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, THE PRESIDEMT HAS SEEN
U T 242 308 55

THE WHITE HOUSE - TADDY -DG

WASHINGTON

November 13, 1997 7 NOY 13 #45:21

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SIDENT

FROM: CHARLES F.C. RUFF
ELENA KAGAN

SUBJECT: Importation of Modified Semiautomatic Assault Type Rifles

As you requested, attached is a redraft of the directive. The directive now
includes a more detailed discussion of the predicate for the actions to be taken by the
Secretary. We have also separated the action of suspending existing permits from the
discussion regarding the review process and pending applications.

Attachment
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 14, 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

SUBJECT: Importation of Modified Semiautomatic
Assault-Type Rifles

The Gun Contrcl Act of 1968 restricts the importation of
firearms unless they are determined to be particularly suitable
for or readily adaptable to sporting purposes. In 1989, the
Department of the Treasury (the Department) conducted a review
of existing criteria for applying the statutory test based on
changing patterns of gun use. As a result of that review,

43 assault-type rifles were specifically banned from impor-
tation. However, manufacturers have modified many of those
weapons banned in 1989 to remove certain military features
without changing their essential operational mechanism.
Examples of such weapons are the Galil and the Uzi.

In recent weeks Members of Congress have strongly urged that it
is again necessary to review the manner in which the Department
is applying the sporting purposes test, in order to ensure that
the agency’s practice is consistent with the statute and current
patterns of gun use. A letter signed by 30 Senators strongly
urged that modified assault-type weapons are not properly
importable under the statute and that I should use my authority
to suspend temporarily their importation while the Department
conducts an intensive, expedited review. A recent letter from
Senator Dianne Feinstein emphasized again that weapons of this
type are designed not for sporting purposes but for the com-
mission of crime. 1In addition, 34 Members of the House of
Representatives signed a letter to Israeli Prime Minister
Binyamin Netanyahu requesting that he intervene to stop all
sales of Galils and Uzis into the United States. These
concerns have caused the Government of Israel to announce

a temporary moratorium on the exportation of Galils and Uzis

so that the United States can review the importability of

these weapons under the Gun Control Act. -
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The number of weapons at issue underscores the potential threat
to the public health and safety that necessitates immediate
action. Firearms importers have obtained permits to import
nearly 600,000 modified assault-type rifles. 1In addition, there
are pending before the Department applications to import more
than 1 million additional such weapons. The number of rifles
covered by outstanding permits is comparable to that which
existed in 1989 when the Bush Administration temporarily
suspended import permits for assault-type rifles. The number
of weapons for which permits for importation are being sought
through pending applications is approximately 10 times greater
than in 1989. The number of such firearms for which import
applications have been filed has skyrocketed from 10,000 on
October 9, 1997, to more than 1 million today.

My Administration is committed to enforcing the statutory
restrictions on importation of firearms that do not meet the
sporting purposes test. It is necessary that we ensure that the
statute is being correctly applied and that the current use of
these modified weapons is consistent with the statute’s criteria
for importability. This review should be conducted at once on
an expedited basis. The review is directed to weapons such as
the Uzi and Galil that failed to meet the sporting purposes test
in 1989, but were later found importable when certain wmilitary
features were removed. The results of this review should be
applied to all pending and future applications.

The existence of outstanding permits for nearly 600,000 modified
assault-type rifles threatens to defeat the purpose of the
expedited review unless, as in 1989, the Department temporarily
suspends such permits. Importers typically obtain authorization
to import firearms in far greater numbers than are actually
imported into the United States. However, gun importers could
effectively negate the impact of any Department determination by
simply importing weapons to the maximum amount allowed by their
permits. The public health and safety require that the only
firearms allowed into the United States are those that meet the
criteria of the statute.

Accordingly, as we discussed, you will:

1) Conduct an immediate expedited review not to exceed
120 days in length to determine whether modified semiautomatic
assault-type rifles are properly importable under the statutory
sporting purposes test. The results of this review will govern
action on pending and future applications for import permits,
which shall not be acted upon until the completion of this
review,
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2) Suspend outstanding permits for importation of

modified semiautomatic assault-type rifles for the duration

of the 120-day review period. The temporary suspension does
not constitute a permanent revocation of any license. Permits
will be revoked only if and to the extent that you determine
that a particular weapon does not satisfy the statutory test
for importation, and only after an affected importer has an
opportunity to make its case to the Department.

Wi 8. tut,
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

SUBJECT: Importation of Modified Semiautomatic
Assault-Type Rifles

The Gun Control Act of 1968 restricts the importation of
firearms unless they are determined to be particularly suitable
for or readily adaptable toc sporting purposes. In 1989, the
Department of the Treasury (the Department) conducted a review
of existing criteria for applying the statutory test based on
changing patterns of gun use. As a result of that review,

43 assault-type rifles were specifically banned from impor-
tation. However, manufacturers have modified many of those
weapons banned in 1989 to remove certain military features
without changing their essential operational mechanism.
Examples of such weapons are the Galil and the Uzi.

In recent weeks Members of Congress have strongly urged that it
is again necessary to review the manner in which the Department
is applying the sporting purposes test, in order to ensure that
the agency's practice is consistent with the statute and current
patterns of gun use. A letter signed by 30 Senators strongly
urged that medified assault-type weapons are not properly
importable under the statute and that I should use my authority
to suspend temporarily their importation while the Department
conducts an intensive, expedited review. A recent letter from
Senator Dianne Feinstein emphasized again that weapons of this
type are designed not for sporting purposes but for the com-
mission of crime. 1In addition, 34 Members of the House of
Representatives signed a letter to Israeli Prime Minister
Binyamin Netanyahu requesting that he intervene to stop all
sales of Galils and Uzis into the United States. These
concerns have caused the Government of Israel to announce

a temporary mecratorium on the exportation of Galils and Uzis

so that the United States can review the importability of

these weapons under the Gun Control Act.

The number of weapons at issue underscores the potential threat
to the public health and safety that necessitates immediate
action. ‘Firearms importers have obtained permits to import
nearly 600,000 modified assault-type rifles. 1In addition, there
are pending before the Department applications to import more
than 1 million additional such weapons. The number of rifles
covered by outstanding permits is ¢comparable to that which
existed in 1989 when the Bush Administration temporarily
suspended import permits for assault-type rifles. The number
of weapons for which permits for importation are being sought
through pending applications is approximately 10 times greater
than in 1989. The number of such firearms for which import
applications have been filed has skyrocketed from 10,000 on
October 9, 1997, to more than 1 million today.

more
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My Administration is committed to enforcing the statutory
restrictions on importation of firearms that do not meet the
sporting purposes test. It is necessary that we ensure that the
statute is being correctly applied and that the current use of
these modified weapons is consistent with the statute's criteria
for importability. This review should be conducted at once on
an expedited basis. The review is directed to weapons such as
the Uzi and Galil that failed to meet the sporting purposes test
in 1989, but were later found importable when certain military
features were removed. The results of this review should be
applied to all pending and future applications.

The existence of outstanding permits for nearly 600,000 modified
assault-type rifles threatens to defeat the purpose of the
expedited review unless, as in 1989, the Department temporarily
suspends such permits. Importers typically cbtain authorization
to import firearms in far greater numbers than are actually
imported into the United States. However, gun importers could
effectively negate the impact of any Department determination by
simply importing weapons to the maximum amount allowed by their
permits. The public health and safety require that the only
firearms allowed into the United States are those that meet the
criteria of the statute.

Accordingly, as we discussed, you will:

1) Conduct an immediate expedited review not to exceed
120 days in length to determine whether modified semiautomatic
assault-type rifles are properly importable under the statutory
sporting purposes test. The results of this review will govern
action on pending and future applications for import permits,
which shall not be acted upon until the completion of this
review.

2) Suspend outstanding permits for importation of

modified semiautomatic assault-type rifles for the duration

of the 120-day review period. The temporary suspension does
not constitute a permanent revocation of any license. Permits
will be revoked only if and to the extent that you determine
that a particular weapon does not satisfy the statutory test
for importation, and only after an affected importer has an
opportunity to make its case to the Department.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 14, 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

SUBJECT : Importation of Modified Semiautomatic
Assault-Type Rifles

The Gun Control Act of 1968 restricts the importation of
firearms unless they are determined to be particularly suitable
for or readily adaptable to sporting purposes. In 1989, the
Department of the Treasury (the Department) conducted a review
of existing criteria for applying the statutory test based on
changing patterns of gun use. BAs a result of that review,

43 assault-type rifles were specifically banned from impor-
tation. However, manufacturerg have modified many of those
weapons banned in 1989 to remove certain military features
without changing their essential operational mechanism.
Examples of such weapons are the Galil and the Uzi.

In recent weeks Members of Congress have strongly urged that it
ig again necessary to review the manner in which the Department
is applying the sporting purposes test, in order to ensure that
the agency’s practice is consistent with the statute and current
patterns of gun use. A letter signed by 30 Senators strongly
urged that modified assault-type weapons are not properly
importable under the statute and that I should use my authority
to suspend temporarily their importation while the Department
conducts an intensive, expedited review. A recent letter from
Senator Dianne Feinstein emphasized again that weapons of this
type are designed not for sporting purposes but for the com-
mission of crime. In addition, 34 Members of the House of
Representatives signed a letter to Israeli Prime Minister
Binyamin Netanyahu requesting that he intervene to stop all
sales of Galils and Uzis into the United States. These
concerns have caused the Government of Israel to announce

a temporary moratorium on the exportation of Galils and Uzis

so that the United States can review the importability of

these weapons under the Gun Control Act.
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The number of weapons at issue underscores the potential threat
to the public health and safety that necessitates immediate
action. Firearms importers have obtained permits to import
nearly 600,000 modified assault-type rifles. 1In addition, there
are pending before the Department applications to import more
than 1 million additional such weapons. The number of rifles
covered by outstanding permits is comparable to that which
existed in 1989 when the Bush Administration temporarily
suspended import permits for assault-type rifles. The number
of weapons for which permits for importation are being sought
through pending applications is approximately 10 times greater
than in 1989. The number of such firearms for which import
applications have been filed has skyrocketed from 10,000 on
October 9, 1997, to more than 1 million tcday.

