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SCHEDULE PROPOSAL July 10, 1997 

____ ,ACCEPT _______ REGRET _____ PENDING 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

Stephanie Street 
Assistant to the President 
and Director of Scheduling 

Maria Echaveste . ~/ 
Assistant to the ~nt and 
Director of Public Liaison 

John Hilley ~ 
Assistant to t~ for 
Legislati ve Affairs 

Bruce Reed tr..1~ 
Assistant to the President for 
Domestic Policy 

To do an FDR Memorial bill signing ceremony. 

To commemorate the seventh anniversary of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

In May, the President called upon the Congress to 
pass legislation to incorporate President Roosevelt's 
disability in the FDR Memorial. The Senate voted 
unanimously and the House voted 363-39 on July 8 
to pass legislation to incorporate in the Memorial a 
depiction of FDR in his wheelchair. 

A ceremony to sign the legislation, which is viewed 
by the disability community as a triumph in their' 
effort to remove the stigma of disability, would also 
give the President an opportunity to celebrate the 
seventh anniversary of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), which he does each year. 
The anniversary of the ADA, a civil rights law that 
guarantees equal rights and equal opportunity for 
the millions of Americans with disabilities, is the 



· . 

PAST PARTICIPATION: 

TIME: 

BRIEFING TIME: 

DURATION: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

OUTLINE OF EVENT: 

REMARKS REQUIRED: 

PRESSIMEDIA: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

CONTACT: 

most important day of the year for people with 
disabilities. 

Inviting Members of Congress, Roosevelt's 
grandchildren, and leaders of the disability 
communities to a FDR Memorial bill signing 
ceremony on July 24 or 25 would be an appropriate 
way to commemorate the ADA's seventh 
anniversary . 

The President participated in the FDR Dedication 
Ceremony in May, 1997 and has participated in 
ADA ceremonies in the past. 

Anytime on July 22-25, 1997 

5 minutes. 

25 minutes. 

The Rose Garden or East Room. 

Members of Congress . 
Roosevelt grandchildren 
Leaders of the disability community. 

A youth with a disability introduces the President 
for remarks. The President signs the legislation. 

Yes. 

Open press. 

Maria Echaveste 
Bill White 

Bill White x67032 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH INGTON 

\ March 22, 1997 

MEMORANOUMFORTHEPRE~ENT 

FROM: TODD STE~ (,.,~ 
HELEN HOWELL 

SUBJECT: FOR Memorial 

The attached EchavestelHiggins memo recommends that you (a) accept the FOR Memorial 
Commission's invitation to speak at the dedication ceremony on May 2, but (b) first speak out on 
the controversy over whether FOR's disability should be depicted in the Memorial. 

Background. As presently planned, the Memorial depicts FOR in two sculptures, which have 
already been designed and constructed -- one showing him in the rear seat of an open car waving, 
and the other, a lO-foot bronze statue of him seated with a cape concealing his wheelchair. 

The Roosevelt grandchildren are split on whether FOR should be portrayed in his wheelchair. 
Senator Inouye, who co-chairs the Commission and is a disabled WWlI veteran, strongly opposes 
depicting FOR in a wheelchair. So does Charles Krautharnmer, who suggests, instead, that 
FOR's wheelchair be displayed. The Commission, incidentally, is arranging for a replica of 
FOR's wheelchair to be displayed, along with two photographs of him in his wheelchair and 
handout literature that discusses FOR's disability. On the other side, the disability community 
strongly believes FOR's disability should be depicted and is planning a protest at the ceremony. 
Many opinion leaders, including Presidents Bush and Ford, Doris Kearns Goodwin, Hugh Sidey, 
George Will and Maureen Oowd support depicting FOR's disability. 

Last May you stated in a speech your hope that "[T]hey'll find a way to make sure that the 
American people know that this great, great President was greatwith his disability." 

_ Option 1: Call for a delay in opening the FDR Memorial until an additional sculpture of FOR 
in his wheelchair is included. This option would delay the opening of the Memorial by at least a 
year. Supported by disability community; opposed by Inouye and by FDR's grandchildren. 

~. Option 2: Proceed with May 2 ceremony but call on Commission to design and incorporate an 
additional wall mounted sculpture of FOR in his wheelchair by a specific date. All the Roosevelt 
grandchildren except one would support this option as do Maria, Kitty, Erskine, Sylvia, John 
Hilley and Carol Rasco. 

_ Option 3: Let Commission proceed without further intervention. 

It would be helpful if you could make a decision on this by Monday. The FOR Memorial 
Commission has been quite persistent about your attendance of the May 2 event, and Stephanie 
would like to give them an answer as soon as possible. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 12, 1997 

DECISION MEMORANDUM 

TO: THE PRESIDENT~_~ 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

MARIA ECHA YES 
KATHRYN HIGGINS 

ISSUE FOR DECISION 

Whether you should speak out on the FDR Memorial controversy and recommend to the FDR 
Commission that another sculpture be commissioned depicting FDR in his wheelchair. 

BACKGROUND 

The FDR Memorial Commission, on which you serve as Honorary Chair, is responsible for 
overseeing the design of the FDR Memorial. The Memorial was fust authorized by Congress in 
1955, and has been subject to numerous delays. For the past two years, the Commission has 
been criticized because the FDR Memorial does not depict him as a man with a disability. 

The seven acre Memorial site on the Tidal Basin includes four sections portraying each of 
FDR's terms. The President is depicted in two sculptures at the Memorial, both which have been 
already designed and constructed. The first is a wall mounted sculpture that shows FDR in the 
rear seat of an open car waving with his tophat to the crowd. The second is a ten foot high 
bronze statue ofFDR seated with a cape concealing his wheelchair (Tab B). 

The Commission, chaired by Senator Daniel Inouye (D-HI) and former Senator Mark Hatfield 
(R-OR), has invited you to speak at the FDR Memorial dedication ceremony on May 2, 1997. 
The disability community, which is dismayed that the sculptures at the Memorial fail to depict 
FDR in his wheelchair, is planning a protest at the ceremony. 

The Roosevelt grandchildren are split on whether FDR should be openly portrayed in his 
wheelchair. Curtis Roosevelt, in a letter to the Commission said, "Let me say quite emphatically 
that FDR would have been very disturbed. He was a very private person and went to great 
lengths to avoid any discussion or comment on any illness that might be plaguing him." But 
Anne Roosevelt, on behalf of herself and seven other grandchildren wrote, "Were he alive today, 



we are convinced that he would wish to have the people of this country and the world understand 
his disability. He would be comfortable, possibly eager, in light of current increased 
understanding of disability issues, to share awareness of his anc\ others types of disabilities with 
others ... While we wish no delay in the construction of the proposed Memorial, we urge adequate 
inclusion of all facets of the man as he was, not as some think he ought to have been." 

Senator Inouye, a disabled veteran from WWII, member of the Commission for the past 25 years, 
and current Chair of the Commission, has strongly opposed including a statue of-FDR in a 
wheelchair. He stated, "I for one would not want to redo history. FDR was Commander-in
Chief of the greatest fighting force in the world and he wanted to be viewed as a strong leader. I 
would hate to see the man exploited after he was dead." But national opinion leaders, including 
President Bush, President Ford, Doris Keams Goodwin, Hugh Sidey, George Will, and Maureen 
Dowd have voiced strong support for including FDR's disability in the Memorial. A Harris poll 
indicates that 73% of Americans said the Memorial should include "visible recognition of FDR's 
disability." 

Last spring, you wrote a note to Carol Rasco on the subject that stated, "I agree ... FDR was for 
continuous forward movement. In today's world, I think. he would insist on being shown in his 
wheelchair." In May 1996, you spoke out publicly on this issue in a speech to the President's 
Committee on Employment For People With Disabilities by stating, "I hope with Christopher 
Reeve that as the Roosevelt Memorial becomes a reality, with your efforts to remove the stigma 
of disability, they'll find a way to make sure that the American people know that this great, great 
President was great with his disability." 

