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RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NCTES MAIL}

CREATOR: Kevin S. Moran ( CN=Kevin S. Moran/OU=WHO/Q=EOP [ WHO ] )
CREATION DATE/TIME:24-SEP-1998 13:18:35.00

SUBJECT: Graham Request

TO: Elena Kagan ( CN=Elena Kagan/OU=OPD/Q=EOP @ EOP [ OPD ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

CC: Laura Emmett ( CN=Laura Emmett/QU=WHO/Q=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TEXT:
Thanks again for helping me get an answer to Graham's letter. In case you
don't have it, here is the part of the letter that I need your help on:

"...As you know, in August 1997, the State of Florida settled a lawsuite
with the tobacco industry for over eleven billion dollars. Governor
Chiles has begun to use these funds to implement anti-tobacce programs and
to fund the largest children's health insurance expansion in the State's
history. Unfortunately, by laying claim to settlement funds as federal
Medicaid dollars, the Health Care Financing Administration threatens to
scuttle Governor Chiles' initiatives and leave hundreds of thousands of
Florida's children uninsured. It is my hope that with the
Administration's support, we can clarify legislatively that settlement
funds belong to the settling state, not to the federal government. In
fact, the National Governors Association ranks this issue as its top
priority for the remainder of the session. I would very much appreciate
the opportunity to work together with you to solve this critical problem.

Again, if at all possible, I'd love to get this by 3pm.
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RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOTES MAIL)

CREATOR: Jeffrey A. Shesol ( CN=Jeffrey A. Shesol/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )
CREATION DATE/TIME:24-SEP-1998 13:04:53.00

SUBJECT: Radio Address -- draft 9/24 1ipm

TO: Stacie Spector ( CN=Stacie Spector/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
RELAD : UNKNOWN

TO: Sarah A. Bianchi ( CN=Sarah A. Bianchi/QU=0PD/0O=ECP @ EOP [ OPD ] }
READ ; UNKNOWN

TO: Elena Kagan ( CN=Elena Kagan/OU:OPD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Ann F. Lewis ( CN=Ann F. Lewis/QU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP { WHO ] )}
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: RICCI_LE@A1@CD@VAXGTWY { RICCI_LOA1@CD@VAXGTWY @ VAXGTWY [ UNKNOWN ] ) (OMB)
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Laura Emmett ( CN=Laura Emmett/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO 1 )}
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Christopher C. Jennings ( CN=Christopher C. Jennings/OU=OPD/O=ECP @ EOP [ OPD }
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Ruby Shamir ( CN=Ruby Shamir/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
_READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Michelle Crisci ( CN=Michelle Crisci/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ ECP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TEXT:

Comments to Jeff Shesol (6-2796) ASAP. Thanks.====s================ ATTACHMENT 1 =
ATT CREATION TIME/DATE: 0 060:00:00.00

TEXT:

Unable to convert ARMS_EXT: [ATTACH.D83]MAIL40920766%Z.226 to ASCII,
The following is a HEX DUMP:

FF57504370040000010A02010000000205000000DF160000000200004C09F9E96B1E958C67180A
BC76EAS8E3AQ012F8A826DBA112AASE7874AE90FC8CD7CE310238DC39AA740D4AFS5A0ESC1ACDB66
42E9846F49251DF680429A0993897EEQ021ARD25F858EFB94AE402078167550BA078ECA6F68782



Draft 09/24/98 1:00pm
Jeff Shesol

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
RADIO ADDRESS ON CANCER
SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA
September 26, 1998

Good morning. Cancer, as everyone knows, is the cruelest of fates; and it strikes nearly
every family. It struck mine, and I lost my mother to this devastating disease. Stories like these
are the reason why thousands of Americans are coming together today, on the National Mall in
Washington, DC, with one, common purpose: to focus our nation’s attention on cancer.
Gathering today are patients and survivors; families and friends; doctors and Americans from all
walks of life. The Vice President, who has long helped lead the charge in the struggle against
cancer, will join their ranks, and will speak about the specific steps we are taking to win that

fight.

This morning, [ want to talk to you about our overall vision of cancer care and research as
we approach the 21st century. This is a time of striking progress, of stunning breakthroughs.
With unyielding speed, scientists are mapping the very blueprint of human life, and expectations
of the Human Genome Project are being exceeded by the day. We are closing in on the genetic
causes of breast cancer, colon cancer and prostate cancer. New tools for screening and diagnosis
are rewriting patients’ medical histories, returning to many the promise of a long and healthy life.

It'is no wonder the scientists say we are turning the corner in the fight against cancer.

Six years ago, when I committed my administration to help conquer this terrible disease, [
knew there was much to be done. Since then, we have helped cancer patients to keep coverage
when they change jobs. We have accelerated the approval of experimental cancer drugs, and are
working to make them easier for patients to access. We have dramatically increased funding for
cancer research, and, as part of our balanced budget, strengthened Medicare to make the
screening, prevention and detection of cancer more available and more affordable.

Still, we know that we must build on our progress and never stop searching for the best
means of prevention, the most accurate diagnostic tools, the most effective and humane
treatments -- and, someday soon, a cure. To that end, there are four steps we must take.

First, I am issuing a challenge to the scientific community: to develop, by the year 2000,
new diagnostic techniques for every kind of cancer. As we unravel the secrets of the human
genome, we must apply that knowledge to the detection of disease. Second, to facilitate new
and better treatments, we must enroll more cancer patients in cutting-edge clinical trials. That is
why we have expanded Medicare to cover the fair costs of those trials for older Americans who
need them most; and that is why I am directing the National Cancer Institute to develop a
national network on clinical trials -- a simple, accessible resource for doctors and patients across
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the nation. Third, we must remember that a doctor has no greater resource than the patients
themselves. My administration is committed to having cancer patients fully involved -- not only
in helping shape their own treatment, but in setting research priorities. I am, therefore, directing
the NCI to fully integrate patients and advocates into the policy process and to give due attention
to their unique and critical perspective on the disease. Finally, Congress must pass a Patients’
Bill of Rights, one that ensures privacy, access to specialists and the continuity of care not just to
cancer patients but to all Americans.

New technological tools; new networks of information; new research priorities: all are
part of our overall approach to health care that puts the patient first. On this day, as Americans
renew our national fight against cancer, we do well to remember that we are doing more than
curing a disease. We are curing the ills that disease may cause -- the stigmas, the myths, the
barriers to quality care. The concerned citizens on the Mall today show that we are overcoming
those barriers, one by one, and at the same time building a stronger and healthier America.

Thank you for listening.
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RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOTES MAIL)

CREATOR: Andrea Kane ( CN=Andrea Kane/OU=0PD/O=EQOP [ OPD ] )

CREATION DATE/TIME:24-SEP-1998 09:57:44.00

SUBJECT: Re: What new CPS numbers tell us about employment of welfare recipients

TO: Laura Emmett { CN=Laura Emmett/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Cynthia A. Rice ( CN=Cynthia A. Rice/OU=OPD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Elena Kagan ( CN=Elena Kagan/OU=0PD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD ] )}
READ : UNKNOWN

TEXT:
meant to reply to all

Andrea Kane
09/24/98 09:55:48 AM

Record Type: Record

To: Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EOP

cc:

Subject: Re: What new CPS numbers tell us about employment of

welfare recipients

Yes, there's a 28% increase form 3/96 to 3/98 using the new series, but
unfortunately, that's no better than the one-year increase from 3/97 to
3/97 using the o0ld series -- that we already announced in early August.
We don't yet have the updated number this translates into -- HHS is still
working on applying the new % of prior year welfare recipients working to
an udpated caseload number. I think they are close, but I suspect it will
be smaller rather than larger than the 1.7 since the base of people the p
ercentage applies to has gone done due tc caseload declines.

I think the best point to make, if asked, is:

"Since the President took office, the percentage of people who were on
welfare in one year and working the following year increased by nearly 60
percent {from 21.5% in 3/93 to 33.8% in 3/98). And, these strong gains
continue even while welfare caseloads continue their historic declines."

cynthia and I both think it would be best to use this number ONLY if
asked, i.e. we can do a Q&A for Gene. It would be tough to work it into
NEC's public paper, which is already done {(attached below). We're afraid
this would get buried in all the other good news and it would be better to
save this for a separate event. Do you agree?

—mmmom=somm=scs===== ATTACHMENT 1l ==========c=========
ATT CREATION TIME/DATE: 0 00:00:00.00



ARMS Email System Page 2 of 2

TEXT:

Unable to convert ARMS_EXT: [ATTACH.D40)MAIL42084566Y.226 to ASCII,
The following is a HEX DUMP:

FF57504395520100010A0201000000020500000097720100000200000ECA02D33D4B4E93CD570F
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KEY FACTS on CENSUS INCOME AND POVERTY REPORT
September 24, 1998

TODAY, THE CENSUS BUREAU RELEASED THEIR ANNUAL REPORT ON INCOME AND
POVERTY IN AMERICA FOR 1997. HERE ARE SOME OF THE RESULTS:

Broad-Based Income Gains:

. Typical Household Income Up 1.9 Percent in 1997. Income for the median household -
‘ rose $699, from $36,306 in 1996 to $37,005 in 1997, adjusted for inflation.

. Typical Family Income Up $3,517 Since 1993.  Another measure of income -- family
income, which excludes single individuals and counts only related members in any
household -- shows a similar trend.  Last year, the median family’s income, adjusted for
inflation, increased 3.0 percent (or $1,297) -- the fourth consecutive annual rise. ~ Since
President Clinton’s Economic Plan passed in 1993, median family income has increased
from $41,051 in 1993 to $44,568 in 1997 -- that’s a $3,517 increase in income, adjusted
for inflaton.  From 1988 to 1992, median family income fe// $1,835, adjusted for
inflation.

. Under President Clinton, The Typical African-American Household's Income Is Up $3,354. The
median income of African-American households rose 4.3 percent (or $1,029) last year.. And
since 1993, the median income of African-American households has increased from $21,696
to $25,050 -- that's $3,354 or a 15-percent increase, adjusted for inflation, between 1993 and
1997.

. Income of Typical Hispanic Household Up $2,553 in Past Two Years. In 1997, the
income of the median Hispanic household, adjusted for inflation, increased from $25,477
in 1996 to $26,628 in 1997 -- that’s an increase of $1,151 or 4.5 percent. Qver the past
two years, the income of the typical Hispanic household has risen $2,553 -- or nearly 11
percent -- the largest two-year increase in Hispanic income on record. ‘

. After Rising Sharply for 20 Years, Inequality Has Stabilized.  After rising for nearly 20
years, income inequality has not changed significantly over the past four years.  Since
1993, every income group -- from the most well-off to the poorest -- experienced a real
increase in their income. '

. Earnings for Typical Workers Up. Last year, the earnings of the median full-time,
year-round male rose 2.4 percent, from $32,882 in 1996 to $33,674 in 1997 and the
earnings of the median full-time, year-round female rose 3.0 percent, from $24,254 in
1996 to $24,973 in 1997. This means that the female-to-male ratio remained at 74
percent -- its all-time high.
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Reductions in Poverty:

Poverty Rate Fell To 13.3 Percent in 1997 -- Down from 15.1 Percent in 1993, 1n 1997, the
poverty rate dropped to 13.3 percent from 13.7 percent the year before. Since President
Clinton signed his Economic Plan into law, the poverty rate has declined from 15.1 percent in
1993 to 13.3 percent last year, That means that there are 3.7 million fewer people in poverty
today than in 1993.  (In 1997, the poverty threshold was $16,400 for a family of four.)

The African-American Poverty Rate Down To Its Lowest Level on Record.  While the
African-American poverty rate is still far above the poverty rate for whites, it declined
from 28.4 percent in 1996 to 26.5 percent in 1997 -- that’s its lowest level recorded since
data were first collected in 1959.  Since 1993, the African-American poverty rate has
dropped from 33.1 percent to 26.5 percent -- that’s the largest four-year drop in
African-American poverty in more than a quarter century (1967-1971).

