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Can Black Gold Ever Flow

By NEELA BANERJEE

ABCTIC VILLAGE. Alaska
§ rigged as qrocouide sk the muarshy
A eoastal plam of (he Arglig Nanoenad
Wikdlhife Hafuge streiches 110 mues
fiom the Canmng River i g west
Alas¥a's burder with Cunsda o the 208t
Gver o few weeks o e early ArStic M
curnn, the motthed groen langth of the plag
deepans to the coler of coffes grounds ang
rusi a tark vemn beosesn the slate Beaulont
iea and ihe iraved norihern edge of e
Brooks mountamn range.

The fate of this hushed span of waden, jike
many other matters. may hang on 8 dut
come of she presudennal glection. I Gov,
iJeorge W. Bush of Texas 6 thy new prasi
dear, this plain and the o daposiey i govers
inay Decome an uniikaty Drovig grovms foe
the xtnd ot company 8P Amoes s ang what
1L aspires (o be: an oy company that 5 alse s
protector of the anvironmment.

From us basa in London, BP Amaco. the
sworid's third-largest o company and argu-
thiv the most powariul plaver in Alaskan
wd, has broken rasks wuh most of e pecro
ey ncusiry and worked (o hudd a ceputa-
imn 35 a0 enwvironmenial ponser, while
coplimang {0 promote ol developrosst.
Over the last three vaars. i has acknowl-
-lged the danger of giobal warming and
embraced alternauve fuels. Ta Toster this
smage. 3P amoce unvelied 2 sunhurst loge
a3 new mgtin: Seyond Petroleum.

%o far. BE, whith gumps slightly maore
*?z“’zzz G000 barrels of o4 5 day from Alas

%3, has swiestepped the guestion of <oulmg
un e constal plaw of the refugse, on emo-
conat envircomental ive et gained aar
ncnal aention durng the gms%&emmi TaLE,

Driing propopents. nchriing Me Bush,
the Alusian congressional delegaton und
wiost of ine Republons Parre, sy the foune

Ery's energy dependence hinges on ilape,

xng {he thong of bareels of o3 thar gouke-
IS suspedt are below the plan’s permas
frost, perhans ensdgh o sumg 3 mubion
harrels a day for 20 vears, For opporsnts of
the dnilling, tncluding Vice Prasident Al
Gure, the 155ue 15 3 zero-suim game: f the
area is openad to developmaent, a rara wil-
derness wherg many birds and ammals
hear thewr voung wonld be lost,

Ar. Baush has said unequivoacally that he
would open e coastal pHan o ol explory-
100 ang producton, though he would need

Cungresswnal support (o proceed. Sir foha
Browne, the BP chief execuuve, said last
week that of the area was unlocked under a
Repgublitan admimsiration, BP would be
gierestad o new eXploration opportunities
shere [T i Bids on leases to cevelop frelds,
whieh ¢ mighiy probabie given the demands
on 1he camnany 0 bolster sroduciion and s
stocik arice, BP wavid have a chance o show
what Sevong Peirolesm reaily means.

A green gil COMPany My SSEM an oXye
miornn, Dul some regaiaters, SCentsts, enve-
ronmentalists and investors say they ¢an

ususly believe that the company
might be uryng o {ransform usel!
aivd ap indusiry (hat has bedome
synonymous with peliution. For the
st few vears. environmentplisis
and indigenaus groups have meg wilh
HBP exerulives and board members
te iry 10 persuade them (o promige
not to drill ie the refuge, just as the
campany pledged a decade ags
stay oui af Aantarciica. Those whe
have placed some fauh ia 3P sce the
Arétie  Hefuge, hame o scarce,
unigue wildhife. 35 the crucial test of
the ¢ompany’s environmenial re-
sulve.

The BP record se far is mexed. The
company's other activifies i Alaska
gver the fast few vears suggest that
there is a vast gepgrophical and
phiinsopmical gulf wahin the compa.
ny, On one side are exegutives In
Londan who, preach environmental
ism: on the other are engineers in
Anchorage who Tace ne pressure of
oil-driven local politics and their own
bottam line.

BP execulives repeal 3 company.
wide qtantra of “ne damage” e
envirenment, ang 15 undg have o
meet cerfam environmental goals.
“¥We Rave learned 3 lotin 38 vears”
said F X &'Keefe, the head of 8F'y
Alaska Expleration  um 0wy
record shaws we can go into ditferent
areas wih itle o no impact”

_ But the company's yioek price uliv
mately depends on how much sl #
draws out of the ground ami . what
cest. To ensure 4 steady tgwal o ag
supplies from Afaska's North Slope
deciine, 8P has grocgedsd  with
projects and campians (har poss
significant Nsks o Alaska’s 2C0RRY,

Green?

sald mary siare and fedaerst reguise
tors, widhfe biglogists, enviranmen-
ralists and representatives af auitve
penples.

CThey're (rving (0 present a4 new
B, but 17°% business a3 usual,” sad
Franois A Grant-Sutte, who, a4 o
recior of privaressectol iniIanvEs Al
the Warld Widiife Fund, rmeels regis
farly with BP exscutives. On the
P R.level they hove hagn successiisl
at differenuating thamsehves Irom
othets, byt by virtug of what thav'rg
doing an e ool slasm Aou 2an
see ' sheer rheng”

TKZS sear. the company sgraed
1 n Somphiange order s the
state of Alagka that profubus g
from dribng feveral momhs 57 the
vear of Northstar. the lirst aifchore
well 1 the Norih Amencan Arcu
The stare caniends tha BP woubklng
e abie o cleay up an ol soth i the
Gren waters off Northstar, BF wag
alsy placed wrder crisnunal probation
far fiva vears smi paut §7 muliton @
civil s crominal penaltes to the
federal governmen: alter fumdhng a
case of dumping by a contracigr at
another alaska site, Endicott.

Although B hag saud it 15 not an
acnve party in the heated discussion
about developmant in the refuge, it
has donated lteny df thousands of
dnligrs w Arcnge Power. o group [ob-
bying (6 open the refuge t dnlling,
a5 well as 10 politicinns who support
such afforty, ciading My, Bush and
the Hepublican Party,

*Heing heyont pairoleum I an
snpasiiliny, it what on the ground
Fays they are? asled Thegders L
Bockwell Jr. who ooordinates e
Envirnnmenial Protecuun geney's
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A Reputation Under Threat

b and 23s pragrad oy Al

3P Quil s FEQUEILION 00 eXENO-
swmoamd Erddig i, Hrst oo o
g B a0 adovey Tae
List gengraon. i she Nerth Sed ang
rlaska. Earlier (s year, when BP
sought tne Adanug Bshfield Compa-
Ay, 1% Mg rvi an the dorih Slope.,
o Nad o seH ARCO'S Alaskan telds
o Philiips Patesloum in order (o
raceive {pgdersl approval {or e dedl,
Preflips proaducss somewhst musre
ik nui BP, un 3 cuntrast hasis vdh
ahar omlb concerns, aperates mast
Nomh Slope helds. making b the
damuaant lorce in alaskan ol

The Company's mageaver fTom )
stand Brifsh ehergy empire 2
Brash meaverick that embraced divi
ruAmentiiiem 15 the handiwork of S
fabn, the chef exscunve. A ¢Bresr
gampany man whe garned s M2 A
1 the Uruted $1atet and worked in
aloska inthe lage 138873, 3 John, 32
has given the 154 business units with-
i 8P praster mdesendence while
demangding impressive resulls, He
also Tymbared himself wish re.
sparch on giphal warming aad saug
trge vears gge ihal (he company
shbult tAKE 0 stand on theissue, sad
Saved Fue, chief of zeul lor govern:
menr angd public affsrs 31 B2

Fueking wmdustry  wisaoam. 8P
agreed with the des that carbon
thoxide eoussians contrite o gioh-
ab wormmg and ptedged 1o Cuf 18
awn ermissions by H percent by 2018
the cumpany i3 amang the world’s
lurgest mokers of soiar panels and
#3635 salar power af many ol U5 own
radtites, 0 s gradually shifung the
cphaas of (s expisraten and pro-
duetion frem crude ¢ (0 Cleaners

3 Prowpective ol o7 ges Al
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wrameg maturat gus

Tl deirer g sompiovess

@ fuly, S fchn wroe thac

28y volues mav e mane

fested i aifferent wave, bt

they have much s come

mon: a respect for the mandual and

the diversuy of mtankind. a responst

Whity 1o pratect the nAUCL! snvirons
el

sharehaiders fisks Sir lohn's mes.
“ige semously. A the annudl meet-
i an Agrd, L percent of sharehald-
ers vpted for a resaduton demanding
that 8P {eraunate Norrhsiar Jng
say i of tha refuge, A proporiion <Q
high thar ¢ siunned company man.
agement and even those who piro.
Juced the measurs.

“Mavbe i3 pamiful for BP 1t have
tus degree of Wrutiny, but bemg
held aocountadie @il hely BP um-
grave uE: envirdnmental cerforme
ance over the long cun” sawd Simon
Bilieaness, sanior anajvsi at Trillium
Asser Manngement of Boston, ane of
the spongsors of the resoluton.

The nouen of dridling in the ¢oasial
slam of the refugs provokes intense
debate because of whar the opposing
jiges see af stake. Every summer,

Thousands of birds f7om a5 near as

Wastungion Srate and as far as Aol
AFCHCS #ght opon (he parraw strip
of tundrs 1o bear thewr young. Aabout
130,000 carbou, RnOwn as the Porcu-
pine herd, migrate almost 300 males
srnually from Canada 1o calve on the
freeiess expanse,

*There are 3 it of peaple who wili
never ga a the refuge, but | get some
pezce of mund knowing that there

a1 aega of naturaieess na sach a
svake”” sad Fran Maser, a widhie
Blologrst wih e United Szages Figk
and Wildude Seovice and an expert o
e refude, < Whers else ran , od nave
=0 Serdds E fanbow i many
el ioOxen ropmmygdT

RILLING  prmponents v
D there are aboul i buthion dar.
r2i3 wn the refuge. Bt noone
gnows haw st ¢l 15 n the cousal
plutn because very hitle sxploraray
ks een done there. One explorntory
weli backed by 8P and Chavron was
srafted vears sgo on fand ewned by
tdigergus peoples wihie the refuge.
B sasd the resulis were & nropries
tary secrel,

Based on seismic data angd wror.
matian gigaasd from ol vells nanr
the refuge. the United States Gaslogy
gal Suevey hos esumated nat b
aclogically recovecohble ol i <he
783 5 about 7.7 bethon Darrels 1 the
argn pumped one mujHon barrels &
g3y, i conid supply o o the Uniced
Seazes for vwo decades. In compan
son, the grent Prudboe Bay fiekd
the Morih Siope aof Alasks, where 2P
staked i3 forwne J0 years agn, nad
Aboue 8.2 buion barrels.

Whatever autnbers (he <yperis
zeetia on, Greg (uidery worres that
iney wiil draw oif compames o the

n pas e e Arels Tlatoral Wiglife Reluge.
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constal pian, A member af the 7300
member Gwich' i Indign nation gt
lives seatiered hrough the doreal
mrests of northwest Sasada and
sarth central Alaska, Mr. Gilbert
mints carshoy © femd his tamily of
seven. Unti about 50 years agy, (he
Gwieh'in followed the Poroupne
herd in us trek. Now, they live m
settiernents of sne-story glapbogrsd
houses heateg by wood stoves and
ofren withaut running wWater.

Arcic Village, s settiemant out-
side the soushern rimi of the refuge, s
hom#s 1o Mr. Gilbert angd about 250
athar Gwich’in, most of ther unem-
ployed, whe survive by hunting cars
nou. Every few hours dunng one fall
day, yaung men rode down from a
nearby nidge in therr aikterran vehi-
¢les and unipaded shanks and sides
of cariboy and moose \nto thelr cat-
In¥.

Bundled in a fur hat sgainst the
biting wind ong afternoon, Mr. Gil.
bert climbed a rickety 10foot phat-
form on the edge of & forest of stunt.
gt ook and pine and 100k out binog.
wiacs (o sarvey for garibou.

