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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Health Care 

Bruce Reed 
Elena Kagan 

DPC October Event Ideas 

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 
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Long-Term Care: If Democrats decide to introduce an alternative tax bill, we could do an even 
(either before or concurrent with the Democratic unveiling) that highlights the President's long
term care initiative. The President's proposal would provide for a $500-$1,000 tax credit to 
people with long-term care needs or their caregivers. It would cost about $5 billion over 5 year 
and help about 2.2 million people. At the same time, the President could call for the Federal 
Employees Health Benefit plan to offer long-term care insurance to federal employees. OPM 4 

. estimates that 300,000 people would buy these policies. ~ 

""" Work Incentives and Health Care for People with Disabilities: Within a week, we will know ~~' 
"-<vhether the Senate will vote on the Jeffords-Kennedy Work Incentives Improvement Act -- the ~ 

~ 
disability,community's top health priority -- this year. lfthe bill does come to· a vote, we could ,. l" "".; 
do a strong event with the disability and AIDS communities emphasizing our involvement in V 
developing the bill and calling on the Senate to pass it. We also could announce the approval o~ 
four states for the new "date certain" grant program. This initiative (long sought by the disability 
community) gives states the ability to use Medicaid funds to offer a time-limited opportunity for 
institutionalized disabled persons to return to their communities to receive the long-term care 
services they need. The disabilities community views the program as an important step in 
moving Medicaid away from its historic bias toward institutionalizing the chronically ill. 

~ ~hildren's Health: October is the first anniversary of the effective date of the Children's 

~
fj 'tealth Insurance Program (CHIP), and October 5 is Child Health Day. We could release the first 

annual report on states' progress in implementing CHIP, which is expected to coincide with a 
sufficient number of state approvals to cover 2.5 million kids. At this event, we would launch 
phase one of our children's health outreach campaign with NGA, which includes new radio ads 
in 10 states (set to begin October 1) targeted to parents of uninsured children eligible for CHIP or 
Medicaid. We also are trying to get a commitment from Americorps to participate in signing 
families up for Medicaid and CHIP on the local level. 

Patients' Bill of Rights: We would like to do at least one more patients' bill of rights event, 
preferably on the road, prior to the election. We might want to do a kind of wrap-up event, now 
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that we have just about finished applying the bill of rights to federal health plans, toting up ~ 
everything we have done by executive action (i.e., how many people covered) and comparing ~'} 
to what Congress has accomplished (i.e., nothing). The AFL-CIO (per Jerry Shea) strongly 

favors this event. ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Cancer Event(s): In addition to the September 26 Cancer March (and the President's possible 
involvement through a radio address), October is National Breast Cancer Awareness month. It is 
also the fifth anniversary of the President's launching of the National Action Plan on Breast ~ 
Cancer. We have tentatively scheduled October 21 for an event with the First Lady to (1) release 
a new report on the progress the Administration has made in the fight against breast cancer, and ~ 
(2) highlight a new information outreach and screening campaign focused on underserved ct? ~ 
minorities. Because of the President's strong cancer record, as well as his desire to underscore ~ ¥ 
O1:r commitment to ending health disparities among races, the President might want to participate va. 
in.this event. ~ 

Elder Abuse: See Crime section of this memo. ~ 
. Education. ~~(M ~ 

~eptember Grants: The Education Department Lll ~un~ p~ SePtember~ 

f
' technology grants ($30 million to 17 states); (2) cK~er school grants ($60 million to 20 states); 

(3) safe and drug free school grants ($5 million for model school partnerships and universities); 
and (4)..§chool-to-work grants ($40 million to urban and rural communities, which must be given 