Last Year, Largest Hispanic Poverty Drop In Two Decades. Last year, the Hispanic
poverty rate dropped from 29.4 percent to 27.1 percent -- that’s the largest one-year drop
in Hispanic poverty since 1978. While there is still more work to do, since President
Clinton took office, Hispanic poverty has dropped from 30.6 percent to 27.1 percent.

Under President Clinton, Largest Four-Year Drop in Child Poverty Since 1960s. While the
child poverty rate remains high, in 1997, it declined from 20.5 percent to 19.9 percent.
Under President Clinton, the child poverty rate has declined from 22.7 percent to 19.9
percent -- that's the biggest four-year drop in nearly 30 years (1965-1969).

Elderly Poverty Rate As Low As It’s Ever Been. 1In 1997, the elderly po'verty rate dropped
to 10.5 percent, from 10.8 percent in 1996. The elderly poverty rate is now as low as it’s
ever been -- it was also 10.5 percent in 1995,

Child Poverty Among African-Americans Down To Lowest Level on Record. In 1997, the
African-American child poverty rate fell from 39.9 percent to 37.2 percent -- its lowest level on
record (data collected since 1959).  Since 1993, the child poverty rate among
African-Americans has dropped from 46.1 percent to 37.2 percent -- that’s the biggest
four-year drop on record.

Hispanic Child Poverty Dropped More Last Year Than Any Year on Record. 1n 1997, the
Hispanic child poverty rate dropped from 40.3 percent to 36.8 percent -- that’s the largest
one-year drop on record (data collected since 1976).  Since 1993, the child poverty rate
among Hispanics has declined from 40.9 percent to 36.8 percent.

4.3 Million People Lifted Out of Poverty By EITC -- Double The Number in 1993, 1n 1993,
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President Clinton expanded the Earned Income Tax Credit, providing a tax cut for
low-income working families. In 1997, the EITC lifted 4.3 million people out of poverty --
that’s double the number of people lifted out of poverty by the EITC in 1993. In 1997, the
EITC lifted 2.2 million children, 1.1 million African-Americans, and nearly 1.2 million
Hispanics out of poverty. ‘
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RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOTES MAIL)

CREATOR: Richard Socarides ( CN=Richard Socarides/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO ] )

CREATION DATE/TIME:24-SEP-1998 15:09:21.00

SUBJECT: Schobl Safety Conf.; Mtg to discuss selection of panel participants for ma

TO: Cynthia M. Jasso-Rotunno { CN=Cynthia M. Jasso-Rotunno/QU=WHO/O=ECP @ EOP [ WHO
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: gregory.king ( gregory.king @ usdoj.gov [ UNKNOWN ] )
READ ; UNKNOWN

TO: Shay.Bilchik ( Shay.Bilchik @ usdocj.gov @ inet [ UNKNOWN ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Julie green ( Julie green @ ed.gov @ inet [ UNKNOWN ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Sara_Strizzi ( Sara_Strizzi @ ed.gov @ inet [ UNKNOWN ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Bill_Modzeleski ( Bill_Modzeleski @ ed.gov @ inet [ UNKNOWN 1 )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Jackson T. Dunn ( CN=Jackson T. Dunn/OU=WHO/O=EQP @ EQP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Ansley Jones ( CN=Ansley Jones/0=0VP @ OVP [ UNKNOWN ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Cheryl M. Carter ( CN=Cheryl M. Carter/OU=WHC/O=EOP @ EQP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Victoria A. Lynch ( CN=Victoria A. Lynch/Oﬂ:WHO/O:EOP @ EQOP [ WHO 1 )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Maritza Rivera { CN=Maritza Rivera/OU=WHQ/O=EQP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Maureen T. Shea ( CN=Maureen T. Shea/QU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Richard Socarides ( CN=Richard Scocarides/QOU=WHO/O=EQP @ EQP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Deborah B. Mohile ( CN=Deborah B. Mohile/OU=WHO/O=EQOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: WOOLLEY B {( WOOLLEY B @ Al @ CD @ LNGTWY [ UNKNOWN ] )} (WHO)
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: MATSUI D ( MATSUI D @ Al @ CD @ LNGTIWY [ UNKNOWN ] } (WHO)
READ : UNKNOWN

TC: Joseph C. Fanaroff { CN=Joseph C. Fanaroff/OU=WHO/O=ECP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN '

TO: Janelle E. Erickson ( CN=Janelle E. Erickson/QU=WHO/C=ECP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
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READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Karen E. Skelton ( CN=Karen E. Skelton/COU=WHO/0=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Tanya E. Martin { CN=Tanya E. Martin/OU=0PD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Tracey E. Thornton ( CN=Tracey E. Thornton/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Leanne A. Shimabukuro ( CN=Leanne A. Shimabukuro/OU=OPD/QO=EQOP @ EOP [ OPD ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Andrew J. Mayock ( CN=Andrew J. Mayock/OU=WHO/O=ECP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Neera Tanden ( CN=Neera Tanden/OU=WHO/O=EQOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Jose Cerda III ( CN=Jcse Cerda III/OU=CPD/O=EOP @ EOP { OPD ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Bmy W. Tobe ( CN=Amy W. Tobe/OU=WHO/O=ECP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Jennifer M. Palmieri ( CN=Jennifer M. Palmieri/OU=WHO/O=EQOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Marsha Scott ( CN=Marsha Scott/OU=WHO/O=EQP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
RELAD : UNKNOWN

TO: Maria Echaveste ( CN=Maria Echaveste/QU=WHO/O=EOP @ EQP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

‘

TO: Stacie Spector ( CN=Stacie Spector/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN :

TO: Grace A. Garcia { CN=Grace A. Garcia/OU=PIR/O=EOP @ EOP [ PIR ] }
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Charles.a.simon ( Charles.a.simon @ usdoj.gov @ inet [ UNKNOWN ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Ricki.l.seidman ( Ricki.l.seidman @ usdoj.gov @ inet { UNKNOWN ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Ann_O'Leary {( Ann_O'Leary @ ed.gov @ inet [ UNKNOWN ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Kevin_sullivan ( Kevin sullivan @ ed.gov @ inet [ UNKNOWN ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: lisa.wetzl ( lisa.wetzl @ mail.va.gov [ UNKNOWN ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Kelley L. O'Dell ( CN=sKelley L. O'Dell/QU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP { WHO } )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Jocelyn Neis { CN=Jocelyn Neis/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
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READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Jena V. Roscoe ( CN=Jena V. Roscoe/OU=WHO/O=EQCP @ EOP [ WHO ] }
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: TIlia V. Velez ( CN=Ilia V. Velgz/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Tania I. Lopez ( CN=Tania I. Lopez/OU=WHO/O=EQP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Christine A. Stanek ( CN=Christine A. Stanek/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP { WHO ] )}
READ ;: UNKNOWN

TO: Sondra L. Seba ( CN=Sondra L. Seba/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EQP [ WHO 1 )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Robin Leeds ( CN=Robin Leeds/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ ECP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: JOHNSON R ( JOHNSON R @ Al @ CD @ LNGTWY [ UNKNOWN ] ) (WHO)
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Essence P. Washington '( CN=Essence P. Washington/QU=Q0PD/Q=ECP @ EOP [ OPD ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Mona G. Mchib ( CN=Mona G. Mohib/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] }
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Christa Robinscon ( CN=Christa Robinson/OU=0PD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Emory L. Mayfield ( CN=Emory L. Mayfield/OU=WHO/O=EQP @ ECOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Peter G. Jacoby ( CN=Peter G. Jacoby/OU=WHOQ/0=EQP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN :

TO: Trooper Sanders ( CN=Trooper Sanders/O=0OVP @ OVP | UNKNOWN ] )
READ : UNKNOWN C

TC: Jon P. Jennings ( CN=Jon P. Jennings/QU=WHO/O=EQP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Robin J. Bachman ( CN=Robin J. Bachman/OU=WHQ/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Michael Cohen ( CN=Michael Cohen/OU=0OPD/O=EQP @ EOP [ OPD ] )}
READ : UNKNOWN

TCO: Mark D. Neschis { CN=Mark D. Neschis/OU=WHO/C=EQOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Beverly J. Barnes ( CN=Beverly J. Barnes/OU=WHO/O=ECP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Lynn G. Cutler ( CN=Lynn G. Cutler/OU=WHO/O0=EQP @ EQP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Minyon Moore ( CN=Minyon Moore/QU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
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READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Elena Kagan ( CN=Elena Kagan/OU=OPD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPFD ] )
READ : UNKNOWN |

TO: Ann F. Lewis ( CN=Ann F. Lewis/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )}
READ : UNKNOWN

TEXT:
Friday, September 25th 2:30-2:30pm, Roosevelt Room.

You do not need to attend this session unless you have information or
expertise as to who should be invited to participate on the panels.
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RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOTES MAIL)

CREATOR: Bruce N. Reed ( CN=Bruce N. Reed/OU:OPD/O=EO}.; [ oPD ] )

CREATION DATE/TIME:24-SEP-1998 09:16:25.00

SUBJECT: What new CPS numbers tell us about employment of welfare recipients

TO: Cynthia A. Rice ( CN=Cynthia A. Rice/OU=0PD/0=EOP @ EOP [ OPD ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Elena Kagan ( CN=Elena Kagan/OU=OPD/O=EOP @ ECP [ OPD ] )}
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Andrea Kane ( CN=Andrea Kane/QU=0Q0PD/O=EQCP @ EOP [ OPD ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TEXT:

That's great. By my math, that's a 28% increase since March 96. Do you
know how many people that translates to? 2 million? (Weren't we at 1.7
million before?)

Also, can you figure out how much we've gone up since the beginning of the
administration? It would be nice to get one welfare reform fact into
Gene's briefing -- whether it's for the first time, more than a third of
people who were on welfare in one year were working the next, or the %
working has gone up by (40%? 50%?) since we took office, or the 2 million
number, or whatever.

I think he and Janet are briefing around noon
---------------------- Forwarded by Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EOP on 09/24/98

Andrea Kane
09/23/98 06:55:25 PM

Record Type: Record

To: Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EOP, Elena Kagan/OPD/EOP, Cynthia A. Rice/OPD/EOP,
Laura Emmett/WHO/EOP

cC:

Subject: What new CPS numbers tell us about employment of welfare
recipients

Thanks to good cooperation from Census staff and hard work on the part of
Richard Bavier at OMB, we've been able to take a preliminary look at what
the March 1998 CPS data show on employment of welfare recipients. The
news looks good -- the percentage of people receiving welfare in 1997 who
reported they were working in March 1998 continues to grow, even while
caseloads continue to fall dramatically. Even as we get to the harder
part of the caseload, we are not yet seeing any slowdown in people to move
from welfare to work

FYI, the increase between 97 and 98 is not nearly as dramatic as the
"nearly 30% increase" between 96 and 97 that the President talked about at
the August 4th event and is reported in the TANF Report to Congress. I
don't think we're ready to talk about the numbers yet -- but here they are
for your information.
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What was in TANF report to Congress and POTUS announcement 8/4
March 96 March 97 % Change

Previous yr

AFDC recipients

employed the

following

March . 24.6% 31.5%. 28%

March 98 CPS numbers, using slightly different series to account for
change in gquestion

March 96 March 97 % Change March 98 % Change
Previous yr
cash welfare

recipients
in families w/
kids 26.5% 31.8% 20% 33.8% 6%

We need to do some more work to figure out what's going on, and how to
talk about it. It could partly reflect a change in the way Census asked
the question. Also, the CPS experts say you can't conclude much from
relatively small year to year jumps due to the relatively small sample
(several thousand people) -- rather what's important is the trend.
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RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOTES MAIL)

CREATOR: Jeffrey A. Shesol ( CN=Jeffrey A. Shesol/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO 1 )
CREATION DATE/TIME:24-SEP-1598 14:34:49.00

SUBJECT: updated radio address -- 9/24 2:30pm -- comments ASAP

TO: Paul E. Begala ( CN=Paul E. Begala/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Elena Kagan ( CN=Elena Kagan/OU=QPD/O=ECP @ EOP [ OPD ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Ann F. Lewis ( CN=Ann F. Lewis/OU=WHQ/O=EQP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Laura Emmett ( CN=Laura Emmett/QU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Ruby Shamir ( CN=Ruby Shamir/OU=WHO/O=EQP @ EQOP [ WHO } )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Christopher C. Jennings ( CN=Christopher C. Jennings/OU=OPD/0=EOQOP.@ EOP [ OPD |
READ : UNKNOWN ’

TEXT: :
praft 09/24/98 2:30pm
Jeff Shesol

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
RADIO ADDRESS ON CANCER

SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA
September 26, 1998

Good morning. Cancer, as everyone knows, is the cruelest of
fates; and it strikes nearly every family. It struck mine, and I lost my
mother to this devastating disease. Stories like these are the reason why
thousands of Americans are coming together today, on the National Mall in
Washington, DC, with one, common purpocse: to focus our nationl,s attention
on cancer. Gathering today are patients and survivors; families and
friends; doctors and Americans from all walks of life. The Vice.
President, who has led our administrationl,s struggle against cancer, will
join their ranks, and will speak about the specific steps we are taking to
win that fight.

