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Saving the surplus for Social Security has the added benefit of paying down the 
national debt - which helps keeps interest rates low and makes things like buying 
a home and business investment less expensive. Some people say this will 
benefrt the national economy and will help individuals as well. Knowing this, 33% 
think we should have a tax cut, 60% think we should save the entire surplus for 
Social Security. 

I Long-term care 

We should find room in the budget for this proposal with pay-fors now that 
the cost is a total of $5 billion over 5 years. No proposal out of hundreds 
tested as well as this one. 

92/5% would support/oppose a tax credit to Americans who care for an elderly 
parent to help cover the costs of long term care. 

92% support (70% strongly + 22% somewhat) 
5% oppose (2% strongly + 3% somewhat) 

This proposal would provide for a $500 to 1000 dollar-tax credit to people with 
long-term care needs or their care givers, and would cost the government 
approximately 5 billion dollars over 5 years and help about 2.2 million people. 
Given this, 86/11% support/oppose this proposal. 

86% support (53% strongly + 33% somewhat) 
11% oppose (6% strongly + 5% somewhat) 

If a Democrat supported a tax credit for long term care that cost 5 billion dollars 
that did not come from the surplus so the entire surplus would be saved for soelal 
security, and a Republican supported a tax cut package that cost 80 billion 
dollars from the surplus. 68123% would support the Democrats' IRepubllcans' 
plan. . 
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And the alternative of a White House Conference remains an important one: 
If the White House held a conference on long term care to discuss new medical 
breakthroughs and how to make it easier for Americans to care for the elderly. 
86/10% would support/oppose this. 

86% support (50% strongly + 36% somewhat) 
10% oppose (6% strongly + 4% somewhat) 

I Elder Crlma 

If President Clinton proposed ways to fight and reduce crimes and fraud against 
the elderly. 72/21% would be moreJiess favorable towards President Clinton 

72% more (42% much + 30% somewhat) 
21% less (12% muCh + 9% someWhat) 

a new on so 
the nation has better resources and data to 
understand how the are r.rinnA~ 

on 
the site 

the 
anew 

Department and the AARP to create Elder Fraud 
Prevention teams in four ml'llinr 

25 14 44 19 
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I Education 

Through meetings with everyone, we have all arrived at the following plan: 

1. Put together an education bill of rights, essentially a repackaging of the 
education agenda into an easier PR form. 

2. Create an omnibus education bill encompassing the agenda 
3. Demand Congress spend one day on one vote to take our education into 

the 21st Century. This Is a call on Congress to focus on the most urgent 
business of the country and spend just one day on it and get it done. 

This would serve as a Democratic Unity event with strong Democratic support 
and a focus on the key issue. 

Other possibilities for educational events: 

Education Summit 
It is 10 years since the last educational summit, and we could announce it is time ) 
to hold a new one. An education summit on the status of education in the United 
States -Its been 10 years since the education summit in Charlottesville (1989), 
and It is now time review progress and to layout an agenda for the future. 
including the President, Governors. Lou Gerstner (IBM) 

White House Conference 
80/17% would support/oppose a White House conference on improving 
education with business leaders, management specialist. education 
administrators and teachers to discuss the challenges the face public education 
today. 

80% support (58% strongly + 22% somewhat) 
17% oppose (9% strongly + 8% somewhat) 
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NEW IDEAS 

Expanding USMAPS 
CUrrently, under-qualified high school students, in particular minorities, who want 
to go to military academies such as west point can go to a special prep school 
that is more rigorous and strict than remedial schools. There is a proposal to 
create these types of schools for non-military schools so under-qualified students 
have an alternative to remedial education. 70/26% would support/oppose this 
proposal. 

70% support (37% strongly + 33% somewhat) 
26% oppose (13% strongly + 13% somewhat) 

Workplace Schools 
Some companies have established satellite learnIng centers - or small 
schools for the children of theIr employees. 61/35% would support/oppose 
a federal initiatIve to encourage bUSinesses to locate public schools at the 
workplace. 

61% support (33% strongly + 28% somewhat) 
35% oppose (22% strongly + 13% somewhat) 
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I Food Safety 

These are all popular areas of public concem - the e coli bacteria could 
be termed the end of this deadly disease from beef, an important act. 

-------

Recently, scientists discovered a technique to eliminate e coli bacteria, which can 
be fatal, especially to children, can be eliminated from the beef supply In this 
country by feeding them hay cattle before they are slaughtered. Given this, 
85/11"10 would support/oppose new regulations that would mandate the use of 
hay to feed cattle in the final days before they are slaughtered. 

85"10 support (69"10 strongly + 16"10 somewhat) 
11"10 oppose (7"10 strongly + 4"10 somewhat) 

Many food and beverage products contain caffeine which can cause 
sleeplessness and have adverse effects on pregnant women. Although many of 
these products indicate that caffeine is an ingredient, the amount of caffeine is 
not listed so consumers do not know how much caffeine they are getting. Given 
this 82116"10 would support/oppose new labeling regulations that will compel food 
manufacturers to provide easily understandable information about caffeine 
content in foods and beverages. 

82"10 support (63"10 strongly + 19"10 somewhat) 
16% oppose (9% strongly + 7"10 somewhat) 

If President Clinton announced that salmonella food poisoning risks have 
declined by nearly 50 percent because of new food safety efforts and programs, 
65/15% would be moreness favorable towards President Clinton 

65"10 more favorable (31"10 much + 34"10 somewhat) 
15"10 less favorable (9% much + 6"10 somewhat) 

-

-18 



lin the News 

: Did you hear,;~nythir,lg,about...? 
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President Clinton declaring the state of Texas a disaster area and 
releasing funds to help low-income people in southern states pay 
air-conditioning bills 
President Clinton criticizing Congress for killing the Summer Jobs 
program, cutting $2 billion from the President's education 
priorities, and stopping progress on national testing 
President Clinton calling on Congress to acknowledge global 
warming and ordering energy-saving measures for all federal 
buildings 
President Clinton holding a town hall meeting on Social Security 
Reform 
President Clinton's radio address urging Congress to pass 
bipartisan legislation creating a patient's bill of rights 
President Clinton and Vice President Gore traveling to the New 
River in North Carolina to designate 14 American Heritage Rivers 

I Overall Strategy Questions 

~- .' .;.~,:'. . 
. _.,t:.,~,';_-'-', J'.! F~v 

62 68/16 

46 50/26 

46 61/21 

44 60/15 

37 46/24 

23 43/21 

Breaking through the clutter is difficult, but just the ability for people to see 
that the job of President is being done throughout this muck is an important 
element of the ratings of the President remaining exactly the same. 

For the next 15 days, we are hitting the core Democratic issues of health, 
protecting the elderly from crime, education and guns. In addition, we should 
finish the work on the very popular tax credit for taking care of an elderly parent 
and just launch that sometime after the 1ih. As the later discussion shows, 
ideally we should have a complete tax package. In the absence of one, we 
should just launch our eldercare credit by itself with some kind of pay for. 