The Commission, which designed the Memorial to be accessible, has taken several actions to 
address the controversy including: 

o Arranged for a replica ofFDR's wheelchair to be displayed at the Memorial. (Some in 
the disability community believe an empty wheelchair is even more offensive because it 
separates FDR from his disability.) 

o Arranged for two photographs of FDR in his wheelchair to be displayed at the Memorial. 

o Included discussion ofFDR's disability in the National Park Service handout literature. 

If you choose to make a public statement on this subject, we would first need to consult with the 
Roosevelt Family and Senator Inouye. At this time, there appears to be three available options: 

Option #1: Call for a delay in the opening ofthe FDR Memorial until an additional sculpture 
of FDR in his wheelchair is included. 

Pros: Strong support from the disability community. 
Cons: Again delay the opening of the Memorial by at least a year. 

Strongly opposed by Senator Inouye. 
The resulting delay would be opposed by FDR's grandchildren. 



Option #2: 

Option #3: 

Proceed with the Memorial Dedication Ceremony on May 2, but call upon the 
FDR Commission to design and incorporate into the Memorial an additional wall 
mounted sculpture of FDR in his wheelchair by a specific date. 

Pros: Support from the disability community. 
Support from all Roosevelt grandchildren except Curtis. 
Support from most syndicated columnists. 

Cons: Opposed by Senator Inouye. ' 
Criticism by some of adhering to political correctness too rigidly. 

Let the Commission proceed without further intervention. 

Pros: Support by Senator Inouye. 
Cons: Disability protest at the Dedication Ceremony. 

History. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Option #2: Participate in the FDR Memorial Dedication Ceremony on May 2, but call upon the 
FDR Commission to design and incorporate into the Memorial an additional wall mounted 
sculpture of FDR in his wheelchair by a specific date. 

APPROVE: ________ DISAPPROVE: ________ _ 

If approved, we would recommend the following action: 

Legislative Affairs: Consult with Senator Inouye's staff and organize a meeting with 
the President and key Congressional leaders. 

Cabinet Affairs: Consult with Interior and National Park Service to determine 
time required to commission an additional sculpture. 

Public Liaison: Consult with Roosevelt family and determine venue and timing 
for Presidential statement prior to May 2 Dedication Ceremony. 

Attachments: 

Tab A: 
TabB: 
TabC: 
TabD: 
Tab E: 

Members of the FDR Memorial Commission 
Picture ofthe main FDR statue at the Memorial 
"FDR as He Was," Sen. Inouye Op Ed, Washington Posts 712196 
"Truth in Memory," Hugh Sidey, Time Magazine 5/23/96 
"Don't Hide His Source of Strength," George Will, Washington Post 5196 
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TIlE W'SHINCTON POST 

Chnrles Krouthammer 

FDR in a Wheelchair? No. 
SbouId tJie FnnIdiD RoooeveIt memorial 

DO" going up Dell the Mall in Wubington 
sbow Roooevelt in l wbedcbajr? The memorial 
desigDen think DOt. There will be thfte repre
.... Iltionl at FOR in stale. nOllC acknowledg
ing his diaabiJity. 

This baa ItOCISOCI the protest of many. from 
di!ability activisto to Roosevelt I!I;3IIdchildren 
to ordiDarY puDdita. To airbrush out this ten
tn1 reality in FOR'alife, they charge. is a his
toric:allrm!st7. 

The weakness of the critics' else Ues in its 
centnl premioe: that FOR would have wanted 
bimoeIf .... lliledilll wbeek:bair. Yes. they 
admit. he did DOt permit hiImeIf to he photo
gnpbed ina ,.twichair. Yes. he relentleasly. 
obotssiveIy hid his amditioo from the Ameri
can people (and in the age of radio could get 
.way with it); Yeo. 00 occaaioo he C'mI tied 
about it. as when he told an interviewer. "M a 
mauer at faa. 1 doo', use l wbeelchait at all 
a:ept llittle kitcben dIair on wheels to get 
about my roam while dreaaing." 

But. cWm ibe cdIX:a. FOR did all this for 
political reaso<I$. GIven the prejudicea of the 
age. he Deeded to CIOIICeal his panIysis. The 
American people would never have chosen a 
diaabIed man to lead them. Now, however. in 
this more eulicbt<:Ded age. be would have been 
pIeIaed. evai proud. to he portrayed with his ' 
disability. 

It Is a Dice argumeDt.1t is also nonsense. It 
pooita that if FOR bad DOt nm for the prea;. 
d<Dcy but bad remained a lawyer or taken 

, 80IDe IQWJecme poIitIca1 position requiring 
DO paaderinc to _ he would have had no 
qaaIma about cruising tbroiJgh IIOCiety in a 
wbeeJcb·jr. 

This is just plain wrong. FOR'. eztraordi-
1W7. artful contrinDceo were designed to 
hide his disability DOt just from voters but from 
everyone. He ~Ied his paralr.Iis Dot just 
for reasons 01. politico but for tellIODS of pride. 
He lived llife 01. fierce deIIiaI. "FOR refuoed to 
ackDowledge Imple ttt facts: writes Hugb 
Gallagher inhiampertJ book "FOR's Splendid 

',,,,,,. ", 

Deception." "They were simply avoided. dis
missed. or denied. They were certainly Dot 
discussed either in puhUc or private." 

Or private. Not ooc:e. for eumple. did he 
ever even discuss his paralr.Iis with the person 
dosest to him in his life. his mother. In fact. 
upon her first visit to him after he was stricken 
with poUo. FOR conspired to put on what biog
rapher Bernard MbeU called "a major act of 
cheer. nonchalance: gm:ting her with: "Well. 
I'm glad you are back. Mummy, and I got up 
this party for you.' 

When a man bas .nore than 35,000 pictures 
lakeD of him. of which eDCtJy two-twol
show him in a wheelcbair. you don't Deed to be 

"He lived a life of fierce 
denial." 
a psychiatrist to figure that something more 
than poUticaI caJculalion is at work bere, And 
it .... not just the White Howe photographer.; 
who, in league with him, would poUce their 
own by "accidentally" knocking to the ground a 
c:amera that bad elPtured FOR wheelchair
bouad. Gallagher DOtes that whenever FOR 
bimoelf would spot SOIIIeOIle talting such a pic
ture. be would direct the Secret Service to the 
offender, and they would expose the film. ' 

It Ia IbsunI to daim that FOR would have 
wanted to he memorialized in .tone in • man
ner that in rea.llife he would DOt even allo" to 
he depicted in. photograph. That is why at 
the unveiling in Londoo of. statue showing 
FOR standing, Eleanor Roosevelt noted bow 
pleased she thought her husband would be to 
see himself so portrayed. 

Nonetbeless. monuments are Dot built just to 
make a penon look the way he would bave liked. 
They haw 0Iher purposes. Such as, for enmple" 
I'IiIIing coascio<_ about disability by showing 
that the greatest president of this century was in 

THE ?RESJ[)Un H~S SEEN J l 

,. 

faa scriouoIy disabled. This ~ l ~ ~ 
oat easi1y .h","'>e<! Does It ju8tifyviolating the 
aelf-image, the pride, the in.entjcm at the man 
whom we are ostensihIy IIooarinc? 

How to weigh the ~ agaiDat the fac:W 
Fint, acknowledge the facta. In oome pan of, 
this multi-<:hamhered memorial. FOR', whee1-
chair and braces ought to be cIiapIayed. The , 
exhibit should say: Here is what he bad to c0n
tend with, here is'What be overcame, here is 
what he tried to make sure the world would 
never see. (Explain that the hIack paint at the 
bottom of the braces WlI to make them diaapo 
pear against his blad< IIOCb and panIL) 
, Second, 8a2p the !Ju.refie( depicdng him 
standing alone. He could not ataIld IIIIaided. 
The has-relief is based upon one of the many 
pictures of FOR holding the ann of his 800 
with one band and a cane with the other, ex
cept that son and cane bave been brushed out 
of emtence,like TroQky out at Stalin'" par- ' 
traits of the Russian reooIutionaries. FOR 
sbould he abowo u in the photos. atmImg in 
his woodezfuIly lka:pti.e, subtly ombiguoua 
way: You doo't know that be is clutching his 
sao'. ann u fiercely u be really is. and you 
doo't know whether the cane is anything marr 
than just another of his trademark props, like 
the cape and the cigarette bolder. ' 

F'mally, DO statue of him sitting in l wheel
chair. The fact is (Gallagher again) that FOR 
spent very tittle time in his wheelchair. He 
used it most1y to get from 0IlC place to an0th
er, then would transfer-into the bod< aeat of 
his t.octring car or the froos _ of the Ford be 
Ioged to drive or the regular chain he used in 
the 0v0I OfBce or at the dinner tahle.:Sbow 
him sitting in one at ~chain. Thit is 
where he spent moat of his life. 