My Administration is committed to enforcing the statutory
restrictions on importation of firearms that do not meet the
sporting purposes test. It is necessary that we ensure that the
statute is being correctly applied and that the current use of
these modified weapons is consistent with the statute’s criteria
for importability. This review should be conducted at once on
an expedited basis. The review is directed to weapons such as
the Uzi and Galil that failed to meet the sporting purposes test
in 1989, but were later found importable when certain military
features were removed. The results of this review should be
applied to all pending and future applications.

The existence of outstanding permits for nearly 600,000 modified
assault-type rifles threatens to defeat the purpose of the
expedited review unless, as in 1989, the Department temporarily
suspends such permits. Importers typically obtain authorization
to import firearms in far greater numbers than are actually
imported into the United States. However, gun importers could
effectively negate the impact of any Department determination by
simply importing weapons to the maximum amount allowed by their
permits. The public health and safety require that the only
firearms allowed into the United States are those that meet the
criteria of the statute.

Accordingly, as we discussed, you will:

1) Conduct an immediate expedited review not to exceed
120 days in length to determine whether modified semiautomatic
assault-type rifles are properly importable under the statutory
sporting purposes test. The results of this review will govern
action on pending and future applications for import permits,
which shall not be acted upon until the completion of this
review.
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2) Suspend outstanding permits for importation of

modified semiautomatic assault-type rifles for the duration

of the 120-day review period. The temporary suspension does
not constitute a permanent revocation of any license. Permits
will be revoked only if and to the extent that you determine
that a particular weapon does not satisfy the statutory test
for importation, and only after an affected importer has an
opportunity to make its case to the Department.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 14, 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

SUBJECT: Importation of Modified Semiautomatic
Assault-Type Rifles

The Gun Control Act of 1968 restricts the importation of
firearms unless they are determined to be particularly suitable
for or readily adaptable to sporting purposes. In 1989, the
Department of the Treasury (the Department) conducted a review
of existing criteria for applying the statutory test based on
changing patterns of gun use. As a result of that review,

43 assault-type rifles were specifically banned from impor-
tation. However, manufacturers have modified many of those
weapons banned in 1989 to remove certain military features
without changing their essential operational mechanism.
Examples of such weapons are the Galil and the Uzi.

In recent weeks Members of Congress have strongly urged that it
is again necessary to review the manner in which the Department
is applying the sporting purposes test, in order to ensure that
the agency’s practice is consistent with the statute and current
patterns of gun use. A letter signed by 30 Senators strongly
urged that modified assault-type weapons are not properly
importable under the statute and that I should use my authority
to suspend temporarily their importation while the Department
conductsg an intensive, expedited review. A recent letter from
Senator Dianne Feinstein emphasized again that weapons of this
type are designed not for sporting purposes but for the com-
mission of crime. In addition, 34 Members of the House of
Representatives signed a letter to Israeli Prime Minister
Binyamin Netanyahu requesting that he intervene to stop all
sales of Galils and Uzis into the United States. These
concerns have caused the Government of Israel to announce

a temporary moratorium on the exportation of Galils and Uzis

so that the United States can review the importability of

these weapons under the Gun Control Act.
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The number of weapons at issue underscores the potential threat
to the public health and safety that necessitates immediate
action. Firearms importers have obtained permits to import
nearly 600,000 modified assault-type rifles. 1In addition, there
are pending before the Department applications to import more
than 1 million additional such weapons. The number of rifles
covered by outstanding permits is comparable to that which
existed in 1989 when the Bush Administration temporarily
suspended import permits for assault-type rifles. The number
of weapons for which permits for importation are being socught
through pending applications is approximately 10 times greater
than in 1989. The number of such firearms for which import
applications have been filed has skyrocketed from 10,000 on
Octcber 9, 1997, to more than 1 million today.-

My Administration is committed to enforcing the statutory
restrictions on importation of firearms that do not meet the
sporting purpcoses test. It is necessary that we ensure that the
statute is being correctly applied and that the current use of
these modified weapons is consistent with the statute’s criteria
for importability. This review should be conducted at once on
an expedited basis. The review is directed to weapons such as
the Uzi and Galil that failed to meet the sporting purposes test
in 1989, but were later found importable when certain military
features were removed. The results of this review should be
applied to all pending and future applications.

The existence of outstanding permits for nearly 600,000 modified
assault-type rifles threatens to defeat the purpose of the
expedited review unless, as in 1989, the Department temporarily
sudpends such permits. Importers typically obtain authorization
to import firearms in far greater numbers than are actually
imported into the United States. However, gun importers could
effectively negate the impact of any Department determination by
simply importing weapons to the maximum amount allowed by their
permits. The public health and safety require that the only
firearms allowed into the United States are those that meet the
criteria of the statute.

Accordingly, as we discussed, you will:

1) Conduct an immediate expedited review not to exceed
120 days in length to determine whether modified semiautomatic
assault-type rifles are properly importable under the statutory
sporting purposes test. The results of this review will govern
action on pending and future applications for import permits,
which shall not be acted upon until the completion of this
review.
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2) Suspend outstanding permits for importation of
modified semiautomatic assault-type rifles for the duration
of the 120-day review period. The temporary suspension does
not constitute a permanent revocation of any license. Permits
will be revoked only if and to the extent that you determine
that a particular weapon does not satisfy the statutory test
for importation, and only after an affected importer has an
opportunity to make its case to the Department.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 14, 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

SUBJECT : Importation of Modified Semiautomatic
Assault-Type Rifles

he Gun Control Act of 1968 restric importation of
articularly suitable
for or readily adaptable to sportfing rpoges. In 1989, the
Department of the Treasury (the conducted a rewvigw
of existing criteria for applyin tutory test baded on
changing patterns of gun use. As sult of that rewﬁew —
43 assault-type rifles were specifically banned from 1mpor—
tation. However, manufacturers have modified many of thggg_,,/
weapons banned in 1989 to remove certain military features
without changing their essential operational mechanism.
Examples of such weapons are the Galil and the Uzi.

is again necessary to review the manner in whigh the Department
is applying the sporti gﬂﬂﬁrposes tes;ffa 2fshre that the
agency’s practice is consistent with the statute and current
patterns of gun use. A letter signed by 30 Members—ef—the—
Senat@Pstrongly urged that modified assault-type weapons are
not properly importable under the statute and that I should use
my authority to suspend tempoxrarily their importation while the
Department conduct .an 1nten51ve, expedited review. A recent

Vﬁ//ietteq.from enat j?elnsteln emphasized agaif that weapons of
this typé’g;i designed not for sportin rposes but for the
commission of crime. In addition, 34 Members of the House of
Representatives signed a letter to Israeli Prime Minister
Binyamin Netanyahu requesting that he intervene to stop all
sales of Galils and Uzis into the United States. These concerns
have caused the Government of Israel to announce a temporary
moratorium on the exportation of Galils and Uzis so that the
United States can review the importability of these weapons
under the Gun Control Act.

V///{n recent weeks Members of dﬁgéggs have strongly urged that it

The number of weapons at issue underscores the potential threat
to the public health and safety that necessitates immediate
action. Firearms importers have obtained permits to import
nearly 600,000 modified assault-type rifles. In addition, there
are pending before the Department applications to import more
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than Qné/million additional such weapons. The number of rifles
covered by ocutstanding permits is comparable to that which
existed in 1989 when the Bush Administration temporarily
suspended import permits for assault-type rifles. The number
of weapons for which permits for importation are being sought
through pending applications is approximately 10 times greater
than in 1989 he number of such firearms for which import

/7 applica;ions haYe been filed has skyrocketed from 10,000 on
Octobif 9, 1997/, to more than @%é:million today.

-

is committed to enforcing the statutory

on importation of firearms that do not meet the

v sporting-purposes test. It is necessary that we ensure that the
statute is being correctly applied and that the current use of
these modified weapons is consistent with the statute’s criteria
for importability. This review should be conducted at o on
an expedited basis. The review is directed to wzgfgns/gﬁgi_as
the Uzi and Galil that failed to meet the sporti urposes test
in 1989, but were later found importable when certain military
features were removed. The results of this review should be
applied to all pending and future applications.

My Administra

The existence of ocutstanding permits for nearly 600,000 modified
assault-type rifles threatens to defeat the purpose of the
expedited review unless, as in 1989, the Department temporarily
suspends such permits. Importers typically cbtain authorization
to import firearms in far greater numbers than are actually
imported into the United States. However, gun importers could
effectively negate the impact of any Department determination by
simply importing weapons to the maximum amount allowed by their
permits. The public health and safety require that the only
firearms allowed into the United States are those that meet the
criteria of the statute.