This morning, I want to talk to you about our overall vision of
cancer care and research as we approach the 21st century. This is a time
of striking progress, of stunning breakthroughs. With unyielding speed,
scientists are mapping the very blueprint of human life, and expectations
of the Human Gencme Project are being exceeded by the day. We are clesing
in on the genetic causes of breast cancer, colon cancer and prostate
cancer. New tools for screening and diagnosis are returning to many
patients the promise of a long and healthy life. It is no wonder the
scientists say we are turning the corner in the fight against cancer.

For six years now, my administration has made a top priority of
conquering this terrible disease. We have helped cancer patients to keep
health coverage when they change jobs. We have accelerated the approval
of cancer drugs while maintaining safe standards. We have increased
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funding for cancer research, and, as part of our balanced budget,
strengthened Medicare to make the screening, prevention and detection of
cancer more available and more affordable.

Still, we know that we must never stop searching for the best
means of prevention, the most accurate diagnostic tools, the most
effective and humane treatments -- and, someday soon, a cure. To that
end, there are several steps we must take.

First, to build on our remarkable progress, I have proposed an
unprecedented multi-year increase in funding for cancer research. As
studies proceed, we must remember that patients, as much as scientists,
have a critical perspective to add to any research program. That is why,
by next year, all federal cancer research programs will fully integrate
patients and advocates intc the process of setting research priorities.
Next, as we continue to unravel the genetic secrets of cancer, we must
apply that knowledge to the detecticn of this disease. I am, therefore,
issuing a challenge to the scientific community: to develop, by the vear
2000, new diagnostic techniques for every major kind of cancer. Also, we
should give more patients access to cutting-edge ¢linical trials, so they

-- and researchers -- can get faster results. That is why I am directing
the National Cancer Institute to speed development of a national c¢linical
trials system -- a simple, accessible resource for health care providers

and patients across the nation. I have also asked Congress to pass my
proposal to cover the costs of those trials for Medicare beneficiaries,
who need them most.

New technological tools; new networks cf information; new research
priorities: all are part of our overall approach toc health care that puts
the patient first. On this day, as Americans renew our national fight
against cancer, we do well to remember that we are doing more than curing
a disease. We are curing the ills that disease may cause -- the stigmas,
the myths, the barriers to quality care. The concerned citizens on the
Mall today show that we are overcoming those barriers, one by one, and at
the same time building a stronger and healthier America.

Thank you for listemning.
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We have revised the 3rd paragraph on pg. 1 (senior advisers veto lang.
added) ; took out the veto under FDA (already stated above); and modified
the Disaster Assistance language. Please review the letter (all of the
other language is the same as previously circulated to you) and provide
comments/clearance by 3:30pm today. Thanks.

The Honorable Bob Livingston
Chairman

Committee on Appropriations
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This letter provides the Administration's views on H.R. 4101, the
Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related
Agencies Appropriations Bill, FY 1999, as passed by the House and by the
Senate. As the conferees develop a final version of the bill, your
consideration of the Administration's views would be appreciated.

The Administration welcomes congressional efforts to accommodate
the President's priorities within the 302 (b) allocation. The President's
FY 1999 Budget proposes levels of discretionary spending for FY 1999 that
conform to the Bipartisan Budget Agreement by providing savings through
user fees and certain mandatory programs to help finance discretionary
spending. In the Transportation Equity Act, Congress -- on a broad,
bipartisan basis -- took similar action in approving funding for surface
transportation programs paid for with mandatory offsets. 1In addition,
this year, as in the past, such mandatory cffsets have been approved by
the House and Senate in other appropriations bills. We want to work with
the Congress on mutually-agreeable mandatory and other offsets that could
be used to increase high-priority discretionary programs in this bill. 1In
addition, we urge the Congress to consider again the user fee proposals
included in the President's budget, either adopting or modifying them to
enable more resources to be directed to important initiatives such as
those proposed for food safety, nutrition programs, rural development,
agriculture research, and conservation.

It is our understanding that the conferees intend to include
emergency agricultural disaster assistance in this bill. It is essential
that the conferees approve income based assistance consistent with the
Presidentd, s September 22nd proposal and the Daschle/Harkin plan. We also

)
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strengly urge the conferees to disapprove the unacceptable House provision
that would prohibit FDA from using funds for the testing, development, or
approval of any drug for the chemical inducement ¢f abortion. If the bill
presented to the President includes the unacceptable FDA language and
disaster assistance that is inadequate and inconsistent with the
principles of the Presidentd,s proposal, his senicr advisers would
recommend that he veto the bill. We look forward to working with you to
resolve these concerns.

Food and Drug Administration

The Administration strongly opposes the unacceptable House-passed
provision that would prohibit FDA from using funds for the testing,
development, or approval of any drug for the chemical inducement of
abortion. The determination of safety and effectiveness is the
cornerstone of the consumer protection established by the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act and must continue to be based on the scientific
evidence available to FDA. Prohibiting FDA from reviewing applications
for particular products cculd deprive patients of new therapies that are
safer and more effective than those currently approved. Additionally,
this provision could conceivably put women at risk because it might allow
clinical trials of such drugs to proceed without FDA supervision.

In addition, the Administration strongly urges Congress to provide
the full $1,251 million in resources to fund the program level proposed
for the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) in the President's budget. The
Administration is deeply disappointed and concerned that neither the House
nor the Senate has funded the President's request for FDA's tobacco
enforcement activities. This funding is vital to the Administration's
plan to reduce youth smcking. Failure thus far to pass comprehensive
tobacco legislation should not prevent the Congress from providing
adequate resources for these critical public health activities.

Food Safety Initiative

The Administration is deeply concerned that neither the House nor
the Senate has fully funded the President's request for Food And Drug
Administration {FDA) and USDA activities to enhance food safety, providing
only $16.8 million and $68.9 million, respectively, of the $96 million the
President has requested for these activities. American consumers enjoy
the world's safest food supply, but too many Americans get sick, and in
some cases die, from preventable food-borne diseases. The President's
initiative would expand food safety research, risk assessment
capabilities, education, surveillance activities, and food import
inspections. The Administration will werk with Congress to explore
options to offset the additional cost needed to fully fund the President's
request.

Disaster Assistance

It is of critical importance that the Federal Government provide
emergency funds to farmers facing the worst agricultural crisis in a
decade. On September 22nd, the Administration submitted its request for
$2.3 billion in emergency assistance, including supplemental crop
insurance indemnity payments, additional farm operating loans, and other
vitally important programs. In addition to this request, Secretary
Glickman communicated the Administrationl,s support for income assistance
to farmers for low commodity prices through Senators Daschle and Harkinfli, s
proposal to remove the cap on marketing loan rates for 1998 crops. This
is clearly the superior approach for providing emergency assistance to
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those facing crashing commodity prices this year. The Administration
strongly urges the Congress to provide sufficient and appropriate
assistance to address this urgent crisis.

Women, Infants, and Children

The President requested a funding increase in the Special
Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC), to
reflect inflation adjustments and projected increases in participation.
Based on new data indicating declining focd package costs and stable WIC
participation, it now appears that the Senate or lower House funding level
will be sufficient to support the revised 7.4 million year-end
participation level geing into FY 1999. We commend the House and Senate
for their hard work on this issue and if the conferees approve the House
level, we urge that the additional resources in the Senate bill be
reallocated to priorities detailed in this letter.

Civil Rights

The President is persconally committed to righting any wrongs
committed by USDA employees in years past. Therefore, the Administration
strongly supports the provision passed in both the House and the Senate
that waives the statute of limitations for individuals who have previously
filed a discrimination claim against USDA. The Administration prefers the
Senate version because it applies to both USDA farm and housing loans.

However, in a number of areas, the House and Senate have reduced
funds to assist the most needy farmers and residents of rural
communities. Neither the House nor the Senate has provided the requested
increase for the Outreach for Socially Disadvantaged Farmers program,
which was a key recommendation of the USDA Civil Rights Action Team (CRAT)
report last year. With the additional $7 million regquested, USDA could
support 35 projects to assist 10,000 small family farms and stem the
decline in the number of minority farmers and ranchers. We urge the
conferees to provide the full request.

The CRAT report also recommended. increasing the amount of farm
ownership loans, a portion of which are targeted to minority and beginning
farmers. The Administration urges the conferees to provide an additional
$3 million requested for this program by the President, which would permit
another 290 limited-resource farmers to finance real estate purchases.

Rural Development Funding

The Administration strongly objects to the provision in both bills
that blocks FY 1999 spending in the mandatory Fund for Rural America. The
Fund provides additional resources for rural development and innovative
agricultural research that are vitally needed to improve the quality of
life in rural America and increase the productivity of U.S. farmers.
Congress created the Fund in 1996 to boost the overall Federal investment
in these activities, not as a source of savings to offset discretionary
spending. Moreover, Congress recently extended the authority for the Fund
and increased its resources. The Administration urges the conferees to
strike this provision.

In addition, the Senate bill does not fully fund the President's
request for the Rural Community Advancement Program (RCAP) , under-funding
direct loans for water and wastewater and for community facilities. These
loans provide the community infrastructure to improve the quality of life
of rural Americans, and they often finance the vital ingredient for



ARMS Email System Page 6 of 8

diversifying the rural economy. The Senate bill would fund 35 fewer water
and wastewater facilities, serving 50,000 rural residents, as well as
fewer rural health clinics, police and fire stations, and health care
facilities than the President's request. We urge the conferees to adopt
the House position, but to strike the House language that would limit the
flexibility of USDA to transfer funds among programs, in order to allow
the program to operate as intended and permit resources to be tailored to
meet unique local needs.

Agriculture Research

Both the House and Senate have included over $50 million in
unrequested earmarks for low-priority research while funding competitive
grants through the National Research Initiative (NRI) at $30 million and
$35 million, respectively, below the President's reguest. Rejecting
additional funds for competitive research grants for national and regional
priorities in favor of earmarked grants for local interests fails to
support the highest priority needs of American agriculture and consumers,
and the Administration urges the conferees to reverse this policy. We
also believe that the conferees should reduce the unrequested increases in
the Agricultural Research Service's buildings and facilities program and
redirect these resources to higher priority programs.

The Administration strongly objects to the House's elimination of
the $120 million in competitively-awarded research funds authorized in the
Agricultural Research, Extension and Education Reform Act of 1998. These
funds would finance vital investments in food and agricultural genome
research, food safety and technology, human nutrition, and agricultural
biotechnology. We urge the conferees to support these important research
efforts by restoring funds to the level requested.