FDR clefiDed bi:msdf in many way3 I~ldel'. 
father, warrior, leluimer. acourge of the power' 
ful. friend at the afIli<:ted. F rieod of the alfIided. 
Dot 0IlC of the afflicted. You do oat memorialize 
a mao by imposing 00 him an identity that he 
himoelf rejected. Better no metnorial at ,all. ' 
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cm,e WasJJington '0.5t 
AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER 

Daniel K. JTUJuye 

FDRas 
He Was 

It is time '0 identify •. then se, aside the 
misinformadon I'M!tling about the Franklin 
Delano ~k Memorial. so tile ,,,,til oC 
tile maner QII boo toll!. The FDR Memoria! 
Commission has .ever sought '0 hide. ignore. 
bwy or caaOl!21 tile Cow; of President Roose· 
vel!". di .. bility. 

The FDR Memorial forthrightly rec:ogni::$ 
FOR's trilUllpb over poU. in many ways: 
Fonowing a directive fmm ~. c.ammission's 

of- ~.<tiv. ~ 
~ Dr 

iIlchlclin& Dnc at the 10<. ,hDtognpi13 of 
him in a "", ... ldIair. These pbolographs ",,11 
b:: available on post=ds at the mc:marialshop 
along with ~ ""riOI)' of hisu>ric:al m ... erials 
about the life and timeJ of FOR. 

111 tile memonoJ l time line of the III>jor 
even .. o( fOR', life. c:zrwd in VolDite, wiU 
State. -1921 .tridten with potiomyelitis-he 
never again ,qJkecl wWde.!.." In .delia"". free 
N.ti-.! Puk. ScJvia: Iw>&>ut lice""'r. {or 
visitors will include • di=ion of tila presi
de,·, dimility. 

II! ccmp\iance with the spirit and. the letter 
01 the Ameri= "';tb Disabilities Act. 'he 
FDR M .... orial ..... desigtled. front the begift. 
riing. with the dlsableol in mind. TIIi3 is the 
first memorizl u. WuIIin!:ICn nu_sely de· 
signal to t.o IDUlly wfteeldl.ir .... :s.siol •• 
wich maay :a.r~ £or resE anti contempbrioa. 
Also. a lIl3,jor w-relid oculgrue titled "S0ci31 
Ptognms" iitdud .. s. deW1ed. u.-.>ges. each 
with br:tilI. ror the sighl.unp.lrod. 

The c.ltItIli>sion W3. ","blishe<! by Con· 
gress u. 1355 10 plan. design and COI""U" a 
n;auon.l memorial to President RCIOrUvelr. Al
ter much detibention. the ..,mmi .. ion chose • 
theme that would eeJebra18 the tNn Md. 
embody hi:i time.:>. me rnemClri.:d will be. .:J. 

NslOrioJ narrati.'· of President R .... <evcll·. 
se.Mce to the peoplr of the. United. SUles by 

. depicting the: i!.$ue.s and events during the 
,ta.r~ cbya ol the Gre.ll Depression and I.hf'! 
PQwerlu[ dun,. of Worf~ lVar 11. 

Th~re i. no sculpture or FOR s"ndine 
. __ :"_4 __ ........ _ .... i .. ,- ....... _1 .... 1l' ....... r .. " ...... 

UlOng Exception 

mer. pie:.e ("FDR in • WbeeldJ:lir? No.· 
o;>oed. J ...... t4). Any such presentation would 
toe historia!Jy ma:uratc, therefore. inacccgt'" 
able. 

OC the 10 sculptures ., rile memorial. r.brec 
. depic. lb. ""btic per-..ens o£ YD'! as president. 
<omtn""dcr in chief aile:! "'arid leader. These 
FDR S<:ttlPtutes "'ere inapired by real·life 
citll:lti .... alld llIey .lulw the p:e5idiult as he 
aauaUy 3pp:Ued at th~ tim. __ tact .,;thout 
• .,heelchair or =tcll .. present. This ·is. 0/ 
c:a"fSC. the way FOR delillera18ly and poins· 
nl:ingly =enterl him~ to tile public. 

We I:now frCln FDR's tlllo eldest grandchU· 
4lCn. ElWlCr R..........tt s...gnves aDd Curti. 
Roosevelt. both of whom Uve<j' for !8Ver:a.i 
yean in the R ....... olt WlUte Ho ...... ~t FDR 
was a. iAte .. eJy private person ",he "'nsid
orad his diubility a very ~te matler. They 
both ~ the ItistoriQl aa:ur.tcy 01 tho 
memorial·. pmrayal o! thci! gro>cIf:Ither. An
other CI"lnd""n of Fnnldin:me! £1_. O.vid 
8. R ..... veIl. hos been 211 active member 01 
the commission ,illoe 1992. 

In regard to the id .. or including a sculprure 
of President I1oocovek in • "~eelttWr in Ihe 
memorial. Cuni. Roose-.-cll wrole to the com· 
ri\is.sion: "kt me Sly quite ernpllatieaUy thot 
FOR Would ha.e been very clisturbtd. H. W2S 

a very pnV3Ce person and we-nt ,0 gr~t 
Ic:n~ to avoid any discuuion Of' canvnent DO 

any ilInlU that might te plaguing him.-
I ba"" serled on the FOR Momorial Com· 

missioo for ZS ye.t$. I no"· h~ve <he dI.tinCt 
pt'MJege a! co<h::liri." the CCltrVTUasion urich 
my friend and cc~guc. M~rk. Hatfield. This 
memorbl to one o(:America's greatest prC':ii
c!olIlS should ~.ve ~n iT""t lotlg ago. The 
deb.y is tNly ~n embarrassment to those of u.s 
Who contlnue to build upon President Roase
...c:lt"s pol.icic:::s Cor ~ marc abWldant liCe fill' 0.11 
Amenc::ans. 

At • press conference on No". 18. 1936. 
PreSident Roo:..:.elt "'as asked about 0 c.n· 
trCIyctay conccming; lhe conE.tnleticn of the 
Jellenon ~f~moriaJ. He ~ there -as a lot of 
""!lim-lJammirlg th.ot lhi. de., old copiUl 01 
OUR ~ been subjected to.'" but "the facts are 
very simple.. .. He Went on to 5<1Y tt'la[ alter 
rcrus at d.iscusliion ;bout aU as~ct5 of the 
Jet!et'Sl)n MemclluJ, -{he constitUted 11:,,,,1 au· 
thorities de.cided on" desip"" .:'\d th2t design i:; 
bcin~ built.- So il i. '-'ith the FO!: Memo:j;I . 