Accordingly, as we discussed, you will:

1) Conduct an immediate expedited review not to exceed

120 days in 1 H to determine whether modified semiautomatic
V////’assault— rifles are properly importable under the statutory
sporti urposes test. The results of this review will govern

action on pending and future applications for import permits,
which shall not be acted upon until the completion of this
review,

2) Suspend outstanding permits for importation of
modified semiautomatic assault-type rifles for the duration
of the 120-day review period. The temporary suspension does
not constitute a permanent revocation of any license. Permits
will be revoked only if and to the extent that you determine
that a particular weapon does not satisfy the statutory test
for importation, and only after an affected importer has an
opportunity to make its case to the Department.
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November 14, 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

SUBJECT: Importation of Modified Semiautomatic
Assault-Type Rifles

The Gun Control Act of 1968 restricts Ahe importation of
firearms unless they are determined be particularly suitable
forpor readily adaptable topsporting€purposes. In 1989, the
Department of the Treasury (the Department) conducted a review
of existing criteria for applying the statutory test based on v//
changing patterns of gun use. As a result of that reviewu
43 assault-type rifles were specifically banned from impor-
tation. However, manufacturers have modified many of those
weapons banned in 1989 to remove certain military features
without changing their essential operational mechanism.
Examples of such weapons are the Galil and the Uzi.

tn, oo
In recent weeks Members of Cohgress have AStrongly urged that it
is again necessary tqo review the manner /AAn which the Department
is applying the sporti urposes test, to ensure that the
agency's practice is conksjstent with the statute and current
patterns of gun use. A letter signed by 30 Members—of—tihe - fo—
Sanate strongly urged that modified assault-type weapons are
not properly importable under the statute and that I should use
my authority to suspend temporarily their importation while the

Department .conducts an intensive, expedited review. A recent
letter (foxw Sena;g;,Feinstein emphasizgﬂbagain that weapons of

thi re—designed not for sportin urposes but for the
commis£ion of crime. In addition, 34 Members of the House of
Representatives signed a letter to Israeli Prime Minister
Bipyamin Netanyahu requesting that he intervene to stop all
sdles of Galils and Uzis into the United States. These concerns

ave caused the Government of Israel to announce a temporary
moratorium on the exportation of Galils and Uzis so that the
United States can review the importability of these weapons
under the Gun Control Act.

The number of weapons at issue underscores the potential threat
to the public health and safety that necessitates immediate
action. Firearms importers have obtained permits to import
nearly 600,000 modified assault-type rifles. In addition, there
are pending before the Department applications to import more
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than one million additional such weapons. The number of rifles
covered by outstanding permits is comparable to that which
existed in 1989 when the Bush Administration temporarily
suspended import permits for assault-type rifles. The number
of weapons for which permits for importation are being sought
through pending applications is approximately 10 times greater
than in 1989. The number of such firearms for which import
applications have been filed has skyrocketed from 10,000 on
October 9, 1997, to more than one million today.

My Administration is committed to enforcing the statutory
restrictjons on importation of firearms that do not meet the
sportin urposes test. It is necessary that we ensure t
statute is being correctly applied and that the curre
these modified weapons is consistent with the statute's criteria
for importability. This review should be cond ed at once on
an expedited basis. The review is directed (tp/weapons such as

the Uzi and Galil that failed to meet the sportingepurposes test
in 1989, but were later found importable when certain mi
features were removed. The results of this review should be

applied to all pending and future applications.

the
use of

The existence of outstanding permits for nearly 600,000 modified o
assault~type rifles threatens to defeat the purpose of the Vﬁ%
expedited review unless, as in 1989, the Department temporarily
suspends such permits. Importers typically obtain authorization

to import firearms in far greater numbers than are actually

imported into the United States. However, gun importers could
effectively negate the impact of any Department determination by
simply importing weapons to the maximum amount allowed by their
permits. The public health and safety require that the only

firearms allowed into the United States are those that meet the
criteria of the statute.

Accdrdingly, as we discussed, you will:

1) Conduct an immediate expedited review not to exceed
120 days in length to determine whether modified semiautomatic
assault-type rifles are properly importable under the statutory
spo;;ing@purposes test. The results of this review will govern
action on pending and future applications for import permits,
which shall not be acted upon until the completion of this

review.
2) Suspend outstanding permits for importation of
JQ modified semiautomatic assault-type rifles for the duration
A of the 120-day review period. The temporary suspension does

not constitute a permanent revocation of any license. Permits
will be revoked only if and to the extent that you determine
that a particular weapon does not satisfy the statutory test
for importation, and only after an affected importer has an
opportunity to make its case to the Department.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 14, 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

/ SUBJECT: Importation of Modified Semiautomatic AssaultJType Rifles

The Gun Control Act of 1968 restricts the importation of firearms unless they are
/ determined tod)gpggqglarl suitable for or readily adaptable to sporting purposes. In 1989, the @/ PS
#/« Treasury Department,condutted a review of existing criteria for applying the statutory test based
on changing patterns of gun use. As a result of that review 43 assault type rifles were
specifically banned from importation. However, manufacturers have modified many of those
/Q,-J ) weapons banned in 1989 to remove certain military features without changing their essential
(]
ey

operational mechanism. Examples of such weapons are the Galil and the Uzi.

/ In recent weeks Lnemﬁrs of SZOEgres&Pavg ’sé_rggg_ly urged that it is again necessary to
Feasury ng&em

review the manner in which is applying the sporting purposes test to
ensure that the agency’s practice is consistent with the statute and current patterns of gun use. A
/ letter signed by 3(@nbers of the Senate strongly urged that modified assault;’type weapons are

not properly importable under the statute and shat ] shoul usngority to suspend
temporarily their importation while th conducts an intensive, expedited

review. A recent letter from Senator Feinstein emphasized again that weapons of this type are
designed not for sporting purposes but for the commission of crime. In addition, 3 ,@ bers of
the House of Representatives signed a letter to Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu
requesting that he intervene to stop all sales of Galils and Uzis into the United States. These
concerns have caused the Government of Israel to announce a temporary moratorium on the
exportation of Galils and Uzis so that the United States can review the importability of these
weapons under the Gun Control Act. '

‘ The number of weapons at issue underscores the potential threat to the public health and
safety that necessitates immediate action. Firearms importers have obtained pem‘i‘{%
/ nearly 600,000 modified assault-type rifles. In addition, there are pending before thé gﬁwg’,;
/ Depasrtment applications to import more than one million additional such weapons. The number

_ of rifles covered by outstanding permits is comparable to that which existed in 1989 when the
Bush Administration temporarily suspended import permits for assault$ype rifles. The number
of weapons for which permits for importation are being sought through pending applications is
approximately tefi times greater than in 1989. The number of such firearms for which import
applications have been filed has skyrocketed from 10,000 on October 9, 1997, to more than one

million today. /Z
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% &mlmsuatmn is committed to enforcing the statutory restrictions on importation of

frearms that do not meet the sportm?m'poses test. It is necessary that we ensure that the statute
is bemg correctly applied and that th curren use ‘of these modified weapons is consistent with
the statute’s criteria for importability. This review should be conducted at once on an expedited
basis. The review is directed to weapons such as the Uzi and Galil that failed to meet the
sporting purposes test in 1989, but were later found importable when certain military features
were removed. The results of this review should be applied to all pending and future

applications.

/ The existence of outstanding permits for nearly 600,000 modified assault-type rifles f
threatens to defeat the purpose of the expedited review unless, as in 1989, the ?reasury M %
Pepartrrent temporarily suspends such permits. Importers typically obtain authorization to
import firearms in far greater numbers than are actually imported into the United States. —
However, gun importers could effectively negate the impact of any Freasusy Department <
determination by simply importing weapons to the maximum amount allowed by their permits.

The public health and safety require that the only firearms allowed into the United States are

those that meet the criteria of the statute.

Accordingly, as we discussed, you will:

1) Conduct an immediate expedited review not to exceed 120 days in length to
vdetermine whether modified semiautomatic assaulttype rifles are properly importable under the
statutory sportmgipurposes test. The results of this review will govern action on pending and
' future applications for import permits, which shall not be acted upon until the completion of this

I review.

o . . - . . . /

/ 2) . Suspend outstanding permits for importation of modified semiautomatic assault 5

/type rifles for the duration of the 120—day review period. The temporary suspension does not
constitute a permanent revocation of any license. Permits will be revoked only if and to the
extent that you detérmine that a particular weapon does not satisfy the statutory test for
importation, and only after an affected importer has an opportumty to make its case to the




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 14, 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

SUBJECT: Importation of Modified Semiautomatic
Assault-Type Rifles

for or readily adaptable to spor
Department of the Treasury (the

tation. However, manufacturers. have modified many of
weapons banned in 1989 to remove certain military features
without changing their essential operational mechanism.
Examples of such weapons are the Galil and the Uzi.

In recent weeks Members of
////;s again necessary to revjew the manner in whigh the Department

7

is applying the sportl rposes test'@ﬂ ‘efisiire that the
agency’s practice is consistent with the statute and current
patterng of gun use. A letter signed by 30 Mewbers—ofthe—
SenatePstrongly urged that modified assault-type weapons are
not properly importable under the statute and that I should use
my authority toc suspend temporarily their importation while the

Departmen; conductsg,.an 1nten51ve, expedited review. A recent
letten§§£9g/genat Xﬁélnsteln emphasized n that weapons of
this type are designed not for sportin rposes but for the

commission of crime. 1In addition, 34 Members of the House of
Representatives signed a letter to Israeli Prime Minister
Binyamin Netanyahu requesting that he intervene to stop all
sales of Galils and Uzis into the United States. These concerns
have caused the Government of Israel to announce a temporary
moratorium on the exportation of Galils and Uzis so that the
United States can review the importability of these weapons
under the Gun Control Act.

