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_‘4‘:“ Michael Cohen
10/08/97 10:32:19 AM

Record Type: Record

To: Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EOP

cc: Elena Kagan/OPD/EOP
Subject: Possible test compromise option

What do you think of the foliowing as a way to build on the separate compromises Porter and Obey
have each floated:

1. NAGB is in charge of the test and we get the $ for development

2. Can't administer the test unless we get following % of kids participating:
® FY 99 --25% minimum, and 50% maximum

® FY2000- 33% minimum, and 60% maximum

¢ FY2001-51% minimum, and no maximum

{If we need to call 99 and 2000 "national field tests" we can.

3. One year authorization of appropriation for FY99 of no more than $45 million {50% participation
level) for test administration

4, After that, test administration is an allowable use of Chapter Il {education block grant) funds.
We won't seek additional funds for implementation.

This approach gives us all the authorization we need to proceed with development and -
implementation; preserves our pledge to pay for 1st year of implementation; gives Porter some
version of his proposed compromise that we not implement until we get half the country signed on
for the nationa! test, though enabling us to get there in a few manageable steps; and gives Obey
the ability to dump this in Chapter Il as he proposed, while scaling back our FY98 request for a
separate appropriation in half. And it gives the Republicans the benefit of making it much more
difficult for us to keep cutting Chapter Il funds, and holds out the promise of turning us into
supporters at appropriations time.
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Record Type: Record

To: Michael Cohen/OPD/ECP

ce: Elena Kagan/OPD/EQP
Subject: Re: Possible test compromise option @

Why is that (one year at 45m, with no new funds beyond that} better than Obey, with a permanent
block grant increase of up to 90m (even if it's badly distributed}? If extra $ to administer the test is
such an impediment in your sales pitch, we can get businesses to pick up part of the tab.

| also think a cap is a very bad idea. We can survive a trigger, if it's low enough -- but who's going
to tell the President that this test won't be national until 3 mos. after he leaves office? We'll be
lucky to get to 60%, of course -- but a cap makes it seem like a demonstration project. Besides,
what would you really be capping, if we're not paying for it anyway?
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Record Type: Recard

To: Michael Cohen/OPD/EQOP

cc: Elena Kagan/OPD/EOP
Subject: Re: Possible test compromise option [

Of course, if the Repubs don't like Obey, then a variant of Porter may be necessary -- so your
suggestion is not as bad as | made it sound. But why not just shoot for a simple, lower trigger? |
suppose that INSTEAD OF a trigger, we could do a first-year cap at 50% (no trigger), but for 1999
only. But | would want the President’s OK for that first.
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Record Type: Record

To: Elena Kagan/OPD/EQOP
cc:

Subject: Re: Possible test compromise option

| forgot to copy you in before | sent this.
Forwarded by Michael Cohen/OPD/EOP on 10/08/97 11:16 AM

Michael Cohen
10/08/97 11:14:31 AM
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Record Type: Record

To: Bruce N. Reed/OPD/ECP

CccC:
Subject: Re: Possible test compromise option @

As far as | know, we don't have any committement from Obey to add $90 million or any other
amount to Chapter {I--so getting $45 million in FY99 (probably more than we will need} is a better
deal than Obey's offer. But after the first year, |'m suggesting we take Obey's offer, and if we can
get a committment to additional Chapter Il funds from him, so much the better. | just think it's
more important to get the first year money 'clearly nailed down, or we will have a much harder time
getting this off the ground.

With regard to the caps, | simply viewed that as something we could give the Republicans without
actually giving away much at all, while getting some protection for ourselves if we are unable to
scale up very quickly. !'ll admit | hadn't considered the timing with respect to the end of the
President's term. | take it from your response that you are not volunteering to break the news to
the President yourself. 1 take hints well, so | wouldn't either.

We could handle this in a few ways. One would be to remove the cap after the first year. The
main value would be in limiting the effort we'd be asking Obey to commiti to in next year's budget,
as a way of preserving 1st year funding. In my formulation, this would make the 7993
administration a demonstration or field test, but as long as we get to 51% in the next year we
would be implementing national tests. And | suspect that if we don't have half the country by
then, the story will be that Clinton didn’t get his national tests in place before he left office.

Another would be to try a different approach all together, still trying to keep 1st year money and
give us some basis for dealing with Obey and Porter in terms they would recognize based on their
own proposals. What about a new line in Chapter Il just for the tests--a discretionary grant
program to districts signing up to the test. When the % of kids participating reaches a set amount




(50%, 80%??7?), then the separate funds just get rolled into the main Chapter Il program as Obey
would have done originally.
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Mnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
September 24, 1997

Subcommittee on Labor-
HHS-Education Appropriations
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Conferees:

We the undersigned are writing to express our support for the voluntary national
testing proposal that was approved by a vote of 87-13 and to inform you of our .
intention to filibuster the conference report on the FY98 Labor-HHS-Education

appropriations bill if it fails to include the compromise testing plan.

The plan on testing that was approved by a vote of 87-13 supports the development
of voluntary new reading and math tests for 4th and 8th graders under the control of
the independent and bipartisan National Assessment Governing Board. The Board
would be authorized to oversee all aspects of the tests being developed, and its
membership would be expanded to provide greater independence and a more
balanced mix of elected officials, business representatives, and others.

For the first time in our nation’s history, this voluntary national testing program
would allow parents around the nation to compare the academic performance of their
children, their neighborhood schools, and their local district with any other place in
the nation. A broad coalition of business and education groups have all expressed
their strong support for this new way of measuring academic progress in a uniform
manner. While the tests will not be administered until the spring of 1999, 7 states
and 15 major school districts have already signed ‘up for the tests.

Without this voluntary new test, parents will lack accurate and comparable
information and students in too many schools will not be prepared for the demanding

workplaces of the 21st century. We therefore suongly urge you support the
bipartisan plan to develop these voluntary new tests in the conference report.

Sincerely,

Tl Mg
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09/25/97 07:19:17 PM
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Record Type: Record

To: Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EQOP, Elena Kagan/OPD/EOF

cc:
Subject: Senate test letter

We now have 42 signatures on the Bingaman letter threatening to filibuster Labor/HHS if it doesn't
let the test move forward.

We are still trying to get Byrd, who has not yet responded, and Graham, who has already said no.
Riley is very close to Graham:; if | can track him down in CA tonight, | will ask him to call Graham.
Wellstone also has turned us down; he's a much longer shot, though Riley has done him a couple
of very big favors, so [ will ask Riley what he thinks about calling Wellstone also.

Rahm is in charge of the timing and nature of the release on this, though in the main we are aiming
to get this out on Friday.

As you know, Ashcroft has got 27 sighatures--including 14 R's who voted for the Coats
amendment and have now gone the other way--on a letter urging the conferees to support
Goodling.

| have asked Checker to take some public step in support of the Senate bill--an op-ed, something
with Bennet. | also have a call in to Engler for the same.
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UNITED STATES . e NEWS
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION (&¥% ,

FOR RELEASE , : Contact: Melinda Kitchell Malico
September 25, 1997 ' (202) 401-1008

STATEMENT BY U.S. SECRETARY OF EDUCATION RICHARD W. RILEY
on voluntary national test specifications

The Council of Chief State School Officers and the panel it established have concluded work on
recommendations for specifications for national tests in the basic skills of reading and math. [
thank them for their hard work on this very important effort.

The Adminisuation heas proposed that the independent bipartisan National Assessment

~* . - Goveming Board (NAGB) be in charge of the tests and [ am pleased that the Senate voted bya
large bipartisan majority to adopt our proposal. [ hope and expect that this provision will soon
be epacted into law when Congress completes work on the appropriations bill and sends the
President a bill he can sign. At that point, NAGB will assume full responsibility for oversesing

the development of the voluntary national tests. :

NAGB already oversees the widely used and respected National Assessment of Educational

- . Progress NAEP). The NAEP frameworks were developed through a broad national consensus

: " process and 43 states participate in the NAEP tests. The voluntary national tests will be based on
the NAEP content and performance standards and must be fully consistent with NAEP. The
voluntary national tests can be thought of as individualized versions of NAEF that, unlike NAEP,
will for the first ime provide parents, teachers and students with information about how wel}
individual students are doing compared o national standards. It is important that Congress act
expeditiously to ensure NAGB's role in overseeing thesq, tests.

™ - - Because ofits role in overseeing NAEP, NAGB s best suited 10 ensure cornparability between

the voluntary national tests and NAEP tests, One issue that NAGB will need to address is the
National Test Panel's recommendation that srudents be permirted to use calculators for the entire
eighth-grade mathematics test. NAEP permits calculators 1o be used on just over a quarter of the
exam, In my view, a test of eighth-grade students should measure, as NAEP does, whether
students have learned how to do arithmetic accurately without a caleufator. But a visit 1o any
good eighth-grade classroom will show students who have moved beyond arithmeric to more

~ . . advanced topics -- and are using calculators to do work in algebra and geometry, such as finding

' Square roots, exponents and other rigorous work. That is why a test of eighth-grade students
should also measure, as NAEP does, whether students can do advanced mathematics using
calculators as a tool.

In order to ensure that test development does not proceed befare NAGB assumes its new role, [
will not forward the test panel's recommended specifications to the test contractor at this time,
When NAGB assumes its new role, | will urge them to take the sieps necessary to ensure that the

- specifications for the national tests are fully consistent with those for NAEP. NAGB will be
responsible for the final specifications that wil] guide the selection of test items. The contractor
will discontinue development of test items until NAGB has approved test specifications.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 19, 1997

~ MEMORANDUM FOR ERSKINE BOWLES

FROM: BRUCE REED
MIKE COHEN

SUBJECT: CONFERENCE STRATEGY FOR NATIONAL TESTS

White House and Education Department staff met this week to develop a conference strategy for
the national testing initiative. This memo outlines our basic approach.

I. Basic Objectives

We must come out of the conference with a bill that provides both the authority and the funds to
proceed with the testing initiative, and with the tests under the control of an independent National
Assessment Governing Board. The Senate bill provides the NAGB provisions we need.
However, neither bill provides the funds. The Gorton block-grant amendment in the Senate
eliminated the funds for the Fund for Improving Education (the account from which test
development is funded), while the Goodling amendment prohibits the use of any funds for test
development.

