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Overview

In early 1996, federal officials began to detect a sharp rise in
the number of reported attacks on our nation's houses of worship,
especially African American churches in the South. ‘ This trend
troubled communities, challenged law enforcement agencies, and
stirred the nation's conscience. .o

In June 1996, President Clinton made the investigation of these
fires a top priority of federal law enforcement and called upen
all Americans to come together in a spirit of respect and
reconciliation.

The President directed his Administration to implement a strategy
to (1) identify and prosecute the arsonists; (2) help communities
rebuild the burned churches; and (3) offer assistance in
preventing more fires. Working together with state and local law
enforcement, federal officials. achieved great success on these
fronts. Significantly, many Americans came together as a result
of these arsons, often independent of this effort, to lend
assistance in many ways.

PROSECUTIONS

. Federal ang; state authorities have arrested 199 suspects
since January 1995. .
. The 35% rate of arrest in church arson cases is more than

double the 16% arrest rate for arsons in general.

. More than three quarters of all defendants arrested since
1995 were arrested after the President established the
NCATF.

. Federal and state prosecutors have successfully convicted
XXX individuals in connection with fires at XX houses of
worship.

° Overall, the NCATF has opened investigations of 429 arsons,
bombings or attempted bombings that have occurred at houses
of worship between January 1, 1995 and May 27, 1897.
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REBUTLDING

e . The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) is
working closely with the National Council of Churches and
the Congress of National Black Churches in the rebulldlng
effort.

. As a result of this cooperation, XX churches have been
rebuilt and XX churches are undergoing construction.

° HUD is administering a $10 million Federal Loan Guarantee
Fund to assist with the rebuilding of houses of worship and
other non-profit organizations that have been damaged or
destroyed by arson. This fund was established by Congress as
part of the 1996 Church Arsen Prevention Act.

PREVENTION

® Arson prevention efforts continue across the nation. The
Department of Justice awarded $3 million in grants to
counties in 13 states to intensify their enforcement and
surveillance efforts around vulnerable houses of worship.

i
° The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) established a
Clearinghouse for arson prevention resources that has
received over XXX telephone inquiries from all 50 states and
the District of Columbia, and has distributed over XXX
packets of arson prevention materials, including the NCATF
Church Threat Assessment Guide.

. FEMA efforts also include a three city pilot project in
Nashville, Charlotte and Macon to develop grass-roots arson
preventlon programs. [ADD MORE!!!)

Led by James E. Johnson, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury
(Enforcement) and Isabelle Katz Pinzler, Acting Assistant
Attorney. General for Civil Rights, who replaced Deval L.- Patrick,
former Assistant Attorney General, the NCATF formalized the
coordination of investigations already underway. The NCATF
brought together .the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
(ATF), the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Justice
Department. prosecutors, the United States Attorneys,
victim/witness coordinators, the Community Relations Service and
the U.S. Marshals Service, in partnership with state and local
officers and prosecutors.

As a result of this partnership, local task forces were formed
where needed, and federal authorities supported every
prosecution. Their efforts have been aided significantly by
support from the Congress, which provided additional statutory
authority and resources for these investigations.
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I. Prosecuting Perpetrators

A. Coordinating the Investigations . . .
In 1996, following a series of fires around the time of the
Martin Luther Xing Jr. h011day, federal authorities began to
focus on the sharp increase in reports of attacks on churches,
particularly African American churches in the South. The pattern
of church fires led officials to take.steps to improve the
coordination within federal law enforcement. and between federal,
state and local law enforcement.

In June 1996, President Clinton established the National Church
Arson Task Force to better -coordinate the efforts of federal,
state and local law enforcement. Shortly thereafter, Attorney
General Reno directed U.S. Atterneys to establish local task
forces focusing on church arsons, or to join an existing local
task force. The local task force is to include state and local
law enforcement and fire prevention officials, representatives of
the ATF and FBI,: mediators from the Community Relations Service,
and victim/ wztness coordinators. :

In addition to the local task forces, the NCATF established an
operations team in Washington staffed by special agents of the
ATF and the FBI, as well as seasoned prosecutors from U.S.
Attorney's OfflCes and the Department of Justice Civil Rights
Division. Working with local task forces, the operations team
continues to investigate 1ncidents analyze potential connections
and prosecute cases.

Since the formalization of the task force, more than 200 ATF and
FBY investigators have been deployed to work with more than XX
federal prosecutors and state and local authorities. It is one
of the largest series of arson investigations in history and is
currently the largest civil rights investigation underway.

B. Conducting the Investigations

For years, many arsons at houses of worship were handled by local
authorities, and not reported to federal authorities. As a
result, local law enforcement often did not benefit from the
resources of the federal government in pursuing these incidents.
Following the formation of the task force, local law enforcement
began regularly reporting these incidents to federal authorities
and they are now receiving greater assistance.

From its inception, the NCATF develcoped a protocel for
investigating and prosecuting suspected arsons. The protocol
sets forth procedures for facilitating the exchange of
information among. task force agencies, developing an
investigative plan for each incident, and ensuring that
investigators pursue all lines of inquiry, including whether the
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crime was motivated by race or religion, and whether any one
incident is connected to any other. :

M |
Once an investigation is opened, the NCATF compiles statistical
information about the investigation in a unified database. 1In
addition, the databases and computer systems of the ATF and FBI
are used to track and analyze evidence about attacks on houses of
worship and to generate investigative leads.

During the investigation, the FBI calls upon its experience in
conducting e¢ivil rights investigations and the ATF relies on its
experience in conducting arson and explosives investigations. 1In
fact, since the inception of the task force, FBI agents have
trained ATF agents on how to conduct civil rights investigations,
and ATF agents have trained FBI agents on how to conduct arson
investigations.