The number of weapons at issue underscores the pectential threat
to the public health and safety that necessitates immediate
action. Firearms importers have obtained permits to import
nearly 600,000 modified assault-type rifles. In addition, there
are pending before the Department applications to import more
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than Qné/million additional such weapons. The number of rifles
covered by outstanding permits is comparable to that which
existed in 1989 when the Bush Administration temporarily
suspended import permits for assault-type rifles. The number
of weapons for which permits for importation are being sought
through pending applications is approximately 10 times greater
than in 1989 he number of such firearms for which import
applicatiocnhs haYe been filed has gkyrocketed from 10,000 on

to more than @néfmillion today.

is committed to enforcing the statutory

on importation of firearms that do not meet the
sporting-purposes test. It is necessary that we ensure that the
statute is being correctly applied and that the current use of
these modified weapons is consistent with the statute’s criteria
for importability. This review should be conducted at o n
an expedited basis. The review is directed to wzgfgns’gﬁgi_gs
the Uzi and Galil that failed to meet the sporti urposes test
in 1989, but were later found importable when certain military
features were removed. The results of this review should be
applied to all pending and future applications.

The existence of outstanding permits for nearly 600,000 modified
assault-type rifles threatens to defeat the purpose of the
expedited review unlegs, as in 1989, the Department temporarily
suspends such permits. Importers typically obtain authorization
to import firearms in far greater numbers than are actually
imported into the United States. However, gun importers could
effectively negate the impact of any Department determination by
simply importing weapons to the maximum amount allowed by their
permits. The public health and safety require that the only
firearms allowed into the United States are those that meet the
criteria of the statute.

Accordingly, as we discussed, you will:

1) Conduct an immediate expedited review not to exceed
120 days in 1 to determine whether modified semiautomatic
rifles are properly importable under the statutory
urposes test. The results of this review will govern
action on pending and future applications for import permits,
which shall not be acted upon until the completion of this
review.

2} Suspend outstanding permits for importation of
modified semiautomatic assault-type rifles for the duration
of the 120-day review period. The temporary suspension does
not constitute a permanent revocation of any license. Permits
will be revoked only if and to the extent that you determine
that a particular weapon does not satisfy the statutory test
for importation, and only after an affected importer has an
opportunity to make its case to the Department.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 13, 1997 '\q7 NOU 13 Py

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: CHARLES F.C. RUFF
ELENA KAGAN

SUBJECT: Importation of Modified Semiautomatic Assault Type Rifles
~
As you requested, attached is a redraft of the directive. The directive now
includes a more detailed discussion of the predicate for the actions to be taken by the

Secretary. We have also separated the action of suspending existing permits from the
discussion regarding the review process and pending applications. -

Attachment



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 14, 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

\/ SUBJECT: Importation of Modified Semiautomatic Assault  Type Rifles

The Gun Control Act of 1968 restricts the importation of firearms unless they are
/ determined toclf)apg;t__iﬁglérl suitable for or readily adaptable to sporting purposes. In 1989, the 4/! o7
f/’AL— Treasury D@t{ﬁem,\condu ted a review of existing criteria for applying the statutory test based
on changing patterns of gun use. As a result of that review 43 assatlttype rifles were
specifically banned from importation. However, manufacturers hav&modified many of those

weapons banned in 1989 to remove certain military features without changing their essential
épﬂ’%“}/ operational mechanism. Examples of such weapons are the Galil and the Uzi.
-1

/ In recent weeks ;_nem%%rs of goggres ave ’g‘l‘ggg_ly urged that it is again necessary to
Treasury &pﬁwen{

review the manner in which is applying the sporting purposes test to
ensure that the agency’s practice is consistent with the statute and current patterns of gun use. A
/ letter signed by 3(@nbers of the Senate strongly urged that modified assau[t/—rtype weapons are

not properly importable under the statuge and that ] shoul USELWOrity to suspend
temporarily their importation while th conducts an intensive, expedited

review. A recent letteenator Feinstein emphasized again that weapons of this type are
ﬁsigned not for sporting purposes but for the commission of crime. In addition, 3 bers of
the House of Representatives signed a letter to Israeli Prime Ministér Binyamin Netanyahu

requesting that he intervene to stop all sales of Galils and Uzis into the Usiited States. These
concerns have caused the Government of Israel to announce a temporary moratorium on the
exportation of Galils and Uzis so that the United States can review the importability of these
weapons under the Gun Control Act.

The number of weapons at issue underscores the potential threat to the public health and
safety that necessitates immediate action. Firearms importers have obtained pemi%ﬂ(ﬁ—r’ﬂ%
nearly 600,000 modified assault:type rifles. In gddition, there are pending before the %ng—

Department applications to import more than dge million additional such weapons. The number /
of rifles covered by outstanding permits is comparable to that which existed in 1989 when the

/ Bush Administration temporarily suspended import permits for assaultgype rifles. The number
of weapons for which permits for importation are being sought through pending applications is

v~ approximately tefi times greater than in 1989. The number of such firearms for which import
applications have been filed has skyrocketed from 10,000 on October 9, 1997, to more than Qlﬁ( /

million today. ?
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'F@A{iministration is committed to enforcing the statutory restrictions on importation of
/ firearms that do not meet the sporting/;purposes test. It is necessary that we ensure that the statute
is being correctly applied and that the curreny, use of these modified weapons is consistent with
the statute’s criteria for importability. This review should be conducted at once on an expedited
basis. The review is directed to weapons such as the Uzi and Galil that failed to meet the

sporting purposes test in 1989, but were later found importable when certain military features

were removed. The results of this review should be applied to all pending and future
applications.

/ The existence of outstanding permits for nearly 600,000 modified assault,;type rifles f
threatens to defeat the purpose of the expedited review unless, as in 1989, the %easury,@p*‘{ s :
Pepartirent temporarily suspends such permits. Importers typically obtain authorization to
import firearms in far greater numbers than are actually imported into the United States. —
However, gun importers could effectively negate the impact of any Freasusy Department s boeForra
determination by simply importing weapons to the maximum amount allowed by their permits.

The public health and safety require that the only firearms allowed into the United States are
those that meet the criteria of the statute.

Accordingly, as we discussed, you will:

) Conduct an immediate expedited review not to exceed 120 days in length to
v determine whether modified semiautomatic assault:type rifles are properly importable under the
fﬁtatutory sporting;purposes test. The results of this review will govern action on pending and

future applications for import permits, which shall not be acted upon until the completion of this
review.

/ 2) Suspend outstanding permits for importation of modified semiautomatic assault = /
/type rifles for the duration of the 120/—,day review pericd. The temporary suspension does not

constitute a permanent revocation of any license. Permits will be revoked only if and to the

extent that you determine that a particular weapon does not satisfy the statutory test for

importation, and only after an affected importer has an opportunity to make its case to the

Department. :




[

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 14, 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

SUBJECT:  Importation of Modified Semiautomatic Assa@ype Rifles

The Gun Control Act of 1968 restricts the importation of firearms unless they are
determined to be particularly suitable for or readily adaptable to sporting purposes. In 1989, the
Treasury Department conducted a review of existing criteria for applying the statutory test based
on changing patterns of gun use. As a result of that review 43 assault-type rifles were
specifically banned from importation. However, manufacturers have modified many of those
weapons banned in 1989 to remove certain military features without changing their essential
operational mechanism. Examples of such weapons are the Galil and the Uzi.

HA

In recent wee embers ofiCongress have strongly urged that it is again necessary to
review the manner in which the Treasury Department is applying the sporting purposes test to
ensure that the agency’s practice is consistent with the statute and current patterns of gun use. A
letter signed by 30 members of the Senate strongly urged that modified assault type weapons are
not properly importable under the statute and that I should use my authority to suspend
temporarily their importation while the Treasury Department conducts an intensive, expedited
review, A recent letter from Senator Feinstein emphasized again that weapons of this type are
designed not for sporting purposes but for the commission of crime. In addition, 34 members of
the House of Representatives signed a letter to Isracli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu
requesting that he intervene to stop all sales of Galils and Uzis into the United States. These
concerns have caused the Government of Israel to announce a temporary moratorium on the
exportation of Galils and Uzis so that the United States can review the importability of these

weapons under the Gun Control Act.

The number of weapons at issue underscores the potential threat to the public health and
safety that necessitates immediate action. Firearms importers have obtained permits to import
nearly 600,000 modified assaulf type rifles. In addition, there are pending before the Treasury
Department applications to import more than one million additional such weapons. The number
of rifles covered by outstanding permits is comparable to that which existed in 1989 when the
Bush Administration temporarily suspended import permits for assault type rifles. The number
of weapons for which permits for importation are being sought through pending applications is
approximately ten times greater than in 1989. The number of such firearms for which import

applications have been filed has skyrocketed from 10,000 on October 9, 1997, to more than one
million today. - _
>

-
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This Administration is committed to enforcing the statutory restrictions on importation of
firearms that do not meet the sporting purposes test. It is necessary that we ensure that the statute
is being correctly applied and that the current use of these modified weapons is consistent with
the statute’s criteria for importability. This review should be conducted at once on an expedited
basis. The review is directed to weapons such as the Uzi and Galil that failed to meet the
sporting purposes test in 1989, but were later found importable when certain military features
were removed. The results of this review should be applied to all pending and future
applications.

The existence of outstanding permits for nearly 600,000 modified assault type rifles
threatens to defeat the purpose of the expedited review unless, as in 1989, the Treasury
Department temporarily suspends such permits. Importers typically obtain authorization to
import firearms in far greater numbers than are actually imported into the United States,
However, gun importers could effectively negate the impact of any Treasury Department
determination by simply importing weapons to the maximum amount allowed by their permits.
The public health and safety require that the only firearms allowed into the United States are
those that meet the criteria of the statute.

Accordingly, as we discussed, you will:

1) Conduct an immediate expedited review not to exceed 120 days in length to
determine whether modified semiautomatic assault type rifles are properly importable under the
statutory sporting purposes test. The results of this review will govern action on pending and
future applications for import permits, which shall not be acted upon until the completion of this

review.