Climate Change and Clean Water Initiatives and Conservation Programs

Neither the House nor the Senate has provided the $7 million
increase requested for research to support the Administration's Climate
Change Technology Initiative. These funds would support high-priority
research to reduce greenhouse gas emissions caused by agricultural
practices, develop improved feedstocks that can generate energy, and
improve techniques to convert agricultural products to biofuels. The
Bdministration urges the conferees to restore funding to the requested
level.

In addition, neither the House nor the Senate has included the
Administration's requested increase of $23 million for the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to implement the President's Clean
Water Action Plan to help State and local organizations hire watershed
coordinators, document baseline conditions, and target resources to
farmers requesting assistance. The Plan, develcped by USDA and EPA,
outlines a strategy on how to correct water quality problems, including
polluted run-off, across the Nation. The Administration urges the
conferees to provide these necessary funds to the NRCS.

The Administration strongly opposes House and Senate actions
reducing or eliminating funding for several key mandatory USDA
congervation programs, including the Environmental Quality Incentives
Program, Wetlands Reserve Program, Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program,
and Conservation Farm Option. These programs are essential for enhanced
water quality, wildlife habitat, and soil conservation on American farms
and throughout rural America and should be adequately funded.
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Language Provisions

The Administration strongly objects to the House provision that
would provide funding for research on nutrition programs within the
Economic Research Service. Research on nutrition programs should occur in
the context of the program's administration, and the Administration urges
the conferees to provide funding for these activities within the Food and
Nutrition Service, as requested and as included in the Senate bill.

The Senate bill purports to prohibit USDA personnel from preparing
or submitting appropriations language regarding unenacted user fees unless
the budget alsc identifies additional spending reductions should the user
fees proposals not be enacted by an identified time. The Justice
Department advises that this provision would violate the Recommendations
Clause of the Constitution under which Congress can neither require nor
prohibit that the President make legislative or policy recommendations to
Congress. Because the funding restriction would undermine the President's
ability to fulfill his constitutional duty under the Recommendations
Clause, it would be unconstitutional.

The Administration objects to the provision in the House and
Senate versions of the bill that would limit Executive Branch review of
USDA responses to congressional inquiries. The Administration urges the
conferees to delete these provisions.

The Administration objects to a Senate provision that would
prohibit the FDA from consolidating laboratory operations. The proposed
consolidation offers the opportunity for better efficiency and mission
coordination, and it is part of FDA's overall streamlining goals. The
Senate provision would force FDA to spend funds on infrastructure that
could otherwise be used more directly to protect public health. The
Administration urges the conferees to drop this provision.

The Administration objects to section 741 of the House-passed bill
that would allow Federally tax-exempt financing in coenjunction with rural
multi-family housing guarantees. Guarantees of tax-exempt obligations are
an inefficient way of allocating Federal credit. Assistance to borrowers,
through the tax exemption and the guarantee, provides interest savings to
the borrower that are smaller than the tax revenue loss to the Government,
and the cost to the taxpayer is, therefore, greater than the benefit to
the borrower.

The Administration objects to the addition of Title XI to the
Senate bill, would amend the alternative-fuel provisions of the Energy
Policy Act of 1992. The amendment makes numerous changes to definitions
and compliance credits, with the nominal intent of increasing demand for
"biodiesel" -- a fuel derived from oil seeds such as rapeseed. The real
effect, however, would be to gut most of the existing alternative-fuel
requirements and policies. The amendment creates loopholes that would
allow Federal agencies and other fleet operators tc ignore, effectively,
most alternative fuels, such as ethanol, natural gas, and electric
vehicles. These loopholes would be easier for Federal agencies to exploit
than for many private or State fleets. If the Energy Policy Act is to be
amended, such action should be pursued through the energy authorization
committees.

Other Issues

The Administration urges the conferees to provide additional funds
for the farm labor housing program to improve the living conditions of
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many farm labor families. The House and Senate levels, $20 millicn and
$16 million, respectively, are more than 35 percent below the
Administration's reguest and would result in at least 230 fewer housing
units being built compared with the request. The Administration urges the
conferees to increase funding to assist these needy members of our society.

The House reduces by $10 million and the Senate by $20 million
the President's request for the mandatory Emergency Food Assistance
Program (TEFAP), which purchases commodities for individuals greatly in
need of assistance. Given reported increases in need for food assistance
through food banks and soup kitchens, the Administration is concerned that
this reduction from the authorized level would mean less food will reach
the most vulnerable Americans. In addition, food rescue and gleaning is a
priority area that deserves additional funding in the USDA budget. The
budget proposes $20 million for this initiative to encourage greater
private sector and community based involvement in food rescue.

Under the 1996 Food Quality and Protection Act, USDA has added
responsibilities to assist EPA with its re-registrations of pesticides and
to develop new technologies for integrated pest management systems. Both
bills fail to provide the requested additional funding to meet these
urgent needs and, as a result, re-registrations may be based on incomplete
understanding of actual pesticide use and exposure, jeopardizing the
continued viability of current crop production patterns.

The House has provided only $2 million of the requested $22
million increase for the Inspector General as part of the Administration's
law enforcement initijiative, and the Senate has not provided any of the
requested funds. The USDA initiative would save taxpayers millions of
dollars lost through fraud in the food and nutrition programs as well as
in USDA disaster, multi-family housing, and other programs. The
initiative would also improve the integrity of many USDA programs. The
Administration urges the conferees to increase funds for this important
initiative.

We look forward to working with the conferees to address our
mutual concerns.

Sincerely,

Jacob J. Lew
Director

Identical Letter Sent to The Honorable Beb Livingston,

The Honorable David R. Obey, The Honorable Joseph Skeen,
and The Honorable Marcy Kaptur, The Honorable Ted Stevens,
The Honorable Robert C. Byrd, The Honorable Thad Cochran,
and The Honorable Dale Bumpers
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READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Tracey E. Thornton ( CN=Tracey E. Thornton/CU=WHO/O=EOP @ EQP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Elena Kagan ( CN=Elena Kagan/OU=0PD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Minyon Moore ( CN=Minyon Moore/OU=WHO/QO=EQP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Susan M. Liss ( CN=Susan M. Liss/0=0VP @ OVP [ UNKNOWN ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Ellen M. Lovell { CN=Ellen M. Lovell/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
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CC: Jena V. Roscoe ( CN=Jena V. Roscoe/QOU=WHO/O=EQP @ EQP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TEXT:

Today at 12 pm at the National Press Club Betty Friedan, Pat Ireland/NOW,
Eleanor Smeal/Feminist Majority, Dorothy Height/NCNW, Susan Bianchi
-Sand/National Council, Delores Huerta/UFW, Sheila Coates/BWUFA, Kathy
Rodgers/NLDEF, Jane Smith/NCNW, Lina Frescas Dobbs/WOW, Yvonne
Scruggs-Leftwich/Black Leadership Forum, Karen Narasaki/Nat'l Asian
Pacific Legal Congortium and Donna Allen/Women's Institute for Freedom of
the Press joined together to deliver a united statement in support of
POTUS, "Women Leaders Take Action to Stop Impeachment, Warn What's at
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Stake for Women".

The statement is very strong and supportive. I have faxable copies in our
office may have it on e-mail this afternoon which we will circulate. Let
me know if you want a hard copy.
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READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Maria Echaveste ( CN=Maria Echaveste/OU=WHO/O=EOP ® EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: John Podesta ( CN=John Podesta/OU=WHO/O=EQP @ EOP [ WHO ) )
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TO: Michelle Crisci ( CN=Michelle Crisci/OU=WHO/O=EQP @ EQP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Melissa G. Green { CN=Melissa G. Green/QU=0PD/0O=EQP @ EOP [ OPD ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Sylvia M. Mathews ( CN=Sylvia M. Mathews/OU=OMB/O=ECP @ EOP [ OMB ] )
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TO: Minyon Moore { CN=Minyon Moore/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN
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TO: Elena Kagan ( CN=Elena Kagan/OU=0PD/0Q=EOP @ EOP [ OPD ] )
READ : UNKNOWN
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READ : UNKNOWN
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TO: Ruby Shamir ( CN=Ruby Shamir/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )}
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Marjorie Tarmey ( CN=Marjorie Tarmey/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Dawn L. Smalls ( CN=Dawn L. Smalls/OU=WHO/O=EQOP @ EOP [ WHO } )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Paul E. Begala ( CN=Paul E. Begala/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
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TEXT:
Draft 9/24/98 3pm
Michael Waldman/Jake Siewert

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON

REMARKS UPON SIGNING THE CONTINUING RESOLUTION
THE WHITE HQUSE

September 25, 1598

Good morning. A few moments ago, I signed stopgap legislation
that will keep the government open and running at the start of a new
fiscal year. This legislation is a regrettable sign that the Republican
majority in Congress has chosen partisanship over progress, and has failed
toc address the urgent priorities of the American people.

There is only cne week left in the fiscal year. Yet thus far the
Congress has passed only one of fourteen appropriations bills to fund the
operations of the United States government. This is a stark and
regrettable abdication of the CongressO, fundamental duty to tend to the
needs of the American people. By failing to meet its most basic
governing responsibility, the Republican majority in Congress has its
priorities wrong -- choosing partisanship over progress.

Moreover, on key national gecals --. improving education, providing
affordable child care, expanding health care coverage, protecting our
environment, and stabilizing the international economy -- the House of
Representatives is moving in the wrong direction. For example, at a time
when opportunity depends on education more than ever before, the House is
preparing to deny funding for smaller classes, after-school programs,
technology in the classrcom, and summer job programs. At the same time,
some lawmakers have attached controversial and. unrelated provisions
guaranteed to mire these bills in unnecessary delay.

For six years, our new economic strategy of fiscal responsibility,
investing in our people, and expanding trade has spurred lower interest
rates and created the conditions for the strongest economy in a
generation. We are about to enter a new and promising era of budget
surpluses. We should use this time of prosperity to meet the challenges
facing our nation. I have laid out a concrete plan of how we can continue
on that course -- make smart investments while maintaining the fiscal
discipline that has helped fuel our prosperity. And I have reached out to
Members of Congress of both parties to work together toward this end.

ItO,s time for Congress to buckle down, send me the measures to
keep the government open and invest in education, health care, and the
other needs of the American people, and put progress over partisanship.
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Thatd,s the way to strengthen our nation for the 21st Century.
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Welfare Reform Q&A on 1998 Census Income and Poverty Numbers
September 24, 1998

Q: What do these new numbers tell us about the impact of welfare reform?

A: While it is still early to see the full effects of welfare reform, the evidence so far is very
encouraging. Clearly there is no increase in poverty; poverty has decreased. In fact,
the Census data show continued strong trends in the movement from welfare to work: the
percentage of people on welfare in one year who were working in the following year has
increased by nearly one-third since 1996, the year the President signed the welfare reform
law. This is occuring at the same time that welfare caseloads continue to decline
dramatically.

Background
The percentage of people who were on welfare in one year and working the following year

increased by 28% -- from 26.5% in March 96 to 33.8% in March 1998 . The 3/98 figure
reflects people who said they were receiving welfare during 1997 and were working in March
1998. These data are included in the CPS files, but are not part of the information Census
released publicly today.

Caseloads have declined 41% since the President took office, and 32% since he signed the
welfare reform law (using most recent data from June 98, which HHS released in August 98).

' em
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Attached is the press statement released today at the Women Leaders Press

Conference in support of POTUS.
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TO: Tanya E. Martin ( CN=Tanya E. Martin/OU=OPD/Q=EQOP ® EOP [ OPD ] )
READ : UNKNOWN
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READ : UNKNOWN
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Jonathan Orszag
09/24/98 09:25:53 AM
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KEY FACTS on CENSUS INCOME AND POVERTY REPORT
September 24, 1998

TODAY, THE CENSUS BUREAU RELEASED THEIR ANNUAL REPORT ON INCOME AND
POVERTY IN AMERICA FOR 1997. HERE ARE SOME OF THE RESULTS:

Broad-Based Income Gains:

. Typical Household Income Up 1.9 Percent in 1997, Income for the median household
rose $699, from $36,306 in 1996 to $37,005 in 1997, adjusted for inflation.