At the same time we should keep working to assemble a veto-proof margin of support for these
provisions in the House. This requires picking up 20 votes over the 125 who initially opposed
Goodling. In addition, in order to put the testing plan on firmer footing over the long haul, we
will aim generally to secure broader support within the Democratic Caucus and among moderate
Republicans in the House.

II. Timing

The conferees are likely to be appointed and begin work next week. In addition to the
conventional practice of naming the subcommittee chairs, it is conceivable that Goodling will
push to be named a conferee as well. ~

Staff from Legislative Affairs predict that this will be a long conference, with the prospect of one
or more short-term CR’s that will carry us through to mid-October before likely completion.

The testing issue will be one of the most difficult conference issues, along with the Gorton
- amendment and funding levels for several specific programs including Goals 2000, Pell, and



America Reads. Qutside of education, it appears that the Teamsters election will also be a
difficult issue. At this point, it is too early to determine the likely interplay among these issues,
the tradeoffs we may be forced to consider among them, or additional modifications to the testing
initiative itself that we will need to consider. As we continue to consult with our current and
most likely supporters in the House, we will clarify what our options are likely to be.

III. Communications
Our best strategy for achieving victory is to-convince the Republicans that they will pay a heavy
price, again, for opposing our efforts to improve public education.

Therefore, we will work to tie the House vote on testing, the Senate block grant vote, and the
anticipated DC voucher proposals together to support an overall message that the President is
trying to improve public education, while Republicans are once again trying to abandon and
weaken it.

We have several key opportunities to begin to hammer the message home over the next several
weeks, starting with this Saturday’s radio address and Charter Schools event. The Education
Department is planning a press conference for Secretary Riley next week to amplify this
message, and we are working with the Vice President’s office to develop events that would
enable him to carry this message as well. In addition, we will look for additional events for the
President and other principals in the next several weeks.

The Education Department will continue its efforts to speak to editorial boards around the
country, now targeting key editorial boards in the states and districts of conferees.

We will again urge business leaders -- CEO’s affiliated with the Business Roundtable, the
Chamber of Commerce, and the National Alliance of Business, as well as the high tech CEQ’s
who endorsed the President’s plan last Spring - to place op-eds in support of the tests and to
seek other opportunities to visibly highlight their support. In addition, we will ask supportive
Republican opinion leaders (e.g., Finn, Ravitch, Engler) to place op-eds. Both groups can be
particularly helpful in framing the Senate provision as a compromise House Republicans can and
should accept. . .

IV. Legislative

White House and Education Department staff, as well as Secretary Riley, will work with our
friends in the House to determine how best to broaden our support on both sides of the aisle. On
the Republican side, Porter, Riggs and Castle are most likely to assemble moderate support
behind the Senate provisions, though it is not yet clear how they will deal with Goodling, who
remains dug in. We expect our business supporters to reach out to both the House Republican
leadership and targeted members who are most likely to be supportive.

On the Democratic side, we will continue to work to address concerns of the Black and Hispanic
Caucuses. Secretary Riley will meet next week with Reps. Harold Ford Jr., Al Wynn and Chaka
Fattah, the three members of the Black Caucus who voted against Goodling, to seek their advice
on how we can best approach others in the Caucus. Right now, we believe the primary issue for



the CBC is school construction. If it becomes clear that the support of the Black Caucus for the
tests can be gained only by committing to a school construction initiative, we would recommend
serious consideration of this, outside our normal budget process. In this case, the best move we
can make on this front in the short-term would be to support the Daschle/Gephardt proposal.

We will continue to look for steps we can take to reduce the concerns of the Hispanic Caucus.
As you know, the central issue here is our decision to give the reading test only in English. We
are exploring a number of ways to address this. One would identify existing, commercially
available reading tests in Spanish that are based on the same national standards as our reading
test, and would therefore be highly comparable. We are addressing a number of feasibility issues
before we will be ready to discuss this option with the caucus and others in the Hispanic
community. This option may not be acceptable to the Hispanic Caucus. However, it would not
require Congressional approval, and therefore could not be easily blocked by Republicans. In
addition, we can offer one of the new slots on NAGB to an Hispanic mayor. Further, we are .
working to develop some legislative options (e.g., to explicitly provide for the tests, to permit
NAGB to decide whether to provide them) and to determine whether any could be acceptable to
the Hispanic Caucus without losing Republican support or precipitating an effort to add language
in conference that would prohibit a Spanish language test.

V. Outreach

In addition to the steps above, we will work with our allies in the education and business
communities to continue to support the President’s initiatives, oppose amendments that stop
them, and mobilize behind our overall message to support public education.
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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT
House vote on Goodling Amendment to stop voluntary national tests
4
| am disappointed the House of Representatives vote/tonight to block my

proposal for voluntary national tests in the basic skills. These tests will help raise
expectations for our students, provide clear standards of achievement in 4th grade
reading and 8th grade math, and give parents the tools they need to measure the
progress their children are making. They will hefp our students learn and our
schools continue to improve.

¥ex/the House of Representatives tonight cast a vote for the status quo and
against better schools. The same old forces that have resisted education reform
over the past decade came together to defeat high national standards in the basics.
They have voted against a plan to improve our schools by raising standards,
empowering parents and increasing accountability.

The House vote is unacceptable. Last week, by a bipartisan vote of 87-13,
the Senate endorsed my plan for voluntary national tests to help students master
the basics, and embraced my proposal to place them under the control of the
independent, bipartisan National Assessment Governing Board. My Administration
will work hard to make sure that the final legisiation reflects the bipartisan support
in the Senate and the broad support of the American people.
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Senate Bipartisan Agreement in Support of the President’s Voluntary National Testing
Initiative

. Today, President Clinton’s proposal to set high national standards and test students in 4th
grade reading and 8th grade math gained the strong, bipartisan support of the Senate. This
helps to insure that parents, teachers, students and communities will receive high quality
information on whether students are reaching high standards, allowing us to hold schools
accountable and get extra help to those students who need it.

. The bipartisan agreement reached today adopts the President’s proposal to give authority
for the Voluntary National Tests to the bipartisan, independent National Assessment
Governing Board (NAGB). NAGB currently oversees the National Assessment of
Educational Progress, which tests a nationwide sample of students.

. The agreement also makes NAGB more independent, helping to insure that the National
Tests will be free from politics in the years ahead.

. Under the agreement, NAGB will gain an additional Governor from the other party, as
well as adding Mayors and additional businesspeople. The Board will continue to have
strong representation of teachers, principals, school board members and other educators.

. We are delighted that we will be able to move forward without further delay on the
President’s plan, first announced in his State of the Union address this year.
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Overview:

. House Vote 398 ** HR2264. Fiscal 1998 Labor-
Testing. Goodling, R-Pa., amendment to prohibit
development of national readin
Adopted 295-125: R220-3;D

Date: (09/16/1997)

Positions:

Abercrombie, Neil (D-HT) -
Ackermag. Gary L. (D-NY)
Aderholr, Robert B. (R-AL)
Allen, Tom (D-ME)
Andrews, Robert E. (D-NT)
Archer, Bill (R-TX)
Armoy, Dick (R-TX)
Bachus, Spencer (R-AL)
Baesler, Scomy (D-KY)
Baker, Richard H. (R-LA)

- Baldacci, John (D-ME)
Ballenger, Cass (R-NC)
Barcia, James A. (D-MI)
Bart, Bob (R-GA)

Barreu, Bill (R-NE)

Barrett, Thomas M. (D-WI)
Bartlett, Roscoe G. {(R-MD)
Bartoq, Joe L. (R-TX)

Bass, Charles (R-NH)
Batetman, Herben H. (R-VA)
Becerra, Xavier (D-CA)
Bentsen, Ken (D-TX)
Bereuter, Doug (R-NE)
Berman, Howard L. (D.CA)
Berry, Marion (D-AR)
Bilbray, Bri‘an P.(R-CA)
-Bilirakis, Michae) (R-FL}

Biskop, Sanford D. Jr. (D-GA)

Blagojevich, Rod R. (D-IL)
Bliley, Thomas J. Jr. (R-VA)
Blumenauer, Earl (D-OR)
Blunt, Roy (R-MOQ)

Boehlen, Sherwood (R-NY)
Boehner. Jolin A. (R-OH)

’<-<'<Z'<'Z.'<'-<'<22'42‘°°4'<-<'<Zr<-<~¢"<Z°<Z~<'<'<ZZ*<'Z-¢

Kiug, Scoll L. (R-WT)
Knollenberg, Joe (R-MI)
Kolbe, Jim (R-AZ)

Kucinich, Dennis J. (D-OH) .
LaFalce, Iohn J. (D-NY)
Lakood, Ray (R-IL) -
LaTourette, Steven C. (R-OH)
Lampson, Nick (D-TX)
Lantos, Tam (D-CA)
Lazgent, Steve (R-OK)
Latham, Tom (R-1A)

Lazio, Rick A. (R-NY)
Leach, Jim (R-1A)

Levin, Sander M. (D-MD)
Lewis, Jerry (R-CA)

Lewis, John (D-GA)
Lewis, Ron (R-KY)

Linder, John (R-GA) .
Lipinski, William ©. (DIL)
Livingston, Robert L. (R-LA) .
LoBiondo, Frank A. (R-NJ)
Lofgrcn, Zoe (D-CA)

Lowey, Nita M. (D-NY)
Lucas, Frank D. (R-0K)

Luther, William P. "Bill” (D-MIN)

Maloney, Carolyn B. {D-NY)
Maloney, Jim (D-CT)
Manlon, Thomas J. (D-NY)
Manzullo, Donald (R-IL) .
Markey, Edward J. (D-MA)
Martinez, Matthew G. (D-Ca)
Mascara, Frank R. (D-PA)
Matsui, Robert T. (D-CA)
McCarthy, Carolyn (D-NY)
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HHS Appropriations - National Education
the use of any appropriated funds for the

§ tests for fourth graders and national
75-121 (ND 47-97, SD 28-24); 1 0-

math tests for eight graders.