“Canbou gre sensitive,” Mz, Gli-
ey said, The oil companies wgnt o

drilf in the refuge, but he
zigers say the caribou will
disappear, They  will
change their route.””
He chmbed down from
the shiservation plasform,
and Bis face wag tight with cancem,
1 sk drlling il eventually Rap
pen' ke said. “The oil Companies
have the power to do it But 1 worry
about e future, my kids. their
Ruds” :

Opponents of drililng say the rel
uge could be betrer protected fram
deveiopment 1 President Clinton de-
ciared the ared a nagional mony-
rment, Congress could oyertum such
& designasion, but there (& no prece
dpnt tor doing 50

BP contends that oil development
would not Rarm caribou, pointing o
the thrrving herd in the Horth Sivoe,
A range of independent wiidiife blales
gists dispute BP's argument Maores
aver, the coastal piain in the rafuge s
{ar staziler than the North Slape but
has 10 times the caribou popuiation,
which would make i¢ very hasd for
the animaiz 10 aveld oil infrasiruc.
fure. .

#§ says it can devetop ail flelds an
the coastal piain with what it calis
pigsealT  envicgnmental impact,
The acrsage hat its newest wells
socupy, their “footprint.” is much
smaller thay that of aider wells, and
ipelinas are Dult higher 1o let can-
nou pass underneatin Often, there
are no roads nearby, and workers
are airlifted e .

Stray cartbou roam near the Prugd-
hoe Bay roads that rumbie wih
srucks and pick-ups. Others graze

THE NB'W YORK T:MBY

somepmes  wnder  pipelines. One
bright mormng, near (he Phallips Al
ping fiald, 3 fock of geese ified Hke a
hand from the 181 tanie of the yn-
dra. The drive i3 o 4 no damage @
the environinent,” sid Mr, O'Keele
of BP’'s aAlaska Euploragon unit,
echoing he 'm0 darnsge’” theme
feard 50 plten i BP olhees fram
Ltondon o Anmhorage. "There's 5o

contiicf here, The wes ryng trough.

ait Jevels of the company”’

From the spare halls of BP's Alas-
ka headquarters in Anchorage o the
bustiing commpany cafeterta o Dead-
horss mn the Norgh Siepe. green-and-
veilow posters spread ihe new envi
ronmemal gospel: “Go, Do, Think
Beyorsl.” “BP, gold. Progressive.”

LT doubts aboutl the compa-

ay's environrmental mission

rundeep. In London, wags say
the company 15 Beypixd Belief. In
Alagha, i 15 $aid that workers on the
North $Sispe, mianiy of whom have
weathersd the parsh undra and the
mdustry's bad image far more than
20 years, grumbie that BP looky
weak for going green.

8P has made sure tha: its inter-
astg are provected. This year, 4 fon.
sributed 338266 o Arclic Power, the
pro-development iobbying group. A
ap sxecutive also serves mm the
board of the group BF donates o
poilticians whe vote regulariy 1o
open the refuge. Moreover, i3 dona-
ons I e Repudlican Party this
year witre $513.878 gut of its (otai of
$901.7%6 to political action commit
[pas and party organizacons, accards
ing 0 the Center for Responsive Poli
pieg. The company contributed
$34.42] to Mr. Bush this year, com-
pared wath $4.250 10 Mr. Gore.

Big interest in the refuge reflects
its need Lo Alaska output high.
Al 8 peak in 1988, the Norih Siope
produced an average af 283 rtlion
sarrels of oil a day. In 1989, dady
pusrput fell to about 108 million bar
rels, according o the staie Depart.
ment of Natoral Resources.

As the Arctic Refuge issues are
worked out, BP 18 looking for rich
new reserveirs in the Manonal Feiros
ieam Haserve Lo he wast of its Prud-
woe Bay flelds, amst aifshoows of #s
alder developments, 5o It 2mbarked
on Nenhstar, a [78-msHioparrel
figtd that, in the dimunishing roser-
venr of the North Skope, 15 consujered
a large find.

The tig sits on a square, art! HIEH
fivescrs isiand in the ocean Deyond
sarrier skands, Fodangerpd bowe
hipad whales migrate near Nosthstar,
and within the barpier islands (w0
rypes of tireatened se3 Jucks gather

by the thousands every summer be- -

tore paigrating south for the Wiy

NOY 12

3 When the fishs s operaung iy,
55,000 barreis at crude o wii pyss 10
shore dasly through a papeline byried
beigw the seabed. an engineering
first, BF wall sears dodiing thss wins
ter, and i 18 seeling regulatory ap
troval fnr another ilshors weil, Lib-
grty. farther 16 the east of Northstar
and closer 1o the refuge.

*Te be ahle to dri)l year-round at

Marihstar, BP must prove (o Alas.
kan pfficials that 3t can Cclean up &
smli i Lke wce-strewn watsr, shoyuid
wark 3t Mocthstar ever go dwry,
Simee inst fll, BP nag heid three
sisan-up drills, and each ame it has
taded. [n every attempt, \he Broken
e i the water wrecked or disabled
the egupment designed 10 collect oit.
Duriig A [est st moenth, popoors
throws on the water as a mock spil
ticared past the clean-up barges, si-
fent testumony o BP's difficulties,
T As & result of the msin, Alaskg has
plaved BP under a compliancs order
that protubits the cotapany from
driting at Northstar when the (rozes,
acean around it has thawed and bro-
Ken, or frofe about May e Novem-
ber.

the company, Alaska officals
said, claimed in s plan that it couid
capiure ot} when up 10 70 percent ai
the sea is covered with we, But the
staie resources depariment contend.
#d that BP had difficulty even whelg
there were irace ambunts of ice 0
ihe water, based on what $ mont
wirs had witnessed.

“When you ¢an't ciean up il in the
Aresi, should you be going i at
ait? asked one federai sfticial who
spake on condition of anonymity.

Norihstars pipeline is the frst 0
run under the seabwd of the Arctic

NEL

[ AR,

© eesn. In winter, 3 provess cilled ice

sepuring Occurs e AFCIC, 85 108
breaks cp. smashes together and
plows into the sea flooy. BP has i
stalled a thick, single-wall pipeline
ihat the COMPAnY S£y8 5 buried deep
enuugh to sveid a punacture. The
Joint Pipeitne Office, 3 stawe and
fndoral committee, ested and ap-
proved the pipe.

gyt other federal officials. envi-
renmentalists and ‘an independent

&
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Tepert an pipebyas conténdad thar 3
dutblgewsiied g woulkd e agmie
sty andur Doedladi ceraan ol the
HOVIFSen Al R datement
gave ine 8P speinie A0aul & ongan.
fpur chanes of falure, The Hinal ver.
st put the odds at 2 i % percent,

irnhim Konuk, sead of the Cana-
dig regearch am and a consuitant
for the Laed Siatas Fish and %id-
ke Service on the envirenmentat im-
pact statemienl Jor Liberty, dued
cancerns Dased on o RARIAY compul.
¢ modeling projecl Conducied by
Cannda’s Gestagieal Survey on ks
scourmg ang pipelines, There's a
very good Cchance that sigle pipe
wil fml he squd,

BP ami the Jomnl Pipeling (Qifice
fay 0 gounte-wialled sipe woultd be
mgre complicated, amd therglore
harger o monster and repar, The
company saud 1 would suck with &
singleswailed gipd at Lidbeny,

2P has excalléd in one environ.
meniatarena: as parns of 3 plga agres-
ment  selile 1 federal errmanal
=ase filed agamnst the company iate
Lagt vear. BP has mgleuted a nanon.
wige envicghimenial monuonng pio-
gram az g exploranen, delling angd
production umis to IMprove over-
sight angd reduce the chance of acei-
Jents and spils,

in 1945, a whistiesiowsr {rom BE's
North Slope Endicast tield reported
that the contractor for which ne was
workmg, Deyon Dniling had been
iflegally  disposisg of  hazardous
wistes from about 1997 to 1995 Last
year., the Justive Department filed
the crimunal suit and 3 civd suit
Juninit BP. The cempany, whch
stasded guilly 1 oné viclauon of
repegral epvirosmental laws, was
frine 33050 in the erimmal pro-
ceeding and panl 38.3 midiion w seltle
ihe ol suil.

THE NEW YURK TIMES

EDERAL attormeys m  the
F iminal tase sgams: BP con-

antad that the 2ampany ¥new
of Doyon's scmvities Dul iookes the
OURBE WaEY -= AN accusatms thar BP
dented, In the settlemen: of the coim-
inal caxe. BP was placad on proba-
sn tor five vears. The cornpany alse
volunigerad aver that period @ pul
s pIACEe A Stringent natonwide en
vIrGRMEALAl management program
3t A Cost of aboul $15 mullion.

While prasing ifte extra step (aken
by BE, g fedeval prosecuter recog
mized tha chiailenge that the company
faces. U ibink folks a1 thew hughest
lzvels are commitiad (o envirnamen-
tal 155028, said Deborah Smuh, dep-
uty chief of the snvironmengal
CTEMEE 3ECLI0N f e Jusie Depart
menl, " Bul dees that reach down 1o
their 0 rig sperator and change the
thunkig 4f an ol ng worker wha (s
irom an wwdustry that Base's always
meen concerned 3bou the SRVITOI
mmant?” -

Falling Yield

AYrANE I0E Sl SroaLgion
1 ig Horth Jicoe of Alaska
e 1377,

2: s m:}are»ama;

RTToREA#IITOCI AN [EPPIe

T
Suedrris Hagesk [O0arrort of “ehoai
Rogeverey
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Gregory Gilbert, of the Gwich'in Indian ration, hunts for mogse to feed his family in norihern Alaska,
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A caribou grazed under od pigelines, above, near an operations cgnzer owned by BP Amaco, the
dominant ¢il company in Alagis.
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Arctic Resorve Safeguards Urged

8y H. JOBEF HEBERT
% The Assogliaced ¢ress

WASHINGTON (AP) - About 250 scientists urged President {linton to impose
gafeguards against oil drilling at che Arcric National Wildlife Refuge and
TCgnsure the conservation of this unigue srotic aongystem, '

In a latter to Clinton, the scientisys said Wednesday that ~"five decades of
biciggical studies and scientific regearch have confirmed the nsed to
procect the refuge’s 1. $-million-acre ooastal plain from develspment,

Clinzon has oppousd congressional efforrg to allow drilling in the refuge in
the nertheagtern corner of Alaska. Many anvironmentalistg have urged him in
recent months o make the rafuge's cgoaszal strip a protected monumant before
he leaves the White House, but White House officialg have inzisted no such
action ig under discussion.

Viee Preaident Al Gore, the femocvatic nominee to succeed Clinran, sctrongly
cpposes oil drilling in the refuge. His GOP rival, Gov. George W. Bugh, has
said opening the refugse to ¢il development would be 3 major part of his energy
serategy. Bush has argued thas drilling can e condusted withoul hsrming the
rafuge's ecosystem or wildiife,

The .5, Geclogizal Surwey has estimated that che refuge’s coastal plain may
hold about i1 biliion tarvels of 0il, about as much as the Prudhoe Bay Uield
0 miles to the wess, with about 80 parcent of thas sconomically recoverakilie.



Ipvirconmentalises srgue developmgnt of the oil would Seopardize the coasial
plair'g wildlife, including 130 specles of migrating birdg; thousands of
porcupling caribou that give Birch 0 their young thers in susmer; and polar
bears, musx oxen and grizazly bears.

In Wednesday's letter to {Iinton, the scientists said che cosstal plain is a
‘vital component 0f the Dislogical diversity ¢f the rafuge’’ and warrsants the
‘game procectien as other areas of the 19-million-scre refuge already get aside

as pyroteccad wildeyness. :

While the sciencists gaid chey were not philosophically opposed ro oil and gas
development in Alaska, they wrote: ""Based on our ccollscrive esxperience and
understanding of the cumulaztive effects of ¢ll and gas developmenr on Alaska’s
Hovih Slope, we 40 nogp believe these impacts have been adequately considersd:!
when it comes 10 the rsfuge.