Constn.h:t!cn 0; t"c: FOR Me:morial is en 
~chedulc. l1\d compieliNl i!. ~:r~c:ted i:"l lhe 
spring of l~g7, 

P.07/08 
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Its news programs. CNN anted up WIth five 
minutes 3. week for four weeks on lruidt: 
Politic.<. And Foxs Rupert ~urdoch 1m 
yeu opened the bidding w,th an hour of 
:>rime lime on election eve. 
. Oddly enough. the proposals all come 
jwt as events overtake the imperatlve. 
Thanks to the Inteme~ bik radio. c·s.A.~ 
and Clble talk shows, voters this year have 
more direct &lCCeSS to candidates than ever 
before. The very day that ABC announced il> 
offer of an hour in prime time, Bill Clinton 
w..s live on CNBC discussing Senate gridlock 
over the minimum wage. Then. minutes lat· 
er, C-SPAI'-the All Dole All the Time net
work when the Sena.te is in session ~showed 
the majority leader rebutting the Presideo~ 
Internet Websites like TrM£-c'lN's Alll'oli
tics (http:www.aJJpolitics.c:omJl routinely 
include the full text of campaign speeches. 
But advocates are qWck to retort that a 
third of US. hou.seholds don't have cable 
and many th:lt have it don't tune In to pub
lic·affiIirs shows. The point is to reach the 
.udience that has dropped ou~ which is 
why Taylor w..s hoping for a five-minute 
lead-in to Friends instead of a chunk out of 
Tom Brokaw. 

The pristine new forums certainly won't 
replace the dasbrdiy 30-sec. spots. The em
didates will still spend wh2.tever they can af
ford. running whatever .cIs are most eff ... 
tive. [n fu:t, some commentators argue that 
get!ingrid ofneg:u;ve adsshouJd never have 
been a goal in the first plat:e. 'Al!:lekis an in
d!spennble part of polities. If the attack is 
fair, accurate, in context and relevmt to co" 
eman... we ought to eneotlI":lge it." says 
Kathleen Hall Jamieson. dean of the Annen
berg School for Communication at the Uni
versity of Pennsylvania. "I preier asking. 'I, 
free 1'1 time going to reduce the amount of 
illegitimate atl3.clcs?' The answer is yes: 

Which raises the question of whether 
the candidates would be keen on this reo 
form. [n 1992 the cmdid.1e:i were cueful 
to limit their appeuances to events they 
thought they could control. Ail three were 
in"-ited to appear for :m hour on Meet th.t! 
Pru:s. for instance: nor: one of them accept
ed. So while both partie,. candidates en· 
dorsed the scheme, it remains to be seen 
whether Dole and Clinton wtil relish the 
Idea of being locked in a room together 
during prime time with no wily out except 
through the tube. 

Yetin. TIMr/CNN pall1ast week, 63% of 
voten surveyed said they believe free 1'1 
time wouid make for a better =. That by 
itself may make it worth a C'V. For if it re· 
duces even slightly the cyni~ .bout pati
ties, it could help voters f.,.,] more engaged 
in the process and perhaps restore .their 
ruth in it --R..-ted by Tom c..rr" 
~ y",* --.-J M~" n"'''nDU''''W~V.,","'-

Hugh Sidey 

Truth :in .Memory 
Omission of F.D.R.$ handicap is a crime against his spil 

T 
H.£R.£ WAS A FUNO RAlSEJ\ fOR TItE CONl'ROV£aSL\L F.D.Jl MEMORIAL 1 

other day that trnveIed all over Washington and included real iIoose1 
martinis (3 to 1) at the TIdal Basin construction site. It ended with a priv 
White House dinner oflmtb ""d artichokes at $10,000 a plate and gros: 

about half a million. Bill and Hillary Clinton were eloquent in pr.Iise of their . 
roes E1e2J\ar and Franklin Roosevelt to theirblack-tie audieDCeof200. Actors I' 
A1ex:ander and Edward Herrmann, who had played the RoaseveIts on teJevisi 
gave re:uiings. and there was a SCC2.tChy oid recording of the real Eleanor sin~ 
(sort of) Hi£!> Hope, which brought both gales of la.ughter and misty eyes. ~ 

The problem was that the crucial and defining f2ct tIW: Roosevelt condu 
ed his presidency from a wheelt:hair became. forgotten footnote to the W11 
House p~ ~d. indeed, to the whole memnri:d idea.lti the wum gI 
of the Willte House It was easy to ignore the growing ebmor at the ptes abc 
• memorial tIW: is taking $42 rnillliin in tax money and bas no depiction 
Franklin Roosevelt in a wheele!Wr. (Or, 
for that matt.,., of E1eanors fur stole, now 
considered too controversial) 

In a Harris poll a while back, 73'K. of 
those asked said the memorial shculd in
clude "visible =gnition of F.D.R.'s dis
abilities." The National Organization on 
Disability. which claims to represent the 
interests of 50 million disabled Ameri
ems. thinks that to ignore F.D.R-'s dis· 
ability in the monwnent is a "",jor cultur
al blunder. "[t would be unconscionable to 
ha~ sciloaIehiIdren visit the memorial 
five yeus from now, or 500 yean from 
now, and have no sense of the challenge 
F.O.R- bced,- says Mike Deland. the or
ganiz>,tion's ehairinan, 

Historian Doris Keams Goodwin has 
become the spokeswoman for a loose 
confederation of scholars who likew;se Neil Estern will,,"'e models of" 
are appalled at the idea of going ahead statues fortlleF.D.R.Memoriaf 
with the memorial as designed. 'Roosevelt's polio made his spec;a1 relations. 
WIth the American people pOSSIble: she said last week. "Not to allow that to 
shown would be a fundament:l.l distortion of history, a real loss. " Th. Roos", 
helrs. who at first seemed supportive of a historically deansed memorial. 'e 
to have tipped the other way, with many favoring a clwlge, The National Or 
nization on Disability has agreed to pick up any extra cOS! if a new sculptur 
needed, since the three F.D.R. pieces = already at the foundry. 

Oddly, the c.o.'." soon-t<>-be pre51dential nominee, Bob Dole, him: 
partly disabled. while privately supporting a ch""ge in the F.D.R. Memorial: 
so far not gone public. Nor bas bis rival of next fall. Bill Clinton, There" a , 
gul.u- silence about the issue at the White House. even though ainton is h 
aruy chairman of the memortal. 

One guy spoke up. Former President George Bush took two seconds to th 
about the issue and whipped off a letter declaring. "I think it wouid be • sha 
if.t least one of the figures in the memorial did not show him as a man who I 
.disability ... a courageous man who had inf:mtile paralysis and still led our 
non. .. ~ week. on one of his fwtive v1sit3 to Washingum. Bush summoned J 
land .nd Alan Reich. president of the disability arg:mization, to his guest ql 
t= on J.ebon Place, across the street from the White Home. In those ,hade 
old chambers where so much of our early history played out, Bush sat down " 
his two friends in wheelchairs and >-aid, "We've ~ot to keep this one going." 



" .' 

GeorB;e F. 'JIll 
'-' 

Don~t Hide 
His Source 
Of Strength 

u..nUO .... tr.:ilO \l.)fIccmtnO' the "'Il~onJ.i to 

Fr.utJWn R~vei[ <ire tcx:bv ~ I!\ ~nt:r. ttlar 
!ru:. IS an Jge 10 \0\01Ur.:.O oue QI'lI1fI( rind t,.;ommon 
~nse IV1lJ1OUt .a scareh ;r;arr.uu:. 

Rec:A~ 01 lreplWuon abrxlt ~te oro-
tf.:'ttS 01 the anuDaI neats ~by. Itte !lLatue of 
FJeanor R:~CI{ l\o,il nUl ~iC1 hCr \-eanus=: 
hcr tJm1ha.r lut o.-rap. ,I..od FOR's, L1gaCerte 

nutUcr. seen U1 :;n many onotO'\!.l7.pns. "'W not 
t.: III e .. 'Xit."QI.:e. nut huJtk:r. often clench~ Ul .a 
tGUtby s.mue IJiununaUlllj' fDR'~ i.v~e upturued 

head. w:u cUIDk::m.loc oi me. LIliC\:lI0t0 )ilunu

nes6 maL ........ ' nu gr,....u~t rtUt to J !1t;1kCll 

\-nunuy.uw .. ~('(J ... nt ;'U; PUUl,o.! ptulo. ... lOfl\". 

I kit tht: agarcne twiCler mU~1 LA: bmJsherl, If"~( 
~ tlc.ucbil. 
~ ~o.wy .."",g I~ i.h~ -:1eclS1On ttw. 

