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Democrats won women

with talk about values
Barbour briefs governors on GOP poll

By Ralph Z. Hallow

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — The
GOP’s post-election poll revealed

. the Kemp-Dole ticket and its con-

gressional candidates lost with
women,
women, mainly because President
Clinton and the Democrats were
better at talking about values.
“Clinton talked much more
about values than Bob Dole did”
Republican National Chairman
Haley Barbour told Republican

governors assembled in Grand

Rapids yesterday for the final day
of their annual conference.
“We cannot be complacent in

the battle of ideas because the’

other side has shown it is willing
to use them,” he said. “A lot of vot-
ers whoagree withus on the issues
didn't vote for us.” .

Mr. Barbour briefed the gover-
nors privately on the poll that the
Republican National Committee
took the day after the elections.

“In the past, married women
tended to vote Republican in equal
proportion to male votdrs,” Mr

Barbour said. “Republicans lost =

support among married women
this year [in both the presidential
and congressional elections].”

The good news as Republicans
here saw it is that their leaders in
Congress have a strategy for sus-
taining their success in becoming,
for the second election in arow, the
majority party in Congress.

That strategy i§ one the gover-
nors have been urging: Get things
done quietly in the next Congress
by building ¢on the GOP agenda in-
crementally, as they did this year,
instead of trying to enact a conser-
vative revolution in one loud burst,
as they attempted to do in their
first vear as the majority in the
House and Senate in 1995.

“We're going to keep .our heads
down, below the radar, and enacta
balanced-budget amendment and
a few other things, and let Clinton
take the lead,’ said Ohio Rep. John
A. Boehner, the House GOP Con-

especially married’

ference chairman.

He and other GOP lawmakers
invited to the governors confer-
ence said congressional Republi-
cans would let the investigating
committees in Congress and the
press look into possible transgres-
sions by the Clinton administra- -
tion and the Democratic Party. -

In explaining the lowered-
volume, lowered-profile approach,
Grover Norquist, a GOP strategist
attending the conference, said,
“Republicans will do budgeting,
cut the budget, and ‘salami-slice’
the welfare state to make it
smaller, the way the [political] left
‘salami-sliced’ the welfare state 1o
make it larger.

“The Democrats, when they
controlled Congress, never held
news conferences and said, ‘Ron-
ald Reagan wants to cut-on the

- budget, but we’re going to make it

bigger every year instead, ” Mr.
Norquist said. “They just went
ahead and did it” ‘

“What they [GOP congressional
leaders] are talking about is find-
ing the best strategy to get to our
goal, and sometimes you just have
to run running plays,” Virginia
Gov. George I Allen said.

“You can't always do it on throw-
ing the bomb. Sometimes yvou have
to do it off-tackle” Mr. Allen said.

The Republican Governors’ As-
sociation passed a resolution pro-
posed by Mr. Allen to endorse
James Gilmore, the Virginia at-
torney general, as the “presump-

"~ tive Republican gubernatorial

nominee.” Mr. Allen cannot suc-
ceed himself as governor under
Virginia law.

House and Senate GOP leaders,
who addressed the conference on
Monday, were given much credit
for passing and getting signed into
law the legislation ending welfare
as a federal entitlement,

Iowa Gov. Terry E. Branstad,
new head of the governors group,
said a comparable accomplish-
ment in the next two vears would
be passage of a balanced-budget
amendment to the Constitution.

Che Washington Cinmes
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New bill
sought
for ‘birth’

abortions

Sen. Daschle urges
review by Clinton

By Brian Blomqguist

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Senate Minority Leader Tom
Daschle said he believes Demo-
crats and Republicans in Congress
can find a suitable bill that bans
partial-birth abortions except
when the health of the mother
would be seriously endangered.

Mr. Daschle said no exception to

the contentious procedure would

be made for a deformed fetus but
partial-birth abortions should be
allowed to avoid endangering the
“long-term serious physical health

. or physical being™ ol the
niother. '

The Senate's top Democrat told
reporters yesterday he has talked
with President Clinton about re-
visiting the partial-birth abortion
ban, which Mr. Clirfton vetoed on
April 10. The Senate fell nine votes
shy of overndmg the veto in Sep-
tember. '

“The very day the president ve-
toed the bill, he and I talked and
agreed that I would attempt to pur-
sue ways, working with many of
my colleagues, to find a solution to
the impasse,” Mr. Daschle said.

Mr. Daschle’s staff yesterday
could not say which pro-life sen-
ators have been approached to
work on a compromise bill.

Mr. Clinton vetoed the bill be-
cause it had no exclusion for the
“health” of the mother, which the
Supreme Court has interpreted to
include a woman’s emotional well-
being or her age if she is young.

The bill that Congress passed
included a life-of-the-mother ex-
ception, but no exception for the
mother’s health. The language
said the ban “shall not apply to a
partial-birth abortion that is nec-
essary to save the life of a mother
whose life is endangered by a
physical disorder, illness or in-
jury: Provided that no other medi-
cal procedure would suffice for
that purpese’

“He will veto the same bill
again,” Mr. Daschle said, summa-
rizing the president’s position.

“Obviously, it's a complex issue
and details need to be resolved, but
the president and Senator Daschie
areonthe same page on this issue,”
said White House spokesman
Barry Toiv.

Abortion opponents immedi-
ately pounced on what they called

“diversionary tactics” by Mr.

Daschle, who voted against the
ban, against the override and who
received a 99 percent rating from
the National Abortion Rights Ac-
tion League last year.

“He hasn't changed anything at
all” said Douglas Johnson, legisla-
tive director of the National Right

' to Life Committee.

Sen. Rick Santorum, Pennsylva-
nia Republican, who is pro-life,
said there is no health-of-the-
mother issue that would cause a
doctor to use the procedure.

Since it takes three days, he
said, “this procedure would never
be used in an emergency. Other
procedures are available that
would more adequately protect
the health of the mother It’s not
done for health of the mother but
purely for convenience of the doc-
tor”'

Also, abortion opponents at-
tacked Mr. Daschle’s suggestion
that the ban_apply only to partial-
birtfL abortions in final trimesTers
— the seventh, eighth and nint
months of pregnancy.

“We're talking about the final
trimester here,” Mr. Daschle said.
“And what we're trying to do is to
find a way in the final trimester to
preclude convenience as a reason
for having the procedure done.”

But 90 percent of partial-birth
abortions are rior to

the diipﬂdﬁ,___mleﬂﬂ‘..Mf_-JDMn
said; and_the congressional ban
that_was vetoed was silent on the
time of the procedure.

The procedure, medically
known as intact dilation and evac-
uation, involves the partial deliv-
ery of the fetus through the birth
canal before the doctor kills it by
sucking out the brains.

There are no reliable statistics
on the number of partial-birth
abortions performed. The Centers
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion estimates that of the nation’s
1.3 million annual abortions, about
1.3 percent are late-term abor-
tions.

Mr. Santorum said there was lit-
tle chance of a compromise based
on Mr. Daschle’s comments.

“What we're trying to do here is
to find a way to ... deal with the
impasse,” Mr. Daschle said. “My
expectation is that this is not going
to be easy.”

® This article is based in part on
wire service reports.
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The
Amencan
College of

Obstetiicians and

Gynecologists

April 9, 1996
William Jefferson Clinton
The President of the United States of America .
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW -
Washington, DC 20100

Dear Mr. President:

The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG), an
organization representing more than 37 000 physicians dedicated to improving women’s
health care, does not support HR 1833, the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act of 1995. The
College finds very disturbing that Congress would take any action that would supersede
the medical judgment of trained physicians and criminalize medical procedures that may be
necessary to save the life of 2 woman. Moreover, in defining what medical procedures
doctors may or may not perform, HR 1833 employs terminology that is not even
recognized in the medical community -- demonstrating why Congressional opinion shouid

never be substituted for professional medical judgment. Accordingly, ACOG supports
your decision to veto this legislation,

Thank you for considering our views on this important matter.

Sincerely,

Colpledl Hele

Executive Director

409 12th Streer. S\\! \Washington, DC 20024 2188 (202638-5577
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AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE OF DELEGATES
Resolntion: 208
1-96)
Introdyced by: Pruosylvanie Delegation

Subject: Tenninaiion of Late Term Pregnancies

Referred 0! Reference Commities B
(Robert D. Burnett, MD, Chair)

‘Whereas, Abortion has typically been Himited to pro-viable fonuses lest thwn 24 weeks gesta-
tional age; und

Whereas, Termination of late teem pregnancies may involve viable bables; therefore be It
RESOLVED, That the American Medical Associstion support a Iegal ban on the erination
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Fiscal Note: No significant fiscal impact
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ﬂCO < (-ﬁ‘ CSJg = }'\A/C/
Substitute Resolution 208

BE IT RESOLVED that the AMA only supports legislation regulating post-viability abortions
if the rights of physicians, using their best medical judgment and consistent with statc and

federal law, to determine whether camrying the pregnancy to term would threaten the life or
cause serious adverse health consequences to the mother is preserved.
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—CONFIPENHAL-NOT FINAL, DO NOT CORY, DO NOT DISTRIBUTE

STATEMENT ON INTACT DILATATION AND EXTRACTION

The debate regarding legislation to prohibit a method of abortion, such as the legislation banning
“partial birth abortion,” and “brain sucking abortions,” has prompted questions regarding these
procedures. It is difficult to respond to these questions because the descriptions are vague and do
not delineate a specific procedure recognized in the medical literature. Moreover, the definitions

could be interpreted to include elements of many recognized abortion and operative obstetric
techniques.