. Typical Family Income Up $3,517 Since 1993.  Another measure of income -- family
income, which excludes single individuals and counts only related members in any
household -- shows a similar trend. Last year, the median family’s income, adjusted for
inflation, increased 3.0 percent {or §1,297) -- the fourth consecutive annual rise. ~ Since
President Clinton’s Economic Plan passed in 1993, median family income has increased
from $41,051 in 1993 to $44,568 in 1997 -- that’s a $3,517 increase in income, adjusted
for inflation. From 1988 to 1992, median family income fe// $1,835, adjusted for
inflation.

. Under President Clinton, The Typical African-American Household's Income Is Up $3,354. 'The
median income of African-American households rose 4.3 percent (or $1,029) last year. And
since 1993, the median income of African-American households has increased from $21,696
to $25,050 -- that’s $3,354 or a 15-percent increase, adjusted for inflation, between 1993 and
1997.

. Income of Typical Hispanic Household Up $2,553 in Past Two Years, 1In 1997, the
income of the median Hispanic household, adjusted for inflation, increased from $25,477
in 1996 to $26,628 in 1997 -- that’s an increase of $1,151 or 4.5 percent.  Over the past
two years, the income of the typical Hispanic household has risen $2,553 -- or nearly 11
percent -- the largest two-year increase in Hispanic income on record.

. After Rising Sharply for 20 Years, Inequality Has Stabilized. After rising for nearly 20
years, income inequality has not changed significantly over the past four years. Since
1993, every income group -- from the most well-off to the poorest -- experienced a real
increase in their income.

. Earnings for Typical Workers Up.  Last year, the earnings of the median full-time,
year-round male rose 2.4 percent, from $32,882 in 1996 to $33,674 in 1997 and the
earnings of the median full-time, year-round female rose 3.0 percent, from $24,254 in
1996 to $24,973 in 1997, This means that the female-to-male ratio remained at 74
percent -- its all-time high.
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Reductions in Poverty:

Poverty Rate Fell To 13.3 Percent in 1997 -- Down from 15.1 Percent in 1993. 1n 1997, the
poverty rate dropped to 13.3 percent from 13.7 percent the year before.  Since President
Clinton signed his Economic Plan into law, the poverty rate has declined from 15.1 percent in
1993 to 13.3 percent last year. That means that there are 3.7 million fewer people in poverty
today than in 1993.  (In 1997, the poverty threshold was $16,400 for a family of four.)

The African-American Poverty Rate Down To Its Lowest Level on Record.  While the
African-American poverty rate is still far above the poverty rate for whites, it declined
from 28.4 percent in 1996 to 26.5 percent in 1997 -- that’s its lowest level recorded since
data were first collected in 1959.  Since 1993, the African-American poverty rate has
dropped from 33.1 percent to 26.5 percent -- that’s the largest four-year drop in
African-American poverty in more than a quarter century (1967-1971).

Last Year, Largest Hispanic Poverty Drop In Two Decades. Last year, the Hispanic
poverty rate dropped from 29.4 percent to 27.1 percent -- that’s the largest one-year drop
in Hispanic poverty since 1978. While there is still more work to do, since President
Clinton took office, Hispanic poverty has dropped from 30.6 percent to 27.1 percent.

Under President Clinton, Largest Four-Year Drop in Child Poverty Since 1960s. While the
child poverty rate remains high, in 1997, it declined from 20.5 percent to 19.9 percent.
Under President Clinton, the child poverty rate has declined from 22.7 percent to 19.9
percent -- that’s the biggest four-year drop in nearly 30 years (1965-1969).

Eldetly Poverty Rate As Low As It’s Ever Been. 1n 1997, the elderly poverty rate dropped
to 10.5 percent, from 10.8 percent in 1996. The elderly poverty rate is now as low as it’s
ever been -- it was also 10.5 percent in 1995.

Child Poverty Among African-Americans Down To Lowest Level on Record, In 1997, the
African-American child poverty rate fell from 39.9 percent to 37.2 percent -- its lowest level on
record (data collected since 1959).  Since 1993, the child poverty rate among
African-Americans has dropped from 46.1 percent to 37.2 percent -- that’s the biggest
four-year drop on record.

Hispanic Child Poverty Dropped More Last Year Than Any Year on Record. In 1997, the
Hispanic child poverty rate dropped from 40.3 percent to 36.8 percent -- that’s the largest
one-year drop on record (data collected since 1976).  Since 1993, the child poverty rate
among Hispanics has declined from 40.9 percent to 36.8 percent.

4.3 Million People Lifted Qut of Poverty By EITC -- Double The Number in 1993. 1n 1993,

Automated Records Management System
Hex-Dump Conversion



President Clinton expanded the Earned Income Tax Credit, providing a tax cut for
low-income working families. In 1997, the EITC lifted 4.3 million people out of poverty --
that’s double the number of people lifted out of poverty by the EITC in 1993. In 1997, the
EITC lifted 2.2 millton children, 1.1 million African-Americans, and nearly 1.2 million
Hispanics out of poverty.
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RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOTES MAIL)

_CREATOR: Julie A. Fernandes ( CN=Julie A. Fernandes/OU=0OPD/O=EQP [ OPD ] )
CREATION DATE/TIME:24-SEP-1998 09:35:38.00

SUBJECT: HI1B deal

TO: Elena Kagan ( CN=Elena Kagan/OU=OPD/0O=EOP @ EOP [ CPD ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Bruce N. Reed ( CN=Bruce N. Reed/QU=0PD/0=EOP @ EOP [ CPD ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

CC: Laura Emmett ( CN=Laura Emmett/OU=WHO/O=ECP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

CC: Cathy R. Mays ( CN=Cathy R. Mays/OU=0QPD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TEXT:

It remains unclear whether the compromise bill is going to the House floor
today. Peter spoke with Abraham last night to try to get him to pull the
bill from consideration today. We just (a few minutes ago) received a
copy of the legislative language, though Ceci said that it may be
incomplete. I have put together a draft SAP that Peter is reviewing.

Once I get his comments, I will get it to you and CGene/Sally for review.

I have also spoken to OMB about trying to move this as quickly as possible
once we get your sign-off on the SAP and the final legislative language.
Thanks.

Julie

Page 1 of |
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RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOTES MAIL)

CREATOR: Robin Leeds ( CN=Robin Leeds/OU=WHO/O=EOP [ WHO 1 )

CREATION DATE/TIME:24-SEP-1998 16:29:00.00

SUBJECT: Women Leaders - Attachment

Since the release of this statement, AAUW and NARAL have issuéd similar statements.

TO: Maureen T. Shea ( CN=Maureen T. Shea/OU=WHO/QO=EQP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Jocelyn Neis ( CN=Jocelyn Neis/OU=WHC/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Mindy E. Myers ( CN=Mindy E. Myers/OU=WHC/O=EQOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Noa A. Meyer ( CN=Noa A. Meyer/OU=WHQ/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Jennifer L. Klein ( CN=Jennifer L. Klein/QU=0PD/O=EQOP @ EOP [ OPD ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Laura Emmett ( CN=Laura Emmett/OU=WHO/C=EQOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Katharine Button ( CN=Katharine Button/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP ({ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Virginia Apuzzo ( CN=Virginia Apuzzo/OU=WHQ/0=EQOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ ;: UNKNOWN

TO: Rebecca M. Blank ( CN=Rebecca M. Blank/CU=CEA/O=EOP @ ECP [ CEA ] )
READ : UNKNOWN -

TO: Stacie Spector ( CN=Stacie Spector/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EQP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Roberta W. Creene ( CN=Roberta W. Greene/QU=WHO/O=EQOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Janet Murguia ( CN=Janet Murguia/OU=WHO/O=EQP @ EQOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Karen E. Skelton ( CN=Karen E. Skelton/OU=WHO/O=EQOP ® EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Maria Echaveste ( CN=Maria Echaveste/OU=WHO/O=EQOP @ EQP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Lynn G. Cutler { CN=Lynn G. Cutler/QU=WHO/O=ECP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Lucia F. Gilliland ( CN=Lucia F. Gilliland/0=0VP @ OVP [ UNKNOWN ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Sondra L. Seba ( CN=Sondra L. Seba/OU=WHO/O=EQOP @ EOP [ WHC ] )
READ : UNKNOWN
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TO: Janet L. Graves ( CN=Janet L. Graves/OU=OMB/O=EOP @ EOP [ OMB ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Leslie Bernstein ( CN=Leslie Bernstein/QU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Francine P. Obermiller ( CN=Francine P. Obermiller/QU=CEA/C=EQP @ EOP [ CEA ] }
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Mona G. Mohib ( CN=Mona G. Mohib/OU=WHO/0O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Nicole R. Rabner ( CN=Nicole R. Rabner/QU=WHO/Q=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Marjorie Tarmey ( CN=Marjorie Tarmey/OU=WHO/O=EQP @ EQOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Sylvia M. Mathews ( CN=Sylvia M. Mathews/OU=OMB/O=EOP @ EOP [ OMB ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Sandra Thurman { CN=Sandra Thurman/OU=0PD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD } )}
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Judith A. Winston ( CN=Judith A. Winston/OU=PIR/O=EOP @ EOP [ PIR ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Robin Leeds ( CN=Robin Leeds/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN ’

TO: Marsha Scott ( CN=Marsha Scott/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ ;: UNKNOWN

TO: Tracey E. Thornton ( CN=Tracey E. Thornton/OU=WHO/O=EQP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Elena Kagan ( CN=Elena Kagan/OU=0PD/0=EOP @ EOP'[ OPD 1 )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Minyon Moore ( CN=Minyon Moore/QU=WHO/O=ECP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Susan M. Liss ( CN=Susan M. Liss/C=0VP @ OVP [ UNKNOWN ! )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Ellen M. Lovell ( CN=Ellen M. Lovell/OU=WHO/O0=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

CC: Tania I. Lopez ( CN=Tania I. Lopez/QU=WHO/Q=EQP @ EQP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

CC: Jena V. Roscoe ( CN=Jena V. Roscoe/QU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

CC: Kelley L. O'Dell ( CN=Kelley L. O0'Dell/OU=WHO/O=EQCP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TEXT:
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Justine
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Andronici (FM)

SEPTEMBER 24, 1998 703-522-2214
Loretta Kane (NOW)
202-331-0066

Vivien Todini (NOW
LDEF)
212-925-6635

WOMEN LEADERS TAKE ACTION TO STCP IMPEACHMENT,
WARN WHAT'S AT STAKE FOR WOMEN
AND WHO'S ON THIRD TO SUCCEED

A wide array of leaders of the women's movement have joined
together today to make a united statement about the possible impeachment of
President Clinton by the Congress and about what is at stake for women in
this country.

We are appalled by the extremely partisan cast that this process
has already taken. The rush to publish the Starr Report and to broadcast
secret grand jury testimony -- before even a decision is made to proceed
with impeachment hearings -- is a failure of fairness and has violated the
fundamental value of due process.

We are witnessing a relentless campaign -- both inside and outside
the government
-- to hound President Clinton out of office. This is destabilizing for our
country and our democracy. And some of those who are leading the charge
against Mr. Clinton are among the worst foes of women's rights. The
opponents of the President have a political agenda that will harm women
long after the scandal has faded from the front pages.

We are here today to sound the alarm that if disgust with the
current crisis depresses women's votes in November, we will see an
anti-women's rights majority in Congress roll back the gains for women of
the past 30 years.

While women are angry and do not condone his conduct, women want
President Clinton to remain in office. We believe, and the women of the
natien concur, that Mr. Clinton's actions are not impeachable. His misdeeds
are not of the nature of high crimes and misdemeanors required by our
Constitution for impeachment of the president.

Gender gaps in public opinion pell results persist, with more women
than men opposing Mr. Clinton's impeachment, supporting his policies, and
approving of his presidency and leadership.

