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Democrats won women 
with talk about values 
Barbour briefs governors on GOP poll 
By Ralph Z. Hallow 
THE WA.SHINGTON TIMES 

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. - The 
GOP's post-election poll revealed 

. the Kemp-Dole ticket and its con
gressional candidates lost with 
women, especially married' 
women, mainly because President 
Clinton and the Democrats were 
better at talking about values. 

"Clinton talked much more 
about values than Bob Dole did:' 
Republican National. Chairman 
Haley Barbour told Republican 
governors assembled in Grand 
Rapids yesterday for the final day 
of their annual conference. 

"We cllnnot be complacent in 
the battle of ideas because the' 
other side has shown it is willing 
to use them," he said. "A lot of vot
ers who agree with us on the issues 
didn't vote for liS:' 

Mr. Barbour briefed the gover
nors privately on the poll that the 
Republican National Committee 
took the day after the elections. 

"In the past, married women 
tended to vote Republican in equal 
proportion to male vota-s," Mr. 
Barbour said. "Republicans lost 
support among married women 
this year [in both the. presidential 
and congressional elections]." 

The good news as Republicans 
here saw it is that their leaders in 
Congress have a strategy for sus
taining their success in becoming, 
for the second election in a row, the 
majority party in Congress. 

That strategy is one the gover
nors have been urging: Get things 
done quietly in the next Congress 
by building gn the GOP agenda in
crementally, as they did this year, 
instead of tryinf( to enact a conser
vative revolution in one loud burst, 
as they attempted to do in their 
first year as the majority in the 
House and Senate in 1995. 

"We're going to keep .our heads 
down, below the radar, and enact a 
balanced-budget amendment and 
a few other things, and let Clinton 
take the lead," said Ohio Rep. John 
A. Boehner, the House GOP Con-

ference chairman. 
He and other GOP lawmakers 

invited to the governors confer
ence said congressional Republi
cans would let the investigating 
committees in Congress and the 
press look into possible transgres
sions by the Clinton administra
tion and the Democratic Party. 

In explaining the lowered
volume, lowered-profile approach, 
Grover Norquist, a GOP strategist 
attending the conference, said, 
"Republicans will do budgeting, 
cut the budget, and 'salami-slice' 
the welfare state to make it 
smaller, the way the [political] left 
'salami-sliced' the welfare state to 
make it larger. 

"The Democrats, when they 
controlled Congress, never held 
news conferences and said, 'Ron
ald Reagan wants to cut 'on the 

. budget, but we're going to make it 
bigger every year instead: " Mr. 
Norquist said. "They just went 
ahead and did it." 

"What they [GOP congressional 
leaders) are talking about is find
ing the best strategy to get to our 
goal, and sometimes you just have 
to run running plays," Virginia 
Gov. George F. Allen said. 

"You can't always do it on throw
ing the bomb. Sometimes you have' 
to do it off-tackle," Mr. Allen said. 

The Republican Governors' As
sociation passed a resolution pro
posed by Mr. Allen to endorse 
James Gilmo.':'e, the Virginia at
torney general, as the "presump
tive Republican gubernatorial 
nominee." Mr. Allen cannot suc
ceed himself as governor under 
Virginia law. 

House and Senq.te GOP leaders, 
who addressed the conference un 
Monday, were given much credit 
for passing and getting signed into 
law the legislation ending welfare 
as a federal entitlement. 

Iowa Gov. Terry E. Branstad, 
new head of the governors group, 
saId a comparable accomplish
ment in the next two years would 
be passage of a balanced-budget 
amendment to the Constitution. 
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Newbill 
sought 
for 'birth' 
abortions 
Sen. Daschle urges 
review by Clinton 
By Brian Blomquist 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

Abortion opponents immedi
ately pounced on what they called 
"diversionary tactics" by Mr. 
Daschle, who voted against the 
ban, against the override and who 
received a 99 percent rating from 
the National Abortion Rights Ac
tion League last year. 

"He hasn't changed anything at 
all:' said Douglas Johnson,legisla
tive director of the National Right 
to Life Committee. 

Sen. Rick Santorum, Pennsylva-
Senate Minority Leader Thm nia Republican, who is pro-life, 

Daschle said he believes Demo- said there is no health-of-the
crats and Republicans in Congress mother issue that would cause a 
can find a suitable bill that bans doctor to use the procedure. 
partial-birth abortions except 
when the health of the mother Since it takes three days, he 
would be seriously endangered. said, "this procedure would never 

Mr. Daschle said no exception to be used in an emerg~ncy. Other 
the contentious procedure would procedures are available that 
be made for a deformed fetus but' would more adequately protect 
partial-birth abortions should be the health of the mother. It's not 
allowed to avoid endangering the done for health o~ the mother but ~ 
"long-term serious physical health purely for convemence. of the doc- ~ 
.. , or physical bemg of the tor." ... 
mother. Also, abortion opponents at- _ 

The Senate's top Democrat told tacked Mr. Daschle's suggestionJ~ 
reporters yesterday he has talked that the ban a I onl to· aruat-
with President Clinton about re- bir bortion'n fi I trimesters -
visiting the partial-birth abortion - the seventh, eighth and nint _ 
ban, which Mr. Clin'ton vetoed on months of pregnancy. -
April 10. The Senate fell nine votes "We're talking about the final 0 
shy of overriding the veto in Sep- trimester here," Mr. Daschle said. ........ 
tember. . - . "And what we're trying to do is to e:: 

"The very day the president ve- find a way in the final trimester to _ ~ 
toed the bill, he and I talked and preclude convenience as a reason = 
agreed that I would attempt to pur- for having the procedure done." • -. 
sue ways, working with many of But 90 percent of ~artial-birth ..... 
my colleagues, to find a solution to abortions are perfor ed prior to ~ 
the impasse:' Mr. Daschle said. the final trimester Mr. ~hnson = 

Mr. Dasch.1e's staff yesterday said, and the congressional ban ~ 
could not say which pro-life sen- that was vetoed was silent on the ~ 
ators have been approached to time of the procedure. __ 
work on a compromise bill. I he procedure, mei:lically 

Mr. Clinton vetoed the bill be- known as intact dilation and evac-) 
cause it had no exclusion for the uation, involves the partial deliv
"health" of the mother, which the ery of the fetus through the birth' 
Supreme Court has interpreted to canal before the doctor kills it by 
include a woman's emotional well- sucking out the brains. 
being or her age if she is young. There are no reliable statistics 

The bill that Congress passed on the number of partial-birth 
incl~ded a life-of-the-~other ex- abortions performed. The Centers 
ceptlOn, but no exceptIOn for the for Disease Control and Preven
mother'S health. The language tion estimates that of the nation's 
said the ban "shall not apply to a 1.3 million annual abortions, about 
partial-birth abortion that is nec- 1.3 percent are late-term abor
essary to save the life of a mother tions. 
whose life is endangered by a Mr. Santorum said there was lit
physical disorder, illness or in- tie chance of a compromise based 
jury: Provided that no other medi- on Mr. Daschle's comments. 
cal procedure would suffice for "What we're trying to do here is 
that purpose." to find a way to ... deal with the 

"He will veto the same bill impasse," Mr. Daschle said. "My 
again," Mr. Daschle said, summa- expectation is that this is not going 
rizing the president's position. to be easy." 

"Obviously, it's a complex issue 
and details need to be resolved, but 
the president and Senator Daschle 
are on the same page on this issue," 
said White House spokesman 
Barry Thi\,. 

• This article is based in part on 
wire service reports. 
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The 
American 
College of 

Obsteuicians and 
Gynecologists 

April 9. 1996 

William Jefferson Clinton 
The President of the United States of America 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington. DC 20100 

Dear Mr. President: 

The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologist!; (AeOG), an 
organization representing more than 37,000 physicians dedicated to improving women's 
health care. does not support HR 1833, the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act of 1995. The 
College finds very disturbing that Congress would take any action that would supersede 
the medical judgment of trained physicians and criminalize medical procedures that may be 
necessary to save the life of a woman. Moreover, in defining what medical procedures 
doctors mayor may not perform, HR 1833 employs terminology that is not even 
recognized in the medical community -- demonstratjng why Congressional opinion should 
never be substituted for professional medical judgment. Accordingly, ACOG supports 
your decision to veto this legislation. 

Thank you for considering Our views on this important matter. 

Sincerely. 

C4~;,~~# 
Executive Director 

..j0<) Ilth StreeL S\\: \\~ington. DC JOO.1-l-2188 
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AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION BOUSE OF DSLEGATES 

Resolution: 208 
(I-%) 

IJ1tIOCl1lc:ed by; :l'cm.ylvaW. ~5atigD 

Subject: Tl:tUJiDatlon of Late Te:m "Pregnndes 

Rdmed to~ Refvc:DI::e ~ Jl 
(llobct D. BunIdt, ND. Oulir) 

1 WlRnu, AbonioD hal tYPically ~ 1bahecI tt) pt~ £eDtaM leu t!t_ 2.4 111Mb ,.sta-
2. 1101111 ap; -' 
3 
... Whezeas, TenniDaI:ion oflPlo u:rm pn:paudes may 1D?01YC Ylable bablea; dlerdbre be 1, ,. 
6 lU3S0:t.VED, 'l1lat the American MMit::d A""";wriml support • legal ban on die lCrDIi:dat.ion 
7 of lam tmn ptqaancles except when 1he fems Js ~e Of if the life of the mother is in 
8 omeIDe~. • 

'. 

Piscal Nom: No significa;!lt fisQll impact 

P.M 
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Substitute Resolution 208 

BE IT RESOLVED that the AMA only supports legislation regulating post~viability abortions 
if the rights of physicians, using their best medical judgment and consistent with state and 
federal law, to determine whether carrying the pregnancy to term would threaten the life or 
cause serious adverse health consequences to the mother is preserved. 

". 
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c CONFmEN'J=I,.(t.);" NOT FINAL, DO NOT corY, DO NOT DISTRIBUTE 

STATEMENT ON INTACT DILATATION AND EXTRACTION 

The debate regarding legislation to prohibit a method of abortion, such as the legislation banning 
"partial birth abortion," and "brain sucking abortions," has prompted questions regarding these 
procedures. It is difficult to respond to these questions because the descriptions are vague and do 
not delineate a specific procedure recognized in the medical literature. Moreover, the definitions 
could be interpreted to include elements of many recognized abortion and operative obstetric 
techniques. 

The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) believes the intent of such 
legislative proposals is to prohibit a procedure referred to as "Intact Dilatation and Extraction" 
(Intact D & X). T~s procedure has been described as containing all of the following four 
elements: 

1.· dcliberate dilatation of the cexvi~ u5ually over It sequence of days; 
2. instrumental conversion of the fetus to a footling b~eech; 
3. breech en-raction of the body excepting the head; and" 
4. partial evacuation of the intracranial contents of a living fetus to effect vaginal delivery 

of a dead but otherwise intact fetus. 

Because these elements are part of common obstetric techniques, it must be emphasized that 
unless aU four elements are present in sequence, the procedure is not an intact D & X. 

Abortion intends to tenninate a pregnancy while preserving the life and health of the mothcr. 
Where abortion is legal after 16 weeks, intact D & X is onc mcthod oftenninating a pregnancy. 
The physician, in consultation with the patient, must choose the most appropriate method based 
upon the patient's individual circumstances. 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) only 5.3% of abortions 
performed in the United States in 1993, the most recel).t data available, were performed after the 
16th week of pregnancy. Data show that second trimester transvaginal instrumental abortion is a 
safe procedure. The CDC does not collect data on the specific method of abortion, so it is 
unknown how many ofthis 5.3% were performed using intact D & X. 