The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) believes the intent of such
legislative proposals is to prohibit a procedure referred to as “Intact Dilatation and Extraction™
(Intact D & X). This procedure has been described as containing all of the following four

elements;
1.. dcliberate dilatation of the cervix, usually over a sequence of days; L
2. instrumental conversion of the fetus to a footling breech;
3. breech extraction of the body excepting the head: and ™~
4. partial evacuation of the intracranial contents of a living fetus to effect vaginal delivery

of a dead but otherwise intact fetus.

Because these elements are part of common obstetric techniques, it must be emphasized that
unless all four elements are present in sequence, the procedure is not an intact D & X.

Abortion intends to terminate a pregnancy while preserving the life and health of the mother.
Where abortion is legal after 16 weeks, intact D & X is one method of terminating a pregnancy.
The physician, in consultation with the patient, must choose the most appropriate method based
upon the patient’s individual circumstances.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) only 5.3% of abortions
performed in the United States in 1993, the most recent data available, were performed after the
16th week of pregnancy. Data show that second trimester transvaginal instrumental abortion is a
safe procedure. The CDC does not collect data on the specific method of abortion, so it is
unknown how many of this 5.3% were performed using intact D & X.

Terminating a pregnancy is indicated in some circumstances to save the lifc or preserve the health
of the mother. Intact D & X is on¢ of the methods available in some of these situations.
However, a select panel convened by ACOG could identify no circumstances under which this
procedure, as defined above, would be the only option to save the life or preserve the health of
the woman. Notwithstanding this conclusion, ACOG strongly believes that decisions about
medical treatment must be made by the doctor, in consultation with the patient, based upon the
woman’s particular circumstances. The potential exists that legislation prohibiting specific
medical practices, such as intact D & X, may outlaw techniques that are critical to the lives and
health of American women. The intervention of legislative bodies into medical decision making is
inappropriate, ill advised, and potentially dangerous.
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Tracey E. Thornton
12/09/96 05:26:49 PM

e PR EN

Record Type: Record

To: Todd Stern/WHO/EOP, Elena Kagan/WHO/EOP, Janet Murguia/WHO/EOP

cc:
Subject; late-term

some in the choice community and on the hill are aware of the AMA/ACOG resolutions and the
folks i talked to at least are not at uncomfortable with these. i do detect some disagreement in
terms of how folks think the matter ought to be approached in the new Congress, but surprisingly,
the gulf is not that wide there. of course, i've only talked to a few folks. i'm still trying to get to
daschle's folks for meeting early this week on language.



-ansst-

9] BUISSNOSIP ¥9am SIY} BIUBQY

/

J

= . bt o o =hoet et ow [eR=1] m o = . L g g m ~ :

2e8g & 33%’?.‘43("’%9”89 -‘Ea@ﬁsﬁg%g.g'%gggg.-ﬁ“%‘gugmgﬁg a;§g§-£§§~mg§g§> 22| g *'Uo Q. [
>eaER o020 853 PpTE qie S op E o=l _f3cge @S- aoe 2 m,:,““c"o:}a'ca 3| oD m .
olE T s0 e ECRAaBIESY = 2N Rl s = RN - Y . eET 0l EQ O 13= =
e g B o RARE R RS N NegEs (s gER 988,82 Reentsgo E582886588 ER :
EpRpg8ed3 038 RdondgnBasaio crBE e gaeYfiSR sl 9555893983 5 e H=-0O
”Hvbo,'f’,am",gmnw.-.ms'ﬁma "nled0358eFa<aelEqdd snda=el 5@ H,,2,,8800 % 10 2

o &l Yo 700 A% H% =5 H5ok g poEngSagsratn ;:zg S B g = “gm._; =3
N .ggCHRaFo 2082 N gebadpgEReRlkgdapT a0 By e B2gg-~ & SR 3a
Mgy o ral®solnsNE A 5gRgERe! AhER enduapelod FToTF poh R ! '
Qo mmo&.’-”.mb‘c'<o—-;:o Ax-g g ® . :? Qo R g —n EN o -180‘_3 = L = l
OU‘E:.E'OH a%8 0" £ B0 5 R9 G 'Umgr.n = g=n o< ﬁ:lam ga2g g*xaq o O-l .
o,—_-.-nm<:m:1--=.......,'; AR %0 Zge B8 _pnoFlf.eEfE" TEE8o 2 536, ruEon Sobl -~ . :

gridug<dgdapas 5, Jo000 Cm 8N ol _ Sfugjdg.d8T0 g ® 50 mbEe So ‘ Q
] O ey U aew Q-m:.."hms °.<\1@=§ Eﬂ‘mn (DEO"' o EL e mno LS g gy T 2 (/2] -
:‘355‘2-25’:75&059- oEezEn SYUER FoS s ERSp2gdidREsl EoudS0oynd g8y = ¢
Sy o'U"'."" m'UQg' =7 a),.’:.,_m (po-,_’..,g E CRZE- a’oa . w —-:8'1 c " :15-';:,‘ Pl At
§R 2B0 sy BB BRfalon LFEEEL THARFIOORg C Folp..¥ cagdgpe 6w o,
ERZ2p80d iR rnimantapald gEGELS BEnfgEg BEgE B2 fyg A9 fvo B8R BEe 5]
B eoEDg L2005 EER 8 5RABCe ES8Bacl20 emiE Fopiy GalBOEa® og > B '@
=] ~m§owo§m< s55°a =4 "H®S3 --os'-a-'-"%g’ Ty, 2 g g ew .19
b @ P ad Seq P o3 @« ) =2 a8 0O B8 E ®

oEba s e Sk e Hé “BE S, 2qsg Sm gz B o= g S8BED goe .
sSonfgiaadgd oESo”": .a e = che~r B poBo@ ; ¢fFesd<oppe OO ([ o o

g ""l'ﬁf'g ggn §8§= n g0 0548 "o§:=qm§§'“-—fg,gm_ i .g&! : a®5H ﬁn_E'n. g‘ggg o
. S9.38b EEBSE%EE2E fugEa®s sRinHERs oE23 SZu8p BESSEdERs 258 - @ :
5 998%42 JEA2n392d4fa8 S.E:.’Z'.n,_-.‘? ea36A8<a? auaA TRaTIE PFdRTVEED

Qo
:.

Activist, auto industry seek quick move on

ASSOCIATED PRESS .

A prominent consumer advo-
cate joined with the autoindustry
yesterday in urging federal offi-

cials to quickly approve an indus- .
try plan to make air bags gieployf__

with less force.

the consumer group Public Citi-
zen, agreed with Andrew Card,
head of the American Automobile
Manufacturers Association, that
the proposal could help prevent
some deaths from air bags.

. Both criticized officials at the -

government’s highway safety
agency, the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, for
being too slow in approving the
plan.

“They’re not moving rapidly
enough,” said Miss Claybrook at
the end of a lunch meeting yester-

- day. with Mr. Card. “NHTSA has
‘taken a cautious course, [but] I -
view this as an extraordinary sit- -

: - uation,” -
Joan Claybrook, president of -

'Air bags that deploy at up to 200

- mph have been blamed for the

deaths of at least 32 infants and
children and 20 adults, mostly
smaller women.

- The air-bag-related deaths have

also prompted Rep. Frank Wolf,

Virginia Republican, to plan hear-
ings in the House Appropriations
and Transportation Committee.
An aide said yesterday the hear-
ings would be “educational” De-
tails, including a firm date, have

yet to be worked otit.

Last month, agency officials .

said they would issue a proposal
soon for less forceful air bags that
would include the auto industry’s
plan and an alternative plan. Of-
ficials then would decide the best
way to “depower” air bags after a

shortened 30-day public comment

period. '
. However, agency officials have
not yet issued theéir proposal. Auto-
makers need six to nine months
warning if they are to make air
bags less powerful in 1998 models,
which are due out in September,
Mr. Card said. That essentially
means they need to know now, he
said. o

“If we don’t act now, we're going

to miss the '98 models,” Mr. Card
said at the luncheon meeting.

The joint position puts more
pressure on NHTSA officials to
act on the auto industry proposal.
In November, the Association of
International Automobile Manu-
facturers, which represents inter-
national automakers, said it also
endorsed the proposal.

NHTSA officials reiterated that
their proposal would be ready
soon but declined further com-
ment. :

The common stand by Miss
Claybrook and Mr. Card is unusual
since Miss Claybrook, who was an
NHTSA administrator during the
Carter administration, has crit-

&he Washington Times
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bags

icized auto companies for not do-
ing enoughto promote auto safety.

" However, both said it was impor-
tant to have a unified stand to get
less forceful air bags on the mar-
ket quickly. Miss Claybrook said
she viewed the push to lessen the
force of air bags as a temporary
measure until more advanced air-
bag technology to protect passen-
gers is phased in by automakers.

Since August, the AAMA, the
lobbying group for the Big Three
automakers, has proposed a
change in a current government
test standard, arguing the strin- -
gent government test prevents
automakers from installing less-
forceful air bags in most vehicles.

i



By Keay Davidson '

SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER

SAN FRANCISCO — Four years
after the last U.S. nuclear weapons
test in the Nevada desert, the
bombs are about to start booming
again.

