 
For example, one-third of all abortions are said to occur in California, but the 
state has no reporting requirements. The Guttmacher Institute estimates there 
were nearly 168,000 second- and third-trimester abortions in 1988, the last year 
for which figures are available. 

About 60,000 of those occurred in the 16- to 20-week period, with 10,660 at 
week 21 and beyond, the institute says. Estimates were based on actual 
gestational age, as opposed to last menstrual period. 
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There is particular debate over the number of third-trimester abortions. 
Former Surgeon General C. Everett Koop, MD, estimated in 1984 that 4,000 are 
performed annually. The abortion federation puts the number at 300 to 500. Dr. 
Haskell says that "probably KOOp's numbers are more correct." 

Dr. Haskell said he performs abortions "up until about 25 weeks' " 
gestation, most of them elective. Dr. McMahon does abortions through all 40 
weeks of pregnancy, but said he won't do an elective procedure after 26 weeks. 
About 80% of th,?se he does after 21 weeks are nonelective, he said. 

Mixed feelings 
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Dr. McMahon admits having mixed feelings about the procedure in which he has 
chosen to specialize. 

"I have two positions that may be internally inconsistent, and that's 
probably why I fight with this all the time," he said. 

"I do have moral compunctions. And if I see a case that's later, like after 
20 weeks where it frankly is a child to me, I really recognize over it because 
the potential is so imminently there. I think, 'Gee, it's too bad that this 
child couldn't be adopted.' 

"On the other hand, I hav~ another position, which I think is superior in 
the hierarchy of questions, and that is: 'Who owns the child?' It's got to be 
the mother." 

Dr. McMahon says he doesn't want to "hold patients hostage to my techical 
skill. I can say, 'No, I won't do that,' and then they're stuck with either some 
criminal solution or some other desperate maneuver." 

Dr. Haskell, however, says whatever qualms he has about third-trimester 
abortions are "only for technical reasons, not for emotional reasons of fetal 
development." 

"I think it's important to distinguish the two," he says, adding that his 
cutoff point is within the viability threshold noted in Roe v. Wade, the Supreme 
Court decision that legalized abortion. The decision said that point usually 
occurred at 28 weeks "but may occur earlier, even at 24 weeks." 

, 
Viability is generally accepted to be "somewhere between 25 and 26 weeks," 

said Dr. Haskell. "It just depends on who you talk to. 

"We don't have a viability law in Ohio. In New York they have' a 24-week 
limitation. That's how Dr. Hayat got in trouble. If somebody tells me I have to 
use 22 weeks,that's fine .... I'm not a trailblazer or activist trying to 
constantly press the limits." 

Campaign's impact debated 

Whether the ad and brochures will have the full impact abortion opponents 
intend is yet to ,be seen. 

Congress has yet to schedule a, final showdown on the bill. Although it has 
already passed through the necessary committees, supporters are reluctant to 
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move it for a full House and Senate vote until they are sure they can win. 

In fact, House Speaker Tom Foley (0, Wash.) has said he wants to bring the 
bill for a vote under a "closed rule" procedure, which would prohibit 
consideration of amendments. 

But opponents are lobbying heavily against Foley's plan. Among the 
amendments they wish to offer is one that would allow, but not require, states 
to restrict abortion -- except to save the mother's life -- after 24 weeks. 
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Pro-lifers say the White House - from President Clinton on down - treated 
them rudely when they tried to urge the president not to veto a bill that would 
ban "partial-birth" abortions. 

The Rev. James P. West of St. Boniface Catholic Church in Bigelow, Ark., 
said Mr. Clinton "almost immediately lost his composure and began raising his 
voice and shaking his finger at me" when he appealed to the president to sign 
the bill into law during a conversation at Little Rock Airport on Saturday. 

Mr. Clinton has 
expect to change the 
Clinton's reaction. 

said he will veto the bill. Father West said he did not 
president's mind - but he also did not expect Mr. 

"I was shocked. ... Almost immediately, he became very agitated over the 
whole thing, saying the bill's unconstitutional," Father West said in a 
telephone interview. 

White House spokeswoman Ginny Terzano, who was with Mr. Clinton at Little 
Rock Airport, called his discussion with the priest "thoughtful" and denied he 
shook his finger in Father West's face. 

Father West said Mr. Clinton argued that partial-birth abortions are "only 
done to save the life of a woman" and that the legislation to ban them, which 
passed the Senate last week, is "nothing more than a political ploy." 

He said Mr. Clinton accused the 
name of the sponsor, Sen. Robert C. 
mentioned during the exchange. 

bill's sponsor of "lying," although the 
Smith, New Hampshire Republican, was never 

Asked about those allegations, Ms. Terzano said, "I just don't recall 
that. " 

She said Mr. Clinton has had a "very clear and consistent" record 
supporting a woman's right to choose. "Any time you're talking about an issue 
such as abortion - an issue that's very personal - it can be emotional," Ms. 
Terzano said. 
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Other pro-lifers also complained about the treatment they received from 
White House staffers when they called to urge the president to sign the bill 
that was passed by the senate last week. 

Most said they were unsuccessful in talking directly to anyone, as they 
typically could not get past phone recordings. And more often than not, when 
they tried to leave a voice-mail message, they would be told the mailbox was 
full. 

Many gave up and called their senators or congressmen, urging them to give 
Mr. Clinton their messages. Some who actually spoke with people at the White 
House said they were treated discourteously or were disconnected. 

Dorothy Thompson of Cincinnati said she called the White House public 
liaison office about 9 a.m. Thursday and told the man who answered that she 
wanted to comment about the partial-birth abortion bill. She said the man 
switched her to a line that was busy. 
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"Then I called back and told the same man I wanted him to strongly urge the 
president to approve the bill and not allow the slaughter of innocents," Mrs. 
Thompson said. "I told him, 'This procedure is so heinous. 'and at that 
point, he disconnected me." 

Kathy Hanson of Glen Rock, Pa., said she called the office of senior White 
House adviser George Stephanopoulos and got a recorded message that said the 
office didn't want to receive any more calls on the issue of partial-birth 
abortions and directed callers to send letters or faxes instead. 

"I was so frustrated that I placed a call to the office of Senator Rick 
Santorum [Pennsylvania Republican] and let them know what happened when I called 
the White House," Mrs. Hanson said. 

Sheila Ervin, a receptionist at the Family Research Council, said that on 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, she was "flooded with hundreds of calls 
[expressing] emotions ranging from anger, shock and frustration" at what they 
perceived as the White House's unwillingness to deal with their concerns over 
the partial-birth abortion bill. 

"Unbelievably, the White House has cut itself off from the people it was 
elected to serve," said James Dobson, founder of Focus on the Family. "No 
matter what position the president holds on an issue, White House staffers are 
public servants, paid by our tax dollars, and they should not engage in these 
types of extremely unprofessional tactics." 
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House Republicans Push Through Medicare Bill 231-201 
Displaying the acrimony that has permeated the budget 

debate all year, the H(Ju~e TbursdllY evening passed a sweep­
ing Republican plan to overhaul the Medicare program and 
IJJF HEAL'tH I simultaneously trim $270 billion in spend-

Ing over the next seven years. The vote was 
231-201, with only ~Ix Republicans voting against the bill 
and four Democrat$ voting in favor. Republicans who voted 
against thc bill on tinal pa~sage included Reps. Christopher 
Smith. Frank LoBiond!), Jim Saxton and Dick Zimmer, 
all of New Jersey, as well as Peter Torklldsen of Massa­
chusetts and Jim Lightfoot of Iowa. All except Lightfoot ear­
lier had complained the cuts would inflict too much pain on 
their states' hospitals. Democrats who voted with the Re­
publicans on final passage were Reps. Mike Parker and G.v. 
(Sonny) Montgomery, both of Mississippi , and Pete Geren 
and Ralph Hall, both of Texas. 

Summing up the daylong floor dt;bate on the measure. 
Speaker Gingrh:h accused Democrats of maintaining a 
"spirit of disinfonnation" - citing in particular Democra­
tic claims that states no longer would be required to use Med­
icaid funds to pay Medicare Part B premiums for benefi­
Ciaries with incomes below poverty. Gingrich insisted states 
would be required to pay such premiums. However, the Med- . 
icaid bill approved by the Commerce Committee in Sep­
tember requires states to set aside funds at a rate consider­
ably Jess than would be needed to pay all the premiums for 
all the potentially eligible beneficiaries. "The protection is 
no longer there," insisted Commerce Telecommunications 
and Finance Subcommittee ranking member Edward 
Markey, D-Mass. 

SCHEDULE 
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Democr<\ts said after the vote they planned to go to the Rule.5 
Committee to seek an amendment to the budget reconciliation 

AMA Not Backing GOP Abortion Bill 
In an apparent setback for the recent gains made by abortion foes. the Ameri­

can MedicaL Association Thursda re ortedl re'ected a unanimous recommen­
datio om the AMA's iegislati.ve council. to endorse a controversial bill banning 

a late-tem~ a on proc<: ure. e ) met to con81der 
the legIslative council's endorsement recommendation of Leg­

islation. sponsored by House Judiciary Constitution Subcommittee Chair­
man Charles Canady. R-F1a., that would outlaw a procedure defined as "partial 
birth abortions." The legi",lalive council voted twice - once last month and again 
last week - to endorse dle abortion bill. But the AMA bOard, whIch met m Chicago, 
refused to take a sltion on the Ie islation, sources Said. 

AMA spokesman James tacey In an mtCrvlew urs ay would neither con· 
tirm nor deny reports of the board's decision and expressed outrage that sources 
spoke "out (Of school" about the board's business, which he ~aid is confidential. An­
other AMA spokesperson. who also would neither confirm nor deny the reports, 
said she expected an officiaL announcement would be made Monday. The AMA 
since 1970 officially ha~ been on record as declaring legal abortion to be "ethi­
r.:al;"" aldi(Ju h .t$ altern t to wilk a It biro on the matter over the a.~r decade has 
ra.s the ire of b,)th sides of the issne. 

Contacted for response to the apparent move Thursday, abortion rights advo­
c.:ates expressed relief the AMA did not endorse the legislation, while abortion foes 
said thcy were not distressed or surpri~ed by ~hc; move. "They are going to be 

. .... 
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Abortion Bill 
ClInI;'lIltd fraJn p(Jg~ I 

neutral on the bill," a House Republi­
can source said. "Neutral is (jnc. For 
purely political reasons, we didn't ell­
pect them to take a position." 

Still, the source said, dIe AMA leg­
islative council went on recon:l in suppo.11 
of t.he bill, "and thllt's very significant." 

The bill - approved by the House 
Judiciary Committee ~!.11~ and sched­
uleOfor noor dehatesometlme nex.t 
month - would bar "partial birth abor­
tions," which it defines as a procedure 
in which "the person performing the 
abortion partially vaginally delivers a 
living fetus before k.ULing the ferus and 
completing the delivery." 

SCHEDULE 
CunrlnlAcdfn~m PrJse: I 

Churches of Christ; Michael McConnell. 
law pmfe •• or, l.!nlverslty of Chicago; and 
Fore.t MQl'lt!,!omery. counoel, National A,. 
soc. of Evangelicals. 226 DSOB. 10 a.01. 
(Rescheduled from SepL 29.) 

HOUSE COMMlnEES 

AGRICULTURE 
MIA-PACIFIC TRADE 
O~n~ral farm C,'mmoditie. Subcommittee 
and International Relations Asia and the 
Pacific Subcommittee field hearing on the 
importance of the Asia-Pacific region on 
U.S. agricultural traae. Wlmem:s; Tim 
Galvin. a •• ociate adrninistratot, foreign 
agriculture service. Agriculture Deplll'!­
ment; Jim Weyer. executive director, Ne­
braska Soybean Board; Steve Erdman, di­
rector, J'armllUld Industries Inc.; Val mont 

International President Robert Meaney; 
Craig MacPhee, ect.1nomics professor, Col­
lege of Business AdminiWation, Univer· 
sity of N~bn\$I;./o-\"'in¢Qln. College PIlCk 
Auditorium. 3180 West Hiehway 34. 
Grand Island. Ncb. 9;30 a.m. 

OTHER HILL 
EVENTS TODAY 

BANKING 
Nati<lnal Italian American News Bureau 

,'11(; AMA legi~lative council "felt 
this wa.~ not a recognized medicaJ tech­
nique," council member Wj\liam Hazel, 
an orthopedic sur eon told on ss­
Dai y earlier [his mODlh abom [~e pro­
cedVfe the bill would Qnrhw. 

Hazel at that time said fb., AMA's 
legislative council members agreed that 
doctorS. nor legi$lar.or~. should ulr.i­
mately pllSS judgment on prop£r med­
ical c:..are. But he added that in this case. 
the intent was not to interfere in med­
ical practice, but to outlaw a single pro-~ 
cedure "that almost does not exist in the 
medical literature" 

Had the AMA board accepted the 
council's recommendation, it would 
have dealt a major blow to the abor­
tion rigbts movement, which views the 

briefing on Inc New Yorlc Sh.!C1c ExchMge. 
Parlicipmll: Senate Ma.jority Leader 
DOle, Senate Banking Chairman D' Am­
ato, Senate BUdget Chatnnan Domlnld, 
S~n. Patrick LeAhy; Rops. Nany Pelrn:i, 
D-Calif .. and John LaFalce; ~nd Federal 
Reserve Chaimlan Greenspan. Room SC-S, 
Capitol, 10:30 a.m. COllUJCt: 202-387-0600. 

HOUSING 
National Ass(!C. of Realtors briefing on a 
study on savings ror home(lwn"rs a,. a re· 
suit of the GOP budget piM. Pa,.,wipant: 
Sen. Don Nickles, R-Okla .. and House 
Republicon Conference Chairman John 
BoehnerofQhio. 10a.m. HC-5Capitol. 
ConlaC't John C,,-wartacki, 202-225-5107. 

POLITICS 
CenlJ!r for Voting and Democracy bricfmg 
on modified voting .ystem •. HC-4 Capitol. 2 
p.m. Co1/lact: David taylor. 202·225·1605. 

OFF THE HILL TODAY 

EDUCATION 
National Research Council colloquium on 
education and mathematics lIml scir,:n~e r",­
~"""'h. Partidpant: Rep. Gcoll;" Brown, 
D-Calif. Marriott Cry~tal City Hotel. 1999 
Jel'ferson Oavis Highway. Arlington. Con­
lDet: 202-334-2138. 

FINANCE 
National pre~s Club luncheon program on 
the lelevision "flOW "Wall Street Week." 

October 20, 1995 

legislation i1~ i1 direct challenge to the 
Supreme Court's Roe VS. Wad .. decision 
legalizing abortion. 

"We're pleased that the AMA rec­
ognized that Ihis is a piece of legisla­
tion that does not deserve its support 
because of the rami fications this bill 
would have on women's reproductive 
choi<'.es:· said Jo Blum,legislar.ive af­
fair$ director for the National Abor­
tion and Reproductive Rights Action 
League. 

Republican sources said they be­
lieved the AMA's boaed WaB presllured 
into its final decision by an AMA staff 
doctor in Chicago - not a member of 
either the councilor the board - who 
they charged trit:d to unduly influenc:e 
the Olltcome of the vote. 

Participant: Louis Rulceyser. hMt. "Wall 
Strtler Wtlek." National Press Club. 12;30 
p.m. Conltu:t: 202-662-7500. 

Society of Professional Journalists annual 
financial writers conference. Participant: 
2;.15 p.m., l.,Qui~ Rukeyset, host, "Wall 
Slrcx;! Week" u,levision progr/om. National 
Press Club. 9 a.m. Conlnel: 202-662-7500. 

fOREIGN AffAIRS 
Foreign Pres. Center briefing on the u.s.­
China summit meeting in New York. Partie­
iptuII: Kent Wiedman, deputy :U;Rl~tant sec­
retary, East A.sian ana Pacific affairs, Slate 
Department. FPC, Room 898, National PreIllJ 
Club. 3 p.m. CullUJCt; 202-724-1640. 

WOQ<;Irow Wilson Cem"r seminar on "Be· 
tween Fllrnilies and Tri1:le~: Sa4dam Hus­

sein's Tribal POlicies, 1991 to 1995." /'ar­
ticipant: Amatzia BIIClIm, University of 
Haifa. Woodrow Wilson Center, 1000 Jef­
ferson Drive, SW. 4 p.m. Conlo<:t: Cynthia 
Ely. 202-357·2115. 

Ouatemala Commitu:e program on the .itua­

tion in Guatemala. Parricipant: Journalist 
Ricardo Mitanda. \..una B(lQIc~, 16331-" St, 
NW. 8 p.m. C(J~t: 202-291-7.977. 

HI:ALTH CAllE 
Nationallnstitutc of Medicine workshop 
on the global mal:uia situation and ettl)rts 
to dcyolop c;ol.JntorH~ting vaccinc:i. C~il 

and Ida Green Building. 2001 Wisc(lnsin 
Ave .• NW. COIlItu:I: 202-334-2138. 
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Cuide<l by ultrasound, the abortionist 
grabs the baby'. leg with for<~p". 

The abortioni51 delivers the baby's entire 
body, exlPpl for the Mad. 

I!J. 

The scissors ilR!' rcmOvtd a"d a suction 
cathettr is 'nserttO. The ChUjj"s bratns are 
sucked out, causing the skull to collaps~. 
Th. dead ooby is then removed. 

202-456-2632 TO: 61647 PAGE: 01 
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Partial-Birth Abortion :.!:: 
Tbe 8011541 of Representatives will soon consider H.R. 1833. tbe 
Partial-Blnb Abortion Ban Act. The drawings at the left, 
wbieb bave been validated Illl teehnieally accurate by medical 
experts 00 both "id.,. or the abortion issue. d .. pi~t the partial­
birth abortion procedure. This procedure is usually used after 
20 weeks (4!h months) of pregnltncy. At 4!h months, the baby­
as shown in the drawings- is about" Incbes long. The 
protedure Is sometimes perrormed as Iale as 40 weekS 
(9 montbs). 

The procedure requires II pirysic;lln to extract a fetus. 
feetJinl,from the WIJm/I lind through the birtll canal 
"ntil all bid its head is exposed. Tllen the tips of 
surgical scissors ~re thrust Into the base of the fetus' 
skuJJ, alld a sUClioll catheter is u,!ierled through the 
opening alld the brllin i.r remIJved. (Los Angeles Times. 
Jane 16.1!J9S, report on House Judlclnry bearing) 

In 1991. Dr. Martin Haskell. who bas peJ10rmed over •• 000 
pIlrtinl-birtb abortions. wrote a detailed technical paper 
explaining bow to perform tblS procedllre. Because of tbe 
ensuing controversy, Haskell was tbe sa bjoc:t of" tape-reeorded 
interview with A_ic/lll Medical News. tbe ofticial AMA 
newspaper. in which he said regarding this specific procedure: 

j 

• . j " \ .. 
! ' .. il H In.'IIIY ptll'.lieulat; elISe, pr.,bablJi ZO%·are for genetic 

reasons. And the odler BO'ii. 'iG'iij'ur~1J> Nectilll!." 

(American Medical News transcript of tape recording) 

Regislered nune Brenda Pran Shafer was "prO-ChOice" wben 
she was all!liglled to work at Haskell's clioi.,. Aftllr wito._ing 
close-up tbe partial-birth aoortion prmledure. she never went 
back. Here's bow Nurse ShaCer deseribed the end of the life of 
one si$-month-old "Cetus": 

"The bab)l's bod)! wa.v mo"ing. His iittlejingers were 
clasping together. He was kicking his feet. All the 

. while hi' linle head was stUI stllCk Tnside. Dr. Ha.vkelt 
lOOk a pair ofsclsslJrIJ lint/Inserted them InlO the back of 
,II" ""by'., "ead. Then he opened the scissors lip. Then 
he stuck the high-powered slICtion tube into the lIole 
and sucked the baby's brains ouL IlllmlJst threw up tIS J 
watched him do these thilfgs. " 

On September 23.1995.lhe Council on Legislation of the 
American Medleal Association voted unanimously to endorse 
R.1l. 1833. (Congress Dlli/y, Oct. 10,1995) 

Stand up for those who cannot 
defend themselves. Support the 
Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act. 

N.tional Right to LitE Committee, .1'-71h St"~t, N.W., Suite SOOl 
Washta!:!oll. D.C. 10004. (101) 626-8820. 

Can for a eDlIII'lete packet or docllmentation. 

C.Q 

-, .. , .. 
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'.'B~, •• BOW i, ,zopO.tD, a .atio .. l a.,lt. ,laB that would ,a7 
~oz a11 ~zt'oa. -- a ol.az fli,-~lop. 

I •• pp.... AI. vov.rnor '~9911nv vi~h lia1t.4 r.IOgrc •• for 
h.alth" cara, I did not favor uein, our ltat. tun~. in Arkanaa., 
un4er the Medicaid progra., for abortions -- particularly ;lv.n th. 
controvarty ~h.t .urround. thl1 i •• u •• 

At the national l.vel, how.vlr, I }lali.v. that .. voman'l ri;ht to 
obOOI. muat ~ proteoted -- an4 one componant of that prot,ction 
.It " to allow tor at. llUt .pm. t.lSar'al funcUnq ot abortion •• 
'l'b. By4. AIIl.ncblant, th. cunent law that FDhibit. fed,raUy fund.d 
&b~iona 'Yap (9r rIp' ond ine •• t yieti»., '0" too far, and I 
oppo.. it. 

AI tor my national Malth Qar. plana it would b. a oompreh.n.1v. 
propo.al to .n.~. h.alth olr. ~or all American. -- and I would not 
.inVI. out abortion a. an .xo.ption. If v. .r. vo1n9 to IOV' to a 
.y.t •• wh.r. w. tlk. car. of the h.alth n •• d. of all Am.rica", -­
a, I ball.v. ve Ahou14 -. I 40 not think tbat thi' on •• ed1cal pro­
o.dur. ahou14 be .xcluded. 

4$, •• kl .il1 cltDtea ia ,~&bertloB, fa.oza &bertioa oa 4 .... 4 • 
.. 4 luppozt. &bo~loa for ... ..llotioa. 

1"I9U" I .. not pro-abortion -- I am pro-choic.. I do not fa­
vor abortion on de .. nd or abortion for •• x •• lletion, Which I find 
repupant. 

aut at the .... ~ima, I a180 find the i •• ue ot the qovernmeftt ery-
1nq ~o d.t.rmin. a voaan'. motiv.. for choo.in; an abortion a v'ry, 
very danqarou. on.. !he whole point of bannin; abortion. for .IX 
.el.ction i. to •• t up I ... qovernmant bureaucracy that'. ;o1ni to 
Inv •• tlqate voman's aotiv •• for th.ir decl.ion., aak them hum111at-
11\9 qu .. tion., aftd pry into the1r privat. liv ••• 

oeorq. Bu.h want. to tgro. woman to 'xplain to ao.. qovarnmant ot­
ficial Why th.y are .ak1Dg tn1. paraonal choic.. I tru.t voa.n to 
make tn. right Choic. with their faaili •• , mini.tar., pri •• t. and 
rabbi.. That'a the prinoipal d1tfer.nce b.twe.n th. two of u •• 

~ ~"9" .i11 eliatoa ,uppor~. t'i~4-tria •• ter abOrtioaa aa4 yaat .• 
~ ~ ~ paratt abortl0 •• rlqlt ~ to th. la.~ .taut. of pr.vaaacy. 

"'POP." Tbl. 1, • 11.. I .upport the de01.10n 1n 10. V, Wid. 
and ~e Pre.l2om of Cholc. Act, vhich ba.lcally allovl WOlD.n the 
r19bt to cboo.e up to the point of f.tal viab1l1ty -- ancS th.n al­
love .tate. to 11ait abort1on. atter that point. I .iqn~ • law 1n 
Ark.n ••• prab1b1tlnw tb1rO-tri ... tat abortion. (with certain exc.p­
tiona ~9r wo.an Who are vioti.. of rape an4 inc •• t and wh.r. the 
.other'. 1if. or h.alth 1. 1n danger). 

1 
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ABOll'1'XOII ( ~ (IV\. ~ ~fL) 
Q SHOULD ABOIl'l'IOH U AVAIUBLE IN '1'IlIS S'l'ATB; A. ONLY IN CASES 
~ THE KOftU.'S LI!'J: %S 'l'HREATEKID? 8. IN OSIS OF INCBST, 
RAPI,OR THI MOTHER'S LIrE IS IHDANGEIED? 

79. WOULD YOU APPROVE A BIL%. 'l'BA'l' OU'l'LPED Au. ABORTIONS? THA'l' 
OU'l'LAW!D QOR'l'XOlfS liXCEH :IX CAS2. WHER 'l'JDl KO'l'HER'S 1.11'1: :IS IN 
DANGER? '!'HA'l' OUTIAWED AB~TION EXCEP'l' IX CASES WHBN 1'HE MOTHER'S 
LIFI IS IN DANCER, OR. PUCHANCY USULTIO ntOI( INCEST OR RAPE? 

10. AISUKI 'l'HA'l' A 13-Y!'.AR-OLD GIRL IS PRlGlIAH'l', HD rA'!'HER IS 
HISSING AND BEll KemlER eAN''l' AFFORD 'lO niJ) ANOTHD CHILD. SBOUl.D 
'l'JIIS GIJlL liB ALLOWED 'rO GlI'l' AN ABORTlON? WHY? 1fHY HOT? SHOULD THE 
S'l'AT3 PAY FOR 1'1'1 WHY? WHY HOT? 

81.1. 3'-YEAR-Ot.l) ICO'l'HD 01' FIVE GETS PREcIlAN'l'. sn J.Il]) HER Rt1SBAlm 
HAt) HOPBD THIIR CH:ILD-BIIIIIXG YEARS WBJUI: IIDRLY IIUDD THEM. THEY 
CAN AlFORD '1'HE SIXTH c:HILD AND THEO'S NO IVlDIHCI rr WIL%. 
SDIOVSLY ENDANGER HD LUI. SHOtJLD SHZ II ALLOWED fO GET AN 
ABOR'l'10M? WHY? WRY 1'0'1'1 

12. A 13-YDll-OLD DAUG~D TILL. HER FATHD TODAY THAT SHZ' s 
Pl!CNAST. SHZ WANTS AN 1.1011.'1'101'. HI RllUSIS TO ALLOW IT. SHOULD SHE 
HAVE '1'H1 RIGHT TO DO SO »rYKOW? WRY? WHY NOT7 

,. 
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78-82. Under pre .. nt Arkansas law, a~rtion i. ill_ia1 when ~e 
unJoorn child. can l1v. outside it. mother' _ womb. I .upport .thet. 
Vb1l. I have al.o .upported ~eetrlct1on. on public tundin9 and a 
parental notltication ~equirem.nt to~ minora, I think the 
govRnment ehou14 impo.e no furth.r r •• Uiot1ons. until the :atu;-\ 

.. can live out.ide the mother'. WOmb, 1 balleve the d..el_1on on ._,l 
abortion should be the vaaa~'.not the government's. 

PAGE ~l 



Giving 
Up 

MyBaby 
By Coreen Costello 

AGOURA. Calif. 

T
hose who want Con­

; . gress to ban a contro­
versial· late-term 
abortion' technique 
might think I would be 

, an ally. I was raised in 
a conservative, religious family. My 
parents are Rush Limbaugh fans. 
I'm a Republican who always be­
lieved that abortion was wrong. 

Then I had one. 
H wasn't supposed to be that way. 

My little girl, Katherine Grace, was 
supposed to have been born in the 
summer. The births of my two other 
children had been easy, and my hus­
band and I planned a home delivery. 

But disaster struck in my seventh 
month. Ultrasoun,d testing showed 
that something was terribly wrong 
with my baby. Because of a lethal 
neuromuscular disease, her body 
had stiffened up inside my uterus. 
She hadn't been able to move any 
part of her tiny self for at least two 
months. Her lungs had been unable 
to stretch to prepare them for air. 

Our doctors told us that Katherine 
Grace could not survive, and that her 
condition made giving birth danger­
ous for me - possibly even life­
threatening. Because she could not 

Coreen Costello testified at the Sen­
ate Judiciary Committee's hearing 
on late-term abortions on Nov. 17. 

absorb amnioiic fluid, it had gath­
ered in my uterus to such dangerous 
levels that I weighed as much as 'if I 
were at full term. 

I carried my daughter for two 
more agonizing weeks. If I couldn't 
save her life, how could I spare her 
pain? How could I make her passing 
peaceful and dignified? At first I 
wanted the doctors to induce labor, 
but they told me that Katherine was 
wedged so tightly in my pelvis that 
there was a good chance my uterus 
would rupture. We talked about a 
Caesarean section. But they said that 
this, too, would have been too danger­
ous for me. 

Finally we confronted the painful 
reality: our only real option was to 
terminate the pregnancy. Geneti­
cists at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
in Los Angeles referred us to a doc-

"HOTOCOPV 
,qr::SERVATJON 

THE NEW YORK TIMES ~fP'~~[)) WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBl:. 

When a late-term 
abortion is the 

only option. 

tor who specialized in cases like 
ours. He knew how much pain we 
were going through, and said he 
would help us end Katherine's pain in 
the way that would be safest for me 
and allow me to have more children. 

That's just what happened. For 
two days, my cervix was dilated until 
the doctor could bring Katherine out 
without injuring me. Her heart was 
barely beating. As I was placed un-

.::::11 

der anesthesia, it stopped. She sim­
ply went to sleep and did not wake' 
up. The doctor then used a needle to, 
remove fluid from the baby's head SOl 

she could fit through the cervix. 
When it was over, they broughtr 

Katherine in to us. She was wrapped I 
in a blanket. My husband and I held I 
her and sobbed. She was absolutely' 
beautiful. Giving her back was the' 
hardest thing I've ever done. 

After Katherine, I didn't think I I 
would have more children. I couldn't I 
imagine living with the worry for 
nine months, imagining all the things 
that could go wrong. But my doctor 
changed that. "You're a great moth­
er," he told me. "If you want more' 
kids, you should have them." I'm r 
pregnantag ... in, due in June. 

I still have mixed feelings abollt 
abortion. But I have no mixed feel­
ir gs about the bill, already passed by 

Ie House and being considered in 
.he Senate, that would ban the surgi­
cal procedure I had, called intact 
dilation and evacuation. As : 
wat,ched the Senate debate on C-Span 
this month, I was sick at heart. Sena­
tor 'after senator talked about the 
procedure I underwent as if they had 
seen one, and senator after ·senator 
got it wrong. Katherine was not cava­
lierly pulled halfway out and stabbecl 
with scissors, as some senators ue­
scribed the process. 

I had one of the safest, gentlest, 
most compassionate ways of erding 
a pregnancy that had no hor~. I will 
probably never h!,'JP .'J' 60 through 
such an ordeal a,dIn. But other wom­
en, other fam ;'''S, will receive devas­
tating new' dnd have to make deci­
sions lik' mme. Congress has no 
place il,Jur tragedies. 0 
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Catholics, demonstrate.· 
feelings on abortion bill 
Vigil backs ban on partial-birth procedure 
By Julia Duin 
THE WA.SHlNGTON TIMES 

More· than 500 rain-drenched Roman 
Catholics, including four bishops.and car· 
dinals, held a candlelight vigil last nightin 
front of the White HotisetO pro~t Pres­
ident Clinton's threatened veto of ant!· 

· abortionJegislil.tion. 
"We're making one last plea to the pres· 

ident," Washington Cardinal James Hickey 
said between recitations of the ros,ary in 
the cold, driving rain. "All abortion is 
wrong and repugnant, but.this is so clearly 
wrong and repugnant!' 

He was referring to abortions that would 
be outlawed by the Partial Birth Abortion 
Ban Act, which Congress passed last week .. 
Mr. Clinton has said he will veto the mea­
sure, which has not formally arrived at the 
White House. 

Partial-birth abortions involve it doctor 
delivering a fetus feet-first until just the 
head remains in the birth canal The doctor 
then sucks out the brain with a catheter, 
causing the skull to collapse, and removes 
the body. 

Others at the vigil included Boston Car­
dinal Bernard Law, Washington Auxiliilry 
Bishop William Lori and Military Services 
Auxiliilry Bishop John Glynn, as well as 
numerous priests and nuns. . 

"It's important to be here and be 
counted;' said Alexandria resident Nancy 
'lbni, who brought her two daughters. 

"We feel very strongly about this;' Silver 
Spring resident Mike Green said. "If my 
mom had had an abortion, I wouldn't be 

· here; I was the eighth kid out of 12." 
Earlier yesterday, the ·nation's· most 

senior Catholic Clirdinal warned the pres­
ident the veto could cost him re-election. 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin of Chicago, 
who oversees 2.3 million Catholics, about 
40 percent of the 5.6 million inhabitants of 
Cook and Lake counties, faxed a letter to 

the White House in the morning. 
Iii the letter, the cardinal made it clear 

that Catholics in the Midwest, a decisive 
battleground for the election, will not take 
kindly to a veto. 

"I find it incomprehensible that you 
Would choose to ignqresuchan· unusual 
consensus on abortion-related legislation;' 
the cardinal wrote. "I do not find the rea­
sons you have given for your veto to be . 
convinciiJg. There is no justification'­
medically, legally or morally - for allow­
ing such an abhorrent procedure .... 

"I fear that you will send a very disturb­
ing message to the people of this nation, 
one to which persons of goodwill must give 
serious consideration as they cast their bal-
lots in November." . 

Presidential adviser George Stephan­
opoulos' office was flooded with caUs 
criticizing the administration's stance yes­
terday. Calls were running at the rate of 30 
a minute, forcing Mr. Stephanopoulos to 

. temporarily adopt a new phone number, an . 
aide said. 

White House officials acknowledge the 
political 'perils of vetoing legislation that 
Would ban the gruesome abortion tech­
nique in almost all cases, but they are­
counting on Catholics not to be single-issue 
voters. A quarter of the American elector­
,ate is Catholic. 

. "There are many issues on which we do 
agree with the Catholic Church;' White 
House spokeswoman Mary Ellen Glynn 
said, including immigration, education, 
"the whole range of social-justice issues." 

But to veto the legislation during Holy 
Week and Passover "is· a true slap in the 
face to all those who believe in the sanctity 
of life;' Cardinal Hickey said. The pres­
ident is allowing "the strongly entrenched 
and well-financed campaign of Planned 
Parenthood" and other groups to negate the 
will of Congress, the cardinal said. 
• WClTTenStrobel contributed fa this report. 

, 

Gingrich contends ethics panel 
mistook volunteer's role on Hill 

ROSWElL, Ga. (AP) - House Speaker 
Newt Gingrich said yesterday the House 
ethics committee wrongly criticized him 
for allowing a Wisconsin businessman, an 
unpaid adviser, to use the speaker's con-
gressional office. '. 

The volunteer, Donald .Jones, spent al­
most all his t:iIDe workiilg on a reading pro­
gram for children, not on telecommunica­
tions legislation as Mr. Jones told friends, . 
the Georgia Republican said. 

"He exaggerated bis own advice;' Mr. 
• Gingrich sa,id. They' did have conve~sa­

tions, . the speaker said, but "mostly we 
talked about ethics." 

The panel, formally known as the Com­
niittee on Standards of Official Conduct, 
last week cited Mr. Gingrich for letting Mr. 
Jones work without pay in his office last 
year while trying to influence the telecom­
munications bill then under consideration. 
The panel said Mr. Gingricli failed to com­
ply with rules governing volunteers-but no 
further action would be taken. 

Mr. Gingrich said that· while Mr. Jones 
wrote to friends' that he got regular 
brief'mgs on telecommunications legisla7 

tion, he actually was workingon the speak­
er's Earning 'by Learning program, in 
which Children are paid to read books. 

The speaker called Mr. Jones a man of 
.·integrity, "who was willing to take his own'· 
time to work with poor children;' and ac­
cused Democrats of targeting him for po-

. litical reasons. 
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D~ Amato poses 
transfer of probe 
to bankingpaneJ 
Raps Democrats on Whitewater 

] 
S 
.~ 

!,~ != 
~ vated and that Mr. ,D'Amato, a = 

chairman of Senate MajOrity 
Leader Bob, Dole's·, presidential /lit " 

By Jerry Seper 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

Stalled negotiations' over how campaign, wants only to embar- ~ 
long hearings will continue may rass Presidenl Clinton and f"trst ,.... , 
force the chairman of the special lady Hillary. Rodham Clinton. ~ 
Senate Whitewater committee to Mr. Daschle proposed allocat- , ~ 
tum over the investigation to the ing $185,000 to continue the hear- ~ 
Senate banking committee, which ings for five weeks. A resolution on - \J 
he also heads. the floor calls for $600,000 to ex- ~ 
, "This is obvious political ma- tend the hearings indefinitely,' a1- • ~ , 
neuvering and stonewalling by the though'Mr. D' Amato has since said 
Democrats:' said Sen. AIfonse M. he would limit the hearings; ~ 
D'Amato, New York Republican In a statement, Mr. D'Amato 0 
and Whitewater committee chair- said committee Republicans had ~ 
man. "Unless we can resolve this made "every good faith effort to ""1"""'1 
matter quickly after the Senate re- resolve the impasse'~ and that an 
turns, we will be prepared to move agreement would have allowed the ~ 
forward under the jurisdiction of committee to use the two-week 
the Senate banking committee. We Easter recess to prepare for public ....L.....IIo. 
may have no other a1ternati_" hearings beginning April 16. He ____ 

The Senate is in Easter recess desCribed the impasse as "unfor- 00. and will return April 15. ' tunate:' 
Mr. D'Amato and Senate Minor- "I am saddened aild disap-

ity Leader '!blr. Daschle of South pointed that the Democrats have 8 
Dakota have been negotiating deprived the special committee of. _ 
without success a resumption of these two weeks to properly pre- _ 
the Whitewater hearings since pare for the resumption of public \ """"­
Feb, 29, when a 1995 bipartisan hearings:' he said. "I believe we ~ 
Senate resolution creating the will now need additional time, at a 
Whitewater committee expired. .. minimum two weeks:' = 

Republicans, who initially Mr.D'Amatosaidiftheimpasse 
wanted the hearings extended in- cannot be resolved quickly, he was • . " S Qj = 1l ~-S s: :; 1; ~ 1! ;;;:g ~] ~ ~iQ .:; ci 
d f · '1 I ha fti>.--~ to d th ed to th tte to ::s 0.5 CLl C 01: oJ:::! Q) - CD c: ... C as j;j en ~ ~ f! . 
euuey, veo ,'n,,, en e prepar turn ema r,over '= 8.l::,Cgoo E"tl~~.r5i -,E-ll,c 8 8 ... o S!!!' 

inquiry by June 7, with a written the Senate banking committee. - a E os .. 2 E .. .,' ........ "" u u _ -
report completed by June 10. They "This will'be a great strain on 0 l;> ~.!! - .. :§ .. ~ ... ;lii ""~ ~;J i ~ ~!l ~ il.~ 
failed in five votes on the Senale the banking committee members c,c c c OJ ~ ... ii "" "" -S, ..,,, ;;!j ., :a i c ,c 
floor to end a Democratic filibus- and.staff:,"Mr: D'Amato,said. "Sen- ~ (J)~ 8.>'~8·$ c 8 :l";j;;.. ...... ,s.:§ 'ii..5'i.~-
ter on a resolution to' extend the ate rules, make l't extreme-ly dif- . ","I; = c § 8. ~.sP - ,c. ~ iU' 5i ! c ., :>. 
h · R bli h !!2.w ]:>u' .. = .. = ... 1;;5i .. ;:;"~''''''' .s..5 .... ,C , eanngs. epu cans, w 0 con- flO cult to conduct the committee's., " u><o .... - .. El AI "" .. -c ", • - ;; .. 
trol the Senate 53-47, were unable regular business, and the White- -g~ ~ ... S .... e· 1;; ]';: ~Ol e ;150 !!l ... f.8~ ~8 .. =::18-
1 t th 60 t eededto Iz - 00\ .... c·- .... c - .... , ... = -",," o mus er e vo es n water investigation. _ 1:1 «f .• S .. 101 - tit ~ gg Co e .!3 6:: B co eo t: me. ... ~ ~..= gr 
cutoff floor debate. ~i ",c_ c~'-" 0 :as c c"'c .. l!' u -

Mr. D'Amato has said an exten- "It will mean early momingand ~~ go 2 ~ ~.s~,c] 8i~~ ... i!~ ~.; o~..5;;:-.5~.5~ 
sion was necessary because of the late 'evening committee'sessions, : 0\ U"' .. "" .. ,C :1l''' _ E -!! "$" 'IJ .. ~ g!! .. "',c.... u 
White House's ·stonewalling" on but I am determined to gather the -.c...I!"!t.... ~J t:.!!l:a ~ ~·C t:-;, .. ~.!! -:g 'E §;:;; ts "., ",,53];a" ~ ~ 
the release of subpoenaed records facts about Whitewater and to con- ~ (Xl £ :ll ~ E E.g 'iil-S '" e S 8 < 'e ~ Ii "l .!! ~ Ii '" : 
and the unavailability of severaI tinueto do so in a fair and thorougb t-----'--------.,..-.. -----.-"---.-"-"-------------"---"--_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_"_-_'_'_"_'_-----------
key witnesses. He said administra- manner:' he said. 
tion officials and congressional Mr. D' Amato has said that mov-' 
Democrats had orchestrated a ing the Whitewater inquiry to the 
partisan eftiort to "stop the com-, banking committee would elimi­
mittee'from doing its work:' nate any restrictions on the COI!-

Democrats have charged that tent of the probe, which has been 
the hearings are politically moti- limited to certain topics. 
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Congress Plays Doctor 
,American College of Obstetricians, 'AlthOugh JlI'OPCli1ents of the legisla-

By Allan Rosenfield " and Gynecologists, which fought this tIOn described the procedure In luridly 
--.,------------ bW, points out, partial birth abortion graphic tenils, the bW Is' vague In 

hen the House 
took the un­
precedented 
step last' 
week of 'pass­
Ing a bill that 

would outlaw a specific and 'safe sur-
, glcal procedure, the so-called partial 

birth abortion, it set a dangerou's 
precedent by Inappropriately intrud­
Ing Into the clinical practice of medi- . 
cine. ' 

Medical decisions should be based 
on scientific evidence gleaned from 
laboratory and' clinical evaluation. 
Procedures should be judged on safe­
ty, effectiveness, avallabWty and af­
fordabWty. Such decisions should not 
fall within the 'purview of Ideology and 
politiCS. 

In considering abortion, doctors ex­
amine the best data available, consJd-

, er the patient's specific medical cir­
cumstances and, In consultation with 
the fully informed patient, decide on 
the best procedure. In' declaring We­
gal the slKalled partIal birth abortion 

,procedure, the House /and Senate' 
trampled on these criteria 

Indeed, the blll demonstrates why 
Congress should never supersede pJ'Oo 
fessional medical judgment As the 

Allan Rosenfield is dean of the Co­
lumbia School Of Public Health and a 
professor Of public health and obstet­
rics and gynecology there. He is for­
mer chairman of the Planned Par­
,enthood Federation Of America., 

'IS not found In any medical dlctlon- defining a partial birth abortJon.The 
ary; foes of abortiOIl colnedJbe te~ . language Is'so imprecise that many D 

The procedure, knovm medically as and E's, asdoaors call them,~uld 
dllatlitlon and extraction, Is a variant arguably meet' the definitiOn. 1bls 
of dllatatlon and evacuation, the inost could force the small pool of ysl~ 
common abortion method In the Sec- clans who perform second-trimester 

' ond trimester. DUlitation and extrac- abortions to use techniqUes that are 
tlon,rarely ~rformed, Is generally less safe' for fear of prosecution .• 
limited to pregnancies that are In the It Is unconscionable for Congress to 
20th to 24th weeks; very few are force a physician to potentially jeopar­
performed afterward. DUataUon and dIze a patient's health and Ignore his 

Women who need 
, late-term abortions 

could suffer. 

,or her best medic8J judgment A wom- ' 
'lin In ,tragic circumstances should 

, have the right to make her own deci­
sion, In consultation with her physl-

, clan "- not her legISlator: 
WhatJeglslatures and courts can,' 

decide is whether a class of practices 
should be lawful. ,Thus, In Roe v. 
Wade and later decisions theSu­
preme Court established the legality 

evacuation Is the preferred method of abortion. To protect Americans .. 
because medical data indicate that It ' from unethical research, Congress 
has the Io\xeSt complication ~ of . has required the establishment of 
any method usable In the second trI- review boards and Informed consent. 
mester. ln any case, fewer than 1.5 And whUe Congress requires consent 
percent of all abortions take place before sterilization for Medicaid ps­
after 20 weeks; most are done within tlents, It does not ban, or mandate ,a 
12 weeks. Specific procedure. 

'The anguished decision to use dUa-' Nf) Issue Is more controversial 
tatlon and extraction Is usually than 'abortion. But since abortion Is 
reached when 11 woman's life or health ' legal, perhaps we can at least agree 
would be jeopardized If the pregnancy, that members of CongreSs are slm­
'is continued or If there Is a fetal abnor- ply not equipped to make pronounce­
mality lilcompatlble with, life, These' ments about surgical procedures. 
abnormalltles can be hOrrific - for Wisely, President Clinton has prom- , 
example, a fetus with no brain or with !sed to veto file bUL 0 
the brain outside the skull. 
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In America Abroad·at Home 
BOB HERBERT ANTHONY LEWIS 

. Horror Threshold . Smears 
And 
F~cts 

City offldals continue to argue 
that It somehow makes sense ~ Is 
. somehow In the best Interests of the 
clllldren - to develop a plan to re­
turn three boys to their parents, even 
though they were savagely libusecl,' 
and their ·brother was killed, at the 
hands of those parents. 

. Adam Mann, 5 years old, was beat-
· en to death In 1990. His father, Rufus 

ChIsolm, and b1s mother, Michelle 
Mann, both went to prtson. The tor­
ment they InfiIcted on their children 
was detailed In Ii celebrated "Front­
line" documentary called "Who 
KlUed Adam Mann?" 

Adam's brothers were regularly 
whipped, burned and beaten. The Ut­
any of their injuries Included a bra- ' 
ken leg, broken wrist, broken finger, 
fractured skuU, perforated 'lntestlne; 
liver damage, severe lacerations and 
bruises. 

Adam had his teeth knocked out, 
suffered numerous broken bones, 
and endured rectal abuse. At one 
point, In the attack that eventually 
killed him, he was hung from a coat 
hook and beaten. 

After Adam was killed, b1s three 
brothers and an Infant sister were 
removed from the parents' custOdy. 
That would seem to have been an 
easy calL Take the children: away 
and never send them back. Period. 

• So the plan, for a while, was to try 
to have the youngsters adopted. 

Enter Terry Weiss, an assistant 
deputy commissioner In the diy's 
child welfare agency. In June 1994, 
Ms. Weiss changed the plan. She de­
dded that the 10Df"term goal should 
be to return the boys to their parents. 
(Adoption proceedings are under 
way for the girl, who Is now 6.) 

The question arises: How many of 
their children's bones do parents 
have to break, and how many chil­
dren do they have to kill, before a 
decision Is made by the authorities 
that they are no longer eligible for 
custody? 

Obviously, In the view of certain 
· key child welfare offldals, Rufus 
ChIsolm (who Is still In prison) and 
MlcheUe Mann (who was released In 
1994) have not achieved the neces­
sary threshold of horror .that would 
bar them from further considera­
tions of custody. Perbaps If they kill 
one more child. . 

In a deposltlcin taken last January, 
Ms. Weiss acknowledged that the 
boys were experiencing severe prob­
lems. She was asked, "In your view, 
did their serious emotional and psy-

. chological problems weigh In favor 
of changing the plan to return to 

• 
parent. or weigh In favor of DIllIn­
taInIng the goal of adoptloli?" 

She repUed, "In forming my opin­
Ion, It weighed In favor of changing 
the goal to return to parent" 

Marda Roblns!lll Lowry Is the d).: 
rector of the advocacy group Qill­
dren's RIghts Inc. She has fOed a 
multlmllllon-doUar lawsuit that ac­
cuses the dty of repeatediy falling to 
properly investigate credible charges 
of child abuse, and of falling to prop. 
erly manage the cases of children 
placed In Its care. 

BOSTON I 
On WhItewater, It Is time to follow ! 

The Mann case Is exhibit No.1. ... 
Ms. Lowry beIleves that tbe level of 

Incompetence Is so great, and Is caus­
Ing so' much harm, that the entire •. 
child welfare operation should be tak-
en over by a court-appobited recelv~. ' 
To that end,' ChIldren's Rights has 
fOed a separate. proceeding In Fed- -
eral court 

AI Smith's advice: "Let's look at the ; 
record." For there Is. a record, the 
reports of a detlitied and dlspassion­
ate investigation. And practically no . 
one has read those reports. 

The investigation was ~ered bY 
the Resolution Trust Corporation. the 
Government body for falled savings 
and loans. and done by the respected 
San FrancisCO law firm of Pillsbury 
Madison & Sutro. Several volumes 
were published In 1995, me last on 
Dec- 28. After billing records turned 
up In the White House, the investiga­
tion resumed; a further 164-page re­
port ,was submitted on Feb. 25: . 

uThe city," said Ms. LoWry, ucaft.. 
not be trusted to protect children anY­
more." .. , 

Ms. Lowry said one of her goals In 
seeI\Ing damages on behalf of die 
Mann youngsters and. others Is iii 
demonstrate to dty offldals "that 
there are consequenceS for Iporing 
these children and falling to act re-

," 

Why isn~t the citY' 
on the side of kids? 

. .. 
sponslbiy, and that the consequence to. 
the dty Is harsh." , '1: 

The Mann case was exceptional 
she said, only because the abuse was' 
so extreme. She said, "Except for the 
horrfble Circumstance under whlclt· 
these kids came in, this kind of lack of 
planning. and totally unreIilIstIc goal, 
Is very typical of how they treat all: 
kids." . 

On Friday afternoon, Nlchol8$ i 
Scoppetta. tbe head of the diy's ~. 
ministration for CbIIdren's Servl~. 
said be had asked for "all t1i!4 
records" and would personally '~ 
view the Adam Mann case and ~; 
aftermatb. '" 

Mr. Scoppetta. appointed e8rUf!i.' . 
this year by Mayor Rudolph Glulladt,:' 
Is supposed to bring a semblance of 
sanity to the hmacy that passes for 
child protection In New York. Theo­
bulging. stomacb-tuming flies ~. 
Adam Mann and his brothers should' 
give him a pretty good Idea of how 
much work he has to do. 0 

", .' 

The i'eports examine charges 
against President and Mrs. Clinton In 
exhaustive . detaU . - and find one 
charge· after another to be without 
substance. 
. • On the suggestion that the CIIn- : 

tons bore some legal responslblUty I 
for wrongdoing by the WhItewater 
developer, James McDougal: 

"There Is no basis to charge the 
Cllntons with any kind of primary' 
lIablUty for fraud or intentional mls­
conduct ThIs lnv!!Stl8at1on has re­
vealed no evidence to. support any 
such claims. Nor would the record 
support any dalm' of secondary or 
derivative UablUty for the possible 
misdeeds of others. ••. 

Pillsbury'report, a 
voice of reason 

on Whitewater. 

"There are legal theories by which 
one can become liable for the conduct 
of others - e.g., conspiracy and aid­
Ing and abetting. On this evidentiary , 
record, bowever, these theories have. 
no application to the Cllntons." 

• On CrIticism of tbe fact that Mad­
Ison Guaranty, the savings and loan 
owned by Mr. McDougal, retained the 
Rose Law Firm of Utile Rock, ArIL, 
In which Mrs. Clinton was a partner: 

." A trier of fact Is highJy unlikely to 
find that there was anything unto­
ward,let alone fraudulent or inten­
tionally wrongful, In the drcum­
stances of the Rose Law Firm's re-

, tendon!' . 
• On the charge that a $2.000 

monthly retainer Madison paid to the 
Rose firm really went to the Cllntons: 

"The suggestion that tbe retainer 
was some· sort of gratuity, or 'was 
handled Improperly, lacks founda-

. tIon." In fact, the investigatiOn found, 
the Rose firm deposited It In a trust 
account and returned the balance to 
Mr. McDougal after blUed fees were 
deducted from It 

"There Is no evidence that the clIJi. 
tons ever received anything like 

. $2,000 a month from this engagement, 
and every reason to believe that they 
never received more than a trivial 
sum .... Mrs. ClInton's share [after 
division by the firm) would have been 
less than $20 a month." 

• On the claim that the Rose Law 
Firm conspired with Mr. McDougal in 
wrongdoing over Castle Grande, a 
development for mobile homes: 

"The conspiracy theory Is hopeless­
ly flawed. The Independent Counsel 
has alleged a different oonsplracy [In­
volving Jim Guy Tucker, now being 
tried). It atralns common sense to 
place a second set of conspirators on 

. the same property - a set .•• that was 
DOt cut In III the deals, a set whose 
senior members stood to galli some­
tbIng III the order of $20 a month." 

• On the charge that the Rose firm 
and Mrs. ClInton wrongly discarded 
fOes em Castle Grande: 

"New evidence shows thilt the Cas­
tle Grande fOes were discarded In 
1988, long before WhItewater In any 
form became an issue .•.• There Is no 
evidence that Mrs. Clinton knew any­
one might need the flies." 

Those and many otber findings are 
each backed by a painstaking state­
ment and analysis of the evidence. 
Reading tbe reports, one Is struck by 
the trlvlallty of the long-ago events at 
Issue - and by the detachment and 
clarity wltb which they are examined. 

It Is a different world from the 
conspiracy theories and smears of 
Senator Alfonse D' Amato and his 
WhItewater committee hearings. 
WhIch Is no doubt why Republicans 
have done their best to see that the 
PUlsbury reports get no attention. 
Though they were. transmitted to the 
committee, they bave not been pub­
lIshedill the usua1 pamphlet form. 
The 1ast, of Feb. 25, bas not been 
released by the D'Amato committee 
at all but was. made i1vaUable by a 
House'Democrat,'Henry Gonzalez.. 

The press, too, has a responsibility 
for the fact thai hardly anyone 
knows about the Jlndlngs of the Pills­
bury investigation. Newspapers have 
paid scaDt attention. to the reports. It 
Is as If they had an Investment In the 
existence of a scandal.. ,_ 

It Is time for: the press to apply to 
the WhItewater charges the Journal­
istic principles of skepticism and 
fairness. A good way to begin Is to 
look at the findings of the Pillsbury 
In~'!Stlgatioll. ~:. 0 



I Fetal pain in late abortions. 
creates anger on House panel 
By Julia Duin 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

A cOngressional hearing on 'the 
effects of anesthesia on a "partial­
birth" abortion turned into a 
shouting match yesterday be­
tween Rep. Patricia Schroeder and 
oilier subcommittee rile!l1bers. 
: Four anesthesiologists pro­

voked heated argument on wheth­
er Ii fetus feels pain dUring such an 
abortion. Pro-choice forces say the 
fetus feels no pain in the late-term 
procedure, in which' itS skull is 
penetrated and its brain is sucked 
out. '. 

All four Said the fetus does feel 
pain. This is a key point in the Par­
tial Birth Abortion Act, which Eill 

. be voted on next week in I the 
House. The act would criminalize 
such abortions. 

Despite an amendment provid­
ing an exemption if the mother's 
life .is at sta,ke, President Clinton' 
has indicated he will veto the bill. 

EmQry University's' Dr. Jean 
Wright provoked the greatest out­
burst when she said fetuses feel 
more pain than infants and adults 
because the fetus begins to de­
velop pain fib.ers in' its seventh 
week and has complete. sensation 
by 20 weeks. '. 

"Just because we can'tJhear the 
cry doesn't mean it'$ n~t there:' 
she said. "If this procedure was 
done on any animal, it~d never pass 
review in my institution." 

Mrs; Schroeder, Colorado Dem­
ocrat, .asked the panillists if one 
'method of late-term: abortion is 
less painful than aI"iother. They 
said they are not experts on var­
ious' kinds of abortions, at which 
point Mrs. Schroeder said there . 

Rep. Patricia Schroeder . 

are many kinds of gain, in«fuding 
the pain of childbirth. 
. In response, . Rep. Heriry J: 

Hyde, Illinois Repilblican, began 
detailing' various types of abor­
tions, and Rep. Bob Inglis, South 
Carolina Republican, grilled Mrs. 
Schroeder on whether being 
aborted is painful. ." 

"I've not seen the medical stud­
ies:' she began. He iriterrupted by 
saying that although she acknmvl- . 
edged pain in other medical proce­
dures, she balked at abortion .. 

"Your ideology stopped you. It . 
gripped you there'" he said. . 

"This is a witch hunt!" she said. 
"This is a difficult medical choice 
between the health of the mother 
and the fetus:' 

The anesthesiologists casti-

gated the media. and . pro-choi~e 
spokesmen for misrepresenting 
the effects of anesthesia on preg: 
nant women and fetuses: . .' ". 

Dr. David Birnbach, director of . 
obstetric anesthesiology' for' st . 
Luke's-Roosevelt Hospital Center . 
at Columbia University, said he 
contacted the St. Loilis P:os~-" 
Dispatch to d,emllnd a retraction 
after the newspaper said the fetus 
dies f~il1tl an~s,hesiabe~ore the 
operatIOn begIns... '. 

. "They told me this was a fact. 
received from Mary.Campbell" of . 
PlaiIn~d Parenthood, he said. '.'1 

'told [the reporter] there was no 
factual basis from what she had on 
that fact sheet:' . . 

Rep. Charles T. Canady, Jvho 
heads the House.Judic,;.arf sub- . 
committee' that he,ld y.~llterdliy's. 
hearing, criti9jzed. Kate. MiChel' 
man, pre~ident.,.of .. the (ilatiollai 
Abortion lin.d Reproductiv!l~ights 
Action League, for spreading I!n. 
"anesthesia myth:' .IVIiss. MichcH- . 
mail turned down ii.chanceto 
testify yesterday.' .. . 

"Abortion advocates have' re­
peatedly denied or' misrepre­
sented . the' facts on partial'birth' 
abortion:' said Mr, Canady, F10rida 
Republican: '''The creation·of this 
anesthesia myth is lillcohscienac' 
ble. It could cause women who are . 
pregnant to refuse anesthesia' for· 
needed medical treatment be' 
cause they fear it will '.harm 'orkill : 
their unborn child," " 

ManYfetusesd~ notJeelthe'ef' . 
fects of local anesthesia because,it 
is not necessarily carried through 
the placenta, Sometimes the moth­
er's liver metabolizes it first, pan-' 
elists sa.id. . 

House committee passes 
Taxpayer Bill of Rights . 
From combined dispatclJes 

The. House Ways' and Means 
Committee yesterday passed leg­
islation known as the Thxpayer Bill 
of 'Rights, designed to enhance 
protections provided to taxpayers 
who find themselves at odds with . 
the nation's tax collection agency. 

'!For taxpayers involved in dis­
putes with the IRS, it's too often a 
David vs. Goliath fight that leaves 
David the tal(payer without- a 
slingshot:' said Rep. Bill Archer, 
Thxas Republican, the committee 
chairman. ..-

The legislation, he said, "fairly 
and properly maintains a balance . 
between the government's need to 
collect revenue and the taxpayer's 
right to fair treatment." 

Under the bill's terms, taxpay, 
ers who are victimized by reckless 
IRS collection actions would be al­
lowed to sue for up to $1 million-
10 times the current $100,000 cap. 

While the legislation would 
. raise from $75 to $110 the hourly 

rate of attorney fees eligible for' 
reimbursement when' taxpayers 
win such suits, it would be eaiser 
for. taxpayers to be reimbursed for 
legal fees. . . 
, The bill also would extend from 

10 to 21 days the amount of-tiine a 
taxpayer is allowed to make delin­
'quent payments without being 
subject to an interest penalty. In­
terestcharges would be dismissed· 

if the delay was generated by IRS 
mistakes. 

In addition, the bill would en­
. hance protections afforded di­
vorced filers and authorizes the 
Internal Revenue Service to with­
draw liens "when it is in the best 
interest of the taxpayer and the 
government." 

And an amendment by Rep. 
Nancy L. Johnson, Con.necticut, 
Republican, would permit taxpay­
ers to use private delivery ser­
vices, in addition to the U.S. Postal 
Service, to deliver tax returns and 
other documents to the IRS. 

Full House action on the pro­
posal is expected around April 15 
- the day tax filings are. due. 

The bill is part of a House Ways 
and Means Committee initiative, 
expected to take the rest of the 
year, to review the federal tax code 
with an eye toward simplifying the 
system. 

"It is time to scrap our current 
tax code:' said Rep. Rob Portman, 
Ohio Republican, a committee 
member. "At about this time of . 
year we are all dread!ng the 
paperwork and hassles Involved 
with preparing our federal taxes 
- and for good reason. Billions of 
'dollars and man-hours are con­
sumed annually in efforts to con­
form to this convoluted maze of 
reguI<ltions:~ . 

...••• ,>.',) •. , •. 
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Doi~~tb~fI setting vote -, 
on assault arms ban rep~l 
By Laurie Kellman 

. THE WASHINGTON TIUES 

Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole yester· 
day backed off his previous support of a 
vote on a bill to repeal the assault weapons 
ban, as House Republicans prepar~d a 
floor vote on the measure today. 

"I haven't considered it, it's not a prior' 
ity;' Mr. Dole, the presumptive GOP front· 
runner, told reporters. He refused to say 
whether he supports the repeal. 

His stance contradicts a letter he wrote 
a year ago. It is likely to be a campaign issue 
at a time when Mr. Dole's loyalty to conser­
vative causes has been questioned by the 

. House GOP freshmen who forced the mat­
ter to the floor of their chamber. 

Ina later statement, the Kansas Repub­
lican left open the possibility of a Senate 
vote but declared the bill dead in that cham· 
ber. . 

"I am not optimistic that there is suffi­
cient support in the Senate to pass the reo 

. peal," Mr. Dole said. "After the House vote 
tomorrow, I will confer with my colleagues 
on the best course of action." 

A spokesman for House Majoriry Whip 
'Ibm DeLay of TexaS said no vote count had 
been' conducted. 

Like evefything that happens in Con­
gress from now on, the issue carries over­
tones of the presidential and congressional 
campaigns. . ' 

"I am hopeful.that we will work closely 
with him in the weeks and months ahead;' 
said National Rifle Association Executive 
Director Thnya Metaksa, who for the time 
being gave Mr.· Dole the' benefit of the 
doubt. "After all, politically speaking, we 
are not supporting Mr. Clinton." 

House GOP leaders and the Republican 
sponsor, Rep. Bob Barr of GeoJ;'gia, said 
bringing the matter to a vote fulfills the 
party's 1994 campaign promise. 
. Overturnmgthat ban has been the NRA's 
top legislative priority, and Mr. Barr, chair-· 

man of the House Firear.ms Legislation ... 
Thsk Force, said, "I'm confident that it will 
pass. 

"This is an issue where. people's minds 
are not going to change;' he said. 

"Now's as good a time as any;' said Rep. 
Mark E. Souder, Indiana Republican. 

. At the weekly House GOP cOnference 
meeting Wednesday, several Republicans 
introduced a measure to delay the vote but 
failed to get the two-thirds majority of the 
conference to agree-;' according to sevet:aI· 
House sources who attended. ' 

"'Ib bring this issue up now is ludicrous;' i 
said Rep. Peter G. 'Ibrkildsen, Ma~~chii- i:' 
setts Republican, who voted for the 1:iari in 
1994;' "Congress needs to focUS on balaitc-
ing the budget and passing real welfare Ii 
reform." .. 

The Clinton administration,' meawhile,. I 
condemned what Rep. Charles·E. Schumer, 
New York Democrat, termed the, GOP's 
"sneak attack." 

"I believe Congress should reject this 
extreme step. We ought to keep the assault 
weapon ban. And I would like to 'call upon 
the Republican leadership in the Congress 
to bring this to a vote;' Mr. Clinton said. . 

Attorney General Janet Reno' said the: ' 
ban has worked. . 