Here are the things that would grab attention: 

• Patient's Bill of Rights Passage 
• Suit against the tobacco companies 
• Democratic Tax Package 
• Creating a Parent's Bill of Rights as a new way of recasting the 

educational and family agenda of the Democrats 
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I The Clinton Character Answer -- Updated 

Again, the major difference between today and three years ago is that we 
now receive the credit for balancing the budget, and righting the economy. In the 
past we had the FMLA, gun fights and the tobacco fights, but we did not have the 
economy in our cap. Today, people regard the fight we waged in balancing the 
budget as the strongest test to date of the president's character. Given the stock 
market, we need to emphasize the strong economic leadership of the President. 

What doyou"think says the 
~. '" ,'- "' t ' 

most.abouHhe:cliaracter . , 
. ' ~ - , ,,: • ~, .;/> 

an'd integrity.of,~residEmt 
Clinton? . . , 
The way he fought for fiscal 
discipline to build a strong 
economy 
The way he takes on special 
interests like the gun lobby 
and the tobacco companies 
The way he is fighting to 
improve the standards of 
ours schools 
The way he represents our 
values by taking on issues 
like school uniforms 

All' . D· 
. ', ..... ) "",' 

27 32 

20 28 

16 21 

10 6 

;./', :·M 
",', .• '; ,c.! ; . .t'~ • 

::.'<' ; "':-,.<~ >~' 
.' - - .. , ,.,:': . r~::, '. ;\:'c. 

21 28 24 

17 16 21 

11 16 11 

12 11 9 

Wha,tdo yoil'think:saystlle mostabouftfle characte(anil;integrity· 
of Presiden(elintQri.? ::' • '..' .:',,.. ".',. ',: <"::" .': ' 
The way he fought for fiscal discipline to build a strong economy 
The way he takes on special interests like the gun lobby and the tobacco 
companies 

F 

" 
. 

30 

19 

20 

10 

:. :AII 
' . . 
52 
21 

.. 
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I Stock MarkeUEconomy 

And we now have an opening to talk about the need to deal with the Asian 
financial markets. As people see the storm of the collapse coming closer to our 
shores they are changing their tune about whether we should implement reform 
packages. 

This means that we can now make stronger comments on some of the 
international economic issues, the partisan holding up of that package, and its 
immediate need that otherwise would threaten the recovery. This is a message 
that was premature before - it is appropriate now. If we are still looking for a Los 
Angeles message we could do that there and try to find any executive actions 
that would advance the pressure on foreign nations to reform their economies. 

86% are aware that the stock market has fallen nearly 10% over the past few 
weeks. 50/47% are concerned/not concerned about this. 

Party: Democrats: 50/48, Republicans: 63138, Independents: 42155 

WhiCh;of the following' qi):'you·think is 
, MOST":responslble .for theistock market 
fall: . "',' '. ":,\:,,:: . 
Financial instability in Asia 36 29 48 
The Stock Market is overvalued 32 34 21 
Reduced corporate profits 10 13 12 
The investigation of President Clinton 8 7 10 

This is the highest support we've seen for IMF funding to Asia 
The rate of economic growth in the United States has dropped do to a reduced 
number of exports to Asian countries as a result of recession there. Given this, 
62/33% support/oppose renewing America's commitment to the International 
Monetary Fund so that it may help these Asian nations to stabilize their 
economies. 

Party: Democrats: 72122, Republicans: 56/42, Independents: 59137 

34 
39 
6 
8 
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I Patient's Bill of Rights 

While the Republicans hold out on a bill that is acceptable to Democrats 
and the President, they are losing ground with the voters. USA Today has 
run headlines and editorials on the right to sue, privacy and other flaws in 
the Republican bill. 45% say they are aware of the debate; they agree with 
the Democrat's position 2:1. 

Awareness of Debate 

45% are aware of the debate between the Democrats and Republicans in 
Congress over how to handle HMO reform, and what provisions to include in a 
patient's bill of rights. 

From what they know, 39/18% agree more with the DemocratslRepublicans in 
Congress on this issue. 

Party: Democrats: 68/4, Republicans: 31/19, Independents: 22130 

Among those who are aware: 54/27% agree more with the Democratsl 
Republicans in Congress on this issue. 

Perceptions of efforts 

50% think President Clinton is more in favor of HMO reform, 28% the 
Republicans in Congress. 
Party: Democrats: 68124, Republicans: 49/44, Independents: 38/16 

46% think the Democrats in Congress are more in favor of HMO reform, 
18% the Republicans in Congress. 
Party: Democrats: 65112, Republicans: 38/14, Independents: 35126 

Even telling respondent that the Democratic bill could raise healthcare 
costs gives it 70% support. Laying out the weaknesses that have been 
covered in the news of the Republican bills, as well as their reasoning for 
not including the right to sue only wins that bill 34% support. 

The Democrats favor a Patient's Bill of Rights that would cover every American 
who has health insurance. It would give new consumer protections such as the 
right to emergency room care, and the right to sue health plans when they do not 
provide necessary treatment so they are held accountable for malpractice. The 
bill could raise premiums and other health care costs by at least $4 per month. 
70/22% support/oppose this proposal. 

70% support (39% strongly + 31% somewhat) 
22% oppose (10% strongly + 12% somewhat) 

Party: Democrats: 70120, Republicans: 77/19, Independents: 66/27 
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Republicans favor a Patient's Bill of Rights that covers some, but not all 
Americans with health insurance. It would only cover Americans in self- insured 
plans, mo~tly employees of large corporations whose health plans come under 
federal oversight. It would give some new consumer protections, but not all the 
provisions supported by Democrats. It does not include the right to sue health 
plans because Republicans say that would raise heath care premiums and lead . 
to unnecessary lawsuits. 34/56% support/oppose this proposal. 

34% support (7% strongly + 27% somewhat) 
56% oppose (33% strongly + 23% somewhat) 

Party: Democrats: 20168, Republicans: 43150, Independents: 42148 

We have already been using two of the strongest criticisms of their bill: 
that it doesn't cover everyone, and that omits the right to sue. 

The next issues to add: protecting patient's privacy. and guarantee of 
emergency care when and where you need it. 

"Following, are'some,.criticism of. the Republican!s·plan •..• Does 'this', . . ,Much'., : ;)~uPR~f,fI;: ~ , ' , p ; -' ,- ,,",,~' , ' " ," ~ .... -. ,. • ' "'" , ":.' ... 

more' . "r:nake,youimuch!rnote likely tosupporttheRepublican'siplan,",". '.' ·.OpPOSe,;,\ 
~Qinewhat m<ire likely· to support the Republican:s:plan; SOmeWhat ·likely:·· , . '" ·:{,·"?t~'~ 

::more likely to,opposethe Republican's'plan or.much more likely to 
.. 

to -. .~.,;;~\ 

- .. . 'j! 

,oppose the Rep.ublican's plan? .. , ..•... ; .. ,. . oppose " ,':;:-';; 
" . 

