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RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: Christa Robinson ( CN=Christa Robinson/OU=OPD/O=EOP [ OPD ] ) 

CREATION DATE/TIME:11-AUG-1997 20:23:52.00 

SUBJECT: welfare briefing 

TO: Laura Emmett ( CN=Laura Emmett/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Cynthia A. Rice ( CN=Cynthia A. Rice/OU=OPD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD] ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Elena Kagan ( CN=Elena Kagan!OU=OPD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD ] ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

CC: April K. Mellody ( CN=April K. Mellody/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

CC: Julia M. Payne ( CN=Julia M. Payne/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO I ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
==================== ATTACHMENT 1 ==================== 
ATT CREATION TIME/DATE: 0 00:00:00.00 

TEXT: 
Unable to convert ARMS_EXT: [ATTACH.D11]MAIL463B3722F.216 to ASCII, 

The following is a HEX DUMP: 

FF57504356050000010A020100000002050000007A210000000200003934CB7D7BECDD197B2C61 
B2C432BB3B4965E9254AOE4FB6460AEE2BCOA4B773404BDE66A02ED7CB5DC7F236A999BF420336 
C99FB3AA44D5262BOA3B6A37A5C54F465E41DAFBD2EC4EAB34F390F4F95D29CACDOBAAEBADEB1B 
07DB2662170165FOC62AB459C7E3AOABC1CD9AC477744935ADECF2B1AC03DBDECCB1D2AAA627E6 
D84615EEF2E6CA74BAECE7F33526BC6AAB93BF16BB7AC2074AAAOBA3BAA419D9B4FBOB43B1BB03 
005079FA13EE22FB57E53AC24AOC957BFBB9BBB026754A64749AFED7012A95C125B307ED44EB1D 
BD417B7DFOF5ECOABFFE46749B56CBFB12B66135F1E616FDB231ABAC9122F5F393759994C02288 
CD93 4 23E1BFB4 62A2 9F3 3BB9AD2 F4.DB 7 7 3 BA9 9E3 07 4D3A53 9E5B10B1 ODACA3 3 C2 6F7C32 0 02DB 9C 
4B328E5C9AB51113F4EE282CB264B40DD267F55D2C1DA6CF5DFBA7451676B69DC08CEEF2A78D40 
275CABFBFFOD4D417B31160CF07DC2ABEB42D7A1BC596FB565259D5BA91BCBE8402375AC2B33EE 
AB4E3264C71B9E123ABC91CA3A4A39DD27ADOFB34ED6A47293ECB50372B2F7FC04F632B362DFDO 
OA511D374B7D25FCD1C2432FECBBD1A1111FAF20E927BB9067BCECOCFB7CCOA2A1B1DF94F57AD5 
F8539A071C941CB6DDFBB511DB7AE3A291C7AEFBOEBDAOE4993EOE3666F991720E94B2DAD36E5A 
43F6BB7E7402000COOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOB23010000000B010000AB020000005511000000 
4EOOOOOOB303000009250100000006000000010400000B30020000002B00000007040000081601 
000000320000002F0400000055070000004E000000610400000B770100000040000000AF040000 
08340100000014000000EF0400000B02010000000F000000030500000B05010000000B00000012 
0500000055090000003C0000001A050000009B430061006E006EOO6F006E0020004C0042005000 
2D003400200020004C006F00630061006COOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO000000000000000000000000 
00000000000000000000000000000057494E53504F4F4COOOOOOOO00E0019001CB0090019001C8 
00E001900130000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 
000000000000000B0100002800D61EC30F3908000011090000005A000B01008B14360054006900 
6D006500730020004E0065007700200052006F006D0061006E00200052006500670075006C0061 
00720000000000000000000100020058020100000004002BOOOOOO000000000000000000000000 
00000000011202002400A1000000A100000043003A005C00500052004F00470053005C00570050 
005C005300540041004E0044004100520044002E0057005000540000002800C8196B10480DOOOO 
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WELFARE TO WORK EVENT 

DATE: August 12, 1997 
LOCATION: Mid.Tec Warehouse, St. Louis, Missouri 
BRIEFING TIME: 10:00 am - 10:30 am 
EVENT TIME: 10:40 am - 12:00 am 

FROM: Bruce Reed 

1_ PURPOSE 

To celebrate the one year anniversary of the welfare law by announcing a new decline in 
welfare caseloads and highlighting the success of the Welfare to Work Partnership in 
mobilizing businesses within st. Louis to hire welfare recipients into the workforce. 

II. BACKGROUND 

You will be making remarks in an old warehouse building that Mid.Tec is currently 
renovating into a training facility that will train unemployed people in high-skilled 
manufacturing jobs. Mid.Tec recently moved from the suburbs to this inner-city site (in 
a federal enterprise community) to help rebuild an inner-city neighborhood and move 
closer to a pool of unemployed people who can be trained to fill job vacancies. Prior to 
your speech you will briefly tour the training facility. 

At this event you will announce that welfare caseloads have dropped by 3.4 million since 
you took office (a 24% decline) and 1.4 million since you signed the welfare law last 
year. The 3.4 million drop is the largest decrease in the welfare rolls in history. While 
you have been President, 48 out of 50 states have seen their caseloads decline, and ten 
states have reduced their rolls by more than 40%. As a result, the percentage of the total 
population on the welfare rolls is the lowest since 1970. 

You will also underscore the critical role of the private sector in welfare reform by 
praising the over 300 bi-state St. Louis region companies that are committing to hire 
and retain welfare recipients without displacing current workers. St. Louis is the 
first of 12 "City to City" challenges the Welfare to Work Partnership is launching. 
Over the next year, the Partnership will work closely with community and business 
leaders in 12 high- poverty cities to help promote innovative and effective welfare to 
work initiatives. Nationally, the Welfare-to-Work Partnership, has received 
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pledges from over 800 companies since it was founded in May. 

Also at today's event, the Partnership will unveil several new tools to help 
companies that want to hire workers from the welfare rolls: a toll free hotline 
(1-888-USA-JOBl) and a web site (www.welfaretowork.org) to link companies to 
public and private sector welfare reform information; a guide for companies hiring 
welfare recipients, Blueprint for Business: Reaching a New Work Force, prepared 
with the National Alliance of Business; and radio and print public service 
announcements that highlight the benefits to companies of hiring welfare recipients 
and encourage companies to join the Partnership. 

III. PARTICIPANTS 

Briefing Participants: 
Bruce Reed 

Event Participants: 
Mayor Clarence Harman 
Representative Gephardt 
Senator Bond 
Governor Carnahan 
Barry Corona, Chairman of Mid.Tec and owner of Production Products 
Robert Shapiro, President and CEO of Monsanto 

Also Seated on Stage: 
Two former welfare recipients. 
Eli Segal 
County Executive 

*Secretary Shalala, Secretary Herman, and Secretary Alvarez will be seated in the 
front row. 

IV. PRESS PLAN 

Open Press. 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

- Upon arrival, you will briefly tour the training facility. 
- You will then meet and greet the stage participants in a holding room. 
- Mayor Clarence Harmon will announce you and the participants onto the stage. 
- Robert Shapiro, CEO of Monsanto will make brief remarks. 
- Congressman Gephardt will make brief remarks. 
- Senator Bond will make brief remarks. 



- Governor Mel Carnahan will make brief remarks_ 
- Barry Corona will make brief remarks and introduce you. 
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- You will make remarks, work a ropeline, and then proceed into the holding room. 
- You will briefly meet 25 representatives from St. Louis companies pledging to hire 

welfare recipients, and then depart. 

VI. REMARKS 

Remarks Provided by Terry Edmonds in Speechwriting. 
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RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: Andrew J. Mayock ( CN=Andrew J. Mayock/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO 1 ) 

CREATION DATE/TIME:11-AUG-1997 13:05:00.00 

SUBJECT: notes from meeting 

TO: David S. Beaubaire ( CN=David S. Beaubaire/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Emil E. Parker ( CN=Emil E. Parker/OU=OPD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Katherine Hubbard ( CN=Katherine Hubbard/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: James T. Edmonds ( CN=James T. Edmonds/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Robert B. Johnson ( CN=Robert B. Johnson/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Mickey Ibarra ( CN=Mickey Ibarra/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Richard Socarides ( CN=Richard Socarides/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Laura Emmett ( CN=Laura Emmett/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Ann F. Walker ( CN=Ann F. Walker/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Ellen M. Lovell ( CN=Ellen M. Lovell/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP ['WHO 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Thurgood Marshall Jr ( CN=Thurgood Marshall Jr/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Robert N. Weiner ( CN=Robert N. Weiner/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Richard L. Hayes ( CN=Richard L. Hayes/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Bob J. Nash ( CN=Bob J. Nash/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Elena Kagan ( CN=E1ena Kagan/OU=OPD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Kevin S. Moran ( CN=Kevin S. Moran/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Judith Winston 
READ: UNKNOWN 

Judith Winston @ ed.gov @ inet [ UNKNOWN 1 ) 

TO: Ananias Blocker III ( CN=Ananias Blocker III/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO 1 ) 
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READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Joseph P. Lockhart ( CN;Joseph P. Lockhart/OU;WHO/O;EOP @ EOP [ WHO l ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Carolyn Curiel ( CN;Carolyn Curiel/OU;WHO/O;EOP @ EOP [ WHO l ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Beverly J. Barnes ( CN=Beverly J. Barnes/OU=WHO/O;EOP @ EOP [ WHO l ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Lynn G. Cutler ( CN;Lynn G. Cutler/OU;WHO/O;EOP @ EOP [ WHO l ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Doris O. Matsui ( CN=Doris o. Matsui/OU=WHO/O;EOP @ EOP [ WHO l ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Betty W. Currie ( CN=Betty W. Currie/OU;WHO/O;EOP @ EOP [ WHO l ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Cheryl D. Mills ( CN;Cheryl D. Mills/OU;WHO/O;EOP @ EOP [ WHO l ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Ann F. Lewis ( CN=Ann F. Lewis/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO l ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Jose Cerda III ( CN=Jose Cerda III/OU=OPD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD l ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Minyon Moore ( CN=Minyon Moore/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO l ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Tracey E. Thornton ( CN=Tracey E. Thornton/OU=WHO/O;EOP @ EOP [ WHO l ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Janet Murguia ( CN=Janet Murguia/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO l ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Dawn M. Chirwa ( CN=Dawn M. Chirwa/OU=WHO/O;EOP @ EOP [ WHO l ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Susan M. Liss ( CN=Susan M. Liss/O=OVP @ OVP [ UNKNOWN l ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Rob wexler 
READ: UNKNOWN 

Rob wexler @ ed.gov @ inet [ UNKNOWN l ) 

TO: Sylvia M. Mathews ( CN;Sylvia M. Mathews/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO l ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
---------------------- Forwarded by Andrew J. Mayock/WHO/EOP on 08/11/97 
01:04 PM ---------------------------

Michele Cavataio 
08/11/97 11:14:49 AM 
Record Type: Record 
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To: Andrew 
cc: Audrey 
Subject: 

Hi Andrew, 

J. Mayock/WHO/EOP 
M. Hutchinson/PIR/EOP 
notes from meeting 

I did not have the mail list for the people who attended Saturday's 
meeting so I was hoping you could forward a copy of the notes to them. 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; ATTACHMENT 1 ;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 
ATT CREATION TIME/DATE: 0 00:00:00.00 

TEXT: 
Unable to convert ARMS_EXT: [ATTACH.D41]MAIL47377422E.216 to ASCII, 

The following is a HEX DUMP: 

Page 3 of 13 

FFS750438BOB0000010A020100000002050000002A5C000000020000E67492D29DB03D87F3791D 
A1S74S90DD67977F64A3707558DF3C7922B3D2DD0616E2F038E6425B2E46AOA3A808900812D8C3 
OEBE10E34E58692A252A4FEC6COADS43DD595C511E7EBADB882E6F4A11EOC4024D290B83DFODC5 
OSD490FCF5826C46570923908COCBF389900FSCFOl168El16044184BC990975623CC992D227F5B 
EEF8A3CE7BBEA807BBDE16A3FB4CF1D199DC09358628072496BCOO935C608B7A34432618B2E67B 
EAB17B6FD795B8D913SED81BF39A7AD9396148382768452014B3E8ACF3FEC80449D7C646FCD188 
2SF2A9F3100A1AD0703EB4FF7482D41E2A6797632C02055BEOB9891973D6A2997BBD0658DDCOC4 
B168C9SE7F904B4A708AODC00216574A54706E3128F598C715A8CE345DF5ABD6BFCEDD36139F6C 
6SSA7F61A5F140995E99EE955EDF91A22CA8405DE36BCD2BE29328F9838683D9781BB06E6168D5 
8BCAFC24EFFE69247E1CDBD54921ASE82C9113AF3E41F24CD0596C9C53319B1F61F7CCA09C2D87 
36B7E4459D9590D33B2C1BDB23FA732BA22596A8E30EC6A02EA04AO76333EF893133C4D2374644 
S7730FDA42C189B9607AF3C83B7502EF3DD24FB033A08926C217238A03652E6D45D1D7DD7D7B09 
B7941S039A75EE75DAF61BB193A7628B2D17B8D12E656F9099705EOF4208C59B9A1E2EF1D39E76 
7ACDEA272802001200000000000000000000000823010000000B010000FC020000005501000000 
4E0000000704000009250100000006000000550400000B300200000028000000SB040000093101 
0000006D000000830400000B307500000063000000F00400000B30720000007700000053050000 
08770100000040000000CA050000083401000000140000000A0600000802010000000F0000001E 
0600000B3006000000EF0000002D0600000B30090000008AOOOOOO1C0700000B3006000000DBOO 
0000A60700000B3006000000C7000000810800000B3006000000B4000000480900000608010000 
0024010000FC0900000931040000006B000000200B000000985COOSC0050004900520031005COO 
5000520049004EOOS4004500520033000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000057494E53504F4F4C00000000002C01F0002C 
012C012C012C012C01F00030000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 
000000000000000000000000000B0100002800D61EC30F390800001109000000SAOOOB01008B14 
3600540069006D006500730020004E0065007700200052006F006D0061006E0020005200650067 
0075006C0061007200000000000000000001000200580201000000040028000000000000000000 
00000000000000000000011202002400A1000000A10000000800060007000COOOOOOOFOOOEOOOD 
000B0023A4F80001030001030001330037003D00430049005100590061006700ADOOOOOOADOOOO 
0031002E00000061002E00000069002E0000002800310029000000280061002900000028006900 
2900000031002900000061002900000001000000040028000000000000003BOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
000000031F741B2400B4000000B4000000D4320E00030400A4F800010EOOD4DAOCOB0003010000 
OBOODA30DAODOA000300000AOODA2ED4330A000300000AOOD4E030OC0000000008070COOE00100 
0000040028000000000000004F0000000000000000000000031F617C2400B5000000B5000000EO 
300C0000000008070COOEOD4320E00030400A4F801010EOOD4DAOCOB00030100010BOODA61DAOD 
OA000300000AOODA2ED4330A000300000AOOD4E0301400000000600908072823080728231400EO 
OA0000000803010045000903010002000A0302007B030B03010002000C03020002000D03010045 
000E03010002000F0302001700100301004S001103010002005957AD2000000000000000000000 
00000000031F08337C0078000102000011030000030100000004002800000000000000C7000000 
0000000000000000031F2DBC2400BBOOOOOOBBOOOOOOE0300COOOO000008070COOEOE030140000 
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Getting started 
1. 5 goals: 

a. Articulate the President's vision of a just, unified America 
b. Educate all Americans about the facts of race 
c. Promote a constructive dialogue 
d. Encourage leadership 
e. Identify and disseminate solutions 

2. study-dialogue-action 

3. Need a common language to build one America / can we agree on shared values? 
a. common ground 
b. opportunity 
c. family 
d. race has impeded building of one America 

Measures of success 
1. Nation is better educated 

a. Number of blacks in the US is not 50 percent 
b. Percentage of minorities in America is changing so that there will be no majority 

race in a few decades 
c. Discrimination exists 

2. Judicial system 
a. Vigorously enforce civil rights' laws/ commit adequate resouces 
b. Tie federal funds to training 

3. Education system 
a. Broad support for testing 
b. What kind of public education system do we want? Consider resources, access. 
c. Admission's criteria -- how to help schools measure all characteristics of a 

candidate and value diversity 
d. Quality education at lower levels ensures qualified students in the pipeline 

Dialogue 
1. Don't let debate focus only on affirmative action 

a. We need to treat the symptoms until we cure the disease, but we also need to 
focus on the disease. 

2. Debate should move us to acknowledge racial tensions in our history 
3. Debate should move from English only to English plus 
4. Difference between prejudice which is a belief and racism which is acting on prejudice 
5. America needs to agree on common values / aspirations 

1 
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6. We need to educate Americans on the facts e.g. why are there haves and have nots? 
What are impediments to equal opportunity? 

7. Recognize that not everyone will be starting in the same place 
8. Should group membership include people from different races in proportion to 

population? 
a. What adjustments do we need to bring about this result? 

. 9. Helpful to understand what majority thinks. 
a. Whites don't recognize their own privelege 
b. Where do poor whites fit in the discussion? 

Outcomes 
1. Is the nation better educated about racism? 
2. Do they care? 
3. Are they willing to do something about it? 

Strategies for realizing outcomes 
1. Convince folks that diversity is important. Why? 

a. Enlightened self interest, globalization of the economy 
b. We don't have a person to waste 
c. Reality: whites aren't majority in the future 
d. Cost of discrimination (need to measure) 

2. Use the bully pulpit (President, Cabinet) 
3. Bring together CEOs from majority and minority communities 
4. Get kids to talk to each other 
5. Sponsor a Race for the Races - footrace before town meetings 
6. Identify what works and share this information broadly 
7. Involve public officials e.g. U.S. Conference of Mayors 
8. Involve the media 

a. Challenge networks to hold their own town meetings 
b. Create PSAs/ Network sponsorship of primetime PSAs 
c. Encourage commercials rather than lengthy specials 
d. Need to educate media, too 

9. Sponsor unity concerts 

Audience 
1. White soccer moms 
2. Internet users , . 

a. Email (85% has been very positive) 
b. Capture best practices on website 
c. Sponsor interactive dialogues 

3. Folks who aren't invested 
4. People who don't believe that racism exists 

a. Mystery shopper testing is a good way to demonstrate existence of racism 

2 
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5. Whites and other races - need to measure changes in attitudes 
6. Policy makers 
7. Corporate America -- believes in traditional meritocracy, need to broaden vision of what 

merit is 
8. Federal Government must model behavior 

a. E.g. military believes every person can achieve with adequate support! training 
b. How to respond to the culture of entitlement, especially for non-performers 

Concluding remarks 
1. Year long initiative needs to lay foundation for continued progress 
2. Need to narrow focus of initiative to concrete goals 

3 
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RECORD TYPE: PRESIDE~TIAL (NOTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: Cynthia A. Rice ( CN=Cynthia A. Rice/OU=OPD/O=EOP [ OPD I ) 

CREATION DATE/TIME:II-AUG-1997 17:28:44.00 

SUBJECT: FLSA Meeting --

TO: Elena Kagan ( CN=Elena Kagan/OU=OPD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD I ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

CC: Laura Emmett ( CN=Laura Emmett/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO I ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
Elena -- you asked me to set up an FLSA strategy meeting for Wednesday. 

We've tried to invite Seth Harris and Geri Palast, but both are on 
vacation this week. 

Should we hold it without DOL? 
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RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: William R. Kincaid ( cN=william R. Kincaid/OU=OPD/O=EOP [ OPD 1 ) 

CREATION DATE/TIME:II-AUG-1997 14:37:34.00 

SUBJECT: Summary of Johnston County, N.C. Testing Case 

TO: Elena Kagan 
READ: UNKNOWN 

CN=Elena Kagan/OU=OPD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD 1 ) 

TEXT: 
For tomorrow's meeting from OCR at ED 
---------------------- Forwarded by William R. Kincaid/OPD/EOP on 08/11/97 
02:21 PM ---------------------------

Kelly_Saunders @ ed.gov 
08/11/97 01:30:00 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: William R. Kincaid 
cc: 
Subject: Summary of Johnston County, N.C. Testing Case 

Here's more info. I'll see you tomorrow. 

Subject: 
Author: 
Date: 

Forward Header 

Summary of Johnston County, N.C. Testing Case 
Lilian Dorka 
8/11/97 11:43 AM 

This is from Roger Mills in Atlanta, about the North 
Carolina testing case. 

Howie 
SUMMARY OF JOHNSTON COUNTY, N.C. TESTING CASE 

I. What are the tests involved? 

They are state-wide tests of the North Carolina Department 
of Public Instruction. There are two series. One is called 
"End-of-Grade Tests, Reading Comprehension and Mathematics." 
The other is "End-of-Course Tests, Algebra I, Biology, 
Economic, Legal & Political Systems, English I, U.S. 
History. " 

II. How are they implemented? 

The Johnson County Board of Education Policy Code 842, 
"Student Accountability for Academic Achievement," adopted 
June 18, 1996, provides in part: 

"Students in grades 3-8 who score at an Achievement Level of 
less than III during the end of year administration of the 
End-of-Grade tests in reading or math will be retained." 
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"Students enrolled in high school courses with state 
required End-of-Course mUltiple choice tests who meet all 
other requirements for receiving course credit, will receive 
credit only if they achieve a grade of 70 or better on the 
End-of-Course test as determined by the state's scoring 
program. " 

"Exceptional children enrolled in high school courses will 
be held to the same standards as all other students who are 
enrolled for diploma course credit." 

"Limited English Porficiency (LEP) students enrolled in high 
school courses will be held to the same standards as all 
other students who are enrolled for diploma course credit." 

III. What is wrong with the application of this policy to 
students? 

Plaintiffs' expert, Richard Jaeger, Director of the Center 
for Educational Research and Evaluation of the University of 
North Carolina at Greensboro, states in an affidavit: 

1. There is no evidence the End-of-Grade Tests validly 
predict the ability of students to succeed the following 
school grade. The district improperly makes promotion 
decisions on the basis of a single test score. 

2. The policy's implementation has a statistically 
significant adverse impact upon minority students. While 
about 72% of the county's white students pass End-of-Grade 
tests, only about 44% of its Hispanics and only about 40% of 
black students do. A similar adverse impact results from 
administration of the End-of-Course tests. 

3. The procedures used to comput the cut off scores were 
not documented. 

4. While the State estimated reliability using internal 
consistency, the use made of the test by the county requires 
alternate forms of reliability. Using an alternate form, he 
estimates that for 1 out of 3 students, the difference 
between the student's observed test score and his true test 
score is at least one standard error of measurement. The 
tests should not be used to retain individual students. 

5. When students are retained, they do not succeed, 
compounding the problem. 

IV. what is the legal basis for challenging the action? 

A. Title VI 
The practice violates the regulation implementing Title VI 
at 34 C:F.R. Section 100.3(b) (2) [criteria or methods of 
administration having a discriminatory effect] because 
neither the test content nor the cut off scores have 
been validated for individual assessment and because less 
discriminatory alternatives exist for deciding promotion. 

Page 2 of3 
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B. Due Process Clause {Substantive} 
Use of the test score in determining promotion is not 
rationally related to any legitimate or substantial 
governmental interest, including the board's purpose of 
"insuring student success." The use of the test score as 
the sole criterion is arbitrary and unreasonable in 
violation of the due process clause of the Fourt.eenth 
Amendment. 

C. Due Process Clause {Procedural} 
State law gives students a property interest in promotion 
when course performance is satisfactory, and while studnets 
have complied with these requirements, they have been 
dentied this property interest without adequate notice, or 
adequate review procedure, and with a waiver process that is 
arbitrarily administered. 

D. Equal Protection Clause 
Students are classified by test score alone, making 
distinctions {pass/retain} that have no rational basis and 
are unrelated to any legitimate or substantial governmental 
interest. 

E. Section 504 
Students with disabilities are not provided reasonable 
modifications when the tests are administered. 

--Roger 

==================== ATTACHMENT 1 ==================== 
ATT CREATION TIME/DATE: 0 00:00:00.00 

TEXT: 
RFC-822-headers: 
Received: from conversion.pmdf.eop.gov by PMDF.EOP.GOV {PMDF V5.0-4 #6879} 
id <0IIMBD52APWG004T3D@PMDF.EOP.GOV> for kincaid_w®al.eop.gov; Mon, 
11 Aug 1997 13:40:42 -0400 {EDT} 

Received: from storm.eop.gov {storm.eop.gov} 
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by PMDF.EOP.GOV {PMDF V5.0-4 #6879} id <0IIMBD4ZVWWG004XGI@PMDF.EOP.GOV> for 
. kincaid_w@al.eop.gov; Mon, 11 Aug 1997 13:40:38 -0400 {EDT} 
Received: from vader.ed.gov {[165.224.216.253]} 

by STORM.EOP.GOV {PMDF V5.1-7 #6879} 
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Received: from smtpgwyl.ed.gov {smtpgwyl.ed.gov [165.224.216.37]} 
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11 Aug 1997 13:40:36 -0400 

================== END ATTACHMENT 1 ================== 



, ., ARMS Email System Page 1 of 10 

RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: Cynthia A. Rice ( CN;Cynthia A. Rice/OU;OPD/O;EOP [ OPD 1 ) 

CREATION DATE/TIME:11-AUG-1997 08:55:23.00 

SUBJECT: Draft Q&As for Tomorrow--please review 

TO: Elena Kagan ( CN;Elena Kagan/OU;OPD/O;EOP @ EOP [ OPD 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Christa Robinson ( CN;Christa Robinson/OU;OPD/O;EOP @ EOP [ OPD 1 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Bruce N. Reed ( CN;Bruce N. Reed/OU;OPD/O;EOP @ EOP [ OPD 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

CC: Elisabeth Stock ( CN;Elisabeth Stock/O;OVP @ OVP [ UNKNOWN 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

CC: Laura Emmett 
READ: UNKNOWN 

CC: Diana Fortuna ( CN;Diana Fortuna/OU;OPD/O;EOP @ EOP [ OPD 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
Christa -- please run these questions by the press office, see if they 

want to add some. Also, can you see if political affairs is okay with my 
Gephardt responses and/or if they are writing their own Q&A on the 
subject? Thanks.;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; ATTACHMENT 1 ;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 
ATT CREATION TIME/DATE: 0 00:00:00.00 

TEXT: 
Unable to convert ARMS_EXT: [ATTACH.D901MAIL47134322Q.216 to ASCII, 

The following is a HEX DUMP: 

FF5750435C030000010A020100000002050000005F5400000002000092939A6FEFF654BBEA13FC 
8360CE193FE5867E55EOOC826BD4D99B58FD37199B24D58D34644ADO68291B7FB5B7ABBD914E73 
EEE886A64020B62E89D54FC83C18E535910073AC1AD88A60C07EDF49512D3F4F671BE2FFCEA491 
7Bl1871833C103171120ADC4FB89CF4AFF387232E9AAD7113COB9792F557FC7C9A545EB03A1716 
30BEDC8D7EF1E7383EF7ACBA7214786EEB3607EB2D243092399998D5EF4D765B33F41B8D8A54DA 
4FOA747EB56D5E37FOCD7CBD9B7A91C3B77D030AA339DEB992C75AF4DA208FF548DB73015C3694 
Dl18FA11003561732FFF809EC54FC4A43981405ED120BEBODCEAC5OAA302556A019B52E2E8FCD8 
7BOEAF5219AA9F69422FF8926F1EC37F895DDC36FEA8DE699DC987B25054871C44EB293ED454A2 
8E7F32F81840B2FF282245C4C5B6287C8848E39B4CC06DEOOBC9585DD8768A55CF9BCFF682D8F4 
781FCF6506D2F41A850D3E60A3B86429D3A951F91A98FDC04F12A15EF9CA74FD3BDEBEF267C605 
B9DEA3ECD2ABEF3552E13B8642F0937247194D638FC55AAFBE43EE82E09441BA17DD9173D3CC56 
BB178DB64B3E616A20625D78A4CA3AC3BC6772E111E39B9264C7B9164AD3BB5DC77ACE444E4BB2 
4EDAD671F495CE71B7FC482619232D6785095655B0330BD30188F9D17FDOFF1A82DAF6E3B01638 
90588CC82102000800000000000000000000000055010000004EOO000070020000092501000000 
06000000BE02000008020100000010000000C40200000B300200000034000000D4020000081D01 
000000000000000803000008770100000040000000080300000834010000001400000048030000 
2800D61EC30F3908000011090000005AOOOB01008B143600540069006D006500730020004E0065 
007700200052006F006D0061006E00200052006500670075006COO610072000000000000000000 
01000100580208337C00510001020000870000000100010000000400280000000COOOOOOOOOOOO 
0000000000000000000112A4542400A1000000A1000000D3050COO00010000000COOD30AOOOOOO 
7E00020002007F0002005B00800001005500810001004400820001005100830001005600840001 
00560085000100440086000100170087000100560072A8F9220000000000000000000000000000 
0000DDOA1000830104000300A454211000DDD3050C000001000000OCOOD3DDOBOB00030000040B 
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About the President's Speech 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

What announcements did the President make today? 

Today, the President highlighted the success of welfare refonn nearly one year 
after signing the welfare law, announcing that caseloads have declined by almost 
3.4 million or 24 percent since he took office and sharing how the new balanced 
budget will continue this progress. The President also noted the continuing 
success of the Welfare to Work Partnership, which now includes over 500 
businesses and today launched a toll-free hotline and web page to help companies 
all across the nation hire people off welfare. Finally, the President praised the 
public-private partnership growing in st. Louis, where over [200] companies have 
accepted his challenge to hire welfare recipients. 

The President often uses the decline in welfare caseloads as a measure of 
the success of welfare reform. Isn't the decline due mainly to the good 
economy? 

Welfare caseloads are the best measure we have right now to measure the 
success of welfare refonn. According to a May report by the Council of 
Economic Advisors (CEA) over 40 percent of the reduction in the welfare rolls 
can be attributed to the strong economic growth during the Clinton 
Administration, nearly one-third can be attributed to waivers granted to states to 
test innovative strategies to move people from welfare to work, and the rest is 
attributed to other factors -- such as the Clinton Administration's priorities to 
increase the Earned Income Tax Credit, strengthen child support enforcement, and 
increase funding for child care. 

The President said in his speech that ten states have cut their rolls by over 
40% in the last 4 years. Which states are these? 

The ten states that the President was referring to are Indiana, Massachusetts, 
Mississippi, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Wisconsin, and Wyoming. Wyoming's caseload has declined by 68% and 
Wisconsin's by 54%. (See attached state-by-state table and map.) 

How much caseload reduction has occurred in Missouri? 

The welfare rolls have declined by 27 percent in Missouri since January 1993, 



Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 
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Hex-Dump Conversion 
slightly higher than the national average of 24 percent. 
How many people are now on the welfare rolls nationwide? 

10.7 million people were on the rolls in May 1997, down from 14.1 million in 
January 1993, a drop of3.4 million or 24 percent. 

How is it that we now have the lowest percentage of the population on 
welfare since 1970? 

According to HHS data, [] percent of the u.s. population was on welfare in May 
1997 -- that's 10.7 million people out of a total U.S. population of267 million. 
In 1970, the comparable figures were 8.5 million people on welfare out of a total 
U.S. population of205 million. 

How is it that this is the largest caseload decline in history? 

In no other comparable time period (4 years, 4 months) have the welfare rolls 
declined by as much as 3.4 million. 

The President noted that he signed welfare reform into law a year ago. 
What was the exact date? 

The President signed the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity 
Reconciliation Act into law on August 22, 1996, but he began to reform welfare 
even before then. Before making welfare reform the law of the land, the 
President had granted waivers to 43 states to so they could impose tough work 
requirements and time limits and provide incentives that made work pay better 
than welfare. With the new law, govemors have been able to expand these 
welfare reform waivers without having to petition Washington. 

The President said that balanced budget he signed into law last week t1xed 
what he promised to fIX when he signed the welfare reform law last August. 
What did he mean? 

When the President signed welfare reform into law last August, he said he 
thought the cuts in programs for legal immigrants and nutritional assistance -- cuts 
which "have nothing to do with the fundamental purposes of welfare reform" -
were "too deep" and he pledged to fix them. The new budget does that, by 
restoring over $12 billion [ check] in health and disability benefits for legal 
immigrants who were in the U.s. as oflast August and are receiving benefits or 
become disabled in the future. The new budget restores $1.5 billion in food 
stamps cuts, providing 235,000 work slots for able-bodied childless recipients 
who must work under the new law. The budget also ensures that 30,000 children 
losing SST because of the stricter new eligibility rules will keep their Medicaid 
coverage. 
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About Today's Program 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

How many of the companies at today's event in St. Louis have pledged to 
hire welfare recipients? How many welfare recipients have they agreed to 
hire? 

Approximately 200 company representatives will take part in today's activities. 
Most of these have already agreed to join the Welfare to Work Partnership 

and agreed to hire and retain at least one welfare recipient without displacing 
other workers. Some of the companies are here today to learn more and have not 
yet made a commitment. 

Who is speaking at today's program? 

Answer: [] 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

What is Mid.Tec? Why is the program being held there? 

Mid.Tec is a consortium of250 small-to medium sized manufacturers that 
provides machine training for specific jobs needed by the members to retain their 
global competitiveness. The training program targets low-income individuals 
and welfare recipients to train them for specific jobs on the plant floor. The 
program is being held at Mid.Tec because it symbolizes how hiring and training 
welfare recipients is good for business. Barry Corona, the chairman of the board 
ofMid.Tec, is an example of a small business owner making a difference in St. 
Louis' welfare to work effort. 

Has Barry Corona's company, Production Products, hired people from the 
welfare rolls? 

Yes. In fact [ ] who is introducing the President today, was a welfare 
recipient hired by Production Products. 

What has Monsanto done to help the welfare to work effort? Has the 
company hired any welfare recipients? 

As one of the five founding board member of the Welfare to Work Partnership, 
Monsanto CEO Robert Shapiro is helping lead the national business effort to help 
move people on public assistance to jobs in the private sector. We do not have 
information about how many welfare recipients Monsanto has itself hired; you'll 
have to ask the company representatives that question. 
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Question: 
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Why is today's event being held in Congressman Gephardt's district? 

St. Louis was chosen because of its growing public-private partnership around 
welfare reform. Mid.Tec, where the President will speak today, is in St. Louis 
but not actually in Congressman Gephardt's district (it's in Congressman Clay's). 

Does the fact the Congressman Gephardt is appearing with the President 
mean he's reconsidered his vote last year against the welfare reform bill the 
President signed into law last August? 

You'll have to ask the Congressman, but we have no indication that 
Congressman Gephardt has decided to endorse the welfare reform law. 

About the Welfare to Work Partnership 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

What is The Welfare to Work Partnership? 

The Partnership is a national, independent, nonpartisan effort of the business 
community launched in May 1997 to help move people on public assistance to 
jobs in the private sector. The Partnership concentrates on energizing the business 
community to hire and retain welfare recipients without displacement of existing 
workers. The Partnership provides information, technical assistance and support 
for businesses of all sizes and sectors, from all industries and from all areas of the 
country. 

How many companies across the nation have joined the Partnership? 

Approximately 500. 

What do the companies that join the Partnership pledge to do? 

In order to join the Welfare to Work Partnership, companies must either have 
hired or must pledge to hire at least one person from public assistance without 
displacing current employees. 

Why should businesses get involved in the Partnership or any type of 
welfare to work effort? 