"It is unconscionable to think that sp~ 
cial interests in Congress should or could 
roll it back now," she said. . 

"[Assault weapons] are used on school~ 
yards, at !lirports, in bank· lobbies; . on 
trains, in traffic an$i in front of the White 
House;' Miss Reno added. "They have no 
legitimate sporting purpose, and you won't 
find them in a duck blind or at the Olym-
pics." . 

A year ago, Mr. Dole sent Mrs. Metaksa 
a letter saying he "hoped to have a,bill [re­
pealing' the ban] on President Clinton's 
desk by this summer." 

He called the repeal "one of my legisla­
tive priorities." 
• Jerry Seper contributed w this artiCle. 

Gingrich wants IRS staffers 
put ~ w~rk on drugs~ aliens 

ASSOCIATED PRESS sentatives" - $500,000 on each of 75 tar- . 
, Republicans want to transfer one-fifth of geted seats. , . 
the Internal Revenue Service work force to That is unprecedente.d, 'Mr. Gingrich 
the FBI and federal drug and bOrder.police, ~d, adding that as many as 40 percent of . 
House Speaker Newt Gingrich said yester- union members vote. Republican. The AFL-
day. . CIO campaign, he added, means those 

"We can't stop illegal imn:iigration, We workers will be coerced into paying sup-
can't stop illegal drugs but we can audit port to candidates they oppose. 
every one of you:' Mr. Gingrich said in de- Answering questions from the newspa-

, crying what he views as a failed federal per people, Mr. Gingrich said Republicans . 
government and overstaffed IRS. will need to regain the presidency and pick 

He noted the IRS has 111,000 employees; up seven Senate seats in order to "gain con-
the FBI, 24,000; the Drug Enforcement trol of the bureaucratic agencies." 
Administration, 6,700; and the Border Pa- __ "It's going to be.a very clear choice this 
trol, 5,800. His solution to the drug, im· fall, and the system will work o~ce the 
migration and crime problems: move co~try decides;' he said. He predil;ted vot-
25,000 workers from the IRS into the police ers will reject a government stalemate. 
agencies. . 

"None of our problems are insoluble if 
we are willing to be tough-minded:' the 
Georgia Republican told the National 
Newspaper Association. 
. Mr. Gingrich predicted this year's elec­
tions will rival those of 1896 and 1932 "as a 
decision point where the country had a dia­
logue with itself." He accused President 
Clinton of abandoqing the war against 
drugs and of appointing judges who are 
pro-criminal., 

He reserved his sharpest jabs for organ­
ized lab<>r, saying the most stunning activ­
ity he has seen this year is the pledge by 
the AFL-CIO "to buy the House of Repre-
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I Clinton backs 'partial-birth' abortion 
Senate likely . . .. . 
t9 uphold veto 
of bill this . year 
By Paul Bedard . 
THE W\SHINGTON TlMES 

President Clinton yesterday 
seemingly supported both sides in 
the abortion debate but ensured 
that "~-birth" abortion, a 
late-term procedUre that Congress 
has sought to ban, will remain 
available as a form' of birth con-
trol. . 

In a letter to Congress, Mr. Clin­
ton. said that, while he generally 
opposes late-term abortions, they 
should remain an option in cases 
when the mother's health is threat­
ened or to "avert serious adverse 
health consequ'ences to the 
woman." 

That language, said pro-life ad­
vocates, is a "legal term of art" to 
include any health issue raised by 
the mother, including depression 
or fear of having a child. 

But since pro-lifers do not have 
a Veto-proof majority in the sen­
ate, which has approved tough 
anti-abortion language, Mr. Clin­
ton's promised veto of the partial­
.birth abortion bill pending before 
Congress likely will be upheld 

"The president will succeed this 
year'in keeping partial-birth abor­
tion entirely unrestricted," said 
Douglas Johnson of the National 
Right to Life Committee. . 

Abortion has been a key issue in 
the .Republican presidential pri­
maries, pitting avid pro-lifers such 
as Pat Buchanan against· candi­
dates such as Steve Forbes, who 

. has essentially adopted Mr. Clin­
ton's position. 

In 'his letter, Mr. Clinton restated 
his position that "I strongly be­

.lieve that legal abortions - those 
abortions that the Supreme Court 
ruled in Roe vs. Wade must bt; pro­
tected - should be safe and rare." 

He explained, however, that he 
has "long opposed late-term abor-' 
tions except, as the law requires, 
where they 1m! necessary to pro­
tect the life ot1he mother or where . 

. there is a threat to her health." . 
. Mr. Clinton said that the partial. 
birth abortion bill before Congress 
is too restrictive and that-he would 

_"'~~ __ T .... 

President Clinton meets with the emir of Kuwait, Sheik Jab!!r Ahmad Sabah, yeSterday in the Oval Office. 

. veto it unless a compromise is 
struck·to ease Senate-approved re-
strictions. . . '. 

The House and the Senate have 
passed separate measures that 
woUld restrict the late-term proce­
dm:e, With the ~te approving 
the more restrictive language. A 
I:onference committee to recon-. 
cile the two bills has not yet con­
vened 

However, language proposed as 
an alternative has been rejected in 
the House and .was defeated 51-47 
in the Senate,.where Sen. Barbara 
Boxer, California Democrat, 
championed the Clinton plan. 
Sixty Senate votes are needed to 
override a veto. . 

Explaining his cOmpromise, Mr. 
Clinton wrote: "I am prepared to 
support H.R. 1833 .,. if it is 
amended to 'make clear that the 
prohibition of this. procedure does 
not apply to situations in which.the 

. selection of the procedure; in the 
medical judgment of the attendiiig 
physician, is necessary to pre­
serve the life of the woman or 
avert' serious adverse health con­
sequenceS to the woman." 

Rep. Charles 'I Canady, Florida 
Republican and author of H.R. 
1833, said, however, the House will 

not change the bill l!Dd will' ap­
prove the Senate restrictions, 
forcing a veto. . 

"President Clinton is between a 
rock and a hard place.·He does not 
want to veto a bill supported by 71 
percent of the public, but bard-line 
abortion advocates will not allow 
him to sign the Partial Birth Abor-
tion Act," Mr. Canady said. . 

.' "In an attempt to avert serious 
adverse political' consequences, 
President Clinton is tryiIJg to de­
ceive the American people: He 
claims he supports banning this 
disturbiitg procedure, but in re­
ality his proposed' amendment 
would gut H.R. 1833, ~ it 

. ineaningless," he added 
Partial-birth abortion is a grue­

some procedure that is even· op­
posed by many who support Roe 
vs. Wade, the 1973 Supreme Court 
decision legalizing abortion. 

In the procedure, which com­
monly takes place after the fetuS 
is about 6 months old, the fetus' 
feet and torso are delivered 
vaginally,. while its head rem8ins 
in the birth canal. 

The abortionist then stabs the 
base of the fetus' skull with scis­
sors and inserts a catheter·into the 
opening. The catheter is used to . 

. suCk out brain matter, which kills 
the fetus and allows the skull to 
collapse for easier delivery. 

Abortion leaders hailed Mr. 
ClintOn's compromise and veto 
threat. . 

. Kate Michelman, president of 
the Naticinal AbOrtion and Repro­
ductive Rights League, said the 
president's position is "an impor· 
tant stand to take, and not an easy 
ODe.~ 

. '"Ithinkthepresident, in the let· 
ter, has rea1iumed his commit· 
ment to the constitutional right of 
women to make reproductive 

. choices:' she added . 
Mr.Johnson· of the National 

Right toLife Committee said: "The 
president, for political reasons, is 
trying to convey the impression 
that he favOrs limits, but the legal 
effect of his position would be to 
continue the status quo:' -

"The health clause that Presi­
dent Clinton seeks to include is so 
broadly def'med in U.S. law that it 
would make all partial-birth abor­
tions acceptable, including the 80 
percent of partial-birth abortions . 
that are performed for purelyelec­
tive reasons:' said Gracie Hsu of 
the Family Research Council. 

\ 



A mole in 'the,hole': 
Ames' solitary lanlent 
In letter, spy complains of-persecution 
SyBill Gertz 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

1Wo Years after his arrest in the 
CIA's worst spying scandal, KGB 
mole Aldrich Hazen Ames is 

, struggling with life alone in "the 
hole" .....: a small isolation cell in a 
high-security prison: 
, " "Time seems to flow by for me 
here in contradictory, ways," 
Ames, a career CIA officer now 
known as No, 40087-083, says in a 
letter addressed to "family and 
friends." 

"Doing one's time without the 
expectation of release can turn 
Into a mental and emotional ,self­
imprisonment as brutal and de­
forming as the external realities of 
prison:' he says. 

"The real pain and humiliation 
comes from the helplessness and 
frustration felt as one is entirely 
dependent upon a distrustful, usu­
ally impersonal, careless and of-
ten hostile authority." ' 
, A copy of the eight-page letter, 
dated Jan. ,3, was obtained by The 
Washington Times, 

In it, Ames makes qo reference 
to his nine years as a KGB spy and 
the $2,5 million he was, paid for 
passing CIA secrets to Moscow, 
though he apologizes for not writ­
ing about "the most painful and 
regretful events and feelings 
which brought this catastrophe 
about:' 

Fighting boredom and isolation, 
Ames reports he is struggling to 
"keep hope alive" for a possible 
release from the federal prison at 
Allenwood, Pa. ' 

He has been In. Allenwood's 
"jail" since AugUst 1994, "The jail 
is termed the special housing unit' 
but is universally known as the 
'hole: " he writes. ' , 

Still, observers 'note that Ames 
is far better off than the 10 re­
cruited agents he betrayed to the 
KGB in 1985 for $50,000, A CIA; 
report last year said the 10, de­
scribed as ,the agency's "most 
valuable l\Ssets:', were 'executed 
for working covertly for the CIA 
al\d FBI.' ' 

see AMES, page Al4 
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AMES 
From page Al 

''As far as I'm concerned, he got 
less than he deserves:' said Rich­
ard Stolz, a former CIA op,erations , 
chief, expressing the view of 
many former CIA officers toward 
Ames. " 

Another former CIA 'officer 
said: "In our day, we would have sat 
him down, learned everything he 
kneW, then quietly arranged his 
death." " " 

Ames pleaded guilty to spying 
In April 1994 and was sentenced to 
life In prison as part of a plea bar­
gain. His wife, Rosario Ames, re­
ceived a five-year prison term as 
an accomplice. ' , 

Plato Cacheris, Ames' attorney, 
verified the letter as genUine. "The 
letter was intended'to be confiden­
tial to his family and friends:' Mr. 
Cacheris said. 

Since his arrival in prison, 
, Ames has occupied a 9-by-12-foot 

isolation cell equipped with a 
, stainless-steel shower, sink and toi­

let, a double bunk and a small ' 
desk. About 900 prisoners live in 
the facUity, specially designed for 
dangerous inmates. 

Shackled In chains during brief 
walks to ~ exercise yard he de-' 
scribe!! as a chain-link "dog run:' 
Ames says he spends each day , 
with "work:' not otherwise de­
scribed, and reading newspapers, 
magazines and books. 

He 'wears bright-orange prison, 
garb, which he says adds "a touch 
of humiliation to the regime:' 

PrIson food Is ample, "heavy on 
bread, rice, beans and potatoes, 
and accompanied by that favorite 
.of the' Bureau of PrIsons and Its 
,prisoners, ,heaVily sweetened 
, Kool-Aid:' Ames writes. 

Ames devotes much of the letter 
to explaining his legai battle with 

AP 
, Aldrich Ames has been in a federal prison in Pennsylvania since 1994. 

authorities over the conditions of 
his Incarceration, He calls himself 
a political prisoner of the CIA, 

He claims the CIA wants him to 
forfeit all of his legal rights in ex­
change for release from solitary 
confinement to the Allenwood 
prison's general pop,ulation" . 

"Why am I in the hole, why IS the 
CIA reading ... our mail, deciding 
who can visit me and under what 
conditions, etc" etc.?" he asks. 

"I've been told a dozen self­
contradictory, evasive and false 
reasons, ranging from the absurd­
ly serious, like being an escape 

_ risk, to the absurdly trivial - be­
ing in· the hole is to prevent me 
from misusing the inJ;llate tele­
phone system to call the Russians 
or The Washington Post:' 

Ames has asked prison author­
ities to provide him with a laptop 
computer, but he says that "rea­
sonable" request hils not been 
granted, , 

Ames also writes about his col­
laboration with,Pete Earley, Whose 
book on the spy is due this fall, 
Ames dismisses four other books 
already written about him as 
"sketchy, inaccurate, and pros-

, ecutorial," 
"I'm glad I chose Pete:' he 

'adding that "the Russians have: 
helped him a great deal" in writhig' 
the book, The CIA is also helplrig; 
the author, Ames adds. ' 

Ames !I1so reveals he was not 
happy with two television Inter~' 
views be did last year, ortti'ror Cl'{N1 

.. and another for BBC, He was' 
pleased, however, with the inter-' 
view he gave to David Corn for the' 
leftist Nation magazine. 

Several television networks 
making documentaries about the 
Cold War are seeking to interview, 
the CIA turncoat, including Ger~ 
many's ZDF television, the BBC, 
and the Discpvery Channel. ' 

"n'll be interesting to see how 
many of these the CIA will permit 
or what conditions It will impose:': 
he says. "I know that it's this which' 
is keeping me in the hold here, of 
course, and I ought to just shut up:' 

, Ames receives the Internationai 
Herald 1ribune irregularly but ' 
gets daily copies of USA 1bday, 
which he calls "a better newspa­
per tha[n] I'd been led to believe:' 
along with several magazines -he 
subscribes to and books supplied 
to him by a relative. "," 

The spotty 1ribune delivery 
leaves Ames tO'conclude "the CIA 
may suspect the Ru~sians of ,in7 
serting secret messages' to' mil 
among the escort service and get­
rich-quick classified:' 

His Sony Waikman radio has 
poor reception in'the cell,and'the 

'stations near', the 'prison' don't 
broadcast news or music he likes. 
Ames notes, however, that the 
prison staff "dote on Rush [Lim~ 
baugh] and G. Gordon Liddy:' 

Daily routine consists of break­
fast between 6 a.m. and '1 a'.m., then 
study, work, and reading ilntil 
lunch. "A little more work, then I 
shift to reading til dinner between 
4 and 5:' he notes, "I usually go to 
sleep about midnight," 
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Clinton Seeks to Loosen Bill's Ban on'anAbortionMethod· :~',Ci;ntonFil/s 2 Top Posts 
" '~,: WASHINGTON, Feb. 27 (Reuters) 

By ALISON MITCHELL "very distUrbing." screen here," he saId, "He wIshes to see the legislation as Important be- ;:' - President Clinton's re-election 
WASHINGTON, Feb. 27 _ Saying "I cannot support jts 'use on an preserve the reality of unrestrIcted cause It would mark the first time ''',campaign named two political veter-

he had "studied and prayed about ,elective basIs," fhe Pre,sldent said, abortion but behind the facade of a since 1973, when the Supreme Couh :::,ans to top posts today. 
this Issue," President Clinton, In a referring to cases In which the abor" symbolic limitation.". \ legalized abortion In Its landmark ., Theodore Carter was named depu­
letter to Congress, urges lawmakers tlon Is performed ~'for non-health re- K~te Mlchelman, the president of, Roe v. Wade ruling, that Congress ty campaign manager and chief op­
to amend a bill that would outlaw a lated reasons," or where there are the National AbortIon and Reprodilc- has voted to ban a particular abor- u:,'erating officer and Joseph Lockhart 
late-term form of abortIon so It "equally safe medical procedures tlveRlghts Action, League; praised tlon method. ' n. was chosen as national press secre-
would allow exceptions for cases aVailable." Mr. 'Clinton, . saying hIs ,letter Mr. Clinton's stand had been ,. tary. 
where the life or health of a woman', ' But Mr. Clinton also wrote'of "rare amounte4 to a veto promIse. "The sought by abortion-rights groups, an Mr. Carter, former director of 
was at risk. and tragic" clrcumstances,llI ,whIch Importan~p!!lnt .\11.88, that the Presl- Important constituency of the Demo- p, New York City's Federal Urban Em-

The WhIte House plans to send the the' 'pnicedure might be needed to dent needed to veto this legIslation cratic Party. But It Is not expected to powetment Zone project~ currently 

I C I I Hili Wed d I save a woman's life or health and because It Is Indeed Ii. violation of the effect the action taken by the Repub- 'Is assistant to the city administrator 
a~t:~f~~t.~:I~fluenc~n cong~!s~a~, sald that eXceptions for such cases -constltutlonal"'rlght" of: women to IIcan-run Congress. " ", In Washington. He worked In Mr. 
leaders as they decide how to recon~ must'be Included In the legIslatiOn to choose," Ms. Mlchelman Said. "He Is ,~The House voted 288 to 139 In No- Clinton'S 1992 campaign. 

f H d S meet the constitutional .requlre: inliklng good on hIs cOmmItment to ,ve' mber to ban this method of abor- Mr. Lockhart, currently an off\'c\'al 
clle dlf erent ouse an enate ver- 'ments set oat by the Supreme Court. ,protect WOmen, protect theIr health 
sions of the abortion measure, whIch '. ','1 have.!!l!dled and prayed about, and freedom of choice." tlon and Impose criminal penalties with a Washington consulting firm, 
has been a subject of emotional arid ,this Issue and about the famllles"who " The White House has said repeat; ,on the dOCtors who' use It. One month was deputy press secretary for MI-
vivid debate. . must face this awful choice for many edly that the President would veto later, the more moderate Senate alSo chael S. Dukakls, the 1988 Democrat-' 

At Issue Is a method of abortion months," Mr. Clinton wrote. He said either the House or Semite versions' approved the bill, 54 to 44, but Incliid- Ic Presidential candidate. He also 
known medically as Intact dilation be would support the meilsure If It of- the blUIn their current form, but' ,ed an amendment that would allow was press secretary for Senator Paul 
and evacuation, whIch Is performed' clearly slated that the ban would riot this was the first time Mr! Clinton the procedure to be performed to Simon, an Illinois Democrat. 
only after 20 weeks of gestation. Un. apply If a doctor considered the abor- himself had addressed the IsSue. save the life of a woman. But even Mr. Clinton has yet to name a l 
der the procedure" the fetus Is par- tlon method "necesSary to preservll . Only 13,000 of the country's 1.5 the Senate rejected a broader campaign manager. 
tlally extracted feet first, and the the life of the woman or avert serious' million abottlons a year are per-, amendment that sought to make .im 
skull Is collapsed by suctlonlng out health consequences to the woman." ' formed at 20 weeks of gestation or I exception for a woman's health. :, 
the brain to make It easler' for the Douglas Johnson, tlte legislative later. Medical officials have /laid that : 
fetus to pass through the birth canal. ' dIrector of the National Right til Life thi! method that the legislation would 
Anti-abortion forces call the pro- Committee, one of the nation's larg- ban Is rarely. used In these,late-term 
cedure a "partial birth abortion." est anti-abortion organizations, said' abortIons. Abortion opponents con-

In his letter, a copy of which was. an exception for a woman's health test those assertIons, saylngllQreli. 
made available by the White House, Would gut the bil\. "The Preslaimt Is , able figures are available. ' 
Mr. Clinton called the procedure , attemptlng,.to generate a smoke- 'Both' sIdes In the abortIon debate 



p to Block TV Violence 
Popular in Canadian T.ests 

, By CLYDE H. FARlI/SWORTH A \ 
I 

TORONTO, Feb, 27 - Maxine 
Lawson says she did not think much 
about violence on television until her 
2-year-{)ld son, Caden, came into the 
kitchen one day after watching the' 

, Mighty Morphin Power Rangers and 
started malting karate chops. 

"He wanted to deck me," Ms. 
Lawson. 29, an accountant in north 
Toronto, said with a laugh. "He's 
very impressionable." 

No more Power Rangers for Ca­
den, at least not until he getS a little 
bigger. 

The Lawsons are among 150 fam-
. !lies in Toronto, Ottawa, Calgary, 

Vancouver and Victoria who are in 
the third wave of testing the Canadi­
an cable industry'S new violence- or 
V -chip, which lets viewers block out 
violence, sex or coarse language on 
their home television screens. 

President Clinton recently signed 
a law mandating that all new televi­
sion sets bought in the United States 
come equipped with V-chips within 

, two years. , 
The device has not yet been tested 

among viewers in the United States, 
but in Canada testing began a year 
ago. The current round of testing by 

'Rogers Communications of Toronto 
and Shaw Communications of Calga­
ry, the two largest cable operators, 
has already put V-chlps in the hands 
of many families. 

The reviews by cable companies 
and families are good. "We're find­
ing this Is the kind of thing people 
like to have in their homes," said 
Allan Sayegh. spokesman for Shaw 
Communications. "They like being 
able to decide ,for themselves what 
can be seen. We feel we're on the 

, right track." , 
Using a one-button remote control 

device the size of a matchbox, Ms. 
Lawson has preset the tiny comput­
er chip in the set-top cable conve~er 
to screen out all but the gentlest of 
shows for Caden. like his faVOrite, 
Barney.#' , ' 

Continued From Page I 

! among the most popular, including 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 

: Television and crv Television 'Net­
, work Ltd., and two American border 
stations, WUTV, the Fox affiliate in 
Buffalo, and KVOS, an Independent 
station in Bellingham, Wash. 

The test Is far from perfect Since 
all homes receJve more than 11 chan­
nels, programs from the other chan­
nels are not subject to V-chlp block­

, lng, and children can stili switch to 
other shows. An American program 
may be screened out only If It.ls 
broadcast by a participating local 
channel. 

Programs are encoded at the point 
of local transmission. with an Identi­
fying electronic signal designating 
the Intended audience level: The V­
chip reads the signal and compares 
It with the level authorized by the 
parent and either lilocks or allows 
viewing of the program. , 

Other Canadian . and 'American 

Canadians hope 
they can filter out 
offensive U.S. TV. 

from Canada's communications reg- i 
ulator, the Canadian Radio-Televi- " 
sian and Telecommunications Com­
mission. 

, The Issue has been one of the prin-
cipal concerns of the Ottawa agen­
cy's chairman, Keith Spicer, a for­
mer broadcaster and editor who be­
lieves that television violence trans- ' 
lates into increased violence in soci­
ety an!! must be controlled .. 

He said he had received signatures . 
from more than two mlllion Canadl- , 
ans in the last four years complain­
Ing about violence, much of It on 
American programming distributed 
in Canada through cable systems, 
and had threatened to use his regula­
tory powers to block out offending 
American shows. 

This would almost certalniy set off 
a new cultural trade war between the 

, two countries. But with the V-chip 
concept now advancing, .he has 
backed off. "We're on a peaceful 
path," he told reporters a few weeks 
ago. , 

After President Clinton signed the ' 
V-chlp bDl, part of sweeping telecom-
munications legislation, the four 
American broadcast networks were " 
reported to be seeking to establish a 
rating system, the key to a working 
V-chlp. , . 

Professor Collings's technology I 
has been combined with such a 
system in Canada. In the testing now 
under way, programs are classUied 
according to their degree of violence, 

broadcasters are watching the tests sex or coarse lango,age. Five levels 
closely. The cable companies are try- range from General Audience, in 
ing to convince Ottawa that volun- ·wbIch programs are suitable for all 
tary controls,' in wbIc:h parents' use ages, to the graphic and expliCit 
the V-chlp ~ manage what their chII- Sports and news shows are exempt 
dren watch, are preferable to beavy-, For Caden, Ma. Lawson sets the V-, 
banded Government regulation chip at General Audience. The chip, 

"ThIs Is the least IntJilslve way to automatically blocks out .anything 
'regulate violence on television," said stronger. But when Caden goes to 
SyMe PoWell, director of media rela- bed. she simply presses a button to 

-tions for the .canadian C8ble Telev1- override the cbI{l and views what-: 
slOn AssocIation. which speaks for ever she likes. 

?::. 

"I like It," she said. "I can be in 
the kitchen and know If he goes to the 
channels he won't see anything bad. 
I can monitor him without actually 

the country's 70 cable operators. "It ,CanadIans I)ope to work with 
'puts control In the hands 'of parents, ,American broadcasters on a lolnt "':':::;~"-: 
where it should be." classification system- that would 

, being on top of the set" 
Actually, only II of up to 60 chan­

nels available to Canadians are tak­
ing part in the tests. But they are 

Contiftued on Page A2, Column 3 

Betty Hulleman, a nurse· in Ed- serve as the foundation for a North 
monton. Alberta, agrees. She often American V-chlp. The Canadian As­
baby~slts for her two grandchildren. socIation of Broadcasters and the 
Having taken part In early tests last American National AssocIation of 
year by Shaw Communications. she Broadcasters are already exploring 
Is favorably Impressed by the way the Issue, Canadian industry officials 
the device has ,evolved. ,say. 

"Mechanically," she said o~ the "SInce most of our TV originates 
early model, wbIch went out a year In tbe U.S~ It's very Important that 
ago In Edmonton, "It 'was rotten. we go forward together," said Trina 
bard to manipulate." But the current " McQueen. ~dent of the DIscovery 
one Is . ."really simple to operate, fits Cbannel imd head of the Action 
on a key chaIn." Group on Violence on TelevISIon, rep-

"It's wondertul," she said. ''I'm resenting all sectors of the Canadian 
for the V-chlp, for what It does." television industry.' 

For an extra monthly fee of be- "CJ8ssttymg only Canadian-{)rIgI-
tween $1 and $2, the .canadian Indus- natlng programs," she said, "gives, 
try Is hoping to make the V-chlps us only half a glass." , 
generally available by July 1. 

The man who developed It Is Tim 
Collings, 34, a professor of electrical 
engineering and robotics at Simon 
Fraser University In Vancouver, 
who has three young children of his 
own. Professor Collings started 
working on the'technology five years 
ago, and has been helped by a 
$250,000 grant from Shaw Communi­
cations. 

"I wanted something that parents 
could use as a tool but that would not 
affect the creative freedoms of the 
production and artistic community," 
he said in an Interview. "!t's not a 
complicated technology, didn't take 
that long to figure out," 

,- Asked If he expected to make mil-

J

lIons, he just laughed.. ' 
Professor Collings and the cable 

industry expect encouragement I 
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W:
en he campaigned for presi­

dent, Bill Clinton painted 
himself as a moderate on the 

issue of abortion. He pledged to make the 
procedure "safe, legal and rare." 

His critics dispute that notion, point­
ing out that from his first hours in office, 
President Clinton has worked to expand 
legal access to abortion in the United 
States and around the world. Nearly all 
of his major appointees in the executive 
and judicial branches. of government 
have been outspoken supporters of legal 
abortion. Some abortion opponents like 
~p. Chris Smith (R-NJ.) call President 
Clinton ''the abortion president," surely 
a moniker .that no public figure would 
want to have. 

The president's actions on abortion are 
especially heartbreaking to those who 
admired his pro-life stances while he was 
the governor of Arkansas. But now as the 
nation's president, he seems to oppose all 
limits to the practice of abortion. 

This past week, as the U.S. Senate 
voted to ban the late-term abortion proce­
dure known as ''partial-birth abortions," it 
again seemed clear that the president 
would oppose the measure because it 
would restrict some abortions. 

His press secretary Michael McCuny 
was quoted in the New York TImes as say­
ing that the president would likely veto 
the bill when it emerged from a House­
Senate conference committee because in 
Clinton's view the bill represents "anero- . 
sion of a woman's right to choose." 

What exactly are partial-birth abor­
tions? Brenda Pratt Shafer, a registered 
nurse who witnessed the procedure, 
described it as follows: 

"r stood at the doctor's side and 
watched him perform a partial-birth 
abortion on a woman who was six 
months pregnant. The baby's heartbeat 
was clearly visible on the ultrasound 
screen. The doctor delivered the baby's 
body and arms, everything but his linle 
head The baby's body was moving. His 
little fingers were clasping together. He 

) , 

The president's choice 
, '. 
) 

an opinion by M,?rk Zimmermann 

was kicking his feet. The docior took a f to be used in cases where the "life and 
pair of scissors and inserted them into 'health" of the mother were at risk. Both 
the back of the baby's head, and the abortion supporters and opponents 
baby's arms jerked out in a fliJ1ch, a star- know that phrase would have provided a 
tie reaction, like a baby does when he legal loophole allowing nearly unre-
thinks that he might fall. Then the doc- . strieted partial-birth abortions, because 
tor opened the scissors up. Then he courts have found that mental anguish 
stuck the high-powered tube into the can be the key aspect of a woman's 
hole and sucked the baby's brains out. "health" when considering abortinns. 
Now the baby was completely \ipIp," Indeed, one abortionist who practiced 

Shafer, who described herself as the procedure admitted that one-fourth 
"very pro-choice" before seeing the pro- of the 1ate-term abortions were per-
cedure, said that day changed her life. "I formed becausc< of the mother's "depre': 
never went back to the clinic. But ram' sion.'~ Another abortionist said that over 
still haunted by the face of that little boy. three-fourths of those procedures that he 
It was the most perfect, angelic face 1 has performed were "purely elective." 
have ever seen." The Senate passed the partial-birth 

Tn terribly graphic terms, we hear the 
.!reality of abortion. When the measure 
was introduced recently in the House of 
Representatives, some "pro-choice" 
menmer. were in opposition to mem­
bers having the choice of seeing pictori­
al diagrams outlining the procedure. 
They said the images were too grue­
some and were an affront to the deco­
rum of that chamber of government. 

But House members voted to look at 
the pictures, and they voted overwhelm­
ingly to ban the procedure: Democrats 
and Republicans a\ike voted for the ban, 
including many who described them­
selves as favoring the "choice" of abor­
tion. The bill passed the House by a 288-
139 margin. 

Their vote wasn't based on emotion. 
It was based on expert medical testimo­
ny describing the procedure. Abortion 
doctors who practice the method have 
themselves offered graphic testimony to 
what is involved in those abortions. 

In the Senate, the bill faced a tougher 
fight, with many senators favoring a ban 
that would have allowed the procedure 

. abortion ban with an amendment that 
would only allow .the procedure in cases 
where the mother was in danger of los­
ing her life otherwise. But the Senate 
only passed the bill by a 54-44 Vote, one 
that would not override a promised pres­
identia1 veto. 

Significantly, all the representatives 
and senators from Maryland opposed 
the measure. For abortion rights sup­
porters like the Maryland delegation, the 
partial-birth abortion ban is a line in the 
sand which marks the first time that 
Congress has voted to outlaw an abor­
tion P!ocedure. siJlce .. t)te_ Supreme 
Court's 1973 Roe v. Wade decision 
legalizing abortion on demand 

McCurry said the president was dis­
appointed that the Senate bill did not 
include language saying "the life and 
health of the mother must be protected" 

Those who oppose abortion rights are 
often labeled as extremists. But as 
columnist George Will recently noted in 
Newsweek, the debate over partial-birth 
abortions has shown that those favoring 
"choice" often do so even when over­
whelming evidence points to the 
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humanity of the unborn child. ;'So, who 
now are the fanatics?" Will asked. 

In a meeting with Catholic newspaper 
~ditors earlier this fall, the president said 
he was committed to reducing the num­
ber of abortions in the United States, and 
he emphasized his support for adop­
tions. For the most part, he tried to side­
step the abortion issue, but when it was 
raised, he again tried to present himself 
as a moderate on the question. 

in a short time, the president will 
again have to deal with the abortion 
question, as the partial-birth abortion 
bill crosses his desk. 

This should not be a question of 
.1 wrapping oneself in the mantle of 

limitless "choice." Like the representa­
tives and, senators who considered the 
issue before him, the president should 
listen to the eyewitness testimony and 
look at the diagrams, which have been 
authenticated by the American Medical 
Association and by abortionists who 
have practiced the procedure. 

First and foremost, what is at stake is 
the life of the estimated 450 unborn chil­
dren who each year die from this grue­
some practice. The mothers who will per­
manently bear the psychologica1 scars of 
this procedure are likewise at great risk. 

Lastly, what is at risk is the presi­
dent's claim that he is a moderate on the 
issue of abortion. Maryland's delega­
tion, tragically, has already shown what 
their principles are on this issue. 
.• AS DOOglain01iiisori, legislative direc­
tor for the National Right to Life 
Committee has asked, "Will the president 
really defend even pulling babies alive 
from the womb in order to abort them?" 

The choice, Mr. President, is yours. In 
recent weeks you have made difficult 
decisions to try to bring peace to the 
wartorn Ba\kans. For that, you and our 
service men and ~omen deserve our 
prayers and our support. We now pray 
that you will likewise take a further step 
to protect and save innocent life. 
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Cardinals Condemn Clinton Abortion Veto 
By GUSTAV NIEBUHR 

In an unusual joint statement that 
carried a scarcely veiled political 
threat, the nation's Roman Catholic 
cardinals yesterday condemned 
President,Clinton's veto last week of 
a bill that would have barred a cer­
tain late-term abortion procedure. 

Declaring their anger in a three­
page letter to the President; the eight 

, American cardinals, along with Bish­
op Anthony Pilla of Cleveland, presi­
dent of the National Conference of 
CatholiC Bishops, accused Mr. Clin­
ton of deciding to permit a procedure 
"more akin to infanticide than abor­
tion to continue." 

The letter, in which the cardinals 
promised to make their outrage a 
public issue among American Catho­
lics, points to an election-year chasm 

Signs of an election­
year: chasm between 
the President and 
leaders among 
Catholic bishops. 

their lives and those of the fetuses. 
A White House spokeswoman, 

Mary Ellen Glynn, said yesterday 
that she did not think that the Presi­
dent, traveling in Japan, had yet seen 
the cardinals' le,tter. But she added 
that Mr. Clinton ''thought very hard 
about the issue'" before deciding to 
veto the' bill on behalf of women like 
,those "standing beside him" at .the 
ceremony. ','He didn't take this deci­
Sion lightly," Ms. Glynn said. 
, The abortion procedure at issue, a 
relatively rare one technically called 
intact dilation and evacuation, is per­
formed after 20 weeks of gestation 
and entails a doctor's partly extract­
ing a fetus feet first, then suctioning 
out its brairi to allow the head to pass 
through the birth canal. 

. The bill would have barred the 
procedure except to save a woman's' 
life. The President unsuccessfully 
lobbied Congress to expand its provi­
sions to allow the procedure in the 
case of a pregnancy's "serious, 
health consequences" to the woman. 

Abortion opponents, including the 
bishops' Pro-Life Activities Office, 
had urged the President to sign the 
bill, which :passed the House With 
strong bipartisan support and was 

, , narrowly approved by' the Senate. 
But abortion 'rights supporters ral­
lied against it, calling it the first 
effort to ban an abortion procedure 

between the President and leaders of ' since the Supreme Court established 
the nation's bishops. , a right to abortion ill 1973. 

In recent months, the bishops had The day he vetoed the bill, Mr. 
voiced concerns on immigration and Clinton wrote to James Cardinal 
welfare that showed them to be c1os- Hickey, Archbishop of Washington, 
er on those issues to the Clinton to .say he did not approve of the 
Administr,ruon than to the Republi- procedure except to save a woman's 
can majorities in Congress. But the life and to prevent "serious riSks to 
letter yesterday served as a clear her health." 
reminder that among the Catholic "The cases I have in mind are not 

we know, an exception for 'health' 
means abortion on demand," said 
the letter, whose signers, in addition 
to Cardinal Hickey and Bishop Pilla, , 
were Joseph Cardinal Bernardin of ' 
Chicago, Anthony Cardinal Bevilac­
qua of Philadelphia, Bernard Cardi­
.nal Law of Boston, William Cardinal 
. Keeler of Baltimore, Roger Cardinal 
Mahony of Los Angeles, Adam Cardi­
nal Maida of Detroit and John Cardi­
nal O'Connor of New York. 

Officials at the' bishops' confer­
ence said they could not recall an­
other instance in which the cardinals ' 
had sent a letter to the White House 
on a smgle piece of legislation. But 
two years ago, the prelates wrote the 
White House asking that the United 
States delegation to a United Nations 
conference on population growth not 
support an abortion rights agenda. 

The Rev. Thomas J. Reese, a sen­
ior feIiow at the Woodstock Theologi­
cal Center at Georgetown Univetsi-

, ty, said: "The bishops have clearly 
fj!lt that abortion is not the only issue . 
but Is certainly the most important 
issues on their agenda So they're 
using language that' very . clearly 
shows how upset they are. by Clin­
ton's veto." 

hierarchy, abortion remains the those where a doctor is convinced . 
dominant issue. ." that a woman risks death, but where -

"In the coining weeks and months, the doctor knows that fue woman I 

each of us, as well as our bishops' risks' grave harm," the President ! 
conference, will do all we can to wrote. He added that if Congress ' 
educate people about partial-birth· "amended the bill as I, have suggest-
abortions," the cardinals wrote. "We ed," he would sign it. . , ' 

: ' will inform them' that partial,birth ,But the cardinals rejected the I 
, abortions will contiQue because you President's argument, saying an 
chose to veto H.R. 1833." exception in the case of a woman's 
. The cardinals also said they would health would be loosely interpreted. 
"urge Catholics and other people of EchOing a full-page advertisement 
good Will" to petition Congress to try placed by the Pro-Life Acti'1ties Of­
to override the veto;' fice in The Washington Post two 

Mr. Clinton announced his veto' weeks ago, the cardinals said a 
last Wednesday in an emotional health exception would permit abor-, 
White House ceremony at which five tions in such cases as when a woman 
women who had undergone such was judged' to be "emotionally up- ! 
abortions described their decisiOns set" at being pregnant or felt her I 
to do so as .agonizing., prompted by career threatened by the pregnancy. ' 
health disorders that threatened "In other words, as you :know, and , , " I 

. I 
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New Boat People Exodus: Back to Vietnam 
By SETH MYDANS ~ , About half ~e remaining holdouts delays In recelVlng reintegration 

KUALA LUMPUR,Malaysia, . Continued from Page Al are In camps 'In Hong Kong, and he1p, problems with community 
April 16 -'- Two decades after the . ' officials there are cOunting on the memllers, problems with local party 
fall of Saigon, the biggest flood of about reintegration it becomes more persuasive power of an unusuallocaJ officials and "the Inevitable corrup­
Vietnamese.boat people in years is difficult the longer on!! has ~en' deadline: June 3D, 1997. On that date tion."·· 
under way. But this time the flow away - and even more .difflcult the British colony is to be handed "Not everybody wiII hit the g1"llUnd 
is being reversed, as refugee . when one is really dead set against over to the Chinese, who have de- runnlng and say, 'Where's my cash 
camps around Southeast Asia be- . coming back." manded that the camps there be grant; I'm off:'to stan.a business; " .. 
gin closing down and tens of thou- As the first boat return, scheduled emptY when they take control. he .sald. "There's going to be a lot of ' 
sands of asylum-seekers are sent 'for Thursday, approached, Erika The United States is also pressIng 'decompresslng, a lot,of depression. 
back to the cOuntry they fled. . Feller, the United Nations refugee Hanoi to accept a "Track II" policy Many of them Will just veg out." 

In an effon to be done with this representative In Kuala Lumpur, In which returnees wi11 be allowed a Nguyen Minh Quan, a 39-year-old 
last chapter of the Vietnam War, voiced a worry sharelI by officials final Interview with American offi-' mechanic, spent'nearly seven years 
the United Nations agreed at an around the region: "We hope it does cials once they are back In Vietnam. _. In a refugee cainp in Hong Kong with 
international meeting last month not boil down to the model that you Such a policy would add one more his wife and two children before giv­
to cut off fmanclng for the camps have seen In Hong Kong, where pro- Incentive to return and would ad- Ing up and returning to Hanoi last 
on June 30. The people who remain testing refugees are carrted horizon- dress concerns ~ Washington that . November . 

. in the camps are no longer consid- tally onto airplanes." . '. some refugees have been unfairly When a Vietnamese-speakiilg 
ered eligible for resettlement, and ·'rIte longer that people have re- denied asylum. . United Nations monitor named Dirk 
officials say the only option for the malned In th~ camps, the more des- In a. carefully worded statement . Hebecker visited blm last month, he . 
Vietnamese now is to go home - perate their fears have become. last month, the Vietnamese Govern-. made no pretense about being a polit-
willingly or. not. There haye been riots In.' camps In ment suggested that such Interviews lcal refugee; "Things . were hard.' 

This .week officials here plan to Malaysia and the Philippines. The might be possible Within the frame-. here back then," he sald of his depar- . 
march as many as 500 holdouts police have used teargas an!ibatons work of the Orderly Departure Pro- ture In 1988. "We'were looking for a . 
onto a ship and send them back to battle protesters In Hong Kong. In gram, a statement that one Western better life." • 
across the South China Sea - the Indonesia two years ago refugees set dipl?mat called "hi~ly signlficant." When . they ~ame stranded in' 
largest single grpup yet to be sent themselves on fire to Protestllians to Vietnamese ,offICials are con- Hong Kong simple Inertia kept'them 
home and the firSt boat people to send them home. cerned that "Track 1.1" could compli- there. . ' 
be returned by sea.' . .. cate. the already delicate task ,?f re- "You kiIow, you get used to it;" he 

Vietnam, while still Communist, settlmg reluctant returnees. It is said. :'You get attached to the place . 
has changed, refugee officials say, Camps Are Closed very dangerous. veI.;y dangerous to you're In. It becomes a habi~" 
and the last 35,000 people In camps give them hope that they can still go 
around the region are not true To All Visitors to America," Mr. :rue sald. ~'lnstead 
refugees fleeing rep.ression but of settling In, they wi11 speiId the day Countin' g'. the '. C·ost. "We need help herel" one man th redlnf t fth United States "economic migrants" Who do not ga e ron 0 e 
have a claim to resettlement In the called out to reponers as Philippine Embassy asking for visas and creat- Of a' Pe' ril.· ous Tn~p 

officials prepared to send a plane- . di rde " 
West. load of refugees back to Vietnam In Ing so r. refu .. "We have tn'ed to make I't very The fate of the returning gees' Like other returnees,visited on·this 

February. "Help! Helpl" . d Ii tha h d clear to them: there is no more is a e 'cate issue t as cause day by Mr. Hebecker, Mr. Quan had 
. And another sald: "We w. on't be ala' V' tn 0 'inP& • d j b d I'YIn ·th hope," said Rear Adm. Yaacob bin' rm among Ie amese em ".~ not ,oun a 0 an. was I g WI safe In Vietnam. We're scared." . II I th . H. J. Daud, the 'director of the Ma- groups as we as pan c amoIY: e relatives. In a long and relaxed con-

laysian Government task force.on Here In Malaysia, In Thalland, the people who remain In the camps. But .versatlon, he Volunteered that he.had 
refugees.' "They cannot extend Philippines and elsewhere, officials United Nations offiCials Insist they had no difficulties with local officials." 
this thing anymore," . have closed the camps to visitors as are tracking the returns closely and H~ said he .. had received a $960 . 

It may still be many months . they lobby Intensely to persuade the have. found no cases of political per- resettlement,. allowance from the. :::=-===:..J refugees to leave without a struggle. secution by the Government. . United Nations for.his family of four o. 
before the camps are. empty, but "We are talking to them." Admi- Catherine Bertrand, the United . and $550 from the Hong Kong ·au- , 
with the cutoff in International fi- ral Yaacob sald. "We have gone deep Nations refugee ~ency's represent- thorities as an Incentive to volunteer. 

. Into their hearts to tell them: 'This is ative In Hanoi, sald a team of seven to return. nanclng, conditions in the camps f k del .. '"n· i . '11b . . I h h the tiIfte to go. I you eep a,U'6' t foreign monitoring officers, all fluent "That's not peanuts In this coon-
wlln ~~~:~~~~as~~e~~t is will oniy get worse:" , in Vietnamese, had Interviewed . try," Ms. aertrand sald In deScribing' . 

d Since the Communist takeover of' 23,000 returnees since 1989. i 'We are . grants that can add up to well over a preparing to receive, process an s· In 1975 th 800 000 
resettle a flood of reluctant return- &gon ,more an , witnesses. that these people have re- year's pay. "It gives them the means 
ees, many of them hostile or bra- Vietnamese have passed through the turned to Vietnam and have not been' . to find anoth~r job or help them stan 
k . .. ·th h camps in Southeast Asia, most on 0 persecuted for. leaving iIIegally," she to build. a house or buy a field or stan en m SPInt, many WI out omes th· tI t In th U 't 
or jobs to return to. elr way to reset emen em- Said. a small business." But like many 

"The last ones will be the most ed States, Canada, France, Australia Returning refugees receive cash other refugees, Mr: Quan said he had., 
and other "third countries." assistance and loans from the Uni.ted . used the money not to begin a new difficult," said Nghiem Xuan Tue, T th ti f th N d E U a e consterna on 0 ese ations. an the' urope .. an mon., life but to suM·ve. . who oversees the return of refu- th flood f bo I countries, e 0 at peop e and theIr nome commuru.ties. rece. Ive People like M·.r. Quan and hl's fa'm-

gees for the Vietnamese Ministry tin d through th d d d hi' I cal 0' . con ue e eca es, an e p ~or 0 construction Rro,ecis ily gained Iittlefroni their aspira-
of Labor. '''We will try.our hafllest. In 1989 a screening system was set that IS Intend.ed to cUShion any re- . tions for a better life. The peril" ous 
The most imponant thing is for d' hich th W uld th als up un er weest \yo ac- sentment agaInst e new arriv '. · .... :ooat )' ourneys, the wasted years In a 
their local. community to welcome cept only true refugees Some 115 nn,o . 

. ....., ''-: ,re{ugee camp ,and the hardships 
them as long-lost relatives who people were deemed to be econOmic- . . 'their return have left them mostly 
have come home." migrants and were refused resettle- Nat All Succeed . . 

ment. As of this month, about 77,000 worse off than they were before. . 
He said Vietnam had stream- 0 In R tartin' L' Those. who remain In the camps 

lined its procedures for processing of these had been ·sent· h01De by . es gives today may face 81i'even rougher final 
the returnees and was prepared to plane. Though most returnees have man- chapter, ·Mr., Robiitson said. 
receive as many as 3,600 a month, aged torestan their lives with the "The piCture 'of people· being 
straining its bureaucracy and so- S 'al P help of their famities and communi- dragged cfY\ng and screaming to 
ciaf services. peCI ressure ties, Mr. Tue sald: "There are 25 to alrplanes may become not the occa-

"It will be a monumental under- In Hong Kong' 30 percent who are not stable. They' sional exception but the norm," he 
taking," said CounRobinson, an keep thinking abOu.t leaving again. sald. "These are people who are es-
American consultant to the United This policy has helped bring a vir- Some are lazy. And' some who. left sentially Innocent of any crime. No 
Nations High Commissioner for tual halt to boat departures from here with criminal records must now matter what we feel about their sta­
Refugees. "This population has' Vietnam. Since 1989 most refugees face justice." . tus - !10 matter whether they are 
been in the camps for seven years have' left by plane under the Orderly There are many kinds of prob-. actually refugees or Dot - that is 
now, and if we know anything Depanure Program. i lems, Mr. Robinson sald, Inclu~ still very sall .. :~ "<: 

Continued on Page AIZ, Column 4 
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Clinton veto of abortion bill bodes tar-reaching political effects 
By ADELLE M. BANKS 

.I I' 
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WASHINGTON (RNS) - President Clinton's veto Wednesday (April 10) of a 
proposed ban on a controversial late-term abortion procedure has highlighted an 
emotional moral battle that may have profound implications for the 1996 presidential 
race. 

Condemned harshly by groups ranging from the National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops to the Christian Coalition and praised by religious and secular groups that 
favor abortion rights, Clinton vetoed legislation that would have made it a crime for 
doctors to perform a third-trimester procedure known as "intact dilation and 
evacuation" - what foes called "partial-birth abortion." 

If it had not been vetoed, the legislation would have been the first congressional 
ban of an abortion proced,ure since the U.S. Supreme Court upheld women's right to 
abortion in the 1973 Roe vs. Wade decision. . 

Opponents of abortion rights said the procedure is tantamount to murdering a fully 
formed human. Clinton argued that while he, too, abhors late-term abortions, the 
procedure is necessary in a small number of cases to protect the life or health of a 
mother suffering the effects of a dangerously difficult pregnancy. 

Immediately after vetoing the measure Wednesday evening, the president put a 
personal face on the debate by introducing several women who had undergone the 
procedure after learning of dire health problems with their fetuses. 

''This terrible problem affects a few hundred Americans every year who 
desperately want their children, are trying to build families, and are trying to 
strengthen their families," Clinton said. "And they should not become pawns in a 
larger debate, even though it is a serious and legitimate debate of profound 
significance. f1 

Clinton said he vetoed the ban because its supporters did not include an exception 
for "serious, adverse health consequences to the mother." The proposed measure 
would have allowed the procedure if the mother's life were in danger, but did not 
make a broader exception to cover cases where the woman's health -- but not life -
was in jeopardy. 

The procedure involves partially extracting a fetus, feet first, and then collapsing 
the skull in the birth canal by suctioning out the brain. 

Spokespersons on either side of the debate variously described Clinton as an 
extremist and a protector of sound public policy. 

"Even though it (the veto) was promised '" we are shocked that he could put 
himself on the side of what is virtually infanticide," said Helen Alvare, planning and 
information director of the pro-life office of the National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops 

"I think it means pro-lifers have gained the moral high ground in an even stronger 
way- They have shown that the other side is more extreme than their ordinary 
rhetoric would reveal. It will bea black mark on the pro-abortion group and the pro­
abortion president that wHllast a long time_" 

But An;1 Thompson Cook, executive director of the Religious Coalition for 
Reproductive Choice, a group representing 38 Christian and Jewish religious 
organizations, said those who supported the ban are exercising only "partial 
compassion." 
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"They're not compassionate toward the women who do what can only be called . 
soul-searching at this moment, and it's not compassionate toward the fetus that is in 
severe circumstances," she said. 

Cook said giving the govemment an opportunity to "second-guess" the decisions 
of women, their families and physicians is inappropriate. 

"It can only impose somebody else's religion for the government to say one thing 
is right and wrong in all situations," she said. 

Ban supporters, including Sen. Majority Leader Robert Dole of Kansas, the 
expected Republican nominee for president, intend to make Clinton's action a key • 
issue in the 1996 election campaign. Dole said CHnton has "embraced the extreme 
position of those who support abortion at any time, at any place and for any reason." 

"It will be very hard, if not impossible, for Bill Clinton to look Roman Catholic and 
evangelical voters in the eye and ask for their support in November," declared Ralph 
Reed, Christian Coalition executive director. "By allowing that procedure to continue 
unchecked, President CHoton has disappointed and deeply offended one of the 
largest voting blocks in the electorate. Bill Clinton has done more today than 
jeopardize the lives of unborn children, he has jeopardized his own chances of re­
election. " 

Gloria Feldt, president-elect of the Planned Parenthood Federation of America, 
said she, too, expects that voters will be reminded of the veto closer to Election Day. 

"I'm sure that anti-choice groups will try to make it an issue," she said. "This is not 
an issue for Congress. This is an issue for doctors and for their patients." 

John C. Green, director of the Ray C. Bliss Institute of Applied Politics at the 
University of Akron in Ohio, said the debate over the procedure will likely help 
RepubliO?ns and hurt Democrats as they attempt t6 attract swing voters. 

"The Catholic swing vote among those people who might be influenced by this 
type of issue may amount to 5 percent," said Green. "In a real close ejection, you can 
see how that could make a difference one way or another." 

Beyond the political rhetoric are the sheer emotions that are evoked by 
deScriptions of the medical procedure and the conditions of the fetUses that prompt 
its consideration. 

The women who met with Clinton shortly after his veto described the torment of 
the doctor's-office visits when they learned that the child they looked forward to 
bearing was no longer a healthy fetus. 

Claudia Ades of Los Angeles, Calif., said she and her husband implored 
physicians to help them. 

"We begged for a cardiologist or a neurosurgeon or someone that could fix my 
baby's brain or the hole in his heart," said Ades, who is Jewish. "I say this for the 
people that say that we don't care and for the people who say we don't want our 
children, and for the people that say we have no spirit or no soul or no religion." 

Ban supporters, describing the procedure in explicit detail, say they can't see how 
it can improve the mother's health. 

"Once a woman has vaginally delivered a child fourpfifths of the way, to say that it 
is medically necessary rather than to just deliver it another couple of inches ... defies 
common sense," Alvare said. 

Clinton explained in a letter Wednesday to Cardinal Joseph Bernardin of Chicago 
why he had used his veto pen. Bernardin was among those who supported the ban. 
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"These are painful and sobering issues," the president wrote. "I understand your 
desire to eliminate the use of a procedure you see as inhumane. But to eliminate it 
without taking into consideration the rare and tragic circumstances in which its use 
may be necessary would be, in my judgment. even more inhumane." 

### 

OMMENTARY: Who's the victim here? 
B DICK FEAGlER 
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(Die Feagler is a columnist for the Cleveland Plain Dealer.) 

(RNS) The long mugging of Bernie Goetz continues. 
Twelve y rs ago, Goetz shot four kids on a New York subway train. The kids 

were after his allet. Now, one of the muggers is back and he's better armed and 
more ambitious. J"his time he's packing a lawyer and he wants $50 million. 

After the mom t that made him notorious, self-defense became Goetz's career. 
His batting average f self~preservation shows him two for three. He kept his money 
in the subway. He b t an attempted murder rap in criminal court, But he was 
convicted of having an nlicensed firearm and served eight months in jail. Now he's 
back where he started i 1984 with the same hostile stranger reaching for his wallet. 

But plenty has change in America since Goetz earned the nickname "subway 
vigilante." Many states hav passed laws allowing citizens to carry concealed 
weapons. This is not a happ evolution. Even the people who champion these laws 
would have to admit that they present a breakdown of civil order. They are a 
symbol of too many bad guys a d too few cops. 

In the days of the old West, a era could ride into a town and tame it. The 
Hollywood historian who wrote the estern persuaded us that a town could be tamed 
in one dramatic gunfight. When the oke cleared, the bad guys who were still alive 
high-tailed out of there. They didn't ha 9 around to declare victimization and go 
shopping for defense lawyers. 

But these days the script sometimes kes a startling new turn. After a crime is 
committed, roles are often swapped. The . timizers of the first act become the 
victims in act three. A magician with a law d ree takes their vice and, Presto!, 
reverses it. 

In Philadelphia the other day, convicted cop 'lIer Mumia Abu-Jamal filed a $2 
million suit against National Public Radio for first reeing and then refusing to run 
his commentaries recorded on death row. Abu-Jam I alleges he is the victim of 
artistic censorship. 

I am an NPR fan and have, from time to time, unlo ed commentaries on that 
network myself. But I joined those who protested the ide that a cop killer would be a 
welcome addition to the stable of NPR blabbermouths. 

My reasons were admittedly simple. I thought it would be ough on Patrolman 
Daniel Faulkner's family to twirl the radio dial and encounter t regularly scheduled 
musings of the man who killed him. There was no talk of giving ulkner's wife equal 
time, and Faulkner himself is obviously unavailable for comment. 

In the face of a lot of flak, NPR backed down. 



• 'CivUiz.· ., ed, society,' :~~i:=~~~.;~: 
Since then, of course, government· , ,. t has aggressively expanded into such an exp~nsI'7ie concep areas as income redistribution, . y I business regulation and education, 

... I ' not to mention the subsidizing of a 
. ~ vast array!>f special-interest pro-

; ti.:aphen Gold 'Ibpay for this, the federal gov- griuns. 'Ib pay for these, govern-
~- ernment collected a mere $1 per ment expanded its ability to collect 

'1\5' mericans work hard for their 
"money, ve. ry. hard .. So it's not· 

.,. ti$lgtJ;.atmany_ofusare 
- disCifuraged to discover we must 
toil an average of two hours, 47 min­
Utes every eight-hour work day just 
to pay our taxes -':" more time thai1 

· we spend wor,kingforfood, clothing 
, and shelter combined; That's the 
, latest figure fi-orii th¢ 'nix Fbunda, 
• tion, which this nlorningwill for-

mally announce this year's tax Free­
, dOni Day - the day the average 
, American can expect to quit work­
, ing for Uncle Sam and his counter-
• parts at the state and local levels and 

start working for himself. 
. But not everyone gets.angry. Last 

year, advocates of big government·, 
complained publicly that 'nix Free-

; dom Day only focuses on one side' of 
the fiscal equation, that is, the rev. 

, enueside. What about the return on 
, oUr money, they demanded .. As IRS 
: commissioner Margaret Richard-

son (quoting Justice Oliver Wendell 
: Holmes) observed last year at this 
, time, "'!axes are what we pay for 
, civilized society!' 

Of course, she didn't mention that 
· when Holmes made this observa­
: tion in 1904, the average Ameri­
: can's total.tax burden was about 7.6 
, percent of income. 'Ibday,America's 
: total·tax burden hovers around 3S 
, percent of, total income - not 
, including the high (and very real) 
: cost of tax compliance. 

Thx advocates will counter that 
: more taxes simply mean more (and, 
: by implication, better) government. 
: "Every nickel that goes in comes 
, back in some way or another:' Citi­
: zens for Thx Justice's Robert McIn­
: tyre told the media last year after 
, the Thx. Freedom Day announce­
: ment. In a broadside 'against the 
: concept of "tax freedom," the Des. 
, Moines Register defended the Cur­
: rent level of taxation by touting the 
, value of such programs as natioIiill 

defense, public schools, police and 
:. fire protection, national parks, roads. 
, and highways and safety nets for the 

disadvantaged. . .. 

capita in 1790,.almost all from taxes, mainly through the income 
duties on imported goods. In today's tax (1913) and payroll tax (1935). 
dollars. that's·roughly $IQ per per- Altogether, total taxesin 19.9.6 aver­
son.- a truly economical path to age' almost $8,500 per person, .an 
civilization.. inflation-adjusted increase of about 
. A little over a century later, .when 1,900 petcentover ,1900. levels,.. ..' 

Oliver Wendell Holmes joined the So. are' we more. civilized -
Supreme Co1J11:, ~t's prime . indeed, 1,900 peri:erit.more·....; thaD 
missionremained centeredonnation- before? Wen, we ~t the Nazis and 
al defenSe, law andoIder, roads and the Soviets: We epd~ segregati~n. ' 

mail deliVery. These' would confrrm Justice 
The federal Holmes' view of the pui'pose for 
government taxes. 
had also Yet to imply that every dollar in 
.entered the taxes today is necessary to maintain· 
business . of our civiliZed society is to ignore gov­
public laJid ernment's inevitable waste, its 

. management, bureaucratic inefficiency, and the 
agriculture and constant political shuffling of money 
regulation of to favorite targets. How much of the· 
interstate com- money sentto Washington could be 

nterce; Yet by contemporary stan- more wisely used by the families 
.dards govel"lllIlimt was still small, and individuals if they were allowed 
unobti'usive, and cheap. By 1900, the to hold onto it? 
total cost of all government had risen· The current level of taxation in 
to $21 per capita (about $425 in America-the highest ever accord· 
today's dollars), a third of which was ing to 'nix Freedom Day measures.,.... 
for administrative pmposes. should be a part of any future debate 

Here, then, was Justice Holmes' in Congress over tax reform. Fbr its 
turn-of-the-century vision of the part, the American public needs to 
price of civilized society. Maybe it decide what' it expects out of gov­
was overpriced, considering that ernment, and what it's willing to pay 
the taxes used to create Jim Crow . for this. In other words, Americans 
laws and Supreme Court cases like need. to rethink Justice Holmes' 
Plessy vs. Ferguson (a.k.a. "sepa-' observation, and clarifyourvision of 
rate .but equal facilities") served what will be needed to make a civi­
more to set civilization back. Blit lized society in the 21st century.-

'MONPAY, APRIL 15, 1996 . 

, . Everyone has a list of publicI, 
: funded items he or she believes IS . 
: 'necessary. The ,question iii, how ... _ ....... 
, much government spending do we . 
: really need? How much tax collec-
, tion does it take to achieve a "civi-
: liZed society"? . ", 

Justice Holmes probably saw civ­
: ilization centering on a stable system 
· of governance that protects life, lib­
: erty and property and provides due 
- process of law to its citizens. Based 

.: on.this view, of course, the United 
: States was civilized at its founding. 
, The central government created by 
; framerS of the Constitution was, to 
· say the least; minimaUst. A little 
: defense, same minting, a few roads' 
: and canals, and ajudicial and postal 
: system. No large transfer payments, 
, noregulatory agencies,no funding of 
: the arts; humanities, or sciences. 
, Still it was, to be sure, civilized. 

'. Stephen Gold is associate direc­
; tor and communications director at 
, the 'lax.Foundation in Washington. 

, .. " 



The crimes of 
teen· pregnancies 
The teen-age birth rate in the 

United States d~lined fol- two 
years in 1993 and 1994. That's 

promising, for the record. The 
reductions are slight, but at least the 
numbers seem to be mOving in the 

age boys. Many of them will be what 
John Dilullo, Princeton professor 
and intellectual crime-fighter, calls 
"loveless, godless and jobless:' These 
.young men, says Mr. Dilullo, are 
likely to become "super predators:' 
violent young lI\en without the sUght-right direction. 

But then you eS!constlence.Noneighborhoodwlll 
see the fine print. be safe thim such foul children. 
The 'number of One such'teen-agerrecently stole 
births decreased my neighborll pocketbook. He did­
only to older n't have a knlfe or a gun; he merely 
teens, ages 18 and cracked' her jaw with his fist and 
19. Babies born to knocked her out. He did notseem to 
teens younger think he was doing anything 
than,17 actually "wrong!' 
increased, refiect- Then-age Sex is 
ing a growing dangerous not only 
population of for a young per-

SUzanne· younger girls who son's health but the 
R Id are what we now health of our socl-
_e-,-_8 ___ euphemistical\y, ety because ·trop­

cal\ "sexual\y ble is reproducing 
active." trouble. Such rag-

If your eyes glaze over at the sub- ing hormones 
ject of teen-age pregnancies, other seeking immediate 
numbers might wake yOu up to a gratification may 
special alarm. The number of girls ,even be, addictive 
aged 14-17 will Increase by more (without, artificial ' 
thail a million between 1996 and additives). But no 
20OS, and sexually-active unmar- rich tobacco cor­
ried teen-age girls are less likely poration Is avail­
than married women to use contra- able to p,ay the costs of sexual irre­
cepti ves, according to Child 'frends sponsibility. Of.le generation's sexual 
Inc. a non-proHt research organiza- promiscuity becomes the next gen-
tion in Washington. . eration's crime wave. 

That means that the increasing., Social predators often become 
numbers of children born to children sexual predators. The mlijority of 
are likely to repeat the ilevastating the fathers of babies born to teenage 
cycles of almost everything bad - girls are more than three years 
teen-age pregnancy, school failure, older than the girls they get preg­
early behavioral problems, drug nant. The Urban Institute reports 
abuse, child abuse, depression and that three-quarters of the girls 
crime. As the numbers of girls undertheageof14whoaresexaal­
increase, so do the number of teen- ly active say they were forced by 

their /lrst partner to have sex rela- ' 

Suzanne Fields, a columnist for 
The Washington Times, is nationally 
syndicated. Her column appears here 
Monday and Thursday. 

tions. This Is statutory rape, but 
who's around to say so? ' 

When Jerry Lee Lewis, the rock- , 
and-rol\ploneer, married his 13 
year old cousin in 1958, he created 

an international scandal that might . 
have cost him the lasting fame that 
fell to Elvis; many music historians 
thhik Elvis hit the jackpot with 
Jerry Lee's nickel. He was· ostra­
cized even though he married the 
young girl he "goliri troUble." So 
quickly has the culture changed that 
now we keep stati~tical tables to 
demonstrate how many teen-age 
girls get pregnant by older men. 

How did this come about? Obvi­
ously there are many cultural 
streams that swell the running river 
of teen-age sexuality. Custom rather 
than coercion Is probably a likelier 
force to rein In sexual drives, but 
custom proscribing sexual activity 
for· teen-agers has gone with the 
winds of personal liberation and 
media-saturated sex desire. "If It 
feels good do It:' has become, "do it 
and see if it feels good." 