2) Suspend outstanding permits for importation of modified semiautomatic assault
type rifles for the duration of the 120 day review period. The temporary suspension does not
constitute a permanent revocation of any license. Permits will be revoked only if and to the
extent that you determine that a particular weapon does not satisfy the statutory test for
importation, and only after an affected importer has an opportunity to make its case to the
Department. :



GUNS (auto/semi-auto)

President's position: See Background Brief-
ing by Senior Administration Official on
5/15/89. Updates the 3/14/89, Treasury
import ban on certain assault weapons, and
goes on to define President's proposals to
combat violent crime, drug crimes using these
weapons.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 14, 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

SUBJECT:  Importation of Modified Semiautomatic Assault Type Rifles

The Gun Control Act of 1968 restricts the importation of firearms unless they are

determined to be particularly suitable for or readily adaptable to sporting purposes. In 1989, the 4

Treasury Départritent conducted a review of existing criteria for applying the statutory test based
on changing patterns of gun use. As a result of that review 43 assault type rifles were
specifically banned from importation. However, manufacturers have modified many of those
weapons banned in 1989 to remove certain military features without changing their essential
-operational mechanism. Examples of such weapons are the Galil and the Uzi.

bptectin T
In recent weeksﬁlem rs of Eozg'ress have strongly urged that it is again necessary to
review the manner in which 'Frcfasﬁry Bepastment is applying the sporting purposes test to

nsure that the agency’s practice is consistent with the statute and current patterns of gun use. A
letter signed by 30 Members of the Senate strongly urged that modified assault/—'type weapons are
not properly importable under the statwfgt hould use my authority to suspend
temporarily their importation while theffreasury conducts an intensive, expedited
review. A recent letter from Senator Feinstein emphasized again that weapons of this type are
designed not for sporting purposes but for the commission of crime. In addition, 34 Members of
the House of Representatives signed a letter to Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu
requesting that he intervene to stop all sales of Galils and Uzis into the United States. These
concerns have caused the Government of Israel to announce a temporary moratorium on the
exportation of Galils and Uzis so that the United States can review the importability of these
weapons under the Gun Control Act.

The number of weapons at issue underscores the potential threat to the public health and

safety that necessitates immediate action. Firearis importers have obtained penntiw?po’rt /, /
€ {réasury

nearly 600,000 modified assault,-\type rifles. In addition, there are pending before

Bepastment applications to import more than one million additional such weapons. The number
of rifles covered by outstanding permits is comparable to that which existed in 1989 when the
Bush Administration temporarily suspended import permits for assault$ype rifles. The number
of weapons for vghich permits for importation are being sought through pending applications is
approximately ten times greater than in 1989. The number of such firearms for which import
applications have been filed has skyrocketed from 10,000 on October 9;-99%;-to more than one

million today. ?
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! ’Mdmhﬁstration is committed to enforcing the statutory restrictions on importation of
. ,/ firearms that do not meet the sporting-purposes test. It is necessary that we ensure that the statute
; is being correctly applied and that the’ curreng use of these modifted weapons is consistent with
/ the statute’s criteria for importability. This review should be conducted at once on an expedited
basis. The review is directed to weapons such as the Uzi and Galil that failed to meet the
sporting purposes test in 1989, but were later found importable when certain military features
were removed. The results of this review should be applied to all pending and future
applications.

The existence of outstanding permits for nearly 600,000 modified assault type rifles
threatens to defeat the purpose of the expedited review unless, as in 1989, the Treasury
Department temporarily suspends such permits. Importers typically obtain authorization to
import firearms in far greater numbers than are actually imported into the United States.
However, gun importers could effectively negate the impact of any Treasury Department
determination by simply importing weapons to the maximum amount allowed by their permits.
The public health and safety require that the only firearms allowed into the United States are
those that meet the criteria of the statute,

Accordingly, as we discussed, you will:

1) Conduct an immediate expedited review not to exceed 120 days in length to
/ determine whether modified semiautomatic assaulype rifles are properly importable under the
statutory sporting purposes test. The results of this review will govern action on pending and
future applications for import permits, which shall not be acted upon untii the completion of this

review.

s 2)  Suspend outstanding permits for importation of modified semiautomatic assau@
type rifles for the duration of the 120 day review period. The temporary suspension does not
constitute a permanent revocation of any license. Permits will be revoked only if and to the
extent that you determine that a particular weapon does not satisfy the statutory test for
importation, and only after an affected importer has an opportunity to make its case to the

Department. :
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Statement on the Iliplementation of
the National Voter Registration Act
of 1993

September 12, 1954

This law creates the dpportunity to include
millions of Americans if the political process
who have previously béen excluded because
of difficult and confusing voting rules. I urge
all Americans of all pdiitical parties to reg-
ister to vote, and I urge{the voter registration
groups to continue and expand their efforts
to ensure as many of our citizens as possible
are registered.

NoTE: This statement wis included in a White
House statement announting that the President
signed Executive Order §2926—Implementation
of the National Voter Rdgistration Act of 1993.

Executive Order 12926—
Implementation of the National
Voter Registration Act of 1993

September 12, 1994

By the authority ves ed in me as President
by the Constitution an the laws of the Unit-
ed States of Americaincluding section 301
of title 3, United States Code, and in order
to ensure, as required by section 7(b) of the
National Voter Registration Act of 1993 {42
U.S.C. 1973gg) (“uEe Act”). that depart-
ments, agencies, and pther entities of the ex-
ecutive branch of the Federal Government
cooperate with the States in carrying out the
Act's requirements, ]t is hereby ordered as
follows:

Section 1. Assisttnce to States. To the
greatest extent pr. cticable, departments,
agencies, and other entities of the executive
branch of the Federal Government that pro-
vide, in whole or in|part, funding, grants, or
assistance for, or with respect to the adminis-
tration of, any program of public assistance
or services to persons with disabilities within
the meaning of section 7(a) of the Act shall:
(a) provide, to State agencies administering
any such program, uidance for the imple-
mentation of the réquirements of section 7
of the Act, including guidance for use and
distribution of voter registration forms in
connection with appljcations for service:

(b} assist each sucli State agen, T
istering any such probram with the adm,
implementation of tﬂe Act, Consistemsh-u wl",
legal authority and tile availability oi"] tf Wt p heg
and promptly indicatg to each State aund,. il M
the extent to which juch assistance Bengy
made available; and wil bﬂ p U

(c) designate an offfice or staff to be 4. | Gl
able to provide techrlical assistance toa\ax}. ile)
State agencies. e

Sec. 2. Armed Forcks Recruitment Office, g
The Secretary of Defgnse is directed to wc::k ot
with the appropriate State elections aythg; '3
ties in each State to develop procedures f:;| A
persons to apply to register to vote at Armeg uag

Forces recruitment ¢ffices as required b, M
section 7(c) of the Act . s

Sec. 3. Acceptance|of Designation. To the, g
greatest extent pragticable, departmeng|”
agencies, or other entities of the executive " 13
branch of the Federal Government, if .| % g
quested to be designdted as a voter regisin. )
tion agency pursuant to section 7(a)(3)(B)i) ' o
of the Act, shall: (a) agree to such a design sy
tion if agreement is c}onsistent with the de ﬁ;

artment’s, agency’s, ¢r entity’s legal author.| °
ity and availability of finds; and i
(b) ensure that alj of its offices that ar O 2
located in a particuldr State will have aviil p
able to the public at Yeast one of the nationd: it
voter registration lérms that are required

under the Act to bé available in that State’ 3

The White House,
September 12, 1994.

[Filed with the Offi¢ )
11:21 am., September 13 994) ]

brdler was published in te o
ptember 14.

NoOTE: This Execytive
Federal Register o

Remarks on Signing the Violent . i
Crime Control and Law &
Enforcement Act of 1994 1
September 13, 1994 :

1 think we ought to give the Vice President . ‘,
a hand for all the work that he has fi""e' :
[Applause] Thank you, Mr. Vice Presidett » |

for your introduction and for your labors 08 :!_

this bill. 3
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Most of the introductions have been made,
jot 1 want to join what has been said. I want
o thank the members of my Cabinet, Gen-
«a) Reno and Secretary Bentsen and all the
others who worked so hard on this. I want
w thank all these mayors here, Mayor
Giuliani, Mayor Webb, Mayor Rice, Mayor
Daley, Mayor James. Mayor Rendell all the
other mayors. I'd like to ask-—and there are

. ome county officials here—I'd like to ask

J the local leaders who are here to please
sand up; they didn’t all stand—1I'd like to
sk them all to stand and be recognized.
Mayor Golding, Susan, good to see you.
Mayor Schmoke, Mayor Helmke, Mayor

' Abramson who got cauliflower ear from mak-

ing his phone calls. [Laughter} I'd also like
wask, even though many of thewn have been
introduced, ! would like to ask the people
vithout whom we would not be here today,
)il the Members of the Congress who are
{ bere, Republicans and Democrats, to please
'tand and be acknowledged; every one of

them, I'd like for them to stand up. Thank
vou,

: (]i\ide us Whll

i en a |

é |1|$tead of b

And let me say to all the representatives
of the victims groups and the citizens groups
how grateful we are to you; to all the leaders
of the law enforcement groups; to all the
fank-and-file folks who worked so hard; to

the leaders of the community groups of
rf_Ople who wanted to give our kids some-
olr';gitto say yes to and to prevent crime be-
o1 ﬁCcurs; to all the ministers—to all of
*ou, L thank you for being here and for mak-

" ing this day possible.

dlong t’i\nl:‘)epcanh'people have been waiting
bl or this day. In the last 25 years,
othe. Amem‘] Americans l_mve been killed by

neans. For 25 years. crime has
ot political issue, used too often to
e the system makes excuses for
g criminals and doing the job.
eing used to unite us to prevent
sh criminals, and restore a sense
‘ and security to the American peo-

For the lag
t 6
the most ike]

ot Puniship,

(nme, .
of saret};uﬂl

ple:

years, children have become
elyy victims of violent crime and
) de%zlt'pgtrato.rs. An.d !"o.r 6 vears,
v m?d a crime }):ll \\'1th.0ut ac-
ore and more children died and

e children becamne criminals

15 most [,
. Shingtg
tion while
More and
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and foreclosed a productive life for them-
selves.