Terminating a pregnancy is indicated in some circumstances to save the life or preserve the health 
of the mother. Intact D & X is one of the methods available in some of these situations. 
However, a select panel convened by ACOG could identifY no circumstances under which this 
procedure, as defined above. would be the only option to save the life or preserve the health of 
the woman. Notwithstanding this conclusion, ACOG strongly believes that decisions about 
medical treatment must be made by the doctor, in consultation with the patient, based upon the 
woman's particular circumstances. The potential exists that legislation prohibiting specific 
medical practices, such as intaetD & X. may outlaw teclmiques that are critical to the lives and 
health of American women. The intervention of legislative bodies into medical decision making is 
inappropriate, ill advised, and potentially dangerous. 
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Record Type: Record 

To: Todd Stern/WHO/EOP, Elena Kagan/WHO/EOP, Janet Murguia/WHO/EOP 

cc: 
Subject: late-term 

some in the choice community and on the hill are aware of the AMA/ACOG resolutions and the 
folks i talked to at least are not at uncomfortable with these. i do detect some disagreement in 
terms of how folks think the matter ought to be approached in the new Congress, but surprisingly, 
the gulf is not that wide there. of course, i've only talked to a few folks. i'm still trying to get to 
daschle's folks for meeting early this week on language. 
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Activist, auto industry seek quick move on air bags 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

A prominent consumer advo
cate joined with the auto industry 
yesterday in urging federal offi
cials to quickly approve an indus
try plan to make air bags deploy 
with less force. -

Joan Claybrook, president of . 
the consumer group Public Citi
zen, agreed with Andrew Card, 
head of the American Automobile 
Manufacturers Association, that 
the proposal could help prevent 
some deaths from air bags. 

Both criticized officials at the' 
government's highway safety 
agency, the National Highway 
1raffic Safety Administration, for 
being too slow in approving the 
plan. 

"They're. not moving rapidly 
enough:' said Miss Claybrook at 
the end of Ii lunch meeting yester" 
day with Mr. Card. "NHTSA has 

-taken a cautious course, [but] 1 
view. this as an extraordinary sit- . 
uation." 

Air bags that deploy at up to 200 
mph . have been blamed for the 
deaths of at least 32 infants and 
children and 20 adults, mostly 
smaller women. 

The air-bag-related deaths have 
also prompted Rep. Frank Wolf, 
Virginia Republican, to plan hear
ings in the House Appropriations 
and 'fi'ansportation Committee. 
An aide said yesterday the hear
ings would be "educational." De
tails, including a firm date, have 

yet to be worked otit. 
Last month, agency officials 

said they would' issue a proposal 
soon for less forceful air bags that 
would include the auto industry's 
plan and an alternative plan. Of
ficials then would decide the best 
way to "depower" air bags after a 
shortened 30-day public comment' 
period .. 

However, agency offiCials have 
not yet issued their proposal. Auto
makers need six to nine months 
warning if they are to make air 
bags less powerful in 1998 models, 
which are due out in September, 
Mr. card said. That essentially 
means they need to know now, he 
said. 

"If we don'fact now, we're going 

to miss the '98 models:' Mr. card 
said at the luncheon meethig. 

The joint position puts more 
pressure on NHTSA officials to 
act on the auto industry proposal. 
In November, the Association of 
International Automobile Manu
facturers, which represents inter
national automakers, said' it also 
endorsed the proposal. 

NHTSA officials reiterated that 
their proposal . would be ready 
soon but declined further com
ment. 

The common stand by Miss 
Claybrook and Mr. Card is unusual 
since Miss Claybrook, who was an 
NHTSA administrator during the 
Carter administration, has crit-

(!tfJe ~tl~IJitt!ltOlt (!tUlttO 
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icized auto companies for not do
ing enough to promote auto safety. 

. However, both said it was impor
tant to have a unified stand to get 
less forceful air bags on the mar
ket quickly. Miss Claybrook said 
she viewed the push to lessen the 
force of air bags as a temporary 
measure until more advanced air
bag techriology to protect passen
gers is phased in by automakers. 

Since August, the AAMA, the 
lobbying group for the I}ig Three. 
automakers, has' proposed a· 
change in a current government 
test standard, arguing the strin
gent government test prevents 
auto makers from installing less
forceful air bags in most vehicles. 



By Keay Davidson 
SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER 

SAN FRANCISCO - Four years 
after the last U.S. nuclear weapons 
test in the Nevada desert, the 
bombs are about to start booming 
again. . 

But this time the blasts won't 
involve full-scale nuclear bombs 
like those that shook the buzzard
haunted wasteland for four dec
ades. They'll be tiny chemical and 
nuclear explosives that mimic the 
first microseconds of an atomic 
blast, according to U.S. Energy 
Department officials. 

Weapons experts say they need 
to conduct the tests to ensure that 
the main "trigger" of a thermonu
clear bomb still works after dec
ades of aging. But anti-nuclear ac
tivists fear such experiments 
could camouflage development of 
new weapons, or at least create the 

Small blasts planned for nuke destruction 
Some experts say Energy Department will violate spirit of the test ban treaty 
impression of camouflage and, 
thereby, upset other countries. 

Plans for. the so-called "sub
critical" nuclear experiments, 
which will include scientists from 
the Lawrence Livermore and Los 
Alamos nuclear weapons labs, 
were immediately denounced by 
anti-nuclear activists. . 

Critics claim the tests violate 
the spirit of the Comprehensive 
lest Ban 'freaty, signed by Pres
ident Clinton and representatives 
of more than 60 nations. 

But subcritical tests are legal 
and "essential for assessing nu
clear weapons performance, reli
ability, and safety" now that full- . 

scale nuclear blasts are b"Jmed,. 
said the plan released by outgoing 
Energy Secretary Hazel O'Leary. 

Mrs. O'Leary said testing dates 
probably would be set early next 
year. 

Her statement said the sub
critical tests would be part of a 
multibillion-dollar array of super
science experiments - such as a 
giant laser at Livermore- to mon
itor the safety and reliability of the 
nation's' nuclear arsenal. The ar
senal is shrinking and aging be
cause in the post-Cold War world, 
bombs are being dismantled and 
no new bombs are being designed. 

The tests would use. chemical 

explosives to rapidly compress 
small amounts of plutonium and 
uranium-too small for a "nuclear 
explosion" in the military sense of 
the term. The compression 
squeezes the materials' atoms to
gether, briefly causing them to 
emit radiation and explode in a 
blast equal to tens or hundreds of 
pounds of TNT. 

The tests will be conducted 961 
feet beneath the Nevada desert, 
within a rabbit warren of rooms 
and tunnels packed with high
speed cameras and scientific in
struments. 'The facility is called 
LYNER, for Low-Yield Nuclear 
Explosions Research. 

QrfJc ~tlGfJbt!JtouQrbtteG 
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"We call for the immediate can
cellation of these experiments:' 
said Marylia Kelley of 'fri-Valley 
Cares, an anti-nuclear group in 
Livermore. "The DOE has not 
demonstrated that it cannot main
tain the safety of the existing nu
clear arsenal without subcritical 
experiments. There is no evidence 
to date to suggest that potential 
problems such as plutonium aging 
have degraded the performance of 
the weapons designs in the active 
U.S. arsenal." 

Daryl Kimball of the anti
nuclear group Physicians for So
cial Responsibility in Washington, 

, D.C., said the Energy Department 

has "failed to conduct an indepen- . 
dent, public technical review of 
the need for these activities." 

The Examiner reported Dec. 1.; 
that Energy Department officials' 
were considering whether to re
schedule the experiments, a half
year after postponing them indefi-
nitely. . 

CORRECTION 
A story yesterday about volun

teers who helped the Midtown 
Youth Academy incorrectly re
ported the contributions of the 
companies participating. Dench
field Roofing Corp. of Silver 
Spring worked with academy 
youths to fix the academy's roof, 
with consulting help from Rup
pert Landscape Co. Inc. in Ashton. 
Clark Construction Co. in Be
thesda is providing a Dumpster to
day to help clean out a basement. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 14, 1996 

MEMORANDUM FOR JACK QUINN 
KATHY WALLMAN 

FROM: ELENA KAGAN {t-/ 

SUBJECT: PARTIAL-BIRTH ABORTION 

Some news on the partial-birth abortion front (especially apropos in light ofthe 
President's remarks on Friday): 

1. Todd Stem just discovered that the American College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists (ACOG) is thinking about issuing a statement (attached) that includes the 
following sentence: "[A] select panel convened by ACOG could identify no circumstances under 
which [the partial-birth] procedure ... would be the only option to save the life or preserve the 
health of the woman." This, of course, would be disaster -- not the less so (in fact, the more so) 
because ACOG continues to oppose the legislation. It is unclear whether ACOG will issue the 
statement; even if it does not, there is obviously a chance that the draft will become public. (The 
AMA last week decided to continue to take no position on the partial-birth issue.) 

2. Sen. Daschle's stafIis working on a legislative proposal that would prohibit all post
viability abortions, with a tight exception for life and health. Note that this proposal applies to 
illl post-viability abortions, not just to partial-birth abortions. Note also, however, that it applies 
to no pre-viability abortions, even if they are partial-birth. Daschle's staff may use our language 
to define the health exception ("serious adverse health consequences"); they may try, however, to 
do something that sounds even stricter. 

Daschle's staff hopes that this proposal will provide cover for pro-choice Senators (who 
can be expected to support it) and that it will refocus the debate from the partial-birth procedure 
to late-tenn abortions generally. I think the pro-lifers will not give up the partial-birth focus: (1) 
the politics of it have become too good; (2) it gives them a wedge into pre-viability abortions; 
and (3) it points the way toward future campaigns against other abortion procedures. They will 
point out that Daschle's proposal does nothing to stop pre-viability partial-birth abortions (recall 
that many of these abortions are done between 20 and 24 weeks) -- and that it is inadequate for 
this reason. Of course, they may respond to Daschle's proposal by also supporting a ban on post
viability abortions generally. 

Giventhe President's prior positions and statements, he of course should support the 
Daschle proposal. He also should continue to support a ban on partial-birth abortions (including 
pre-viability partial-birth abortions), so long as there is an adequate health exception. 
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STATEMENT ON INTACf Dn.ATATION AND EXTRACnON 

The debate regarding legislation to prohibit a method of abortion, ~uch as the legislation banning 
"partial birth abortion," and "brain Bucking abortions," hIlS prompted questions regarding these 
procedures. It is difficult to respond to these questions because the descriptions are vague and do 
not delineate a specific procedure recognized in the medical literature. Moreover, the definitions 
could be interpreted to include elements of many recognized abortion and operative obstetric 
techniques. 

The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) believes the intent of such 
legislative proposals is to proluoit a procedure referred to as "Intact Dilatation and Extraction" 
(Intact D & X). This procedure has been described as containing all Of the following four 
elements: 

1.. deliberate dil!l.t8.tion of the cervix, usually over a sequence of days; 
2. instrumental conversion of the fetus to a footling breech; 
3. breech enraction of the body excepting the head; and'" 
4. partial evacuation of the intracranial contents ofaliving fetus to effect vaginal delivery 

of a dead but otherwise intact fetus. 

Because these elements are part of common obstetric techniques, it must be emphasized that 
unless all four elements are present in sequence, the procedure is not an intact D & X. 

Abortion intends to tenninate a pregnancy while preserving the life and health of the mother. 
Where abortion is legal after 16 weeks, intact D & X is one method of terminating a pregnancy. 
The physician, in consultation with the patient, must choose the most appropriate method based 
upon the patient's individual circumstances. 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) only 5.3% of abortions 
performed in the United States in 1993, the most rElCeI!t data available, were performed after the 
16th week of pregnancy. Data show that second trimester transvaginal instrumental abortion is a 
safe procedure. The CDC does not collect data on the specific method of abortion, so it is 
unknown how many ofthis 5.3% were perfonned using intact D & X. 

Terminating a pregnancy is indicated in sOme circumstances to save the life or prOlierve the health 
of the mother. Intact D & X is one of the methods available in some of these situations. 
However, a select panel convened by ACOG could identify no circumstances under which this 
procedure, as defined above, would be the only option to save the life or preserve the health of 
the woman. Notwithstanding this conclusion, ACOG strongly believes that decisions about 
medical treatment must be made by the doctor, in consultation with the patient, based upon the 
woman's particular circumstances. The potential exists that legislation prohibiting specific 
medical practices, such as intactD & X, may outlaw techniques that are critical to the lives and 
health of American women. The intervention oflegislative bodies into medical decision making is 
inappropriate, ill advised, and potentially dangerous. 