So that leaves coercion. Prosecu­
'tors In California; 
where more than 
70,000 babies were 
born to teen-age moth­
ers in 1993 (nearly 
28,000 were 17 and 
younger) are now 
charging men in their 
20s who get underage 
girls pregnant with 
either statutory rape 
or lewd sexual activity 
with a minor. ThIs may 
frighten a few young 
,men who pursue what 
an earlier generation 
called "jail bait" or 

"San Quentin quail:' but it's not like­
ly to have a great impact on'out-of­
control male behavior. Requiring 
teen-age girls with babies on wel­
fare to stay in their parents' home, 
or cutting off welfare ifa woman has 
more than one or two illegitimate 
babies may coax some teen-agers to 
restrain themselves, but I wouldn't 
bet on that, either. n . 

John Updike, in an essay on lust, 
colorfully describes medieval prohi- , 
bitions against sex as "patchwork 
attempts to wall in the polymor­
phous-perverse torrents." We've 
replaced thqse prohibitions with a 
patchwork of laws to curtail children 
from having children. Maybe we 
ought to revive medieval patches, 

Infanticide as' health care? 
By Chris Smith 

P' resident Clinton outdid him­
self this week for sayihg one 
thing while meaning another 

- particularly when it comes to 
abortion. 

First, the president announced 
his veto of H.R. 1833. This bill, 
which passed by overwhelming 
mlijorities In both Houses of Con­
gress, would mercifully ban a prac­
tice known as partial-birth abor­
tion. Lest we forget, this is the 
procedure in which a living baby 
that is fully delivered - except that 
the baby's head is left within. the 
birth canal-Is killed via a scissors 
into the base of the skull and a suc­
tion catheter into the brain. 

In a statement to Congress 
accompanying his veto, the presi­
dent suggested that he really wished 
he could have signed. the bill. 
Indeed, he said he would have 
signed it, If only c,ongress had 
adopted an ostensibly 'benign 
amendment proposed by the presi­
dent himself. 

. The president was trying to get 
himself out of a tight spot. Had he 
simply vetoed the partial-birth abor­
tion ban, it would be hard to follow 
his political handlers' mandate that 
he must position himself as a "social 
conservative" to win re-election. But 
signing the bill would have alIenate.d 
many ofhis more radical supporters. 
They hate everything about this bill, 
even its name. They deny that there 
is any such thing as a "partial-birth 

. abortion:' preferringthe genteel and 
obfuscatory term "dilation. and 
extraction." But the most honest 
name of all for this procedure would 
be "partial-birth infanticide:' 

Hard-core abortion proponents 
hate this bill not only because they 
never met an abortion they could 
not support, but also because It 
exposes the dirty little secret of the 

Rep. Chris Smith Is a New Jersey 
Republican. 

abortion industry: The baby dies. 
Our president's veto message par­

. trays his proposed amendment to 
. H.R. 1833 as necessary, to prevent 
"serious, adverse health conse­
quences" to women •. 

The president does this by, /lrst, 
professing long-held opposition to 
elective, late-term abortions. Then 
he contends that his amendment 
would make H.R. 1833 constitution­
ally permissible, under the "health" 
exceptions of Roe vs. Wade. In mak­
ing this plea, Mr. Ctinton tries to 

Abortion proponents 
lUlte this bill because it 
exposes the diTty little 
secret of the abortion 
industry: The baby 
dies. 

sound pious and.compassionate: He 
misses the mark by a mile. 

The centralfiaw in the president's law schools, and a 
argument Is that he simply Ignores man· whom the. University of 
the constitutional case law dealing Arkansas Law School saw Ht to 
with abortion._~I::n;:?~=.'=?1 employ as a professor of constitu-
the companion tional law in his Hrst year out of 

f~e~CIO;Uirtlliiiilli~ 'school -the very year Roe was 
a decided -wQuld he 50 IInawantDf 

how the Supreme Court defined 
"health:' 

'TIInnescapable conclusion is 
that Mr. Clinton is, yet again, talking 
thim both sides of his mouth on the 
subject of abortion. When he con­
demns elective,late-term abortions, 
whl e s p n 
homage to the all;Permlsslve 
"lie81th" exception of ROe and Doe, 
he IS trying to say one thing to those 
Americans who are troubled by 
abordon, While dOID§ something 
else. I hat "something , is a badly 
disguised effort to gut Congress's 
effort to abolish a particularly bar­
baric form of child abuse. 



The United States should also utilize next • 
week's meeting between~etarY ~ Stare ' 

, Wairen Christopher and Cbin~' Vice' ~ , 
mier Qian Qichen to once agam urge China 
to use its influence with Pyongyang. to co~­
sel restraint At a time w~en ~e ~cult1es 
in our bilateral reJatiOnsbiPWith BeI)lDg are 
'threarening to swamp the relationship, ~ 
meeting provides an important opportunrty 
to coordinare policy in an area where ~e 
uinted States and China share a common m-

- terest. To be sure, China's clout with the 
North,has declined in recent years, primarily 
because of its now flourishing economic rela­
tionship with the South. Nevertheless, it re­
mains an imporiant lifeline for food and fuel. -
And the Chinese military is probably the only 
one in the wOrld that maintains regular chan- , 
1iels with the North Korean J;Pilitary, a keY. ' 
iristitution in Pyongy;mg's decision-making, 
matrix.Th~:faci:~ suggest that'Olina's: 
potentialiyhe!pfulroleshoUld be a key,~ , 
ponent in a U.s.-South Korean strategy to 
deal with ,the current challenges.. " 

Even with this' cancerred diplomatic cam- ~ 
JlCIiin, "fare;' may prevent North Korea from: 

, formally rescinding its repudiation of thear- ~ 
, mistice;But:whetherit'sthrough a face" 

Saving "cltirifieation;· by private assurances 
oi'Simpry 'by' the' absence of future ihcidents; : 
the North Win,be atile to commurucate thatit ;, 
bas absilrlJe<!. the imified meSsage frOm the; , 
United States and its allies. ' 

Evenif.a return ,to the status qU,oan,te: 
can be achieved, which seems likely, .; 
the recent eVents ,in the DMZ ate a ' 

sOber reininder that the Kor~ I~ilinsulll'~ , 
, remaIns a very dangerousj>lace. WliiJe-the'~ 

, 1994 aDd 1995 agreements have Significant-" 
Iy difIliniShed the nucIear threat to " , '. ',' .. , ,~., 

, the conventioDaI threat remai!Js great oIi a " 
peninsula where, almOst ,two niiIliori' aImed l 

men confrOntEiach other. Yet th~ ~ no~~ 
going diploma,tic process either", to resolve . 

, the confIict«, .short Of that, to agree on cOn-.i " 
fidence building measures that would make:; 
the Situation less dangerous. ' 

AStonishingly, the' only peace proposal: 
currently on the table is the North's long·': 
standing and unacceptable ,offer for Qi!ateraJ ::, 
peace negotiations. When PreSidents Clinton :; 
and Kim meet. theY should give priority to ~ 
discussing mech3nisms and means for initiat -::; 
ing a peace procesS.. Mally different propos-:: 
als, i'angingfrom' a: top-down approach' (a ':' 
high-level sununit meeting to jump start the ' 
process) toa bottom-up, incremental ap-~' 
proach based On confidence building meaS-'" 
ores,canre imagined. The South should.; 

, clearly be in the I~ in any peaCl! initiative,'; 
with ~p'port and facilitation as appropriare:' 
from the United States ,and others;' , ," 

No' one, who has lollowed the twistS and". 
turns Of North-SoutIi reiatiOOs siIice. the 1ie-;: 
ginning Ofthek dialogue in ,theearly~97OS; 
Can,be overly sanguine a!iQytthe short~term~­
prospects for a dramatic breakthrough. As..~ 
suming that the North is even willing to eJr~ 

, gage'in a genuine peace process, rather than::; 
a propaganda exercise, the likelihood is that-. 
any negotiating process will be long and tor- ' 
tuous. But the alternative to trying is so un" • 
attractive-the perpetuation of an inherent: > 

ly dangerous conflict on the Korean~' 
peninsuJa";:"'that the Republic' of Korea and:: 
the United Stares owe it to their respective' 
publics to try. ' 

'. , 

...... . 

'lJt 



MARY McGRORY 

. Clinton VetosCatholicVoters. 

I HAPPENED to be at a party for • 
Commonweal, the liberal Catholic periodical, . 
the night that Bill Clinton vetoed the ban on 

late-tenn abortions. The reaction was 
consternation, dismay, anger. 
.' "D~ppoillthlg" WaS the mildest word; "dumb" 
, the mo,st frequently heard. Margaret Steiufels, 
Commonweal editor, defined the sense of 
betrayal. "When he said that abortion should be 
'safe, legal and rare: we all believed him. ' 

, 'f onlght, a liberal friend called me and said, 'How· 
, can I passibl vote for . . ~,. --

•. t was a chance for him to draw the line, to 
IciId and. say, 'We go this far and no farther,' " 
mourned anotlier guest. "He blew It." one of two 
priests in tlie room undertook some sort of a 
defense for the president. "It was made on 

I 

Mary McGrory is a Washington Post 'columnist. 
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Clinton Vetos Catholic Voters . . 
McGRORY, From Cl 

Brown and his friends were 
pictured in tributes at a memorial 
service at the Metropolitan ' 
Baptist Church, as happy, iulfiUed, 
prosperous h~ beings, fathers 
who take their children to pickup 
basketball ganies and riotous . 
lunches I!t a seedy cafe; who meet 
at the best clubs, and plot and spin 

. and scheme and laugh. It was a 
show of blacks without bitterness. 
It comfortejl them, made whitel\ 
feel better. . , 

Clinton stinted the BroWn family 
nothing: Lincolrt's catafalque, full 
military honors, final fulsome 
eulogy. Clinton c'ame home from a 
funeral fit for a president and . 
turned around and gave Catholics 
the back of his bane[ £k a 
baCk seat to Kate Mi and 

, the other abortion adVocates. . 
Clinton chose consistency over his 
co~tment to tiIDlJn: abo~o!1', 
Soriie, Of CQUrSe, b e hiS Wife. ' 
. Militant feministS are like the 

NRA: Theyfipt like steers 
against sensible prOhibitions in 
regard to gwis and abortion, 
respectively. The NRA sticks up 
for the abominable assault weaPon 
for fear that a ban wouldchip,away . 
at their obsessive concern with the 
right to bear armS. The National 
Abortion and ReproductiVe Rights 

'. .'. '., . 

Action League defends a 
procedure so harrowing that even 
agnostics or pro:ct\oice voters are 
repelled by it. The baby is dIawn" ' 
tliiough the birth canal feet first. 
The cranium is crushed and the 
contents of the brain are drained 
out. In an editorial in the current 
Commonweal; Margaret Steinfels 
asks the key question: "\!bY does a 

Militant feminists 
'are like the NRA: 
They fight like 
steers against 
sensible ' 
prohibitions. 

Dr. DaVid Walsh, chair of 
Catholic University'riJepartment 
of Politics, where he presided over 
a forum on nexf year's Catholic 
vote, says the president made "a • 
major niistake. This could be a .• 
crystallizing issue. It will come 

, back in all sorts of ways. The 
Clinton vote could be seriously 
eroded." Commentator Mark 
Shields, who spoke at the forum, .: 
summed up the paradoxical nature 
of pubUc opinion on abortion: 
"Whenever the debate is focused 
on the decision, made by the 
woman With her conscience and her : 
doctor, pro-choice winsever.y tUne. 
But when it is about what is being 
decided, pro-life comes into its 
own." 

What discourages ~mocrats is 
that Clinton was making progress . 
with CathoDes, esPecia1Jy Irish . 
Catholics, who appreciated his .: 
efforts to bring peace to Belfast. And : 
the bisl)ops, in a guide to Voting, told :. 
their flock to ~e the records of· ; 
candidates 011 many social issues, not . 
just abortion. Plus, many Catholics· ' 
aren't crazy about Bob Dole. They 
have an antipathy to Newt Gingrich 
and social ideas that differ sharply 
with theirs. That leaves Clinton, But 
if the first Tuesday in November is 
cold or rainy, they might not get out 
of bed for someOne who let them . 
down so hal1[ 

. ... ~ 

i 
!' 



exceptions when necessary to protect a mother's health. 
The bill did permit an exception if a doctor deemed the 
procedure necessary to save a mother's life. 

"My pleas (for a health exception) fell on deaf 
ears," Clinton said. 

Proponents of the ban said providing a health exception 
would have opened a wide-open loophole ..• A health 
exception is equivalent to allowing abortion on demand," 
Malloy said. 

Abortion-rights supporters accused anti-abortion forces 
of using this relatively rare medical procedure to inflame 
emotions against all abortion rights. 

"The real objective ... is eliminating women's access 
to safe, legal abortion ... This is manipulation and 
distortion. It does not talk about the circuInstances" of 
when partial-birth abortion might be necessary, said Jane 
Johnson, interim president of Planned Parenthood of 
America. 

Johnson said such abortions occur almost invariably 
because serious health abnormalities arise late in the 
pregnancy. 

From 500 to 1,000 such abortions are estimated to occur 
annually, although there is no official count. They 
typically involve fetuses aged six to nine months. 

At the White House ceremony, Vikki Stella of 
Naperville, m., talked about her abortion, which doctors 
said was required because her unborn son's cranium was 
filled with fluid and lacked brain tissue, the White House 
said. . 

"I didn't make the decision for my child to die. God 
made the decision for my child to die. I had to make the 
decision to take him off life support," Stella said 

According to the White House, the abortion was needed 
to protect Stella's health and life. Abortion opponents 
argued that if Stella's life was endangered, the ban would 
have allowed the abortion to proceed 

(EDITORS: STORY CAN. END HERE) 
A January polfby the Tarrance Group showed 71 percent 

of the public supported the proposed ban, although 
Americans typically'support abortion rights by 3-to-l 
margins. 

"It's always the case that around the margins, the 
public is much less pro-choice than usual. The public' is 
actually pretty ambivalent about abortion. Many people 
believe simultaneously that abortion is murder and a woiDan 
has a right to choose," said Clyde Wilcox, a Georgetown 
University professor of government who monitors abortion 
politics. 

"It's hard for anyone to listen to a description of 
the procedure without getting uneasy about it," Wilcox 
said "The qucstion is, who would want to make it an . 
issue, really? Dole might want to make the veto the issue, 
but if he takes a really strong pro-life position, that 
puts him further away from the majority of the American 
people (on the general question of abortion), and that's 
not in his interest." 

But Christian Coalition Executive Director Ralph Reed 
predicted that Clinton's veto would hurt him politically. 
"It will be very hard, if not impossible, for Bill 
Clinton to look Roman Catholic and evangelical voters in 
the eye and ask for their support in November," Reed said' 

Clinton to stop in Detroit to highlight trade policy 
By Janet L. Fix Knight-Ridder Newspapers(KRT) 

WASHINGTON In the midst of the pomp and-circumstance 
of President Clinton's visit to Japan next week he plans to 
stop off at a Chrysler showroom to check out some American 
wheels. 

The purpose of showroom visit is to reinforce an 
argument that the White House is making with increasing 
urgency in recent days that Clinton has managed trade 
with Japan better than any recent president. 

This Friday, Clinton is expected to tout the early 
success of his landmark auto trade pact with Japan in a 
White House show-and-tell complete with vehicles on the 
lawn. His aides claim the deal is Clinton's crowning 
achievement in trade. 

The planned showroom visit is a coup for Chrysler and 

a big disappointment for Ford, General Motors and 
Each lobbied hard in recent weeks to persuade Clinton 
visit one of their Japan showrooms. 

. Clinton's hard sell on the auto pact is designed to put 
. a positive spin on his trade record and increase his 
chances of reelection. 

He's expected to gloss over the fact that no progress 
is expected during next week's trip on continuing trade 
problems with Japan. But some say Clinton's management of 
Japan trade is far from perfect. 

"The auto deal has produced positive results, but it's 
not nirvana," said Clyde Prestowitz, head of the Economic 
Strategy Institute. 

•• And we sti11 have enormous trade problems m 
semiconductors, photo f11m, insurance, glass, and airwles 
and Japan's market remains very difficult to penetrate . 

for outsiders," Prestowitz said. 
But Clinton is sure to emphasize the positive. 
Two successes: A 46 percent jump in sales to Japan last 

year by U.S. auto makers and the significant reduction in 
the regulatory hurdles auto makers must go through to 
import cars to Japan. 

. And, while U.S. auto makers are not thrilled with the 
trade pact with Japan, they'll cheer Friday when Clinton 
releases the fU"st review of the deal. 

Each company will park on the White House lawn one of 
the right-hand-drive vehicles they have designed for 
release in Japan's market. . 
. But the automakers remain concerned that Japan has not 

done enough to open its market. They say the government 
has not done enough to convince Japanese dealers that it's 
OK to sell U.S. autos. 

Through the six months that ended in February, U.S. 
auto makeis had found only a handful of dealers with 29 
showrooms' interested in selling their vehicles. 

But Clinton's visit to a Chrysler showroom, begrudged 
by competitors, is a sign thAt Clinton will avoid coming 
down hard on the Japanese and will instead focus on 
Japan's progress. 

Here's why: Chrysler recently announced that it added 
54 showrooms in March almost doubling the number of 
showrooms U.S. auto makers had at the end of February. 
Technically, Chrysler's deal was completed after the 
period Under the current review by Clinton. 

Also by yearend, Chrysler expects to be marketing five 
right~hand drive vehicles in Japan more than it's 
competitors. 

"Chrysler has had more gOod news in this area," said 
Chrysler spokesman Chris Pruse. "We're delighted the 
president will highlight our success." . 
. "No question, each of the auto makers have had 
successes in Japan," said Marie Kissel, Japan analySt for 
the American Automobile Manufacturers Association.···Of 
course, we'd like to see more." 

Family, friends say fareweD to Ron Brown By 
Angie .Cannon and Miry Otto Knight-Ridder 
Newspapers(KRT) 

WASHINGTON It was th~ kind of funeral Ron Brown 
would have loved 

More than 4,700 people crammed into the beautiful 
National Cathedral on Wednesday at a majestic sendoff for 
the charismatic commerce secretary, who was killed with 34 
other people in a plane ,crash last week in Croatia. 

It was a star-studded event. O.J. Simpson lawyer 
Johnnie Cochran was in the second row. Stevie Wonder was 
there in a long, dark coat with rhinestone buttons. Colin 
Powell sat a few rows behind President ClintOn. 

The church was filled with Democratic politicians: a 
host of U.S. senators and representatives, Detroit Mayor 
Dennis Archer, former New. York Mayor David Dinkins, 

. Washington Mayor Marion Barry and the Rev. Jesse Jackson, 
among others. 

Business executives, media heavyweights, civil rights 
leaders and federal workers also came to say farewell. 

"And as I look around, I see that all of us are 
dressed almost as well as he would be today," President 
Clinton quipped about the fashionable Brown during the 



guilty pleas don't reflect the breadth of your 
Johnson said. "In your position, you 

:pri,eiollS1y pursued a course of personal gain for you, 
family and your friends. You have stained them, as 

well as yourself and the high position you held." 
But Rostenkowski sees himself as having been singled 

out for conduct that had been common among his House 
colleagues. "When they read what I pleaded to they would 
say, 'There but for the grace of God,"' he said 
Wednesday. 

"I was there 36 years. They changed the rules 30 
times. I can honestly say I was not fully cognizant of the 
rules and where there where changes, maybe I was brazen, I 
ignored it." 

Mondale says U.s., Japan will reaffirm security 
ties at Tokyo summit By Michael A. Lev Chicago 
Tribune(KRT) 

TOKYO After butting heads for several years on trade, the 
United States and Japan have found an issue they can use as 
the centerpiece for a relatively harmonious summit meeting: 
the continued use of American troops to protect Japan. 

In advance of President Clinton's arrival for a state 
visit, U.S. Ambassador Walter Mondale met with reporters . 
Wednesday and painted a rosy portrait of U.S.-Japan 
security relations. He said the two nations had rethought 
their defense relationship in th.e post-Cold War era and 
have agreed to reaff'um close ·ties. 

Putting a positive spin on the summit meeting, 
especially during an election year, is good politics, but 
it isn't always an ac!)urate reflection of U.S.-Japan 
relations, which are strained by trade friction. That is 
one reason why the pre-meeting talk is focusing on 
security. . 

An agreement concluded in time for the summit' includes 
a deal to diminish the American military presence on 
Okinawa, a lesult of massive protests by Okinawans who say 
the 27,000 American troops stationed on the island 
represent an oppressive occupation. The protests .were 
triggered by the rape last year of a 12-year-old girl by 
two U.S. Marines and a' sailor. 

"We have taken the outrage in Okinawa as a signal that 
the U.S. and Japan must very seriously look at our 
presence on Okinawa," Mondale said. 

He declined to disclose details of the Okinawa 
agreement but said Defense Secretary William Perry will 
make an announcement when he arrives in Japan ahead of the 
president's scheduled arrival Tuesday. 

The Y omiuri newspaper in Japan said the United States 
plans to return 12,350 acre's'of land to its owners.1he'-~ - -_., 

newspaper said there are no plans to return Futemma Air 
Base, which Okinawans want because it is located in the 
middle of a city. 

Mondale said the rape incident has led unexpectedly to 
a significant strengthening of the security relationship 
between the two nations. 

"Beginning with the outrage over the rape in Okinawa, 
a great debate was opened up in Japan," Mondale said. 
.. It went beyond that to the question of the security 
relationship and its importance." 

Mondale suggested that after the rape, when 'Okinawans 
began demanding that American troops either leave Okinawa 
or greatly diminish their presence, Japan had the chance 
to re-evaluate whether it wants to house 47,000 American 
troops. 

Japan's answer was that the United States should not 
reduce its military presence because of continued 
instability in Asia. That turned out to be all too true 
because of menacing behavior recently by China and North 
Korea. 

But because Japan engaged in a debate about its future 
security ties, Mondale said, Japan's decision to renew 
ties takes on greater impact. 

"I think (we have) seen a very positive series of 
debates and steps that strongly reaff'um the 
relationship," Mondale said. 

Among the concrete steps expected to be announced 
before or during the summit between Clinton and Prime 

Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto is a new military 
.. cross-servicing" agreement, Mondale said. It would allow 
Japanese and American troops to share supplies and . 
hnsportation and cooperate in other ways during training 
and humanitarian missions. 

Such cooperation had been impossible in the past 
because many politicians interpreted Japan's peace 
constitution as precluding any .. collective" defense 
activities. 

On the trade side, Mondale was more cautious in his 
assessment of relations. The Japanese market, he said, is 
more open than·before to American companies but trade 

, barriers remain. One indication of progress, Mondale said, 
will be the release of a report Friday in W.ashington that 
assesses last year's auto-trade accord with Japan. 

He also said there may be pre-summit progress on 
renewing an agreement on semiconductors and on a dispute 
over a previously agreed-upon insurance deal. 

On the semiconductor issue, Mondale said he expects 
industry officials to work out a deal that both 
governments would endorse. But there is no progress in a 
dispute over American access to the Japanese photographic 
film market, he said, adding, "We. will continue to press 
them." 

Mondale also commented on a speech given recently by a 
Japanese trade official who suggested that the era of 
bilateral relations on trade issues is over, and that 
future discussions will be held multilaterally through the 
World Trade Organization. 

Mondale said Clinton and Hashimoto plan to reaff'um a, 
reliance on bilateral relations to deal with trade 
questions. 

"It will be very clear both nations welcome and expect 
bilateral negotiations," he said. 

Clinton vetoes late-term abortion biD By Robert 
A. Rankin Knight-Ridder Newspapers(KRT) 

WASHINGTON President Clinton vetoed. a bill Wednesday 
that would have banned a particular kind of late-term 
abortions, saying the prohibition would harm women who have 
little choice but to resort to the grisly medical procedure. 

"These people ha.ve no business being made into 
political pawns," Clliiton said at an emotional veto 
ceremony at which five women recounted the medical 
problems that caused them to 1erminate their pregnancies. 

But Clinton's veto which he said came after months of 
study and prayer ensures that the abortion issue will be 
injected more forcefully into the presidential campaign 
this year. ' 

-- Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole, the Republican running 
against Clinton, co-sponsored the bill Clinton vetoed. 
Dole immediately blasted Clinton for rejecting "a very 
modest and bipartisan measure reflecting the values of a 
great majority of Americans." 

Anti-abortion activists were likewise 'critical. "We 
think.the Clinton veto on this will come as a surprise to 
many people, because he has tried to portray himself as a 
moderate on abortion, saying he wants it to be safe, legal 
and rare," said Maureen Malloy, a lobbyist for the 
National Right to Life Committee. "This really shows him 
to be in the pocket of the abortion lobby." 

Nevertheless, Clinton's veto is expected to stick. ' 
Although the ban cleared the House on March 27 by a vote 
of 286-129 nine more than needed to override a veto it 
passed the Senate by only 54-44, far short of the required 
two-thirds majority. 

The bill would have banned .. partial-birth abortions," 
defmed as those taking place when a doctor .. partially 
vaginally delivers a living fetus before killing the fetus 
and completing the delivery." 

PrOponents of the ban said the procedure painfully 
kills a fetus whose arms and legs typically are wriggling 
outside the birth canal until the doctor shoves scissors 
into its neck, then vacuums out its brains. 

Opponents said the procedure is sometimes necessary to 
protect a mother's health in pregnancies gone awry, and is 
integral to a woman's right to choose abortion. 

Clinton said he vetoed it because it failed to permit 



vetoes 'partial-birth abortion' bill By 
Jouzaitis Chicago Tribuoe(KRT) 

WASHINGTON Intensifying an emotionally charged 
election-year debate over abortion, President Clinton on 
Wednesday vetoed a bill outlawing a late-term abortion 
procedure, saying the measure lacks an exception for women 
facing "serious, adverse health consequences." 

Clinton announced the veto flanked by five women,. 
including one from Naperville, m., who tearfully 
recounted past decisions to undergo the procedure because 
of profound fetal defects. 

Abortion rights groups praised the veto as a 
politically courageous act protecting the health of women 
carrying abnormal fetuses. Anti-abortion grouPs and 
Catholic Church officials, including Joseph Cardinal 
Bernardin of Chicago, decried it for allowing a procedure 
they called brutal and unjustified. , 

It is unlikely that the veto can be overriden by a 
two-thirds majority in the Senate,where the bill passed 
in December by a slim 54-44 margin. 

. The measure represents the first congressional attempt 
at criminalizing a particular abortion method since the 
Supreme Court legalized abortion nationwide more than 20 
years ago. It is aimed at a method described as a 
"partial-birth abortion" by opponents because the 
procedure involves pulling a fetus' lower body into the 
birth canal. 

The bill would have permitted the method to be used if 
a woman's life was in jeopardy and no other medical 
options were available. A broader health exception aought 
by Clinton would have allowed it in cases where a woman's 
life was not endangered but her ability to bear children,.' 
for example, was at stake. 

Supporters say the method is rarely used about 500 
times a year in the U.S.; though opponents say the number 
is probably aomewhat higher. 

The women at the signing were brought to the ,White 
House with their families by, an abortion rights group. ' 
They said the' procedure had safeguarded their lives and 
fertility. Several had become pregnant again and one, 
Vikki Stella of Naperville, gave birth to a aon three 
months ago. 

Such deeply peraonal stories have played prominently in 
abortion rights groups' lobbying to defeat the measure. 
They have used the accounts to blunt the impact of graphic 
pictures of late-term abortions wielded by opponents. 

Kate Miche1man, president of the National Abortion 
Rights and Reproduction Action League, praised Clinton,. 
saying, "This is a time when the president stood for 
principle and women's lives and health." 

The veto was a risky decision for Clinton in light of ' 
the fact that polls indicate most Americans oppose the 
procedure. 

"Catholic voters are obsessed with this issue," said 
Washington-based political analyst Stuart Rothenberg. ' 
"The church's hierarchy is enraged. They. may well cause a 
major stink and attempt to po1arize the Catholic 
rank-and-fIle." 

The veto could give Republicans ammunition against 
Clinton, who won 
a plurality of Catholic voters in 1992, in their efforts to 
portray him as a liberal who only talks like a moderate. 

A vocal opponent of late-term abortion, Chicago's 
Cardinal Bernardin reacted to the veto Wednesday by 
accusing Clinton of ignoring "an unusual consesus" among 
Americans against the .procedure. 

"There is no justification medically, legally or 
morally for allowing such an abhorrent procedure to be 
performed," Bernardin said. 

Chairman of Chicago's Harza Engineering Co. !to­
Victim of Croatia Plane Crash By Kenan Heise, 
:Chicago Tribune Knight-RidderlI'ribune Business 
News 

CmCAGO-Apr. 10-John A Scoville, 63, chairman of 
Hana Engineering Co., died April 3 in the plane crash in , 
Croatia which killed 35 people, including Commerce Secretary 
Ronald H. Brown. 

Mr. Scoville oversaw all business operations of the 
SIlO million, employee-owned, international engineering 
and environmental consulting firm based in Chicago. 

A resident of Wilmette, Mr. Scoville's mission to 
Croatia was to help rebuild that country by restoring . 
telecommunications, rebuilding dams, laying roads and 
rebuilding factories. 

His fum had earned an international reputation for its 
innovative problem-aolving in civil works. He was known in 
countries such as China, Pakistan' and Egypt for his 
expertise on hydroelectric power projects. He oversaw the 
Ertan Hydro-Electric Project in Sichuan, China. The 
double-curve arch dam is the largest of its kind in the 
world and represents a partnership between local engineers 
and international consultants. ' 

Mr. Scoville had been working with Pakistan's Water and 
'Power Development Authority since 1959 and had been 
involved with a hydropower project on the Indus River in 
Pakistan. 

It was in working with Chicago, however, that he 
attained a long-standing and multi-talented reputation in 
dealing with urban problems. His fum devised the Deep 
Tunnel Project to build 110 miles of tunnels to combat 
water pollution. Under way since 1975, it is one of the 
world's largest civil works projects. His fum alao was 
key in reaolving the Chicago freight tunnel flooding in 
1992: It developed bulkheads at 26 locations where the 

, river in~cted the tunnel system ao it would not happen 
again. ' 

"That company helped us tremendously," Mayor Richard' 
M Daley said "They brought people from around the world 
dealing with that situation. " 

Mr. Scoville graduated from Dartmouth College in 1954 
and eained a master's degree from Thayer School of 
Engineering in 1955. Before joining Hana in 1957, he had 
worked with Ohio Oil Co. and the Army Corps of Engineers. 

Survivors include his wife, Elizabeth; three aoDS, John 
A. m, James C. and William H.; a daughter, Susan Cotton; 
a sister; and four grandchildren. 

Visitation will be from 3 to 9 p.m. Thursday in 
Donnellan Family Funeral Home, 10045 Skokie Blvd., Skokie. 

Servces will be private. 

Economy picks up steam but risk of overheating 
appears slim' By Tim Jones Chicago 
Tribune(KRT) 

cmCAGO Inflation, forever looming in the weeds as a 
menace to the economy, is expected to establish a aomewhat 
higher profIle as the Labor Department reports March figures 
on producer prices Thursday and consumer prices Friday. 

But even as inflationary pressures increase, economists 
do not see any immediate indicators that the economy is in 
danger of quickly overheating. 

The bulk of what the inflation numbers likely will 
reflect is dramatically higher gaaoline prices and more 
modest hik,es in food prices. Although those two 'highly 
visible indicators strike a chord with consuiners, they do 
'not neceasari\y indicate a long-term, fundamental change in 
the economy as a hike in wages would. 

"There's no reaaon to think that inflation is an, 
imminent problem. This is the result of a supply shock and 
not excessive demand," said Robert Dederick, economic 
consultant at Northern Trust Co. 

"But it doesn't take much in the way of growth for 
aome stress to appear," he said "At the moment it 
doesn't seem to be occurring, but certainly the risk is 
there because the economy is operating at near full 



capacity. . .. Farther down the road, the possibilities 
become higher and higher." 

This is a familiar refrain. With the March unemployment 
rate at a relatively low rate of 5.6 percent, job growth 
increasing and inflation remaining low, the economy is 
walking a tightrope with regulators trying to keep the 
balance through tight monetary policy. 

For the moment, the numbers suggest the Federal Reserve 
Board will maintain the monetary status quo. Although 
there bas been no sign that the central bank is about to 
act quickly to keep inflation in check, economists said 
other early indicators of inflationary trouble will be 
watched closely. 

"Inflation at the fmished-goods level is a lagging 
indicator," said Dana Johnson of First Chicago Capital 
Markets Inc. "What we would see fust is a pickup in 
production, consumer spending and employment. 

"This is not an economy that is running on all of its 
pistons right now." 

The expectation of inflation growth came Wednesday as 
the government reported a mixed bag on worker 
productivity, considered a key indicator of Americans' 
standard of living. The Labor Department said workers 
posted their best performance in three years but 
productivity tailed off as the year ended. 

Non-farm productivity the measure of output per number 
of hours worked grew 1.1 percent last year, the largest 
gain since the 3.2 percent boost in 1992, according to the 
report. 

"The setback in the fourth quarter was hopefully a 
temporary and not a permanent change. I think one should 
expect a slow rate of increase in productivity during the 
first half of this year," said Sung Won SOM, chief 
economist at Norwest Corp., in Minneapolis. 

The new year began with robust growth in employment 
figures, an average gain of 206,000 workers during each of 
the first three months. But the potential benefit to 
productivity was held back by the harsh winter weather and 
a strike at General Motors Corp. facilities that all but 
shut down its production and affected related industries. 

Causes for the 1995 overall boost in productivity are 
in dispute. Some economists say it is the product of 
economic recovery, but others say it is due to greater 
efficiencies at businesses that have restructured their 
operations through layoffs and improved technology. 

Dederick said the economy is "close to the 
acceleration stage," but he and other economists note the 
impact of longer-term interest rates, which have risen 
dramatically this year, will likely dampen consumer demand 
for automobiles and housing. That should go a long way 
toward controlling inflation. -- --- . _. --

"No one is expecting any surge in the inflation rate 
anytime soon, especially if you look at the economy in the 
global context," Sohn said. "The worldwide demand for 
goods and services is not that strong." 

Defiant Rostenkowski returns to Chicago By 
Michael Tackett Chicago Tribune(KRT) 
. WASHINGTON The scene at Morton's ~d been repeated 
too many times to count: Dan Rostenkow!lki holding forth at a 
table, tossing back a couple of glasses of gin and then . 
enjoying wine, a sirloin and asparagus with hollandaise sauce' 
and hash browns, 

In another time, the former congressman's companions 
might have included the chairman of a powerful 
corporation, one of its top lobbyists or another tiian 
from Capitol Hill. . 

But Tuesday evening, just hours after the moment of his 
greatest humiliation, he was surrounded by a more personal 
group: his former longtime assistant, Virginia Fletcher; 
his daughter, Gayle; and a lawyer, Nancy Luque. 

The picture was at once defiant and revealing. Though 
he had just pleaded guilty to two felonies, agreeing to 
serve 17 months in prison and pay a $100,000 fme, he 
didn't want to appear to be hiding, But unlike his other 
dinners at Morton's, this one was more to commiserate than 
celebrate. 

On Wednesday, he was back in Chicago, awaiting 
assignment to a federal corrections facility, During an 
interview, he sought to clarify some of the issues i.n the . 
case denying, for example, that he had rejected a much 
better plea bargain two years ago and offering insight 
into why he admitted guilt now. 

In the end, Rostenkowski said, it was the cumulative 
weight of the investigation and the personal and fmancial 
toll that it took on him and his family that led him to 
recant his early assertions of total innocence. 

"I'm two years older into this thing," the 
68-year-old Rostenkowski said in the telephone interview. 
"You become apprehensive even picking up the phone. Every 
phone call is' a bad phone call. You are laughing on the 
outside and dying on the inside." 

And he admitted that some of his actions were clearly 
wrong. 

"I always said I violated House rules, but was not in 
violation of the law," Rostenkowski said. "But my 
lawyers later explained to me that a jury could conclude 
that I had violated the law." 

For instance, Rostenkowski admitted that he had 
purchased with federal funds commemorative chairs that he 
later gave away as personal gifts. "There's no question 
about the chairs," he said. "The chairs are a violation. 
No doubt about that" 

He emphatically denied that he had ever rejected a 
plea-bargain agreement in May 1994 in which he would have 
been forced to resign from Congress, spend six months in 
jail and pay a $38,000 fme. 

Such a deal repOrtedly was negotiated by Rostenkowski's 
lawyer at that time, Robert Bennett. Rostenkowski sai\f he 
did not believe that Bennett ~d engaged in face-to-face 
negotiations with prosecutors, including U.S. Attorney 
Eric Holder. 

"I would consistently say, 'Have you talked to 
them?'" recalled the fonner chairman of the House Ways 
and Means committee. "(I would say) Bennett ... I know a 
little about negotiations. If you can't look them in the 
face, you don't know, you can't see their body language. 

"One thing I felt was unfair here was in the press you 
,would see that the deal was to resign, serve six months 
and pay a fine," he said. "That never, never took 
place." 

A federal source with detailed knowledge of the 
negotiations, however, said Bennett had met several times 
with Holder and other prosecutors and they had agreed to 
such a six-month deal. 

"The notion that there was not a six-month offer is 
preposterous," the source said. The only nuance was that 

. the agreement had not been put -into writing and approved 
by the attorney general. But the source said Bennett had 
conveyed the offer to Rostenkowski verbally. 

Rostenkowski said Wednesday he had contemplated a plea 
agreement back then that would have forced his resignation 
and required some commitment to community service. The 
government apparently never considered such a deal, 
however. 

When the initial reports of it proposed plea agreement 
surfaced in 1994, Rostenkowski said he would not accept 
it. He dismissed Bennett and vowed to fight any charges, 
retaining Chicago lawyer Dan Webb. 

A federal grand jury soonretumed a 17 -count felony 
indictment against him, accusing him of converting nearly 
S700,OOO in federal and campaign money to his personal 
use. 

On Tuesday, Rostenkowski pleaded guilty to two felony 
counts, agreeing to a 17-month prison term and a SIOO,OOO 
fine, He also has incurred an estimated $2 million in 
additional legal bills. 
_ Though the original indictment against him was broad in 
its reach, including charges of obstruction of justice and 
conspiracy, the charges to which he pleaded guilty 
involved using public funds to buy personal gift items and 
using the mail to make payments to federal employees who 
did no official work. 

Prosecutors and U.S. District Judge Norma Holloway 
Johnson were steadfast that his wrongs extended far beyond 
the plea agreement. 



By Warren P. Strobel 

,J;:J" TH::';':t~:ion yesterday ve-

~ 
toed a bill banning partial-birth , 

' abortion~, Thll move enmged pro- . 
life activists, but the White House, 
defended it as necessary to pre-

, U 
serve a rare and lifesaving proce­
dure. 

'Ib soften the politic8l fallout, 
Mr. Clinton held a White House '= ceWhreemth°e'nrYtoat Wha,hi, 've

Ch 
fthive

e 
,wopromCeedn due-re i.. scribed ~~~,!,lIey agonized over 

O when they discovered that their fe-
, tuses were severely deformed and 

~, 
. their own lives perhaps in danger. 

"This affects staunchly pro-life 
families as well as people that are 
pro-choice:' the president 'said 
after vetoing the measure. "Tl!ey 

O never had a choice." 
Mr. Clinton's words did little to 

..Q ', dampen th~'~g~~'~f abortiOnop-
ponents. 

"Bill Clinton has taken his veto 
,.,.. , : pen and pointed it like a dagger at \t" the hearts of the innocent unborn:' 

said Ralph Reed, executive direc­
tor o( the Christian Coalition, who 

~ 
called the president's action "a 
brazen betrayal of his solemn 
promise to make abortion rare." 

O 
In a statement that underscored 

the issue's election-year power, Mr. 

I 
) Reed said: "It will be very hard, if 

• ... not impossible, for Bill Clinton to . aJ look Roman Catholic and evangeli­
cal voters in the eye and ask for 
their support in November." 

~ Senate, Majority I,eader Bob 
. ~ Dole, who has locked up the Re-

publican presidential nomination, 

:= said Mr. Clinton "apparently be­
lieves,in abortion on demand:' 

O. see VETO, page A18j: .. _1 
I ) VETO 

The bill that the president ve-

Pro-life activists cry 'betrayal' 
concern for families fighting that are in this position fell on deaf 

. medical tragedies over the cyni- ears," 
cal, election-year ploy of politi- The bill's sole exception was in 
cians advancing this legislation:' cases where the mother's life was 
she said, in immediate danger. ' 

Mr. Clinton's action coUld have Mr. Clinton pressed Congress 
serious political reperCUssions. . for broader language that would 
His stance has angered many , allow partial-birth abOrtions when 
Catholics, who' make up sizable· there' was a serious threat to a I 

. parts of the electorate in Midwest- women's health. Critics lam-
ern states such. as Illinois, Ohio pooned this, saying such a sweep-

, and Michigan that are vital to the ing exemption would· allow for 
president's re-election. cases where a girl would not fit 

In a statement yesterday, Cardi- into her prom dress or a woman 
nal James A. Hickey, the arch- had a headache. 
bishop of Washington, said: "If we 'The president rejected that 
deny the humanity ofa child as it characterization of his position. "I 
is being born, whose humanity will said, 'No, no, no. I will accept 
be denied next? Thoughtful Amer- language that says serious, ad­
icans should keep this in mind as verse health consequences to the 
they ponder their choices on elec- mother;' "he said. "Everyone in the 
tion day:" .' world 'Will know what we're talking 

Privately, White House advisers about." . 
argue that Mr. Clinton's action will With Mr. Clinton standing be-
not change many votes, ,Most hind her in the Roosevelt Room 
Americans do not want govern- yesterday, Mary Dorothy Line, a 
ment intrusion into ,personal de- Catholic, described how she and 
cisions on abortion, while Catho- her husband discovered that the 
lics are not single-issue voters, boy she was pregnant with had hy­
they say.' . drocephalus, a condition in which 

The White House also accused the brain cannot develop because 
Republicans of using the issue as of too much fluid. 
a politcal. wedge. She said that not only was there 
" Mr. Clinton complained yester- . no hope for the fetus, but her own 

day that "the emotional power of' health would have been in grave 
the description of the procedure danger if she carried the child to 
... was so great that my plea just term. 
to take. a decent account of these • Julia Duin and Laurie Kellman 
hundreds of families every year contributed to this report, 

.,e lIMlJbtgtot! m"Uttte 
THURSDAY, APRIL 11,1996 " ;§ From page Al ' 

• toed would have made it a felony 
for doctors to perform a rare but .. ~ __. 
gruesome procedure. Latejn preg-

U 
nancy, .the fetus is pamally deliv­
ered and then a hole is punched 

. into its skull and its brain is sucked 
out through a tube. " . 

The measure passed March 27 
by a 286-129 margin in the ~ouse, 
where 290 votes, or two-thirds of' 
those present, are needed to over­
ride the president's veto. Pros-

. pects for an override are far dim­
mer in the Senate, which approved 
the legislation 54,44 in December. 
There, 67 votes are Ileeded to over- . 
ride, 

Rep. Charles T. Canady, Florida 
Republican, who ,sponsored ~e 
House measure, said he would dis­
cuss with House' GOP leaders an 
attempt to override the veto, 

"By vetoing this bill today, Pres­
ident Clinton showed that he be­
lieves that abortion should receive 
the absolute proteCtion of the law 
_ at any stage of pregnancy, for 

, any reason, and' using any 
method:' he said. 

Kate Michelman, president of 
the National Abortion and Repro­
ductive Rights Action League, 
praised Mr. ClintOii. "The presi- . 
dent has chosen C?mpassion and 
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Taxicab 

• nommee 
accused 
of graft 
Ex-driver trainer 

. denies payoffs 
By Brian Blomquist 
fHE -..oTOll RIIU 

Mayor Marion Barry" nominee 
to head the D.C. 1bicab Commis­
.ion Wepl.Iy aold prolpCCtiWl cab­
drivers cards wrifyina: they bad 
attended his trainlna cIau ..... 
though llIey hod no~ • former taxi 
driver IWCU'I in a writlm state­
ment now in police pDSICUlOIL 

The fonner dri~ Sala Khatrak 
or ArUnrton. said he knows 10 tui 
driven who purc:bued the atten­
dance cards from N~ Sullivan 
for 5100 to S200 apiece about two 
)'ears 8,0. 

In order to tab the D.C. cab­
drivers' exam. aDd become a U­
censed taxi driver. an appli<:ant 
must complete me course, taught 
at the University of the District of 
Columbia, before receiving the at­
tendance cards. Mr. Sullivan 
taught the coune from 1988 to 
1993. 

Mr. Khanak, 25 •• student at 
American University who quit 
drivinB cabsabout a ye.ar1lO.1Iid 
in his statement that Ak Sullivan 
sold anendance certilic.ltioD 
cards, allowinK applicants to by. 
pass the course and IJO straia:ht to 
the driver's exam. 

Mr: !(hanak's I1atemcDt, dated 

sre TAXI. pag~ AIO 

Rwandan 
.s. 

linked to 
massacre 
Ex-minister faces 
war-crimes probe 

An international wa:r-crimca tri­
buna! is investigatinl a Rwandan 
now livins in Wrodo. Tcxu. for bia 
reported role in • 1994 musac:re 
that left thousands dead. 

Human nahla activists and war­
crimea imatiptDn aay EUza· 
phan Ntakirutimana. wbo until 
last year was an Adw:ntilt min­
ister. is IUSpCCted of inwJYaDCnt 
in the massacre or 1\&lIis who had 
SQuabt refule iD _ church in 
Kibuyo prefecture.. 

"The tribunal is investiptinB 
what happened in Klbuye, and 
Eliz.aphan Ntaltinltimana i, on the 
list of persons praumcd 1UiltY."' 
said Alain SlaB, spokesman for the 
International C:rimiDaI 'DibuDal 
for Rwanda. whicli .... " based in 
Arusba. 'IUlzania. Tbe DibunaJ is 
connected with the International 
War Crimes Trtbuul in Tbe 
Hague. 

An invelttl_tor from The 
Hague came to the United SWeI 
in September to look iDm me cue. 

... RWANDA.,..,.A9 

" gill Clinton has 
taken his veto pen 
and pointed It Ilks a 
dagger at the hearts 
of the Innocent 
unbom ••• (In) a 
brazen betrayal of 
his solemn PIOmlse 
to make abortion rare." 

I 
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Clinton vetoes abortion curb 
President Clinton )'aterday we­

"'"" • bW bonniJI8 pardaI-bInh 
abortions. The ~ enrqecl pro­
life actlviIU. but the Wbite Roue 
defended it .. neceaary to pre­
IeS'W: a rare aDd 1ifeAvtDa pr0ce­
dure. 

'Ib _ the poIitIc:aJ IlIIIouI. 
Mr. 0in1rlO bcld • Wblte Houle 
ceremony at wh1cb fiWl WOIDal de­
_bowthey_ .... 

Pro-life actiVists cry 'betrayal' In a ararement tbat undencorCd 
the iuue .. decticJn.-)urIXMW,Mr. 
Reed aaId, ·It will be...,. hard. If 
"'" ImpoaIbIe. tor BW eun"", 1D 
_RamaJlCoIhoIlcaDd..."..u· 
cal ¥otcn in the • aDd uk for 1bOIr_ ... _ 
__ Looder Bob 

Dale, who .... II>cIood up Ihe 110-
. publica praIdeaIlaIlIOIIIIDaIIoa, _ III: CIID1DD _y be-

_ ... .-... -demalId;. 

_VETO._A18 

A truly American life~ u.s. orders ouster 
of Sudan ·envoy, 
cites link to plot 

Commerce Secretary ROD 
Brown was laid to rat ,.ate:rdIy 
after a funeral at the Wuhina1Do 
National Catbedcral in wbleb 
Praident CintoQ W 4.700 JDOUrIto 
en in a bitrerlM:et farewdL 

l4r. Brawn" bearse wound Itl 
way .. Ar~ N.tioaaI Ceme­..... _ .. _tyneiol> 
borbood after an cxteoded flnaI 
expreuioa or warmth mHS respect 
unusual by me atandardI of cere-­
moniaI \YuhlltatOa. 

The motorcade moved put 
IrievinI raidmtl orlb.eSbawdU-

Brown buried 
after president 
leadsmouming 
_ who bmIed ............ !be 
lint black -.y of com­-... 

Killed wtlb 34 0Iben to • air­
..... c:rub \ut _ ... CI'ootIa. 
!be Army vetm'lUlwu buried with 
_tory booan .... ~ just 
beIaw !be 'lbmb ollhe U-.. 
.... eun ... ...-.edtlle&llded 1Iaa ..... B ...... _ Alma. 

At the catbedral, )k 0iIIlDa ob­
_ .... , ... iInND bad .. """ _life.. . 
~fa.:'~~ 
1IdYt.er .. a man wbo was driva .. _but ........ _ ..... ................... -'"­
are left bebincL" Mr. eun __ Iedpd • 

buae debt CD Mr. Browa. who wu' 
widely credited with ~ _ Ihe Democratic Party aDd 
_lhe_fartlle_of 
a Democrat mtbe White Houle for 

1ft BROWN._AIO 

U.N. 9iplomat tied to sheiks case 
"'!be UDlted States lntenda 10 re­

main firm in ill commitment m 

~=can~n:p~= 
priYi1caCi and immunities .c· 
c:reclited to the U.N. to UIC this 
o:MIIltrY.U a life ba~ or base Cor 
_. aaId J ..... P. Rubin. 
...,....... torlhe US. _ .. 
!be UDibld Natioaa.-

A Sudanele orrlctal at tbe 
UIllIOII _ ,....,..soy called 

:::~=":a'...~U::~ __ of..-activ' 

_.., M\: MobomecI. ~ ... Ihe 
_ -. !be diploma, will 
.... tbe ClDUdtry u arderwd In r. 
.....,. ... u.s.-..Il' 

'!'be cdfidal c:batpcl that Ibe a­
pu1sioo, wbicIl ... not oontated 
by. =""",,,,,,,,10_ 
uedbytbeUnhedStatalDacam­
~ to uncferDiifte Siidiri. 

Mr. Mohamed ~ anotlMr su-

...ENVOY.,..,.A18 

Many'question Dole 
for enlisting Mata1in 
Some blame Bush loss on 'Mrs. Carville' 

'!be ..... by Sen. Bob DoIe'a 
-_ .. rapMary MatalID. tile _ of _ 

-eamne. 
'''''.1

10
'" .... _­

.... _cIio­
boIIef aDd ... 
........... 110-
publicao om· __ tile 

.~ -.?" - PIoridfI GOP 
CIIalrmau'lbm SI.d ..... _1DkI __ MatalID. who ... deputy ell-
_ of ~. failed 

1:"~e::JoIIIiDIIhe DaIe''= ..... 
-00 • ICaIe of CIDtIID 10. wiIh 10 _1he .... 1IDpId _ tIIIa 

is • 14,- Me SI.se aid. -rbere II 
lillie _ ... 10" ..... *1 politi­
c:aJ ...... tho,but-. ... iou 
......... of ......... poUdc:ai 
opcnIhaCIIIQlll' lideottbeaiale.-

. ':. 

. . 
n.vtd Opia.. cbainnan of the 

W1ICOMin GOP. was equ.lly in· 
credulous. 

·"Didn't anybody take notes in 
'92?" he .. id. "Republicans must. 
be (expletive) nUlL. can't beUC¥e 
lL It Ihe 10 brilliant that we are 
eotna: 10 put up with a Mn. Car· 
ville- in our campaian? •••• don't 
kDow wbat-sbe brinp CD tbecable." 

The Dole campaip bu rrom !be ........... Iadood. _ 

aJIDIDUDlcat1cxu direc:tDr - con­
Iidered one or the IIIOR crucial 
and eaDitiw jobI: in a so-.tate 

COJDPOiI1> .... -- - .... __ MataliD .... bIDIed "'-"'1 
fUI ..... job. 

But. Ieftior Dole c:mnpaian or· 
ftdal aid privately that her role 
ill both IUatqy and communica· 
......... ,.. ..... _OUL 

MrI. Matalln aaId .... will join 
!be Dolocampaip. inJune. but the 
eeaior Dole o1fida1 aid it bu)'t:t 
10 be decided when Ibe .01 come 
GO tx.rd. She u·lCheduied tomeet 
wtm Mr. Dole.. campaiIJ1 man--

_MATAUN.,..,.A18 

Lawmaker turns to 'Toro~to blesSing'. ~!.~SID==-E --==~~:::;;;;~;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;=;:=:== 

As they uw their 15-year-old 
IOn" nfe ebbinl away In De­
cember. Rep. 1bny P. HaI1 and bis 
wife. Janet,. made a despente de­
cision .. 

They took Matthew Ha1l, 
critically ill with leukemia, 10 • 
church in lbronto. noted for re­
nwrkable nwni(cstations or tbe 
Holy SpiriL _ 

"'"1bere'a liii1inI" soins on up 
there and there .. power up there. 
mel • want my .... to ~ every. 
thinl that .. ava1lablc.'!' Mr. Hall 
.. id. 

1be youth enjoped a brief re­
miNion after the 1bronlO visit but 
has since relapaed. He's had the 
cancer for 3..,,)'Un. 

... can't uy 1bronto made me 
difference, but prayer did make 
lhe difference," the Ohio lJremI> 

Son with cancer 
still cling; to life 
aat said ... It was a little bit wild, a 
little bit crazy 1OITIetimes. but 
there was no doubt in my mind 
there was P'J'RI" there." 

One of the eight friends who 
also flew aboerd the private plane 
was R~. Frank R. Wolr, Virainia 
Republican. 

'1bny is one of my belt rriends. 
and be .Ued me CD 80'- Mr. \\bit 
aid. ". belicw in the pgwer 01 
pl'II)'er, and • tbin)I; It wu imp0r­
tant to 10." 

In viliting the 1brunm Airport 
omltim Felbnhip, the two can­

. lre:umcn Itcpped intoallhoRue 
for the worldwide Pent.ecOlltal· 
charisrrsallic movement that baa in­
fluenced millions, perticularty in 
the Third YArid. 

Bcina • ahowcue hal come at 
8DIDC cost. 1be 1bronm church 
... ojectc'd rrom ill denomination 
-the_orVUoeyard 
Cwrdoeo .. "-' Calif. _ 
lui: December. ror itl UPUIUaI 
metbodIi of prayer, prophecy and BeItway/A7 MelIOTmes/C1.'8 
interprcr.tioMof Scripture. Business' 87·'2 McMes/C12--13 

But the Halls wre open to it if Calendar ,.,, Nalion I A:H 

=a~~~e: Dassified/DI-5 ObiILaias/CB 
the cbun:h. then went to the home Comes I De Palla I AS 
01 the lead putor, the Rev. John Conwnentary/AI~ Sport./Bl-6 

. ~ au. wire. CalVI. for ~ • .sc./A2 SIocb/B11>1I 
"1'be rUllfIy bad done ewrery- . ~fM TaleNian/C14-1$ 

thina tbcy knew to do tor ,.~" EdiIonaII/A18 Wealher/AI, 
Mr.Amot1aaid.'"1hedocton_id ~/EI'" Wllekln:t/llll-24 
he bad two 'ftCb Co U~ and they Lonanes/C3 WOOd' AU.13 

g;~~~?!~~~ I ~1~lllln~lllmllli 
....MIl·U._AlB 7 OZ8~! 8704~ 7 



death, and Clinton recalled that Brown himself had visited 
former Republican National Committee Chairman Lee Atwater 
in the hospital and attended his funeral five years ago. 

.()-= 

AIDS IN MILITARY: One obstacle to congressional action 
on !he long-awaited budget bill is a 'new law requiring the 
Pentagon to discharge militaIy. personnel infected with the 
virus that causes AIDS. As part of a bill to fund much of 
the government for the rest of fiscal 1996, the Senate 
voted to repeal the requirement. But the House did not. 

When House and Senate negotiators start meeting next week 
to finish the budget bill, they' are expected to consider a 
compromise that would extend the deadline for discharging 
people with lllV. The law requires their discharge by Aug. 
,10. But Rep. Robert K. Dornan, R-Calif., author of the 
requirement, proposes changing the date to Jan. I, 1997, to 
allow time for senators who dislike the law to "get . 
educated on the pandemic." However, opponents including 
Senate Appropriations Chairman Mark O. Hatfield, R-Ore. do 
not think delaying the discharge is much of a compromise 
and will fight it when the talks resume. 

.()-= 

GETIING TOUGH: An arm of the Treasury Department is 
considering stricter fmancial reporting rules for card 
clubs to discoUrage money-laundering. The crackdown by 
Treasury's Financial Crimes Enforc.ement Network would stem, 
in part. from allegations of ~kjmmjng, cheating, stealing 
and payoffs' at the Bicycle Club, a Bell Gardens, Calif., 
card club seized by the federal government six years ago. 
Until now, Treasury has not imposed the rules on card clubs 
on the grounds that they are not like full-scale casinos, 
which provide a range of ftnaDcial services and take a 
percentage of the gaming transactions for acting as the 
"house." But now, authorities believe, the card clubs 
have grown to the point that they generate huge revenues, 
making them an inviting site for those who want to launder 
millions of dollars. Authorities also believe that the" 
clubs are more active in operations than merely providing a 
location for card players. The Treasury Department recently 
extended the more stringent rules to Indian gaming 
establishments. 

.()-= 

YIN'S BACK IN: The Republican half of the Yin.and Yang 
political odd couple Mary Matalin and James Carville is 
taking a senior position in Senate Majority Leader .Bob 
Dole's presidential campaign. Dole aides said that Matalin 
will have a .major role alongside campaign manager Scott 
Reed and Don Sipple, the campaign's top strategist.· Matalin 
served as President Bush's political director in the 1992 
campaign. while Carville was Bill Clinton's chief 
strategist. The Clinton reelection campaign has yet to 
carve out an official role for Carville, although the 
mercurial Cajun is in regular communication with the 
president about broad themes and strategies. Matalin will 
step down as co-host of theCNBC television program "Equal 
Time" to assume.her new role, although she Will continue 
to serve as host of a CBS radio show. 

Sweatshirt, Glasses Resembling Unabomber 
Sketch Found (Belena)By Maria L. La Ganga 
and Ronald J. Ostrow: (c) 1996, Los Angeles 
Times= 

HELENA, Mont. Federal investigators searching the . 
mountain-side shack of Theodore Kaczynski have discovered a . 
hooded sweatshirt and aviator sunglasses that closely resemble 
those worn by the elusive Unabomber the one time he is 
believed to have been sighted while placing a bomb. 

The glasses and sweatshirt were a' prominent feature of 
a sketch of the suspect that repeatedly has been 
circulated since February 1987 when a worker at a salt 
Lake City computer store reported that she !las seen a man 

with a moustache, dark glasses and a sweatshirt put 
IOmething under the wheel of her car in the store's 

. parkinS lot. The parcel exploded when another worker' 
the item. The woman is believed by authorities to be the 
only eyewitness to a Unabomber attack . 

Disclosure of the discovery came as the government, for 
the first time officially tied Kaczynski to the 
Ul)8bomber's full spree of crimes. Kaczynski has been 
charged with a single count of possessing bomb-making 
materials, and until now, the government has only 
unofficiallyliDked him to the full string of bombings and 
murders whose targets have included university professors 
and the mline industry. 

But in a court proceeding Wednesday, opposing a request 
by news organization to release documents in the case, 
government lawyers officially conflJlDed Kaczynski's status 
as a suspect in the full range of Unabomber crimes. 

In arguing that the documents shQuld .~ under seal, 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernard F. Hubley said government 
officials had promised the Kaczynski family 
confidentiality in exchange for their much-needed 
cooperation in the case. District Judge Charles C. Lovell 
ruled that promise should outweigh the public's right to 
immediate information in a case that has riveted worldwide 
attention to rural Montana since Kaczynski's arrest last 
week. Lovell said he would consider releasing the 
information next week. . 

The FBI's voluininous application justifying the search 
warrant for Kaczynski's cabin was sought·by news 
organizations, including the Los Angeles Times. The 
government objecteil to releasing the information, which 
"describes a senes of crimes occurring over an 18-year 

. period, including 16 bombings and three murders." 
"The FBI's overt investigation of Kaczynski's ties to 

sPecific bombing incidents is only a few weeks old, and an 
extraordinary amount of work remains to be done: Hubley 
argued in court filings. The media's "contention that the 
government's investigation is • essentially complete' 
simply ignores the reality of this case." 

Lovell also extended until Monday the period in Which 
federal agents can search Kaczynski's mountain shack. The 
search warrant had'been scheduled to expire Saturday. 

"There were explosive de.vices and components which 
have necessitated cautious examination by X-ray equipment 
at the place to be searched," Lovell said. "The presence 
of these devices caused some delay. in the exercise of the 
warrant and the colllpletion of the search." 

Meantime, sources familiai- with the investigation said 
that agents had recovered at least one manual typewriter 
from Kaczysnki's cabin in addition to the two typewriters 
whose discovery has already been reported. It could not be 
leamed, however, whether any of the machines has been 
identified as the typewriter used in writing the 
Unabomber's 3S,OOO-word manifesto, letters to newspapers 
and other type-written material recovered from bomb 
scenes. 

Last week, government sources said there had been a 
preliminary. match between one of the two machines found at 
Kaczynski's cabin and the Unabomber's writing. but that 
additional testing at the FBI laboratory in Washington was 
needed. 

At.the time, those officials estimated the testing 
would require two to three days, but now, several days 
beyond that time, the same sources decline to say whether 
any of the machines match or have been ruled out. 

(Begin optional trim) 

The sources aiso revealed further signs of Kaczynski's 
estrangement from his family. particularly his father who 
died in 1990. According to the sources, the suspect had 
told his family to use a special code when they were 
writing him about something "urgent and important." He 
instructed them to underline in red the postage stamp on 
any such correspondence to assure he would not ignore it. 

The sources, confirming an account fJrst reported by 
the Chicago Tribune. said that the family used the urgent 
red line when they wrote him of his father's death. 
Kaczynski objected to that use of the code, saying the 



to prevail over Clinton's veto, they asserted 
have scored political gains in the struggle for 

"ri",.ng' sympathies. 
"This debate has opened the eyes of many 'Americans. to 

how terribly unprotected unborn human beings are in this 
country," said Douglas Johnson, legislative director of 
the National Right To Life Committee Inc., an 
anti-abortion group. "Most Americans wrongly believe that 
abortion is not legal after the third month, yet these 
partial birth abortions are often performed not earlier 
than the rUth month and often much later." 

Clinton noted Wednesday he had hoped C-ongress would 
adopt an amendment to the bill that would have allowed 
exceptions to protect the health of the mother. While 
lawmakers would waive the ban in cases where the abortion 
is necessary to save the mother's life, they rejected 
efforts to add the waiver the White House sought. 

The Supreme Court, in its landmark Roe vs. Wade case, 
left to states the right to place limits on abortions 
after the second trimester of pregnancy the point at 
which specialists generally agree that a fetus could 
survive life outside the womb, given expert medical 
intervention. And currently, 41 states, including Ohio, 
have adopted restrictions on such late-term abortions. But 
to the consternation of abortion foes, almost all contain 
broad exemptions for abortions performed in cases where the. 
mother's health including emotional health is endangered 
by the pregnancy. 

Clinton Eulogizes Brown at Full-Honors Funeral 
(Wasbn) By Paul Richter= (c) 1996, LOs Angeles 
Times= ' 

WASHINGTON Former Commerce Secretary Ron Brown 
was eulogized by President Clinton as a "force of nature" and 
laid to rest Wednesday after a full-honors funeral procession 
that threaded its way through the bustling black neighborhoods 
and marbled monuments of Washington, symbolically retracing 
the path of his remarkable career. 