In the last 2 vears, Meghan Sposato lost
a mother she had only begun to know; Polly
Klaas lost her life to a felon who should never
have been back on the streets; and James
Darby wrote his President a letter because
he was so afraid, only to lose his life walking
home before anybody could erase his fears.
And still, some people in this town tried to
keep this day from happening. But today, at
last, the waiting ends.

Today the bickering stops, the era of ex-
cuses is over, the law-abiding citizens of our
country have made their voices heard. Never
again should Washington put politics and
party above law and order.

From this day forward, let us put partisan-
ship behind us, and let us go forward—
Democrats, Republicans and independents,
law enforcement, community leaders, ordi-
nary citizens—let us roll up our sleeves to
roll back this awful tide of violence and re-
duce crime in our country. We have the tools
now. Let us get about the business of using
them.

One of the reasons that I sought this office
is to get this bill because if the American
people do not feel safe on their streets, in
their schools, in their homes, in their places
of work and worship, then it is difficult to
say that the American people are free.

Not so long ago, kids grew up knowing
they’d have to pay if they broke a neighbor’s
window playing ball. I know; I did it once.
[Laughter] They knew they'd be in trouble
if they lied or stole because their parents and
teachers and neighbors cared enough to set
them straight. And everybody knew that any-
body who committed a serious crime would
be caught and convicted and would serve
their time in jail. The rules were simple, the
results were predictable, and we lived better
because of it. Punishment was swift and cer-
tain for people who didn't follow the rules,
and the rewards of America were consider-
able for those who did.

Now, too many kids don’t have parents
who care. Gangs and drugs have taken over
our streets and undermined our schools.
Every day we read about somebody else who
has literally gotten awav with murder. But
the American people haven't forgotten the
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difference between right and wrong. The sys-
tem has. The American people haven't
stopped wanting to raise their children in
lives of safety and dignity, but they've got
a lot of obstacles in their way.

When 1 sign this crime bill, we together
are taking a big step toward bringing the laws
of our land back into line with the values
of our people and beginning to restore the
line between right and wrong. There must
be no doubt about whose side we're on. Peo-
ple who commit crimes should be caught,
convicted, and punished. This bill puts Gov-
ernment on the side of those who abide by
the law, not those who break it; on the side
of the victims, not their attackers; on the side
of the brave men and women who put their
lives on the line for us every day, not the
criminals or those who would turn away from
law enforcement. That’s why police and pros-
ecutors and preachers fought so hard for this
bill and why I am so proud to sign it into
law today.

When this bill is law, “three strikes and
you're out” will be the law of the land; the
penalty for killing a law enforcement officer
will be death; we will have a significant—
[applause}—we will have the means by which
we can say punishment will be more certain.
We will cut the Federal work force over a
period of years by 270,000 positions to its
lowest level in 30 years and take all that
money to pay for this crime bill. The savings
will be used to put 100000 police officers

on the street, a 20 percent increase. It will
be used to build prisons to keep 100,000 vio-
lent criminals off the street. It will be used
to give our young people something to say
ves to, places where they can go after school
where they are safe, where they can do con-
structive things that will help them to build
their lives, where teachers replace gang lead-
ers as role models. All of these things should
be done and will be done.

This bill makes it illegal for juveniles to
own handguns and, yes, without eroding the
rights of sports men and women in this coun-
try, we will finally ban these assault weapons
from our street that have no purpose other
than to kill.

But my friends, let us be frank with each
other: Even this great law, the toughest and
smartest crime bill in our history, cannot do
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the job alone. By its own words
a law. It must be implemented b,
it must be supplemenrzed by you, gvﬁu\’”;nd
we put a new police officer on your | o
the officer can’t make you safe unlesg
come out of your home and help the off
do his or her job. Even when we ke, ser
schools open late and give our childrsn u
alternative to drugs and gangs, your children !
won't learn the difference between right ang \
wrong unless you teach them and they're in (
those schools when they’re open. Qur couy, -
try will not truly be safe again until alt Amey. |
cans take personal responsibility for them-l
selves, their families, and their communities
This day is the beginning, not the end, of
our effort to restore safety and security to /
the people of this country. '
Here in Washington there is more that we
can do. Today 1 am naming Vice President |
Gore, whose rein\'enting Government report '
first proposed the cuts in the bureauc E
that will pay for this bill, to head the Presi. (

it is sﬁu'

dent’s Prevention Council. 1 want him to
work with every Department to make this
a coherent and cost-effective effort to give
communities the tools they need to prevent |
crime from occurring in the first place. In'
a few weeks 1 will name the head of our pro- !
gram to put 100,000 new police on the street.
And early next month, the Justice Depart-
ment will award grants to put new police on [
the street in 150 more cities and towns that
applied last year.

Last Sunday, I was in Maryland, and Sen-
ator Sarbanes told me that already one of
our community policing grants had resulted |
in the capture of a serious felon in a commu- |
nity in his State. This will make a difference.
And I want to commend the Attorney Gen-
eral and the Justice Department for being
determined to do this right, to get this money
out to the grassroots so that we can hire the
police and get on with the job.

Thirdly, in the coming months the Vice
President and I will hold forums on crime
and violence all across our country, with all
kinds of people from all walks of life, leading
up here to a meeting at the White House
next year to launch a national effort at the
grassroots level in each and every community
to implement the crime bill properly, to en-
shrine the values and common sense the !
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crime bill represents, and to do something
about this terrible scourge of violence that
is especially gripping our children and rob-
bing them of their future. We intend to con-
tinue the fight, and we want you to keep
working with us.

Today we remember the thousands of offi-
cers who gave their lives to make our Nation
safer, whose names are inscribed in a stone
memorial just a mile away from here. We
remember the innocent victims whose lives
were lost and whose families were shattered
by the scourge of violent crime. We remem-
ber three, James Darby, Polly Klaas, and Jody
Sposato, whose deaths literally galvanized
this Nation and shamed our political system
into action. It is in their memories that I
dedicate this bill. I hope this law will always
be remembered in their names. And I hope,
too, that we will remember what the Vice
President said, “The ultimate victory of this
law will be in the salvation of the children
whose names we will never know.”

Early in 1992, I was walking through one
of the countless kitchens of a hotel lobby in
New York on my way to a dinner when a
waiter working there came up to me and
grabbed me, and he said, “Mr. President”—
he didn’t cali me Governor then—he said,
“My 10-year-old boy is studying this election
in school, and he says I should vote for you.”
But he said, “I want to tell you something
irst, I came here as an immigrant, and the
place where I lived was very poor, and we
%ere very poor. But at least we were free.
Now we five here, and we have more money,
Jut we are not free. We are not free because
1y bay can’t walk across the street and play
n the park unless 1 am with him. We are
ot free because my boy cannot walk to
Cho?l unless I am with him. Make my boy
ree.”

On the day after the crime bill was signed,
received a letter carefully typed from a very
oung man who is the son of a member of
ur administration. It was so eloquent. He
id, “I live in a good neighborhood. I go
+ 8 Nice school. You wouldn't think people
‘¢ me would care about this crime bill, but

ave been keeping up with it every day
*tause every time I go out with my friends
night to a movie or to a game, I think

someone might shoot me before 1 get home.
Now I feel so much better.”

My fellow Americans, this is about free-
dom. Without responsibility, without order,
without lawfulness, there is no freedom.
Today the will of the American people has
triumphed over a generation of division and
paralysis. We've won a chance to work to-
gether.

So in that spirit, let us rededicate ourselves
today to making this law become the life of
our country, to restoring the sense of right
and wrong that built our country, and to
make it safe, not in words but in fact, in the
lifeblood of every child and every citizen of
this country who believes in the promise of
America. Let us make it real.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:48 am. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Mayors Rudolph Giuliani of New
York City; Wellington E. Webb of Denver, CO;
Norman Rice of Seattle, WA; Richard M. Dal

of Chicago, IL; Sharpe James of Newark, NJ; E(ei)-,
ward Rendell of Philadelphia, PA; Susan Golding
of San Diego, CA; Kurt Schmoke of Baltimore,
MD; Paul Helmke of Fort Wayne, IN; and Jerry
Abramson of Louisville, KY. H'R. 3355, approved

September 13, was assigned Public Law No. 103~
322.