But this time the blasts won't
involve full-scale nuclear bombs
like those that shook the buzzard-
haunted wasteland for four dec-
ades. They'll be tiny chemical and
nuclear explosives that mimic the
first microseconds of an atomic
blast, according to U.S. Energy
Department officials,

Weapons experts say they need
to conduct the tests to ensure that
the main “trigger” of a thermonu-
clear bomb still works after dec-
ades of aging. But anti-nuclear ac-
tivists fear such experiments
could camouflage development of
new weapons, or at least create the

Small blasts planned for nuke destruction

Some experts say Energy Department will violate spirit of the test ban treaty

impression of camouflage and,
thereby, upset other countries.

Plans for the so-called “sub-
critical” nuclear experiments,
which will include scientists from
the Lawrence Livermore and Los
Alamos nuclear weapons labs,
were immediately denounced by
anti-nuclear activists.

Critics claim the tests violate
the spirit of the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty, signed by Pres-
ident Clinton and representatives
of more than 60 nations.

But subcritical tests are legal
and “essential for assessing nu-
clear weapons performance, reli-

ability, and safety” now that full- -

scale nuclear blasts are ba}medy
said the plan released by outgoing
Energy Secretary Hazel O'Leary.

Mrs. O'Leary said testing dates
probably would be set early next
year.

Her statement said the sub-
critical tests would be part of a
multibillion-dollar array of super-
science experiments — such as a
giant laser at Livermore — to mon-
itor the safety and reliability of the
nation’s nuclear arsenal. The ar-
senal is shrinking and aging be-
cause in the post-Cold War world,
bombs are being dismantled and
no new bombs are being designed.

The tests would use chemical

explosives to rapidly compress
small amounts of plutonium and
uranium — too small for a “nuclear
explosion” in the military sense of
the term. The compression
squéezes the materials’ atoms to-
gether, briefly causing them to
emit radiation and explode in a
blast equal to tens or hundreds of
pounds of TNT.

The tests will be conducted 961

feet beneath the Nevada desert,
within a rabbit warren of rooms
and tunnels packed with high-
speed cameras and scientific in-
struments. -‘The facility is called
LYNER, for Low-Yield Nuclear
Explosions Research.

Ehe Washington Times
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“We call for the immediate can-
cellation of these experiments,’
said Marylia Kelley of Tri-Valley
Cares, an anti-nuclear group in
Livermore. “The DOE has not
demonstrated that it cannot main-
tain the safety of the existing nu-
clear arsenal without subcritical
experiments. There is no evidence
to date to suggest that potential
problems such as plutonium aging
have degraded the performance of
the weapons designs in the active
U.S. arsenal”

Daryl Kimball of the anti-
nuclear group Physicians for So-
cial Responsibility in Washington,

'D.C,, said the Energy Department

has “failed to conduct an indepen-
dent, public technical review of
the need for these activities.”

The Examiner reported Dec. 1,
that Energy Department officials’
were considering whether to re-
schedule the experiments, a half-
year after postponing them indefi-
nitely. '

CORRECTION

A story yesterday about volun-
teers who helped the Midtown
Youth Academy incorrectly re-
ported the contributions of the
companies participating. Dench-
field Roofing Corp. of Silver

. Spring worked with academy

youths to fix the academy’s roof,
with consulting help from Rup-
pert Landscape Co. Inc. in Ashton.
Clark Construction Co. in Be-
thesda is providing a Dumpster to-
day to help clean out a basement.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 14, 1996

MEMORANDUM FOR JACK QUINN

KATHY WALLMAN
FROM: ELENA KAGAN £
SUBJECT: PARTIAL-BIRTH ABORTION

Some news on the partial-birth abortion front (especially apropos in light of the
. President’s remarks on Friday):

1. Todd Stern just discovered that the American College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists (ACOG) is thinking about issuing a statement (attached) that includes the
following sentence: “{A] select panel convened by ACOG could identify no circumstances under
which [the partial-birth] procedure . . . would be the only option to save the life or preserve the
health of the woman.” This, of course, would be disaster -- not the less so (in fact, the more so)
because ACOG continues to oppose the legislation. It is unclear whether ACOG will issue the
statement; even if it does not, there is obviously a chance that the draft will become public. (The
AMA last week decided to continue to take no position on the partial-birth issue.)

2. Sen. Daschle’s staff is working on a legislative proposal that would prohibit all post-
viability abortions, with a tight exception for life and health. Note that this proposal applies to
all post-viability abortions, not just to partial-birth abortions. Note also, however, that it applies
to no pre-viability abortions, even if they are partial-birth. Daschle’s staff may use our language
to define the health exception (“serious adverse health consequences™); they may try, however, to
do something that sounds even stricter.

Daschle’s staff hopes that this proposal will provide cover for pro-choice Senators (who
can be expected to support it) and that it will refocus the debate from the partial-birth procedure
to late-term abortions generally. I think the pro-lifers will not give up the partial-birth focus: (1)
the politics of it have become too good; (2) it gives them a wedge into pre-viability abortions;
and (3) it points the way toward future campaigns against other abortion procedures. They will
point out that Daschle’s proposal does nothing to stop pre-viability partial-birth abortions (recall
that many of these abortions are done between 20 and 24 weeks) -- and that it is inadequate for
this reason. Of course, they may respond to Daschle’s proposal by also supporting a ban on post-
viability abortions generally.

Given the President’s prior positions and statements, he of course should support the
Daschle proposal. He also should continue to support a ban on partial-birth abortions (including
pre-viability partial-birth abortions), so long as there is an adequate health exception.
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STATEMENT ON INTACT DILATATION AND EXTRACTION

The debate regarding legislation to prohibit a method of abortion, such as the legislation banning
“partial birth abortion,” and “brain sucking abortions,” has prompted questions regarding these
procedures. It is difficult to respond to these questions because the descriptions are vague and do
not delineate a specific procedure recognized in the medical literature. Moreover, the definitions

could be interpreted to include elements of many recognized abortion and operative obstetric
techniques.

The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) believes the intent of such
legislative proposals is to prohibit a procedure referred to as “Intact Dilatation and Extraction”

(Intact D & X). This procedure has been described as containing all of the following four
clements: :

. deliberate dilatation of the cervix, usually over a sequence of days; .
instrumental conversion of the fetus to a footling breech;
breech extraction of the body excepting the head; and -
partial evacuation of the intracranial contents of & living fetus to effect vaginal delivery
of a dead but otherwise intact fetus.

N

Because these elements are part of common obstetric techniques, it must be emphasized that
unless all four elements are present in sequence, the procedure is not an intact D & X.

Abortion intends to terminate a pregnancy while preserving the life and health of the mother.
Where abortion is legal after 16 wecks, intact D & X is one method of terminating a pregnancy.
The physician, in consultation with the patient, must choose the most appropriate method based
upon the patient’s individual circumstances,

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) only 5.3% of abortions
performed in the United States in 1993, the most recent data available, were performed after the
16th week of pregnancy. Data show that second trimester transvaginal instrumental abortion is a
safe procedure. The CDC does not collect data on the specific method of abortion, so it is
unknown how many of this 5.3% were performed using intact D & X.

Terminating a pregnancy is indicated in sdme circumstances to save the life or preserve the health
of the mother. Intact D & X is on¢e of the methods available in some of these situations.
However, a gelect panel convened by ACOG could identify no circumstances under which this
procedure, as defined above, would be the only option to save the life or preserve the health of
the woman. Notwithstanding this conclusion, ACOG strongly believes that decisions about
medical treatment must be made by the doctor, in consultation with the patient, based upon the
woman’s particular circumstances. The potential exists that legislation prohibiting specific
medical practices, such as intact D & X, may outlaw techniques that are critical to the lives and
health of American women. The intervention of legislative bodies into medical decision making is
inappropriate, ill advised, and potentially dangerous.
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A New Look at Late-Term Abortlon

A rigid refusal even to consider society’s interest in the matter endangers abortion rights.

Back in June. I interviewed a woman—a
rabbi, as it happens—who had one of thoge
late-term abortions that Congress would have
oitlawed last spring had not President Clinton
vetoed the bill. My reason for interviewing the
rabbi was patently obvious: Here was a ma-
ture, ethical and religious woman who, be-
cause her fetus was deformed, conciuded in
her 17th week that she had no choice other
than to terminate her pregnancy. Who was the
government to second-guess her?

Now, though, I must second-guess my own
column—although not the rabbi and not her
husband (also a rabbi). Her abortion back in
1984 seemed justifiable to me last June. and it
does to me now. But back then 1 also was led
to believe that these late-term abortions were
extremely rare and performed only when the
life of the mother was in danger or the fetus
irreparably deformed. I was wrong.

1 didn’t know it at the time, of course, and
maybe the people who supplied my data—the
asual pro-choice groups—were giving me
what they thought was precise information.
And precise 1 was. [ wrote that “just four
ene-hundredths of one ‘percent of abortions
are performed after 24 weeks® and that “most,
if not all, are performed because the fetus is
found to be severely damaged or becatse the
life of the mother is clearly in danger.”

It turns out. though, that no one reaily
knows what percentage of abortions are late-
term. No one keeps figures. But my Washing-
ton Post colleague David Brown looked behind

the purported figures and the purported ratio-
nale for these abortions and found something
other than medical crises of one sort or
another. After interviewing doctors who per-
formed late-term abortions and surveying the
literature, Brown-—a pbysician himself—~
wrote: “These doctors say that while a signifi-
cant number of their patients have late abor-
tions for medical reasons, many others—per-
haps the majority—do not.”