As the past year has proven, arson cases are among the most
difficult criminal cases to solve. Forensic evidence is often
destroyed with the fire. Moreover, because some of the churches
burned are located in isolated, rural areas, there are often no
eye witnesses to: the incident. For these reasons, the arsons can
often take years to solve. Further, as with many criminal acts,
it is difficult to discern the motive for setting fire to a house
of worship. : .

C. Strengthening Laws and Adding Resources

-Over the past year, Congress has offered tremendous support to

the investigatory efforts of the task force, both in terms of
toughening federal laws and providing additional resources.

When the. task force was formalized, federal prosecutors relied on
several statutes to prosecute arson cases. They had authority,
under the Anti-Arnson Act of 1982, to prosecute theose who used
fire to destroy property involved in interstate commerce (18
U.S.C. 844(i)). Under c¢riminal civil rights statutes, they also
had the authority to prosecute those who conspired to deprive
persons of their civil rights or who desecrated religious
property or a house of worship (18 U.S.C. 241 and 247).

on July 3, 1996, President Clinton signed the Church Arson
Prevention aAct of 1996, which granted federal prosecutors greater
power in pursuing church burnings and desecrations. Sponsored by
Senator Edward M. Kennedy (D-MA), Senator Lauch Faircloth (R-NC),
Congressman Henry J. Hyde (R-IL) and Congressman John Conyers,
Jr. (D-MI), the statute was passed unanimously by both chambers
of Congress. ;
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Under the new law, which amended 18 U.S.C. 247, federal
prosecutors no longer have to demonstrate that the incident
involved the use of interstate facilities or show that the
resulting damage totaled $10,000. In addition, prosecutors can
now seek sentences of up to 20 years imprisonment for arson.

In August 1996, Congress provided more than $12 millien to
support ATF's role in the task force, until the end of the fiscal
year. The next month, Congress appropriated an additional $12
million for ATF's role in the following fiscal year. Additional
funds for task force activities by the Justice Department and the
FBI also were appropriated or reprogrammed.

D. Progress
1. Opening;Investigations

The NCATF has opened investigations into 429 arsons, bombings or
attempted bombings that have occurred at houses of worship
between January 1, 1995, and May 27, 1997. This-number does not
include vandalism or other desecration at houses of worship,
which continue to be investigated and prosecuted by the FBI, the
Justice Department's Civil Rights Division and U.S. Attorneys
offices. Nor does it include fires that the investigators have
determined are accidental.
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Of these 429 incidents, 162 have involved African American
churches. Three quarters ([???] of the fires at African American
churches have occurred in the southern United States. While
arsons at houses of worship appeared to reach a2 peak in June
1996, federal authoritjies continue to receive reports of such,
arsons. For instance, the NCATF launched 17 investigations in
March 1997, 21 investigations in April 1997, and 12
investigations in May 1997. [See “Chart A" ldentlfying the
numbers of NCATF investigations launched each month over the past
year.] :

For every new suspicious fire, the NCATF continues to launch a
new investigation. As of May 27, 1997, arrests were made in
connection with 150 incidents. The task force remains committed
to expending the necessary time, resources and effort to solving
these crimes and. prosecuting those who are responsible.

To expand the sources of information available to investigators,
the NCATF established a toll-free tip line for citizens to report
information on church arsons.

1-888-ATF-FIRE
To date, the NCATF has received more than XXX calls through its
tip line service. The ATF and FBI also are offering rewards for

information in a number of arson cases. ([ADD: Private rewards --
Nationbank, et.al. offering up to 500,0007)

2. Arrests . .

- The partnership between various enforcement agencies has produced

significant number of state and federal arrests that have solved
many of the incidents.

Since January 1995, federal and state authorities have arrested
199 suspects in connection with 150 fires at churches and other
houses of worship. This 35% rate of arrest is significantly
higher than the general arrest rate for arsons, which is
approximately 16%, according to Department of Justice statistics.

(DELETE???] Since the formation of the task force, the number of
arrests has increased significantly. XXX persons, representing
more than three guarters of all defendants arrested since January
1995, were arrested following the formation of the task force.

Of the 199 persons arrested, 34 are African American, 5 are
Hispanic and 160 are white. XXX are juveniles. Of the XXX
suspects arrested, for arsons at African American churches, XXX
are white, XXX are African American and XXX is Hispanic. Of the
XXX suspects arrested for arsons at non-African American houses
of worship, XXX are white, XXX are African American, .and XXX are
Hispanic. XXX additional white suspects have. been arrested for

@oo07
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arsons at both Afrlcan American churches and non-African American
churches.

3. Convicts

Since January 1, 1995, XXX defendants have been convicted in
federal and state prosecutlons in connection with fires at XXX
houses of worship. [See "Chart B" for a list of incidents in
which a conviction has been obtained.]) These successes include
the first convictions under provisions of the 1996 Church Arson
Prevention Act. Prosecutions in connection with XXX of the XXX
incidents have occurred during the first year after the formation
of the task force,

Federal charges are pending in a number of cases, and grand jury
investigations are ongoing in many others. Conspiracy charges
have been filed, and convictions obtained, in a number of cases
inveolving small numbers of fires. Investigators continue to
pursue the question whether broader conspiracies were responsible
for some of the fires.