Welfare to work is a solution that's smart for business. Many companies find it 
difficult to locate entry-level workers. By recruiting welfare recipients, companies 
can greatly enlarge their pool of potential entry-level workers. This is a 
non-traditional source of workers that companies have not actively recruited. Tax 
credits are available. In addition, companies hiring individuals from public 
assistance will promote the strengthening of families and the improvement of 
children's lives within their local communities. 
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Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

How can companies get involved? 
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Companies can sign up with the Partnership and/or get more information by 

the Partnership's toll-free hotline (1-888-USA-JOB1) or visiting its web site 
(www.welfaretowork.org), which are both being launched today. The 

will send any interested business its new guide to hiring and retaining welfare 
recipients, Blueprint for Business: Reaching a New Work Force. 

Why is the Partnership in St. Louis? 

The Partnership is launching its city to city challenge in St. Louis. Because 
jobs are created and filled at the community level, the Welfare to Work 
Partnership is pledging to visit at least six high poverty cities over the next 6 
months to strengthen each city's welfare to work infrastructure. In every city, the 
Partnership will recruit businesses to hire and retain welfare recipients and give 
them the technical assistance to do so. They will help city service providers 
improve the way they operate so they can provide businesses with work-ready 
welfare recipients. Finally, the Partnership will work with elected and appointed 
state and local officials to celebrate the city's efforts and ensure long-term 
changes. 

How many other cities have been targeted and what are they? 

The Partnership has targeted 13 additional cities as potential sites for their 
activities. Each has a high concentration of poverty and welfare receipt. Each 
also has some existing infrastructure to support welfare to work efforts yet could 
benefit from additional resources. Finally, each city has an identifiable champion 
that has a track record for innovative welfare to work practices. Possible cities 
include: Indianapolis, Baltimore, Columbus or Cleveland, Los Angeles, Chicago, 
Miami, Seattle, New York City, Detroit, San Antonio, Philadelphia, Denver, and 
Atlanta. 

Other Welfare Reform Issues 

Fair Labor Standards Act and Worker Protections 

Question: 

Answer: 

Why is the Administration undermining welfare reform by insisting that 
participants in workfare programs get the protections of the Fair Labor 
Standards Act (FLSA) and other employment laws? 

We believe that worker protection laws, such as the Fair Labor Standards Act, 
should apply to workfare participants in the same way they apply to other workers. 
If a workfare participant counts as an "employee" under these laws, then she 
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should get protection. No one doing real work should be paid a subminimum 
wage. 

And we believe that paying working welfare recipients the minimum wage and 
giving them other worker protections will promote, not undermine, the goals of 
welfare reform, because it will give them the ability to support their families and 
break the cycle of dependency. 

We will work with states to ensure that they can comply with this policy, without 
undue financial burden, while still meeting the welfare law's work requirements. 
Of course, if states place welfare recipients in private jobs, then the minimum 
wage already applies. And we are working to minimize costs associated with the 
application of employment laws to workfare participants in the following three 
ways: 

• Weare counting not only cash assistance, but also food stamps, toward the 
minimum wage. That means that every state but one (Mississippi) can 
provide most beneficiaries with 20 hours per week of work (the current 
work requirement) without increasing assistance payments. 

• In addition, the Labor Department will engage in extensive consultations 
with states on how to apply the FLSA and other laws with the least 
disruption. For example, states may with to consult with the Labor 
Department on whether they can structure workfare programs so that some 
recipients fall within the FLSA's exception for "trainees." 

• The Treasury Department is still exploring how FICA and FUTA apply to 
welfare recipients in workfare programs. We hope to be able to give 
states an answer to that question very shortly. And if necessary, we will 
support a narrow legislative fix exempting workfare participants from 
these tax laws. In fact, we made that offer to the Republicans during the 
balanced budget negotiations, but they turned it down. 

White House Hiring 

Question: 

Answer: 

In April, the White House pledged to hire six welfare recipients. 
Have any been hired·? 

Yes. The Executive Office of the President has already hired six welfare 
recipients. [Note that the original commitment that the "White House" would hire 
six people actually reflected the full Executive Office of the President, including 
OMB and the Office of Administration. To date, the White House has hired 3 
people, OMB has hired 2, and the Office of Administration has hired 1.] 
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Question: 

Answer: 

What is the Child Care Conference that the White House is planning? 

Last month, the President announced that he and the First Lady will host the 
first-ever White House Conference on Child Care on October 23, 1997. The 
conference will examine the strengths and weaknesses of child care in America 
and explore how our nation can better respond to the needs of working families 
for affordable, high quality child care. The conference builds on the Clinton 
Administration's long-standing commitment to increasing access to child care and 
ensuring child care quality. 

Welfare to Work Transportation 

Question: 

Answer: 

Was the President's welfare to work tranportation proposal enacted in the 
budget? 

No -- the President's proposal was never under consideration as part of the 
Balanced Budget Act; instead it's being considered as part of the reauthorization 
of the ISTEA transportation program. The President's $600 million, six-year 
competitive grant program would support new, flexible, innovative transportation 
services to help former welfare recipients get to work. 



ARMS Email System Page 1 of 1 

RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: Robert N. Weiner ( CN;Robert N. Weiner/OU;WHO/O;EOP [ WHO 1 ) 

CREATION DATE/TIME:II-AUG-1997 15:17:59.00 

SUBJECT: Gambling meeting 

TO: William P. Marshall ( cN;William P. Marshall/OU=WHO/O;EOP @ EOP [ WHO 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Elena Kagan ( CN=Elena Kagan/OU;OPD/O;EOP @ EOP [ OPD 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
Confirming our meeting on gambling in my office, OEOB 128, at 10 am, 
Tuesday, August 12. Paul Fishman, and perhaps David Ogeden will attend 
from DOJ. 



" - ARMS Email System Page 1 of7 

RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: Paul J. weinstein Jr. ( CN=Paul J. weinstein Jr./OU=OPD/O=EOP [ OPD 1 ) 

CREATION DATE/TIME:11-AUG-1997 17:36:01.00 

SUBJECT: See Attached Summary of Round II memo 

TO: Bruce N. Reed ( CN=Bruce N. Reed/OU=OPD/O=EOP [ OPO 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Elena Kagan ( CN=Elena Kagan/OU=OPO/O=EOP [ OPO 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Jose Cerda III ( CN=Jose Cerda III/OU=OPD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

CC: Ellen S. Seidman ( CN=Ellen S. Seidman/OU=OPO/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPO 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

CC: Emil E. Parker ( CN=Emil E. Parker/OU=OPO/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

CC: Charles R. Marr ( CN=Charles R. Marr/OU=OPD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

Thomas L. Freedman ( CN=Thomas L. Freedman/OU=OPO/O=EOP [ OPD 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

Mary L. Smith ( CN=Mary L. Smith/OU=OPD/O=EOP [ OPD 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
---------------------- Forwarded by Paul J. weinstein Jr./OPD/EOP on 
08/11/97 05:34 PM ---------------------------

Jonathan Weiss @ OVP 
08/11/97 11:43:00 AM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Paul J. weinstein Jr. 
cc: 
Subject: See Attached Summary of Round II memo 

Message Creation Date was at 11-AUG-1997 11:43:00 

Paul, think this'll be helpful. Per your suggestion, I sent Friday to VP 
(cced 
to Ron, Gene, Bruce) 

==================== ATTACHMENT 1 ==================== 
ATT CREATION TIME/DATE: 0 00:00:00.00 
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TYPE FILE 
NAME round2 

================== END ATTACHMENT 1 ================== 

==================== ATTACHMENT 2 ==================== 
ATT CREATION TIME/DATE: 0 00:00:00.00 

TEXT: 
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SUMMARY OF EMPOWERMENT ZONES IN BUDGET 

The Balanced Budget Agreement, signed into law by the President on August 5,1997, 
creates 22 additional Empowerment Zones (EZs). Two of these Zones are to be selected within 
180 days of August 5 (February 1, 1998) and 20 additional Zones are to be selected through a 
longer-term process. Since there are currently nine EZs, the creation of 22 additional EZs brings 
the new total number of EZs to 31. In general, the two additional Zones would receive a similar 
package oftax incentives offered to the first-round designees and the 20 additional Zones would 
receive a different set of tax benefits. The amount of direct grants that would be available is 
currently pending in the Congressional Appropriations process. 

As in the first round, communities will be challenged to develop their own 
comprehensive plans for revitalization, with the input of residents and a wide array of 
stakeholders. 

I. The 2 New Empowerment Zones (with "Round I" and other benefits) 

By February 1, 1998, the Secretary ofHUD will designate two additional urban EZs. 
These two EZs, beginning in the year 2000, will be eligible in the main for the full tax incentives 
offered to first-round EZ designees. This includes increased section 179 expensing, tax-exempt 
bond financing for capital costs and investment, and a wage tax credit (phasing out between the 
years 2005 and 2007) for up to $3,000 per employee for the cost of wages and training for 
employees who are Zone residents. The two EZs would also be able to access two new measures 
in the budget: 1) the Brownfie1ds tax incentive to allow clean-up costs paid or incurred before 
the year 2001 to be deducted immediately for tax purposes; and 2) the public-school renovation 
tax credit, which provides a $400 million per year credit allocated to states, over the next two 
years, for the renovation and equipping of qualified public schools (with any unused allocation 
carried forward to subsequent years). 

Communities that were designated in the first round as Supplemental Zones (Cleveland 
and Los Angeles) and current Enterprise Communities would be eligible to compete for the new 
designation, as would all other urban communities that met the EZ/EC poverty criteria. HUD 
will provide details on the selection process shortly. 

II. Additional 20 Empowerment Zones (with "Round II" benefits) 

The budget also includes a competition for a "second round" of20 EZ designations -- 15 
urban; 5 rural. These EZs will be eligible for the new Brownfields tax incentive and public 

school tax credit outlined above, special expensing of business assets, and qualification for 
private-activity bonds. The EZs can designate up to 2,000 acres of non-poverty area that can be 
eligible for the Brownfie1ds tax incentive and the special private activity bonds. 
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Communities eligible for the two additional Zones (but not designated as one ot the two 
Zones), as well as qualified rural communities and Indian Nations, would be eligible for the 
"second round" of 20 Zones. An interagency process will soon begin meeting to develop plans 
regarding the application process. 

III. New Benefits for AU EZs and ECs 

All 105 existing EZ and EC communities -- plus the 22 new EZs will be eligible for: 

• Brownfields Tax Incentive. All existing EZs and ECs and new EZs are eligible for 
this tax incentive, which will promote the clean-up and redevelopment of contaminated 
industrial sites. 

• Relaxed Eligibility Rules for Bonds and Expensing. All existing EZs and ECs and 
new EZs would benefit from relaxed eligibility rules, allowing a broader range of 
businesses to qualify for the special tax-exempt private-activity bonds and section 179 
expensing (179 expensing applies only to EZs), which will promote commercial 
investment. 

• Public-School Renovation Tax Credit. All existing EZs and ECs and new EZs are 
eligible for the public-school renovation tax credit, which will promote the creation of 
more rigorous schools and job-skilled youth. 

• Work Opportunity Tax Credit. All existing EZs and ECs and new EZs are eligible for 
the extension of this tax credit, which will enable employers (until June 30, 1998) to 
claim a $2, I 00 tax credit for hiring at-risk youth and other hard-to-employ residents. 

IV. New Benefits for "Round II" EZs 

The 20 additional EZs, in addition to the above benefits, will be eligible for: 

• Special Brownfields Tax Incentive. All new EZs are eligible for the enhanced 
Brownfields tax incentive, allowing designation of up to 2,000 acres of non-poverty, 
industrial acreage, which will be the focus of job creation for Zone residents. 

• Enhanced Private-Activity Bonds. All new EZs are eligible for $60-230 million in 
flexible private-activity bond authority, outside the state volume cap, to subsidize 
job-creation and business expansion in the Zone (including up to 2,000 acres of 
non-poverty acreage noted above). 

• Additional Section 179 Expensing. All new EZs are eligible for $20,000 in additional 
section 179 expensing of investments in capital and equipment (with liberalized 
eligibility rules noted above) in order to promote commercial investment. 
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The President's FY 1998 budget plan included approximately $1 billion for direct grants 
for new EZ designees over three years -- with $485 million targeted to 1998. FY 1998 . 
Appropriations bills for the Departments of Labor, Agriculture, and Housing and Urban 
Development are currently moving forward, and will likely reach Conference Committee in 
September. As it stands, given the current status of these bills, the range of funding available 
spans from $61 million (assuming absolute worst-possible case with Labor funding in view of 
the authorization provision noted below) to $382 million, with much more likelihood on the 
upside. 

Following is a specific breakdown of Agency requests: 

Dept. of Labor. DOL requested $250 million in FY 98 funding. The DOL Senate 
Appropriations bill provides for the full $250 million (specifically for "Opportunity Areas for 
Out-of-School Youth"), with this funding not available until October 1, 1998. The DOL House 
Appropriations bill provides for a $100 million in such funding, with such funding not available 
until July 1, 1999. Note that both bills currently include provisions that this funding cannot 
become available without authorizing legislation (this is clearly an intolerable provision that 
must be knocked out). 

Dept. of Agriculture. Agriculture requested $135 million in FY 98 funding. The 
Agriculture Senate Appropriations bill includes $61 million and the corresponding House 
Appropriations bill includes $82 million. 

Dept. of Housing and Urban Development. HUD requested $100 million in FY 98 
funding. The HUD Senate Appropriations bill includes $25 million and the corresponding 
House bill includes no funding. 
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PRESIDENT CLINTON HAILS SUCCESS OF WELFARE REFORM 
ONE YEAR AFTER SIGNING REFORM BILL INTO LAW 

August 12, 1997 DRAFT: 8/11/97 1:15 pm 

Today, the President highlighted the success of welfare reform nearly one year after signing the welfare 
law, announcing that caseloads have declined by almost 3.4 million or 24 percent since he took office and 
showing how the new balanced budget will continue this progress. The President also noted the 
continuing success of the Welfare to Work Partnership, which now includes over 800 businesses and 
which today launched a toll-free hotline, web page, and public service announcements to help companies 
all across the nation hire people off welfare. Finally, the President praised the public-private partnership 
growing in st. Louis region, where over 300 companies have accepted his challenge to hire welfare 
recipients. 

One Year Later: Welfare Reform is Working 
Today, one year after signing the welfare law, the President announced new statistics showing that the 
welfare caseload has fallen by 1.4 million recipients since then and by almost 3.4 million recipien,ts since 
January 1993. The decline from 14.1 million recipients in January 1993 to 10.7 million in May 1997, a 
drop of 24%, is the largest decrease in the welfare rolls in history, resulting in the lowest percentage of the 
population on welfare since 1970. Forty-eight out of fifty states have seen their caseloads decline, with 
ten states reducing their rolls by 40% or more in the last four years. This progress started even before 
President Clinton signed the welfare bill, with the waivers he granted to 43 states to require work, 
time-limit assistance, make work pay, improve child support enforcement, and encourage parental 
responsibility. 

The New Balanced Budget Will Help Us Do More 
Because of President Clinton's leadership, the balanced budget includes a $3 billion Welfare to Work 
Jobs Challenge and an expanded Work Opportunity Tax Credit to help move long-term welfare reci.pients 
into jobs and meet the President's goal of moving a million more people from welfare to work by the year 
2000. The new balanced budget also makes good on the President's promise to restore disability and 
health benefits to legal immigrants, continue Medicaid coverage for disabled children, and provide funds 
for workslots for unemployed food stamp recipients -- thereby reversing the provisions of the welfare law 
that had nothing to do with real welfare reform. 

New Tools to Help Companies Hiring Welfare Recipients 
At today's event, the Partnership will unveil several new tools to help companies that want to hire workers 
from the welfare rolls: a toll free hotline (1-888-USA-JOB1) and a web site (www.welfaretowork.org) to 
link companies to public and private sector welfare reform information; a guide for companies hiring 
welfare recipients, Blueprint/or Business: Reaching a New Work Force, prepared with the National 
Alliance of Business; and a public service campaign that highlights the benefits to companies of hiring 
welfare recipients and encourages companies to join the Partnership. The Welfare to Work Partnership is 
a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization leading the national business effort to hire people from the welfare :> 
rolls. Now more than 800 companies strong, the Partnership was formed in May 1997 at the urging of ~ ~ 
the President. v ~ 

~ [ 
St. Louis: An Example of the Critical Role of the Private Sector 
Today in St. Louis, President Clinton will underscore the critical role of the private sector in welfare 
reform; praising over 300 bi-state St. Louis region companies that are committing to hire and retain 
welfare recipients without displacing current workers. Today's event in St. Louis launches the 
Partnership's city to city challenge, in which the Partnership will work closely with community and 
business leaders in 12 high poverty cities during the next year to help promote innovative and effective 
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yikes 

Elena Kagan 
08/10/97 03:45:08 PM 
Record Type: Record 

To: Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EOP 
cc: 
Subject: testing policy 

---------------------- Forwarded by Elena Kagan/OPD/EOP on 08/10/97 03:47 
PM ---------------------------

William R. Kincaid 
08/10/97 03:28:03 PM 
Record Type: Record 

To: Elena Kagan/OPD/EOP 
cc: 
Subject: testing policy 

fyi --

I understand that OCR at ED is close to releasing some guidance on testing 
policy, though it can't go out yet because Mike Smith has not reviewed 
it. I imagine that whoever attends our meeting on NC Tuesday for OCR will 
be aware of this and will bring it up. This is the kind of thing that the 
rest of ED usually has to treat fairly delicately. Between now and then 
I'll try to get a better sense of what the guidance entails. 
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Marge Tarmey had suggested that she set it up for all of us. Isn't that 
fine? 
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TEXT: 
Elena and Sandy, 
We have been discussing the need to move ahead rapidly on collecting data 
for the Race Initiative. We have set up a meeting with Judy Winston for 
Wednesday and hope that some work can be done between now and then. 

I reviewed the draft outline that Sandy prepared using Chris Edley's 
framework. I think that it is a good start, but it needs more detail. We 
would like for you all to identify one person with expertise to be our 
main contact for each of the broad categories we are researching. Jose 
Cerda had mentioned that the DPC had identified some staff members to 
serve in this capacity. The categories where we need a contact are: 
health 
education 
housing 
crime & the criminal justice system 
economic status / labor markets 
political participation 
public attitudes about race relations 

Under each of these categories, it would be helpful to identify the 
following information: 
key indicators of progress 
trends in disparities among races 
where have positive changes occurred (especially those where government 
intervention has made a difference) 
where are disparities growing 
costs of discrimination 
data sources, upcoming studies. other resources of information 

We would expect the contacts to work closely with the federal agencies to 
gather this information. 
Is it possible that you could bring to the Wednesday meeting the key 
contacts for each of the 7 areas and have each of them bring a list of 
the key data elements they would expect to collect? 

Please feel free to call (5-1013) or email me if you have any questions or 
concerns. 
Thanks very much. 



.. ARMS Email System Page I of 2 

RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: William R. Kincaid ( CN=William R. Kincaid/Ou=OPD/O=EOP [ OPD 1 ) 

CREATION DATE/TIME:11-AUG-1997 19:54:11.00 

SUBJECT: Tomorrow's meeting 

TO: Elena Kagan ( CN=Elena Kagan/OU=OPD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD 1 ) 
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I sent this to Laura, but just in case she had gone by then ... 

ED will fax us the draft testing guidance in the a.m. 

---------------------- Forwarded by William R. Kincaid/OPD/EOP on 08/11/97 
07:53 PM ---------------------------

William R. Kincaid 
08/11/97 06:44:13 PM 
Record Type: Record 

To: Laura Emmett/WHO/EOP 
cc: 
Subject: Tomorrow's meeting--expected attendees 

Education 

Office of the Secretary 
Leslie Thornton -- Chief of Staff 

OCR 
Art Coleman -- Deputy 
Kellie Saunders -- Chief of Staff 

General CounselD,s Office 
Felix Baxter -- Deputy 
Susan Craig -- Equity 
Phil Rosenfelt -- K-12 programs 

Intergovernmental 
possible -- Jennifer Davis -- Deputy (has worked extensively with Mike 

C. on standards) 

Note: Mike Smith is on vacation, and nobody appropriate in his office is 
available. 

Justice 

David Ogden 
Ian Gershengorn 
Isabelle Pinzler 
William Yeomans 

White House 
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OPL 
Bill White 

Political Affairs 
Minyon Moore 

CounselD,s Office 
Dawn Chirwa 
Bill Marshall 
Rob Weiner 
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ISSUE Koop-Kessler AMA ACS AHA ALA 

Overall Congress should reject the Settlement is a landmark effort Settlement is a great start for Settlement is not perfect but Settlement as written will 
Position settlement and legislate a that would generate far more $ for providing revenues for public could help to significantly not protect the public 

strong tobacco policy. It public health activities than health programs. No single reduce tobacco use. health. Industry can 
does not need the Congress would ever appropriate. piece of federal legislation manipulate gaping 
industry's help or Preferable to the uncertainty and will solve America's tobacco loopholes. 
permission to do this. delay of litigation. problem. 

Priority -5 Goals: -Strengthen FDA jurisdiction -Expand authority of FDA -Complete authority for FDA -No changes or limits on 
Issues I. unhampered FDA -Increase Look Back penalties -FDA must have all over tobacco products and FDA authority 

regulation of nicotine fivefold documents relevant to the nicotine -No inununity or limits on 
2. prohibition of industry -Increase of $1 per pack public health. -No inununity for past industry's liability 
efforts to target kids -Make smokeless tobacco Look -Increase settlement criminal wrongdoing -Comprehensive ad 
3. stiff penalties for Back targets identical to smoking payments to produce at least -Harsher Look Back penalties restrictions that the 
targeting kids targets a $2 per pack increase -Full and open disclosure of industry can't get around 
4. smoke-free public places -Allow FDA to tighten Look -No tax-deductibility all documents that relate to creatively 
5. excise tax to fund Back targets after 10 years -Increase Look Back health issues -Much higher Look Back 
education and cessation -Expand ad restrictions to allow penalties -Prevent industry from penalties 
programs only black/white "tombstone" ads escaping obligations and -Zero tolerance for ETS 

for all publications liability through bankruptcy -Disclosure of documents 
-Increase of at least $2 per -Do not preempt stricter state shielded by attorney-client 
pack sanctions on retailers privilege 

-A morally acceptable 
export policy 
-No tax-deductibility 

FDA -Make explicit FDA's -FDA should have same authority -Authority for FDA to -Complete authority over -No changes to FDA 
Regulation unlimited authority to as for drugs and devices. develop tough performance tobacco products and nicotine authority 

regulate and phase out -FDA should be able to use same standards that aim to reduce ~Eliminate excessive - No formal rulemaking 
nicotine and remove other procedures (notice and comment) or eliminate any constituent, bureaucracy requirement 
ingredients that contribute and standard of review (arbitrary including nicotine and that -More resources -No obligation to prove 
to the initiation of and and capricious) that generally apply from the effective date -Concerned about formal unlikelihood of black 
dependence on tobacco apply under FDCA. of the act rulemaking and black market market 
products -12-year moratorium on complete -No formal rulemaking requirements - Industry should not be 

-Time limits or ban of nicotine; allow interim -Eliminate heightened allowed to designate any 
moratoriums on FDA restrictions. standards of proof and ingredient a confidential 
activity should be flexible FDA's black market trade secret. 
to accommodate advances obligation 

in science, infonnation, 
and health policy. 

Look Back -Adopt stronger targets: -No automatic pass through -Increase penalties Penalties in the settlement -Individual company 
15%-30% from years 1-5, -No tax deductibility -Eliminate 75% rebate should establish the accountability for 
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and then 40%-65% from -Penalties should be assessed -Eliminate $2 billion cap floor--make them more severe. reduction 
years 5-10. against each individual company -Reduction targets for Amounts should be adjusted -Additional nonfinancial 
-No cap on penalties for based on its own reductions in smokeless tobacco should be annually to reflect the most penalties like more ad 
failure underage use the same as for cigarettes, current data on teen smoking. restrictions 
-Increase penalties: if -Increase penalties from $80 because its use among -Defme "reasonable 
industry misses target by 5 million to $400-$450 million to teenage boys has outpaced available measures" in 
points, it should pay 5 force industry to internalize social their use of cigarettes. detail, so industry can't get 
times the sanction costs of underage use the 75% rebate easily 
-Assess compliance and -Eliminate $2 billion cap 
penalties on a -Eliminate 75% rebate; add a $80 
company-by-company million credit for each extra 
basis percentage point of reduction 

-Give FDA authority to tighten 
targets after 10 years 

Document Industry must disclose all No recommendation. Dr. Lonnie -Streamline 3-judge panel Full and open disclosure of all S treamlinel eliminate 
Disclosure documents that: Bristow has said that the 3-judge procedure documents that relate to health overly time-consuming, 

-reveal public relations, panel procedure is acceptable. -Industry must show why a issues bureaucratic review 
advertising, marketing, document should not be mechanisms like the 
promotion, and political disclosed document-by-document 
activities -FDA must have all review of privileged 
-are improperly shielded information relevant to the records by industry 
by attorney-client privilege public health and the lawyers. 
-reveal all technical and development of reduced risk 
health/safety data tobacco products. 
-indicate industry 
strategies for targeting kids 
and minorities 
-show health effects of 
ETS 

Immunity Congress does not know Immunity to class action suits and No recommendation. No immunity to either -Adamantly opposes any 
enough of the industry's punitive damages is a major companies or their agents for immunity or limits on the 
secrets to grant it any drawback of the settlement. past criminal wrongdoing. industry's future liability 
immunity. Preserve all Class actions draw attention to No statement regarding bans -No cap on damages 
avenues of litigation, both industry deceit, whereas on class actions or punitive -No ban on class actions 
civil and criminal. individual suits focus on damages. -No limits on punitive 

plaintiff's personal responsibility. damages 
Punitives are the major source of -Requiring public to 

large recovery for accommodate corporate 
plaintiffs--without them, there is wrongdoing sets a 
no incentive for individual suits. dangerous precedent. 
Free of the fear ofliability, 
industry won't change its bad 
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behavior. 

Size of -Excise taxes should be Increase of at least $1 per pack is -Payments are too small-- Aggressive enatment of Tax provisions that make 
Payments! dramatically increased and necessary-- would result in a 15% either the payments or excise federal and state excise taxes every penny tax-deductible 
Price per should be indexed to reduction in overall consumption tax should produce a $2 must be maintained. make things too easy for 
Pack inflation (studies show $2 and a 33% in youth consumption. increase in price per pack. the industry. 

per pack or more may be -Tax deductibility of 
appropriate). payments makes things too 
-Financial punishments easy for industry and 
should not be considered decreases federal revenues. 
ordinary business expenses 
and tax deductible 
-Demand more money--
the industry will boom 
under the current 
settlement as it is already 
targeting 18-24 year-olds. 

ETS Ban smoking in: No recommendation. By No recommendation. It is No preemption of stronger Settlement should protect 
-all work sites enacting the Smoke-Free good that the provision local and state policies. restaurant, bar, and 
-all places of public Environment Act of 1993, the would not preempt more OSHA standards are the hospitality workers who 
assembly settlement would achieve more stringent state or local laws minimum that must be met. are most at risk for passive 
-outdoor areas where than would stand alone restricting smoking in public smoking disease. 
people assemble, like legislation. places. Advocates zero tolerance 
service lines, arenas for tobacco smoke. 
-schools- inside and 
outside 
-all forms of public 
transportation, including 
flights going in and out of :I: > 

(1) c 
U.S. 
-all federal workplaces, 
including branches of 
military and V A hospitals 

Farmers -Blue-ribbon panel should Congress should use settlement No recommendation. Set aside a portion of excise No recommendation. 
recommend short- and funds to establish a public taxes to provide 
long-term strategies to program to purchase tobacco tobacco-producing 
reduce tobacco states' and farmland or tobacco crop communities with economic 
communities' dependence allotments from farmers who development assistance and 
on the crop. want to leave the tobacco market. opportunities for crop 
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tobacco fanners and 
non-fann industry workers 
find alternatives. 
-More settlement funds 
should go to fanners and 
less to trial lawyers. 
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RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: Elizabeth Drye ( CN=Elizabeth Drye/OU=OPD/O=EOP [ OPD 1 ) 

CREATION DATE/TIME:11-AUG-1997 17:55:22.00 

SUBJECT: Tobacco letters 

TO: Elena Kagan 
READ: UNKNOWN 

CN=Elena Kagan/OU=OPD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD 1 ) 

CC: Laura Emmett ( CN=Laura Emmett/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

CC: Sarah S. Knight ( CN=Sarah S. Knight/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
Elena -- please review the SHORT draft response to letters on the 
settlement, in bold below. Sarah Knight in Presidential Correspondence 
would like to use it to get a pile of letters out the door tomorrow 
(letters listed below) . 

Additional letters have come in from farmers, labor unions and others that 
seem to merit a more focused response. Sarah suggests we hold these until 
we have something more to say. 
---------------------- Forwarded by Elizabeth Drcre/OPD/EOP on 08/11/97 
05:44 PM ---------------------------

Sarah S. Knight 
08/11/97 12:48:35 PM 
Record Type: Record 

To: Elizabeth Drye/OPD/EOP 
cc: 
Subject: Tobacco letters 

Elizabeth, 
The pro letters are from: 
Gov. Locke 
American Academy of Pediatrics 
Washington State House of Representatives 
American College of Chest Physicians 

The con/want changes in the agreement letters are from: 
American Lung Association 
Attorney General of Maryland 
American Society of Addiction Medicine 
Gov. Glendening 
International Society of Cardiology 

I am faxing you samples of the letters re distribution of money from the 
agreement and the Kentucky tobacco farmers. 

Here is the general language for the tobacco settlement letters: 

Thank you for writing about the proposed tobacco settlement. 

Page 1 of2 
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The recent settlement agreement proposed by the state attorneys 
general, the tobacco industry, and others provides another potential 
opportunity to build on the progress we have already made in 
protecting our children from tobacco. Congress would have to approve 
the agreement before it goes into effect. I have asked my domestic 
policy advisor, Bruce Reed, and the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, Donna Shalala, to carefully review the agreement with 
Administration staff, to listen to public health experts, and to help 
me ensure that any agreement that goes forward to Congress is in the 
best interest of the public health, especially the health of our 
children. 

As we review the agreement, I appreciate your interest and I hope you 
will remain involved as we work to create a healthier future for our 
children. 

Please let me know ASAP if the general language is OK. Thanks! Sarah 

Page 2 of2 
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RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: Marjorie A. Black ( CN=Marjorie A. Black/OU=PIR/O=EOP [ PIR 1 ) 

CREATION DATE/TIME:11-AUG-1997 12:25:44.00 

SUBJECT: Meeting re: The Race Initiative & The Data Collection Effort 

TO: Michele Cavataio ( CN=Michele Cavataio/OU=PIR/O=EOP @ EOP [ PIR 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Jose Cerda III ( CN=Jose Cerda III/OU=OPD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Robert Wexler ( CN=Robert Wexler/OU=PIR/O=EOP @ EOP [ PIR 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Sanders D. Korenman ( CN=Sanders D. Korenman/OU=CEA/O=EOP @ EOP [ CEA 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TO: Elena Kagan ( CN=Elena Kagan/OU=OPD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

CC: Judith A. Winston ( CN=Judith A. Winston/OU=PIR/O=EOP @ EOP [ PIR 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
Please be advised that this meeting has been scheduled to occur on 
Wednesday, August 13, 1997 @ 10:30. It will take place in the PIR 
Conference Room -- NEOB, Room 3236. If the scheduled time conflicts with 
anyone's schedule, please let me know ASAP. 

Other attendees for this meeting include: 
Michael Wenger - Deputy Director for Outreach, PIR 
Claire Gonzales - Deputy Director for Communications and Media 

Strategy, PIR 

Thank you and we'll see you on the 13th. 
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RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: Cynthia A. Rice ( CN=Cynthia A. Rice/OU=OPD/O=EOP [ OPD] ) 

CREATION DATE/TIME:11-AUG-1997 09:11:53.00 

. SUBJECT: Revised Fact Sheet -- Please Review 

TO: Elena Kagan 
READ: UNKNOWN 

CN=Elena Kagan/OU=OPD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD ] ) 

CC: Christa Robinson ( CN=Christa Robinson/OU=OPD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD ] ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

ce: Diana Fortuna ( CN=Diana Fortuna/OU=OPD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD ] ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

CC: Jordan Tamagni ( CN=Jordan Tamagni/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ UNKNOWN] ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

CC: Elisabeth Stock ( CN=Elisabeth Stock/O=OVP @ OVP [ UNKNOWN] ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

CC: Bruce N. Reed ( CN=Bruce N. Reed/OU=OPD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD ] ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
==================== ATTACHMENT 1 ==================== 
ATT CREATION TIME/DATE: 0 00:00:00.00 

TEXT: 
Unable to convert ARMS_EXT: [ATTACH.D29]MAIL42115322L.216 to ASCII, 

The following is a HEX DUMP: 
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E080D5999CD2B90C358BA91BC1686E9CD9D5078DB45134C5F333BC959237397A70470EDOC6C9C5 
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002000430061006E0061006E0020004C004200500020003800520020004D00610072006B002000 
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• 
PRESIDENT CLINTON HAILS SUCCESS OF WELFARE REFORM ONE YEAR AFTER 

SIGNING REFORM BILL INTO LAW 
August 12,1997 DRAFT 1: 8/11/979:00 am 

Today, the President highlighted the success of welfare reform nearly one year after signing the welfare 
law, announcing that caseloads have declined by almost 3.4 million or 24 percent since he took office and 
sharing how the new balanced budget will continue this progress. The President also noted the 
continuing success of the Welfare to Work Partnership, which now includes over 500 businesses and 
today launched a toll-free hotline and web page to help companies all across the nation hire people off 
welfare. Finally, the President praised the pUblic-private partnership growing in St. Louis, where over 
[200] companies have accepted his challenge to hire welfare recipients. 

One Year Later: We1fare Reform is Working 
In August 1996, President Clinton signed the welfare law. Today, one year later, the President 
announced new statistics showing that the welfare caseload has fallen by 1.4 million recipients since last 
August and by almost 3.4 million recipients since January 1993. The decline from 14.1 million recipients 
in January 1993 to 10.7 million in May 1997, a drop of24%, is the largest decrease in the welfare rolls in 
history, resulting in the lowest percentage of the population on welfare since 1970. Forty-eight out of 
fifty states have seen their caseloads decline, with eleven states reducing their rolls by 40% or more in the 
last four years. This progress started even before President Clinton signed the welfare bill, with the 
waivers he granted to 43 states to require work, time-limit assistance, make work pay, improve child 
support enforcement, and encourage parental responsibility. 

The New Balanced Budget will Help Us Do More 
Because of President Clinton's leadership, the balanced budget includes a $3 billion Welfare to Work 
Jobs Challenge and an expanded Work Opportunity Tax Credit to help move long-term welfare recipients 
into jobs and meet the President's goal of moving a million more people from welfare to work by the year 
2000. The new balanced budget also makes good on the President's promise to restore disability and 
health benefits to legal immigrants, continue Medicaid coverage for disabled children, and provide funds 
for workslots for unemployed food stamp recipients -- thereby reversing the provisions of the welfare law 
that had nothing to do with real welfare reform. 

The Welfare to Work Partnership 
The Welfare to Work Partnership, the sponsor oftoday's activities, is the national business effort to hire 
people from the welfare rolls which was launched in May 1997 at the urging of the President. The 
Partnership is a nonpartisan, non-profit organization of over 500 businesses committed to hiring former 
welfare recipients. The Partnership is committed to providing information, technical assistance, and 
support for businesses so that they can successfully meet their commitment to hire and retain welfare 
recipients without displacement. 

Today in St. Louis: Underscoring the Critical Role ofthe Private Sector 
Today in St. Louis, President Clinton will underscore the critical role of the private sector in welfare 
reform, praising the [200] St. Louis companies that are committing to hire and retain welfare recipients. 
At today's event, the Partnership will unveil several new tools to help companies that want to hire workers 
from the welfare rolls: a toll free hotline (1-888-USA-JOB 1) and a web site (www.welfaretowork.org) to 
link companies to public and private sector welfare reform information; a guide for companies hiring 
welfare recipients, Blueprint/or Business: Reaching a New Work Force, prepared with the National 
Alliance of Business; and a public service campaign that highlights the benefits to companies of hiring 
welfare recipients and encourages companies to join the Partnership. 

