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.\!\CTtC Vtl~,\G£, ALukl-ncged lS ;;rococlle skl:1 the m;>rshy A ,:o:lstJ,l plalO c{ ;he Ar(t:e ;\allonal 
wi!<JLfe R.jfuge melthes 110 miles 

(lorn :he c.u;nmg River L1 ,:te west to 
,\:~h,k:;'s r-urder 'x;tn Cattj,<..!ll ;" (he eost 
O\'er J. f>}w "H,<::I:S m the eMil An:tic ;)u
(limn. :he mouled gft'cn length ot the plmn 
.leepe1s to (h~ colur of (olfee grounds JJid 
rt:R a t!:lrk 'len OO('Netm the slale Beaufort 
S>:!" .:na {he irayed no::hem edge of Itle 
S:-oc;';s r::10unta:n mnge, 

~ne f;:;teot ,hiS hushed ;.pan of (unclr;!, ilk!! 
m:tr,y Olr.er tr.Jtters. rr:ay hang en the OUI
.:ome of Ihe presH.ler.nol elecocn, If Gov, 
G,;-orge W. Busf'. of Texas I~ If-.e new presj· 
,!e,u. t~!s ;Jlair. :,nd :he Ol! d<~POsllS a covers 
il1.1Y become;ll1 .millt<,:\y p:OV1:!@ ~nl\:f1u for 
(he ~md O! company BP ;\rn(l(1) 1$ ana what 
tt .l~ptres iO be: ~In-o!l C;jr.'lpany that is ols(; a 
prDlector of the e!W!fOnment, 

From us baSil 10 London, Bf'" Amoco. the 
'H)rkl''i Ihira-l:lr\jeS[ od company and argu
I~i:.' ;;":i! !-:oOS[ poweriu\ player In Alaskan 

ml. h.ls b:ok"n ranks 'kilt! rr.OSt of Iht: petro
:el.!m ,nCt.:sHY and ',\'orked 10 build a rep\lta· 
,ton ..:5 on .w"\rOnmen'ilJ pioneer, while 
;:ontl:ll.llng w promote <)I[ development. 
0n;r rhe las! three Years, it hilS acknowl· 
-:\!gee :ne ,j:u;g~r of global warming and 
~'~:;!)r::l(ec: oi:ern.ltJ"'e (uels. To 10s.er ,his 
;m;qe, BP Amoco unn;t:ed a sunburst logo 
,1::J " :leW mom,: Beyond Petroleum, 

50 far. af', whl.::h pumps slightly more 
:h;)n J{lU,OOO bllrrels of 011 a day from Alas· 
%.1, has s(uesrepped :he qUt:stlol'l ot ';rulmg 
un [~e coaStal plam of tM ft'tuge, an emo
::or;,,! en\'!fonm':nl:li Issue that gamed na· 
;1.::mOo[ ,ut~nuon during the presidel'mal race, 

[:n,ling proPQl1ll:ms:, inclUding ~k Bush, 
Ir,e 'o.1:H.:an cnjl~fessIQ1'\al delegatlOn and 
,r;O$t of :r.e Rept.bhc-;,tr, Party, say the COLn
t;y'~ e:1ergy l:1depe1den(e hinges 01'1 tap", 
}:ni!. me hdhC:1$ of barr,~ls 01 (I) that seola
~i;ts ,uspect Me below ::w platn'S perma· 
trost. perl'\ap~ f'n!hJ~!'l 10 ;lomp a rnl~fion 
rJ.HT<:i'1 J day for ~Q years:, For appor,ents of 
ttll: (fnllir.g, including Vi!;e President AI 
Gore, the Issue IS J tero·!wm game: If .he 
:lre:1 is open"d to devel()pmerH, .l rMe wi!
.J.;rness ·""nere many birds and l\mm:!Js 
:,e3r (het: young '.\'ould be lost 

.\:r. Bu!.l~ has said unequivocally thac he 
·,qjIJld open ,he coastal plam to 011 explorn· 
,:-on aM production, though he would need 