The privacy of your medical records is not secure under the Republican 64 10/80 
plan. It gives people other than yourself and your doctor the ability to look 
into your health records and pass them on without your consent or 
knowledge 
The Republican plan does not have a sufficient appeals process. It lets 61 12/84 
health plans define what is medically necessary, not the doctor, and 
do not allow appeals for some procedures 
The Republican bill does not assure that patients can see the specialists 57 9181 
they need 
The Republican bill does not guarantee continuous care if your 57 14/81 
employer changes health plans 
The Republican plan will not cover millions of Americans, it only 57 16178 
covers people on certain types of health plans 
The Republican bill only allows you to go inside your network area for 57 15177 
emergency care, so patients would have to pay more for emergency care 
outside or their plan 
Emergency care procedures must be pre - approved by the HMO in 56 16/80 
order to guarantee that your insurance will cover it under the Republican 
plan. 
The Republican bill does not give patients the right to sue for injury or 55 16/81 
death as a result of a wrongful health action or decision by the HMO. 
The Republican plan doesn't include sufficient provisions to prevent 48 15174 
patients being put at risk through financial incentives for doctor's to 
limit patient care 
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:Which is the best,reasonto oppose.th~':f"'>:: ,~'1st '.' ; 1~'+' :': I -". ,:' -~'Q: ~·.',\r: . c,R : '/ . . I ,-- !:.: 

• R~pul:llican'pla!1? Which is the$econd';best~, 
•• ~ t' 

, 2n~",: ' ,(1{t~t .;:: (list + . :," (:lst:+,;~ , .•. ('''-~ 'i':' _ 

'r.eason.to QPp.o~ethe Republican, plah?,;.<\?; . :'}~'~4 ·1:::: ~:.'..f. "'.~ :'~i', i . '''2nd) ,,,, . . :<!~d)H f":':2n,d) ~,,, ., t, •.• . ;'.' ro '>'t{l ..... ~ ( .?n' ' .. ""-

Will not cover about 1 00 million Americans 18 29 30 9 14 
(38) (22) (24) 

Does not give patient's the right to sue the 15 20 17 21 10 
HMO (23) (23) (17) 
Emergency care procedures must be pre - 11 27 5 17 14 
approved in order to guarantee that your (21 ) (30) (33) 
insurance will cover them 
The privacy of your medical records is not 9 24 8 4 14 
secure (23) (20) (29) 
Does not guarantee continuous care if your 9 17 10 4 10 
employer changes health plans (13) (9) (26) 
Gives doctors financial incentive to limit patient 9 14 2 19 9 
care (11 ) (26) (10) 
Higher out of pocket cost for emergency care if 8 20 8 11 7 
not in your network (21 ) (26) (17) 
Limited access to specialists 4 16 4 2 5 

(17) (12) (18) 
Does not have a sufficient appeals process. 1 6 0 2 1 

(9) (2) (5) 
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Blame for no bill ' 
14% would blame the Democrats if no Patient's Bill of Rights is passed, 48% the 
Republicans in.Congress, 
Party: Democrats: 6/61, Republicans: 32131, Independents: 11146 

More proof that the money is not the issue: voters see higher costs of health care 
as a minor reason why Republicans don't support our bill, Furthermore, it is 
about quality now, not cost. 

,:Why, doyou,think"~epubJicans don't' ,,' ". ," 'I ;(1;11' . "'\""."'rD~: ,-::~, " ,R ,I ,.'::.'! .' .~~~'J' 
':::~~;i';"~'''':: ~ , . , ' -.( 

; /" "r.'::t;,~/" 
, 

support a stronger HMO bill: ,.', ..• .• ,; 
They are in the pocket of big business 41 45 31 45 
interests and the health care providers who 
don't support these bills 
Giving patients the right to sue will just 25 26 28 23 
benefit lawyers, and not actually improve 
healthcare 
They just want to put partisan politics ahead 15 16 13 14 
of progress 
It could raise the cost of health care for 11 10 18 6 
many Americans 

Which is' more of a priority to you now: AIL , .·;:/0 . R I 
Making health care more affordable 17 18 11 20 
Making sure you receive quality health 77 69 84 80 
care / -
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I The Surplus 

This polling shows again that Democrats would be better off if the 1) stuck 
to Social Security First and then 2) had a paid for tax cut package of 
targeted tax cuts (child care, elder care, marriage penalty). House 
Democrats are making a mistake in believing that they will face no tax 
issue in the fall - they could easily head it off. 

20% think some of the surplus should be used for tax cuts now, 73% think the 
surplus should only be used for tax cuts once legislation is passed that will shore 
up Social Security for the future. 

Party: Democrats: 12184, Republicans: 28/63, Independents: 21111 

Senate Republicans have proposed putting any surplus aside in a "Social 
Security Preservation Reserve Fund" that would hold any government surpluses, 
to be invested by the Treasury Department. This fund could not be used for any 
spending or tax cut, but could be used for any plan that will help shore up social 
security. 75/21% support/oppose this proposal. 

75% support (44% strongly + 31% somewhat) 
21% oppose (10% strongly + 11% somewhat) 
Party: Democrats: 78/20, Republicans: 68/17, Independents: 72125 

60% would prefer putting the surplus in this reserve Fund, 29% think the surplus 
shouJd be used to pay down the federal debt. 

Party: Democrats: 68/23, Republicans: 54136, Independents: 58130 

But the concept of a tax cut, without the argument that it would be in the 
place of saving social security IS an important campaign issue. 
If a Republican running for Congress supported giving Americans a tax cut, and 
democrats opposed it, 53% would be more likely to vote for a Republican, 31 % 
more likely to vote for a Democrat. 

53% Republican (25% much more likely + 28% somewhat more likely) 
31% Democrat (17% much more likely + 14% somewhat more likely) 
Party: Democrats: 39/46, Republicans: 72112, Independents: 54130 

If a Democrat and Republican both supported putting the entire surplus aside 
until Social Security is secured for the future, 39% would vote for a Democrat, 
26% a Republican for Congress. 

Party: Democrats: 66/4, Republicans: 15/62, Independents: 35123 
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If a Democrat supported saving "Social Security First" and putting all the surplus 
aside until social security is fixed for the future and a Republican supported using 
half of the surplus for tax cuts, such as cutting the capital gains tax, eliminating 
the estate tax and repealing the marriage penalty, and put half of the surplus 
aside until social security is fixed. 
46% would vote for a Democrat, 36% a Republican for Congress. 
Party: Democrats: 76fT, Republicans: 20fT1, Independents: 42133 

If a Democrat said most of the surplus is coming from the Social Security 
systems excess revenues so it should be spent on Social Security only. And A 
Republican said the surplus is projected to be so big, we should put some of the 
surplus towards tax cuts now. 
56% would vote for a Democrat, 33% a Republican for Congress. 
Party: Democrats: 83fT, Republicans: 22f12, Independents: 55128 

If a Democrat said most of the surplus is coming from the Social Security 
systems excess revenues so it should be spent on Social Security only, but 
we should have a tax cut now paid for through other means. And A 
Republican said the surplus is projected to be so big, we should put some 
of the surplus towards tax cuts now. 
58% would vote for a Democrat, 25% a Republican for Congress. 
Party: Democrats: 81112, Republicans: 34138, Independents: 57128 

Gingrich Plan 
56% say that a tax cut of a trillion dollars over 10 years is too large and would be 
reckless and jeopardize the balanced budget and Social Security; 32% say 
because of record growing surpluses we can have a tax cut that large and still 
protect Social Security. 
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I Education 

Congressional Democrats support an education bill that includes funding for the 
summer jobs initiative, reading tutors, safe and drug-free school coordinators, 
ensuring everyone has access to a college education and voluntary national 
testing and education standards. 

Congressional Republicans say their bill will send more dollars directly into 
classrooms, help parents save for education expenses with tax breaks, 
and increase parental involvement. 