Automated Records Management System 

Hex-Dump Conversion 
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RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: Bruce N. Reed ( CN=Bruce N. Reed/OU=OPD/O=EOP [ OPD 1 ) 

CREATION DATE/TIME:11-AUG-1997 18:28:55.00 

SUBJECT: SLATE Delivery - August 8 1997 

TO: Elena Kagan ( CN=Elena Kagan/OU=OPD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD 1 ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
see tobacco article 
---------------------- Forwarded by Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EOP on 08/11/97 
06:28 PM ---------------------------

slateprint-owner @ microsoft.nwnet.com 
08/08/97 02:04:00 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message 
cc: 
Subject: SLATE Delivery - August 8 1997 

(Your copy of today's SLATE ON PAPER is attached to this mail. It may 
be at the bottom.) 

August 8, 1997 

Dear Reader, 

Move over, Forbes 400, the time has come for SLATE to rank the rich--not 
by the crass measure of wealth, but in a hierarchy of heart. The SLATE 
60 lists the top charitable donations of the quarter, who made them, and 
where they went. Some names ring a bell, others may not, but no good 
deed goes unpublished. Philanthropy will never be the same. 
http://www.slate.com/Slate60/97-08-09/Slate60.asp 

And to keep up with the workaday world, subscribe to Today's Papers from 
SLATE. Each day you'll receive a short e-mail summary of news from five 
top papers. Just send e-mail tomicrosoft-request@microsoft.nwnet.com. 
and on a line by itself in the message, type: subscribe papers. 

Also in this issue of SLATE: 

Frame Game: 
http://www.slate.com/framegame/97-08-07/framegame.asp 

William Saletan explores the Machiavellian machinations of William Weld 
and Jesse Helms--a strategic pas de deux. 

The Motley Fool: 
http://www.slate.com/motleyfool/97-08-07/motleyfool.asp 
James Surowiecki puts one and one together and gets less than two. With 
corporate mergers back in style, who reaps the benefits and who pays the 
costs? 

Books: 
http://www.slate.com/BookReview/97-08-05/BookReview.asp 
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Ann Hulbert reviews a new history of "Ms." on its 25th anniversary. What 
hath Gloria Steinem wrought? 

Jazz: 
http://www.slate.com/Jazz/97-08-06/Jazz.asp 
Paul Berman finds populism in two recently performed works. Ornette 
Coleman and Wynton Marsalis compose odes to their country, right or 
wrong. 

Plus, Warren Bass on the Cuban missile cr1S1S; 
http://www.slate.com/BookReview2/97-08-05/BookReview2.asp 

David Edelstein on "Career Girls"; 
http://www.slate.com/MovieReview/97-08-08/MovieReview.asp 

Sean Elder on "Nerve"; 
http://www.slate.com/WebSites/97-08-06/WebSites.asp 

Jacob Weisberg on tobacco lobbyists; 
http://www.slate.com/StrangeBedfellow/97-08-09/StrangeBedfellow.asp 

and much more. 

You can link from here directly to SLATE's table of contents 
and all the SLATE stories and departments not mentioned above: 
http://www.slate.com 

Today's Papers; 
http://www.slate.com/Code/TodaysPapers/TodaysPapers.asp 

The Week/The Spin; 
http://www.slate.com/Spin/97-08-09/Spin.asp 

Chatterbox; 
http://www.slate.com/Code/chatterbox/chatterbox.asp 

Summary Judgment; 
http://www.slate.com/SummaryJudgment/97-08-06/SummaryJudgment.asp 

In Other Magazines; 
http://www.slate.com/OtherMags/97-08-09/Mags.asp 

Readme; 
http://www.slate.com/Readme/97-08-09/Readme.asp 

Doodlennium; 
http://www.slate.com/Doodlennium/97-08-06/Doodlennium.asp 

The Gist on the Palestinian Authority; 
http://www.slate.com/Gist/97-08-09/Gist.asp 

Dispatches & Dialogues: 

Government Power; 
http://www.slate.com/Code/DDD/DDD.asp?file=GovPower&iMsg=1 

Right-Wing Journalism; 
http://www.slate.com/Code/DDD/DDD.asp?file=RightWing&iMsg=1 

Page 20f176 



• ARMS Email System 

Estate Tax; 
http://www.slate.com/Code/DDD/DDD.asp?file=EstateTax&iMsg=l 

Diary from Ron Carlson; 
http://www.slate.com/Code/DDD/DDD.asp?file=Carlson 

Coffin on marijuana; 
http://www.slate.com/HeyWait/97-08-09/HeyWait.asp 

Traub assesses Messinger; 
http://www.slate.com/Assessment/97-08-09/Assessment.asp 

Webhead by Bill Barnes; 
http://www.slate.com/webhead/97-08-08/webhead.asp 

a Poem by David Rivard; 
http://www.slate.com/Poem/97-08-06/Poem.asp 

E-Mail to the Editors; 
http://www.slate.com/Email/97-08-07/Email.asp 

and The Fray. 
http://www.slate.com/Code/fray/fray.asp 

Sincerely, 

David Plotz 
Associate Editor 

P.S. You don't have to keep this letter to yourself. If you have 
friends (or, for that matter, enemies) who might be interested in 
SLATE, please forward this announcement to them. We appreciate all the 
business we can get. Thanks. 

To unsubscribe from this SLATE e-mail: 
Send e-mail to microsoft-request®microsoft.nwnet.com and on a line by 
itself in the message, type: 

unsubscribe slateprint 

To receive SLATE in a "non-MIME format": 
Send e-mail to microsoft-request@microsoft.nwnet.com and on separate 
lines in the message, type: 

unsubscribe slateprint 
subscribe slateprint-nomime 

To get help for the SLATE mailing lists: 
Send e-mail to microsoft-request@microsoft.nwnet.com and on a line by 
itself in the message, type: 

help slate 

SLATE is at http://www.slate.com 
You can send technical questions and comments to our tech guy at 
help@slate.com, and anything else to letters@slate.com. 

If you were unable to access the Word document attached to this message: 

Page 3 of 176 

Send e-mail to slate-owner@microsoft.nwnet.com and in the message type the 
name of your e-mail software and a description of the problem. Meanwhile, 
you can connect to http://www.slate.com and choose "Print SLATE" from the 
Table of Contents. 
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Message Sent 
TO:~~~~~~ ____________________________________________________ _ 
Brenda M. Anders 
David S. Beaubaire 
Scott D. Rasmussen 
Doris O. Matsui 
Kevin Moran 
Bruce N. Reed 

==================== ATTACHMENT 1 ==================== 
ATT CREATION TIME/DATE: 0 00:00:00.00 

TEXT: 
Unable to convert ARMS_EXT: [ATTACH.D27)MAIL41147622H.216 to ASCII, 

The following is a HEX DUMP: 
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==================== ATTACHMENT 2 ==================== 
ATT CREATION TIME/DATE: 0 00:00:00.00 

. TEXT: 
RFC-822-headers: 
Received: from conversion.pmdf.eop.gov by PMDF.EOP.GOV (PMDF V5.0-4 #6879) 
id <01IM70VUJKF4005XR9@PMDF.EOP.GOV>; Fri. 08 Aug 1997 22:33:52 -0400 (EDT) 

Received: from storm.eop.gov (storm.eop.gov) 
by PMDF.EOP.GOV (PMDF V5.0-4 #6879) id <01IM70V78G34005YUZ@PMDF.EOP.GOV>; Fri. 

08 Aug 1997 22:33:21 -0400 (EDT) 
Received: from mail6.nwnet.net ([204.202.220.44]) 

by STORM.EOP.GOV (PMDF V5.1-7 #6879) 
with ESMTP id <01IM70RQH3Y4001FOP@STORM.EOP.GOV>; Fri. 
08 Aug 1997 22:32:33 -0400 (EDT) 

Received: from mail5.nwnet.net (mail5.nwnet.net [204.202.220.12]) 
by nwnet.com (970228885) with SMTP id LAA18984; Fri. 
08 Aug 1997 11:16:59 -0700 (PDT) 

Precedence: bulk 
================== END ATTACHMENT 2 ================== 
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THE WEEKITHE SPIN 

By William Saletan 

Sen. Dick Lugar, R-Ind., shook up the Helms-Weld 
confirmation war by taking the tobacco industry hostage. Lugar, 
whose Agriculture Committee will soon take up tobacco price 
supports and the proposed liability settlement, indicated that he 
could make trouble for Helms' home-state industry if Helms 
persists in denying ambassadorial nominee Bill Weld a hearing. 
The prevailing spin in the media has been that Helms will win, as 
always, because no one ever resists him with equal determination. 
Lugar has suggested that he's ready to disprove that assumption. 
(Check out SLATE'S "Assessment" of Weld 
[ www.slate.comlAssessment/97 -08-021 Assessment.asp). And for 
more on Weld vs. Helms, see the "Frame Game" 
[www.slate.comlframegamel97 -08-07 Iframegame.asp ).) (8/8) 

A woman in North Carolina won a $1 million civil judgment 
against her ex-husband's secretary-turned-mistress-turned-wife 
for wrecking her marriage. Jurors agreed that the secretary had 
seduced the husband (her boss), who then divorced his wife (with 
whom he had three kids) and married the secretary. The suit was 
based on an old North Carolina law allowing legal recourse for 
adultery. Locals predict a wave of copycat suits. Conservatives 
hailed the award as a blow for family values-prompting liberals 
to accuse them of divorcing their anti-government philosophy and 
shacking up with lawyer-driven social engineering. (8/8) 

Science news: Researchers have figured out the cause of 
Huntington's disease and other brain disorders: excess proteins 
"bunched up into a huge ball of crud" inside brain-cell nuclei. 
The upshot is that treatments can be devised to dissolve the crud, 
though it may take years to develop them. Meanwhile, a 
Wisconsin company announced a new cloning technique that it 
says has already replicated 10 cows. Skeptics noted that the 
offspring are still in the womb, and that the company shouldn't 
count its calves before they hatch. The company said it hoped the 
news would promote its IPO. (8/8) 

A convicted child molester in Ohio was raped and tortured 
by his wife and his mother-in-law. According to police, the two 
women, along with the wife's aunt, entered the man's home, 
wrestled him to the ground, bound him, cut off his pants and 
underwear, shaved his pubic hair and his scalp, "assaulted him 
anally with a cucumber," applied a heat-generating lotion to his 
genitals, wrote "I am a child molester" on various parts of his 
body, drove him 70 miles to his hometown, and left him there 
wearing nothing but a pink-and-green Minnie Mouse blanket. The 
wife has pleaded innocent to rape and kidnapping charges by 
reason of insanity. (8/8) 

Cyberhell has frozen over: Apple and Microsoft are 
partners. Microsoft invested $150 million in Apple, promised 
not to sell its shares for three years, and agreed to produce Office 
software for Macs. Apple agreed to make Microsoft's internet 
Explorer the Mac's preferred browser. To make things even 
stranger, Apple appointed Oracle CEO Larry Ellison (one of 
Microsoft's sharpest critics) to its board. Microsoft has achieved 
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such an aura of diabolical genius that reporters, who initially 
focused on the deal's benefits to Apple, spent the next two days 
developing theories as to why Microsoft is really the big winner. 
Best theory: Microsoft is propping up Apple as a putative 
competitor in order to avoid a far more expensive antitrust suit by 
the feds. (8/8) 

A Korean Air Lines Boeing 747 crashed in Guam, killing 
227 people. Best available explanation: It was a dark and rainy 
night. Other than that, nobody can discern what went wrong. 
Reporters groped for a larger issue--terrorism, the Korean 
conflict, Korean Air's history (KAL 007), and Boeing' s (TWA 
800)-and came up empty. (8/8) 

Sports in courts: Dallas Cowboys coach Barry Switzer was 
arrested for carrying a loaded, unlicensed handgun into an airport. 
Switzer claimed he had put the gun in his travel bag to keep it 
away from the children at his home and then forgotten about it. 
The New York Times, referring to owner Jerry Jones' "K.G.B." 
tactic of using dorm-room surveillance cameras to enforce player 
curfews during training camp, sneered that Switzer's arrest shows 
"it is not that easy to change the culture of a lawless team." 
Virginia police arrested basketball star Allen Iverson on 
narcotics and gun charges after catching him riding in a car that 
was going 93 miles per hour. Broadcaster Marv Albert's name 
and former phone number were found in the address book of a 
murdered dominatrix. A police source said Albert is not thought 
to be involved in the woman's death, but didn't say whether or 
how he was involved in her life. Two National Basketball 
Association referees have pleaded guilty to filing false tax 
returns. (8/6) 

Straws in the wind: Several cities are considering plans to 
bottle and sell their tap water. They figure they can make money 
at it, since their water is just as good as bottled water (filtered tap 
water already accounts for 35 percent of bottled water sold in the 
United States) and, "for whatever reason, people seem to like to 
get their water out of bottles." The New York Times reports that 
the new fashion statement in Shanghai is wearing pajamas 
outdoors. Explains one enthusiast: "Comfort, No.1. 
Convenience, No.2. Looks, No.3." (No.4: Showing the 
neighbors "you don't care what they think.") The Los Angeles 
Times reports that more and more prisons are billing inmates for 
room and board, complete with automatic debits and collection 
agencies for delinquent parolees. (8/6) 

Yasser Arafat is taking the rap for last week's suicide 
bombing in Jerusalem. Evidence reportedly implicates Hamas in 
the bombing, and Arafat has condemned it. Nevertheless, Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is blaming him for making 
incendiary remarks and failing to cooperate fully on security 
issues. Israel has now sealed off Palestinian territory, cut off 
Arafat's tax revenue, and threatened to stop honoring its 
agreements with Arafat. Meanwhile, almost every minister in 
Arafat's cabinet offered to resign to appease Palestinians angry 
over stories of corruption in his government. The New York 
Times' Tom Friedman concluded that Arafat has been a reckless 
fool, his folly equaled only by Netanyahu's. (For a backgrounder 
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on Arafat and the Palestinian Authority, see the "Gist" 
[www.slate.comlGist/97-08-09/Gist.asp).) (8/4) 

The naked and the dead: Beat Generation writer William S. 
Burroughs died at 83, proving that drugs kill. Obituaries 
rehashed the culture war over whether his seminal work, Naked 
Lunch, was incisive or.crude, mind-expanding or meandering, 
revolutIOnary or revoltmg. The New York Times noted that in later 
years Burroughs had given up his life of heroin, prowling, and 
pedophilia to indulge quieter interests "in painting and 
photography and in collecting and discharging firearms." (Also 
see SLATE's "Summary Judgment" 
[ www.slate.comlSummaryJudgment/97-08-
06/SummaryJudgment.asp).) The world's oldest person, 
Frenchwoman Jeanne Calment, died at 122. Her putative secrets 
to longevity: port wine and olive oil. (8/4) 

New York City is on edge over domestic terrorism. A bomb 
scare forced the evacuation of the World Trade Center on Aug. 4, 
the opening day of the trial of two Middle Eastern men for the 
1993 Trade Center bombing. Meanwhile, investigators have 
found no evidence linking the alleged Brooklyn suicide-bombing 
ring (discovered last week) to Arab terrorist groups. The 
prevailing spin on the Brooklyn bombers is that immigration 
authorities were reckless to have let the ringleader roam free in 
the United States-since Israel had named him as a Hamas 
member-and the cops are heroes for nabbing him. Hamas 
denied any link to the Brooklyn ring, lest it alienate its American 
sponsors. (8/4) 

The Teamsters began their long-anticipated strike against 
United Parcel Service. The key issue is the company's practice 
of hiring part-time workers at half the hourly wage it pays full
timers. Analysts predicted economic chaos, since UPS has 80 
percent of the package ground-transportation business, and its 
competitors aren't big enough to pick up the slack. (8/4) 

Critics of the Clinton-GOP budget deal have found a new 
cause for outrage: an amendment that lets tobacco companies 
deduct new cigarette-tax revenues from their proposed $368 
billion liability settlement. Tobacco opponents were already upset 
that negotiators had cut the new tax in half. Nobody seems to 
know how the amendment got there. The prevailing spin is that 
thiS bodes well for the tobacco industry as Congress considers the 
settlement proposal, since it shows how wily and powerful the 
industry still is. The backspin is that it bodes ill, by reminding 
lawmakers how wily and untrustworthy the industry still is. This 
supplants the previous criticism of the budget deal: that it loots 
today's economic surplus instead of addressing tomorrow's 
solvency crisis in retirement programs. (8/4) 

Miscellany: Newsweek says that a former White House aide 
says that another former White House aide told her that President 
Clinton made passes at her in the White House. The woman at 
whom the passes were allegedly allegedly allegedly made 
allegedly didn't consider them harassment and allegedly doesn't 
consider them relevant to the case of Paula Jones, whose lawyers 
have subpoenaed her. JonBenet Ramsey's parents took out a 
newspaper ad displaying parts of the ransom note found after her 
disappearance and asking readers if they recognize the 
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handwriting. Vanity Fair reports that New York Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani has wrecked his marriage by having an affair with his 
32-year-old spokeswoman. Giuliani issued a denial. His wife 
issued a non-denial. (8/6) 

SUMMARY JUDGMENT 

Movies 
Career Girls (October Films). Director Mike Leigh's latest 

film about working-class Brits "trapped in the hopelessness of 
modern life" (Richard Schickel, Time) is rated a notch below his 
acclaimed Naked and Secrets & Lies. The premise-ex-college 
roommates spend a weekend together for the first time in six 
years-is overly "modest" (Todd McCarthy, Variety): "[N)othing 
much happens, dramatically speaking," says Schickel. But The 
New Yorker's Terrence Rafferty says the film contains "enough 
small truths and enough off-hand comic business to keep you 
reasonably happy for an hour and a half." New York's David 
Denby says it proves Leigh "digs deeper into people than any 
other director now working in movies." (See the Career Girls site 
at www.octoberfilms.comlcareer/index.html. ) 

In the Company of Men (Sony Pictures Classics). Polarized 
reactions to Neil LaBute's low-budget debut about two 
businessmen who scheme to seduce and dump a deaf woman. 
Some discern a feminist slant to the film's "ballsy depiction of 
man's inhumanity to woman, and man" (Lisa Schwarzbaum, 
Entertainment Weekly). The New York Times' Janet Maslin 
praises its "critical detachment" and "coolly stylized 
exaggeration," which make it "impossible to mistake In the 
Company of Men for simple bigotry." Others perceive rank 
cynicism. Newsday's Jack Mathews says LaBute "has avoided the 
gray shades oflife for in-your-face sensationalism. He's made a 
horror movie designed to shock, and nothing else." (Stills and 
clips are available at 
www.spe.sony.comlPictureslSonyClassicslmenlindex.html.) 

Spawn (New Line Cinema). Based on a cult-hit comic book 
about a CIA agent who returns from the dead to destroy the 
human race as part of a Faustian bargain, this live-action film 
crosses over to mass-market success with both teens and kids
the next Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. Spawn action figures 
have been selling out of stores, and the film grossed $20 million 
its opening weekend. Newsweek praises it as "the summer's most 
spectacular concoction of visual effects and color." Most critics, 
however, echo the New York Times' Stephen Holden's verdict: 
"an incoherent blitz of noise, chintzy special effects and bargain
basement allegory." (Go to www.spawn
themovie.comlindex.html for Spawn's site.) 

Books 
Our Guys: The Glen Ridge Rape and the Secret Life of the 

Perfect Suburb, by Bernard Lefkowitz (University of California 
Press). A journalism professor's account of the 1989 incident in 
which eight high-school jocks raped a mentally retarded girl. 
"Important," says the New York Times Book Review. "[B)rilliantly 
rendered," says the Weekly Standard. Praise goes to Lefkowitz's 
"painst~king" reporting. Shock is expressed at the upper-middle-



class New Jersey community's blase reaction to rape (boys 
boasted about it in their yearbook). But reviewers fault Lefkowitz 
for "sweeping platitudes and cliches that trivialize" (Sally 
Jenkins, the Washington Post) when he links the rape to Glen 
Ridge's obsession with sports. 

Faith or Fear: How Jews Can Survive in a Christian 
America, by Elliott Abrams (Free Press). The ex-Reagan 
administration official's tract against Jewish assimilation stokes 
an old debate most recently fueled by Alan Dershowitz's The 
Vanishing American Jew. Political conservatives endorse 
Abrams' calls for a return to Orthodoxy and an alliance with 
evangelical Christians. "Elliott Abrams is a severe, insightful 
critic of the assumptions that have brought the American Jewish 
community to its current predicament," says Mark Miller in the 
Weekly Standard. Liberals rebuke Abrams for his alarmism about 
intermarriage. In a New York Times op-ed piece, J.J. Goldberg 
says he relies on discredited studies in order to exaggerate the 
"crisis," 

Death 
William S. Burroughs (1914-1997). Obituaries of the author 

of Naked Lunch highlight his importance as a countercultural role 
model, calling him "the non-conformist's non-conformist" (the 
Boston Globe) who "inspired a who's who of pop culture" (USA 
Today). They dwell on the artists (Beats, punk rockers) who 
embraced Burroughs as a guru, and retell bizarre anecdotes from 
his life (he shot his wife accidentally, slept with little boys, and 
hawked his typewriter to buy heroin). Yet none of the obits 
argues for his literary greatness, or that his writing should be read 
by future generations except for reasons of historical curiosity. 

Opera 
Palestrina, by Hans Pfitzner, performed by the Royal Opera 

(Metropolitan Opera House, New York). Controversy embroils 
the first American performance of German composer Hans 
Pfitzner's 1917 opera. Some critics argue Pfitzner has been 
unfairly ignored because of his friendship with Hitler, and urge 
revision. The New Yorker's Alex Ross calls Palestrina-about 
the 16th-century Italian church-music composer-"a 'l'ectacle that 
is magnificent on the surface and haunting at the core." Others, 
though, bash Pfitzner's work as a pale imitation of Wagner, 
"massively bloated [and] endlessly meandering," and say its 
American performance would have been "[b letter never, perhaps, 
than late" (Martin Bernheimer, the Los Angeles Times). 

-Compiled by Franklin Foer and the editors of SLATE. 

IN OTHER MAGAZINES 

By David Plotz 

Economist, Aug. 9 
The cover editorial takes a dim view of America's giddy stock 

market 
( www.economist.comleditoriallfreeforalllcurrentlindex_ld4727.ht 
ml). In order to justifY today's stratospheric share prices, profits 
and productivity must grow at improbably high rates for an 
impossibly long time. (For SLATE's similarly pessimistic take, see 
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Michael Kinsley's "The Stock Market Chicken-Counting Orgy" 
[www.slate.comlHeyWaitl97-07-18IHeyWait.asp ].) A related 
article notes that the skyrocketing stock market is a worldwide 
phenomenon: Equity markets are booming in Europe and Asia, 
too, thanks to low interest rates 
(www.economist.comleditoriallfreeforalllcurrentlindexfn6858.ht 
ml). The Economist celebrates the 100th birthday of aspirin, the 
world's first synthetic drug and still one of the best. Latest bit of 
good news: Aspirin now seems to prevent bowel cancer, in 
addition to relieving pain, quelling inflammation, and preventing 
strokes and heart attacks. 

New Republic, Aug. 25 
The cover story deplores the overdiagnosis of learning 

disabilities: LD advocates say that as many as 50 million 
Americans are learning-disabled; critics say that students claim 
impairment to extract special treatment from schools (extra 
tutoring, extra time on tests, etc.). The disabilities include such 
dubious amictions as "dysgraphia"-that is, bad handwriting. A 
piece argues that black Americans espouse paranoid myths (that 
the CIA sells crack in the inner cities, for example) because it's 
easier for them to believe that white America is trying to destroy 
them than to believe that white America doesn't care about them. 
The "TRB" column suggests that William Weld could revive the 
Republican Party and position himself as a 2000 presidential 
contender by fighting Jesse Helms over Weld's nomination as 
ambassador to Mexico. (For SLATE's less flattering view of Weld, 
see Franklin Foer's "Assessment" 
[ www.slate.comlAssessmentl97-08-02/ Assessment.asp].) Also 
check out the "Frame Game" on Weld vs. Helms 
(www.slate.comlframegamel97-08-07/framegame.asp). 

Vanity Fair, September 1997 
VF traces Andrew Cunanan' s bloody trail from San Diego to 

Minneapolis to Chicago to Miami. He favored hard-core S&M; 
belonged to a fraternity of rich, mostly closeted gay men called 
Gamma Mu; dealt drugs to support his lavish lifestyle; and lied to 
everyone about everything. A Harold Ickes profile says the ex
Clinton staffer is cruel, bullying, and smart. Clinton may have 
tossed him aside, but Ickes is retaliating by cooperating with 
campaign-finance investigators. Also, a pair of articles on 
celebrity marriage. One piece mocks Larry King for marrying too 
often, depicting him as needy, lonely, and desperate for attention. 
The other claims that the marriage of Rudy Giuliani and 
actressffV journalist Donna Hanover is a fa9ade: The New York 
mayor has been conducting an affair with his communications 
director for the past three years, and Hanover will separate from 
him after this fall's election. The story chastises New York media 
for ignoring the story, saying they fear alienating the vindictive 
Giuliani. 

New York Times Magazine, Aug. 10 
The cover story reports on Robert McNamara's visit with his 

old North Vietnamese counterparts. McNamara accepts some 
blame for the war; the Vietnamese don't. A story recounts how a 
long-shunned medical researcher is finally winning acceptance 
for his unconventional theories on heart disease, and suggests that 
new ideas in medicine are often slighted when they don't stand to 
make money for drug companies. A piece profiles Manhattan's 
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real-estate barons. They're being challenged by a new, faceless 
breed of property investors, but they're not worried. 

Newsweek and Time, Aug. 11 
Newsweek hypes as "exclusive" a new bimbo eruption. A 

former aide to White House counsel Bernard Nussbaum tells the 
magazine that, in 1993, another White House employee, Kathleen 
E. Willey, told her that she had been groped and kissed by the 
president. Paula Jones' lawyers have subpoenaed Willey to 
establish Clinton's "pattern of behavior." 

Newsweek offers its eighth medical cover story of the year. 
"The Hidden Causes of Heart Attacks" identifies a new villain, 
the amino acid homocysteine, which damages "arterial walls if it 
reaches high concentrations in the blood stream." Newsweek 
advises a prevention regimen of multivitamins, especially 
vitamins B-6 and B-12. (Time published a piece on homocysteine 
last week.) Other risk factors for heart disease include low birth 
weight and infections like gingivitis. 

Forget about saving the whales: Time reports that the 
overfishing of sharks for fins (an Asian delicacy) and cartilage 
(mistakenly thought to prevent cancer) has brought several 
species to low population levels. 

Both magazines analyze the budget deal. A Newsweek 
columnist notes that the budget would have balanced itself 
quicker if Congress had done nothing new. 

U.S. News & World Report, Aug. 11 
The cover story offers a News You Can Use analysis of the 

budget deal's tax cuts: You benefit if you are middle class and 
have kids, or are rich and own stock 
(www.usnews.com!usnewsJnycuitaxbill.htm). A report details 
how a new coal-mining technique, which decapitates mountains, 
has scarred West Virginia's scenery, destroyed property, and 
created floods 
(www.usnews.com!usnewsJissuel970811111coal.htm). An earnest 
analysis of women in the military advocates that the Pentagon use 
the techniques that helped integrate blacks into the services 
(www.usnews.com!usnewsJissuel970811111army.htm). 

Weekly Standard, Aug. 11 
The cover story lauds Jesse Helms as (next to Reagan) "the 

most important conservative of the last 25 years." Helms is 
"misunderstood," "an able and resourceful executive," "the 
easiest boss in Congress," and "a kindly, courtly gentleman who 
loves kids." "Helms's gutsiest decision has been to confront the 
homosexual movement." An editorial criticizes the Clinton 
administration for threatening to withhold federal aid from the 
University of Texas and the University of California, both of 
which have enacted race-blind admissions policies. And an article 
opposes the use of statistical sampling for the next census, 
arguing that the samplers will favor Democrats. 

The New Yorker, Aug. 11 
A long profile of Soviet refusenik-turned-Israeli Cabinet 

member Natan Sharansky examines the struggle of moving from 
sainthood to practical politics. An editorial argues that the 
balanced-budget compromise is not a compromise, since both 
sides granted each other all the spending and tax cuts they 
wanted, and hence will not balance the budget. An article profiles 
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John Doerr, a Silicon Valley venture capitalist in search of the 
next big technological revolution. 

Economist, Aug. 2 
The cover editorial calls for America and Europe to rethink 

their Iran policies when moderate Muhammad Khatami assumes 
the presidency next week 
( www.economist.com!editoriallfreeforalllcurrentlindex_ld4719.ht 
ml). Khatami has been a hero of the West ever since he was 
removed as culture minister for being too permissive. A related 
story raises questions about an energy deal between Turkey and 
Turkmenistan, since natural gas will be piped through Iran 
(www.economist.com!editoriallfreeforalllcurrentlindex_ir6339.ht 
ml). And, an article on the double bombing in Jerusalem says the 
explosion "could prove a mortal blow" to Prime Minister 
Netanyahu's government. Just one hour before the attack, 
Netanyahu's advisers were mocking Labor leaders for their 
inability to curb terrorism. 

DIALOGUES 

Estate Tax 
Bob Packwood was a U.S. senator from Oregonfrom 1969 to 1995. 
He is president of his own consultingfirm, Sunrise Research Inc. 
(located in Washington, D.C.), where he lobbies on the estate-tax 

. issue. James Glassman writes a weekly investment column for the 
Washington Post (www.washingtonpost.comlwp
srvlbusiness/glassman.htm). He is moderator ofCNN's Capital Gang 
Sunday. Earlier entries in this thread are available at 
www.slate.com. 

From: Bob Packwood 
Sent: August 6, 1997 
To: James Glassman 
Subject: Estate Tax 

Dear Jim, 

OK. OK. OK. We practically agree. The recently passed tax 
bill makes the code infinitely more complex. The $500 per child 
tax credit-added complexity. The tuition credit-added 
complexity. But, the effort to eliminate the estate tax-that's 
simplicity. No generation-skipping trusts, no complicated 
charitable foundations, no expensive lawyers and accountants 
with their estate-planning doodads and geegaws charging you 
thousands of dollars to advise you how to avoid Uncle Sam at 
death. Jim, elimination of the estate tax moves toward what you 
and I both want. A flat, simple tax. The way I look at it, however, 
the recently passed tax bill helps us. One more level of 
complexity added to already-existing multiple levels of 
complexity. Sooner or later the public will not just tire of it-they 
will revolt. Hopefully, you and I-together with Porthos, Aramis, 
Athos, and d' Artagnan-will be there to lead the revolt. 



Government Power 
Jeffrey Rosen is legal ajJairs editor of the New Republic and 
associate professor at the George Washington University Law 
School. Eugene Scalia is an associate with the law firm Gibson. 
Dunn & Crutcher LLP. Earlier entries in this thread are available at 
www.slate.com. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Eugene Scalia 
August 5, 1997 
Jeffrey Rosen 
Government Power 

First, I think a little more background will be helpful: 
Among the framers' principal checks on federal power was 

that Congress would be able to legislate only with respect to 
matters enumerated in the Constitution. In recent times, however, 
due particularly to the Supreme Court's broad reading of 
Congress' "Commerce Clause" power, this limitation has become 
a laughingstock. Thus, the following from the transcript of oral 
argument in the Supreme Court's 1995 Lopez case: "Question: 
'Can you tell me, ... has there been anything in our recent history 
in the last 20 years where it appears that Congress made a 
considered judgment that [it lacked the constitutional power] to 
reach a particular subject?' (Laughter)." . 

In Lopez and a handful of other recent decisions, the court has 
reaffirmed the existence of limits on congressional power. Lopez 
involved a law prohibiting "any individual knowingly to possess a 
firearm ... [in] a school zone." The court ruled that possessing 
guns near schools did not "substantially affect" "Commerce ... 
among the several States," and that accordingly the provision was 
outside the commerce power and unconstitutional. In this year's 
case involving the Religious Freedom Restoration Act, the court 
held that Congress could not construct whole new grounds for its 
legislative authority by interpreting the Constitution in a manner 
that only three years before the Supreme Court had rejected. The 
result in the Brady Bill case is amply described in your opening. 

You raise "policy" and "constitutional" concerns with these 
decisions that I will address in a moment, but it is important to be 
clear that even your constitutional concerns are methodological, 
not substantive; you nowhere question the constitutional result in 
these cases, and from this I infer that you boisterously applaud the 
court's intent to take seriously constitutional limits on federal 
power. You're right: The court needed to draw a line on the 
commerce power somewhere--Lopez was a good point. RFRA 
was a brazen and unprecedented attempt by Congress to make its 
own (expansive) interpretations of the Bill of Rights paramount, 
and to open whole new sources of legislative authority; not a 
single justice approved the constitutionality of its action. As for 
the Brady case, surely state sovereignty means that state officers 
will not be made flunkies for implementing federal programs. 

All of these decisions were cautious, causing little if any 
disturbance in prior case law or current federal programs, yet 
signaling new resolve to enforce constitutional limits. Had the 
court ruled otherwise, the game would have been up; holding as it 
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did, the court maintained a stable foundation from which it may 
approach more difficult questions of federal power. 

You express the "policy" concern that "cooperative 
federalism" might be threatened by the holding in the Brady case 
that the federal government can't dragoon state officers. Not to 
worry: Federal and state authorities can still "cooperate" the old
fashioned way-mutual agreement. You raise the possibility that 
Congress will respond to the Brady decision by "cutting the states 
out of the loop entirely"; this is your devilish way of encouraging 
the Supreme Court to impose limits under the Commerce Clause 
so that this retaliatory response will be foreclosed and the nation' 
will look even more to the states for important functions. 

You "admire" Justice Scalia and "agree with his 
methodology," as you have written elsewhere, but you fear that in 
the majority opinion in the Brady case he may have strayed off 
the reservation. Not so: The opinion describes the steps leading to 
the court's holding not as "ambiguous," but as "clear," "plain," 
"incontestable," and "far outweigh[ing]" any contrary indications. 
The Harmelin opinion does NOT limit constitutional restrictions 
to matters where the text "speak[s] to th[ e] precise question" 
before the court, and no justice would so limit the court's role. In 
cases concerning the allocation of powers particularly, the court 
frequently resorts to history and constitutional structure to discern 
the spheres of government power. That said, even if the burden 
had shifted between Harmelin and the Brady case, I could see the 
argument for doing so: federal statutes are construed with a 
presumption against infringements of state soverei~ty-why not 
the Constitution? 

Your final queries amount to one broad question that is key 
and difficult: If the Constitution's limits on congressional power 
are to be enforced, how and where will the lines be drawn? For 
starters, I believe it remains incumbent on the Supreme Court to 
ensure that Congress not exceed its commerce power. Do you, or 
do you regard the inquiry as too difficult and propose, therefore, 
that responsibility lies with Congress (and the president) alone? If 
so, how is Congress any better at drawing the line than the court, 
and would you apply the same rule to all congressional powers, 
so that, for instance, the court should never have taken up the 
question in the RFRA case? To address your specific queries: I 
am not sure what is meant by a "vision" of enumerated powers, 
and the notion that the "vision" might change with time-
Congress' powers are set forth for all to read, in the same words 
as when written. Commerce, though, is fluid, and what affects 
interstate commerce today might not have 200 years ago. 
"Grinding to a halt" I always oppose, but the federal government 
reconsidering its minute regulation of American life? That would 
be welcome. 

I look forward to your reply. 