In still other cases, state prosecutions have been initiated in
consultation with federal prosecutors or investigators. The NCATF
actively monitors these prosecutions to ensure that any federal
interest is vindicated and to ensure that accurate information is
compiled regarding law enforcement'!'s response to attacks on
houses of worship. Often, state prosecutors need not demonstrate
motive in order to obtain a conviction.

II. Helping to Rebuild
A. Coordinating.the Rebuilding Effort

Working together with a wide array of private organizations and
religious organizations, the Department of Housing and Urban
Developnent (HUD) has forged a cecalition with the Naticnal
Council of Churches, the Congress of National Black Churches,
local financial institutions and other organizations. Together
they have assegsed the overall arson damage and worked to target
resources to affected houses of worship as quickly as possible.
As a result of this cooperation, 25 churches have been rebuilt
and 62 more are currently being constructed.

B. Strengthening Rescurces to Help Rebuild

At the request of President Clinton, Congress enacted legislation
that authorized a. HUD loan guarantee program that can be used for
church rebuilding. The legislation, which also strengthened the
law, made HUD responsible for administering a $10 million Federal
Loan Guarantee Fund to assist with the rebuilding of houses of
worship and other non-profit orqanlzatlons that have been damaged
or destroyed by arson.
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Through its work with local financial institutions, HUD is
working actively with approximately 20% of the churches
identifies as candidates for loan a351stance ’ ‘,
In addition, the National Rebuilding Initiative will be award;ng
"rebuilding resource packages'" to 7% churches in 18 states in the
form of grants from the National Council of Churches, federally
guaranteed loans, and volunteer labor and in-kind materials. of
these 79 churches, 13 are eligible for a HUD loan, 20 have
received or are eligible for a National Council of Churches
grant, and 46 are ellglble for a blended resocurce package of a
grant and loan.

C. Reaching out to the Communities

The private-public partnership is continuing to identify other
areas where help can be provided. They are conduct on-site
visits and group workshops where technical advice and guidance is
offered. HUD is also organizing regional workshops to bring
together ministers from the burned churches with organizations
and financial institutions, volunteers, and other grant-making
agencies.

III. Preventing Arsons _ ’ d
A. Coordinating Prevention Efforts

The NCATF, as part of the federal response to church arson,
participates in a coordinated effort to enhance local and state
programs to prevent fires at houses of worship and to promote
arson awareness generally. The National Arson Prevention
Initiative, spearheaded by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA), has focused on coordinating federal resources to
sypport community-based grass roots efforts to prevent arson.

In June 1996, FEMA established a Clearinghouse for arson
prevention resources. To date, the Clearinghouse has received
over XXX telephone inquiries from all 50 states and the District
of Columbia, and responded to requests for over XXX packets of
arson prevention materials. Included in those materials is the
Church Threat Assessment Guide prepared by the NCATF, which
informs congregations about steps they can take to make their
churches safer, as well as steps to take after an incident has
occurred. :

B. Strengthening Prevention Resources

1. Providing Grants

In an effort to help communities prevent future arsons, Congress
provided additional resources. For instance, the Justice
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Department awarded $3 million in grants to counties from 13
states to intensify their enforcement and surveillance efforts
around vulnerable houses of worship. The states were: Alabkama,
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi,
North Carclina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas -and
Virginia. ’

In addition, FEMA released $774,000 in training grants to enhance
state and local arson investigations and prevention capabilities.
These grants have been used to deliver National Fire Acadeny
courses by the state fire training organizations. and also to
support the training of state and regional arson task forces.

[IAAI ~- add their efforts!!!]

:
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2. Educating Communities to Prevent Arsons

The NCATF updated and distributed a Church Threat Assessment
Gulde containing valuable infermation on the steps that may be
taken to prevent fires at houses of worship and the steps_.to .,
follow after an incident has occurred. Working with FEMA, the
task force has distributed over XXX of these booklets.

The NCATF is working closely with FEMA, the Bureau of Justice
Assistance, the National Sheriffs' Association and southern
governors to develop a series of interdisciplinary training
conferences and workshops on arson prevention that will be
conducted in thirteen targeted southern states in 1997. &an
additional four regional conferences outside the southern region
are also planned.

FEMA has developed a pilot community action program for arson
prevention in three communities: Nashville, Tennessee, Charlotte,
North Carolina, and Macon, Georgia. A coalition of fire
prevention personnel, law enforcement, community, sc@pol and
business leaders will be recruited to develop local arson
prevention programs. These can include workshops on juvenile
firesetters, an arson risk assessment survey, an arson hot-line,
improved building and fire code enforcement and neighborhood
watch programs. :

IV. Reconciliations
A. Reaching Out to the Affected Communities

Without the confidence and cocoperation of the congregations whose
churches burned, many of these investigations, which were
difficult at the outset, would have been destined to fail. The
NCATF took steps .early on to ensure solid, working relationships
between law enforcement and the affected communities.

Less than a week after being formalized, the NCATF met with FBI
and ATF Special Agents in Charge and U.S. Attorneys from- the
Southeast region to emphasize the critical importance of pursuing
the investigations with vigilance, determination and dispatch, as
well as with sensitivity to the needs of the vietims..

Fd
President Clinton, Vice President Gore, Secretary of the Treasury
Robert Rubin and Attorney General Janet Renc have helped reach
out to the affected communities, by bringing church arsons to
national attention, speaking out forcefully on the commitment of
the federal government to solve these church arsons and meeting
with ministers from the burned churches.

In June, President Clinton travelled to Greelyville, South
Carolina to help dedicate a new church in place of ..... In
August, the President and Vice President travelled to Fruitland,
Tennessee to help rebuild... And in June, the President
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organiged an interfaith breakfast where he called on leaders of
all faiths to open discussion to resolve our nation's divisions.