The lestsr-writing effort way organized by the Alaska offive of che National
Audubon Booieny and the HNew Yorx-based Wildiife Conservacion Sooieny,

Among scientists endorsing the letver wsre 69 from Alaska and 28 from Canada
The scientists ingluded Bdward Wilgen, & two-time Pulitzer Prize-winning
Dislogise from Harvard: snd Paul Ehrlich of Stanford., a leading niclogiscs and
author of zheg 1958 book the Populacion Explosion. ’

S$en, Frank Murkowski, R-Alasks, one of Congress’ most vocal proponsents for
driiling in che refuge, said most of whe scientisus probably had never visgited
the refuge. Referring to Ehrlich, Murkowski said, ““He pradicted phat il
gupplies would be gone Ly the yesr 2000.°°

Murkowaki ssid it's a “Umyth' to say that oil can’'t be developed it the
refuge withour hurting the ecosystem and wildlife, aspecially with new, less
intrusive drilling technology. SN

¢il hass been pumped in Prudhoe Bay for 30 years, said Murkowski, and zhe
caribou have thrived,

““They're not shot at, They're not run down by snowwmcbiles,'' he said, and the
pelar bears “Twalk the pipeling because ic’s warm. '

On the Nez: Arctic Power, pro-develcopment Arcric National Wildlife Reserve
lophying group: htbpg://www. enwr.ocg =

Alaska Wilderness Leagus: htip://wwew. alaskawild.ory

_Energy Information Adminiscracion: http://wew.ela, doe. gov
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Copyrighe 2800 The Associaved Press. The information contained in the AP news
raport may not be publisned, brosdoast, rewritten O otherwige digtribuced

without the prior writzsn authority of The Associated Press. All active
hyperlinks have hesn ilngerted by AOL.

;:;i


http://www.alaskawild,org
http://~,anwr,org
http:experier.ce

Environment News Sernice: Arctic Drilling Pro . Page | of 3

The LYE \“‘SJ %\Iemr;rk Pree imornet :u‘m; - Blnd it - Labk sbus s - Shap for it

Lycos Mome » News » Environmerd >

Top News
Headiines Q Environment

Envireamant News
Message Board

Bersonaiize Your

Arctic Drilling Proposal Sparks Heated Debate

News . By Brian Hansen

Srvironment WASHINGTON, DC, Novembar 1, 2000 {ENS} - The debate over opening the

Websites Asctc National Wildlifs Refuge o ol daveiapment came 16 tha Natonsl Press
Club in Washington today, as a top Clinton Administration official and

higas \Wa 2 powerful Republican Senator outiined two very difarant views of the

contanfous siscton year issue,
Surrent Events Chat

The Arctic Natlonal Wildlite
Scisnce News Refuge supports a vast herd of
Gariboi 1Al photos courtesy Arctic
E-Wire Natlonal Waidiite Refuge}
instant Updates
Jarmis Rappaport Clark, the
Environment News  director of the U3, Fish and
trdex Wildlite Ssnvice, appeared at g
proas caorderance with o host of
Environmernt erviroamental leaders to urge that
Events Galandar the refuge be "permarnently
protectad for future gensrafions.”
ENS Featurss
Ecolimml "Whaen ;:mpie talk about opening {:m refuge] to oil development, they're
S Scarecary advocating steking an oil well right smack in the middle of the vdldest place (eft
mm%m i Amenica," Clark said, "What will fulurs generadiona think of us if wes hand

themn an Arctic coastal plane scared with off well, roads ard pipsiines, sucked
dry of fus! and also sucked dry of the incradible wildlifs tiat used to be thers?”

But ot another prass conference held just down !e hatl, Clark's point was
sharply rafuted by one of the isading proponents of opening the refugs to oil
developmant, Alaska Senator Frank Murkowsid,

Murkowski, & Republican, did acknowiedge that there ars some "egitimate
srvirsnmanis concems’ asscciatad with petraisum development in e ragion.
But the sanator had lithe to say about that sublect today, focusing instaad on
what e termed the "natona security” implications of the malter.

“Racent ovents in the Middle East have given us yet another remindsr that we
are being hsid hostage to foreign ol said Murkowsk, refaring to the terronst

attack in Yemsrt that killed 17 sailors aboard the 11.5.8. Cols, & Navy destroysr,
it donst have to be this way,”

YA
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E Senator Frank Murkowski it courfery OMica of the Senator)

Murkowsks advocates opering up the so-caiied “coastal plain’
of the Arctic Natonal Wildlits Refuge (ANWR) to ol

f sevelapmant, a position shared by Ms parnty's Prasidentai

I nomines, Texas Govermor Georgs W, Buah,

The 1.5 miflion acre coastal piain is the only area of the
Alaskan North Slope whers ail sxploraton and deveiopmentis prohibitad by
taw. Murkowski argued that opening the ANWR coastal plain ta ol
developmant is necessary io reduce U.S. dependence on farsign oil,

Murkowsks lashed out at President Bill Clinton and Vice President 2] Gore, tha
Be_mmziz: candidats for prasidant, for “discouraging” domestic ol production,
which the senator said has compromised the nation's foreign policy,

"How can we be an honest broker in the Middie East peacs process when we
are behoiden o israal's swom enemy - firagi Prasident! Saddam Mussain - 1o
keep ouwr citizens warm this winter?” said Muzkomie “We need [rag's] oil -
GO0,000 barrels per day."

Polar bears, already impacted by
shrinking ice shaets, could suffer
i oil drifling is allowed in the
Refuge

Murkowsid maintained that Clinton
and Gore ars putling American
soidiers and saiors al nisk in order o
pron up their "failed snergy policy.”

"Ramamber, the LLE forces atrisk
are in place to protect off we depend 5 +

on from the Middle East,” he said, "Qur d&mwcma on Middie East ol
illustrates the failurs of cur energy policy arng conslitides a threat 1o our
national security.”

Qpaning up the coastal plain to ol exploration could significantly raduce this
depandency, Murkowaki said. The Alaska senator said the region could
irreane domastic production by almost one milifon barre!s per day - nearly
twdcs the amount of off that the United States imports from irag on a daily basis.

W can reassert American leadership by ssmuring that our anergy policy and
our forsigrs policy are working o achieve cormnmon goals,” Murkowaki said. "We
can oper ANWR safsly. The potential is thare ™

The Slinton Administration's Clark countsred that apsning ANWR o ol

deveiopment wouid have a “major adverss impact’ on he refuge and iy
wildlife, .

33
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q The Refuge containg millions of
1acres of fragile tundra habitat

"Thare shiould be noiliusions on
this poirt, it would mean that a ket
 of wells, ports, darmitorise,
haidicapter pads, and so on, will
rimad i bs connected by many
miles of roads and pipelines

§ crisa-crossing the coaslaiplaining
wab of devalopment that will
cartainly fragment s unigus
wildiife habitat,” Clark said. "It maans compatition for limiled water hetweesn
ndustry and wildiifs, it maans garbage, poliution, and tode and ot runoffin the
iast prisiine cornar of Amarica's arglic”

Clark’s point was schoed by Athan Manusi of the US Public interest Research
Group, a nonpartisan government walchdog organization. Manuel took issus
wath Murkowsii's oft repeated asserfion that opering ANWR's coastal plain to
oif deveiopment wouid only lsave a "small foctprint” on the arsa,

The frack record of the oil indusiry in Alaska is anything but 2 small footprint,"
said Manuel. “If's more liks the footpnnt Godzilla leaves on a smail,
unassuming town.”

Manuei ysed a largs photograph of Alagicr's Prudhoe Bay area o make bis
noint. Prudhoe Bay was oncs a remots wilderness area much tike the coastal
plain. Since 1968, when North Artierica's largest oil fiald was discoverad at
Prudhoe Bay, oil deveiopment has transformisd the ance pristine spot inte ona
of the most heavily industrialized arsas in the L8,

"Thera's ovar 1, 000 squars mifes of devalopment thers - that's about the siza
of the stats of Rhods island,” said Maniiel,

Thess ground squirrela are among the
smaller creaturss that inhabit the
Refuge,

Pruchas Bay now sports some 500 miles of
roads, 150 drilling padse, 1,400 welis and
hurdireds of miles of pipsiines. The area
scffars from 3 sefious air poilufon problem,
The Alaska Department of Environmental
Conservation says that more than 43.000
torss of rélrogen oxides are spewed inte the
@i sach year - aimost twice the amount
smitted in the Washingion, D.C. area.

About 500 ofl spifls occur in the ragion each year, involving mors than 80,000
galions of o, diesal fuel and other materials, Manusi noted. Moreover, about
12 000 acres of wildlife habital have been destroyed by waste disposal
aperafona in the area, Manue! pointed out.

“I'nis in clearly not a small footprint,” he said. "Qil drilling is & dirty, dangerous
and polluting industry and it damages the wildlifs values tijat W want to
preserva.” .

The proposal would alsc do fittia fo reduce the nation's dependence on foreign
oil or lower gasoling prices, said Dan Lashof, a ssmor scientstat the Naturad =4
. Resources Defense Council, 3
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"The United States cannot producs ils way ot of od price spikes,” Lashof said.
e Urited States can and should reduce i dapsndsnce on petraleum”

T Nusk oxen also roam the Refuge

Lamhof said that legislaBive riders
drafted by the atomobile and ail
industries have torpedoed
congressional efforts to raise fuel
sconumy standards that would
protact Amarican citizens from
fluctuating ol prices.

Maora than 240 North Amsrcan
scientsts sant a jstier to President Bill Clinton today, urging that the Arctic
Natioral Wildlife Refuge be permanantly protscted from oif xploration,

Distinguished scientists endorsing tha latter inciuda Dr. Gaorgs Schalter of the
Wildlite Conssryvation Sociaty, Dr. E.0. Wilson of Harvard University, [y Pag
Erklich of Stanford University, ang Professor Emaeritus O Michael Souls of the
Lniversity of Califarnia at Santa Cruz

"Five decades of biclogical study and scienific rassarch have confirmad that
ths coustal plain of the Arctic Natonal Wiidiife Refugs formse a vital companent
of the bigiogicat diversily of the refugs, and merils he same kind of permansnt
safeguard and precautionary managemant as the rest of this original unit,” the
scisrdists stated in their ietler,

Tne mods of permanent protection for the coastal plain woudd be for the
. president io use his sxecuive authority to creats a national monument out of
the refuge.

Ssnator Murkowski, asked if ha thought Clinton would grant national
mcrrimernt status 1o the refuge before [saving office, said, "It deperids on wiat
kind of legacy he wanis lo leave”
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Senator urges drilling for oil in Alaska
Says US. reliance on foreign sources is a bad energy policy

By Tom Carter
; THE WAtk TON TiAES

Sen. Frank H. Murkowski ac-
cused the Clinton administration
vesterday of presiding over eight
vears of failed energy policy, say
ing U5, refiance on foreign ol en-
dangeres national security,

Mr Murkowski, who chairs the
Senate Commitise on Eneryy and
Naturst Resources, called for
opemng of Alaska’s Arctic Na-
Honal Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) for
oil exploration as part of the sehs-
tiom. :

“Qur nation (s being held hos-
rage by the Middle East, ag sup-
plier of the ofl that we've become
addicted tn,” the Alaska Republ.
can told reparters at the National
Pregs Club,

“Remember, U3 farces at rigk
are in place & protect oil we de-
pend on from the Middle East
That dependence illustrales the
failure of our epergy policy and
¢onstitutes a threst to our natiopal
seeurity”

But just down the hall, a group
of environmeantalists held a com-
peting news confarence to roleaze
a letter from zome 200 sclentists
uvrging President Clinton o give
the Argte National Wildlife Hef
uge mominent status and perma-
nendy ban ol explorstion in the
area,

“They are advocating sticking
oil wells smncl in the middie of the

wildest place left in America,” said
Jamie Happaport Clark, head of
the US. Fish and Wildlifs Service,

“The Arctic National Wildiife
Hafuge ia a crown jewel, We nesd
10 protect i1”

She said that the habutat of cari-
bou, polar bears, musk ox and
countless other species would be
irveparably damaged if oil comps-

fiey were allowed to deill o the

ares along Alaska's north coast,

Dan Lashef, sendor scigntist at
the National Rasources Defense
Council, said the Unsted Simes
cannot “produce its way out of oil
price spikes.”

With winter spproaching, heat-
ing o prices aad gasoline prices
are at their highest point in years
and U5, energy poiicy has become

an issue in the presidential cam-’

paign. ,
epublican candidate Texas
Gov, George W, Bush, who ance
worked in the oil business, 18 in
favor of opening the refuge to ot
explaration. Demacratic candidate
Al Gore apposes driflisg in the
ANWE, and instead proposes tax
incentives 1o make cars, homes
and businesses more energy =ff.
clent.