Brown’s findings brought me up short. If, in
fact. most women seeking late-term abortions
have just come to grips a bit late with their
pregnancy, then the word “choice” has been
stretched past i reasonable point. I realize
that many of these women are dazed teen-
agers or rape victims and that their anguish is
real and their decision probably not capricious.
But I know, too, that the fetus being destroyed
fits my personal definition of life. A 3-inch
embryo (under 12 weeks) is one thing: but a
nearly fully formed infant is something else.

It’s true, of course, that many opponents of
what are often called “partial-birth abortiong”
are opposed to any abortions Whatever. And it
also 18 trye that many of them hope to use
popular repugnance over late-term abortions as
a foot in the door. First these, then cthers and
then stili others. This is the argument made by
pro~choice groups: Give the antinbartion forces
this one inch, and they'll take the next mile.

It is instructive to look at two other issues:
gun control and welfare. The gun lebby also
thinks that if it gives in just a little, its enemies

will have it by the throat. That explains such
public relations disasters as the fight to retain
assault rifles. It also explains why the National
Rifle Association has such an image probiem.
Sometimes it seems just plain auts.

Welfare i3 another area where the indefen-
sible was defended for so long that popular
support for the program evaporated. In the
1960s, '70s and even later, it was almost
imposaible to get welfare advocates to con-
cede that cheating was a problem and that
welfare just might be financing generation
after generation of househoids where no one
works. Thig year, the program on the federai
level was trashed. It had few defenders.

‘This must not happen with abartion. A wornan
really ought to have the right to choose. But
society has certain rights, too, and one of them is
to insist that late-term abortrans—what seems
preuy close to infanticide—are severely restrict-
ed, limited to wamen whose health is on the line
or who are carrying severely deformed fetuses.
In the latter stages of pregnancy, the word
abortion does not quite suffice; we are talking
about the killing of the fetus—and, too often, not
for any urgent medical reason.

President Clinton, apparently as misinformed
as 1 was about late-term abortions, now ought
to look at the new data. So should the Senate,
which has been expected to sustain the presi-
dent’s veto. Late-term abortions once seemed
to be the choice of women who, really, had no
other choice. The facts now are different. If
that's the case, then so should be the law,
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24-Sep-1996 10:03am

TO: Elena Kagan
TO: Betsy Myers
FROM: Mary Ellen Glynn

Office of the Press Secretary

SUBJECT: Richard Cohen Column

Please read Richard Cohen’s piece on late term abortions in
the Post today. Both Cohen’s column and Sunday’s David Brown
article articulate one of the fallacies surrounding this debate:
that the President is in favor of late term abortions without any
restrictions.

Cohen’s article indicates that Clinton is "apparently
misinformed" about the number and nature of late term abortions
and urges him to look at "the new data," which indicates that "the
majority" of late term abortions are done for non-medical reasons.

As we all know, as early as February 28, 1996, in his
letter to Congress, the President says, ""...I cannot support its
use on an elective basis, where the abortion is being performed
for non-health related reasons and there are equally safe medical
procedures available."

Also, no one ever notes that Governor Clinton signed a bill
in Ark. that would ban third trimester abortions.

I spoke to Melanne this morning and she thinks that I ought
to call Cohen, I believe that we should write a letter responding
to his column.

Your thoughts?
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24-Sep-1996 11:48am

TO: Mary Ellen Glynn

FROM: Elena Kagan
Office of the Counsel

CC: Betsy Myers

SUBJECT: RE: Richard Cohen Column

The striking thing about Cohen’s column is that while he criticizes the
President sharply, his position and the President’s are very much consistent
with each other. As you say, the President has said he would prohibit the use
of this procedure where not necessary to save the woman from death or serious
physical injury. The only thing he has asked for is a tightly confined
exception for these kinds of cases. (Nor, by the way, has the President made
any representations about how many late-term or partial birth abortions are done
for 1life/serious health reasons and how many for other reasons. He hasn’t said
that all partial birth abortions are done for life/health reasons -- indeed, he
has acknowledged that not all are. He has said only that those done for
life/serious health reasons must be permitted.)

I guess I'’m agnostic as between a call and a letter. I lean towards the call,
but mostly I think that the two of you should decide. If we decide on a letter,
I'd be happy to draft or to review. If we decide on a call, I’'d be happy to
participate as needed.
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EXECUTTIVE OFFICE O F THE PRESIDENT

25-Sep-1996 10:22am

TO: (See Below)

FROM: Betsy Myers
Office of Public Liaison

SUBJECT: Late Term Update

FYI - Information we have heard from the Pro-Choice Groups:
I. COUNTERING THE WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE

- David Garrow, the pulitzer prize winning historian and author of Liberty &
Sexuality: The Right to Privacy, has an op ed in today’s Philadelphia Inquirer
and also in the Chicago Tribune calling for Senators to "affirm the President’s
judgment and reject a dangerously radical effort to impose Congress’ medical
ideas in place of the best professional conclusions of accredited physicians.”
(We are faxing a copy to you.)

- Warren Hern, a doctor from Boulder sent a letter to Members of Congress
countering the Post article by outlining the reasons women need the late term
procedure. He performs late term abortions. (We are faxing it to you.)

- Alan Guttmacher Institute sent information to the Hill explaining the feality
of the numbers of abortions today (we are faxing it to you.)

- Columbia Medical School Dean Allen Rosenfield will send a letter to Members
today explaining the medical necessity of the procedure. He wrote an op ed in
April in the New York Times calling for Congress to stay out of medical
decisions and explaining the medical necessity of the late term procedure. (We
will fax as soon as it is sent up.)

- New York Times may be printing an editorial tomorrow on late term, based on
their conversations with pro-choice groups yesterday and today.

II. MEMBER CONTACT

Pro-Choice groups are targeting the following Senators (who are wavering) :
Bradley, Bryan, Byrd, Campbell, Frahm, Graham, Kassebaum, Leahy, Lieberman, Nunn
and Specter.

- Two women who have had the procedure are on the Hill today and yesterday.

- Campbell - His staff indicated he would vote with the President, but they are



not sure he will make it out of the Hospital (motorcycle accident this weekend)
in time for the vote. They also requested grassroots activity in Denver.

- Nunn - His staff had a lot of medical questions, but listened sympathetically.
The Pro-choice groups are assuming he will vote against the President’s veto.

- Bradley - Meeting today at 11 a.m. with the women who have had the procedure.
- Mikulgki, Sarbanes, Wellstone and Dodd are all fine, according to their staff.
- Specter - Kate Michelman Of NARAL met with Specter last night; Michelman
reports a 50 percent chance of getting his vote. Republican staffers in other
offices report that Specter will vote against the President’s veto. The
National Abortion Federation and Claudia Ades (who had the procedure) held press
conferences last night in Philadelphia and in Harrisburg.

- Graham - no word

- Lieberman - no word

- Cohen - may be absent for the vote, but he will vote with the President if he
is present.

- Fraham - will vote against the President’s veto.
- Leahy - still on the fence.

- Bryan - staff say he may be okay.

ITI. GRASSROOTS ACTIVITY

- The pro-choice groups are focusing their grassroots base on Nunn, Campbell,
Cole, Graham and Bradley

Distribution:

TO: Todd Stern

TO: Nicole R. Rabner
TO: Tracey E. Thornton
TO: Deborah L. Fine
TO: Lyndell Hogan

TO: Jeremy D. Benami
TO: John P. Hart

TO: Lee A. Satterfield

TO: Holly Carver
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The perils of Congress imposing its medical ideas
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The data remain the same; only the confusion is new. Of
the 1.5 million abortions performed annually:

- o Half of all abortions take place during the first eight weeks of pregnancy.
- Nﬁiety percent of all abortions occur by the end of the first twelve weeks.
e Ninety-nine percent of all abortions are performed before 21 weeks.

e At 21 weeks or more, the time period dunng which the dilation and
extraction procedure 1s used, less than one percent of all abortions are

performed.

e After 26 weeks (the third mimester), 4/100ths of one percent of all ~
abortions accur.

9/24/96
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To: Intcrested Parties

From: Jo RIhm - Vice President for Government Relations
Aliison Herwitt - Legislative Representative

Subject: Information about Abortion Statistics

Date: 24 September 1996

The Alan Gurtmacher Institute (AGI) has been collecling and analyring abortion statistics since Rog
v. Wadc, Below is the latest data that AGI has collected. Contrary to receat news stories and
cofumns, there is no new data. This is the data that has been used since the debate on HR 18373 began
over a year agﬁ_

+

. 12 is estimated thar there arc approximarely 1.5 miflion abottions every year.

*R9% of all abortions are performed during the first 12 weeks of pregnancy.
« | 8% take place at ll-15 weeks or less from the tilne of the woman's last
menstrual period (LMP).

=4% take place at 16-20 weeks L MP.

+1% take place ar 21 weeks LMP or more.

+0.04% take place after 26 weeks LMP.

. Only about 600 abortions are performed cach ycar in the third trimester,

. Ahartian data is not eollected by the method of the procedure used to terminate the
pregnancy.