49/32% agree more with the Democrats/Republicans. 
Party: Democrats: 73/11, Republicans: 36/55, Independents: 39/34 

I Medical Research Czar 

81/14% would support/oppose creating a medical research bureau to be 
responsible for making information on medical breakthroughs and treatments 
more available to the public 

81% support (60% strongly + 21% somewhat) 
14% oppose (10% strongly + 4% somewhat) 

Party: Democrats: 90/9, Republicans: 77/17, Independents: 75/19 

I Tobacco Summit 

55/38% support/oppose inviting political leaders, members of the tobacco 
community and health experts to the White House for a summit on tobacco. 

55% support (34% strongly + 21% somewhat) 
38% oppose (13% strongly + 25% somewhat) 

Party: Democrats: 67/25, Republicans: 42154, Independents: 53/39 

If President Clinton did this, 
53/35% would be morelless favorable towards President Clinton 
53% more favorable (23% much + 30% somewhat) 
35% less favorable (18% much + 17% somewhat) 

Party: Democrats: 66/25, Republicans: 38/51, Independents: 54/34 
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I The News 

Did you, hear anything ~~6~t~ , 1,-;:'" ' . 
' ~f ;:'%,Aware.\ " .• ~. J •• ' , ... , 

..:'{"~ '.}~. ';'!., '.:~ . , . '; '.' J ." .;~ ,< ' 
~ 

, 
President Clinton visiting sites of the recent fires in Florida ff7 
President Clinton kicking off a new national anti-drug media 64 
campaign 
President Clinton announcing a program that would make 54 
adults liable for giving children access to guns 
President Clinton proposing legislation to encourage 46 
businesses to share information to solve the Year 2000 
computer problem 
President Clinton's radio address supporting more drug 41 
courts and mandatory drug testing programs around the 
country 
President Clinton pledging support for World Bank efforts to 30 
increase awareness of the "millennium" bug in developing 
countries 

Treasures Campaign 

49% are aware off Hillary Clinton's fund-raising effort to restore America's 
treasures, like our Star Spangled Banrl,er -and public sculptures. 

65/19% are more favorable/less favorable towards Hillary Clinton 
65% more favorable (29% much + 36% somewhat) 
19% less favorable (8% much + 11% somewhat) 

Party: Democrats: 81fT, Republicans: 53128, Independents: 63/19 

'1\'I9rel!:;~s,s: . 
. ~ '::"Fav '. .1. 'I . 

67/17 
66/21 

66/24 

64/14 

60/21 

45/25 
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I The President's Image and Congress 

The number one accomplishment of the presidency - in a complete switch from 
two years ago - is now seen as the strengthening of the economy. In 1995, 
people could name few accomplishments. In 1996, they cited welfare reform and 
the balanced budget as major accomplishments. Today, they believe the best 
that the president has done for the country is the restore the economy. This 
underscores the ability we have and the importance of owning and continuing to 
own that issue - and of getting the Democrats to own that issue going into the 
election. And the issue of the economy is fundamental in the concept that the 
Clinton Presidency prepared the nation for the 21 5t Century (the argument would 
never hold up without an economic expansion). Some people are saying that we 
should prepare the country for an economic downturn - this would be a mistake 
- it would create the perception of one instead and defeat us at the polls. We 
should lay down markers against the Republicans about their having plans that 
threaten the good economy but we should not deliberately undermine 
perceptions of the strength of this economy to continue. The Republicans again 
are clearly very sensitive to these attacks, which is why they are moving on IMF 
and trying to give the appearance of moving Fast Track. 

In the Gingrich strategy of the week, he now says that the partisan attacks he 
has made have hurt the party and he is going to switch tactics to talk about taxes 
instead of impeachment. He is now admitting (for this week) that talking about 
impeachment has been counterproductive. I think this statement (which is subject 
to the usual week by week changes in strategy by the Republicans) is clearly in 
response to the progress not partisanship theme and the perception that it could 
damage him. 

What do you think ,is·the· best thing Pr~sident Clinton has done for· 
" 

the country? . -". ", , . 
"' ,,-" ,- . " ., 

Economic Issues-Total 25%. 
Generally strong economy 17% 
Strong economic policy 3% 
Created jobs/reduced unemployment 3%, 
Balanced budget 3%' 
Reduced national debt, lowered inflation, lowered interest 2%. 

rates, foreign trade 
Social Issues-Total 16% 

Education 5%. 
Healthcare 4%· 
Welfare reform 4% 
Abortion, FMLA, gay rights, race issues, low-income families, 3% 

women's rights 
Crime/drug courts/drug use 1%' 
Social security 1% . 

5 



Tobacco I 

Foreign policy 
General strong leadership 

r-nnfscellaneous initiatives/programs-including environment, NASA 
and line-item veto ., 
Other 

People reject these claims against the President: 

Some people say President Clinton has been a do-nothing President. 
32/66% agree/disagree with this statement. 

32% agree (14% strongly + 18% somewhat) 
66% disagree (42% strongly + 24% somewhat) 

Party: Democrats: 13/87, Republicans: 52148, Independents: 33/62 

1% 
6% 
5% 
2% 

7% 

Some people have said President Clinton has been out of the country too much. 
33/65% agree/disagree with this statement. 

33% agree (15% strongly + 18% somewhat) 
65% disagree (34% strongly + 31% somewhat) 

Party: Democrats: 30171, Republicans: 46/54, Independents: 23/69 

, 

And in characterizing Congress, by 22% to 71%, people are more likely to side 
with the notion that Congress is playing politics and blocking legislation rather 
than being just a "do-nothing" Congress. Putting partisanship over progress is 
meant to be worne than just doing nothing - it's putting politics over the interests 
of the people. For example, Janet Reno/comes to give an important report on law 
enforcement in the nation, and the R"epublicans only questions are about getting 
another Ken Starr to look at the Democrats' campaigns. That's partisanship over 
progress. 

Responsibility for Conflicts 
If President Clinton and the Republicans in Congress disagree over funding for 
education, environmental programs, healthcare and other programs, 21% would 
think President Clinton should be blamed for starting the conflict, 53% the 
Republicans in Congress. 
Party: Democrats: 6173, Republicans: 50/29, Independents: 15/52 

23% think President Clinton is more responsible for the lack of legislation in this 
Congress, 55% the Republicans in Congress. 
Party: Democrats: 9179, Republicans: 53/31, Independents: 16/50 

Lott's Criticism 
23% are aware of Senator Trent Lott's radio address last weekend in which he 
criticized President Clinton. 
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Senator Lott blamed Washington's inaction on President Clinton, calling him a 
bystander who is ignoring the nation's business. 
38/51% find Senator Lott's statement to be believable/not believable. 

38% believable (13% very+ 25% somewhat) 
51% not believable (30%inot at all + 21% not very) 

Party: Democrats: 18174, Republicans: 65131, Independents: 38148 

Given this, 
28/53% are more favorablelless favorable towards Senator Lott 
28% more favorable (11% much + 17% somewhat) 
53% less favorable (26% much + 27% somewhat) 

Party: Democrats: 12181, Republicans: 51133, Independents: 29144 
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I Patients' Reform 

The Patients' reform debate is successfully launched. There are two arguments 
against the Republican bill - 1) that it covers only a third of the population and 2) 
that it omits the right to sue. ~ 

Both arguments work, but the argument that 2 out of 3 would be left without 
protection is clearly the stronger theme. This is the ess4ence of a weak Patient's 
Bill of Rights - it only cover a minority and leaves the rest to fend for themselves 
on these issues. 