Brown's funeral the fifth official observance of his 
death in six days drew 4,300 mourners to the Washington 
National Cathedral, from top administration aides to such 
prominent black Americans as Gen. Colin Powell, former New 
York Mayor David Dinkins, celebrity lawyer Johnnie Cochran 
Jr., and musicians Stevie Wonder and Wynton Marsalis. 

But the words that drifted through the cavernous 
cathedral were joyous and playful, as well as melancholy, 
as they recalled a middle-class Harlem boy who came to 
embody black achievement as he became top campaign aide, 
Democratic party chief, lobbyist and cabinet secretary. . 

"He proved you could do well and do good he also 
proved you could do good and have' a good time," Clinton 
said of his friend, who died with 34 others April 3 when 
his plane crashed on a fog-swaddled Croatian hillside. 

Brown had laid in repose at the Commerce Department for 
24 hours Tuesday, atop a crepe-draped platform called a 
catafalque that was built for Abraham Lincoln in 1865. The 
line of mourners who came to see him was still making 
around the block at dawn Wednesday, despite an unseasonabl~ 
cold 

After Wednesday's service, Brown's mahogany cofl"m was 
lifted from a hearse at the gates of Arlington National 
Cemetery, and placed on a six-horse black caisson. The 
one-time Army captain was interred to strains of "Battle 
Hymn of the Republic." 

Clinton saluted Brown's abilities as he thanked him for 
restoring the Democratic Party after the shattering 1988 
election in a way that allowed Clinton to later win the 
White House. "Thank you: If it weren't for you, I 

. wouldn't be here," the president said. 
Clinton joked about the elegant tastes of Brown, who 

loved scents and expensive clothing, and ordered his 
shirts tailor-made. 

'I'm telling you folks, he would have loved this deal 
today," Clinton said. "Here we are for Ron Brown, in 
this national cathedral, with full military honors. ... 
And as I look around I see that all of us are dressed 
almost as well as he would be today." The remark drew a 

smile from Brown's widow, Alma. 
Clinton was seated with wife Hillary Rodham Clinton, 

and daughter, Chelsea, Vice President Gore and his wife, 
Tipper. Just across the aisle was Powell, who is still the 
subject of discussion 
if involuntarily as a possible running-mate for the 

presumptive Republican presidential candidate, Sen. Bob 
Dole. 

Brown's son, Michael, also remembered his Dad's playful 
side, and his warmth. 

Anybody who said Brown exemplified "grace under 
pressure," he said, hadn't seen his father play golf, he 
joked. He spoke of how close the family was, recalling how 
some people thought father and grown son were "weird" 
because they still kissed each other on the lips. 

At the family's request, Brown's funeral procession 
drove down Washington's Embassy Row, then east to the 
historically black Shaw neighborhood once called the 
"Black Broadway" before doubling back to cross once 
more by the Commerce Departni.ent. The gesture was to recall 
Brown's attachment to his roots. 

Brown's funeral was far from the most elaborate 
official funeral·in Washington has seen. He did not lie in . 
state at the Capitol, or receive a 21-cannon salute at 
Arlington. 

But the past week's series of memorial events, most 
presided over by Clinton, made it one of the most 
prolonged observances in the capital's history. Clinton 
remembered Brown in successive appearances at St. John's 
Episcopal Church, the Commerce Department, Dover Air Force 

. Base in Delaware, and at the Washington National 

Cathedral 
Indeed, Michael Brown disclosed in his eulogy that his 

sister, Tracy. had gotten "a little emotional" in her 
unhappiness over the long succession or-memorial events, 
which were primarily organized by the White House. "Tracy 
... I hope you and we now understand that we have to share 
Dad with the world," Michael Brown said. 

(Optional add end) 

Brown's meaning for his many black American admirers 
was evident even at the end 

Jarvis Stewart, 27, program manager at the nonprofit 
African American Unity Center in Los Angeles, bought 
himself a ticket on a red-eye flight Tuesday night in 
hopes of getting one of 200 free tickets that were 
distributed Wednesday morning at the cathedral. 

"He was able to move between the Anglo and 
African-American communities effectively, and with an open 
heart," Stewart said, before he entered the cathedral. 
"That's a considerable achievement these days." 

Charles W. Saunders, 48, the mayor of tiny Waynesville, 
Ohio, admired Brown's skill 10 much that and his wife 
drove all night from southwest Ohio to try to make the 
funeral. "He was a very skilled and artful politician .. " 
said Saunders, who also got in. "If I could use him as a 
role model to rise higher than a mayor's job. well, I 
would be very happy." 

WASHINGTON INSIGHT: Clinton Sees 'Mean 
Streak' in GOP Silence (c) 1996, LOs Angeles 
Times: 

WASHINGTON President Clinton expressed 
disappointment privately to friends and aides that he had not 
received a single phone call or note of condolence from a 
Republican in the four days after Commerce Secretary Ronald 
H. Brown died in a plane crash in Croatia last week. Although 
Republicans, including Sen. Majority Leader Bob Dole of 
Kansas and House Speaker Newt Gingrich of Georgia, 
expressed their sympathies to Brown's family directly. Clinton 
saw their lack of communication with him as a reflection of 
the; political climate now reigning in the capital, according to 
someone who heard his remarks. He mentioned their silence 
more in sorrow thaD. anger, and said it demonstrated what he 
thought was a "mean streak" in RepUblican politics today. 
Many Democrats;hadspoken to the president about Brown's 
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Clinton Vetoes Bill Outlawing Pall'tiaI-Blr: 
Abortions (Wasbn)By Melissa Healy: 
Los Angeles Times= 

WASHINGTON ,President Clinton on Wednesday 
bill'that would outlaw a controversial late-term abortion 
proced~ and took pains to minimize the political cost 
potentially unpopular decision. 

, Appearing with a group of women who have had the 
piocedure to end pregnancies that ,went tragically aWry, 
Clinton called the so-called .. partia1 birth abortion" 
bill a dangerous intrusion into a decision that should rest 
with a woman and her doctor. 

In a clear signal he will make the president's veto a 
, campaign issue, Sen. Bob Dole, R-Kan., the presumptive 
Republican nominee, said Clinton's action makes it "clear 
there is DO restriction on abortion, for any reason, he 

, (Clinton) would accept." 
Dole Said the president "has rejected a very modest 

and bipartisan measure reflecting the values of a great 
majority of Americans. He instead embraced the extreme 
position of those who support abortion at any time, at any 
plsce and for any reason." 

At the White House on Wednesday, Clinton said he had 
initially been sympathetic to the bill. However, he said, 
"I came to understand that this is a rarely used 
procedure, justifiable as a last resort when doctors judge 
it necessary to save a woman's life or to avert serious 

, , health consequences to her." ' 

(Begin optional trim) 

Clinton's decision was cheered by groups that favor 
abortion rights, as well as by the families who recounted, 
the wrenc,hing circumstances that led them to seek 
late-term abortions. 

"I didn't make the decision for my child to die: 
, said Vikki Stella of Naperville, m., whose unborn son's 
cranium was filled with fluid and no brain tissue. -.. God 
made the decision for my child to die. I had to make the 
decision to take him off life support.. , 

"The president is a hero for vetoing this 
legislation,· said Vicki Saports, executive director of 
the National Abortion Federation. 

(End optional trim) 

, Opponents of the bill contend that about 500 of the 
late-term abortions thai would have been banned are 
conducted yearly a small percentage of the roughly -I.5 
million abortions performed yearly in the United States. 

'MoSt, 'theY add,' are -perfomied on women who wanted II baby, 
but felt they had to end the pregnancy because it 
seriously jeoPardized their health or because the 
developing fetus had a severe abnorma1ity. 

But anti-abortion groups, citing in part testimony of 
doctors who perform the procedures, maintain that 
thousands of .. partial birth abortions" may be conducted 
yearly nationwide. Many, they, assert, are performed for 
frivolous reasons. 

, The bill vetoed Wednesday by Clinton would have been 
the rust to outlaw a specific abortion procedure since 
the 1973 U.S. Supreme Court decision granting women the 
right to abortion. In the procedure called" intact 
dilation and extraction" by doctors all but the head of a 
fetus is delivered vaginally. Before the fetus's head 
passes through the cervix, however, a catheter is inserted 
at the base of its skull and the contents are suctioned 
out so that the head can be delivered without harm to the 
woman's reproductive organs. 

The president's veto effectively blocks legislation 
that was narrowly passed by the Senate last December and 
overwhelmingly 286-129 by the House in late March. The 
Senate vote of 54-44 means proponents of the bill do not 
have the necessary two-thirds majority to override the 
president's action. ' 

(Optional add end) 

But while proponents of the measure knew they were 
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Rouse's mark on USA 

~ , . 

Whether your orientation is urban or 
suburban, developer James W. Rouse, who 
died Tuesday, touched your life. He creat­
ed the indoor mall that gave a ~nter to 
sprawling suburbs. And he created the "fes­
tival markets" that showed how to reinvig­
orate dilapidated city centers. 

Especially'in the cities, the Rouse strate­
gy proved fruitful. In Boston and Balti­
more and Manhattan, he restored unap­
pealing downtown neighborhoods with 
shops, eateries and attractions. Consumers BostDn:Opening day for Faneull Hall. 
long lost to the suburbs ~ streaming 
back. Similarly, the indoor shopping malls 
Rouse pioneered have become organizing 
magnets against the ineluctable, discon­
necting creep of the suburbs. 

The success of these creations has been 
imperfect. Not every city project works, . 
and compared with the traditional town 
center, malls and marketplaces are striking 
for their lack of warmt4., They have stores 
and cineplexes and food courts, not shops 
and theaters and diners. The leases are 
short; turnover is high. -

Rouse saw the problem. Within years of 
creating his first malls, he began building 
the planned community of Columbia, Md. 
And he built it around a series of "villages, " 
not malls. Today, Columbia is noted not 
for design, as a mall's interior might be, but 
for neighborhood cohesion. 

In his last years, Rouse worked to devel­
op affordable housing, and again his vision 
was for self<ontained development His 

When Faneuil Hall opened in Boston in 
1978, it was the first of James Rouse's 
heralded festival marketplaces. Others: 
~ HarborpIace, Baltimore 

, ~ South Street Seaport, New York 
~ The Gallery, Philadelphia 
~ The Underground, Allanta, 

Sandtown project in Baltimore attempts to 
provide everything from housing tojobs to 
education in one swoop. 

, ' Can it work? Hope So. But more J;roadly, 
the mailing of America has been only half 
successful The mall seems unbeatable, 
even by the "power-<:enter" strip malls that 
have sprung up. But they have no human 
touctL _ ' 

, As the 'suburbs continue their sprawl, de­
velopers with Rouse's unique sooial vision 
- if indeed, there are any - will look for 
ways to improve the mall and marketplace. 
Or move past them. 

Voices: Do you think U.S. troops should be used to protect other countries? 
The dangers remaining for U.S. troops wortdwide were highlighted this week when North Korean troops crossed Into 
the DMZ, where 37,000 U.S. troops stand guard to pro\IICt South Korea. North Korea says It no,1onger recognizes the 
1953 armistice that ended the W81. PresIdent ClInton visits the area Tuesday. USA TODAY ukad for readers' views. 

Clayton Stowe, 63 Yvonne Johnson, 53 Stan Stone, 40 Jeanne Kelton, 35 Joe Barnes, 22 
Retired Council member School adminlstrator,;- Commercial pilot College senior 
Rochester, Minn. GreensbOro, N.C. . Dunnellon, FIa. Scot1sdaIe, ArIz. Charleston, S.C. 

Of course, there Isn't • We have an oblJga· I do not have a prob- I don't think we're " Yes.'We used to be a 
a blanket answer, but I tlon to those nations lem with U.s. troops be- ever going to achieve bipolar power; we are 
would say yes. We've that we have good trade ing used as long as Irs world harmony. Irs ba- now a unilateral power. 
been In the Korean re- and diplomatic reIa· under the Amerlain sic human nature that The U.s. now bas to 
glon all these years, and tlons with. But in those !lag. fm opposed to U.s. there's always going to playa larger role in 
If we still have a Slake countries. where human troops serving under be some strife. nars world security. Irs now 
over there, 'We should rights violations are the United Nations' why we shouldn't try to our responsibility glob-
Slay. We're not going to tragic, we do have a IIag, under U.N. leader- be involved in ~ ally to protect the 
be the world protector role to J)Il!y in media- ship and under multina- skirmish in the world world The U.s. always 
for every country. But tlon. I don't think we tlonaI forces' leader- . because Irs never going lakes a stand on Issues. 
90% of the time I would can police the world ship .. to end Irs going to whether good or bad, or, 
say yes. drain \IS economicalIy. for economic reasons. 



slows 
evacuations· 
in liberia 

. Kaczynski 
linked to site 
of Utah bomb· 
By Tom Squitieri . ft., " 

. USA TODAY f' \ 
SALT LAKE trrY . - Una­

born suspect Ted Kaczynski 
sougbt work at a job IIFICY: 
where one of the bombiDg vic-' 

. .\ tIms serviced comPuters, USA 
By MarIlyn Greene ~ 1 .' . -------- TODAY has learned. 

, USA TODAY ~.... La4-O-,term ~t~ ~ ~ s:: 
Looting and shooting . .l"'~ victim, and the IIrsttime he's 

marred a tenuous cease-Ire In bo~. been placed In Ulah,where 
Liberia Wednesday as ma- a luon two bombiDp occurred. 
cblne gwHImled u.s. hellcopo Kaczynski sought day work 

, ters contiilued evacuating for- bill.. '1:e4-oed at sosStamng AssocIates In 
elgners amid ethnic Dght1ng. , II) 1978,eyewltnesses said. ' 

The situation In the capital Gary Wright, the owner of a 
of Monrovia Is In "meltdown,· By Susan Page' ~ \ computer store near the ~ 
said Brian Johnson, director of USA TODAY" porary employment agency, 
the World Rellef aid organIza- was Injured Feb. 20, 1987, 
tion's liberia program. PresIdent C11ntonvetoed a when he picked up a bomb that 

He spoke as he and 30 mJs. ban on partial-blrth abortions was behlnd his store. 
sionary tamIlies huddled In his Wednesday, setting up an emo- Wright had malntalned' the 
home outside the city. tiona! election-year debate. computers at SOS Stamng In 
. At least 270 Americans and The bW. Congress' IIrst at- . 1978, said SOS chief. executive 
other foreigners have been aIr- tempt to outlaw a sped!c abor- . Richard ReInhold. 
Iitted to nelgb.boring Sierra Le- tion procedure, barred a rarely Relnhold . said employment 
one and Senegal. used technique that ends late- records for years prior to 1988 

That leaves about 400 other stage pregnancies. . have been destroyed. But 
U.s. citizens still In the country, .Olnton call1l!llt a potentially workers clearly remembered 
either by. choice or because lifesaving measure for a "small . Kaczynski. , . 
roaming thugs and street !gIlt-' but extremely vulnerable . "I saw him several times 
lug prevent their teaching the group qt women and families." with me and the others In the 
embassy In Monrovia ' 'But 5en; Bob Dole, his likely 1DOl'IIiDp," Greg Nance said. . 

The Pentagon dlspatched 18. Republi~ opponeJJt In N~ Nance, .~, said. he knew, 
Navy SEAL commandos to reo vember;s8Il1 ,the pJ'ocedure 'KaczyDsld because' they ,botli 
Intorce security at the emba!r . "blurs the nne between abor- SIayed at the RegIs Hotel. 
sy. Two warplanes are on Uon and fnfanticlile." . . Wednesday, the FBI selzed 
stand-by In Sierra Leone. Both sides of the debate over . Rep Hotel records that con-

Food and medical supplies legal abortion predict the veto, .. talned Kaczynski's registration, 
are arriving tor about 200 Olnton's 13th, will ,be used and a swarm of agents ques-
Americans and other foreIgn- ap1nst him In the mmpalgn . " tloned Nance and others. 
enllnsIde embassY grounds. '1'hIs b IPJIIig to ;.. haunt The Rep Roterts located 
Butwlth~fn.d!!!_,,~"I!BYSGaryBauerofthe '.' live blocks from SOS Stamng 

90s and humidity near 100%, Family Research· CounCil, and seven blocks from the d~ 
tood and water for 15,000 libe- which opposes abortion. tunctcomputer store. . 
rians holed up across the street . Kate Mlchelman of the; Na­
In the embassy's Graystone an- tlonalAbortion and Reproduc­
nex may become scarce. tlve RIghts Acti=gne said 

No Americans have been reo. the bill was d "to put 
ported hurt or killed, but a Red the president on the spot." 
Cross worker counted 16 bod- ,cnnton had oIJered to sign 
ies In the street the bill If It Included an. 

The worst violence In three' tlon'io protect the health 
years erupted Saturday when mother, but backerS refused. , 
liberia's sIx-member council Olnton's veto Is unHkely to ' 
of state, set up In an August be overridden since the Senate 
peace agreement, ordered the passed the bill with fewer than 
arrest for murder of llred rural . the requlred two-thIrd votes. 
development minister Roose- Toreducepo~tlcaI fallout, 
velt Johnson. the veto came on a day doml-
. Johnson's followers resisted, Dated by'Commerce Secretary 

and the ftghting degenerated Ron Brown's funeral. 
Into a renewal of the civil warOlnton was accompanied by 
that's smoldered for six years. IIv.men who described the 

"rm not very optiIbIstic, " devastating fetal disorders that 
said Violet Johnson, a native of led to their abortions. 
Sierra Leone who teaches Afri- In the procedure, a fetus Is 

. can history at Apes Scott Col- partially extracted, teet arst, 

l
iege In Decatur, Ga. "The sltua- through the birth canal. The 
lion Is· anarchy. So many are' skull then Is collapsed by drain-
armed,lt's just chaos." . iDgthe brain with a catheter . 

. -- _ .. _- .. - .. ---

u.s. expels Sudan diplomat 
By Carrie Dowling 6" 
USA TODAY n 

The United States expelled a 
SUdanese diplomat suspected 
of plotting to bomb the United 
Nations and kill Egyptian Pres­
ident Hosni Mubarak.· 

SUdanese omclals dlsmlS""d 
tile U.s. charges but said Ah­
med Mohamed, a secretary to 
its mission to the' United Na­
tions, has lett the country. 

Mohamed's name, and that 

of fellow sudanese d1Piomat SI­
raj Yousif, surfaced durlng the 
Investigation of the 1993 World 
Trade Center bombing. . 

Yousif has already lett. 
Last week, U.s. Ambassador 

Madelelne Albright referred to 
. the two In talks with SecurIty 
Council membenl about sane., 
tlons against SUdan.for its role 
In a 1995 assass!mtlon plot 
against Mubarek In Ethiopia. 

Sudan, Egypt's southern 
nelghbor, denies Involvement 

co 
0) 
0) -
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· Some·findthe 
suspect a hard 
man to hate 
Some even By R1chant PrIce ~ \ 

USA TODAY r' 
fee'· sorry LINCOLN Mont. _ A week 

for him and after Theodore KaczymkI was 
• . . arrested at his mountain cabin 

paint him as here, there are sigDs that 

b ·"· b some comer of the national a n lant oy psyche lInds the accused UIJIlo 

gone· astray ::::~ more intriguing than 
In an undercurrent to pul>. 

lie outrage over an ill·year 
reign of terror that killed three and injured 23, the 53-year. 
old hermit and former math professor Is being romanti· 
cIzed for his Intellect and mysterious lifestyle, for his ability . 
to outwit society and, perhaps most of all, for his attacks on 
technology and the sanctity of the envlronmenl 

Some people even feel sorry for him, seeiDg him as a 
brilliant poy gone astray. . 

With analysis of Kaczynski a national parlor game, list 
signs of this ambiguous reaction showed up In cyberspace. 
A ''Kaczynski Defense Fund" soon appeared on the Internet 

. amid ~ of support and denunciaUon. So did a darkly 
saUrlcaI "Kaczynski for Presidenf' elort. But sympathy for 
KaczymkI's message also Is poppiDg up In letters to the edi­
tor and radio talk shows. People lind the bolllblJJgs repre­
hensible. but they also lind Kaczynski a hard man to hate. 

"I would have loved to have met hIm," says 28-year-old 
Barbara Andrews, owner of Spud Brothers restaurant In 
Berkeley, Calit., where KaczymkI once taught and Where 
two bombs Injured two people. "He's so Intelligent He must 
be a fascinatiDg person." 

"I admire him in some ways," agrees Brian Clichestel', 
an Emmaus, Pa., health and IItness book writer. Not tor the 

· bombs, but for the suspect's "back to basics philOSOphy" and 
his resolve. 

But you won't hear that from Patrick FIscher. "He's not a 
hero, he's a serial killer," says the apparent target of a 
bomb delivered May 5, 1982, at his oftIce at Vanderbilt UoI· 

_______ -.JPol,ease see COVER_5TO~ page ~ 
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verslty in NasllvIIle, where he teaches computer science. "1 
feel sorry for him, frankly, but I also feel sorry for my secre­
tary who was Injured and the three people Who have been 
killed." . 

Many people feel the case of Theodore KaczymkI adds up to 
one veJY unusual cr1me. He's a man who has played mental 
chess With the FBI over the years. "He played chess and won 
with the biggest medla In the world. He got his 35,ooo.word 
manifesto prtnted, " says Clichestel', Who felt so stroogly about 
the Uaabomber tbaf,he wrote his list letter to a newspaper, In 

· this CIl'ie, USA TODAY. . 
The Uaabomber's manIfesto, prtnted In The Washington • 

Post jointly With The New York Times, showed an Intense In­
tenect, advocatiDg "a revolution against the IndustrIaI system" 
and denounclng society's abuse of the environment 
· lfoward Harper, a 48-year-old construction worker,llves just 

up the hlgb.way from where Kaczynski was arrested. Harper 
· has the enVironment on his mind as well, and thinks KaczymkI 
indirectly may do some good. ... 
· "He's not the real problem, " says Harper. "The nB1 prob­

lem Is this damn gold mine they want to put In our vaDey. Ifs 
goiDg to ruin everything. If nothiDg else, maybe all this std 
WIth Kazcynsid WIll make people sit up and notice that" 

Pbelps Dodge MinIng Co. has proposed a massive open pit 
gold mine near Uncoln, eight mlles;from Kaczynski's cabin. 
The issue has dominated the local news and cast environmen-
talists against pro-growtb advocates. . 

Far beyond the Montana mountains, comedians were quick 
to pick up on this morbid fascination With Kac:zynsld. The day 
after he was IIITeSted, David LetJerman suggested to viewers 
that If KaczynskI were tried In Calitornia, he'd be "j)layiDg ~If 

. WIth O.J. (SImpson) In six months." . 
On The Tonight Show, Montana Gov. Marc Racicot did a 

skit With Jay Leno, generated In part by the arrest. It was 1arge­
ly an atlempt to defuse d1ticlsm of Montana (Racicot: "Mon­
tana ~ Spanish for mountain." Leno: "Calitornia Is Spanlsb for 
cosmetic surgeJy.j Governors rareIy banter over issues In­
volviDg tII1ing. 

----. _._. 
Montana Marketing Inc. sells one-liner T-5b.Irts 

about the .("Montana - At least the cows are 
sane") and may produce Uaabomber sUnglAsses and pens and 
pencils shaped Uke pipe bombs. 

Even among those who don't take It lIgbtly, the tone often 
falls far short of condemnation. 

"Poor, strange f}Jy," says Nancy Kosenka; a Berkeley book 
store manager. Another Berkeley book seller, Moe MoskoWItz, 
demands to know ''why the the medla is vIlIfyIng thls f}Jy. Pe0-
ple In the gbetlo knock 01 tWIce as many people and don't get 
half the notoriety. I think the power structure is veJY thre!It­
ened by this. " 

So Wbafs goiDg on here? 
"He's a hIgb.-tech Robin Hood," says Jack LevIn, author of 

Overkill and a professor of sociology at Northeastern Universl· 
Iy. "There are plenty of Americans who feel exactly the same 
.way about technology, about big business, about government 
Intrusion, downsizing, mergers, consolidations. These are pe0-
ple who wouldn't IdlI, but they do feel resentment To these 
people, the Uliabomber may look Uke a hero." 

LeYIn says IIIIIDY also g1orl4ed Bernhard Goetz, who shot 
four black teeIHIgerS In a New York aty subway In 1984. He 
became knOwn as the "Subway VI8IIante" because the youths 
had demimded S5 from him. . .. . 

HaIled by many New .Yorkers frustrated With cr1me, Goetz 
was cleared of assault and attempted murder, then did eight 

I, ... uu_u .... for J)OS'!essing a concealed weapon. He wound up an 
of actIvIsm," LeYIn says. "In our quest for heroes, we 

have latched on to making heroes' out of monsters." 
. The public feared the anonymous Uaabomber. But "now 

that he's been apprehended they can Ilke hIm," LeYIn adds. 
"We did the same thiDg With Ted Bundy" - the law student 
turned serial killer Who was executed In florida In 1989. 

Does this fasdnation say somethiDg drastic about our cul­
ture today? Not reaIIy, LeYIn says. Most Americans, he says, . 
use "grotesque, extraordInarya1me as an escape from !veJY­
_ problems. •• , These killers mIght as well be in a movie, 
and the fascinAtion is not reaIIy morbid. It's benIgn." 

Here In Uncoln, Kaczynski was considered a qulet neighbor. 
"It's such a hard thiDg to believe," says .Ilbrarlan Beverly 

Coleman, Who took his book requests. "1 can only juc:lge hIm by 
the way he treated me, and he was always veJY pleasant" 

Although tales of a few less serene encounters have IIItered 
out over the last week - he apparently called a former em­
ployer a "fat con-man" - most·stiII cllng to their original im­
pression of the harmless hermit Who had llttIe to say and didn't 
bother anyone. "1 can't help buUeel sorry for him, " says Betty 
Butler, a KaczymkI neighbor. "He was just a lost soul. " 

SurvIvIng on the barest of essentials, never straying Into ex-· 
travapnce, KaczynskI oJrers the portrait of a monk, a man 
devoted to the prtndples of ecology. He's "8 wilderness f}JY 
WIth a religious zeaI," Is how Donn Zea of the Caliton1la Forest­
IY AssocIation puts It 

Zea Is no sympathizer, however. One of the bombs killed 
Ag;;ocjatlon prestdent Gilbert ·Murray a year 1180. . 

Contributing: Gale Holland In San Francisco and Haya EI 
Nasser In Wasblngton, D.C. . . 
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PRESIDENT VETOES 
MEASURE BANNING 
TYPE OF ABORTION 

A LIKELY CAMPAIGN ISSUE 

He Calls Late·Term Procedure 
Possible Life·Saver, While 

Voicing ReservationA \ 
By TODD S. PURDUM 

WASHINGTON, April 10 - Align· 
ing himself firmly with abortlon­
righ~ advocates in an election year, 
PreSident Clinton today vetoed a bill 
that would have outlawed a certain 
type of late-term abortion, saying 
,the women who need the procedure 
to safeguard their own health 
"should not become pawns in a larg­
er debate." 

Mr. Clinton vetoed the measure, 
,then held an emotional White House 
ceremony at which he was flanked 
by five women who had undergone 
such abortions and who spoke tear­
fully about the disorders that threat­
ened their lives and those of their 
fetuses and led to agonizing deci­
sions. 

The issue Is likely to be a f1ash-

I 

point in the Presidential campalgn, 
since abortion opponents denounce' 
the procedure - performed only at­

, ter 20 weeks of gestation -'- as a 
gruesome "partial birth" abortion In 
which the fetus Is partly extracted 
feet first and its brain then suctioned 
out to allow the head to pass through 
the birth canal. But abortion rights 
groups vehemently opposed the bill 
as the first Congressional ban on a 
particular abortion method since the 
Supreme Court legalized abortion In 
Roe v. Wade in 1973. 

At the White House ceremony, Mr. 

Continued From Page Al 

allow the procedure to be performed 
for depression or youth of the moth· 
er, or other reasons. 

'late In the second trimester, tests 
revealed that the fetus suffered from 
a chromosomal disorder that would 
probably cause It to die In the womb., 

Ms. Adell, who Is Jewish, described 
having the procedure on Yom Kip­
pur, the holy day of atonement, and 
struggled to control her emotions as 
Mr. Clinton put his hand on her shoul· 
der. 

The precise number of such abor· 
tions, known technically as Intact 
dilation and evacuation, Is unknown. 
According to the Federal Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 1.3 
mUlion abortions were performed 
nationwide In 1993, the last year for, 
which figures are avallable, and few· 
er than i.5 percent of them were 
performed after 20 weeks of gesta· 
tlon. Not all such late-term abortions . 
are, performed through intact dlla· 
tion and evacuation, 

Congress would not appear to have 
the votes to override Mr. Clinton's 
veto. The measure passed 286 to 129 
In the House, with many Democratic 
leaders voting for it, but the Senate 
voted much more narrowly, 51 to 47, 
below the two-thirds majority neces­
sary to override the veto. 

.. _--, 
In a sign of the campaign argu­

ments to come, several antl.abortlon 
groups issued statements harshly 
condemning the veto, some of them 
citing medical testimony that fetuses 
aborted In such procedures feel pain. 

"Clinton's veto of the overwhelm· 
Ingly supported partlal.birth abor· 
tlon ban act shows once again his 
absolute loyalty to the most extreme 
abortion advocates," said Gary L. 
Bauer, president of the Family Re­
search Council, a conservative 
group. 

Ralph Reed, the executive director 
of the Christian CoalItion, called the 
veto "I!D Insult to millions of people 
of faith who consider abortion to be 
the taking of Innocent human life." 
Underscoring his agreement with 
Roman catholic, bishops who had 
urged the President to sign the bill, 
Mr.' Reed added, "It will be very 
hard, if not impossIble, for Bill Clin­
ton to look Roman catholiC and 
Evangelical voters In the eye and ask 

_ for their .support In November." 

Abortion-rights advocates offered 
just as much praise, summed up by 
Kate Mlchelman, president of the 
National Abortion ,Rights Action 
League, who said:·'The President 

"We need more families in Amer· 
ica like these folks," the President 
sald. "We need more parents In 
America like these folks. They are 
what America needs more of. And 
just because they happen to be In a 
tiny minority to bear a unique bur:, 
den that God Imposes on just Ii few 
people every year, we can't forget 
our obligation to protect their lives, 
their children, and their famU1es', 
future." 
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Clinton called the procedure a "p0-
tentially life-saving, certainly 
health-saving" measure for "a 
small but extremely vulnerable 
group of women and families in this has chosen compassion and concern 
country, just a few hundred a year." .. for families facing medical tragedies 

"ThIs Is not about the pro-choice, over the cynical, election-year ploy'---
pro-life debate," he Said. "This is not of the politicians advancing this 
,a bill that should' have ever been legislation." . 
injected into that." 

Stili, the President has had reser­
vations about the procedure. He un­
successfully pressed Congress to in­
clude an exception to allow It If nec­
essary to save a woman's ,life or 
"avert serious health consequences 
to her," and he repeated those con­
cerns In a letter sent today to Cardi­
nal Joseph Bernatdin of ChIcago In 
which he sald, "I do not support the 
use of this procedure on an elective 
basis where It is not necessary to 
save the life of the woman or prevent 
serious risks to her'health." 

Senator Bob Dole, the presump­
tive Republican Presidential nomi­
nee, said in a statement today that 
Mr. ,ClInton had "rejected a very 
modest and bipartisan measure re­
flecting the values of the great ma­
jority of Americans." 

Mr. Dole added: "A partial-birth 
abortion blurs the line between abor­
tion and infanticide and crosses an 
ethical and legal line we must never 
cross. President Clinton now stands 
on the wrong side of this line." 

The President's critics contend 
that an exception concernIng the 
"health of the mother" has been 
Interpreted' by courts to Include so 
many emotional, psychological and 
physiological considerations, as to 

Continued on Page BIO, Column 1 

A few weeks ago, the prospect that 
the President might muse aloud 
about his qualms over the procedure 
was enough to send abortion-rights 
groups Into a lather, and Mr. Clinton 
Is Intent on retaining their support as 
he seeks to hold onto his support 
among women voters. ' ' 

But the WhIte House also took 
great pains to assure that Mr. CIIn· 
ton's veto would not be seen lis en· 
dorslng a gruesome practice. He had 
until next Wednesday to veto the bill, 

- but slipped today's ceremony onto 
his schedule at 5 P.M., on a heavy 
news day dominated by the funeral 
of Commerce Secretary Ronald H. 
Brown. 

In the Roosevelt Room, Mr. CIIn· 
ton was accompanied by famUles, 
Including self-descrlbed abortion op­
ponents and Republicans, who told 
wrenching stories of dangerous preg­
nancies. Among those describing 
their ordeals were Claudia and Rich· 
ard Ades of Los Angeles, who were 
picking out names for a boy when, 

',' 
'.' 
" 
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··· DI One -Administration official sald "Will we sacrifice human rights elJlng r laCeS tonight In Washington that the AI:-- for trade?" asked Foreign Minister 

bus decision would not cause the de Charette before Mr. LI's visit be-

A L 0 
,J United States to change Its trade gan. "That's out of the ,question." arge ' raer policy toward China, or drop Its con- But Jean-Pierre Desgeorges, presi· 

r;'. sideration of sanctions. dent of a French-Chinese Industrial 
r or A lrbus' 'ets ,·It appears, from reports that trade group, said that he did not plan 

J 4 much of thiS mvolves agreements, to raise the question of human rights 

--~\ 
,_ --I during the visit at all. "I'm a busi-

previously reached," the official sald ' nessman," he sald. 

By CRAIG R. WHITNEY 
PARIS, April 10 .:... China's Prime 

Minister, Li Peng, , began a visit to 
France today by plaCing an order for 
an estimated $1.5 billion worth of 
European-b'!iIt passenger planes,' 
sending a Signal to the Clinton Ad­
ministration that Beijing can tum to 
European partners If the United 
States becomes too Intractable on 
human rights and trade. 

The Chinese leader making his 
first visit to France SbJce presiding 
over the 1989 ml11tary crackdown on 
the democracy movement In T1anan­
men Square, met with Prime Minis­
ter Alain Juppe tonight and si,~n!'d a 
contract for 10 short-haul A3~O pas­
senger planes for China Southern 
Airlines from the Airbus Industrie 
consortium. 

France's Foreign Minister, Herve 
de Charette, said the deal also obli­
gated China to buy another 20 of the 
narrow-bodied A320's, but It was not 
clear whether this constituted a firm ' 
order or an option. Big airplane 
deals are often announced and rean­
ounced, and today the Chinese COD­
firmed an order originally made 
known two years ago for three larg­
er long.-haul A340 jumbo jets, also 

I

, from Airbus Industrie. Details were 
not fully disclosed tonight 

These and earlier Inroads by Alr­
, bus Industrle, a French-German­

British-Spanish consortium make It 
the Boeing Company's b~est com­
petitor in China, long an almost cap­
tive market for American plane' 
makers_ 

Today's Chinese Airbus order 
came a month after China's Trade 
Minister, Wu Yi, postponed a visit to 
the United States, where plane man­
ufacturers had hoped for up to $4 
billion in new orders. , 

The commercial aircraft business 
is one that the United States has long ; 
dominated; It supports both high-\ 

Continued on Page AlD, Column I - - , 
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paying manufacturing jobs and ad­
vanced technology development. As 
such, It not only has considerable 
economic Importance, but often as­
sumes a high degree of political sig­
nificance, as It has In the relationship 
between the United States and China. 

Asia Is the fastest-growing market 
for passenger aircraft, and Boeing 
and the other American plane manu­
facturer" the McDonnell Douglas 
Corporation, have been coming un­
der intensifying competition from 
Airbus. 

The Chinese Government has tak­
en advantage of the competition and 
has made no secret of Its strategy of 
using aircraft orders as a carrot and­
a stick In dealing with the Clinton 
Administration. Mrs. Wu, the Trade 
Minister, put off her trip to the Unit­
ed States, and the announcement of 
orders, many of which had been ex­
pected to go to Boeing. She acted 
after the Administration refused her 
a meeting with President Clinton and 
refused to delay Its consideration of 
sanctions agaInst China for allowing 
factories to produce pirated Ameri­
can videocassettes and compact 
disks. 

of today's order. The official added Stili, French offiCials sald that the 
that "It would be improper to draw signing of the plane deal tonight was 
any conclusions one way or another" delayed for two hours by a disagree­
about the deal's effects on the over- ment over Mr. Juppe's plan to bring 
all relationship between ChIna and up human rights during his dinner 
the United States. speech. In the end, Mr. Juppe did not 

Cindy Smith, a Boeing spokeswom- touch on the subject, The Associated 
an, said: "We're disappointed In Chl- Press reported, but the two sides 
na's decision to purchase Airbus alr- refused to exchange toasts. 
craft, but more Importantly, the or- I For some French Intellectuals, 
der underscores the need for the however, Mr. LI's presence spoke for 
United States to move beyond the Itself. -
'annual debate of most-favored-na- "Mr. LI recovers his lost honor 
tion status for ChIna and to create a today," an essay In Tuesday's issue 
long-term stable trading relation- of I.e Monde said "But do those who 
ship. Boeing supports the Clinton Ad- I govern us realize they are sacrlflc­
ministration In Its efforts to normal- Ing theirs, and ours as well?" 
ize trade between the United States I.e Monde sald the essay was writ­
and China. Establishing normal ten by "several senior officials who 
trade with ChIna will lead to job have filled posts In Asia," but pub-
creation and economic gain." IIshed under a pseudonym. 

[Reuters reported Wednesday that About 50 supporters of Amnesty 
Ron Woodard, president of Boeing International stretched a white ban­
Commercial Airplane Group, had ner across the Champs-Elys~s 
sald that the Airbus order was "pre- reading" Li Peng Ignores human 
clpltated not because of the strength rights. We don't" French policemen 
of ,our competition or the quality of quickly removed It, and barred dem­
their product," adding, "Rather, It Is onstrators from approaching the 
precipitated by what I believe are ill- Chinese Embassy on Avenue 
founded political conslderatlons.") Georges V. 
- Nevertheless, Mr. LI did not as- With unemployment In France at 
cape pressure on human rights In ,U.8 percent, and In Germany at 10.8 
Paris. percent, both countries have been 

French newspapers greeted his ar- ' outdoing each other In soliciting job­
rival with satirical cartoons, and pro-generating trade orders from Asia's 
testers denounced the visit as a sign' largest market It Is especially Im­
of European willingness to sacrifice portant for the alrcraft Industry 
principle for profit A small rally which President Chlrac regards ~ 
near the Eiffel Tower demanded that crucial for maintaining European 
China release political prisoners and technological competitiveness with 
end what demonstrators called "the the United States In world trade. Mr. 

Chlrac planned to have lunch with 
Mr. LI on Thursday. oppression of Tibet." 

,:"or security reasons, the French 
pollee kept a tight lid on the Chinese 
delegation's movements. The Chi­
nese Prime Minister originally in­
tended to go on to the Netherlands 
and Luxembourg this weekend, but 
canceled those visits, saying he was 
short of time. A visit he made to 
Germany two years ago was marked 
by many protests. 

Mr. LI's visit to France also pro­
duced a three-year wheat deal, a $460 
million French-financed expansion 
of a car factory In Wuhan that pro­
duces CltroI!n c;ars for the Chinese 

, market, and a $50 million gas lique­
faction plant for Shanghal. An agree­
ment was also reached giving 
French ships unrestricted access to 
Chinese ports. 

But the results amounted to far to 
less than the $10 billion or so In trade 
deals that the French had hoped for 
aft~r agreeing two years ago to stop 
seiling arms to Taiwan, which China 
rega~ds as a renegade province: 

Taiwan bought 60 Mirage jet fight­
ers worth about $2.6 billion from 
France In 1992, on top of a $4.8 billion 
purchase 'Of 16 naval frigates the 
previous year, and Beijing respond­
ed by slapping a ban on ChInese 
orders from France. 

But now, a new, conservativ~ ad­
ministration under President 
Jacques Chirac Is eager to establish 
France as a potential supplier of 
modem technology to China, and one 
less squeamish than the United 
States about doing business with 
countries that do not live up to West­
ern standards on human rights. 

The French deny a double stand­
ard, but are glad to have the busi­
ness. 

Jacques Rummelhardt, the For­
eign Ministry spokesman sald 
"France, as the world's fourih-Iarg~ 
est exporter, doesn't have the posi­
tion In China that It should have." 

On Saturday Mr. LI will visit the 
plant near Toulouse where the Air­
bus planes are made. Airbus Indus­
trie received more orders for new 
planes than Boeing did In 1994, but -
last year secured only 106 orders 
worth $7 billion compared with 
Boeing's 346 orders, worth $31 bil­
lion. 

'French Foreign Ministry officials 
said negotiations were continuing on 
a possible purchase of 28 electric 
locomotives from the Alsthom group, 
an aluminum plant and other 
projects before Mr. LI returns to 
China on Saturday. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 9, 1996 

MEMORANDUM TO GEORGE STEPHANOPOLOUS 
MELANNE VERVEER 
BETSY MYERS 
VICKI RADD 
ELENA KAGAN 
JENNIFER KLEIN 
TERRY EDMONDS 
JOHN HART 
DEBBIE FINE 
JUDY GOLD 

From: Jeremy Ben-Ami 

Subject: Additional Stories for Press Packet 

Attached are articles I would propose putting in a press packet for the veto of HR1833. 

Please review and let me know ASAP if you see a problem distributing any of them. We do 
have others we could substitute. All of these women have had personal contact either with 
White House staff, congressional staff, or one of the women's groups. Their stories have 
been subject to at least some public scrutiny. 
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By CoreenCostello 

. :.~, 'I .. :. ".AGOURA, Calif. 

T
h6Se . who want Con· 

., gress to b3.l}.a contra-
. versiai . late-term 
' ... ' abortion' . technique 

.' might think I would be 
I .' an' al!y.I was raised in 

a conservative; religious family. My 
parents are. RushUmbapgh fans. 
I'm a RepubliCan.. who always be·· 
Iievedthat' abortion' was wrong. . 

Then Ihad'orie:.:.. .' .• 
It was~:.t $lj'pp~sed to be that way. 

My little glr)"Ka~erme9race, was 
suppos~9\(l.~{J.Xe;.~.~!!P.~~rnln .the. .' '. . . ' 
summer ~Thebltths.ofrtly two other a~so·rb.·~mnlotic fluid, It hadgath­
chiidr.~n hii~:~e~ti:e~sy;andmy !lils; eredIn ll)Yil.!terus to such dangerous 
band ~dJ~!MJi~d. ah~.iil~·deuverY .. )evels t1ia~ I:-veighed as much as if I 

ButdlsaHf!~is\ruclc In my:seventh: . \vereaffill! term: . i 
month.Q:I(ra~s· ~11~.·testln~ .. sho?:,~d·. I"caI'rled ·my daughter for two 
that somethlil' \'Y{as terribly wrong rilore:agonlzirig weeks. If I coul~n't 
withmy"!5iili /B·ei:'aus~:.ot l!.IethaI.· :sal,ie' her.:Ufe,how could I spare !ler 
neuromuscuia ·.··disease/her· 'body pain? How couid I make her passing 
had stiffened up . inside my uterus ... peaCeful and dignified? At first I 
She hadn't' been able . to move any wanted the doctors to Induce labor, 
part of hei-' tiny self for at least two '. but they told me that Katherine'was 
months. Her ''lungs had been unabie wedged so tightly in my peivis that 
to stretch to prepare them for air. there was a good chance my uterus 

Ou r doctors told us that Katherine would rupture. We talked about a 
Grace could'not survive, anci'that her Caesarean section. But they said that 
condition made giving birth danger· this, too, wouid have been too danger. 
ous for me . ...:. possibiy even life· ous for me. 
threatening. Because she couid not Fina!1y we confronted the painfui 

reaIity: our only real option was to 
Careen Costello 'testified at the Sen· terminate the pregnancy. Geneti· 
ate Judiciary Committee's hearing' cists at Cedars·Sinal Medical Center 
on lale·term abortions on Nov. 17. in Los Angeies referred us to a doc· 

When alate-term 
abortion is.the 

only option . . 

tor who specialized in cases like 
ours. He knew how much pain we 
were going through, and. said he 

'%uld help us end Katherine's pain in 
the way that would be safest for me 
and allow me to have more children. 

That's Just what happened. For 
two days, my cervix was dilated until 
the doctor could bring Katherine out 
without Injuring me. Her heart was 
barely beating. As I was placed un. 

. der anesthesia, 'It stopped. She sim­
ply went to sleep and did not wake 
up .. The doctor. then used a needle to 
remove fluid from the baby's head so 
.she could fit through the cervix. 

. When It was over, they brought 
Katherine In to us. She was wrapped 
in a blanket. My husband and I held 
her and sobbed. She was absolutely 
beautiful. Giving her back was the 
hardest thing I've ever done. 

After Katherine, I didn't think I 
would have more children. I couldn't 
imagine llving with the worry for 
nine months, Imagining all the things 
that could go wrong. But my doctor 
changed that. "You're a great moth· 
er," he told me. '.'If you want more 
kids, you should have them." I'm 
pregnant again, due in June. 

-. h~. IVeuJ "i uti) 
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I stlll have mixed feelings about 
abortion. But I have no mixed feel­
ings about the bill, already passed by 
the House and being conSidered In 
the Senate, that would ban the surgi­
cal procedure I· had, caned Intact 
dilation and' evacuation. As I 
watched the Senate debate on C-Span 
this month, I was sick at heart. Sena­
tor after senator talked about the 
procedure I underwent as If they had 
seen one, and senator after senator 

. got It wrong. Katherine was not cava­
lierly puned halfway out and stabbed 
with scissors, as some senators de­
scribed the process. 

I had one of the safest, gentlest, 
most compassionate· ways of ending 
a pregnancy that had no hope. I win 
probably never have to go through 
such an ordeal again. But other wom­
en, other families, win receive devas­
tating news and have to make deCi­
sions like mine. Congress has no 
place.\n our tragedies. 0 

'. 
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AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER 

On 1brt Reform, He ?s.Right 
f'" HE ECONOMICS position paper released' the harm caused by his own negligence. These 
t; '. by the Dole campaign Monday dealt with changes would apply to all civil cases, not just 
, 'more than,tax cuts. The candidate also product liability,as was the case with the bill Mr. 

Si>elIed out his proposals for what he called Clinton vetoed earlier this year. . 
"~mmon sense legal reform," and he did it in ,Three other reforms also are proposed, from 
terms that pulled no punches. Rightly blasting which states could opt out if they chose. They are 
Bresident Clinton for vetoing both product liabili- designed "to' promote early settlement of claims 
qr'and securities litigation reform bills this year essentially by restricting lawyers' fees after of­
at·the behest of a powerful, lobby .that he de- . fers of settlement are rejected and by making it 
sCribed as rich, influential and greedy, Mr. Dole more difficult to collect punitive damages in such 
pledged to put an end to the power of the .trial situations. The finaI proposal would allow con- , 
liwyers.' sUmers to choose between an expensive ~uto' 
~TheDole proposals are not new ideas. Varia-insurance policy. that covers all damages now 

tiOris on' most have been introduced and even available and asignificantiy cheaper one in which 
. pa'SSed, though not signed, before. They are the· pain and suffering damages would be limited. Mr. 

prOduct of legal scholars and business l~ders Dole estimates that this system would reduce an 
who_have been grappling for.years with changes ' averag~ driver's car insurance premium by 29 
ill the tort system that would limit costarid delay,percent a year, .' . 
provide incentives for prompt settlements and These . are serious proposals developed by 
curb the high awards now paid ,to. lawyers instead. thoughtful lawyers. They could save consumers 
of to. plaintiffs. Mr. Dole, for example, wants to billions and speed the settlement of claims, in' 
limit punitive damageS to· $250,000 or three DJost cases, by offering options to litigants. 
tim~ .actuaIdamages, whichev¢r is greater, There is bipartisan support in Congress for 
except in cases involving death, serious injui:y, reform, and Mr. Dole's decision to make this a 
alcohol or drug use, criminaI misconduct or civil . campaign issue may force the president to do' 
rijJ;lts . violations. He also would eliminate joint more than dismiss these ideas out of hand. It's 
aji'clseveral liability for noneconomic damages so . also a good .time to watCh where the trial law­
thil.teach defendant's responsibility for punitive yers' money goeS and what it buys. Mr. Dole.ts 
damages would be limited to that proportion of .rlght on this one. . ' . 

:':" . 

Fire' Code Violations Rerun 
•. < 

I 'MAGINE . PICKING, up· the· newspaper or 
. turning on the radio or TV. and learning that 
"when school beDs ring in four weeks, your 

cliiJ.d's building is likely to reInained locked. Most 
pfu-ents would consider that a bad dream. For 
SC?lDe District parents, however, it's a real possi- . 
bill. ." '. ,~ , 

'Ill fact, for parents of elementary school chil­
dt~'ijparticipating in the Fillmore Art Center's.' 
s~er school program, it. is. a reality.' On 
MriI).day Fillmore was shut down in the middle of 
tQ.~,day, and students and their teachers were 
niad~ to trek across the parking lot to the nearby 
R,(lS!lrio Adult Education Center, where classes . 
resumed. hi the case of Fillmore and several 
other D.C. schools, the closings stem from an 
all..too-familiar problem: The buildings have been 
judged unsafe. . 

-'School officials know the drill. Two yearslago, 
chaos reigned on opening day when D.C. Supep­
or ,Court Judge Kaye Christian ordered school 
doors kept lotked after finding that the city had 
failed to provide safe buildings as the law re­
quired. It took emergency repair work by the 
sdhool system ,and fire, inspector before the 
tlfreats were removed and students and teachers 
,~te allowed inside the buildings, Even then, 
qa,sSes were dtsnIpted for several days. Unless 

~. -., 

"suitable repairs are made-and soon-at more 
than a dozen schools on the current list, a repeat 
performance of the 1994 fiasco could take place, 

. albeit on a smaller scale .. That ~ould happen, 
given Judge Christian's declaration that she will 
not grant the city any 'last-minute reprieves as 
she did two years ago. ..' 
, The Price tag for bringing the entire system up 
to Code is about $1.2 billion, according to schools 
spokeswoman Beverly Lofton. A. school system 
struggling to layoff teachers hardly has that kind 
of money. But Ms. Lofton said yesterday that it 
may have enough funds to repair all of the 
problem schools on the judge's list. The one 
exception is Wilkinson Elementary; which has a 

, roof problem that is beyond patching. The judge' 
has set this week as D-Day for repairs; other­
Wise, alternative attendance plans 'must be 
drawn. . 

School officials, to no one's surprise-and 
despite a two-year warning-want more time to 
get the schools ready. They've had plenty of that 
already. What's missing is the work. Angry , 
parents have every reason to wonder why. They. 
may get some jIllswers when the D:C. financial 
control board conducts hearings this Friday on 
the school system's "Readiness to Start the 
School Year." It's time somebody asks. 
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Mexico ~ Promise 
.. 

0·- NE OF THE sordid and seemingly perma: 
" ; nent scandals of the hemisphere has been 
-' . the long life of Mexico's authoritarian 

ruliI'lg party, the PRI. fu power for 67 years, it 
has used -its monopoly position to enrich many of 
its,readers and members and otherwise to shield 
massive corruption and criminality and damage 
the welfare of the country. By electoral mumbo 
jumbo, it has sought to convey the impression 
tliaf'Mexico isa democracy. Many of Mexico's 
American friends have accepted the notion, but it 
is'false. ' . 

'This is the setting against which President·· 
E"rilest Zedillo's efforts to modernize the Mexi­
~ ~ political system must be judged. It may be 
~ that he acted out of a desperate desire to 
l$i~ the political dangers flowing from the coun­
~'s,economic crisis. It is also true that the PRI's 
record altogether denies it the presumption of 
goodfaith in any matter affecting its institutional 
continuity and power. Nonetheless, President 
Zeiiillo has done something as monumentally bold 
as: Mikhail Gorbachev did in dismantling the 
SoViet system. He has produced a rare consensus 
of an the parties and pushed through the Mexican 
~ngress constitutional amendinents that prom­
ise to strengthen democracy. The .amendments 
should make it possible for the opposition to. 
contemplate overthrowing PRI rule. - , 

i .. 

Legislation still will be required to bring the 
new amendments to life, and here it will be 
necessary to train a beady eye on the devious and 
secretive PRI .. The changes, however, . are by . 
Mexican standards unprecedented. An electoral 
commission, not the presidency and the ruling 
party, henceforth will oversee elections; the su­
preme court, not the PRI, will adjudicate com­
plaints. Campaign spending reforms are meant to 
be set in place to put the opPosition parties on a 
level playing field and, not incidentally, to flush 
out drug money. The. cOuntry's second-most 
important post-mayor of Mexico City-hence- -
forth will- he filled by popular vote; not by PRI 
appointment. Absentee ballots will be allowed. 
And soon. . , 

Why would a party -put at risk its nearly 
seven-decade stranglehotdon power? So deep are 
Mexico's economic and social ills that no party 
with a pretense to democratic dealing could ask 
the people to make the inevitable extended sacri­
fices unless they were making them in support of 
a government they had selected themselves. The 

.PRI had reached the limits of ruling from above. 
Its only ~ce to redeem and renew itself was to 
open up tbe system to fair electoral competition. 
If Mexicans follow through on the new promise, 
they will have accomplished a truly Olympian 
naPonal feat. . .' 

Medium Tedium. 
N
- ow MANY times have we read about thetllere may be more members of the council than' 
': govel'l).JIlent-cQmmissioned and usuany ex- there are viewers of any council session. . 
: pensive study that, after months or years . . This presents an unfair picture, of course, . 

o(Gostly and pointless research, comes up with a since Montgomery County is. famous for its 
lengthy report that confirms something patently masses of keenly concerned, highly informed 
obvious from the outSet? '"A high-level, blue-. residents, all willing and able to endure hours.in 
ribbon .watershed coalition of experts has found. hard chairs for their 15 minutes or more---'-much 
tll<rt -traffic in .the metropolitan area tends tp' more-at a mike. Most have done their own 
increase on major arteries during the hours when at-home studies of whatever the issue is,' and 
moSt motorists are going to and from their jobs;" come with multicolored charts and graphs to 
Bub10w comes a marvelous, backfiring study out embellish their presentations. It just doesn't 
o(~<intgomery County that has bared an awful make for riveting TV, apparently. '. . . 
triith: The Montgomery Journal reports that the But who says good government has to be high 
coUnty council spent $20,000 of eable-subscriber drama? Cable viewers in the District"are con­
fuP.~ for a private-consultant study of the view- ,stanUy treated tostartIing outbursts on' the' 
ing ,habits of those who watch County Channel school board, city council and all-Barry' channels. 
55 ... , .the local government channel . When school board· meetingS used to be carried 

on a regular broadcast channel, one- session 
T.be survey and' marketing firm's firSt chal- featured a board .memb¢t locking out another 

lenge was to find 500 peOple who could talk about . bOard member. Revealing, ·yes, but good govern-
the"Channel at oaJl; it took' interviews with 800 ment? . 
st1bsCribers. The reSult:.People find the channel's Still, for better or worse, the doings of local 
coverage of county council meetings boring. So gove~ent-boring or not-should be aired for 
loW'are the ratings, in fact, that the researchers all who may want to Watch at home (it's hard to 
W'~d up considering a "watcher" to be anybody find these shows on . the TV sets in taverns). 
who looked at the channel for 10 minutes in file There's an advantage to following government 
previous six months. What this out-of-focus" leaders this way: Those who are in the live 
gi.oqp may suggest-but not confirm-is that . audience can't punch a MUTE button. 



RashiFein' 

Why Do We Call 
'Faxes a 'Burden~? 

Howard Metzenbaum veto was jaDey 
year-dd daugbter, :!llal1IIOII, 

F1 ul scbooI bus burst into 

a ty' ooIIision with a drunk driver in 
Twenty_ people died in the 
triaJ, it was Ieamed tb3t the 

Pr' d daDgerous fueI.tank design-a 

O uets Imown by Ford. the manufacturer. 
~ ., Janey Fair's case, which ultimatelj 

lleam a lot watching C-SPAN. Of course, no government pro- was resolved during trial, reveals the. 
The other night, one of Washing· gram would suffer if you or I F1 ul Bill biB's inherent uofairness. First of an., 
ton's leading' economists was consumed less (and thus paid less a ty it was Janey Fair's ability to bring a· 
asked about using the tax system in sa1es tax) or if I c~ted ~n ~y IaWll1lit against Ford and the threat of , 
to' helP reduce environmental return (and thus paid less m m·. meaningful punitive damages-wbich 
damage. The response? It certain- come ~). But if you and I both, In four editorials in t!Je ~ couple ~ this biB would UDfairIy cap-that". , 
Jy would be difficUlt, because it underpaid, everyone else would '" of 1i1oDtbs, The Post bas c1aimed that iostrumeDtal in exposing the com-. 
would incfeaSe the "tax burden." bave to pay more. And it surely \' the product liability "reform" bill !I!- ' , pany's recIdess behavior. ,' .. , 

"Tax burden" is a pbiase with stretches ,language beyond ac- toed by President C1inton on May 3;is, ',' Secoad, the bill's elimination ·of, 
which we are aD so familiar that ceptable usage to caD not taking . respnnS1'b1e legislation that would DiIt " jciint' liability fur, ~, 
we don't stop to think wbat it advantage of one's neighbors a i1imitap~tiffs~torecover~1 losseSisverymQust. Fora child with. 
means-nor what it implies. At "burden. " ' damages m defective product cases. " .1 DO earnings bistory, damages'are vh: •. 
first blush it seems value-free. , Burdens are by definition op- Nothing could be furthedrOlD the I : tuaIJy aU JIOIi.ecOnomic. It was the, 
But plainly a "burden" is' some- pressive, and our facile use of the ~th. ~ only bas to ~ at those, reddess~oftwowrongdoers-t!Je.' 
thing to be lifted. We don't refer term in connection with our taxes iI\jured citiZenS and families wbo at·,· drunkeD driver and Ford-that c:om-. 
to the monies we spend on mov· thereby encourages us to do eV" tended the Wbite House vetoc:ereD\O" , binecI to cause Sbannon's death. 'J'he' 
ies, popoom, milk or sboes as erything we can (within the law) ny to support President Clinton's ~ drunkeD driver bad minimal assetS; 
"burdens." We refer to them- to ease them. Cheating 011 our rageous stand oobebalf of COIISIIIIIt!n, ,even if be were wealthy, 26 other. 

, and think of them-as apendi- taxes comes to seem acceptable Carla Miller came &om Missouri to . children died in the accident, so a fun 
tures, some (movies and jJopcorn) (at least ,nnderstandable), even wi,tnes& the president's ~ of: recoVeIY of Iosse:' ~ the ,driver, 
OPtional, others (food, shoes) nec.· though' tax evasion is ---:oa'" this bannfuI biD. Try teDing bet that; Would bave been diffic1iIt if not JIDIIO&-, , . "'~1 abe would not have been·,left"bigb! sible. At the same time.-the' could , =::s~~ ~e:~y~ ~ =~ ~lifting. If t!: . and drY' if this legislation bad been·in; have determined that Ford~ only' 
a "tax burden"? ' on educational bins; c1= and force at the time of ~ famiJy's ~, partially responsible for~ bus infer" 

Is it that our tax paYments are' water but (ail to pay for them, 'We • edy. Under the bill, this .yonng, ~ ~ , no. The resu1t Janey Fm would bave 
not optional but our food apei!di- are stealing , ' owed mother would have been pre:- .fonnd it very difficult to be rompen-

Our 
• . vented &om, even suing to recover' sated adequately for the· "noD-

tures are? Tbat can't be it: We ,Iangua~e sbapes ~ att!- medical ezpenses and lost wages fur·: eamomic" loss of Sbannon's death. 
bave to buy food. We can choose tudes. To ~ a~te ~ berdeceasedhusband." :; Every empirical study to, date 
between steak and hamburger (or andcult rourturelanguapoliciesge encourlS ~ Tbat's because the defective trac- :~: shows that faulty product cases are 
yogurt and toful, but we can't " tor that roI1ed over and killed· her·>. not common, that punitive damage 
choose between eating and starv·. ages us to think of our taxes as husband. James. in 1990lIilIS24JalS. \ awards are rarer sliD and that the-· 
mg. Indeed, the penalty for not ,burdens not,connected to the ben- old at the time of the accident. '~':'i courts closely scrutinize iIuch awards: ; 
eating far eueeds the penalty for efits we derive &om them. . ,product, liability bill' would, have." Believe it or not, 'the Iegis1ation the ~ 
nonpayment of tues. Yet we do Some weeks ~, I received a barred 1awsuits where a faulty ~' .~ presideDt vetoed would actua1Iy aDciw ' 
not speak of the "food burden." brochure encouragmg me to open " act that iII,jure! _is more,thaD 0 ':' _..u.w.r that lose profits or sustain . 

More likely, we think of tIxes an IRA. In that brochure, a 1~ " 15 years oJd-regardIess of how long.'; property damage because of a ~ . 
as a burden .because we're not tax return ~ ,!abeIed "pain. that product was built to last. :-f act defect to aile the manufacturer to· 
quite certain what it is we're buy. while the8Pllli?tiOD ~ ~ ~ ,Tbis arIitnry period was pIudred oabJ recover its Josses. At the same time; 
ing when we.pay them. We miss, ~ labeled "pain~. By imp1i- Of dIin air, as if it had some meaning,"~ I&IIIrimwho lire injurild as a resu1t Of ~ 
somehow, the connection be- ca~ t3J:!!I! Oik;e ~ are to be But as ayme who bas ever been.;.. the same product defect, could not 
tween our tax dollars and the fire ' ayaided. B>:unpl'catiOD, I can con- ; arouod a farm or.afattorycan teD Jl!Ii".,.evenget in thecourtbouse door. '.', 
protection, the highways, the se-tiDUe to eI\JOY the ~ o! p. i IIIIICh Of the equqllent used by ~ ".Are the American people, wi#! 
curity against foreign powers and ~t f'IIIft"'ih';feS' without wmkers IasIs far bJ&er thai! 15 yeam. " their intuitive sease of fairness. and ' 
the biomedical research that our paymg for them. . 'In Carla Miller's case, her Iawyera abiding passioa,fur justice, reaIJy sUP- . 
doDani buy. The problem is that. . We can .debate ~ for 1lI0II-:) showed that the mam· lWei of the posed to believe that, this procIuc:i' 
few of the benefits we derive can ey" the wisdom of jmticu1ar gov. 'j tractor knew that hnncInids of people.,. liability bill is modest, fair and Deces­
be seen, toUched or smelled. ernment policies, programs, and ,: a JeaJ' bad been killed in roDovet .. &ary? The answer c1earIy is no. ., 
Moreover, the benefits we deriye ezpenditures. We can argue as to . liccidents involving tractors that were ',. 
&om government expenditures whether we'respendilig too much not equipped with a protection sy&.,-:'- TIte rnitn-. aftwmer lJemIJcnltie :: 
most often accrue to everyone; bere, not enoughtbere. But that tem.Hawever,thecompanymadethe" smaIoI'fromOllio.ischairmanof . 
they do not come packaged in debate. is distorted if we enter it amsciousclecision not to equip its 1 tile Consumer Federation of ' 
discrete nnits-this box of de- with the view that any govern-: tractOrs sold in the United States : Amnica. ' . ' 
fense for me, this piece of bigb- ment espenditure--Wbich means with a roDover protection system as· .J,... 
way for you. , my tax dollar-is inherently bur· ' standard equipment, Yet aD sud!, ,": . 