.r:-'~-" [\. on September 30). We cantr.y to combine.as,many of these. grants. as possiblejnto a single eyent,.,,, . "v, ,."., )~~ ~ . 
~ perhaps in Chicago. 

~~~tential Bill Signings: (1) The Higher Education Act is virtually certain to pass this session, 

~c 
~I 

though the timing is uncertain. It is likely to contain provisions to reduce student loan interest 
rates, as well as programs based on our High ffopes and Teacher Recruitment and Preparation 
proposals. (2) Prospects for passing the charter schools legislation are decent, though hardly 
guaranteed. (3) Ditto the prospects for passing an early literacy bill. 

~~fe Schools Conference: On October 15, the President will host a White House Conference on 
School Safety and take the following actions: (1) release the first annual report on school safety, 

, including school crime data, information on model safe schools, and recommended action steps 
for parents and teachers; (2) unveil a proposal to reform the Safe and Drug Free Schools program 
and call for additional funds in the FY 2000 budget; (3) announce a new FEMA-like program of 
a~istance for communities that have experienced school-related violence; (4) launch new 
comprehensive school safety grants that will bring together disparate streams of funding from the 
Departments of Justice, Education, and Health and Human Services; and (5) start a partnership 
with MTV on school safety, which includes a year ofPSAs. 
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eptember COPS Grants: The President could announce in late September $370 million in 
grants to hire or redeploy 11,500 more police officers. This announcement would include $100 
million for Los Angeles to hire 700 new police officers, $70 million for the rest of California to 
hire 800 new officers, and $200 million for COPS MORE grants to allow police departments in 

mmunities across the nation to redeploy more than 10,000 officers. 

3 

Ider Abuse and Fraud: The President could take several actions to combat elder abuse and 
fraud, including: (1) releasing the preliminary findings of an HHS study on elder abuse; (2) 
creating a new national center on elder abuse; (3) calling on Congress to reauthorize the Older 
Americans' Act, which includes services to help older Americans at risk for abuse; (4) launching 
a new partnership between the Justice Department and AARP to create Elder Fraud Prevention 
Teams (EFPTs) in four cities (Miami, Phoenix, San Diego, and Seattle); (5) releasing roughly $3 
million in Justice Department grants to combat fraud against the elderly (by September 30); and 
(6) posting new information on telemarketing fraud on the Department of Justice Web site. 

TOP COPS Legislation: The President. could sign legislation to expand educational benefits for 
the children of slain local law enforcement officers at the NAPO TOP COPS event on October 9, (J." 
assuming the legislation is passed in time. The President endorsed this proposal at last year's",",,) ~ 
TOP COPS event. The bill has passed the Senate and is waiting for a floor vote in the House. ~ ~ 

~997 FBI Crime Statistics: Coinciding with the October 18 release of the final 1997 FBI ~.~ 
. ,~O' Uniform ~eporL:,-.which.will continue to showJarge decreases incrimerthePresiden.t.~.ould, ~\;..:.~oz'-~:\.' ' .. , 
~ give a major policy speech on how this Administration's efforts have helped to fuel the longest ~ . 

sustained drop in violent crime in nearly 40 years. The speech would commemorate the fourth A 
anniversary of the landmark 1994 Crime Act; highlight the crime policies, including signature 
initiatives such as COPS, that have helped to change the nation's approach to crime; and begin to 
make the case for new crime proposals that will be included in the State of the Union and FY 
2000 budget. 

Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative: Anytime <:\fter October 23, the President could: (1) 
release the second annual report on the Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative (YCGII), which 
will provide new ATF data on guns used in crimes in 27 cities; (2) announce the availability of 
new funds to hire new ATF agents to investigate gun trafficking in these 27 cities; and (3) 
propose a dramatic expansion of this initiative in the FY 2000 budget to all major cities (i.e., the 
65-70 cities with popUlations of 250,000 or more), which would cost about $30 million (pending 
OMB's approval). Additionally, because w ect the YCGII report to make a strong case for 
cracking down on "straw purchasers" an s 0 ,.we are considering whether the President 
should announce his support for legislation requrmg background checks for all secondary 
market gun purchases. ~ t . 

~~ 
~ l . 
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Children and Families 

Head Start Reauthorization Bill: The President should have the opportunity to sign a Hea~d 
Start Rea, uthorization bill this year. A bill signing could highlight the how the Administration ~v ~ r 
has (1) significantly increased Head Start participation; (2) dramatically improved program ~ 

quality; and (3) created Early Head Start for infants and toddlers. 

Quality Child Care for Federal Employees Act: The President may get an opportunity to sign 
the Quality Child Care for Federal Employees Act, which makes important improvements to 
federally-sponsored child care by building on an executive memorandum that the President 
issued in March 1998. (Congress, however, might add this measure to an appropriations bill.) 
We could announce new CCDBG data (see just below) at this signing. 

New Child Care Data. The President could announce new data of the number of children 
served with child care assistance through the Child Care and Development Block Grant 