Right to sue is a good argument, but most would opt for compromise if that was 
the only difference. 

Patients Bill of Rights 

33% belong to an HMO, 63% not. 

62% are aware of a patient's bill of rights which would set certain standards for 
HMOs being debated in Congress. 

Unaided support, 76/10% support/oppose a patient's bill of rights. 
76% support (60% strongly + 16% somewhat) . 
10% oppose (4% strongly + 6% somewhat) 

Horserace: Vote Oem: 8218, Vote GOP: 75/11, Don't Know: 68/11 
Gender: Male: 7919, Female: 7619 / 
Age: <35: 71/14, >35: 80/8 

A patients bill of rights would provide new guidelines on the way HMOs operate 
to provide better healthcare services for its members, including guaranteed 
access to emergency care, giving women direct access to OB-Gyns, 
safeguarding personal information, allowing doctors to give their patients all 
medical options available and giving patients the right to appeal decisions made 
by HMOs. 
Aided support, 89/9% support/oppose a patient's bill of rights. 

89% support (68% strongly + 21% somewhat) 
9% oppose (4% strongly + 5% somewhat) 

Horserace: Vote Oem: 95/5, Vote GOP: 84/14, Don't Know: 8216 
Gender: Male: 8819, Female: 90n 
Age: <35: 95/6, >35: 88/10 

Initial Support for Passing Bill as is VS. Including Suing HMOs 
30% think Congress should pass this bill as is, 56% think it should also include 
giving the patient the right to sue the HMO for malpractice. 
Horserace: Vote Oem: 36/55, Vote GOP: 28/60, Don't Know: 18/53 
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Gender: Male: 25158, Female: 35155 
Age: <35: 42/44, >35: 27160 

86% think individuals injured by wrongful actions by HMOs be compensated for 
their injuries, 8% not. • 
Horserace: Vote Oem: 8818, Vo"te GOP: 9315, Don't Know: 8516 
Gender: Male: 8719, Female: 8517 
Age: <35: 83114, >35: 8914 
Support for Suing For Malpractice 
72/20% support/oppose giving patients the right to sue their HMO for 
malpractice. 

72% support (55% strongly + 17% somewhat) 
20% oppose (9% strongly + 11 % somewhat) 

Horserace: Vote Oem: 82/13, Vote GOP: 66130, Don't Know: 60120 
Gender: Male: 71119, Female: 73121 
Age: <35: 69122, >35: 72121 

Argumentation Against Suing HMOs 

Support/Oppose' . .. ' .. Pass BiII.as is' , '. 
Right to Sue . ./lncluderight to sue 

Initial Unaided 72/20% 30/56% 
Arguments 

Trial Lawyers 63/29 34/58 
Raise Costs 8% 60/36 37/58 
Raise Costs $3 70/25 29/59 

Trial Lawyers 
Some people say granting the right to sue the HMOs will just provide millions of 
dollars to trial lawyers and not improve the quality of health care. 
Given this, 63/29% support/oppose giving patients the right to sue their HMO for 
malpractice. 

63% support (40% strongly + 23% somewhat) 
29% oppose (17% strongly + 12% somewhat) 

Horserace: Vote Oem: 75/21, Vote GOP: 54/40, Don't Know: 52/30 
Gender: Male: 63132, Female: 65128 
Age: <35: 63130, >35: 62/32 

Given this, 34% think Congress should pass this bill as is, 58% think it should 
also include giving the patient the right to sue the HMO for malpractice. 
Horserace: Vote Oem: 35162, Vote GOP: 39/52, Don't Know: 24/61 
Gender: Male: 31/64, Female: 38/53 
Age: <35: 54/41, >35: 28/65 

Increase Cost of Healthcare 8 percent 
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Some people say granting the right to sue the HMOs could increase the cost of 
health care coverage by up to 8 percent. 
Given this, 60/36% support/oppose giving patients the right to sue their HMO for 
malpractice. 

60% support (36% stronsly + 24% somewhat) 
36% oppose (24% strongly + 12% somewhat) 

Horserace: Vote Oem: 71/27, Vote GOP: 50/50, Don't Know: 45/32 -
Gender: Male: 57/43, Female: 61/28 
Age: <35: 63/24, >35: 55/43 

37% think Congress should pass this bill as is, 58% think it should also include 
giving the patient the right to sue the HMO for malpractice. 
Horserace: Vote Oem: 31/66, Vote GOP: 43/55, Don't Know: 41/43 
Gender: Male: 42158, Female: 32158 
Age: <35: 36/56, >35: 38/58 

Increase Cost of Healthcare $3/month 
Some people say granting the right to sue the HMOs could increase the cost of 
healthcare coverage by over 3 dollars per month. 
Given this, 70/25% support/oppose giving patients the right to sue their HMO for 
malpractice. 

70% support (50% strongly + 20% somewhat) 
25% oppose (17% strongly + 8% somewhat) 

Horserace: Vote Oem: 76/22, Vote GOP: 60/36, Don't Know: 75/13 
Gender: Male: 74/20, Female: 67/30 
Age: <35: 47/47, >35: 77/19 

29% think Congress should pass this bill as is, 59% think it should also include 
giving the patient the right to sue the HMO for malpractice. 
Horserace: Vote Oem: 28/62, Vote GOP: 32153, Don't Know: 27/63 
Gender: Male: 26/61, Female: 32157 
Age: <35: 44/42, >35: 25/66 

Presidents Position vs. Republicans Position 
61 % agree with President Clinton and the Democrats that HMO reform is not 
tough enough unless you give the patient's the right to sue the HMO because if 
they are not held accountable, quality won't change; 27% agree with Republicans 
that the Democrats are just in the pocket of trial lawyers and giving patients the 
right to sue will raise the cost of health care so we should not give patients the 
right to sue. 
Horserace: Vote Oem: 74/16, Vote GOP: 47/45, Don't Know: 56120 
Gender: Male: 66126, Female: 57/28 
Age: <35: 53/39, >35: 63124 
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Compromise 

BUT IF THE ONLY DIFFERENCE IS THE RIGHT TO SUE, THEN THE PUBLIC 
PREFERS PROGRESS ... 

M 

Right now, Republicans support a Patient's Bill of Rights that includes all 
provisions that Democrats want in a bill, except the right to sue the HMO. 69% 
think Democrats should support this bill, so HMO reform is passed, 26% think 
they should not support it, even if it means there will be no HMO reform. 
Horserace: Vote Oem: 62130, Vote GOP: 86/12, Don't Know: 55142 
Gender: Male: 71127, Female: 68/25 
Age: <35: 75125, >35: 68125 

Veto Bill 
If a Patient's bill of rights as described was passed, but did not include the right 
to sue, 47% think President Clinton should sign it, 43% think he should veto it. 
Horserace: Vote Oem: 45/45, Vote GOP: 56/36, Don't Know: 36/50 
Gender: Male: 44/47, Female: 50/39 
Age: <35: 51/46, >35: 49/40 

11 



I Tobacco-Medicare-Taxes 

Tax cuts 

Maintain the current position of~ocial Security First and say nothing about tax 
cuts other than that they would undermine the need to strengthen Social 
Security. 