And many of us assume that densome. models sold in Europe were properly ,,~, 
we'd continue to get whatever it Heel as I do because I remem- i!QIIipped at that time: . : .;~. 
is we're getting from government bet what Justice Holmes wrote in' , After bearing the evideDce, the Ioi:aI :<:~ , 
even if we didn't pay our taxes. 1904: "Taxes are what we pay fqr JUrY found the mamDacturer ~SJ"bIe :,.:..: 
Without spending our dollars, a civi1ized society" and what' and$2 ~ Carla MiIII;r ~·ber""'!.\teJy· ~~ , 
we'd bave no milk on our tables, Franklin DeIaIio Roosevelt said in ,wwaJllm .. I"jelLytio"hw loss. ........ 
but we Can't reaUy imagine that 1936 "Taxes after aD are the ,'Lola Reinbart and Ruth Kamin-N'mr, ;;!, ' 
schools and roads would disappear dues'that we' pay fur ihe ~. of Ohio also were at the Wbite 1Ioas!!' 'f:: 
if you and I dido't buy them -with leges of .membersbip in an orga- '. ," .~ 
our tax dollars. Clearly, govern- nizeciSociety." 'Thkjng ~cep':on' ," ... ','.',:;,' .' 
ment doesn't determine how Now, at century's end, our" . __ ~ _____ U __ .... _ " 

many potholes to ·fill only after it economists teD us taxes are a "- ,. , ••. 
deposits our· tax dollars. If I don't burden, and our pension funds teD to"support the -"'-t's veto' • InJ ..... :, ",i,' 
buy that book, that restaurant us taxes are a pain. Is it any ,..- ~ 
meal, that aspirin-or if I cheat wonder that our leaders vie to 1994, they were in an apartment buiIcV"'~ . 
on my taxes does governmenr. reduce, the burden and the pain. mg elevator with.frieudS when IhIi O,)~ . 
really subtract from the pothole- 'even if in so doing Our society machine broke and pbmged four sIai' ~:. 
filing budget or the salaries of becomes somewhat less organized ~l!!t. catastropbeof Rejnbao;S"'?~~. ',',.~:.~'" 
judges? Tbat's a tough connection and less civilized? ........ -- .-- ..,... ., 
to make-but without that con- wbiIe Kamin-N'aar's feet were peniIa:- , .. , • 
nectioD, my taxes come to ,seem TIJe writer is a professor of tile nentJy damaged. Two of their friends: . '. ' 
irrelevant, hence DDDecessarY, economics of medicine at died in the tragedy. Ohio state investi-"':' . 
bence a "burden." IIDrvard Medical ScIwol. gators determined that the elevatOr: ,.r:" 

1acked a fai1.safe device to Slow or stop' . ." . 
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it in the event of a maIfnnc:tion. ,.', '. - . 
The people injured in this tragedy; !,,; : 

filed liability claims against the e1eva-. ;,. 
tor manufacturer, maintenance coni. , ,; . 
panyand property owner. Their caSes', ,;; . 
were settled before trial. Because the· ., 
defective elevator was 22 years oidat :,,'.. . 
the time of this aa:ident, the fedeiaI"·'" . 

, product liability bill would have' '1." • 
barred Reinbart, Kamin-N'm and the 
famiJy members of the decea!led vic­
tims from filing a lawsuit to bOld the 
manufacturer accountable. 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

HistJrica1 facts are sadly missing 
from 'public discourse in the present 
consideration of the United States' 
responsibility leading to, and possibly 
playing an important role in ending, 
the anarchic bloody chaos in Liberia 
today. . 

We must remember American lead­
ers of the United States, including 
President Monroe, who gave the im- . 
petus, sponsorship and funds to 
American slaves to found Liberia in 
1847 and to act as a wealthy uncle 
continuing oUr useful assistance until 
about a decade ago ... 

In rel1irn, Liberia has permitted its 
flag to be· used to build one of the 
world's largest mercjlant marine 
fleets, including giant tankers, with 
the proviso that in the event of war 
this fleet would automaticaUy be' 
placed under the U.5. flag for oUr use, 
as indeed it. was. Further, duriilg 
World Wars I and n it was an unques­
tioning American ally lending its in­
temationalairport, built for civiJ use 
by Pan American AirwayS, to serve as 
the conduit of U.s. warplanes to the 
North Africa theater imd beyond. . . 

Liberia's resources' have been sup-

One Vote-English 

No Help for Liberia? 
plied to the United States, including foUowers with no' ideology but power 
the. world's purest iron ore and rub- and greed, the United States did 
lier grown in the world's largest such nothing. to belprestore civil govern-. 
plantation (both under concessions to ment under Liberia's rightful leaders. 
U.s, companies). ·An American bank Instead, the United States actively 
bas looked after the country's curren- . supported Samuel Doe for years with . 
cy, which is the American dollar. and many times the $60 million we have 
smaller pieces. Even its pQstage provided to the West African nations' 
stamps were made in the United forces trying to restore order in Libe-
States. ria with no success for more than six 

Under. President Tubman, Liberia's years. 
annual national budget grew from . Now we' are piOusly saying we· 
$400,000 in 1943 to nearly $60 miI- should let the West Africans persuade ' 
lion in the 1960s, largely through the five or more warring factions in 
growth of domestic and export com- Liberia' to lay down their arms. An 
merce, much with American partners. estimated several bundred thousand 
Higher education of its youth bas Liberians have already died by the 
been mostly by American. univ.ersi- civil war among the rampaging fac-
ties. tions and by disease and atarvation. . 

Liberia's constitution and its' code'" "We kDow that 'many .timesth8t·n~ ,: 
of laws. are modeled on our own. So is ber are refugees awaiting action by 
its govemmeui,structure.Liberia'S' countries that never showed them or 
. votes at the Uni~ Nations have the United States, the loyalty :md 
been nearly always WIth us. friendship Liberia bas given us since 

When President Tolbert" who bad its founding with our help early in our 
served as head of the World Baptist own history and Since. 
Union, and his entire cabinet were . Certainly if we rightly felt obligat-
seized and eUcuted summarily by an . eiI to asaisi Somalia as we did ' and 
uneducated army sergeant and his. even -Rwanda and &nmcii:N~'bia, 

· and South-West Africa, as we did, 
then. we must owe the 2 million libe­
rians direct assistance in reestablish­
ing a democratic government with at 

. I fuUy agree'Witb George Will in his op-ed artic:1e"A VOle Against Bilingual . 
Ballots" (May 21. It is absurd to translate wtiDg ballots for American c:itiaIeos 
who bad to demcn9trate a knowledge Ii Eng1ish in order to becooie citi28IS 
eligible to vote. I go me step further in thinking that the melting-pot process 
included melting fmeign tm&ues into Eng1ish;the CXIIIIJIICII ianguage Ii these 
United States. l.anguage equals natiooality. Case in JXiz!t: The Quebeais do 
not feel Canadian, the CataiaDs do not feel Spanish. n.ey fly their own flags 
and resent traveliog with passports Ii CXJUDtries they haw 110 aUegianCe to 

least more aid than we foolisbJy gave " 
'. the Doe dictatorship we supported 

handsomely' until it led to the present 
bloody chaos. . 

because they do not spe;iIi their ~. ,.,. . 
Let us not encourage the ianguage sPiDteriDg Ii this nation but hope ihat 

. new c:itizens-while using their own ianguaaI$ at· boIQe as part of their' . 
~ wte in Eng1ish tbrougbout the iaDd. . 

. 5n.VIA B. ZIMMERMANN 
.~ .w.~ 

New to Sexual Harassment on the Job 
There is enough blame to go arocmd 

in the· Mitsubishi sexual harassment 
case, but Sandra Sugawara's article 

. ("The Office ProbleIn Japan Winks At." 
front Pa8e, May II, which traces the 
Japanese roots of this latest editioo of 
gender wars. may. lead Some readers to 
simplify a complex matter. 

True. Mitsubishi senior officiab-all 
three of wbomare Japanese seemed 
to have tolerated or ignored an egre­
gious Situation affecting hundreds of 
their workers (male and female) and 
apparently did not exercise any leader­
ship 011 the whole issue of gender rela­
tioIJs in an 'Wtomobile plant. Studies 
have sbownthat women are much more 
likely to be barassed when employed in 
occupations dominated by men, and 
most buman resources professionals 

'now Imow this. It is also true that the 
Japanese eXecutives' inattention to this 
matter may be traced to Japanese work­
place practices that ~ still backward 
by more "enlightened" U.s. standards. 

WbiIe blame can be ascribed to those 
ultimately in charge. in the Mitsubisbi 
plant in Normal. m., ceusure can be 
shared by American 'union officials ai' 
that plant-mostly men-who should 
have acted more aggressively regarding 
the complaints of their female members. 
Union dues are supposed to guarantee 
protection and advocacy on behalf of all 
workers, not just those who happen to 
be men. Unions in other areas of this 
country are in the forefrOnt of providing 
a harassment-free environment for 
wdmen workers. This plant sbouId not 
have been an exception. 

The ultimate blame should go to the 
American male employees at that plant 
who created, according to the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission 

and other workers at the plant, wb3t the 
Supreme Court bas defined as a"bostile . 
enviromnent"-6exuai graffiti, p0rnog­
raphy, pub1ic sex acts and pbysicaI and 
verbal abuse-tbat 110 ratiooal woman 
would find. tolerable. The question bere 
should be what are the American cultur­
al.roots of this type of behaVior? Joumal­
ists sIiouId also look into the culture of 
small ~y towns HIre Normal. 
m., or the.cuIture of automobile manu­
facturing plaiits to track down the basis 
for the largest sexu3i harassment suit 
ever in this country. 

It is important to remember that the 
harassers and the victims are all Ameri­
cans. Equally iJiIportant to !mOw is that 
this country is still 011 a learniDg rurve . 
regarding the whole issue of sexual 
harassment Were it not for Anita HiD 
throwing a spotlight on this issue during 
the Clarence Thomas Supreme Court 
nomination bearings. few of us would 
talk about this' prevalent workplace 

. problem as openly as we do now. Many 
American women, HIre their Japanese 
$isters"stiU'keep quiet for fear of losing 

. their jobs. Most American women do 
not sue, but instead put up with an 
intolerable situation or simply quit-just 
HIre their Japanese counterparts. 

The bottom line is this: Both Japanese 
and American societies stiU have deep­
seated cultural biases regarding w0m­
en's roles that affect the way women 
and men interact at work. When it 
comes to preventing sexual harassment 
of women, both countries are still ne0-
phytes. 

IRENE NATIVIDAD 
Washington 

The writer is c/rai",lIln of the NaJionoJ 
Commi.ssion 011 Worl<ing Women. 

EDWARD K. MOSS 
. Washington 

My Uncle's'1itanic' . 
I wou1d like to provide ac\ditionaI 

information to Ken Ringle 'and the 
Men's Titanic-Society ("First Class 

· Tribute: Style, April 161. I bavevisit­
ed the beautiful)y sculptured IIIeIIIQri­
al many times, partly because of its 
.bonoring "t11osI; brave men" and also 
because my great, great 'uncIe, John 
Horrigan, aculpted it· Mr. Ringle's 
article listS Gertrude. Vanderbilt 
Whitney as the sculptor; I 'woWdlike 
to c1arify this. Mrs. WhitneY designed 
and financed "The Titanic.' John Hor- . 
rigan carved "The Titanic" from a 

· 20-t0n .. block of granite. from my 
hometown, Quincy, Mass., where his 
shed backed to the railroad traclis. 

. I realize Mrs. Whitney's name is on 
the back of "The Titanic: and mimy 
people wiD assume she carved 'it ·1 
would just like the above info passed 
on so that my great, great uncle is 
recognized for his rare talent 

". - MARY E. DIXON 
Deiwood, Md. 
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PRESIDENT VETOES 
LIMITS ON LIABILITY 

Continued From Page Al 

compensated by the meaSure. 
Mr. Clinton sald the bill "tilts the 

playing field against consumers." He 
also said it "inappropriately intrudes 
on state authority." 

He was joined by Janey Fair of 
Political Debate Continues on Radcliff, Ky., whose 14-year-old 

daughter w her 
Manufacturers' Protection sch us's poorly designed fue 

burst into tlames after it was A. 'struck by a truck operated by a 
By NEIL. A. LEWIS I" drunken driver. White House offi­

WASHINGTON, May 2 ...; I a cials sald that the bill would have 
move likely to reverberate thro h: limited compensation avallable to 

Mrs. Falr by prohibiting her fro 
out the election campaign, Presi ent seeking punitive damages from th 
Clinton today vetoed a bill that w h.ld~~b~U~S~' ~m~an:u~fa~c~tu~re:ar.ilci;-;;;;;-Za~ restrict the amount that people -j, ance were Carla 
jured by faulty products could win in Miller of Blue Springs, Mo., whose 

ginia, was so imgered by Mr. Clin­
ton's opposition that he made the 
extraordinary move of accusing a 
President of his own party of selling 
out to trial lawyers, among the Presi­
dent's major campaign contributors. 

Mr. Clinton's veto, the 15th of his 
Presidency, is unlikely to be overrid­
den. That would require two-thirds 
votes In bQth houses of Congress. 

Underneath ail 'the frenetic politi-
al image -making is the high-stakes 

is e of how the nation 'should struc­
ture ts civil-litigation system. The 
bill w initially part of a much larg­
er me ure that waS included in the 
"Cont act With America," the Re­
pub an House members' campaign 

anlfesto in 1994. The House passed 
u of that proposal, but Mr. Dole 

w suable to get the Senate to go 
lawsuits, d d h hi' 

ld II 't' husban was kille In 1990 w en s TIl plan would have drastically 
The measure wou set ml s m 'tractor' rolled over and Jeanne I 

both state and Federal courts on Yanta, who became infertile because overh ed the litigation system, 
punitive damages, money juries may of her use of an iIl-desi ned contra- sharpl educing incentives for peo-
give beyond awards to compensate pie to t to resolve disputes in court ceptlve 
victims for their losses. It involves B the three stories were im s· rastic IIm-
products,as diverse as school buses, lng, it was unclear how changes Its an e _ bill 
heart valves, cigarettes and micro- the bill that Mr. Clinton has said he creasing penalties for fn , 

ou"'s la ults. wave ovens. wanted would make any difference .. ' , 
The issue is a vivid example of how in the Miller case. Mr. Clinton haS AI gh the bill would not limit 

difficult policy questions become said he favors having some national th mount a person may collect for ' 
wrapped in politics in the shadow of a standards for product-lIability"la ctual damages caused by a faulty \. 
Presidential race. Beith Mr: Clinton suits. f product, typically lost wages and ) 
and his presumptive Republican opo One of the princi nsors of medical expenses, it would limit 'pu- , 
ponent in November, Senator Bob th today,/ Senator . nltive damages to $250,000 or twice 
Dole of Kansas, have seized It to John W. Rockefeller 3d of West Vlr- the actual damages, whichever is 
define their differences. ' \ greater. Punitive damages are 

When Mr. Dole and Speaker Newt awarded by juries to punish especial-
Gingrich sent the measure to the Iy outrageous conduct. /' 
White House earlier this week, they Those supporting the measure'in-
held an unusual ceremony that in- cluded the National Associaton of 
cluded a girl who they said could be Manufacturers an e1Jnlted States 
denied a needed medical device be- amber of merce. The major 
cause of lawsuits against its manu- opponents were trial lawyers and 
facturer: consumer groups. 

Today in the Oval Office, Mr. Clin- "This bill shot at lawyers but hit 
ton responded by presiding over an consumers, workers and families," 
even more richly staged event high- I said Joan Claybrook, the president of 
lighting what he said would M the , Public Citizen, a consumer group. 
bill's human costs. He was joined by \ i She praised Mr. Clinton, who she said 
three people who suffered greatly '-. : had stood up to powerful bUSiness 
because of faulty products. lobbies. 

White House officials said that the But Representative John Boehner 
measure would would have prevent- of Ohio, the chairman of the House 
ed tl)e three from being properly Republican Conference, said Mr. 

Clinton'S action was a payoff to trial 
Continued on Page A22, Column 1 ' '.~. lawyers. Money from those lawyers, 

he said, "can buy you a Bill Clinton 
veto." 
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ECONOMY REVIVED 
AT PACE OF 2.8% 

,! 

IN FIRST QUARTER 

STRENGTH HELPS CLINTON 

'But Investors Are Shaken as 
Dow Falls 76.95 Points and 

Bond Yields Pass 7% 

BYDAVIDE.SANGE~ ~\ 
WASHINGTON, May 2 - The 

economy sprang back to life in the 
first quarter of the year, the Com­
merce Department said today, grow- . 
ing at an annual rate of 2.8 percent 
after practically corning to a halt at 
the end of 1995. The report set off a 
near-celebration in the White House 
as Clinton Administration officials 
took credit for reviving an economic' 
expansion that once seemed about to 
expire. 

The growth, which exceeded even 
the most optimistic forecasts by pri­
vate economists, was strong enough 
that it immediately complicated the 
Presidential campaign of Senator. 
Bob Dole. The presumptive Republi­
can nominee and his supporters, cit­
ing the anemic growth rate of five­
tenths of a percent in the fourth 
quarter of last year, have been talk­
ing about the arrival of "the Clinton 
crunch," blaming higher taxes and 
government regulation. for extin­
guishing economic growth. 

And the gain - which would have 
been even greater, economists said, 
had it not been for the January bliz­
zard in the East and a strike at 
General Motors in March - suggest­

. ed that further advances were likely 
this spring and summer. 

But what was good news to the 
White House was sobering to invest­
ors, who feared that the qulckenirig 
of the economy posed a threat of 
higher inflation, rising interest ratl!!; 
and a tighter monetary policy by the 
Federal Reserve. In the bond mar­
ket, traders dumped existing bonds, 
pushing interest rates on long-term 
Treasury securities above 7 percent 
for the first time in a year. On Wall 
Street, where investors were fearful 
that higher rates may make stocks 
less attractive, the Dow Jones indus­
trial average fell nearly 77 points to 
close at 5,575.22. [Page D1.) 

The 2.8 percent .estimate issued 
today, an "advance" figure that is 
subject to revision up or down in 
corning months, was fueled by a 12 
percent surge in the rate of invest­
ment by businesses, including a 
jump of nearly 50 percent in the pace 
of computer purchases. Consumer 

Continued on Page D2, Column I 

Continued From Page Al 

spending also soared after a slow 
Christmas, increasing at an annual 
rate of 3.5 percent. The only negative 
news was a great slowing in exports 
and a surge in imports. (All the 
figures are adjusted to try to elimi­
nate the effects of inflation and sea­
sonal variations.) 

"The Achilles' heel for this Admin­
istration is that the American work­
ers are unhappy campers," Allen 
Sinai, the chief global economist of 
Lehman Brothers, said in a tele­
phone interview from Boston today. 
But now,he added, "anecdotally and 
regionally almost all of the indica·:. 
tors are good. The result of this is 
that the economic card is a losing 
card for the Republicans. ", 

Laura D'Andrea Tyson, director 
of the White House's National Eco- While some economists suggested . 
nomic CounCil, called the revival of that the economy would slow down 
growth "more evidence that the later this year, especially if bond 
President's economic strategy is yields remain above 7 percent, oth­
paying off." " ers guess that while growth may 

Mr. Dole's advisers declined to moderate, the economy is likely to 
speak for attribution, but one of his meet or exceed the White House 
economic strategists speculated that estimate of 2.2 percent for the year. 
the figures would further force tlte "It's on track to· something closer to 
campaign to focus on issues of char- two and a half," Mr. Sinai said. 
acter, leadership and experience, For Mr. Clinton and Mr. Dole, the 
rather than critiques of Mr. Clinton's remaining big issue is the second 
economic record. For their part, Mr. quarter. The "advance" ·f!gures for 
Clinton's strategists said that while that quarter will be issued on Aug. I, . 
the signs of a reviving economy built just before the Democratic and Re­
a solid foundation for the campaign, publican conventions, and will be re­
they were hardly a guarantee at the vised through the heart of the cam­
polls .in an era of job insecurity. paign. TIle first look at the third 

So Just hours after members of the quarter will not come until Oct. 3D, 
Administration paraded out to take iust davs before the electIOn. 
credit for the economy's continued - What threw off the ecoriomic fore­
strength, Robert B. Reich, the Labor casts of the country's first.quarter 
Secretary - who has been used f~e- performance so severely was the 
quently to test themes for Mr. Cltn- surge in business investment, partic­
ton - argued that the Administra- ularly for factory equipment and . 
~ion now had to focus o~ worker~ left computers, which rose 14.5 percent, 
10 ,'fte wake of eco?omlc t~nsltton. compared with an increase of 4 per-
. Even if we can t supply Job sec~- cent in the fourth quarter of 1995. 

nty, we ~n supply .some ~nomlc Nonresidential building grew 5.8 per­
secu~lty, he ~ald 10 pressmg the cent, compared with a meager nine­
~dmmlstratton s a~~nda of tax cred- tenths of a percent. 
ItS. for college tUltton and worker For Mr. Clinton, perhaps the most 
tramlng, among other programs. damaging part of today's report is 
"There ~s still t good ~ason fer all the evidence that exports are slow­
that anxiety o~ -. ther~. . . . Ing down. That was one of the shin-

As one Ad~~lstratton offiCial said ing sectors of the economy, which 
tod~y, explammg the strategr. of Mr. Clinton has claimed as his great­
talkmg abou! corporat~~downslzmg est success. The slowing, while ex- i 

and economic growth 10 the same pected, creates an opening for Mr .. 
breath: "If you only do good news Dole to say that some of the market­
and ignore the bad news, it just opening initiatives have failed to. 
doesn't sound credible." narrow the country's trade gap. 

While today's numbers' are ex- Data included in the gross domes-
traordinarily good compared with tic product for the first quarter of 
expectations - Merrill Lynch & 1996 follow, with all dollar amounts 
Company, along with Il)any other in billions at seasonally adjusted an­
forecasters, predicted only a 1.5 per- nual rates. Percentage changes are 
cent annual growth rate for the quar- from the previous quarter at season­
ter - they are not particularly re- ally adjusted annual rates. 
markable when viewed against oth-

,er economic advances since World 
War 11. And the figures still leave 
room for Mr. Dole and others to 
argue, as the conservative Heritage 
Foundation has recently, that more 
than a million new jobs would have 
been created and employee wages 
would be significantly higher had the 
Democrats not pushed through a tax 
bill three years ago. 

But that is arguing a might-have- , 
been, compared with Mr. Clinton's 
ability to refer to the here-and-now 
of more than eight million net new 
jobs added in the midst' of an era of 
widespread corporate downsizing. 

Until very recently, one of the the 
greatest fears at the White House 
was a rerun of 1992 in which the 
economy appeared to languish in the 
six months leading up to the Presi­
dential election. Administration offi­
cials referred to this as the "Bush 
scenario." (Only later was it clear 
that the economy picked up steam 
that summer.) While economists 
and political strategists can argue 
the point of what Mr. Clinton could 
have done to help the economy fur­
ther, he can campaign on numbers 
that give the promise of prosperity 
- and hints that the wage stagnation 
of the last several years is slowly 
reversing. 

THE NEW YORK TJMES 
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LiabilitY-limits bill shipped to Clinton II 
GOPwelcomes ' 
veto as part of 
election strategy 
By Laurie Kellman 
THE W4SHINGTON TIMES 

With much election-year fan­
fare, Congress yesterday sent 
President Clinton a bill to limit 
monetary awards to consumers in­
jured by faulty products, a part of 
the House GOP's "Contract With 
America" and a prospect for veto. 

Republicans made it clear that 
they know that gathering votes for 
a veto (lverride is impossible in an 
election year. 

What's crucial to the majority is 
collecting a presidential veto for a 
bill that polls show voters over. 
whelmingly want. 

"When this bill arrives on his 
desk, President Clinton', will 
choose whether he's on the side of 
the hard-working American con­
sumers ... or of the smooth­
talking, get-rich-quick trial law­
yers:' Senate Majority Leader Bob 
Dole, the likely GOP presidential 
nominee, said at a press confer­
ence in which he refused to answer 
questions. 

"The doors of the Clinton White 
House appear to have swung wide 
open for this lobby of greed, while 
closing the door on average Amer­
icans who seek justice:' said for­
mer Attorney General Dick 
Thornburgh. "We're going to have 
to wait for a change of heart by the 
president, or a change of presi­
dents, to get [such reform)." 

The bill is an example of the 
Republicans' "veto-bait" strategy 
- puroposely sending bills to Mr. 
Clinton that he is certain to veto. 
The motive is to draw sharp dis­
tinctions between Reoublicans 
and the president. 

Rather than quietly sending the 
product-liability bill to the White 
House as usual, Republicans 
hyped the event and accused the 
president of opposing the bill un­
der pressure from the trial law­
yers' lobby. 

Rep. Ed Bryant, Tennessee Re­
pUblican, released a letter signed 
by 200 House members - includ­
ing four Democrats - asking Mr. 
Clinton to sign the bill. 

The measure sent to the White 
House is a compromise between 
versions passed by the House and 
Senate to stop frivolous lawsuits. 
Passed by the Senate 59-40 on 
March 21 and by the House 
259-158 a week later, the compro-' 
mise bill would limit damages paid 
by large businesses to $250,000, or 
twice the value of the claimant's 

. ~ 

Speaker Newt Gingrich and Sen. Bob Dole are joined by (from left) Sen. Don Nickles, executive Lewis Fuller, 
9-year-old Tara Ransom and her mother, Unda, yesterday as the product liability bill Is sent to the president. 

PRODUCT LIABILITY 
FAIRNESS ACT OF 1995 
Congress yesterday sent President Clinton a bill that would tlmlt 
money awarded to consumers Injured by faulty products_ Mr. 
Clinton plans to veto the bill. Its provisions Include: 

• Awarding punitiVe damages only" the claimant establishes by "clear 
and COnvincing evidence" that the harm wes the resutt of conduct , 
carried out by the defendant with a 'conscious, flagrant Indifference to 
the rights or safety of others.' 
• Allowing victorious claimants suing businesses with 25 or more 
workers to collect punitive damages of $250,000, or twice the cost of 
the injury, whichever is greater. 
• Allowing victorious claimants suing businesses with fewer than 25 
employees to collect punitive damages of $250,000 or twice the cost of 
the injury, whichever is less. 
• Giving judges authority to award additional amounts for punitive 
damages in egregious cases. 
• Setting a two-year statute of limitations on suing, from the time the 
harm is discovered or should have been discovered. 
• Reducing awards for claimants who are partially responsible for the 
harm, and providing reduction in awards if the harm results from the 
misuse or alteration of the product. 
• Defending against claimants whose intoxication Is found to be the 
primary cause of the harm. 

Source: OfI'ice of Sen. Slade Gorton, on Republican a~ Senate sponsor 

economic harm. 
Opponents say the bill would 

deny states the ability to set their 
own limits and would deprive con· 

, sumers of ~edres~ against manu-

facturers of unsate products. 
Passage came after Mr. Clinton 

doused the Senate debate with 
presidential politics by personally 
urging his allies to oppose the ef-

fort to sIDp a filibuster on the mat­
ter. But many of the president's 
Senate friends, such as Sen. John 
D. Rockefeller IV of West Virginia, 
supported the bill. 

Mr. Clinton's opposition to the 
bill has been shaky. In a March 16 
letter to congressional leaders, he 
objected to provisions that would 
allow irresponsible companies to 
use the award limits as "incentive 
to engage in egregious miscon­
duct." Five days later, he said he 
would sign the bill if ~relatively 
modest" changes were made. 

Yesterday, White House Press 
Secretary Michael McCurry made 
no bones about Mr. Clinton's inten­
tions. 

"The president believes the 
product-liability legislation 
passed by this Congress 40es not 
adequately protect consumers 
[and) does not address the need to 
protect the American people from 
faulty products that could cause 
damage to American families:' Mr. 
McCurry said. "It's no question 
that he will veto it." 

Senate Minority Leader Thm 
Daschie, South Dakota Democrat, 
left the door open to negotiations. 
"This bill is fixable:' he said, refer­
ring to the prospect of a post-veto 
revival. 
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Penmanship draws 
Whitewater scrutiny 
Did Susan McDougal disguise writing? 

LITILE ROCK, Ark. (UPI) -
An FBI agent testified yesterday 
that Whitewater defendant Susan 
McDougal, a former business 
partner of President and Hillary 
Clinton's, tried to disguise her 
handwriting in samples she gave 
for the FBI last year. . 

Special Agent William Heilman 
said he and another agent repeat­
edly had to direct Mrs. McDougal 
to write in a cursive style and make 
her letters smaller during a 
2'1.-hour session in which"she" gave 
50 pages of handwriting salllpies. 

"I noticed a number of wide 
varieties in letter forms, discon­
nected letter forms, shakiness and 
exaggerated letter formation with 
more printed than cursive style:' 
Mr. Heilman said. "The probabil­
ity was great I did not receive ex­
amples of natural writing." 

Mr. Heilman said the agents had 
to instruct Mrs. McDougal to sign 
her name McDougal instead of 
Henley, her maiden name. 

The agent said the samples indi­
cated an attempt to disguise her 
writing. 

Prosecutors contend that Mrs. 
McDougal's actions at the June 22, 
1995, session in which she gave 
handwriting samples was evi­
dence of a guilty conscience and 
the criminal intent of her 10-yea!' 
old loan history. 

Mrs. McDougal, her ex-hus· 
band James McDougal, the Clin­
tons' former real estate partners, 
and Gov. Jim Guy Thcker are ac­
cused in a 21-count indictment of 
conspiring with the government's 
star witness, David Hale, to float 
fraudulent loans to finance their 
business ventures. 

Hale has testified that the de­
fendants submitted false loan ap­
plications to get money from his 
government-licensed loan broker­
age and the McDougals' Madison 
Guaranty Savings and Loan Asso­
ciation for themselves and· se­
lected political friends. 

He said President Clinton re­
ceived $150,000 from a $300,000 
loan issued by Hale's company to 
Mrs. McDougal's firm, Master 
Marketers, a wholly owned subsid­
iary of Madison. 

On Sunday, Mr. Clinton testified 
on videotape during a fou!'hour 
session at the White House. The 
tape will be played when the de­
fense presents its case: 

Deputy Independent Counsel 
Ray Jahn"said the government had 

"1 noticed a number 
of wide varieties in 
letter forms, 
disconnected letter 
forms, shakiness and 
exaggerated letter 

"" formati!.Jn." 
- William Heilman, 

FBI special agent 

about six more witnesses and 
could rest its case this week. 

Mrs. McDougal's attorney, Jen­
Differ Horan, questioned Mr. Heil­
man about the defendant's emo­
tional state last year when she 
gave the writing samples. 

Mr. Heilman siud she was 1IIIi­
mated and "somewhat agitated," 
but he said he knew little of prob­
lems Miss Horan said her client 
had in traveling to Little Rock and 
chec~g into the hotel room the 
government was supposed to have 
reserved for her. I 

Over prosecution. objections, 
Miss Horan told the jury that Mrs. 
McDougal worked a full day in 
California before boarding a plane 
forAi six-hour trip to Arkansas. She 
arriYed near midnight with no one 
to meet her at the airport, arrived 
at a hotel and found no reservation 
awaiting her and, because the ho­
tel had no restaurant, had nothing 
to eat until the agents came for her . 
around noon the next day. 

"Isn't it true when you saw Su­
sal' McDougal she was visibly up­
set," Miss Horan asked. 

"No," Mr. Heilman replied. "She 
was talking about the experience 
of traveling." 

"She was raising a ruckus about 
it, wasn't she?"Miss Horan asked. 

"She's a very animated person;' 
Mr. Heilman said. 

Miss Horan asked Mr. Heilman 
if he knew Mrs. McDougal was di­
vorced and was using her maiden 
name at the time she was asked to 
give signature samples. He said he 
didn't know. 

Later, Mr. Jahn showed the wit­
ness a hotel registration fonD Mrs. 
McDougal signed when she ar­
ri Yed in Little Rock last year. It 
was signed Susan McDougal. . 



Economic ScenelPeterPassell 

A Dole bill to revise tort law may 

lure some c~ntrist Democrats. 

THIS week or next President Clinton Is ex­
pected to veto a bill that would limit punitive 
damage awards In product liability suits. In 

response, Senator Bob Dole plans to introduce a 
new bill to change tort law - one even more 
ambitious than the full-blown makeover for civil 
Justice proposed by Republicans last year. 

This counterpunch wi\l no doubt be Interpreted 
as a pre-election reminder to corporate America 
where Its bread Is buttered. But the new bill also 
represents a sharp change In substance, and It 
may win over centrist Democrats. 

The 104th Congress treated legal reform as oft 

zero-sum game In which defendants' gains inev' . 
itably melmt plaintiffs' losses. By contrast, the 
Dole-McCbnnell bill (for Senator Mitch McCon­
nell, the Kentucky Republican) takes dead aim at 
the lawyers who, Its proponents say, confound the 
process. "We now have a civil justice system that 
might as well have been Invented by Kafka," said 
Michael Horowitz, a policy analyst at the Hudson 
Institute and a part of the brain trust behind the 

. Dole-McConnell bill. "The core Issue," he said, "is 
how to get more money Into injured people's 
pockets, faster." 

• • • 
. Civil justice revision, as conceived by business 
lobbies, would make It harder to win damages and 
limit the latitude of courts In making the punish­
ment fit the transgression. The new Federal 
"loser pays" law, for example, deters securities 
fraud lawsuits by requiring the losing side to pay 
everyone's legal bi\ls. . 

This approach pleases corporations more likely 
to see themselves as defendants than plaintiffs. It 
also fits the world view of conservative legal 
scholars, who argue that the courts have grown 
too willing to play Robin Hood. But it has made 

tort reform an easy target for trial lawyers, who 
have successfully tarre<\ It as antlpopullst. , 

Peter Kinzler, a forrtier Congressional staff 
member who Is now a partner In the consulting 
firm of Kinzler-Swab, notes that It wasn't always 
thus. "No fault" auto Insurance, deSigned to com­
pensate Injury victims without expensive legal 
confrontation, was a liberal cause: "Mike Dukakls 
sponsored the first state no-fault,law to pass," lie 
noted. 

But the coalition of consumer groups and labor 
unions backing no-fault broke up In the early 
1980's after Ralph Nader took on all who dared . 
restrict access to courts. And civil Justice reform 
refocused on the Issues' that ·most concerned 
bUSiness. Now the pendulum Is swinging back. 

The Dole-McConnell bill resurrects no-fault 
auto Insurance with some clever twists. "Auto­
chol~e," Invented by Jeffrey O'Connell of the 
University of Virginia Law School along with Mr. 
Horowitz, would require that Insurers compen­
sate their own policyholders for economic losses. 
Those who wish could maintain the right to be 
compensated for intangible pain and suffering by 
buying extra coverage from the Insurers. 

With no need to establish fault in court, the cost 
of insurance would fall sharply. Allan Abrahamse 
and Stephen Carroll, economists at the 'Rand 
Corporation, estimate that it would save one-third 
in premiums - $40 billion in ,1996 - provided 
people chose to do without pain and suffering 
coverage. "Tort' reform wouJd be transformed 
from political ,broccoli to ice cream," Mr. Horo­
witz said. 

The other big piece of the Dole-MCConnell pack­
age would restrict contingency fees to cases in 
which plaintiffs' lawyers bear significant risk of 
working for nothing. "In most injury suits, settle­
ments are virtually guaranteed and even the size 
of the settlement follows sUfriilardized guld~ 
lines," explained Lester Brickman, a professor at 
the Cardozo School of Law in New York. 

Plaintiffs would be obliged to give defendants a 
chance to make a' settlement offer before the 
lawyers had invested much in legal maneuvering. 
The plaintiffs would not be obliged to accept an 
early offer. But contingency fees, Which now run 
to a third or more of judgments, could not be i 
collected by their lawyers on any smaller sum, ! 

Suppose a defendant's insurer offered $50,000 to ! 
settle an injury case after being notified of the. 
suil And suppose the victim turned down the' 
offer and years later won a judgment for. $60,000. 
The victim's lawyer could collect a contingency 
fee only on the last $10,000. He or she would be 
limited to an hourly fee for the routine work 
involved in soliCiting the $50,000 early offer. 

The ,likely savings?, According. to the Joint 
Economic Committee of Congress It would 
amount ~o "a Significant portion of tl\e over $45 
billion in tort costs attributable to lawyers' fees." I 

" • • • 
The big lure here, Mr. McConnell 'argues, is the 

potential consumer savings. "This Is the tax cut 
for the middle class both Republicans and Demo­
crats want," he said. ' 

Could any piece of this bill be enacted before 
the election? "This Is not arcane legislation that 
is difficult to explain," Mr. McConnell allowEti 
"All things are possible." 
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Last month The newspa-
-un>, By TIMOTHY EGAN said later that he had done secret . per of Bend called for Mr, Cooley to 
;:;::;':A month ago, Representative Wes demolition work, something his resign, saying his false claims about 
~. Cooley, a freshman Republican from spokesman said was so classified military service and other issues had 
"~astem Oregon, mistook~an April that Mr, Cooley could not speak made him "an embarrassment to 
'''Fool's spoof for real news and cited it about it. Corigress and the good people of the 
:~'in a speech. Asked about the gaffe by But, following reports in The Ore- Second Congressional District." 

a reporter fr~ his home st!lte, Mr. gonian, the Congressman now says In the 1994 voters' pamphlet, Mr. 
Cooley is reported to have replied he was lying about his war record. "I Cooley presented himself as a 

2 at he would beat !ler up if she were shouldn't even have said Korea," he "rancher, farmer and family man." 
~t a woman. said last month. '" was in the Army. But The Bulletin reported recently 
- In a clarification, he later said he 'was in the Special Forces. At that that Mr. Cooley and his wife used the 

i
~ ad told the reporter, Rose Ellen period of time, the Korean conflict ranch primarily for a vitamin manu­

'Connor of The Oregonian, "You was going on." facturing business, but received a 
hould be whipped, and if you were' He also said he mistakenly put in tax break because the property was 

~ot a lady, I would whip you.' Ms. the voters' pamphlet that he was a zoned for farming. . 
..,'Connor was six months pregnant member of Phi Beta Kappa, the Mr. Cooley has not explained the 
~t the time. scholastic honorary society. In fac~ circumstances behind the tax break. 
-- Many of Mr, Cooley's staunchest he was in another, Greek hon?r soci- His f1areup with the Oregonian re­
::'upporters in the rural Second Dis- ety at a co~mumty college m Call- porter came after Roll Call, a Capitol 
;!lrict of Oregon dismissed the episode fomla, he SaId, Hill newspaper, issued an April 
:\>s nothing more than the venting of a A person who provides false infor- Fool's spoof in which It reported that 
~olksy Congressman. But now far mation in the voters' pamphlet, or on Democrats plaImed to bring back 
&nore serious problems have arisen a v01er registration card, could be former Speaker Jim Wright to head 
;that could land Mr. Cooley or his wife subject to felony criminal prosecu- up a Congressional ethics office. Mr. =n jail, and his constituents are clam- tloll ,In o.regon! the Secretary of Wright, a Texas Democrat, resigned 

The biggest question has tOdo with For Republicans, who are seeing a. Mr. Cooley said in a speech to i
ring for answers. State s office SaId yesterday. over ethics problems. 

ow long Mr. Cooley has been·mar· number of their more outspoken timber representatives that this was 
ied. If he and his second wife, Rose- Western Representatives implode as an example of what could happen if 

;lnary Herron CooleY,have been mar· . the political season unfolds, the saga the Democrats regained power. 
=-~ed since the mid"1980's, as he has of Mr. Cooley is particularly palnful. "It was an April Fool's article, and 
..said in the past, the couple could face The filing date for Oregon's May 21 everyone knew It but Wes," said Rep­
:D"raud charges for continuing to ac· primary has already passed, and Mr. resentatlve Jim Bunn, a fellow Re-
:rept Mrs. Cool\!y's benefits as a rna.. Cooley is the sole party nominee. publican freshman from Oregon. "It I 
.-ine's widow. . If Mr. Cooley were to step down was just classic Wes." 
~: The Department of Veterans Af· after the primary, the party could When asked about It by reporters, : 
.airs said yesterday that Mrs. Cooley name a nominee. But they are facing Mr. Cooley exploded In front of col-

eceived a monthly benefit for nearly a formidable challenge from a Dem- leagues and other reporters, accord­
o years after the death of her first ocrat, Mike Dugan, a county prosecu· Ing to The Oregonian. The paper and 
usband, a Marine captain. The tor with strong support from the witnesses sald he threatened to 
enefits ended In early 1994, when area around Bend, one of the largest punch Ms. O'COnnor In the n«?se, say· 
rs. Cooley. told department offl· cities in the vast district east and lng, "The only thing between you and 

lals that she and Mr. Cooley were south of the Cascades. me Is jall." 
. arried. At the time, the benefits "People in ihe district are very But today, Mr. Cooley's office 
.,ere nearly $900 a month. Federal concerned," . sald state Senator Nell again said that he had actually 
aw prohibits anyone from receiving Bryant, a Republican from Bend. threatened to "whip" her, not punch 

,wCh benefits If he or she remarries. "He's got to provide some answers her in the nose. "Whip is correct," 
~The records of the Cooley mar· on two fronts: one, his Korean expe- Mr. Redmond sald. 
';'lfage are sealed In California, at the rience, and two,' whether he was 

.. ~)()Ieys' request. Friends of the Coo- married in Mexico." 
~s say the couple had always sald Mr. Bryant added: "People want 

y married in Mexico in the mid· disclosure .. People want the facts." 
80's. Mr. Cooley will not say when, While past problems about Mr. 

jactly, they exchanged vows, Cooley have sometlll.les been' dis-
r "He will attemptto explain It when missed in his district as biased re­
~ has all the facts at his disposal," porting by The Oregonian, the state's 
ild Dave Redmond, Mr. Cooley's leading newspaper, the new round of 
[ess secretary.' questions Is not being taken lightly, 
. Mr. Redmond sald he did not·know Mr. Bryant sald. 
hether the Department of Veterans Mr. Cooley, 64, Is' best known in 
ffairs had begun a fraud investiga· COngress lor his efforts to roll back 

~ :tion of the couple. The agency re- environemntal -laws. He once com-

Q fused to comment, citing privacy . pared Federal Fish and Wildlife 
.:' .:. laws. Service agents to the Gestapo,.and in 

~ (,; f' ;" No matter the exact date of the a COngressional hearing last year in 
louisiana he told a wildlife conserva· . 

wedding, the Cooleys could face legal tionist, "Don't come ·to Oregon, be­
trouble if they lived together and cause you are in trouble." 
represented themselves as husband Ranchers, timber industry offl­
and wife, according to veterans de- cials and miners have hailed him, 
partment guidelines: along' with Representatives. Helen 

Chenoweth of Idaho and J.D. 
"We didn't do anything fraudu· Hayworth of Arizona, two other 

lent," Mr. Cooley said on Monday. freshman Republicans, as leaders in 
"That will all come out." a charge against environmentalists. _ 

Mr. Cooley might also face "He's talking for us, he's speaking 
charges in Oregon for giving false for people in the "natural· resource 
information on official election docu- industries," said Joyce Wheeler, 
ments. In both his voter registration whose family is in the logging busi-
card from the mid·1980's, when he ness in eastern Oregon. "But you do 
.moved to Oregon, and the official wonder why he would say or do some 
state voters' pamphlet from 1994, of the things that have come Qut 
Mr. Cooley stated that he was mar- recently." 
ried to Rosemary Cooley.' Mr. Cooley got into trouble in 1992, I 

Already, officials at the Oregon when he was running for the State 
Secretary of State's office are inves- Senate and moved a trailer into the 
tigating an allegation that Mr. Coo- district so he could qualify as a resi-
ley provided false information for dent. Neighbors said he never lived 
the voters' pamphlet about. his in the district. 
record during the Korean War. Mr. Mr. Cooley's Congressional dis-
Cooley had said that he served with trict is bigger than two-thirds of the 
Army Special Forces in Korea He states. It is mostly conservative, and 

tends to vote Republican by a 5- to 10-
point margin. But even there, he is 
now is serious trouble. 
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Business Groups Hope Ads in Pivotal Ele~toral States Sway .. Clinton on Product Liability Bil('i 
: I '. '-'.' 

By JAMES BENNET before tIIey send It to the White' "People first? 9r trial lawyers :,. does, It was conceivable that "we Sawyer Miller. And all three busl· 
- House. first?" Democ~ats see a' will ramp up again In key electoral ness associations were among 1M WASHINGTON, April 29 - In a .' 

coordinated advertising campaign The blll, which would cover prod- Frank Coleman, a spokesman for states on the Issue." . groups sponsoring a print advertise. 
riVIning in states critical to the Pres· uct liability lawsuits In all Federal the Chamber of Commerce, said the campaign to limit _ He said the advertising campaign ment, which ran last Thursday in 
id~ntial race, several groups fl.' and state courts, would limit Pllnltive advertlsement& were taking advan· was not coordinated with the Dole newspapers here and In state cap.l: 
nanced by business are accusing damages In most cases to $250,000, or tage of the political season to reach damn';'e awarcl~ as a campaign or the Republican Nation: tals, suggesting that Mr. Clinton was 
p';esldent Clinton of carrying water two times damages, whichever Is Mr. Clinton. -&' al Committee, but was coordinated beholden to trial lawyers, ' .. 

. fot greedy trial lawyers. '. greater. Mr. Clinton has said the "His mlnd·set Is In the .electoral proxy assault on the with other groups favoring the prod. Citizens for a Sound Economy haS 
'The groups say they are advertis· measure ~oes nof provide enough college, so that's where we'ri! going. uct liability legislation. received large donations from tob,lic: 

Ing In hopes of persuading Mr. Clln- protection for consumers. to drive a stake through hls·heart,"j. Pres. ident. As part of that joint effort, a sec· co companies, said John Canham· 
toh to sign legislation limiting dam· Most o( the advertisements spon· Mr. Coleman said. '. ond advertisement, paid for by Cltl· Clyne, research director of Congr'e~s' 
age awards In lawsuits over faulty sored by the business groups say The groups behind the advertise- zens for a Sound Economy, also be· Watch, an arm of the organization 
products. Mr. Clinton has said he that trial lawyers have' donated ments say they represent hundreds gan turning up last Tuesday In most Public Citizen, which opposes tHe 
intends to veto the legislation. heavily to Mr. Clinton's campaign. of thousands of businesses and Indl- nles," said David Eichenbaum, com- of the same states. It Jlresents a product liability legislation. He saXd'. 

:But Democrats see the advertise- "Even though the President says vlduals. But Democrats see an effort murdcations director for the Demo- woman, PeggyPhllllps,.who says the It was also supported by foundati6~S' 
mtmts in states like Michigan and he puts people first, he plans to veto' .to help Mr. Dole by big ~uslness, and cratic National Committee. . manufacturer of a medical device associated with the Koch famlly;,n;.. 
Ohio as a proxy assault to' weaken the product liability bill," says the In particular tobacco' companies, . The Chamber of Commerce and she needs may stop making It "be-. dustrlalists based In Wichita, K!!J\:; 
President Clinton on behalf of Sena· announcer In one advertisement, which together with mariufacturers the wholesalers assoclatiori began cause of the threat of frivolous prod- who have donated heavily to Mr.' 
tor Bob Dole, the presumptive Re- paid for by the United States Cham- and Insurers are likely beneficiaries running their advertisement on April uct liability lawsuits:" Dole. ..!. 
publican nomln.ee, who for the mo- ber of Commerce and the National of the legislation limiting damage 23. They plan to take It off the air on Addressing the camera, she says, William S. Armistead, vice pr«r>l-
ment cannot afford to advertise. Mr. Association. of Wholesaler-Dlstrlbu- awards.. , Tuesday, said Dirk Van Dongen, "Mr. President, won't you please dent for· campaign development .!It 
Dole and Speaker Newt Gingrich tors. "Who's first now, Mr. Presl-. "This Is PreSidential politics, pure president of the National Association sign this bill?" Citizens for a.Sound E£onomy, sliJ~~ 
plan to hold a Joint briefing on Tues· dent?" and simple, and the· driving force 'of Wholesaler-Distributors. He said Both advertisementS were pro- "We don't reveal who our memliers' 

. day to call attention to the legislation Words flashed on the screen ask: behind this Is the tobacco compa, that, depending on what Mr. ~lInton duced by the firm Roblnso~ Lerer are' and our donorS(are." 
(i: ~ 'f 
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THE ISSUES 

:pole Calls Public Housing One of 'Last Bastions of Socialism' 
''"'' By ADAM NAGOURNEY 
. WASHINGTON, April 29 - Sena­
.tllr Bob Dole called today for an end 
.tl1. government-assisted housing pro­
.grams, terming public housing "one 
,(If ~he last bastions of socialism In the 
,~orld" and attacking the Clinton Ad­
·minlstratlon for regulatory excess 
.shat he likened to the "thought po­
lice." 
.~ f.'Jr. Dole called for the elimination 
,o',the Department of Housing and 
.Urban Development, and declared 
:thllt government had an obligation to 
'IIIolntaln basic services for the poor. 
·But he added: "These programs 
have failed In that mlsslQrl. They 
have not alleviated poverty. They 
have not; In fact, they've deepened It. 
-"Public housing Is one of the last 
bastions of socialism In the world," 
Mr. Dol~ said. "Imagh'le, the United 
States Government owns the housing 
where an entire class of citizens per­
manently live. We're the landlords of 
mlsery'." 
: With his speech to a convention of 

real estate agents here this morning, 
the presumptive Republican Presl­
Ijentlal nominee signaled his third 
attempt In two weeks to define differ­
ences between himself and President 
Clinton. And again, he did so by por-

. tt'aylng the two men as occupying 
opposite ends of the Ideological spec­
ttum. He had previously attacked 
Mr. ClintOli's record of judiciary ap­
Pointments, and over the weekend, 
li'e called for a rollback of the 4.3 cent 
gjisoline tax that Mr. Clinton had 
pu~hed through as part of the 1993 
aeficit-reductlon package. 
:Mr. Dole's remarks about public 

housing were at the heart of a speech . . . 

that Included both a broad range of 
criticism of Mr. Clinton's record as 
well as a defense of Mr. Dole's ties to 
the Republican Congress. Aides to 
the Kansas Senator believe that Mr. 
Dole's recent political difficulties, 
suggested' by his poor standing In 
public opinion polls, have been 
caused, at least In part, by his assocl­
atloll with .House Republicans lind 
the difficulties he has encountered In 
trying to run the Senate as majority 
leader while running for President. 

Mr. Dole made clear today that he 
Intended neither to step down from 
his position In the Senate, nor to step 

Dole further defines 
his differenceS with ~ 
the President. 

away from his colleagues In the 
House. "I've read lately that all 
those radical Ideas tIiat we had are 
the reasons we may be In difficulty:' 
said Mr. Dole. "First of all, i don't 
think we're In difficulty but secondly, 
they're not radical Ideas." 

He mentioned In particular the at­
tempts by Congress to balance the 
budget over seven years. "We 
thought It was a pretty good Idea," 
Mr. Dole said, "and It wasn't radical, 
wasn't some crackpot Idea that Newt 
Gingrich and Bob Dole thought of at 

. midnight some - one night, and said, 
'Oh; let's do this.' And we did It." 

Stili, M·r. Dole's speech showed the . 

difficulties he has encountered try­
Ing to find a middle ground between 
Mr. Clinton'S policies and those of 
conservative Republicans In Con­
gress. Even as he pointedly rejected 
suggestions that his political difficul­
ties were caused by his association 
with Mr. Gingrich, Mr. Dole made a 
point of saying that he thought gov­
ernment "has an obligation to main­
tain a safety net." 

And even as he offered a broad 
criticism of the Department of Hous­
Ing and Urban Development he of­

. fered some praise for the organiza­
tion he was attacking. "I think we've 
certainly downsized It a great deal, 
and I've said before we could abolish 
It," Mr. Dole said. "But I think their 
goals are commeridable. They want 
to reduce the number of homeless; 
they want to expand housing oppor­
tunities and open housing markets to 
minorities." Mr. Dole said he had no 
quarrel with HUD's goals, but rather 
Its tactics .. 

ldr. Dole suggested that the public 
hauslng programs be replaced with a 
system 01" vouchers, under which 

. people eligible for public housing as­
sistance would be awarded certifi­
cates that they could use to pay for 
rent In private housing. 
. To clear the way for the elimina­
tion of· the housing agency, Mr. Dole 
proposed that homeless assistance 
programs should be transferred'to 
the Department of Health and Hu­
man Services, and enforcement ef­
forts be turned over to the Depart­
ment of Justice. ; 

Henry G. Cisneros, the Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Development, 
said that his ,department had tried to 
push the voucher program through, 

but had encountered resistance from 
Republicans In Congress. He reject­
ed Mr. Dole's statement as "election­
year simplistic answers. What about 
all those units, and ali those people, 
and what has been a fiO-year consen- , 
sus on housing policy?" ' 

Beyond policy, Mr, Dole singled 
out for criticism a senior official in 
the Department of Housing and U r­
ban Development - Roberta Ach­
tenberg - as •. an example of liberal 
excesses. He noted that Ms. Achten­
berg had lead an effort by HUD to 
Investigate groups that had fought 
the agency's efforts· to build public 
housing. 

Mr. Dole was referring to two in­
stances In which HUD Investigated 
citizens who sought to block public 
housing projects by writing letters of , 
protest and gathering petitions. 

Both Investigations were scaled 
back In response to critiCism, on 
orders of Mr. 'Cisneros .. 
. Ms. Achtenberg was the only HUD 

offiCial Mr. Dole mentioned by name. . 
Her appointment was noteworthy be- I 
cause she was the highest-level open 
lesbian appointed by the PreSident, 
and her appointment had been' op­
posed by some conservative Republi­
cans, notably Senator Jesse Helms of i 
North Carolina. who Is a longtime ' 
friend and supporter of the Kansas 
Senator. Mr. Dole's aides said the 
Senator had singled her out only be­
cause she was In charge of the de­
partment behind these inquiries, and 
they were not tryIng to revive the 
controversy that surrounded her ap­
pointment. 
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REVIEW & OUTLOOK 

Asbestos, Audacity 
Last month we reported on the Some judges would like to but, they 

chutzpah of Peter Angelos, the pIain- can't in 1990 a plaintiff-friendly 
, tiffs lawyer who tried to push a bill Texas Supreme Court decided to,abol­

through the Maryland legislature to Ish the doctrine of turvm non canve­
make It easier for him to win punitive , niens ,In personal injury cases. ThIs 
damages In asbestos cases. Mr. An- meant Texas judges could no longer 

,gelos's effort was stymied (though the dismiss cases from out-ilf-state or for­
state 'did throw the Orioles owner a elgn plaintiffs, even U they could seek 
bone by hiring him on a contingency- justice In their home, jurtsdictlons. 

, fee basis to sue the tobacco compa- This turned Texas Into the "court­
Dies). No such luck In Texas, That house to the wOrld," and aq;elerated 
state's asbestos lawyers succeeded In the trend of Lone Star lItigators span­
rewriting a tort reform measure In DIng the globe to bring In lucrative, 
their favor-and now they're using cases, from breast ,Implants to air 
the loophole to dog up the state courts crashes. ' 
with asbestos cases and win mIlHons Texas companies were so upset' by 
In fees. the Dow v. A/ftJro decision that they 

, Many readers may have forgotten pushed the state Legislature to over­
that the asbestos cases even exist ride It. In 1993 lawnulkers dldjustthat, 
Breast Implants and now tob,acco have but not before' Democratic Governor, 

, pushed asbestos out of the limelight Ann Richards engineered a loophole 
But more than two decades after this designed to benefit,her campaign con­
toxic tort started, and long after trlbutors In the plaintiff's bar. The new 
many of the original manufacturers law allows judges to dismiss out-of­
went out of business, asbestos IIt1ga- state caseS except those involving rati-, 
tion grinds on. No state has more roads, aircratt crashes and asbestos. 
cases than Texas. As of last Decem- NaturaHythis has turned Into a b0-
ber, the Texas Civil Justice League es- nanza for the plaintiffs bar. They've 
timates there was a backlog of 39,896 Dooded the state with asbestos cases .. 
asbestos cases In state court. Most of' 'many from Alabama, which has a 
them are concentrated In a handful of more restrictive statute of limitations. 
plaintiff-friendly jurisdictions, prtncl- And every time that the state LegIsJa­
pally the city of Beaumont, notorious ' lure convenes, which raises the possI­
as the Tort Capital of America. billty that the loophole will be dosed, , 

These cases have made a small the lawyers" file several thousand, 
number of plaintiffs attorneys very, more ,cases. ' 
very wealthy. The 1995 Forbes list of The judiciary has responded by 
the best-paid lawyers In America has giving the cases specIaI trealment In 
two asbestos attorneys from Beau- many CIluntles, judges now spend a ' 
mont In the NO.3 and 4 spots: Wayne month eilcb year handllngnothlng but 
Reaud, 526 million, and Walter 'asbestos cases_ SInce the judges don't 
Umphrey, $19, mIlHon. All this lucre want to preside over lengthy trials, 
was ,generated by suits that are this puts powerful pressure on the 
mainly meritless. Yes of course there manufacturers to cave ,In and settle 
are some genuine victims of long-terni dubious daims. That pressure Is 'of 
exposure to asbestos who have con- course Intensified by verdicts like the 
!racted asbestosis (scarrtng of the 526.5 mIlHon tl11lt Walter Umphrey's 
lungs) or mesothelioma (a rare form firm won for 10 plaintiffs In 1994 from 
of cancer). But large numbers of the "a Houston jury. 
plaintiffs ,weren't seriously Injured. It's a sweet deal for the plaintiffs 
They just want to hit the jackpot for 'bar, but a bad one for the rest of 

One for the Gipper 
Who says the American political dined to take that political rtsk. The 

system doesn'fwork? Congress 0naIly Item veto, with Its power to remove 
gave the president a line-item veto lastspedni: provisions, puts the president 
week, only 12 years after Ronald Rea- hack Into the budget game. WhIle run­
gan first asked for It. The moment away spending won't really be stopped 
shouldn't pass without some recogni- until ml!IdIe-cIass entlUements are re­
tlon of how this relOI'm became both ,fomed, the Item veto at least In­
necessary, and possible. • creases a president's, bargaining 

Especially because the same crowd ,',power with Congress.' 
that opppsed the Item veto for so long What's extraordinary, and praise-
Is now saying It won't make much d1f- worthy, now Is that a Republican Con­
ference_ The press corps Is ,dragging gress has voted to hand this power to 
out the usual suspects to deride It, 'a Democratic 'president, albeit start­
some of whom ,(for example former InJ In January. The veto never would, ' 
GOP Representative Mickey Ed~ have passed If Tom Foley ,w~ stili 
wards) lost their jobs In Congress be- Speaker of the House. Indeed, while 
cause they liked spending ,too much. Bill ClInton supported the Item veto 
But no one we know has ever said the 'during the 1992 campaign, he quickly 
Item veto by Itself would shrink the fOrgot about It after Mr. Foley and 
federal deficit. 'We doubt· the Glpper friends got to him during thelrfamous 
ever did. , ' visit to Little Rock after the election. 

What he did say was ihatthe ltem'i'hus began the capture of Mr. ClInton 
veto was a tool, a political lever to re- by the liberal Congress of 1993-94, an 
store more discipline and accIiuI!tabll- era, he now wants voters to forget. 
Ity to Beltway budgeting. SpeclOcalIy, PassIng the item veto now Is 
it wiD help restore a power balance be- 'Ronald Reagan's rev~nge on the lIl~er­
,tween Congress and the executive that 'aJs who thwarted him on spending 
was tipped toward the Capitol by the during the' 19805. Their profligacy 
budget act of 1974. Congress was 'brought the public view of Congress so' 
caught In a budget fight with Richard low that Its new members ,now feel 
NIxon, who resorted to the age-old .' ob1lgeil to hand some of ,their own 
pr.estdentlal power of "impounding," power to the executive. CredIt goes to 
or refusing to spend, funds_ So Con- many, ,but especially to Republican 
gresslOnal liberals stripped a prest-Senators Dan Coats and John McCaIn, 
dent weakened by Watergate of that for persevering despite, objections 
power. The era of runa.way spending from spenders (Pete Domenlcl, Ted 
and deficlta begiln right there. Stevens) In ,their own party. When 

WhIle Congress tried to blame Rea- even liberal Democrats Russ Feingold , 
gan's tax cuts for deficits, during the and Paul Wellstone feel obIlged to sup-
19805, the Dow of red Ink began In 'port the Item veto, as they did last 
eamest In the mld-197as_Congress ran week, you know where the tide of hIs-
roughshod overprestdents of both par- tory Is movlng_ , 
ties, from FonI throilgli, Carter and ' Twelve years seem like a long time 
Reagan to Bush_ A president's only opo' from proposal to passage, but In the 
tlon has been to veto the entire federal dIfOcuit American system It often 
budget, even U he objects to only a few, . 'takes that long to brellk the back of 
provisions. Most prestdents have de- :buslness as usual., 

'Asides' 
"mental anguish" and the like. Texas. ~e are In essence subsidizing 'Party Ethics ' something that everybody else gets." 

Nothing unusual about that Unlor- out-of-state lawsuits," says Jon Opel! You'll be reassured to know that , They,can go to any,party U 25 or more 
tunately it's how the civil justice sys- of Citizens Against Lawsuit Abuse In when In August you're watcblng all people are present, not unlike, we sup­
tem works nowadays. Bllt even by to- Houston. "Texans are paying to sup- those home-state pols and delegates In pose, the roles they set for their own 
da.y's standards, there is one mind- port this system, but they have to walt the silly hats blowing horns and smoke daughters' on prom night. Parties 
boggling element of the asbestos In line for their own cases to be heard, throwJi by state or local governments 
cases: Tort reformers estimate that while out-of-state litigants are getting on the Doors of the political conven- ': seem to be OK, though no word on 
85"0 of tho plam' tiffs-or roughly 34,000 Into court." ' , tlons, It'll all be..!thlcal, U nothing h th th ' cel1Ing th 

" • else. On Thursday the House EthIcs, weer ere s a on e num-, 
cases-clogging Texas courts aren't Governor' George Bush, who re- Committee Issued a: bunch of rules to ber of lobbyists allowed In before the 
from the Lone Star State. Neither are placed Ann Richards, deserves a lot of foment ethical behilvior at the conven- Ore inaishaJ has to be called. Maybe 
most of the defendants. The only con- CredIt for pushing through and signing tlons. The Members can accept the the EthIcs Commlttee should throw a: 
nectlon to Texas Is that the plaintiffs a: tort reform package last year. But' ubi ulto tot b fuII f 'nn" T model party, saCkcloths han, ded out at lawyers are there, and they know that plainly more needs to be done_ Until, q us . e ags 0,......--
it offers a friendlier venue than neigh- the asbestos loophole Is closed, Tex- shirts, caps, propaganda-"If It's the door. 
boring states. So why don't the courts' ans will'contlnue to pay the costs for' 
simply tell all these plaintiffs to go the extreme audacity of a handful of 
home? bar-certiOed buccaneers. ' 
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,ill to Lim~t,Damages, Gains as Senate Debate Is Cut OR' 
By NEIL A. LEWIS tIaJ nominee, pressed his fellow Re- Rockefeller 4th appeared. The West category that would Include a wide 

WASHINGTON, March 20 _ After 'publicans to vote In favor of the bill. Virginia Democrat and longtime ally , variety of Items, including artificial 
an Intense.ieglslatlve battle that had "He wanted to -make-5unHhls' bllI--'of 'the PreSident, has iong sought to ' hips, garbage 'cIISposals iina automo­
a strong whiff ,of Presidential poll. goes,to the President," said a Repub- limit damages In product liability biles. People would stili be allowed to 
ticS; :the Senate today voted to move IIcan Senator who spoke on the condl- lawsuits, In an extraordinary" rebuke collect damages for their' actual 

• ahead with ,a measure that would ,tlon of anonymity. . to a President of hls own party, Mr. losses, typically lost wages, medical 
'1I11!1t damages available to people In the end, Mr. ClInton came close, Rockefeller accused Mr. Clinton of expenses and damaged property. 
, who are hun by faulty products. winning over four Democrats who, aIIowirig "raw politics" to oVercome But punitive damages awarded<by -

By a vote of 60, to 40, the Senate " had previously voted In favor of the reason. ' , Juries to punish especially reckless 
provided the bare minimum neces- measure: Senators Charles'S. Robb, Underneath all the fevered politi- behavior would be limited to $250,000 
sary to cot off debate on the measure of Virginia. Barbara A. MIkulski of cal maneuvering Is the hIgh-stakes twI th actual d ' , 
that, ,was 'being staged by Its oppo- Issue of how the nation should strut- or Senac::,r :yron L. ;::=~~ N~~ 
Dents. For the dozen Democrats who ture Its civil legal system, the one Dakota Democrat, complalned aljQljt 
voted In favor of the measure, It was Th . fo used to settle disputes among pM. ch th "-
a repudiation of President Clinton. e stage: JS set r a ties. The bill was initially pan of a anges In e section of the meas-

Just days ago, Mr. ClInton said he much larger Republlcan.lnsplred ef. ure that dealt with whether It applied 
I confron~ati' 'on wz'th • dras' ' to disasters involving utilities like p anned to veto the legislation be- &1 ,on to tlcally overhaul the na·' natural gas and electricity. He sald 

cause he feared that It tilted too,,' tIon's civil litigation system, sharply 
much' In favor of bUSiness and' pOliticat overtones, reducing the incentives for people to the bill seemed to have been substan-
against ,consumers. Today's action try to resolve their disputes In coun tIaIIy changed - and cunningly - so 

"means the Senate will iiJmost cer. by a combination of'lIm1t1ng dam. thatltnowsaldtheopposlteof'whlit 
tlilrllypass the measure on Thursday "ages and increasing penalties for, It had seemed to say earlier. " .. 
snd send It to the HO~ M~land, DIanne Feinstein of Call· frivolous lawsuits. Business lobby. The debate illuminated the compll· 
expected 'to approve I ext week, fomla,and Kent Conrild of Nonh Ists contended that the nation's legal cated art of legislative language; 'ID 
setting up snother co Dakota. But Mr. Dole was able to system was a kind of lottery system fact, a provtslon had been quietly 
even deeper Into the political cam- persuade an earlier Republican up- In which a few people received exor. added to that section which provided 
paign season as Congress takes up ponent of the btll, Arlen Specter of bltantawards while most people got sn exemption to !III exemption. Natu· 
sn effort to override the President PennsylvanJa,to switch his position, little. Consumer, gioups 'and trial ral gas disasters would be exempt 

Mr. Clinton called a hsndful of providing the margin of victory: lawyers argued that such proposals from the btU's limits, except In stl1tes 
Senators on Tuesday snd today to As the vote was taken, cheers would cloSe counhouse dOors to pea- that treated such cases Ina cenaIn 
enlist their help against the measure. 'erupted In a room outside the Senate pie with no other recourse. The bill way. Under questioning, Senator 

At the same time, Senator Bob chamber, where business lobbyists was a scaled-back version thllt would Slade Gorton, a WasIIIngton Republj: 
Dole, the Senate majority leader and for the bill had gatliered. They~, lIm1t punltlve damage awards In can and sponsor of the btll, acknowl; 
presumptive Republican Presiden- plauded loudly when Senator J~ D. cases involving faulty products, a edged that Included 44 states. , .... 