* The “intact D& E” proccdure which has been termed “partial birth abortion™ by abortion

opponents is used after 20 weeks.

e Roe v. Wade allows states to ban abortions after viability (Which usually occurs after 26
weeks) except in cases of life and health. 41 states have passcd restrictions. Consistent with
Boey, Wadg. prior to viability, the govermument does not require the reporting of  the

reasons an abortion is performed. Natianal Abonon
an® Rorvoouoiio Rionts
H . e ACTON LEPP Y
] Of the approximarely 600 aburtions performed after viability, only a small percent use the
“intact D & E” method. 1150 ;-:: Sirvui, N
Suite

WIshgien, DT 20008
If you have any questions or need additional informartfon, please call Jo Blum ar 973-3003 or Allison F"‘“M'u m":)fi‘;’g“
5

Herwitt at 973-3047. EMBI TatBIGnereideg

O
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Faxing a politically charged votr
Thunday onehether Lo sustain or over-
vide 2 presadential veso on a kate-term
abartion pracedure, Seaate Demoeran
are worried tha( the iswe could come
back 10 haunt them. :

Ackaoviedging the disconfort level in
Lzades Tomn Daschle (DS.D) indicated
Tuesday that the isue would be revisited
ipthenent »

-“¥m going to wikea real effort to ry

find away i which tofind a seitable com--

promise cn this imuce, once the veio issus
tained,* Baschle declared, ceferving to
the abortion method koown as intaa di-

. lation and extraction. “k would have to
" beahealth

imation invoti
\be beabh and life of the mother”
Duschile also mentionsd concerns among

- - colleagraey that it not be am elactive proce-

dure in the third erm
Sen. Danied Moynihan (D-NY) de-

. aounced the procedyre “as close © infan-

ti_l:‘ndc'uanything!'hnmin our jodi-

Late term abortion has becomde a focal
point for the Catholic Chrurch, with all
cight US. cardinals ing President
Cinton's veto of 2 han on the
ala mecting at the Capitol this mooth.

S

about going on the record on suchan un-

The Naticnal Right o Life Committee
=nd Tradiional Values Coalition are also

spearheading a ampaign to pervmde

Congress o criminakize the procedure.
" Vollowing 2 House vote last week to

owerride the veto, Senate Democrats are .
expected to muster more thay. the neces-

sary 34votes 1o susiain the veto as long a
they bave a handful of prochoice

Republiicans. But they are far rom happy

[

‘As close to infanti-
cide as anything

DI’ve ever seen.’

popuklas issue this close 10 an eection. As

Sea. Byron Dorgan (D-N.D.) put is,

TPeople are gaing Lo grit theic teeth and
r

At least wwo Democrats vho voled
against the ban, Sens. Sam Nunn (D-Ca.)
and Patrick Leahy (D-V1.), appear tobe
having second thoughis. Both said they
were nat ready to say how they intend 10

. voie. Nunn said, *[ haven't studied the is-

seyet.’

Dorgan and Kent Conrad (DN.D.)
both suppart legal abortion, but planto
vote for 2n averride. “1 was just heme dhis
weekend,” id Corrad, “ard that'sthe is-
see thal people alked about the mox,”
He added that his office has received be-
tween 5,000 and 6,000 leiters protesting
the procedure.

In  additbon, one prochoice
Republican seaator, Arlen Specter (R-
Pa.), ol The Hill that he may change his
mind. “I'm silk listening to constituens,”
szid Specter, who voted last December o
keep the kate-term procedure begal

Aacther prochoice Republican, Sen.
Shelia Frahm (R-Kan.) sard she will voe

to overnide because she “distikes the pro-

tedure.” Ranyas' seniqr senator, Nancy
Kassebaum (R-Kan ), said she will voie 1o
sustain the veto. At least three other pro-
choice Republicany, James Jeffords (R-
Vt.), Joba Chatee (R-R1.) and Olyopia
Soowe (R-Maine) pian to stick with theit
previows pasitians and vote to uphold the
reto, therety keeping the procedurce Lo
gal, according to aides. -

Nine Senate Democrats put thermselves
on record agairut the procedure las vear,
mecluding Harry Reid (D-Nev.), Joseph
Biden (D-Del.) and john Breaus (D-La).
Same predicied there would be more this
tate around: “1t wil! be cdoser this time,”
rid one memba:

Abortion debate lé;‘;; Dems with dilemma

Mer.itchid&ernuwhipondr

" wrto, BarbaraBoxer (D-Gli€)) said shedoes

oot foresoe seriows peblic “ernsion” withie
the cucus, despite prvate Migvings.

“ltwill be dmiar o the House,” Boxer
wid, meaning that she doesn 1 forewee sip
nificant switches on the iisue. She added,
“We could outlaw this procedure if they
would allow as an amendment for an ex-
emption for the life and health of the
mother... Those on the other side would
nathes have a political ol poato ssue.”

Pennsyvania’s Rick Santogum (R) i
the {eading propanent of overriding the
wela,

Wih polls showing wead public sup-
post for this pracedure, the pro<hoict
commurity 8 worried that their oppoy-
tion has found an effective tactic for di-
viding them. Asked if this is likely (o splin-
ter e prochoice community, Susan
Cahen of the Alan Guttmacher Instrute
replied, “That's indisputable. It'scertain-
iy peeling of! prochoice politicansand
some pro-choice voters. Whether it's fac-
tual or emotional is the question.’

Rep. Earl Pameroy (D-N.D.), who vor-
ed 1o override the veto, expressed an
opinion thas he said refleca the main-
stream jn his state: “Iwould consider my
self pro-cixwice, but this isa rearebensible
proceduse. {t's not a tough vote of a dose
all®

e Wil

Tl
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METROPOLITAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATES .
‘ 40 Engle Street .
Englewood, New Jersey 0763t
(201) 5670512

‘Sept. 31, 1996

Ny, Glenn Ritt
Bditoxr, Ths Receord
136 River noad
Hackensack, NJ 07s01

' Desr My. Ritt,

We, the physicians and afsiniatration of Metropelitan Madical
Associates, ara desply concesned sbout tha many inacouraciec in
the article ;tinted on September 13, 1936 titled "The Yacts on

Partial-pirth Abertions®.

The artiele incevractly assurts tiat NMA “pertorme J, 000
abortions e year on fetussc hetwwen 20 and 34 weeks, of wvhiech at
least half arae by incgot dilation and svacuvatfan.” This claia L9
falee as is shown in raports to ths Nev Jarsey Department et
Health and docunments sudsitted semiannually to the New Jeraey
State Board of Nedical Zxaniners. Thess statistics shov that the
total annual nunder of abortions for the psried between 12 and
31.3 veaks is about ¢,000, with the wajority of thess procedures
being betwveen 12 and 16 wasks. 7The i{ntsct DEE procedure
(erroneocusly labdeled by adbortion opponents as “partial birth
abortion™) is used only in a small percentaga of cases between 20
and 23.3 veeks, vhen ¢ physician determines that it is the safest
‘method available for the voman lnvolved. Certasnly, the number
of intact D&E procedygres performed is novhexe near the 1,500
estimatod in your article. MMA pegrform no thixd rgimester
abortions, where the 8tate is permitted to ban abortions exeoept
in cases of life and health aendangeraenst.,

Bacond. *he article erroneously states that moct women undergoeing
intact D&E procedures have no medical reason for terminatioen.

The article then aisquotes 8 physician from our clinic stating
that "most are edicaid patiants...and most sre for elective, not
medical, reasons...¥ost are teanagers.” Thig ix a

" misrepresentation of the inforpation provided to the reporter.

Consistent vith Ree v. Wade and Newv Jersey State law, we do not
racord a vowan's specific ra2ason for having an abortion.

However. all procedures for ocur Medicaid patients are cestified
s medically necessary as roquired by the New Jarsey Department

of Muman Servicgs.
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Becavee of the sensitive and controvercial nature of the adortien
issue, ve feel that it ie criticaily important to set the record
straight.

The Managehent of Metropolitan Wedical Associates

cc: Nr. Len Pishngn, Commissioner
NJ Departwment of Nealth
M. R.vin Earle, Executiva Divector
Nedical Board of EBRaminers
T™e MHoncrable William Rradlay
United States Sanator
Thae Henorable Frank Lautenberg
United States Senatoer
The Renorable Robert Teorrecellil
United States Congrasavan

TOTR. P.&6
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TO: Bewgy Meyers/White House From: 202-266-6246 71611 9/24/96 1N

WASHINGTON FEMINIST FAXNET
: A Pruject of
The Center fur Advancement of Public Policy
Fax (202) 265-6245 Voice (202) 797-0606

September 19, 1994

HOTFLASH -- URGENT ACTION REQUIRED!

"{the House vote to override President Clinton’s veto on so-called ‘partial birth’ abortions] is
a huge viclory. It's the first time since Roe v. Wade that Congress Is poised to outlaw an
abortion procedure . . . If Clinton &5 re-elected, you have to come up with similar bills that
oullaw other proceaures . . . and iI's almost like the we(fare bill, a win-win, because lf he signs
{1, e demoralizes Ris side, and If he doesn't, ynou energlze our stde." Ralph Reed, of the
Chrisctian coallition arter the House vote %/20/96,

1¥ TRESE WORDS ARE CHILLING TO YOU, MAKE YOUR CALL NOWI!