Advantages: current position, worked in the SOTU, provided Democrats with a 
fiscally responsible and fiscally conservative answer 

Disadvantages: Gives Democrats who are running no tax cuts to talk about 

Variation A - Save Social Security First, then enact targeted tax cuts. 

Advantages: This is fiscally responsible and give Democrats some taxes cuts to 
talk about. And this is similar to the position during the balanced budget fight 
when we said we would balance the budget and also were able to cut taxes. This 
is what we are currently doing in ads for candidates (i.e. Michael Coles is for 
Social Security First and for the Marriage Penalty reduction (from the tobacco 
bill). 

Disadvantages: It appears to reduce the importance of the Social Security First 
Pledge, even if it technically keeps it. 

Variation B - Propose a 50 cent Tobacco tax increas,e and use the money for tax 
cuts. If that were the case, then the tax cut most preferred is the one for long
term care. 

Spending the Tobacco Tax 

If weinc~eas.ed. the tax 'oil, to~acco .•• All; Patty·· , .... ; ... 
' . -' ' .' ~ ',' - -.,~ ., • ,'<;Gender .. '."" 

by 50 cents a pack, )Nhichofthe .' 
' .. j~~ 0 R ,"': .:\,1: .. .'::~\~;:. I ,:~. FJ .::. following do.you:thinkis the'b.est·i~ y 

. .'.- '-..:' , :} ',' ,~ -

I;:"~~; way tospenchhe revenUe: .. '.' . 
,'. 

1f .. ', ;;~~ ~~' ' .. : . . . 
A tax cut to help provide long-term 46 50 51 40 45 47 
care for elderly 
A National anti-smoking/anti-drug 39 35 34 45 35 43 
campaign to combat teen smoking 
and drug use 
A Marriage penalty tax deduction 7 7 9 4 9 4 

The most powerful combination of targeted tax cuts for now would be a) \ 
child care b) some marriage penalty c) a tax credit for taking care of an ) 
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elderly parent. This package can be presented as promoting family values ) 
on three levels - helping protect and raise children, helping promote 
marriage and helping to keep families together as parents age. 

,.; 

Another Tobacco Option is Suing the Tobacco Companies 

Even the City of Los Angeles announced today that it is suing the tobacco 
companies! 

Support for the suit can be significantly increased by stating how the proceeds of 
the suit would be used - strengthening Medicare was the best option tested. 
However, most voters see the real use of the suit as a club to get the Tobacco 
companies to stop advertising to minors. So the public actually is sophisticated 
enough to understand that actually trying the suit would take too long, and that 
the suit becomes an important weapon, if necessary, in the war against the 
companies. 

53/43% would support/oppose the federal government suing the tobacco 
companies to recover the taxpayer expenses paid out for Medicare and 
Medicaid for smoking-relating diseases during the time the tobacco industry 
concealed the harm. 

Suppose President Clinton sued the tobacco companies for $1 trillion 
dollars for reimbursement of the taxpayer funds that Medicare and Medicaid 
paid for smoking-related diseases and said he would use the money from the 
suit to strengthen the Medicare program. 60/40% would support/oppose this. 

Given this, 

62/32% are more favorable/less favorable towards President Clinton 

Suppose that President Clinton asked for legislative authority to sue the 
tobacco companies for the taxpayers' expenses incurred for people with 
smoking-related diseases. 57/37% would support/oppose Congress giving the 
Justice Department the authority to go after the tobacco companies. 

24% think that we should sue the tobacco companies more as a way to get J1 
reimbursements of the taxpayers money spent, 59% think more as a way of 
forcing the tobacco companies to agree to stop advertising to minors. 

Most states have sued the tobacco companies and won or settled to receive 
billions in reimbursement of their expenses on Medicare and Medicaid due to 
smoking related diseases. 47/42% would favor/oppose President Clinton suing 
the tobacco companies on behalf of the states that had not sued the tobacco 
companies so the taxpayers in those states could receive reimbursement. 
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If President Clinton sued the tobacco companies, do you' , All 
thillkthaHhe money from the suit should be put towards.: : 

" , ; ; ,J, 

education, healthcare improvements, cancer research,a " ,t ' . .. 
, , 

tax cut, or strengthening theJiledicareprogram for the ~> .' 
' . , 

.future? " ,. .. 
, . 

"; ,. 
", " 

, . 
Strengthening the Medicare program for the future 30 
Education 24 
Healthcare improvements 20 
Cancer research 15 
A tax cut 2 

I Farm Aid 

People recognize the weather issues and the impact of the current heatwave. 
This provides and opportunity for both a tie into global warming (75% in last I 
week's polling believe that heat and the Florida-type disasters are due in party to ~ 

global warming) and also to move Farm concerns. 

This supports the concept of holding a farm press conference with policy 
announcements. 

88% are aware of the droughts and heatwave in the South that have killed nearly 
50 people and could cost Texas almost 5 billion dollars. 

37% are aware of President Clinton signing emergency legislation exempting 
agricultural products from sanctions imposed upon India and Pakistan due to 
their nuclear tests. 
Given this, 

49/25% are more favorable/less favorable towards President Clinton 
49% more favorable (19% much + 30% somewhat) 
25% less favorable (8% much + 17% somewhat) 

Horserace: Vote Oem: 62114, Vote GOP: 40/37, Don't Know: 35130 
Habitat: City: 49122, Suburb: 59122, Rural: 41/32 

Democrats have proposed an amendment setting up a 500 million dollar fund for 
farmers hit by repeat natural disasters needing help to weather the economic 
downturn. 

80/16% would support/oppose this amendment 

! 
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80% support (46% strongly + 34% somewhat) 
16% oppose (7% strongly + 9% somewhat) 

Horserace: Vote Oem: 81114, Vote GOP: 84116, Don't Know: 76118 
Habitat: City: 73120, Suburb: 83116, Rural: 87110 

I Handgun Waiting Period 
.. , 

There is strong support for maintaining the waiting period, even after insta-check 
is operational. 

Maintaining the 
Waiting Period vs. 

" Instant Ch~ck 
. 

/ 

Initial Unaided 73/22% ,/ 
Arguments 

Big Government 73/24 
Unnecessary 72127 

Maintaining the Waiting Period vs. Instant Check 
One part of the Brady Bill passed in 1994 required that all gun purchases be held 
for a five day waiting period while a background check on the buyer is conducted, 
For the past several years the federal govemment has been putting together a 
database of documents so that background checks can be done instantly, 
without the waiting period. 