I'lC'lre u[ the three !t.ltU ..... ~ v( ~DR an tb.l: 

7.5-acre mt:rui.ttJ..1l ~ ~1 rum In a wileei
\:IWIt. We w:lUow wal~t ciCCD It'I .1 ronieultl.1(U.l. 

. nllw"-. lD. wtuch ;my I~rk: l~ ~C( 00 t~~V1-

SlOQ (0 roni~ WllJ,Zrur.U ar:u wnil 1Ja.ma3. vet 
~ ... illilot tl'U'ttttUlty nt:p,l.:t l.1i.s a:nnU·'l5 must 
tmpDrlta:n( pn:Ydml Ul .1 W3V Il\2t ,:., lu s.ay QO 

more, ~ to unae.ntandulg rum. 

The dc:csKln bas been DIOoIUC tl) crmhnue lQ 

,UlItt: d (eocenC'/'!; about FDR'o; d!sabllity. a 

reuu.:ra.:e th.,t m hl~ hfetmlc ..... -"'lIo r ... ,ulfcd by 
Ollbtic ~1S1hd1ta:s w.t IIO'&" N~ neen rtappUV 
;utmounrl"It The ~ revui.. wuiUSlOD. 
.lbout tne Prtl\A.' POUlt ri ~ rn.emoruJ. 

Dd~r5 or (n,n th."1.1:WUt1 '!o,IIV It \II'OU1d be 
wruug to "reV'l~ the ~rd"-fbu It wouJd be 
uniusronCll to w::.pby wtl.,r FOR ~SrUJlY 
mnCt:SJed trom tile Arnt"m.:..ul f)e'oOlt'. ml'l.'( of 
'Nhom ala :'lOt W\uc:l!.tand fhe tt'.,ill'l' vI hiS 

• -..iilicn()l"l I I ~ (0 " l~T;,l(l\;e O!"l":)~ .. orps. 

IJntv on ... III til\:" Illore 'I'1.An i2':;.OOO photO
graphs 10 tile fDR ~hmv ,I H)de Pat1< show!; 

h'm in II \,.-t'l<:'el.chau-.i But lK.ic.Lcv [0 fllll"' 
~w.es I" I\tl{ ~ U"Ie ~~lgn nr tnt: m(;Juon
.J: Fllk ,Old fcl:x FranJdur= he ..... ,1«1 oniy 
d ::.wkJv 5UT101e metnurl.l.l 110 iAf!'C" than tu3 
Jhk. r!"W" ~ 01 mcmon.lJ [n nlm Lh.;",l ~ 
~lUt')..U I~ NatlOUal :\rdtl'''~ 

1. ... r.remt-nl bv the FDK :-.itT.1'UC14l Com
:OISSlOn JL~r Inltlile:. tnat m~ pco)C'Ct 15 a 
.. c:rebr.lOOI1 (II rht! Nl:w Dr..lL U tt\.l[ 1.3 ::IU. the 
:,o..ic. ...,tn If ~~ :-;l<.L(('lTtent s.a~ W mt:tnt.ICl4J 
:, u'-~~.I!C ... II'. _.vooe not.,. tDOOUtn~' til tha 

IIL:.UI. hIlT , ... ~ r.~1"' 111 lemcnrxranCt:'. Cl.iiJ...c:W-

~Wn 400 Ol:'U[e to t"J3 'N~" 

But l1\.n ~ " ...i.J~Unr'TH·"" ~tho\H Q G.uftrence.. 

The won: 01 the 14~( 13 , .. nrc nf FDR';$ We 
t...1JUlOC prcJf"It"rI\" tx.: COOtemDial(.-U y.,;,h~MJt n~t~r

ence to U'le a.u'hl:ll!JO tl\.lt Idl Iwn ;4 IWiilpleg::C 

fur tb.: WI L·' "eM, 0/ tuc. iDe. rie prua.ulv 
1oIo'OtUd fllIl have' t)ecuOie presidenL and a:tU.lJr

iy QrQuJd no« fl4 .. ~ bec~ (h,. !nnK·haded and 

:nu~ vcesluenr n... 'W';b. wnnou( paSSJD~ 

tbrOU';!l the turT'I~a; (,I polio . 
~mc..: lyll 1"It-1!t"vt.: th.lt tTl.4Jl'" Hj iu: ... orio:.!s ..... ere 

mul.dJ\C) .lIla ;):111 bt'uc'"Jt" (It: ::.nowd hr. cejt:'r,n.:· 
ed fur r..he ~no;' t.b.ar {he disease rietIW'lded 
trom rum but 1Iet!{] nul Iu.ve dKJt("1"l. No scnOus 
De'''''' avuW that r nk pk",:oJ .1 large "* U1 

~e rn..lKlnt a: mocit"fn .-\nltflC}l. and It I' 

~~ straxuce lu sun~ Uat the disease (.:d 
:-lnt c:aUh7C tne tr.lnQnrTTl4:Lruli of the n,.nnnw 

\·/~.mg Y",clL ,jIGlOn~ ~1On~ 1II1 dLUUl ~nd con

lIectJUI'b. Lll[O [he brdlunl ant.! t:rOduj~' t"n1()d

:bt-!K" tnlltY.lclIl. 

-roo orten." FlJR once s,;W1. '.,:. lhe bl.::lg
rapher templed (0 '-\Juline rum~Lf to tna.t 
corTl't)al_U,,"C"lv brt~t panod ~r th":' Inlmp=t: 01 

(J.01e nols alrt:Ctu.1 t.L.c c:n:~ Of thr: wurh1 upOn 

tum whose life !llory h-.. wnte$..· From m.:It 
.;.~ ... tement (~ffrPv WJI'"I1 ~ ,hr· r,fLooo nf 

TO 4566218 P.04 

che Em volwne 0/ hit. ~ biogropby 
or FUR, "Before the TrumpeL" 

WiiCd·s secaod "·ohUTle. whic::h rec:rJUn(S 
FOR':; n:ow'! from a bed of paUl to lhe 5e3t of 

VO"=- IS OIled "A Firs",-,"" 1:~t: 
Ina! rome. !rom Ojj,.-er Wenddl Holmes·. 
!.:nll)US .~ent of FOR: -.\ &ccond-da&& 
:11t~1f:\:1. f:Sllt 4. firs(~l~ (e..rtlDerameot! No 
r~~loer of Ward Q11 doUbt th.l Lhe tempe:ra~ 
meru fOR • .<Ilobiu:d 111 the 19300 md l!14Oa 
..... tOf1!ed in the 1920.. The '"'" eutere:t into 
Ius .auI ,""en be pertormoJ. wnh h<:raK: ei>JI. 
1""""'_ the =!mg ex<rCl23 neassary to 
rTIdkI! trio; legs re>dv fur .Itd ImIa::s. 

So, let'. see fDR """,,,ved 11 the rttemoml 
!t\ • wneelchm, Perlups "0 sncnJr:t =sL the 
remp!4uan '0 /uv.1um holdrng,."".,!biag that 
",wid _(eurnelv aopICI """ at Iuo mc51 noirIe 
.. Ief1LS 4I1d bJs UIlQU<:[lCllabie a.,.city tor plea" 
sure-' <nMtUlI .haker. But letS ..., !hal 
c.ear~ue hokier--ruch. he oac:r! breeaty ex
plained. to J.n ,""mmIS txlT, he ux:ri ~U;:it; 
111\: llu..ltJl told ffi(" 10 :sUly ..w tar away from 
n~r.·I'.-.: ~~ . .....:"' .... J.,..-

• 



Record Type: Record 

To: Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EOP, Elena Kagan/OPD/EOP 

cc: 
Subject: FOR Memorial controversy 

You asked if I had any thoughts about the memo to the President from Maria and Kitty on whether 
he should call on the FDR memorial commission to show FDR in his wheelchair in the memorial. 
We have worked with public liaison on this for some time, and we have generally supported OPL's 
strong view that the memorial should depict the disability. 