1, Sept. 16, 1997.
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Borilla, Henry (R-TX)
Bonior, David B. (D-MI)
Bono. Sonny (R-CA)
Borski, Robert A, {(D-PA)
Boswell, Leonard L. (D-IA)
Boucher, Rick (D-VA)
Boyd, Allen (D-FL)
Brady, Kevin (R-TX)
Brown, Corrine (D-FL)
Brown, George B. Jr. (D-CA)
Brown, Sherrod (D-OH)
Bryant, Ed R-TN)

- Bunning, Jim (R-KY)-
Burr, Richard M. (R-NC)
Burton, Dan (R-IN)
Buyer, Steve (R-IN)
Callahan, Sonny (R-AL)
Calven, Ken (R-CA)
Camp. Dave {R:-MI)
Campbell, Tom (R-CA)
Canady, Chartes T. (R-FL)

Cannon, Christopher B. (R-UT)

Capps, Walter Holden (D-CA)
Cardin, Benjamin L. (D-MD)

- Carson, Julia (D-lN; '
Castls, Michael N. (R-DE)
Chabot, Steve (R-OH)
Cﬂlamhliss,'Saxby (R-GA) .

' Ch:noweth.' Helen (R-ID)
Chuistensen, Jon (R-NE)

Clay, William L. (D-MO)
Clayton, Eva (O-NC)
Clemeant, Bob (D-TN)
Clyburn, James B. (D-SC)
Cobie, Howard (R-NC)
Cobum. Tom (R-OK)
Collins, Mac (R-GA)
Combest, Larry (R-TX)
Condit, Gary A. (D-CA)
Conyers, John Jr. (D-MI)
Cook, Menill R-UT)
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MeCarthy. Karen (D-MD)
McCollum, Bili (R-FL)
McCrery, Jim (R-LA)
MeDade, Joseph M. (R-Pﬁ;)
MeDermott, Jim (D-WA)
McGoverm, Jim(D-MA)
McHale, Paul (D-PA)

* McHugh, Iohn M. (R-NY)

Mclnais, Scott (R-CO)
MecIntosh, David M. (R-IN)
Melntyre, Mike (D-NC)
McKeon, Howard P, "Buck” (R-CA)
McKinney, Cynthia A (D-GA)
MeNulty, Michael R, (D-NY)
Meehan, Martin T. (D-MA)
Meek, Caric P. (D-FL)
Menendez, Robert (D-N)
Metcalf, Jack (R-WA)

Mics, John L. (R-FL}
Millender-MeDonald, Juanita (D-CA)
Miller, Dan (R-FL)

Miller. George (D-CA)

Minge, David (D-MN)

Mink, Patsy T. (D-HI)
Moakley, Joe {D—MA)
Mollohan, Alen B. (D.-WV)
Moran, James P. (D-VA)
Moran, Jerry (R-KS)

Morelia, Constance A. (R-MD)
Murtha, Jehn P. (D-PA)
Myrick, Sue (R-NC)

Nadler, Jerrold (D-NY)

Neal, Richard E. (D-MA)
Nethercutt, George (R-WA)
Neusnann, Mark W, (R-'WI)
Ney, Bob (R-OH)

Northup. Anne M. (R-KY)
Norwoad, Charlic (R-CA)
Nussle, Jim (R-1A)

Qberstar, James L. (D-MN)
Obey, David R, (D-WI) -
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Cooksey, John {R-LA)
Costello, Jemry F. (D-IL)
Cox, Christopher (R-CA)
Coyne, William J. (D-PA)
Cramer, Robert E. "Bud” (D-AL)
Crane, Philip M. (R-IL)

'Crapo, Michel D. (R-ID)
Cubin, Barbara (R-WY)
Cummings, Elijah E. (D-MD)
Cueningham, Randy "Duke” (R-_CA) ,
Danner, Pat (D-MQ)
Davis. Danny K. (D-1.)
Davis. Jun (D-FL)
Davis, Thomas M. III (R-YA)
DeFazio, Peter A. (D-OR)
DeGetie, Diapa (D-CQO)
DeLauro, Rosa (D-CT)
Delay, Tom (R-TX)
Deal, Nathan (R-GA)
Detahunt, Bill (D-MA)
Dellums, Ronald V. {D-CA)
Deutsch, Peter (D-FL)
Diaz-Balart, Lincoln {R-FL)

* Dickey, Jay (R-AR)‘
Dicks, Norm (D-WA)
Dingell, Yohn D. (D-MI)
Dixon, Julian C. (D-CA)
Daggett, Lioyd (D-TX)
Dooley, Cal (D-CA)
Dooliule, Joha T. {R-CA)
Doyle. Mike (D-PA)
Dreier, David (R-CA)
Duncan, ;Iohn 1. "Timmy™ Jr. (R-TN)
Dunn, Jennifer (R-WA)
Edwards, Chet (D-TX)
Ehlers, Yernon 7. (R-MD)
Enrlich. Robert Jr. (R-MD)
Emerson, Jo Aan (R-MO)
Engel, Eliot L. (D-NY)
English, Phil (R-PA)
Ensign, John (R-NV)
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Olver, John W, (D-MA)
Ortiz, Solomon P. (D-TX)
Owens, Major R. (D-NY)
Oxicy, Michael G. (R-OH)
Packard, Ron (R-CA)
Pallone, Frank Jr. (D-NI)
Pappas, Michael (R-NT)
Parker, Mike (R-MS)
Pascrell, Bill Ir, (D-NJ}
Pastor, Ed (D-AZ)

Paul, Ron (R-TX)

Paxan, Bill (R-NY)
Pﬁyne, Donald M. (D-NJ)
Pease, Ed (R-IV)

Pelosi, Nancy (D-CA)
Peterson, Collin C. (D-MN)
Petarson, John E. (R-PA)
Permi, Tom (R-WD

Pickering, Charles W. “Chip” Ir. (R-MS)

Pickett, Owen B. (D-VA)
Pitts, Joseph R. (R-PA)
Pombo, Richard W. (R-CA)
Pomeroy, Earl (D-ND)
Porter. John Edward (R-IL)
Pormnan, Rob (R-OH)
Pashard, Glenn {D-IL)
Price, David E. (D-NC)
Pryce. Deborah (R-OH)
Quinn. Jack (R-NY)
Redanovich, George P. (R-CA)
Rahall, Nick I. II (D-WV)
Ramstad, Jim (R-MN)
Rangel, Chartes B, (D-NY)
Regula, Ralph (R-OH)
Reyes, Silvestre (D-TX)
Riggs, Frank (R-CA)
Riley, Bob (R-AL)

Rivers, Lyan (D-MI)
Roemer, Tim (D-IN)
Rogan, James BE. (R-CA)
Rogers, Harold (R-KY)
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Eshoo, Anna G. (D-CA)
Etheridge, Bob (D-NC)
Evans, Lane (D-1L)
Everett, Terry (R-AL)
Ewing, Thomas W. (R-IL)

" Farr, Sam (D-CA)

Fattah, Chaka (D-PA)
Fawell, Harris W. (R-IL)
Fazio, Vic (D-CA)

Filney, Bob (D-CA)

Flake, E"loyd H.(D-NY)
Foglietta, Thomas M. (D-PA)
Foley, Mark {R-FL)

. Forbes, Michaal &, (R-NY)

Ford, Harold E. Ir. (D-TN)
Fowler, Tillie (R-FL)

Fox, Jon D. (R-PA)

Frank, Barney (D-MA)

" Fragks, Bob (R-NT)
Frelinghuysen, Rodney (R-NT}
Frost, Martdn (D-TX)

Furse, Elizabeth (D-OR)
Gallegly, Blion (R-CA)
Ganske. Greg (R-Iﬁ_:)
Qejdenson, Sam (D-CT)
Gekas, George W, (R-PA)
Gephardt, Richard A. (D-MO)
Gibbons, Jim (R-NV)
Gilchrest, Wayne T. (R-MD)
Gillmor, Paul E. (R-OH)

- Gilman, Benjamin A. (R-NY)
Gingrich, Newt (R-GA)
Gonzalez, Henry B. (D-TX)
Goode, Virgil H. Jr. (D-VA)

" Qaodlatte, Robert W. (R-VA)
Goodling, Bill (R-PA)
Gordon, Bart (D-TN)

Goss, Portet J. (R-FL)
Graham, Lindsey (R-3C)
CGranger. Kay (R-TX)
Green. Gene (D-TX)
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.Rohrabacher, Dana (R-CA)

Ros-Lehtinen, lleana (R-FL)
Rothmén, Steve R. (D-NJ)
Roukema, Marge (R-NJ)
Roybal-Allard, Lucille (D-CA)
Royee, Ed (R-CA)

Rugh, Bobby L. (D-IL)

Ryun, Jim (R-KS)

* Sabe, Martin Olav (D-MN)

Salmon, Matt (R-AZ)
Sanchez, Lorerta (D-CA)
Sanders, Bernard (I-VT)
Sandlin, Max (D-TX)
Sanford, Mark (R-SC)
Sawyer, Tom (D-OL)
Saxton, H. James (R-NJ)
Scarborough, Joe (R-FL)
Schaefer, Daa (R-CO)
Schaffer, Bob (R-CO)
Schiff, Steven H. (R-NM)
Schumer, Charles E. {D-NY)

‘Seott, Robert C. (D-VA)

Sensenbrenner, F, James Je. (R-WT)
Sefrano, Jose E. (D-NY)
Sessions, Fete (R-TX)
Shadegpg, Iohn (R-AZ)

Shaw, E. Clay Jr. (R-FL)
Shays, Christopher (R-CT)
Sherman, Brad (D-CA)
Shimkus, John M. (R-1L.)
Shuster, Bud (R-PA)

Sisisky, Normean (D-VA)
Skaggs, David E. (D-CO)
Skecn, Jos (R-NM)

Skelton, Tke (D-MQ)
Slaughter, Louise M. (D-NY)
Smith, Adam (D-WA)

Stnith, Bob (R-OR)

Smith, Chrisiophee H. (R-NJ)
Smith, Lamar (R-TX)

Smith, Linda (R-WA)

40f6

A AR A R e R R e R I R R I R I R R e

LSS



_.09/17/97__10:28 B

Greenwood, Jamss C. (R-PA)
Gutierrez, Luis V. (D-IL)
Gutknecht, Gil (R-MN)