Mr. Murkowski reminded the
audience that the USS Cole was in
the Persian Gulf "patrolling the oil
lanes” when if was attacked in Ye-
men 9¢t. 12, kKilling 17 persong.

He also said that forces in the

region are currently at 'Threatcon
Defta” the highest stage of alert in
anticipation of another terraristat-
tack, aii because nearly 60 percent
of the oil consumed in the United
States comes from foreign sournes.

${e notad that the Lnited States
consumes about 568,008 barrels of
raqi oil 2 day.

“Mow can we be an honest
broker inthe Middle East when we
are beholden ta Saddam Hussein
for ail,” he said.

The areaof contention is 1.5 mil-
lion acres of pristine Alaska coast
line above the Arctic (ircle.

if Congress were 1 allow ex«
pioration 1o begln tomorrow, it
would take 15 ye4rs to come to fru.
itlon. Environmentalists say that
there is a negligible amount of 01l
in ANWR, but Mr Murkowski
claimed thap drilling there could
reduce US, dependence on foreign
snurces by a8 much as Hipercent,

Like many issues in this elec-
tion, the polls vary.

The Wilderness Society, which -
opposes driliing, “recently pro-
duced a poll showing thar 56 per-
cent of Americans want the wild.
life refuge untouched.

But the Christian Science Mon-
itor and the Chicago Tribune both
conducted poily showing that
Americans, feasripg higher gas
nrices, wani the refuge spened {or
4rilling by 54 percent and 52 pey-
cert respectively.



CORRECTIONS

A ohotn caption that ocY

showed 3 BP Amoce ol rig
i ihe Oct, 15 Business weo
tiom incorrectiy stated what
part of Afasks 13 offlimits to
drilling. Deilling is banned
in the Asetic Nationa) Wild-
fife Kefage, but not on Alas
ka's North Slope.
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Would Arctic Oil Answer U.S. Needs?

Alaska’s Reserves, Focus of Campazgrz Debate, Are Stdl

By Perea Bran
Pashington Fam Staff Prer

Them&azinnalwﬂdﬁfci%&w

plain—1.5 million zcres on Alas

ka's North Slope rolfing down e
the Arctie Qoean—may be the nation's
next great oil find. 28 Texas Gov. George
W, Bush hopes,

Or it may hold scatiered ofl resrvoirs
whose production would only margiasdy
help the nation's snergy security while
shattering the tranguility of an inw
placeable North American widerness
a8 Vice Pregident Gore contends.

The quandary over ol production and
environmental prestrvabicn sxists olse-
whare the gatiog, (rom the Rocky Moun-
tain slopes to the coasts of Florida and

- Californin, But nowbers iy the issoe
more sharply joined thas in the debate
m&mmﬁﬁwemﬁm?m
in the comyesing energy policies of presi
dential candidates Bush and Gare,

At this point, there is 1o way of telling
whicl view of the Arcte refuge’s oif re-
sources is more aXutate, according o
state and federal oil expirta whe have
probed the gaology of the vast refuge

plain.
mmmmﬂm&&amm
:eﬁmdmmamw
ciyﬁ}mg expericne Tiext on
ka's Prudhoe Bay, demcustrates that car-
thou and other wildiife cin ooexin
healtiily with oil conpanies They dhwo
mm%muﬂwm
hawsm:ﬁcmdy euvironme-
tal riaies by reducing the “lootprint” of ac-
tivity that petrolena extraction requires

ard thelr opposing supporiers dont
agree sbout whether the henefits of tak-
ing ofl aut of the Arctic refuge offset the
coats of humas intrusion on 2 wilismess
that now offzrs small groupe of back
packing visitors 4 remote solitude far re-
moved from the 218t contury,

if anvone could have a dear sense of
wiat Hes under Arctic cefuge’s tundra, &

a Wystery

W

I

q
-

l

A S5 Amoce tecifity on Alrska’s Sovth Slope, wivers off drilting is now oft-lmits.
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weid be Ken Bovd,

Al director of Alaska's state dive
sign of ol and gas, Bowd isoneof 3
handhul of people who have seen tae

closely Zuzrded test resisits from
the only exploratory well aver
drilfed o refuge plain. He i for
bidden by agreement with tke Com-
panies that drifled the zast well-
8P Amoco and Chevron-rom dis
siosing the resuire,

. He has spent countless houss

staring a5 seismic maps of gnder-
ground formations in the refuge,
which trace the domes and nifts that
may have trapped ovil-beariag rociks,

“You pin 3 couplé of these up on
the wall. You it and stare at them,
asking, “What am [ looking at?
What s this thing® " he said in s e
cant interview.

“The conveutional wisdomy 18,
yeah, there will be oil,” Bovd said,
and he believes the quantitiey vall
be large. “But how ruch od? T don't
know. Neither does anyone slse”,
he added. )

The very debite over rxplonng
in the Arctie refuge has cousdad the
issue of low much o3l is there,

The teat weil whose results Boyd
has seen, aod the setaric maps he
Has pared over, both date from the
mid- 1980, and a0 further invest:
gations have besn made becaise
the refuge is clased to oil comper
ries,

Se predictions of how much oil
would come out of the Arctic ref
ggewif oil were fsund—vary wide
iy based on which side is talking

The pro-drillinng sidew-ied by two
Kaowies and Repablican 115, Sen,
Erank B Murkowski—say the find
could be as much as 16 billiog bar-
rals. counting both the plain snd
nearby sites offslore on Native
Amerivan lands.

That would be the largest fitid g,

ever discovered, Murkowsld said in
Aprit, capable of producing 1.7 mib
Hion bagrels of ¢l 2 day for 3t leam
3 vears,

}hssou:cezsai?ﬁaatudybytiw
U5, Geclogical Survey that' re
viewed the oid setarmic reconds frony
the zugd- 19808,

it the USGS study also oo
sluded that there was only one
chance in 26 that the refuge site and
adjacent Sands hold that much oil.

There was 3 5350 chance of nd-
ing 7.7 billion barrels on the refuge
itzelf, and the amount of that oi
that companies would actunlly pro-
dmm&ﬂddepmdgwaﬁymwhax
happens to worid ol prices, the
LISGS said.

"‘i‘m'ry‘

THE Fasamoron Posr

i prices stayed at around 330 2
barepd in today's doflzes, the Arctic
refuge couid yield about 6 billion
barrels over the sext quarter<enty.
ry or mote. But if long-term oi pric-
es average st 320 & barrel, alto
today's dollary, then only 3.2 billion
barreis would be produced. the
UBGS predictegw~2 conciusion that

the anti-drilling side asually high

lights,

Althougth the Organization of Ps-
trotewn Experting Conntriss in-
tends to keep future oil prices with-
i 2 pand of $22 10 428 3 barrel no

sae knows whether OFEC
schieve its owr goal. Mosi energy
experts £x1eCt prices next year to
be at the low end of that range and
posaibly below $20 a barred, sssusn
ing Middie Fam tensions do ant
g;%rsigrﬁﬁmnt production cul

Bush's energy policy stafement
Sepit, 20 said that ofl fomihe Arctic
refuge cowld replace the BOO.OGG
barreds of o that .S, energy com-
paies gow purchase daily bom
Im;,mtmdina that Irag's growe

ing leverage on worid off markety
w&dadmﬁﬂmdtﬁemm
administradon’s energy policies.

The Bush formuia could prove
true if theve is a3 much as 8 hillion
barrels of ofl under the refuge. 2~
ather 50-50 chance wcording
{7568, and if oil prices remain at to-
day's $30 level and stay they for a
ducads or more, sdippsend upward
for inflation, the USGS analynis sug:

gl

H:mﬁkaiyzszhat? X

“They're nsing very high and i
grohable numbers” conteads Ade
an Kolton, director of the Arctic
sarnpaign for the Alaskas Widemesy
League, a D.C.Sased sevitonmen-
tal group opposing deilling in the

.
K Bird, the USGS official who
heuded tw recent study, said he
ot esowr how macch il is ander
the refuge plain byt adds this cave:
s “We generally tend to under
sstimate the potential for undiscow-
ered oil.”
Bird sayn that estimuating how
fmach o gdght come out of the re-

acT

serve {a difficult, given zocertain
simy about future prices and limitad
sxpioration information,

“Tt becomes very difficult 1o say.”
said Flovd Wiesepape of the faders!
Energy Informavion Administes
tion, an author of & review of the
USGE Arctic refge survey,

{4 from the Asctic would do
aothing O ease current snergy ans-
ieties, Bven i Congress and 4 tiew
Bush administration gave a go
ahead naxt ywar, it would be of fesst
wight ta 0 years roore before signid
jcant amounts of ofl would st
flowing from the refuge, moet ex-
perts predict.

{1 3 natiop=—and 3 workd—the
is likedy t0 be dependent upon o
and natural s to power tuch of
ita economic activity for decadas 1y
sae, every discovery will belp,

At its peak, the refuge could de
Hywe between 1 mifiion and 1.5 mik
ton barrels of off & day for half 2
dozen yesrs, i the meal optimistic
view of ils potantial proves true, To-
day, that smount of ol woukd per
mit 2 signtficant reduction in the 4+
proximetely 10 aullion barrels of oil
564 Giels the United States now im.

pors,
But the United States is part ofa
world oif tarded soergy analysts
say, ard cosbess the oation faons i
ture embrgoes, the real question ia
how much additionz! o2 the Alse
an refuge would add to world oo
semphon—oow running at aboid
78 millicn barrels duily, Messured
that wil, tapping into tw Arctic ref
uge beging to ook fess itnportant.
"Regardiean of how much off i

LS 0

thers. apponents of the driling in
the preserve insist that prionity
must e given to another depleting
I TH (e

Karen Jertrmas. who grew up in
Adelphi, has tived w Alasks for 27
years, most of it a8 2 baciowoods
gaide based in Anchorage. [U'sd line
of work that Has brought her e to
faes with grizzlies more than oace
and that has given her 3 lot of time
to think about what wilderness
mninna.

She hay stood aione on the refuge
plais, overiaaking with moliing hills
sovered with 2 pasted palette of
wildiouasr, with the cragay rim of
the Brooks Rangs mountains
stretehed out behind ber. There is
no other hman within 50 miles,
“The landscape is st 50 big,” Jegz-
mdir said 1t ust vou and whatl
%&eﬁ;} Ilt‘a wha s

L 1ty what it ust
2;2%& felv like hundreds of vears

With s6 sy other parts of the
Alaskar voust clesred for off dis-
covery, kmm anhd oummdziiim' i
agpcmm why can't (i
piece b preserved untouched? She
mzmmmweymmm
o weily: ] say @'y all or nothing.”

And that is the way some on the
other side see i, 500,

“Tsee it 33 2 chaioe between ener-
gy and wikierness, niot betweern e
ergymd heaithy wildifs,” says BP

Amoco spokesman Ronaie Chappel
in Anchorage. Uil campanies have
rerduced the impacy of a4l drilling,
he said, but “we can’t build facilities
that are invisible” .



By Bathshaba Denuth

OLY LHOW. CANADA
[FTEEN thousand years
#go. dewep in what is now
the wsiderness aleng the
. Alaskars and Yikon bor-
dsre. sOleone - age sox, lag.
guage, and beliefy unknown - sat
and made 3 wol. it was fashionsd
to serape hices, 1o flesh the inner
surface of & skint before Linning
It recent discovery in an archae-
slogical dig i the cidesr indics-
tion of humans i Narth America,
a tool created i a land suil em.

braced by tie last Iee Age,

What's remarkabite s nor just
the ansquity angd mgematy of this
1ot but its matertar: The scraper
was chipped from the femur of a
cartbou,

Sometine In e cenguriss
separating the creation of this
tool and its 20th-century discov
ary the descendants of 1ty maker
diversified  actoss  northeast
Alaska and the Yukon, becoming
the people we now Khow a8
Swich'lz, Today more than 7,000
Cwichin make this wiiderness
ther home, and although
Gwich'ln life has changed. the
busic source remains e same
The saribow, a8 seest i a 15,000
vear-old piece of bone, and an
seen today, are the baaiy for sur-
vival in the uneceran north,

[ have been lving in the
Gwich'm village of Qld Crow over

+& year now since graduadng from
high schicol. a year i which talle
of the taribou has been om-
niprasent - Fom the Feary of the
falf hunt @ the springtme ru-
mors of returning herds  The
cazibou that sustain the Gwicli'in
o Qld Crow, and across the
norih, belong w the Porcupine
Ziver carthou herd. & mass of
pearly 135,000 angmals that mi-
grate  from  thely wintering
grounds in the Eagle Plains area

af the contral Yukon 10 the Arctic:

National Wilditfe Refuge :ANWR]
in Alaska Old Crow ies 1o ibe
riddle of this migration routs, In
a landscape that seerms 8o vast as
1z be impervious i the outside
world.