Also, Treasury Secretary Rubin and Attorney General Reno
lnstructed Asslistant Secretary Johnson and then-Assistant.
Attorney General for Civil Rights Patrick to remaln 1n close
contact with the affected communltles. %

In addition to meeting regularly with representatives from the
National Council of Churches, the NAACP, the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference and the Congressional Black Caucus,
Assistant Secretary Johnson, then-Assistant Attorney General
Patrick, and current Acting Assistant Attorney General Isabelle
Katz Pinzler, have travelled throughout the South to meet with
church and community leaders and to view personally the
devastation these arsons have wrought..

B. Dispatching Conflict Resolution Experts

The Community Relations Service {CRS) also has been an important

partner in Task Force outreach efforts. Conflict resolution
experts from CRS have worked in many communities affected by
church burnings to identify and resolve racial conflicts and
reduce racial tensions, to foster healthy relationships between
law enforcement and minority communities and to facilitate
communications among all parties.

The NCATF also developed, with the help of CRS, and distributed
to every ATF and FBI supervisor and U.S. Attorney a "Best
Practices" guide .for conducting community outreach activities.
The guide noted the sources of tension'that arson investigations
could create both for [(and by] law enforcement.

CRS plays an integral part in the Administration's response in
local towns and cities, working with over 150 local communities
in reducing racial polarization, bridging law enforcement and
minority communities, facilitating a biracial rebuilding effort,
and training law enforcement on cultural diversity and race
relations. Throughout the South, CRS convened a series of

dialogues on race relations at which community members learned to

better understand their neighbors.

" €. Watching the Nation Respond

In addition to the efforts of Congress, federal law enforcement
agencies and the states, many private companies and

organizations, as well as an untold number of Americans did their

part in responding to the arsons.

@o12
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P;ivgte companies offered funds and materials to help rebuild.
Alirlines reduced fares for individuals travelling south to offer
a hand. Religious organizations and private groups organized
work camps to construct new churches where old ones once stood.
And thousands of Americans donated their time and money to show
they cared. ;o : S )

Forty~four VISTA and AmeriCorps volunteers travelled to 18 rural
communities in which church arsons have occurred and to 73 other
communities in Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina,

" South Caroclina and Tennessee. In these communities, volunteers

conducted community and church threat assessments, organized
arson watch groups and town hall meetings on arson prevention,
and engaged in community relations projects.

In the end, Americans of all walks of life refused to let these
acts of destruction tear apart our communities or our nation.

V. Drawing Preliminary Conclusions
® Multiple Motives

The arsons at African American churches raised significant
fears about:-an increase in racially motivated crimes. Aas a
result of our efforts to date, we have determined that the
arsons were motivated by a wide array of factors, including
blatant racism or religious hatred, but alsoc financial
profit, burglary, personal revenge, and plain old vandalism.
The task force continues to investigate many cases. When
sufficient evidence of racial motive is developed, we wWill
continue to bring criminal c¢ivil rights charges, as we have
in cases in Alabama, Nevada, South Carolina, Tennessee and
Texas.

] National Conspiracy
3

There is still no evidence to date to prove a national
conspiracy. . For instance, federal authorities have not
found links between many of the individuals who were charged
with arson. R But in several instances, more than one
individual was found to be responsible for more than one
fire. These conspiracies, though, tend only to exist in
defined geographic areas.

. No Hate Group Conspiracy

To date, the task force has not found a national conspiracy
behind all the arsons. Each defendant or group of
defendants were responsible for either one or a handful of
arsons. While XX of the XX arrested in XX cases were
determined to belong to a hate group, most of the defendants
were elither not part of a hate group or could not be proven
to belong to one. 1In fact, prosecutors need not show that a

@013
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defendant belongs to a particular hate group in, order to
gain a conviction.

L No Final Conclusions

The task force continues to investigate and prosecute those
respensible for burning cur nation's houses of worship. It
is therefore too soon for the task force to speak
conclusively to the motivation behind many of the fires at
churches and other houses of worship. While it was the
number of fires at African American churches that brought
these crimes to national attention, the NCATF will continue
to investigate and prosecute attacks on all houses of
worship, regardless of their denomlnatlon or racial

: comp051tlon.

. Damage

Hundreds of churches burned, congregations were temporarily
displaced, and many people were left wondering how this
could happen in the 19%0's According to ATF, damage ranged
from.... But, those communltles which suffered a burned
house of worship came to realize that thousands-bf Americans
really care. The arsonists may have sought to divide our
communities by burning our houses of worship, but in the end
they only helped bring them closer together.

Conclusion

We need to continue prosecuting, investigating, and rebuilding,
but we also know there is more work to do. We have seen how
communities can pull together to rebuild. We hope we can build
on the progress that we have made here to further address the
divisions in our society.
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QUOTES FOR 'THE NCATF REPORT

"When we got there it was about a group of Jews wanting to help
out and experience the Southern black Christian community--a_
communlty which had never seen a Jew before. By the end ‘of the
week, it was about a group of blacks experlenc1ng the Jewish
communlty Soon, whites and blacks were singing Hebrew Hanukkah
songs in a M1551onary Baptist Church in Alabama. It was a unique
experience of coming together." . ‘, ‘

Gail Foorman, a San Francisco resident who traveled with a
group of Jewish community leaders to Greensboro, Alabama to
help rebuild the Rising Star Missionary Baptist Church.
415-474~-3247

"Tt's important for the history of this country, it's important
to remember the struggle of this country. It serves as a reminder
as to how we all pulled together as a country to fight racism and
hatred. This is the first time I've seen FBI, ATF and local and
state law enforcement all working together to solve these crimes.
That is significant." .