DETERMINED TO BE AN 
ADMINISTRATIVE MARKING 

. INITIALS: ~ DATE: -olcala/' 0 



SEP-24 95 12:48 FROM:WOMENS OFFICE 202-456-7311 TO: 61647 PAGE: 10 

Richard Cohen 

A New Look at Late-Term Abortion 
A rigid refusal even to consider society's interest in the matter endangers abortion rights. 

Back in June. I interviewed a woman-a 
rabbi. as it happens-who had one of tho$e 
late-term abortions that Congress would have 
outlawed last spring had not President Clinton 
vetoed the bill. My reason for interviewing the 
rabbi wa~ pate.ntly obvious: Here was a ma
ture. ethical and religious woman who, be
cause her fetus ""'dB deformed, concluded in 
her 17th week thaI she had no choice other 
than to terminate her pregnancy. Who was the 
government 10 second-guess her? 

Now, though. ) must second-guess my own 
column-although not the rabbi and not ber 
husband (also a rabbi). Her abortion back in 
19M seemed justifiable to me last June, and it 
does to me now. But back then I also was led 
10 believe that these late-tenD abortions were 
extremely rare and performed only when the 
life of the mother was in danger or the fetus 
irreparably deformed. I was wrong. 

J didn't know it at the tillie, of course, and 
maybe the peopIe who supplied my data-the 
usual pro-choice groups-were giving me 
what they thought was precise information. 
And precise I was. I wrote that "just four 
one-bundredths of one percent of abortions 
are perfonned after 24 weeks· and that "most, 
if not all, are performed beCause the fetus is 
found to be severely damaged or' because the 
life at the mother is dearly in danger." 

It turns out. though. that no one reaDy 
knows .... hat percentage of abortions are late
term. No one keeps figures. But my Washing
IOn Poat coDeague David Brownlooktl!! behind 

the purported fi!lllJ"es and the purported ratio
nale for these abortions and found something 
other than medical crises of one sort or 
another. After interviewing doo:tors who per
fonned late-term abortions and surveying the 
literature, Brown-a physician himself
wrote: "These doctors say that while a signifi
cant number of their patients have late abor
tions for medical reasons, many othet9-~r
haps the nJaioritY-do not.' 

Brown's findings brought me up short. U, in 
fact, most women seeking late-tenn abortions 
have just come to grips a bit late Vlith their 
pregnancy, then the word "choice" has been 
stretched past a reasonable point. I realize 
that many of these women are dazed teen
agers or rape victims and that their CIIlgWsh is 
real and their decision probably not capricious
But I know, too, that the fetus being destroyed 
frt.& my personal definition of life. A 3-inch 
eJ1)bryo (under 12 1WeekS) is one thing; but a 
nearly fully formed infant is something else. 

It's true, of CO\II'8e, that many opponents of 
what are ofte1\ caned "partiaI-birth abortion( 
are opposed to any abortions whatever. And it 
also is true that many of them hope to use 
popular repugnance over Iate-tenn abortions as 
a foot in the ·door. First these. then others and 
then still others. ThiS is the argument made by 
pro-dloice groups: Give the antiabortion forces 
this one inch, and they'D take the next mile. 

It is instructive to look at tvio other issues: 
gun control and welfare. The gun lobby "Iso 
thinks that if it gives in just a little. its enemit!s 

wiD have it by the throat. That explains such 
pubUc relations disasters as the figllt to retain 
assault ~. It also e~Iains why the National 
Rifle ~iatiOll has such an image problem. 
Sometimes it !Iee!llH just plain nuts. 

Welfare is another area where the indefen
sible was defended for· so long that popular 
support for the program evaporated. In the 
19698. '705 and even later, it was almo;;t 
impossible to get weHare advocates to con
cede that cheating W'dS a problem and that 
welfare juat might be financing generation 
after generation of households where no one 
works. This year, the program on the federal 
level was trashed. It had few defenders. 

This muat not happen with abortion. A woman 
reaDy ought to have the right to choose. But 
society has certain rightli, too, and one of them is 
to insist that Iate-term abortions-what seems 
pretty close 10 infanticide-are severely restrict
ed, limitt:d to women whIlSt! health is an the line 
or who are canying severely deformed fetuses. 
In the latter stages of pregnancy, the word 
~!IJl does not quite suffice; we are talking 
about the killing of the fetus-and, too often, not 
lor any ~gent medical reason. 

President Clinton, apparently as misinformed 
as I was about late-term abortions, now ought 
to look at the new data. So should the Senate, 
which hilS been e~ed to SllStain the presi
dent's velO. Late-term abortions once seemed 
to be the choice of women who, really, had.no 
other choice. The facts now are different. If 
that's the case. then so should be the law. 
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Richard Cohen Column 

THE PRE SID E N T 

Please read Richard Cohen's piece on late term abortions in 
the Post today. Both Cohen's column and Sunday's David Brown 
article articulate one of the fallacies surrounding this debate: 
that the President is in favor of late term abortions without any 
restrictions. 

Cohen's article indicates that Clinton is "apparently 
misinformed" about the number and nature of late term abortions 
and urges him to look at "the new data," which indicates that "the 
majority" of late term abortions are done for non-medical reasons. 

As we all know, as early as February 28, 1996, in his 
letter to Congress, the President says, "" ... I cannot support its 
use on an elective basis, where the abortion is being performed 
for non-health related reasons and there are equally safe medical 
procedures available." 

Also, no one ever notes that Governor Clinton signed a bill 
in Ark. that would ban third trimester abortions. 

I spoke to Melanne this morning and she thinks that I ought 
to call Cohen. I believe that we should write a letter responding 
to his column. 

Your thoughts? 
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TO: Mary Ellen Glynn 

FROM: Elena Kagan 
Office of the Counsel 

CC: Betsy Myers 

SUBJECT: RE: Richard Cohen Column 

The striking thing about Cohen's column is that while he criticizes the 
President sharply, his position and the President's are very much consistent 
with each other. As you say, the President has said he would prohibit the use 
of this procedure where not necessary to save the woman from death or serious 
physical injury. The only thing he has asked for is a tightly confined 
exception for these kinds of cases. (Nor, by the way, has the President made 
any representations about how many late-term or partial birth abortions are done 
for life/serious health reasons and how many for other reasons. He hasn't said 
that all partial birth abortions are done for life/health reasons -- indeed, he 
has acknowledged that not all are. He has said only that those done for 
life/serious health reasons must be permitted.) 

I guess I'm agnostic as between a call and a letter. I lean towards the call, 
but mostly I think that the two of you should decide. If we decide on a letter, 
I'd be happy to draft or to review. If we decide on a call, I'd be happy to 
participate as needed. 
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TO: (See Below) 

FROM: Betsy Myers 
Office of Public Liaison 

SUBJECT: Late Term Update 

FYI - Information we have heard from the Pro-Choice Groups: 

I. COUNTERING THE WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE 

- David Garrow, the pulitzer prize winning historian and author of Liberty & 
Sexuality: The Right to Privacy, has an op ed in today's Philadelphia Inquirer 
and also in the Chicago Tribune calling for Senators to "affirm the President's 
judgment and reject a dangerously radical effort to impose Congress' medical 
ideas in place of the best professional conclusions of accredited physicians." 
(We are faxing a copy to you.) 

- Warren Hern, a doctor from Boulder sent a letter to Members of Congress 
countering the Post article by outlining the reasons women need the late term 
procedure. He performs late term abortions. (We are faxing it to you.) 

- Alan Guttmacher Institute sent information to the Hill explaining the reality 
of the numbers of abortions today (we are faxing it to you.) 

- columbia Medical School Dean Allen Rosenfield will send a letter to Members 
today explaining the medical necessity of the procedure. He wrote an op ed in 
April in the New York Times calling for Congress to stay out of medical 
decisions and explaining the medical necessity of the late term procedure. (We 
will fax as soon as it is sent up.) 

- New York Times may be printing an editorial tomorrow on late term, based on 
their conversations with pro-choice groups yesterday and today. 

II. MEMBER CONTACT 

Pro-Choice groups are targeting the following Senators (who are wavering) : 
Bradley, Bryan, Byrd, Campbell, Frahm, Graham, Kassebaum, Leahy, Lieberman, Nunn 
and Specter. 

- Two women who have had the procedure are on the Hill today and yesterday. 

- Campbell - His staff indicated he would vote with the President, but they are 



not sure he will make it out of the Hospital (motorcycle accident this weekend) 
in time for the vote. They also requested grassroots activity in Denver. 

- Nunn - His staff had a lot of medical questions, but listened sympathetically. 
The Pro-choice groups are assuming he will vote against the President's veto. 

- Bradley - Meeting today at 11 a.m. with the women who have had the procedure. 

- Mikulski, Sarbanes, Wellstone and Dodd are all fine, according to their staff. 

- Specter - Kate Michelman Of NARAL met with Specter last night. Michelman 
reports a SO percent chance of getting his vote. Republican staffers in other 
offices report that Specter will vote against the President's veto. The 
National Abortion Federation and Claudia Ades (who had the procedure) held press 
conferences last night in Philadelphia and in Harrisburg. 

- Graham - no word 

- Lieberman - no word 

- Cohen - may be absent for the vote, but he will vote with the President if he 
is present. 

- Fraham - will vote against the President's veto. 

- Leahy - still on the fence. 

- Bryan - staff say he may be okay. 

III. GRASSROOTS ACTIVITY 

- The pro-choice groups are focusing their grassroots base on Nunn, Campbell, 
Cole, Graham and Bradley 

Distribution: 

TO: 
TO: 
TO: 
TO: 
TO: 
TO: 
TO: 
TO: 
TO: 

Todd Stern 
Nicole R. Rabner 
Tracey E. Thornton 
Deborah L. Fine 
Lyndell Hogan 
Jeremy D. Benami 
John P. Hart 
Lee A. Satterfield 
Holly Carver 
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~re .. II) DI'em4e 1'tes14Iem (lin.",', Yeto cI I ~1Il allDlnlll

Iriqj 0l8' I,,. 01 .bon.... '. 
_ 'IeIo ... lb. veto. Ih< "altDllo! CoDf ... n"" 01 Onltdlc fJIJ.IJo,. 

IIOIIIIUI • flt]11JIqe o~ Ie 1110 1\''''''",,011 Pasl rt4k1lliA& \Jle Ph __ 
.... 1'. 11ISLs1.nc. 00 I healIll ell<"fIbu I. lire blll.daaml'lW. 
_ "'ouI4 Ihen h\'eSlldllbonl_ blc.un'h',..... beIrra '.i" 
er • ... D' afford. bollr 111(.. n ... (1]'." 'fll. bo.l1o]>. dinftc1 .. 71 
!DIDion sets 01 jXlOT""nI, ID ""Ii,h .... euod the coun'IlI brb ItoIIf 
Ill"'" c.ds rwo lor U..\ '«:."0" OP.~one la' ,IE 10011 cr'''lt...,mouI 
reFeseD,,,11 " •. u'glnllhH> '" ",er_ I,,. President·, oelo o!'tlle 
bol. Olllfllol :Il.~ I .... lod "JoUUol bir1b" ol!artir:n -, le'III pto'lIl ..... 
Iy Inlmown to II>; mlllJcll "I •• llsbltllli 

'Ill' ]lIlmp~loU til 110 bocIt 01 1111 dum:b 1I'I1l't till'" ··OllO.t;AII. 
.t>cnion. [our.llitu lnl.ntl<isl.: TIl.)' ,.",.,..,. • line d""""8 01 e. 
hr" ..... 1I·lefrned Inhn' 1901 puU"" II ... "" ope.lnl .S • b~ 
h.,~ stlbll« II ~Uh • suetl"" (I,bev. """ blbJ ..... c,eltl "'8', 
Ott,.r Itoo ,." d""mbo~i'" ,,"'·is. til. "".., ... as In .. i:;fblt 

IlDI J ;'04 'eon :he I.ces.~ beor~ I~ <'GIa:s 0' Ibes. WODen .... 
ye. ago, W'hrn tt.. b-m (inl }tu the "ilE'l!td,;to.s. rd IIWl vilh "'omftr 
who I.cnd with <lla",opll.r .ndini' "' llelt ~n.on<I". bill rho-' 
III!n "0 ,ndori" tnl' ffDooJIllf. no W()1H1I lOll le.,ned It,ro1l8b' 
SOrogrlllnS 11111 their· p'qn •• df5 .. ere ~od wfcls or e,'1!Il 
UJoottu bckI~ 'b~i:r d"Je dlllr. . 
~~ 1~ &ti1aJlot and e:3IIlmd"iI,n p1'OCedun .118 tnUBble ~ 

tbem, "est VQlDfIl', prcgftDnfits could 12 eoit'd '5'(\hc~.1Il ~n"'IIll"c' 
1tI'lI"'Y or lilt .." 01 dlllll8' to lb. oorrix Dr DNS.bM mlll~l; 
DlJI". lo,er p"",,,,,,,tles ri.l<y 01 tmpoostbl~ Allbollib in lllm. , .. "'. 
IpI Qa' needl ...... '" .... >eIl '0 Ilo< .. _ I"" me of lb. h.d """1t!~ n' 
brl!'l8 11 wet, dUoq:tI 'he blnt. can.tl. tbe fells I r 1f:eIjven!d lfWKl. 

lb1 ........ """,'fIa' _Ina ,...iI>l4l .... ' .nobl", <10<1"'" '" til,·"". 
tbe parma .bcm1 flitlin' tilU. Alld ft mflUI3 thll1 tlW womrn. with' 
their ,.nIl .... CD ..,. and bol' 'nd ""urn Ih.l"" cbilf. '"'OJ"" 
"'[!io Ihe l""<'5'Iul tmllJ'@. 