Memorandum on the Qunce of
Prevention Council

September 13, 1994

Memorandum for the Vice President, the
Secretary of the Treasury, the Attorney
General, the Secretary of the Interior, the
Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of
Labor, the Secretary of Health and Human
Services, the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development, the Secretary of Education, the
Director of the Office of Management and
Budget, the Director of National Drug
Control Policy, the Assistant to the President
Jor Domestic Policy

Subject: The Ounce of Prevention Council

The Federal Government must administer
its programs and deliver services to the
American people in the most efficient, effec-
tive, and economical ways possible. To that
end, this Administration is committed to
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MEMORANDUMFOR THE SECRBTARYOF THE TREASURY

Subject Importauon of Uzi andGalianreexms

l
The historic Violent Crime Control and Law Buforcemem Act of 1994 banned/l specific assault
weapons, duplicates of those 1 T%nrmyand eemm senuautomanc wedpons possessing

/' various military-style features. _ worked t6 ban these deadly
firearms because a5 the weapon of choicg for and -’-/theywerebe!ng
2 recovered at numerous crime scenesfind refulting injcriminaly béfngibetter armed thai( £
/yﬁ-’é‘ thegahonslaweuforcemmtoﬂcen Laayw,mpmuaresuit‘ofthebanon ‘ weapons .
T fw«whuﬂmwwe%mthehneofdﬂy.ﬂmnmanyywsim1960 andfewerlaw S
' enforcementoﬁeerswerchlhdbymankweapons / o E
7

; ohibition comanedmthelmbanbaassaultweapom,thel%sam .
Control Act{firfiefrestricts the importation of firearms unless they are determined tobe -
, am«ﬂulyautabiefo;_,;rreaddyadaptabbﬁwspmﬁngpmpom To enforce this law, theW
st Treasury Bepertment a3 boveo aring sjsict t determine yhecher handgas meot tis
v smmmnomﬁcassmnmpenﬂudomtmﬂwsponmgwposesmamdmmmomble

IammwmformedthatZafthel&mauuweapomthatwerespemﬁcaﬂybamedﬁom

importation in 1989, the Galil and-the lfzi, have been redesigned in order to circumvent the ban.
mmmduawmchmmuﬁcﬁmbymwmmummmmmseu
in their military configurations - theywaefnundtohavenolegmmatespomngpurpose Itis
now appropriate to deterinine why the redesign weaponswmﬂdhuvelegtamatespornng
pmposesmthnscounnymdmzsuuabkfmmmnuedmpmmonunduﬂwpmmmﬁthe
Gun Control Act of 1968. /

the necessar, stepstormmmeanddetmnewhetherthespomng /—
purposas el shouldbemodlﬁedwxd\respecttotheunpo oftheGahl,sz)
! uﬁreamxsthat-havebee,nsimﬂaﬂyadapted e-eigincered since the

1 assw!tweapons, qu{

Eﬁ’echve immediately, suspend acnon onpendmg and future applxcat:ons to import
these weapons until this review is complete.

Nothing herein shall be construed to require acuons! contrary to applicable provisions of law.
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ME] RETARY OF THE TREASURY ﬁ
. \
Subject: Importation of Uzi and Galil Firearms ) -\r\’\e’

The historic Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement/Act of 1994 banned 19 specific assault
‘/?apons, duplicates of those 19 firegrms and certain oth/lrv semiautomatic weapons possessing
arious military style features. @\Xmsmﬁm and’Congress worked to ban these deadly
firearms because -- as the weapon of choice for gangs and drug dealers -- they were being
recovered at numerous crime scenes and resulting in criminals being better armed than some of
the nation’s law enforcement officers. Last year, in part as a result of the ban on assault
weapons, fewer police officers were slain in the line of duty than in any year since 1960, and
A‘ewer law enforcement ofﬁce%k\i‘lelfd by assault weapons. '

/In addition to the prohibitions contained in the 1994 ban on assault weapons, the 1968 Gun
Control Act f e-rlrestricts the importation of firearms unless they are determined to be
‘/ﬁrﬁcularly uitable for Qt@gdily adaptable for sporting purposes. To enforce this law, the
Treasu.q_lzegitm-eﬁ%s developed a factoring system to determine whether handguns meet this
sporting purposes test and are thus importable. The Department"ﬁ.ls‘o%e/ﬁ‘iﬁnined that
semiautomatic assault type rifles do not meet the sporting purposes test and are not importable.
' 7
I am now informed that 2 of the 19 assault weapons that were specifically banned from
importation in 1989/the Galil and the Uzi, have been redesigned in order to circumvent the ban.
The Galil and UZi; which are manufactured by Israeli Military Industries, were banned because --
in their military configurations -- they were found to have no legitimate sporting purpose. It is
now appropriate to determine whether the redesigned weapons would have legitimate sporting
purposes in this country and are suitable for ¢ontinued importation under the provisions of the
Gun Control Act of 1968. )

s/My Administration has aggressively enforced all applicable laws to keep noggvpéing firearms
and other munitions posing a threat to public safety from entering the country. Therefore, I
direct you to: '

1) Take the necessary steps to reexamine and determine whether the sporting
purposes test should be modified with respect to the importation of the Galil, Uzi
and any other firearms that have been similarly adapted or re-engineered since the
1989 ban on the importation of semiautomatic assault rifles or the 1994 ban on

/ semiautomatic assault weapons; awof

2) Effective immediately, suspend action on pending and future applications to
import these weapons until this review is complete.

Nothing herein shall be construed to require actions contrary to applicable provisions of law.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY
Subject: Importation of‘Modiﬁed Assault-Type Weapons .R

The historic Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 banned 19 specific assault
weapons, duplicates of those 19 firearms and certain other semiautomatic weapons possessing
various military style features. The Administration and Congress worked to ban these deadly
firearms because -- as the weapon of choice for gangs and drug dealers -- they were being
recovered at numerous crime scenes and resulting in criminals being better armed than some of
the nation’s law enforcement officers. Last year, in part as a result of the ban on assault
weapons, fewer police officers were slain in the line of duty than in any year since 1960, and
fewer law enforcement officers were killed by assault weapons.

In addition to the prohibitions contained in the 1994 ban on assault weapons, the 1968 Gun
Control Act further restricts the importation of firearms unless they are determined to be
particularly suitable for or readily adaptable for sporting purposes. To enforce this law, the
Treasury Department has developed a factoring system to determine whether handguns meet this
sporting purposes test and are thus importable. The Department also determined that
semiautomatic assault type rifles do not meet the sporting purposes test and are not importable.

I am now informed that 2 of the 19 assault weapons that were specifically banned from
importation in 1989, the Galil and the Uzi, have been redesigned in order to circumvent the ban.
The Galil and Uzi, which are manufactured by Israel Military Industries, were banned because --
in their military configurations -- they were found to have no legitimate sporting purpose: It is
now appropriate to determine whether the redesigned weapons would have legitimate sporting
purposes in this country and are suitable for continued importation under the provisions of the
Gun Control Act of 1968.

My Administration has aggressively enforced all applicable laws to keep non-sporting firearms
and other munitions posing a threat to public safety from entering the country. Therefore, I
direct you to:

1 Take the necessary steps to reexamine and determine whether the sporting
purposes test should be modified with respect to the importation of the Galil, Uzi
and any other firearms that have been similarly adapted or re-engineered since the
1989 ban on the importation of semiautomatic assault rifles or the 1994 ban on
semiautomatic assault weapons;



Effective immediately, suspend action on pending and future applications to
import these weapons until this review is complete; and

During this review period, closely monitor the continued importation and criminal
use of these modified assault-type weapons, and -- if you determine that
circumstances warrant additional action - take any other appropriate action
including the suspension of existing permits.

Nothing herein shall be construed to require actions contrary to applicable provisions of law.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

Subject: Importation of Modified Assault Weapons

The historic Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 banned 19 specific assault
weapons, duplicates of those 19 firearms and certain other semiautomatic weapons possessing
various military style features. The Administration and Congress worked to ban these deadly
firearms because -- as the weapon of choice for gangs and drug dealers -- they were being
recovered at numerous crime scenes and resulting in criminals being better armed than some of
the nation’s law enforcement officers. Last year, in part as a result of the ban on assault
weapons, fewer police officers were slain in the line of duty than in any year since 1960, and

" fewer law enforcement officers were killed by assault weapons.

In addition to the prohibitions contained in the 1994 ban on assault weapons, the 1968 Gun
Control Act further restricts the importation of firearms unless they are determined to be
_particularly suitable for or readily adaptable for sporting purposes. To enforce this law, the
Treasury Department has developed a factoring system to determine whether handguns meet this
sporting purposes test and are thus importable. The Department also determined that
semiautomatic assault type rifles do not meet the sporting purposes test and are not importable.

I am now informed that 2 of the 19 assault weapons that were specifically banned from
importation in 1989, the Galil and the Uzi, have been redesigned in order to circumvent the ban.
The Galil and Uzi, which are manufactured by Israel Military Industries, were banned because --
in their military configurations -- they were found to have no legitimate sporting purpose. It is
now appropriate to determine whether the redesigned weapons would have legitimate sporting
purposes in this country and are suitable for continued importation under the provisions of the
Gun Control Act of 1968.

My Administration has aggressively enforced all applicable laws to keep non-sporting firearms
and other munitions posing a threat to public safety from entering the country. Therefore, 1
direct you to: -

1) Take the necessary steps to reexamine and determine whether the sporting
purposes test should be modified with respect to the importation of the Galil, Uzi
and any other firearms that have been similarly adapted or re-engineered since the
1989 ban on the importation of semiautomatic assault rifles or the 1994 ban on
semiautomatic assault weapons; '



2) Effective immediately, suspend all existing permits and action on pending? .
applications for permits to import these weapons until this review is complete.

Nothing herein shall be construed to require actions contrary to applicable provisions of law.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

SUBJECT : Importation of Uzi and Galil Firearms Pl’é 17)
’ O{CMéO ?' :

The historic Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of
1994 banned 19 specific assault weapons, duplicates of those
19 firearms, and certain other semiautomatic weapons possessing

various military-style features. My Administr ;ﬁﬂéfv
Congress worked to ban these deadly fi S because -- as the ) 4/7
weapon of choice for gangs and drug,dealers -- they were being e+
recovered at numerous crime scenes)land resulting-in|criminals ¢4}/’

uqﬂblﬁeiné]better armed than some of the Nation's law efiforcement

officers. Last year, in part as a result of the ban on assault
weapons, fewer police officers were slain in the line of duty
than in any year since 1960, and fewer law enfprcement officers
were killed by assault weapons. 4ﬁ;qg,ém

In addition to the prohibitions co Egined in the 1994 b

on assault weapons, the 1968 Gun Control Act restrict he
importation of firearms unless they are determined to be
particularly suitable for or readily adaptable for sporting

" purposes. To enforce this law, the Department of the Treasury

has developed a factoring system to determine whether handguns
meet this sporting purposes test and are thus importable.

