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Backgrgund 

The Police Corps provides educational assistance to students who agree to serve on a_state (or 

local alice force for four ears. Funds cover education expenses, including tuition, fees, books, and 
at er expenses. Student participants may receive up to $7,500 per academic year, with a mmcimum total 
per student of $30,000. The student's service commitment must follow receipt of a bachelor's degr',e or 
precede the Start of graduate studies funded by Police Corps. 

Law enforcement agencies that employ Police Corps officers will receive $10,000 per partie; pant 
for each year of required service, or $40,000 per each participant who fulfills the four-year service 
requirement. 

Police Corps is not a grant program. States submit state plans for approval by the COPS Police 
Corps Office in order to participate in the ]lr08!aD1. The Police Corps Office approveutates for a 
specific number of participants, not a set dollar amount. Approval of a state plan commits the Po lie " . 
Corps Office to cover tlii'ee major categoncs of expenses aver a 4 to g year period: 1) scholarship 
payments, 2)trairung expenses, and 3) payments to the employing agencies. The exact period of thl: 
payments and the total dollar amount the states will receive depends upon whether the state cnoo-Se:. to 
recruit freshman, sophomoTes, juniors, aT seruors, 

A Fact Sheet with more detailed information on the Police Corps is attached. 
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Appropriation 

Congress appropriated $30 million for Police Corps in Fiscal Year 1998 The Approl'riatiom 
report earmarks $2 million for Mississippi out ofthis total. 

FY '98 State Allocatinn! 

Fifteen states and one territory have been approved for oarticipation in Police Corps for FY . )8. 
Nine of these states are already participating in the program. Their FY '98 allocations will allow the:'n to 
e){pan~ the number of participating students. The remaining six states and the Virgin Islands will be new 
to P~lice Corps in FY '98. A table listing the FY '98 state allocations is attached. . • 

_ For FY '98 the sixteen states will have a total allocation of 514,383,020. The remaining· 

~
15,616,980 out of the $30 million FY '98 appropriation will go to support the on-going expenses ot: 

participants who have been approved to date. . . 
. . . . ... 
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U.S. Department of Justice 
Office of Communi!}, Oriented Policing Services 

Police-
"The Police Corps is a college scholarship program 
~ for students who agree to serve on a state or local 

police force for at least foUr years. The funds cover 
education expenses. including tuition. fees. books. 
supplies. transportation. room and board,. and mis­
cellaneous expenses. The Polioe Corps is administerecl 
by the 0£6ce of the Polioe Corps and u.w Enfozcement 
Education in the U.S. Department of JustiCe's Office 
of Community Oriented Polici:ng Services. in con­
junction with participating states. 

Eligibility Requirements 

Police corps participants are selected on a competi­
tive basis by each state, Students must pUI5ue an 
undergraduate or graduate degree in a.field 
approved by the policing agency to which the stu­
dent will be assigned. Participants must possess the 
necessary mental and physical capabilities and em0-

tional characteristics to be an effective law enfOrce­
ment officer. be of good character and demonstrate 
sincere motivation and dedication to law enfOrce­
ment and public service. Until 1999. up to 10 pelcellt 
of Police Corps candidates may be persons with 
policing experience who have demonstrated special 
leadership potential and dedication to law enforce­
ment. Police Corps participants must undergo 16 
weeks of training prior to their police service. People 
interested in partidpating should contact the U.s. 
Department of Justice Response Center at 1-80~1-
6770 for a list of participating states and points of 
contact. 

, , 
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l'1olice Corps'scholarship funds also are available to 
depen ent children of law enforcement officers killed 
~ the· . of duty in participating states. These 
eCho hips may be applied to any course of study. 
Jntho t any service or repayment obligation. 

I , 
I " ,und ~gi ~~ViSions 
~ . ants may receive up to $7,500 per acadert1ic 
~ar. ·th'a maximum per student total of $30.000. 
1fhe eht's service commitment must follow 
rl!cei of the baccalaureate degree or precede COIn-

I t of graduate studies funded by the Po lice 
crorps 

I , 
~~: ' g agencies that employ Police Corps officers 
'fill 'w $10.000 per participant for earn year "f 
, ~. or $40,000 per earn participant .... ho 

fpl1illj the four-year service obligation. Hciwe1ler, a 
g agency may not receive this payment fo,. a 
which its average size has declined by more 

Pe%cent since January 1, 1993. or for a yea:: in 
it has laid off officers. 