I_Gobg/rtI 
DnCtof of O1Ilteprodldi'i" Freedyo, p-.;m IFId If'e 

Y.."am.~'" Ret'lll Pr~td .. th. ~rr-.n r.roill ... ~ I~-
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The data remain the same; only the confusion is new. Of 
the 1.5 million abortions performed annually: 

• Half of all abortions take place during the first eight weeks of pregnancy. 

• Ninety percent of all abortions oeem by the end of the first twelve weeks. 

• Ninety-nine percent of all abortions are performed before 21 weeks. 

• At 21 weeks or more, the time period during which the dilation and 
extraction procedure is used, less than one percent of all abortions are 
perfonned. 

• After 26 weeks (the third trimester), 4/100ths of one percent of all ' 
abortions occur. 

9/24/96 
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To: 

From: 

Subi~ct: 

Date: 

J Iltercstcd Partio~ 

Jo Qltm' - Vice Pre~iden[ for Government RelaTions 
Allison Herwitt - Legislative Representative 

InfomliltiQn about Abortion Statiliticws 

24 September 1996 

The Alan GUllmacher Insliru(~ (AOI) has been collecling and analy"ins abonion statistic~ since>.&z.£ 
y. Wade Bc:Jow is the latest datil thllt AGI h8$ collected. Contrary to recent news stories and 
columns, then: is no new d:ua. This is the data that hIlS ~pn uied since the debate on 11K 11131 began 
over a ye!l.r ago. 

• It ill C$timaled thQr there arc approximately 1.5 million abortions every year. 

-89% of RII abortions IIlf: perfonned during tile first 12 weeks of pregnancy. 
-18% rake place a1 II-I' weeks or less from the time of the womcul's last 
menstrual period (l.MP). 
·4% take place At 16-20 weeks LMP. 
-I % take plae", lit :2' weeks LMP or Inore. 
-0.04% take place after 26 weeks LMP. 

• Only about 600 a.bortions are performed clICh >,<:ar in the third trimester. 

• A b,,,·';r)l1 <:lata is not c:ollecrt'd I:Iy the method of rhe procedure used to tenniollte the 
pregnancy. 

• The "intact D& E" procedure which has boon ~rmed "panial hinh abortion" by abortion 
oppottents is u.-ed 4fter 20 weeks. 

• 

• 

RQ~ ~W3(!/l allows states to ban abortions after viability (whiCh usually o=un; after 26 
W",,5) except in ~ases of lite and helllth. 4\ states have; pas~c:ll restrictions. Consistenr with 
Rge y Wage. prior to viubility. the guvc:nlln¢lIt does not require the rcporr;Tl8 of the 
re.."lSOns an abonion ;$ performed. 

Of the approximat~l>, 600 abortions performed after viability, only a small pcr.;;cnt use the 
"intact D & E" method. 

/fyou have any qu~cjons QT need additional informadon, please call Ju BlwlI :!II 973-3003 or Alliso .. 

Hcrwin at 973-3047. 
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Abortion debate leaves Dems with dilemma 
III ....... 

faring a ~aUy ch.IIrpdI VOir 

Thundar ODUtthcr toAllllinor ORr· 
.- a pmsiI!cnlia11'tlO OD a blHcl"lll 
aIIorticm pru:ekf, 5euk DemDa'lll 
are IIOIried thlllht iaae uruld CIJIM 
tad 10 blUDt thaD. 

AdnowI .... ~ d&:OIillfon lad ill 
die 1leuuImac rauaII. Seaae MiDoriq 
(...c&du Tam DudIlc (OS.D.) illdiwed 
T...tay tbal!be _..wit:. ~ 
in IheIlDl Coo , . 
. TmparlOlllilntaldbnlDlIy_ 

... a1ll} iIIIWidlrofind a IIirahIe a... 
pawia em ... iIIur., ooce dlrwroil_ 
IlIiDd. .. DulNe drdaml,. rdierriac 10 
abe aIiGrIicwI bIethod ....... intaa eli· 

. bIian UIAl cmaaion. "11 wmId IuM 10 
. bcah!:a1lhalClpllqoi ... ri!MI ia~ . 

&lie haItIa ad ur~ 0" &be raOlkr..· 
Dudir:.1llicn1ioNd ooamn ....... 

. ~ cbalit.ot beD e1ectM: PIO"" 
due u tbr third laD!. 

SeD. D.nid NCI)1Iibm ([)'N.Y.) de
DlJlmcrd ~pnudMn: -u ch.1O iJ6.n. 
ticidc U aIIJIIDnIlhlft Renin ~ pm. 
auy." 

LIlt cam iIbonioD babraliM a foal 
.... nt for the Catholic awrth, widI aD 
apl U.s. cantiD:dr. Jl"l'lllUllPi CJiGuJt 
Onlml" w:co 01 a brim tID the ~ 
~ a IIIrJCtiar at the Capilol dail mODIh. 

'11Ic NatiODll Ri8bt ID lk Commi1ke 
_'IradiIiGmI Wun Cadition arr aIIo 
apearbeading a arnpaip to pawadc 
Coagn:s 10 criJnitlailr the procdun . 
. Following a H[)we vole Ian wed to 
Oftfridr lIle VttO, Senate Democrab are : 
aprca:d to mllSler more thu. IIl4' r1fCn- . 
IIUf !1VOle510 .uaain thevetcuillonl all 

lIMy !law a handful of pro<:hoice 
IqubliCIID. But a.q. an: &. from happy 

~ dose to infanti
cide as ImJthing 
I've ever seen. ' 

-SmMoynihIm 

Iboutping on the ncord on Slch ~ un- . 
popabr iuar mil «OK 10 an election.Ai 
Sea. Byron Dorgan ([)'N.D.) put iJ, 
~ art going to grit their teeth and 
WJIC," . 

AI ltUt two Democrau who votEd 
apmtthebuJ., Sells. SamNwm (l)GL) 
and Patrick leah)' (D-V!.), appear 10 be 
haMglCcondthoughu.lIoth laid Itlry 
weft Dill ready to IiIf how !hey intend '0 
wae. N'mn aaitI, "1lYma'uualird the ir 
-Pft.' 

Dmpn and Kmt Conrad (D-N.D.) 
both mpport Itgalabortion, but pI ... to 
'IOU for an avenide. 1_ jwt hortlt ... 
weekend; raid Camad. ·ami tha.I',rhe. 
lUI! that peDplt calKd about die IIUII,.
He added that;ow offier has recei~ be
twem 5,000 ~d 6.000 Itllm prolndng 
the prooedure. 

In ~, ont ~oict 
Reyubliun seaal.Or, Arlen ~r (I· 
Pa.l, toMThrHm thai he may~ bil 
mind. -J'~ /liD ~sttrting ID COB1IibIenIl, • 
saidSp«1n, who voted 1l1li Dcumhcr to 
keeplhe lare-tcml ~ Iqpl 

Anoder prochcia: RepubIiaJI, Sen. 
§bdia Frahm (R-ia n.) said abe will VD1t 
10 o'lm'ide boec.aUR sbt "d8tikc. the pro
cdllre."lmIi11' KDiar IGJalor, Nam:y 
Kaatbaum (R-Km.), _Ihe will WIr!O 
IWwn the tCCo. At /QI( three other pro
choice 1IeI",b1iaw,jamel Jello,* (H.
VI.),JoIIa ~ (I-RI.) and Olympia 
800M: ~) pIaD to slick wi III their 
preWOUI poIIilioM and vote to uphold the 
reto, therebylu:tping the proceduK ~ 
pi. a.ooonIiDg to a.idcL 

Nine: Senate Democnu put themlelvea 
1m neon! ~I!he procfdW'f Ian year, 
indw:liDg Hany Rrid (D-Nev.'.julcpb 
Sidm (I).DeI.) and John Brea.wt (1).La.). 
Some prrdicled the~ W')uld be more this 
lime around: "II wil: be dOl!ef' lbi5lime," 
aid one memba. 

'112511(;; 

HGweYer, tlw chief Senate whip 00 !he 
l'dD,lIar1wa8oxrr ([)Cdif.) aid ~ 
1101 forfB' wricllL'l pubiN • emBOII"1IithiIt 
~QOCUJ, lArspilepm.'lti~ 

"It will be lirni:ar to tht H Oust ,-lour 
slid, meaniug thai ~he dotsn i f~ u~ 
nifican I .,.1«hc:, on lite li5ue. She added, 
"We could OIIdaw tIIis procedure if lilt')' 
lfOlUf allow 11& an amendma'll 1'0. an ft· 

emptiOD lor the lift and htalt" of Ihlf 
rnotha'_ .. 11Ioi!e OD che olhe.- sick IWuld 
ndw_a poli!ial hoi polito issue. • 
Pm~'IIIK" Sanum. (Il) " 

tlIe leadiaw propmen' or Ofti I iding ~ 
veto. 

W'1lh polls showing weal public lUp' 

pOfllor lhi! proct'dilTe, !be pllH:hoicr 
ClMUlDmty ill WCIf1"ioilbat too. oppoli· 
lion ItaI fouad 11\ elfcc1iR tactic for di· 
WIiII3 thnn. AiIiId if thiJ illi"1y ID 1pIin-
1ft' Ilu: pro-dloia cOIImvnity, Su.JilJ! 

Coh(n of the AlB Guttmacher IlIStkul~ 
IlpJicd. "Thill', indisputable. lI'sartain
Iy pcclinS off pro<hoic( po~lic1a.Ju and 
IORlt prCl"Cboiu VOir .... Wbrther il'l fac· 
tuaI or eOlotiooal i5lhr cpestion.· 

Rep. E1I'I POIDeroy (J).N. D.). who VOI
d 10 o~rride the ·,oelO, rxpccsaed an 
opinioo WI be said ~frecil lhe alilin· 
.\ream in lW llale: "J _lei oonaider my. 
lelf pl'O<';lOkr. bUI this in ft?tebtruiblt 
procutun. It's not a IDiIIh Vttt or a dose 
all-
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)1[TROPOUTA~ MEDrC.U. ASSOCIATES 
4" Enale 5."" 