However, the hune
dreds of square mules
that make up the tradi-
tionat  Gwickin  lands

THE LHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR

A resource more valuable than oil

and the npugratory patha
of the canbou. are more
fragie than thelr angient
grangeur world suggest,

Beneath ¢ coastal

plain des both a Diessing
apd a cufye - an un-
tapped depostt of ol and
natucal  gas. These are
reserves that in tis pe-
ooleum-hungry age. are
increasingly In demand.
But drilling for thia ol
would disturh, eeen de.
stroy. the calving grounds
of the canbou.

With threat 1o the wilderness
cores threat 1o the people who
mage it home, Development
ANWR stands to eradicate maore
than the last migratory herd i
North Amesrica; it also threatens
a way of life that Tanscends
18,000 years of human Hstory.

Destroying  the  traditional
means by which the Owichin
peopie survive 3 culturgd genew
cide « causad not by direct vio-
lence. but by the siow disappear-
ance of their primary resource
apd a gradual assimiation inte
matnatream soctety. And wistle 1t
i unlikely that anyone will
atarve, [t is equally unlikely that
the 16 Cwichin vilages across
the north could remain Geach'tn,
153 any cultural sense. without the
carthou,

All of this has been said be-
fore. The debate over driling &
ANWR 13 tossed back and forth
acroas the presidenual carmpalga
tradl, s demounced by
Yice President Al Core. who
stands to protect the refuge, and
supported by Gov. George W
Bush, who beileves America
should be more seif-suficRps g
lts energy needs. Gwichln repre
sentatives tour the country iob-
bying for permanent protecton
of ANWR. The oil companies
make thelr case @ every <ar
owner @ America,

Afler my Hne spent in
Gwch'ln counay. § wish o pre.
sent 3 different  perapective.
Americans should prowct the
calving grounds of the Porcupine
River caribou herd, not because

we dre envirsnmentaily
consclous or cujturadly
sympatiletie or simply
attrufstic. We sheudd

pratect ANWH, {1 pary,
for aurssives, .
The 20t cenury
was an age of cultural
homogenizaton: of db
Uersity Just 1o de over-
wheiming forces of
technological  expan.
slon. in the 218t cen.
tusy we are left o con-
template these ioszes
and, d we are aware, 1
preserve what ecolog.
cal and hutnan diver-
Y ramains. This in-
voives the sacrifice of
SRort-teros persomal
benefits for the fong tern advan
tages of a culturally diverse
warkd,
ln the changing and unceruun
age e now ishabit, a diversity of
culiures may be as mmportant o
human survival as the diversity of
species. | am no bellever m 3
roming apocaiypss, but [ do an.
derstand that sur species bs living
beyond its means, that soclety, as
mat Anericans Know (L. 3 not 3
sustainable propesition.
The wilderness up north hers
2 not a resource o he explored
and explotied. or merely a halm
for & hecde Bfestyle. 1t i3, 1 fact,
& sustainabie and sound way of
Hfe. We shouwld never lot such 2
unjue existence disagpear, even
1 e will never Uve this way our
selves. or wial 1. Great kmowl
edge can be found hers, among
the Gwichin, and great wisdom,
Should we et this slip away. {or
a few monthe’ worth of cheap 017

N THE end, it cames down o

the fate of the canbou. Pre

serve the land that sustaing
the caribow, and the canbou widl,
I ., give the Gwichin a
ehance o continue thelr culture,
And we wilf all hold on to 2 41
menston of cur own lsmanity.

But 1o do so we must ref.
guish the miscoucepeion that, de-
spite e dmsnces berween us,
we are powerless to influence
change. This distance 1n fum ré.
Ueves =3 of no responsibility.
Just as the Gwickn wll pever
freel (helr ANCRENIN, MG Armrer
leany il nover see the remote
vilfage of Old Crow. & place where
life grows just as it did 15,000
years 3go, [1 comnes with the e
tupyn of the caribow. Far now. and.
§ hope, for all time,
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Budget drops ANWR
Murkowski still pushing oil plan -

By DAVID WHITNEY
Daily News Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON - A joint congressional conference committee has
erased any mention of drilling in Alaska's Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge from a compromise budget bill.

But Sen. Frank Murkowski, R-Alaska, chairman of the Senate
Energy and Natural Resources Committee, said he is not giving up.

“We are not finished by any means," Murkowski said.

He and other champions of ANWR dnitling cheered last week when

- the Ser.~:¢ approved a budget measure that assumed $1.2 billion

would be raised from a lease sale in 2005. A move to strike the
provision was killed on a 51-49 vote, seen as a test of Senate support
for drilling.

But the House budget bill contained no such provision. Budget
negotiators settled on a compromise late Wednesday that deleted any
mention of leasing in the refuge’s coastal plain, regarded as a likely -
place for a major o1l discovery.

House negotiators insisted on dropping the drilling provision after
they received a letter signed by 18 Republicans.

"The House has never affirmatively authorized drilling in the arctic
refuge,” they said. "Doing so would represent a2 major new policy
path with serious fiscal and environmental ramifications.”

En\jironmemalists hailed the action.

“While we know that the battle is not over, the 2001 budget sends a
clear message to multinational oil corporations and their political
allies: Democrats, Republicans and the citizens across the country
won't allow them to use the facade of rising oil prices and national
security to plunder America's Serengeti,” said Adam Kolton of the-
Alaska Wilderness League. :

Murkowski said there are still ways to force the issue. He has already

Friday, April 14, 2000
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Murkowski said there are stil ways to force the issue. He has already
introduced one ANWR development bill and plans o include a
drilling provision in a larger energy package that will be introduced
in coming weeks.,

Even under the budget process, Murkowski may not be foreciosed.
The budget bill will resuit in directives to the various congressional
committess on how much money they have to spend and rase over
the next five years, and Murkowski could press for refuge leasing
receipts 1o cover a portion of the revenue assignment 1o his energy
commitiee. '

q Reporter David Whitney can be reached at dwhitnev@adn.comn.

Back | Top | Home | Usser Agreement

Problems? Sug esiions? Let us hear from you,
Copyright © 2000 The Anchorage Daily News
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Friday, April 7, 2000
Senate vote favors ANWR drilling

By MICHAEL BOLD
Daily News Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON - The U.S. Senate on Thursday refused to ban o1l
leasing in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

As debate on the $1,83 trillion budget continued, the Senate voted
5149 1o wable an amendment by Sen. William Roth, R-Del. It would
have eliminated a budget provision that assumes the government will
earm $1.2 billion from ANWR oil development.

The refuge’s 1.5-million-acre coastal plain is regarded as the
country's best spot for 2 major il discovery, but environmentalists
and the Clinton administration say the area is too precious for
wildlife and as an arctic ecosystem.

In seeking to remove the ANWR language from the budget
resolution, Roth said that the refuge should be protected "for all time
and all generations,”

But Sen, Frank Murkowski, R-Alaska, said that allowing drilling
"would bring some balance to this nation’s energy needs. [t can be
done with little impact on the tand and with great concem for the

environment”

Banning drilling, he said, would support the Clinton administration’s
“failed energy policy that rewards the price fixers of OPEC and the
military ambitions of Saddam Hussein. ... This senator is not going
to stand by and support increased dependence on Irag.” ‘

Murkowski ang fellow Alaska Sen. Ted Stevens, joined by 30 other,
mostly Republican senators, have introduced a separate bill that
would open the coastal plain of the refuge to drilling. Thursday's
vote, though nonbinding, was seen as a litmus test. The vote opens
the door for Murkowski to add his drilling measure to a broader
budget bill this year, and that would open ANWR to development if
signed by President Clinton.

Murkowski and Stevens called the vote a great victory for Alaska. A

defeat would have signaled the end of efforts to open the coastal

33
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plain, Murkowski sad.

“Congress specifically set aside the coastal plain in 1980 for Ruture
development of the vast oil reserves that it contains.” Stevens said.
"Taday’s vote demonstrates there is support for increased domestic
oil production.”

Roth spokesman Jim Courtney said the Delaware senator will carry
on the fight 10 remove the ANWR language from the budget biil.

Environmental groups biasted the Senate vote.

" Drilling the refuge would be as shornsighted as damming the Grand
Canyon for hydroelectric power or tapping Old Faithful for
geothermal energy.” said Sierra Club legislative director Debbie
Sease. She noted that last month Clinton said he would reject
“drilling in the protected and treasured natural habitats of Alaska.”

Clinton vetoed a budget bill with an ANWR drilling rider in 1995,

" Adam Kolton, arctic campaign director at the Alaska Wildemess

League, said the close vote and bipartisan support for protecting the
refuge signaled that "Democrats, Republicans and citizens across the
country will never allow the decimation and destruction drilling
would bring 10 the Arctic refuge.”

The Roth amendment had been on the %r%e of passing until
Republican Sens. Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania and Gorden Smith
of Oregon switched their votes at the {ast minute. Specter said the
move was necessary “in light of the rising costs for home heating oil,
dieshcl fuel, gas at the pump and our long-range national defense
needs.”

-But Smith said his vote was driven by the need, as a member of the,

Budget Committee, to get a budget through Congress and that "]
have not reconsidered my position on opening up ANWR at this
time.” _ .

Earlier, senators voted-66-34 against rolling back federal gasoline
taxes, Members of both parties said cutting the gas tax would have
little effect on consumers but could cost billions of dollars in federsl
road money.

Revised summer gasoline price projections from the Energy
Department on Thursday indicated skyrocketing fuel prices could be
gasing. The department said prices should peak this month and then
begin dropping to an average of $1.45 a gallon for summer.

Back | Top | Home | User Agreemant
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Letter from the Secretary
DRILLING IN THE ARCTIC REFUGE

- WHAT'SIN IT FOR YOU?

By Bruce Babbitt

“Secretary of the Interior

Three newly-powerful Republicas members of Congress from Alaska are working furiously through the |
dead of night to carty out a project that would be rejected by the majority of U.S, citizens if they knew -
about it. The new Congress did not campaign on this issue; it flies in the face of public opinion and a
presidential veto; and yet the GOP's leaders are suddenly in a rush to carry out their top environmenta]
priotity in both the Senate and the House of Represemtatives: Hand over the public's last arctic wilderness
refuge to explottation by oil companies.

The coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is the last pratected fragment of Alaska's Asctic
coastling, comprising a pristine, unique ecosystem where hundreds of plant and animal species live wild
Jjust beyond the looming shadow of the oil and gas drilling equipment that sprawls across the landscape’
100 miles to the west at Prudhoe Bay. Prudhoe Bay is, in many ways, an Ametican success story. It has
provided billions of barrels of oil for the American economy. The Clinton Administration strongly
suppornts domestic vil and gas production -«in appropriate places-- and ia fact hundreds of miles of
Alaska's Arctic Ocean shore is open to further exploration.

But the small 110-mile strip of coastline in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is different. The giant

Prudhoe Bay industrial complex simply doesn't fit there. Studies have shown that opening this last
protected area to o1l and gas development would lead to serious threats to the native wildlife. including the
Porcupine Caribou Herd, and the native peoples who depend on the herd 1o live and maintain their
traditional lifestyle. Oil and gas development would disrupt these pristine lands by covering them with an
industrial spider web of pipelines, utility cornidors, barracks and equipment sheds, roads and other
facilities. Each stage of development would bring physical distuwrbances of the area, risks of oil spills and
pollution, and long-term damage that would impair wildhife for decades or centuries, And, i retum for
losing this last sancinary of Arctic wildlife, the Amernican people will receive. . what?

That's not very clear. To be sure, it's been made deliberstaly unclear and swathed in hyperbole. Alaska's
songressions! delegation, which has been leading the charge, promises billions upon billions of dollars in
unspecified benefits for every man, woman and child in the nation, At least that's the word from the
Alaska Hypeline. But the reality s much closer to the tundra. And as the facts are nailed down, therr

i
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promised bllions begin to melt away like spring snow.