By the way, the memo came back from the President and he selected the option Maria 
recommended -- that he attend the dedication ceremony but call on the commission to add a 
sculpture showing the disability. (For some reason, Todd Stern's cover memo on this referred to 
support from "Maria, Kitty, Erskine, Sylvia, John Hilley and Carol Rasco. ") 
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NATIONAL ORCANIZATION ON DISABILITY 

910 Sixteenth Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20006 

March 5, 1997 

FDR MEMORIAL PROTEST 
MEDIA SUMMARY 

NATIONWIDE COVERAGE 

• Television 
• Radio 
• Newspapers (with photographs) 

SPEAKERS 

• Kirk Bauer, President, Disabled Sports USA 
• Joan Challinor, Independent Scholar 
• Justin Dart, Director, Justice for All 
• Michael R. Deland, Chairman of the Board 
• Hugh G. Gallagher, Author, Splendid Deception 
• Rev. Claude Grant, Associate Minister, Mt. Zion 

Baptist Church 
• 1. King Jordan, Ph.D., President, Gallaudet University 
• Evan Kemp, Jr., former Commissioner, EEOC 

Promised to "chain himself to The White House Gates:C 
• Nancy Rarus, Director, National Association of the Deaf 

202-293-5960 TOO 202-293-5968 fax 202-293-7999 



Nancy Flinn 

FPR IN A WHEELCHAIR RALLY 

MEDIA RESULTS 

Media Alerts, accompanied by personalized cover letters were faxed to 64 reporters, 
assignment editors, editors, news rooms (headquartered in New York and 
Washington, DC) covering national news. Follow-up calls were made to most of 
those contacted. An additional press release was faxed the day before the rally. 

Results: 
Broadcast: 

AP News Broadcast - 2/26/97 interview with Jim Dickson-- reaches all Associated 
Press Broadcast Subscribers, estimated to air on 6000 AM/ FM 
stations in repeated intervals during a 24-hour news day. 

National Public Radio - 3/4/97 interview with Jim Dickson and Mike Deland, as 
well, using audio taped at rally, piece is estimated to reach 
475 radio stations during drive time (largest radio audience). 

NBC Radio - 2/27/97 - reporter Dick Rosse covered the rally event. 

Rhode Island Radio Station - WALE Talk News - Interview with Jim Dickson -
market of 160, 728. 

Seattle Radio Station - KING AM-FM - News - Interview with Kirk Bauer
market of over 600,000 

WUSA - Channel 9 - 2/27/97 Local DC CBS affiliate covers DC, Southwest 
Maryland, NorthEast Virginia market on 5 pm, 6pm, llpm 
evening news. (market = 607,000) 

WRC - Channel 7 - Washington DC local NBC affiliate for 11 o'clock local pm news. 
(market = 607,000) 

WLS - Channel 7 (ABC) - special news segment on FOR in a Wheelchair issue with 
interviews of Jim Dickson, Ann Roosevelt and the FOR Commission as well as 
coverage of the rally at the Memorial site, reported by Karen Meyer (who is deaf and 
has a regular segment on disability issues.) 



AP Photo - with caption pick-up in: 

The New York Times - 2/28/97 - cir: 1,150,000 
The Baltimore Sun ( MD) - 2/28/97 - page 3A- cir: 231,990 
The Boston Globe (MA) - 2/28/97 - page A3 - cir: 516,981 
Richmond Times-Dispatch (V A) - 2/28/97 - page A2 -cir: 227,000 

AP Story: 

Seattle Times (Seattle, WA) - 2/28/97 - cir: 237,735 
Other? 

Gannett News Service - pick-up: 

The Burlington Free Press (Burlington, VT) - 2/28/97 - cir: 63,000 
Other? 

Other coverage: 
Poughkeepsie Journal (Poughkeepsie, NY) - cir: 62,061 
Argus Leader (Sioux Fails, SD) - cir: 50,000 
Denver Post (Colorado) - cir: 428,391 

National Newspapers: 

USA Today - 2/28/97 page 7 A 
- Under Washington And the World: 
Memorial Protest - on event with quote from 
Michael Deland 

The New York Times (See above) 

The Washington Post - 2/28/97 cir: 810,000 
- reporter (DeNeen Brown) and photographer covered story. 

(Trying to determine if Washington Post News Service will run this) 
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At Jim Dickson's FOR in a Wheelchair Campaign meeting yesterday, Jim 
mentioned that you and others will be meeting with President Clinton's Chief of 
Staff and discussing the issue. This is great, as I know the President is not fully 
aware of the passion in the disability community, and, like the FDR Memorial 
Commission itself, may be underestimating it. 

We really believe the President, both in his capacity as President of the 
United States and as Honorary Chairman of the FOR Memorial Commission, 
could resolve the issue very quickly and simply. All he would have to do would 
be to announce publicly that there will be in the Memorial a statue of FDR in his . 

,..-_w~heelchair, giving the date and method of funding (as you know, N.O.D. has 
announced its willingness to raise funds.) To forestall any possible disruption of 
the beautiful ceremony now planned for the FDR Memorial's opening, it would 
be most helpful to have such a statement, in the next week or so, backed up by an 
appropriate, legally-binding commiunent. (As you may know, the FDR in a 
Wheelchair Campaign Committee already has filed for a permit to conduct a 
demonstration at the Memorial on May 1st

, 2nd and 3,d.) 

Most certainly, the President would gain the support of the disability 
community by such an announcement. As one who is not insensitive to polls, he 
would be especially interested to know that 73% of the American people, 
according to an N.O.D./Harris poll. support the depiction ofFDR's disability in 
the Memorial. And, FDR would be with us all the way! 

Good luck, Justin, and many thanks! 

Sincerely, 

koDftt I. 5.nn Ii Eiq., CUIIDMI 
Povte". Pyles. SUller &. Vc,...,lic, P.C. 
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R..-p. lJnuy Wu:maa. CA 

cc: Ms. Marca Bristo, Mr. Michael R. Deland, and Mr. James Dickson 

202-293-5960 TOO 202-293-5968 fax 202-293-7999 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Jennifer Devlin, 
February 18, 1997 202/408-0808 

FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT (FOR) MEMORIAL COMMISSION 
ANNOUNCES SCHEDULE OF EVENTS FOR FOR MEMORIAL DEDICATION 

May 1 Through May 3, 1997 Designated the Days of 
Celebration and Dedication 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Senators Daniel K. Inouye and Mark O. Hatfield, 
Co-chairs of the Franklin Delano Roosevelt (FOR) Memorial Commission 
announced today the preliminary schedule of events planned for May 1-3, 
1997, designated by the Commission as the Davs of Celebration and 
Dedication for the FOR Memorial. 

In addition to events organized by the Commission, the schedule 
includes activities planned by independent organizations in commemoration of 
President Roosevelt's legacy and in celebration of the FOR Memorial's 
Dedication. The preliminary schedule includes the following events (note - ail 
activities are subject to change; additional events may be announced between 
now and the Dedication): 

ALL DAY 

11:30 am 
-12:30 pm 

ALL DAY 

May 1 1997 

Scheduled tours of New Deal art in government buildings and of 
FOR's crivate railroad car, the Marco Polo, at Union Station . 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 

May 2. 1997 

Dedication of the FOR Memorial at the Memorial site in West 
Potomac Park. OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 

Scheduled tours of New Deal art in government buildings and of 
FOR's private railroad car, the Marco Polo, at Union Station: 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 

This wiil be only the third time this century that the United States has 
dedicated a presidential memorial. The last time such a dedication took place 
was in 1943, when President Roosevelt dedicated the J.efferson Memorial. The 
Dedication ceremony, which will be open to the general public, will take place 
on May 2nd from 11 :30 am to 12:30 pm at the Memorial site in West 
Potomac Park. The FOR Memorial Commission is extending invitations to 
President Clinton and Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton, members of the Rooseveit 
family and other notable diGnitaries. 

-MORE-



The Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial Commission was established by the United States 
Congress in 1955 "for the purpose of considering and formulating plans for the design, construction 
and location of a permanent memorial ... " to honor our 32nd President. In 1959, land was set aside 
in West Potomac Park for the Memorial, following a layout established in 1901 by the McMillan 
"kite" Plan for monumentality in the city of Washington. In 1978, after several design 
comoetitions, Lawrence Halprin's Memorial design received final approval from the FOR Memorial 
Commission and the Commission of Fine Arts, and is currently under construction. 