Right-Wing Journalism 
Tucker Carlson is a stajJwriter for the Weekly Standard 
David Brock is an investigative writer for the American Spectator 
(www.spectator.org). He is author of The Seduction of Hillary 
Rodham and The Real Anita Hill. 
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This dialogue grows out of Brock's article, "Confessions of a Right
Wing Hit Man, .. in the July 1997 issue of Esquire. This thread is 
available at www.slate.com. 

DIARY 

By Ron Carlson 

Ron Carlson's most recent book is the story collection The Hotel 
Eden. Hisfiction has appeared this year in Esquire and Harper's. He 
lives in Arizona. 

Monday, Aug. 4,1997 

Oh sing in me muse and through me tell the story of our road 
trip--or anything you feel inclined to type up while I drive. 

This is a road trip in what we call a recreational vehicle, an 
RV, which means anything with wheels in which you can watch 
TV. We (two families) are rolling out of Phoenix in the long
awaited massive monsoon rain toward Cedar City, Utah, where 
we'll pick up the Nelsons' daughter Becky who has been ~t 
Shakespeare camp for 10 days. Seven people going up, eight 
coming back. Three boys ages 12 and 13, two of them ours. The 
TV is on before we're out of Scottsdale. 

Our family road trips, of which there are at least two every 
summer, are different endeavors. In the closer quarters, Elaine 
reads to us; in the last two summers we've had a dozen books. 

By the time we're north of Flagstaff, all the characters in this 
vehicle have sorted themselves into the furniture. The three boys 
are in the far back well into a cinema classic about a plane crash, 
snow-a film made five years after my one-minute monologue: "I 
Ate My Best Friend's Brain." The first line there is: "Well, he 
wasn't my best friend, I mean, what's a best friend?" 

Today our route is the great old highway 89: Flagstaff, Page, 
Kanab, Hurricane, Cedar City, the little ship rocking through the 
Navajo Reservation, rain all the way. 

After the first film and before the second, a feature about 
spiders, we consider a reading. The Odyssey is our next book, but 
there's some resistance. We're in an RV and Nick is lobbying. He 
says from the kitchen table, 10 feet behind the driver: "I already 
saw that show." 

"It's not a show," I offer. There are seconds between every 
sentence in this huge noisy thing. 

"He starts with the goddess," Colin (12) adds; he's always 
been an evidence man. 

"It's not a show," I repeat. "It's a book." 
"He tries to get home and he kills that one guy," Nick says. 
"The Cyclops," Brian says. There's a reverential pause for 

one of the frrst great action sequences, and then Elaine reads the 
first page, which sets a different tone, kind of legal, and makes 
the story seem to be about property rights. It's relatively hard to 
hear. The boys hide behind the TV way back there. 

Elaine does the pragmatic thing. She stands in the rolling ship 
and gives everybody a cup of pistachios. Immediately a fabulous 
moment of gratitude descends; we've got snacks-and the 
wonderful debris! We've got the open road before us, the spiders 
in the back, and we've got snacks. In 90 minutes we'll be in that 
American paradise-a motel! 
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I've always loved the invocation of the muse however. I 
spend my life dealing with writers' tenuous confidence in their 
stories and there's something true right off the bat about writers 
nodding at the fact that they may have bitten off a story that m~y 
bear a dimension or two they may need help chewing. I'd like to 
bring it back; it would beat the heck out of acknowledgments and 
serve the same purpose. 

Tuesda~Aug.5. 1997 

This morning we watch the student actors at the Shakespeare 
Festival here in Cedar City, Utah. The light rain has us in a bland 
classroom which all these noble youth transcend with dexterity. 
These are mainly high-school students and they are good, every 
one of them ready for trouble, that is drama. For two hours, 
without hesitation, they sing, cajole, tease, declaim. Such 
language in such instruments is a ringing pleasure. I watch our 
boys, the seriousness they give to these performers, who are only 
two and three years older than they. 

The actress Rebecca Nelson, 16, is fully surprised that her 
family and the Carlsons have come to retrieve her, and she grins 
and colors, and then, thank god, introduces us to all her friends. 

Our family slips away and uses lunch at a Mexican restaurant 
to preview Hamlet, the play tonight, and as I tell the story, the 
boys light to familiar moments that they know from somewhere. 
When Nick expands the orchard murder I ask him ifhe's seen this 
show before. The prince is still alive when the bill arrives. 

Summers I find myself traveling in close quarters with my 
family, and there are surprises in such proximity. Throughout the 
lunch and our long walk afterward, we're talking, and as we talk, 
that odd thing happens with our names, that is, everyone uses the 
wrong name once or twice. Colin walks with me and he turns and 
commences some of his observations with "Nick," or "Mom." 
We do it when we start sentences. I remember my mother going 
through my brothers' names looking for mine as she stood before 
me with an instruction, and we all got so we knew that a revision 
of the name or an apology was unnecessary. And that is what .has 
happened now in my family. Nick starts a sentence to me with his 
brother's name and he is undeniably speaking to me. It only 
means we've all created our code; we're in the circle. 

In the last daylight we attend the outdoor "Green Show," 
watching these clapping gypsies sing and strut and tell fortunes 
and bad jokes. The lawns of Southern Utah University are filled 
with hundreds of playgoers. Two plays are pe.rformed every night. 

Our Hamlet is indoors and it is absolutely off the charts. I 
won't review it but to say it has exactly the vital shadowed heart 
that I wanted the boys to see in their frrst production. It's been set 
somewhere between the World Wars-rifles, uniforms, European 
business suits-very classy. Fortinbras' soldiers wear smart red 
berets. Polonius steals the show, his two-thirds. Sitting in the 
theatre I'm aware again that a thousand novels take their titles 
from the play, and I'm not sure there isn't a book of poems 
waiting for the Ghost's phrase, "The Porches of My Ear." 

After the curtain call there's a little water in my eyes, but not 
for Hecuba, and as our group stands, Colin says quietly, "That 
was pretty good." On the way back to the motel, everyone tired 
and righteous (having sat still for three hours), I ask my friend 
Scott if he's got one of those berets somewhere. He's driving the 



motor home slowly under some leafy sycamores on a quiet street. 
The branches brush the top of the tall vehicle. He looks at me 
puzzled, then smiles. "That's right," he says. "They were 
Norwegians, weren't they." 

VVednesda~Aug.6,1997 

Certainly many of my most optimistic moments have been 
spent checking the oil of my car in motel parking lots early in the 
morning. There's a paper cup of coffee balanced on the bumper. 
A little packing, a search under the beds for lost treasures, and 
then: away! The world awaits! Today, we (all eight, two families) 
draw away from Cedar City under blue skies and head toward 
Phoenix. 

Climbing east into the mountains, we tour Cedar Breaks State 
Park, a shocking panorama of red and white towers in a canyon 
that yawns from over 10,000 feet out over the good if not great 
plains. I've never been here. The nearly empty viewpoint itself is 
rustic, a huge log rail over the precipice, and there at land's end is 
a writer. Some kid, probably 15, stands on the wrong side of the 
rail with his notebook propped against it, writing. If he takes three 
steps backward, he'll be a scream and a memory. I watch my wife 
Elaine and our friend the novelist Barbara Nelson circle the area, 
pretending to take in the radical view, but they are watching all 
the children, thinking them away from the edge. The Writer wants 
what we all want. He wants me to come over and ask him what 
he's writing and ifhe knows he's in danger. 

Early afternoon we pull into the Kaibab National Forest and 
everyone climbs out. The ponderosas are huge and fragrant in the 
warm day. This is secret; one of my family'S caches. Up a logging 
road and under a tree Colin digs up what we buried when we 
were here last, over a year ago. I can't say what it is, but we share 
a pungent and foamy toast. Everyone makes offerings for what to 
put back, and we gather over five dollars and Elaine's bead 
necklace. Brian Nelson(13) hands over his ticket stub from 
Hamlet and it was headed for a scrapbook. There's more there 
right now, buried under a special marker which Barbara threw in 
a special place, after five tries. 

We've always had caches. For years we had a jar of money 
buried by a fence post off Highway 40 in Utah near Starvation 
Reservoir. We'd dig it up each year and then simply add more· 
cash. The bills in there were brown. Then two years ago we 
stopped and they'd widened the road for oil exploration and 
moved the entire fence. The boys walked in circles for a while. 

Winding down the Kaibab Plateau, I pull off at the newly 
paved turnout. I've been worried about not being able to get any 
sex into any of this until now. We can see clearly to the red rock 
notch that cuts toward Page, and a 1,000-square-mile desert floor 
lies below us like just what it is: some primal thing, that eerie 
shadow snaking through it is the Colorado River gorge which 10 
miles south becomes the Grand Canyon. This very turnout was 
the site of a magnificent tryst 30 years ago, and my associate in 
that tender endeavor is now 12 feet behind me in this vehicle 
reading. Our children and our friends sit between us. When I ask 
her if she remembers anything, if she remembers any particular 
thing about this particular place, she looks over her book, tilts her 
head, and says, "Can it, Ron." 
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Five hours later, we're throwing our duffels onto our 
driveway in the dark. Everyone is jangled, whacked out, 
splenetic. The hulking recreational vehicle hums ironically beside 
our farewells, as if it were innocent. I can see a FedEx mailer 
glowing by our door. It is too late to get the cats from jail, the 
kennel closed, and we four stagger inside. This building, we see 
by the mail, must be our home. 

Thursda~Aug. 7,1997 

Finally something characteristic in this week, the chance to sit 
at the desk, alone. As a teacher I try to facilitate that ability in 
others, and as a writer I visit it myself from time to time. As we 
all know: The writer is simply the person who stays in the room. 

But: the car goes in today-tires, brakes, the trimmings. 
Elaine picks me up at the garage and we wheel into the hideous 
Phoenix traffic. We've been away and the only sane 
accommodation is to curse and laugh. A kid in an old blue Impala 

. comes screaming up behind us, his brakes smoking. He looks like 
somebody out ofR. Crumb. Everybody for one hour today in the 
petrochemical Phoenix haze looks like someone out of R. Crumb. 
We all want to keep on truckin', but there appear to be these other 
citizens in the way. 

At home I find Nick (13) in our bedroom watching television 
polishing his bicycle. He walks it out of the room under my 
instruction as if leading it to the gallows. His posture is of a sad 
old padre. We have just entered an era of BMX bicycles. Nick has 
one of these shiny little vehicles and it is the object of his 
affection. I understand this. I had a bicycle, I tell him, and I used 
it to go places. My good son Nick isn't into that. His dream is to 
ride on fences, benches, steps, curbs, rails, tables, culverts, all 
kinds of places that escaped my interest as a bike rider. Things, in 
fact, I avoided. He hops, ramps, stands on the chrome pegs at 
each axle. 

However, Nick's efforts to ride the western fences have not 
all been victories, and he has, in the terminology, biffed. He 
returns home from his fencing fully biffed, the skin taken from 
his elbows, knees, knuckles. "I biffed," he says. Where's the kid 
who six months ago would limp home crying? Now he comes in 
and heads for the hydrogen peroxide. 

Fortunately, in the summer of 1962, racing down Memory 
Grove above Salt Lake, my front wheel flew off, and that ancient 
biff grants me now a substantial measure of authority with my 
son. When I tell the story, Nick and his friend sit close. The scar 
on my knee is a big real thing, and it means I have my son's 
attention for one more brief season. 

Late in the afternoon, our friend Darlene stops by to gather 
her son Kenny (13). With her is their French exchange student. 
Benjamin is 15 and I try some of my West High French. We 
determine: he likes rugby, and he is not hungry. I show him the 
garish red and yellow monster !ruck posters in the TV room. 
EXTERMINATOR SHOW! LA PUISSANCE AU SERVICE DE LA 
DESTRUCTION! Benjamin looks concerned, and I honestly don't 
know how to tell him we peeled them from telephone poles near 
St. Tropez last year. What's the phrase for telephone pole? He'll 
think I'm saying Polish Telephone. I say Souvenir, and he nods 
seriously. This fine young man thinks we went to southern France 
to attend the monster truck show. These nutty Americans. 
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Friday, Aug. 8,1997 

Elaine and I have lunch at a Greek place, and she scans the 
fax of an interview I've given. It will be published in the fall, and 
I've been asked to check the facts. She's having a good time with 
some of the phrases in the intro reading "boyish grin," and then 
"slight hint of jowl." Jowl becomes the theme. Elaine reads 
several sections aloud. I eat my dolmas quietly. The ceiling is 
painted a shocking Mediterranean blue. 

I head for Prescott, 100 miles north, in my friend Scott's 
Mustang. He's saved me hours off the round trip by loaning me 
the car, and I arrive at Yavapai College one minute before my 
reading. The campus is tom up, under construction, and I can't 
find the hall. In the English building I see my picture on some 
flyers, but everyone I ask is lost too. It's registration week. Finally 
I bump into my friend and recent student Tom L. who is teaching 
at the conference and he takes me over one building where we 
meet the director Susan M., a prolific writer herself. The small 
auditorium is full of earnest writers and I simply start talking 
about the story I'm working on now, the lost remote control in the 
bar. I've given 20 readings in the last three months, all around the 
country, and I'm just not enjoying it now. If you read three times 
in two days or you don't press into new work between readings, 
you're painting directional stripes on the winding walkway to hell 
with a power sprayer, or something like that. It's bad for you. So 
today I talk, make diagrams on the blackboard, comment, answer 
questions, finally read a few paragraphs of something in progress, 
which is the kind of risk I was up for. 

Afterward I sign a few books. You open to the title page, 
cross out your printed name and add your signature below it. 
Where do authors learn this stuff? At Author School. Years ago at 
a bookstore in New York, I watched Frank Herbert sign a book 
that way, and I figured, hey, this is Dune, it will be good enough 
for my little books. 

Five of us end up at the best restaurant in Prescott having 
blackened burgers and the frosty local lager. Tom and Allison talk 
about their honeymoon in Hawaii, a horror which turned into a 
windfall in paradise. They are both writing novels. Susan's 
writing a novel. Eddie W. is finishing his textbook. 

I try to talk sense to these people: there are so many things 
superior to writing. Eating. Walking down the sidewalk in town 
so that your reflection in the store windows looks like some rich 
guy. Driving your friend's new car on a big desert night while 10 
mile thunderheads hold up the firmament in every direction. 
Smelling the desert creosote. Checking your face with one hand 
then the other to see if you have implied or stated jowls, here in 
the next-to-last month of your 40s. Yet we keep coming back to 
the desk, going into our stories. It's too late for me; I'm trained. 
I've written the story and I've taken my pleasures, and the 
pleasures with the story is a better deal. 

I arrive home to all the lights on, two kids in every room. It's 
sleepovers in this dormitory. In two and a half years, I'll just be a 
guy who wrote five books in the last century. I'd better get busy. 

CHATTERBOX 

Capital Games 
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"Inequity Fixed In Proposal for Capital Gains," reads the 
headline in yesterday's New York Times. Oh, really? You mean 
the inequity that top-bracket investors pay a lower tax rate than 
bottom-bracket wage earners? No, not at all: This week's 
"historic" budget deal sweetens the special treatment of capital 
gains. But the farcically complicated new rules would have 
accidentally increased the tax on profits from assets sold after 
more than a year but less than 18 months. And, "after hearing 
Wall Street scream and moan" (as the Times put it), it took less 
than a day for Congress and the White House to correct this 
horrible unfairness. Advocates of a capital gains tax break 
ordinarily sneer at any talk of equity or fairness as "class 
warfare." But apparently concerns about equity and fairness are 
OK when the oppressed class is people who sell assets after 17 
months. (8//) 

Hello, Mrs. Graham. Get Us Rewrite. 
Do the reporters at the Washington Post read their own 

editorial page? 
"A partisan showdown that dominated Washington politics 

for nearly three years came to a placid ending on the White House 
South Lawn yesterday as President Clinton signed legislation that 
... puts the government on a path to a balanced budget by 2002," 
read Wednesday's (Aug. 6) front page. Yet back on the editorial 
page (following on several editorials and op-ed columns noting 
the deal would make the deficit larger-not smaller), even 
normally Clinton-supportive editorial cartoonist Herblock 
portrayed the president and Newt Gingrich toasting themselves 
while saying, "It's wonderful what we can refrain from doing 
when we work together." (8/6) 

Politics Is Like a Metaphor 
The first paragraph of George Will's column today suggests a 

visit to the metaphor clinic: 
"August, when time's winged chariot usually slows 

perceptibly, is occasionally eventful (1914,1939), and this year is 
enlivened by President Clinton's nomination of William Weld as 
ambassador to Mexico, by Sen. Jesse Helms's opposition and by 
Weld's feistiness. Normally it would require plastic surgery to 
implant in the public an interest in an ambassadorial nomination, 
but this little pebble rolling downhill is producing an avalanche 
of fascinating facets." 

We're on a literary roller coaster, jiggling like Jell-O, heading 
into the eye of the storm. (8/7) 

-Edited by Jack Shafer. 

Got a tip for "Chatterbox"? Drop a line to 
JackShafer@msn.com. 

README 

Mystery Disappearance of Tabloid Love Nest 
Last week's "Readme" ("Cybermag in Tabloid Love Nest") 

promised a new feature patrolling the world of tabloids and 
gossip (www.slate.comlReadme/97-08-02IReadme.asp). That 
feature has been delayed while our lawyers ponder the risks of 
reporting what has been reported in the tabs. Meanwhile, 



obviously, the lesson is that you can't believe everything you read 
in Readme. 

That said, we wish to make clear that: 
• Larry Ellison is bearing Madonna's love child; 
• Aliens landed last week in Redmond, Wash., demanded 

copies of Microsoft Office 97 ("we have no one this 
wonderful on our planet"), and took off again; 

• SLATE just recorded its first profitable quarter. 

Who Framed Will Saletan? 
Please check out our latest department, the "Frame Game" 

(www.slate.comlframegamel97-08-07 Iframegame.asp). The 
author is Will Saletan, who also writes "The Week/The Spin" 
(and who compiled the pundits' index during last year's election 
season) (www.slate.com/Spinl97-08-09/Spin.asp). The idea is to 
analyze a current Washington controversy in terms of how the 
various participants are framing it-the thesis being that whoever 
succeeds in framing the issue usually ends up carrying the day. 
Will's first effort concerns the struggle between Sen. Jesse Helms 
and Bill Weld over Weld's nomination as ambassador to Mexico. 

-Michael Kinsley 

THE GIST 

The Palestinian Authority 
By Franklin Foer 

W hen two Palestinian suicide bombers killed 15 Jews in a 
Jerusalem market last week, Israeli Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu blamed the president of the Palestinian 
Authority, Yasser Arafat. Netanyahu condemned Arafat as 
irresponsibly soft on terrorism, withheld millions of dollars Israel 
owed to Arafat's government, and ordered the blockading of the 
Israeli-PaJestinian border. The Israeli sanctions came the same 
week that 16 of Arafat's ministers tendered their resignations. 
What is the P A? Why does everybody agree that it is in crisis? 
What is the future of the peace talks that established the PA? 

The PA was born out of the 1993 Oslo Declaration of 
Principles. Israel promised the Palestine Liberation 
Organization-the self-styled Palestinian government-in-exile-
that it would withdraw from the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
territories captured from Jordan and Egypt respectively in the 
1967 Six Day War. The Oslo accord also established a timetable 
for negotiations that would lead to Israel's departure from the 
territories. First on that timetable was a plan for Israel to leave 
Gaza City and Jericho (the cities with the largest Palestinian 
populations), then other major population centers, then the 
remainder of the two territories. Under the plan, an interim 
government organized by the PLO was established to assume 
control of internal security and civil administration-education, 
garbage collection, etc. The Oslo accord predicated progress on 
the PLO holding democratic elections. May 1999 is the deadline 
for an agreement over Jerusalem, a city that both parties claim as 
their capital and which neither wants to share. May 1999 is also 
the deadline for negotiations over full Israeli withdrawal from the 
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Gaza Strip and West Bank, as well as for what is ambiguously 
called the "final status" of security and border arrangements. 

The first two stages of the withdrawal were completed before 
negotiations stalled in March after Israel broke ground for a 
housing project in Arab East Jerusalem. The PA controls the 
security and civil government of nine cities, in which about 90 
percent of the 2.4 million Arabs in the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
live. The PA has no jurisdiction over the more than 150,000 
Jewish settlers living throughout the two territories. Their future 
will probably be decided by the "final status" negotiations. 

Yasser Arafat's cult of personality guaranteed that nobody 
would challenge his initial un-elected rule of the PA. Following 
the Arab defeat in the 1967 war, a coalition of disparate guerrilla 
groups, labor unions, and political parties gradually coalesced 
into a single opposition organization, the PLO. A trained engineer 
and longtime guerrilla, Arafat came to fame when he led a band 
of Palestinians to victory over the Israeli army in a minor battle at 
al-Karamah in 1968. He rose to the helm of the organization later 
that year. In 1974, the PLO renounced its support of terrorism, 
causing the Arab League, a council of the governments of 20 
Arabic-speaking countries, to deem it the official representative 
of the Palestinians. 

In his self-imposed exile in Tunisia, Arafat was joined by 
thousands of Palestinians. When he returned to Gaza and the 
West Bank in 1994, these "Tunisians" received the most 
important appointments within the new bureaucracy. Wealthy 
enough to have had the means to flee Israel in 1967, they began 
building villas and buying fancy cars upon their return, provoking 
resentment among the thousands of Palestinians who have lived 
for decades in U.N.-run refugee camps. 

Recent studies corroborate widespread suspicions of P A 
corruption. In March, the PA's comptroller concluded that 
millions of P A dollars had been siphoned off for private use by 
officials. Several ministers have been blamed for egregious 
abuses, leading the Palestinian Parliament to call for the 
resignation of the entire Cabinet. Last week all but two ministers 
agreed to step down, though many say it is unlikely they will ever 
actually do so. Arafat, notorious for his scruffiness, has a 
reputation for eschewing wealth, and he has not been accused of 
personal wrongdoing. However, his undemocratic attitude and 
predilection for political patronage are seen by many Palestinians 
as the ultimate root of the malfeasance. 

Oslo makes Arafat dependent on Israel. He has much to 
gain from the peace process: more power and land for his 
govemment, for one. Also, under the accords, Israel annually 
gives the P A nearly $500 million in taxes collected from 
Palestinians who work and buy goods in Israel. This is the money 
that Israel withheld last week, and it accounts for more than two
thirds of the PA's budget. The balance of the budget comes in the 
form of donations from foreign governments. Netanyahu's 
government also is supporting several major public-works 
projects in P A territory, including the construction of an airport 
and seaport in Gaza. These projects are crucial to an independent 
Palestinian economy. Currently, more than 37,000 Palestinians 
commute daily to jobs in Israel. 

The Israelis intend to withhold funds in the hopes that the P A 
will crack down on the Islamic militant terrorists. Specifically, 
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the Israelis want Arafat to shut down Hamas, Arafat's most 
powerful domestic opponent, which is purportedly responsible for 
the suicide bombing. Hamas has a strong organization. It controls 
mosques, schools, and a political party, all of which predate the 
organization of its terrorist arm in the late '80s. Most Palestinians 
reject Islamic fundamentalism. According to polls, only about 25 
percent of Palestinians "support" Hamas, but they and Arafat 
alike avoid criticizing the group's political leaders, as doing so 
would be considered kowtowing to the Jews. 

Conditions are ripe for discontent. The Palestinian economy 
has deteriorated during the PA's reign. Unemployment in the 
West Bank and Gaza is at 30 percent, up from 19 percent when 
Arafat took over. Palestinian per capita income has fallen to 
$1,400 per year, one-tenth of Israel's. These economic casualties 
are Arafat's most vocal critics. They support the argument that 
the peace process is a failed experiment that should be scrapped. 

Yet Arafat remains popular-he won 88 percent of the vote 
in last year's presidential elections, and recent polls estimate his 
pUblic-approval ratings at about 65 percent. He quashes 
opponents with brutal force, arresting Islamic militants and left
wing secularists who oppose him and shuttering newspapers and 
television stations when they criticize him. Human-rights 
organizations roundly criticize the P A, citing the 14 prisoners 
who have been tortured to death in the last three years while in 
police custody. 

The Palestinian Authority's massive security apparatus
more than 80,000 strong-appears to be somewhat out of 
Arafat's control. PA security has resisted Israeli demands that it 
take action against Hamas and refused, on occasion, to cooperate 
with the Israeli Defense Forces. When Israel began constructing 
apartment buildings in Arab East Jerusalem last March, PA 
security stopped relaying intelligence about the operations of 
Hamas' terrorist wing. This breakdown ofPA-Israeli cooperation 
is the basis for the Israeli complaint that Arafat is culpable for last 
week's Jerusalem bombing. Last week Israel also ordered the PA 
to arrest one of its high-ranking police officers for planning an 
attack on a Jewish settlement. 

Last year, Arafat cracked down on Hamas after a string of 
bombings in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, arresting more than 1,200 
suspected terrorists, destroying Hamas safe houses, and 
confiscating its weapons caches. Arafat is reluctant to reprise that 
police action, observers say, because he believes that the threat 
of terrorism is the only way to force Netanyahu to restart the 
peace talks. Meanwhile, Israeli closure of the PA's borders 
further punishes the Palestinian economy. And Israel has 
threatened to send troops into PA-controlled cities and crack 
down on Hamas itself. Arafat's aides say this would be akin to an 
act of war. 

The Palestinian Authority's Ministry of Information 
(www.pna.org/mininfo/) spins the PA line and serves up 
Yasser Arafat's bio, photo, and fax number 
(www.pna.org/mininfo/who/prsident.htm). Go to 
www.pmo.gov.il/cgi-bin/bulletins.pl?path=prto get spun in the 
other direction by the Israeli Government Press Office. See 
this "Gist" on an edict, issued earlier this year, that made the 
sale of Arab land to Jews a capital crime 
(www.slate.com/GisU97-05-17/Gist.asp). The Jerusalem Post 
offers updates on the situation in the area (www.jpost.co.il/). 
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E-MAIL TO THE EDITORS 

Address your e-mail totheeditorstoletters@slate.com. 
Please include your address and daytime phone number (for 
confirmation only). 

The Pique in Review 
Having read David Brock's essay in the July Esquire, I am 

aware of his penchant for the witless smear. But for him to claim 
in his latest "Dialogue" that "Ramesh Ponnuru ... sounds like a 
David Brock wannabe" is a truly low blow 
(www.slate.comlCodelDDDIDDD.asp?file=RightWing&iMsg=4) 
. For one thing, I don't rifle through people's underwear drawers 
to get my stories. Nor do I try to pass off rumors as fact. I make a 
point of checking facts before criticizing people in print. Finally, 
I'm not in the habit of being photographed surrounded by 
kindling and tied to a tree. But I suppose these are minor 
differences that shouldn't get in the way of the truly important 
things. Brock is still welcome at National Review's next party. 

-Ramesh Ponnuru 
National Review 

Greece Is the Word 
David Franklin' s c~mplete misunderstanding of the Socratic 

method in "Trials of Socrates" leads him to the right conclusions 
for all the wrong reasons (www.slate.comlConceptl97-07-
30/Concept.asp). Franklin writes under the impression that, as the 
law is a practical art and not a science, the Socratic method is 
improper. This is absurd. The Socratic method is effective only in 
seeking resolution to nonscientific matters: morality, justice, 
ethics. Thus the Socratic method is extremely effective for the 
training of attorneys. 

The problem is that law schools fail to practice the Socratic 
method. Socrates never engaged more than a few individuals in a 
dialogue. Law school question-and-answer teaching is as Socratic 
as slam dancing is balletic. Contrary to Franklin's claims, a true 
Socratic method would require a student-to-faculty ratio of 5-to-1 
and a higher quality of faculty. 

Franklin is ultimately correct; radical reforms are needed. 
Nevertheless, the answers involve embracing the Socratic method 
(it is impossible to think of anything more radical than first-year 
law school classes with half a dozen students), not demeaning it. 

-Patrick Daniel Gatti, Esq. 
Midvale, Utah 

Hemlock 
In reference to David Franklin's "Trials of Socrates," which is 

subtitled, "It's worse than sexist. It's idiotic," I ask you: Isn't 
sexism idiotic? To what are we comparing idiocy? A considerably 
audible "tsk, tsk" I send you, SLATE. 

-Elisabeth Meyer 
Paducah, Ky. 

Passive Voice 
In "Passive Aggressive," Daniel Akst is wrong to think that 

index investing is an example of the tragedy of the commons 
(www.slate.comlFeaturesiIndexiindex.asp). Akst reasons as 
follows: I) When markets are efficient it is in everyone's self-



interest to passively invest in index funds; 2) When everyone 
passively invests in index funds, markets will no longer be 
efficient; 3) Therefore, index investing leads to inefficient 
markets. The flaw in the reasoning is that it is not in an 
individual's self-interest to invest in an index fund if everyone 
else is doing so. 

Suppose that everyone invests in an index fund. Since no one 
does any research, shares in Microsoft will sell for the same price 
as shares in the Imafraud Gold Mining Co.-hence the evil of 
index investing according to Akst. But, should this situation ever 
occur, anyone who does even an iota of research could make a 
killing by buying Microsoft stock at a ridiculously low price. 
More generally, as the amount of index investing increases, the 
return to market research increases. We need not lose sleep, 
therefore, about any lack of market research. 

Akst is perhaps confused by the following two truths: 1) If 
everyone researches the market, an individual should passively 
index invest; 2) If everyone passively index invests, an individual 
should research the market. The paradox is solved by realizing 
that everyone need not follow the same strategy. Index investing 
makes sense for those of us who don't have the time or 
inclination to closely monitor our investments. Researching the 
market makes sense if you are good at. it and you are willing to do 
it full time. Index investors rely on researchers to keep the market 
tolerably efficient. Researchers rely on index investors to leave 
enough opportunity for them to make money based on their 
research. In either case, no tragedy occurs. 

-Alex Tabarrok 
Ball State University, department of economics 
Muncie, Ind. 

Daniel Akst responds: It's possible that, as at least one other 
reader has suggested in "The Fray," if indexing goes far enough, 
the marginal returns to research will become so great that 
research will pay, the market will be made efficient, and everyone 
will live happily ever after 
(www.slate.comlCodeifraylFray.asp?thread=227).lt·s also 
possible that this will not happen. In a world of indexers, I can 
certainly discover, through my research, that XYZ Corp. is a great 
deal at a given price, but in such a world, who will pay me the 
price I think I deserve? Certainly not the indexers. Indexing 
probably has already made the stock market less efficient, simply 
because a growing proportion of the money invested is now 
indifferent to ratios of price to performance and other measures of 
value, not to mention expectations of growth. Bad companies are 
already being subsidized in this way, and to the extent that the 
larger economy is any kind of commons, indexing is undermining 
it. 

Girls Just Wanna Have Funds 
In "Good Girl, Bad Girl," Graef Crystal has some very 

convoluted logic at the end of his piece 
(www.slate.comlmaximumwage/97-07-17/maximumwage.asp). 
He writes: "We need a lot more women CEOs, and not merely 
because of considerations of fairness. Those extra women will 
expand the supply of CEOs and help to drive down, or at least 
moderate, the currently obscene levels of CEO pay. I only hope 
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those new women CEOs are like Marion Sandler, rather than like 
Linda Wachner." 

How will more women CEOs "moderate the current levels of 
CEO pay," when the two women he cites in his article represent 
both extremes? His assumption is that all women CEOs will 
manage alike. Can't we get past the gender stereotypes and just 
evaluate individuals, not groups? Maybe he meant that more 
CEOs will dilute pay, but he states in his piece that if a CEO 
wants to squeeze out more money from the compensation board, 
helshe will. 

And isn't this issue more about a nation's culture than the 
gender makeup of CEOs? In Japan, most CEOs are paid only 10 
times more than the lowest-paid worker in the company. In the 
United States, it's capitalism mixed with greed run amok. 

Crystal's illogical argument reflects poorly on his journalistic 
abilities and the magazine. . 

-Janet Reynolds 
Washington 

Dish Pan 
I share Herbert Stein's disappointment in "207 Channels" at 

the lack of quality programming on small satellite dishes, but it 
was strangely satisfying to leam thata leading economist was so 
thoroughly ripped off in the purchase of his dish 
(www.slate.comlitseemstomel97-07-311itseemstome.asp). Next 
time any economist assumes that consumers behave rationally, 
they should be forced to read Stein's article. 

Firstly, it's ridiculous to spend $120 (or any amount) on a 
service contract for one of these devices. Most service contracts 
are scams, and this sort of solid-state consumer-electronics gadget 
certainly doesn't warrant one. Secondly, $350 to install one of 
these things in an apartment is just plain gouging (and Stein, I'm 
guessing, is only in Washington, not New York). I did mine in 
two hours with a drill, a screwdriver, and a pair of pliers. And, 
unlike Stein's "professionally" installed dish, mine worked 
perfectly right away. 

But I too wish there were more worthwhile things to watch
say, an enlightening discussion of microeconomic theory by a 
fellow of the American Enterprise Institute. 

-Ken Broomfield 
Arroyo Grande, Calif. 

Herbert Stein responds: Ken Broomfield thinks it was not 
rational for me to have my TV satellite dish installed by 
professionals and to buy a three-year service warranty. Whether it 
is rational for a person to make the decision I made depends on a 
number off actors, including: 1) the physical conditions in which 
the device is to be installed; 2) the person's manual dexterity; 3) 
the alternative uses of the person's time; 4) the person's risk 
aversion; 5) the person's tolerance for hassle; 6) the person's 
income; 7) the person's age; 8) the prospective marginal tax on 
the person's estate. 

Considering these factors, I think that my decision was 
rational for me; it might not have been rational for Broomfield. I 
am not an economist who believes that people always make 
rational decisions, but I believe that they often do. 

Chain and Fable 
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In 1988, I wrote an article in SPY magazine about the "St. 
Jude" chain letter. I am an unwitting expert on the subject-until 
recently I was the 29th person in the Manhattan phone book, and 
so received hundreds of copies of it. I started collecting them in 
1984. 

Seth Stevenson's "Bound In Chains" says, "The U.S. Postal 
Service estimates that the chain has circled the globe at least nine 
times" (www.slate.comffangledWeb/97-07-19rrangledWeb.asp). 
It is a curious claim. Firstly, because with $10 worth of stamps 
and a pen pal I could make it circle the globe another nine times 
all by myself. Secondly, because a reading of the St. Jude letter 
reveals this sentence: "It has been around the world nine times." 

The recipient of the letter is asked to make copies and send 
them to friends, who are instructed to do the same. Eventually, 
the letter becomes illegible and has to be retyped and re
photocopied. As errors are introduced and propagated, it evolves. 
Names change--a man mentioned in a 1984 copy of the letter is 
named Carlo Daddit, then Carlo Laditt, then Andy Paddit, and by 
1988 his name had mutated to Grodotit. One would expect that by 
now the letter would have mutated almost beyond recognition. 
But curiously, over the years the names revert to their original 
spellings. I have recent copies that are almost identical to ones I 
received 14 years ago. Obviously, there is a person or 
organization that continues to publish the original letter. But 
who? 

-Andy Aaron 
New York City 

Ruffled Feathers 
Michael Kinsley makes some good points in "The Stock 

Market Chicken-Counting Orgy," but relates the arithmetic to the 
trillions of dollars in the U.S. economy 
(www.slate.comlHeyWaitl97-07-18IHeyWait.asp). While the 
United States is a notable part of the world, there are quite a few 
of us who don't live there, and we consider ourselves to have 
economic activity. The U.S. stock market doesn't live in isolation. 
My investment in it breaks down one part of the Kinsley 
equations, as I'm not in the United States and didn't eam my 
money there. My investments are in Qualcomm and Globalstar. 
These are companies that plan to get a lot of money from places 
other than the United States, indicating that the U.S. stock market 
includes production worldwide. So Kinsley needs to have a more 
expansive view of the world to decide whether the chickens are 
over-counted. 