THe NEW YORK TI~ES 

Congtes:Honal ~tJPpon to proceed. S[r John 
Browne, (he BP ehtef e.>:I'"Cu(j"e. ~ald last 
'\'eek Ihul jf the Mea ;\'35 unlocked 'Jnder a 
Repu:lhCan adrr.mlstratlon. BP '''''ou!d be 
,meres:ed iI'I "ew exploration oppor(1)nmcs 
(here If:t bl::!5 011 leases ,0 cevetop fields, 
whl<:h :s '1,ghly prcbable gtven the ::l.-e;na.<li.ls 
on the cotn?any (0 oo!s!er produc,lon and ils 
StOCi( pt!ce, BP '...·cl..!d h.ave a cha.nce :0 show 
what 3ejontl f>Nmleurr.. reedy r.1eans . 

A grelln 011 company ma.y 5eem J.r. 0:;;:
moron, but some regu;:ncrs, sc,e!l:Js:5, !!nv:
ronmentohsts M'I,j inveswrs say !hllY cau. 

HOUS!Y beLe'.'e :na: the co:rr;;:':JY 
mtght be trymg to transionn IIsel! 
.. nd an incus;ry that has become 
synonymous With pollutiOn. For lhe 
tJ.st lew years. e!lYlrOnmenta!1s!S 
.lnd i!ldlgenolls groups have me! WIth 
BP exeeuttves and ooard 1'lembers 
to try :0 ;::er'5uade them :0 promls!;' 
not to dnll in l:te refuge, Just as Ihe 
company pledged a liecadi' :lga {a 
Stay out {It Ar.t:lrcw:a. Those who 
have placed 50ml'" fanl'. In 3P ~ee the 
ArctiC Refuge. home to sc.arce, 
unique wlldhfe . .IS the crucIal tes~ of 
the company's enVironmental re
solve. 

The BP record so far IS llllKed. The 
company's mher aCtIVities ll'1 Alaska 
ov.er Ih.e last few years ~u!!:gest that 
there is a vast geographical and 
phl!OSOPfllCa! gulf II.lrhm the compa· 
ny. On one Sld.e are exet\l1IVes In 
london who, pre:.lcn ",r,vtrf.mmenta!. 
Ism: on .he l)1.he:- lIe e:1g:.neers !n 
Anehorage who ~ace ~i1E pressure of 
oil-dnven local po[;Uf:S ..md their own 
oottom lme. 

BP exeO.HI\'eS n:pe;tt a <:om;;any· 
Wide' mantra of 'no u;ur.age" 10 t::e 
enVtronmenr. ..>no 1:$ UflIl$ i..ave to 
meet certam ;:rw!ronmenml goals, 
"We have leameO ..> iOl in 10 years," 
said F, K O'K"''''fe. the l1e:id of BP's: 
Alaska Expicr;mon IlfHt. "Our 
record sr,ows 'J:e CJJ'! go 1~!G <hHerent 
areas wah ;l1t!e to no :mpacc" 

But the comoapy's ~Iock pnct' uit!
ma:elY depe:1dS on rtOw much (Hi !( 

draws out of tr.e gcomHJ ,)nt! .n whOt 
COSt, To ensu:e <l j.\o!,l\' :h;.w 'I: 011 as 
supplies from ..I,I..>$k.l· i >~orth Slope 
decline, BP n;)s ;trn<'·;~".kd \~'j:h 
projects and amp.ll ..ns :hat ;lOse 
Significant nsks to AI.bi<J', <!cology, 

~,jld m;;l.IlY ,:ate and (e0\lm! ~~I!w!.~
tor5, 'Nlldlt{e tlIOIf)g~5tS, d"lVlrr,r.ft:,"I'l· 
tnlists and represel'\t.:ti\\ e,~ 01' ,Y.tnv>! 
pe!Jples. 