This year the 5-day waiting period is supposed to be replaced by the instant 
check system. 73% think we should maintain the 5-day waiting period, 22% think 
we should go to the instant check system. 
Horserace: Vote Oem: 80116, Vote GOP: 73125, Don't Know: 62131 
Gender: Male: 73125, Female: 74119 
Age: <35: 85114, >35: 70125 

Big Government 
Some people say the five day waiting period is intrusive, big government policy 
that has done nothing to stem violent crime. Given this, 73% think we should 
maintain the 5-day waiting period, 24% think we should go to the instant check 
system. 
Horserace: Vote Oem: 82115, Vote GOP: 72128, Don't Know: 61/33 
Gender: Male: 74126, Female: 72122 
Age: <35: 81116, >35: 69128 

Unnecessary 
Some people say the instant check system national data base will provide 
sufficient information for background checks, so a waiting period is unnecessary. 
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Given this, 72% think we should maintain the 5-day waiting period,l27% think we 
should go to the instant check system. 
Horserace: Vote Oem: 80/20, Vote GOP: 67/32, Don't Know: 62133 
Gender: Male: 66/34, Female: 78/20 
Age: <35: 82118, >35: 68/30 

Need 5 Days for "Crimes of Passion" _ 
68% say that waiting periods provide time for emotionally distraught people to 
cool down before buying pistols that might be used in suicides or crimes of 
passion; 28% say there is no evidence that waiting periods prevent crimes of 
passion. 
Horserace: Vote Oem: 75/22, Vote GOP: 61/36, Don't Know: 63/31 
Gender: Male: 63/34, Female: 72123 
Age: <35: 73/23, >35: 66/30 

Database Will Be Insufficient 
68% say that the waiting period should be continued since the new instant check 
database will not include many local documents, including state mental health 
records, restraining orders, and domestic violence misdemeanors and officials 
need to be given time to research these additional documents; 26% say the 
database will provide enough information and that local officials are unlikely to 
sift through records not available on database. 
Horserace: Vote Oem: 69/23, Vote GOP: 63/34, Don't Know: 70/21 
Gender: Male: 64/30, Female: 71/22 
Age: <35: 74121, >35: 66127 

Effect on Vote 

Continue 5 Day Wait 
If a Democrat running for Congress supported continuing the current waiting 
period of 5 days before a person could buy a gun, and a Republican opposed 
extension of this law, saying it is an unnecessary burden, 67% would vote for the 
Democrat, 16% the Republican. 

Horserace: Vote Oem: 87/3, Vote GOP: 44/37, Don't Know: 58/13 
Gender: Male: 59124, Female: 74/8 
Age: <35: 80/14, >35: 63/16 

Reduce Wait to Three Days 
If a Democrat running for Congress supported continuing the waiting period, but 
reducing the time to 3 days, instead of 5 days, and a Republican opposed any 
extension of this law saying it is an unnecessary burden, 63% would vote for the 
Democrat, 18% the Republican. 

Horserace: Vote Oem: 85/6, Vote GOP: 39/39, Don't Know: 49/15 
Gender: Male: 55125, Female: 69/12 
Age: <35: 77/14, >35: 59120 
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I GM Strike 

People do not see the GM Strike as serious enough for intervention, which would 
be controversial since most are siding with the workers. There is some concern, 
but no air of crisis. The polling ~ys that if a Cooling off period were ordered, 
more groundwork would have to be done to increase support for the measure as 
necessary. The White House summit is popular, but such summits are usually a 
big mistake because they transfer responsibility for the strike to us without any 
power to do anything. 

Awareness and Concerns About Strike 

88% are aware of the strike at General Motors. 

54/43% are concerned/not concerned that the strike will affect the US economy. 
54% concerned (18% very + 36% somewhat) 
43% not concerned (17% not at all + 26% not very) 

Party: Democrats: 55/40, Republicans: 54/44, Independents: 53/45 
Education: College Degree: 51/46, No College Degree: 53/40 
Union: Yes: 44/50, No: 56/41 

Thinking in general, 38% side with the auto workers in the dispute with General 
Motors, 27% with the company. 
Party: Democrats: 51/11, Republicans: 22147, Independents: 38/29 
Education: College Degree: 33/31, No College Degree: 42124 
Union: Yes: 47/19, No: 36/29 

Presidential Intervention 
25% think President Clinton should intervene in the strike, 67% not. 
Party: Democrats: 31/62, Republicans: 26/67, Independents: 18/74 
Education: College Degree: 25/67, No College Degree: 23/69 
Union: Yes: 25/65, No: 23/70 

25% say that the President should intervene because a prolonged strike at the 
largest automobile company will hurt the U.S. economy; 69% say that the auto 
workers had negotiated in good faith and have a right to strike and that the 
President should not step into the middle of the labor dispute. 
Party: Democrats: 31/58, Republicans: 29/70, Independents: 17/77 
Education: College Degree: 26/69, No College Degree: 23/70 
Union: Yes: 27/62, No: 23/72 

Apply For Injunction 
A president can seek an injunction in federal court if the strike imperils our 
nations health and safety. 19% think that standard has been met, 69% not. 
Party: Democrats: 16/61, Republicans: 23/68, Independents: 17/77 
Education: College Degree: 18/71, No College Degree: 19/68 
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Union: Yes: 21/68, No: 18/70 

Order Cooling Off Period 
If President Clinton ordered a 60-day cooling off period-where the workers 
would return to work for 60 days before returning to negotiations-
47/35% would be more favoraole/less favorable towards President Clinton 

47% more favorable (11% much + 36% somewhat) 
35% less favorable (15% much + 20% somewhat) 

Party: Democrats: 47/19, Republicans: 41/48, Independents: 51/38 
Education: College Degree: 59/28, No College Degree: 38/39 
Union: Yes: 48135, No: 47/34 

If President Clinton offered to hold a summit at the White House with union and 
GM leaders, 
59/20% would be more favorable/less favorable towards President Clinton 

59% more favorable (22% much + 37% somewhat) 
20% less favorable (14% much + 6% somewhat) 

Party: Democrats: 67/3, Republicans: 56/26, Independents: 54131 
Education: College Degree: 52119, No College Degree: 61121 
Union: Yes: 78/14, No: 52123 

Involvement in the strike - even if it does not solve the dispute - does not 
reflect on President Clinton's leadership ability 
If General Motors and Union leaders refuse the President's efforts to help resolve 
the dispute, 12% say this would be a sign of President Clinton's weakness as a 
leader; 75% say a refusal for help would be for other reasons and would not 
reflect on the President's leadership ability. / 
Party: Democrats: 7/81, Republicans: 19/74, Independents: 12173 
Education: College Degree: 14/77, No College Degree: 11/74 
Union: Yes: 19/73, No: 11/77 

Ordering Union Back to Table 
After union leaders walked out of negotiations this week, General Motors 
requested a federal court to order the union back into negotiations over the 
strikes that have already cost GM 1.2 billion dollars. 
66/25% support/oppose ordering the union back into negotiations 

66% support (37% strongly + 29% somewhat) 
25% oppose (15% strongly + 10% somewhat) 

Party: Democrats: 69/22, Republicans: 73/23, Independents: 61/29 
Education: College Degree: 63/31, No College Degree: 69120 
Union: Yes: 68123, No: 66/25 
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I International 

On foreign policy; would you say that you Approve Disapprove . 
strongly approve of the job Bill Clinton has been 
dOing"somewhat approve, somewhat -
disapprove, or strongly disapprove of the job Bill -
Clinton is 'doing? ;. '. . 
7/15 62 31 
717 62 35 
6/23 59 33 
6/17 53 43 
6/9 60 33 
5/31 60 39 
3/10 66 33 
3/3 65 33 
2/23 63 35 
2/17 64 34 
2/11 65 32 

IMF 

The positioning of international economic measures is everything - the 
difference between "reform" and "bailout" is a swing of 40 points. 