Another of his points was the variation in valuation year by 
year. He is quite right to question it. The fact is that investors, 
myself included, have a very rough idea of what a company is 
worth, and plus or minus 20 percent is as accurate as people can 
guess, though we do our best. But on top of that, he asks what's 
new. Well, there is a realization that there is a never-before-in
human-history amalgamation of human activity and astronomical 
growth in creativity, with each development propelling us faster. 
One of the big ones, now widely recognized, is the computer 
revolution. Look at his own business, publishing. I read SLATE 
for zero marginal cost. It would have cost $10 a couple of years 
ago. 
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We are entering the golden age of humanity, and to be a little 
sci-fi, people can now imagine there really might be a new form 
oflife heaving into sight: a hybrid of organic [us 1 with human
created technology. The wild blue yonder is the limit. There is no 
limit. 

Watch the Dow soar to 16,000 by 2002. And beyond. Don't 
forget another sneaky little matter that is much more prosaic than 
human imagination and the amalgamation of 6 billion people. 
Money printing. We are not richer because of money printing, but 
it does cause stock market valuations to soar. Economists torture 
themselves because they think there should be concomitant 
inflation, but they are now starting to see that the inflation that 
would normally exist as a result of such enthusiastic money 
printing is not happening because technology has reduced costs 
and improved productivity dramatically. Basically, the money 
printers are nicking off with much of the productivity 
improvements. It is just another tax, though a very sneaky and 
well-hidden one. In the good old German money printing, 
inflation did soar. But you don't see it this time. And won't. 

-Maurice Winn 
Auckland, New Zealand 

Address your e-mail totheeditorstoletters@slate.com. 
Please include your address and daytime phone number (for 
confinnation only). 

STRANGE BEDFELLOW 

Liberal Tobacco Whores 

Why are Ann Richards, George Mitchell, and others 
working for the cigarette companies? 

By Jacob Weisberg 

T o liberals, Harry McPherson is a saintly figure. As a longtime 
aide to Lyndon B. Johnson, McPherson was an important 

advocate for the civil-rights movement, a dove on Vietnam, and 
one of the architects of the War on Poverty. In 1965, when 
marchers were attacked in Selma, Ala., McPherson helped 
persuade LBI to deploy the National Guard to protect them. 
Inside the White House, he tried to talk Johnson out of escalating 
the war. 

Today Harry McPherson is a tobacco lobbyist representing 
Philip Morris, RJR Nabisco, and the three other tobacco 
companies that have been negotiating a global settlement with the 
attorneys general of 40 states. McPherson's heavily Democratic 
Washington law firm of Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard, McPherson & 
Hand is being paid about $200,000 a month by the tobacco 
industry, according to the National Journal. As senior partner, 
McPherson has also helped recruit liberal heroes of a more recent 
vintage as cigarette lobbyists. The firm recently deployed Ann 
Richards, the acid-tongued former governor of Texas, to work on 
the settlement alongside former Senate Majority Leader George 
Mitchell, who was already on the case. Other well-known 
Democrats have also joined the tobacco team recently. Carter 
Eskew, a political consultant who has worked for Sens. Chris 



Dodd, Joseph Liebennan, and Tom Harkin, is giving media 
advice to the companies involved in the $368-billion settlement, 
with the help of others at his Democratically inclined PR finn, the 
Bozell Sawyer Miller Group. 

It is hard to say precisely what all these big-name Democrats 
are doing on behalf of the tobacco companies. According to a 
report in the Dallas Morning News, Ann Richards, who is not a 
lawyer, recently paid a lobbying call on Sen. Ted Kennedy to 
encourage him to either support the agreement (which needs 
congressional approval) or soft-pedal his objections. Richards 
declined to comment, as did her fonner Chief of Staff Jane 
Hickie, a Verner, Liipfert attorney who is one of four lawyers 
conducting negotiations on behalf of the industry. Mitchell also 
declined to comment, as did Eskew. None of them has yet filed a 
lobbying disclosure fonn that might give additional particulars. 
McPherson says that his own work involves advising the tobacco 
companies and lobbying the White House and Congress to 
support the deal. 

Unlike Verner, Liipfert's recently acquired Republican bauble 
Bob Dole, who is still covered by post-government-employment 
restrictions on lobbying, Mitchell is free to work his fonner 
colleagues. Mitchell was the one who brought the tobacco 
companies in as clients, and who participated in some of the early 
negotiating sessions. But McPherson says Mitchell hasn't yet 
"done much talking" on Capitol Hill because he has been too 
busy as special envoy to the Irish peace talks. But that distraction 
hasn't stopped Mitchell from lobbying on other issues. According 
to a recent issue of Roll Call, Mitchell and Dole worked together 
on a provision of the budget deal on behalf of Fruit of the Loom. 
With Mitchell working the Hill and Dole advising backstage, the 
finn succeeded in striking out a provision supported by President 
Clinton that would have allowed more apparel imports from the 
Caribbean. 

To see these two fonner legislative colossi bury their 
ideological differences and come together on behalf of American 
underpants is either inspiring or grotesque, depending on your 
perspective. But while Dole's agreement with the finn is that he 
won't lobby for the tobacco companies, Mitchell is likely to ply 
the corridors of the Capitol for them this autumn. 

McPherson argues that lobbying on behalf of the tobacco 
settlement is not the same as working for the tobacco companies 
under ordinary circumstances, something he suggests his finn 
would not have done. He says the proposed deal serves the public 
interest by restricting cigarette advertising and marketing, and by 
requiring the tobacco companies to cough up billions if youth 
smoking fails to decline dramatically. "If Congress enacts it in 
pretty much its current shape, I believe it will be the biggest step 
forward in public health with regard to tobacco in history," 
McPherson says. "The tobacco companies have had to come 
forward with an inconceivably large number of major 
concessions-<:ommitting to change everything about the way 
they advertise and market cigarettes." 

Berl Bernhard, another Verner, Liipfert partner who is an old
time liberal-he worked for Edmund Muskie and at the U.S.
Commission on Civil Rights-offers a similar defense of his 
finn. He says that Verner, Liipfert agreed to take on tobacco 
clients only after being persuaded that they were ready to mend 
their ways, and that a global settlement would serve the common 
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good. Bernhard avers that he has been amazed by the billions of 
dollars the tobacco industry has agreed to pony up. "The amount 
of money is staggering," he says. "They have gone way beyond 
where I thought they would go." 

In a deal like this, it's not unusual for both sides to claim, as 
McPherson and Bernhard do, that they're getting the short end of 
the stick-that's all part of the negotiation. What is truly odd is 
lawyers suggesting that cutting a lousy deal absolves them of 
blame for working for creeps. This defense is also preposterous. 
Like any lawyers, the Verner, Liipfert attorneys are trying to get 
the best deal they can for their clients. The morality of their 
participation doesn't depend on how badly they do. 

McPherson and Bernhard also stretch the bounds of credulity 
when they suggest that what they're doing is OK because they're 
merely working on a settlement, not on traditional tobacco
industry concerns such as preventing regulation. There's no moral 
distinction here. You settle a case if you believe you'll be better 
off doing so. And in any event, there's no reason to think Verner, 
Liipfert's work will be confined to the settlement. An April 23 
statement announces that the firm has been retained "to provide 
counsel in light of the heightened legal and regulatory activities 
surrounding tobacco products." I asked both Bernhard and 
McPherson whether the finn would in fact limit its work to the 
settlement. Both answered in lawyerly fashion that the issue of 
work on other matters "hasn't come up." 

Finally, it is fallacious to suggest that because society may 
benefit from a compromise with an evildoer, work on behalf of 
the evildoer is justified. If Verner, Liipfert's lawyers are good
and they are at least well connected-they will strike a better 
bargain for their clients than the clients would otherwise have got. 
These lawyers might make the case that even tobacco companies 
have rights, and that the public interest actually was served by 
getting these companies a better bargain. But they didn't make 
that case, at least to me. They themselves appear to accept--or at 
least to be unwilling to challenge-the widely held assumption 
that the public interest lies in the worst possible deal for the 
tobacco companies. 

The traditional lawyer's defense--that the Constitution 
entitles everyone to legal representation-hardly cuts it here 
either. Working for Philip Morris isn't like defending an indigent 
murderer in a death penalty appeal. It's more like defending a rich 
mobster. Philip Morris is going to have decent-quality 
representation whether or not any particular lawyer decides to 
sully his hands. And in this instance, the "lawyer" defense is even 
weaker because Mitchell, Richards, Eskew, and the others are 
working not just as lawyers, but as lobbyists and media advisers 
as well. Despite the best efforts of Washington's influence
peddling community, there's still no constitutional right to 
lobbying or PRo If you can't find a lobbyist, the court won't 
appoint one for you. 

Fonner Republican National Committee Chairman Haley 
Barbour, too, is working on behalf of the companies involved in 
the settlement, and he deserves as much scorn as his Democratic 
counterparts. But somehow you expect that from Republicans, 
whereas you don't expect it from big-name national Democrats, 
especially Northerners like George Mitchell. The only thing you 
can say on behalf of the liberals is that, while greedy operators on 
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both sides have sold out to the tobacco industry, they alone seem 
to feel a bit embarrassed about it. 

The anti-smoking Tobacco BBS is exceedingly rich in links 
(www.tobacco.org/). Smoking From All Sides attempts to 
balance its offerings 
(www.cs.brown.edu/people/lsh/smoking.html). Campaign for 
Tobacco-Free Kids serves up an easy-to-use section on the 
tobacco settlement (www.tobaccofreekids.org/home.cfm). 
including the full text of the settlement document 
(www.tobaccofreekids.org/html/tobacco_settlement.html). A 
January '97 SLATE article looks at Clinton lawyers with tobacco 
connections (www.slate.com/Features/Tobacco/Tobacco.asp), 
while a May '97 "Flame Posies" takes issue with FDA tobacco 
regulation (www.slate.com/FlamePosies/97.-05- . 
10/FlamePosies.asp). Finally, to look back In nostalgia at 
Harry McPherson's days in LBJ's service, download these 
interviews 
(www.lbjlib.utexas.edu/johnson/archives.hom/oralhistory.homl 
mcpherson/mcpherhp.htm). 

HEY, WAIT A MINUTE 

I Smell a Rat 

Should we take seriously the new scientific 
"findings" that pot is as addictive as heroin? 

By Phillip O. Coffin 

The National Institute on Drug Abuse concludes every press 
release on its Web site with the boast that NIDA supports 

more than 85 percent of the world's research on the health 
aspects of drug abuse and addiction, and publicizes the results of 
that research. 

That the government's drug warriors are the customers for 
most health studies on drug abuse--and that they aggressively 
peddle these studies-doesn't make the studies automatically 
suspect. In fact, the science behind NIDA-funded studies is 
reputable 99.99 percent of the time. But what is suspect is the 
spin NIDA routinely applies to its sponsored studies, such as the 
successful flackery that accompanied the marijuana study that 
appeared in the June 27 edition of Science. 

The authors of the Science paper-"Activation of 
Corticotropin-Releasing Factor in the Limbic System During 
Cannabinoid Withdrawal"-suggest in their conclusion that 
marijuana may be as addictive as heroin and cocaine, and that 
pot's "subtle disruption" of brain chemistry may leave users" 
'primed' for further disruption by other drugs of abuse." . 

Both the New York Times and the Washington Post pubhshed 
pieces based on the NIDA-sponsored study. The first sentence of 
the Times story is indistinguishable from that of the NIDA press 
release. 

The Times: "People who regularly smoke large amounts of 
marijuana may experience changes in their brain chemistry that 
are identical to changes seen in the brains of people who abuse 
heroin, cocaine, amphetamines, nicotine and alcohol, scientists 
have found." 
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NIDA: "Long-term use of marijuana produces changes in the 
brain that are similar to those seen after long term use of other 
major drugs of abuse such as cocaine, heroin, and alcohol." 

Although the Post's lead was more original, it, too, followed 
the NIDA line. "Marijuana may be a far more insidious drug than 
generally thought," the Post reported, "and apparently alters the 
brain chemistry of pot smokers in ways that may make them 
particularly vulnerable to 'hard' drugs such as heroin or cocaine, 
two independent research groups have found." 

How seriously should we take these findings? In one study, 
researchers injected rats with cannabinoids-chemicals that act 
like THC, the main active ingredient in marijuana-for weeks, 
habituating them to the compounds. Because cannabinoids can 
linger in the system for some time, few marijuana users 
experience anything approximating physical withdrawal if they 
stop smoking. To mimic cold-turkey withdrawal, the researchers 
then injected these habituated rats with a drug that "blocks" the 
effects of all cannabinoids. Following the injection of the blocker, 
the researchers observed an increase of the brain chemical CRF in 
the amygdala, a portion of the brain involved with the emotions 
of fear and aggression. The presence of CRF in the amygdala is 
associated with stress and anxiety. Withdrawal from heroin, 
cocaine, and alcohol also increases CRF in the amygdala. The 
authors of the paper lean on these findings to suggest that 
marijuana acts on the brain as other drugs of abuse do, and that 
users who stop smoking marijuana might indulge in heroin, 
cocaine, or alcohol to stave off the unpleasantness of increased 
CRF in the amygdala. 

A second marijuana study (not financed by NIDA) that also 
appeared in the June 27 Science, and which was also mentioned 
in the Times and Post articles, further investigates the effects of 
cannabinoids on rats (see first footnote). The study found an 
increase of the neurotransmitter dopamine in rats' nucleus 
accumbens--often termed "the pleasure center of the brain"
following several cannabinoid injections. Most recreational 
drugs, like heroin, cocaine, alcohol, and nicotine, increase 
dopamine in the accumbens. While recognizing that other 
researchers have tried and failed to induce an increase of 
dopamine in the accumbens by injecting cannabinoids, the 
authors use their results to suggest that marijuana is more like 
heroin and cocaine than was previously thought. 

Before going any further, consider two points. First, injected 
cannabinoids may not mirror the effects of smoked marijuana. 
There are several other chemicals in marijuana that may modify 
the effects ofTHC alone, and smoking a drug is a different 
experience from injecting it. (Imagine the difference between 
smoking a cigarette and injecting pure nicotine directly into a 
vein.) 

Second, rats are not humans. This does not mean cannabinoid 
research on rodents is worthless. But there are several 
pharmacological and social differences that reduce the relevance 
of rat research to social policy. And since the pleasure derived 
from smoking marijuana is a core issue, consider a third point: 
Rats don't like pot. 

I know this firsthand from my own research on cannabinoids 
and rats (see second footnote). Initially, I felt guilty about 
drugging rats and then killing them for the necessary dissection. 
"At least they're getting stoned first," I rationalized. Then I 



realized that being stoned means very different things to rats and 
humans. Marijuana makes rats slothful, and they excrete all over 
themselves. Before the injection they're quite friendly--these are 
lab animals, remember, not hardened street rats. After the 
injection they-honestly-seem rather depressed. 

Another fun fact about rats and pot is that rats won't self
administer any cannabinoid (see third footnote). When given the 
choice of receiving an injection of THC or a placebo, rats 
consistently choose the placebo. And when given the choice 
between a placebo and the cannabinoid blocker, rats choose the 
blocker. Tens of millions of humans, as we know, willingly 
partake of marijuana, and these differences between rat and 
human behavior should discourage us from using two rat studies 
to assert that a) marijuana is addictive in the same way as harder 
drugs are and b) marijuana primes humans for addiction to harder 
drugs. 

The Science studies also ignore simple truths about brain 
chemistry. Consider that sex causes dramatic increases in 
dopamine. Laughter, too, increases dopamine. The syllogism that 
dopamine equals pleasure and pleasure leads to addiction just 
doesn't apply directly to human behavior. How seriously would 
anyone take a researcher who suggested that laughter could lead 
to drugs and deadly addictions? 

And the CRF-producing process associated by the researchers 
with marijuana withdrawal is not unique to drugs. Just as sex 
increases dopamine in the accumbens, stubbing one's toe may 
ignite neurological anxiety. Indeed, chronic toe-stubbing can lead 
to the abuse of analgesics like aspirin. Again, the science reported 
in Science is reputable. It's just taken out of context. 

Also lost in the mix is that fact that other published NIDA
funded (see fourth footnote) and non-NIDA-funded (see fifth 
footnote) studies have found that cannabinoids don't increase 
dopamine in the accumbens. Still other researchers have shown 
that monkeys don't like the effects of cannabinoids any more than 
rats do. But findings like these that don't support the 
government's drug agenda are rarely catapulted into the news by 
the publicity machine. 

So let's set aside for a moment the drug preferences and 
predilections and propensities of rats and tum our attention back 
to humans. Of the estimated 70 million Americans who have tried 
marijuana, only 1 percent have gone on to heavy cocaine use. 
Perhaps NIDA and the pliant journalists should inject themselves 
with a big dose of common sense. 

Footnotes 

1. ·Cannabinoid and Heroin Activation of Mesolimbic 
Dopamine Transmission by a Common Z1 Opioid 
Receptor Mechanism: 

2. I am the third of five authors of "An Examination of the 
Central Sites of Action of Cannabinoid-Induced 
Antinociception in the Rat: Life Sciences, 56, 2103-
2109. 

3. Mansbach, R.S., et al. (1994). Behavioral 
Pharmacology, 5, 219. 

4. Chen, J.P., et al. (1991). Neuroscience Letters, 129, 
136. 

5. Castaneda, E., et al. (1991). Pharmacology, 
Biochemistry and Behavior, 40, 587. 
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NIDA's press release on the marijuana and rats study it funded 
is available on the NIDA Web site 
(www.nida.nih.gov/MedAdv/MAs-lndex.html#6-26). If you are a 
member of the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, you can access abstracts of the CRF study 
( www.sciencemag . 0 rg/ cgi/contenU abstracU2 7 6/5321 /2050) 
and the cannabinoid-blocker study 
(www.sciencemag .org/cgi/contenUabstracU2 76/5321 /2048), 
from the Science magazine Web site (www.sciencemag.org). 
Registration is free, and not that time consuming. The 
Lindesmith Center, a drug-policy and research center, also 
publishes documents on marijuana 
(www.lindesmith.org/mmjmain.html). An announcement for a 
forthcoming book from the center, titled Marijuana Myths, 
Marijuana Facts: A Review of the Scientific Evidence, is on its 
home page (www.lindesmith.org). To conduct your own 
independent review of research on marijuana, see the National 
Institutes of Health's free Medline service 
(www.nlm.nih.gov/databases/freemedl.html). 

Phillip 0. Coffin is a research associate at the Lindesmith Center, a 
drug-policy think tank 

ASSESSMENT 

New York's Loneliest Liberal 

Ruth Messinger's bad rap. 

By James Traub 

RUth Messinger, the favorite to become the Democratic 
nominee for mayor of New York, is being treated here as a 

kind of anthropological curiosity. After Messinger gave a major 
address a few weeks back, the Daily News sardonically endorsed 
her as the "Mayor of Mars," observing with a characteristically 
light touch that her speech had furnished evidence of life on "the 
Red Planet." Messinger hasn't just lost the Reagan Democrats 
who read, or at least edit, the city's tabloids. A recent poll found 
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani beating her by 18 points. Among Jews, 
bearers of the New York liberal tradition that Messinger 
represents, Giuliani leads by the staggering ratio of 79-to-21. 

You have to pity Messinger-first because the brand of 
liberalism she is identified with was the universal philosophy of 
the city's elite until a few years ago, and second because 
nobody's listening to the second thoughts she's been having 
about it. A couple of weeks ago, Messinger gave a speech before 
a business group, in which she proposed to reduce the city's 
budget by $1 billion, to force work-rule changes on unions, to 
permit private contractors to compete with city agencies-the 
kinds of innovations common in Republican-dominated cities like 
Indianapolis and Phoenix. She even said, in what passes in 
politics for a mea culpa, "You learn a lot in two decades, and I 
have." The New York Times editorial page applauded, but nothing 
Messinger does will remove the scarlet L from her brow. Ed 
Koch, the former mayor, says, "I believe in epiphanies," but adds 
that when he looks at Messinger, he sees a younger version of 
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Bella Abzug, the hat-wearing, megaphonic incarnation of the 
New York Left of the previous generation. 

That's fatal, and a bit unfair. Messinger is actually not that 
kind of New Yorker-she can keep her hands in her lap when she 
talks. She's a child of the middle class who attended Brearley, 
New York's most rarefied girls' school, and Radcliffe, from 
which she graduated in 1962. She has a master's in social work. 
Messinger is widely respected for her intelligence, her 
studiousness, her belief in the fine distinction. But there's 
something of the killjoy in her. She's brisk, and pinched, and a bit 
censorious--you have the feeling that she has a moral position 
on, say, French food. 

Messinger's supporters claim that she's been typecast. based 
on her milieu-the predominantly Jewish Upper West Side-
rather than her beliefs. The problem with this is that Messinger 
has a history of beliefs that look rather embarrassing in retrospect. 
In 1979, while a member of the City Council, she hosted a 
coming-out-of-jail cocktail party for John R. Hill, who had 
murdered a corrections officer on the first day of the Attica riots. 
In 1984, she returned from a trip to Sandinista-led Nicaragua to 
assert that women there ''participated in everything" and were 
"ready to die for this freedom." 

In the City Council, Messinger was generally considered a 
staunch voice for tenants, for children, for the homeless and the 
poor. In the mid-1980s, she proposed extending rent control from 
individuals to businesses, a suggestion very few real-estate 
developers have forgotten. In 1981, she endorsed Frank Barbaro, 
about the closest thing the city has recently had to a Democratic 
Socialist candidate for mayor. She consistently argued for more 
spending, even as it was becoming clear that the Wall Street 
boom of the ' 80s was flattening out. 

. Of course, practically everyone, including Koch, wanted to 
spend more than the city had-that's what it meant to be a New 
York liberal. In The Future Once Happened Here, historian and 
polemicist Fred Siegel quotes Mayor Robert Wagner, circa 1965, 
as saying, "I do not propose to let our fiscal problems set the limit 
of our commitments to meet the essential needs of the people of 
this city." The problem, as Siegel notes, is that the definition of 
"essential needs" grew exponentially, forcing New York and 
other cities not only to raise taxes but to scant such traditional 
services as parks and sanitation in favor of a whole new range of 
social services. 

By the time David Dinkins became mayor in 1989, this kind 
of spending had made New York ungovernable. The economy 
was dead, the budget was in perpetual crisis, and crime was 
shooting through the roof. Dinkins did nothing to reverse the 
trend, and in 1993, four prominent Democrats, including Koch 
and Robert Wagner Jr. (son of the former mayor), abandoned 
Dinkins in favor of Giuliani. Dinkins was New York's first black 
mayor, and his election had been heralded, by Messinger among 
others, as the dawn of the Rainbow Coalition. It turned out to be 
the last gasp of traditional liberalism. 

Crime, and a broad sense of civic disorder, probably had more 
to do with Dinkins' defeat than spending did. But Messinger, like 
Dinkins, cannot find a way of sounding convincing when she 
deplores crime-she has spent too many years thinking about it as 
a civil-rights and civil-liberties issue. Nor can she bring herself to 
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say that Giuliani was right about the merits of arresting low-level 
offenders and cracking down on "quality-of-life" violations. 

Dinkins lost to Giuliani by only four points. Now it appears 
that many of the Jewish liberals, Catholic union members, and 
Hispanics who had stuck with Dinkins are going to decamp in 
favor of a Republican with the personal appeal of a Torquemada. 
A Giuliani victory by more than, say, 10 points is bound to be 
seen as a repudiation not merely of Messinger but of everything 
she stands for. But the truth is that urban liberalism is not as 
bankrupt as the election is making it appear. Reformers such as 
Harvey Robins, a former top Dinkins aide, and Ray Horton, an 
independent budget monitor, have been arguing that the city 
could save billions of dollars by targeting long-standing 
perquisites--such as the endless array of paid holidays for city 
workers or large amounts of down time for cops and teachers-
then investing the savings in parks and libraries and in restoring 
the city's neglected neighborhoods. They have made plausible 
arguments for raising some taxes and lowering others. 

Messinger has at least been alluding to the new reformist 
thinking, while Giuliani merely mocks good-government 
proposals as so much eyewash. In fact, in a truly remarkable 
public-relations coup, the mayor has managed to gain a reputation 
as a pitiless reformer without reforming anything except the 
Police Department. He has disappointed conservatives by treating 
rent control as part of natural law, and by making no serious 
inroads on the city's bloated labor costs. To hack away at the 
mayor's reputation, Messinger has recently taken to issuing press 
releases with headlines like "He Just Keeps Lying ... And Lying 
... And Lying ... " But it doesn't seem to matter. Messinger can't 
break Giuliani's stereotype, or break out of her own. 

The Messinger campaign's lackluster site includes some oddly 
understated, semi-credited praise of the Manhattan borough 
president (" 'She's very' capable.'-A developer") 
(www.ruth97.org/). The "Keeping an Eye on Rudy" section is 
feistier, if also a touch strange. It begins with this quote from 
Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel: "When terrible things happen 
in a democracy, some are guilty; all are responsible," A brief 
NY1 item suggests that Messinger's reformist tack may hurt 
her standing with traditionally DemocratiC groups-the leader 
of the city's largest municipal union won't endorse Messinger 
because of her recent budget proposal 
(www.pathfinder.com/@@shaQ1AYAyu9PeZ*IINY1/news/politi 
cs/top_union_passes_on_nf.html). Rudolph Giuliani's 
campaign has yet to put up a Web page 
(www.ci.nyc.ny.us/nyclinklhtmllom/home.html). But in the 
meantime, you can access his section of the official New York 
C,ity Web site, which is flush with feel-good photographs. One 
shot captures the mayor's brief incarnation as a drag queen 
(www.ci.nyc.ny.us/nyclinklhtmllom/htmIl2rudia.html). 

James Traub is a staff writer at The New Yorker. 
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You Count 

How many people read SLATE? 

By Bill Barnes 

H oW many readers does SLATE have? Like other Web.sites, we 
get asked this question all the time. Our usual reply IS: 

"Thank you for asking. That's a complicated question." But here 
is our best effort to answer it, along with an explanation of why 
counting readers on the Web is so complicated (and why you 
should take any claims about Web-site traffic-except ours, of 
course-with a grain of salt). 

Traditional print magazines know exactly how many copies 
they sell, though they have no idea how many people actually 
read a particular article or see a particular ad. TV networks rely 
on sampling by companies like Nielsen to estimate how many 
viewers were watching which channel at any hour of the day 
(acnielsen.com/). (See SLATE's recent "Dispatch" from someone 
selected to be a "Nielsen family" 
[www.slate.comlCodelDDDIDDD.asp?file=Nielsen&iMsg=l].) 
Nielsen and other fInns such as PC Meter, now known as Media 
Metrix, are scrambling to adapt this concept to the Web 
(www.pcmeter.com). Meanwhile, though, there are hits. 

The contents of a Web site are stored on high-perfonnance 
computers called servers. When you type a Web address into 
your browser, or click on a link or a "favorites" or "bookmark" 
button, you are telling your computer to fetch a speCIfIc set of 
data-text, images, sound, etc.-from some Web site's server. 
Your browser then assembles these data and displays them as a 
page. Each of these requests for infonnation is a hit. 

Hits (per day, per week, per month ... ) are the most common 
measure of Web traffic. But they are deceptive. A single Web 
page can be one hit or many, depending on how it is constructed. 
The more separate elements it contains (images, sound ... ), the 
more hits it will require. That's why SLATE, and some other Sites, 
prefer to talk about pages served. This is a measure of how many 
complete pages your server has sent out in response to requests 
from browsers. In recent months, SLATE has been serving an 
average of about 90,000 pages a day. 

But the number of pages served is also a misleading measure 
in some ways. A "page" is not a standard unit on the Web the way 
it is in print. Depending on a Web site's design, the same amou~t 
of content can take up a very different number of pages. SLATE IS 
designed so that every article or feature takes up a single page. 
Other sites break up articles into many pages. (We're not 
suggesting that people are padding their page counts. It's a 
judgment call about whether readers will fInd having to scroll 
more annoying than having to click and wrut.) 

Also sometimes a site will feed you two pages when you've 
only ask~d for one. SLATE does this, for example, with our cover 
and contents pages. However-Boy and Girl Scouts that we are-
we subtract this double counting in the fIgures we report. We 
cannot guarantee that every site is so scrupulous. 

Further complicating page counts is the issue of caching. 
Computers at corporations and other large organizations often 
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access the Web through a middleman computer known as a 
proxy server. Your computer requests a page from the proxy 
server, which then requests it from the Web site. But proxy 
servers are often programmed to save, or cache, frequently 
requested pages, rather than retrieving them from the Web eac~ 
time they are requested. America Online also caches pages for ItS 
customers. And your own computer is probably set up to cache 
some pages you've visited recently. (That's why, when reading 
SLATE, it's quicker to go back to the contents page than it was to 
call it up at the start.) All this caching means pages are served 
more quickly, but it does become harder for a Web site to know 
how often its pages have actually appeared on someone's screen. 

Anyway, 100 pages served could be 100 people reading this 
column, or one obsessive participant in "The Fray." What we 
really want to know is how many individual readers SLATE has. 
And we can fInd out, sort of. Each request to SLATE from your 
browser carries with it an assortment of useful infonnation. Your 
computer tells us what operating system and browser soft~are 
you are using, so that our server can return a page appropnate to 
your setup. We also are told about the referring page-that is, 
the page you were reading when you requested this one. 
(Marketers love that infonnation.) More important, each page 
request is accompanied by a return address. How else would the 
server know where to send the data? Every computer connected 
to the Internet has an address, known as an IP address, 
consisting offour numbers. For example, 207.68.l36.88 is 
currently the IP address of one of SLATE's servers. Depending on 
how you access the Internet, your computer has either a 
pennanent or a temporary IP address. 

But for a variety of reasons, including caching, IP addresses 
aren't a great way of counting individual visitors. Therefore, there 
are cookies. Cookies are like the club bouncer who stamps your 
hand when you leave the premises temporarily, so as to identify 
you when you return. The fIrst time you visit SLATE, our 
computer sends yours a piece of data, which your computer sends 
back every time you return, so we know it's you. Cookies aren't 
perfect. They don't account for multiple people accessing the site 
from one computer, or one person using different computers (or 
browser software). Also, some older browsers don't understand 
cookies, and newer ones allow privacy freaks to tum them off. 
But, using cookies, we can get a pretty good idea of how many 
unique browsers are visiting our site. 

Even that, though, is a problematic concept. Do you measure 
browsers per day? Per week? Per month? The longer the ti~e 
period you choose, the more individual visitors you can clrum, 
which is nice. On the other hand, because of repeat visitors, the 
number of unique browsers in a given month is less than the total 
of unique browsers per week for those four weeks, which is less 
than the total of unique browsers per day over those 30 days. 
Choose your poison: SLATE attracts about 6,000 unique browsers 
a day and 80,000 a month. . . 

More complications. Every Friday, 20,000 people get a pnnt
out version of SLATE delivered to them bye-mail. (Go to 
www.slate.comlServiceslMemberServiceslMemberServices.asp# 
Email to sign up.) Several hundred others download the print-out 
version directly from our site every day 
(www.slate.comlServiceslMemberServiceslMemberServices.asp# 
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PrintSOP). A few hundred determined traditionalists pay $70 to 
get this version of SLATE printed out and mailed to them each 
week via the U.S. Postal Service 
( www.slate.comlServicesiMemberServicesiMemberServices.asp# 
GetSOP). Hotmail, a Web-based e-mail service, delivers SLATE's 
table of contents to 106,000 of its customers every week 
(www.hotmail.com/). 

As this discussion shows, measuring Web traffic is generally 
less exact than measuring traditional magazine circulation. In one 
way, though, it is more exact. We know that every SLATE page 
served-and, by the way, the ad on that page-has hit the 
eyeballs of one reader (and in all probability not more than one). 
Print publications have no clear idea of how many people read 
each copy of their publication and, conversely, how many 
individual pages of any given copy go unread. In practice, they 
tend to make wild claims about the former and ignore the latter. 

Even this distinction, though, is changing with the 
development of off-line readers: software that automatically goes 
to the Web to retrieve material, and stores it on your own 
computer. SLATE is already part of PointCast, which puts 
information you select on your screensaver 
(www.pointcast.com/).·Off-linereaders put Web sites-and Web 
advertisers-in the same position as their counterparts in the print 
world (although the off-line reader built into Microsoft's 
upcoming Internet Explorer 4.0 will actually send the server a log 
of the user's reading habits) (www.microsoft.com/ieiie40/). 

So how many readers does SLATE have? Taking all these 
complications into effect, and being as honest as we can, we 
estimate about 28 million, give or take 27,900,000 or so. 
Remarkable, isn't it? 

FRAME GAME 

Weldvs. Helms 
By William Saletan 

B ill Weld, the former Republican governor of Massachusetts, 
wants the Senate to consider his nomination to be U.S. 

ambassador to Mexico. Jesse Helms, the Republican chairman of 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, wants to stop him. Last 
week, Weld quit his job to go to Washington to lobby for his 
cause. Through surrogates, interviews, and press conferences, the 
two men are waging a war of words. This war isn't bound by 
strict rules of logic, but it's more intellectual than an arm-twisting 
match. !t's a contest of conceptualization and persuasion. 
Whichever player successfully frames the questions at stake will 
capture public opinion and political support, and thereby win. So 
far, the war has been waged on four fronts: 

1. Drugs vs. "social policy." Helms has stuck doggedly to a 
single issue: drugs. He points out that Weld favors legalizing 
marijuana for "medical purposes" (which conservatives place on 
the slippery slope toward complete legalization), favors providing 
addicts with clean needles (to prevent the spread of AIDS), and 
that he prosecuted few drug cases as a U.S. attorney. In short, 
says Helms, Weld is soft on drugs-the last thing we need in an 
ambassador to Mexico. 
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Weld could reply that he had opposed California's medical
marijuana initiative because it was too lax, or that Helms is a 
pusher for tobacco, or that it might be a good idea to stop treating 
Mexico's drug problem as a "war." But Weld hasn't touched the 
drug question. How come? One rule of the frame game is to avoid 
issues on which you're guaranteed to lose. This isn't an Ivy 
League debating society, where you can win by ingeniously 
defending a difficult position. In politics, you're in deep trouble 
as soon as you question the war on drugs. This is particularly true 
if you're fighting for ajob in the Clinton administration, where 
insecurity over the drug war runs high. Just ask Joycelyn Elders. 

Rather than answer Helms' charge, Weld shifted and 
broadened the conflict. On July 15, he called a press conference 
to declare: "Sen. Helms' opposition has nothing whatsoever to do 
with drug policy. It has everything to do with the future of the 
Republican Party. In plain language, I am not Sen. Helms' kind of 
Republican. I do not pass his litmus test on social policy. Nor do I 
want to." Overnight, the Weld-Helms standoff became a media 
sensation. This wasn't just about drugs, reporters concluded. It 
was about Helms' distaste for Weld's "moderate" views on social 
issues such as abortion. With that, the advantage swung to Weld. 
While Helms has the more popular position on drugs, Weld has 
the more popular position on abortion. 

Helms spokesman Marc Thiessen resisted this maneuver. He 
insisted Helms' concern was drugs, not ideology. The evidence 
backs Thiessen up: Helms supported pro-choice Republican Bill 
Cohen of Maine for secretary of defense, and has offered to 
confirm Weld as ambassador to a country without a major 
marijuana problem, such as India. But in the frame game, such 
petty facts are easily overwhelmed by larger themes. Weld's spin 
prevails, for several reasons. 

To begin with, Weld's argument fits nicely into the context of 
recent Republican infighting. Having come apart over foreign 
policy (trade with China) and fiscal policy (the House leadership 
coup), the Republicans seem ripe for a civil war over social 
policy. Furthermore, the Washington press corps never tires of 
writing about Republican troubles on abortion and gay rights
though Helms hasn't mentioned either issue in connection with 
Weld since the confirmation fight began. 