-Ranchers Descend on Capitol to Gain' U.S. Grazing Land 
By JOHN H. CUSHMAN Jr., co, who will offer asubstltute, are 

WASHINGTON, March 20 _ A few . opposed to the bill 
hundred extra palrs of cowboy boots As the ranchers argue for the bIB, 
are moseying around Capitol Hill their demeanor sends somp subtle 
this week, on the feet of rsnchers sIgnals calculated to tip the balance 
who came East to lobby for passage In their favor: an air of homeliness 
of a grazing bill that would loosen snd hard work that Is tallored, like 
restrictions on hundreds of millions their customary attire, to fend off 
of acres of federally owned rsnch accusations ,that Federal grazing 
land. permits are a type of corporate sub-

The Senate began debate today on ' sldy:'and that ranchers are just an­
the measure, which would overrule other special Interest group trying to 
many regulations the Clinton Admin- avoid environmental regulations. 
istration imposed last year. "Basically, this bill Is our IIvell· 

Today, the Administration threat· hood," sald Trumsn Jullsn, a Wyo­
ened to veto the bill unless It was' mlng rsncher. I., case hls broad· 
substantially chsnged, The House, brimmed hat, jeans and scuffed 
where the thinly pOpulated grazing black boots did not Identify him 
states have far less power, has not clearly enough, hls rall·thIn necktie 
taken action on It so far. carried a sheep's head motif. Mr. 

With deft timing, the Republican Jullsn holds permits to graze thou· 
leaders In the Senate arranged to' ssnds of sheep on grasslands In the 
bring up the bill during the annual national forests. 
meeting of the Amerlcso Cattle- "We don't know from one year to 
men's snd Beef Association, which, the next what our future Is golng"to 
like the board meeting of the Public ' be," he said. "To me, right now, it 
Lands CounCil, a sister group repre- ' would be the worst Investment I 
senting ranchers, Is being held this could make to buy more public Isnd 
week In Washington. permits." ' 

Braced for a close vote, the rsnch- 'In the West, many rsnchers own a 
ers are roaming through the Senate, small plec;e of property and have 
bolstering their allies, pressuring permits to' graze their livestock on 
their adversaries and making their the plentiful Federal acreage, for 
pitches to the uncommitted; notably which they pay modest annual fees. 
Eastern Republicans with no panic· They sometimes treat the public 
ular Interest In the bill beyond party Isnd almost as If they owned It, add­
loyalty. Ing fences; wells and stock ponds, 

The proposed legislation, spun- and passing It along from generation 
sored by Senator Pete V. Domenicl, to generation. 
Republlcsn of New Mexlco,ls strong." ,But Mr. Julian said that he was 
Iy opposed by environmental groups, even hesitant to add fencing to the 
who say It favors grazing over objec· Isnd lie grazes, since the regulations 

I 
t1ves like wildlife conservation, hunt-· Imposed last year hy Interior Secre­
ing snd recreation, Even some West- tary Bruce Babbitt make It clear 

I 
em Senators, including Senator Jeff that ranchers do not own the 1m­
Bingamsn, Democrat of New MexI· provements they make. 

That Is one of several Admlnlstra.­
tlon policies addressed by the Dome­
nlcl bill Another would be the broad 
national stsndards and guidelines set 
by Mr. Babbitt for environmental 
protection within which local au· 
thorltles, In consultation with ranch· 
ers and other Interested parties, con· 
trol how the Isnd Is used. The Dome­
nlcl bill would forgo national stsnd· 
ards In favor of standards set at the 
local level, where ranchers would 
have greater Influence. 

Another of Mr. Babbitt's regula· 
tlons allow the Federal Government 
to seek control over the use of water 
on public lands, to the extent state 
law permits., The Domenicl bill 
would eliminate the Government's 
ability to restrict how ranchers uSe 
water on Federal lands, which might 
allow 'exclusion of wUdlIfe' from 
scarce water supplies lin public 
Isnds. " 

Environmental groups are esPe­
cially worried about provisions of the 
bill that would appear to weaken the 
rights of outsiders to comment on 

decisions made by Federal regula· 
tors involving how public land might 
be grazed. 

Grazing, they say,ls especially de­
structive to stream banks and other 
sensitive wildlife habitat, and under 
the rules Mr; Babbitt put In place, 
environmentalists are guaranteed a 
seat at the table when grazing rules 
are set ' 

Mr. Domenlcl recently responded 
to the environmentalists' complaints 
by chsnglng parts of the bill that 
would have eliminated' much public 

, participation In the declslon·maklng 
process. But the bill as It stands 
would appear stili to reduce public 
partIcipation In many cases, accOrd· , 
Ing to an snalyslS by the Congres­
sional Research Service, a nonpartl· 
ssn arm of the Ubrary of Congress. 

More than 150 environmental 
groups have Joined In opposition to 
the Domenlcl bill, saying In a stat· 
ment that It "would set public range 
msnagement and public range condl- , 
tlons back decades." 
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: By RONALD SMOTHERS . ble that the defense will decide 

--.. : ATLANTA, March 20 _ A Federal against using It, or that the judge will 
,.., ~udge In Arkansas ruled today that rule against admitting It. If It Is 

• ~ !president Clinton would not have to admitted, It would come at the time 
~ <t I to Llttl R k A k t t tlf . of the defense case, wen after Mr. 

~ ,rave e oc, r., 0 es y . Hale's expected appearance sorp~ 
an person at the Whltewater·related ~. 

, ~rial there and Instead could have his time at the beginning of April. The 
a.. ~estlmony videotaped and played lat·. trial Is now In Its second week .. 
'Q .er for the jury. . Lawyers representing the McDou·. 
~ i The judge;' George Howard Jr. of gals had argued that they needed Mr. 

'the Federal District Court In Little Clinton's "personal attendance" at 
~ Rock, denied the request of Mr. Clln· the trial to get his view on the record. 

"" ~on and his lawyers to see the ques- But Mr. Clinton:s lawyers had coun­
~ fions In advance. The judge sald" he I tered that such an appearance by the 
,.., would preside over the direct and 1 chief executive was both unnecessar· 
~ i:ross-examination of the President , Ily burdensome and unprecedented. 
-- . through vldeo-conferenclng, which ' 
~ 'he said would allow him to rule on Presidents or former Presidents 
"" any objections to the questioning. from. Thomas Jefferson In the 1807 

· ~ ~e videotape will be edited before treason trial of Aaron Burr, to Ron· . 
• _ being shown to the jury If the path ald Reagan In the 1990 Iran-contra 
~ lhe questioning takes could prejudice trial of his former National SeC\lrlty 

~e jury, the judge wrote In his rul· Adviser. John M. Poindexter, have 
CU Ing. been excused from appearing In 

f'Vitt. : The judge also said that the ques- I court to testify. President Richard 
...... . tionlng could take 'place In the White [ M. Nixon, after he left office, Is the 
::::: House but that no Presidentlallnslg· I only ex·Presldent to voluntarily ap-

nla or symbols could be displayed on· pear to testify In court His appear·' §' I the videotape. . . ance was In 1980 In the trial of two 
. . Mr. Clinton had been subpoenaed former Federal Bureau of Investlga· 

· ; by the lawyers for James B. McDou· tion agents charged In ·UJegal break· 
, I gal, and his ex·wlfe, Susan, former Ins In search 'of politlcl1Jly radical 
~ , partners of President and Mrs. Clln· fugitives from justice. , c: ton in the Whitewater land venture. --.. -_ .. , 

O 
They, along with Gov. Jim Guy Tuck· In all other cases, they have been · 'e er of Arkansas, are on trial In Little allowed to submit written or video-
Rock on loan fraud and conspiracy taped depositions, which the courtS 

• _ charges. The charges relate to varl· have said balance the unique bur· 
..., <Jus real estate loans made 'by the dens on the person and Office of the 
~ now-defunct Madison Guaranty Sav· President with a defendant's right to 
Q,) ings and Loan AsSOCiation In 1985 a fair trial. 'But the courts have ruled 
~ i ~d 1986 whim Mr. McDougal ran It. that each case Is unique and that the 

I . The WhIte House had opposed .the burden of showing "exceptional clr· 
President's personal appearance at cumstances" that prevent the Presl· . 
the ~rial. After today's ruling, Mark dent from appearing personally Is on 
Fabiani, an WhIte House associate" the White House and the President's 
counsel, sald: "We are committed to I lawyers. . . ' 
~rov!ding the court with the Informa· Judge Howard wrote: "In this In· 
tlOn It needs. v:e will ~perate fully stance, the Court is of' the opinion 
With the judge s order. that requiring President Clinton to 

While somewhat disappointed, _ . ,. 
~ Ipwyers for Mr. McDougal, 55, and (travel to Arkansas to provide· In· 
ft \ Mrs. McDougal, 39, sald they would' court testimony would be unduly bur· 

...::: dot appeal. "It's not what I would densome to the President In the per· ::s ~ave preferred," sald Bobby McDan·' formance of his official duties. Thus 
~ i~I, Mrs. McDougal's lawyer, "but the court finds that exceptional clr· 
-.. we'll do the best we·can with It." cumstances exist and that the testl· 

.: Despite Judge Howard's ruling, at mony of President Clinton shall be a>.. I~ast one other defendant In a White- taken by videotape deposition." 
~U water·related case Is expected to While Mr. Reagan was given the 
~ ~ek Mr. Clinton's direct testimony questions before his videotaped test!· 

_ ~t his trial. mony in the Poindexter case In 1990, 
..::! ' Dan Guthrie, a lawyer represent· no such step was necessary In this 
~ I"g Herbert Branscum Jr., a Perry· case, Judge Howardsald, bec8use 

• " '" • - ~lIe, Ark., banker accused of milking Mr. Clinton's testimony would !n-
an Illegal $7,000 campalgn contribu· volve events before. he moved Into 
tlon to then-Governor Clinton's 1990 the Oval Office and would not touch 
It-electlon campaIgn IIi exchange for on Issues of national security as did 
a Highway Commission appoint- the Iran-contra case. 
~ent, sald he would stili seek Mr. In the upcoming Branscum case, 
qIlnton's personal appearance at the Mr. Guthrie said be would argue that 
trial, scheduled to start on June 17 In I I M Clinton d' ot .... 
Uttle' Rock. . . t was on y r. ,an n :m" 

: That case as wen as the one before aides In state government or cam: 
Judge How~, was brought by the I' paIgn officials back In 1990, wh~ 
Whitewater Independent counsel, __ could best contradict the prosecur 
Kenneth W. Starr, and grew out of tor's expected assertion that there 
Mr. Starr!s broad mandate to Inves-' was a quid pro" quo' for his cllent'$ .' 
tigate all matters touching on the_ campaIgn contribution. He also sai4-
Cllntons, the McDougals, the White- the law was clear In saying that 
water company, Madison Guaranty whether the President would appeal 
and Capital Management· Services In person or, not should be deterJ 
~c., a small bUSIn~ Investment mined case by case. r 
firm run In the 1980 s by a former ;'Thls Is an Issue that will continue 
UtUe Rock municipal judge, David to come up as long as we emplQy the 

H~~ McDougals sought Mr. Clin. Inde~dent ~unsel procedure," Mr; 
tOn's testimony to counter the ex. Guthne said. In that procedure, wI! 
peeled testimony of Mr. Hale, a main 'are by definition dea1Jng with hlgiI 
prosecution Witness. Mr. Hale has government officials. And In the flnaJ 
told Investigators that Governor. analysis they are the ones who have 
Clinton personally urged him to give the facts, the flrst-hand knowledge.'! 
the McDougals loans that prosecu. 
tors sald were fraudulenUy obtained ; 
and improperly used. Mr. l:llnton has ! 
denied this assertion. 

Even though Mr. Clinton's testimo­
ny will be videotaped, it Is stilI passl. 
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House-Senate Committee Agrees 
On Overhaul of Farm Programs· 

A\ 
By ERIC ~~~~!...-TI====-.:....===:--,--~ 

WASHINGTON, March 21 - A -------~-----
. House and Senate panel reached Continued From Page Al sions include nearly $1.4 billion in 
agreement today ona major over' guaranteed payments over seven 
haul of America's farm programs, Glickman said in a statement. "But years for farmers and livestock pro:­
ending New Deal policies that pay the hour is late and further delay ducers to curb water pollution, and 
farmers for certain crops when mar- on)y hurts the people this depart- $35 million to protect farmland from 
ket prices fall and replacing them ment is here to serve." being developed. 
with flat payments that would grad- . Senator Bob Dole of Kansas was The conference cpmmittee also . 
ually decline over seven years. officially a. member of the confer- . agreed to guarantee $200 million to 

The $47 billion legislation, the ence committee and generally sup- buy and restore environmentally 
m()st sweeping agricultural bill ports the PI'9posed ·measure. Mr. sensitive land in the Everglades, and' 
since the Depression, would also end DoI!l was instrumental in winning to seek an additional $100 million 
most Government controls over the approval for one of its environmental from the sale or transfer of other 
.planting decisions of America's 1.5 provisions, financing for restoration land in ·Florida 
million farmers. It would also over- of the·Everglades.· Restoring the Everglades is'popu­

. haul milk-marketing agreements Democrats have complained that lar in Florida this election year and 
and provide $2 billion a year for land ending market-based subsidy pay- has drawn the attention of both Re­
conservation, water-quality im- ments for crops like wheat, com IIIId. publicans and the White House. The 
provement and other environmental . cotton would deprive farmers of a agreemeilt avoids a proposed tax on 
protections. • valuable safety net. Democrats were Florida sugar growers. 

"This legislation changes agricul: able to wring a concession that a . The panel agreed to provide $300 
tural. policy more fundamentally permanent' farm law remain in million for rural development and 
than any law in 60 years," said Sena- place, insuring that farm programs research. programs, well short of the 
tor Richard G. Lugar, an Indiana do not disappear after seven years $I. billion the Administration had' 
Republican. who heads the Agricul- and that this year's debate will likely sought. The conferees' reaUthorized 
ture Committee. . be fought again. the Food Stamp program for two 

The legislation, hammered out in a While market-oriented Republi-' years, but the ultimate financing lev-
House-Senate conferen~e committee cans have trumpeted the legisla- el for it is tied up In the debate over 
over the last two days,lS expected to, tion's shift away from subsidies, the changes in the Federal welfare 
advance to the full House and Senate' new approach is actually likely to. system. . 
next week, where approvj1l is virtu- cost the Government more than the While the legislation signiils a new 
ally assured .The Clinton Adminjs- old one, at least in the next few years.' era for farmers growing com, wheat, 
tration and Congress· both want That is because with crop prices at rice and cottonilawmakers defeated 
quick action, and farmers are clam- 10-year highs, any subsidy payments efforts to end price supports for pea­
Oring. for. a resolution because ~e ~ould be modest. By Contrast, the nuts and SUl~ar. The cont ren 
growmg season has begun or wlll fIXed-payment formula will require. -c=. e ce 
soon begin in many regions and they the Government to pay farmers $4 agreement phases out I?nce supports 
must decide what to plant. . billion to $5 billion a year. for butter, powdered milk and cheese 

Agriculture Secretary Dan Glick- But over the seven-year life of the over four years, but retains a declin­
mav said he would reluctantly rec- bill, supporters say, the new ap- ing number of regional 'price sup­
ommend that President Clinton sign proacll will save about $2 billion. ports . that set the price of milk 
the legislation. "Congress's final Large Midwestern farms favor this around the country. 
farm bill has a lot of problems," Mr. approach because it gives them The question of milk prieesproved 

. • broader discretion on what crops to to be one of the most contentious 
Continued on Page A22, Column 1 plant But because the fixed pay- issues in the Senate-House confer­

ments are calculated in part on acre- ence.The compromise would seek to:::"J~" 
age, small farmers say they will be make milk' prices more uniform ':"W> 
more vulnerable to market swings across the country and phase out 
than larger, wealthier landowners. guaranteed price supports. But it 

The measure's environmental pro- would allow the Secretary of Agricul­
visions are a victory for Senator Pat- ture to permit the six New England 
rick J. Leahy, Democrat of Vermont, states to form a regional dairy com­
and Representative SherwoOd Boeh- pact if there is a "compelling public 
left, Republican of New York. House interest in the area"This arrange­
Republican leaders initially tried to ment would operate for three years 
exclude environmental provisioDs until. the Agriculture Department 
from the bill, but it became clear carnes out new milk-pricing. meCha­
Senate passage of the overall bilI was nisms for the whole country. 
impossible without them. . .The Senate last month defeated an 

"The conservation provisiOns of amendment by Mr. Leahy to create 
this farm bill will make asignifieant such a Compact, by a vote of 50 to 46. 
difference in the lives 'IlralIAmeii- Consumer groups and Midwestern 
cans by ensuring safer drinking wa- . dairy farmers say a compact would 
ter, cleaner rivers and more abun- erect trade barriers to cheajJermilk 
dant wildlife," Mr. Leahy said; from outside the region. 

Some of the environmental provi- "This creates a new regional wall . 
. at a time when we're trying to move 
toward more uniform milk pricing," 
said James Eichstadt, general man­
agerof the Farmers Union Milk . 
Marketing, a cooperative in Madi- 'I 
son, Wis., that represents 8,600 dairy 
farmers in 10 MiQwestern states. . 
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Temporary Spending Bill Extended by a Week 
By !be New York nmes ulations on small businesses by al­

lowing business to challenge in court 
the impact of certain ·regulations. 

considered In the House, was 
strongly favored by Western 
ranchers, whose livestqck forage on 
hundreds of millions of acres of land 

WASHINGTON, March02l- Nego- . 
tiators from the House and Senate 
began work today .on reconciling 
their widely differing spending bills 
to cover much of the Government for 
the remaining six months of the 1996 
budget year. 

The legislation would also establish 
regular judicial and Congressional 
reviews of small business regula­
tions. Unlike other, more sweeping 
proposals to change. regulatory pow­
ers, which environmentalists have 

. criticiZed, this b!11 has overwhelming 
support In the. Congress and has. 
drawn scarcely any opposition from 

. controlled by . the Int~rlor }::::"f 
Department and the Forest Service. 

To avert another partial Govern­
ment shutdown while the negotia­
tions go on, Congress today extended 
by one week until March 29 a tempo­
rary spending bill to keep money 
flowing to the agenCies whose budg; 
ets have yet to be approved. The 
spending bills and the temporary 
measure cover major education, en­
vironment and social programs as 
well as the local Government ot the 
District of Columbia 

Among other things, the bill ex­
tends temporary spending through 
April 3 for certain welfare payments 
to states. That provision would allow 
checks to be sent on time to recipi­
ents of Ald to Families with Depend­
ent Children, foster care payments 
and adoption assistance. 

The current temPorary spending 
bill is due to expire at midnight on 
Friday. 

On another budget front, House 
Republicans introduced legislation 
today that would extend the Federal 
Government's authority to borrow 
money. up to $5.5 tr!11ion froni the 
current level, $4.9. trillion. The In­
crease Is expected to be enough to 
cover Government spending through 
the end of September 1997. The Gov-

, ernment Is expected to meet the cur­
rent limit by the end ot this month. 

The debt limit increase is pack­
aged with three other items: a provi­
sion that would allow the President 
to veto budget items one by one, 
rather than k!l\ing an entire b!11; a 
provision to allow retirees 65 to 70 
years -old-by 2002 to earo $30,000 
income without losing SocIal Securi­
ty benefits (the current limit Is 
$11,520), and a provision to ease reg-

the White House. ' 
. Today's vote in the House was on. 

the 11th stopgap spending measure, 
or continuing resolUtion, to be consid­
ered by Congress In the last six 
months. . 

President Clinton Is expected to 
sign the measure when It reaches his 
desk.. But the White House indicated 
today that It was losing patience with 
Congress ov.er the failure to arrive at 
a permanent budget for the 1996 fis­
cal year, which is half way over. 

"We are not going to tolerate a 
situation where we have Govern­
ment by continuing resolution," said 
Leon E. Panetta, the' White House 
chief of staff. 
. Republicans responded. with a 
warning that a vote against the con­
tinuing resolution was a .vote to shut 
down the Government for a third 
time. But that argument carried lit­
tle weight with the Democrats in the 
244-10-180 vote in the House that was 
mostly' along party lines. Only 13 

. Democrats \'ated for the measure 
and just three Republicans crossed 
over to vote against It. It was ap­
proved by a voice vote In.the Senate. 

JERRY GRAY 

Grazing legislation 
By The New York nmes 

WASHINGTOi;- - The Senate 
narrowly approved legislation today 
that would overturn the Clinton 
Administration's rules for managing 
publicly owned grazing. lands: 

The b!11, whfCh has yet to be. 

• 

It was opposed by environmental 
groups, who say overgrazing Is 
damaging public lands. 
Administration. officials have said 
Mr. Clinton would veto the b!11. 

The debate today showed the 
Intense hostility among Republicans 
tram ranching states' to the 
Administration's land use polides, 
and the personal grudge they bear 
against Interior Secretary Bruce 
Babbitt, the leading proponent ot 

. more stringent controls. Senator 
Pete V. Do~en1c1, Republican at 
New Mexico, said he had written the 
bUt "because. Secretiuy Babbitt 
declared. war on the ranchers." 

But ·the voting also showed that 
Congtess would probably be unable 
to overturn a veto, that WeStern 
Democrats were less likely to side 
with the ranchers and that the Issue 
of whether rejative1y low fees for 
grazing on public lands were an 
unwise subsidy was one that 
continues to split the Congress. 

The bUt passed by 51 to 46. 'The 
. Senate turned aside an 'alternative 
bill otfered by Deinocrats, including 
Senator Jeff Bingaman of New 
Mexico, tabling It by a vote ot 57 to 
40. Also tabled, by a vote of 52' to 47, I 
was an amendment by Senator Dale 
Bumpers,. Democrat of Arkansas, 
that would have' .substantially 
Increased the grazing fees p.aid by 
ranchers on public lands. . 

JOHN CUSHMAN 

Umltson UabIDtyD&images 
WASijINGTON (Reuters) -The 

Senate ~oday passed a bUt 1Imltlng 
damages in lawsuits Involving faulty 
products, but the 59-10-40 votewou\d 
not be enough to override President 
Clinton's promised Veto. 

Mr. Clinton said last week that he 
would veto the bill In Its present 
form. Bu~ he said shortly before the 
Sena such 

':.,::::::::~::::. 
'---:-----:-'-­

THE NBW YORK TIMBS, 
':~h~~~tl~~~~':f~esc~lf~~~bed~ngress~as~passed~~~lt~~r\::~;' 
-. It es a 0- rds majority in 
both chambers to override a veto, 67 
votes In the Senate and 290 in the 
House If all members are present. 
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-Candidate Seen 
For C.F. T.C. 

WASHINGTON, 'March 21 
. (Dow Jones) - The Clinton 

Administration said today 
that Brooksley Born, a Wash­
ington lawyer, was being con­
Sidered to head the Comrnod­
ity Futures Trading Commis­
sioTt, but added that a final 

. decision had not been made •. 
"She is very highly regard­

ed, and it WOUldn't be a sur­
prise if she was under consid­
eration," said Michael D. Mc­
Curry, the White House 
spo/(esman. "But I am not 
aware any final decision has 
been made on that." 

Ms. Born, a partner in the 
Washington law firm of Ar­
nold & Porter, has argued 
commodities and futures 
cases before the C.F.T.C. for 
more than 20 years. She would 
replace Mary L Schapiro, 
who resigned. as head of the 
commission in January to 
take the newly created posi­
tion of chief regulator at the 
National Association of Secu­
rities Dealers. 

The House must still pass the: bill 
before it is sent to the President and 
may not act until next week. If It Is 
changed to satisty. Mr. CliDtOn, the 
revised measure would need 

I 
approval trom both the Senate and 
the House. . 

. White House spokesman Michael 

. D. McCurry said the changes Mr. 
Clinton wanted Involved the Issues of 
punitive damages and joint liability 
by more thail one detendanL The b!11 
would limit punitive "damages in 
product liabllity cases to twice the 
amount of compensatory damages 
or $lSO,OOO, w.h1chever Is greater. In 
cases involving small businesses, the 
smaller amount would be the Umit. . 

Personal Plea on Gun Ban 
WASHINGTON (AP) - A·Long 

Island woman whose husband was 
killed. by a gunman on' a Long Island 
Rail Road train three years ago 
testified today at an impromptu' 
hearing agajnst. a Republican 
measure to repeal a Federal law 
banning assault rifles. 

The woman, Carolyn McCarthy of 
Garden City, whose son was left 
paralyzed .in the railroad attack, 
said: "I'm proud to be a Republican, 
but when I talk to Republican 
Congl"llSSmen who are going to ' 
repeal this bill, I am ashamed." The ,. 
hearing. was - called . by I 

Representative . Charles Schumer, 
Democrat of Brooklyn, who was the 
key House author of the ban enacted 
with the 1994 crime bilL The 
measure, which Republican leaders 
in the House brought up 
unexpectedly on Wednesday, is 
expected to face a House vote on 
Friday. President Clinton has vowed 
repeatedly to veto'. the repeal 
legislation. 

. / 
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, FSX were by' Lockheed, only t!me will. tell if the 
elegies to the aircraft written by people concerns are well-fQunded, engmeers say. 

C' 0' 'M ' 'like Japanese nationalist Shintaro Ishi- Mr. Kanda says the sys~ems are sound. oncern ver' enace hara. In "The Japal) That can Say No," a Despite all the initial worry a~ut ~Iun-
, , book he wrote with Sony Chainnan' Akio dering each otller's technology,nelther, DISSIpates as Japan Morita, Mr. Ishihara described the FSX as side thinks it reap~ that much. "~e FSX 

, " "a plane no other fighter in the world can hasn't proved to be the ~ologl(:a!.gold 

U S U 'IF' ht J 't stand up to." Just as the Zero, Mitsubishi's mine everybody thought It would be, one " nVei 19 er e, fabled World warn fighter, surprised the U.S. official says. Its radar has arouse,<! 
, , ' , Allies with technologies no one knew Japan some interest in the U.S .• and ~ee<! IS 

. b' h' P' had. he wrote. the FSX would prove to be looking at,Ways to use the composite WlOg Lockheed, MltsU IS 1 ro]ect "another menacing weapon.:', ' "process. But few ~ompanies are sll!'e ex-
'L d 0 B d " ,The political dispute over the FSX - actly what to do With FSX technologies. 
Is ate an ver u get, which will be known as the F-2 after it is, Even a Japanese a.lr-fo~ colonel. try-

E I, U' I d deployed - lasted until 1989. when the U.S. J!!gto put t1ie, best ,sp1O, on It, !j!)UDds less 
xport ssue nreso ve and Japan agreed to the joint-development, than conviricing. "i know that the Amen-

-,-- deal. But while the debate still simmers in, cans transferred 50,000 different types of, 

N M C hI Th F 16? some qUariers. alarm over the aircraft has ' technologies to us." he says. "But I can't 
o ore apa e an - , 'subsided,-The more sanguine view of the, think of any off the top of my head." , 
~ \ -- " F'S;X stems largely from the Close ~Ia~on: ' Boon to Some ' , 
{ , By STEVE GLAIN, Ship that has evo!ved between, MitsublShi , That isn't to Say that the FSX hasn't 

StciffRepoTterofTHEWALLSTIlEETJOURNAL ~dlJlckh.t;eddurmgthepastmne~ears~t, been a boon to some. U.S. officilils est!-
Kuniichi Kanda paces around a brand- Mitsubishi s Nagoya p1~t-a relationship i te Lockheed and its subcontractors will 

new fighter jet parked in a secluded han- thatha,sl~ttheU.S. seeJusthowfarbehind: ~ about $4 billion developing the FSX 
gar in Nagoya. Japan. a plane that will be Japan ~ lO aerospace. Along the .way. the ; and between 55 billion and $7 billion pro­
fonnally handed to the ~aP"anes~ govern- FSX project ran into cultural !Jarriers. cost; ducing it; which will generate as ~ as 
ment today. Relinquishing the Jet. ,says ovemms and other complications that! 15000 American 'jobs. Japanese offiCials 
Mr. ~anda~ who led the t~a'? that built it. ~;~':;fn~af::trybe J: ~dilig~~e~i say they haven't yet. calculated h~w mu~h 
"IS like glvmg away a child. , , n revenue and new Jobs the proJ~t will 

That is an odd way to think of the FSX. apprentice. yield. but they point out that the JOlOt-de-
a jet that a decade ago was called every- Long Hours , velopment agreement' guarantees 60% of 
thing from a "menace" to, "a glorified When the -enterprise started, Lockheed production to local companies. 
nontariff trade barrier." When first pro- sent about 80 engineers from Texas to Though U.S. aviation experts say the 
posed in the 198Os, the jet fighter became a Nagoya to design the aircraft with 340 FSX can't do much more than the F-16, 
symbol of America's fear of the Japanese engineers from Mitsubishiand its support Japanese air-force offlcials contend the 
industrial threat. - companies. The deSign team set to work in FSX has a longer range and mo~ m~eu'. 

Instead. the, product of a co-develop' a corrugated steel tower known as Building verability, and can engage enemies m-l!'e 
ment project between Lockheed Corp. 16. , air on the ground and at sea more readily 
(n?w Lockheed M~in Co~.) and Mitsubi- Lockheed had briefed its engineers thaD the F-16. , , ' , 
shl Heavy Industries Ltd. IS more than a about the long hours their Japanese coun- Japanese busmess leaders, and engl­
rear late. grossl~ oyer budget and. accord- terparts would devote to the project and neers claim t1!ey could have built an even 
109 to U,S. aViation :xperts. ~o 't'0~ Please 7itrn to Page A6. Column 1 'better (ighter. for m~ch less !Doney. had 
capable than the U.S. Jet on which It IS --' -- they been able to do It on the~ own. A~d 
based: Lockheed's 17·year-old F-16. Continued From First Page' they complaiil that Japan received Utile 10 

'''The general impression of the FSX, exchange for some of its most coveted 
has been unfavorable." says Makoto Ike. their team-oriented approach to work. But technolQgies; , ' 
secretary-general for the defense produc- many wet:eil't prepared for the late-nigh~ Mucbofthesaber:rattlingovertheFSX 
tion committee of the KefrJimren, an influ- bOnding that often followed. "They would in the 1980s was a product of its era -a time 

, ential Japanese, business lobby. work until 9 p.m. or 10 p.m. and then go out of natiol\a1 dread over the Japanese as-
Inordinate Costs' for the social events to build relation-, sault on the U.S. ,electroniCS industry and , 

ships," says Toby Binsinger. Lockheed's its huge investments in everything from 
The ~lane has also becom~ a s,leek. leadengil),eeron the project in Nagoya. "A co rations to Rockefeller Center. Still. 

supersoDic mo?u~ent ~ the ~nordinate lot of us came out with our families. and it li rporing resentment over the FSX may set 
, costs of Japan s ,I.ndustrial ,poliCY ,- the was hard for us to work until late in the thngetage f 'other fight between Wash­

strategy of entermg new mdustries by night and then stay out until 1 a,m." . e s , or an ea ns rocure­
subsidizing businesses. tQ develop them. Mitsubishi's inSistence on prompt de- mgton and TokyO over w tcti:ri; ~ that 
The 130 planes ordered by Japan will cost livery also cOmplicated the relationship. ment. and so~e !apan wa FSx 
between $80 million and 5100 million "The schedule was absolute for us." says Japan may.still fmdways to use the d nuf­
each - five times as much as an F-16. and Mr, Kanda. "With U.S. companies. when-an entree lOto global aerospace an I 
almost twice what the Japanese govern- eyer they encounter problems developing tary markets. 
ment expected to spend. ' new products. they can always negotiate Securtty Interests 

Washington and TokYO will tout the with their government for an extension of Keidanren and Japanese air-force offl-
FSX unveiling as the dawn of a new age iii the deadline. Our government would never cials say the Japanese government is. 
U.S.-Japanese industrial cooperation and agree to that." ' , considering a plan to build a domes~~y 
a sign of Japan's growing might in aero- ,The unforgiving schedule obligated developed antisubmarine aircraft, similar 
space. But controversy sUITOunding the Mitsubishi to transfer bits of the technol- to the U.S. Navy's P-3C. in additi?n to a, 
aircraft remains. Now that Japan has SUnk ogy to Lockheed engineers in Fort Worth. transport aircraft. Some U.S. offlcials ar­
billions of dollars into developing the FSX. Texas, at the same time as it was being gue that such projects. unless coI"ra!led 
some industrialists are preSSuring the gov- developed. Whenever the Japanese would into an FSX-style co-development project 
ernment to ease its prohibition on weapons find a better way of making a part for the with U.S. companies, will e~entually un­
exports. The U.S .• however. fears such a Wing. they would insist on restarting the dennine American commefClai and secu-
move would a1ann Japan's neighbors and process. That led to a 24-hour day. with rity interests. , 
play into the hands of Japanese hawks who triple shifts. at Fort Worth. There is also conCern in Washington 
want the country to rearm aggressively. ,"10 the U.S .• we_11!ouldn't invest ,that that co-development projects such as the 
, The FSX's origins go back to 1979. when kind of time and effort into tooling for only FSX are building momentum for Japan to 

Japan's military identified a' need to re- (prototype] aircraft," says Mr. Binsinger. develop its de(ense'industry and ease its 
plar,e its existing fleet of aging fighters. By "But the Japanese give great priority to ban on weaponsexports. Last May. Kei­
building its own planes. Tokyo felt. it could the manufacturing end of a project. We daDren released a poliCY paper recom­
reduce its dependency on the U.S. while learned a lotfrom their attention to quality mending Japan moderate its,weapo~-
sUbsidizing local industry. cOntrol." export control policy. For Japan. belOg 

But in Washington. the move touched able to sell weapons, overseas, .wo~d 
off a firestonn not seen since Sputnik. ComputerDelay 'greatly reduce the costs of,local1zing Its 
"There's nO,excuse for Japan producing Then there was the unexpected. Iri defense industry and Japan wouldgaln the 
the airplane all by itself. not with a $80 August 1991. the U.S. government caught' economies of scale it needs to make sys­
billion trade surplus over the U.S .... said Japan Aviation Electronics Industry Ltil. tems like the FSX economically ~ble. 
then-Sen. John C. Da!lforth of Missouri. selling miSsile parts to Iran. and barred Indeed. Japanese military and lOdustry 
"This is one time the Japanese can't tell us U.S. companies from doing business with it officials, staggered by tJ;1e cos~ of the F'S;X. 
that our products aren·t good enough. or for nearly a year. That included Bendix make no secret of therr desrre to build 
that they don't need what we make," New Corp .• an AlliedSignai Inc: unit. with which weapons for export. "If we could build 
York Sen. Alfonse D'Amato claimed the JAE was developing the FSX's flIght-con' 3.000"FSXs.theJapanese~-forcecolonel 
logical compromise - a co-development, trol computer. according to Mr. Kanda. says. "we could get the pnce down to $20 
project - would let Japan plunder Ameri- I Deliven' of the computer was delayed for million a,copy,':";;,,,"/. :i,i";:~ ," ,," " 
can expertise. months. _ " > ' 

Lopsided Deal Technological glitches also ~ogged', the 
After Japan gave its tentative consent FSX. Last Septembe~. the aVloDl~ system, 

to co-develop a version of the F-16 in 1987. which helps the pilot. to ,naVigate and 
books were written and speeches delivered maneuver. overhe.a~ m flight ~~sts a~d 
about how' TokyO had outmaneuvered shut down. Mr. Blnsmger ~~ys. We"stlll 
Washington into a lopsided deal:,American ~ave problems that crop uP. he says. But 

It'S early yet .. 
trade hawks feared that JapB.!'. by~uilding In an Auli-ust report. the U.S. General 
the FSX,' W?u1d transfonn Itself IOto an Accounting Office cited Air Force concerns 
aerospace giant and close off U.S. defe~e over possible shortcomings 'in the' FSX's 
con~~tors from a huge market. Secll!'lty radar system and digital flIght-control-sys, 
specialists, worned that such, a project tem software Because the Japanese devel-
would stram the U.S.-Japan alliance. . 
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As Clinton Vows to ,Veto Products-Liability Bill, 
Some Ask if He's Too Beholden to Trial Lawyers 

, By RiCHARD B. ScHMI'IT 
StaftReporteT of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 

Last September, while cal Ripken Jr. 
was breaking Lou Gehrig's consecutive­
game streak, James Moliarty was trying 
to hit a home run. 

Mr. MoJiarty, a plaintiffs' lawyer from 
Houston, got to sit for a while )Vith Presi­

,dent Clinton, at the landmark game in 
Baltimore, thanks to Peter Angelos, the 
team owner and fellOW lawyer. Between 
innings, Mr. Moliarty says he lobbied the 
president to oppose then-pending legisla~ 
tion to make it harder to file lawsuits 
alleging federal securities-laws vfola­
tions. . 

"I leaned on him big time," said Mr. 
MOriarty, a contJibutor to the Clinton-{;ore 
re-election campaign. "That secuJities- , 
law change was awful, awful, awful." 
Eventually, the president vetoed the bill. 
stressing that a number of eminent law 
professors and others had persuasive con­
cerns about it. Congress overrode him. ' 

This week, the tJiai lawyers are count­
ing on the president's veto pen again, 
and Mr. Clinton is being accused of going 
to bat for them one more time. Yesterday, 
the Senate passed legislation that would 
limit manufacturers' liability in cases over 
defective products - relief which business 
has sought for more than a decade. Siding 
with the mal bar 'and putting himself at 
odds with moderates in his own party, 
President Clinton bas vowed to veto the 
bill. 
Generous Trial Lawyers 

To business groups and. others who 
suppprt the legislation, the move shows 
how money cantJiumph over policy. Over 
the years, the tJial, lawyers have been 
among the most generous donors to the 
Democratic party in general, and 'Bill 
Clinton, in particular. In an election year, 
the issue is rapidly 'becoming a campaign 
issue. "There is a broad bipartisan con­
sensus that we must do more to curb 
lawsuit abuse il! America," asserts Major­
ity Leader Robert Dole, who introduced a 
bill this week aimed at protecting chanties 
and nonprofit groups from lawsuits, and 
dared Mr. Clinton to oppose it. 

Of course, consumer groups and others 
say there is more than adequate reason to 
oppose the products legislation. Most aca­
demic studies find no explosion in con­
sumer suits (although suits by businesses 
are ruing). Businesses complain that puni­
tive ~s, those intended ,to deter 
or punish wrongdoing and Which would be 
limited by the legislation, are too unpre­
dictable. But opponents say that is the 
point-to keep corporations on their toes. 

The White House says it is wrong to say 
lawyers are calling the shots and defends 
its position as proconsumer and states 
rights. Yesterday, Mr. Clinton indicated he 
might actuaUy stili sign the bill if substan-

, ,tial changes are made, but he stood by his ' 

earlier pledge to veto it in its current 
form. 

"This was actually a very easy veto for 
the president, on the basis of plinciple," 
said John Hilley, assistant to the president 
and director for legislative affairs. 

Some Democrats have watched the 
tIia1 bar's success' with mounting irri­
tation, including some administration offi­
cials at the Justice Department, who 
worked with proponents in the Senate last 
year to craft a bill. "Some of us have ' 
worked to reCODDect the Democratic Party 
to the whole idea of economic growth and 
upWard mobillty and part of that means 
reconnecting to the business community," 
says Sen. Joseph Lieberman (D., Conn.), 
the chairman of the Democratic Leader­
ship Council. "The effect here, in my 
opinion, is not a good one for the Demo­
cratic Party and not good for the preSi­
dent." He adds: "This is a remarkable 
story of a small group of people who are 
deeply invested in the status quo who have 
worked the system very effectively and 
have had a disproportionate effect." 

Last year, lawyers and law firms 
were the Single largest source of "soft 
money" - funds for party-building activi­
ties that aren't subject to federal regula­
tion - to Democrats, according to the Cen­
ter for Responsive Politics, a Washington 
nonprofit group that In!cks political giv­
ing. Among the big conmbutors: $180,000 
from the fIrlll of class-action specialist 
William Lerach, who led the fight against 
the secuJities-law <overhaul, and $100,000 
fromSuDlvan & lJapalds, whose name 
partner, Pamela Liapakis, is president of 
the Washington-based Association of TIiai 
Lawyers of Amelica, which has led the 
fight against the products legislation. The , 
plaintiffs' lawyers defend, their role. 

"We are the tar babies," says Fred' 
Baron, a Dallas lawyer, who has made 
millions representing asbestos victims. 
Last fall, Mr. Baron also helped organize a 
fund-raiser at a downtown Washington 
hotel that brought in about 5400,000 for the 
Clinton-Gore re-election campaign. 
Business Dwarfs Lawyers 

The lawyers' political contJibutions' 
are dwarfed by those of big business. 
Over the last three years, industry political 
action committees supportive of the prod­
ucts legislation have give!) more than $26 
million to congressional candidates, ac­
cording to a study released this week by 
Citizen Action, a consumer group that 
opposes the products bill. The political arm 
of the mal-lawyers association gave less 
than $3 million, the study found. But 
industry contJibutors have a much broader 
array of legislative interests before the 
Congress. . 

,The tJial bar has pitched in eariy , 
and often to Mr. Clinton's campaigns. 
La wyers contributed about $3 million to his 
1992 presidential pIimary', run at a time 

when Mr. Clinton was stili a candidate and 
really needed cash. During the first nine 
months of 1995, they gave 52.5, million, or 
three-timeS more than,retired persons, the 
next most generous source ,of funds, ac­
cording to the Center for Responsive 
Politics. ' 

A studY last year by the AmeJican 
Tort Reform Association found that more 
than 40 top plaintiffs' lawyers had given 
$50,000 or more, to congressional races 
between 1989 and 1994, includIng a dozen 
who gave more than $100,000. " 

The elite include the likes of Stan­
ley Chesley, a Cincinnati lawyer rep' 
resenting women in a national class-action 
over sjlicone-gel breast implants, and 
Philip Corboy, a Chicago personal-injury 
specialist, who bas'med to scuttle a major 
new tort-overhaul law In, Dlinois, in a 

, lawsuit challenging it on constitutional 
grounds. 
Clinton's Friendllness Challenged 

Michael caddell, a Houston plaintiffs' 
lawyer whose firm has given several 
hundred thousand dollars to Democrats, 
contends that Mr. Clinton has been less 
friendly to lawyers than critics like to 
think. The admInistration's proposed over­
haul of the health-care system two years 
ago, for example, included limits on medi­
cal-malpractice lawsults, which could have 
climped lawyers" contingent fees. 

"The triaJ bar has been unhappy with 
the president on a nmnber of Issues," 
according to Mr. caddell, a trustee of the 
Democratic National Committee, who also 
worked on the preslden!iaI inaugural. 

Meanwhile, the tIia1 lawyers asso­
ciation also is working on a plan that 
would make its campaign dollars go even 
further, and it has sought Federal Election 
Commission approval to bundle the conm­
butions ofits 60,000 members to make more ' 
of an impression on favored candidates. 

Mr. MoJiarty, the lawyer and base­
ball, fan, says the secret of success just 
lies in having the better argument. While 
there are plenty of problems with lawyers 
and lawsuits, he says, the GOP proposalS 
would shift the balance of power unfairlY 
against consumers. 

"The president understands the innate 
dishonesty of that," he says, adding that at 
the ballgame, he 'Suggested that ~. Clin­
ton cbeck out a book about a massive 
investment-fraud case he once handled. 

"He got the ii6l:Jk," says Mr. Moriarty, 
"and they Ithe White House] became 
believers. " 
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Senate approves limits on damages in proouctliability cases 
The Ho of Representatives must pass products. Supporters of the biII, which is Ident's position. 'This is not comrnoJMlense By Robert Green 

Reuters bill before Is sent to Ointon, and it may backed by major business groups, say it is legal refonn. In reality, this bill panders to 
not· act until n week. If his veto is sus- needed to limit excessive liablIlty ilwards the worst Instincts of big business," Sen. Ed-

WASHINGTON - The Senate Thursd 
passed a bill capping damages In product -
ability aISeS, but the 59-40 margin was no 
enough to oveiTIde President Olnton's prom­
ised veto. 

!ained, a ne ill would have to go through and discourage frlvolous'lawsuits. Opponents ward Kennedy, D-Mass., said, 
both nate anll the House. inClude consumer groups and trial lawyers. "We can do better than this," said Senate 

cCurry 
said the changes Clinton wanted involVed the 
Issues of punitive damages and joint liability 
by more than one defendant 

passed In the Senate, the biII would lilh- Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole, who has Democratic Leader Tom Daschle of South 
jt punitive damages In product liability cases . virtually locked up the Republican preslden- Dakota. He said there would be more than 
to twlc~ the amount of compensatory dam- tial nomination, accused Olnton of bowing to enough votes in the Senate to sustain a veto. 
ages or $250,000, whichever is greater. In pressure from trial lawyers, who have made 'the bill is one of' the main Items In the Clinton said lOst week that he would veto 

the bill. But he said shortly before the Senate 
vote that he would sign a liability refonn bill 
If some changeS were made. 

cases Involving small businesses, the smaller large contributions to Olnton's campaign. Contract with America promised by Republi- . 
amount would be the limit "If money talks, this money screams," can congressional candidates before the 1994 

Last Saturday, ClInton said he would veto Dole said In a statement Wednesday. "This election; when they won control of Congress. . 
It takes a two-thlrds majority in both 

chiunbers of Congress to override a veto, 67 
votes In the Senate and 290 in the House If all 

"The bill that'they are working on now is 
unacceptable to him," McCurry said. "He 
will veto that bill. We are hopeful that veto 
would be sustained by Congress. and then we 
CIlII get back to writing a satisfactory bill." 

the bill because It goes too far In limiting the message has apparently beeh heard down at It is a compromise between earlier Senate 
. amoulJt victims could recover for Injuries the White House loud and clear." and House bills that would have capped puni-
and pain and suffering caused by defective But the bill's opponents defended the pres- tive damages in all liability cases. : 

ALSO IN WASHINGTON making $35 billion over seven years in direct 
payments to .cottOn, rice and grain fanners. 

Whlo.tewater·lnoiam IIni~ The compromise bill could be voted on In the 
"er-.. ..." House and Senate next week. President Clin­

ton has not indicated whether he will sign the 
Senate leaders were nearing agreement measure. . 

Thursday on extending the Senate Whitewa- ' . . ' .. 
ter Committee, a move that would break a ALSO ••• mE 11TH TEMPoRdV 
three-week-Iong'deadlock during which spending biII of the 1996 I\scal year paSSed 
Democrats refused to allow a vote on extend- Congress Thursday. The House and Senate 
ing the committee Indeftnltely. The extension extended for another week funding authority 
would allow additional but limited hearings. needed to keep nine federal departments and 
Also. Thursday, Hi1lary Rodham ClInton said dozens of agenCies from shutting down today. 
In a statement that she' "did not direct that ••• ANOTHER 8-2: A month after the White 
any particular action sh. ould be takeo,'fir did House announced It wanted no more 8-2 

. I make particular comments abo what bombers, President 'Cllnton has relented -
should be done" to White House trav oMce for one more. The Pentagon announCed 
employees dismissed In 1993. I ThurSday that for $493 in1llIon, Northrop-

Grumman will oullit the original 8-2 test . 
FARM BILL READY: House and Senate . Glgbt plane to meet mission requlrements. 
negotiators ftnfshed work Thursday. on a Thafs the same amount Congress put In the 
fann biII that breaks with 60 years of policy. 1996 budget for. 8-2- procurement, against 
by ending controls oil crop production and Ointon's wishes. 

Immigration makes strange bedfellows 
By Maria Puente 
USA TODAY 

'migration before you touch Ie­
• gal Immigration: " 

MCCUrry, called the plan to 
kick iIIegal Immigrants out of 
school a "nutty Idea." 

This week's House debate 
over Immigration refonn spot- . 
lighted the unlikely alliances 

. and unpredictable stands of 
Republicans and Democrats, 
liberals and conservatives. 

The vote on a watered-down 
biII came as Republican presi­
dential candidate Pat Buchan- , 
an crusades against both lIIejpll 
and legal Immigrants. He 
wants a five-year moratorium 
on most I. Immigration. 

But Rep. Howard Bennan, 
DCalif., says; "Eight out of 10 
Americans polled .say, 'Deal 
with the problem of iIIeg8I 1m-

Supporters of turning away 
lejpll Immigrants argued that . 
they bring pr:oblems for. the 
United States, too. 

"A fUndamental problem In 
our current immigration ~ 
tern is that more than 80% of 
all lejpll Immigrants are now 
admitted without reference to 
their skills aitdeducation," said 
Rep. Lamar Smith, . R-Texas, 
head of the House Immigration 
subcommittee. ' 

President Clinton opposes 
the House bill because It 
doesn't go far enough to protect 
Americans' jobs. . 

The White House pushed to 
delete limits on legal Immigra­
tion, but the margin of victory 
came from RepubllClll1S, espe­
cially freshmen, Influenced by 
arguments that lejpll Immigra­
tion .is good for the economy 
and a vote against it is a vote 
against economic growth. 

The Christian CoalItion add­
ed Its voice, saying a vote to reo· 
duce lejplllmmigration by bar­
ring family members abroad 
from joining relatives here Is 
anti-family. 

,His spokesman, Mike ~ The House bill, 1A 

Company fined 
$1.5 million 

The Immigration and 
Naturalization Service fined 
a cleaning and ma1nteJiance 
company a record $1.5 mil-
lion. . 
Colin Cares Inc- was cited , 
for more than 150 Instances 
of knowingly hiring lIIejpll 
aliens and 2,500 Instances of 
falling to maintain required 
records; The company said 
most of the charges stem 
from "paper mlstakes. ... 

i 
I 



CAMPAIGN .'96 
Buchanan could ,make it 
a four-candidate field 

With the Republican nomination all but settled and Ross 
Per~t leaning closer to a third-party bid, talk is growing of a 
possible fourth candidate - Pat Buchanan. 

Buchanan fueled speculation Thursday by saying he 
would convene supporters alter next Tuesday's California 
primary to detennine his next move. . 
• "We're going to listen to all options," Buchanan said in 
Santa Ana, Calif. "We're going to talk about what they be-

. lieve we should do and where we should go." 
. The Associated Press, meanwhile, 

reported that Buchanan's campaign 
is actively considering an indepen­
dent run: the report cited three IIIl­
named Buchanail aides, one of whom 
said four Buchanan advisers, includ·. 
ing campaign manager and sister 
Bay Buchanan, are "four-squarebe-
hind the idea" . . 

Bay Buchanail' talked about. a 
third-party bid last week at lunch 

--. with Howard Phillips, a member of 
Buchanan: Uncle- the U.s; Taxpayers Party's executive 
. cided on 'options' committee, a third Bide said. 

= R 

The Taxpayers Party announced 
Wednesday that it would try to put Buchanan on the No­
vember ballot across the country. Bay Buchanan said then . 
that her brother was committed to running as a Republican 
through the convention but that no decision had been made·· • 
on the offer.. .. . 

Asked three times Whether he was considering a third. 
party run, Buchanan would not llatly say DO. He said he 
would discuss his options with supporters, and he insisted 
that he intends to "reshape the Republican Party." 

Neither Bay Buchanan nor Phillips returned calls Thurs-
day seeking comment . 

Buchanan also said that he plans to mail letters to 125 000 
supporters next week asking. for advice on what steP he 
should take next 

WHO IS HE, DO WHY IS HE FOR DOLE? RiB;. 
Perot's former running mate, retired admiral James Stock. 
dale, will be a Republican delegate from California for Bob 
Dole this time around. "That's the way it is, " Stockdale said 
in San Diego. "I like Ross, but I want Dole to be president 
That doesn't mean there's anything amiss between us. I had 
to go on with my life and (Perot) had togo on with his. • 

···rve been a Republican all my life. That was my only 
excursion away, and now I'm going back home," said Stock­
dale, remembered for his opening debating line in 1992: 
"Who am I and why am I here?" 

TIle canrfldates' weekend ... 
DEMOCRAT: President CIInIDn - Today: White House. Sa1ur. 
day: CIncinnati, meets with young people, Xavier University speech, 
Democratic lunch; Columbus fund..raiser. Sunday: Washington. 

REPUBUCAN: 
• Pat Buchanan: Today: Hollywood, Calif.; Bakersfield, Calif . reDy 

at Big F~ Fairgrounds, Fresno, Calif. Saturday: Modesto, S8aa­
mento, Pinole, San Francisco, San Jose, Calif. Sunday: Ventura, Car­
pentaria, Santa Barbara, Calif. 

• Bob Dole: Today: Pico Rivera, Calif.; San Diego. Saturday, Sun-
day: Schedules not avalable. . . .. 
campaign updates all weekend ·on USA TODAY Online: 
http://www.usatoday.com 
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Conventional· 
wisdom is 
challenged 
By Richard Benedetto . 
USA TODAY 

of time and a 
lions of dollars 
president," be 
know why the 
doing so 

Another 
harm 

california, ~~:'~~~~~ for him -is an 
. run by consumer 
Ralph Nader. 

Anindependentrunforpres- A USA TODAY ICNN 
ident this year by Ross Perot. Gallup poll taken last weekend 
doesn'1" necessarily spell doom: shows Clinton would win a two­
for Republican Bob Dole, .the· way race with Dole by 12 
latest USA TODAY ICNN I points, if the election were to­
Gallup Poll shows. . day. The poll shows Clinton 

And some analysts and strat· - - -"- _. --... -
egists believe Perot could dam- would beat Dole by 11 points in 
age President Clinton by rIIIl- a three-way race. Perot would 
Ding again. puliS points from Qinton and 7 

At worst, it's a wash. . points from Dole. 
The belief that a Perot Whlte· The poll shows a majority ~f 

House run· assuies Clinton a· ·those who voted for Perot m 
second term has long beengos- 1992 DOW say they would back 
pel among political observers. Clinton. That runs contrary to 

Perot on the ballot, the thesis the cIaIin that Perot voters nat· 
says, siphons off critical votes i urally favor. the GOP. 
thilt otherwise might go to· In fact, 1992 exit polls 
Dole. That would band Clinton • showed Perot voters were only 
another under-5O% victory. i slightly more likely to back 

"My Democrat friends have President Bush over Ointon if 
worn out two sets of knee pads only those two had run. 
praying for Ross Perot to run," . - Yet Barbour calls Perot 
says GOP Nationill Committee . "CIintcin's best hope." He notes 
Chainnan Haley Barbour. - -- "_. ---

But American University po- that two of three Perot voters 
litical scholar Allan lichtman voted GOP in the 1994 congres­
notes that "historically, third- sional elections,· and concludes 
J?811Y candidacies are bad for those same people would vote 
inannbents." Bush lost when for Dole absent Perot . 
Perot ran in 1992. And .nmmy "On most issues - balanced 
carter lost when John Ander- budget, tax cuts, Medicare and 
son ran in 1980. welfare reform - Perot voters 

Anderson said it is "too ear- agree with us," he says. 
Iy" to draw conclusions about Pollster Gordon Black, a for· 
what might happen this time. mer Perot adviser, says Perot 

Perot said Tuesday he would will pull votes from both sides 
about equally because Perot is 
a "true cen1rist" run for president again if his 

Reform Party drafIs him. He 
will discuss his plans tonight on. 
CNN's I.mry King Live' .. 1, . 

A third-party run,. Lichilnan 
I says, usually signals broad dis­
satisfaction with the way tile 
president is gOverning. 

And the third-party candi­
date usually attacks the inc:um­
bent rather than the challeng­
er, lichtman says. That forces 
the incumbent to run against 
two challengers. He recalls 
Perot and Clinton hammering 
Bush in 1992. . 

"I would think Bill Clinton· .--
would prefer going one-on-one 
with Dole. Perot throws a very 
unpredictable factor into the 
mix," lichtman says. 

James Carville, a key· CJin. 
ton strategist, agrees. He wor· 
rieS that Perot would pull away 

. disgruntled lower-income vot­
ers who might otherwise be in­
dined to vote Democratic. 

And he wornes about the ef· 
. feet Perot might have in indus..... 

trial Midwestern stateS, where 
the race is likely to be close. 
Carville would prefer just one 
candidate attacking Clinton. 

"Perot is going to spend a IQt. 

Democratic pollster Celinda 
Lake says Clinton wins with or 
without Perot But Perot and 

Dole would split the anti· 
Clinton vote. 

"The sad thing is that Perot 
will deny the president a solid 
majority and make it harder to 
govern," Lake says. 

Georgetown University polit. 
ical scientist Stephen Wayne 
says, "If Republicans fear 
Perot, it is only because of the 
weakness of their capdidate." 

And lichtman suggests that 
with Dole rated an underdog, it 
might help to have Perot run. 

"When· you're behind you 
need something to scramble 
things up," he says. 



Times fint-eciition Page 1 for Frid~y, 
1996: 

1: There may never have been a more dangerous place 
a cop than the gritty streets of Belfast; across 25 

bloody years, officers of the RoyaI Ulster Constabulary 
were murdered at an.average of one a month, and they were 
not incidental victims of crime but carefully chosen 
targets of terrorist assassins who stalked them on the job 
and at home.· (ULSTER, moving Friday). 

Cols 2-4: Moving to end the biggest work stoppage to 
rock the auto industry since 1970, General Motors Corp. 
and the United Auto Workers union reach a tentative 
agreement to end a 17 -day local strike that shut down most 
of the automaker's vehicle Production in North America. 
(With art). (GM-TIMES, moved). 

Cols 5-6: The House nears a fuiaIvote on legislation 
authorizing a tough crackdown on illegal immigration. but 
strikes from the bill a series of prOposed .new 
restrictions on the number and type of immigrants allowed 
to enter the country legally. (IMMIG-TlMES, moved). 

Above fold: 

Col 4: California reSidents are increasingly confident 
in the stste's rebounding economy, but their sentiment has 
yet to translate into higherpopuIarlty for Gov. Pete 
Wllson or thestste Legislature, a new Los Angeles Times 
Poll has found (POLL, moved). . 

Col 6: In an election year, hot issues rival produce as 
California's leading export; and, just as the rest of the 
country ultimately came to share the tax -slashing spirit 
of Proposition 13, the House vote seeking to ban illegal 
immigrantoB from public schools suggestS that America as a 
whole is beginning to share· California's obsession With 
immigrants. (iMMIG-REACT, moved). 

Below fold: 

Col 3: Consumers revolt against British beef after the 
. government concedes there may be a link between what is 

known as mad cow disease and the deaths of 10 people from 
. an incurable brain disorder. (MADCOWS-TIMES, moved). 

.. Cols 5-6: After a campaign that began With virtually 
none of the leading Republicans eager to discuss abortion 
With several, in fact, urging the party to reduce its 
emphasis or seek new approaches on th" issue the battle 
for the nomination has reestsbliShed the central position 
of anti-abortion activists Within the GOP coalition, many 
analysts say. (CAMPAIGN-ABORTION, moved). 

Bottom of page: 

Cols 1-2: Setting up another veto confrontation With 
President Clinton, a dozen Senate Democrats join forces 
With a majority of Republic8ns to pass legislation that 
wouid limit the amount of money awarded in product 
liability lawsuits. (LEGAL, moved). 

Cols 4-6: Around the district attorney's office, 
they're calling it: "Menendez n: The Wrath of Conn." 
Now. thst Deputy Dist. Atty. David P. Conn has won· a big 
one first degree murder convictions against the Menendez 
brothers he has grabbed the spotlight in an office where 
Winning major cases has been difficult .. (With art). 
(MENENDEZ-DA, moved). . 

/ . .. _----------

CHnton Vows Veto if HOUle Repeals Assault 
Weapons Ban(Washn)ByJanet Hook= (c) 1996, 
Los Angeles .Times= . 

WASHINGTON In an awkward twist to Republicans' 
campaign theme of "promises made, promises kept," the 

_ House of Represeniatives is scheduled to vote Friday on a 
controversial measure to repeal a two-year-old ban on certain 
assault weapons alloWing GOP leaders to make good on a 
longstanding promise to the National Rifle Association and its 
allies in Congress. 

The vote will put an election-year spotlight on an 
issue that many moderate R,epublicans had hoped to avoid 
and that Democrats seized as an opportunity to portray 
the GOP as being in the poCket of the gun lobbY. 

"The extreme elements of the Republic.an party are 
giving in to tj1e NRA," said House Minority Leader Richard 
A. Gephardt, D-Mo. 

It is an issue that starkly divides President Clinton 
from his rival for tht: presidency, Senate 
Majority Leader· Bob Dole, R-Kan. 
!i, Clinton is a ~ supporter of the weapons ban and 
has promised to veto its repeal. 

"I believe it would be deeply wrong for Congress to 
~ this assault weapon ban, " Clinton said Thursday .. 
."It doesn't need to be voted on in the House or the 
&mate and if it is passed, I will veto it . 