Republican leaders of the Congressional budget committzes have told their colleagues that dniling in the
Refuge will bring in an estimated $1.3 billion in revenue, That, presumably, will allow any Congressman,
when eventually faced by angry electorate asking Why did you sell our birthright? to brandish the King's
X of Deficit reduction ~ 1 did it for deficit reduction, :

Of course, $1.3 billion represents only 0.3 of 1 percent of the budget deficit. But even that estimate s
wildly exaggerated For one thing, it assumes that oil prices will be more than $30 a barrel in the year
2000. What are the chances of that? Right now the price of West Texas intermediate crude is $19 3 barrel,
with no real increase in sight. Middle East producers can be depended on to keep their price just low
enotgh to make it more profitable for us to import their oif than to develop alternative energy sourges of
our own. Their reserves are estimated at 80-100 years, so they're not going to be pushing the price up in
five years, With the breakup of the Soviet Union, Azerbaijan, one of the first places we found oil in the
world, is 8 hot progpect to increase production. Venezaela, too, is increzsing production.

No, it doesa't appear that prices wiil topping $30 in the foresceable futwre. In fact, the U.S. Energy
Department's Energy Information Agency predicts oil prices will be only $19.13 by the year 2000, not

$38. That brings the estimate of revenue from the Arctic Refuge down to under a billion dollars. On top of
that, new geological analysis shows there’s probably less oif under the Arctic Refuge than what the
Republicans are counting on to make their numbers work. Taken together, these factors could bring the
total revenue down to a little more than haif what the Alaska congressional delegation is promising,

Then there's the question of the state's cut. The state has already sued the federsl government, saying it's
entitled to 90 percent of the lease revenue; now they say they re willing to settle for only half, No doubt.
But in Alaska itself, one of the Senate sponsors of drilling has told the prass not ta worry, that once the bill
is safely passed the state can sue and get its 90 percent share. That means 49 states and 250 mitlion
citizens of America receive a $70 million m deficit reduction, while Alaska deposits almost 10 times as
much, $630 million, in its own treasury,

A reasonable person might question the state’s aeed for this new pil windfall. Alaska remains one of the
few states without 4 state income tax. This year alone, it will give back to its citizens a total of $536
million « 1/3 of the total amount that proponents cleim will be generated by drilling in the Refuge The
state recently announced that for 1995 each Alaskan will receive o state check for $990.30 from the state.
This is the highest one-year dividend paid from the Alagka Permanent Fund since the state began sharing
its otl wealth with its citizens in 1982, No other state bas such a program. Frankly, not even the oil
companies need to drill in the Refuge. If they'll turn around and look west instead of east, they'll find they
can drill undisturbod for 1,000 miles ~all the way to Siberis. There are plenty of places to daill for oil
without damaging America's Serengeti,

In addition to offering bogus financial benefits to the country, the Republican sponsoss also wam that

- America might someday oeed oil from the Refuge 10 guard against another oil embargo. But even they
don't really buy that. I they did, the Republicans wouldn't be sliminating energy conservation programs in
the Department of Energy that would save more oil than we could ever pump out of the Arctic Wildlife

Refuge.

Three things are clear: (1) the American people who own the Refuge don't stand to get much out of this
deal; {2} the political leaders of Alaska and industrial leaders who financed their campaigns would reap
the biggest, most disproportionate windfall in recent history, and (3} if they are prevented from working in
the dark of night, kept from using Washington's Byzantine budget process to conceal their setfserving
manipulations — if they're forced 1 gome out in the daylight and explain themselves -~ it just wou't
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happen because Americans won ¢ stand for it
Ne wouoder they re in such a husry.
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Letter from the Secretary

The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge:
As Close as Your Own Backyard

By Bruce Babbitt
Secretary of the Interior

Most Americans will never visit the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. But wildlife from the refuge
probably visits your state every year.

The canbou, wolves and other animals we associate with America's largest wildlife refuge are only half the
story of its rich diversity. Mézfz‘ihan fifty species of birds who make the refuge their home are welcome
guests in our hometowns i the Lower 48" during migration and the winter season.

It is the delicate natural balance supporting these birds and dozens of other animals which is threatened by
parts of the oi) and gas industries and the Congressmen who do their bidding. Opening the refuge 1o ol
and gas development doesn't just affect a small spot of land above the Arctic Circle. It impacts the birds
we sew in our hackyards, and the fierce pride we have as a nation that values protection of wildlife and
natural beauty, .

[ was lucky ez:ough to spend time in the Arctic refuge shortly after becoming Secretary of the Intertor in
1993. The tundra, a thousand shades of emerald and jade, sparkléd in the soft light of the miduight sun.

On a field of cotton flowers and saxifrage, musk oxen circled to protect their calves as a pack of wolves
staiked ncarby. It was late summer and the caribou had already trekked southward into the passes of the
Brooks Range; the tundra was touched with the scariet bues of autumm, and the saow geese would soon be
coming down from Wrangell Island to fatten up befare the long flight southward,

A total of 135 species of hirds have been recorded on the Coastal Plain of the Asctic Refuge. Each year
these birds use the coastal plain to nest, raise young, feed or rest for their migration to deszmzzzons across

the United States and beyond.

Snow geese will eat cotion grass on the Coastal Plain for up to 16 hours a day, increasing their body fat by
400 percent in only two or three weeks, They leave and fly nonstop more than 1,200 miles before resting
again. They descend like thick white clouds on the central valley of California. Thousands of people come
to the Sacramento National Wildlife Refuge on cool, sunny momings to se¢ them return from feeding in

nearby rice fields.

{, ]
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-Tundrz swans on (he Refuge s cozstal plain are part of the eastern coatinental population. They winter on

the 2ast ¢oast of the United Srates. Mattamuskeet Naticnal Wildlife Reserve in North Carolina has more
dian 30,000 swans each winter and atiracts more than 50000 visitors.

The golden plover and the lapland longspurs from the Arctic Refuge migrate to the nontheastern United
States. The red-throated loaes and oldsquaw go to the Midwest, the ruddy turnstone and grav checked
thrush to the Southeast, The long-billed dowitcher and savannab sparrow head for the South and the
short-gared owl and golden cagle roost in the northem Rockies.

The presence of these winged visiters adds a grace note to our lives, We wait their arrival, marking our
calendars by the sound of their flight. They are part of what makes our towns and regions special, these

‘visitors from the north. The migration of wild creatures is an ancient constant in our uncertain modernity,

“Qil and gas companies, through their Congressional supporters, are pushing for the chance to upset these

anctent consiants. They want 1o invade the last small piece of Arctic sanctuary for ag oil supply that would
satisfy only a few months of our pational demand. More than 85 percent of the g:eaz arctic coastal pl am is
already open to oil expleration and development, but they want more,

An impact study looked at the snow goose and found aircraft disturbance would displace the geese from
critical feeding habitats. Disturbance impacts weren t measured for the other birds Fve mentioned here,
but you can be sure the massive disruption being proposed by the oil companies would have an effect,

Should Congress vote to end the long-standing protection of the heart of one of our premier refuges, it will
inevitably shatter the balance of land and life into a thousand fragments.

Development will not only be the death knell for the refuge. It will also cast a pall over the dozens of
towngs and areas nation wide that celebrate, like clockwork, the yearly rerum of the arctic birds.

If big oil has its way, I wouldn't be confident in setting my watch by the snow geesz YOS,

m e Home Page
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v L1.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTEEUIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY ‘

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ‘ Stephanie Hanna (O) 202/501-4633
March 8, 2000 '

STATEMENT OF SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR BRUCE BABBITT ON NEW
LEGISLATION BY SENATOR FRANK MURKOWSKI TO PERMIT O1L
EXPLORATION IN THE ARCTIC NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

" strongly oppose legislation introduced in the Sénate today 1o open the Coastal Plain of
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 1o otl driiling.

President Clinton has shown great leadership by announcing his intention 1w veto past
Congressional attempts to circumvent the wishes of millions of Americans nationwide who -
oppose the degradation of their national treasure. These Americans and the Clinton/Gore
Administration have made it clear again and again: we will protect this tast undeveloped
fragment of America’s arctic coastling for the thousands of caribou, polar bears, swans, snow
geese, musk oxen and countless other species who use it to birth and shelter their young.

Thers is a time and a place for il exploration in Alaska, and we have permitted
environmentally sensitive oil explotation in a large ares of the National Petroleum Reserve -
Alaska, an area set aside for that purpose. There is a big difference between the designation of a
National Petroleum Reserve and a National Wildlife Refuge but some in Congress consistently
fail to recognize this fact. So today [ am recomunending that President Clinion oppose any
further Republican Congressional attempts to use legislation 1o oper the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge to oil dniling.”

-BOI-
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Anchorage Daily News

Babbitt, lawmakers urge bar on ANWR
oil projects

By DAVID WHITNEY
Daily News Washington Bureay

WASHINGTON - On the eve of the 10th anniversary of the Exxon
Yaldez oil spil] in Prince William Sound, Interior Secretary Bruce
Babbitt joined lawmakers in calling for permanent closure of the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 10 oil exploration and development.
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*The issue is whether we can preserve one part of Alaska's coastal
plain as inviolats,” Babbitt said at a press conference organized by
Minnesota Rep, Bruce Vento to announce introduction of a biil
designating the refuge's coastal plain as wilderness.

The refuge’s 1.5 million acre coastal plain is the most coveted
unexplored oil ground on Alaska's North Slope. By some estimates,
it may be the richest oil prospect remaimng in North America. Bwt
critics contend development would despoiling prime habijiar for
waterfowl, caribou, polar bears and other Arctic wildlife.

”?f‘{s is one of our crown jewels, and one we shouldn't lose,” Vento
sai .

Introduction of legislaiion o open the refuge 10 drilling or to.
preserve it ag wilderness has been a perennial exercise in Congress
since 1980, when the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation
Act was enacted, That [aw required that the area be studied for
possibile development, but an act of Congress is reguired for
exploration and development.

The Congress, backed by President Reagan, came closest to enacting
a development bilf in the late 1980s. But the effort collapsed with the
March 24, 1989, grounding of the Exxon Valdez. The tanker was

ing North Slope crude. [t spilled at least 1 million gailons of
oil, instantly becoming the symbof of unfilled promises by the
Alaska oil industry to protect the environment.

Flanking Babbitt, Vento and six other Republican and Democratic
congressmen at Tuesday’s press conference were posters showing the
damage inr Prince William Sound 10 years ago and the use of the
Arctic refuge’s coastal plain by some 160,000 canbou. :

“The terrible impact of that (Exxon Valdez) disaster is still being
felt,” declared Rep. David Bonior, D-Mich. “We cannot allow that 1o
happen again. By protecting the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, we
will be saving the last stretch of the Alaska coastline that's not apen
10 oil development.” z .

© slaska lawmakers said oil is now moved from the North Slope to
Lower 48 states much more safely.



A spokesman fer Alaska Rep. Don Young. the Republican chairman
of the House Regources Commiinee, disinbuted material asserting
that only a smail part of the huge refuge would be explored or
deveioped. Sen. Frank Murkowski, chairman ot the Senate Energy
and Namral Resources Commitiee, said Alaskans are "emitled o the
development of our resources.”

Despite all of the fanfarE, there is virually no chance of Congress
either turning the coast plaid inte wildemess or opening it to
development. Since the off spiil, the two sides have been locked ina
stando ¥ unlikely to be tested again until 2 new president is elected.
President Clinton has vowed to veto any development bill, and the
?{? ublican-controtled Congress has the votes to block a wilderness
mill, ‘ :

. * Daily News reporer David Whimey can be reached at
dwhimev/@adn.com ‘ =
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A Time To Drill, And A Time To Preserve Creation
By Bruce Babbist

Even before Ecclesiastes, mankind has known there is a time and a season and a place for every purpose

under heaven; "A ume to plant, and 3 time to pluck u;: what is planted; a time t0 break down, and a time
to build up; a time 1o rend, and a time to sew.”

As stewards of God's creazien, these values guide us as we keep and manage the public land. The question
is never simply what we want from nature's bounty, but what the ecology of the landscape can suppoft,
what the living wild needs from us.That's why, for instance, we encourage fishing, on many wildlife
refuges, forests, and national parks, why we prohibit it on others, and why we restrict it (o
“garch-and-refease only” on still others. .