Reverend Terrance Mackey, Mt. Zion AME Church in North
Charleston, S.cC.

"I think that many black and white people...in Florence who did
not previously know each other or would probably not even talk teo
each other became friends when they worked together to rebuild
the church. It sort of brought the people together."

Michael Gutierrez, a 19-year old Montgomery (Maryland)
County College student who travelled to help rebuild
Effingham Baptist Church (CHECK THIS) in South Carcolina.
202-305-2%967

"I came down for a week and ended up staying five months. You
meet so many people from so many different backgrounds and they
are the most unselfish people. No one really cares whether
they're arsons or -not. It's just a matter of doing what needs to
be done. It's an amazing experience.”

Jason Horning, an 21 year-old Ann hrbor, Michigan resident
who traveled to Greensboro, Alabama to help rebuild the
Rising Star Baptist Church.
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"The hard work and cooperation paid off in that we were able to
conclude the jinitial investigation with the arrest of two
individuals early on...Sunday."

G. Mike Davis, State Fire Marshal, Texas Commission on Fire
Protection, commenting the efforts of federal officials
working together with state officials. [ATF] (CHECK THIS)

"When I was a student nearby, I helped move pews into the
sanctuary. When I returned as an ATF .agent, I was sifting
thorough ashes to solve a crime. You .could be sure I was going
to proceed with compassion.” ;

Dewey Webb,. ATF RAC of the Oklahoma City Field Office, on
his experience investigating the First Missionary Baptist
church. (CHECK THIS)

Il
/

"at first there were so many different people from sc many
different backgrounds...and so many different religions....We
were all a little on edge about our differences. But by the end
of the week, no one cared about the differences...no one cared
about who burned the churches. We just wanted to get the work
done. It was the best experience of my life."

Elliot Panek, an Emerscn College student who travelled to
Greensboro, Alabama to help rebuild the Rising Star
Missionary Baptist Church along with students from Boston
University and Haverford College.

"The second day we received a prepared lunch from the senior
.citizen Sunday School class...in Tuscaloosa. It struck me that I
was not only helping to build a church, I was in some small way
seeing the building of a community." )

Debbie Gandy} Manasass, Va. (NOT CHECKED] - .

"Nothing prepared us for what we were going to experience. The
local community was so welcoming. The preacher even wondered
whether the first guy who lit the first match understood how many
people he brought-together. 1In a way, I think it may have done
as much good as it did harm. It's ironic that we had to travel
hundreds of miles to address race relations. But now we're
trying to foster community awareness right here on our campus."

Rob Donahue, who travelled to Greensboro, Alabama along with
fellow Northwestern students to help rebuild the Rising Star
Baptist Church.
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"The local community was not bitter. They saw this as a way to
come out of this ordeal stronger. This was a challenge. And
they were going to rise and meet the challenge. I hope whoever
did this saw me hanging drywall and putting the. roof on--so they
saw theéir act of hate backfired...it brought people ‘together.

Earl Daniels, a Valdosta, Ga., resident who traveled to Boligee,
Alabama, to help rebuild the Little Zion Baptlst church.
(912~244-2919]

"At first I came here with .the knowledge that I was to rebuild
churches...What I did not realize was that I was also here to
help rebuild the hopes and trust of the suffering community.
What these people experience was an act of hate...We hopefully
instilled the idea in these people that hate and racist-~driven
acts will not go unrecognized and that people will take action."

Elizabeth Miller 703-759-6021 [lm)

"I witnessed an incredible outpouring of support to the
community. I sometimes wonder...if people responded the same way
when Hitler burned more than hundred temples in one night in
Germany, maybe the Holocaust would never have océurred."

Rabbi Nancy.Weiner [Not checked]
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National Church Arson Task Force

Breakdown of House of Worship Arson/Bombing Investigations
January 1, 1995 - MAY 27, 1997

Houses of Worship - Houses of Worship
Nationwide | - Located in the South
Other Houses SR African American
of Worship Houses of Worship

50.0%

62.2%

37.8% 50.0%

African American | Other Houses
Houses of Worship | . “of Worship

Total House of Worship Arsons/Bombings - 429
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NATIONAL CHURCH ARSON TASK FORCE
| BREAKDOWN OF
- ARSON/BOMBING/ATTEMPTED BOMBING
| INVESTIGATIONS

JANUARY-1, 1995 - MAY 27, 1997 -

PENDING

INVESTIGATIONS
65.0%

35.0%

INVESTIGATIONS WHERE

TOTAL INVESTIGATIONS =429 ARRESTS HAVE BEEN MADE
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NATIONAL CHURCH ARSON TASK FORCE
RACIAL MAKEUP OF ARRESTED SUBJECTS
HOUSE OF WORSHIP ARSONS/BOMBINGS NATIONWIDE
JANUARY 1, 1995 - MAY 27, 1997

A‘FRI_(_;AN AMERICAN ' NON-AFRICAN AMERICAN -
HQUSES OF WORSHIP . HOUSES OF WORSHIP
ARSONS -50 ARSONS - 95
BOMBINGS - 2 e BOMBINGS - 3
1 HISPANIC
- SUBJECT
CAUCASIAN 139  CAUCASIAN
SUBJECTS 279 SUBJECTS 4“15”\1210
65.8% 89.0% ! SUBJECT

"32.9% e N -

| 7.6%
AFRICAN AFRICAN
AMERICAN " AMERICAN
SUBJECTS SUBJECTS

FIVE (5) ADDITIONAL CAUCASIAN SUBJECTS ARRESTED FOR ARSON/BOMBING OF AN AFRICAN
AMERICAN HOUSE OF WORSHIP AND A NON AFRICAN AMERICAN HOUSE OF WORSHIP.