Hall, Ralph M. (D-TX)

Hall, Tony P. (D-OH)
Hamilton, Les H. (D-IN)
Hansen, James V. (R-UT)
Harmag, lane (D-CA)
Hastert, Dennis (R-IL})
Hastings; Alcee L. (D-FL}
.H;stings. Richard "Doc* (R-WA)
Hayworth, 1.D. (R—A;)
. Hefley, Joel (R-CQ)

Hefner, W.G. "Bill" (D-NC)
Herger, Wally (R-CA)

Hill, Rick (R-MT)

ifilleary, Van (R-TN)
Hilliard, Earl F. (D-AL) ‘
Hinchey, Maurice I. (D-NY)
Hinojosa, Ruben (D-TX) '
Hobsoa. David L. (R-OH)
Hocksira, Peier (R-MI)
Helden, Tim (D-PA)

Huaaley, Darlene CD-ER}
Hom, Steve (R-CA)
Hoseealer, John (R-IN')
Houghton, Amo (R-NY)
Hoyer, Steny H. (D-MD)
_Hulshof, Kenny (R-MO)
Huater, Duncan (R-CA)
Hutchinsan, Asa (R-AR)
Hyde, Henry J. (R-IL}

Inglis, Bob (R-SCj

Istock, Emest (R-OK)
Jackson, Jesse Ir. (D-IL)
Jackson-Lee, Shaila (D-TX)
Jeffetson. Wiillam J. (D-LA)
Jeakins, Bill (R-TN)
- John, Chris (D-LA)
Johnson, Eddie Bernice (D-TX)
Johnson; Jay W. (D-WTI)

A G e T B - T T L S A I A o e S A - B

<

»

Z <8

Smith, Nick {R-MI)
Snowbarger, Vince (R-KS)
Snyder, Vic (D-AR)

Solomon, Gerald B\H. (R-NY)
Souder, Mark (R-IN)

Spence, Floyd D. (R-5C)
Spratt, John M., Ir, (D-SC)
Stabenew, Debbie (D-MT)
Stark, Pete (D-CA)

" Stearns, CLUST (R-FL)

Stenholm, Charles W. ('b-TX)
Stokes, Louis (D:0H)
Suicklend, Ted (D-OH)

- Stump, Bob (R-a42}.

Stupak, Bant (D.MI)

.Sunupu, John B. (R-NH)

Talent, James M. R-MO)
Tenaner, John (D-TN)
Tauscher, Ellen 0. (D-CA)
Tauzin, W.I. °Biily" (R-LA)
Taylor, Charles H. (R-NC)
Taylor, Gene (D-MS)
Thomas, Bill (R-CA)
Thompson, Beanie (D-MS)

Thombermry, Wilfiam M. “Mac" (R-TX)

Thune, John (R-SD)

‘Thurmiag, Karen L. (O-FL)
Tiahr¢, Todd (R-KS)

Tierney, Joha F, (D-MA)
Torres, Bst:eban E.(D-CA)
Towns, Edolghus (D-NY)
Tralicant, James A. Jr. (D-OH)
Turner, Iim (D-TX)

Upton, Fred (R-MI)
Veluzquez, Nydia M. (D-NY)
Vento, Bruce F. (D-¥N) -
Visclosky. Peter 1.(D-IN)
Walsh, James T. (R-NY)

- Wamp, Zach (R-TN)

Waters, Maxine (D.CA)
Watkins, Wes (R-OK)
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% Watt, Melvin (D-NC)

| wighnson; Natiey L. (R-CT) N Y
Johnson, Sam (R-TX) Y Waus 1.C.(R-OK) Y
Jones, Walter B. Ir. (R-NC) Y Waxman. Henry A. (D-CA) N
Kanjorski. Paul E. (D-PA) N  Weldon, Curt (R-PA) Y
Kaptur, Marcy (D-CH) Y Weldon, Dave (R-FL) Y
Kasich, John R. (R-OH) Y  Weller, Jenry (R-IL) Y
Kelly, Sue W. (R-NY) Y Wexler, Robert (D-FL) N

. Kennedy, Joseph P. L (0-MA) N Weygand, Bob (D-Rl) N
Kennedy, Patrick J. (D-RI) N  White, Rick R-WA) Y
Keonelly, Barbara B. (D-CT) N Whitfield, Edward R-KY) Y
Kiklee, Dale E. (D-MI) N Wicker, Roger (R-MS5) Y
Kilpatrick, Carolyn Cheeks (D-MI) Y  Wise, Bob (D-WV) N .
Kim, Jay C. (R-CA) Y  Wolf, Frank R.(R-VA) Y
Kind, Ron (D-W1) N Woolsey, Lynn (D-CA) N
King, Peter T. (R-NY) Y  Wynn, Albert R, (D-MD) N
Kingston, Jack (R-GA) Y  Yatcs, Sidney R. (D-IL) T
Kleczka, Gerald D. (D-WT) Y Young, C.W. Bill (R-FL} Y
Klink, Ron (D-PA) Y Young Don (R-AK) 9
Vote Result Key

©1997 Congressional Quartecly Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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Mickey Ibarra
09/21/97 11:567:07 AM

St FERATN

Record Type: Record

To: Elena Xagan/OPD/EQOP, Michael Cohen/OPD/EOP, Bruce N. Reed/QPD/ECP

cc: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message
Subject: Conf Strategy

I just completed reading the Sept. 19 memo to Erskine regarding our Conference Strategy for
National Tests. Good job. One additional item | mentioned at our strategy meeting which was not
reflected in the memo is the idea of advancing the School Drop-out Bill which will be introduced by
Sen. Bingaman and Rep. Hinojosa which the President recognized in his speech last Tuesday night
to the CHC. Hinojosa is the education chair of the CHC. Like school construction for the CBC,
perhaps this could be a vehicle for addtional support for testing. | think it is worth a try.

Message Copied To:

Sky Gallegos/WHO/EOP
Emily Bromberg/WHO/EOP
Maria Echaveste/WHO/EQP
Erskine B. Bowles/WHO/EOP
Janet Murguia/WHO/EOP
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Education Standards and Tests
Conference Strategy
9/17

. Objectives
Come out of conference with authority and funds to proceed with the testing
initiative, and with the tests under the control of an independent NAGB along
the lines of the Senate provisions
Secure a veto-proof margin in both Houses
Secure broader support for initiative within Democratic Caucus and among
moderate Republicans in the House

®

2. Timing Considerations

. Conferees are likely to be appointed and work begin next week.
o It is conceivable that Goodling would be appointed to the conference

for this issue.

. Legislative affairs predicts that this will be a long conference, and that we
are looking at 1-2 CR’s to carry us to mid-October

4 It is too early to determine the likely shape of the trade-offs -- particuilarly
between the tests and other priorities -- we will need to consider within
conference

3. Communications

. Tie the House vote on testing, the Senate block grant vote, and the
anticipated DC voucher proposals together to support an overall message
that we are trying to improve public education, while Republicans are once
again trying to abandon and weaken it.

. Hammer the message home over the next several weeks, starting with:
. Saturday Radio Address
. Saturday Charter Schools event
. Possible VP event on Friday, tied to release of positive Wall Street

Journal poll

. Riley press conference next week
. Other events as we can schedule them

. Identify key editorial boards, especially in states/districts of conferees, for ED
to work

. Urge business leaders and supportive Republican opinion leaders to place
op-eds

4. Legislative

. Quietly work to address concerns of Black and Hispanic Caucuses
. Look for ways to support School Construction, especially

Daschle/Gephardt
. Look for possible compromises with Hispanic Caucus



TSTCONF.WPD Page 2|

. Explore if moderate R’s {e.g., Castle, Riggs} can coalesce behind Senate
approach
5. Outreach

. ED work with education groups to amplify broad message
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THE WHITE HOUSE

F

WASHINGTON . TRy el
September 5, 1997 . q-5-G71
: copiec
MEMORANDUM FOR THE P ENT % 6&4@
Mk (
FROM: BRUCE REED Com ey
L.-’
MIKE COHEN e
SUBIJECT: UPDATE ON NATIONAL TESTING INITIATIVE

Over the past several days, White House staff, Secretary Riley and Education Department staff
have continued to work to build support for our testing program in both the House and Senate.
At week’s end, here is where we stand.

Senate: Secretary Riley testified Thursday morning before Sen. Specter’s Appropriations
subcommittee, and appears to have made significant progress. Sen. Specter, Coats, Gregg,
Jeffords, Harkin and Kennedy are all involved in negotiations toward a compromise which, if .
successful, would lead to Coats and Gregg withdrawing their amendments to kill the tests. At
present, staff involved in the negotiations report that they are centering on our NAGB proposal,
and are cautiously optimistic that a deal will be worked out by Monday evening. We have been
pressing them to complete negotiations as rapidly as possible, because we also know that Coats
and Gregg are receiving increasing pressure from the far right.

House: We now expect the Goodling amendment to come for a vote on Tuesday at the earliest .
Goodling appears to have solid Republican support. As expected, the Hispanic Caucus is
supporting Goodling, as are a growing number of members from the Black Caucus. Members of
both Caucuses are coming under strong pressure from the civil rights groups to oppose the tests
(In addition, many urban school districts that signed up for the tests are now receiving pressure
from MALDEF and other Hispanic groups to pull out of the program; so far, we are holding all
of the cities, but a handful with large Hispanic populations may well drop the reading test and
participate only in the math test.)

Key Steps Next Week:. Your event on Monday at the Four Seasons Elementary School in
Maryland will provide an important opportunity to make clear to Congress that an appropriations
bill that stops your testing proposal will be unacceptable. In addition, Secretary Riley, Rep.
Gephardt and Sen. Daschle will hold a press conference on Tuesday morning to express joint
support for the testing initiative. This should help to hold Democrats for the House vote. We
will continue to press hard for a deal in the Senate. A deal in the Senate, together with a veto
threat, should put us in a strong position as we approach the conference.
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STRATEGY FOR GOODLING AMENDMENT M
P ’t{
Legislative strate 1“1}" fe
HOUSE r'f,.ﬂ“‘
. Secure base as much as possible
. Calls to leadership by Riley, senior WH staff, POTUS?
. Riley meetings with Democratic Caucus, Blue Dogs, New Dems
. Black Caucus -- Andy Blocker setting up meetings and will report on prospects
. Hispanic Caucus -- memo to POTUS on testing in Spanish ?"*1“‘ a,1
. Need list of key members to target ¢ Tudy W hag A A
. Peel off Republican moderates from Goodling fuwan %
. OIUAS

D

\
s,

Commit to transmit legislation (Riley on Face the Nation, ED press release)
ED developing legislation

Need a plan to transmit legislation (how quickly? POTUS or ED?)