Above all, the press loves to personalize debates. Drug policy 
is boring, but a fight between a saucy blue blood and a surly 
redneck is fun. Helms wasn't even the first member of Congress 
to oppose Weld's nomination. Others who oppose Weld have 
pleaded that Helms isn't the point. It's a futile argument. Helms 
and his famous wedge issues are just too colorful. 

2. Ideology vs. competence. Congressional Republicans who 
support Weld's nomination don't want their party tom asunder in 
the process. Their solution is to separate the question of Weld's 
ideology from his competence. They point out that he speaks 
Spanish, knows Mexico, and is smart and accomplished. "This is 
not about the heart and soul of the Republican Party," argued 
Rep. Chris Shays, R-Conn., in a TV debate July 28. "It's about 
whether this nominee is competent to serve in Mexico." 

Helms' supporters accept this distinction, because it subverts 
Weld's campaign to broaden the ideological confrontation. They 
argue that Weld's indifference toward the war on drugs has 
affected his competence as a law enforcer and will do so again if 
he becomes ambassador to Mexico. 



Weld, however, maintains the fight is about the party's soul, 
even as Republican moderates protest it isn't. The HelmS/Shays 
argument (for a distinction between ideology and competence) is 
analytically more sophisticated but viscerally less compelling. 
Which means it will probably prevail in a confirmation hearing 
but lose in the court of public opinion, vanquished by Weld's 
campaign for libertarian martyrdom. In the frame game, nuance is 
almost always a loser. Remember, the last guy to argue for a 
distinction between ideology and competence was Michael 
Dukakis. 

Perversely, Weld lost the ideology/competence battle by 
winning the drugs/morality battle. Not only did he attack Helms. 
July 15, but he deliberately embarrassed the White Housec-which 
had refrained from quarreling with Helms-by calling on Clinton 
to speak up for his confirmation. Weld's caustic apostasy handed 
his enemies a persuasive argument against his fitness for the 
jolr-that he's ''undiplomatic.'' 

3. Who started the fight? Every kid knows that when a 
parent catches you fighting with another kid, the first thing to do 
is accuse the other kid of starting it. Weld should have been able 
to play the victim, since Helms arguably started the fight by . 
announcing in June that he would deny Weld a hearing. But Weld 
blew this moral advantage by attacking Helms July 15. It wasn't 
the first punch thrown, but it was the first one most people saw. 
This allowed Helms' spokesman to cast his boss as the victim. 
Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott, R-Miss., latched on to this as 
an excuse to side with Helms. Weld "hurt himself by attacking 
the chairman unfairly and with political rhetoric that was just 
uncalled for," Lott complained. 

Belatedly, Weld is trying to regain the moral high ground. On 
July 29, he pleaded: "Before I had ever met [Helms), before the 
man really knew anything about me, he said I was unfit to be 
ambassador, had loose lips, and was soft on drugs. And I said, 
'Where does Jesse Helms get off saying all these mean things 
about me?' And people in Washington threw up their hands in 
alarm and said, 'My goodness, he attacked the chairman.' "Weld 
also has claimed to be a victim of Helms' "ideological extortion." 

The "ideological extortion" argument is particularly 
ingenious. Typically, extortion means that you're threatening 
someone with harm or embarrassment to extract a concession. 
Helms has no illusions that he can make Weld concede anything. 
His vow to kill Weld's nomination is a promise, not a threat. It's 
Weld who's trying to scare Republicans into supporting him, by 
threatening to tum his fight with Helms into an ideological civil 
war. His charge of "ideological extortion" is part of his 
ideological extortion. And it's succeeding. On Aug. 3, Sen. Dick 
Lugar, R-Ind., rescued Weld by demanding that he get a hearing, 
lest his jihad against Helms ignite "civil war in the Republican 
Party." 

4. Substance vs. process. Having lost the advantage on fronts 
2 and 3, Weld has opened a fourth, more promising front 
recently. He has stopped debating the substance of his quarrel 
with Helms, and has focused instead on his right to a hearing. At 
a July 28 press conference, Weld repeated his favorite question 
six times: "I'm going to be asking that one insistent question: 
Why should there not be a hearing? Why should one man, in a 
democracy, block the conduct of the people's business?" 
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This new message helps Weld in the Senate, because it allows 
Republicans to defend him without exacerbating the party's 
internal conflicts. It certainly emboldened Lugar. "A Senate 
chairman cannot be dictatorial, ultimately, when a majority of the 
committee, a majority of the Senate, a majority of the American 
people, want action," Lugar said of Helms Aug. 3. 

Likewise, the procedural argument allows the White House to 
challenge Helms' obstinacy without appearing to foment the 
GOP's identity crisis. Clinton spokesman Mike McCurry, who 
had refused July 21 to comment on "matters in the other party," 
was so moved by Weld's new plea for a "fair hearing" that he 
repeated that phrase six times at his July 31 press briefing. 

But the true beauty of the "give him a hearing" argument is 
that it capitalizes on anti-Washington populism. Iri his July 28 
press conference, Weld decried the "Washington rules" that allow 
a single senator to thwart the people's will by refusing to 
schedule a hearing. Framed this way, Weld's apostasy becomes a 
virtue instead of a vice, suggesting candor instead of a lack of 
diplomacy. 

Which player will win the game? Helms' allies say the 
nomination is doomed. They think Weld overlooked the game's 
cardinal rule: that Congress has its own rules, including the 
absolute power of committee chairmen over supplicants such as 
Weld. Why, he's not even a governor anymore, they scoff. He's 
just a lowly citizen. But maybe they're the ones who have 
misjudged the game. Maybe the era of Ross Perot, satellite feeds, 
and blast-faxes has ended the invisibility and the certainty of the 
congressional back-room kill. Maybe every political fight is a 
frame game now. Even if Citizen Weld can't reach Mexico, he 
can still reach America. And maybe that's been his game all 
along. 

"I genuinely appreciate your stopping by my homepage," says 
an almost smiling Jesse Helms at his official Web site 
(www.senate.gov/-helms/). You can listen to a ranting 
impersonator who calls himself" Jersse Herlms" 
(www.nr.infi.neti-dereklherlmspg.htm). Time profiles Bill Weld 
upon his nomination as ambassador 
(www.pathfinder.com/@@wAFubQcAovOwygjqltime/magazine 
/1997/inti970512/diplomacy .clintons_ choLhtml). The 
Massachusetts Office of the Governor attempts a quick update 
in the wake of Weld's reSignation, but still refers to the "Weld
Cellucci" administration, and offers a picture of the carrot-top 
beside his successor (www.magnet.state.ma.us/gov/gov.htm). 
Those playing the soft-on-drugs card may wish to see last 
year's Weld announcement of statewide DARE grants 
(www.magnet.state.ma.us/eops/pr960903.htm). And see 
SLATE'S assessments of both Helms 
(www.slate.com/Assessmenti97-06-21/Assessment.asp) and 
Weld (www.slate.com/Assessmenti97-08-
02/ Assessment.asp). 
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THE MOTLEY FOOL 

When 1 + 1 < 2 

Today's "consolidation" mergers make no better 
economic sense than yesterday's conglomerations. 

By James Surowiecki 

"We look at it like this: The big fish eats the small fish and 
the small fish eats the shrimp. You buy or get bought. 

It's a law of economics," Vice Director Shi Jianping of the 
Shanghai Rubber Belt Co. told the Wall Street Journal earlier this 
week. Merger mania, you see, is sweeping the People's Republic. 
Soon, instead of hundreds of small companies all making 
identical rubber belts there will be one giant company making all 
the rubber belts. It'll be just like the market for PC operating 
systems in the United States. 

As it happens, Shi Jianping's description oftoday's China 
sounds quite a bit like today's United States. Mergers and 
acquisitions are back in a big way, and the new buzzword is 
"consolidation." Since 1995, M & A activity has risen to record 
levels, both in terms of raw numbers and size. 
Telecommunications, defense, aerospace, mass media: In all these 
industries the number of players has been significantly reduced 
over the last three years. Emboldened by a new approach to 
antitrust law at the Justice Department and Federal Trade 
Commission-one that suggests that unless you're doing 
something that will immediately raise consumer prices, it's A-OK 
with them-giant companies that previously would never have 
imagined merging have tied the knot. This rediscovery of the art 
of the deal makes it seem like the 1980s all over again. 

Except that in some interesting and important ways, it isn't. In 
the first place, a much higher percentage of these mergers and 
acquisitions are taking place within, rather than across, industries, 
which is why we hear a lot more about consolidation and a lot 
less about synergy or conglomeration. Instead of USX buying 
Marathon Oil in a desperate attempt to diversify into a business it 
hadn't proved it couldn't run, we have Boeing buying McDonnell 
Douglas, British Telecom buying MCI, and Raytheon buying 
Hughes Electronics. In addition, the vast majority of M & A 
activity today is friendly. The big fish may be eating the small 
fish, but the small fish seem more than happy to be eaten. In this 
new win-win world, there's something almost unseemly about 
hostile takeover attempts. 

Of course, that only makes it all the more interesting, and the 
more telling, when they occur. 

Union Pacific Resources is an independent oil and gas driller, 
which means it specializes in getting as much out of a given 
field's reserves as possible. It used to be part of Union Pacific 
Corp., the transportation giant that laid railway track across the 
United States. As part of its desire to focus on its core, UP spun 
offUPR two years ago. The oil company is blessed with very 
little debt, but it's grown relatively slowly since the spinoff, 
because it doesn't have many reserves and lacks the wherewithal 
for massive exploration projects. 

Enter Pennzoil. Or rather, re-enter Pennzoil. Pennzoil makes 
... well, Pennzoil motor oil. It also owns Jiffy Lube-oil 
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changes/motor oil; is that synergy or consolidation? And it has a 
growing oil-and-gas exploration business. Two years ago, 
Pennzoil approached Union Pacific with an offer to merge, 
figuring its extensive reserves would fit well with UPR's 
intensive drilling. But Union Pacific rebuffed Pennzoil (actually, 
it was more a simple failure to call back than an explicit 
rejection). And so Pennzoil turned itself around, selling off less 
profitable fields, expanding its exploration business, 
strengthening Jiffy Lube. Last year the company turned its first 
profit since 1993, and earnings for the last quarter were up 
sharply-much more sharply than UPR's-over the year before. 
Not surprisingly, that's when UPR decided to corne a-calling. 

A little more than a month ago, UPR announced a tender offer 
of $84 a shar~a 41-percent premium over Pennzoil's previous 
closing pric~including a commitment to buy 50.1 percent of 
Pennzoil's shares at the offer price. If UPR were to gain control, 
it would buy up the remaining shares at market price. More than 
60 percent ofPennzoil's shares were tendered by the deadline. 
Game over, right? 

Not quite. Pennzoil's management and board of directors 
vehemently opposed the takeover. They insisted the company's 
long-term value was much greater than $84 a share, and that UPR 
was trying to pick it up before the effects of the turnaround had 
been felt by investors. And Pennzoil has a "poison pill" 
provision, which means that as soon as 15 percent of the 
company's shares are acquired by a hostile bidder, every other 
Pennzoil shareholder gets to buy newly issued Pennzoil shares at 
a substantial discount. Obviously, that would make any buyout 
attempt prohibitively expensive. 

Now poison-pill plans and other scorched-earth strategies to 
frustrate takeovers-like the sale of valuable assets or the 
assumption of insane levels of debt-seem to violate the principle 
that those who own the company, the shareholders, should be 
able to decide whafto do with it. If we want shareholders to think 
like owners and not speculators, taking away that power hardly 
seems the answer. 

On the other hand, the way tender offers are structured almost 
guarantees they'll be accepted. If you're one of the few 
shareholders who doesn't tender her stock, UPR is only going to 
pay you the market price for your shares, and you have no 
guarantee that will be more than $84. What that really means is 
that any company with the financial ability to launch a tender 
offer-and given the ease with which financing can be found, 
that means essentially any company-can bring about the 
dissolution of its target. A study in the 1980s, in fact, found that 
four out of every five tender offers resulted in the target being 
absorbed by one finn or another. 

For free-market purists, there's nothing wrong with this. If a 
company's management hasn't done right by its shareholders, 
takeovers are an appropriate remedy. For these believers in the 
efficient market, a company's stock price always reflects its true 
value. There's only one problem with this: It makes no sense. 

In a market of 10,000 stocks, short-term prices will rise and 
fall for an infinite variety of reasons, very few of which have 
anything to do with a company's real productivity or value. Dell 
Computer, for instance, would be at least five times as hard to 
acquire today as it was a year ago. But only a fool-or a Chicago 
School theorist-would say that Dell is five times as valuable to 



the economy today as it was a year ago. Placing the entire future 
of a corporation in the hands of arbitrageurs, which is what a 
tender offer amounts to, is the worship of property rights run 
amok. Yet how to come up with a solution that would protect 
long-term shareholder rights while making tender offers less 
automatically successful? Wasn't it Warren Buffet who suggested 
a 100 percent capital gains tax on any investment held less than a 
year? That might work. 

Most scholarly studies of hostile takeovers show they have 
little or no impact on productivity, profitability, or on the 
acquiring company's long-term stock price. Plenty of wealth is 
redistributed, but it's not really clear that any is created. Although 
bidders tend to portray themselves as rescuing ailing 
companies-UPR said it was reacting to "a decade of broken 
promises and poor performance" at Pennzoil-in fact they almost 
uniformly bid for profitable, healthy companies that the market, 
for one reason or another, is undervaluing. The new American 
vogue for mergers may be making the economy stronger, though 
the jury is still out on that question. But in a hostile takeover, it 
seems pretty clear, one plus one generally doesn't equal three. 
Often, it doesn't even equal two. Hard as it may be to remember 
in a bull market, society doesn't get any richer when UPR 
exchanges its cash for Pennzoil's shares. Of course, investment 
bankers, lawyers, and speculators do. 

The cleverly designed Union Pacific Resources page (links are 
found at different depths below an oil derrick) 
(www.upr.comlindex.html) issues a message to participants in 
Pennzoil"s 401 (k) plans (www.upr.com/pzI/401.shtml). not 
surprisingly asserting the strength of its tender offer. The 
Pennzoil site touts its connection with auto racing, most 
recently the Brickyard 400, and answers UPR's challenge 
(www.pennzoil.com). Pennzoil's CEO, in a letter to 
shareholders, calls the offer "inadequate" 
(www.pzl.com/newsview.htm). Hoover's Online Company 
Capsules profiles earnings and management boards for both 
Union Pacific 
(www.pathfinder.com/@@j6JYaQcADPPkgXKy/money/hoover 
s/corpdirectory/u/upr.html) and Pennzoil 
(pathfinder.com/@@j6JYaQcADPPkgXKy/money/hoovers/cor 
pdirectory/p/pzl.html). 

James Surowiecki writes for the Motley Fool (wwwfool.com). 

THE SLATE 60 QUARTERLY UPDATE 

Introduction 
By Jodie T. Allen 

T he stakes in the philanthropy game are rising. It would cost 
you a cool $2 million to make the play in the SLATE 60-the 

roster of most generous Americans for the second quarter of 
1997. Last quarter a "mere" $1.5 million would have dealt you in. 

To claim top honors on the list, again compiled and annotated 
for SLATE by Ann Castle 
(www.hamilton.edulhtmllpersonallacastlel), it would cost you no 
less than $660 million. That's the value of the stock donated by 
Kathryn Albertson to the foundation established by her and her 
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late husband, supermarket-chain founder Joe Albertson. 
Refreshingly, the money will go to help the most needy levels of 
education in the United States-primary and secondary schools
in her home state of Idaho. 

Second honors go to Microsoft's own Bill Gates, who, 
together with his wife, Melinda, donated more than $204 million 
to worthy causes. Last year in the Washington Monthly (see the 
sidebar at the end of this article), Peter Henle and Mark Drajem 
suggested that today's new wealthy should follow the example set 
early this century by steel magnate Andrew Carnegie, who felt 
that "the man who dies rich dies disgraced," and is perhaps best 
remembered for his donations to communities to build public 
libraries. The Gateses' major gift will update that legacy: $200 
million for the endowment of a foundation (g1f.org) that will give 
public libraries in low-income communities the hardware and 
software needed for community access to the Internet. The 
foundation will also train library workers in the use of these tools. 

Another state-of-the-art contribution comes from the Oracle 
Corp. The software giant will donate $100 million to fund 
Oracle's Promise, a nonprofit foundation charged with putting a 
"network computer" on every student's desk 
(www.oracle.comlpromise-dcdlowalfoundation.display _form). A 
companion program will recruit individuals, corporations, and 
governments to "adopt" students, classrooms, and schools. The 
Oracle gift, however, is not included in the SLATE 60, as it comes 
from a corporation rather than an individual. (Excluded by the 
same rule is the $200 million in products to be contributed to 
libraries by Microsoft in addition to the Gateses' personal 
donation [www.microsoft.comigivingl].)Criticshavenoted that 
both corporations benefit indirectly from wider use of the donated 
products. But there is no harm in doing well by doing good. 

One major personal gift made during the April-June quarter 
has also been omitted simply because we don't know how to rank 
it. The gift-II maj or Chinese paintings, including a rare 10th_ 
century silk scroll, from the e.e. Wang Family Collection to the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York-is, at least for the 
moment, priceless. The New York Times reported that in dollar 
terms, the gift does not equal the Annenberg impressionist 
Collection, estimated to be worth as much as $1 billion. But it is 
also far more difficult to evaluate, because Chinese paintings of 
this size, age, and caliber rarely come on the market. Oscar L. 
Tang, a private investment manager and trustee of the museum, 
put up the money for the paintings but declined to specify the 
amount. Tang makes the list (tied at No. 54) nonetheless, for his 
contribution of $2.5 million to Skidmore College. 

Most other gifts made during the quarter follow the earlier 
pattern-grants to institutions of higher education and, less 
frequently, to museums, symphonies, or medical facilities. 
Southern Methodist University was the big winner, garnering $63 
million from five SLATE 60 givers, including a $30-million gift 
from Robert H. and Nancy Dedman (tied at No.5 on the list) and 
$20 million from Gerald J. Ford (tied at No.9). Potential 
benefactors seeking more imaginative ways to address the 
country's social needs might want to lend support to the new 
Center for What Works, which aims to research and catalog 
information about successful social programs 
(www.whatworks.org). The center has already been besieged with 
requests for information from program operators and would-be 
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donors, but has found it hard to raise money to pursue its 
explorations. 

Sports facilities were the object of several large gifts, most 
notably the $25 million given by alumnus Carl W. Smith (tied at 
seventh place) to the University of Virginia to expand its football 
stadium. Women's athletics was the unaccustomed beneficiary of 
two major gifts, one to Brown University from Elizabeth Zopfi 
Chace and Malcolm G. Chace III (tied at No. 45), and the other to 
the University of Texas at Austin from San Antonio auto dealer 
B.J. "Red" McCombs and his wife, Charline (tied at No. 48). The 
"good sport of the cycle" award, however, goes to William D. 
Walsh (No. 20), who earmarked part of his $10.5-million gift to 
Fordham University for an athletic facility despite having been 
cut from the school's football team in 1947 by famed coach 
Vince Lombardi. The "most faithful donor" award goes to 
financier George Soros, who reappears in the SLATE 60 (tied at 
No. 48 on this quarter's list) with a $3-million grant for 
diagnostic and research laboratories in Moscow, Russia. 

As on earlier lists, grants to institutions often involve the 
construction or upgrade of a physical facility to be named or 
renamed in honor of the donor. On one recent occasion, the 
would-be donors complained that the monogram on their bequest 
was too modest. Henry and Edith Everett took back a $3-million 
gift to a children's zoo in New York City after deciding that (in 
addition to other undetailed complaints) the plaque honoring 
them was too small. Laurence A. and Preston Robert Tisch (No. 
41) stepped into the gap with a contribution of up to $4.5 million. 
The zoo will be renamed in their honor. 

Other donors shun recognition. Philanthropist Joan Kroc (No. 
14) was knO)Ntl only as the "Angel" by North Dakota flood 
victims, to whom she donated some $15 million. Kroc, the widow 
of McDonald's hamburger magnate Ray Kroc, said she wanted 
the media to focus on those hurt by the flood, not on her. Her 
cover was blown by North Dakota reporters. (Frequent 
anonymous giver Irwin Wayne Uran revealed his identity when 
he walked into City Hall in Leesburg, Va., and gave the town $1 
million for poor kids. Uran, who lives in a local Best Western 
motel, told the Washington Post he had decided to be more open 
about his giving "in the hope that it sets an example for people to 
help other people.") 

The quarter witnessed other moments of philanthropic drama. 
Yale University refused a several-million-dollar offer from 
alumnus, author, and AIDS activist Larry Kramer to endow a 
professorship in gay studies. Yale said the discipline was too 
narrow to warrant a permanent tenured chair. Nancy and William 
Laurie of Columbia, Mo., withdrew a $IO-million donation to the 
University of Missouri, saying the university had not moved fast 
enough to build a new $60-million basketball arena. Some 
putative beneficiaries are beginning to check the teeth of high
maintenance gift horses. A gift by Bill and June Peterson of a 
historic $4-million lakeside estate to the state of Wisconsin is 
being held up by concerns of state officials and the State 
Historical Society over the cost of running the facility. On the 
other hand, two current donors are willing to trust their grantees 
to decide where their money can best be used. Innovative 
philanthropist Eugene M. Lang (tied at No.5), who gives much 
of the credit for his rise from dishwasher to corporate mogul to 
his alma mater, Swarthmore College, will work with the college 
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to decide where his latest gift-$30 million-should be deployed. 
Dallas entrepreneur H.R. "Bum" Bright (tied at No.7) gave his 
$25 million to Texas A&M with no strings attached. "I don't 
think it appropriate that anyone should try to rule from the grave," 
Bright said. 

Like every list, the SLATE 60 has its arbitrary rules. Since 
we're tallying individual giving, grants made by foundations 
(such as the F.W. Olin Foundation's record-breaking $200-
million gift to create a new college of engineering near Boston) 
are not included. However, gifts by living individuals made 
through private (or community) foundations are counted when the 
foundations are created as a result of those donations, or their 
resources are substantially augmented by them. In general, we try 
to avoid double counting-crediting a gift when it is made or 
pledged to a foundation or other organization and then again 
when the dollars are actually expended. 

Because this is a list of the living, bequests are also omitted. 
Notable among this quarter's is the $12 million left to the town of 
Lowell, Mich.-more than six times the town's annual budget
by Harold Englehardt, who rose from cashier to president of a 
local bank. Not all bequests turn out as the deceased apparently 
intended. The foundation endowed by Jackie Kennedy Onassis, 
the current issue of American Benefactor points out, turns out to 
be worth nothing. Her children decided instead to pay the estate 
taxes and, as the will allowed, take possession of the entire estate, 
including the $34-million proceeds from the auction of her 
possessions, which was touted as being for charity. Former 
Redskins owner Jack Kent Cooke's designation of most of his 
$825-million estate for scholarships and special schools for 
underprivileged children may also be overturned by a lawsuit 
filed by his fourth wife. Gifts by foreigners also are excluded
which keeps us from recognizing the $3.25 million raised for 
charity by a New York auction of selected finery from the closets 
of Princess Diana. 

In tallying gifts separately by calendar quarter, injustice may 
also be done to donors who spread their largess more evenly 
across the year. Rest assured that the inequity will be rectified at 
the end of the year when Ann Castle produces the final SLATE 60 
for 1997, taking account ·of cumulative giving throughout the year 
and making any corrections we [md out about. As she did last 
year, Ann will also produce a listing of major anonymous gifts as 
well as an "honorable mention" tally of all individual 1997 gifts 
she can discover that exceed $1 million. Meanwhile, do let Ann 
know (e-mail her at: acastle@hamilton.edu) of any errors or 
omissions in the current tallies. 

Sidebar 

Where Have You Gone Andrew Carnegie. (1996, May). 
Washington Monthly. 



The 60 largest American charitable 
contributions for the second quarter 
(April to June) of 1997. 
Compiled by Ann Castle 
(http://www.hamilton.edulhtmVpersonaVacastle/) 

(Note: The list actually runs to 69. The last 12 contributors are 
tied at $2 million.) 

I. KATHRYN ALBERTSON-the widow of supermarket·chain 
founder Joe Albertson has given $660 million in stock (her shares 
in the family company) to the J.A. AND KATHRYN 
ALBERTSON FOUNDATION (Idaho). The gift increases the 
foundation's assets to $700 million, making it the Northwest 
region's largest. Created in 1966, the foundation was dormant 
until Kathryn Albertson transferred $30 million in stock to it in 
1994. Since then, it has focused its grant-making activities on 
primary and secondary schools in Idaho, where the supermarket 
chain is based. The foundation is expected to distribute roughly 
$35 million annually and will continue its emphasis on Idaho 
state education, according to its president, Tom Wilford. 

2. MELINDA and WILLIAM H. GATES III-a total of 
$204,375,492 this quarter. The gifts include: $200 million to 
create the GATES LIBRARY FOUNDATION (Wash.), dedicated 
to bringing the Internet to U.S. and Canadian public libraries and 
the communities they serve. The foundation will provide public 
libraries in low-income communities with the computer hardware 
and software required for community access to the Internet. It will 
also provide support and training for public-library personnel 
throughout the United States and Canada. "Our public libraries 
represent free and open access to important information and 
knowledge," said Melinda Gates. "Bill and I are excited to be 
helping libraries ensure that children and adults from all walks of 
life will have access to the wealth of information and 
understanding that computers and digital information make 
possible." The Gates Library Foundation Web site 
(http://www.glf.org) provides more information about the 
foundation, which will be headed by Patty Stonesifer, a former 
Microsoft executive and consultant to DreamWorks SKG. $2.25 
million to JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY (Md.) for family
planning programs in developing countries. The gift, made 
through Bill Gates' philanthropic foundation, will create the 
Family Planning Leadership Education Institute within the 
university'S School of Public Health. It will also subsidize the 
training of family-planning and reproductive-health professionals 
from developing countries. $1,125,492 to the FRIENDS OF 
MANDELA CHILDRENS' FUND. $1 million to the CATHOLIC 
ARCHDIOCESE OF SEATTLE. Bill Gates has said that he 
wants to focus his charitable giving on three areas: education, 
family planning, and access to technology. 

3. ROBERTO C. GOIZUETA-$38 million in stock to an 
ANONYMOUS ATLANTA AREA FOUNDATION. Goizueta is 
the chief executive officer of the Coca-Cola Co., and bought the 
stock in May with options he held on 1.8 million shares. In a 
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commencement speech last month, Goizueta, who recently has 
been urging corporate America to playa more benevolent role in 
society, told Loyola University students that businesses have an 
obligation to give something back to the communities that 
support them. Goizueta is a trustee of the Joseph B. Whitehead 
Foundation and the Lettie Pate Evans Foundation. 

4. RAYMOND D. NASHER-$32 million for the development 
and maintenance of a SCULPTURE GARDEN in downtown 
Dallas. Nasher's collection of modern and contemporary 
sculpture, valued at more than $50 million and including works 
by Rodin, Dubuffet, de Kooning, Lichtenstein, and Moore, will 
be shown on a rotating basis in the Nasher Sculpture Garden, a 2-
acre site adjacent to the Dallas Museum of Art. Although the 
Dallas Museum will be involved in the activities of the garden, 
the Nasher Foundation, which Nasher established in 1996, will 
own the art, purchase the land, pay for the development and 
maintenance of the garden, and build amenities such as a cafe. 
Nasher, who was courted by some of the premier art institutions 
in the country, said he chose Dallas because his wife, Patsy (who 
died in 1988), and their three daughters were from there, and "we 
decided it was important to leave a cultural legacy to the city." 

5. ROBERT H. DEDMAN SR., NANCY DEDMAN, and THE 
DEDMAN FOUNDATION of Dallas-$30 million to 
SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY, also in Dallas. The 
largest single gift in the university's history, it was announced at 
the April 18 kickoff of SMU's capital campaign. The donors have 
designated that $12 million of their gift be used as a challenge 
grant to build a new life-sciences building, which is to be named 
after them. Robert Dedman, one of five co-chairs of the SMU 
campaign, said: "Nancy and I ... have always said that to give 
while you live provides you with the joy of seeing your gift in 
action, of seeing it change lives. Today is indeed a time of joy for 
both of us." With this new pledge, the Dedmans' lifetime 
commitments to SMU now exceed $72 million. The couple 
recently established the Dedman Foundation to serve as a vehicle 
for their charitable giving. As the founder and chairman of the 
board of Club Corp International, Robert Dedman has developed 
the world's largest network of private city, country, and athletic 
clubs, plus public golf courses and resorts around the world. 

5. EUGENE M. LANG-a $30 million "Fund for the Future" to 
SWARTHMORE COLLEGE (Penn.), the largest gift in the 
college's history. Lang said that he and his family will work with 
leaders of the top-rated Swarthmore over the next few years to 
determine the ultimate designations of the gift. Lang, a 1938 
alumnus and chairman emeritus of Swarthmore's board, is the 
founder ofREFAC Technology Development Corp. and the "I 
Have A Dream" Foundation. He has given the college $50 million 
in gifts to date. While working as a dishwasher in a New York 
restaurant, he was encouraged to consider Swarthmore by one of 
the restaurant's patrons, George B. Jackson, himself a 
Swarthmore alumnus. Lang entered Swarthmore at age 15. One of 
his earliest gifts to the college established a scholarship in 
Jackson's honor. Lang retired as chairman ofREFAC in January 
1997 after building the company into the world's largest single 
organization specializing in the negotiation and administration of 
international manufacturing licenses and joint ventures. 
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7. H.R. "BUM" BRIGHT-$25 million to TEXAS A&M 
UNIVERSITY for an unrestricted endowment, the largest gift of 
its type in the university's history. Bright, a 1943 graduate of 
Texas A&M, is a prominent Dallas entrepreneur who once owned 
the Dallas Cowboys. Officials hailed the planned gift as a 
precedent-setting gesture in the annals of alumni support and 
university giving. Traditionally, gifts to universities are for 
specified purposes, but Bright's comes with no strings attached. 
"I don't think it appropriate that anyone should try to rule from 
the grave," Bright said. "This endowment should be available for 
the changing needs of Texas A&M for years to come, and for 
generations to come. It will be available at the full, unrestricted 
discretion of the president of Texas A&M University. I can think 
of no person with more knowledge of the needs of a school than 
the president." 

7. CARL W. SMITH-$25 million to the UNIVERSITY OF 
VIRGINIA from the founder of AMVEST Corp. and U. Va. 
football player. Most of the money will be used to help pay for a 
proposed 16,000-seat addition to Scott Stadium. This is the 
largest single monetary gift in the school's history. Smith and his 
wife, Hunter J. Smith, have supported many university endeavors 
over the years. Past gifts have gone to the schools of architecture, 
law, medicine, and business, the Children's Medical Center, and 
the Jefferson Scholars Program, although Carl Smith's primary 
interest has remained U. Va. athletics. "Moving athletics into the 
top tier of programs in the country has been part of a long-term 
strategy at the university, and we're pleased to be able to help 
accelerate that process," said Smith, who attended the university 
on a scholarship in the late 1940s and early '50s. Following 
Smith's graduation from the College of Arts and Sciences in 
1951, he served in the Army and worked as an investment banker. 
In 1961, he founded AMVEST, an international"company 
specializing in coal mining, natural-gas production, trading, and 
finance. Smith is currently a director of the National Mining 
Association, as well as a director of the National Football 
Foundation and Hall of Fame. 

9. GERALD J. FORD-$20 million to SOUTHERN 
METHODIST UNIVERSITY from the chairman of the board, 
CEO, and a principal shareholder of California Federal Bank 
FSB, formerly First Nationwide Bank FSB. The gift will fund a 
sports stadium to be named for the donor. Ford says he owes his 
success to the education and preparation for life he received first 
as an SMU undergraduate and later, as a law student. "My goal 
was to provide a benefit to students by bringing Mustang football 
back to the Hilltop and providing an attractive venue for other 
university activities," Ford said. "The All-Sports Center will help 
men and women athletes to develop their skills in a variety of 
competitive sports using state-of-the-art resources." 

9. JOHN P. and ANN KAUFFMAN-$20 million in cash and 
property to the COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY (Va.). 
The gift, by far the largest in the college's history, will allow the 
Virginia Institute of Marine Science/School of Marine Science to 
establish a satellite campus on the Rappahannock River. It 
includes a house and 7 acres valued at about $2 million, a future 
bequest valued at more than $10 million, and two trust funds. The 
Kauffmans have no direct ties to William and Mary, but became 
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familiar with the institute's work during more than a decade of 
visits to their estate on the Rappahanno~k. Their other home is in 
Darien, Conn. 

II. MICHAEL F. PRICE-$IS million to the UNIVERSITY 
OF OKLAHOMA College of Business Administration from this 
Short Hills, N.J., mutual-fund manager, whose group of funds has 
ranked among the best performers in the industry over the past 10 
years. Price earned his bachelor's in business administration from 
OU in 1973. The gift will be used to fund endowed chairs in 
accounting, marketing, management, and international business; a 
student support center to handle scholarships, mentoring 
programs, internships, and corporate relations; scholarships; and 
improvements to the library. To honor Price, OU has renamed its 
business school the Michael F. Price College of Business. Price 
was also given four season tickets to OU football games. 

12. ALLEN and ISABELLE LEEPA-gifts totaling $17.15 
million, comprising a $15-million art collection to ST. 
PETERSBURG JUNIOR COLLEGE (Fla.) and $2.15 million for 
a museum to house the collection. Consisting of more than 2,000 
works, the collection includes pieces by Picasso, Henry Moore, 
and Max Ernst, as well as some by Allen Leepa and his 
stepfather, Abraham Rattner. Allen Leepa was formerly a 
professor of art at Michigan State University, and is a noted 
Abstract Expressionist painter. He said that he and his wife chose 
the junior college for the gift because of its enthusiasm for the 
collection and its commitment to educate the public about art. 

13. ALFRED and NORMA LERNER-$16 million to the 
CLEVELAND CLINIC FOUNDATION (Ohio) from the 
chairman and CEO of MBNA Corp. and his wife. The donation, 
the largest in the history of a Cleveland medical institution, will 
go toward the construction of a new building at the Lerner 
Research Institute. The new building will also be named for the 
couple. The gift broke the Lerners' own record, set four years ago 
with a $10 million donation to the.University Hospital of 
Cleveland, where Norma Lerner is a board member. Researchers 
at the institute, which in recent years has been ranked among the 
top 10 research institutes that receive funding from the National 
Institutes of Health, are working on new treatments for cancer, 
coronary artery disease, and AIDS. 

14. JOAN KROC-is the "anonymous" donor of$15 million in 
AID to the victims of this spring's Red River flood. According to 
the North Dakotan Grand Forks Herald, airport records showed 
that a private jet registered to Kroc was refueled in the town May 
17. The mayors of Grand Forks and East Grand Forks, Minn., 
said they gave a woman a tour of the flood-devastated cities but 
continued to identifY her only as "Angel." East Grand Forks 
Mayor Lynn Stauss explained: "She stated that the press should 
go to the people in need and not herself. She didn't want to take 
away from their story." The widow of the McDonald's hamburger 
magnate Ray Kroc, she is a well-known philanthropist who has 
given many millions to charitable causes. 

14. BERNARD MARCUS-$15 million to the ATLANTA 
JEWISH FEDERATION from the chairman of Home Depot. The 
gift consists of $1 0 million outright and a $5 million challenge 
grant. Together with the donation made by Arthur Blank, Home 



Depot's CEO (see below), it constitutes almost halfofthe $41 
million raised so far by the federation toward its $50 million goal. 
The Jewish Federation is similar to the United Way, and raises 
operating funds for 13 Jewish-related agencies on an annual 
basis. Marcus is also donor, chairman, and a trustee of the Marcus 
Foundation. 