As feminist leaders, we will not stand idly by while a Congress
made up of nearly
90 percent men attempts to remove the first president elected by women
voters. While President Clinton's record for women's rights is less than
perfect, on balance women have had an ally in the White House. If this
reactionary campaign succeeds, the unfinished agenda of women on equality
in Social Security, pay equity, childcare, anti-poverty remedies, minimum
wage, Medicare, real campaign finance reform which opens the system to
women and people of color, and laws against violence against women will
continue to languish in Congress.

Not only are we standing united, we are urging action. We are
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urging the women and men of this nation to call their members of the House
of Representatives to urge them not to proceed with impeachment hearings
and to call their Senators to oppose the removal of the President from
office.

Most importantly, it is more crucial now than ever that women vote
in the November elections. We must not let women's rights opponents sail
to victory because women do not vote.

Women have much at stake in this election. If women's rights
advocates lose three seats in the Senate, we could lose the ability to
prevent the override of a presidential veto. President Clinton's veto is
all that stands between Congress and women's right to abortion. If the
presidential veto cannot be sustained after the election, it could mean
open season not only on women's rights but also on affirmative action,
Social Security, gun control, civil rights, and equal education
opportunities.

Little has been said about the process of succession to the
presidency. Many people ask us: "What does it matter if President Clinton
leaves office? Wouldn't Vice President Gore simply assume the presidency?"
We firmly believe that the ultra-conservatives will not stop at removing
Mr. Clinton from office. Already Mr. Gore is under attack. Women should
be asking the question, "Who's on 3rd?," -- who is next in the line of
succession? Next in line is Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich.

The Gingrich Congress has been an unmitigated disaster for women.
The Gingrich Congress has voted 97 times this session to restrict abortion
rights and is now trying to prevent approval of RU 486, the early abortion
pill. The Gingrich Congress is trying to defund family planning programs,
has ignored the Violence Against Women Act II, and has buried the patients'
bill of rights. Pay equity and childcare have not been allowed to see the
light of day. The specter of a Gingrich presidency is even more horrif

ying.

We call upon women to raise their voices to protest this assault on
fairness and the democratic process and to let the Congress know how
strongly women oppose impeachment. Women must demand that candidates tell
us where they stand on our issues and vote in November to turn ocut of
office the anti-women's rights majority in Congress. We call upon Congress
to end this hypocritical voyeurism and get back to work on the real issues
that face this country.

Signed by,

Betty Friedan

Patricia Ireland, President, National Organization for Women

Eleanor Smeal, President, Feminist Majority

Dr. Dorothy Height, Chair and President Emerita, National Council of Negro
Women

Susan Bianchi-Sand, Chair, National Council of Women's Organizations*
Dolores Huerta, Co-Founder and Secretary Treasurer, United Farm Workers
Sheila Coates, President, Black Women United for Action

Kathy Rodgers, Executive Director, NOW Legal Defense & Education Fund
Dr. Jane Smith, President, National Council of Negro Women

Lina Frescas Dobbs, Executive Director, Wider Opportunities for Women
Dr. Yvonne Scruggs-Leftwich, Executive Director and Chief Operating
Officer,

Black Leadership Forum

National Women's Political Caucus

Karen Narasaki, Director, National Asian Pacific Legal Consortium
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Dr. Donna Allen, President, Women's Institute for Freedom of the Press

*For identification purposes only.
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RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOTES MAIL)

CREATOR: Christopher C. Jennings ({ CN=Christopher C. Jennings/OU=0PD/O=EOP { OPD ] )
CREATION DATE/TIME:24-SEP-1998 20:36:17100

SUBJECT: HHS's managed care briefing

TO: Elena Kagan ( CN=Elena Kagan/OU=OPD/C=ECP @ EOP [ OPD ] }
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Bruce N. Reed ( CN=Bruce N. Reed/OU=0PD/O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Gene B. Sperling { CN=Gene B. Sperling/OU=0PD/O=EQP @ EQP [ OPD ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

TO: Erskine B. Bowles ( CN=Erskine B. Bowles/OU=WHO/O=EQP @ EOP [ WHO ] )
READ ;: UNKNOWN

CC: Jeanne Lambrew ( CN=Jeanne Lambrew/OU=0PD/0O=EOP @ EOP [ OPD ] !
READ : UNKNOWN

CC: Melissa G. Green { CN=Melissa G. Green/0OU=0PD/0O=EQP @ EOP [ OPD ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

CC: Kevin S. Moran { CN=Kevin S. Moran/OU=WHO/O=EOP @ EOP [ WHO } )
READ : UNKNOWN

TEXT:
Erskine: Kevin asked me to forward you a quick note on tomorrow's managed
care briefing by Donna Shalala and her staff.

Tomorrow, HHS will brief you on threats by a number of major Medicare
Health Maintenance Organizations (HMOs) to pull out of the prcgram and
stop coverage to perhaps hundreds of thousands of Medicare beneficiaries.
The HMOs are citing concerns about "undercompensation and over-regulation®
as the underlying rationale for their decisions.

The American Association of Health Plans (ARHP) -- the trade organization
that represents numerous HMOs -- just held a press conference today to
advise the media that a number of health plans will announce that they are
pulling out of the program before next week's October 1st Medicare plan
participation deadline.

We are aware that, at the very least, the Wall Street Journal will have an
article on this issue tomorrow.

As of this writing, it is unclear how many HMOs will choose to drop out of
the Medicare program. We know that Aetna, Prudential, Humana, and Cigna
has already indicated that they are pulling out of some Medicare markets.
We understand that PacificCare, United Health and some state Blue
Cross/Blue Shield plans are seriously contemplating leaving the program.

Although these plans represent many HMOs participating in Medicare, it is
important for you to know that they are selectively choosing which
Medicare markets they want to stay in depending on the level of their
regional payment rates and how large their markets are. As a consequence,
the number of beneficiaries affected representsg a relative small
percentage (5-7 percent) of the 5-6 million beneficiaries participating in
Medicare HMOs. In addition, this number does not even net out the over 40
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new contracts HCFA has received for new Medicare HMO business. Having
said this, 5-7 percent of the current contracts who are threatening to
leave still would mean that between 100,000 and 500,000 beneficiaries
would be forced to opt for either a new HMO or return to traditional
Medicare fee-for-gervice coverage.

There are two reasons why these large plans can withdraw from the program
with very little impact on the number of beneficiaries served. First,
only 16 percent of Medicare beneficiaries are enrclled in managed care in
the first place. And second, the HMOs appear to be keeping their
contracts with Medicare in those markets in which they have a large market
share and, conversely, tending to drop those markets in which they serve
very small populations. (Large market share protects plans from
unexpected, unwanted and expensive risk selection problems; they also
cover up the fact that most HMOs do not manage care very efficiently.)

Tomorrow's meeting will give HHS the opportunity to provide you with their
analysis of the Medicare HMO situation., It will also give us the chance
to develop an Administration strategy around how best to respond to the
news. (One quick final thought: I believe that most key Republicans on
the Hill, independent analysts, and the aging advocates will be fairly
skeptical about the HMOs' raticnale behind their decisions to drop out of
Medicare; as a result, we need to make sure that we conclude on a strategy
that uses them all as alldes so as to aveid making this an
Administration-only vs. HMO conflict. .

cj
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RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (NOTES MAIL)

CREATOR: Kate P. Donovan ( CN=Kate P. Donovan/OU=OMB/O=ECP [ OMB ] )
CREATION DATE/TIME:24-SEP-1998 17:13:19.00

SUBJECT: 2nd revision of Agriculture letter

TO: Elena Kagan { CN=Elena Kagan/QU=0PD/O=EOP@ECP [ OPD ] )
READ ; UNKNOWN

TO: Laura Emmett { CN=Laura Emmett/OU=WHO/O=EOP®EQOP [ WHO ] )
READ : UNKNOWN

Kate P. Donovan
09/24/98 05:12:08 PM

Record Type: Record

To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message
ce:
Subject: 2nd revision of Agriculture letter

The veto statement in the 3rd paragraph was revised as an outcome of
today's meeting on the Hill. Please make sure this is okay with you (the
rest of the text is identical to previous versions circulated). We aim to
send the letter by 7pm tonight. Thank you.

The Honorable Bob Livingston
Chairman

Committee on Appropriations’
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This letter provides the Administration's views on H.R. 4101, the
Agriculture, Rural Development, Focd and Drug Administration, and Related
Agencies Appropriations Bill, FY 1999, as passed by the House and by the
Senate. As the conferees develop a final version of the bill, your
consideration of the Administration's views would be appreciated.

The Administration welcomes congressional efforts to accommodate the
President's priorities within the 302(b) allocation. The President's FY
1999 Budget proposes levels of discretionary spending for FY 1999 that
conform to the Bipartisan Budget Agreement by providing savings through
user fees and certain mandatory programs to help finance discretionary
spending. In the Transportation Equity Act, Congress -- on a broad,
bipartisan basis -- took similar action in approving funding for surface
transportation programs paid for with mandatory offsets. In addition,
this year, as in the past, such mandatory coffsets have been approved by
the House and Senate in other appropriations bills. We want to work with
the Congress on mutually-agreeable mandatory and other offsets that could

Page 1 of 7
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be used to increase high-priority discretionary programs in this bill. In
addition, we urge the Congress to consider again the user fee proposals
included in the President's budget, either adopting or modifying them to
enable more resources to be directed to important initiatives such as
those proposed for food safety, nutrition programs, rural development,
agriculture research, and conservation.

It is our understanding that the conferees intend to include emergency
agricultural disaster assistance in this bill. It is essential that the
conferees approve income based assistance consistent with the Presidentd, s
September 22nd proposal and the Daschle/Harkin plan. We also strongly
urge the conferees to disapprove the unacceptable House provision that
would prohibit FDA from using funds for the testing, development, or
approval of any drug for the chemical inducement of abortion. If the bill
presented to the President includes the unacceptable FDA language, and
agricultural disaster provisions that provide inadequate indemnity
assistance or are inconsistent with the Daschle/Harkin proposal, his
senicr advisers would recommend that he veto the bill. We lock forward to
working with you to resolve these concerns.

Food and Drug Administratiocon

The Administration strongly opposes the unacceptabkle House-passed
provision that would prohibit FDA from using funds for the testing,
develcpment, or approval of any drug for the chemical inducement of
abortion. The determination of safety and effectiveness is the
cornerstone of the consumer protection established by the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act and must continue to be based on the scientific
evidence available to FDA. Prohibiting FDA from reviewing applications
for particular products could deprive patients of new therapies that are
safer and more effective than those currently approved. Additionally,
this provision could conceivably put women at risk because it might allow
c¢linical trials of such drugs to proceed without FDA supervision.

In addition, the Administration strongly urges Congress to provide the
full $1,251 million in resources to fund the program level proposed for
the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) in the President's budget. The
Administration is deeply disappecinted and concerned that neither the House
nor the Senate has funded the President's request for FDA's tobaccc
enforcement activities. This funding is wvital to the Administration's
plan to reduce youth smoking. Failure thus far to pass comprehensive
tobacco legislation should not prevent the Congress from providing
adequate resources for these critical public health activities.

Food Safety Initiative

The Administration is deeply concerned that neither the House nor the
Senate has fully funded the President's request for Food And Drug
Administration (FDA) and USDA activities to enhance food safety, providing
only $16.8 million and $68.9 million, respectively, of the $96 million the
President has requested for these activities. American consumers enjoy
the world's safest food supply, but too many Americans get sick, and in
some cases die, from preventable food-borne diseases. The President's
initiative would expand food safety research, risk assessment
capabilities, education, surveillance activities, and food import
inspections. The Administration will work with Congress to explore
options to offset the additional cost needed to fully fund the President's
request.