Work Republican opinton leaders (e.g., Ravitch, Finn) and Gov’s (Engler)
Follow-up re: Bill Bennett (and Jack Kemp?) statements

Target Republican prospects (e.g., Castle, Riggs) L P wf noJl”‘ l(kf
— Rl bowitow o .

L_,’__,L/ {
. Pursue Conference Strategy
SENATE
. Monitor status -- assess odds of similar amendment on 9/2

. Work with Daschle, Kennedy/Jeffords to develop strategy

QOutreach strategy

1. ED Strategy meeting with education and business groups Tuesday afternoon

. Joint statement of support from groups to be circulated to members
. report on Member contacts
2. NAB/BRT

[

£ =Y

Have an op-ed from head of DuPont (new education head of BRT) ready to go;
Have asked for additional op-eds, so we get Post, Times and Journal

. John Doerr/High Tech CEO’s
considering full page ad in Post, Times or Journal signed by 240+ CEQ’s
Republican CEO to contact Republic leadership, urging not to make this a caucus issue
Will contact a target list of members we give him

. Governors and Mayors
work with Andy Blocker and Mickey/Lynn to ensure governors and mayors contact key

members
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5. African - American and Hispanic Groups

. meetings with NAACP and Urban League (other groups??)
. determine how to reach out to Hispanic groups once final policy decision made

6. Other Groups to Activate???

Communications Strategyr

(oS ~ o5 A=
pFT—» KPL

Principals w (Q‘K« HLL._ q.&t{xw?

. August 30 Radio Address

. September 8 event available
. Event for VPOTUS on Sept. g ‘ﬂ \ -

Senior Staff
* ° Senior ol ED staff talk to columnists???
. Phi Deldt|Ka pa.%oll results released on Tuesday

o
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National Test Strategy Meeting
August 27
1. LEGISLATIVE STRATEGY - Awly [ Seorv [milc
House
. Securing the Base
. Riley calls and caucus meetings l
. Black Caucus
. Hispanic Caucus 3
[_*‘ vy L.,t -
. Republicans ‘ "% “4
. Update on NAGB proposal De mAeTs cmavebets — 3 L«r ?
frndg cliarpie Tlads?
Senate
. Liklihood of amendment
. Democratic support
. Key Republicans

2. OUTREACH STRATEGY
Mol e Education Groups
L Business Comunity - e~y + Lod ~ beeds
. Governors and Mayors ~ Ly v
. African-American and Hispanic Groups — A eamie—~
. COMMUNICATIONS STRATEGY
. Radio Address — Pos f Ad; ool S S PO e
. VPOPTUS --9/3 and/or 9/4 —~ J blen- _
. Sept. 8 event Lded {Tb\u\w\ - ;\,‘_,},\“ .
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NATIONAL TEST
STRATEGY FOR GOODLING AMENDMENT
Legislative strategy
HOUSE
. Secure base as much as possible
. Calls to leadership by Riley, senior WH staff, POTUS?
. Riley meetings with Democratic Caucus, Blue Dogs, New Dems
. Black Caucus -- Andy Blocker setting up meetings and will report on prospects
. Hispanic Caucus -- memo to POTUS on testing in Spanish
. Need list of key members to target
. Peel off Republican moderates from Goodling
. Commit to transmit legislation (Riley on Face the Nation, ED press release)
. ED developing legislation
’ Need a plan to transmit legislation (how quickly? POTUS or ED?)
. Work Republican opinion leaders (e.g., Ravitch, Finn) and Gov’s (Engler)
. Follow-up re: Bill Bennett (and Jack Kemp?) statements

. Target Republican prospects (e.g., Castle, Riggs)

. Pursue Conference Strategy
SENATE
) Monitor status ~- assess odds of similar amendment on 9/2

. Work with Daschle, Kennedy/Jeffords to develop strategy

Qutreach strategy

. ED Strategy meeting with education and business groups Tuesday afternoon
Joint statement of support from groups to be circulated to members
. report on Member contacts

[u—y

[

. NAB/BRT
Have an op-ed from head of DuPont (new education head of BRT) ready to go;
Have asked for additional op-eds, so we get Post, Times and Journal

3. John Doerr/High Tech CEO’s

considering full page ad in Post, Times or Journal signed by 240+ CEQO’s

Republican CEQ to contact Republic leadership, urging not to make this a caucus issue
Will contact a target list of members we give him

4. Governors and Mayors
. work with Andy Blocker and Mickey/Lynn to ensure governors and mayors contact key
members



5. African - American and Hispanic Groups
. meetings with NAACP and Urban League (other groups??)
. determine how to reach out to Hispanic groups once final policy decision made

6. Other Groups to Activate???

Communications Strategy

Principals
. August 30 Radio Address
. September 8 event available

. Event for VPOTUS on Sept. 2

Senior Staff
. Senior WH or ED staff talk to columnists???
. Phi Delat Kappan poll results released on Tuesday
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National Test Qutreach List

House i
M\\J #NA% - A et ’Y-l \S\ \Lk}t—
Authorizers '
*Riggs —5
Castle L g

Greenwood K V‘“’]‘ {7 ML{A (t
*Clay
*Miller
*Martinez
Roemer

Payne (Gve et U'M! ?
Approps
*Porter

Livingston

-

Stokes
*Hoyer
*DeLauro

Senate - MA(L\(J'-‘

Authorizers

Jeffords
Collins

Harkin

Appropriators
'?)v LT LY

Specter Ciebanom
Craig ‘ '

Hollings
Inouye

Yreverns @ alw b Maing }‘lLJ
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Record Type: Record
To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message
cc: Mickey lbarra/WHO/EOP

Suhject: proposed plan for outreach from IGA on Education Standards

Seattle--Mayor Norm Rice will call Sen. Murray, and wants to be helpful in other ways. We should
think about his calling some members of Black Caucus.

Philadelphia--we will ask Mayor Rendell to call Chaka Fattah, Sen. Spector, Sen. Santorum
Atlanta--Mayor Campbell could be helpful with Black Caucus, and Senator Cleland. Don't know if
it's worth his making other calls to the two House members from Georgia on the committee and
Sen. Coverdell,

Los Angeles--unknown if Mayor Riordan will weigh in on this, but will make the call to him.

Long Beach--Mayor O'Neill is a very enthusiastic supporter, and we'll ask her to call her two
Senators and other California members you all decide.

Fresno--Mayor Jim Patterson--need to scope him out.

Omaha--Mayor Hal Daub is a former Republican Congressman, and it's not certain what his level of
commitment is on standards, but we'll call him and ask him to talk to his Senators.

Houston--Mayor Lanier will be asked to call both Senators.
San Antonio--Mayor Howard Peak will be asked to call Senators.

El Paso--Mayor Carlos Ramirez--depending on where he is on the standards, he could be extremely
helpful with Hispanic Caucus.

Detroit and Michigan--Since we have both the city and the state, we are asking Governor Engier to
reach out to Senator Abraham and to the three Republican House committee members. We should
think of additional ways to involve Mayor Archer. We will ask him to call Abraham as well, but he
could be very helpful with the Caucus, and Dale Kildee.

Cincinnati--We will ask Mayor Qualls to talk to both Sens. Dewine and Glenn.

Chicago--We will ask the Mayor to call Sens. Moseley-Braun and Durbin. It might also be worth
asking him to call John Porter.

Broward County Florida--We are calling the Chair of the County Commission, as well as the mayors



of Holiywood and Fort Lauderdale. We'll ask them to call the Senators.

New York City--we need to think through how we approach the mayor (if we do) and what we ask
him to do. We believe him to be supportive of the standards.

States:

Michigan--see above

North Carolina--we are asking Gov. Hunt to talk to Cong. Ballenger.

West Virginia--We'll ask the Governor to call his Senators

Kentucky--We'll ask the Governor to call his Senators.|

Delaware--We'll ask Gov. Carper to call Cong. Castle.

Indiana--Gov. O'Bannon has expressed interest in the standards. If he is on board with us, we will
ask him to talk to Roemer, Souder and Mcintosh.

Maryland and Massachusetts--we can ask Govs. to talk to Sens., but will hold on this for now.
In addition, Mickey will call Hispanic members of the Committee--he has already talked to Becerra,
who is definitely opposed to the tests.

Lynn can call Lynn Woolsey, Dennis Kucinich, Patsy Mink, Dale Kildee, George Miller, and, if
needed, Don Payne and Harold Ford, Jr.

Message Sent To:

Elena Kagan/OPD/EOP

Sylvia M. Mathews/WHQ/EQOP
Ann F. Lewis/WHO/EQP

Paul E. Begala/WHO/EQOP
Michael Cohen/OPD/ECP
Ananias Blocker II/WHO/EOP
Maria Echaveste/WHO/EOP
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1. Need WH strategy group to meet regularly (every other day)
. Elena _
+  Leg. Affairs--Hilley/Andy/Barbara Chow Micee
. Ann Lewis 3
. Paul Begala
. 777--ED leg affairs and Susan Frost
. Overall strategy
. Event/Communications possibilities for POTUS

. POTUS calls to make

2. Strategy meeting with education and business groups next Tuesday afternoon
Joint statement of support from groups to be circulated to members

. target list of members/vote count

3. Call to John Doerr/High Tech CEQ’s

. full page add in Post, Times or Journal

. get Republican CEO (Barksdale) to ask Gingrich not to make this a caucus issue
. give list of members to target

4. NAB/BRT

. Have an op-ed from head of DuPont (new education head of BRT) ready to go;
. Have asked for additional op-eds, so we get Post, Times and Journal

. Will ask CEO’s on ACHIEVE for ACHIEVE endorsement after NAGB announcement

5. NAGB

. Need to draft NAGB legislation for rapid transmittal

. Need back-up announcement strategy if Riley doesn’t make statement on Face the Nation
. Once announced, call Diane Ravitch and Engler and re-engage

6. Hispanic Caucus
77?

-2

. Black Caucus
Andy Blocker has set up meetings with Caucus staff; he and Tanya will go 3 7
. set up meetings with NAACP and Urban League (other groups??)