Such values are manifest in our approach 1o oil drilling in Alaska. Blanket policy shouldn't be made from
behind a desk in Washington or from a board room on Wall Strees. Before making a tough, perhaps
irreversible, call, decision makers need 1o get out on the landscape, talk 10 the local people who would
most be affected, and visit the complex watersheds whose ecologies are at stake,

As Secretary of the Interior, | have tded to do just that, [n 1993 | visited the Arctic Wildlife Refuge, which
runs east from Prudhoe Bay clear w the Canadian border. This past July I spent 4 week traveling west
from Prudhoe Bay along the Arctic shore toward the Bering Sea and Siberia. It is this region where

Congress has authorized oil exploration as part of a legislative compromise that establxshcd the Arctic
Wildlife Refuge.

What I saw is a complex, harsh environment, vet one in which the natural and human forces have evolved
in a fragile balance with one another. | spent a day with a Nuiksat family, the Ittas, at their summer
subsistence camp on the Miguakiak River near the arctic coast, as they butchered and stored three caribou
and took me out on the frigid waters to haul in nets of whitefish, Working Jong hours through the short
surnmer, they must store up enough food to sustain them through the dark winter months when the caribou
have gone over the mountains to inland areas, [ left understanding their concern about development that
could disrupt their livelihood. And | assured them that this Administration will protect their way of life.

Despiie these complexities, the Alaska Congressional delegation has a simplistic vision of the Arctic
stope: The more drilling the better, anywhere and evervwhere, even in the Arctic Wildlife Refuge. To that
end, one member, Congressman Don Young, chair of the House Natural Resources Commitiee, has

declared his inention o throw open that refuge and rename it the "Arctic Oil Reserve.”

The Clinton Administration strongly disagrees. The Arctic wildlife Refuge - the last protected fragment
of the great coastal plain where North America slopes down to the polar ocean --should be preserved
inviglate for generations 1o come.

When [ visited the Refuge it was Jate summer. The tundra, a thousand shades of emerald and jade,
sparkled in the soft light of the midnight sun. On a field of conton flowers and saxifrage, musk oxen
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cirgled w protect their calves as a pack of wolves stalked nearby: upstream we saw i griz?ling moving
dhrough the willows. The tundra was already touched with the scarlet hues of autumn. and the snow geese
were winging down from Wrangell Island to fatten up before the long flight southward,

Oune night at Peters Lake, [ read the words of Barry Lopez: "Twilight lingers -» the ice floes, the caribou.
the musk oxen, a.xi drift -~ thestillness, the pure light - you can feel the silence szrem‘iwzg all the way to
Asia” . .

There is no room for drilling here. That would be like offering Yellowstone National Park for geothermal
dnliing, or caliing for bids to construct hydropower dams in the Grand Canyon. There is simply no time or
place or season for oil and gas development within its borders, now or ever.

Well then, what about the Petroleum Reseérve west of Prudhoe Bay where Congress has authorized oil
exploration? Last year, Governor Knowles requested the Interior Department o consider an exploration
and leasing program. In response to the Govemor's request, the Bureau of Land Management is preparing
an Environmental Impact Statement (ELS) that will provide the basis for a response w the Governor's:
request before the end of 1998. :

There are several important issues altready emerging from the EIS process. Perhaps most important i3
protecting the subsistence lifestyle of the Eskimo groups whose very culture and existence is tied to the
migrating caribou herds, the waterfowl habitat, and the fishery resources of the rivers that criss-cross the
undra plains. Will roads and pipelines and the wave of developmerns that follows oil doom this culture 1o
disappear just as the buffalo culture of the Great Plains vanished in the last century? We cannot allow that |
to happen.

- Yet there are two sides to the Alaska resource equation.. In July 1 visited the new oil fields under
development on the margins of Prudhoe 83}’ There the companies showed me tiny drilling pads built by
helicopter and by using temporary winter "lce roads” that vanish with the spring thaw. Using new
technologies the oil pipeline that accesses the Alpine discovery will cross beneath the Colville River,
preserving that important wildlife corridor from any surface disruption. It is a very different scene from
the old developments at Prudhoe. While it is definitely not for a wildlife refugee, it may be compatible
with the subsistence and wildlife values of ar least some areas of the Petroléum Reserve lands. :

In sum it may well be that with proper safeguards and the most advanced technology we can meet what |
believe was the desire of Congress that we stay out of the Arctic Wildlife Refugee forever and instead
look west from Prudhoe Bay. As we prepare the environmental impact statement, we will be seeking ways
to'reconcile oil exploration and development with environmental protection of the coastal plain, s
wildlife, and its native cultures.

1o
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BABBITT SIGNS DECISION FOR ALASKA PETROLEUM RESERVE THAT BALANCES
PROTECTION FOR WILDLIFE HABITAT WIiTH OIL AND GAS DEVELOPMENT

Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt announced today that he has signed the Record of
Decision (ROD) for the 4.6 million acre Northeast National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska (INPR-A)
Final Integrated Activity Plan/Environmental Impact Statement. The ROD adopts the Bureau of
Land Management's preferred alternative for management of the 4.8 million acre area.

The decision, based on extensive seientific evaluation of the area, makes available to oil
and gas leasing approximately 87 percent of the northeast quadrant of NPR-A. Approximately
. 580,000 acres will not be made available for o1l and gas leasing. This area encompasses nearly
all of the key goose molting habitat and critical caribou habitat. In addition, 900,000 acres is
made available for oil and gas leasing, but prohibits all surface activity, or allows only '
exploratory drilling and essential road and/or pipeline crossings. Special stipulations protect
subsistence and provide protection for the resource values found in the planning area,

"This is a balanced plan that carefully weighs the impactson a fragile Arctic landscape
and its abunidant wildlife with the long-term economic furure of Alaskans,” Babbitt said. "A
_great deal of hard work went into the plaaning process and [ believe with this decision the
Department has complied with the law and the intent of Congress when it authorized leasing in
" the National Petroleum Reserve in 19817

*1 have instructed the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to begin the next step in the
process,” he continued. “The BLM will develop a schedule to implement the complex
components of the decision, including a schedule for conducting an oil and gas lease sale.”

The decision will direct the BLM to exclude from ol and gas leasing nearly all of the area
of shallow lakes north and east of Teshekpuk Lake. This area is heavily used by geese during
molting season. It also includes impontant calving and insect relief ateas for caribou. Similarly,
the decision prohibits permanent oil and gas surface occupancy on Teshekpuk Lake and other
locations important for fish and subsistence use. Altogether nearly one-third of the study area
will bar surface development of oil and gas. '

- Ifyou would like to order a copy of the decision, you may request one from the BLM

Alaska State Office at (967)271.5960.
- . ~DOI-
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Babbltt Presents Plan To Allow
Oil Drilling in Alaska Reserve
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SECRETARY BABBITT TO ANNOUNCE FINAL DECISION ON DEVELOPMENT

"OF NATIONAL PETROLEUM RESERVE IN ALASKA

Secretary of the Jatenor Bruce Babbitt will brief media on Thursday, August 6, at 1:00 p.m. EDT on the
final dectsion for exploration and development of ol and pas resources in the northeast quadrant of the 23
million acre National Petrolewn Reserve-Alasks (NPR-A).

The decision will bs in the form of & "preferred altemative” seiected through 2 comprehensive
Environmental lmpact Statement process invelving several Interior agencies under the direction of the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The inter-agency group, with representatives from the State of
Alasks and the North Slope Borough, spent 18 mounths conducting and reviewing scientific evaluations
and outreach ta stakeholders. The area studied encompasses approximately 4.6 million acres, including
envirpnmentally sensitive wildlife habitat around the Colville River and Teshekpuk Lake,

"The study process was able 1o point us toward a balance, based on good science and broad consultation,
for this part of the NPR-A,” Secretary Bablitt said, "Whenever a balance is struck, there are going to be
those who will be displeased. However, in this cage, I believe we have found a good foundation that
protects important and sensitive environmental resources and subsistence hunting and fishing rights while
recogrizing the intent of Congress in designating this area a Petroleum Reserve.”

The Secretary will brief media in Room 7000 of the Mamn Intenior Building, 1849 C Strect, NW,
Washington, DC. A telephonic connection to the press conferende for Alaska media only can be amanged
by special request. For the "listen only” connection number, please contact Stephanie Hanna at
202/208-6416 or Anne Jeffery at 907/271-4418 after noon on Wednesday, August 5,

lof2 ) 130/60 1 1:03 AR
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An aptional techuical brisfing will be held immediately following Secretary Babbitt's announcement, The
technical bricfing, to be conducted by Tom Allen, Alaska state director for BLM.-DOI-
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Stephanie Hanna (O3 2027208-6316
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 17, 1998 -
STATEMENT BY SECRETARY BABBITT ON USGS ASSESSMENT OF
OIL RESERVES UNDER ARCTIC NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

The respurce update compiled by the U.S. Geoloegical Survey should provide a cold shower of reality for
those who continue to seek a justification for oil drilling within the Arctic National Wildlife Refage. This
assessment makes the probability that other Prudhoe Bays exist under the coastal plain - the biological
heart of the Rafuge - vanishiogly small,

The USGS data assessment indicates that any oil under the Arctic Refuge cosstal plain is more likely held
in a multitude of small reservoirs. The implication i clear: to recover this oil would require the kind of
infrastructure that would forever and drastically alter the landscape of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge,
now dedicatad to the conservation of Alaska’s magoificent wildlife and wildemess resources.

The Administration’s commitment 10 protect and preserve the Ardtic National Wildlife Refuge has notand
will not change. At the present time, the Departinent of the Interior is cooperating with the State of Alaska
and other stakeholders on an environmental impact staternent looking at a portion of the National
Petroleum Reserve Alaska to explore whether oil and gas leasing could be compatible with the subsistznce
needs of Alaska Natives and the needs of wildlife. But let me be very clear. There are places on the Arctic
Coasta! Plain that should be forever set aside to sustaia and protect the abundance of wildlife. The coastal
plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge must remain that place.

-BOl-

You can get to the Depsroment of the i_merior fraom here

You cun alse view the index ol presg releases
U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington, bC, USA

H e

L of 3730400 11:03 AM



EWS

U.S5. OeEprARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

e

CEfice of the ggcxetary

For wmmsdiacte rslssse Contact: Mary Helen Thompsen
Juas ¥, 1987 . {202) 208-8415

STATEMENT OF SEURETARY OF THE INTERIOR
ON SUPREME COURT'S DERCISION IN
UNITRED S8TATRS V, ALASKA

T am pleased by thg Supreme Court’'s decision today in Upined
Srares v, Alaska, The Court’'s decision reflects the purpose of
creaving the Arcric National Wildlife Refuge to include the
lagocns and other tidally-influenced waters, which are
inextricably linked to the refuge’s delicate escosystem. The
imporvance of the coasgtal waterg will be underscorsd in the
coming weeks as the porcupine caribou heard migrates to the
lagoons Lo escape the swarm of summer insects. Under this
decision, the inrtegrizy of the Arctic National wildlife refugs
hag heen preserved for thisg and future generations.



L
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Stephanie Hanna (O) 202/208-6416
May 15, 1997 Dan Sakura (0O) 202/208-4678

INTERIOR SECRETARY TO SIGN WILDLIFE PROTECTION
AGREEMENT FOR LAND ACQUISITION IN ALASKA THRU EXXON FUNDS

Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt will sign an agreement on Monday, May 19, that
will allocate $15.2 mullion from the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Settlement fund to acquire prime
coastal lands and fjords for Kenai Fjords National Park and the Alaska Maritime National Wildlife
Refuge. :

About 32,000 acres will be purchased thrbugh this agreement with English Bay
Corporation, a Native Alaskan corporation. These lands will protect fish and wildlife species that
were directly affected by oil after the spill, including marbled murrelet, pink salmon and sea otters.

“This is an extraordinary agreement that protects valuable habitat for Kenai Fjords
National Park as well as archaeological and cultural sites important to Alaska Natives who were
directly affected by the oil spill,” Secretary Babbitt said. “At the same time, English Bay
Corporation will be able to use these finds to create a brighter future for EBC shareholders and -
the residents of the Village of Nanwalek and without harming these spectacular and valuable
lands.”

"The agreement with English Bay Corporation will be signed at 11:00 a. m. in the Office of
. the Secretary of the Interior, on the Sixth Floor (6100 corndor, above C Street Entrance) of the
Main Intenor Building, 1849 C Street NW, Washington, DC.