Disaster Assistance
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It is of critical importance that the Federal Government provide
emergency funds to farmers facing the worst agricultural crisis in a
decade. On September 22nd, the Administration submitted its request for
$2.3 billion in emergency assistance, including supplemental crop
insurance indemnity payments, additional farm operating loans, and othér
vitally important programs. In addition to this request, Secretary
Glickman communicated the Administrationl, s support for income assistance
to farmers for low commodity prices through Senators Daschle and Harkin.,s
proposal to remove the cap on marketing loan rates for 1998 crops. This
is clearly the superior approach for providing emergency assistance to
those facing crashing commeodity prices this year. The Administration
strongly urges the Congress to provide sufficient and appropriate
assistance to address this urgent crisis.

Women, Infants, and Children

The President requested a funding increase in the Special Supplemental
Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC), to reflect
inflation adjustments and projected increases in participation. Based on
new data indicating declining food package costs and stable WIC
participation, it now appears that the Senate or lower House funding level
will be sufficient to support the revised 7.4 million year-end
participation level going into FY 1995. We commend the Hecuse and Senate
for their hard work on this issue and if the conferees approve the House
level, we urge that the additional resocurces in the Senate bill be
reallocated to priorities detailed in this letter.

Civil ‘Rights

The President is personally committed to righting any wrongs committed by
USDA employees in years past. Therefore, the Administration strongly
supports the provision passed in both the House and the Senate that waives
the statute of limitations for individuals who have previocusly filed a
discrimination claim against USDA. The Administration prefers the Senate
version because it applies to both USDA farm and hcusing loans.

However, in a number of areas, the House and Senate have reduced funds to
assist the most needy farmers and residents of rural communities. Neither
the House nor the Senate has provided the requested increase for the
Outreach for Socially Disadvantaged Farmers program, which was a key
recommendation of the USDA Civil Rights Action Team (CRAT) report last
year. With the additional $7 million requested, USDA could support 35
projects to assist 10,000 small family farms and stem the decline in the
number of minority farmers and ranchers. We urge the conferees to provide
the full request.

The CRAT report also recommended increasing the amount of farm ownership
loans, a portion of which are targeted to minority and beginning farmers.
The Administration urges the conferees to provide an additional $3 million
requested for this program by the President, which would permit another
290 limited-resource farmers to finance real estate purchases.

Rural Development Funding

The Administration strongly objects to the provision in both bills that
blocks FY 1999 spending in the mandatory Fund for Rural America. The Fund
provides additional resources for rural development and innovative
agricultural research that are vitally needed to improve the quality of
life in rural America and increase the productivity of U.S. farmers.
Congress created the Fund in 1996 to boost the overall Federal investment
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in these activities, not as a source of savings to offset discretionary
spending. Morecover, Congress recently extended the authority for the Fund
and increased its resources. The Administration urges the conferees to
strike this provision.

In addition, the Senate bill does not fully fund the President's request
for the Rural Community Advancement Program (RCAP) , under-funding direct
loans for water and wastewater and for community facilities. These loans
provide the community infrastructure to improve the quality of life of
rural Americans, and they often finance the vital ingredient for
diversifying the rural economy. The Senate bill would fund 35 fewer water
and wastewater facilities, serving 50,000 rural residents, as well as
fewer rural health clinics, police and fire stations, and health care
facilities than the President's request. We urge the conferees to adopt
the House position, but to strike the House language that would limit the
flexibility of USDA to transfer funds among programs, in order to allow
the program to operate as intended and permit resources to be tailored to
meet unique local needs.

Agriculture Research

Both the House and Senate have included over $50 million in unrequested
earmarks for low-priority research while funding competitive grants
through the National Research Initiative (NRI} at $30 million and $35
million, respectively, below the President's request. Rejecting
additional funds for competitive research grants for national and regional
priorities in favor of earmarked grants for local interests fails to
support the highest priority needs of American agriculture and consumers,
and the Administration urges the conferees to reverse this policy. We
also believe that the conferees should reduce the unrequested increases in
the Agricultural Research Service's buildings and facilities program and
redirect these resocurces to higher priority programs.

The Administration strongly objects to the House's elimination of the
$120 million in competitively-awarded research funds authorized in the
Agricultural Research, Extension and Education Reform Act of 1998. These
funds would finance wvital investments in food and agricultural genome
research, food safety and technology, human nutrition, and agricultural
biotechnology. We urge the conferees to support these important research
efforts by restoring funds to the level requested.

Climate Change and Clean Water Initiatives and Conservation Programs

Neither the House nor the Senate has provided the $7 million increase
requested for research to support the Administration's Climate Change
Technology Initiative. These funds would support high-priority research
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions caused by agricultural practices,
develop improved feedstocks that can generate energy, and improve
techniques to convert agricultural products to biofuels. The
Administration urges the conferees to restore funding to the requested
level. '

In addition, neither the House nor the Senate has included the
"Administration's requested increase of $23 million for the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to implement the President's Clean
Water Action Plan to help State and local organizations hire watershed
coordinators, document baseline conditions, and target resources to
farmers requesting assistance. The Plan, developed by USDA and EPA,
outlines a strategy on how to correct water gquality problems, including
polluted run-off, across the Nation. The Administration urges the
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conferees to provide these necessary funds to the NRCS.

The Administration strongly opposes House and Senate actions reducing or
eliminating funding for several key mandatory USDA conservation programs,
including the Environmental Quality Incentives Program, Wetlands Reserve
Program, Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program, and Conservation Farm
Option. These programs are essential for enhanced water quality, wildlife
habitat, and scil conservation on American farms and throughout rural
America and should be adequately funded.

Language Provisions

The Administration strongly objects to the House provision that would
provide funding for research on nutrition preograms within the Economic
Research Service. Research on nutrition programs should occur in the
context of the program's administration, and the Administration urges the
conferees to provide funding for these activities within the Food and
Nutrition Service, as requested and as included in the Senate bill.

The Senate bill purports to prohibit USDA personnel from preparing or
submitting appropriations language regarding unenacted user fees unless
the budget also identifies additional spending reductions should the user
fees proposals not be enacted by an identified time. The Justice
Department advises that this provision would violate the Recommendations
Clause of the Constitution under which Congress can neither require nor
prohibit that the President make legislative or policy recommendations to
Congress. Because the funding restriction would undermine the President's
ability to fulfill his constitutional duty under the Recommendations
Clause, it would be unconstitutional.

The Administration objects to the provision in the House and Senate
versions of the bill that would limit Executive Branch review of USDA
responses to congressional inquiries. The Administration urges the
conferees to delete these provisions.

The Administration objects to a Senate provision that would prohibit the
FDA from consclidating laboratory operations. The proposed consolidation
offers the opportunity for better efficiency and mission coordination, and
it is part of FDA's overall streamlining goals. The Senate provisicon
would force FDA to spend funds on infrastructure that could otherwise be
used more directly to protect public health. The Administration urges the
conferees to drop this provision.

The Administration objects to section 741 of the House-passed bill that
would allow Federally tax-exempt financing in conjunction with rural
multi-family housing guarantees. Guarantees of tax-exempt obligations are
an inefficient way of allocating Federal credit. Assistance to borrowers,
through the tax exemption and the guarantee, provides interest savings to
the borrower that are smaller than the tax revenue loss to the Government,
and the cost to the taxpayer is, therefore, greater than the benefit to
the borrower.

The Administration objects to the addition of Title XI toc the Senate
bill, would amend the alternative-fuel provisions of the Energy Policy Act
of 1992. The amendment makes numercus changes to definitions and
compliance credits, with the nominal intent of increasing demand for
"biodiesel" -- a fuel derived from oil seeds such as rapeseed. The real
effect, however, would be to gut most of the existing alternative-fuel
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requirements and policies. The amendment creates loopholes that would
allow Federal agencies and other fleet operators to ignore, effectively,
most alternative fuels, such as ethanol, natural gas, and electric
vehicles. These loopholes would be easier for Federal agencies to expleoit
than for many private or State fleets. If the Energy Policy Act is to be
amended, such action should be pursued through the energy authorization
committees.

Other Issues

The Administration urges the conferees to provide additional funds for
the farm labor housing program to improve the living conditions of many
farm labor families. The House and Senate levels, $20 million and $16
million, respectively, are more than 35 percent below the Administration’s
request and would result in at least 230 fewer housing units being built
compared with the request. The Administration urges the conferees to
increase funding to assist these needy members of our society.

The House reduces by $10 million and the Senate by $20 million the
President's request for the mandatory Emergency Food Assistance Program
(TEFAP) , which purchases commodities for individuals greatly in need of
assistance. Given reported increases in need for food assistance through
food banks and soup kitchens, the Administration is concerned that this
reduction from the authorized level would mean less food will reach the
most vulnerable Americans. In addition, food rescue and gleaning is a
priority area that deserves additional funding in the USDA budget. The
budget proposes $20 million for this initiative to encourage greater
private sector and community based involvement in food rescue.

Under the 1996 Food Quality and Protection Act, USDA has added
responsibilities to assist EPA with its re-registrations of pesticides and -
to develop new technologies for integrated pest management systems. Both
bills fail to provide the requested additional funding to meet these
urgent needs and, as a result, re-registrations may be based on incomplete
understanding of actual pesticide use and exposure, jeopardizing the
continued viability of current crop production patterns.

The House has provided only $2 millicn of the requested $22 million
increase for the Inspector General as part of the Administration's law
enforcement initiative, and the Senate has not provided any of the
requested funds. The USDA initiative would save taxpayers millions of
dollars lost through fraud in the food and nutrition programs as well as
in USDA disaster, multi-family housing, and other programs. The
initiative would also improve the integrity of many USDA programs. The
Administration urges the conferees to increase funds for this important
initiative.

We look forward to working with the conferees to address our mutual
concerns.

Sincerely,

Jacobk J. Lew
Director
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Identical Letter Sent to The Honorable Bob Livingston,

The Honorable David R. Obey, The Honorable Joseph Skeen,
and The Honorable Marcy Kaptur, The Honorable Ted Stevens,
The Honorable Robert C. Byrd, The Honorable Thad Cochran,
and The Honorable Dale Bumpers

Message Sent
To:

Kevin 8. Moran/WHO/EOPGECQP
John Podesta/WHO/EQOP@EQOP
Maria Echaveste/WHO/EOP@EQCP
Leslie Bernstein/WHO/EOP@EOP
Mindy E. Myers/WHO/EOP@EOP
Martha Foley/WHO/EOP@EOP
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
RADIO ADDRESS ON CANCER
SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA
September 26, 1998

Good moming. Cancer, as everyone knows, is the cruelest of fates; and it strikes nearly
every family. It struck mine, and I lost my mother to this devastating disease. lLosses like these
are the reason why tens of thousands of Americans are coming together today, on the National
Mall in Washington, DC, with one, common purpose: to focus our nation’s attention on cancer.
Gathering today are patients and survivors; families and friends; doctors and Americans from all
walks of life. The Vice President, who has led our administration’s struggle against cancer, will
join their ranks, and will speak about the specific steps we are taking to win that fight.

This morning, I want to talk to you about our overall vision of cancer care and research as
we approach the 21st century. This is a time of striking progress, of stunning breakthroughs.
With unyielding speed, scientists are mapping the very blueprint of human life, and expectations
of the Human Genome Project are being exceeded by the day. We are closing in on the genetic
causes of breast cancer, colon cancer and prostate cancer. New tools for screening and diagnosis
are returning to many patients the promise of a long and healthy life. It is no wonder the
scientists say we are turning the corner in the fight against cancer.

For six years now, my administration has made a top priority of conquering this terrible
disease. We have helped cancer patients to keep health coverage when they change jobs. We
have accelerated the approval of cancer drugs while maintaining safe standards. We have
increased funding for cancer research, and, as part of our balanced budget, strengthened Medicare
to make the screening, prevention and detection of cancer more available and more affordable.

Still, we know that we must never stop searching for the best means of prevention, the
most accurate diagnostic tools, the most effective and humane treatments -- and, someday soon, a
cure. To that end, there are several steps we must take.