_. Gle"n Ritt 
lIdi1:o~, Tha Record 
110 Riv ... 1l0aC 
HaCken •• Ck, NJ 0'101 

o.ar liar •• itt, 

£niI ..... d. Sf'" J.",,- 0163 t 
(Zo.l, ,.1-0511 

Ve. ~. ph)"a,iGJ.ana arMS a~11l1.".ti" of Jleuopol1 ta" He41Gal 
Aaaoe1a~ac. ara cleepl,. COho."necl abO\I1: ~. aany inaeouraciu In 
~. articl. p~inted Oft 'ept.~~ IS, ~"6 tl~l84 "The r.q~ on 
•• r~1.1-B11'~h ~t1oft8-. ' 

~. " 

The IlRle1e 1ftee .. eGtly •• aU'~. ~.t JGIA ",.r'fOnM ,. OOD 
"'rtlona • ,.eu 0" fftv_s 1I.~"'.n 10 an. '4 weeJc., of Whieh ., 
~ea.~ h •• r ara ~ l~~.ot dilation ant .y.eu.~10"." Th~. ~ •• 1a 1s 
~a1.. aa' 1. .hown in I'apon. 1:0 tl\e If." "er •• 1' bepartJII.n~ of 
Health _"d docuaeft~ •• Qbal.~ed ... i.nb~ally to tbe _ew ~a~"y 
stat. Seara of Medical z.a.ifte~.. Ibe ••• t.ti.~lc. aboW ~at the 
1:0t;a1 annull n~eI' of &"rt!ona tor ~)l. period. ba~we.n ... ~ and 
31 . J ",..k.a is UIo\lt ",000, vi t.h the ".~OI'1ty of the •• ""oc",", •• 
~.ing between U and :a.~ ve.~a I '%'ha 1"~.c, DIE procudu •• 
cerroneou.ly la .. l.d by abort1o~ QPPOft.ft~ •• 5 Mpar~ial birth 
.bop.~lo"'" iii uGeO only in a saal.l percontlllO- or ca ••• betveen 20 
and 2J.~ ve.k., Vben 0 pny.ic1&ft determines tllat it is the $afcst 
methOd available for tho ~o.an involved. certainly, the n~r 
o~ Lncoct D'£ proced~~es pertor.ad i. hOv~e~e neAr the 1,500 
est!iaatoCl in youz: ar-ticle. MMA Darfor. no t."ird !:~'Jaester 
8bor~ionG. wheT& the stA~e is' permitted to ban Aboctions o~c.pt 
1n cas~s Gt lifo an4 healtft ond~n9.cg8n~. 

8eooftd. ..he article erroneously states that .oc~ yo_en undor90'n~ 
lntact D&Z proeedure. have no •• Qlcal rea.on tar teralnatlen. 
rbe art1cle then Disquotes a phyeiaian rcom Qur clln1c stating 
~h.t "aost ere Medlcaid pati.nts ...• nd »oat are tor alectlve, not 
medical. roa.Qh5 ..• Ho8~ are teenavers.· T~l. 15 II 
aisrepreBentAtioh of the intor~.t1o~ provided to the repo~t.r. 
Cons1s~ent vlth Roe y~ Wade ~nd Now Jersey St.~. lav, we do hot 
.record a ,,"o'l.n·s 5pec::.f1c reason tor having an abortlon. 
However. ~ll proe.4u~es for our MediClid patients are ce~~1r1ea 
•• ~edically necessary •• ~o.uirQd by ~h. New Jersey Depa~t •• ft~ 
of ~~hen Sery1c~s . 

... ....... 
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•• a.~ •• or the •• n.St1ve and cont~oY.rslal nature of ~h •• bo~C1on 
i •• ue, ve ~ •• 1 _h.t i~ 1e critle.~lY i~tt."t to .et ~h. ~.cor • 
• ~rat,bt. 

cc; JIZ'. IAn r1.-,1\, Cv.1e.ioner 
'3 Dep~ •• ftt Of Xeelth 

JIZ'. X.,,1.n Earle, "eoutlva D1~.oto~ 
M.tical .oar. Dr IKa.in_Z's 

'!'he Honorable WUllu .1'.~IlIl!lY 
Uft1te4 St.tee &lft.tor 

'l'h. _e"or.bl. rnJlll: Wftenller.y 
OBit.. ~.te. .8".~OI" 

'lhe Wonorable _o~rt ~.cell! 
VD~t" .tat •• eaftqr •• A •• n 
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HOTFLASH -- URGENT AcrlON REQUIREDl 

"/'h~ Howe YOte 10 override Presit:kn, Clinton ~ veto 011 so·called 'parlial bini.' QbortiOlu/ if 
Q huge victory. II:S the {ITSI time ,ble, Roe II. W"de thaI COIIgfeU Is poised to OUlltlHl all 
abortion procedure . . . If Clinton is fe·elected, you have to come up with Slll'lil"f bills JluJi 
oul/tlW o/her PlOClilUru ••• alld iI'S (I/mosl like rhfJ Wfllafe bill, a win-wul, b'CQUle If htlslRM 
II, I~ demoralIZes hlf 51de, cmllt{ he dnesn 'J, you elletglZe our Side. It Ra.lph Reeel, o~ ~ha 
cnrt.~tan ~oa11~1on at~ur ~ne Housu vatu ~/~O/96. 

IY THESE WORDS ARE CHILLING TO YOU, MAKE YOUR CALL NOWI 

Thanks to everyone who responded ~o our HOTFLASH last we.k to try 
and atop a House override or President Clintonta veto of the &0-
callud "partial-birth" abortion ban. Because o~ calls trom WFF 
agtivi.t. and gthare, the vat. waG hald to a baro majority. Thia 
means the momentum i. Slowed, and the Senate does not have a 
mandata to OVerride, ~ ~ 11 prO-Choice fOreal ~ mgbilizld. 

BUT, ~DpltRl ~ 1a ~9ing inundate4 ~ toxQg and tBlgsrgmg ~ 
Jl1It1-.ohQl~e forces... 18-'1 ~y Cllth.o.ti.c 1l1.abgps... 7ha mb ill :thB 
senlte could Q!l U oarl)" AI. ThundDY. SaptambK ll. Calla are 
needed early and otten to the senate (202-224"'3131) t;o URGB 
SENATORS TO UPHOLD THE PRESIDENT'S VETO. 

Senators should be reminded that this abortion procodure is used 
only 1n the most tra9io oircumstances, and that while they, as 
powerful, privIleged m.~.r. Of society could ·no doubt qet around 
the ban if it wile important to ° mombor of thoir £omily, moot women 
in nood of this procedure would be forDed to ri sk thoi r 1. i veg or 
health if the ban takes affeot. 

DON'T DB LAY - 50KEONE YOU LOYE HAY NEED A CHOICE. 
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ABORTION 
Fro," pace .ilJ 

"This is Iln attempt to undo 
cltoice, rhis extreme: Congl'cu we 
have," said outeoing Rep, Patricia 
,scllrveder, rfte Coloratlo Demo' 
cr:al wht> he .. ded "I' 'he oppolliCion. 
"I find this 8 very·sad VOU' to end 
my career ou.h 

But severa I of her fellow Dlmo
crats joined Republicans on the 
MOUl1e nOOl', belJlJUlg m_bcPB 10 
outlaw such second· arid third· 
U·;meSl.Cr abortions . 

.. I do 8srree with c!l8 ROE! v~. 
Wade decision," 53id Rep. James Po 
Moran, Virginia DcmO«llt. -Wbar 
we are talltirJg abour now is rhe 
ap-lJvery oJ a fetus clearly with the 
!:haJ'f'! and r,,"(';rions of a human 
being." 

Rep. Ralph M. Hall. Texas 
Democrar, read to the House 
quotes from (ormer Surgeon Gen· 
f'1'lI1 ("'. l1.<>eren Kaop, .. bo Cloima 
Mr. Clinton was "misled" by his 
ad. ilcn intu belllO'Vlng part1al. 
birth abtlrtions 'Ire necessary. 

Reps, 'nIny P. Hall, Ottio Demo
crat, and James .1\. Barda, Mi~h' 
igan Democrat, also arguec1 for IIlI 
ovem4e. 

"Those pro·life D'!\moeraf~ 
really showed their stuff;' said Mr. 
Smi~h, the New .Jency Republi
can. "They didnl walle." 

Tnt!lr pro-ChOLce opponents 
claimp.tI the ovp.rride vore was B 

crassly political move rimed CD em
barre~s Mr. ClllllaR and innU(;nce 
the NCM:mbilr elections. 

-nus debate hils nothing ro do 
,.,irh murtt .. rin8 bmbi.,s; it haa 
evel")'thing to do with mun:lerinl 
Inu":' :said uoyd Doggl:tt, 'll::xas 
Demnerat. '" would Silv CD all anti· . 
chOice Republican militants; The 
bJ....m is on ye,.,r hanlSe." 

He added, "This lIIl'Ue crowd 
rhat talks aOOut scissors murders 
- which aren'r occ:umllll today
[nexr1 will be telling AmeriQn 
reapl. ",bat kill4 of bil"\h ClOA~1 
they can use." 

NO. 58? 

Rep. Charles T. Canady diScusses Ille House's vole 10 override a veto 
on a ban 01 partial·birth abortions as ASI). Chris Smilh looks on. 

Others, suc::l! as Rep. X/wier . porranr Juncrure in abortion polio 
Becerra, California Democrat. rics. arriving on rl\e heelll 0' 
asked why Republicans had de· Wednesday's announcement by 
)"yed sched"ling the o .. erride "ore thc Food ana DrUG Adminisrration 
for five month:; afrer Mr: Clinton's thar it has conditionallY aDPruveo 
I\Pl'iJ 10 welO. RU-486, the controv¥t'sial "&bor. 

"[Because) American~ can't. be. rion pill." U is a"peeted 10 be IIvail· 
lieve this pToced.ure exists," reo able by mla-199'. 
IIp<lnded Rep_ Henry :t. Hyde, JI. The Senate and the House also 
!inoia RepUblican. "It has taken rcmllin d@adl"elted in commin .... 
months co educare t!lem:- over a proposal ro allow more 

GOPpresidenlial t'-'lnriitl<lle Rob r'll'd~ fol' (IVC'-:Sl'''~ tJl)ortions. 
Dole, wh"has c:ampru8ned"gainsl AlThough rtl .. ,!;en:lre'haQ not vet 
~hoproc::edure.repeate\llhal ~Ie","; announced when it will vote III 
As more and I1]Ore Amet'lcans override l\fr. Climon'$ "ell>, iI group 

haveleamed ot rhlspracedure, Ih~ called rn@. Child Pr!lrecri~rI . .l:und 
president ha~ ""'en. left Bl,:no=~ I'Ias announced a !!!M5!~ fVCim-
al"ne. defending the indefensible. paign y" Influence pull" .... nn-

",1 t;haJlence the: presIdent fO elC" im:nL a' aliiit Clie prdcuci. 
plaul to the Amencan peol)ie wh~' ." . h - . M 
Ile persists in his false assertions Il\e grou 5 c aIrman 15 ary 
dp.spire !he snt>nS opposirion of Foil en or. WI e 0 ..,~mc JI.I .. 
Dr. Koop and an array of odler 1f6bi!lt_R. Bork. Orgllm~erso( e 
..,eclicalllllchoclUel;· he salel. camP!I'fjn .... Y l.hO: mctJority of 

There well' no fonnlll comment Amerl~l\~ are :iIfIll UnaW3fl: of the 
from Mr. Clinton, hut White House procedure s gnlesome TUlture. 
'Pres;sSecretal"Y Michael McCur,.y The ban.lro"trriaClcn, would al-
said. "We're eanfident we can'sus- low d.octors !u perform the l'~c-::· 
t6in the veto L. Ille Senate." dure only it the), can show It IS 

Ye~nlay':s vote came ilt an im. eS5cnttllJ 10 se"e the mar~ar'8 Hte. 

I.':.>. l \ ( .' l~ , 
, 1 . f' , t 
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NARA& Promoting ReptuductitnJ Choices 

Eii~ 
September 25. 199tS 

The Hnnor:!nlE" FJELD(2) FTELD(I) 
United Stales Senate 
Wl1shington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator FJELD(l): 

I am [TOllhl('ti that many of you, after reading the September 21, 1996 Richard Cohen column. "A 
New Look At Late Term Abonion . .. believe that [he pro-dloice communil}' has provided 
misleading infOl'Tl'lation surrounding the debate gfllR.1833. That is emphatically not the casco 
We have c(lnsi~tently pmvidpc1 the most accurate and complete information available. There are 
no new statistics. The confilsion on this issue is due to newspaper articles that create the false 
impression that women who arc having abortions in the third trimester arc having [hem for 
reasons other than w prorecr rheir life or healr.h. 