The Department also has determined that semiautomatic assault:;,
type rifles do not meet the sporting purposes test and are

not importable. \ 2 1@%?\3

. -

I am now informed that 2 of the 19 assaulﬁ/ﬁéapons that were
specifically banned from importation in'1989, the Galil and

the Uzi, have been redesigned in order to circumvent the ban.
The Galil and Uzi, which are manufactured by Israel Military
Industries, were banned because -- in their military configura-
tions -- they were found to have no legitimate sporting purpose.
It is now appropriate to determine whether the redesigned :
weapons would have legitimate sporting purposes in this country
and are suitable for continued importation under the provisions
of the Gun Control Act of 1968.

A uiiﬂ‘fm
o
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My Administration[bas aggressively enforced all applicable
laws to keep nonsporting firearms and other munitions posing
Z A‘P a threat to public safety from[éntering]the country. Therefore,

I direct you to: éﬂf;;iyﬂﬂ’ Juty |
(1) Take the necessary steps to reexamine and determine

(2)

whether the sporting purposes test should be modified
with respect to the importation of the Galil, Uzi, and
any=pther firearms that hawe en similarly adapted or
ineered since the @b n on the importation
>f-semiautomatic assault Tifles or the 1994 ban on
semiautomatic assault weapons; and

Effective immediately, suspend action on pending and
future applications to import these weapons until this
review is complete.

Nothing herein shall be construed to require actions contrary to
applicable provisions of law.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY
Subject: Importation of Uzi and Galil Firearms

The historic Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 banned 19 specific assault
weapons, duplicates of those 19 earmgand certain czlt%er semiautomatic weapons possessing
various military-style features. Administration and,Congress worked to ban these deadly
firearms because -- as the weapon of choice for gangs and drug dealers -- they were being
f' e recovered at numerous crime scenes@nﬂ&e&lting infcriminaly befng)better armed than(somg)of
/yﬁn 7 the nation’s law enforcement officers. Last year, in part as a result”of the ban on assault weapons,
ew‘jﬂv" fewer police officers were slain in the line of duty than in any year since 1960, and fewer law
_{.M enforcement officers were killed by assault weapons.
-
In addition to the prohibitions contained in the 1994 ban on assault weapons, the 1968 Gun
Control Act[ﬂ;rtﬁqﬂrestricts the importation of firearms unless they are determined to be
, particularly suitable for or readily adaptable for sporting purposes. To enforce this law, the ﬂ
- Treasury has-developed a factoring system to determine whether handguns meet this
sporting purposes test and are thus importable. The Department also%etermined that
~/  semiautomatic assault-type rifles do not meet the sporting purposes test and are not importable.

I am now informed that 2 of the 19 assault weapons that were specifically banned from
importation in 1989, the Galil and the Uzi, have been redesigned in order to circumvent the ban.
The Galil and Uz, which are manufactured by Israel Military Industries, were banned because --
in their military configurations -- they were found to have no legitimate sporting purpose. It is
now appropriate to determine whether the redesigned weapons would have legitimate sporting
purposes in this country and are suitable for continued importation under the provisions of the

Gun Control Act of 1968.
Covt r{Ma.q 7>
“/Lw v My Administration&ag aggressively enforceﬂﬁl applicable laws to keep norys/porting firearms
v and other munitions posing a threat to public safety fron‘}@nteringthe country. Therefore, I
b ‘ J direct you to: 4’?‘/ et A
/w 1) Take the necessary steps to reexamine and determine whether the sporting o
4 “_wf' purposes test should be modified with respect to the imporgation of the Galil, Uz,

and any other firearms that have been similarly adapted 0; re-e;igineered since the
1989 ban on the importation of semiautomatic assault riflesor the 1994 ban on

semiautomatic assault weapons; qx,{

2) Effective immediately, suspend action on pending and future applications to import
these weapons until this review is complete.

Nothing herein shall be construed to require actions contrary to applicable provisions of law.
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Record Type: Record
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To: G. Timothy Saunders/WHO/EQOP
cc: LL
Subject: Directive on Modified Assault Weaponp - Uzi and Galil

Could you have this put in typing and then brought over. 1'd like to circulate it as soon as possible.
Thanks. :
Forwarded by Phillip Caplan/WHO/EOP on 10/21/97 03:36 PM

Jose Cerda lll 10/21/97 03:30:00 PM

Lo
Record Type: Record

To: Phillip Caplan/WHO/EQOP

cc: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message
Subject: Directive on Modified Assault Weapons -- Uzi and Galil

Phil:

Attached please find a proposed directive that DPC, Treasury and WH Counsel have been
working on to respond to concerns that Senator Feinstein raised to the President in a recent
meeting -- and to letters from some 30 Senators and 30 Members. The directive calls on
Treasury to temporarily suspend the importation of certain modified assault weapons, including
the Uzis and Galils that have been highlighted in press reports. About 35.000 of these weapons
have come into the country over the past 2 years. The directive also asks Treasury to
re-examine whether or not these weapons meet the "sporting purposes” test in the 1968 Gun
Control Act. If -- after review -- they do not, they will be permanently banned from importation.
This is the same action that President Bush took with assault rifles (like the AK-47) in 1989,

and that President Clinton took in 1993 with respect to assault pistols.

Rahm asked me to get this to you forthwith. You can call him if you have any timing/process
questions. Leanne and | would be happy to answer any other questions you may have from a
policy perspective.

Jose'

]
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Elena Kagan/OPD/EQP

Karen A. Popp/WHO/EQOP

Tracey E. Thornton/WHO/EOP
Peter G. Jacoby/WHO/EOP
Leanne A. Shimabukuro/OPD/EOP
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November 14, 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

SUBJECT : Importation of Modified Semiautomatic
Assault-Type Rifles

The Gun Control Act of 1968 restricts the importation of
firearms unless they are determined to be particularly suitable
for or readily adaptable to sporting purposes. In 1989, the
Department of the Treasury (the Department) conducted a review
of existing criteria for applying the statutory test based on
changing patterns of gun use. As a result of that review,

43 assault-type rifles were specifically banned from impor-

. tation. However, manufacturers have modified many of those
weapons banned in 1989 to remove certain military features
without changing their essential operational mechanism.
Examples of such weapons are the Galil and the Uzi. )
'In recent weeks Mémbers of Congress have strongly urged that it
is again necessary to review the manner in which the Department
is applying the sporting purposes test, in order to ensure that
the agency's practice is consistent with the statute and current
" patterns of gun use. A letter signed by 30 Senators strongly
urged that modified assault-type weapons are not properly
importable under the statute and that I should use my authority
to suspend temporarily their importation while the Department
conducts an intensive, expedited review. A recent letter from
Senator Dianne Feinstein emphasized again that weapons of this
type are designed not for sporting purposes but for the com-
mission of crime. In addition, 34 Members of the House of
Representatives signed .a letter to Israeli Prime Minister
Binyamin Netanyahu requesting that he intervene to stop all
sales of Galils and Uzis into the United States. These

concerns have caused the Government of Israel to announce

a temporary moratorium on the exportation of Galils and Uzis

so that the.United States can review the importability of

these weapons under the Gun Control Act.

~ The number of weapons at issue underscores the potential threat
to the public health and safety that necessitates immediate
action. Firearms importers have obtained permits to import
nearly 600,000 modified assault-type rifles. In addition, there
are pending before the. Department applications to import more
than 1 million additional such weapons. The number of rifles
covered- by outstanding permits is comparable to that which
existed in 1989 when the Bush Administration temporarily
suspended import permits for assault-type rifles. The number
of weapons for which permits for importation are being sought
through pending applications is approximately 10 times greater
than in 1989. The number of such firearms for which import
applications have been filed has skyrocketed from 10,000 on
October 9, 1997, to more than 1 million today.

more
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My Administration is committed to enforcing the statutory
restrictions on importation of firearms that do not meet the
sporting purposes test. It is necessary that we ensure that the
statute is being correctly applied and that the current use of
these modified weapons is consistent with the statute's criteria
for importability. This review should be conducted at once on
an expedited basis. The review is directed to weapons such as
the Uzi and Galil that failed to meet the sporting purposes test
in 1989, but were later found importable when certain military
features were removed. . The results of this review should be
applied to all pending and future applications.

The existence of outstanding permits for nearly 600,000 modified
assault-type rifles threatens to defeat the purpose of the
expedited review unless, as in 1989, the Department temporarily
suspends such permits. Importers typically obtain authorization
to import firearms in far greater numbers than are actually

- imported into the United States. However, gun importers could
effectively negate the impact of any Department determination by
simply importing weapons to the maximum amount allowed by their
permits. 'The public health and safety require that the only
firearms allowed into the United States are those that meet the
criteria of the statute.

Accordingly, as we discussed, you will:

1) - Conduct an immediate expedited review not to exceed
120 days in length to determine whether modified semiautomatic
assault-type rifles are properly importable under the statutory
gporting purposes test. The results of this review will govern
action on pending and future applications for import permits,
which shall not be acted upon until the completion of this
review.

2) . Suspend outstanding permits for importation of

modified semiautomatic assault-type rifles for the duration

of the 120-day review period. .The temporary suspension does
not constitute a permanent revocation of any license. Permits
.will be revoked only if and to the extent that you determine
that a particular weapon does not satisfy the statutory test
for importation, and only after an affected importer has an
opportunity to make its case to the Department.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON



