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APR-L7-9B 13.27 PROM. P 

April 17, 1996 

President 8ill Clinton 
c/o Cris Cerf, Deputy Counsel. 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, OC 20500 

Dear President Ointon: 

NO JO. PAGE 1 

/0 ;)3:)1 C C(' 
Marv M. Bl'Odm .... ck!...-----, 

PS/(b)(S) [oo\~ 

VIa Facsimile 

I am writing to urge you to veto the anti-terrorism bIll that the House and Senate are 
poised to pass this week. It is inronceivable to me that you would ronsider signing a bill 
that would all but eliminate Federal review of wrongful state court convictions and 
sentences. 

The names of those who hltw been wrongfully imprisoned or sentenced to death in state 
courts speak loudly for the importana! of preserving meaningful Federal review of state 
court decisions. There are many victims of lying witnesses; lying and! or racist 
prosecutors; racist, conupt, politically motivated, or honest but mistaken judges; and 
incompetent lawyers who would be languishing in prison or buried in the earth, but for 
the intervention of the Federal courts. Among them are Rubin ''Hurricane" Carter, 
Joseph Green Brown, Randall Dale Adams (whose story was told in The Thin SIUll Une), 
Frederiro Martinez-Matias, Gary Nelson, kirk Bloodsworth, James Richardson, Clarence 
Brandley, Walter McMillian, Jimmy Landano and Sonia Jacobs. 

Doesn't it give you pause that the major proponent of habeas restrictions is Strom 
Thunnond, who is waiting for your signature on the bill to finally celebrate the return 
of the good ole days of states' rights? 

And how ironic if your approval of this bill would help the &!pubUcans keep the 
California Governor's office by ensuring Dan Lungren's election. 

The protections afforded by meaningful Federal court review of state court ronvictions 
and sentences are one of the features of American democracy envied in countries where 
the government can imprison or kill people at will. 

1 urge you to veto the anti-terrorism legislation, and save habeas corpus. 

Sincerely, 

/JI~/I7i~~~ 
Mary ~roderick Ene. 

Clinton Library Photocopy 
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APR-~7-S6 13.27 FROM· P NO 

,. ... , 

···"LIt.T:~ Lf/J? /'tb 
Playing Politics With Executions 

VlIlits on death row appedls should be removedfrom bill 
,lust c/iI.'·' bdlJl't, thE' sad anniversary of II:I~t 

,ICCtI"S hot"l"cndous Old ahoma City oomhing, 
Congr{'s~ ~f.'etllS finally intent on P<l~Sillg ant.i­
wrt'orj~m legislation, 'rougher mCilsures, such 
a, ROIIH' of I he pl'ol'isiorls in this bill, IU't' indeed 
Ilf'!'c/rd to tt)wC!t't t.I'I'T"Ori.'<I. ,wtil'ilicR in the 
United St.'lte~. But CongTcs8 would hal'(' u brt· 
h'l' I.till if it t'prnoV('u from it limitations on the 
ahility of J/!illh row inmatl.'s to Hppe<ll their 
s('nlenr~s. OPPOl'lUlIi:-;tic It!gislator~ hiJve 
C'lIgag('11 in political g<lmesmanship on this 
i~r.uc, 

Prl!~irlctlt Clinton is prc~$ing t.he Republican-' 
rontrl)lIcd CongrCA:l to support the legiRlation, 
Bllt the GOP i~ taking adv,mli1gc of the Rltua· 
lion to inr.ludr, curbR on habeas corpus appcal~ 
in thl~ bill. The GOl-> knows thi)t Clinton is not. 
likely to \"tHo the I('gisllttion even if it contains. 
the appPill~ ;tmrntlmrnts, Hilt a responsible 
CongrcRs would $trip away thc~e provisions. 

The proposed hab(';is corpus umendmenls 
will havE' far greal1'/' ~lId more troubling rami­
fications than r.l:II.t~rN in the bill applying 
stl"il'tly to tNrorism, Supporters say thE'Y would 
end wh:rt rhl')" n'gCltd U~ endless, frivolous 
appC'ltls by c'oll\'iC"l('(i kill<>rs and speed their 
C'xC'l'u1;ions, 

The capital punishment appe:t1s process can 
certainly be lengthy, but speed is not ita object, 
The proeeS8 is MsignC'd to rn~lIrC that the state 
does not mistakenly expc.utr. an inno('ent man. 

Habeas corpus rf!form has alrrlJrly gone far 
enough. 'rhe Supreme Court, ill (I s(>ti('~ of deci­
sions In recellt,Ycars, ha~ limited th(~ number of 
federal habeas for'pus petitiolls that death row 
inmates can bring. Further eurbs by Congress 
threaten to .IUcct the balance uetween the 
state's Interest in determining the guilt of 
defendants and the right of I.'ueh defendant to a 
fair trial, tipping it toward the Iltatc. 

The main prOVisions of t.he unti-t.errorism 
legislation would cxplilld the ability of fedcral 
law enforcement authoritie~ to tap telephone 
conversations by suspected terrorists and to 
mark-or "tag"-at le.ast :,lamp explosi\'es that 
can be used in bombs, which would making 
tracing th(> source easier, Congress W:lOts to 
pass the legislHlion by Friday, the firRt anni­
\'ersary Qf the massive el(plORion that killed 108 
people at the Alfrf~ri P. Murrah l"edcr<J1 Build­
ing. The country needs a narrow, thoughtfUlly 
drawn anti· terrorism bill, free of political 
machinations on the deillh /)(>nl\lt,)'. It is not too 
late {Ol' the GOP to get thE' message. 

PAGE 2 
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August 7, 1996 

Ms. Mary M. Broderick 

I P6/(b)(6) 

Dear Mary: 

Thank you very much for your letter concerning the habeas 
corpus provisions contained in the new anti-terrorism law. 

I have long sought a balanced approach to streamline 
federal appeals for convicted criminals sentenced to the death 
penalty. I believe, however, that the new provisions achieve 
finality and fairness while preserving the full scope of habeas 
review so that it can continue to serve its historic function 
as the last protection against wrongful conviction. 

I understand your concern that certain provisions in the 
law could be read as undercutting meaningful federal habeas 
corpus review. I am confident, however, that the federal courts 
will interpret-these provisions' to preserve independent review of 
federal legal claims and the bedrock constitutional principle of 
an independent judiciary. It is on that basis that I signed the 
bill. 

I appreciate having your perspective on this matter. As my 
Administration continues working to meet the challenges facing 
our nation, I'm grateful for your involvement. 

Sincerely, Bill CLINTON f\ 
BC/JB/DWB/ckb 
(6.habeas) 

(Corres. #2989153) 

960819 

Clinton Library Photocopy 