Thanke to everyons who responded to our HOTFLASH last week to try
and stop a House override of President Clinton's vato of the so-
called “partial=-birth" abortion ban. Because of calls from WFF
activists and others, the vote was held to a baro majority. This
means the momentum {8 slowed, and the Senate does not have a

mandate to override, pbut only if pro-choice forcag stay mobilized.

BUT, Capitol Hill ia boing inundated witb Laxes and Lelagzamg Lronm
anti-choice forces. led hy Catholic Biashops. The xots in thae
Senate could bo asg early 88 Thursday. September 26. Calls are
needed early and often to the Senate (202-~224-31231) to URGE
SENATOR3 TO UPHOLD THE PRESIDENT'S VETO.

Senators should be reminded that this abortion procedure is used
ohly in the most tragic ocircumetances, and that whiles they, as
POwerzul, privileged members of socliety could no doubt get around
the ban if it was important to a mombor of their family, moat women
in nead of this procedure would ba foroed to rigk thoir lives or
health if the ban takes affect.

DON'T DELAY - SOMECNE YOU LOVE MAY NEED A CHOICE.
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“This is an attempt to undo
chojce, this extreme Congress we
have," said outgoinq Rep. Patricia
Schroeder, the Colorado Demo-
crat who headed up the opposition.
1 find this & very-sad vote to end
my career o’

But several of her fellow Demo-
crats joined Republicans on the
HWouse fMoor, begging mambera o
outlaw such gecond- and third-
trimesicr abortions.

“I do agree with the Roe vs,
Wade decision,” 5aid Rep. James P
Moran, Virginia Democrat. “What
we are talking abgut now is the
delivery of a fetus clearly with the
shape and functions of 3 human
being."

Rep. Ralph M. Hall, Texas
Democrat, read to the House
quotes from former Surgeon Gen-
eral C. Pverett Kaop. who ¢laima
Mr. Clinten was “misled” by his
advisers inw belleving parual-
birth abortions are necessary.

Reps. Tony P Hall, Ohio Demo-
crat, and Jamea A. Barcia, Mich-
igan Democrat, also argued for an
override.

“Those pro.life Demacrats
really showed their stuff,” said Mr.
Smith, the New Jecracy Republi-
can. “They didnt walk"

Their pro-choice Gpponents
claimed the override vole was a
crasgly political move ticned to em-
barrass Mr. Clintun and influence
the November elections. | -

~This debate has nothing to d
with murdering babiex; it has
everything to do with murdering
truth” said Lloyd Doggert, Texas

Demnocrat. [ would say W all anti- .

choice Republican mulitants: The
blnod is on your handg””

He added, “This sarue crowd
that walks about scissors murders
— which aren’t occurTing 1day —
fhext] will be telling American
people what kind of birth control

2pe-456-7311
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Rep. Charles T. Canady discusses the House's vote ta override a vato
on a ban of partial-binth abortions as Rep. Chris Smith looks an.

Others, such as Rep. Xavier
Becerra, California Democrat.
asked why Republicans had de-
1ayed scheduling the override vote
for five monrths after Mr. Clinten's
Aprd 10 veto.

“(Becsuse)} Ammericans cany ba-
lieve this procedurs exists,” re-
sponded Rep. Henry J. Hyde, 11
linois Republican. “It has taken
momns to edijeate them.”

GOPpresidentiat candidure Rab
Dole, who has campaigned against
tho procedure, repeated that view;
“As more and more Americans

presidant has heen left almo
alnne, defending the indefensible:
*I challenyc the prestdent o ex-
plain to the American peopie why
he persists in bis falgse assertions
fdrspite the strong opposition of
Dr. Koop and an array of other
mecdical authories,” he ssid.
There was no formal comment
frem Mr. Clinton, but White House
Press Secretary Michaol McCurry
said, “We're eonfident we can’sus-
tain the veto I (he Senate™
Yesterday’s vote came at an im-

haveleamed of thisprocedure, the k

' portant juncture in abortion poli.
tics., arrlving on the hegls of
Wednesday's announcemen? by
thre Food and Drug Auministration
that it has conditionally approved
RU-486, the controversial "abor.
tian pill.” It iz expectod to be avail-
able by mia-1997,

The Senare and the Hoyge also
remain deadineked in committes
over a proposal (o allow more
funds for overseas ADOFLIONS.

Althaugh the Sanate has not yer
announced when it will vote to
override Mr. CIigmn‘s velo, gruug
called the Child Protection
has announced a méss;ﬁ'!' cgrm-
paign ta influence public senti-
TN ETaimtT T Bractice.

rdClice.

L~
‘TRe group’s chairman is Mary
Fllen Work, wile of Fm-me?_?tE‘Ju ]
“R3verr¥. Bork. Orzanizers of the

campaign say the majority of
Americans are gtili znaware of the
procedure’s gruesome nacure.

The ban, If overridden, would al-
low doctors fa perform the broce-
dure only if they can show it is
essential o save the mother's life.

A

P
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1 (0
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NARAL Promoting Reproductive Choices

Septemnber 25, 1996

The Honomahle FIELD(2) FTELD(1)
United Staies Scnate
Washington, D_.C. 20510

Dzar Senator FIELD(1):

I am troubled that many of you, after reading the September 24, 1998 Richard Cohen column, "4
New Look At Late Term Abortion, ” believe that the pro-choice community has provided
misleading information swrounding the debate of H.R.1833. That is emphatically not the casc.
We have cansistently provided the most accurate and complete information available. There are
no new statistics. The conflision on this issue is due to newspaper articles that create the faise
impression that women who arc having abortions in the third tricuester arc having them for
reasons other than 1o protect their life or health.

Let me reiterate the facts: there is no cvidence that women in the 7th, Bth, and 9th menth of
pregnancy are seeking ahortions that are not necessary to protect their )ife or health. Roe v. Wade
expressly rulced that states could ban abortion in the 7ih. 8th. and 9th month of pregnancy except
when the woman's life or health 15 in dangor, and in fact 4] states have cnacted restrictions.

Ofthe 1.5 million abortions in the United States cach ycar 89% take place within the first twelve
weeks of pregnancy (mencnred from the woman’s last menstrual period), and 99% take place
within the first 20 weeks of pregnancy, .04% take place after 26 weeks. Approximately 600
abortions arc performed each ycar in the third trimester. This is an undisputable fact documcnted
by the Alan Cruttmacher Institute (A (7). the institution acknowledge by the Center for Disease
Control (CDC) as having the most complete information in abortion practice in this country.

There are, in fact, few doctors in the coumtry who perform third trimester abortions. Dr. Allan
Rosenficld, Dean of Columbia School of Public Health. polnts out in his attached lefier to the
Washington Post that the intact D&E pracedure is used, “when the physician, in consultation with

women. feels that this is the most appropriate method.™

It is disturhing that this complicated medical issue is being exploited for political reasons. It is
clear from wormen like Coreen Costello, Vicki Stella, and Mary-Dorothy I.ine that the decision to
have a late-term abortion was indeed a heart-wrenching decision 10 make, and they all relied on
the best medical advice that was available to them. These complex medical decisions must
continue 10 reside with medical practitioners to determine what is the best and safest precedure
for their patients.

Sincerely,

Kate Michelman
President

Enclosure
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SoEiness Administraton ineoased the valume of loans to
wemen {Tram D93 (o 1994 (¢ jumped 36 pereent) and
pecfed up a nationwide busingss assistance progeam for
wirnen by adding 19 now centur: where we can zo for man-
aguerment arud markdm straining. In addition, the adminis-
rration is rexpoansible h-r-\pt:'r‘lm_-_: up federal procurement
LONETActd to womensowned businesses, inzisting that 3
~orcent of the contracts o ta women, The administration

o appained a committee of senior officials from 10 fed-

Al agensies taddress women's sconomic issues. One of
their first orders of business was to issue a report shuwing
how critical womuen-owned busingsses are to our econo-
my. President Clinton afso created an otfice at the White
House to enzure that he and others in the tdministration
hear women's vaices. Notonly is ita liaisot with women's
sroups, iebeings hundreds of women to discussion tables
toair their thouzhts on policy issues.

Itis worth temembering that the COP labored long and
aard to defeat che Family Medical Leave Act prior to Clin-
on’s election, with Dols lea ling bwo filibusters against it.
the bill. allowing warkers to take up to 12 weeks off to care
fora sick family member without fear of losing their job, fi-
nally passed in 1992, Svmbolically. itwas the first bil that
Clinton signed into luw upon taking office.

SEP-24 96 17:31

muscle in Washington, cutting aid to them became a kind
of election vear Ping-Pung played by the White Fouse and
Congress. Both sides said something had to be done but
clashed over how. Essentially, the COP wants harsh mea-
sures, including a five-year lifetime limit on benefits. At
! press tima, Congress was expected tosend the Presidenta
bill that mc]uded some of the softening measures Presi-
dentClinton and the Democrats were insistingon, suchas
leaving Medicaid alone and keeping the food stamp pro-
i gram as a federal entitlement. But whether the bill will be
ong that President Clinton signs is anybody’s guess. The
main recipients of Aid to Families With Dependent Chil-
deen (AFDC), the major program of "welfare,” are children
(58 percent). Another 29 percent are women, the children's
mothers. [k should come a5 no surprise thathalf of the wornen
on welfare at any one time are there because of divorce. And
only 15 percent of al} women who go on welfare remain on it
continuously for five years or more.