First, to build on our remarkable progress, | have proposed an unprecedented multi-year
increase in funding for cancer research. As studies procéed, we must remember that patients, as
much as scientists, have a critical perspective to add to any research program. That is why I am
announcing that all federal cancer research programs will, by next year, fully integrate patients
and advocates into the process of setting research priorities. Next, as we continue to unravel the
genetic secrets of cancer, we must apply that knowledge to the detection of this disease. I am,
therefore, issuing a challenge to the scientific community: to develop, by the year 2000, new
diagnostic techniques for-every major kind of cancer so we catch it at its earliest and often most
treatable stage. Also, we should give more patients access to cutting-edge clinical trials, so they
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-- and researchers -- can get faster results. That is why I am directing the National Cancer
Institute to speed development of a national clinical trials system -- a simple, accessible resource
for health care providers and patients across the nation. Iam also urging Congress to pass my
proposal to cover the costs of those trials for Medicare beneficiaries, who need them most.

Finally, we are fighting against the leading cause of preventable cancer by doing
everything we can to stop kids from smoking. America needs a Congress that has the courage to
finish the job and pass comprehensive tobacco legislation.

New technological tools; new networks of information; new research priorities: all are
part of our overall approach to health care that puts the patient first. On this day, as Americans
renew our national fight against cancer, we do well to remember that we are doing more than
curing a disease. - We are curing the ills that disease may cause -- the stigmas, the myths, the
barriers to quality care. The concerned citizens on the Mall today show that we are overcoming
those barriers, one by one, and at the same time building a stronger and healthier America.

Thank you for listening.
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MEMORANDUM FOR ERSKINE BOWLES

THROUGH: Jack Lew
FROM.: _ Don Arbuckle
SUBIJECT: ‘ Heads Up Memo --EPA’s OTAG SIP Call

On Thursday, EPA will announce its final rule for the Ozone Transport Assessment
Group (OTAG) State Implementation Plan (SIP) Call. The rule will address the interstate
transport of pollutants associated with elevated ozone levels in many of the nation’s major cities.

This initiative was identified as a key next step in the President’s memo of July 16, 1997 to EPA
on the implementation of the revised ambient air quality standard for ozone.

The OTAG SIP Call will require 22 eastern States and the District of Columbia to prepare
State Implementation Plans to obtain substantial additional reductions in NOy emissions in order
to meet EPA-specified State NO budgets. EPA has structured this regulatory initiative to focus
on reductions in the NOy emissions from fossil-fired --especially coal-fired-- electric utility
plants. EPA estimates the rule will impose costs of roughly $1.7 billion per year; electric
utilities would incur costs of $1.4 billion per year. EPA reports estimated benefits for the rule
ranging from one billion to four billion dollars per year. We completed our review Tuesday
evening and the Administrator plans to sign the package (and make a press announcement)
Thursday afternoon.

This is a controversial rulemaking. EPA is using for the first time its authority under
Clean Air Act Section 110 to require States to control emissions that “significantly contribute” to
nonattainment problems in downwind States. Because of the importance of this rule, we expect
that some of the Midwestern and Southern States (e.g., West Virginia, North and South Carolina,
Kentucky) and electric utilities operating in these areas will criticize the rule and challenge it in
Court. We understand that EPA has been reaching out to the Midwestern and Southern
governors and utilities over the last several weeks. They believe that they have succeeded in
tempering the response to the final rule. Some States (Georgia, Tennessee) will support the final
rule while other States in this area will remain neutral. The Northeast States strongly support
the rule.
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PRESIDENT CLINTON AND VICE PRESIDENT GORE ANNOUNCE HISTORIC EFFORTS
TO RENEW THE WAR ON CANCER
September 26, 1998

Today, the President and Vice President launched a new series of initiatives to redouble our efforts in the
war against cancer. The President outlined these new steps in his weekly radio address on cancer and the
Vice President delivered the keynote speech to tens of thousands of Americans at the March to Conquer
Cancer on the National Mall. They announced a series of initiatives to step efforts to renew the war on
cancer, including:

ADVANCING COMMITMENT TO HIGH QUALITY RESEARCH

Called on the Congress to pass the President’s historic multi-year commitment to cancer
research. While scientists have made important strides in cancer,experts believe that we are at the
cusp of important new breakthroughs in the war against cancer. Today, the President and Vice
President called on Congress to pass the Administration’s historic five-year, 65 percent increase in
cancer research at the National Institutes of Health, as an important down payment. This
multi-year investment would assure that our nation’s scientists can conduct more extensive and
fruitful research, secure in the knowledge that the research will not be counterproductive and
inefficiently interrupted as a result of funding lapses.

Announced that Federal cancer research programs will fully integrate patients and
advocates into their research and agenda setting process within a year. Cancer advocates
and patients provide a unique and critical perspective to setting the cancer research agenda.
Building on unprecedented efforts to integrate patients in the Department of Defense cancer
research program and ongoing innovative efforts at NCI, the President and Vice President
announced that by next year patients and advocates will be fully integrated activities such as
reviewing grant proposals and planning policy at NCIL.

USING NEW PROGRESS IN GENETICS TO ADVANCE PREVENTION AND TREATMENT
FOR CANCER

Announced that, in the first year of the Cancer Genome Anatomy Project (CGAP), scientists
have identified twice as many genes and gene sequences as expected. In 1996, the Vice

~ President unveiled the CGAP, a comprehensive effort to profile genes in precancerous and
cancerous cells, making it possible to unravel the genetics of cancer, The President and Vice
President announced that in the first year of this historic effort, the project has already identified
more than 300,000 DNA sequences and 12,000 new genes, doubling initial expectations by the
NCL

Issued historic challenge to scientists to use the CGAP to develop new diagnostic techniques
for every major cancer in the next two years. Efforts to unravel the genetics of cancer should
be used to make unprecedented progress in improving detection and treatment for cancer patients.
The President and the Vice President issued a challenge to scientists to use new knowledge about
genetics to develop new diagnostic strategies for major cancers in the next two years, so that
doctors can pinpoint cancers in their earliest and often most treatable stages.

Challenged Congress to pass bipartisan legislation preventing genetic discrimination.
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According to one report, 63 percent of Americans would not take a genetic test if their health
insurers or employers could get access to the results, The President and Vice President renewed
their call for Congress to pass bipartisan legislation, similar to legislation introduced by Rep.
Slaughter and Senator Snowe, to prohibit health plans and employers from using genetic
screening to discriminate against individuals.

APPLY AND EXPEDITE THE NUMBER OF RESEARCH BREAKTHROUGHS BY
INCREASING THE NUMBER OF PATIENTS ENROLLED IN NEW NATIONAL CLINICAL
TRIALS SYSTEM.

Directed NCI to fully operationalize its new computer-based clinical trials system for breast,
prostate, and colon cancers by next spring. The President and the Vice President directed NCI
to fully implement the new system to better enable physicians to enroll patients in trials. He
directed them to complete this system for breast, colon and prostate cancer by next spring and to
expedite this simplified system for other cancers as well. This historic effort will ensure that
physicians are informed about cutting edge cancer clinical trials and will allow them to enroll
patients on the spot. This effort will gives tens of thousands of cancer patients improved access
cutting edge cancer clinical trials and also speed up answers on the efficacy of new treatments.

Challenged Congress to pass a bipartisan initiative that authorizes coverage of cancer
clinical trials for Medicare beneficiaries. Americans over the age of 65 make up half of all
cancer patients, and are 10 times more likely to get cancer than younger Americans. However,
older Americans frequently cannot participate in cutting edge cancer clinical trials because
Medicare does not pay for patient costs for cancer clinical trials. The President and Vice
President renewed the call on Congress to pass a proposal, similar to legislation supported by
Senators Mack and Rockefeller, that authorizes coverage of clinical trials for Medicare
beneficiaries without harming the Trust Fund.

NEW STEPS TO IMPROVE QUALITY OF CARE FOR CANCER PATIENTS AND
SURVIVORS

Renewed call on Congress to pass a strong enforceable bipartisan patients’ bill of rights that
would assure cancer patients high quality care. The President and the Vice President urged
Congress to stop delaying and pass a strong enforceable patients’ bill of rights. The patients’ bill of
rights would provide many critical protections for patients with cancer including access to the
specialists they need and continuity of care protections that prevents patients from having abrupt
changes in care in the middle of treatment.

Unveiled groundbreaking research grants to examine how to prevent cancer recurrence,
understand the lifelong impact of cancer treatment, and other quality of life issues for cancer
survivors. The Vice President announced that the NCI is releasing $15 million in new cancer
survivorship grants to fund top-of-the-line research to examine the impact of this disease on
patients and their families. Specifically, researchers will examine the long-term effects of
treatments, how to prevent reoccurrence, the impact of cancer on families, and new strategies to
improve the quality of life for cancer survivors and their families.

APPROVING NEW CUTTING EDGE DRUGS THAT PATIENESt@RNACGESSment System
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Announced that FDA has approved a record number of cancer drugs and that cancer
patients and their advocates are fully integrated in the FDA. 1In 1996, the President launched
the FDA Initiative on Reinventing the Regulation of Cancer Drugs. Since that time, the FDA
Division of Oncology Drug Products has approved more than twice as many new therapies as in
the three years prior to the initiative.

Urged Congress to confirm Jane Henney, the first woman oncologist nominated as FDA
Commissioner. The President and Vice President urged the Senate not to adjourn without
confirming Dr. Jane Henney, the first woman oncologist to be nominated as FDA Commissioner.

USING NEW TECHNOLOGICAL APPROACHES TO FIGHT CANCER

Issued nationwide challenge for new technological approaches to fight cancer. Winning the
war against cancer requires innovative, out-of-the-box approaches that have never been considered
to prevent, detect, treat, and one day cure this disease. Today, the Director of NCI is issuing an
$48 million challenge to utilize new technologies, ranging from military defense to interplanetary
probes to engineering to computer technology, to prevent, detect, and treat cancer,

URGING CONGRESS TO PASS COMPREHENSIVE TOBACCO LEGISLATION
The President and Vice President are fighting against the leading cause of preventable

cancer -- tobacco. Today they reminded Americans that they need a Congress that has the
courage to pass comprehensive tobacco legislation to stop kids from smoking .
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BR, et.al.:

I guess Michael didn't want to budge on any of this stuff yet, so OMB has
asked DOJ not to get into it at their meeting tomorrow...jc3
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Subject: Brady Act

BR:

I think it makes sense to have DOJ try and get the records piece fixed.
The fee is still a gocd battle -- arguably a better battle. However, we
should still try and get a freebie federal page article on the fee/records
issue before the a conference report comes out. Tom: what do we need for
you to get your pals to get this done?
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To: Michael Deich/OMB/EOP, Jose Cerda III/0PD/EOP .
cc: Kenneth L. Schwartz/OMB/EOP, theodore wartell/omb/eop, patricia e.
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romani/omb/eop, Edward H. Chase/OMB/EOP
Subject: Brady Act

I spoke to Colgate and he understands ocur position on the fee issue. He
is asking for guidance on the records retention issue however.

The current Brady act allows the government to retain records for up to 18
months and DOJ has written the software in the insta-check system to do
this. The Appropriations language would reduce the records retention to
24 hours. If this is enacted, it will take DOJ 6-9 months to reprogram
the system and effectively delay implementation of the insta-check

system. Justice would like to try to negotiate with the appropriators on
the records retention issue and get them to agree to retaining the records
for 6 months instead of 18 menths. Revising the software for a 6 month
retention period would not delay the implementation of the insta-check
system.

The problem with negotiating and fixing the records retention issue is
that we will be making the appropriations better and therefore harder to
oppose. Not fixing the records retention issue could potentially delay
implementation of insta check and make the Administration's opposition
stronger.

Colgate would like guidance on whether they can negotiate with the
appropriators on the records retention issue. He and AG have a meeting
with Mollohan tomorrow morning at 10:00 on appropriations issues in
general.
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