Dole Thursday reiterated his sUpport for repealing the 
weapons ban. "It is clear to me that the so-called 
'assault weapons' ban does not do that, and is simply a 
public relations exercise, not effective policy: Dole 
said in a ststement , 

But at a time when Dole is beginning to tum his 
campaign focus from the party faithful who vote in GOP 
primaries to the generiu election, 1!.e is clearly in no 

. hurry to bring the contentious issue to a vote in the. 
Senate. 

"It's not apriority: Dole said, adding later that 
he would "confer With JIlY colleagues on the best course of 
action" after the House vote. 

Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., a leading proponent of 
the assault weapons ban, promised to stsge "the mother of 
all filibusters" against the repeal measure if it comes 
up in the Senate. 

Even House Republican strategists privately express· 
discomfort about the impendirig debate. 
. "It's promises made, promises kept," said a top House 
GOP ieadership aide, sardonically referring to 
Republicans' election-year claim that theY have delivered 
on their 1994 campaign proDlises. "Nobody's thrilled about 
doing this, but they gave their word; It's not a good issue 
for us." 

At issue is a 1994. law that banned the sale and 
possession of 19 semiautomatic, assault-style weapons. 
Proponents of the measure said it was needed to outlaw 
deadly weapons that have no place on the streets or in 

. recreational use. " You won't fmd them in a duck blind or 
at the Olympics: said Attorney General Janet Reno, who 
estimated that the number of assault weapons traced to 
crime dropped 18 percent since the law took effect 

.. But opponents of the ban say it is an infringement of a 
citizen's constitutional right to bear arms and argue that 
the law has been ineffective at kCeping the weapons out of 
the hands of criminals. They Say gun manufacturers can 
easily· evade the ban by making slight changes in weapons. 

Clinton, GOP Agree to Higher Social Security 
Earnings Limit (Waslin)8y Robert A. 
Rosenblatt= (c) 1996, Los Angeles Times= 

WASHINGTON One million workers over 65 who work 
will be permitted to keep a larger share of their Social Security 
benefits, sources said Thursday, as President Clinton and the 
Republican Congress prepare to give them an election-year 
gift. . 

The annual limit on how much a person can eam Wit,hout 
losing retirement benefits will jump from the $11,520 now 
to ,$30,000 in the year 2002, Clinton and GOP· leaders have 
agreed. The change is a liberalization long sought by 



advocates for senior citizens. 
The ceiling would rise to S14,000 this year, providing 

an immediate boost" during the political season. The 
measure, which was still under negotiation Thursday; is to 
be attached to the bill extending the federal debt 
ceiling, a vital piece of legislation that has bipartisan 
support. 

The cost, an estimated 57 billion over seven years, 
would be made up by curtailing Social Security disability 
benefits and special low-income payments to approximately 
150,000 persons who are disabled because they are 
alcoholics or drug addicts. Social Security also would 
reduce payments to some stepchildren who are receiving 
survivors benefits. . 
_ Senior citizens groups are enthusiastic about the 

changes. "We have been working 01;1 the earnings limit for 
many, many years," said Evelyn Morton, legislative 
representative for the American Association of Retired 
Persons. ~'We have watched one house or the other pass an 
increase in the limit only to watch it die in 
conference," she said. 

(Begin optional trim) 

The AARP, with 32 million members, "believes 
middle-income beneficiaries should be able to earn more 
without losing benefits," she said 

The change in tiNl law is likely to be a "win-win" 
situation, for beneficiaries and for the government, which 
will collect additional taxes from those who decide to 
work more, said Martha McSteen, president of the 6 million 
member National Committee to Preserve Social Security and 
Medicare. 

Many older persons have economic pressures to work, she 
said. They range from escalating health costs to helping 
their own parents in a nursing home to helping 
grandchildren. "The time has come to recognize that 
lifting the earnings ceiling is a good thing to do," 
McSteen said. 

(End optional trim) 

-The House passed a bill lifting ~e ceiling last year, 
but there has been no Senate floor action. The federal 
debt-ceiling legislation will include legislation by Sen. 
John McCain, R-Ariz., called the Senior Citizens Freedom 
to Work Act that has been approved by the Senate Finance 
Committee. 

Under current law, the earnings ceiling for personS age 
65_~0 69 is Sl1,520 a year. Workers lose 51 in benefits 
for each 53 in wages and salary above the ceiling. The 
proposed legislation would raise the ceiling to 514,000 
for this year, and another 51,000 annually until the. end of 
the century. It would rise to 525,000 in 2001 and $30,000 
in 2002. Then, it would be indexed each year, as it is 
now, to rise along with the average iDcrease in wages in 
the U.S. economy. 

The proposed change would not affect those under 65 who 
receive benefits, .such as workers who retire early, widows 
or other survivors. They can earn up to 58,280, and lose 
SI in benefits for every 52 in earnings above the ceiling. 

There is no restriction for persons 70 and older. They 
receive full retirement benefits regardless of their 
earnings. 

About I million persons between 65 and 69 who are 
working have earnings in excess of the current limit. It 
applies only to wages and salaries. There is no impact on 
money from private pensions, Stocks, bonds and other 
investments. 

Dozen Senate Democrats Side with GOP on 
Litigation Reform (Washn)By Elizabeth Shogren= 
(c) 1996, Los Angeles Times= 

WASHINGTON Setting up anotlier veto confrontation with 
President Clinton, a dozen Senate Democrats joined forces 
with a majority of Republicans Thursday to pass 
legislation that would limit the amount of money awarded 
in prodUct liability lawsuits. 

But the 59-40 margin of approval was not 
override the veto that Clinton has promised. 
opposition reflects, in part, pressure from trial 
who are among his biggest contributors, and fears 
could lose votes in November to Green party ciulldi~lal 
Nader who has fought the bill if he signs the product 
liability bill. 

The bill, which includes provisions contained in the 
House GOP's "Contract With America," would cap punitive 
damages in most product liability cases at 5250,000 or 
twice the compensatory damages, whichever is larger. 
BuSinesses with fewer than 25 employees would be liable for 
the lesser of the two. 

The legislation, which is expected to passin the 
House, became 
a battleground for powerful interest groups, with trial 
lawyers on one side, and businesses and their insurers on 
the other. -

Before the Senate passage, Clinton signaled that he 
would like to sign a modified version of a product 
liability bill, in an apparent attempt to avoid any 
appearance of kowtowing to lawyers during the pre-election 
season. 

But _both supporters and opponents of the measure were 
skeptical that it could be altered- enough to please the 
president, while retaining enough votes to pass in both 
houses .. 

"Whether that is possible I don't know," said· Sen. 
Joe Lieberman, D-Conn. "This was such a delicate 
balance." . 

Agreement was so hard to reach that the House and 
Senate conference committee labored 10 months to reconcile 
the differences between their versions of the bill. 

The product liability measure is one of several popular 
initiatives that Congress intends to offer up to Clinton 
this year, despite veto threats. 

"It's in their interest to send things to the 
president that are just an inch off what the president can 
sign," said Sen. John Breaux, D-La., who opposed the 
measure. "Then he vetoes it, and they think they have a 
political issue." 

The measure's sponsors said their intent was to reform 
the product liability laws to protect business and 
iilsurance companies 
and by extension the consumers they serve by making it 

m\lCh harder for juries to award excessive punitive 
damages. 

"What we have tried to do ... is to make a fair 
reasonable balance between the interest of consumers and 
business," said Sen. Jay ROCKefeller, D-W.Va., a sponsor 
of the legislation. "This· is fair. This is the way 
America ought to work. I can only pray that the president 
will sign it." \ 

(Begin optional trim) 

Sen. Slade Gorton, R-Wash., who managed the legislation 
on the floor, said that the present system is .. a lottery 
for plaintiffs and a bonanza for those who represent 
them." 

But opponents of the measure argued that the 
possibility of business-busting product liability suits 
has forced manufacturers and retailers to be more 
responsible and have made America a safer place. 

"Punitive damages have disciplined these businesses," 
Sen. Ernest Hollings, D-S.C., said. "That's why we're 
getting the recalls. Punitive damages is one of the things 
that has given us safe products in this land.· 

(End optional trim) 

In order for the president to embrace· product liability 
legislation, according to a senior administration 
official, the measure would have to give judges the 
authority to waive the cap on punitive damages. The 
measure passed by the Senate allows judges such 
discretion, but only in exceptional cases, which !he 
Clinton administration considers too limited. 

The administration also opposes a provision in the 



that when several companies are 
damages, 

can only be charged the share of damages 
to its share of the responsibility. For 

a store sells a defective widget and a court 
store bel:lfS 10 percent of the responsibility for 

'dalnag,e, it can only be held responsible for 10 percent 
of the damages, even if the manufacturer has gone 
bankrupt and cannot pay. ' 

"I've s8i.d all along that there's legislation in this 
area that 
I would sign," Clinton told reporters at the White House 
Thursday. "There are some changes that I think are 
relatively modeSt that would permit me to sign it" 

House Approves Tough Crackdown on Blegal 
Immigration (Washn)By Marc Lacey= (c) 1996. 
Los Angeles Times= 

WASHINGTON The, House overwhelmingly approved a 
tough crackdown on illegal immigration Thursday night, but 
struck from the bill a series of new restrictions on the number 
lind type of legal immigrants allowed in the country and 
rejected the admittance of 250,000 foreign agricultural workers. 

The bill, on a vote of 333-87, would further restrict 
- public benefits for illegal immigrants, increase penalties 

for smugglers and document counterfeiters, 'and' boost 
boi-der enforcement by adding 5,000 more agents and 14 
miles of triple fencing near San Diego. 

The most contentious aspects of the legislation would 
allow states the option of denying free public schooling 
to undocumented students, would increase cooperation -
between local law enforcement officials and the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service, and would 
permanently ban those who violate immigration laws from 
ever legally entering the country. 

Although most legal immigration restrictions were 
removed, the bill would Still cut public benefits for . 

, legal immigrants and make their sponsors fmancially 
responsible for their well-being. 

"Americans got the whole loaf on illegal immigration 
reform and half the loaf on legal immigration reform," 
said Rep. Lamar S. Smith, R-Texas, putting the best face 
on the breakup of the bill' he sponso~d. "Three-fourths 
of a loaf tastes pretty good." 

The bill pleases neither immigrant rights groups nor 
,strong foes of illegal immigrants. The h8rd-line 
Federation for American Immigration Reform announced its 
opposition to the bill Thursday after lawmakers stripped 
legal immigration reform and weakened worker verification 
provisions., , 

"Despite a variety of high-minded sounding attempts to ' 
reform immigration policy, Congress with the full support 

, of a do-nothing administration is on its way to passing 
another bill that may only make things worse," said Dan 
Stei!l, executive director of FAIR.. 
'lli~ last-minute change, lawmakers eliminated the 

prOlsed 30 percent cuts in the number of legal immigrants 
an4'~iejected a plan to disallow siblings and adult 
children of u.s, citiZens frQm receiving family visas. 

(Begin optional trim) -

The move to excise legal immigration reform from the 
• bill was a blow to those Who argued that foreign workers 
were reducing wages and taking jobs frOm U.S. citizens. 
The reform was also aimed at reducing the huge backlog of 
immigrants seeking to join family members here by 
eliminating adult children and siblings from the 
,eligibility list. 

Backers of legal immigration argued that those Who come 
into the country legally help the U.S. economy. They said 
restricting the reunification of families runs counter to ' 
the country's long immigrant tradition. 

(End optional trim) 

"In a country of 260 million people, 700,000 legal 
ii:mi:Ugrants (a year) is not an exorbitant amount," said 

Rep. Dick Chrysler, D-Mich., who argued for deleting many 
of the proposed changes in legal immigration. "We are all 
immigrants or descendants of immigrants." 

He Was aided by a bipartisan coalition of groups, 
ranging from labor unions to the Christian Coalition. The 
238-183 vote to retain current immigration levels now 
capped at roughly 700,000 people per year cut deeply 
across partisan lines. 

The elimination of legal immigration reform from the 
bill decreases significantly the chances that the House 
will address the issue this year. Already, the Senate 
Judiciary Committee has voted to consider legal and 
illegal immigration in two separate bills. The Senate is 
expected to approve a similar illegal immigration bill 
next month. 

on illegal immigration, the House bill aims to tighten 
security at the border but acknowledges that some people 
will still elude the new agents and barriers there. ' 

Other provisions would make it more difficult for 
, illegal immigrants to fmel work and receive government 

benefits. And deportation procedUres would be streamlined ' 
to remove the undocumented, especially those who committed 
crimes. " 

The bill would reduce the 30-odd identification 
documents that immigrants can now present to employers to 
just six. And it would treat those who forge immigration 
papers like counterfeiters of U.S. currency. 

The ' legislation, calls for a pilot program that would 
allow participating employers to check the immigration 
status of new hires in a government database. To defuse 
opposition from businesses and civil libertarians who call 
it intrusive, the program is voluntary. 

The bill would forbid undocumented parents from ' 
receiving government benefits even if their children are -
U.S. citizens, a provision critics called "anti-child." 
Current law forbids illegal immigrants from receiving 

, benefits for themselves but allows parents to receive the 
benefits for citizen children. 

(Optional add end) , 

Lawmakers ~ejected an effort to create a special visa 
for as many as 250,000 temporary foreign agricultural 
workers. 

Farmers worried that the immigration crackdown woUId 
deplete them of many workers who now are using. fraudulent 
papers. Government studies estimate that anywhere from a 
quarter to half of all farm workers are illegal 
immigrants. 

The United States already has a limited "guest" 
worker program, started under the 1986 immigration bill, 
that allows farmers to bring immigrants to the 'country for 
temporary work assignments. But those so-called H-2A'visas 
are viewed by farmers as overly cumbersome and are little 
used. Last year, 400 sheepherders were the only guest 
workers in California under the program. . 

The proposal raised the ire of migrant workers' groups 
. trying to improve working conditions in farming. 

megal Immigrants' Issue Goes Nationwide By 
Amy Pyle and Patrick McDonnell= (c) 1996. Los' 
Angeles Times= 

In an election year, hot issues rival fresh produce as 
California's leading export. 

And, just as the rest of the United States ultimately 
came to share the tax-slashing spirit of Proposition 13, 
Wednesday's House ,vote seeking to bar illegal immigrants 
from public schools signals that ~erica asa whole may be 
picking up California's obsession with immigration. 

In fact, the congressional measure offered by Rep. 
Elton Gallegly, R-Calif., which clones a key tenet of 
California's Proposition 187, may pUsh immigration to the 
fore in this year's presidential election. . 

A spokesmim 'for the likely Repubican nominee, Kansas 
Sen. Robert Dole, dodged the issue Thursday, saying the 
Senate majority leader needed more time to focus on the 



issue, which currently is not part of the' U.S. Senate's 
version of the immigration reform bill. 

President Clinton's spokesman branded the Gallegly 
amendment "nutty" and all but said the chief executive 
would veto any immigration bill that contained it 

But architects of the California initiative approved 
more than ' 

a year ago but stymied'in federal court rejoiced that a 
national debate on their issue would hasten the question 
to the, U.S. Supreme Court, which in its more liberal days 
ruled that such discrimination was unconsitutional. 

.. This has tremendous potential .... It shows that 
people now have some guts to deal with a problem that 
should've been dealt with a long time ago," said Alan 
Nelson, the former U.S. Immigration and Naturalization 
Service commissioner who helped craft the California 
proposition. 

Leading constitutional scholars agreed that the Supreme 
Court's current conservative majority might end up· 
overturning a decision crafted by the century's leading 
liberal justice, the retired William J. Brennan Jr. 

Those who fought Proposition 187, while confident the 
congressional amendment ultimately will fail, nonetheless 
fear that the renewed attention to the issue will fuel 
anti-immigrant sentiinent across the nation. 

"This raises the level of acceptability of all kinds 
of overt and virulent immigrant bashing," said Martha 
Jimenez, San FranCisco regional counsel for MALDEF, a key 
anti-187 litigant •• It is the worSt kind of bullying 
because it ... goes after the most innocent and vulnerable 
population among us." ' 

For the proposed law's targets, the news of Proposition 
l87's federal incarnation was discouraging. In Los Angeles 

'Thursday morning, Gladys Fuentes' voice rose in outrage as 
she walked her 7-year-old daughter to a school near 
downtown. 

"Education should not be something political," said 
Fuentes, who came to the United States illegally from 
Honduras foUr years ago seeking better medical care for a 
sick son. "We are humans and we keep this country going. 
... Do they want an ignorant citizenry?" 

Still, opinion on the question remains deeply divided, 
even among Latinos, including another Logan second-grade 
parent who applauded the federal amendment: "Too many of 
them are coming over and crowding things up," said the 
woman, who identified herself only as Maria. "They know 
everything's free here and ... if it wasn't, they would 
stay home. it . 

But underlying the current debate is another mote 
focused campaign being wag~d by California's illegal 
immigration opponents and their legislative allies, who 
hope to overturn the landmark 1982 Supreme Court ruling 
that made it illegal to deny public education because of 
immigration status. 

In that close, 5-4 decision Plyler vs. Doe the 
Supreme Court struck down a 1975 Texas law that cut off 
state funds for schooling illegal immigi-ants. 
Acknowledging that education is not a "fundamental 
right," the Supreme Court nonetheless cited its 
"fundamental role in maintaining the fabric of our 
society" in concluding that the Texas statute violated the 
Equal Protection Clause of-the 14th Amendment 

Explaining the majority opinion, Brennan wrote: "It is 
difficult to understand precisely What the State hopes to 
achieve by promoting the creation and perpetuation of a 
subclass of illiterates within our boundaries, surely 
aQding to the problems and costs of unemployment, welfare 
and crime." 

Following passage of Wednesday's House amendment, 
however, two leading constitutional sCholars Kenneth 1. 
Karst of UCLA Law School and Akhil Amar of Yale Law 
School 
said the Plyler decision is on increasingly shakey 

grollDd. 
"This is not the same case," said Karst, author of 

"B~longing to America: Equal Citizenship and the 
COhltitution," which details how the notion of equality 
de\i~loped in the United States. 

',7he court has been very deferential to Congress in 

CODgress' regulation of aliens," Karst said. 
question is whether that kind of deference 
this case." 

Changing social conditions and the current 
conservative cast alsO could playa role, said Amar, 
Yale professor. 

At the time of the original ruling, for example. 
Brennan wrote, "There is no evidence in the record 
suggesting that illegal entrants impose any signficant 
burden on the state's economy." 

Studies used to promote Proposition 187, however, 
maintain that is no longer true. For example, California 
Gov. Pete Wilson and other Proposition 187 advocates 
estimated that almost S2 'billion is annually expended in 
educating more than 350,000 undocumented state youngsters 
about 5 percent of the state's public school enrollment. 

Immigrant advocates say those figures are wildly 
inflated, but, anti -illegal immigration activists believe 
such "pocketbook" considerations are winning them 
converts. 

"It's about time Congress said something about all 
these illegal alienS who are bankrupting our school 
system," said Barbara Coe; chairperson of the California 
Coalition for Immigration Reform, an Orange-County based 
umbrella group that was instrumental in getting 
Proposition 187 o~ the ballot 

(Optional' add end) 

Meanwhile, attorneys working in the anti-187 legal 
battle vow to expand their fight to include any state that 
takes up the congressional mandate and passes its own law 

. barring undocumented students from public schools. 
"There would a line at the courthouse" 'seeking to 

block any such attempts, predicted Mark Rosenbaum, of the 
American Civil Liberties Union of Southern California, 
co"lead counsel in the legal challenge to Proposition 187. 

And anyone of those cases could be the springboard to 
the U.S. Supreme Court, observers say. 

Even if some future court overturns Plyler; the 
logistics of enforcing a ban on illegal immigants would be 
mind-boggling in a school district like Los Angeles 
Unified. The massive school system, rivaled only by New 
York City in size and diversity, has also consistently 
maintained a philosophical arid legal opposition to 

. Proposition 187. 

Senate Votes to Overhaul Western Grazing Laws 
(Washn) By James GerstenZang= (e) 1996, Los 
Angeles Times= 

,WASHINGTON The Senate Thursday approved a major 
overhaul in the laws governing the multimillion-dollar business 
of grazing cattle and sheep on federally owned lands across the 
West. But it rejected a plan that would have brought a 
seven-fold increase in the fees charged to some of the nation's 
largest ranches, including those owned by major corporations. 

Critics complained that the measure will force federal 
agencies to disregard environmental considerations in 
determining how ranchers may use the 270 million acres 
they manage in the West. And, they said it will freeze the 
public out of the decision-making process while elevating 
the role given to ranching interests. 

"It turns the privilege of grazing on public lands 
into a right That's a fundamental change," said Sh.8.ron 
Buccino, a staff attorney of the Natural Resources Defense 
Council, a private environmental group. 

The vote was 51-46. The bill, which Senate Minority 
Leader Thomas A. Daschle, D-S.o., said was likely to be 
vetoed by President Clinton, has not yet been considered 
by the House of Representatives. 

Earlier, the Senate turned aside a measure propoSed by 
Sen. Dale Bumpers, D-Ark., that.would bave raised the fee 
charged to ranchers to run,livestock on federal land from 
approximately S1.35 per animal on each acre to S2.00 
still well below the costs charged for use of state-owned 
and,private land in the West. The measure that was 
eventually passed imposes an approximately 50-cent 
increase. 
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WASHINGTON, D.C.; 

Hillary denies role 
in firing trav~l staff 

, I 

25-page statement made under oath 
By Paul Bedard 
TIt( _S>tHOTClN TIMES 

'First lady HiUary Rodham Clin­
ton last night issued a blanket de-

· nial that she ordered the May 1993 
firings of White House travel of­
flee employees, despite testimony 
from aides that hel' demands 
sparked the "'n'avelgate" affair. 

In a carefully worded. 2S-page 
sworn statement to a House panel 
investigating the sc:dndaJ., Mrs. 
Clinton said she "bad DO decision­
~g role with regard to the re­
moval of the travel office employ­
ees on May 19, 1993." 