Media is welcome to attend Monday’s signing. Representatives from the Exxon Valdez
Trustee Council and others will be available to provide an advance briefing in 6100 corridor
conference room for media at 10:30 a.m. about the English Bay acquisition and other Exxon
Valdez Settlement Fund restoration activities. ' .

-DOI-



. U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Stephanie Hanna (O} 202/208-6416
May 13, 1957 . - Dan Sakura (O) 202/208-4678

SECRETARY BABBITT SIGNS AGREEMENT TO PROMOTE ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT FOR ALASKA NATIVES AND TO PROTECT THE KENAIRIVER

Intenior Secretary Bmce Babbitt today announced the successful implementation'of bxpamsazz
fegislation to benefit the Kenai Watives Association, Inc., an Alaska Native urban curporation,
and to protect the Kenai River through the use of settlement funds from the Exxon Valder oil
spitl. .

Upon signing an agreement with the Kenai Natives Association (KNAJ 1o implement the
legistation, Secretary Babbitt said, “This agreement will both protect fish and wildlife habitat on”
the Kenai River and provide Alaska Natives with significant new opportunities for economic
development on the Kenas Peninsula”

“This is g great day for ;%Zaska Nati':ws, wildlife, the Kenai River and the Bureau of Land
Management. @'commend Chairman Don Young and Congressman George Miller for thewr
successful work to pass this imponant bipartisan legislation,” he continued.

As part of the Omnibus Parks and Public Lands Management Act of 1996, Congress passed the
‘Kenai Natives Association Equity Act Amendments of 1996," which authorized the KNA land
exchange. KNA is an Alaska Native urban corporation based in Kenai, Alaska, established in
acwréanae with the Alaska Natives Claim Settlement Act of 1971

In addition to resoiving a long-standing land management issue involving the Kenai National
Wildlife Refuge, the legislation authorizes the creation of the Lake Todatonten Special
Management Area to protect fish and wildlife habitat and subsistence activities on lands
administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). In accordance with the legisiation,
Secretary Babbitt today directed the BLM to begin planning to establish the 37,000 acre Special
Management Area, immediately adjacent to the Kanuu National Wildlife Refuge, in the interior of
Alaska, northwest of Fairbanks,

In 1980, Congress established the 1.4 million acre Kanuti Refuge to conserve fish and wildlife

populations and to provide habitat for white-fronted geese, other waterfowl, mi gratory birds,
mouose, caribou and other species.

‘ (more}
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According to Diana Zirul, President of KNA, “the legislation will allow KNA greater flexibility 1o
use our lands and will provide additional lands, including the Fish and Wildlife Service
headquarters site in old+ewn Kenai, important subsurface interests, and the necessary funding 1o
promote the ecenomic development of KNA's resources, while still z‘espectm and preserving our
hentage ™

The agreement was reached in full partnership with the State of Alaska, with the support of
Governor Tony Knowles. *‘sz&czmg the Kena River is important to all Alaskans,” Knowles
said, “This is one of a series of gains to protect the Kenai River. A partnership of federal, siate
and local governments, along with the Kenai Natves Association, sport fishing groups,
commercial fishing groups, businesses and private landowners has come together and, by putting
the river {irst, we glf benefir.”

The agreement marks the conclusion of almost twenty years of discussions and negotiations

~ between KNA and the U.S Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), the federal agency responsible for
managing the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge. President Franklin D. Roosevelt set aside 1.7
million acres of land on the Kenai Penmsula 1o establish the Kenai National Moose Range in 1941,
In 1980, Congress expanded the Moose Range to nearly 2 million acres and renamed it the Kenai
National Wildlife Refuge.

In Alaska, the BLM manages 89 million acres of federal public land, including the White
Mountains National Recreation Area and the Steese National Conservation Area, a8 well as 552
river miles protected under the National Wild and Sccmc Rivers Act.

Congress passed bi-partisan legislation in 1992 directing Secretary of the Interior to enter into
expedited negotiations with KNA 10 reach an agreement to provide for the exchange or
acquisition of lands. Negotiations conducted in accordance with the 1992 legislation led 1o the
agreement that was codified in the 1996 legisiation. -

‘Under the terms of the 1995 legistation:

o . Thell$, Fish and Wildiife Service would acquire 3,254 acres of land on the Kenai River
and the Moose River, for inclusion in the Kenai Nationsl Wildlife Refuge, for $4.4 million.
As part of the EVOS small parcel habitat protection process, the Exxon Valdez Qil Spill
Trustee Council has &grced to provide $4.0 million from the Sivil settlement fund. The
three federal trustee agencies provided zﬁc balance of funding from the federal restitution
fund.

o  The land acquisition package includes the Stephanka Tract, an 803 acre tract which was
ranked among the highest value small parcels for the benefit of species injured by the 1989
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill. To protect the important archeological and cultural values of the
Stephanka Tract, the legislation directs the Interior Department to nominate the wact 10
the National Register of Historic Places.
“2-



To provide KNA with additional opportunities for economic development, Congress
authorized the fedecal governyment to convey to KNA a five acre refuge headquarters site
from the FWS mrold town Kenal as well as importam subsuriace rights, with the exception
of coal, oil and gas rights, beneath KNA’s retained lands. The legisiation also authorizes
the Secretary of the Intennor to amend the Kenai Refuge boundary to exclude privately-
owned KNA lands from the Refuge and to it developmen restnictions, which were
imposed by the Alaska Natives Claims Settlement Act, from KNA's lands. KNA will
retan a sigrificant land base of approximately 26,000 acres f‘f;iiemng the implementation
of the agreement. :

To compensate for the removal of restrictions on the private land currently in'the refuge,
Secretary Babbitt today diregted the BLM to begin the imitial planning for the new Lake
Todatonten Special Management area and to establich an eleven-member committee. The
committes will include individuals from the villages of Alatna, Allakaket, Hughes and
Tanana, as well as representatives from the Dovon Corporation, the Tanana Chiefs
Conference and the State of Alaska.

~DOE-
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STATEMENT OF SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR BRUCE BABBITT ON
INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION TO NAME BROOKS RANGE WILDERNESS.
~ IN ARCTIC REFUGE AFTER MOLLIE BEATTIE

“I am deeply grateful 10 Congressman Don Young for hig ) eadership in introducing
%egzslazwa in the House of Representatives to name one of the most awe-ms;xmng wijderness
areas in the United States aiter Mollie Beattie.

“This vrlderness spans the heights of the majestic Brooks Range, towering over the
seasonal pageant of migrating wildlife along the Arctic coastal plain in the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge. 1 think it most appropriately symbolizes Mollie’s spirit: wilder, more powerful and more
free from the influence of man than anywhere else in America. Alaska ig 4 place that enchanted
Molke in her duties as Director of the Fish & Wildlife Service, and it is a place where she longed
Lo return,

“As Congressian Young and Alaska Senators Murkowski and Stevens know, Alaska
is perhaps the most spectacular and besutiful piace on earth. 1 appreciate their willingness to
share this place forever with Mollie's spirit, and it is my fervent hope that this legislation passes
on z fast track and that President Clinton can szgzz tinto law zmmzdiately

-}}Ol-n

Note: Moilic H. Beattie served a3 Director of the U 8, Fish & Wildlife Service from Septermber
10, 1993, until Secretary Babbitt reluctantly accepted her decision to leave the Department of the
Interior on June $. She.had previously returned to the Service after medical leave following two
. serious operations for brain cancer in 1995, She was the first woman Director of the Fish &
Wwildlife Service, and fought for protection of endangered species and sirengthening the .
stewardship of the National Wildlife Refuge System, She and ?@ez' husband, Rxcic Schwolsky, are
residents of Vermont.
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LANDMARK CONSERVATION ACT MARKS 15th ANNIVERSARY DECEMBER 2
Siatement by Secretary of the Interier Bruce Babbitt

Alaska--its lands and its people--are cherished by all Amaricans, those who ’
have besn fortunate enough to visit and countless millions who dearly want to, to whom
it would be the vacation of a lifetime. .

Record numbers of visitors came to Alaska's national parks, wildife refuges and
public lands this year, boosting not only the state's economy but giving hundreds of |
thousands of people a greater appreciation of the American land conservation ethic.

This week, all Americans should join Alaskans in celebrating a very special
anniversary. . ‘ ’ -

The vast majority of the Alaska units managsd by the Department of the Interior
wereg established 15 vears age, on December 2, 1980, as part of the Alaska National
Interest Lands Conservation Act, which former Prasidant Jimmy Carter has called “one
of my proudest accomplishments as President.” The act establishad 10 now National
Park Service units, nine wildlife refuges managed by the U.8. Fish and Wildlife Service
and large conservation and recraation units under the Bureau of Land Management.

These units were astablished primarily as places where we preserved our
common heritage both to show our grandchildren and to sustain the ecosystems on
which we uitimately depend.

These lands are part of the great mosaic of Alaska, the only state big enough o |
provide not anly for a rangs of development activities within federal, state, Native and.
private lands, but also to protect unimpaired pub ic values and resources found
" nowhera eise.

This legislation was controversial in Alaska when it became law, but 15 years
fater it is evident that the law works —these nationally important lands are providing a
naw aconomic base for Alaskans and at the same time preserving some of finast
country in America. .

Visitation to the increasingly weil-known National Park Service areas has
skyrocketed since 1880. Ths final numbers are not in for 1995, but parks expect to see

o 1
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more than 1.8 million recregtional visits in Alaska, tripie the number in 1981, Denali
continues (o be the most visited area, with about 480,000 visits, followed by Kiondike
Gold Rush {400,000 Glacier Bay {250,000) and Kenai Fiords {210,000).

The 16 national wildlife rofuges in Alaska attract soma three.quarters of g million
visitors annually, while argas managed by the Bureay of Land Management are used
by about 300,000 recreational visitors sach year. For instance, since 1980, the
one-million acre White Mourtains National Recreation Area northeast of Fairbanks has
been transformed into a popular winter playground, The BLM has built nine public
recreation cabing and connected them with a 200-mile long system of winter trails
popular with snowmachiners, dog mushers and skiers.

Intarior agencies, in'an ANILCA-arranged association with state agencies, have
built tha Alaska Public Lands Information Centers in Anchorage, Fairbarks and Tok
into efficient, one-stop centers used by more than 200,000 people each year,

Tourismnumbers alse have translaled into sustainable business opportunities
for many Alaskans. More than 400 businesses are licensed to cperate on refuges,
parks and other public lands. The companies range from sole propristor hunting and
fishing quides to mutti-national cruiseship operators, and employ thousands of people
in fuil-time and seasonal jobs.

Conservation uniis in Alaska --especially in the north and wast —protect major
breeding grounds for vast popuiations of ducks, gaese and other waterfowl, Hundreds
of thousands of caribou breed on and migrate across public lands in northem, interior
and southwest Alaska. Lands set aside in 1880 aiso host thriving populations of grizzly
bears, bald eagles, wolves and peregrine falcons ~-species whose populations have
bean seriously reduced in the Lower 48,

in addition to world-class sport fishing oppertunities on public lands, Alaska's $2
hillion commercial fishing industry aiso relies on federal tands, as much of the salmon
harvest off the state's shores begins its life in the protected waters of national parks,
wildlife refuges and other public lands.

The 1880 Act also embraced the fact that people are very much a part of the
Alaska landscape.’ Subsistence hunting and fishing is prospering and a crucial
companent of rural economies, giving rural Alaskans the opportunity to continue
providing game and fish to their families and to perpatuate significant cultural and
spiritual traditions. The artifacts of people, from the aarliest North Americans to the
turn-of-tha-century gold seekers, are also protected across Alaska,

According to former President Carter, ANILCA and other major Alaska legisiation
‘not only protected America's heritage, but aiso provided special consideration for
extractive resource davelopment, concessions for commarcial use of vast areas’ of the
Nenh Slope, and left available for development a5 percent of Alaska’s most promising



Fage 3 |

cil-bearing flelds.

“Thanks to this hard-won, balanced approach,” said Mr. Carter, “thess historic
pieces of legislation received broad, bi-partisan support.”

In the 186 vears sir;ce the passage of ANfLC& the American peopie have come

to agree that the law has bean well-implemented and the important, long-term values of
the land have been protecied. ’
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