Let me reiterate the facts: there is no cvidence that women in thc 7th, 8th. and 9th munth of 
pregnancy are ~eekinr, ahC'lrti<,n.~ that are not necessilry to protect their life or health. RCHJ \'. Wade 
expressly n.Jlcd that states ~ould ban abonion in the 71h. Slh. and 9th month ofprognancy except 
when the woman's life or hl!3lth is in dangor, and in fact 41 states have enacted restricliuns. 

Of the 1.5 mill ion ahortions ;n the Unjt~d States cadI year 89% tak.e· place wi!hln !he tim ~clvc 
weeks of pregnancy (mp@.:nl'!!d from the woman's Illst menstrual period), and 9C)f!1. take place 
within the fiIst 20 weeks of pregnancy, .04% take place after 26 weeks. A.pproximately 600 
abortions arc rerformed ellen year in the third trimester. This is an undispuTable fact documented 
by the Alan Clunmacher Tnstit1lte (A(;'J). the instirurion acknowledge by the Center for Disease 
Control (CDC) as ha-.ing [he must complete information in abortion Dractlce in this country. 

There are, in fact. f~w ('Incrnrs in the c~lInr:ry who pertonn third trimester abortions. Dr. Allan 
Rosenfield, Dean of Columbia School of Public J-Ieahh. poInts OUt in his attached letter to the 
Washj~on p.O!:t that the intaet D&E rmceduro is u!led, • ..... ·hen the phylician, in consultation with 
women. feels that [his is the most appropriate method." 

It is disturhing that thi .. complicated medical issue is beins exploited for politieal reasons. It is 
dcaf from women like Coreen Costello. Vicki Stella, and Mary-Dorothy I.ine that the deei~ion to 
have a late·tenn abortion was indeed a hcart-wrcnchins decision to make, and they all relied on 
the best medical advice that was available to them. These complex medical decisions must 
c(1fltinue 10 reside with medical practitioners to detennine whar is [he best and safest procedure 
for their patients. 

Sim;erc:ly, 

Kate Michelma.n 
President 

Enclosure 
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CSEL.,F ~ 
.. 

:'.;I:.:i!h'::-:S :'\Jmlni:..tr;ltl,)n j('h···.:,l:-;~d th"" volllll"ll.! 1)£ It).)t'\:i tD 

~\'I'Il":'('\ (ir .. :rn I')"'~ lo 1'j,,:L~ Ir jl)m~"'I..!J S() p~r'..:nt) Clnd 
l."It.:I.:tl:J up ,1 "~ltilln\vldl': bu:;i["l~;.; ..... l;:i=,i.:st.ln..:c.! pr{)gr:'llil fc)r 

1..v'I}mo,,:r' by ;:tdd i!'lg 19 nl.!',\f '':('11 I ~:r:~ wh,!r:-e WI",:o CJ n:;o for nl.ln

.1;.;~;rnt..:!)t .lnd 1l1 .. 1r"l,,!tin~ tr:\in.i,1:? In .J ... IJitivn .. tn.! l\dmini::;
tr:lti()11 i:; n::.:r.1"siblc tllr "F'l:,ning UI-"'" fcd..:r:.J1 pnICllrl;:ln"lent 

,:nl1tr\lC($ tu t .... l)n1t.:n .... :J\·vnL.: .... 1 bu:=,in,:,:,s~;:;. insistirlg thnt 5 
···.:r(l.:nt {Jf th..: ~:Ilntr;:l('t:; .~o t\..l VVI)m~~n, Th~ .. ldn'\inistr3.tivn 

~Il ~lpp\Jinct!d;l ~,)mn1ittce ,-1 [ S\.:f'li,tr (.,ffid31s trornlO fed. 
";,,11 Zl,q:en •. :i,'S t.) .)uL1n':-;."'i W01"11~I1'S 12~nnulnil,': i$.';1L1~:;. On~ of 

th~ir fir~t nrJ,~rs \)f bu:.into:;;;; W;)::o t() issue ~"1 repllrt ~hl)wiJ:'l3 
IhJW criri.:."11 wnm,.!n·\) .... :ncd bU::iin":S:S~:i :1r~ to \Jut c:!~on0-
"'y. Pr~:;iden t CI in ton. "b..J .: :'''.1 t.::,j an OCti,;: ~ t thl! White 
I·\l)use to ~n.jIJre th':lt hI,,:' ~lnd 1..1tih!rS in th~ ;L.1ministrotk)n 
hclr' wo[ncn'~ vl,lio~:;. Nl)tt}nly is it ~11i::li.5L.Hi ·......,hh won"\..::n's 
. ..:;r!)l.Ip~. ic br'in:;.,:, hundreds..:d \o",(,nh:,:n tv J:~cu:;;:;ion tables 
r(.'.:lil'." thr..';r tholJ3ht~ I.m poli~y iSSUeS. 

It is worth "~m'::ll\hering th.1t th" COl' l:lb"'<i!,J lon.g~nd 
.1Jrd t,·, d~f;),J t eh.:: I~,)mily M.;d.i.,:~1 Le,wc Ace priur to Clin· 
:lH\'S el..:cti\)n, with Dul~; 1t;.·i1llin~ two filibusrers ~\g'~inst it. 
t'he bill. allowing wOl'kcr, te:> ~:l"'~ up to '1.1 w..:~ks off to care 
f'.1r a 5ick bmily mernber wiehvut icJr.)f 1()Sing th"ir j(1b, fi
mJily p~:;5ed in 199:, Symbolk.~lly, itw"s th~ iirst bill thot 
Clinton signed into l~w upon taking office . 

Si(1c" p<.l<.1r. women and children don't have political 
musch, in Washinsel1<1. cultin); 0 ioJ to them became a kind 
of election year Ping·Pon3 ?I<lp,d by the White HOllse and 
Congre5s. Both .~iJ,,; said something Iud to hoi! done but 
dashed over how. Essentially, the COP 'vants h<lrsnmI!3-
sure::>, includil'5:l tivf'!-year lifecime limir (In b~nefits. At 

pr""" time, Congrorss "".s ""p"cted to send the President a 
bill that inclu.ded some of th~ $(.tt"nin.,; ml::a~ores Presi
dentClinh)n .nd the Democr<lts "'ere in$i;tingon, such as 
JeavingMedicaid. illone and keeping the food stamp pro
gram as a federal "ntitlement.But whether the bill will be 
one that President C1int<)n signs is ~ nybody's guess. The 
main ~~cipients of i\id to Famili~,; With I)"pendent Chil
drc:n (AFDC), the major pl'.);;r:)(1'1 ,If "w.::lf"r~," are <:hildr~n 
(68 percent). Another ~9 percent are WOll1en. the childr .. n 's 
mothers. It ~h<)uld come ~s no surprise that halI or the womer> 
on wdfJre at any .me time are thel'e because of divorce. And 
only 15 percent .)t ~I.1 "'<.'men who go on welfare remain on it 
continuollsly for fi ve years or m,or~. 

With the cuts in .::du(:Hion that Congress has also pro
p<),oe,l, one wonders h"w p>:"plt: wi.lI g>Jt the skills they 
n~"d to j.)in the workf"r'~ a t a nyth i ng' bu.t a. subsistence 
level. if that. While ;:ome prob.,.~m;; all_)w fu"-ti.m.~ colleo~ 
students 1\) ,,':c~i\·F.' ,)ld. the ,\ntlwelbre lobby is tryin~ to 
.,hl.lt duwl1 even th~t 'JFtil)n-.:1nd n:ts n'\..=tt1aged tu do so J.t 
m,lny locallewk And th" kin,l..,( tr"ining that "workfare" 
pn)vidt:::o doesn't ;,111\)'.\1 ,'lnc:; h> ml)Ve .1bl.Hle [(nv.paying, 
d":::ld-~nd jt)bs. "The! ~"::lH'U)nlV ~karlv J.I)~!::in·t h~lve ("\ mil· 
li\,)(1 jl,b:-:o fol;' 1.\Iomc:l''l h'hn d,)t'I:t h.lVl! ~kills fOr th~ inform;)
riul1 ~,S'~." rem;:JrKS "V"L..,lfc. 

N0 on~ ;,.icnie.:> th~t \\I~li:tf~ Ileeds tt:'forln. Sonlt: 3~ 
."it:) t~.s ·He cryh'g l)lI t..l v!lrit:'cy \)f ~lpthJns to se~ \'oIh.lt \.vlJrks. 
ilut :,11 thi~ bJI1~·h"")in::: th.lt h.l~ t;lk.,n up $(.' rnu.:h of C..,n
;,;rl.!.' .... · tinl~ recently i;;. :tb~\Llt .. 'I "'t;r)' :::.nulll p~n:t!l"\ti)Gt: of 
t~,1cr"l sF'"n,li n~, ;\FOC J 11'10 <'111 l,; ll) ,)l1ly 1 pc,,; .. nt ... f t'~d
!~r;'1 sp~('1din;.:;.I3L1t then, PI)Lll' }"r~l.)pI0 ,.i.)n'r h.:tvc a :itrl)I'g 

/obL"yin "\'.H:hin.~h.lIl. 
LORRAINI: DUSK.Y i:i the .luthur of 5[11/ U(lP.fll.JOJ: The ShOfllf!ful Truth 
AbOIIt Wome,., andju:itice in Amaica. [0 be pIJbli.sh~d byCr(,lwn chis iJII. 

~l:ll .. ~f"rsF.RSELFI·)·ICI 

~e1~ 

There are times when you have . 
to speak. out. This woman did-and 
made a difference. 

E"licr this 7e,,,, President Clinton veeoed a bill thae wo"ld 
haye b,"'ned whac has been dubbed the 'partial birth";&bar- . 
tion, a .... rely performed, bee-term procedure. Defea[ed on ". 
the naC;onallcycl. proponents of this bill turned to the Hac.. . 
level. Similar bills were def<!ated ;n C;oJifornia, Washington 
and Maryland but passed in UW and Michigan; cu":'ently, 
bill. are pending in New Yorlc and Illinois. 

In veeoing the bill. Clinton crediced the congressional '~m;" . 
n1 orsever:ll ... omen with inRuencing his d,,(;";on. One of them 
was aaudia Crown Ades of Los Angales. This is her testimony. 