H~ she said that if suspi­
cions of travel offiCe mismanage­
ment turned out to be true. the fir-

~~~":~~cb~ 
could include,' if necessary and 

=-~~~r.,;emj= 
would DOt be blamed l'or coodoD­
ins any existing C&SCBl misman­
agemen,t problems. even though 
the tI'avol olfice employee$ bad 
been /hired by previous adIninb­
trationa." Mrs. Clinton said in a se­
ries of notarized 8I1SYr'US. 

The HouseGovernmeotReform 
,and Oversight Committee submit-

ted 26 questions about her role in 
the affair after David Watkins; the 
former White House director.of 

see HILLARY, page Al2 . 
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Bill limiting· liability suits 
passes Senate, faces veto 
Clinton hit for changing position to appease lawyers 
Bv warren P. Strobel 
"" ...... m .. "_ 

The Seaate yesterday passed a 
biD aimed at c:url>ing abusesiD 
lawsuits over faulty products. but 
the S9-4O Ially reo abort of the 
votes needed. to Override President CIin_~ ___ _ 

"" CIinIDn ,;g"aIed yes1On!ay 
that he would lib to avoid being 
seen as blocking. the reform. say­
ing he could sign the measure if . 
Congress mal<es "some cbaDges 
thatlthinkarere1ative1ymodest." 

But proponents of the m~ 

Immigration 
bill appl'Olled-, 
lho_ ...... lIstirst 

major ImrnIrJ'BIiOn bill In a _. voting 33H7 II> crack 
down on Illegal atiens. A:J ' 

warnecl that it is tOo late 'to'alter 
leCislation that bad been carefully 
crafted with the White House's 
participation. ' 

Sen. Josepb L LIebemum, CAm­
necticut Democrat and a cham· 

pion of the measure. said in 8 tele­
phone inlerView that' the While 
House bad . giVl:l1 UiDdications in 
the last 24bours thatthepn:sident 

, 'would Iiko II> sip • product 1labU-
ity bIll." . , 

Yet be warned: ""We'Ve ~ 
aDaed • lot II> gOt this biD ••• An4' 

.there's not a,lot fartbe.r we can go 
, II> S1jll bold the votes [needed l'or 
passage]". • 

The supporterS of the liability­
reform. bill _ which would Umit 

,jury awarda II> plaintiff. _ 

... LIABILITY, page AI,2 

Audit 
taints 
fraud 
witness 
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Whitewater judge 
chides prosecution 
By Hugh Ayneswonh ---LIn1.E ROCK. Ark. - The 
judge in tbe Whitewater-related 
trial. of Gov. Jim GUY 1bcker Jun 8iid suSan McDougal yester­
day rejeeted defense motions to 
strike the testimony of a govern­
ment witness who gave conflicting 
evidence to the Internal Revenue 
5ervicc. 

U.S .. District, Judge George 
· .Howard Jr. ruled that Lisa Auns-
· paugh Thompson, 8 fonner em­

ployee of Madison Guaranty Say-
· mgs and Loan Association. may 

contil'lue with ber testimony, say­
ing defense attorneys can use 

· newly found information about her 
: during cross-examination today. 

appears;, 
students, 
vanish 
Parents empty 
school in District 

of the ehiI­
were gone," D.C. sehool·SYS­

tem spokeswoman Beverly LoIten 
said. ... 

About 8 a.m., SteVen Roseman. 
an assistant principal at Ferebee 
Hope Elementary School, anived 
for work. As be entered the build­
ina. he heard someone running })e. 
hind him, turned and saw a teen­
ager with a gun. Ms. Lofton said. 

Judge Howard had stopped the 
'Proecedings yesterday and or­
dered prosecutors to explain why 
they d.id not disclose 8: tax audit 
that Mr. McDougal's attorney, Sam 
Heuer, said proves that Mrs. 

·Tbompson bad lied on the stand. 

". . . . 

Mr. Roseman fled into the 
school He was .not banned 'or 

. robbed, Ms. Lofton said. Police 
found no sign of the gunman, Offi­
cer Kenny Bryson.said. 

The incident came 8 day after 
two janitors at the school were 
robbed at )k Heuer contended that the 

, govemmcnt had Dot turned over to 
him information about tax liens 

: against Mrs. Thompson, ·who had 

Achille Lauro killer likely fled to Alg~ria ' 
:e~r Th,.:e:..,-__ ,~ __ :::::-~, -~.o-::p".m., 
shortly after school let out, by two 
maskedmcn. · restified earlier about her role as 

an occa.s:ional decorator for the 
McDougals in 1984.and 1985 when 

'Furloughed terrorist used documents from U. S_ to escape 
The school. whicl:l normally has 

one security oaicer. will have 
_ guards today and possibly · they ran Madison. The McDougals 

are former business partners of 
President and Mrs. Clinton. 

According to an IRS audit. Mrs. 
Thompson,32. said she had a Mad­
ison checkiitg account and agreed 
to pay ·more than $58.000 in back 
taxes for 1985 and 1986 on the 
money in it 

But she testified this week -
the third week of tbe.uial - that 
she did not own or have an interest 
in the account, which she said was 
actually owned by Mr. McDougal 

Mr. Heuer said the proseCutors 
should nave given the defense the 

see TRIAL, page A14 

ROME - Authorities believe 
YoIwefMagiedMoIql. the AcbilIe 
Lauro terrorist who escaped cus­
lOdy while on leaw: from 8IlitaliaD 
prison, bas made his way to Alge­
ria using documents issued by a 
Wasbington-based organization. 

Italy bas launched a formal in­
vestigation into the. procedures 
that permitted. the escape. fnclud· 
ing the way MoIqi was able to ~ 
cure a passport and identity card 
from the World Service Authority 
while still in prison. 

Italian newspapers bave re­
ported that Molqi is in possessioD 

'Mad cow disease' 
besetS British beef 
Europeans , ban imports 
~cam:InId~ 

or WSA passport No. 197232 and 
identity card No. 002036. both i,s. 
sued. in WasbiDgtDD. on June 20, 
1988, while ~e. was serving a 
3Oo,....prIsoa .......... , 

The documeDts have an expira­
tion dale of JUlIe 2D this"';; ~ 
before lib prison term was""to end. 
'lbeimmiDeDtexpirationdatemay 
have prompt<d MoIql II> make his 
escape at this time.. 

Federal Jaw eatorcemcnt om· 
c:lals in WulIin8IDn confirmed 
~ that US. 'authorities were -seriously looking into" re-­
ports that MoIqibad reached Alge­
na with the ersatz passport and 
identity card. . 

A us. intelligence official said 

LONDON - A British official said yesterday the 
country may have to slaughter its entire 11 million 
head of beef cattle, as panic spread throughout the 
country and several European ~tions about "mad 
et:NI disease." _ 

At least five European countries banned imports of 
English beef, while concerned British officials 
dropped hamburgers from their lunch menus amid 
reports the diSCOlse may have killed dozens o£people. 

H.,. .. the beer: A London customer eyes whai's 
~n banned in live other European nations. 

In Britain's shops, consumers were simply con­
· £used. 

"Everyone tells you what are the risks of gening 
AIDS, but nobody tells you what are the risks of 
eating beer. I don't know enough facts," said Natasha 
Parker; shopping in London. 

Prime Minister John Major and other political lead­
ers said they were still e."'Iting beer. though the gov-

emment on Wednesday had confirmed for the first 
time that humans might have contracted the cattle 
disease. . 

France and Belgium banned imports of beef, and 
Germany asked the European Union to ban all British 
exports or beer and beer products to the rest of the 

sa COW. pag~ Al2 

American investigators were 
seeking to f"md out bow Molqi 0b­
tained the documents from the 
14th Street organization. which 
specializes in pnMding documen­
tation to "eowrtryless" refugees 
and those who object to traYel re-­
strIctioos imposed by their goy­
_IS. 

'!be _ill Service Authority; 
part of the _ Refugee FUnd, 
was founded in 19S' by American 

next \\ftk, Ms. I..ofton said. 
Parents bepn gatheriDa yester­

day as soon as tbt!y beard erro­
DeOUS reports 0{ a bo.stage situa· 
'doD at the . is- at 
EigbthIUld 

"'nIat 
LofIDn said. 
on the bank." \ 

=-~~~-
Scbool officials tried. to reu­

sareparenO., she said. but by noon: 
only about • dozen ot the S60 stu­
cieDts remained. ' ' ship to become a "Citizen of the 

world~ 
The group says tr8velers ~ 
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Anny task force finds ' 
. scant extremist danger 
Advises screening recruits' 'sensitivity' 

The Army concluded ~y 
that extremist groups have $Cant 
inn1.ience on its S04,OOO troops, but 
it nevertheless will explore a new 
screening process to weed out re-­
crults 'with unsuituble ussoci­
ations. . 

A special task force made 12 
major recommendations to blupt 
extremism, includins one IMt re­
cruits be evoluated for"humnn re-
I:Ilions sensitivity." • 

"This telb us that the Anny Is 
composed of soldiers who renect 

the American belief that extrem­
ism is unacceptable in our societY 
and in the Army," Anny Secretary 
'lbgo West said in announcing the 
findings. . 

Mr. West commissioned the task 
force last December, after three 
members or the 82nd Airborne I>i-_ 
vision at Fon 8rugg. N.C., were 
charged with killing a black cou­
ple in downtown Fayetteville. P0-
lice said the three had racial mo­
tives. 

While the task force found 
Nminimnl evidence of extremist 

sn ARMY. page AJ4 



I Billlliniting liability suits 
. passes Senate, faces veto 

I LIABILfI'¥ 
, From page Al 

by faulty products ~ were out­
raged on Saturday, when Mr. Clin­
ton abruptly announced his inten­
tion to veto the measure, which he 
'had earlier supported. 

Assumingthey had presidential 

Clinton hit for changm' 'g position to appease lauru . ~~~~;d i~h: ~~}~:e:~e"~~~~~~ 
~ ~. tee to pare down the measure from 

--------~_r-to--'. ' pI'on of the measure sal'd I'n a tele broader civil litigatio. n reform 
By Warren P. Strobel . I - rat·_·· , . . ' , , ,.-
THE WASHINGTON TIMES mmlg Ion phone IntervIew that the WhIte so ght by House Republicans. 

b -III app' roO ''''''ed House had given "indications in ritics - includIng some in his 
The Senate yesterday passed a 'W' the last 24 hours thatthe preside own 'party '- have accused ,Mr. 

bill aimed at curbing abuses in would like to sign a produc . il- Clinton of pandering to the con-
lawsuits over faulty products, but The House passes its first it' ." ; cerns of trial lawyers, who are Mr. , 
the 59-40 tally fell short of the' major immigration bill in a Yet he warned: "We've compro- I Clinton's mo. st reliable political do- ' decade, voting 833-87 to crack d I votes needed to override President down on illegal alie, ns. A3 mised a lot .to get this bill ... And nors an vigorous y oppose caps 
Clinton's expected veto. there's not a lot farther we cali go on jury awards. . 

Mr. Clinton signaled yesterday to still hold the votes [needed for A frustrated Sen. John D. Jay 
that he would . .. warned that it is too late to' alter passage]". ' Rockefeller IV, West Virginia 

: ','. 

legislation that had been carefully The supporters of the liability- I Democrat,last night criticized Mr. 
aned with the White House's reform bill - which would limit I Clinton for issuing yesterday's 

p ticipation. jury awards to, plaintiffs injured /' statement within hours of the Sen-
en. Josep.h I. Lieberman, Con- .. ' ate's final vote on the bill and after 

ecticut Democrat and a cham- see LIABILITY, page Al2 / the Senate had voted Wednesday to, 
, end a filibuster'by opponents. ' 

FRIDAY, MARCH 22,19961 
I 

"The president understands 
that he's in a very difficult POS!- ' 
tion, both substantively and politi­
cally:' said Mr. Rockefeller, a 'co-
sponsor . 

. oc e er hat in in-
nse telephone negotiatio 

the White House before the 
ture vote, he and Sen. Slade Gor 
ton, Washington Republican.. of; 
fered to, fix four of the five 
problems with the bill identified 

. by the White House. They even, 
'agreed to cast the changes as·il; 
political victory for Mr. Clinton, he 
said. ' 

"They '[the White House 
wouldn't ,do it:' .Mr. Rockefe r 
said. ' 

As he did in a pres erence, 
Mo " r raised 'the', 
question of trial lawyers' funu­
ence on the White House. "It raises 
the question, 'Did they really want 
changes? Or was this just a state­
ment to make them seem separate 
from the trial lawyers?'" he said. 

White House Press Secretary 
Michael McCurry declined to join 
the verbal battle with Mr. Rocke­

, feller. But he rejected accusations 
that Mr.' Clinton has been influ­
enced by campaign contributions. 
, "We have resisted the tempta­

tion to suggest that people on the 
other side of the issue are affected 
by political contributions that are 
10 times" those given by the law~ 
yers, Mr. McCurry said. He re-· 
ferred to business groups that 
have poured millions of dollars 
into supporting liability reform. ' 

, There are large amounts of po­
litical contributions on both sides 
of the issue, the spokesman said. 
"Which is why the president, on 
balance, thought it was best to look 
at the issue on its merits," he said. 

According to a study by the Cen­
ter for Responsive Politics, law­
yers have contributed far more ' 
than any other industry to Mr. 
Clinton's re-election campaign. 

However" the center's Joshua 
Goldstein supported Mr. McCur­
ry's analy:~is. A detailed counting 
of campaign receipts probably 
would show that business groups 
have contributed more money and 
more lobbyists to the fight than ; 
have the trial lawyers, he said. 

"When you look at campaign do­
nations and you see a major sum 
of money [going] to a candidate, 
coming back and wanting some­
thing in return, it stretches, 

. credulity that there is no connec- ".",. , 
'on," Mr. Goldstein said. • 

'l\velve Democrats voted for. the ; 
sure yesterday, sending it to ' 

, t e House for' approval. Six Re­
ublicans voted against it, No 

fewer than 67 Senate votes can 
override a veto. 

, In a letter to Sen. Bob Dole, Kan-, 
,·sas Republican, Mr. Clinton said 
he objects to the bill's intrusion on 
sta,te authority regarding tort law; 
to its elimination of "joint and sev­
eralliability:' which would reduce 
compensation if one of the guilty 

. companies goes bankrupt; and to 
the bill's capping of punitive dam­
ages at $250,000 in most cases. 



conservative than the party. at large, centrists 
the right wing by a ratio of nearly 3-1. 

study said that "centrist candidates, n whom it 
as Sen. Bob Dole, publisher Steve Forbes, former 

'elll~es,see Gov. L&mar Alexander and Indiana Sen. Richard 
Lugar, received three times the votes of candidates such 
as Buclumai!. former ambassa~r Alan Keyes, Texas Sen. Phil 
Gramm and Rep. Robert Dol'llllil of California, who all 
courted conservative voters. 

"The centrists received 5.4 percent of the eligible 
vote; the combined conservatives received 1.9 percent of 
the eligible vote," the study said. 

Gans said the data also indicated that Buchanan was 
winning a very small portion of the eligible Republican 
vote about 1.7 percent which he said showed a 
. 'willingness of religious and the secular conservatives to 
vote for more mainstream candidates in the hoFC;, of 
defeating President Clinton." . 

The study proVided good news for advocates of voting by 
mail. Both Oregon and North Dakota, which permitted 
mail-in ballots for the rJrSt time, showed increases in . 
turnout. 

u.s. troops say they're staying in Bosnia, but the 
brass disagrees By Tom Hundley Chicago 
Tribune(KRT) 

TUZLA, Bosnia-Herzegovina Maybe the GIs know 
something the generals doit't. 

Ask any buck private with mud on his boots if he 
believes,U.S. troops will be out of Bosnia at the end of 
the year, as proDllsed by the Clinton administration, and 

. he'll shake his head' and say, "No way." 
Put the same question to the brass and you'll receive a 

stem lecture about peace btimg up to the Bosnian people 
and how the U.S. is giving them a one-year window to take 
it or leave it. 

Three months into the planned one-year mission, the 
question of when and how the 18,505 American troops now on 
the ground in Bosnia will be withdrawn is a touchy subject 
around U.S. headquarters in Tuzla. . 

The problem is that the military side of the mission 
has been a resounding success while the civilian side 'the 
implementation of the political aspects of the Dayton 
agreement hils not. 

The massive presence of American ground troops has 
stopped the Bosnian War cold, and at a cost that has not 
been as high as many anticipated. One American soldier was 
killed in a mine-clearing accident. 

But stopping the war is. one thing; achieving actual 
peace is another. And thus far, none of the warring . 
factions appears enthusiastic about the latter. 

Soldiers in the field know this. 
"A Serbian soldier told me face-to-face that as soon 

as you ieave, we start killing each other again,· said 
Staff Sgt. Volda O'Conner, 26, a squad leader from Pho~nix 
who helps keep the peace in the nasty no-man's hind south 
of Brcko. 

"(don't think we're leaving," said O'Conner. "I 
thj~~,.,we'll have to stay here at least two or three years 
be('l!e peace starts to develop." 

Pfc. Christopher Bear4, 20, agreed. "A year isn't 
goinl to be long enough," said the Roseville, m., 
native. "It would be kind of a waste to walk out of here 
at the end of the year and have things go back to"the way 
they were." 

Many sOldiers believe that with the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, and a surplus of GIs in Germany, the 
Pentagon's intentions are pretty obvious. 

"With Russia gone, those troops in Germany don't have 
a mission anymore," said O'Conner, the squad leader. "A 
lot of guys think they are going to downsize in Germany 
and make this a duty station." 

But Gen. William Nash, the commander of U.S. forces in 
Bosnia, jumped all over those notions. 

"The U.S. military commitment in Bosnia is clearly 
dermed. It is one year. I think that is ample time," 

. said the cigar-chomping general. 
"Peace in Bosnia rests on the shoulders of the Bosnian 

people and their leaders. If they want peace, there will 
be peace. If they don't. ... " He didn't ruiish the 
sentence, but punctuated it with a not-my-problem puff 
from his cigar. 

The Clinton administration also has been holding firm 
to the one-year pledge. With Ii re-election challenge 
looming in November, administration officials are quick to 
discourage talk of a long-term entanglement. . 

"The president has given a very clear commitment on 
the 12 months. That is out policy. It will remain our 
policy," said Richard Holbrooke, the chief architect of 
the Dayton agreement, who recently left his State 
Department post for Wall Street. 

(EDITORS: NEXT GRAF OPTIONAL TRIM) 
"i recognize that it is the most problematic part of 

our policy in many ways, but I believe that if we had 
doubled or tripled the length of time, it wouldn't 

,. necessari1y have ~de a fundamental change in the chances 
of success or Jailure of the ciVilian side," said 
Holbrooke. 

(END OPTIONAL TRIM) 
Another reason why senior U.S. officials, political and 

military, are reluctant to discuss prolonging the mission 
is a concern that it would send exactly the wrong signal 
to local leaders. 

"We've got to hold their feet to the rtre. If we start 
talking about a successor force, or a followoo()n 
engagement, it would only gi~e the political leaders 
around here another excuse to drag their feet," said a 
senior NATO adviser. 

But talk of a successor force already has begun, 
especially among the European allies. 

(EDITORS: ~XT GRM OPTIONAL TRIM) 
"The North Atlantic Council will discUss this question 

after D-plus-120 and give me my guidance," said U.S. 
Admiral Leighton Smith, overall commander of NATO forces 
in Bosnia. D-plus-120 refers to the 120th day of the . 
deployment, about one month from now. 

(END OPTIONAL TRIM) 
The emerging consensus is that keeping the peace in 

Bosnia will require more than the unarmed international 
police force being assembled, but leSs than the 
6O,OOO-strong NATO force now OD the ground. 

Will a continued American presence be necessary? 
The conventional wisdom is that American engagement was 

decisive in bringing the fighting to a halt. The previous 
U.N. peacekeeping effort foundered in part because the 
U.S. refused to commit ground forces to Bosnia. . 

So, assuming the mission hasn't' gone awry, would 
President Clinton, lame duck or otherwise, pull the plug 
on Dec. 20? . 

That would be a serious mistake, according to the top 
commander from one European ally. "It would create. a 
dangerous vacuum that no one can rtll," he said. 

Whether the Americans "ultimately stay for a little 
while or a long while, they are building up a massive 
military infrastructure in Bosnia that does not yet 
suggest a permanent presence, but which could easily become 
one. At the very least, the U.S. will leave btihind an 
infrastructure that it can retlim to in a hurry. 

(STORY CAN TRIM HERE) 
"Forget it," huffed Col. Mark Brzozowski, a Pentagon 

. spokesman in Tuzla. ,. Active planning has already begun 
for our departure. . . 

"Listen, we're Siving the Bosnians the best shot 
they're going to get," said Brzozowski. "Let's hope they 
don't blow it, because on Day 365, we're outta here." 



Senate passes bill, 59-40, capping awards in 
product-liability suits By David Hess 
Knight-Ridder Newspapers(KRT) 

WASHINGTON Despite a veto threat from President 
Clinton, the Senate approved a scaled-back bill Thursday to 
discourage big damage awards in cases involving defective 
products. 

The bill, passed on a 59-40 vote, is the product of a 
20-year effort by large and small businesses including 
insure(S and tobacco companies to limit their exposure in 
product-liability lawsuits. 

The long-running fight has pitted the nation's trial 
lawyers, who have generously supported Clinton's election 
campaigns, against big manufacturers, the National 
Federation of Independent Businesses and makers of medical 
devices, who have shoveled money into congressional 
campaigns. 

Consumer lobbies have also weighed in, complaining that 
the bill would set back efforts to ensure safer products 
in both market and workplaces. 

On the fmal vote; 47 Republicans and 12 DemoCrats. 
supported the bill, while 34 Democrats and six Republicans 
opposed it. The House is expected to pass the measure next 
week. As of now, supporters don't have the votes to . 

. override a Clinton veto. 
The congressional debate also drawn a sharp distinction 

. between Clinton and his Republican rival for president,· 
Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole. . 

. As one of the bill's staunchest supporters, DOle said 
Clinton was in the thrall of the trial lawyers. 

"I'm not one to assume just because someone gives you 
money, they call the tune: said Dole, himself the 
recipient of vast campaign contributions from corporate 
political action committees. "But this message (from the 
triailawyers) has apparently been heard down at the White . 
House loud and clear." 

The president, in explaining why he intended to veto 
the measure,.said it would "prevent injured persons from 
recovering the full measure of their damages." 

That assertion drew a' quick rebuke from the Senate's 
chief ~nsors of the bill, Democrat John D. Rockefeller 
IV of West Virginia and Republican Slade Gorton of 
Washington. 

"It has no basis in fact," Rockefeller said in 
response to Clinton, insisting that juries could still 
return awards to injured persons that fully covered all 
their fmancial losses and also· provide damages for pain 
and suffering. 

The bill does, however, limit punitive damages to: 
Either the greater of two times the sum of the 

compensatory damages (which consist of fmancial loss as 
well as pain and suffering) or 5250,000 in cases involving 
big businesses; 

Or the lesser of two times the sum of compensatory 
damages or 5250,000 in cases involving small businesses. 

Punitive damages are permitted in most states to punish 
corpOrate wrongdoing and deter future bad behavior. 
Cliii(on opposes caps on punitive damage awards. 
~ bill would permit higher punitive damage awards in 

particularly egregious instances of willful misconduct by 
defindants, although the standard of proof in such caSes 
would be so high that such awards probably would be rare .. 

Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-Calif., opposed the bill on 
grounds that it would discriminate against women of 
child-bearing age who are vulnerable to mistakes by makers 
of birth-control devices. 

Harking back to the Dalkon Shield case, in which the 
. manufacturer continued to produce it despite complaints of 
serious damage to women's reproductive organs, Boxer said 
the finn made so much money that "it took seven punitive 
damage awards to fmally stop it." 

The threat of punitive damages, she said, impels 
manufacturers to take more care in assuring the safety of 
their products. 

"This bill is designed to relieve corporate America of 
its responsibilities," Boxer said. 

Gorton contended that "nothing in the bill limits the 
ability of any individual to recover in any court for all 
the ·actual and provable damages suffered" from loss of 

emplo~ent income, health costs and pain and 
"The real problem with punitive damages now," he 

said, "is that they can be awarded in multiple cases 
(involving the same product) with no limit." 

Last year, as part of the new Republican majority's 
"Contract With America," the House passed a broader bill 
that would have made it even harder for plaintiffs to 
receive punitive damages. The House also included new 

. protections for doctors against medical malpractice suits. 
The.Senate balked, however, and induced the House togo 
along with a more modest bill that deleted the malpractice 
provisions and put a softer cap on punitive damage awards. 

(EDITORS: STORY CAN END HERE) 
Though this Congress·has moved vigorously to return 

more power and programs to stales, the product-liability 
bill would impose on states . 
a new uniform set of standards for such cases thus 
preempting state laws and procedures. 

House will vote to repeal ban on assault weapons 
By David Hess and Robert A. Rankin 
Knight-Ridder Newspapers(KRT) 

WASHINGTON House Speaker Newt Gingrich has made a 
big deal out of the Republicans in Congress "keeping our 
promises." 

. So, on Friday, GOP leaders will keep a vow they made to 
the National Rifle Association: they will bring up a bill 
to repeal the 2-year-old ban on military-style assault 
weapons. 

House leaders are scheduling the vote even though the 
repeal bill, which is expected to pass the House, may not 
even get to the floor in the Senate and faces a certain 
veto from President Clinton. 

•• Our leadership made a commitment and we intend to 
keep it," said Rep. Bill McCollum, R-Fla. , 

That promise has stirred a small tempest in GOP ranks, 
however, even among several members who support repeal and 
intend to vote for it Friday. 

"It would be one thing to vote on it if it had a 
chance of passing Congress," said Rep. Mark Foley, 
R-Fla., who said he backs repeal. "But this is not going 
to survive in the Senate, so I don't see much point in 
making us vote on a highly volatile issue that's going 
nowhere. We're exposing ourselves politically to no good . 
. end." 

Even the NRA acknowledges that the issue is a dead 
letter in this Congress. 

But, said NRA lobbyist Tanya Metaksa, "Our members who 
were active in the 1994 (congressional) elections need to 
know the people they helped have stuck to their original 
promise to repeal the Clinton gun ban." 

The NRA and other gun enthusiasts contend that the ban 
has had no measurable effect on reducing violent crimes. 
"It's a poorly crafted, symbolic gesture that has failed 
to make a meaningful contribution to reducing violent 
crime," said Rep. Jim Chapman, D-Texas, one of about 40 
House Democrats who are expected to support repeal. 

Chapman, ironically, will offer the repeal bill, 
permitting the Republican leadership to maintain that it 
is a bipartisan iiritiative. 

At the White House, political strategists are delighted 
that the vote is taking place. Noting that the public, by 
a large majority, favors the ban, the president and 
Attorney General Janet Reno seized every opportunity 
Thursday to bash the Republicans for bringing up the 
repeal bill. 

"It will endanger law enforcement officials if it does 
pass," the president said. "It will cost more citizens 
their lives if it does pass. The only people-who will be 
benefited are people who engage in illegal activity." 

Reno, at her weekly news conference, said the repeal 
effort was tantamount to .renewing a license for more 
bloodshed. 

"Assault weapons have become the weapons of choice for 
violent criminals, drug dealers, gangs and dangerous 
maniacs everywhere," Reno said. "They have been used in 
school yards, at airports, in bank lobbies, on trains, in 
traffic, and in front of the White House. They have no 



1997 
budget 
rolled out 
Plan faces almost 
certain rejection 
By Judi Hasson 
USA TODAY 

President Clinton sends Congress 
a $1.6 trillion federal budget for lis­

, cal 1997 on Tuesday, With almost no 
expectations It Will be approved. 

Clinton's plan, With $99 billion In 
tax cuts and Increased spending on 
the environment and, educatiOIi. is 
likely to be rejected out-of·hand as 
Republicans ~n putting together 
their own plans for spending. 

The 1997 budget arrives even be­
fore Congress llnishes work on the 
1996 budget, which has been bogged 
down In a legislative stalemate over 
, $8 billion In spending cuts. 

Congress and ClInton failed to 
close a deal on a plan to balance the 
budget over seven years earner this 
year after long months of negotla· 
tlons. 

The same Issues that blocked ear· 
lIer budget deals could tie up the 
1997 budget The GOP wants bigger 
reductions In the growth of MOOi·, 
care/Medicaid spending. Clinton 
wants smaller tax cuts and more dis-
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Ointon VOWS to veto bill to limit 
damages on defective products 

s, ..... -.AP 
BatIIIng OI!"'the budget House Minority Leader Richard Gephardt, D-Mo., Jeft, 
and HouS$ Majority Leader Dick Armey, R·Texas, on 'Meet the Press' Sunday. 

cretlonary spending. year, vetoing everything we sent 
But WhIte House chief of stair , down there to him, " he said: 

Leon Plinetta said he's optimistic In other develo!Jments: 
Congress and the White House would ,~Cllnton signed yet another tem-

PresIdent ClInton says he Will veto 
'a product liability reform bill that 
would make It harder for consumers 
to sue for damages from defective 
products and place a cap on damage 
awards If they Win. . 

A compromise version of the bill, 
strongly backed by manufacturers 0' 
a I'IUIge of Items from automoblles to 
. raw materials used In medical de­
vices, Is scheduled to come to a 1lna1 
vote In Congress this week. ' 

ClInton said the bill "displaces 
Slate law only when that law Is more 
benellclal to consumers. It allows 
state laws to remain In effect when 
that law Is more favorable to manu­
facturers and sellers." 
, Some members of Congress react·, 

ed angrily to ClInton's announce­
ment Sunday, saying they had 

workect hard to devise a compromise yers,· Jaslnowskl said on ABCs This 
acceptable to Democrats and Repub- Week with David Brinkley. 
Iicans. "I cannot beHeve that he The House passed Its stronger ver· 
won't go With ,some 18glll reform," sian of litigation refonn last March, 
said Sen. Trent Loll, R·MIss., on 255-161. The scaled-back Senate ver· 
NBCs Meet the Press. sian" which Is closer to the compro-

A key Democratic. supporier of mise plan, passed In May, 61-37. Nel· 
. the Senate bill, Sen. Jay Rockefeller ther would provide the two-thlrds 

of West Vlrginla, also said he was majority needed to overturn a presl· 
"extremely disappointed the prest· dentlal veto . 
dent has taken such a shortsighted One other wrinkle In the debate: 
political view of a serious bipartisan Clinton's opposition to the bill could 
effort that would restore comn'lon help him ·In November. Consumer 
sense to the American 18gIlI system." , activist Ralph Nader Is running for 

Jerry Jaslnowski, president of the president on the Green Party ticket 
National AssocIation of Manufactur· and could attract- enough votes In 
ers, warned that businesses big and CalIfornla to cost Clinton that crucial 
small would unlfy agaJnst the prest· state. ClInton's stand on the bill could 
dent If he vetoes, the-bill' cut Into Nader's support. . 

"He's going to regret having decld~ 
edto go to bed With the trial law· By Judi Hasson 

be able to work out a deal because of , porary spending plan, this to end Sat· 
the pressure of this year's preslden- urday, for the District of Columbia 
tlal election season. . ' government and the nine federal de-

''We think we've got a very unlque partments and that have no penna­
window of opportunlty here," he said nent funds. 

u.s. rethinking its land mine,policy 
on CBS's Face the Nation. " ~ Congress faces a March 29 By Sally Buzbee ' 

He urged Senate Majority Leader deadline for extending the govern- The AssocIated Press 
~b Dole to reject the "extremism" ment's borrowing ceiling. That will 
of the Republican right and work be done, both sides agree, With the The Pentagon conlinned Sunday 

, With Clinton to pass key legislation. debt ceiling raised enough to cover that a review Is under way of the mil· 
In strong disagreement With Pa· dellcit spending through mld·1997 Itary's longstanding policy that anti· 

nett&, House Majority Leader Dick ~ The House this week takes up an personnel land mines can be used to 
Armey, R·Texas, appearing on Immigration bill that would cut 18gIlI defend U.s. troops In danger zones. . 
NBCs Meet the Press, blamed Clln- Immigration by 20%, Increase bor· . Behind the review: increasing con­
ton's vetoes of the GOP budget and der enforcement and make asylum cern around the world that mines 
spending bills for the gridlock and more dlmclilt to obtain. It would be· targeted at peOple, not tanks or other 
two partial government shutdowns. the most signlllcant change In immI· ,equipment, pose a groWIng threat to 

"This is what he's been doing for a gratlon law In 30 years. civilians. 

WorldWide, the use of sUch land 
mliies has escalated In the last 15 
years. They kill or Injure 26,000 pe0-
ple each year, the State Department 
estImates..Most victims are civilians ' 
In war-torn countries SUch as Angola, 
Cambodla and El Salvador .. 

Land mlDes also pose risks to U.s. 
troops In BosnIa . 

U.N. Secretary-GeneraiBoutros 
Boutros-Ghall and the International 
Red Cross have called for a global 
ban on land mines. Twelve nations, 

Including Canada, Mexico and Bel~ 
, glum, have renounced their use. 

But until now, U.s. military om· 
ciIIls have Insisted that they need the 
option of using land mines to protect 
the lives of U.s. soldierS. They also 
have argued that the Unlted States 
should not give up a weapon If other 
nations won't 
, Gen. John Shallkashvl1~ chairman 

of the Joint ChIefs of StaIr, ordered 
, the review last week, The New York 
Times reported Sunday. 



NATIONL·I 
. A wee~end of green, 
. from river to revelers 

Weekend revelers honored St Patrick's· Day with pa­
rades; beer and politicking. In ChIcago, where the ChIcago 
River was dyed green. presidential hopeful Pat Buchanan 
trekked the entire 15-block parade route Sunday. 

In New York, p0-
lice omcer Ed Lewis, 
23, broke ranks with 
marching oMcers to 

, propa;e on bent knee 
to 'girlfriend Eileen 
Breslln. 25, who tear· 
tully accepted. 

For the litth year, 
the lrIsh Lesbian and 
Gay OrganIzation p~ 
tested its eXClusion 
tram the parade with 
a pre.march demon­
stration. Thirty-eight 
demonstrators were 
arrested, omcer No­
reen Murray said. 

In Savannah, Ga.; 
the 'parade drew at ByIllnMalgol,AP 

least 350,000 people, In San FI'8I1Cisc:o: Alslin RoChe 
including Mayor Kie- performs a jlg in the city's parade. 
ran Crotty of Kilken-
nY,Ireland, who rode In the 172nd annual parade with Sa­
vannah Mayor Floyd Adams Jr. Other celebrations 
Included those In Qeveland; St LOuis; Dublin, Ga.; Dublin, 
Calif~ San Francisco and San Diego. 

In Washington, D.C., 120 lrIsh immigrants were sworn In 
as u.s. citizens. Many then marched In Washington's St Pat· 
rick's Day Parade. (Gerry Adams' U.s. visit, 7A) 

HEAVENLY POLLUTANTS: Stardust contains many of 
the same pollutants found right here on Earth, scientists 
say. A joint study by researchers tram Stanford and wash­
ington universities shows stardust contains the same kind of 
carbon compounds produced by diesel exhaust, forest !ires 
and volcanic eruptions. Specilic carbons In stardust that 
rode to Earth inside meteorites Included a chemical found 
In mothballs and a cancer-causing chemical found In 
charred meat The study is scheduled to be presented today 
at the Lunar and PlanetaJy Symposium in Houston. 

SPACE MISSION: NASA plans to begin the traditional 
three-day countdown today for the next mission of space 
shuttle Atlantis, which will transport U.s. astronaut ShaD­
non Lucid to her 4 ~·month stay aboard the Russian space 
station. She will be the Iirst American woman aboard Mlr . . ' ' 

SWAMP SURVIVOR: A former Everglades National 
Park ranger and veteran outdoorsman survived 41 days on 
an island In the Okefenokee swamp In southeastern Geor· 
gIa by eating bu~ leaves and berries washed down with 
swamp water. Mike Goodell, 33, who became lost Feb. 4. 
lost more than 50 pounds while searching the Sosquare-mile 
Billy's Island for his canoe. He found it FrIday and park 
volunteers found him. He was taken to a hospital for treat· 
ment of dehydration, scrapes. cuts and bug bites. 

TOURIST KILLING: Florida police 
~ ,a ~~,.'WithJ.llurder in 
the shooting of Canadian stUdent i,> 
Mark Fyke,19, who was.kIIIed while 
he was speaking.wlth·his mother on· 
an outdoor pay phone In Daytona 
Beach. Accused killer Donald Shoup, 
18, turned himself In to a police oM· 
cer In his. hometown of Ormond 
~~ Fyke, killed FrIday, was one 

AP of abouC 40 Ontario students who 
Shoup: Charged In went to Daytona for spring break. His 
spring break killing classmates returned home Saturday. 

CLEANUP SETBACK: Pressure In one of 14 derailed 
freight cars carrying liquid propane rose sharply Sunday, 
forcing crews In Weyauwega. W'JS., to Bg/lIn bait elrorts to 
drain the IinaI two cars. However, about 200 families were 
allowed to return to their homes along the outer rim of the 
evacuated area. Seventeen· hundred residents In a 2-ml.J.e 
radius around Weyauwega were evacuated March 4 when 
35 cars derailed. Several of the propane tankers burned; the 
rest are being drained to avert an explosion. ' 

CORRECTION: A story Wednesday on Oregon school re­
forms should have said students will continue getting letter 
grades attef reforms are implemented In 2001. 

ALSO ••• 
~ SEAPLANE cRAsH: Ten-year-old Matthew Black· 

burn was the only Slll'\?vor when a seaplane crashed while 
taking olr On a slgbliieelng tour tram Key West. Killed were 
the pilot, Keith Bellows, and Lynn and Pamela Blackburn 
and two of their three children, Jonathan, 6, and Martha. 3. 
The Blackbums lived in Charleston. S.c. 
~ WGHER DRINKING AGE: Nearly two out of three 

voters want louisiana's drinking age to remain at 21, a poll 
shows. On March 8, the state Su~me Court ruled that ~8-
year-olds are considered aduits under the state Constitution, . 
and cannot be stripped of a right allowed Other aduits. 

, By _ DoYItgInII, NO 

Swallow search: From left, Myrna Mendelson, wife of 
the town patriarch, Dolores Meeker, town matriarch, 

, and Gerald Miller, San Juan capistrano administrator 

Early birds gat the tourists in cain. 
Some swallows returned to San Juan Capistrano early 

this year, bringing with them tourists and ptolits for local 
merchants. 

Traditionally, the 22O-year-old California mission wei· 
comes the return of the swallows on March 19, The Feast of 
St Joseph, and will again this year, but church and town 
oMcials decided to add a Saturday "Swallow's Day" -
complete with a mariachi band - for those who couldn't 
make It Tuesday. 

Four hundred thousand people visit yearly. 

Written by Qaudlne KrIss. Contributing: Steve Marshall. 
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Scan the Congress 
" First, require all laws that apply to country on skilled worker visas. Take 

the rest of the country also apply Alexander Owczarz (o-zarz) , a prod­
equally to the Cangress. uct development engineer who 

CoNTRACT WITH AMERICA. stopped counting after registenng his 
September 27, 1994 25th U.S. patent. Mr. Owczarz reck· 

Wise words, and we hope they ap- ons that one recent patent alone gen· 
piy to the Immigration bill being erated 20 jobs at Semitool, the 
pUshed on the House floor by Con- Kalispell, Montana, exporter where, 
g'ressman Lamar Smith (R., 'Texas) he works. Mr. Owczarz is a citizen 

...... "."-'~'-"''''''- . 

. and up for a vote as early as Tuesday now, but he entered this country on a 
night. By all means, set up a little of· tourist visa when he got sick of Com­
trce in the House gym and let Con- munist Poland. Nineteen-nineties re­
gTesspeople be the first to line up for strictionists would expel people like 
their retina scans. Mr. OWczarz when they overstay \. Smelly Verdict 

Indeed, such an amendment was their visa. /, 
pondered by Colorado Democrat Pat Or how about refugees? Mr. Smith The Senate is expected to vote to-
SChroeder, bless her palpitating heart, would cut them. Tocqueville found morrow on a watered down legal re­
though it didn't make the long list of 'Ernesto E. Blanco, a professor at MIT form bill that applies only to product 
amendments and resolutions avail· who fled Havana in 1960 on a viSa pro- liability cases. Even if it passes, the 
able Friday. While the Republican vided through a special accelerated measure faces a likely veto from the 
Contract also called for a smaller gov- program to rescue Cubans from cas· President, so the real question Is whY 
ernment, Representative Smith's . !rD. Mr. Blanco has 13 patents, Includ- Republicans don't inake him veto 
brainstorm would move toward re- Ing a flexible arm that makes endo- something more meaningful. like the 
quiring all citizens to get verification scopic surgery easier. There are more "loser pays" rule standard in the civi­
from a federal database before they famous examples: Smith'Slmpson- lized world or at least more compre-
are allowed to take a new job. style legislation would bar the door to hensive limits on pimltive damages at 
uke the Senate version of the the future equivalents of Intel's Hun· the whim of juries? 
bill, it would also pilot a "vol~ garian refugee, Andrew Grove. For To understand what's at stake, 
untary" national ID system, al· that matter, another big job creator in we'd like to direct attention to the fly-
though both sides. for the mo- Silicon Valley, Borland International, speck north Texas town of Decatur, 
ment, seem to be backing away .was founded by an illegal immi- the site of a recent tort atrocity. A jury 
from the sinister biometric iden· grant, Philippe Kahn. awarded a whoppIng 1204 million to 
lifIers such as retina scans we In recent days we've seen eight local families, which of course 
heard about earlier. growing recognition of these means $60 million to $80 million spUt 

The ID system is an orna· poInts. On the Senate side, among the plaintiffs' three'law firms. 
ment, of course, on the bill re- Spencer'Abraham was able to The cause of action? Smelly water. 
ducing legal Immigration by defeat the far more senior Seems that the water In the nelgh-
nearly half, cutting family re- Alan Simpson, and bOring town of Boyd has a foul odor, 
unions and slashing the intake of spUt the Senate legis- reminiscent of rotten, eggs. The resl-
refugees. It atleast has the virtue lation into two. bills, dents hlame the smell on hYdrogen 
of not hiding behind arguments on. le~ and illegalsuJflde In their water weDs, which 
about illegal immigration; It is, Immi~tion. On the. they claim seeps In from natural gas 
purely a mean-spirited outburst !,!ouse Side Congress~e~ I wells owned by Mitchell Energy &. De-
against legal immigration. The Dick Chrysler ,(R., MlchI- velopment Corp. of Houston. But lay-
horde of amendments and resolu· gan), Sam Brownback (R., Ing aside the disputed Issue of causa-
tions try to separate "good" immi' Kansas): Ho~ard Berm~ tion, the ilmount of the award was 
grants- former H'Mong soldiers, (D., Callforma) and Phil wildly disproportionate to any harm 
for example, from "bad" immi' Crane (R., Illinois) were suffered by the plaintiffs. 
grants-parents of citizens, for ex· able to squeeze an un- Even the plalntlffs"attorney, W.T. 
ample. All of this is to be decided fnendIy . rules committee Womble, acknowledges that the evi-
by a Congress that routinely de- mto letting them offer an dence of physical harm "was not over-
plores micromanagel\lent amendment that woul,d whelming." In fact, claims amounted 
from inside the Beltway; pro-~=~==~=, remove all Mr. Smith s to a few headaches, lethargy and the 
posals to vitiate the family • . c~tbac!'S.o~ legal, f~- like. Yet the jury awarded $412,500 for 
unification principle for immigration Ily·sponsored Immigration. Ste e physical pain and another $3.3 million 
come from the same lips that deplore Chabot, a freshman Republican, and for "mental anguish, 'discomfort, an­
the decline of family values. John Conyers, a Democ~t, are offer- Inoyance and . Inconvenience. " The 

The reality of the Immigration con· mg an amendment to strike the odious other harm suffered by the plaintiffs 
tribution to American society comes ID system. ., . was the cost of buying bottled water. 
clear in a study by Philip Peters of the For freshmen Republicans, this IS The jury awarded economic damages 
Alexis de Tocqueville Institute. As a an issue of heritage. Put bluntly, are of $340,000, which buys a lot of Perrier. 
proxy for intellectual and economic they the children of Ronald Reagan Then the small-town jury decided to 
contribution, Mr. Peters looked at reo and the Hous~ Co~~t, or pa! sock the big-town company with puni­
cent U.S. patents. He found that one Buchanan and his ~atiVlst campaign. tivedamagesofS200million,fourtimes 
patent in four in this country is ere· Betwe~n Sena.tor Sunpson and Re~re- its net earnings last year. Mr. Womble 
ated by Immigrants or Immigrants senta~ve Snuth,. all of the noXIous says the jurors were "aggravated" by 
working with U.S.-born engineers or _ P':OVlSIOns are likely to coI.De back evidence he presented that Mltcheil al. 
investors. This is three times their With the conference committee .re- legedlyhiditspoliutionfromTexasreg­
presence in our population (8.7%), so ~rt. The best hope Is that. the bills ulatol"S. But if the company was gen. 
presumably immigrants are out there ~l fall of ~elr own weight, like uinely cheating on pollution laws, that 
doing more than their share to keep Hillary Clinton s health·care boondog- should be a job for law enforcement. It 
the U.S. competitive with Japan. _gle, and that the ISsue can be taken shouldn't be an excuse for making a 

Nor of course did all the patenters up by another Congress where cooler handful of plaintiffs and their lawyers 
in the Tocqueville study enter the heads prevail. 

richer than the Beverly Hillbillies. 
Mitchell rightly calls the award 

"unwarranted and excessive." The 
company plan~ to appeal, but if it 
does, it'll have to pay interest on the 
award- at the rate of $1.7 million a 
month. And it still faces copycat suits I' 
from other local, residents. 

Defenders of the status quo no 
doubt Will argue that such verilicts are 
rare. That may be trqe, but with Mc­
Donald's coffee and BMW paint jobs­
,not to inention class'action suits for as- i 

bestos, breast Implants and the like­
each tif them sends a ripple through the 
whole civil justice system. They en· 
courage more lawyers to chase wilder 
and wilder clalms, and ratchet up pres· 
sure on Companies 'to settle baseless 
suits before tIIey end up playing Russ­
Ian Roulette In court. The answer is 
clearly to rein In runaway juries. 
Texas d1djust that last year. Its tortre­
form package would have llmited tile 
Mitchell verdict to "just" $5.5 million, 
but the case was rued before the law 
took effect. 
- Now the battle over tort reform has 
sliifted to the national level. The bill 
that will be voted on in the Senate is 
quite modest: It Includes a cap on puni­
tive damages of 1250,000 or two times 
actual damages, whichever Is greater, 
but a judge can overrule those limits if 
the defendant's conduct Is particularly 
egregious. The limits apply only in 
product lIabillty cases and not to, say, 
claims alleging seepage from gas 
wells. Conferees even passed up an op' 
portunity to extend protection to char· 
ities. So while the proposal may be the 
best the Senate is likely to do when 
most Democrats and some Republi· 
cans are deeply dependent on trial 
lawyers, as campaign contributors, it 
isn't enougli to end the tide of torts. 

If Congress passes the meaSure, 
however, it Will have a wonderfully 
clarifying political effect. To wit, it 
Will force Mr. Clinton to choose be· 
tween his pals In the plaintiff's bar 
and the victims of lawsuit abuse, like 
Mitchell Energy. When he vetoed the 
securities "strike suit" bill, the Presi· 
dent sided with the tort tycoons. Our 
bet is he'll do the same thing this time. 
If Bob Dole is looking for campaign is­
sues, this one is made !O order. 



By WU.I.IAM McGOWAN 
Serving a white-bread town i~ the na­

tion's whitest state. Vermont's Burlington 
Free Press seems an unlikely place to look 
for what the diversity wars are doing in­
side America's newsrooms. At issue is 
whether the Free Press-one of 93 owned 
by Gannett-acted properly In firing Paul 
Teetor. a reporter who had been targeted 
by Burlington's small but vocal mlnorily 
community over his reporting on a contro­
versial community lorum on racism In 
March 1993. 

During the lorum, a white woman try­
Ing to delend Vermonters against angry 
accusations 01 white racism was cut all at 
the microphone by the moderator, a black 
mayoral aide named Rodney Patterson_ 
Mr. Patterson directed that the woman be 
escorted outside, explaining that the meet­
ing was "speclllcally designed lor people 
of color" to describe their "ethnic experi­
ences" 01 living In Vermont. 

Mr. Teetor, three times named the Ver­
mont Press Association's Reporter 01 the 
Year, agreed with the woman's character­
Ization 01 the Incident as reverse racism. 
When his account appeared the next day, 
minority activists charged that the story 
was "ugly" and "distorted" and that It "In­
named racial tensions." Leading the at­
tack was Mr_ Patterson, who threatened to 
liIe a lawsult and to march on the paper 
unless Mr. Teetor was fired and an apol­
ogy published. 
A 9O-Second Meeting 

Free Press editor Ronald Thornburgh 
terminated Mr. Teetor that night In a 90-
second meeting without giving him a 
chance to defend hlmsell, reviewing a 
videotape that sup­
ported the reporter's 
account or talking to 
any officials In at­
tendance (who also 
conllrm what Mr. 
Teetor reported), 
The blackbaUed re­
porter has tried to 
make ends· meet 
since then with a 
string of menial 
Jobs_ 

Stili Mr. thorn­
burgh InsiSts he did 

Paul Teetar 

not cave In to community pressure. But 
Mr. Patterson later told a Boston Globe 
reporter: "He (Mr. Teetor) messed with 
the wrong person. And I think the Free 
Press was aware that we could rally 
enough support to cause people to ques­
tion what they were doing." 

At Mr. Teetor's wrongful dismissal and 
delamatlon trial, which opened two weeks 
ago, attorneys lor the Free Press and Gan-

Reporting by the Numbers 
nett argued that Mr. Tector's inaccul'ate 
and unbalanced account of the race forum 
"was Ihe last straw" . .. after a long history 
01 problems." CIting a record 01 poor per· 
formance, unprofessional conduct and 8 
reputation for recklessness, Free Press at­
lorney Robert Rachlin told the Boston 
Globe last year that Mr. Teetor was "a 
problem employee lrom day one" who 
would have been fired much sooner If Gan­
nett had not been so "kindhearted." 
. Mr. Teetor argues that the lacts and 
the tone 01 his story were accurate, and 
that an incident 01 reverse racism at a 

Thornburgh was under pressure from 
Gannett-which ties executive compensa­
tion and career security to the contest re­
sults-to Improve them. This made the ed­
Itor highly susceptible 10 Mr. Patterson's 
threats, attorneys lor Mr. Teetor argue; If 
an alienated black community stopped tak­
Ing calls Irom the paper:s reporters, maln­
streaming would !Jecome impossible. 

To establish just how skittish Free 
Press editors were on the raciallront, Mr. 
Teetor's lawyers point to a July 1993 letter 
lrom Mr. Thornburgh to Gannett In which 
he desperately trumpeted the steps the 

Free Press editor Thornburgh had instructed him in 
a memo that at least one column in every four should be 
about a minority or address a diversity issue_ 

community forum on race was Indeed 
newsworthy_ He admits his record has 
some blemishes, but he Insists It Is being 
distorted to obscure the lact that he was 
"sacrtflced on tl)e altar of political cor­
rectness" In what his attorney Ritchie 
Berger told the jury was an act 01 "pan­
dering to the minority community.' 
These minority crlllcs could have made 
trouble lor Free Press editors back at 
Gannett corporate headquarters_ There, 
Mr. Teetor's attorneys argue, sensitivity 
to minorilies has. been declared Hoty 
Writ, and they appear to have the goods 
to prove It. 

Delving Into the bowels of Gannett's 
corporate diversity effort, Mr. Teetor's at­
torneys lound Internal documents that 
shed light on the quota-based system that 
the company relies on to measure the 
racial correctness ollis editorial products. 
this Is a system, they argue, that encour­
ages hyper-sens.ltlvlty and double stan­
dards, and Is Inappropriate In a setting 
like Burlington, where mlnorlttes repre­
sent less than 3% of the population. 

The documents center on Gannett's 
"All American Contest,· an annual nu­
merical review that judges editors on bow 
successlul they have been at achieving 
racial balance on their news staffs and 
their news pages. An Important part of this 
diversity effort Is what Gannett caIJs 
"malnstreamlng," a controversial, UI-de­
fined policy of covering the news by racial 
numbers that encourages reporters to 
maintain and consult minority source 
lists, and to Integrate positive Images 01 
minorities In news coverage and photos. 

Court papers show that at the time of 
the Teetor dismissal, the Free Press had 
some 01 the lowest All American scores In 
the newspaper division and that Mr_ 

riewspaper had taken to slrengthen Its 
commitment to diversity. These Included 
the hiring 01 a Japanese-American writer 
and an African-American couple, one 01 
whom would be groomed for manage­
ment, In keeping with a promise to seek 
minority candidates. lor every editorial 
opening. Mr. Thornburgh also under­
scored the recruitment 01 a new managing 
editor who had lormerly spearheaded a 
successlul diversity drive at the Gannett­
owned Detroit News. IiI addition, the let­
ter crowed about sending a photographer 
to three minOrity business lorums, with 
the asSignment of photographing every 
minority face there, and having senior ed­
Itors meet with the paper's minority com­
mittee to review coverage, particularly 
coverage of crime. And It Included a proud 
deScription 01 Mr_ Thornburgh's plans to 
make malnstreamlng a part 01 all news­
room prolesslonals' annual reviews, not 
Just top editors'. 

In a deposition to Mr. Teetor's lawyers, 
Mr_ Thornburgh conceded that ~e had de­
creed that one out 01 six faces In a photo 
series called Vermont Voices should be a 
Person of color. Another deposition from 
the paper's star columnist disclosed that 
Mr. Thornburgh had Instructed him In a 
memo that at least one column In every 
four should be about a minority or address 
a diversity Issue. Court papers also show 
\/tat Mr. Thornburgh was especially cau­
tlous about photographs; a shot the paper 
ran of a black man raking reluse was 
later Criticized by Mr. Thornburgh be­
cause It could be seeq as relnlorcing 
stereotypes 01 blacks as !!ultable lor man­
ual labor only. 

Mr_ Teetor also cites two incidents as 
background lor understanding the paper's 
racial anxieties. One involved the fits of 

protest triggered In the black community 
when the Free Press fan a picture of a 
scowling, manacled black suspect as he 
was arraigned In a sensational 1992 mur­
der case. (Photos 01 the delendant did not 
run a year later during the actual trial, 
which would not have been the case had 
the delendant been white, Mr. Thornburgh 
conceded In his deposltlon_) And since 
racial trouble In the Gannett empire had 
become national news two weeks belore 
Mr. Teetor's dismissal with the revelation 
that USA Today had run a front page photo 
of armed black gang members later lound 
to be staged, the Free Press was even more 
anxious than usual. 

·The climate 01 racial solicitude at the 
Free Press was also underscored by the 
fact that prior to the lorum the paper's ed­
Itors never challenged Its ground rules­
that It was exclusively deSigned for people 
01 color to speak and that those who did not 
wish to make statements In public could 
hold lorth lrom a medla'free zone. These 
were Inlrlngements on First Amendment 
liberties and would have been considered 
newsworthy In a nonnal newsroom, Mr. 
Teetor argues. 
A So-Called Clarification 

The Case has been a prolound embar­
rassment to the editors of the Free Press 
and the corporate olllcers 01 Gannett, none 
01 whom would comment lor this story. A 
so-called clarification that ran the day al­
ter Mr. Teeto. was fired and was clearly 
published to appease angry minorities was 
Itseilinaccurate on several critical points, 
leading a collllllDist lor an alternative 
weekly to .dub the paper "the gang that 
couldn't retract straight." In the early 
stages 01· the court proceedings, the pa­
per's attorney asked that Informallon re­
lating to personnel records and financial 
Informallon be Impounded under a gag or-
. der, a move that was denied by the judge, 
who wryly observed that the Free Press 
was asking him "to prevent newspaper 
coverage_ " And the psychiatrist Free 
Press at!Prneys hired to evaluate Mr. Tee­
tor declared he had an antlauthorlty com- . 
plex -an odd thing to hold against a re-
porter. ", 

Odd, but not totally. ~rlslng In the 
bland new world of corpoi"aIl\.Journallsm_ 
"I stood up lor one woman Who was de­
nied her First Amendment rightS· an~ re­
moved lrom a public meeting room be­
cause 01 her skin color," Mr. Teetor In: 
slsts. "And now I think I am standing up 
lor the rights 01 journaliSts. It Is too bad 
Gannett wants generic stories that don't 
oflend anybody." 

---
Mr. McGowan is writing a book alJout 

identity politics and the press_ 

.1 
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Planned Veto 
Of Liability Bill 
Is Business's Loss 
Consumer, Lawyer Groups 

Are Winners in Debate; 
Election Plays a Role 

By RICHARD B. ScHMrrr 
Staff ReporteT of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 

WASHINGTON - President Clinton's __ _ __ ._. '"_~ ___ ' 
decision to oppose legislation thiLt would 
limit manufacturers' liability in lawsuits 
over defective products, is a bitter defeat 
for business. 

Over the weekend, the president said 
he would veto the producHiablity legisla­
tion, as Congress is scheduled to vote on 
the landmark measure this week. The veto 
pledge probably ensures the legislation's 
demise .. While the House is enthusiastic 
about the legislation, the Senate is consid- . 
ered shy of the two-thirds majority needed 
·to override a veto, and may even lack the 60 
votes needed to end debate. 
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In a statement, 'Mr. Clinton condemned ~-- '-========--"'"'1F==...;.:.;====;;;;:;:;:;::;::;;:===-
the legislation as one-sided and heavy- t' a:mti ued FromDnn At "';.':" C" ;-:-;'"~i"')>-:":;,, 
handed, saying "it interferes unduly with ' , n , ""~ " pakis; the president 'oHbe.60;Oooimeiri~r' 
state prerogatives and unfairly tilts the .early 1960S,. but the Republican mlijority Association of Trial Lawyetsi)J~erlca.· 
legal playing field to the disadvantage of :pve new life and hope to Its corporate "In recent days, opponentS;,iuliI pUb­
consumers." Among other concerns, he ::fi11.ckers, w~o have argued that lawsuits lished new studies purporting tci'\show: 
cited the bilI's "artificial ceiling" on puni- and unpredictable Jun: awards are sap, how the legislation would give hidden: 
tive damages that may be awariled to deter ping American innovation and new-prod- new protections to the likes of gun dealers 
or punish wrongdoing. ,u~t development. and breast-Implant manufacturers, asser-

, WhIle the White House last year raised . h' 
Key Elements Attacked .concerns with earlier versions of the legis- ' tions w Ich proponents deny. 

Proponents said they planned to press :fa,tion, supporters, including several prom- They also had been pressing the White 
ahead anyway and put the bilI to a vote. 'ment Democrats; felt they had cobbled ~ouse f~r a statement as a kind of pre-emp-
While it's conceivable that they could try to :together a version that might win the tive strike to help persuade wavering Sen-
modify the legislation to satisfy the presi- -:president over. The compromise legis- ate Democrats to vote against the bill, 
dent, supporters weren't hopeful because lation draws mostly from a relatively nar- which is likely to be considered tomorrow 
Mr. Clinton attacked most of the bill's key row bill approved by the Senate last May, or Wednesday. Last week, the trial-lawyer 
elements. The only provision the president and rejects a House-backed overhaul of group published a white paper attempting 
said he would support was one glting damage suits that would have applied to to show how the conference report was 
protection to suppliers of raw materials all civil actions. more extreme than the version sena-
used in m~dical, devic~~. . Coup for Consumer Groups tors narrowly approved last spring. ' 

Mr. Chnton s de~lslon IS. y~t another A co-sponsor of the legislation, Sen_ Jay Uttle Room to Negotiate 
rebuff to ~he Republican maJonty .In Con- RockefeIJer (0., w..Va.> ,said In a state- Sen. Rockefeller and other proponents 
gress, ~hl~~ had made product l~gJs,I,at1~n ment that the president had taken "a lJI'gedCongr.ess to pass ,the legislation and 
part of Its. Contract With A!DeTJca. It IS shortsighted political view of ,a serious ,send it.to the presid.entnonetheless. 
also a sWipe at Senate M~Jonl¥ Leade.r bipartisan effort that would restore oom-
ROb~rt D?l~, the GOP presidential noml- mon sense to the American legal sys_. But the WhIte Hoose statement seemed 
nee-m-wal~mg, who has ~een a prime tern. ". . to leave little room for negotiation. The 
mover behind the federal bill. But the decision 15 a coup for consumer veto "doesn't even have an avenue to 

Yet, the decision - the second time,in groups and personal-Injury lawyerS, who discussion," said Victor Schwartz, a law-
. three months that Mr. Clinton has balked mounted an all-out attack on the leglsla- yer for the Product liability Coordinating 
at legislation aimed at curbing lawsuits- ,tion over the last two weeks as House-Sen- Committee, an industry group tIIat has 
is also apt to advance criticism that the ate conferees neared agreement on the been pushing forieglslation for years. Mr. 
president is overly influenced by plaintiffs ~mpromise legislation.· Schwartz said "iUs goiDgto be much more 
lawyers, who have been major campaign "President Clinton has stood with in- difficult" to win the necessary support In 
contribUtors. In Decemb\!r, he vetoed leg- jured consumers and rebuffed both the CoQgress, adding, "some Democrats could 
islation that would limit securities-fraud corporate lobbies and their congressional simply go with their president in an elec- ' 

tion year." suits. But Congress overrode his veto and allies, including Sen. OQle, who want to 
the bill became. law. federally lie the hands ofState jurors and Clearly, election-year strateg;es were 
Dole Attacks Decision judges iri favor of wrongdoers who harm ~nsider~d by the \Yhite House. By oppos- ' 

". . . . innocent people," said Ralph Nader, the 109 the blIJ, Mr: Clmton can portray him-
Campalgnmg I~ MIlwa~ee on ~atur- ; consumer advocate. "This is unusually self as prote~ting average citizens from 

day, Sen. Dole qUickly seized the Issue, good news" greedy corporations and allow him to 
~sserting that Mr. Clinton had. de~i.ded ~o "I think the American consumer has. attack Sen. Dole as a friend of blgb'usi- . 

veto a very ~arrow product hablh~y. bill every right to be hopeful that the presi- ness. But the poSition leaves Mr. Clinton 
because ~e t~Jallawy~rs ~ured mllhons dent's appropriate and strong stand' on open to attack as being in the pocket of tria1 

of dollars 10 hiS ca~palgn. ,their behalf will make senators and con- lawyers. . . ... 
~he products bill has ~een pr~ssed by jressmen reconsider their respective posi- -Michael'K. FriSby 

bus mess groups 10 Washmglon smce the lions on this issue," added Pamela Lia- contributed to this article. 
Please. Turn to Page A6, Column 1 .:,' ~ ________ _ 

--



r", ._ ............................... . 

Federal Prosecutors 
See Victory in Ruling 
On Tucker Indictment 

THE WALL sTREET JOURNAL 

MONDAY, MARCH 18,19961 

BI/ Q WALL STREET JOURNAL Staff RepOTteT 

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. -An appeals court 
decision reinstating an indictment of Ar­
kansas Gov. Jim Guy Tucker is a victory 
for federal special prosecutors. . 

The three·judge appeals panel, m St. 
Louis reversed a lower-court ruling that 
threw' out the charges, saying the federal 
judiciary lacks authority to review inde­
pendent-counsel indictments. The appeals 
panel also removed the judge who ~ew 
the case out, citing an apparent conflict of "R=-u~l"-;-'n-g--:Quas' hes 
interest. " 

Mr. Tucker's attorneys said they would 
ask the full court of appeals to review the N da C t ' 'S· 
decision, and if necessary press their case eva oun y 
with the Supreme Court. 

At issue was a January ruling by I CL';m on U S Lan'd 
Judge Henry Woods in Little Rock that (,(1,,, • • 
independent counsel Kenneth Starr went I 

beyond his jurisdiction in having Mr. I 

Tucker indicted for an alleged fraud 
scheme unrelated to the Whitewater real : 
estate venture and a savings itnd loan 
failure that Mr. Starr was appointed to 
investigate. 

The appeals court also directed that 
Judge Woods be removed from the case "to 
preserve the appearance of impartiality." 
Judge Woods has longstanding ties ~ 
the Clintons, and Mr. Starr had sought hiS 
disqualification. The appeals court sa~d 
there's no evidence that Judge Woods IS 
biased. However, "Given the high profile 
of the Independent Counsel's work and of 
this case in particular, and the report!ld 
connections among Judge Woods, the .Clm-, .. 
tons, and Tucker, assignment to a differ­
ent judge ... is required to insure the per· 
ception of impartiality." 

The indictment involves a lucrative 
cable television investment by Mr. Tucker. 
He is charged with lying about how he 
intended to spend the proceeds of a fed~r­
ally backed loan and with hiding profits 
from the cable deal to avoid taxes. The 
investment has no relation to Madison 
Guaranty Savings & Loan, at the center of 
the Whitewater affair. However, Mr. 
Tucker received the loan' from former 
judge David Hale, a key figure in the 
Whitewater inquiry. 

""""'==""" 

By CHARLEs McCoY 
~f Reporter of THE W..u. STREET JOURNAl. 

A federal judge'S ruling quashing a 
Nevada county's attempt to gain control 
over federal land shilts the main focus of 
the bitter fight over federal authority to 
regulate land back to Congress. 

In a closely watched case brought by­
the Justice Department against Nye 
County, U.S. District Judge Lloyd George 
of Las Vegas ruled Thursday that the 
federal government does own the !and 
that covers nearly half of the Amencan 
West. The judge ruled Illegal the nu­
merous ordinances adopted by the county 
claiming that the federal government 
didn't rightfully own the land and repudi­
ating federal land managers' .right to ~gu­
late activities such as grazmg, loggmg, 
mining and wildlife protection. 

The ruling deals a heavy blow to the 
legal underpinniilg of what's come to 
be called the county supremacy move­
ment, or Sagebrush Rebellion n. Dozens of 
counties have adopted ~imilar ordinances. 
They have used as legal justification theo­
ries that many mainstream legal scholars 
call fanciful, including new interpretations 
of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo that 
ended the U.S.-Mexican war and statehood 
compacts. 

Nonetheless, since t~e' movement 

picked up steam In the early 1990s, propo­
nents have used the ordinances 'to justify 
not paying grazing fees, refusing to la:ke 
measures to protect endangered species 
and other actions. Many threats of vio­
lence agalnst federal employees have been 
made by county movement proponents, 
Last year, bombs went off at the office and 
home of one veteran forest service ranger 
in Nye County. ' , 

No one was Injured, but the Justice 
Department, concerned by such attacks 
and the spreading rebellion against fed­
eral land management policies" sued Nye 
County last year, hoping to quash the legal 
prong of the movement. Judge George's 
ruling does that, although proponents 
could appeal. U.S. Attorney General Jan~t 
Reno said the ruling affirms that public 
lands "are owned by all Americans, to be 
managed by the United States - that's the 
rule of law ... Nye and other counties are 
no exception to this rule. " ; 

But the disaffection, particularly in the I 
West, over federal-land policies is un- : 
fazed and. several county movement lead- ! 
ers ~aid over the, weekend they will ' 
now redouble their efforts to get Congress : 
to enact laws limiting regulators' power : 
and even returning federal land to the : 
states. , ' 

However,. Republican leaders have 
been toning down their rhetoric on envi­
ronmental Issues, out of concern that the 
public perceives their position on environ­
mental matters as too extreme. Mean­
while, President Clinton and his advisers 
are USing the Republicans' environmental 
posi tions as campaign fodder, and the 
president has vowed to veto many of 
the Republicans' environmental initia­
tives. 
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• . Don't Water Down Ontario Hydro Privatization 
A popular' backlash Is rising agairist 

the Western Hemisphere's lengthening 
string of market reforms and privatiza~ 
lions done the wrong way and ~or the 
. wrong reasons. Now Ontario may have an 
historic chance to revive the open-market 
agenda, as It embarks on one of the 
world's largest privallzallons ever: the 
breakup and sale of Ontario Hydro, the 
hemisphere's biggest electric utility. 

Last November Ontario's supply-side . 
Tory government astutely appointed Don­
ald S. Macdonald to head an advisory com­
mittee on electricity competition. The 
committee Is due to submit a final report 
on April 30. Mr. Macdonald, a Canadian 

The Americas 
By Robert Blohm 

ex-minister of finance, of energy and of de­
fense, Is an Icon of free trade and of the op­
position Liberal Party. 

Mr. Macdonald has become man of the 
kilowatt hour. This second Macdonald 
Commission will hopefully prove as m!r 
mentous for an open, competitive conti­
nental electricity, market as the first one 
was for continental free trade., By recom- ' 
mending Canada-U.S. free trade, Mr. Mac­
donald's 1985 Royal Commission on 
Canada's economic future set off the 
process culminating In Nafta. Mr. Mac­
donald's current manljllte comes amid a 
burgeoning continent", market revolution 
In electricity that favors competition; con­
sumer choice and therefore lower prices. 
Since the government can't be counted on 
to Improve on his recommendation, the 
commission's report'ls critical. 

By privatizing Ontario's electricity sys­
tem-and opening It sooner than in the 
U.S.-Ontario gets the jump on continen­
tal electricity trade. The province becomes 
a fully eligible commercial exporter and a 

competitive player by lowering rates and 
thus keeping them lower than across the 
border. That will in turn only accelerate 
U.S. deregulation and lower U.S. electric­
Ity rates. Ontario spans the strategic mid­
dle of the Canadian border, from New York 
to Minnesota, and over the Great Lakes. It 
straddles half the U.S. states actively em­
barking on electricity deregulation. 

c;>ntario's economy would lose a unique 
growth opportunity If Mr. Macdonald's 
commission yields to pressure to water 
down the privatlzatlon-cum-restructuring. 
It's coming mainly from Hydro labor and 
management who would privatize or 
break up only parts of the company and ' 
keep out needed foreign control capital. 
It's also coming from most of the multi­
tude of munlcipallty-owned distribution 
companies whose debt-free assets need to 
be reapproprlated,consolldated and sold 
to payoff the rest of Hydro's debt. Other 
special Interests Include some private pf!r 
ducers wanting to protect or procure a 
franchise, and politicians and investment 
bankers out to Innate the sale price, forc­
Ing the consumer to pay higher rates. 
We've seen' this before in the bad deals 
now littering the hemisphere. 

Not that OntariQ has much choice but to 
seize the opportunity to do It right. With 
one of the most electricity-Intensive 
economies of any high-population state or 
province, Ontario has seen electricity 
rates In real terms rise faster In the past 
decade than In most of the industrialized 
wotld's jurisdictions, while rates In. the 
U.S. have dropped more than In most of 
them. The northerly jurisdiction, whose 
industrial might grew with the aid ot'artl­
flcially low electricity 'prices, has dlspf!r' 
portlonately more to lose, or gain, from 
how it sets up an electricity market. 

Nor is doing the right thing as daunting 
for Mr. Macdonald as it might seem. In­
deed, Ontario's state ownership of elec­
tricity has suddenly gone from a scourge 
to a blessing. Faced with power-industry 

restructuring, Ontario is merCifully not 
constrained like U.S. jurisdictions. They 
are all stuck with a pre-existing private oli­
gopoly with strandable shareholders clam­
oring to be kept whole, and/or with some 
persistent government ownership of elec­
tric utilities. Ontario can create an opti­
mally competitive private electricity in­
dustry Instantly and go. directly to elec­
tricity heaven as the U.S: stews In purga' 
tory by "phasing In" deregulation. . . 

The chatienge unique to Ontario will be 
securing public acceptance of Significant 
foreign O.e_, U.S.) 
corporate owner­
ship, particularly of 
Hydro's nuclear fa­
cilities, which are 
60% of the' com­
pany's capacity. But 
Mr. Free Trade ts up 
to that task since 

. free, cross-border 
capital movement 
goes hand-In-hand 
with· ~y uncon­
stralned\ trade, and Donald S. Macdonald 
serves only to make Ontario more pros-, 
perous. Qntario easily attracts foreign eq­
uity capital needed to replace Canada's 
onerous foreign debt. The province should 
be a comfortably close proving ground for 
any U.S. electricity company eager to get 
Its competitive feet wet. 

, The most groundbreaklng Issue Mr. 
Macdonald faces Is whether to have a 
compulsory, single public exchange for 
trading electriCity or a completely free 
~Ix of public a"d private markets. Were 
there too few companies under a free mix 
of markets, they initially could !lIke ad­
vantage of myriad less savvy customers. 
But if Mr. Macdonald starts with enough 
competing companies, he can comfortably 
leave the trading ISSUe for the starting 
players to decide among themselves, like 
any industry's common standards. . 

Mr. Macdonald need not worry about 

implementation should his recommeiJda-
. tlon be bold. Ontario Is unlike California or 

New York, both, at the deregulatory fron­
tier, but whose Public Utilities/Service 
Commissions' modest recommendations 
face split or opposition legislatures. The 
parliamentary system blesses Ontario's 
premier with a clear legislative majority. 
Lower electricity rates dovetail nicely with 
the government's budgeted 300/ .. tax rate 
cut to propel Ontario's economy. Eliminat­
Ing Hydro's debt leaves a nice safety mar­
gin for the tax rate cut and no increase 
ever In the government's budgeted direct 
and guaranteed debt. 

Mr. Macdonald may even wind up 
saving Canada in Its winter of Quebec 
separatist discontent and prove to be 'the 
best Macdonald since Sir John A.;-

. Canada:s first prime minister and father 
of confederation. Private, competitive 
Ontario electricity would take capital 
and electricity market opportunities 
away from Hydf!rQuebec4 the key policy 

. tool In Quebec's economic nationalism. 
HydflrQuebec needs to ,be broken up and 
privatized .to' give the government des­
perately needed cash and to enalile Que­
bec's stili relatively cheap electricity 
commercial access to an open, free On­
tarto, New York or New England market. 
Quebec's Is among the most electrlclty­
Intensive economies In the Industrialized 

·world; Its electricity prices have risen al­
most as' fast as Ontarto's and are about 
to rise again. With Its own big foreign 
debt, Quebec needs much more outside 
participation than Ontario In,its electric-
ItY Industry. / ' ,', 

By properly privatizing Ontario's elec­
tricity system, Mr. Macdonald may well 
salvage the .hemlspherlc market reform 
process that his first commission helped to 
launch a decade ago. 

----
Mr. Blohm is an American-Canadian in­

. vestment banker and a Columbia University 
doctoral candidate in economics. ~ 
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Clinton's Payoffs to the Trial Lawyers 
By THEoDORE B. OLSON 

Four years ago, the leaders of Amer· 
ica's contingent fee bar made an invest· 
ment in their future. They raised eye-pop- . 
ping sums of money for Bill Clinton's first 
presidential campaign, promising pro­
spective contributors that "Bill Clinton is 
against tort reform of any kind." As a long· 
standing associate of Mr. Clinton's ex· 
plained in written solicitation materiais, "I 
can never remember an occasion when 
[Bill Clinton] failed to do the right thing 
where we trial lawyers were concerned." 
As a result of these blunt appeals, lawyers 
were the largest contributors to the 1992 
Clinton campaign. That November, voters 
put the trial lawyers' candidate in the 
White House. 

Now the lawyers' investment is about to 
payoff. This week a House-Senate confer­
ence committee finished work on a com­
promise legal reform bill that will apply to . 
product liability only. Early next week, the 
Senate is expected to pass the measure; 
the House is certain to follow suit. Then 
the bill will wind up on Mr. Clinton's desk, 
where everyone expects him to veto It. If 
he does, it'll be only the latest payoff from 
the president to America's most potent p0-
litical force. 

Forbes magazine noted two years ago 
that trial lawyers had become America's 
"third political party," contributing more 
money to political elections than any other 
segment of American SOCiety. One study, 
released in 1995, showed that plaintiffs' 
trial lawyers gave more to congressional 
candidates between 1989 and 1994 than the 
five largest labor unions combined. The 
Washington Post reported that one Texas 
asbestos lawyer alone made nearly 
$600,000 in political contributions in one 
four-year period. Newly elected Sen. Ron 
Wyden (D., Ore.) reported contributions· 
from a Who's Who of asbestos and breast 
implant lawyers-a contribution list stud­
ded with familiar names like Boggs, 
O'Quinn, Hyatt and Beasley- from f~ 
flung places like the District of Columbia, 
Texas, Ohio and Alabama. . 

The plaintiffs' bar is particularly effec­
tive because, with all its money, it focuses 
on a single issue: opposition to any effort 
to eliminate the abuses and' excesses in 
America's civil justice systems that have 
made plaintiffs' lawyers among .the na­
tion's wealthiest entrepreneurs. Class ac­
tion suits, punitive damages and wildly 
imaginati~e product liability claims "have 
become the late 20th century's bonanza, 
·and the trial lawyers know how to preserve 
th~ir golden goose. In exchange for their 
massive contributions, they have basically 
only one favor to ask. And their requests 
are rarely ignored. 

Their pelitical power ts needed now be­
cause citizens everywhere have become 
disgusted with freakish windfalls in 
bizarre' cases involving slippery coffee 
cups, mispainted luxury cars and killer 
marshmallows. Surveys show that 80% to 
90% of Americans want civil justice re= 
forms, including caps 6n punitive damages 

and limits on abusive suits. But the trial 
lawyers can ignore polls and public opin­
ion as long as they involve themselves ag­
gressively in legislative and presidential 

. races. The past year or so has proved how 
wisely they have invested. 

The first big payoff during the Clinton 
administration occurred in May. 1995, 
when the Senate took up a broad-based, bi­
partisan civil justice refomblIl that had 
passed the House by more than 100 votes. 
President Clinton, the trial lawyers' pal in 
the White House, incited a Senate fili­
buster with the kind of hysterical rhetoric 
normally reserved for times of war: He 

, sald the bill would protect "drunk drivers, . 
murderers ,rapists and abusers of women 
and children, despoilers of our environ­
ment ... and perpetrators of terrorist acts 
and hate crlriJes." The .president's mis­
leading jury speech worked: Senate allies -
of the trial bar responded by rejecting the 
House bill and enacting a narrow measure 
that leaves' most Americans vulnerable to . 
perniCiOUS lawsuits, devastating verdicts 
and extortionate claims. -
, Late last year, trial lawyers cashed in 
their second dividend. Congress passed a 
securities reform bill opposed by ~any. 

. no one except a small collection of lawyers 
who proudly proclaim (as one did in the 
Wall Street Journalj that suing stockbro­
kers Is "a growth industry." The 'bill was 
supported by a broad majority in both 
houses of Congress, including Dem6Cratic 
National . Committee Cbairman' Cbris 
Dodd. Mr. Clinton had led Democratic 
leaders in Congress to believe that he 
would sign the bill. Until, that is, a late vis­
itation by an aggregation of lawyers who 
were among his largest campaign contrib­
utors, including securities class action 
king William Lerach. The intervention 
produced an 11th-hour presidential veto. 

Mr. Clinton's veto was immediately 
overridden by both houses of Congress and 
the securities reform bill is now law. It is 
a telling demonstration of the power of the 
trial bar, however, that its members were 
able to persuade Mr. Clinton to yetoa bill 
supported by his hand-picked leader of his 
own party-and thus to expose himself to 
the only veto override in the first two years 
of his presidency. 

The third payoff is just around the cor­
ner. The differences between the narrow 
clvil justice reform bill passed last spring 
by the Senate and the broad reform for all 
Americans approved in the House have 
been reconciled in conference. A limited 
product liability bill has emerged that Is 
opposed only by the trial bar and their 
trade group, the Americiui Bar Associa­
tion. 

In other words, the only obstacle to the 
reform the public wants is a collection of 
lawyers with an immense vested interest 
in the capridous and expensive status quo. 
But the lawyers have the only ally they 
need, and they are fast at work making 
sure that their interests remain para­
mount in the preSident's mind. On Jan. 31, 
the Washington Post published a chart 

showing that the largest contributors to 
the .president'~-re-election campaign were 
lawyers and law firms, which had con­
tributed a staggering $2.5 miIlion. In :tact, 
lawyers had contributed more mon~y to 
Bill Clinton than to Messrs. Dole, Grammr 
Lugar, Alexander and Buchanan com­
bined. And the. lawyers' contributions 
were greater than aggregate contriblltio.ns 
to the president from retired people; the 
real estate 'industry, health profeSSionals, 
civil servants and 1he media and enter­
tainment industries. 

President Clinton has been criticized 
for ncillation and for forgetting his com­
mitments. But one group has nothirig to 
complain about on this score. For ·trial 
lawyers, Bill Clinton has been every bit the 
president they were' promised. ·He'll 
demonstrate that again when he vetoes le­
gal reform. 

Mr. Olson is a Washington lawyer who 
represents companies advocating /mJad civil 
justice reform. . 
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TORT REFORM PLAN 
Senate's Version Would Limit I 

Suits to Faulty 'Products ' 

• , By NEI~ A. LEWIS' f\ \' 

Continued from Page BI 

from dangerous products, a category 
that would cover such dIverse items 
as toasters that explode, respIrators 
that malfunction or cars that have 
dangerous desIgn flaws. It would for 
the first time set a nationwIde stand­
ard for such suIts In both state and ' 
Federai courts . 
, Anyone who successfully sued un­
der the law could be compensated for 
theIr actual" damages, whIch Is typl-

WASHINGTON, March 6 -After cally medIcal expenses, lost wages 
months of resIstance, House Repub- and any damaged property. But pu-

, IIcans have dropped theIr plans for a nltlve d!lmages, whIch are award~ , 
sweepIng overhaul of the nation's by jurIes In cases of egregIous mls­
cIvil litigation system In favor of a conduct, would be limited In most 

, nJ!rro~l!!~rrort by Senate Republl- cases to $250,000 or two or three 
cans that would only limIt lawsuIts times act\lal damages, whIchever Is 
Involving faulty products. greater. Small businesses, those with 

Senior members of, Congress 'and fewer than 25 employees, would have 
staff officials said this week that the' cap set at $250,000. 
negotiators from the House and Sen- The ,House had voted In March to 
ate had broken a deadlock that extend similar limits to a much wld­
threatened to kill the Republicans' er' range of 'lawsuits. That version 
promise to force slgnlflcimt reduc- covered not only dangerous products 
tlons In th¢ number of civil lawsuits. but also all civil suits, IImltlng'punl­
As a result, a compromise bill close-I tlve damages against doctors, com­
ly resembling the version approved i panles that pollute and common 
by the Senate last year may reach: criminals like rapists who are often 
the floor for a 'tlnal vote within the I sued by their victims. 
next few weeks, several lawmakers, The lengtHy standoff provided, 'a 
said. ' ' vivid demonstration of the dIfferent 
, "We're very close to an agree- cultures In the two legislative cham-
ment,'! said Representative Henry J. bers, even,though both are now con­
Hyde, an Illinois Republican and the trolled by the Republlcan~. , 
Judiciary Committee's chairman. The Senate, more ,moderate, 

While there are stili some second- balked at a sweeping approach to 
ary details to be worked out; the new, discouraging clvlllawBults. That was , 
bill Is expected to win easy approval not so In the highly energized }fouse, 
In the House before going to the many of whose freshman RepulJllcan 
Senate, where It enjoys the support I members were elected after having 
of a ,traglle coalition of Republicans I 
and a handful of Democrats. It Is 
unclear what President Clln, ton may I 
do. Adinlnlstratlon officials have 
said Mr. Clinton Is amenable to a bill ; 
covering damages from faulty prod-
ucts, although he has criticized some 
features that are certaIn to be In-
cluded In the leglshitlon. 

The bill, as It Is now likely to be 
drafted, would limit punitive dam-' 
ages In lawsuits Involving damages 

, Continued on Page BI6, Coluinn I 

signed the Contract With America, a 
1994 campaign manifesto that explic­
Itly promised swift and large-scale 
changes In how people may use the 
courts. The House bill was approved, 
so overwhelmingly that Itsoppo­
nents, principally' organizations of 
trial lawyersimd consumer groups, 
were stunned. 'But when Bob Dole, 
the Senate majority leilder, tried to 
duplicate that feat In his chamber, he 
was soundly defeated. 

In the end, each chamber passed a 
competing version of the measure 

Punitive damages on 
faulty-products: 
$250, OOOin most 
cases.' 

and sent warnings to the other that 
change would not be tolerated. _' 

Staff aides sald a principal reason 
behind Speaker Newt Gingrich's new 
w1llingness to be flexible was Irrita­
tion and chagrin over complaints and 
commentary that the Contract With 
America had becOme Irrelevant. 
House Republicans had boasted that 
they had enacted all ot'the campaign 
promises In the contract, but assert­
ell that there was little to show for 
their efforts because the Senate did 
not agree. , 

"Clearly, there was a need to get 
something from the contract mov-

Ing," said a senior, Republican House 
member who spoke on the condition 
'of anonymity. 

Mr. Gingrich and Representative 
Dick Armey, the House' majority 
leader, were also heavily lobbied by 
manufacturers' groups that had 
feared that Insistence by the House 
leaders on their sweeping version of 
the bill would mean a staiemate In 
which no legislation would be en­
acted before Congress adjourned for 
the election campaign. ' 

Joan Claybrook, the president of 
Public CItizen, a consumer advocacy 
group that has opposed, efforts to: 
limit damages from laWSUits, com­
plained about the secret way In 
which negotiat,lons were conduCted 
between House and Senate Republi­
cans. 

"This was all done behind 'closed 
doors, and It Is a .one-way bill that Is 
written to take away Significant' 
rights of consumers to gO Into court 
and get redress," she said. ' 

The cap on'punltlve damages, she' 
said, Is especially beneficial to large 
companies that can easily withstand 
awards In the range of $250,000. 

But the bill Is expected to Include a 
provision allowing a judge to ~­
crease an award for punitive dam­
ages hi especially outrageous cases. 
'Under the proposal, juries would not 
be told about the cap On punitive 
damages and thus might award a far 
larger amount. In those cases, the 
defendant would only be required 'to 
pay the limited' amount unless' a' 
judge fourid that the ,company acted 
recklessly. 
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Target Was Israeli Governm~nt,· " 
Says Arab Linked to 3 ~ombings . 

The Tei AViv ,bomber has.notyei- ~ 
· been identified, but. an anonYmous' 
call lifter the l)Jast'sald the bom"ber 

· was a member of the IslamicJ1had, 
a small, radipl group dedicated to 
violent action ilgalnst"Isr!lel. . 

• By SERGE SCHMEMANN ~~. . : 
. JERUSALE~, March 6 -. A: The Israeli policp, who haVe1in~ 
youn~ Palestiman man accused of : posed a tight siege on all Palestinian 
recruiting ·three of the latest suicide . villages and towns. welded shut the 
bombers sllld today that he was told· doors of Islamic colleges in Hebron 
the attacks were called to insure the ~. and in Abu 'Dis near Jerusalem be­
defeat of the Israeli Government and .- caUse they are tltought to be cen'ters 
thus undermine the political process ~ of Islamic militance. 

In. an inteivlew .on ·tIie. television. 
news after that with M~. Abu Warda, . 
Mr. Peres defended the 'actionS ·he . 
has ordered agaInst Hamas. He sald 
the fact that Mr ~ Abu Warda was 
recruited' only' four· weeks earlier . 

....-demonstrated the dlfflcultles:of gath. 
· ering intelligence about terroIism; 

"We are not takIng.onIy one m.eas- . 

toward peace. .. I G th Pal .. 1I 
The man. Mohammed Abu warda,;' . n aza e . e~an. po ce 

· ure," he sald, looking calm and firm.: 
"There are many measures being. 
taken at the. same time, We. want to 
dry up thelr"funding, we want i1iter­
national action to stop· the funding, 
we want to l!ee what seminaries they 
come from, to close th~e"schools, to 

20, was shown on the evening televi- ~. rlllded th~ IslamiC Umvemty on 
sion news being interviewed in Ara- ;. Tuesday mght, and later ~OWed re-. 
blc. He was arrested Sunday night ;. porters. weapons-.and hoStIle leaflets 
by the Palestinian police, acting on ~. they sllld they found there. . 
information from Israeli secUrity· Both the Israelis and Palestinians 
services, in a raid on a teacher's reported scores of arrests but offl­
college in Ramallah, on the West cials said .the most wanted Hamas 
Bank, and he was sentenced ori Tues- military leaders remained at large. 

increase security." L' 
At the same time, ·14r. Peres re­

jected the iIotion that the entlrepollt­
lcal process with the Palestinians 
was a mistake. "Making peace some­
times requires going thro!lgh a mine­
field of terrorism," he sald "We 
have to see the alternative - would 
it be intifada? murder? knives?" 

. day ni~t by. a Pales~ian se~rity The hourly reports of harsh ac-
court m Jencho to life impnson- tions and the televised interview with 
menl . Mr. Abu Warda were clearly intend-

Speaking of the military wing of ed to demonstrate that Israel and the 
the IslamiC resistance movement PaleStinian Authority were taking 
Hamas, Mr. Abu Warda said its lead- tough measures to curb Islamic mill­
ers. had. stepped up their military tants. 
actions m part because the Israeli 
elections, originally scheduled for 

As for Mr. Arafat, who has been 
under intense pressure from Israel 

next fall, had been moved forward to 
May. 

"They thought that the military 
operations would work to the benefit 
of the Likud and agaInst the left," he 
said "They wanted to destroy the 
political process; and they thought 
that If the right succeeded, the Politi­
cal process would stop." 
. The four suicide bombings since 
Feb. 25, which Iiave taken 61 lives 
have sharply lowered the popul~ 
standing of the Labor Government of 
Prime MinISter Shimon Peres aDd 
have led many Israelis to quemzon 
the effectiveness of the israeli-Arab 
peace. 

There was no way 'to judge from 
the broadC;U;~ 
~m:"a had been coached or coerced -
m his statements by the Palestinian 
AuthOrity, which has a stake in en­
suring that Mr. Peres wins re-elec­
tion. 

Statements issued after· the at­
tacks said they were revenge for the 
assassination of the Hamas bomb­
maker known as·the Engineer, Ya­
hya Ayyash, and made no mention of 
Israeli-Arab poUtics. 

Neither Mr. Peres, who was also 
~own o.n the news program watch­
Ing the mterview ,nor the television 
announcers questioned Mr. Abu 
Warda's claim that the targets of the 
bombing campaign were the peace 

Continued on Page A14, Column I 

(:ontinued from Page AI 

In the interview, Mr. Abu Warda t.o crack down on both the mlllt~TV 
also appealed to other Palestinians d -, 
not to follow his example. . an political wings of Hamas, Mr. Peres sald, "He's doing more than 

"I made a mistake," he said "I before. 'But until he has the com-
calion the sons of the Palestinian manders of the military wing of lia~ 
people that they should not repeat mas, 1 won't be satisfied." 
such actions, and should give the Mr. Arafat was to convene over 
Palestinian Authority and the Israeli the first sitting of the new PalestIn· 
Governmem the opportunity to re- Ian Legislative Council on Thursday, 
store the situation the way It was, but there was no immediate informa­
and provide securtty and calm for tlon whether delegates . from the 
both peoples." West Bank would be allowed to trav-

According . to an Israeli Anpy el to Gaza. 
statement, Mr. Abu Warda, a resl- In some raids today, Israeli and 

. dent of the AI Fawwar refugee camp Palestlnlan police acted together to . 
neal' Hebron, and Abed Rabbo demonstrate that the crackdown was 
Sheikh Id, 26, from Rafab, in the a joint operation. 
Gaza Strip, both of whom were ar- In Nablus, on the West Bank, sev- . 
rested in Ramaiiah on Sunday were . eral thousand supporters of Mr. Ara­
recruited and guided by a ni~ they fat's Fatah movement m~1;d in a 
kDew as Abu Ahmad, who IS stUI at ~alIy agaInst terroris~!,,~e tsraeli 
large. troop,s ral~ refugee camps arotllJd . 

Their task was to prepare three . Nablus and Hebron' and ·roilDded up 
. ____ .. .. .~Ie thught to be supporters of 

sulclde bombers, the lethal ,terror • Hamas.. .' . 
weapon that been used in Israel 12 
times since April 1994, with a ioll of 'But even as the crackdOWll spread, 
134 lives. The army said the bombers' Israeli security officials warned that 
were Majdl Abu Warda, 19, a relative BlIII\as was planning new atiacks. 
of Mohammed Abu Warda; Ibrahim Diplomats in. Washington. said to­
Sarahne. 25, and Raed Shaghnu\la, lfl!:y that a~ least one Arab natioD had . 
21; all three were students at the sIigg~ a reglonai coilference' on 
same teacher's college. : \ terrorism, and that'the United States 

ShOWll in a dim red light, the sUm, . and lsrael were recep~e to the Idea 
soft-spoken Mr. Abu Warda lIP- .'. "~.Idea W!J!iId be to get Jie!Iille 

. peared nervous and frightened as he .' together at a fairly Senior level from 
spoke about being instructed by the . as many countries In the reglon,1IS 
Bamas "military wing" in early possible. mid the centerpiece woulit 
February to find and prepare three ' 
young men for suicide missions.. be comb/lttinli terrorism ... · one j>.d: 

minlStfatioR official said .. .. 
"I acted according to the Instruc- At'tIIe S.tate """. artm. ent, Secre-

tions of the military wing, and I' - .. 

~effort and Its Labor Party champi-
1;.ons. 

prepared for them the people they . tary of State ;.varren chrIstopber 
wanted." hesald. "We established . ·met tOday with ambassadors from' 
their trust First I spoke to them and across the Arab world.· and from 
indirectly felt their pulse, then 1 fa- ,: Israel. Rus:;ia anI!. five European na-· 
celved their agreement in principle,' .. tIoris, as well as the representative of 
then 1 worked with them <!Irectly, the pa!estInian Allethortty .. 

~ :'It didn't surprise me," Mr. Peres 
, sllld of the claim, which seemed like­
::;Iy to provide him with political bene­
!,fll "I never wanted to use this, but 
:~ now the picture is complete." 
;;. There was no Immediate reaction 
.~from the Likud and its leader, Benja­
~.:min Netanyahu. who has had a resur-
• ,gence of popular support since the 
;: bombings. 
.~', Mr. Abu Warda's appearance fol­
;'.lowed a day in which both Israeli and 
;. Pal~tinian security forces reported 
: major operations in the West Bank 
:. and Gaza to uproot support for Ha-

mas, the Islamic movement that Is­
rael blames for the terrorism. 

and in th!! end they agzied-:;-:-... ~ Mr. Christopher "asked the' Arlib 
After watching the 'interview" 'countries to join us, with Israel, with 

Prime~inis.ter P.ei'essald, ·.wesav.:· our'European allies, in an'lntema­
the head of the snake just now." . tlonal fight' against ·the terrorist 

The Israeli Police also reported . gro)ips that have 'wiJeitslied these . 
that they had arrested an Arab with wispeakable horrors on' the people of 
ISflleli Citizenship who had confessed Israel," . said the State Department 
that he had smuggled the fourth spokesman, Nicholas ·Bu~s. 

'. ll?~ber "I?u~ of the ~aza Strip by 
. hidmg him m a trunk. unde~ the back . 
seat of. hi.s truck. He drop~ the 
~m~r at. the Tel AVIv.lnterSection 
shprtJy before'the'exJiJosion there on 
Monday. . . ' .. 
. The' 45-y~ar.oid suspect, whose· 

name was not given, told police he . 
had no idea wllat his passe'nger in-·· 
tended to do: According to the police,' 
he sald he had made the--arrange-
ments with a' memberllf the Islamic 
Jihad in Gaza, ilIid was paid $1,1'00 
for the job. . '. 
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Lawsuit limits a ~ability only for 'awyers - I NESBIT 
lijijii~iiijiiiir.iiiiiiiiiiiii-iil h d h t f b 'ld' d I' From page 87 

. watch the consumer groups try ablhty cases agamst one ~mpany scape 'for consumers of that prod: I
t is absolutely astounding to . o~~ t. e ar 0 • Ul mg pro uct I-

to tell the American public ~ afte,: another. Here's how It wo~ks: uct. They use every information 
. not to mention Congress, the F,!st, .a.consum.er g,"?up -l~ke search tool available in the new 

White House and the national media ~bllc CItizen, whl~h will not divulge' era of communications technology' 
~ thaUhey don't like the product Ii- 'ItS sourc~s of fundmg and whether to identify potential plaintiffs. . 
ability reform bill about to go to the muc~ of It comes from lawyers - Finally, the lawyers all start to 
president's desk because it won't let conymce~ a net~ork.newsshow or iI file lawsuits. The suits pile I.Ip, un-
consumers sue corporate America for. maJOr prmt publlcatlpn to bash a til a company either starts to settle 
big bucks.' . . product. out of court or gets thrown into a 

You have to be kidding. That isn't health issues that form the basis of' . Sec~Ild~ theconsu~er groups,en- big, bundled lawsuit. Thns .of mil-
what any of this is about. It isn't lawsuits'. It's about de-funding the hst allies m congresslOn~1 offices and lions of dollars go to the lawyers. 
about defending a consumer.'s right to vast pool of wealth accumulated by federal regulatory agencies, Doc- A much; much smaller sum of 
sue. It's about defending a lawyer's hundreds of trial lawyers who make uments start to flow. Subterranean ar- money goes to the consumers al-

. right to gather up hapless Consumers huge sums of money suing corporate guments and charges are developed legedly hurt by the produ«t at is-
into class-action suits. It's about America ovef products. and passed around. sue. . 
money and power - money to the That's what this fight over product Third, a phalanx of groups, agen- It really is' that simple. It is a 
trial lawyers and power to the con- liability is about. It isn't about defend- cies and congressional allies starts to scam of. monstrous proportions 
sumer groups that feed off the law- ing consumers. It's about defending d~milnd ans~ers from ~he company that has been allowed to spread, 
yers'river of money: .' , lawyers - and all the groups and in- on whether Its product Issafl!'. T.he unchecked, across the American 
. It's about busting up this inter- stitutions (Including the current answers .are never .e~ough to satisfy landscape. It is threatening to lit-

locking,octopuslike network made up White House) that they prop up with the carmvorous Critics. erally engul( our securities, bio-
of consumer activists, trial lawyers the money they suck from corporate Fourth, the lawyers enter the. technology, medical devices, food,' 
and a few selected pawns in the'na- AmeriCa through one aggressive arena. They start to prowl the land' pharlnaceutical and medical in-
tional media who spin their yarns to product liability suit after another. dustrles and professions. . 
the public and create the public For years trial lawyers h!lve finely see NESBIT, page 89 It is morally wrong to let this 

\. 

happen. Granted, product liability 
reform will shield all. industries 

I 
alike ~ including those that may 

.. not deserve it - from bloodsuck-

Ilje _lU'lJfngton t1runeo 
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Ing lawsuits, but that is the price 
we must pay to save our core medi­
cal, science and technology indus­
tries from annihilation. 

I cannot, in any possible way, 
understand how President Clinton 

. . .will defend his veto of the product 
liability bill. With one stroke of his 
pen, he is telling every emerging 
or cutting-edge company in Amer­
ica that he wishes destruction 
upon them at the hands of therrial 
lawyers, . - '. .', 

It is, truly, that black and white. 
There are no subtleties in this 
debate. The trial lawyers have won 
,case after 'Case, year after year. 
They have. drained. the lifeblood 
out of entire industries and profes­
sions. Someone must stop the car­
nage, now, before It is too late. 

. Unfortunately, it seems, our. 
-president isnot that person. He 
does not have the courage or con­
viction to take action' - even at a 
time of grave peril for the indus­
tries that have made this country 
the envy oUhe modern world. 

I heard im interesting story re­
cently from a .doctor who has de­
voted his life to· helping people 
walk again with the help of a sim­
ple medical device. Thousands of 
his patients live normal lives 

thanks to his intervention. 
'I\vo years ago,. lawyers from 

four states started using workers' 
comp records and anything else 
they could get their hands on in 
order to start phoning and writing 
all of his past patients . 

They talked a . few of them -
actually, close to 50 of them -,- intO' 
suing this doctor because the law­
yers promised them money at the 
end of the rainbow. Never mind 
whether the product that had 
vastly improved the. quality of 
their lives was'harmful. There was 
money to be made..' . 

This doctor, having helped thou; 
. sands of people learn how to walk 
again, is leaving his profession for 
a while. He will no longer help peo­
ple walk. The lawyers have· de­
feated him. He will go do some­
thing else for a while, and· all of 

. those people he might have helped 
will have to go elsewhere. 

It isn't right. Something must be 
done about it. Congress is trying. 
But its constitutional partner -
the president -,- hasboug~t ttie lie 
from the consumer groups and 
trial. lawyers. And taken their 
money to boot. . 
~ Jeff Nesbit can be reached via 
e-mail atjnesbit@ix.netcom.com. 

-,. 
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may end today 
GM, union reach 
deal on contract; 
workers set to vote 
By David R. Sands 

. THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

The auto industry's biggest and most 
expensive walkout in a quarter­
century could end today as workers 
vote on a tentative contract settlement. 

Negotiators for General Motors 
Corp. and the United Auto Workers 
yesterday reached a preliminary deal 
to end the 17 -day strike that has idled 
177,000 workers and shuttered dozens' 
of plants from Canada to Mexico. 

UAW Local 696 President Joe 
,Hasenjager predicted that the 2,700 
GM workers at two Dayton plants 
would ratify the deal at a vote set for 
this morning. ' 

---------'-. 

, mensely popular and hugely profitable 
sport-utility vehicles, the demand for, 
which GM could not meet even before 
the strike. ',. 

But auto analysts say that GM could ' 
make up much of the lost sales later 
this year. ' 

GM's stock, which held steady evep 
as the shutdown persisted, briefly 
reached a 52-week high Of $53.75 yes­
terday as word of the settlement 
leaked out. The stock closed at 53.63, 
up 13 cents, with investors generally 
happy'that the,company was staI).ding 
firm in the talks. 

Assuming UAW workers ratify the 
accord, GM spokesman Thomas Klip­
stine said thll Dayton plants could re­
sume production this afternoon and 
most of the 26 auto plants and 18 parts 
factories could be fully operational by 
the end of next week. 

President Clinton and Labor Secre­
i tary Robert Reich hailed the news o.f a 

deal. Private forecasters say the strike 

see ST_~KE"page B9 The two DaytonGM-owned Delphi' 
Chassis plants produce brakes for nine 
out of every 10 GM cars and trucks, 
and the March 5 walkout there quickly 
forced GM and its suppliers to layoff 
workers at other plants as well. 

,'- STRIKE -
Neither GM nor the union would 

, comment on the, settlement or on the 
outcome of the key issue in dispute -
GM's desire to shift or "outsource" fu­
ture production to lower-cost rionunion 
contractors. But'UAW,officials sound­
ed pleased with the deal that was 
struck after a marathon 48-hour bar­
gaining session just after lunch yester­
day. 

"I got everything lwanted and then 
some," UAWnegotiator Whitney Mar­
tin toldrep6rters yesterday. ," 1 wouldn't 
have signed if! didn't think if was won­
d.erful:' 

But GM, which lags behind rivals 
Ford Motor Co. and Chrysler Corp, in 
the use of cheaper nonunion suppliers, 
also scored a few points, catching the 
union off guard by forcing a long and 
expensive strike to dramatize its se­
riousness about outsourcing. 

And, with a major backlog of cars 
already in the pipeline when the strike 
began, the world's largest automaker 
came to terms just before its dealers 
'started to feel the pinch from the pro­
duction shutdown: 

"Any settlement is great news;' said 
Thny Manseau, sales manager for 
Arlington's Rosenthal ChevroletiGeo 
dealership. "We had a 3G-daY invent0I,Y 
when tbe shutdown, came,'so we stilr 
had another 10 days before we'd be af­
fectec!:' 

, General Motors'lost an estimated 
$50 million a day in pretax profits at 
the height of the strike, but the com­
pany also saved much of that in re-, 
duced wage payments. The biggest 
blow to its bottom line: the halt this 
week in the 'production of, its im-

FrompageB7 

could shave up' to it percentage 
point off the ~tion's first.:quarter 
econ~l'nic output" although the 
Commerce Department puts the 
cost at at most a fifth of a percent­
age point, with minimal impact on 
unemployment. ' ' 

While GM's earnings may 
quickly recovt\r, many of the sup- , 
pliers dependent on its business 
may not be so lucky. Florida,based 
Breed 'Thchnologieg Inc.,' which 
makes afrbags and crash, sensors U.S. attacks wheat fungus' 
for GM, and O/.J:io's Republic Engi-
neered Steel, which sells n~ly 10 ' Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman yesterday 
percent of its output to GM, both implemented ~'extraordinary emergency" action to 
announced yesterday that quar- deal with a,karniU bunt wheat fungus outbreakiri 
terly ~gs will fall because of ' the Southwest. Mr. Glickm8n said the department 
the strike. would be able to order quarantines. ," 

The'spark that ignited the strike 
~as a plan by GM to shift produc­
tion o~. br~es for 1998 Camaros 
and ~eblrds' from Dayton to a 
~onuruon supplier in South Caro- , 
!ina. Workers at the nonunion plant 
make under $20 an hour. 
AIthou~h the shift involved only 

about 125 Jobs: the dispute quickly 
mushroomed mto a battle of Wills 

, oyer the w!t0le outsourcing ques-
tion. Making CObIptomis~n 
~der was the fact that the UAW ' 
this summer .. \'/ill begin negoti­
ations with the Big Three over a 
new three-year industrywide con-
tract. ' 

The UAW is widely expected to 
:;elect either Chrysler or Ford for 
ItS. model contract, and analysts 
5aid General Motors may have 
~sed the ~aytc:m standoff to show 
Its de~ermmatlOn to achieve more 
s4Ppher flexibility 

But ~AW officials yesterday 
were qUick to say that the Dayton 
d~ will, not set a precedent for 
this year s contract talks 
. "De~pite all the hype ht the me­

dia, this was a local strike dealing 
with local issues at these particu­
!ar faci~ties," said UAW Vice Pres­
Ident Richard Shoemaker. 

IfJt .~(Jiugtotll"~ 
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