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1. Education -- Charter Schools Legislation: The Senate approved bipartisan 
charter schools legislation on Thursday by voice vote, and we expect the House to pass the 
identical bill prior to adjourning. As you know, the bill (which we had a substantial hand in 
drafting) would amend the federal charter school grant program to (1) encourage states to 
issue more charters; (2) give charter schools greater flexibility while ensuring that they meet 
performance goals; (3) provide for charter schools to receive their fair share of funding from 
federal education programs; and (4) promote ways for high-performing charter schools to 
help revitalize other public schools. 

2. Education -- Vocational Education Legislation: Congress passed the Carl D. 
Perkins vocational education reauthorization bill on Thursday. The bill is the third and final 
piece of legislation -- following the workforce investment act and adult education act -­
carryiI).g out your "G.1. Bill for Workers" proposal. The bill consolidates numerous existing 
programs and set-asides into a single grant to states that combines flexibility with strong 
accountability mechanisms. Consistent with your general approach on education issues, the 
bill focuses on ensuring that students meet high standards (both technical and academic) by 
requiring states to develop a standards-based plan and to use their new funds to implement 
it. In addition, the bill specifically allows vocational education funds to support School-to­
Work and "Tech-Prep" activities. 

3. Education/Crime -- White House Conference on School Safety: You are 
scheduled to host the White House Conference on School Safety on Thursday. Other 
participants in the Conference include the Vice President, the First Lady, Mrs. Gore, experts 
in education and youth violence, community leaders, teachers, parents, and students. The 
conference will be downlinked by satellite to almost 600 locations -- including Jonesboro, 
Paducah, Pearl, and Springfield -- and will be cybercast over the Internet. 

In addition to releasing the first Annual Report on School Safety, you can announce 
at the Conference: (1) a plan to create a Federal School Crisis Response team, which will 
assist local communities in much the same way that FEMA assists communities in response 
to natural disasters; (2) a plan to overhaul the Safe and Drug-Free Schools program so that· 
it targets funds to communities with the greatest need, rewards the use of proven practices, 
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and requires schools to provide school safety report cards to parents and the public; (3) a 
set of grants totaling $60 million to provide 2,000 school safety officers to schools with 
serious crime problems; (4) a commitment to trace all fIrearms recovered in schools to their 
sources; (5) a demonstration program, with coordinated funding from the Departments of 
Education, Justice, and HHS, to help schools, law enforcement, mental health agencies, and 
community groups to develop and implement coordinated, community-based efforts to 
address school safety and youth violence problems; (6) a commitment by four retailers (K­
Mart, Walmart, E>ockerslLevi Strauss, and JC Penney) to give back a percentage of their 
profits from the sale of school uniforms to schools to develop comprehensive school safety 
plans; and (7) a year-long public awareness campaign by MTV focusing on the problems of 
and solutions to school and youth violence. 

4. Children and FamilieslWelfare Reform -- Human Services Act: Congress 
passed the Human Services Reauthorization Act on Thursday. The bill reauthorizes Head 
Start (with a number of improvements we recommended), as well as LIHEAP and the 
Community Services Block Grant. Perhaps even more notably, the bill also includes the 
first-ever authorization for individual development accounts, which you long have promoted 
as a critical component of comprehensive welfare reform. 

5. HousinglWelfare Reform -- Welfare-to-Work Housing Vouchers: Congress 
approved in the V AlHUD appropriations bill your full request for 50,000 welfare-to-work 
housing vouchers. These new housing vouchers are the first ever to be linked to welfare 
reform, which is probably why Congress approved them. (prior to this action, Congress had 

, , not approved a real increase in housing vouchers for four years.) The new vouchers present· . 
an exciting opportunity to improve how local welfare, employment, and housing agencies 
work together. We are working with HUD on ways to highlight the availability ofthese new 
vouchers. 

6. Welfare Reform -- Welfare-to-Work Partnership Survey: The Welfare-to­
Work Partnership'S second annual survey of businesses, released last week, shows 
continuing success in the employment of welfare recipients and some remaining challenges. 
The survey shows that welfare recipients hired by Partnership companies earned an average 
starting wage of $7.20 per hour, which is comparable to other entry level hires. About 76 
percent of these recipients held full-time positions and 24 percent held part-time jobs, which 
also is comparable to non-welfare entry-level hires. Perhaps most striking, the Partnership 
companies promoted former welfare recipients at a significantly higher rate than is usual for 
non-welfare entry-level hires. According to the survey, the companies reported child care 
and transportation as significant barriers to hiring and retaining welfare recipients, but only 
about one-third offered services to overcome these barriers. The survey also found that non­
Partnership companies are hiring former welfare recipients at an active rate: one-quarter had 
hired someone off welfare in 1997 and one-third expected to hire someone in 1998. 
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7. Tobacco-- CDC Report on Youth Smoking: The Center for Disease Control 
released a study on Thursday showing that between 1988 and 1996, the number of children 
who become regular smokers increased by 73 percent. This increase resulted in an additional 
1.5 million children becoming regular smokers over the eight year period. The study also 
showed that in 1996 alone, 1.8 million Americans became regular smokers, of whom 66 
percent, or 1.2 million, were under the age of18. This means that in 1996, about 3300 young 
people became regular smokers each day; as you know, about one-third will die early as a 
result. 