. T!1-ey're nytrlg iD prllSent a r.ew 
Sf>, bat 1:'$ bwslness ~IS IJS\j.i:\!. ' ';<lld 
Fr .1;"\(15 ,l,. Grar,t·Suwe, 1\1)0, J~ olt, 
';\x:lOi or 'lriVUle·seCh)f iflHlJt:Ve<; ,\( 
Ihe Wor:d W':!d:ife F,md, me.:!; r<::<'J
]ariy wb BP e,~e<~\.lI~\'es '01\ ;!':e 
P R. !cve!. ,,1ey h::\'e h.;el'l 5,jCCei,;rlll 
.H d,fferentlJtI"lg th;:'l1seheS :i(ym 
mhers, bu! by vC"'Hoie Df wlu: ::1.;:y're 
domg ')n Ihc :oana! ;:nUl1, _I'jU :.:in 
~ in sheer rnelon<;,' 

THIS year, the company ,1'~r~\!<J 
(0 a compliance order '\ n" ;r.e 
stale 01 AI;uka tn,,, prohllHl50 (, 

from t'lnlhng several months 1ft ;he 
year at ;.<orthstar 111e !irs! f)li~hor'" 
....e-l\ III :ne ;\1")nh ?,menc:m ,.I,'C1\C. 
The ~Iale cantends thai 8P '-,'outd rwt 
~e Ollie :0 dean up an (JlI >;>IH m lite 
op;!n waters oil :-4ortf:st;tr, BP W:lS 
.1!so placed uncercnmmal probatlUf! 
for five years .:Inti: Pilld $; m:lJion til 
ciVIL :1M cnmmaJ pcna,tlo;:S to" (he 
federal ~overnmen: alter fumDhr.g a 
case of dumpmg by a contDctor at 
another AJ:lska $lte, EndICOtt. 

Although BP has 5,111.1 I~ \S rIOt an 
ll.cove party in the heated dlSl'Ussion 
u.oout development In the refuge. it 
has donaleQ t~ns (If thousands 'Jf 
uollars to ArCllt Power, i1 group !ob
bYl"l8 to open the ref\lge l<l <.In!ling. 
.)s well as to pDht:ciarts W'lO support 
\iUC!) effom, Inc!'.ldmg ~Ir. Bush :1!ld 
the Repuo!JCJ.fl P:tr~y, 

"Being 'beyond pel tolet.liI: ISn'! :'0 
;mposSlblllty, OJ: whnr or, (1',," grour.:.! 
says they "reT' ;lsked rh&)dor~ -:... 
Rockwell Jr., 'Nne (oofJinaleS ::l~ 
Environmental Pcm:eCCtn '\5':!~;y' ~ 

http:Repuo!JCJ.fl
http:trn<'�;~".kd
http:l.-e;na.<li.ls


"II .lnd {as l)fOI4.0.'-:'1 .1""1 .~.:,1$"..l 
3P OU:lt 'n r<;>(.lU[,ltIor: <:In ~.'q:!Of;l· 

'!,)f! .1nd ;:.:-<<1\.1(:1011. lirSf '; ;:m 
'11<l' ~ 'h.ll1 ,I,:. >;!,1";.< 1>W .W,,]. "\ »; :\.: 
.•tit ,{!;'r,erJlIOIl. T ;t;e .~<)rth ~"'.! .,1'<1 
. .\..!.tska. EJrlier W:S i€:If, J.'r.en BP 
Mq~ht :ne .-I.t~:muc :;: 1\;ofle;c Carnpa
:I}", It'> m,tltl tWa!!1I'1 the ;-;or;t Slope. 
'f i1.lu 10 ~eH AReO', "'I~;;k;:m w~ld5 
:u Pblh;;s ?~Irl)(eurn 11: "n!er a~ 
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'"Jr"mg r:':H'Jr;;! .,!JS 

I" .I Ic':rer .,) ':mo. !~;,,~S 
m JJ!Y. Sir Ie:)" 'Nf()Ul :~;H 
SP'", vnl\le~ ":-:-;J\' hf' 11;)01' 