56/33% support/oppose President Clinton pushing for economic reform in 
Russia and Asia. 

56% support (20% strongly + 36% somewhat) 
33% oppose (19% strongly + 14% somewhat) 

Party: Democrats: 63/15, Republicans: 45/53, Independents: 58/34 

34/55% support/oppose President Clinton committing US support for an 
economic bailout of Russia and several countries in Asia. 

34% support (9% strongly + 25% somewhat) 
55% oppose (33% strongly + 22% somewhat) 

Party: Democrats: 43/42, Republicans: 29/63, Independents: 31/61 

IMF Loan to Russia 
The International Monetary Fund has reached an agreement with Russia to 
provide $22 billion dollars in emergency loans to stabilize the Russian economy. 
44/48% support/oppose the loan deal with Russia. 

44% support (14% strongly + 30% somewhat) 
48% oppose (28% strongly + 20% somewhat) 

'. 

. 
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Party: Democrats: 43/45, Republicans: 48/48, Independents: 44/49 

Arguments for Russian Loan 
Supporters of the loan agreement say that without the bailout Russia's financial 
crunch would trigger a larger economic crisis, or even the breakdown of the 
Russian government. Since ItUssia has the world's second largest nuclear 
arsenal the United States cannot afford to let the country slip into chaos. Given 
this, 57/35% support/oppose the loan deal with Russia. 

57% support (25% strongly + 32% somewhat) 
35% oppose (21% strongly + 14% somewhat) 

Party: Democrats: 60/31, Republicans: 52142, Independents: 58/34 

Increasing U.S. IMF Contribution 
The Russian loan package will seriously deplete the IMF's resources. President 
Clinton is pushing legislation to increase the U.S. contribution to the IMF. 
39/45% support/oppose increasing the US contribution to the IMF. 

39% support (11 % strongly + 28% somewhat) 
45% oppose (28% strongly + 17% somewhat) 

Party: Democrats: 43/33, Republicans: 39/53, Independents: 33/50 

President Clinton says that Congress should act to promote global economic 
stability by paying America's share to the IMF and that if we fail to act responsibly 
at a time when there is so much financial uncertainty in the world, we will be 
putting our farmers, our workers and our businesses at risk. Given this, 40/45% 
support/oppose increasing the US contribution to the IMF. 

40% support (15% strongly + 25% somewhat) 
45% oppose (26% strongly + 19% somewhat) 

Party: Democrats: 45/35, Republicans: 29/54, Independents: 41/49 

There is a new agreement for the IMF to help Russia, 32% say the IMF is 
running out of money and if they can't help, it could lead to worldwide economic 
recession, so the US should fund the IMF; 56% say the IMF itself is the problem 
so we should no.t fund it. 
Party: Democrats: 28/46, Republicans: 27/66, Independents: 39/56 

US Sanctions Policy 

22% think the U.S. government imposes economic sanctions on other countries 
too often, 32% not often enough, 36% just about the right amount of time. 
Party: Democrats: 22129/43, Republicans: 25/40/31, Independents: 20/30135 

Effectiveness;.of,·15anctions :r: ' Effectivel 
. .' ., . .. .. 

Ineffective .' " " .. 
' .. 

On Human Rights Policy 61/35% 
To Affect Military Actions 61/33 
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61/35% think economic sanctions are effectivelnot effective in changing human 
rights policies of other countries. 

61% effective (12% very + 49% somewhat) 
35% not effective (14% not at all + 22% not very) 

Party: Democrats: 59/32, Republicans: 70/30, Independents: 57/42 
1 

61/33% think economic sanctions are effectivelnot effective in influencing military 
actions of other countries, such as their use of nuclear, biological or chemical 
weapons. 

61% effective (14% very + 47% somewhat) 
33% not effective (15% not at all + 18% not very) 

Party: Democrats: 71/23, Republicans: 47/49, Independents: 64/32 

Hurt Innocents 
41% say that economic sanctions hurt innocent people while the real targets are 
left unharmed; 45% say economic sanctions can help influence governments to 
make the changes we want. 
Party: Democrats: 32150, Republicans: 47/48, Independents: 43/41 

Too Expensive 
37% say that economic sanctions are too expensive to the American economy, 
costing billions in lost exports and lost jobs. 53% say that economic sanctions 
hurt the other country more, and are necessary to influence their policies. 
Party: Democrats: 39/53, Republicans: 33/54, Independents: 37/53 
Habitat: City: 31/56, Suburb: 28/64, Rural: 50/39 

Reform of US Sanction Policy 
There is currently legislation in Congress that would reform US sanctions policy 
so that economic sanctions are reviewed more often and become more effective. 
77/15% would support/oppose this policy. 

77% support (43% strongly + 34% somewhat) 
15% oppose (5% strongly + 10% somewhat) 

Party: Democrats: 78/12, Republicans:79120, Independents: 78/14 
Habitat: City: 76114, Suburb: 74/17, Rural: 82116 
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I porus Proposals 

(Small Sample size - gathering more sample to break down by party) 

I am' going to read you a list'of proposals President Clinton could' ·M.ueh- . Morel 
announce this summer. Please tell meifthis.proposal would'c '. t·,.: 'More', Less": 

. make you mue/:l.more 'favorable, 'someVtlhat morefavorable;;': c,"-Fav',o Fav·.';'P 
somewhat lessfayorable'or Q1ueh less.favorable towards' " .~ . 

.. . ., 
", 

President Clinton?" . '.;,.", .; .~, .' ,:. .- .. .. . ',' . 
,-:- . i , '. - ,'-

Challenge the gun industry to get a child-proof gun on the market by I 57 78/18 
the year 2000. 
Give American families that care for chronically ill elderly relatives a tax; 56 83/11 
credit for long term care 
Announce policies to fight stalking II 56 90/3 
Approve more statewide Children's Health Insurance Programs, which / 55 88/9 
provides health insurance for uninsured children. 
Expand anti-gang measures; which include anti-truancy, school, 55 97/1 
violence and crime intervention measures; and after-school programs 
to keep kids off the streets 
Require gun dealers to post signs warning gun purchasers about their 53 73/18 
responsibility to keep guns away from children. 
Announce new grants to cities to hire more police, including funding 53 90/10 
targeted to fighting the use of highly addictive and dangerous drugs 
Release a guide to give strategies to reduce school violence by 52 86/12 
responding to early warning signs of troubled youth to schools and 
parents 
Participate in a School Construction and Smaller Class Size Day with 51 84/15 
parents and community leaders to help rebuild and renovate local 
public schools. 
Call for the business community's to continue their efforts in the 50 91/9 
successful School-to-Work Program which provides apprenticeship 
programs for students to give them job skill 
Develop and spread new technologies that enable people with 47 83/10 
disabilities to live and work more easily 
Appropriate higher salaries and greater benefits for teachers in order to 47 76/17 
attract and retain good teachers 
Directs the Department of Education to produce guidelines for schools 46 71/20 
on how to fire bad teachers 
Encourage private long-term care insurance since millions of American 46 79/14 
families care for chronically ill elderly relatives which places a strain on 
families. 
Enhance the Welfare-to-Work Program by allowing states to extend 46 72/23 
Medicaid to more low-income two-parent families who work more than 
100 hours a month. 
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