The 7.5 acre FDR Memorial honors President Roosevelt and an entire generation of 
Americans who endured the Great Depression and emerged victorious from World War II. Bronze 
sculpture and water in various forms appear throughout the four outdoor gallery rooms, each 
symbolizing one of FDR's terms in office. The Memorial offers visitors a historical narrative of the 
years 1933 to 1945. 

Five American artists were assembled by designer Halprin to create the bronze sculptures 
and bas-reliefs. They include: Leonard Baskin, Neil Estern, Robert Graham, Tom Hardy and George 
Segal. "J1aster stonecarver John Benson inscribed the enduring words of FDR on the 800 foot 
granite wail. Among the well-known words from President Roosevelt which appear in the Memorial 
are: "This generation of Americans has a rendezvous with destiny." "The only thing we have to· 
fear is fear itself." "I pledge you, I pledge myself, to a New Deal for the American people." 

The FDR Memorial marks the first time that a First Lady has been honored in a presidential 
memoriai. it wiil include a bronze statue of Eleanor Rooseveit before a symbol of the United 
Nations, ror which she served as America's first Delegate after the President's death. 

The FDR Memorial wiil be maintained by the National Park Service, and it will be staffed 
from 8 a.m. to midnight every day of the year except Christmas. 

Media Notes: Advance press previews and photo ooportunities for credentialed media will be held at 
the following times: April 23 at 10 am, April 24 at 2 pm and April 30 at 2 pm. The artists and 
designer '.viil be available on the 30th during the advance press preview for interviews and photo 
opportunities. To obtain an application for press credentials, media kit, or additional information, 
please centact Jennifer Devlin by phone (202/408-0808) or fax (202/408-1231). 

~2-



Nancy Flinn 

FDR IN A WHEELCHAIR RALLY 

MEDIA RESULTS 

Media Alerts, accompanied by personalized cover letters were faxed to 64 reporters, 
assignment editors, editors, news rooms (headquartered in New York and 
Washington, DC) covering national news. Follow-up calls were made to most of 
those contacted. An additional press release was faxed the day before the rally. 

Results: 
Broadcast: 

AP News Broadcast - 2/26/97 interview with Jim Dickson- reaches all Associated 
Press Broadcast Subscribers, estimated to air on 6000 AM/ FM 
stations in repeated intervals during a 24-hour news day. 

National Public Radio - 3/4/97 interview with Jim Dickson and Mike Deland, as 
well, using audio taped at rally, piece is estimated to reach 
475 radio stations during drive time (largest radio audience). 

NBC Radio - 2/27/97 - reporter Dick Rosse covered the rally event. 

Rhode Island Radio Station - WALE Talk News - Interview with Jim Dickson -
market of 160, 728. 

Seattle Radio Station - KING AM-FM - News - Interview with Kirk Bauer
market of over 600,000 

WUSA - Channel 9 - 2/27/97 Local DC CBS affiliate covers DC, Southwest 
Maryland, NorthEast Virginia market on 5 pm, 6pm, lIpm 
evening news. (market = 607,000) 

WRC - Channel 7 - Washington DC local NBC affiliate for 11 o'clock local pm news. 
(market = 607,000) 

WLS - Channel 7 (ABC) - special news segment on FOR in a Wheelchair issue with 
interviews of Jim Dickson, Ann Roosevelt and the FOR Commission as well as 
coverage of the rally at the Memorial site, reported by Karen Meyer (who is deaf and 
has a regular segment on disability issues.) 



MS NBC - 24-hour Computer/News station, estimated to reach national audience 
of 18 million households. A 2/27 evening news segment in-studio 
interview was conducted with Jim Dickson as well as NBC news 
footage was used in piece on FDR in a Wheelchair Rally. News piece 
can be revisited indefinitely by keying "FDR Rally" query on MSNBC 
search engine 

Cox Broadcasting - 2/27/97 - Reporter and camera person (Casar Flores) did news 
piece and interviews at the rally. Coverage goes out on satellite 
to Cox owned television and radio stations for evening news 
pick-up on 2/27. 
TV stations are in the following markets: Albuquerque, NM, 
Orlando, FL, Memphis,TN, Sacramento, CA, Atlanta, GA, 
Dayton OH, Pittsburgh PA, San Francisco/Oakland CA, 
Charlotte NC, Seattle, WA. 

FOX News Station - 24-hour National News Superstation -
Interview with Mike Deland. Reach 22 million cable news 
households. 

DA TILINE NBC - segment taped by NBC News reporter Ian Winger to use as 
follow-up to previous DATELINE NBC piece. DATELINE 
reaches 19 million USA households. TBA 

Newspapers: 

Wireservices: AP, Reuters, UPI, and PR Newswire 
- all Daybooks had event and message 

Associated Press Newswire: Story by reporter Mike Feinsilber and Photo by 
photographer, Dennis Cook out on wire to all subscribing media (over 6000). 

Gannett News Services - 2/27 - Reporter and photographer covered the rally, 
interviewed some participants and did story with photos 
that was released to Gannett owned 93 newspapers. 
(I have the list of 93). 

The following are the actual clips that we have to date on coverage. Not having a 
clipping service is a disadvantage; however, based on experience there is a greater 
number (73%) of actual pick-ups than recorded by clipping services. 



AP Photo - with caption pick-up in: 

The New York Times - 2/28/97 - cir: 1,150,000 
The Baltimore Sun ( MD) - 2/28/97 - page 3A- cir: 231,990 
The Boston Globe (MA) - 2/28/97 - page A3 - cir: 516,981 
Richmond Times-Dispatch (VA) - 2/28/97 - page A2 -cir: 227,000 

AP Story: 

Seattle Times (Seattle, WA) - 2/28/97 - cir: 237,735 
Other? 

Gannett News Service - pick-up: 

The Burlington Free Press (Burlington, VT) - 2/28/97 - cir: 63,000 
Other? 

Other coverage: 
Poughkeepsie Journal (Poughkeepsie, NY) - cir: 62,061 
Argus Leader (Sioux Falls, SD) - cir: 50,000 
Denver Post (Colorado) - cir: 428,391 

National Newspapers: 

USA Today - 2/28/97 page 7 A 
- Under Washington And the World: 
Memorial Protest - on event with quote froID 
Michael Deland 

The New York Times (See above) 

The Washington Post - 2/28/97 cir: 810,000 
- reporter (DeNeen Brown) and photographer covered story. 

(Trying to determine if Washington Post News Service will run this) 
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WHA T THE FDR MEMORIAL 
COULD BE 

A new Franklin Roosevelt memorial will be 
dedicated in Washington on May 2, and advocates 
for the disabled were out last week to protest. 
They're angry not because the nation is only now 
creating a monument to its only seriously 
handicapped president. but because none of the 
three sculptures of FOR will depict him in a 
wheelchair. 

The protest may strike some as a pressure group 
enforcing political correctness. But in this case, the 
demonstrators' complaint is justified. Stricken by 
polio as an adult, Roosevelt never again walked 
without aid. And although he went to great lengths 
to conceal his disability, that's no reason the 
commission in charge of the memorial should 
continue the deception. 

The commission defends itself by noting that the 
visitors' center will include a replica of the 
wheelchair Roosevelt used and that postcards will 
be sold with photos of him sitting in it. Commission 
member Daniel Inouye says that for one of the 
statues to portray FOR as handicapped would be 
unfair, since he "considered his disability as a very 
private matter." Several grandchildren agree. 

Other Roosevelt grandchildren feel differently, but 
that's not important. We don't build memorials to 

presidents in order to indulge their relatives. Nor do 
we do it to please the honoree. If we did. this one 
wouldn't have been created--since FDR stipulated 
that he wanted no monument bigger than his desk. 