16. RUSSELL BERRIE-$13.S million to COLUMBIA 
UNIVERSITY (N.Y.) to establish a diabetes research and 
treatment center. Berrie is chairman of Russ Berrie & Co. of 
Oakland, N.J., which manufactures toys and other gift items. 
Columbia has dedicated the Russell Berrie Medical Science 
Pavilion in his honor. The facility will house expanded research 
programs in cancer and pediatrics, as well as Columbia's genome 
and diabetes research and treatment centers. The diabetes center 
will be named after Berrie's late mother, Naomi, who had 
diabetes, as Berrie does. An additional $10 million in funding for 
the $66 million building was provided by the Fairchild 
Foundation, with the balance coming from a mix of federal state 
and university funds. ' , 

17. PAUL G. ALLEN-a total ofS12.3 million this quarter, 
including $5 million to the STARBRIGHT PEDIATRIC 
FOUNDATION, a sister charity of the Starlight Foundation. The 
Starbright Foundation is an unprecedented collaboration among 
the worlds of pediatric health care, entertainment, and new 
technology to develop "entertainment interventions" to help 
seriously ill children cope with the pain, stress, and loss of 
childhood they experience on a daily basis. $3.2 million to the 
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON for prostatitis research from 
the Paul G. Allen Foundation for Medical Research. $2.1 million 
to STANFORD UNIVERSITY (Calif.) for the Center for 
Computational Genetics and Biological Modeling. $2 million to 
SURVNORS OF THE SHOAH FOUNDATION (Calif.), the 
philanthropy created by Steven Spielberg after he made the movie 
Schindler's List. The Paul G. Allen Foundation, through which 
the gift was made, is a founding partner in the Shoah Foundation 
"Partners in History and the Future" campaign, launched in 
January. It will finance the videotaping of eyewitness testimonies 
to create the largest multimedia archive of Holocaust-survivor 
testimonies ever assembled. 

18. THE HOBBY FAMILY-a S12 million pledge to help build 
a new $75-million MUSIC HALL in downtown Houston. City 
officials and the Music Hall Foundation recently announced plans 
to demolish the aging Music Hall and Sam Houston Coliseum 
after the 1997-98 theater season, and to build a facility using 
mostly private donations. Other contributors to the project are the 
Houston Endowment, which pledged $7.5 million, and the Brown 
and the Wortham foundations, each of which has pledged $5.5 
million. The new center is expected to open in 2001. 

18. WILLIAM C. WARREN-SI2 million to the COLUMBIA 
UNIVERSITY law and business schools from this former dean 
and professor. A new building on campus will be named the 
William and June Warren Hall in honor of Warren and his wife. 
"I was the dean there [at the law school] for 18 years; so if I have 
a little money, I think this a good thing to do," he told the New 
York Times. And as for his wife of 52 years, he noted, "She spent 
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a lot of time with alumni and students when I was dean, and I 
want her to be recognized for that." The building will be the 
second on Columbia's campus to be named for Warren. 

20. WILLIAM D. WALSH-SI0.S million to FORDHAM 
UNIVERSITY (N.Y.) from this alumnus and venture capitalist. 
$10 million of the gift will support a new library; the remaining 
$500,000 will go to an athletic training center. Walsh was cut 
from the Fordham football team in 1947 by the famed coach 
Vince Lombardi. He is now a general partner in the acquisitions 
firm Sequoia Associates in Menlo Park, Calif. 

21. BRUCE and RUTH DAYTON-SI0 million to the 
MINNEAPOLIS INSTITUTE OF ARTS (Minn.) from the former 
chairman of the Dayton Hudson Corp. and his wife. $7.5 million 
will go toward general operating support and $2.5 million toward 
the operation and maintenance of new galleries of Asian art, 
currently under construction. Last year, Ruth Dayton gave 
Macalester College, also in Minnesota, $1 million for its fitness 
center. 

21. ROBERT B. GOERGEN-SI0 million to the Wharton 
School of the UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA to create the 
Goergen Entrepreneurial Management Program. The new 
program will provide courses in venture capital, mergers and 
acquisitions, and managing rapid growth, among other offerings. 
The gift will also establish a Robert B. Goergen Professorship 
and sponsor Goergen Fellowships for faculty to teach new 
courses needed to meet growing demand. Wharton also plans to 
expand visiting-scholar and student-exchange opportunities 
through the program, and to explore entrepreneurial projects in 
developing countries. Goergen, a 1962 alumnus of the school is 
chairman and chief executive officer ofBlytb Industries, a ' 
Greenwich, Conn.-based manufacturer of candles, candle 
accessories, and fragrance products for the home. He is donor and 
president of the Goergen Foundation Inc. and a trustee of the 
XTRA Corp. Charitable Foundation. 

21. RICHARD N. and the late RHODA H. GOLDMAN-SI0 
million from the San Francisco-based family's fund to the 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT BERKELEY Graduate 
School of Public Policy. In honor of the gift, the university has 
named the school the Richard & Rhoda Goldman School of 
Public Policy. The bulk ofthe gift-$7 million-will be known 
as the Goldman Funds for Public Policy. The school plans to use 
the money to improve its facilities, attract well-known public 
figures as speakers, support fellowships for international students, 
and expand its public-outreach programs, according to Dean 
Eugene Smolensky. The gift follows a $7 million donation made 
to the university by the Goldman Fund in 1996. Richard 
Goldman, a 1941 Berkeley alumnus, and his late wife, a 1946 Cal 
alumna, also created the Goldman Environmental Prize, awarded 
every year to individuals making significant contributions to the 
global environment. Richard Goldman is donor, president, and a 
trustee of the Richard and Rhoda Goldman Fund and the 
Goldman Environmental Fund. 

21. JAMES T. JR. and CAROLYN TOWNSEND McAFEE
S10 million to MERCER UNIVERSITY School of Theology 
(Ga.) from the chairman of the board of trustees and his wife. It is 
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the second-largest gift-and the largest by a living donor-in the 
university's 164-year history. In recognition of the couple's 
endowment gift, the board of trustees voted unanimously last 
week to name the new Baptist theological school in honor of the 
McAfees. James McAfee is chairman and chief executive officer 
of Atlanta-based ValueMark Healthcare Systems Inc., which 
owns and manages behavioral-health-care facilities throughout 
the country. Carolyn Townsend McAfee is a member and former 
vice chair of the Allegro Group, Atlanta Symphony Associates, a 
volunteer support organization for the symphony. 

21. BARBARA and MELVIN NESSEL-SIO million to the 
MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL HOSPITAL CANCER 
CENTER, one of the largest financial gifts in the hospital's 
history. The couple used to live in Boston, where Melvin Nessel 
founded the Fenton Shoe Corp. and the Atlas Importing Co. 
almost 50 years ago. They now live in Palm Beach, Fla., and 
travel to Boston every three months so that Barbara Nessel can 
continue her treatment for the cancer diagnosed seven years ago 
at the hospital. 

21. BERNARD and AUDRE RAPOPORT-SIO million to the 
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN's College of Liberal 
Arts for an endowment to fund scholarships for study abroad and 
to help faculty members develop courses with an international 
flavor. The gift, which reflects the Rapoports' interest in 
educating students in world affairs, follows on the heels of a $5 
million donation the couple made to UT's Blanton Art Museum, 
now under construction, and an earlier $2.2 million donation to 
the school. Bernard Rapoport, a UT alumnus who served on the 
university's board of regents from 1991 to 1997, credits the 
school with opening doors and vistas to him as a young man. 

21. HARRY H. STINE-a SIO million challenge gift to 
McPHERSON COLLEGE (Kan.) for program support from this 
1963 alumnus and owner of Stine Seed Co. in Adel, Iowa. Stine 
said he would match all cash and cash-equivalent donations to the 
college's campaign to build new science and fine-arts buildings. 
The $10 million campaign goal must be met by June 2002. 

28. ROBERT A. and RENEE BELFER-S7.5 million to the 
Kennedy School of Government at HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
(Mass.) for the Center for Science and International Affairs. The 
gift will re-endow and refurbish the center, which was established 
two decades ago. Robert Belfer is a 1958 graduate of Harvard 
Law School, and Renee Belfer is a Vassar alumna. The Belfers 
have made a substantial gift to the Belfer Center for Public 
Management at the Kennedy School in the past, and have also 
supported the Law School and the Faculty of Arts and Sciences. 

29. EUGENE and RONNIE ISENBERG-S6 million to the 
UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS AT AMHERST School 
of Management from this Houston industrialist and his wife. This 
is the largest gift in the school's history and will support new 
facilities and an endowed professorship. The management school 
will be renamed for the donors. Isenberg, a 1950 alumnus of the 
school, is chairman and CEO of Nabors Industries, one of the 
world's leading oil and gas drilling contractors. He is also a 
director of the American Stock Exchange. 
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30. JON M. and KAREN HUNTSMAN-S5.2 million to 
BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY (Utah) for the new $10.4-
million law library, built entirely with donated funds. The 
Huntsmans made the donation in memory of Howard W. Hunter, 
a one-time corporate attorney and neighbor who served as 
president of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
which owns the university, for nine months before his death in 
1995 at age 87. The library is named in his honor. 

31. JACK BASKIN-S5 million to the UNIVERSITY OF 
CALIFORNIA AT SANTA CRUZ from this retired developer 
and engineer to support a new School of Engineering. This is by 
far the largest private donation in the campus's 32-year history. In 
recognition of Baskin's gift, UCSC will name its first 
professional school the Jack Baskin School of Engineering. The 
school represents a major expansion ofUCSC's existing 
programs in computer engineering and computer science into 
several new fields, including electrical engineering and applied 
and engineering mathematics. This gift caps Baskin's long history 
of supporting UCSC. Beginning with an initial 1971 donation of 
a boat that he sailed across the Pacific Ocean to Tahiti, his 
lifetime gifts and pledges to the campus now total more than $6.5 
million. Baskin, founder of the construction and housing 
company Jack Baskin Inc., says his latest gift reflects his 
conviction that engineering is a critical discipline for the future 
well-being of the region and state. Baskin is an alumnus of New 
York University who moved to the Bay Area in the late 1960s. 

31. ARTHUR BLANK-S5 million to the ATLANTA JEWISH 
FEDERATION from the CEO of Home Depot. 

31. EDWARD R. and HELEN SKADE HINTZ--a S5 million 
pledge to PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY for a new 
alumni center, graduate fellowships, and a program in 
international studies. Ed Hintz, a New York investment manager 
and Penn State trustee, was recently named chair of the 
university'S forthcoming capital campaign. Helen Hintz will serve 
as vice chair for the College of Health and Human 
Development's segment of the campaign. Both she and her 
husband are Penn State graduates. 

31. LAMAR and NORMA HUNT -S5 million to SOUTHERN 
METHODIST UNIVERSITY from this Dallas-based sports 
entrepreneur and his wife. Lamar Hunt is donor and secretary
treasurer of the Nine Star Foundation and president and a trustee 
of the Hassie Hunt Foundation Inc. An SMU trustee, he is 
chairman of the board of directors of Unity Hunt Inc., and was 
the founder and organizer of the American Football League. 

31. RAY L. and NANCY ANN HUNT-S5 million to 
SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY from this Dallas civic 
and international business leader and his wife. Ray Hunt, an SMU 
trustee, is chairman of the board of directors of Hunt 

. Consolidated Inc.; president and a director of the Ruth Fay Hunt 
Foundation; and donor, president, treasurer, and a trustee of the 
Nancy Ann Hunt and Ray L. Hunt Philanthropic Fund, of which 
his wife is vice president and a trustee. 

31. ROBERT S. and ELIZABETH NANOVIC-S5 million to 
the UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME (Ind.) to increase the 



endowment of the Nanovic Center for European Studies from this 
retired investment counselor and his wife. Established in 1993 
with an earlier gift from the couple, the center supports the 
discussion and research of European issues in a variety of 
scholarly fields. A 1954 Notre Dame graduate, Robert Nanovic 
received an MBA degree from Lehigh University in 1960. He 
recently retired from a career as an investment counselor, and has 
been a member of the advisory council for Notre Dame's College 
of Arts and Letters since 1993. His wife, the former Elizabeth 
Edney, is a graduate of Hofstra University. 

31. ROY R. NEUBERGER-55 million to the STATE 
UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK COLLEGE AT PURCHASE for 
the Museum of Art and other programs. 

31. IRA and INGEBORG RENNART -a total 0[$5 million: 
$2.5 million to YESHIVA UNIVERSITY (N.Y.) to establish an 
entrepreneurial institute at the Sy Syms School of Business; $2.5 
million to BARNARD COLLEGE (N.Y.) for a professorship and 
a forum on women and Judaism. Ira Rennart is the chairman of 
Renco, a private holding company in New York. 

31. JOHN W. SWEETLAND-nearly 55 million to the 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN to launch an innovative Writing 
Center for undergraduates. The center will be named in honor of 
Sweetland's late wife, Gayle Morris Sweetland. John Sweetland 
holds both bachelor's and master's degrees from the university. 
"The Writing Center is a most fitting tribute to my wife, Gayle. 
She was the best business writer I ever met. And, as publisher and 
editor of U. magazine, she featured the work of hundreds of 
student journalists, photographers, and artists," John Sweetland 
said. Sweetland and his wife have been longtime supporters of 
the university, having also pledged more than $8.5 million to the 
department of economics in support of three endowed chairs and 
a number of fellowships. 

31. TIlE FAMILY OF WILLIAM WRIGLEY-55 million to 
the UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA to help 
refurbish the marine-biology lab on Santa Catalina Island. The 
donation will go toward the renovation of dormitories and dock 
and diving facilities at the Wrigley Institute for Environmental 
Studies, which is being made over as an interdisciplinary 
laboratory where visiting scholars can collaborate with mainland 
colleagues via teleconferences. One reason for the $ 12-million 
renovation of the marine lab, according to Morton Schapiro, dean 
of USC's College of Letters, Arts, and Sciences, is the 
burgeoning popularity of the university's undergraduate 
environmental-studies program. William Wrigley is chairman and 
director of the Wrigley Family Foundation. 

41. LAURENCE A. and PRESTON ROBERT TISCH-up to 
54.5 million to the CHILDREN'S ZOO in Central Park, New 
York City. Made through the Tisch Foundation, the gift replaces 
the $3 million donation to the zoo withdrawn by Henry and Edith 
Everett after a dispute over its commemoration. Laurence Tisch 
said he had agreed to replace the gift without knowing the 
identity of the original donors, and that the new gift had nothing 
to do with the Everetts, who earlier this month criticized the 
choice of Tisch's son James as the new head of the UJA
Federation of New York because of his interests in the Lorillard 
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Tobacco Co. "My brother and I agreed to replace the gift several 
weeks ago," Laurence Tisch said in an interview with the New 
York Times. "I laughed when I found out who had reneged on the 
gift. In a way, I wish it hadn't turned out this way, because people 
will misinterpret our motivation. In fact, it had zero input into our 
decision." According to a spokesperson for the Wildlife . 
Conservation Society, the new zoo will now be called the Tisch 
Children's Zoo. The Tisch brothers are trustees and donors of 
several private foundations, among them the Tisch Foundation 
Inc. 

42. ROBERT and MARY WRIGHT-54 million from the 
president of Medical Cities and the Crow-Wright Co. and his 
wife to AUSTIN COLLEGE (Texas) to help develop a new 
campus center. The companies develop and manage health-care 
facilities. 

43. ROBERT T. and DIANA BIGELOW-53.7 million from 
the president of Bigelow Holding, a real-estate company, and his 
wife to the UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA AT LAS VEGAS, to 
establish the Bigelow Chair of Consciousness Studies. The new 
gift is a continuation of Bigelow family gifts in support of the 
Sciences and Health Sciences colleges at UNLV. "We are very 
interested in seeing the disciplines of physics, biology, and 
chemistry-empirical scientific investigations into the natural 
laws of the universe--applied to the study of consciousness," 
explained Robert Bigelow. "Our goal is simply to help scientists 
unravel some of the mysteries of consciousness and ultimately 
benefit mankind." 

44. JUDY and BRIAN LITTLE-53.625 million to COLGATE 
UNIVERSITY (N.Y.) in support of the college's plans to build a 
new academic building for the art and art history department. 
Brian Little, a founding partner of Forstmann Little & Co. and 
now a private investor, is a 1964 graduate of the college, and has 
served as chairman of the board of trustees since 1996. 

45. ELIZABETH ZOPFI CHACE and MALCOLM G. 
CHACE III-a total 0[$3.5 million: $1.4 million to BROWN 
UNIVERSITY (R.I.) to endow the women's basketball head 
coaching position in honor of student-athlete Liz Turner ('98). 
Head coach Jean Burr will be the first occupant of the Liz Turner 
'98 Coaching Chair for Women's Basketball. As part of their gift 
to Brown, the Chaces have earmarked $400,000 in general 
budgetary support for women's athletics at Brown. $2.1 million 
to Brown for an assistant professorship in the humanities and for 
scholarships. Liz Chace is a Brown trustee and member of the 
Corporation Committee on Athletics, vice president of the Brown 
Sports Foundation, and president of Friends of Brown Women's 
Basketball. She is also the founder and president of Residential 
Properties Ltd., a statewide realty agency. 

45. ROBERT B. PAMPLIN SR. and ROBERT B. PAMPLIN 
JR.-53.5 million to VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE 
AND STATE UNIVERSITY for scholarships. Robert B. Pamplin 
Sr. is the retired chairman of Georgia-Pacific and current 
chairman of R.B. Pamplin, a holding company of which Robert 
Pamplin Jr. is president. Both men are Oregon residents. 
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47. DUVAHL RIDGWAY-HULL and ANDREW HULL---
53.4 million to LONGWOOD COLLEGE (Va.) for education 
scholarships from this retired obstetrician and gynecologist and 
her husband, a retired music supervisor in the Roanoke, Va., 
public school system. 

48. CHARLOTTE GRAGNANI-53 million to PROVIDENCE 
COLLEGE (R.I.) to construct a new chapel. Gragnani's late 
husband, Francis, was chairman of Winthrop Financial. 

48. STEPHEN and TOMISUE ffiLBERT-53 million from 
the chairman of Conseco and his wife to the INDIANAPOLIS 
ZOO toward planned botanical gardens. In honor of the donation, 
a 5,OOO-square-foot glass conservatory on the grounds of the zoo 
will be known as the Hilbert Conservatory. Stephen Hilbert is a 
member of the Indianapolis Zoological Society's board of 
trustees. 

48. B.J. "RED" and CHARLINE McCOMBS-a 53 million 
pledge from this San Antonio-based auto dealer, investor, and 
former owner of the San Antonio Spurs and Denver Nuggets, and 
his wife, to the UNNERSTIY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN in 
support of women's athletics. The gift, among the largest ever 
received by a women's collegiate athletic program, trailed by days 
a key U.S. Supreme Court action favoring equity in athletics 
programs for men and women. But B.J. McCombs, a self
described "red-necked, tobacco-chewing Bubba," said the gift 
"has nothing to do with a gender issue. It has something to do 
with what's right and what's fair." In honor of the McCombs' 
generosity, UT plans to name a softball stadium for the couple. 
The McCombs are alumni of Southwestern University. B.J. is 
president-and Charline, vice president---of the McCombs 
Foundation. 

48. SHERRILL and JO ANN PETTUS-53 million to 
SOUTHERN METHODIST UNNERSITY. The Pettuses own 
Southern Bleacher Co. in Graham, Texas, and are SMU alumni. 

48. ROBERT LEE RAGSDALE JR.-53 million from the 
founder of Ragsdale Aviation to ST. EDWARD'S UNNERSITY 
(Texas) for its new campus center. 

48. GEORGE SOROS-53 million this quarter to the PUBLIC 
HEALTH RESEARCH INSTITUTE (N.Y.) to establish 
diagnostic and research laboratories in Moscow, Russia, from the 
financier and founder of the Open Society Institute. 

54. STEVE and DOROTHEA GREEN-52.S million to 
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNNERSITY from the former 
CEO of Astrum International Corp. and his wife. The donation is 
the largest in the university's history, and will be matched by 
funds from the state. It will be used to add a museum and a 
visual-arts collection to the state-financed 537-million expansion 
of the school's library, which will be renamed in honor of the 
couple. 

54. OSCAR L. TANG-52.S million to SKIDMORE 
COLLEGE (N.Y.) for a new teaching museum and art gallery. 
Tang, a private investment manager and trustee of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, has also financed the transfer to the 
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museum of 11 major Chinese paintings of large, but unspecified, 
value-perhaps in the hundreds of millions of dollars. 

56. JAMES C. and CHERIE FLORES-a 52.06 million 
pledge to LOUISIANA STATE UNNERSTIY for its business 
college. James Flores, who graduated from LSU Business School 
in 1981, is one of two co-founders of Flores & Rucks Inc., an oil 
and gas exploration company. 

56. WILLIAM W. and CATHERINE RUCKS-52.06 million 
to LOUISIANA STATE UNNERSITY for the Department of 
Management. William Rucks is one of the two co-founders of 
Flores & Rucks Inc., an oil and gas exploration company. 
William Rucks graduated from LSU in 1979, and Catherine 
Rucks attended the school as well. 

58. JAMES F. and LORRAINE BOCCARD0-52 million 
from this lawyer and his wife to SAN JOSE STATE 
UNNERSTIY (Calif.) to renovate classrooms in the College of 
Business. 

58. BARBARA GORNTO-52 million from the widow of the 
chairman of Nations Bank Corp. MidAtiantic Group to OLD 
DOMINION UNNERSTIY (Va.) to help construct a distance
learning center. 

58. JOYCE McMAHON HANK-52 million from this Moline, 
Ill., resident to ST. MARY'S COLLEGE (Ind.) to endow two 
chairs to study the life and teachings of St. Thomas Aquinas. 
Hank's husband, Bernard, is the retired CEO of Montgomery 
Elevator Co. 

58. EDWARD P. "TED" JUNKER III and BARBARA 
JUNKER-52 million from the retired vice chairman of PNC 
Bank Corp. and his wife to PENNSYLVANIA STATE 
UNNERSTIY AT ERIE, Behrend College, to endow athletics 
programs. 

58. PETER KARMANOS and DEBRA GLENDENING
KARMANOS-$2 million to the GRADY MEMORIAL 
HOSPITAL (Delaware County, Ohio). The Karmanoses made the 
gift in memory of Debra Karmanos' mother, Mrujorie Anne 
"Midge" Glendening, who spent time in the hospital's emergency 
room and intensive-care unit shortly before her death last fall. In 
honor of the gift, Grady's proposed emergency facility will be 
named the Midge Glendening Emergency Center. 

58. FRED and MYRTLE PROCTOR-$2 million from the 
founder of Guilford Mills and Texfi Industries and his wife to 
GREENSBORO COLLEGE (N.C.) for the teacher-education 
program. 

58. THOMAS and JUDITH PYLE-$2 million from the 
former owners of Rayovac to the UNNERSITY OF 
WISCONSIN AT MADISON to renovate an adult-education 
center. 

58. STEPHEN and RITA SHARF-52 million from this retired 
executive vice president of the Chrysler Corp. to OAKLAND 
UNIVERSITY (Mich.) for a new golf course. 



58. ED SNIDER-$2 million to the Wharton School of the 
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA from the chairman of 
Comcast-Spectator to support the work of the school's Sol C. 
Snider Entrepreneurial Center. Snider founded the Philadelphia 
Flyers, developed the city's two major arenas, and founded 
PRISM, a regional premium cable-television channel. He is a 
member of Wharton's Board of Overseers, and founded and 
endowed the Sol C. Snider Entrepreneurial Center in 1985 to 
honor his father, a Russian immigrant who created a chain of 
supermarkets in Washington, D.C. 

58. JERRE and MARY JOY STEAD-$2 million to 
GARRETT EVANGELICAL THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY (TIl.) 
for faculty and program support. Jerre Stead is chairman and 
CEO of ingram Micro, a technology-product distributor. 

58. CAL TURNER JR.-$2 million to BELMONT 
UNIVERSITY (Tenn.) for scholarships. 

58. CRISPUS (CHRIS) ATTUCKS WRIGIIT-$2 million 
endowment from this retired Los Angeles attorney and alumnus 
of USC to the UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
Law School to establish the Wright Scholarship. The gift is the 
largest made to the university by an African-American. It is also 
the second-largest contribution by an African-American to any 
law school in the United States. The scholarship will provide 
support to academically qualified and fmancially deserving 
African-American students, as well as to those of other ethnicities 
interested in practicing law in underrepresented communities. 

BOOKS 

Inside Ms.: 25 Years oJthe Magazine and the Feminist Movement 
By Mary Thorn 
Henry Holt and Co.; 244 pages; $25 

The Ms. Makeover 

How the magazine repackaged feminism for the 
middle class. 

By Ann Hulbert 

T o call Ms. a Media Event sounds less invidious than obvious. 
Isn't that what all journalism is, by definition, and what even 

serious activism aspires to nowadays? Most single-issue 
magazines can only dream about the eye-catching niche that 
Gloria Steinem and her fellow editors carved out for America's 
first glossy feminist publication 25 years ago. With the glamorous 
Steinem at its helm-and intermittently on its cover-Ms. was 
just the promotional vehicle the feminist movement needed to go 
mainstream. 

But Inside Ms., as you might expect of an "authorized" 
account of the magazine, prefers to think of it as a Historic Event. 
Mary Thorn is herself a staff veteran, who arrived as a researcher 
at the very start and went on to serve as executive editor under 
Editor in Chief Robin Morgan in the 1990s. Thorn touts her 
reliance on "oral histories of many founders and long-time staff 
members." It is clear that she aspires to a down-in-the-trenches 
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record of a pioneering endeavor that, in her opinion, transcended 
the ordinary boundaries of journalism. As such, Thorn requires 
unconventional characters, daunting circumstances, and heroic 
goals, all of which she does her best to supply. 

Hence Gloria Steinem, one among a large cast of path
breakers struggling to fulfill an unorthodox dream. Hence the 
many pages devoted to the uphill battles on the business end. 
Unsurprisingly, bold determination prevailed, and a new kind of 
magazine was born. "Ms. seems more like a social movement 
than a national magazine," Thorn writes. The offices were both "a 
publishing enterprise and a center for activism." Ms. 
"represent[ed] a state of mind." Ms. was a "feminist mecca." A 
flood of visitors were eagerly greeted-and vetted-as potential 
recruits to the cause. Funds flowed out from the coffers of the 
Ms. Foundation for Women, giving fledgling feminist projects the 
boost they needed. 

Such an epic saga of political activism may have been what 
Thorn meant to write, but soon enough she settles down into the 
blander form of the press release. Hers is not the book to read for 
a serious assessment of the ideas in the many articles she makes 
sure to mention by author. (Her former colleagues, she is well 
aware, will head straight for the index.) She rehearses the main 
criticisms leveled against the magazine: that it was politically 
conventional, emphasizing male-dominated electoral politics and 
skirting controversy; that it was sentimental about sisterhood, 
forever holding up individual women as inspirational role 
models. But her reply to the critics consists of providing an 
exception or two to each of the complaints and then moving 
swiftly on. She dutifully describes the big dramas that got Ms.' 
editors all riled up--the crusade for and defeat of the ERA; the 
smear campaign in 1975 by the radical Redstockings, who 
attacked Steinem for work she'd done a decade earlier on behalf 
of a liberal cause that had CIA backing; the nationwide women's 
conference in Houston in 1977. What may have been the larger 
philosophical questions behind these contretemps? Here is 
Thorn's idea of an answer: "Then as today, feminism was not an 
ideology set in stone, but rather an adaptable set of attitudes and 
beliefs." 

And yet, bromidic and blurry though this public-relations job 
is, it is in its way not inaccurate. For Steinem never was an editor 
of the sharp, analytic variety; she was a repackager. Her aim was 
not to subvert the women's magazine but to give it a makeover, to 
translate feminism into something familiar to the middle class. 
Go back and reread the Ms. of the 1970s, and you rediscover how 
psychological how-to-ism for women at home became 
consciousness-raising for women newly out in the world. 
Confessional narrative became first-person testimonial about the 
choices and changes in women's lives. in the coping-with
children department, the message changed from advice to 
mothers on, say, avoiding "martyr complexes," to advice on 
lobbying for child care and avoiding gender stereotypes with sons 
and daughters. Soft-focus messages about sexuality-the 
importance of pleasing your man-became pointed discussion of 
abortion rights and the myth of the vaginal orgasm. 

By the 1980s the positions had grown predictable (Ms. was 
pro-abortion, pro-day care, pro-ERA, pro-welfare rights, pro
clitoral orgasm). But it is no small tribute to Ms. that most of the 
issues it raised over the years are still around. Ms. was among the 
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first women's magazines to run pieces about sexual harassment, 
spousal abuse, breast implants, the economic impact of divorc~ 
all based on real reporting. The formula was not original and 
didn't pretend to b~"soft" personal stories, plus "hard" facts, 
with some prescriptions for action. It was service journalism, and 
its depth and quality were uneven, as it generally is with service 
journalism. Ms. also relied a great deal on book excerpts, hardly a 
sign of bold editorial entrepreneurship. As for Ms. ' political 
coverage, crusades heavy on symbolism preoccupied the staff 
through the 1970s (the ERA, the Houston conference). If the 
magazine followed electoral politics a little doggedly, it 
participated in gestural politics a little overenthusiastically. In 
"Cracking the Women's Movement Protection Game" in 1978 a 
staff writer was honest enough to acknowledge the joumalisti~
and political-pitfalls of such boosterism. (She had puffed pro
ERA forces although they were in complete disarray.) 

Ms. ' radical critics were right. It was not in the business of 
making sustained ideological arguments or issuing eccentric 
polemics. Few distinctive writers emerged from the magazine, 
though over the years many contributed to it. From the choice of 
name onward, Ms.' real specialty was promotion-above all of a 
usable, salable symbolism. It probably didn't hurt this larger 
endeavor that fellow founding editor Letty Cottin Pogrebin, the 
author of How to Make It in a Man's World (1970), had a career 
as a high-powered publicist behind her. But it was Steinem's 
inspirational role at Ms. that was the model for Ms.' role with its 
readers. She was not a theorist. She was an icon, a catalyst, 
plugged in to American women via the lecture circuit, and to 
establishment men, such as boyfiiends Mike Nichols and 
Mortimer Zuckerman, via the social circuit. 

It's fitting, then, that Thorn perks up whenever she's' 
describing a party, a gala, a television show, a promotional tour. 
This was the true Ms. "state of mind," and there were many such 
events to boast about. The premier issue in the spring of 1972 got 
a plug from The David Frost Show, on which Steinem and others 
appeared. Then there was a big party at the New York Public 
Library to celebrate. The next year "the magazine's own birthday 
... was the occasion oflarger gatherings, several of them aboard a 
chartered Circle Line boat." "Everything we did," one member of 
the staff recalled, "got a tremendous amount of attention." It 
would all sound narcissistically frivolous were it not so earnest. 
And so ineffective fmancially; the magazine was all but broke 
from the start, and stayed that way. 

In the 1980s, "The New Ms.," which had been granted not
for-profit educational status, launched a campus issue to attract 
younger readers, but a hectically busy Steinem was devoting less 
editorial energy to the magazine, and it showed. (You can sense a 
magazine's desperation when it tries to generate hoopla on both 
its 10th and 15th armiversaries.) In the 1990s, after being sold and 
resold, Ms. lost its spark, but it still carries on. Its covers are as 
flashy as ever, though an arid cleanliness reigns within; it 
resembles nothing so much as an alumnae magazine. (Ms. has 
been ad-free since 1990.) Inside the current issue you will find, 
what else, an excerpt from Inside Ms. On this 25th armiversary, 
there is no gala. Instead, there's a book that reads like a genteel 
obituary. 
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Ms. is on the Web (www.womweb.com/msnet.htm). albeit in a 
limited format, as is the Ms. Foundation for Women 
(www.ms.foundation.org/). You can read a brief bio of Steinem 
at www.thomson.com/gale/steinem.html. For a wide range of 
links on feminism and women's studies, try english
www.hss.cmu.edu/feminism/, which will connect you to NOW 
(www.now.org/) and the Feminist Majority Foundation Online 
(www.feminist.org/), among other organizations. Read a 
"Dialogue" on Revisionist Feminism between Susan Faludi 
and Karen Lehrman 
(www.slate.com/Code/DDD/DDD.asp?file=Feminism&iMsg=O) 
or follow this "Committee of Correspondence" discussion of 
Women in America (www.slate.com/CoC/96-11-08/CoC.asp), 
both in SLATE. 

Ann Hulbert is a regular contributor to SlATE. 

"One Hell of a Gamble ": Khrushchev, Castro, and Kennedy, 1958-
1964 
By Aleksandr Fursenko and Timothy Naftali 
W.W. Norton; 420 pages; $27.50 

Cold War Follies 

The Cuban missile crisis was scarier than we 
thought. 

By Warren Bass 

I n ?ctob~r 1962, after the Soviet Union stationed nuclear 
mIssiles m FIdeI Castro's Cuba, President John F. Kermedy 

called upon Dean Acheson for advice. With typical self
assurance, the grand old man of the Cold War bellowed his 
recommendation at a meeting of the so-called ExComm of top 
Kermedyaides: a swift U.S. airstrike to take out the nukes. When 
asked what the result would be, Acheson replied that Moscow 
would then destroy a cache of NATO nuclear missiles in Turkey. 
Then what? he was asked. Under our NATO obligations, 
Acheson said, Washington would have to attack a nuclear base 
within the Soviet Union itself. And then? Acheson paused. 
"That's when we hope," the magisterial wise man said, "that 
cooler heads will prevail, and they'll stop and talk." 

Mercifully, the end of the Cold War has brought an end to 
this type of hair-raising exchange. But those readers looking to 
remember the bad old days can fmd this sort of thing, and plenty 
of it, in Aleksandr Fursenko and Timothy Naftali 's important new 
book on the Cuban missile crisis, "One Hell of a Gamble. " It 
would be nice to report that their account packs the pleasure and 
thrills of a spy novel, but that's not exactly the case. Spy novels 
induce afrisson of tension that's enjoyable because the reader 
knows nothing is really at stake. But Fursenko and Naftali's book, 
while it will leave readers' knuckles white, is no fun at all to read, 
because the events it describes are so frightening. 

Their impressive account is one of the best of a flood of new 
books about the Cold War, triggered by the end of the 
superpowers' long struggle. These have ranged from the 
triumphalist (such as Jay Winik's On the Brink, a hagiographic 
account of the Reagan-era officials he sees as the Cold War's 
victors) to the tendentious (say, Peter Schweizer's simplistic 



Victory, giving all the credit, again, to Reagan) to the thoughtful 
(such as We Now Know, by the dean of Cold War historians, John 
Lewis Gaddis). "One Hell of a Gamble" belongs in the last 
category. Fursenko and Naftali resist the urge to gloat or 
sermonize, and instead let their research speak for them. It has 
quite a bit to say, little of it soothing. Fursenko, a leading Russian 
historian and member of the Russian Academy of Sciences, and 
Naftali, a fellow in international-security studies at Yale, add 
much to what we know about the coldest days of the Cold War 
from careful digging in newly opened Soviet archives. 

In particular, the popular image of the missile crisis as a 
triumph for JFK's diplomacy gets badly dented. Kennedy began 
his term hoping to establish a new detente with Moscow, but he 
also sought to rid the Western Hemisphere of communism by 
ousting Castro. These goals soon proved incompatible. In his 
1960 campaign, Kennedy talked up a fictional missile gap in 
order to show up the GOP as flaccid on communism. During the 
Eisenhower administration, Castro had begun moving deeper into 
the Soviet orbit out of fear of a U.S. invasion; Kennedy's failed 
Bay of Pigs invasion in 1961 aggravated Castro's anxieties and 
gave him a rallying cry for a pro-Soviet tilt. Soviet leader Nikita 
Khrushchev, fearing the loss of his model for a new path of 
socialist development, got mischievous. "Why not throw a 
hedgehog at Uncle Sam's pants?" he asked, and decided to move 
missiles into Cuba. The gambit would, at a stroke, deter Kennedy 
from invading Cuba, cement Moscow's alliance with Havana, 
and shift the world strategic balance. Washington would learn to 
live with the missiles, Khrushchev figured, just as Moscow lived 
with NATO's nuclear missiles on its Turkish frontier. 