8. September 8 event???
9. Riley contacts with Democrats
. calls to leadership if needed

. set up meetings with caucuses upon return (Dem. caucus, Blue Dogs, New Dems)

10. Governors and Mayors



get NGA involved -- call in to Scheppach and Hunt’s office
work with Andy Blocker and Mickey/Lynn to identify members to be contacted by
governors and mayors
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i / Jonathan H. Schnur @ OVP
3,...5 T 08/26/97 12:12:30 PM

Record Type: Record

To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message
CC:
Subject:

| am forwarding Ron's latest e-mail on VP events next week. It would be great to discuss at the
next mtg on the tests -- whether later today or early tomarrow, -- Jon Schnur

Forwarded by Jonathan H. Schnur/OVP on 08/26/97 12:19 PM

Ron Klain
08/26/97 11:46:31 AM

Record Type: Record

To: Jonathan H. Schnur/QVP
cc:
bce:

As an update, here is where things stand.

1. | would like you to work on a small, non-press conference call for Wed aft, We would then sell
this to reporters as part of our overall effort,

2. We would do an event on Thurs. Public. Support before the vote. Site: TBD, but presumably
at the WH.

3. On Fri, we would do the planned event in NH, with this as the message; i.e., either celebrate
the victory, or vow to fight on in Conference. Hopefully, Sec. Riley would join us.

Please coord with sched, commun, and leg aff on this, This is a great idea and we can have a
great run with this. Thanks!l!

Message Sent To:
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Education
1991-1993

1989-1991]

. 1982-1986

1979.1982

summer, 1981

Experisnce
1995-present
summer, 1992

summer, 1990

summer 1989

April, 1988-
Feb., 1989

Nov., 1986-
March, 1988

semmer, 1983
plus consult-
ing 85/86

summer, 1984

Dersonal

HENRY BEN MORGENTHAU

Lool}

QJL G0

P&/(b)6)

ALBERT EINSTEIN COLLEGE OF MEDICINE BRONX, NY
M.D,, June, 1995, Student Body Representative, Pediatric Education
Committee; Greenhill Award, | of 5 nominees (178 entries); Member: Physicians for Social
Responsibility; American Medical Association.

WHARTON SCHOOL at U. PENN: dept, of Public Policy PHILADELPHIA, A
Ph.D. candidate (with funding) in Public Policy 2nd Management. Focused un health care. Passed
qualifying exams and inet M.A. requirements before taking leave of absence for medical school.

YALF. IINTVERSITY NEW HAVEN. CT
B.S. in Biclogy, May, 1986 New Haven Big Brother Association; Membear
Saint Anthany Hall; Quarter Century Fund Class Agent: Captain intramural soccer team.

ANDOVER, MA
" Grace Prize in U.S. History (400 entries).

PHILLIPS ACADEMY
June, 1982 with honors in biology.

WEIZMANN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE REHOVOT, ISRAERL
Intcrnational scicnce program. Many participants were national contest winners.

UCSF: deparlinent of Pedlatrics SAN FRANCISCO. CA
Internship and Residency. Involved in caring for children in a wide range of health carc scrings
including e.r., intensive care, neonatal, and ¢linies. Sclected for primary cure wack with emphasis
on health policy. Licensed 1o practice in Califomnia.

LUCSF PAIN MANAGEMENT CENTER SAN FRANCISCO. Ca
Clinical pain research including siudy design and data coliectlion and analysis.

NATL. LEADERSHIP COAL. FORHEALTHCARE REFORM WASHINGTON, DC
One of three staff for this powerful but polarized group of providers (ACP, ACS, etc.), consumers
(AARP, Families USA, etc.), employees (AFL-CIO, SEIU. etc.), and employers (GM. AT&T, etc.)
dedicated to making feasthle proposal for healthcare reform.

NATIONAL LOW INCOME HOUSING COALITION WASHINGCTON. DC
Summer Associate. Createdmanual for state housing coalitions. Helped with grassroots organizing,
federal lobbying, newslotter writing, and legislation writing.

MORGENTHAU FOR U.S. CONGRESS COMMITTEE WARWICK, RI
Campaign Manager. Oversaw many wonderful people. Dircetly involved with consultants, issues,
stratogy, fundraising, specchwriting, media, scheduling, field coordination and more.

E.M. WARBURG, PINCUS & CO., INC. NEW YORK, NY
Associate in S-mcmber healthcare group of largest venture capital tirm. Worked on deal
soucturing, investment analysis, industry research, and financial modeling. Regular meetings with

portfolic companies and economic and industry advisors.
\

MOCATYTA METALS CORP. . e o NEW YORK, NY
‘Trading Administration Assistant Designed a PC-run, international bookkeeping program for in-
hause traders of precious metais futures. Voluntcered at might trading desk.

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH WASHINGTON, DC
Biology Aid. Carried our experiments dezigned with Dr. John Robbins in his NICHD lab
diveloping the now routine childhood vaccine against Haemophifus influerzae type b.

P&/(b)(6) Enjoy people, photography, biking, and tavel; 1o name a few,
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William R. Kincaid
08/13/97 12:43:46 PM

HeuE N

Record Type: Record

To: Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EOFP, Elena Kagan/OPD/EOP

cc:
Subject: announcement timing

I think Mike may have spoken to Bruce about this earlier, but the Education Department is curently
planning to announce the contract on the national tests on Friday. Mike has asked me to check
with ED on what would be the impact of delaying this until early Sept., when we could potentiaily
couple it with an announcement on an advisory board. I'll let folks know what | hear back.

Also fyi -- Subcomittee Chairman Riggs has asked Mike Smith to come testify at a hearing on the
national tests to be held Sept. 4, the week before the Labor H Bill is likely to come up. Smith is
supposed to be giving a speech in CA that day, but ED is going to work with the committee to find
out if the speech or the hearing can be moved to accomodate this. Also expected are 1-2 govs,
1-2 superintendents, and possibly Fairtest and the Christian Coalition -- it doesn't sound like there
are likely to be any supporters other than the Administration. In addition, ED is preparing a reply to
Goodling's piece in today's Post on the tests; this one would be for Riley's signature.

-- Bill
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' COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

AND THE WORKPORCE
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
2101 NATBURN NOLEE BoFICE BUILDNG
WABHINGTON, DE 208155100

August 6, 1957

[doo2

JOI (EalASROUEA, RERON

STOP THE RUN-AWAY TRAIN: COSPONSOR THE GOODLING RESOL
TEE BRAKES ON NATIONAL TESTING

1
) {

‘Dear Colleagye:

Rather than seek Congtessional approval for these tests, the Deparimens of .

chosen to mave full-speed-thead with the development of the teste in 1957 and 19585k withe
ifie o i ien roval. The real icsue here is that the developm@nt of
individualized, natianal tesis is wo controversial and pelantislly divisive for the Adminfeation

f ast
witsour Congressional discussion and approval.

In eddizion to the amendment. | have Just inraduced, on August 1, 1997, a Se e ~f thd HHoyse
resotution, H.Res. 214, which expresses the Sense of th Hatite thar the Department of Edvcatfon

should suspend all effors to move ahead with these tests unti] such time as Congress provirles gpecifie,
explicit statutery authority, . : : PP |

.. Vnave bipartisan suppon for this effort. Currently. there are 32 caspantors: kl!s.r..,i'._!_ﬁhhnnt, Me.

Petri, Mr. Owens, Mr, Ballenger, Mr. Barrertt of Nebraska, Mr. Heoksra. Mr. McKseon, ™. Sam
- Johnson of Texas. Mr. Greenwood, Mr. Graham, Mr. Melatosh. Mr, Norwood, Mr. Prr;
*  Schaffer, Ms. Peterson of Pennsylvanta, Mr. Deal, Mr. Hillesty, Mr. Scarborough, Me 215
Hefley, Mr. Kingston, and Mr. Chambliss. ]

. : - e

Send a message that the policy-making rels of Cangress shall be respested. -Rjeats join me in
cospensaring Qhis important rasalytion, If you or your staff have any questions, pleasgzontact Kenr
Talben of the Commintee ‘staff a2 225-6558. '

Sinesrely,

BILL GOODLING
Chaimman .
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. SUPPORT THE GOODLING AMENDY
e . JUST SAY “NO” TO MORE FEDE}

CONTROL OF EDUCATION [if

Dear Republican Calleague:

Flease join me iy supporting House Education and the Workferee Comigibon =4
Chairman Byl Quodling’s amesidment to prokibit federa] funding for 3 hcw frdaiiif e
developed by the Clintor administretion, . 3 9

Despite the fact that there is no explicit federal law to authorize the deviilibny
implementation of 2 faderal test, the Precident has chosen to bypass Congress axli
American peaple to develop this “top down tes™ memzged by tae U.E. Departyigie
Edueation. Developing = test of this magnitude truly epitomizes tampering as

Imagine federal buresucrats develaping & national test with no input fi
the Americaa peopls. In the opinion of edusation experts zud analyste who hs
Clinton propesal, this is but the Srst SIep 10 3 tsp-dawn, pational ayrriculum e

eral govermnmert and the U.S. Depanment of Bducstion,

Azl yourself whis: Sheuld the quality of our scheols be assaczed by the
bureaueracy, or instesd by & hartary of preven and independent mensures?

