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**Nobody here said, ' Oh, great idea,™ said Karie Dozer,
spokeswoman for Grant's office. *'I'm trying to think of anything we
didn't have concerns about.”

The proposal would require ground-breaking levels of binational
cooperation at 8 time when relations between the United States and
Mexico have sunk over drug trafficking concerns. It also comes as the

governors of Arizona and Sonora, the Mexican state across the border,

face troubles of their own. .
. Sonora Gov. Manlio Fabio Beltrones Rivera recently was named in
the New York Times as a collaborator with Mexican drug lords. The
governor has denounced the report and denied the allegations.
Symington faces a May 13 criminal trial in U.S. District Court in
Phoenix on 23 felony counts, including bank fraud and extortion,
related to real estate deals. He not only maintains his innocence, but
last week declared he is ** charging forward" to run for re-election in
1995.
The idea of an Arizona prison in Mexico, in part, grew out of
ﬁumnmmthmstmgmuwgovanmglhecxchnngeofpnm
officials said.

That process, according to state documents, is ** quite cumbersome,”

and not suited for large numbers of inmates. State officials also could
not be assured that the prisoners handed over to Mexico for
incarceration would not simply be set free, Heiler said.

. Arizona officials envision a privately operated prison that could
house most of the state's 1 ,600 undocumented immigrants serving
time for felonies. Violent criminals, such as those convicted of rape,
murder or armed robbery, would be ineligible to serve their sentences
in Mexico.

Currently, undocumented immigrants in prison face immediate
deportation upen release.

Arizona officials paint the proposal in glowing terms that would
benefit all parties. Arizona taxpayers would pay less; while the state's
prison overcrowding problem would be erased. And Mexican cities,
much like rural towns across America, might clamor for a new prison
as a job-producing, nonpolluting industry, ‘

The bid-winning private prison company would establish itself **in
a new arena which has poteatial for rapid growth and expansion,”
according to the state’s request for information.

Even the Mexican inmates would benefit, the document said. They
would be closer to family, all the guards would speak Spanish, and
they would be jailed in a *'more culturally compatible environment "

Just what is meant by ** culturally compatible™ has some critics
worried, however, since Mexico is known for notoricus prisons.

A few years ago, Amnesty International publicized methods of
torture widely used in Mexico. The list included electric shocks,
beatings and * Tehuacanazo,” the method of pouring carbonated
water, usually mixed with chili powder, into a subject's nostrils.

Mexico continues to hold a place on the State Department's list of|
human rights violators, in part because of prison practices. Mexi
human rights activists regularly prod authorities for better conditi
1o hittle avail,

Ronald Lee, a Jerome, Ariz., lawyer, spent five days in Mexican
custody this month after he tried to cross the border with his wife. He
forgot about an old hunting rifle in utility box of his pickup, and ran
afoul of Mexico's strict prohibition on arms.

The experience was hellish, according to his wife, Joan.

**He said there was human excrement on the walls and floor, and

dirty toilet paper on the walls,” she said of the first cell he occupied.

**It was dark. There was no light™ ™ ~

Arizona officials insist that any U.S.-run prison would have to
uphold basic inmate rights required under U.S. law.

**This prison would be basically a microcosm of an American
prison,” said John Kohl, manager of private prison contracts in the
state Department of Corrections. **It would just happen to be
operating south of the border.”

A visit to the federal and state prison in Nogales, Mexico, makes a
melding of the two systems hard to imagine. A hulking building of
flaking concrete, the prison i3 guarded by men who appear barely out
of their teens. Wearing civilian clothes, they slouch against dusty
railings with automatic weapons slung over their shoulders. A few
guards the only oncs prison authorities would allow photographed
are able to afford uniforms.

Here, prisoners are allowed visits by wives, parents, children and
other relatives. Most rely on relatives for food and clothing, lawyers
farniliar with Mexico say.

Inside an office with a bjond-wood desk, pale pancling and
flickering bare florescent lights, Director Gonzalo Perez Ascolani
displays a Rambo-style studio photograph of himself, bsre-chﬁted
and with long, flowing hair, next to another whe

e —

mﬂmmesnhﬂ-
During an interview, hcmmtetedprofanmea.scoldedhnsmcmy

and slammed an incessantly ringing telephone. He declined to give a

‘ tour of the facility, calling it, **too dangerous.”

But the prospect of 8 Yankee-owned prison in Mexico brightened

**In our country, there's a Constitution and our country has its own
laws," hesaid.“ldm'tthmklt'sposm‘blethatanAmcanpnm
could operste in Mexican territory."

Back on the U.S. side, the proposal has similarly brought laughs.
That an indicted governor is pushing for a trans-border prison has
some suggesting scenic Jocations such as Acapuleo.

“*‘Maybe, he wants to be incarcerated in Mexico," said Andy
Siiverman, a law professor at the University of Arizona.

Not so fast, said Symington chief of staff Heiler, insisting that the
notion of an Arizona prison in Mexico will gain public approval,
regardless of ill-mannered ** carping” from critics.

**I'm quite confident, so long as there was a reasonable assurance of
security, that the public would be overwhelmingly in support of it," he
said. "' The idea makes sense to anyone who has common sense.”
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