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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 

SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY August 15, 1997 

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the united states 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

On June 11, 1997, you directed the Department of the Treasury to 
publish proposed regulations requiring that Federal firearms 
licensees post signs and issue written notices to handgun 
purchasers warning of the requirements of the Youth Handgun 
Safety Act. The Department of the Treasury is completing its 
review of a notice of proposed rulemaking on this issue. The 
proposed rule would require the posting of signs and issuance of 
notices that would state as follows: 

(1) Federal law prohibits, except in certain limited 
circumstances, anyone under 18 years of age from knowingly 
possessing a handgun, or any person from transferring a handgun 
to a person under 18; 

(2) A violation of the prohibition against transferring a 
handgun to a person under the age of 18 is, under certain 
circumstances, punishable by up to 10 years in prison; 

(3) Handguns are a leading contributor to juvenile violence 
and fatalities; and 

(4) Safely storing and locking handguns away from children 
can help ensure compliance with Federal law. 

The Department anticipates that the notice of proposed rulemaking 
will be published in the Federal Register by August 22, 1997. 
The notice will provide a 90-day comment period. After 
consideration of the comments received in response to this 
notice, a final rule will be issued. 

Sincerely, 

) -) 

.j . U '-1,---
Robert E. Rubin 
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