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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

-" 
; \ , July 25,1997 

~EMORANDUM FOR THE P~DENT 
FROM: . , 

SUBJECT: 

Bruce Reed 
Elena KaganB<--

DPC Weekly Report 

THE PRESIDENT HAS S~E~ 
'7-'3/-'17 

~ ~g.a.:;).~ g~ 

f= G-006 - d.-j 

1. Tobacco Update: As part of our outreach effort, we met with research scientists, state 
public health officials, and experts in "counter-advertising" this week. We also briefed the 
Democratic House tobacco task force, chaired by Vic Fazio. At this meeting, Rep. Baesler (D-KY) 
urged us to convene Democratic members from tobacco-growing states to discuss growers' issues; 
we plan to host such a meeting at the White House next week with Secretary Glickman. We will 
also meet next week with Republican and Democratic members of the Senate Labor Committee and 
with the Senate Republican leadership. 

On Thursday, you are scheduled to sign an executive order assuring a smoke-free federal 
workplace. The order requires agencies to prohibit smoking inside federal buildings, except in 

. designated ar~as separately ventilated to the outside. Over 10 federal agencies are already smoke
free, but many agencies, including the Department of Defense, will have to change current policies 
substantially to comply\vith the order. 

We hope to meet with you late this week or ~arly next to review some of the important issues 
that the settlement raises and to discuss h0W best to proceed. 

2. Crime -- Juvenile Justice Bi11: The Senate Judiciary Committee reported out the juvenile 
justice bill by a vote of 12-6 on Thursday. Senators Feinstein and Torricellijoined the Committee's 
Republicans in supporting the legislation. The Committee improved the bill during mark-up by 
adding a provision to separate juveniles and adults iH,-~a!"cerated in the federal system, providing 
some guaranteed fimds for crime prevention programs, and allowing states to use the ftmds set aside 

. for prosecutors to support ~ourt-based programs like Boston's Operation Night Light. But the bill 
still does not contain some of Dill key priorities: guaranteed funding for after-school programs, 
additional fimding for prosecutors and <.:ourt-based programs, a gun han for violent juveniles. and 
a child safety lock provision. The legislation is not expected to go to the Senate floor before 
October. 

3. Crime -- Brady Law: The Arkansas Attorney General issued a statement on Thursday 
making clear that state law permits law enforcement officers to do Brady background checks. 
Arkansas' about-face leaves Ohio as the only state in the country to have accepted the NRA's 
argument that state law prohibits law enforcement officers from domg Brady checks. Justice and 

PHOTOCOPY wwc HANDWRITING 



THE PRESIDENT lllAS' SEEN 
7-s l -Q7 

2 

Treasury officials are attempting to persuade the Ohio Attorney General's office to reverse this 
policy. 

4. Drugs -- Household Survey: The HHS 1996 Household Survey on drug abuse, which 
HHS will issue with the next couple of weeks, offers mixed news about drug use. The survey shows: 

• Overall drug use neither increased nor decreased significantly. About 13 million people, or 
6.1 % of the population, currently use drugs. Most are marijuana users -- 10.1 million people, 
or 4.7% of the population. 

• The steady increase in marijuana use by 12-17 year olds that has occurred since 1992 stopped 
this year, with a slight (though statistically insignificant) downturn. But marijuana use by 18-
25 year olds increased slightly. 

~eroin use increased, particularly among people under the age 0125. There were a record 
number of new heroin users (141,000) last year. 

';:... 'Cocaine use is showing signs of coming back, with cocaine use increasing slightly for the 
-""J first time since 1992 -- including among 12-17 year olds. 

Because the Household Survey measures drug use in America's households, rather than in the entire 
population, the survey misses some groups of people -- for example, homeless persons and prisoners 
-- with high rates of drug use. 

,j, .... . 
5. Drugs - Crack Study: The National Institute of Justice is set to release data on crack use 

~ In 24 cities. The report finds that crack use decreased substantially -- by at least 10 percent -- in 10 
~fthe cities; that crack use decreased among juveniles in another seven of the cities, which suggests 

that declines in the overall rate are forthcoming; that crack use held steady at high levels in five of 
the cities; and that crack use held steady at low levels in the remaining two cities. 

6. Welfare -- Report on LEAP: The Manpower Demonstration Research Corp., an 
organization that designs and evaluates welfare programs, just released updated findings on Ohio's 
LEAP program. LEAP is a mandatory program for teen parents that provides child care, 
transportation, and counseling to participants,'and cuts cash benefits if they fail to attend school. 

. The study found that LEAP had some success in increasing school attendance and employment and 
reducing AFDC receipt. But LEAP had little impact on teens who had dropped out of school before 
entering the program. The program neither induced these teens to return to school nor raised 
employment rates. One program administrator noted that the state's experience showed that "it is 
really important to get to teens as soon as possible after they have a child to help them avoid 
dropping out of school." 

7. Education -- Vocational Education Bill: The Perkins vocational education 
reauthorization bill passed the House this week by a vote of 414 to 12. Democrats and 
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Republicans reached a compromise on an in-state funding formula and other provisions that 
target additional funds to low-income and urban areas, thus avoiding a partisan final vote. The 
most contentious issue on the floor was an amendment by Rep. Mink (defeated 214-207) that 
would have required each state to have a sex equity coordinator and to maintain funding levels 
for programs serving single parents, single pregnant women, and displaced homemakers. As 
passed, the bill would achieve several administration goals, including the consolidation of 
numerous existing set-asides into a flexible state grant. The Department of Education, however, 
would like even greater targeting of funds, as well as stronger accountability mechanisms. The 
Department hopes to address these issues in the Senate. 
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