My ~ is Claudia crOwn Ades. I h ... e·been married to Richai'd 
Adesforfive·yeOV'$. ',,: " .. ',:." . '·(·f.';" ,. ' .. :', 

Three Y=S iIgO. when I w:IS 26 weeki; into Whal seemed Iike:t :. '. . 
periect p",in'ancy. I made rl.e decision al~~g;..;m my ~;;ol",)) /'-; ,:. 
hlVB ~~~~~tCsiS.-.~~: ~~:. ih~~·.i~·~~ \~/;.~~~:~~.i~~,~~~.~~j;<f( .:.::::~:;; ',' 
womed about declining that test. I """"t to my doaor. Them ...... no " r .. ,.',;". ,/ .. 

~~~~~~~4Pl;~~~~T~i~ 
tQ be a routin~ examination. of a heiddJy ~by;'J'he n""t. day, there :.,,'.,:' ;.:.: :,,' ',,.. 

~. a ~.I; ·~f~ 'rik~ Y~~;·J.?·,~~·~·ba~~:i~:.~~~~:~~ .. ~.·~·~~;t~·$~·~~:/~~;~;" 
a look at your ul~~~c!, ~I,~s~. dO..n.'t ~o_ct: ! ~o.~',~ ~iiili: ,~'s ~.' ;',):(,.\.! ;~:,:,::i:;:::: 
anyth.ing,a. h_~: ~1 .. ~~~~~·~~~:~~t~~J:.:j;.;~~~~;g;~2~~~:tr' ~',~ .' ... ~.: .. ,,',.!; ~r .Jf.?J~·r. ::~. "l. ":::~~::. 

You <;an't tel I a ptegn:!tlt)'!lOman nat to . ".'.'~.".''' 
His: . ~ru.e;·~m~~d~~',,;-l.;e,td~ifdt~ . ~~""f.;~ 

.. ' ~,. .,:.' .:.~;!;, ....... ;. ·.·.~~:·I-··'·I .... · . .lI;~~, .. ;,;~· 
my baby's brair!. tfe ~;alled ~ P;)ndy .~k!=~ ~ 

. ·that~any'Pe~Pte'·~~··~~~.~:~~~~ .~ ~ ... ~v 
an im inn";'L'On <h.;~cFlwi«(k·a.::;1CI b,t~"·"'i.'rii:ihe~ 

·ijlr~~~~it~j'~~i! 
mO~j::::~~~~~~~jf?~~[,~t~,~~J~"'··'·~~~::.' 

~~,;1t~~~~~~~~:~ 
ThIS was .. hen our first fears were reaJIzsd. Ai. tha1:moment we ~,,""'~:"."'''; '.:" 

. , '~"'.' '.' .. .' • " .. ' ~,t I' :: ... -:;-. • ...... :,.. ~ •••• ..: '.~~:.' ••• ' ': • .'.:-..,'. <:', 
IeJlTled thac In addilion iO a fluid·fi//P"d, nonfuncaonaJ brain. Ouf.sari i;:;.)!;'J:· ... ': 

• •• ., : •• ,.' • ,'. < '. • ." '; ~.~ .:',' ".;.1' . 
had a rmIformed he3~ with :!large 'hole bet:Ween the chambers tIw; ':', . . .... " 

w:IS preventing normal bk.od flow. ~ h~ais;;'~eI~pe,i~": :.. ' .. 
exu-emely brge cyst rolled ~kh ;"c<!stinal maaer. arid hyPenelorlc . 
[~normaJly wide.setj erell, at!other.in·~ICation .:;ts.;,ve,..;,·~n,dam. .' , 
;ge. We I'l<er found oue thac chese ::ymptoms add<>d up to Trisomy . 
13. aseriotis chr~1 disord~ ~". ,t;' .~~ ::-.~·~.:~>\~i,:·~:<:, ;,:', .. '. '.' ... : 

With cath new bit'ofinformatiOn.the Ie3i's floWed ~er. Richard 

", 

.... " 

~ holding me. I <h"';ght we''';'''..., the o~ pM~ in the ~ who 
Iud ever heard 'such c!evasuting riM We wanied chis baby'de$per
Mely. This was aUf' $On, We were 'p,epanng Oi.tr amily and Our world .' 
for him. And no"", we had to prep3/": for:a ~edy: Aw'st went tho . 

... 

baby-n:1lT1e books, the shower inviQt;QfU: the fim bi~,dayp3l'ty, ',' 
<he b3Seb:lll &"mes. <he bar mitr.ah. Away Went our ~eam. . '., , 

Along wi<h the tears. the questions flowed. Could a cardiologi~ 
fix ou .. $On's l\"aM:~ Could a n"urosur- . '. Continued 011 page 225 

, .. . ;. . ~ . ..' ~ ' . 
'. ','. 

" 
l1J ':. ' .... 
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Once tht! IC;.h.i~r in ~llntr~lL ..... ptivc P.!

s..:'ar,ch, for~;,(;l n'lpk. th is~() • .1 ncrv now I)f .. 
f~rs \"Onlen fl:w~r cYPI::~ IJf ~':";n.truct.!p
tivtls thall other inJ~lstri"I.,_ltiun';.ln rh,;, 
19805, tens of thuu.~"nds L-;f worn .. n in
jured by a defective ':Llnt~a.:"ptive. thtl 
Oalkon Shiel.d. h.~g(ln wi ""in!) suits 
against th~ manul~-:turN. A. H. Rubin., 
Company. that eventually totJI~d bil
lions of dollar!;. R"bins was f<lund to 
have knowingly mislo;!d doctllrs <lnd pa
tients about tht! devic.(;; $~f,~ty, but firn'l$ 
guilryof nIlWTongduing fear",.:! th~t they, 
too, could be SUOld. Almost all tht! com
panies researching n.,w con traceplives 
abandontld the dfort. 

The $m.ller but still subst"ntial med
icalli.:lbilityawards won in suits a;;~in5t 
d(lctors by parents of b~bies born with 
various birth defects hove illso drasti
cally raised the c,,~t of malpractice poli
cies for doctorS who practice obslettics. 
Many general pr:lctitiono::rs and family 
physicians who used to del iller as part 
of general medicine have found the ob-

PAGE: 06 

~t~trk,,1 c()vltr:lge rhL!Y nc~d prohi
bitiv",ly e"p~nsiv~ ~nd hilV~ d.t<Jpp"d 
.,bstdri~s (rom their practict!s. Even 
some ob/gyns h~ve b",.m discourag~J 
from ac<:epting high-risk pregnuncies. 
Across the counlry, and especially in 
rural .Jreas and pour jnn~r cities. m.ore 
and more women now havt! difficulty 
finJingadO«lu~te medical car" during 
pr"gnancy al,d en ildbirtn. 

This is a touchy and technical b;;ue. 
P~tients who <lfe vicrimized by negli
g€nc" or incotnp~tence obviously de
serve ad~quatecompensation. But doc
tors who an" willing to undertakt! risky 
proco::dures r~quir",d by their patients 
and companies crying to dev;,l.op new 
treatm,;,nts and teChniques also need 
protection against financial ruin be
cause ~)( complications or deaths that 
inevita bly occur. 
BERYL LIEFF BENOERLY i. me ~uthor or I" Her 
Own /l.igh~· The In.titulo of Modicin.·s Cuide to 

Women's Health luues. to be published by tho 

National Ac.demy Pre", this fall . 

. '. r;rhe P~rsonal ana ..... .... i·:·;:~·'·'~c.:y> 
. . . the. Political -. .1',:'; ,._",. 

c~n~nued from pagd13 .. .. ,;)~< .... ~ .., _ .' .;;:..>~~;~~<:::d.;;r; 
· geon repair hi~ brain? COUld an eye surgeon .. , ·.,mined how wide my cervix .had:.to. be. ,to 

halp him to see! Could this baby $urvive? ~ .. ' ." remove' ,;;y'baby safely and gantry ~d p'r .. ~~i 
,'thllrl!! anything. anything Jt all. that could bti:.;~ mY'un;~ eromtearin& LMng 10.miri~_aw.ay; 
:' .' ". _"'" . \ ........ ' , . '''. ,'" ,." . ,~. .;'"".'" '. f,.~, 'i~ .. 

. '} done! .ThCl answers ...,-e empha,ically nO/'1e ./,:·.Ric/\ard and '.:were .1u~ el)O'lgh.'9 go;!!.o!!!e_ 
•. ,:. . ~. . .• \'1 , "',. I""',' , , ' , .. " r. ',' '., ," 

was au; wot'S[ nightmare and it was real E-.en " ;betWeen triwr'nenu: Many of Dd'1cl':fahon's 
· "!f my' 50niurvived the pregnancy. he had .n~·~:e;)iati~n~c~o from ~u.i of Stat~~si,§'~.i~~ 
• :.'J!>ance of.l!re. Everyday meant ~n and ~~~:.;.;.o~e;,co~'~~"Bel.tl8. ab!e.co gO.~~~t. 
· i rure for hIm. What were we gOIng Ul dol As ·,: .. own co~ng he.me was a luxury I.~~.~, 

.... hisinother.1 could notillow my child to suffe~' ". >lll';·';·~ti"' proces.s took thn;.;diy;,~'n.;;;.;; 
· '1 ..' '-" - • . .' ._, ., ¥'. ".""". '. 
: ::~'By thiSlime, a ,""""ieisthad joined us to d~: .,were '';'0 scissors subbed. In (h;'·~act('!t.hi'· 
'iW Our options. We We"t through them 2JL I /~:,iiead. no br.iins sUcked ou~no .ki:ii,i~'~l:'Jsh.d 

.. cCiild carry tOterTn. i could have a ce=ean:'i >:.3ndno pan; to my~: \. ' ...•.. :'~~'~(~f~~5;}i 
· •. Could induce prematUre lab..,. in .the maternitY· ',: ;.·'li':lTOniCiny, the 'mal day of my proCeCtlire'~' 

.. . . " ". J~:I ...... ~... ,.... , . . . ~ ..•.. , .• ~, .•. 

. ward.. All of those po$ed high nsles for me. and ,:"Yoin !<ippur.·me holiest day of.th"Jewlsh.~.: 
more' pain and suffering for;"y SOre The doc-:'~:O~ Ya~ ICippur.we are asked Co n\Ou"-'.(fIo~ 
tOn felt tim .n Intaa Dilation and Extractio~ ··5 .... ;, hawe' pasied and pr.ly to God Co .i1iscMbe 
pnuct DiE) would be the safest for m';;' my' ';)~~into'~he Book of Life. I p~yed "";;';;'"th:lll 
baby and for my future children. This is ~~n .... one pe~n Qn p~ I wu pnying for:ali ~~: 
we learned about. Dr. James McMahon ru1d his . :.,Alrhoug" I n"""r imagilWld I would be faced 
dinic in California_ '!. (' .... : with such a decision. I can honestly saT that for 
. When I met Dr. McMahon. I asked hi"'; only" many reasOtls. I feel very blessed. First,,' I ~ 
one question: 'Would my baby be in any pairi!" '. ·able.to find out when I did_ SeCond. '.1 .~d 
This kind :IIld sende man usUt'ed me he would', ""cess to the finest medical care In the wond. 

not. He specialized in c::I5e!i like ours-famflies "k,.j third, I live in a place where my rigllu u an 
in crisis and tr.Igedy. He explained the pf"OCeo '.' Individual have not been cOmpromised. .:(;,:;::.: 
dure step by step to us. Ho set our m;nd5 ~t .•. :::: Though I pray that no one has to go thrciUgt.· 
ease. We kn_ we were in good hands. ".:' ..;rot we did. there ar" people who wfll)1any 

The procedure was difficult and painful. Dr.' 'fa'milies who are opposed to abor~n hive 
McMahon PIIt me u"der :lne.thesia 'Uld insen:- chosen this procedure. Nving coine to realize 
'ed Ltlmincrla (a type o( seaweed) to 510wfy iu necessity. All .. amen should have.the pro
dilMe my cenix. He and his staff were COIT1pa1- tection, me guidance and the acce5S tha~ mod
sionate and patient as he painstakingly deter- ern medidne allows. -Oaudia Crown Ades .. 
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Fn~ thoss on both sidee of the aboreion issue, late-term abortions are 
particularly troublinq_ At no other time i~ the claah between II. woman's right to 
ehoose and a fetus' right to develop more evident ~han when the fetus may be 
advanced enough ~o ~urviv& outeid~ the womb. 

'/ 

But the vote before the U.S. Senate this week iQ not about defending the 
procedure that oppononts call pllt'tia1-bi:&::th abort1on !'lnci doctors call intact 
d1lation and 8xt:&::action. It is about ke<:>ping govo;ornment out of privClte 'medical 
and mo~al d9ci.lona that are best mad~ by a woman in consultation with her. 
doctor, her family and her God. 

Last Week, the House overrode P>:'8sidtint Clinton' 0 veto of Il measure that 
would han tho rarely used l~te-~erm abo:&::tlon procedure. Clinton. who haA,long 
held that Ilbortion ahould be "safe 4nd legsl, but rare,- ye~oed ·the measure in 
April aft .. r Republiea.ne refused to include an exception allow.l.nq such aborticne 
',in eases where a woman 'Il health is endangGrad_ 

The ma~ter now gO@"!l to the U. S. ,Senate. If th'e Sen.:ate fail .. to uphold 
Clinton'iJ veto, the abortion procedur& would be the first to be outlawed since 
the Supreme Ccurt upheld women's right to choose in 1973. Mor@ chilling, for the 
first tl..rnfO,· Americ'an doe tors could go to prison for performing 4 medical 
procedure t~ey consider in the best interellt of their patient. 

ThEi issue i9 not whe'l:her int:act dilation and extraetion ie a grisly 
proc"dure_ It is. And it is .par~icularly ,disturbing if, as. a recent Waehington 
Post article reported, Ilom~ w~m$n elect the procodure for nonmedical reasons. 
But the real issue is whether government snould,pa88 a single lllw'meant.to ~pply 
to every woman's ci~~um~tanceg_ 

viki Wilson of FreRnn, Calif., had the procedure not b~cauBe her own life was 
.'.in danger but beeR"'6;;' ahe learned late in pregnanoy that her baby' B brain had 
grown outside itR h~ad. Claudia AdgQ of Los Angalee had the procedure af~er four 