, 
re infcnnation. call the u.s. Department cf 
ReSponse Center at 1-800-421-6770. 
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Table 3: FY 19911 State PIanslRecommended FY 19911 Commitments for Expansion of Current States 

ArkaDsal Kentucky MarylaDd Mississippi Missouri N. Carolina OregoD S. Carolina Teus 

P05itiOlll ICC<I!IlIDorulcd 10 15 20 45 IS IS 20 20 20 

Tuirion 75,000 112,500 150,000 337,500 112,500 112,500 ISO,OOO 150,000 150,QOO 

Stipends 40,000 60,000 80,000 180,000 60,000 60,000 80,000 80,000 80,000 

PD Rcimbul'llcmcnts 100,000 1S0,OOO 200,000 450,000 150,000 150,000 200,000 200,000 200,000 

Tuining 146,00.0 210,000 4~0,QOQ 1,032,500 250,000 275,000 4?6,090 517,500 326,720 

Totals 361,000 512,500 910,000 2,000,000 572,500 591,500 926,000 947,500 756,720 

Table 4: FY 1998 Stllte PlanslReeommended FY 1998 Commitments for New States 

Colorado Florida DJinols Ma ... thuHItI Oklahoma Utah Virgin lr. Totals 

Posilions recommended 20 30 20 20 20 ]0 10 ISO 

Tuition 1S0,OOO 225,000 150,000 1S0,000 150,000 225,000 75,000 1,125,000 

Stipends 80,000 120,000 80,000 80,000 80,000 120,000 40,000 600,000 

PO Reimbursements 200,000 300,000 200,000 200,000 200,000 300,000 LOO,OOO I,sOO,OOO 

TAining 435,000 950,500 247,500 ]00,000 420,500 950,800 250,000 ],554,300 

Tolals 865,000 1,593,500 677,500 730,000 850,500 1,595,800 465,000 6,179,300 

Recommended total ror aD .tat .. 

Tolali 

180 

1,350,000 

720,000 
. 1,800,000 

3,733,720 

7,603,720 

14,38],010 
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Record Type: Record 

To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message 

cc: 
Subject: FW: Police Corps 

. This is background information on the grants and states receiving money. I have asked DOJ to 
postpone this announcement until later in the month or early September. They will get back to me 
today. 
---------------------- Forwarded by Jon P. Jennings/WHO/EOP on 08/11/98 02:06 PM ----------.----------------

Record Type: Record 

To: Jon P. JenningslWHO/EOP 

cc: 
Subject: FW: Police Corps 

-----Original Message-----
From: Avery. Kevin 
Sent: Friday, August 07, 1998 12:26 PM 
To: 'jon_p.jennings@oa.eop.gov' 
Subject: Police Corps 

Jon --

We may make the announcement later in the week. In the meantime, here is a description of the program: 

Police Corps is a recruitment program designed to encourage college students and graduate students to pursue 
a career in the law enforcement field. Participating students can receive up to $7,500 per year to cover 
education expenses. Upon graduation, students serve in a law enforcement agency for four years. States 
apply to the COPS Office to participate in the program. 

The states that have been selected for this year's funding, the number of students, and the dollars allocated 
are (THESE ARE PRELIMINARY): 

Arkansas 110 students; $361,0001; Kentucky (15; $532,5001; Maryland 120; $910,000); Mississippi 145; $2 
million earmarked in FY '98 appropriationl; Missouri 115; $572,5001; North Carolina 115; $597,5001; Oregon 
(20; $926,0001; South Carolina (20; $947,500); Texas 120; $756,720). Each of these states are currently 
participating in the program. 

The following states are new participants in the program for this year: 



" 

Colorado (20; $B65,OOO); Florida (30; $1,595,500); Illinois (20; $677,500); Massachusetts €)$730,OOOI; 
Oklahoma (20; $850,500); Utah (30; $1,595,800); Virgin Islands (10; $465,000), 

Let me know if you have any questions. 

KJA 

Message Sent To: 

Christa Robinson/OPD/EOP 
Jose Cerda III/OPD/EOP 
Thurgood Marshall Jr/WHO/EOP 
Elena Kagan/OPD/EOP 
Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EOP 
Ann F. LewislWHO/EOP 
Stacie SpectorlWHO/EOP 
Minyon MoorelWHO/EOP 
Paul E, BegalalWHO/EOP 
Patricia M, Ewing/OVP @ OVP 
Kris M BalderstonlWHO/EOP 