. : e
-Thave attached a letter from a broad ranga of family greups supporting 4l
amendment. I’leas_e join tham, me, and Chairman Goodling in supponing this i23

I. Colomade

@oo3
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 Stop N atiqn‘al Tésting -

A\ Ry 285, 1997
. TO: . The Honorable Nawr Glagrich, Speaker of the Housz of
The Honorablp Richard Anmey, Majoriry Leader
Araprcan : The Honoreble Tom Delsy, Majerity Whip
Asgdeigtion of The Honoradis John Bosbner, Chalrman of the Rapubli
Curistisa Schoecls The Honomble Bob Livingsion, Chairman, House Appre
The Hononble Genald Solomen, Chairman, House Rule
'} Amerfean Family K
Association RE: ' Stop President Clinton's Uneuthorized Nstionn) Te
-.-_ | Christlan
J|Comem | Contlomen: | j
;,':m. Tor President Clinton has made 8 soatroversial and unUatc il {f[ o creze
Ameries a natioral uchievement tast based on *real, meaningfyl nadonfilag: s - ,
Although the 151 is supposed 1 be valuntary, rhe President b AR ‘1 believe
Eagle Farum gvery Statc must parcipats 304 Mt every parent has » right 1 g lecurale
' informatian about bow his or Irer wbild 4 Juing.” Thee doesn G Uculatly
Yumily Repearch voluptary, ' . l
Counedl b il Oipe
" " We stroagly oppose nagesal esting for scvera) reasoniiliiy uimd sVppen
¥aadly Life for Chairman Goodlizg's Amendment to specifically forbia argiliks of
Semimes funds for s purpose in e Labor/HHS/Education Approp
piiveehid Fizst, we believe nitional esting will fead to an ummws
: curricaluma, ntifling loes! ebatol of edueation ot the level of R ec e
Homs Schao} teachers. One of the basic precopta of the Arerican Psychole ASligistion's
Legnl DefsRree Standards for Bducariongt and Pryehologleat Testing is that m . not e
Asyeclation given tosis unless they heve had g opportanizy to learn the g s e, In
- a Ieading federal caw= from Florids, Dadpg P, v. Turiingron, & ol
;. {NadomelRightfa | rpacation teat wes invalidsind because there had beea oo val
T | ReadFaundation | onich mawhed the curriedlum b use by all sdeng @ity e
Traditionas = | &Feduation, The only way to huvs 5 test that iroposés “real, o
Values Coalitle, | Elandzrds” I3 1o have 2 mational auvieuium,
- Educaries, ike ths ccopomy, doos not work wheg it §
centralized government, Amercan public educatios hag bee
descent that is direstly relatsd to the {acrease of centralized R
\ Seeand, the Administration lscks the $ropar suthority ST ond Inds on the
R forelg ommmitiee

L . dovolopment of national tosts. AsHouso Education ang the

HODA - B Paveyweis  aw s @ .
- B£40.3%8.5800 . nrS47-358-0393
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- Chairman Geodling has repeatedy stated "“Whife 1 personally oppaye faderal invo
Individuahized 1osts, the ceal faaue here is that Wye devilopment of (naividuallzed,
eantroversial and potentially divitive for the President to act witheur specific ¢tong
review, and suthorization ™ o

Finslly, a federal fory into educationl tosting would duplicate privats ef
Stendardized tests cummdy '
performancs in relation te natlons! norms.
federal teating program would Bet only be inspprepriste, but also unnesessary.

Langusge Included in the Labor, HHS, ang Edutstion Appropriations il
Adrinistration to proceed with the planiing wid develupment of nationat tests, A
tequires & Natlonal Acedemy of Sciences atudy prior o implenmmation of the

provids paseins with

provide a sufficiem safeguwd.

Thess tests would pasess founth graders and eighth graders in reading and
above sut beyond die exlsuop Naterwl Araszment of Educution Progrexs (NA
Peesidont Clintan and the Depastment of Edyeation have uready begua the detign

+ for theas teqts without the proper oversight. s

We urge you (o includs language in the leerllﬂiifﬁdumion Appropriat
forbids the Administiution fivn spen
.. sdminigtration of any new nationg}

Gy B

Gary Deauer \
Family Resesreh Counc

Jarses B, lzzobsan

National Right to Read
‘Foundation

B e

. Don Hodd
--.. _ Christian Coxzlitian

~Tim 'LnHaye
Farjly Life Seminars

|

G;;:L”-%

of Christian Sehocly . Assos
Ll R
. B yo .- ; Phyl
' Concerned Wemen for America Eagl

&oos

FAX NO. 2022181402 P.‘ 04
DE] i -
P.T o EDUCAEILE‘??LL&? AL, . E - . . .Boos
VR < veloping
lsytop -

scussion,

sl
valuable informadon about thejr

The Stanford Achievement wst i3 jur LA

bl
not

ctively.

¢t process

feh strietty

ding eny maney on the Dration, or

plaaning, developme

Mikve Purris N
Home School Legel s Coglition
Association -

Dr. Cyl Hebine o
American Associatdon. }

LY

Psul We;‘rich '
Coativen for ?Lmut.tca |
e
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The Honoreble George Miller " .
-t . U.S. House T
2203 RHOB : :
Washington, DC 20515 : ;

Daar Congrasmnn Miller;

e
-—

)

. 'th purpose of this letter is w find out your p&siﬁon on President Clintsn’s prope
echicvemens test. We nced 1o know your stand on this fssue by August 31 in order o
memhﬂahipasmwhichnﬁﬁnwdtohemnuctedh&pmbﬂ. :

We nrge you to suppornt Congressmar Goodling's amendment te H.R. 2264 th | <43
Labor/HHS/Education Appropriations bill, whiel would prohibit ait funds to be uss D, plag,
mplament. or administer any national test in reading or mark. T

Pregident Clinton bas mede g canoversial and unijateral decision, complerely YilEsni R osgTesS, 10
creals a national schievement tegt based on *real, Meaningful petions) srandards.” A : i
supposed ta be volunrry, the Presidenat has deelared 5] balisve €veTy SBLS ITTUST pare

- parent has » right 1a hopest, oecurute informition about haw bis oz ker child is doin
sound particularly volumzry.

;amendment to sprsifically forbid any expeaditure of finds for this purpose in the
Appropriations bill. ¢ - .

-+  Westrongly oppose zational testing for sevezal reasoms and urge éufpun for Chi

. Fira, we believe patinanl tegting will lead w a-!i'ﬁ_nwanamed mado
SUfling local control of educatog &2 the lave] of textbocks and teach
Unjvarsity of Kansas Professor John Pogpio remaskod during z brag
session at the Deparumem of Educational Research & Improvement

28, "What gets t2std s whar will bS taught.”
\

Ope of the bazie precepta of the Ameirag Psyehologieal Asseciatic
 Stendards for Educatipnal and Prychologienl Testing is thet studeng
not be gives tests unless tiey have had 2 SppoItuRily to learn the 4
on the test. In‘a leading federal £ase from Rlorida, Debrg P. v.
Turlingren, a Bigh school gradnarion test wasg igvalidated becanse g
naine s Koo mOTRID 0

memigy

PD. Beram Mumsivite've B9 R Llel armr - —
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been po validity study done which matched the cuericulum in ucp by A i
stydents with Qe tast required for graduation. The only way to kave 5 -
that imposes "rek], meaningful national swedards” is to bave 2 gationa

cherieniun, : ' ‘

.'ﬁr
[

Second, the Adminjstzation lacks the Preper autherity to spend (unds o
development efnarional tests, Ay House Education and the Workfore 2
Chairman Geodling has Tepeatedly stated, “While I persenslly epposc X
tnvolvement in developing individyalized tests, tho rea) issuc bere is th
development of individualized, nationa] tests is too conrraversial and pA
divisive for the President tg zet without spesific congressionel discupgic
and authorization.” Co ' : E

Thirdly, 3 naziénal test would sonfller with stare stardards. Rebecen X
the Delaware Department of Edycarion stazd at the Febrmary 18 mecty

“We can’t afford (a? the gtate level) to have our tests be significantly diffilkr
youws [national tests). Even if wa think it is significastly better, because)
geing to drive’ 2 ot of whet we are doing. And it'svon's only drive it in{
aad sighr. It's going 2o drive it tiraugh out the Yeirs bacauss they gre gé
ta grade four and eight, So just be aware of that ~/ _

Fipally, a federa] foray int edu:a:io_mﬂ testing would duplicate private

Nations] Stzndaidizad tests surrently provide parents with valuable jmf
2bouf their children’s performancs in relation to natienal norms, The Sti
Achievemeént test is Just one cxample. A f‘idml testing progrem would 4

ineppropriate, but also ynnecessary, .

Langunge already included in the Lzber, HH S ,end :'.duution Appropriati .

ellows ths Adminisration to proesecd with the Plazning and development of n:

These tests would pssess fourth pradezs and eighth graders in reading and m

Tespectvely, ubove and boyond the existing Natigna! Assvaiment of Edueation

-~ (NAEP) tests, Yer, President Cliaton and the Department of Edycation have alrs
"+ the design and copmact proeess for thers tosts withour the proper oversighs,

We urge you to Support Cengressmar, Goodling’s sraendment to the
Laborfl-!HSfEdunation Apptopriations bill which serictly forbids the Administra
spending eny money on the Planning, davelupmem,_implemenuﬂon, or admimy
Ry asW nztional tasting program until sulorized by Congress, !

Please notify ys if you intend to support Congressmag Gbudling's amendmd
not hear fFom you by Augurt 31, we will assume you are either undeeided or gu
President Clinton's testing agenda and will noyfy eur membership accordingly.

B m: o
: 2 ineerely - W !. :.
: :chfatf‘l’- ;nm'g. Esq. ' ,
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Bill Goodling

More Testii],g Is No Solution

if testing is the answer to our edu-
cation problems, It would have solved
them a long ime ago. American sty
dents are tested, tested, tested, and the

Clinton ldm!nimtlon is proposing to -

test our children again.

Contrary to The Po:t'l Aug. 7 edi
torial, "Get On With Student Testing,”
regarding President Clinton's national
test initdative, the proposa! is not
*bogged down in politics and process.”
The proposal is bogged down because
Americans don't want and dont need a
pew national reading test for fourth-
graders and a new national mathemat-
jcs test for eighth-graders,

Though the president and Secretary
of Education Richard Riley are con-
vinced that more testing is the way to
boost the academic achicvement of
American students, | disagree—and so
do many of the nation’s governors,
educators, legislators and members of
Congreas (both Republican and Demo-

sreebTes e ergtic). To date, only six governors

—
C-L\-.