With the cuts in education that Congress has also pro-
posed. one wonders how peaple will get the skills they
need to juin the workforce at anything but a subsistence
level, if that. While same programs allow full-time college
students to receive aid, the antiwelfare lobby is tryinyg to
shut down even that uption—and has managed to do su at
many local levels. And the kind ot trainiay that "workfare”
provides doesa’t allow ong to muve above [ow-paying,
dead-end jobs, “The cconomy clearly doesn’t have a mil-
lion jobs for women who don't have skiils for the informa-
tionage,” remarks Wolfe, ,

No one denies that welfare needs reform. Some 33
statesare tryingouta variety of oprions to see what works.
But a1l this ballvhooing that has raken up so much of Con-
sress”time recently is aboutd very small percentage of
federal spending, AFDCamounts wonly 1 percent of fed-
etaf spending. Buk then, pour people don’thavea strong
loblbyin Washington.

{ LORRAINE DUSKY is the author of $til! Unequal: The Shameful Truth
Abourt Womerr and Justice in America, to be publishad by Crown chis fall.
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$ince pour women and children don’t have political -3

“my baby’s broin. He calied it omdy'wker Syfdrom
' v:hac rn:my peop!e waﬂ: ‘nd‘_

T0:61647 PAGE : 85
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There are times when you have .
to speak out. This woman did—angd
made a difference.

Earlicr this ycar, President Clinton vetoed a bill that would
have banned what has been dubbed the “partial birth® abor- .
tion, a rarely performed, late-tcrm procedurc. Dafeated on .'
the national fuvel, proponents af this bill turned to the state | .
level. Similar biils were defeated in California, Washingren -
and Maryland but passed in Utah and Michigan; currently,
bills are pending in New Yark and Hlinois. }

In vetoing the bill, Clinton credited the congresswnal mmo‘
ny of several women with influencing his decision. One of them
was Claudia Crown Ades of Los Angeles. This is her testimony.

My name is Claudia Crown Ades I have been marned 1) Rn:hard
Ades for five yem . -

Three years ago. when I was 26 weeks i mm wha: seemed frkn ;
'pede:r. pregnanq I made the decision a!ong with fhy docwr ot to
h;va ammoccm:csls Ax:age 33 ﬂlere seemed no ne d_

You can:tﬁlla prem?omﬂﬂ “mtﬂ,"‘.f,‘?""" £ o
His partner lrnmedmelyde ! théra i

I ‘5 Ly N

-\u\\u N 1»

Walier ynamm”’"*v_ﬁd{aue
iand he'

er. She prepped me for a.n ufnrn.ss:a.tné:4 & J:{}u
natologist said, *1 co ) your do

This was whén our first féars were realizsd
lexmed that in addition to'a ﬂuud-rlled nenfuncuonal beain.: our son
had a malformed heart wlﬂ\ a Iarge hole bemeen :he chamber: dua:
was preventing normal blood flow. He had :llso developed an” L
extremely large cyst fi lled with mr.utmal mauter, and hypenelonr. LI
[abnarmally mde-se:] eyes, anorhcr mdkauon of 5 severe brain dam- .. R
age. We later found out that these qmpwms.added up to Tnsorny :
13, a serious chromosomal disorder, - 7 % s, : .

With cach new bic ofmformauon. the tears ﬂowed I'nrder R:chard
was holding me. | thoughtwe wera the only parents in tha worldwho .
had ever heard such devastating news. We wanted this baby desper-

e € A e B Lt

LTIt e e

ately. This was our son, We were prepa.nng our hrmly and our vvodd. e

for hirni. And now, we had 1o prepare fora cragedy Away wentthe

baby-name books, the shower invitations, the first birthday party, o

the baseball games, the bar mitzvah. Away went our dream. . :
Along with the tears, the questians ﬂowed Could a cardlolcglst o

fix our son’s heart? Could a ncurosur- * “Continued on page 225

e
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Once the leader in contraceptive re-
scarch, forexample, this counery now of-
fers women fuwer tvpes of contracep-
tives thanother industrial nations. [nehe
1980s, tens of thousands of women in-
jured by a defective contraceptive, the
Dalkon Shieid. began winning suits
against the manufacturer. A H. Robins
Company, that eventually totaled bil-
lions of dollars. Robins was found to
have knowingly misled doctors and pa-
tients about the device's safety, but fiems
guilty of no wrongduing feared that they,
too, could be sued. Almostali the com-
panies researching new contraceptives
abandoned the effort.

The smaller but still substantial med-
ical liability awards won in suits against
doctors by parents of babies born with
various birth defects have also drasti-
cally raised the cost of malpractice poli-
cies for doctors who practice obstetrics.
Many general practitioners and family
physicians who used to deliver as pact
of general medicine have found the ob-

e-e

v

. geon repalr hls bram’ Could an eye surgeon b

-."lf my son. survived the pregnancy, he had no
S chance of life. Every day meant pain and to
ture for him. What were we going to dol As°

3

v hls ‘mother, | could not gllow my child to suffer '
: ;‘«- By this tims, a ganenasthad joined us ta dis-

V-_.could carry to term. | could have 2 cesarean.’l
' ,:could induce premature fabor in the rrnterm_ty
~ward. All of those posed high risks for me, and °

help him to see? Could this baby survive? Was .
'-_'thom anythmg, anything ac all, thae could_be ‘
*',;',-'_fdone’ The answers ware emphacically no,’k

mourwommghmaraandrtmrealEven

CUss our optiohs. We wenc through them all

rnore pain and suffering for my son. The doc
tors felt that an ltact Dilation and Emcuon_

(intace D&E) would be che safesz for me, my
baby and far my future children. This is when .

we [earned aboyt Dr. fames McMahon and his

dinic in Califernia. A

* When I met Dr: McMahon. | asked him anly
one question: “Vvauld my baby be in any pam"
This kind and gencle man assured me he would |
not. He specialized in cases flike ours—families
in crisis and tragedy. He explained the proce-
dure step by step to us. He set our minds at
ease. We knew we were in good hands. ~|
The procedure was difficulc and painful. Dr.
McMzhen put me under anesthesia and insert-
‘ed Lominarla {a type of seaweed) to slowly
dilate my cervix. He and his scalf were compas-
sionace and pacient as he painstakingly deter-

SEPTEMBERSELF179¢

"' And third, | ive in aph:ewheremyrlghu asan
' individual have not been compromised. - ‘
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stetrical coverage they need prohi-
bitively expensive and have dropped
vbstetrics from thetr practices. Even
some ob/gyns have been discouraged
from accepting high-risk pregnancies,
Across the country, and especially in
rural areas and poor inner gities, more
and mgre women now have difficulty
finding adequate medical care during
pregnancy and childhirth,

This is a touchy and technical issue.

Patients who are victimized by negli-
gence or incompetence vbviously de-
serve adequate compensation. But doc-
tors who are willing to undertake risky
procedures required by their patients
and companies uying to develop new
treatments and techniques alse need
protection against financial ruin be-
cause of complications or deaths that
inevitably occur.
BERYL LIEFF BENOERLY is the author of In Her
Own Right; The Insthtute of Medicine’s Guide to
Women's Health Issues, to be published by tho
National Academny Press this fall.

own comforung home was 2 It.mlry rel_gil:,;qa%ﬂ
/Tfm ent:na process taok three days “Thery

,.lronkaﬂy the final day of my proazdure was
Yorry Kippir: the hofiest day of the Jewish year:
On Yomn Kippur. we are uked to mourn (hose
who have passed and pray to Gad to ms::nhe'
into'the Book of Life.'t prayed more than

oheperscncanpray Impmymgforaﬂofus

. 7. Althaugh 1 never imagined | would be faced
- with such a dacision, | can honestly say that for

many reasons, | feel vary blessed. Firse, | was

" “able to find out when | did. Second. 'l had

access to the finest medical care in the world.

- Though | pray that no one has to go thr -.igh‘
what we did, there ara people who will. Hany

‘failies who are opposed to aboruon have

chosen this procedure, having come realize
its nacessity. All wamen should have the pro-
tection, the guidance and the access thag mod-
ern medicine allows. ~Claudia Crown Ades .
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For thoge on both eides of the abortion issue, late-term abortions ara
particularly troubling. At no other time ims the clash betwcen a woman's right to
choose and a fetue' right te develop more evident than when the fetus may be
advanced enough to survive outside the womb. .

But the vote before the U.S. Senate thie week i@ not about defending the
procedure that opponents call partial=blrth abortion and doctora call intact
dilation and extraction. It is about keeping governmment out of private medical
and moral dacisions that are best made by a woman in consultation with her
doctor, her family and her God.

Lagt week, the House overrode President Clinton's veto of a measure that
would ban tho rarely umed late—term abortion procedure. Clinton, who has long
‘held that abortion should be "safa and legal, but rare,™ vetoed the maasdre in
April aftaer Republicane refused to include an excaption allowing such abortiono
‘'Ain eases whare a woman's health is andangorad

The marter now goas to the U.S. Senate. If ths Senate fails to uphold
Clinton's veteo, the abeortion procedure would bBe the first to ba outlawed since
the Supreme Court upheld women's right to choose in 1973. More chilling, for the
first time, American doctors could go to prison for performing a medical
procedure they consider in the best interenst of their pationt. ’

The issue is not whether intact dilation and extraction is a grisly
" procedure. It is. And it is particularly disturbing if, as a recent Washington
Poet article reported, soma women elect the procedura for nonmedical reasons.
But the real issue is whether government should pass a single law meant to apply
_ tO every woman's circumatances.