199 SUBJECTS TOTAL
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NATIONAL CHURCH ARSON TASK FORCE
< SUBJECTS ARRESTED FOR CHURCH
ARSONS/BOMBINGS/ATTEMPTED BOMBINGS

IN THE UNITED STATES
JANUARY 1, 1995 - MAY 27, 1997
14-17
25.1%
45 MALE 6-13 -
5 FEMALE o T 16.6%

50

33 sremac

57 MALE FRSIeatc
3 FEMALE 14 13 MALE
| 1 FEMALE
60 29 12 MALE 45 +
24 MALE 1 FEMALE Sy g0V
5 FEMALE y

1824~
30.2%

BREAKDOWN BY 25.34

35-44
6.5%

- 14.6°
AGE/SEX %  IOTAL ARRESTS = 199
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NATIONAL CHURCH ARSON TASK FORCE
CHURCH ARSON/BOMBING/ATTEMPTED BOMBING INVESTIGATIONS
RESULTING IN ARRESTS NATIONWIDE

0

7 INDIVIDUALS ARRESTED - 18
m INCIDENTS SOLVED BY THESE ARRESTS - 15

INFORMATION DISPLAYED
BY DATE OF SUBJECT'S ARREST
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NATIONAL CHURCH ARSON TASK FORCE |
CHURCH ARSON/BOMBING/ATTEMPTED BOMBING INVESTIGATIONS
RESULTING IN ARRESTS NATIONWIDE

30
25 17

20|

15

10 ("

5 |
I I10 1373: 190114 8‘!4
A

Qo 0O & A &
v“go v‘**‘g‘\\vggb@ L &S &
INFORMATION DISPLAYED

3 INDIVIDUALS ARRESTED - 141 Bél-?:l;r’ll'z ggﬁggﬁc&imﬁfm

m INCIDENTS SOLVED BY THESE ARRESTS - 108 THROUGH DECEMBER 31,1996
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NATIONAL CHURCH ARSON TASK FORCE

CHURCH ARSON/BOMBING/ATTEMPTED BOMBING INV ESTIGATIONS

RESULTING IN ARRESTS NATIONWIDE

L 1997 .
10 |~
g |
__4-, _____________________________________________________________
6 |
4l
----------------------------------------------- ﬂ
2 I
11 188 5 7 6
A R —
Q o TR I I TP N S o)
‘Sv“Q@@vg“?q@vg) YL
1 INDIVIDUALS ARRESTED - 40 - INFORMATION DISPLAYED
BY DATE OF SUBJECT'S ARREST
m INCIDENTS SOLVED BY THESE ARRESTS - 27 CHART REFLECTS ACTIVITY
. : THROUGH MAY 27, 1997
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BREAKDOWN 7.5% MALES
| BY RACE/SEX CAUCASIAN |
FEMALES

NATIONAL CHURCH ARSON TASK FORCE
- SUBJECTS ARRESTED FOR CHURCH
ARSONS/BOMBINGS/ATTEMPTED BOMBINGS

IN THE UNITED STATES
JANUARY 1, 1995 - MAY 27, 1997

| " TOTAL ARRESTS = 199
72.9%
CAUCASIAN
MALES

5 HISPANIC MALES

—2.5%

1.5%
-3 AFRICAN AMERICAN

15.6% FEMALE
AFRICAN AMERICAN
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NATIONAL CHURCH ARSON TASK FORCE
CHURCH ARSON/BOMBING/ATTEMPTED BOMBING INVESTIGATIONS

117 - AFRICAN AMERICAN HOUSES OF WORSHIP 181- OTHER HOUSES OF WORSHIP

TOTAL INCIDENTS NATIONWIDE - 298

o 1996

S N R U

21

11

14 ’ S !

= AFRICAN AMERICAN HOUSES OF WORSHIP
m - HOUSES OF WORSHIP OTHER THAN AFRICAN AMERICAN

JANUARY 1, 1996 - DECEMBER 31, 1996
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NATIONAI; CHURCH ARSON TASK FORCE
CHURCH ARSON/BOMBING/ATTEMPTED BOMBING INVESTIGATIONS

19- AFRICAN AMERICAN HOUSES OF WORSHIP 63 - OTHER HOUSES OF WORSHIP

T OTAL INCIDENT S NATION WIDE 82

1997

13 Y ¥

SEP

z M ~ o4 P - Q
: B §F 3 % B g :
m= OTHER HOUSES OF WORSHIP
= AFRICAN AMERICAN HOUSES OF WORSHIP |

JANUARY 1, 1997 - MAY 27, 1997



NATIONAL CHURCH ARSON TASK FORCE
—CURRENT STATISTICS \

= 4

| N
CHURCH . fi |\ (7
ARSONS/BOMBINGS/ A y

ATTEMPTED BOMBINGS 8l
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NATIONAL CHURCH ARSON TASK FORCE
AFRICAN AMERICAN CHURCH FIRE INVESTIGATIONS IN THE SOUTH

January 1, 1995 to May 27, 1997

NOVEMEER 1, 1985

v Lynch Chapel United Methodist - Clinton, MS
MARCH 5, 1996
51. Paul CME - Halley, MS
MARCH 20, 1996
New M. Zion Baptist - Ruienille, MS
MARCH 30, 199 .