doctors t:ol<:! her it ",as the ~afeet and most ,humane way t.o end hor prilgnanoy. Her 
26-week old FI!t.UA h"d a .. aver91y malformed-brain, a hole in its heart and no 

'chance tiC ~urYival. And vikkl Stella of Naperville, Ill_, had the procodurD 
because she found nut." lat:a ;"n her prSlg'nancy that: her'baby had no brain_ "1 
wanted this baby," she eai<:!_ "I choee to take him off life support, whioh was my 
body. Congl"Qse h"" no right interfering in our li,'.'ed dnd ou:r ~ra9'eCliee;" 

No law can address the myriad of circumstancBs that lead women to have an 
abortion 1n the late otage8 of pregnancy. Among those who choose tho p:rocedure, 
'many are poor, youn'). ignorant .. bout thef..r bodies, or the 'victims of rape or 
~nceet, say the handful of physiCians who perform it. If govern~nt is to have 
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any roie in curtailing abortions. it 8houl,d be to ensure t::hat every woman has 
accesa to family-planning services. That is especially so in a state auch aa 
Georgia, where poor women wait up to Bi~ WQB~a to ,get contraceptivee. 

Government hae no role. howo;.ver, in t'h. very private, often wrenching 
deci. .. ion" that ... o ..... n mAke About the.l.r reproduction., With the vote ln' the RO\UII~, 
the religiOUS riqht has seored a b!.g win in it" battle to at-rip women of ttle!.r 
right to choo,,~., It's up to t.h., Senate to turn back the extremist foreea. 
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THE CONGRESSION~L Post offic@ is under siege. The Christian coalition, thB 
catholic bi;'hops anu othere have sent a million ·preprinted postcards U7.'qin9 
Congress to ban a pr-n" .. ,dur-e they incorrootly term ·partLal-birth abortion. n 

They urge Congress to nv~rride Prosident C11nton'S veto of a bill 
criminalizing this l&t~-term abortion procedure, correctly termed intact· 
dilation and extrac~lnn. 

Bu·d.ed among thfl! mnllnt:ain of maii· are several dozen h.tters f.om women who 
have had an IDE abortion. They are beqging Congress not to. criminali8e the 
procedu:r:e that e"'vlilri thei r lives. Thalle are rcal familifl!s wit.h wanted· 
preqnanciaB who faced tragic circumstances. Their words are compelling: 

• 

"Dear Member;, of Conqress: 

"My nante i.a Core<ll!n Costello and I am wrltin<;r to you on behal·r of my family 

"On March 24, 1995, when I was seven month a pregnant. an ultraeound revell.led 
thet our thir.d r.hild, a darling baby girl, was dyin9. she had a lethal 
neurological disorder and hed been unable to mova any part of he~ tiny body for 
almolJt twe months she was unable to _allow amniotic fluid and, ae a reBult, the·.· 
excess fluid was pudalinq in my uterus. 

··Our ·physicians discussed our options with UB. When they mfl!ntioned 
terminating t.ho pregnancy, we rEljfl!cted it "out of hand. We are christians and 
conservative. We belifl!ve utronqly in thfl! rights, value and ~anctity of the 
unborn. Abortion waB Bi~ply not an option we WOuld ever consider. Th~s was our 
dau9h~er. We aSKed our pastor to baptize her in utfl!ro. We named her Kathar~ne 
Graco 

"Amniotic fluid continued to puddle into my uterus at a rate of great· concern 
to my doctors. I was ca.rrying an extra 9 pounds of fluid. It became inarclloingly 
diff!cuh: to bre""h, to uit or walle. I could not sleep. My hea.lt.h was rapidly 
deteriorating. 

·'lie consiC1ered a caesarean section, but experts at Cedars-Sinai Itoapital felt 
that the riaks to my health and possibly to my lite were too great. A CaeSarean 
section is done to save babies. In my case. even if a Caesaroan could ba done, 
Katherl.n" would have dicd the moment the umbl1ic .. l cord was cut ... 
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"'this procedure allowed mE! t:Q c'htli';'er my daughter in'l:Qot_ My hueband and I 
",ere able to &&8 'lIId hold our daughter. I will never forget the time I had with 
her, nor will I forgR'I: har preciouB face. ft 

• 
Dltar Member or Congreee: 

My n~mp ie Vikki Stella_ My huaband Archer and I live in Naperville, Ill. We 
have three children 

~A little lees than two years ago I was in my thi-rd trimester of pregnancy 
"11th a 

much-wanted "on _ But thon at 32 w&9ks, our wor'ld turned upeido-down. (M)y Bon 
wae cUagnosea with at leaet ,nine major anomalies I thes& included Ii fluid-filled 
cranium with no brain tiaaue at all 

·Our option. were extremoly limited becauce of my diabetee: r don;the.l liD 

well as other people so wai~in9 for normal labor to occur, inducing'labor early. 
or having a c-aeotion would have ha~ potenti~lly severo health conaequence. for 
me. 

"The (IDE) procedure was gen~le and our baby boy wae delivered intaot. We 
held him and aaid our goodbyaa. We named him Anthony. He oould never have , 
survived OutSide my womb. so 1 did tne kindest thing, the most loving thLng I 
kn .... to do_ I took my Don off life eupport.u 

• 

~Dear Sir/Madame. 

'"lIixactly one year ago I' had an intact 'dilation and evacuation (IDE) because 
our 80n, our first child, had Bevere hydrocephalus. HydrocephaluD occurs when 
there 10 too much fluid in the head and a brain cannot develop. • 

~As our Don could not swallow, he waa not abaorbing amnLotic f1uidr this 
fluid would have continued to develop and could have caused my uterus to 
rupture. In addition to the fluid problem, if our aon had died in utero, the 
resulting to_ins could have required a hysterectomy." 

"There is a lot of confusion as to hOw thene procedures are,p9rfo~d. Let me 
tell you how it is done. No sci!ll!lore a're u'.ed and no one ,Bucked out o .... r a",h's 
brains_ A simple needle was used to drain the excess fluid frnm hl.e head to 
allow him to pal!ll!l through the birth canal undamaged. 

"I am .. re'1i.tered Reputllican and Illy hUBband and I are practLcing' Catholics. 
We believe that God led ue to the beet,doctors, who r~~nmmend~d'the beet 
procedure for Our circumstanceD, We are expec~ing another baby in seven weeks, a 
chiid that miO'ht never havtj been poseible had we been ,forr.~ri by i ll-advl ... d 
legislation to have a procedure le •• appropriate for our circ~metancee.~ 

Mary and William Line 
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D~ar Honorable Representatives: 

PACE e 

~ You have Been the di~9rams of those sweet little Gerber-like babies. How we 
wish our baby looked like that. Our baby wa~ riddled with derormitles that, 
frankly, are not pleasing to the aye - but h@ was our 90n. 

This isn't simply a late term abortion. It'A ~ b~dly n~~ded medi~al 

prooedure. Thie i8 mediCine, not politics. 

·We are the tftmili",s who will forev~r have a hole in our· hearts. We are 'l::ha 
families that had to ehoose how our babies would die. Now ~Q ask you, no, WQ baq 
you, on behalf of all thoBe unfortunate worn,;,u who come after us, to vigorouBly 
join President clint¢n in support ot women's health and families Ln crisis, and 
OPPO~8 this hainous'1egislaLion. Thank you. 

_ Sincerely and r9ape.c:tfu~_l)' .• _ 

Richacd and Claudia Crown Adea 

.. * 

ConqrsuD is scheduled to vote 'to override President Clinton's veto this 
month. It will rleeirlA whA~ ~he future holds for the hundrQda of familiee t~at 
cely on this ,,,,,,,dically necessary procel1ure when 5 wantDd pregnancy has gOlle 
horribly wr.ong. 

David Nova iF.! public 8TTElI.rs director for P1ann~d Parenthood of tho;, Blue 
Ridge, Inc. 

GRAPHIC: GRAPHIC: Gary Viskup1c/NewBday. 
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HEADLINB. OVEMIDE THE VETO 

RODY, 
Li~ten to an assisting nurse descr!bepartial-blrth abortions. 

(The doctor) delivered the haby·g body and arm .. -~ everyt.hing but the head. 
The dootor kep~ the baby'S head just i~side the uterus. The bAby'g little 
f1ngere were claeping Ilnd unchu.ping, and hill foot were k.l.cking. 'Then the doctor 
stuck the .. c:i .... or .. through the back of (the babY·B) head, and t'h ... baby'S 'arms 
jerked out in Ii flinch -- a A~artlod reaction, liKe a baby does when he thinke, 
he might fall. The doctor upene4 up the 8ciesors, stuck a highpowered auotion 
tube into the openint;J, and s"I"'ked tho baby'., brain. out. Now the baby wss 
completely 1 imp, 

And that practi.ce haa the endorsement' of the Pre'sldent of the Uni.tQd States. 
After Conqress voted in April to ban partial-b~rth abortions, Bl11 clinton 
considored ~t wo~th a veto to proteCC 8uc~ a grisly act. As usual, be-wrapped 
his pretense securely In deceit, claiming the procedure eomecimee was necessary 
to protect a mother·s life. That is patently false. 

the 

For 008 thing, the bill he vetoed would permit the procedure ~f it were 
necessary to save 8 mnth",r. But more important, no such instancee have been 
found to exi5t. Tormer Surgeon General C. Everett Xoop waa ch~ritablo about 
President's remarks. "r believe that Mr, Clinton wa .. mislod by his ,medical 
adv~8er .. on what ia fact and what, i.s fiction in reference tola~e-tDrm 
abortion, " J(oop "'Rye, ., Because in no way cilin I twist my mind to see tha.t 
'late-term abortions as depcribed -- you know, partial birth, and then 
deBtruction of the unborn child before the head is born'-- ~s a medical 

the 

nece56ity £o~ the mother." 

Supporters of the praetice also claim it ie per.formed only raroly and in 
Cl!ules of /;lover@' fotal abnormDlity. Thos'e are lies aEl well., A New .Tersoy reporter 
covering "women'e iBsues" for The Record (and appar8ntly no eympatb~&er of ~he 
pro-life mQvgm8nt) recantly found that doctors in her Btate perform at least 
1,500 parti .. l-birth aDortions each year-- mont of them oloctiva. "We have 
occasional amnio abnormality," one doctor told her, ·'but it'e a mlnY8Cule 

, amount. ' , 

Indeed, the women flanking, Clinton wh'eit he BilJn~d the veto conoeQcd ,the 
President mielad the public into thinking their lives' had been in jeOpardy. "Ky 
procedure was elective,'· claudia Adee told rernrt~ro, "as wOrD all the othor 
(a.bo,.~f~nl;l of tho) women who were Dt the White HOLise yest6l'rday.'· . , 

AmarI '"'n''' havQ learned not. to expect any bel.t.er trom the hollow m&n who 'ie 
Preaid~nt. But congress nas an obligation today to o~erride hie mieguided ~.to, 

,No ~XCUBe exig~a for Buch lawful brutality Qf infante. A nation that will 

PRGE: 12 
raJ 004 



SEP-24 96 17:36 FROM:WOMENS OFFICE 202-456-7311 TO:61647 
011125/118 11: 00 B202 ;\!lfi RI~'. F.OP J.TRRARY-NFlIR '-- _ ..... -------

The Richmond Times Dlopar.nh, SoptCimbar 19. 1996. 

tole.rate this is. indeed. lost. 
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