Viki Wilson of Fresnno, Calif., had the procedure not because her own life was

‘in danger but becaude she learneéd late in pregnancy that her baby‘'s brain had
grown putside ita head. Claudia Adee of Los Angeles had the procedure after four
" doctors told her it was the safest and most humane way t.o end her pregnanoy. Her
' 26-week 0ld fetus had a oeversly malformed -brain, a hole in Lts heart and no
‘chance of wsurvival. And Vikki Stella of Naperville, Ill., had the procedurec
because she found nut late in her prognanecy that her baby had no brain. "I
wanted this baby,” she gald. "I choge to take him off life support, which was my
body. Congress has no right interfering in our livee and our tragedies.”

No law can addreas the myriad of circumptances that lead women to have an
abortion in the late stagee of pregnancy. Among those who rchoose the procedure,
‘many are poor, young, ignorant about thelr bodies, or the ‘victims of rape or
.incest, say the handful of physiclans who perform it. If government is to have
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any role in curtailing abortions. it mhould be to enpure that every woman has
access to family-planning servicesa. That is especially so in a atate such as
Gaeorgla, where poor women walt up to six woeke to_gat contraceptiven.

Government has no role., however, in the very private, often wrenching
declaicna that women make about thelr reproduction. With ths vote in the House,
the religlous right has scored a big win in its battle to strip women of their
right to choocoe. It’s up to the Senate to turn back the extremist forceae.

’
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THE CONGRESSTIONRL Pasét Office is under sloge. The Christian Coalition, the
catholic bishope and others have sent a million preprinted postcards urging
Congréss to ban a pronedure they incorreotly term "partial-birth abortion.”

They urge Congress t0 nverride Prasident Clinton'e veto of a bill
ceriminalizing this late-term abortion procedure, correctly termed intact’
dilation and extractjion. ' .

Buried among the mountain of mail are several dozen latters from women who
" have had an IDE abortion. They ara begging Congress not to criminalize tha
proceduxre that savaed their lives. Thess are real familiem with wanted
pregnancles who faced tragic circumstances. Thelr words are compelling:

"Dear Members of Congress:
"My name le Coreen Costallo and'I_hm writing to you on behalf of my family

"On March 24, 1995, when I was seven months pregnant, an ultragound revealed
that our third ehild, a darling baby girl, wao dying. She had a lethal
neurological disorder and had beén unable to move any part of her tiny body for -
almoat two months Sha was unable to swallow amniotic fluid and, as a result, the . .
excess fluld was puddling in my uterus. ' -

"Our -physicians discussed our optlons with us. When they mentioned
terminating the pregnancy, we rejected it cut of hand. We arg Christiane and
congervative. We balieve strangly in the rights, value and ranctlity of the
unborn. Abortion wae simply not an option we would ever congider. This was our -
daughter. We asked our pastor to baptize her in uters. We named her Katherine
Grace )

. "Amniotic fluid continued to puddle into my uterus at a rata of great concern
ro my docrtors. I was carrying an extra 9 pounds of fluid. It became incrcasingly
difficult to breath, to @it or walk. I could not sleep. My health was rapldly

deteriorating. :

“we considered a Caegarean section, but experts at Cedars-Sinai Hoepital felt
that the riske to my health and possibly to my llfe weze too great. A Caegarean
section is done to save babies. In my case, even if a Caemarcan could be done,
Rathorine would have died the moment the umblllcal cord was cut. ™
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"Thin procedure all!owed me to deliver my daughter intact. My hugband and T
were able to eee and hold our daughter, I will never forget the time I had with
her, nor will 1 forget har pracious face. "

Daar Homber of Congrees:

My name is Vikki Stella. My hucband Archer and I live in Naperville, Ill., We
have three children

"A little lees than two years a4go I wag in my third trimester of pregnancy
with a

" much-wanted son. But thon at 32 weecks, our world turned upeido-down. (M)y son
was diagnoseqd with at leagt nine major anomalies: these included a fluid-filled
cganium with no brain rniscue at all

*Our options were oxttamely llmitod becauce of my diabetes. I don't heal as
well as other people so walting for normal labor to occur, inducing labor early,
or having a C-seotion would have had potentially severa health consequences for

. me.

"The (IDE) procedure was gentle and our baby boy wae delivered intact. We
held him and gaid our goodbyes. Wo named him Anthony. He oould never have
survived outgide my womb, so I did the kindest thing, the most loving thing I
knew to do. I took my son cff life &upport.™

*Doar Sir/Madamo:

"Exactly one year ago I' had an ihtact dilation and evacuation {IDE)} becaume
‘our son, our first child, had pevere hydrocephalus. Hydrocephalus occura when
thare ie too much fluid in the hecad and a brain cannot devalop. "

"As our pon could not swallow, he was not absorbing amniotic fluld; this
fluid would have continued to develop and could have caused my uterua to
rupture. In addition to the fluid problem, if our son had dled in utero, the
resulting toxins could have regquired a hysterectomy.”

“There is a lot of confusion as to how these procedures are. performed. Let me
tell you how it (s done. Nc scissors are used and no one sucked out our soh's
braing. A simple needle was used to drain the excass fluid from hia head to
allow him to pass through the birth canal undamaged.

"I am a registered Republican and my husband and I are practicing catholics.
We believe that God led us to the bast. doctéra, wha recommended the best
procedure for our circumetances. We are expectlng another baby in seven weeks, a
child that might never have been poseible had we heen fornad by ill-adviaeed
legisldtion tc have a procedure less appropriate for our circumetances.”

‘Mary and William Line
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Dear Honoradle Representativese:

" You have seen tﬁe diagrame of thoge sweet liﬁtle Gerber—like babias. How wa
wish our baby locoked like that, Our baby waa riddled with deformities that,
frankly, are not pleasing to tha eye - but he wase our son. '

Thie isn‘t eimply a late term abortion. It's a badly needed medical
procedure. This le medicine, not politics.

"We are the families who will forever have a hols in our heartp. We are the
families that had to choose how our bahies would die. Now we ask you, no, we boag
you, on behalf of all thoge unfortunate women who come after us, to vigorously
join Preeident Clinton in suppeort of women's health and familias in crieis, and
appose this heinous*legislalLion. Thank you.

—  ..8incerely and respectfully,
Richard and Claudia Crown Ades
-.l‘*
congrees is acheduled.to vote to ovaerride Praﬂi&ont Clinton'es veto this
month. It will decide what the future holds for the hundrods of familjee that

rely on thie medically necessary procedure when a wantod pregnancy hae gone
horribly wrong. '

David Nova is public affalrse directer for Planned Paranthood of the Blue
Ridge, Inc.

GRAPHIC: GRAPHIC: gGary Viskupic/Newgday.
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Listen to an aesisting nurse describe partial-birth abortions.
(The doctor)} delivered the haby's body and arme —- everything but the head.

The deotor kept the baby's head jumt ifside the uterus. The baby's littla
fingers were clasping and unclasping, and hie fcet were kicking. Then the doctor
ptuck the scissors through the back of (the baby s) head, and the baby's arms
jerked ocut in a flinch -- a etartled reaction, like a baby deooc when he thinks,
he might fall. The doctor uvpened up the scigsors, stuck a highpowered guction

" tube into the opening, and sucked the baby's brains cut. Now the baby was
completely limp. o :

And that practice has the endorgesent of the President of the Unitad Statas.
After Congreses voted in April teo ban partial-birth abortions, Bill cClinton
coneidered it worth a veto to protect puch a grisly act. As usual, he- wrapped
his pretense gecurely {in deceit, ¢laiming the procedure gsomecimes wap necaaaazy
to protect a mother’s life. That is patently faloa.

Por ons thing, ‘the bill he vetoed would permit the procaedure if it were
necassary to save a mother. Buk mora important, no such instanzes have been
found to exist. Former Surgeon General C. Rverett Koop was charitable about the
President's remarks. '‘'T believe that Mr. Clinton was misled by his medical
‘advisers on what is fact and what is fiction in reference to late-term
abortion, ' Koop sAys. °'Because in no way can I twiet my mind to cee that the'

" lata-term abortions as described -~ you know, partial birth, and then
destruction of the unborn child before the head is born--- 18 a medical
necessity Lor the mother. '’ o

Supporters of the practice also claim it is performed only raroly and in
capes of mevere fotal abnormality. Those are lies as well. A New Jarsey reporter
covering ' ‘women's i1ssues'' for The Record (and apparently nc oympathizer of the
pro-life movemsnt) recently found that doctore in her state perform at least .
1,500 partial-birth abortions each year -- moot of them elective. ''We have .
occasiona) amnia abnormality.'’ one doctor told her, ‘‘but it's a minuscule
‘amount.’

.

Indeed, the women flankan Clinton when he signed the veto conceded the

President micled the public inte thinking their lives had been in jeopardy. tIMYy

procedure was elective, '’ Claudia Ades told repnrters, '’'ae wore 3ll the othar
(abortinng of the) women who were at the White House yedgterday.' *

Amaricans havo learned hot to expect any better from the hollow man who ie
President. But Congress has an obligaticn today to override his mieguided vsto.
No excuse exlsts for euch lawful brutality of infanta. A nation thatr will
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tolerate this is, indeed, lost.
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