But Kennedy had no intention of doing so. Instead of 
Acheson's airstrike, the ExComm chose to blockade Cuba with 
warships. After several harrowing days, Khrushchev blinked and 
agreed to remove the missiles in return for an American pledge 
not to invade Cuba and a secret pact to remove the Turkish 
missiles. The superpowers subsequently entered a brief era of 
eased tensions, installing the famous Kremlin-White House hot 
line and signing a nuclear test ban treaty. " 'One Hell of a 
Gamble, ." writes Arthur Schlesinger Jr., Camelot'S court 
historian, shows "an American president doggedly bent on the 
avoidance of nuclear war." Actually, it shows that mixed politics 
send mixed signals. True, the planet was not destroyed, for which 
we should be grateful, but Kennedy's maladroit foreign policy 
helped create the conditions for the crisis. The world was brought 
to the verge of nuclear catastrophe because of a missile gap that 
did not exist, Turkish missiles that were not supposed to be there, 
and an invasion that was not coming. 

Khrushchev doesn't come off looking any better. Fursenko 
and Naftali offer a wealth of new details about Soviet and Cuban 
motives, including the most comprehensive picture yet of 
Havana's slow entry into the Soviet orbit. We also get a better 
look at the roots of Khrushchev's decision to back down. In the 
"X" article, the landmark 1947 essay that spelled out the 
fundamentals of America's Cold War strategy, George Kennan 
argued that "the Kremlin has no compunction about retreating in 
the face of superior force. And being under the compulsion of no 
timetable, it does not get panicky under the necessity for such 
retreat. ... [I]f it finds unassailable barriers in its path, it accepts 
these philosophically and accommodates itself to them." Sure 
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enough, confronted with such a barrier in 1962, Khrushchev 
decided to give way. He retreated as philosophically as he could, 
although he described his reaction to the setback in rather less 
elegant language. There was no need for the Kremlin, he said, to 
"act like the czarist officer who farted at the ball and then shot 
himself." 

Fursenko and Naftali's book is full of this type of gripping 
new detail, including the book's biggest, scariest revelation. The 
Kremlin, we learn, had decided to use tactical battlefield nuclear 
weapons against U.S. troops if Kennedy invaded Cuba. Had 
Kennedy not opted for the blockade, it's clear that the first 
combat use of nuclear weapons since Nagasaki could have 
prompted a terrifying cycle of escalation. The Cuban missile 
crisis, it seems, may have been even worse than we had thought. 

Facing a more complex world, some diplomats and 
conservative scholars seem to long nostalgically for the era of 
Mutual Assured Destruction. "One Hell of a Gamble" comes as a 
welcome corrective. Bad as today's global uncertainties may 
seem, the Cold War system always had an even more dangerous 
potential for getting out of control. Even after the superpowers' 
1962 showdown led to an easing of tensions, the planet still had a 
series of nuclear scares, such as the October 1973 nuclear alert
which happened on the detente-minded watch of Henry Kissinger 
and Richard Nixon. The inherent problem with Cold War 
brinkmanship, as the Harvard theorist Thomas C. Schelling has 
noted, is that it could elicit concessions only if one's opponent 
didn't know exactly where the brink was. "One Hell of a 
Gamble" reminds us just how terrifying that game could be. "Any 
fool could start a war," Khrushchev used to like to say. In 1962, 
Khrushchev, Castro, and Kennedy almost did. 

The first chapter of "One Hell of a Gamble" is available at the 
Washington Posfs Web site (search.washingtonpost.com/wp
srvlstyle/longterm/books/chap1/onehellofagamble.htm). It's 
worth registering to access the Cold War Intemational History 
Project at the Woodrow Wilson Intemational Center for 
Scholars (for one thing, it's free) (cwihp.si.edu/default.htm). 
You will then be able to scroll through "Russian Documents on 
the Cuban Missile Crisis." The National Security Archive's 
section on the crisis includes a partial transcript of one of the 
Executive Committee meetings in October 1962, as well as a 
detailed chronology 
(www.seas.gwu.edu/nsarchive/nsa/cuba_mis_cri/cuba_miS_Cri 
.html).ThiS page of Cold War Hot Links is hit or miss (some 
are worthwhile, others less so. A few don't work at all) 
(www.stmartin.edu/-dprice/cold.war.html). SLATE also reviews 
John Lewis Gaddis' We Now Know 
(www.slate.com/BookReview/97-04-01/BookReview.asp). 

Warren Bass, a Wexner Fellow in history at Columbia University, is 
project editor of The American Encounter, Foreign Affairs 
magazine's forthcoming 75th anniversary anthology. 
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MOVIES 

Career Girls 
Directed by Mike Leigh 
October Films 

In the Company of Men 
Directed by Neil LaBute 
Sony Pictures Classics 

What Boys and Girls Are Made Of 

Career Girls and In the Company of Men. 

By David Edelstein 

G oing to work for Mike Leigh is not just a job, it's a 
histrionic quest. You can picture his actors clearing their 

calendars for the next six months, ritually cleansing themselves, 
and kissing their spouses and children goodbye. Renowned for 
his means as much as his ends, the director sends his performers 
out into the world to unearth data about their characters, then 
leads them through weeks of improvisation and scene-building. 
Actors, God love them, adore this. They're not the most 
systematic or penetrating thinkers, but they come back with 
nuggets of gold. They also tend to truck in loads of dung in the 
form of earnest psychobabble. I suppose when you compel actors 
to draw on their own resources, you have to take the banal with 
the startling. And there is something to startle you in Leigh's 
crooked, bittersweet little comedy Career Girls. It's called Katrin 
Cartlidge, and every director should have one--and build an altar 
to it. 

You possibly saw Cartlidge in supporting roles in Naked and 
Breaking the Waves. You haven't seen her in full gale force. As 
Hannah, who grows from spiky prole to uneasy denizen of the 
middle class, she's the sort of woman who's underrepresented in 
movies: smart and aggressive and desperately unhappy about the 
random injustices of her upbringing. Tall and sharp-featured, 
she's a fount of caustic one-liners, and her stabbing wit makes her 
look more angular yet. Hannah drives people away with her 
querulous expressions, her verbal parries, her cock-of-the-walk 
mannerisms. The miracle of the performance is that the quips 
seem double-edged, at once a glorious shield and a grim barrier to 
contact with other human beings. She can't tamp her anger or her 
need to be ever in control; she's too superbly defended. 

Leigh, mindful of symmetry, has paired her with Annie 
(Lynda Steadman), a woman with no apparent defenses at all. A 
quivering pile of flesh attired in smart "career girl" fashions, 
Annie travels to London by train to visit Hannah, her former 
college roommate, whom she has not seen in years. I report all 
this matter-of-factly; but in the film it takes a while to determine 
just what their relationship is or was. The two are guarded with 
each other, inexpert in their banter, halting in their rhythms. Then 
Leigh launches the first of many flashbacks to their college 
days-on bluish film stock, with a shaky carnera-and the 
glimpse of the past fills in the empty spaces in the present. It also 
adds another layer of confusion: The performances are so extreme 
and the milieu so scuzzy you might think they're not in college 
but a rehab clinic for junkies. It takes a while to get oriented in 
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Leigh's movies, which, for all their social-realist trappings, 
frequently explode into caricature and high-theatrical artifice. 
That's not a bad thing, by the way. Career Girls, unlike the 
increasingly dreary Secrets & Lies, ups the fun quotient and 
leaves the moral sorting-out to the audience. 

Steadman, it must be said, overdoes the jiggle-headed twitch; 
in college, she looks like a Star Trek android whose circuits keep 
misfiring. But she is awfully cute. As Leigh skips back and forth 
between past and present, he spotlights the contrast between the 
well-coiffed woman and strung-out teen-ager; gradually, the two 
incarnations merge. Annie and Hannah come to seem like little 
girls dressed up, their old emotions there but determinedly buried. 
And as the women become more comfortable with each other, 
opening themselves up to their memories and feelings, the meter 
of the film shifts from jerky to expansive. 

Leigh must provide a narrative, so a third of the way into the 
picture, Hannah announces that she has made a series of 
appointments with real-estate agents to see deluxe apartments; the 
girls can pretend to be swells and see how the haute bourgeOisie 
live. In a yuppie high-rise, a "swinger" (Andy Serkis) puts the 
moves on them, and is so hilariously shameless that he transcends 
the cliche. Simultaneously, in the past, we meet the girls' 
roommate, Ricky (Mark Benton), who is very, very fat and is also 
a mass of tics and twitches. "Uh em uhm eh " he begins in an 
effort to tell Annie that he loves her, "ah-I f~f-f-f-f-f-f-f~cy you. 
Uh em uhm eh ah-I I-l-l-l-l-oov you." Neither attempt at 
seduction is especially appealing, and neither man takes rejection 
well. A third suitor, Adrian (Joe Tucker), does better with both 
girls. In flashback, he has his way with one ("When I fook 
someone, they stay fooked") and sends the other into a 
decadelong swoon; in the present, he appears as a slick, enigmatic 
real-estate agent who refuses to acknowledge his previous 
persona. Adrian is smarmily insulated from his past; Ricky, 
whom Annie and Hannah stumble on in the film's climactic 
scene, has let his past eat him alive. 

Because of how organically Leigh works, his films can seem 
both shapeless and too pat. In some ways they don't gel, in others 
they harden into cement. The heroines of Career Girls crack 
jokes about the people turning up from their past as if on cue: 
What are the chances of that?! The chances of that are good 
indeed if you're a character in a movie, so don't playpostmodern 
games. Over Chinese food, the women layout their points of 
view too neatly, psychoanalyzing the life out of the scene. And 
the picture's final encounter, with a grotesquely addled Ricky, 
feels exploitative. Ricky might represent how Hannah and Annie 
could have turned out if they'd let go, if they hadn't overcome 
their bitterness or helplessness to scale the socioeconomic ladder. 
But he seems emblematic of little besides spasticity and mental 
retardation. 

That said, Career Girls is hard not to treasure. I wasn't crying 
at the end, the way some in the audience were, but I wasn't eager 
for the credits to roll. Leigh gives his actors the space they need 
to establish a character's rhythms, and the results are like a richer 
kind of oxygen. I suspect he works the way he does-and his 
films are such a mishmash-because his world view is happily 
compromised. A Marxist, he can't suppress his sympathy for 
those who look for meaning in the material world, in backyard 
barbecues and cars and fax machines. Class might be central, but 



it isn't destiny. And yuppies are too ripe for satire to be branded 
as evil. The only thing that's certain is that when actors are given 
their heads, they have a whale of a time, and the audience does 
too. The rest is open-ended. 

Which is the opposite in every way of In the Company of 
Men, a dazzling, repellent exercise in which the case against men 
is closed before it's opened. A handsome junior executive, Chad 
(Aaron Eckhart), proposes to a nerdy superior, Howard (Matt 
Malloy), that as a means of exacting revenge on all the females 
who've ever hurt them, they both pursue and then dump the same 
woman-for the fun of it. So there's no chance you'll think that 
the film is genuinely misogynist, the writer-director, Neil LaBute, 
makes the object of their scheme not a trashy bitch but a shy, 
good, hauntingly lovely woman (Christine, played by Stacy 
Edwards) who also happens to be deaf. The boys might as well be 
torturing a puppy. 

The film, which has been widely acclaimed, is immaculately 
of a piece, even if that piece is Carnal Knowledge by way of 
David Mamet. Chad speaks in rat-tat-tat cliches, and has no 
trouble smooth-talking the girl into bed. Meanwhile, he does what 
he can to stir up paranoia in his "buddy." As in Career Girls, 
scenes are reduced to a single shot, a single tableau, but LaBute's 
compositions are rigid and airless: they call attention to their own 
wit, and to the fact that the characters' destinies are fixed. As it 
turns out, In the Company of Men is only tangentially about 
woman-hating; it's actually about male corporate culture, in 
which the players find it endlessly exciting to screw one another. 
But that won't stop some women from fearing that this, at 
bottom, is what all guys are like. 

Look, ladies: One of these men is a sociopath and the other, a 
spineless dweeb. Most men don't have the sophistication to hurt 
women for sport. They do it because they're selfish creeps. And 
the angel at the center of the movie is hardly representative, 
either. (Katrin Cartlidge's Hannah could make quick work of both 
these losers.) Of course, there is a certain kind of male who might 
enjoy In the Company of Men: Someone who likes to watch 
people victimized while feeling morally superior to the 
victimizers. Friends of mine, especially women, found sitting 
through the film akin to being smeared with excrement. It worries 
me that before I thought too hard about it, I was having a pretty 
good time. 

October Films promotes Career Girls 
(www.octoberfilms.com/career/fnnstory.html). In a 1996 
interview with Salon, Mike Leigh talks about independent 
filmmaking and realism. stating, "I make very stylistic films 
indeed, but style doesn't become a substitute for truth and 
reality. It's an integral, organic part of the whole thing" 
(www.salon1999.comlweekly/interview960916.html). 
CyberLinc's interview with Leigh is less interesting, the fault of 
tired questions like "Do you feel that your religion has any 
effect on your work" 
(www.filmmag.com/communitylcyberlinclinterviews/leigh7q.ht 
ml)? For a Leigh filmography, tum to the Internet Movie 
Database (us. irndb .com/M/person-exact?Leigh. %20Mike). 
SLATE reviews last year's Secrets & Lies 
(www.slate.com/MovieReviewI96-09-23/MovieReview.asp). In 
the Company of Men's Web site is disarmingly congenial, 
featuring pleasing icons, an interview with Neil LaBute (who 
says that his "model for the screenplay was restoration' 

comedy"), and several movie clips 
(www.spe.sony.com/Pictures/SonyClassics/men/). 

David Edelstein writes about movies for SLATE. 

JAZZ 

Blood on the Fields 
By Wynton Marsalis 

SLATE 

Performed by Wynton Marsalis & the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra 
Columbia Records; 3 CDs; $34.98 

Skies of America 
By Ornette Coleman 
Performed at Lincoln Center, New York City, July 9,1997, with 
Prime Time and the New York Philharmonic 

The Americanists 
Wynton Marsalis and Ornette Coleman. 

By Paul Berman 

W ynton Marsalis' enormous composition for jazz band, 
Blood on the Fields, nearly three hours long, won an 

unprecedented Pulitzer Prize for music this year-unprecedented 
because Pulitzer Prizes have, until now, never made the leap from 
the world of classical music to the world of jazz. (See the sidebar 
at the end of this article.) I have not heard Marsalis' piece 
performed live, but Columbia Records has just issued a 3-CD 
recording by the composer and his Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra, 
with program notes by Stanley Crouch, encased in a well
designed box featuring a bloodstained stars and bars. And I can 
see that Blood on the Fields belongs to a particular American 
musical genre that has always made a special point of leaping 
from world to world, stylistically speaking. The genre consists of 
full-length meditations on the meaning of America-a music that 
got its start, I suppose, with Charles Ives' turn-of-the-century 
leapings from symphony orchestra to Fourth of July brass bands 
and back again. 

The most famous composition on such a theme is doubtless 
Aaron Copland's Lincoln Portrait, which goes leaping from 
classical music all the way to Civil War political oratory-though 
a better example might be the same composer's Third Symphony, 
with its "Fanfare for the Common Man." The title of that fanfare 
conveys all by itself the idea of incongruous democratic 
juxtapositions. But this kind of musical meditation has never 
been confined to conventionally classical composers like Ives and 
Copland. Last month Kurt Masur and the New York 
Philharmonic performed a 90-minute composition from 1972 by 
Omette Coleman, his Skies of America, featuring Coleman 
himself and his jazz octet, Prime Time. Plainly, this piece 
likewise belongs in the national genre-and wants you to know it, 
too. 

. The Philharmonic's Coleman program opened by nodding to 
Aaron Copland with a performance of the "Fanfare." Next came a 
recitation, by the actor Reggie Montgomery, of a hellfire passage 
from the writings of the Puritan divine Jonathan Edwards, 
followed by excerpts from Walt Whitman, Langston Hughes, 
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Allen Ginsberg, Joy Harjo, and a few other personalities in the 
populist mode. And only then did Skies of America get underway, 
with the Skies in question consisting of antiphonic passages for 
jazz musicians and symphony orchestra, leaping back and forth in 
fraternal alternation except for the occasional head-on collision, 
as if in a further nod to Charles Ives. 

I loved those head-on collisions. But the leaping back and 
forth proved, on balance, to be less than flattering to the world of 
jazz. Coleman raced up and down chromatically unusual scales 
on his pallid white alto saxophone, and the members of his octet 
produced a mad tumble of sixteenth notes, and for some reason 
the group chose to pour all those whirling figures into 
microphones and electronic pickups, which duly reduced every 
last sound to a mousy gray. The Philharmonic, by contrast, played 
in full, unamplified technicolor. 

The alternating sections didn't exactly lead anywhere, but 
what Coleman meant to express was easy enough to infer. Aaron 
Copland's national idea, back in the time of the Lincoln Portrait 
and the Third Symphony, was a combination of democratic 
grandeur and World War II bombast-a musical equivalent, say, 
to the poetry of Carl Sandburg. But Ornette Coleman's idea in 
Skies of America was a combination of transcendental ecstasy and 
sardonic alienation, together with a spirit of excess-a musical 
equivalent to the 1970s-era poetry of Allen Ginsberg, except 
without Ginsberg's amusing lightness. 

Wynton Marsalis' national idea in Blood on the Fields is 
something else entirely-an idea of democratic patriotism in a 
bitter mode, dominated by a deep resentment of American 
slavery. The CD box describes this work as a jazz opera, though it 
is actually an oratorio, containing song and chanted recitative, 
with the words as well as the music written by Marsalis himself. 
The words tell a tale of slavery under democracy's star-a story 
of the Middle Passage from Africa, the horrors of the auction, 
plantation misery and joys, and the dream of freedom. The 
historical themes are grave, and I'm afraid the gravity 
overwhelms everything else, so that you find yoursel(pensively 
trying to imagine the life of a slave, as prompted by the 
sometimes pedantic lyrics, with the music bouncing along in the 
background. 

Musically, Blood on the Fields is entirely jazz, and its 
compositional ideas and the performance remind us of why 
Marsalis, in his young days in the 1980s, set out to overthrow the 
likes ofOrnette Coleman. Mousy gray is not a timbre you hear 
from Marsalis' Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra. The musicians 
play with the broad range of burnished colors that you expect 
from classical performances (and oUght to expect from jazz). 
Marsalis, as a composer, is a descendant of Duke Ellington
attracted, as Ellington was, to the folk styles that went into jazz, 
the blues especially, but also to several kinds of boogie, 
hoedown, hymn, shuffle, and work song, one of which, 
"Plantation Coffle March," echoes ever so slightly, no doubt 
unwittingly, the iambic tetrameters of the second section of 
Coleman's Skies of America. 

Ellington was indirect and sultry, though, and Marsalis tends 
to be earnest and cerebral. He scores for a big band as if writing 
for an expanded bebop quintet. The exotic brass-and-saxophone 
hues that, in Ellington arrangements, create rhythms of their own, 
are mostly reduced to fleeting omaments in Marsalis' 
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composition. And the effect becomes a little wearing, after a 
while. 

Still, the historical and musical themes mesh well enough in 
several sections of Blood on the Fields-in the title song, for 
instance, with its trumpets and trombones calling out rhythms in a 
wonderfully inventive, mambo-influenced style. Technical 
virtuosity surrounds Marsalis like a halo. If only, in the future, he 
were to deepen his harmonic scoring; if only he would leave aside 
the didactic impulse in his social and historical thinking; if only 
he would search out the sensual dimensions of his own music
what this man couldn't accomplish! That is asking a lot, though. 
Blood on the Fields counts, in any case, as a distinct contribution 
to the genre of national musical meditations-less adventurous 
than Ornette Coleman's Skies of America, but more lucid. Less 
grand and imaginative than Aaron Copland's Third Symphony
but also less bombastic, and more appreciative of America as 
tragedy. 

. Sidebar 

Except for a time in 1976, when Scott Joplin won a Pulitzer. 
Joplin, however, was dead, and ragtime isn't jazz. 

The Blood on the Fields promo site lacks audio clips, but you 
can read Stanley Crouch's liner notes and a biography of 
Marsalis 
(www.music.sony.com/Music/ArtistinfolWyntonMarsalisl). PBS 
station ThirteenlWNET presents 1995's Marsalis on Music, an 
ersatz Music 101 (www.wnet.org/moml). Jazz at Lincoln 
Center keeps you abreast of upcoming concerts 
(www.jazzatlincolncenter.org/). There's an Ornette Coleman 
bio at www.eyeneer.com/JazzlOrnette/index.html. and a brief 
page on Skies of America 
(www.harmolodic.com/html/civilization_skie.htm).Asite called 
Robert's Jazz Corner"serves up an Ornette Coleman Short 
Discography (www.rojac.co.aUornette/disco) and a 
reproduction of "The Controversial Mr. Coleman: from the 
Nov. 1959 issue of Down Beat 
(www.rojac.co.aUcontroversial.html). (Part of the text reads: 
"One of the most talked-about young musicians in jazz today is 
Ornette Coleman, who plays a white plastic alto saxophone 
with a tone one critic says 'can only be described as weird.' ") 

Paul Berman is a regular contributor to SLATE. 

WEB SITES 

Between Erotica and a Hard Place 

Nerve splits the difference between romance and 
lust. 

By Sean Elder 

I recently heard that there are 10,000 pornography sites on the 
Web. Sex is one of the few things people are consistently 

willing to pay for online (sports and stocks are among the others), 
and there are obvious reasons for this-say, privacy and 
convenience. You maybe able to find the same stuff as what's 
online at any decently stocked porn shop, but to do so you have to 



go to that neighborhood, physically enter that store, and then 
worry about what the clerk thinks of your interest in dominant 
transvestites. Browsing at home, it's just you and your modem, 
and using the mouse only takes one hand. 

The recently launched "literate smut" Webzine Nerve might 
be Sex Site No. 10,001, but don't call it porno 
(www.Nervemag.com). In a letter to the readers, the site's 
twentysomething editors declare, "Nerve intends to be more 
graphic, forthright, and topical than 'erotica,' but less 
blockheadedly masculine than 'pornography.' " If pornography 
encompasses all those hot 'n' hunky sites out ther~, and erotica is 
that safe and boring territory of romance novels and scented 
candles, then Nerve wants it both ways: rough sex and soft 
lighting, meaningful talk and meaningless orgasm. 

You wonder why no one has ever tried this before. Go to 
Yahoo! and type in "literature & sex," and you get sites such as 
Madeline's Sex Offerings (www.madeline-sex.comJ), which 
contains articles such as "Some Philosophical Thoughts on 
Giving Head," by Madeline herself (www.madeline
sex.comlmeslgiving-head.html). And this is the high end. More 
typical are sites such as Pussy Vision and Blow Job of the Day. 
Search for "erotica" (thousands of matches) and get sites such as 
Yellow Silk, the online version of the Berkeley-basedjoumal the 
Vtne Reader called a "tasteful celebration of the sensuality of 
every day life" (www.dc.enews.comlmagazineslyellow_silk/). Or 
the Web site of Mary Anne Mohanraj, whose most recent book, 
Torn Shapes of Desire, is touted as "eminently literary, well
written and tasteful" (there's that word again) 
(www.iam.comltsd/). 

The editors of Nerve feel no need to be tasteful, God bless 
'em. What you fmd here are actual writers holding forth on 
subjects near and dear to their hearts, and other organs; writing 
that generally seems to know the difference between the precious 
and the precise. And they do it without sacrificing lust and the 
promise of sexual possibility. As Ruth Shalit says in her review of 
two books about predator women (Candace Bushnel' s Sex and 
the City and Anka Radakovich's Sexplorations), "When staging a 
literary revolution, it never hurts to be sans-culottes" 
(www.nervemag.comlShaliticity/index.htrnl). 

In its architecture, Nerve is not especially revolutionary: There 
are seven distinct sections within the site, each with its de rigueur 
icon in the margin (www.nervemag.comlfront.htrnl). In "Smut 
Cut," the reviews section, you will fmd pieces like Shalit's; 
"Roles" features essays on sex, gender, and relationships; 
"Pedantry" presents pieces by public figures such as former 
Surgeon General Dr. Joycelyn Elders on favorite subjects (take a 
guess); "Ex Libris" comprises "favorite erotic passages from our 
writers' libraries"; "Skin" is photos of flesh; "Threads" is 
occasionally interactive erotic fiction; and "The Bar" is a yet-to
be-launched chat area. Nerve wants to provide something for 
everybody: there's homeless sex, prison sex-there's even 
Nonnan Mailer, who says in a 17-year-old interview (published 
here simply because it's Mailer) that he draws the line at child 
porn (www.nervemag.comlMailer/ethicsiindex.html). (Everyone 
has his limits.) Though the author of Advertisements for Myself 
has always liked his sex the way a schoolboy likes his pie--any 
way he can get it-he was never the hippest cat in the pack 
(witness "The White Negro," his attempt to grapple with the 
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Beats, which proved the adage that those who had to ask what hip 
was, weren't). In the interview, Mailer recalls reading a line from 
William S. Burroughs in 1959 that flat out cleaned his clock: "I 
see God in my asshole in the flashbulb of orgasm." 

"I remember reading it and thinking, I can't believe Ijust read 
those words," recalls Mailer. "I can't tell you the number of 
taboos it violated. First of all, you weren't supposed to connect 
God with sex. Second of all, you never spoke of the asshole, 
certainly not in relation to sex. If you did, you were the lowest 
form of pervert. Third of all, there was obvious homosexuality in 
the remark. In those days nobody was accustomed to seeing that 
in print. And fourth, there was an ugly technological edge-
why'd he have to bring in flashbulbs?" 

While Nerve hasn't violated many taboos yet, the site does 
betray some expectations. "Skin," the photography area, is 
doubtless heavily trafficked:The pictures are quick to 
download-Nerve is very user friendly: good navigation, great 
design, and an intelligent use of icons. Some images, like Richard 
Kern's New York Girls, are as soft-porn as a Playboy calendar. 
But Greg Friedler's black-and-white photos from his book Naked 
New York are slightly disturbing: New Yorkers (who answered an 
ad in the Village Voice) are photographed twice--clothed and 
naked-and the pictures juxtaposed side by side, before-and-after 
fashion (www.nervemag.comlFriedler/index.html). Their change 
of expression (or lack thereof) is itself a comment on the meaning 
of nakedness--many appear more defensive unclothed, as if to 
counteract any vulnerability-and the effect is almost anti-erotic. 

Equally un-arousing are Barbara Nitke's pictures from the 
sets of porno films, where she worked as a still photographer 
(www.nervemag.com/Nitkelecstasy/index.htrnl). There is a sad, 
Felliniesque quality to these images: bored and exhausted women 
lying on a king-size bed, surrounded by dildos of towering 
dimensions; an actress being eaten out while the director casually 
talks to her about the scene. "Once I got focused on their 
underlying sadness," says Nitke of her subjects, "it was all I 
would see for years." 

So far, Nerve has avoided most sentimental, you-gotta-have
heart reminders that people need more than just sex. The attitude 
seems more carnivorous and unapologetic: We need sex, let's 
indulge, and save talk about those other important things for 
Nightline. True, there are lapses. Fiona Giles, editor of a book 
called Dickfor a Day: What Would You Do !fYou Had One? 
(surprise! most women would have sex with themselves), has a 
moment of sadness when, having gone dickless for months, she 
finds herself "walking down the street, thinking I should ask 
someone for a hug" 
(www.nervemag.comlGilesidicklovelindex.html). Barbara Nitke 
also recalls a porn star saying all he wanted was a hug. (The 
moral: Whether getting laid consistently or not, people need 
hugs.) For the most part, though, Nerve is a hug-free zone. 

It will be interesting to see if Nerve can keep it up. The . 
editors seem to know good writing when they see it: Novelist 
John Hawkes makes an unexpected appearance with a new 
introduction to The Passion Artist, and transsexual Poppy Z. Brite 
has a touching fantasy of John Lennon and Paul McCartney 
holding more than each other's hands 
(www.nervemag.comlBritelwouldiindex.html). (Co-editor of 
Nerve Genevieve Field was executive editor of MTV Books--
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words that, linked together, look about as strange to my eyes as 
"God" and "asshole" did to Norman Mailer's.) "Piss Christ" 
creator Andres Serrano is to be featured in "Skin" soon, so we 
know Jesse Helms will be bookmarking this page. And if the 
editors are ever tempted to take themselves too seriously, they can 
always refer to Lisa Carver's hilarious essay on the differences 
between "sensualists" and "sexualists"-those who like talking 
about it and those who like doing it 
(www.nervemag.com/Carver/sensualists/index.html). "Sensualists 
have sex without orgasm on purpose," she writes of all those 
candle-loving, body-oil-bearing himbos. "They call it tantric sex. 
I'd call it a bad date." 

Sean Elder is the editor of Total New York (www.totalny.com). 

POEM 

You can hear the poet read this poem at www.slate.com. 

The Favored 
By David Rivard 

In the dream that repeats as certain 
as dusk you walk with me 
again as it happens strolling by 

yards of quiet or clamoring families. 
Affable street, & nothing accidental 
here, so it makes sense 

I like the people we pass by thinking 
the sunglasses I wear 
mean me a blind man. 

Always you grip a white second-hand paperback. 
I can almost smell the spine's 
cracked glue as you read 

aloud. Pulp-
narrated by a foolish minor princeling 
or gypsy tinker, his eyes aquamarine, 

squinting through venetian shades into 
the bedroom of a scullery maid/dominatrix/police detective 
who offers to straddle 

the plantation master/diplomat/dope dealer's head 
as he lies there on the floor, 
the enticements of her taffeta, spandex, musk, 

and blondness 
quite clear, & ifhe submits-one 
can only hop~he will, later, pray 

to be part of the various 
silver-green mosses & tendrils hanging from branches 
over-hanging a river. In, the dream we seem 

the same man & woman who 
each day step-out onto our porch. 
Ourselves. Meat & potato-eaters, 

but favored. We are ordinary, 
glad 
someone dares to tell our story. 

David Rivard is the author of Wise Poison. 
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ARMS Email System Page 1 of 1 

RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: Cynthia A. Rice ( CN;Cynthia A. Rice/OU;OPD/O;EOP [ OPD 1 ) 

CREATION DATE/TIME:11-AUG-1997 11:50:44.00 

SUBJECT: Elena -- Sending Q&As to press office 

TO: Elena Kagan ( CN;Elena Kagan/OU;OPD/O;EOP @ EOP [ OPD 1 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TEXT.: 
Elena --- Just fyi -- I didn't send the Q&As to the press office before 
you reviewed them. 
Christa has asked if she could show a draft to one person there to see if 
they had any additional questions they wanted answers to ..... so in my 
email I was telling Christa that this was a draft she could do that 
with .... but if you'd rather I didn't do that even, then I will refrain in 
the future. 
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RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: Christopher C. Jennings ( CN=Christopher C. Jennings/OU=OPD/O=EOP [ OPD ] ) 

CREATION DATE/TIME:11-AUG-1997 00:05:07.00 

SUBJECT: processes memo 

TO: Elena Kagan ( CN=Elena Kagan/OU=OPD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD ] ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

CC: Laura Emmett ( CN=Laura Emmett/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] ) 
READ: UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
==================== ATTACHMENT 1 ==================== 
ATT CREATION TIME/DATE: 0 00:00:00.00 

TEXT: 
Unable to convert ARMS_EXT: [ATTACH.D31]MAIL412423224.216 to ASCII, 

The following is a HEX DUMP: 

FF57S0430AOS0000010A020100000002050000006C2B000000020000F19517AA211B78F054AC82 
96F3A54EF7AFFOD47E124486E8F02131A17576C1FD47BC5571071887D9C3346C5AB4BBA9DC7147 
A60CS9CE4213E2B9B4173875D777C782ABC9F3E8CE9E2A7D44367F718FD96F19833D16SD738DFD 
73FF70491194B8C32C767A06F3A52C1ESD943FC071BF99S4S81EC7C3753142DED5771FE8FBF259 
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HEALTH CARE AGENDA 
8-10-97 

Implementation of the Children's Health Initiative. 

Automated Records Management System 

Hex-Dump Conversion 

• Work with HHS, OMB, and First Lady's office to ensure effective implementation of 
children's health initiative. Work with Governors, private, and advocacy organizations to 
highlight this initiative and opportunities to cover uninsured children. (e.g., reaching out 
to the three million children who are eligible but not enrolled in Medicaid). 

• Design events with the President, First Lady, Secretary Shalala and others to highlight and 
ensure positive implementation of this initiative. 

Implementation of Medicare Reforms in the Balanced Budget. 
• Work with HHS/HCFA to ensure smooth implementation of the most comprehensive 

Medicare reforms in the program's history. 
• Work to assure that agency particularly focuses on the new choices and benefits that will 

be available to beneficiaries, making it a much more market-driven and 
beneficiary-friendly program. 

Medicare Commission. 
• Work with NEC, OMB, HHS, Treasury, Labor and others to make recommendations 

about the membership and agenda of the commission. Appointments must be made no 
later than December 1, 1997. Begin to consider feasible long-term reforms for the 
program. 

Consumer Protections, Quality, and Privacy. 
• Continue to work with HHS, Labor and OMB to secure an Administration-wide 

consensus of the type of Federal consumer protections that we support. Work to develop 
a constructive collaboration between the Administration, your Quality Commission (their 
consumer protections' recommendations are due out in October), and the numerous 
Members on the Hill (particularly Jeffords, Frist, and Kennedy) who have a keen 
legislative interest in this area. 

• Work with HHS to finalize their statutorily-mandated report on privacy protections and 
develop Administration-wide positions on each of these controversial and complicated 
Issue. Consider whether fold genetic screening legislation into any more comprehensive 
privacy initiative. 

Genetic Discrimination Legislation. 
• Develop legislative strategy to pass legislation introduced earlier this summer to prevent 

health plans from discriminating on the basis of genetic information. 
• Work with the Labor Department to introduce legislation that prevents employers from 

discriminating on the basis of genetic discrimination. 



,. 

Tobacco Settlement. 

I. utomated Records Management System 

Hex-Dump Conversion 

• Detennine best health investments for potential revenue from tobacco settlement. 

FDA Reform. 
• Work with FDA and others at HHS to pass comprehensive FDA refonn this fall 

Pediatric Labeling Implementation. 
• Work with FDA to implement the new regulation being announced this week which 

requires drug manufacturers to do studies specifically on the pediatric population. 

Fraud and Abuse in Medicare and Medicaid 
• Push HHS/HCFA to more forcefully and comprehensively take timely administrative and 

legal action to reduce the overbilling and other fraudulent activity in Medicare. 
• Announce new strong actions against home health agencies and other Medicare providers 

suspected of defrauding Medicare and Medicaid. 

21st Century Trust Fund 
• Continue discussions with NIH, OMB and others as to how best to finance and structure 

21st Century Trust Fund to improve biomedical research.' 

Race and Health. 
• Continue working with HHS to develop an agenda to remedy the inequities between 

health status of different races. Prepare for Presidential announcement in September on 
new set of initiatives to begin to eliminate this disparity. 

Voluntary Purchasing Cooperatives. 
• Pass legislation to develop voluntary purchasing cooperatives to help small businesses 

have access to more affordable health insurance. 