% El Bethel Church - Satartio, MS
JUNE 17, 1996
Koasuth, MS
hit. Pleasari Church
Cantral Grove Mission
SUNE 30, 1556
House of Prayer - Greemlle, MS
AUGUST 4, 1998
Bescon Baplisi - Yazoo City, MS
GEPTEMBER 6., 1996

* First James Creek Maslonary - Noxubee Co., MS
SEPTEMBER 9, 1396

¥ Fitst Missionary Bapiist - Gulfpod, MS
OCTOBER 9, 1996 .
House of Prayer, Church of God - Greemille, MS
QCTOBER 29, 1995
M. Olive Chusrch of God - Tiplersville, MS
DECEMBER 11, 1986

¥ Mallalieu Methodist Church - Meridian, MS
APRIL 9, 1997
Lakeview Missionary Baptisi - Sledge, MS

* Amrest Made

JANUARY 29, 1956
hles Chapel Christian Methodist - Houslon, TX
FEBRUARY tG, 1995
Love Fellowship Church of God - Houston, TX
* JUNE 5, 1995
Viclory Baptist - Denison, TX
NOVEMBER 14, 1935
Gresler Geapel Temple - Dellas, TX
FEBRUARY 12, 1996
Real Rock Church - Houston, TX
*FEBRUARV 18, 1996
Roal Rock Church - Houston, TX
APRIL 12, 1996 Bombing
Southwest Community Bagis! - Houston, TX
MAY 14, 1906
* Long Ridge CME - Waskom, TX
JUNE B, 1806 . .
New Lighthouse of Prayer - Greemville, TX
JUNE [0, 1996
% Church of the Living God - Greensille, TX
JUNE 18, 1996
On Track Baptiat - Houston, TX
SEPTEMBER 10, 1998
Church of Living God - Dallas, TX
SEPTEMBER 26, 189§
Soul Inspiration - Dallas, TX
OCTORER 17, 1996
Garza Streat Ch. of Christ - Oallus, TX
QCTOBER 21, 1998
God's Gospel Templa - Dallas, TX
OCTOBER 23, 199
Sard!s Primitive Baptis! - Meoda, TX
NOVEMBER 20, 1593
Full Gospel Powarhouse - Wichita Falls, TX
DECEMBER 7, 1996
Hopewell UMC - Centendlts, TX
JANUARY 4, 1997
Harp Baplist Church - Fairfield, TX
MARCH 18, 1597
Garden Geth. C.0.G. - Houston, TX
March 22, 1997
* MacedoniaBaptist - Fesris, TX
*Apl'll 8, 1997
West Oakland Bapt - Beaurnond, TX
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NATIONAL CHURCH ARSON TASK FORCE
CAN CHURCH FIRE INVESTIGATIONS IN THE SOUTH

AFRICAN AMERI

MAY 24, 1995 A
M, Corinth Baptiay, Vivian, LA
FEBRUARY 1, 1996
Zachary, LA
Cypreas Grove Baplist™
Baker, LA
Sweel Homa Baptist ;
Thomas Chaps! Benevolent Soclety
St Paur's Free Baptisl :
APRIL 8, 1696
Oak Ridge Baptst - Calvin, LA
AFRIL 11, 1996
St. Charles Baptist - Paincourhilie, LA
JUNE 24, 16866
New Birth Templs - Shieveporl, LA
JUNE 28, 1996
Greater Ebenszer- New Orteans, LA
AUGUST 2, 1998
1. Abveham Baptist - Shrevepod, LA
SEPTEMBER 29, 1558
St Johns Baplist - Haughton, LA
DECEMBER 1, 1998
Samuyel Temple - New Qrleans, LA
* DECEMBER 10, 1996

New Birth Mise. Bap. - Lk. Charles, LA
FEBRUARY 2, 1997
Vision Baptist - Balon Rogue, LA

January 1, 1995 to May 27,1997

| supy 20, 1998

Clayborm Chapel AME - Arkadelphia, AR
JULY 27, 1956
New Calvary Church - Camden, AR
AUGUST 20, 1996
Mt Zion Aasionary - Marvel], AR
AUGUST 21, 1996 :
§t. Matthews Masionary - Turnes, AR
SEPTEMBER 26,1596
Fredonia Missionary Baplist - Helana, AR
NOVEMBER 17, 1998
Princess Chapel Missionary - Lwora, AR
| APRIL 2, 1997

£l Bethet COG In Chyist - Beardon, AX

* Arrest Made
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NATIONAL CHURCH ARSON TASK FORCE
AFRICAN AMERICAN CHURCH FIRE INVESTIGATIONS IN THE SOUTH

JANUARY 13, 1995

Johneon Grove Baplist - Bells, TN

Macedoria Baptisi - Denmark, TN

JANUARY 28, 18395 Bombing .

Friendship Missionary - Maury Co., TN
naan AME Church - Maury Co., TN

JANUARY X1, 1985

M. Calvery Baptist - Hardeman, TN

DECEMBER 20, 1995

Salem Baptist - Fruifand, TN

JANUARY 8, 1998

Innescity Church - Knowville, TN

MAY 14, 1996

M. Pleasant Baplist - Tigreit, TN

AUGUST &, 1996

Knoxille Comm Inv&rlqb'(frﬂ'lﬁm
Knowdlle, TN

OCTOBER 29, 1996

Springhill Missionary - Memphis, TN

NOVEMBER 12, 1996

Greanwood CME - Memphis, TN

MARCH 23, 1997 '