\-*V'ul

have Indicated interest In the prest

Science Study). All of this testing oc-

dent's proposal. curs above and beyond the classroom
The Post is correct in saying that | testa that teachers create.

intend to block funding for the tnitia- Az a result of all this testing, we
tive, but my effort ia not political. It's  know that nearly half our students are
common sensical, As a former teacher,  nol performing as well as they should
b E b e

not test them . The Post edito:
'Ihk].llg Exceptlon maintaina that new naticnal tests are
ded in order to “Identify a child's
academic weaknesses and plan im-
principal and school superintendent, I provements.” This Is already accom-
know the value and purpose of testing.  plished through the panuply of tests
I alsp know that we don't need new  already inuse, Moreover, test develop-
national testa The president’s proponl ers and publishers maintain they are
comes at a time when we already have  creating uniform testa that are compa-

plenty of testing. Nearly afl the states
and many local school districts have
their own lesting programs. We af
ready have two federally funded tests.
The first and oldest is NAEP (the
National Assessment of Educational
Progress), which is a sampling of
students in various subjects. The sec-
ond test is provided under TIMSS (the
Third-Internationa) Mathematics and

rable state to atzte and school to
school. I have other concerns with the
sdministration's proposal:

# The administration is sending mixed
signala. Since 1993 Presideot Clinton
and Secretary Riley have bctively
pushed their Goals 2000 prograt,
which encourages, and provides funds
for, states to create their own standards
and tests. In essence, the administra-

30220
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ticn has backed decentralized reform.
Now, with this new test proposal, it
appears to be backing centrafized re-
form. Why the switch?
» The development of national tests is
too controversial for the adminjstration
to act without congresslonal review or
authorization. The administration has
no bill, nor has it Indicated any inten-
tion of seeking legislation for this
Initiative. For instance, federal legisla-
tion allows for NAEP. But the US.
Department of Education has quickly
planned these new tests without wide
public input In addition, valid tests
take years to construct. The fasttrack
nature of this initlative alarms many
educstors and policymakers.
» New pational tests could lead to
and unfzir comparisons
of schools and students. For instance,
we already know that suburban sty-

dents ln Upper St. Claire, Pa., will, in all

likelihood, outperform students from
center city Pittsburgh. Why? Students
trom Upper St. Claire have more edu-
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catlonal advantages. No reason exists
to develop another test to show us the
deficiencies of disadvantaged students.
» Tests don't generate higher aca
demic performance. The administra-
tion and the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation have talked as if a new national
test will create better students. It won't.
Standardized tests assess perfor-
mance; they don't generate it. And with
any testing proposal we should be
wary of the tendency of teachers to
teach to the test.

» New national tests could lead to a
national curricufumn. In developing
oew agsessments, the tendency is to
create & new curriculum to match
those asseasments. But like new na
tional tests, & pational curriculum is
something Americans don’t want and
don't need. Local control is a hallmark
of American education. Given what
happened with the (ederally funded
{).S. history standards project (a dis-
mal initiative that generated political
correctness rather than history), we

THE F,{}Q“,”{ e
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don't need to engage in any effort that -
could lead to a national curriculum.” -

Unlike the NAEP tests, which are -~ -

governed by an independent board, - -
these new tests will come bom the US. *" -
Department of Education. That puts -

the department in an extremely power- © .~

ful position in cur local schools.

Instead of developing new national .-" -

tests, [ would rather send dollars to the

classroom, bolster hasic academics

and increase parental involvement | .

want to direct federal resources to .-

family literacy and preschoo! readi- |
ness. ! also want to take steps 10 |

improve teacher preparation and the
teaching and learning conditions in our

schools, Those should be our priod- .

tes—not morse testing.

The writer, a Républigan

representalive from Pennsylvania.is =

chairman of the Hi juse Committee
on Education and the Workforce.
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Record Type: Record

To: Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EOP, Elena Kagan/OPD/EQOP

cc:
Subject: Goodling amendment update

Here is the summary of yesterday’s actions. | think it would be very good if the three of us could
get together today and discuss how to proceed in light of yesterday's developments.

1. As you no doubt know, the Labor HHS bill was pulled indefinitely because there is no agreement
over an abortion amendment. They don't want to go to the floor until they get that issue resolved.
No one knows when that will be, but as of last night at about 8:00, the smart money was on no
vote until September.

2. We suffered some setbacks over the course of the day, and it is clear that Goodling and others

were working this pretty hard. Most notable on the Republican side:

o By mid-morning, John Porter had decided to advance a substitute amendment, that would have
prohibited us from using FY98 funds to administer the tests, though we could use funds to
develop and field test. Substantively this would have no impact on the work for the fiscal year
-- no adminstration is planned until FY99, but it would have taken some work to spin this as a
victory, or as inconsequential. At least some in the press and in the states would have seen
this as a sign of trouble. Politically, by the time Porter decided to do this, he was nervous
about the outcome of a straight up-or-down vote on Goodling, and probably had decided not to
pull out all the stops in his own opposition to Goodling.

& Lynne Cheney was calling members during the day in support of the Goodling amendment.
Lamar Alexander told the governors the test was a bad idea, because some future Secretary of
Eduation, like Marion Barry or Phyllis Shafly, might screw up the test in the future. (This is the
same argument Diane ravitch made to POTUS in the Cabinet Room meeting months ago.
Someone more cynical than | might suspect that Lamar, Diane, Lynn and Checker are working
together again!) .

® The home-schoolers started calling members during the day -- "flooding offices with calls" was
howit was described to me, though that may have been a bit of an overstatement based on
other conversations | had. Nonetheless, this is serious. This group is notorious for turning out
tons of calls and faxes on issues, and they often do it on education issues that have at best a
remote connection to home-schooling. Aligned with the far right on most education issues,
they are inclined to see the long arm of the federal government reaching into their home
schools almost every time we try to do something new.

® We lost Bob Livingston by mid-day. He was originally aligned with John Porter, at least to the
extent that he did not want veto-bait on his appropriations bills. By mid day he had switched to
supporting Goodling. We think this was bastcally from far-right pressure back home. If
Livingston remains on the wrong side of this, it will make it more difficult for moderate
Republicans to stay with us. |'ve spoken with some of our good friends in LA, who also
happen to have tremendous access to Livingston. They are trying to bring him back around.

3. Now for news from the Democratic front:
e The Hispanic Caucus is taking a very hard line, and continues to threaten to vote with Goodling



if we don't satisty their concerns. Here are the details: After talking with Beccera and
Hinojosa, Janet Murguia strongly urged that we share the letter in draft form with them, before
sending it in final. | refused at first, but after a second conversation with Janet, agreed. (I
think | made a mistake on this, though I'm not sure we would be in any better shape if we had
just sent the signed letter as planned). In any event. | spoke with both Becerra and Hinajosa
after they reviewed the letter. (The conversation with Becerra took place after the vote was
delayed--more about that below}. Both pushed for specific committments to test LEP kids in
Spanish and to alter the test development contract that will be awarded in the next few weeks
so that we can guarantee that the Hispanic version will be developed right away. | told them
that was impossible -- we had not made the policy decision to develop a Spanish version of the
test, and could neither make that decision nor commit to specific implementation steps
yesterday afternoon.

Both also were critical of the assurances we provided about testing LEP kids under Title 1.
Hinajosa because he doesn't understand Title 1 testing issues to begin with,and Becerra
because he believes we have been granting waivers to these provisions, and shouldn't trust
states and locals anyway. Not a good sign--that's the option Riley and Smith are most likely to
gravitate to.

Since | talked with Becerra after the vote was posponed, he indicated that we ought to get this
issue resolved before the September vote. While | made no specific committment to a deadline,
| think we have to do that. If we don't -- one way or another -- the caucus will conclude that
we aren't geing to give them what they want. And we don't need to spend forever dealing
with this anyway; we don’t gain much by stringing it along.

Finally, on this issue. Both Becerra and Hinajosa shared the draft letter with MALDEF and other
groups, a move that | regarded as a breach of faith. It is alse not helpful, or fair to the
President, to have the draft tloating around. Now that we may have a month before the vote,
| haven't been able to figure out if we are in worse shape having a draft float around than we
would be if we had the signed copy floating arcund. Either way, its not the situation | wanted
us to be in.

On the good news front, the AFT really worked th Black Caucus for us. Andy Blocker says
they were doing a good job, and | think they were able to keep a good number of members on
our side. | will get more specific details later in the day.
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Record Type: Record

To: Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EQOP

cc: Elena Kagan/OPD/EOP
Subject: Goodling amendment update

A couple of key developements:

1. John Porter is prepared to offer a substitute for Goodling that would simply prohibit ED from
using any FY 98 funds to administer the tests. Porter has apparantly concluded that he can't
defeat Goodling straight up -- or that he's not prepared to fight as hard as he would have to in
order to beat Goodling. Obey's staff also lacks confidence that we can beat Goodiling. Scott
Fleming at ED also thinks we'll have a tough time beating Goodling, or at least being as confident
about this as we would need to be to try and talk Porter out of his amendment.

Substantively, there isn't a problem since we weren't going to administer the test until FY99,
Politically, it may look like a loss anyway, and I'm concerned about that. We are trying to get the
amendement language to read that this is a "clarification™ that we can't use funds for test
administration, rather than a "prohibition" to the same effect. Scott will also try to round up some
supportive Democrats to insert remarks into the record indicating that this is no big deal since it
doesn’t alter ED's plans, keeps us on track, etc. Let me know if you've got other ideas for damage
control.

2. I've talked to Andy Blocker and Janet Murguia this morning, They are both fine on the Hispanic
caucus strategy. Neither one has done anything with Gephardt or other Dem. House leadership.
Janet seemed particutarly uninterested in trying, though said she would talk to Gephardt's staff. In
addition, Andy has no idea where we are with the Black caucus. | understand that they are tied up
with tax/budget bills, and | know the problems in trying to deal with the Btack Caucus and with
Gephardt. Nonetheless, | am underwhelmed by the support we are getting on this.

3. In the meantime, |'ve still got AFT and NEA working on this, including Dem. leadership, Black
Caucus members, moderate R's, etc. National Alliance of Business and Chief State School officers
are working this as well.

I'll keep you posted as developments occur.

Il



