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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

'" November 24,1998 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ~IDENT 
FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Bruce Reed 
Elena Kagan 

DPC Weekly Report 

~ur~. 
~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

"IW ea high standards -- for example, to develop academic standards, update curriculum 
~ frameworks, provid"1; professional development, and support technology acquisition and 

training. The GAO also reported that most state and local officials believe that the funding 
design in Goals 2000 is sufficiently flexible, and that many fear that proposals to fold Goals 
2000 into a block grant will lead to a reduction in overall federal support of education reform.-

2. Education -- Class Size Implementation: After consulting with governors, 
mayors, state and local education officials, and members of Congress, the DPC and 

""Department of Education have decided'to'issue guidance within the next month on the use of - '. 
class size reduction funds. The guidance will give communities maximum flexibility in using 
the funds so that they can sensibly deal with local conditions, such as a scarcity of classroom 
facilities or qualified teachers. At the same time, the guidance will ensure that the states and 
school districts focus on our goal of reducing class size in the early grades and hire a critical 

~ 
mass of new teachers for the next school year. In issuing this guidance, we are rejecting the 

(recommendation of Congressman Goodling to forego all federal guidance until Congress 
determines whether to extend the class size initiative beyond the next fiscal year. We have 
told Goodling that the guidance will spell out both the current funding commitment and our 
intent to seek its extension. 

3. Education - Rand Study of State Education Reforms: The National Education 
Goals Panel last week released a study it commissioned from the Rand Corporation on 
education reform strategies in North Carolina and Texas. The Panel selected these two states 
because of their strong records of improving student achievement· they had the largest average 
gains on NAEP reading and math assessments from 1 992-1.99,§., comparable gains on state 
achievement tests, and particular success among minority students. The study attributed 
success in these states to the kinds of education reform strategies that you have promoted. The 
study particularly noted the states' efforts to (1) set clear and demanding.. grade-by-grad~ 
academic standards for all students. (2) measure students against these standards each year, 
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rewarding success and intervening in low-
ools WI 

4. Education -- ESEA Reauthorization: We are working with the Education 
Department to develop an ESEA reauthorization proposal for transmission to Congress in the 
first few months of next year. We are trying to ensure that the proposal maintains a strong 
focus on helping 'students reach high standards and that it improves on current law by more 
effectively ensuring that program funds support best practices, providing stronger 
accountability for results, and more vigorously promoting public school choice. As part of this 
standards-based effort, the proposal will place greater emphasis than does current law on 
improving the quality of teaching, especially in high-poverty schools. We are also working 
to ensure that positions you previously have taken on strengthening bilingual education and 
the Safe and Drug Free Schools Program are fully incorporated into the reauthorization 
proposal. The Department is currently behind schedule in formulating its proposals, but we 
hope to make all major policy decisions by Christmas. 

5. Children and Families -- Adoption Registry: You and the First Lady will take 
part in an event on Tuesday to celebrate National Adoption Month, at which you will release 
an executive directive to HHS to expand the use of the Internet as a tool to find adoptive 
homes for the 100,000 children waiting in foster care for adoption. Under the directive, 
Secretary Shalala will report back to you in 60 days with a plan to develop this national 
Internet registry. The White House event will also serve as the venue for D. C. Adoption 
Day;' an annual eveht in which 'the D:C.Superior Court finalizes'anumber"of adoptions. ' 
About 20 new adoptive families from D. C. will attend the event. 

6. Children and Families -- Violence Against Women: The National Institute of 
Justice and the Centers for Disease Control released a report on Tuesday showing disturbing 
rates of violence against women. The report found that 52 percent of women surveyed had 
been physically assaulted in their lifetime, with physical assault defined to include behaviors 
ranging from slapping and hitting to the use of a gun. This finding suggests that about two 
million women are physically assaulted annually in the United States. In addition, 18 percent 
of women surveyed said that someone had raped or attempted to rape them; of these women, 
54 percent were under 17 years old when the rape attack occurred. Finally, the survey found 
that violence against women is primarily partner violence: of women who were raped or 
physically assaulted after the age of 18, more than 75 percent suffered at the hands of a date, 
cohabiting partner, or current or former husband. 

7. He'alth -- Massachusetts HMOs: After HHS allowed Massachusetts HM9s 
partjcipating in the Medicare program to revise their benefit pac~ges (in response to Senator 

(

Kennedy's request and in order to prevent withdrawals from the program), the plans all chose 
to provide limited prescription drug benefits, with maximum payout provisions of between 
$300 and $800. As you recall, all but one of the HMOs had announced that they would 
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provide comprehensive drug benefits if the remaining HMO -- the Harvard Community Health 
Plan -- agreed to go along; Harvard, however, refused this offer, and all plans then decided to 
offer only a limited drug benefit. Although the HMOs are taking a public relations beating, 
they probably will hold to-this position. Perhaps surprisingly, no one is criticizing HHS's 
decision to allow the plans to modify their benefit packages; apparently, most people 
understand that without this action, plans would have withdrawn entirely from the Medicare 
program. 

8. Health -- Embryonic Stem Cell Research: Your National Bioethics Advisory 
Commission (NBAC) responded on Friday to your request that it consider the ethical, medical, 
and legal concerns arising from the fusion of a human cell with a cow egg. The letter stated 
that any attempt to create a child through this technique would raise "profound ethical 
concerns" and should not be permitted. It also expressed ethical concerns about the technique 
if it results in a human embryo, even if there is no attempt to bring that embryo to term. The 
letter suggested, however, that if the technique does not produce a human embryo, ethical 
concerns are at a minimum. The letter said that there is insufficient scientific information 
currently available to determine whether this technique in fact produces a human embryo. We 
and Neil Lane are drafting a separate memo to you to explain more fully NBAC's opinion. 