Pleasam Ridge Mathodisl - Pulaski, TN

January 1, 1995 to May 27, 1997

ke

MAY 15, 1995
Grealer MT. Zion - Portsmouth, VA
FEBRUARY 21, 1998 O

o Glorious Church of God - Richmond, VA

APRIL 16, 1098

First Baptist Church of Centralia - Chesterfield, VA
OCTOBER 12z, 199

Peace of Mind Baptist - Reston, VA

OCTOB8ER 3, 19535
Green Ridgs Baptis! - Handersan Co., KY
JULY 23, 1996

Church of God In Christ - Providence, KY
AUGUST 9, 159

Galiles Baptis! - Louiwville, KY

MARCH 14, 1995
New Outreach Christian - Charlotie, NC

OCTOBER 31, 1985
M. Flagah Bapiist - Rasford, NC
DECEMBER 25, 1935
M., Moriah Baplis! - Cheak Croasing, NC
JANUARY 6, 1996

sk Ohovah AME Church - Orrum, NG
MAY 22, 1996

* M. Tabot Baptist - Cesro Gorda, NC
MAY 24, 1996

* Pleasant Hill Beplist - Lumberton, NC

JUNE 8, 1996

Matthews-Muidand Presbylerian - Charotte, NC
JUNE 30, 1996

* St. James AME Church - Maysville, NC
JANLIARY 3, 1997
Soul Saving Baptish Churah - Charlotte, NC

* Arrest Made
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NATIONAL CHURCH ARSON TASK FORCE
AFRICAN AMERICAN CHURCH FIRE INVESTIGATIONS IN THE SOUTH

January 1, 1995 to May 27, 1997

OCTOBER 31, 19385

Y Faith Whols Truth Holiness -

Parinington, AL

DECEMBER 22, 1095
M. Zion Baplist - Boligee, AL
JANUARY 11, 1998
Litte' M¥. Zion Baptist - Boliges, AL
JANUARY 12, 1990
M. Zoas Baptist - Boligee, AL
FEBRUARY 28, 1956

¢ Now Lberty Baptist - Tylor, AL
MARCH 25, 1996
Central Baptist - Browns, AL
MAY 5, 1996

o Ashbank Freewitl - Nauvoo, AL
JUNE 3, 1998

Ricing Star Baplist - Greensboro, AL

JULY 22, 1996

v babella Baphist - Tyfer, AL
JULY, 28, 1996
Emanuel Quireach - Dacatur, AL
OCTOBER 27, 1806
Sunlight Baptist - Easlabogs, AL
NOVEMBER 14, 1956

¢ Bom Again Ch of Christ - Hefeiin, Al

JUNE 12, 1896
s Evangetist Temple - Marianna, FL
AUGUST 7, 1996
¢ Bethel Baptist - Jacksonville, FL
SEFTEMBER 6, 998
New Life Tabemados - Deland, FL
SEFTEMBER 15, 1896
Apcetie Faith Church of Jesus - Indianikown, FL
OCTOBER 27, 1966
Shiloh Metropolilan - Jacksonville, FL
JANUARY 12, 1997
*Plan!aﬁon Cantor Minis. - Mo, FL
March 19, 1997
¥ Covanant Missionary Bepl - Ocsla, FL

* Arrest Made

MAY 20, 1695
Summergrove Baplist - Aiken, SC
JUNE 20, 1505
% Mount Zion AME Church - Williamsburg Co., SC
JUNE 21, 1995
Macedonla Baptist - Manning, SC
AUGUST 15, 1995
¥ Saint John's Baptisi - Lexington Co., SC
DECEMBER 1935
* Mount Hill Migsionary - Moatmeorenci, SC
JANUARY 25, 1996
St. Paul AME Zion - Hariepvlle, SC
MARCH 31, 1996
Buler Chapel AME - Orangeburg, SC
APRIL 13, 1996
Rosemary Bapbst - Barmmwedl, SC
APRIL 26, 1896
Effingham Beplist - EMingham, SC
JUNE 11, 1896
v New St. Paul Apostelic - Florence, SC
JULY 16, 1996
¢ Johna Isfand Church - Johns island, SC
AUGUST 1, 1986
Springhill AME - Flordals Community, 5C
DECEMBER 22, 1996
Arm QaX Baplist - Jasper, SC

[ WARCHZT, TG
AUGUST 7, 1996
OCTOBER 22, 1696
NOVEMBER 30, 1096
FEBRUARY 19, 1997
FEBRUARY 22, 1997
APRIL 1, 1597

MAY 1, 1957

MAY 7, 1507

MAY 16, 1997

Gay's Hill Baptist - Millen., GA
Swifl Creek Missionary - Macon , GA
Holy Band of inspiration - Brungwick, GA
Grester Zion Hill Missionary Baptist - Macon, GA
Antioch Halinass Church - Savannah, GA
% Oak Grove CME Church - Ello, GA
New Covenanl Missicnary - Atlanta, GA
J¢ Groham Temple Holingss - Nashwills, GA
Galjlea Missionary Bapl - Maristta, GA
M. Sina Bogtist - Tagorssille, GA
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Record Type: Record

To: Sylvia M. Mathews/WHQ/EOP, Maria Echaveste/WHO/EOP
cc: Elena Kagan/OPD/EOP

Subject: One-Year Report on Church Arson

Sylvia/Maria:

Treasury has mentioned to me that they and Justice are preparting to release a one-year report on
church arson. If I'm not mistaken, they're planning to leak the report next weekend, release it --
officially -- on June 8th and follow-up with a National Council of Black Churches meeting. I'll
douhle check the facts and try and bring the draft report to the 4pm.

More importantly, though, shouldn't this report play into our media planning for the reconcilliation
event/speech.

Jose'
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