(CCDBG). This data will point to the need for increased investment in the block grant; we 
expect the data to indicate that we are serving approximately 1.8 million children of the 10 
million eligible for assistance. This is the first data to examine the CCDBG created by welfare 
reform in 1996 (when four child care assistance programs were consolidated). 

CEO Roundtable Discussion on WorklFamily Issues: The President could host a meeting of 
CEOs to discuss "family-friendly" workplace practice!! that meet the needs of the nation's ~ 
changing workforce. The President could release a new CEA report, if it is ready, on Families 

, .• , ...... ~, . and the ~hanging Labor Market. Additionally., the President couidsignaisupport forthe design. ' ..... ,' , . ,'N" •• 

of a paid parental leave program (policy development process required). This meeting would . 
build on the work of the Treasury Child Care Working Group, run by Secretary Rubin. 

Welfare 

National Child Support Case Registry: HHS is almost ready to put in place a new national 
database of child support cases, called a Federal Case Registry. This database will make it easier 
to locate deadbeat parents, especially if they have moved to a different state; HHS will check the 
Registry daily against an existing database of new employees; when it finds a match, it will 
report the information to the state, which then will arrange to gamish the wages of the delinquent 

, parent. The registry was proposed by the President in 1994 and enacted as part of the 1996 
welfare reform law. States will begin to submit their case data to HHS on October 1; HHS 
expects to have 30 states in its system by the end of October and 40 states by the end of the year. 
We could unveil the new registry anytime in October. 

/ 
Wor,k Participation Rates and Other Statistics: In late October, the President could visit aJ t;; 
welfare-to-work program and announce (I) new state work participation rates, showing that ..::frt 
almost all states are meeting the welfare law's single-parent requirements, but some are failing \,t;; ~ 
meet the law's separate two-par~nt requirement; (2) new caseload data showing continuing ~ 
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declines; and (3) new data on the number of people who were on welfare in 1997 and working in 
March 1998. 

Tobacco 

OSHA Rule: The President could sign an Executive Order directing OSHA to issue within one 
year a standard establishing a smoke-free workplace for all private sector employees. OSHA has 
been working since 1991 on a standard regulating all indoor air pollutants (including but not 
limited to environmental tobacco smoke), but is years away from completing the standard, 
principally because there is scanty scientific evidence to justify the regulation of certain non-ETS 
pollutants. If the President ordered a separate standard only on ETS, OSHA believes it could 
complete the work within a year. The resulting standard would be similar to the August 1997 
Executive Order banning smoking in federal buildings. 

Counteradvertising: In an event focusing on counteradvertising, the President could direct HHS 
to: (1) designate the CDC's Media Campaign Resource Center as a National Clearinghouse on 
Tobacco Counteradvertising; (2) collect and disseminate a package of the top-10 advertisements 
for preventing youth smoking, and make these available to states and organizations for television 
placement free of charge; and (3) make effective anti-tobacco curriculum available to every 
school. Supermodel Christy Turlington and the musical group "Boyz II Men" have made PSAs 
that would be among the top-10 package, and we could invite them to participate in the event. 

Department of Defense Anti-Tobacco Plan: The President could help unveil the DOD's new 
.. ,' -, compreh!;msive anti-tobacco-plan .... This,plan includes: health plan coverage of over-,the,.counter,,, ~.'> '.'. "'" ._'.A,·'" 

nicotine replacement therapies; an extensive counteradvertising campaign; and the incorporation 
of anti-tobacco messages into military education and training programs. The total cost is about 
$60 million. The Secretary of Defense and/or Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff could join 
the President. 

Food Safety 

~.~ Salmonella and Research: The President could announce a preliminary USDA study showing 

. 

tha~ salmonella risks have declined by almost 50 percent in ch~cken and almost ~O. perc~nt in. 
swme, largely because of the HACCP program. Ai the same tIme, he could partICIpate m a kmd 
of "show and tell" event demonstrating the importance of research to food safety, showing for 
example how federal research has led to technologies dr<lmatically reducing salmonella in 
chicken and e-coli in cows. 

Service 

Americorps lOO,OOOth Member Event: CNS is planning national service events in Washington 
and around the country on October 23 to celebrate the swearing-in of the 100,000th Americorp 
member. At this event (or at some other time), the President also could announce: (1) new grants 
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to support 500-1000 Americorps Promise Fellowships to support the goals set at the Presidents' 
Summit; (2) the recipients of the President's Service Awards, the nation's highest volunteer 
service award; and (3) the recipients of the President's Student Service Awards. 

Community Empowerment 

Individual Development Accounts: The President may have an opportunity to sign a bill to 
provide funds for IDAs, which the President has supported since 1992. At the bill signing, the 
President could announce that he is sending a letter to the bank regulators asking that IDA 
accounts count towards a financial institution's eRA requirements. 
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