The Earth is for the living, and so is the FOR 
memorial. Its central purpose, like the Lincoln and 
Jefferson memorials. is to celebrate our history and 
ideals. To omit from these three sculptures one of 
the most striking facts about the 32nd president 
misrepresents history and demeans the vision of 
equal opportunity that Roosevelt championed and 
we all cherish. 
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polio vil:lilll, in a wheelchair or braces. Justin U~II.~. 
clirt'(tor of Juslire for All, was among the speakt'ls. 
Tht· IIU'IIIIII iot! is to Itt: tlcciiGHctl 011 May 2. 
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USA TODAY, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 1997, iA 

WASHINGTON AND THE WORLD 

WASHINGTON 
Democrats say probes should 
look at GOPAC fimd-raising 

Amid tile uproar aver WhIte House aa:e!IS President Ointon elt1eIIdo 
ed ID big dooon. lOIDe DemocraIs want investigBlOr.! ID also look at 
Republican fUDd.nising aclivities. DemocraJS dte 1r5l-dass tre8ImeDt 
Republican admiDisIralioos provided ID doDor.! ID GOPAC, !be political 
adion committee tIIen beaded by House Speaker Newt Gingr1cII. R<;B. 
~ One GOPAC leIteI' pnlIDiged potential do

nor.! "exdusiw opportUnities" In "meet witll and 
serve as bOSlll In WhIte HOD!le omdals. Cabinet 
memben and Republican amgrt!!IIiocIaJ leaders. 
Presidents ReB8BD and Busb bave bCl5ted G(). 
PAC in tile WhIte House _ Vice President 
Quayle bas been our guest. ~1be even1S were tor 
cbarter members who gave $10.000 a year, 
~ On April 29, 1991, GOPACs top dooon were 

invited In tile bome ot Vice President Quayle ID 
socialize witll three Cabinet members. 
~ In November 1989, top givers were brieted 

at tile Old Executive omce Building and went In 
a White House reception witll President Bush. 

"It appears tIIat Ibis is serious and it needs In 
be looked inID" by c:ongre9!lional c:ommlttees invesligating Democratic 
fund-raising, !lilY' House Minority WhIp David Bonior, D-Mich, "They 
should look at GOPAC and wllat its adivities were and bow they raised 
their money and Wbat tIIey did tor tlleir donors." 

Gingrich spokeswoman CbristIna Martin calls lllat "3 simply ridicu
lous c:omparisOD" intended In detect scrutiny from Democratic 
abuSes. "The even!! in question bere did not involve either 3 political 
party or a pns\deIlt!al aunpaigP and did not violate the law," she says. 
"There's a big dllI'el ence betWeen a permissible brie4ng and a suspect 
presidelltial sIeepaver," - Judy Keen 

LAKE "".InIII: At leasl10 Senate Republicans are irrristing 
that before !bey vote on AnlIIoay Lake's nomination ID bead the CIA. 
the White House must release tile tuIl F1!I repon on him. not just a 
White House summary, "1bis is not negotiable." said Sen. Phil Gramm. 
R-Tezas. WbIte House press geCI'etIIT)I Mike McCurry said ifs "very 
trOUbling" !hal LaR's nomination appears ID be mired in politics. Lake 
was Ointon's !IIIiOIIaI security adviser, He appears ID bave the VOleS ID 
be conmned. but his bearing bas been postponed several times amid 
questions aver IIis role in administnltion toreign policy and over his 
delay in sellinC !IIef'gY SIOCks ID avoid 3 c:o~a ot interesl 

MEMORIAL PRO. EST: About 75 people - many in wbeelcbaits. 
on crutcbes or with guide dogs - proteSled at the site ot a SO<lIHI>be
dedicated Franklin D. Roosevelt Memorial lllat doesn~ depict the tor' 
mer president as disabled. "It would be unconscionable for children ID 
visit and not know FDR was in a. wbeelchair," said Micbael Deland, 
chairman ot the National Organization on Disability. 

ALSO ... 
~ BASH CANCELED: Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan. D-N. Y .. can

celed his 70th birthday bash lllat was ID kick off fund-raising for his 
next Senate race. Moynihan cited "current discussions of campaign C, 
nance refonn. wbich 1 tavor." About 4,000 supporters bad been inVited 
to the SI.()()(J..a.plate dinner and reception March 10 in New York City. 
~ CLINTON TRIP: Welfare and education will be topiCS ot Presi, 

dent Clinton's address to the Michigan Legislature on March 6 in Lan
sinf. the V"hite House said. It "'ill be the second in a senes of speeches , 
.~ --.~ .. -'.... ..... . .' - - .... 
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"'Disabled activists call the FOR ~ellorial a 'hypocrisy' '( 
nAP Photo WXll~ of Feb. 27( 
ASy MIKE FEINSILB~R= 
~~ssociated Pr~s~ Writ~r= 

WASHINGTON CAP) _ They rolled up in wheelchairs, were led by 
seeing eye dogs, or made their way, carefully, cautiously alone. 
They assembled at the .ite where America is building a .onu.~nt to 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, to protest its failure to depict hi. as 
handicapped. 

About 75 people gathered Thursday near the banks of the Potoaac 
to denounce ,the monclIl''"t as .. a lie" that would .i"lead 
generations of chil'dren. 

"I have a 10-year-old son, and I've always taught him that we 
disabled people have pride, we have dignity, and we Can contribute 
to society," said Kirk Bauer, the ,ucecutivII director of Disabled 
Sports USA, who lost a leg in Vietnam. 

"Now I'm asha.ed to bring him down here because he's going to 
say, was his father a liar? Are we supposed to be aliha.ed of 
disabilities?" 

Bauer said the monu.ent was "the most huailiating and 
disgusting thing that I'v~ seen" in the 28 years since he was 
WOl.lndt!d in wa.1""'. tr 

A victi .. of poliO, Roosevelt never took an unaided step in the 
last 24 y~ars of his life. But .any A.ericans at the time barely 
were aware of his di"ability. Photographers did not catch him'being 
carried or in his whe~lchair. 

The FOR Meaorial Commission said it was hono~ing his wishes. In 
response to the 'protest, it .ade a,,~ilable to news organizations ~n 
article written last year by Sen. Daniel K. Inouye, D-Hawaii, who 
lost an arm in World War II. 

A co •• ission meMber, Inouye wrote that Roosevelt "deliberately 
and painstakingly presented hillself to the public" without calling 
attention to his disability. 

SOlie of Roosevelt's 29 grandchildren have opposed calling 
~ttention to his disability, but eight wrote the coa.ission last 
year seeking a portrayal "of all facets' of the aan ~s he ... as"not 
as some think he ought to have been." 

The .e.o~ial _ o~ stone, t~ee5 and Boving water on a seven-aCre 
site between the Potoaac and the Tidal B~sin, in view of the 
Jefferson Memori~l _ will be dedicated May 2. Three statues of 
Roosevelt will show him seated but not with the steel braces he 
wore or other visible signs of his handicap. 

The FDR Meaorial Co •• ission said ~ replica of th'e kitchen chair 
with wheels that Rooseyelt used will be displayed at the visitors' 
center. Also, a timellnewould take account of Roosevelt's polio 
and a rar8 photograph of Roosevelt in a wheelChair will be 
displayed on postcards. 

The protest was org~ni%ed by the National Organization on 
Disability, which h~s ofrered to pay for a fourth statue with a 
"~arch of Dollars" coaparable to the' 'Mal"chof Dilles" Roosevelt 
organized to fight polio. 

"If this •• aorlal has ~o depiction of Roosevelt in a 
wheelchair, then instead of a .emorial to a gre~t Allerican, I, 
honestly believe that it beco.es a .. emorial to hypocrisy," said I. 
King Jordan, the first deaf president of Gallaudet University, an 
institution for the deaf. He spoke orally and in sign language. 

"Children who COlDe to see this must know thO! truth, lIust know 
that despite his disability, or perhaps because of his di$ability, 
he was a great preSident," Jordan said. 

Organizers. said they would continue their fight. "Don't hide 
FOR's source of strength," they chanted. Some held aloft signs 
that sald "Trclth" in writing and Braille. 
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