!.:<;t<?iJ In tllflerer.t W:1Y~. nUl 

;hvy iiJ.\"€ much ;!) ·:om· 
:;100: ,) respect for itc :r.C1YlCUal Jnd 

,,~, , 
2",;i ' .. ~ 

,In .In!] oJ :1alUniness on "uch J 

l"'.!ct1I~'e (~,.h:r:!l ,lpprol':li i-or ::1<.' ;iN.!. 
?r.d!lo~ ;n !Jt!«i~ ,;orrre·!.twt m4rc 
'Iii. :l\i( Sp, Im.1 (':n:r:lG: :").j ... ,) '\'Hh 

,;lhH 001 con(!.:r~t) qje,.,(<,s n~.>;\ 

>INtO Slope held:t m.llUtlg It ,he 
.Jomman: lOre!: to ,\I:lSkan GIL 

H:e C()mpM\Y'S m;(,eover irorn .1 
~t..ll-d Bnllih ~nergy empire to ;l 
hnl'io ma'\:enck ,hal embr.lcrtd ll:lvj· 
runmef1tJ-;tsm ;s the h:llldl""ork 01 Sir 
).)hn, che C~1et en!CUlIVC. A c"recr 
tAIT'.pu.r.y m;u: ",h'),Lur.ed Ius .\I.B A. 

H1 lOll' \.:r.ned SfJIl><.1 :md work~ III 
AL,ska tn thl: late 1,)60's. SIr John. 32. 
nas !lIVen Ihe 154 busmess utalS wich· 
!:l SP ~fCJ(.;r lOue?'!ndence 'Nhde 
.h:-mandmg lm?reSS1Ve :"esu\rs, He 
dbo i:lmdmrued himself w\:h reo 
search or 5:00<11 wJrmmg .(\"d $.(\;0 
mfiOe years <lilO l~Hl( :he ccr.:pnny 
~oould take' .1 ;>tand 0(, !he Issue. SJ!O 
Do.nd RI<:e, chiet c: s.urf :or govern' 
menr ;1nd pubh(' Jitmrs ..u Btl. 

£lucking mdus,ry ',nsaom, SP 
'l-grm 'Ant!. the ldea that carbon 
d:oxlde eml$S;!1~S cotltr:btlle 10 glob
:11 ',\"flrr:-Jmg mid p!e<1ged 10 cut ~ts 
mvr. ~mlSSiOnS by Itl jX:rcent by ~j)H). 
7'1.e -:.Jmpanv ;$ among the world's 
!arge:n m:lkers (It sobr panelS and 
,\~es solar po\'d~; :1I ma.ny ot lIS own 
:;,\Cllit;';~L (\ is gradually stuflmg the 
,;mphlws cf ItS t>splor:mcn and pro· 
\.!\Jcnon from CruuE! ell to d~atle.r· 

,he d;verSity 01 ;n:lnkll,:d. J. r~;;pan$\' 
l;I'I:(y (0 ;m)\\!Ct I~l! natur:L env'ron. 

3'l1n:h():t1en uke Sir John', 'Tlt:"" 
'.\~l! 'leno!Jsly, .\: ,ill: .U1IYJ,li mcet. 
it" en .-\;:ml. 1.; perct:!)! uf ,!:-nrl!ho.lle· 
,'f$ VOted f!}r J. t<!S()lutu:m uI:'m3ndmg 
th.il 3P ,.,..rm1f'\oue ;-':onhs;ar .inll 
;IJ.Y mil of Iho; r.:fuge . .l j)fOpt)WOtl;;,o 
hlgn that II ,1:JllnL>Q company mall" 
.tg.'irtlent ;lod c\'(;'n Ihose whO IInfO
~>lced the n'Nwre 

,7>1;l YDe It IS p;lIfllU. tor EI P to r.;:;ve 
.hls degree ot h:t'Ltmy, but bel:::g 
hl:!!d ;lccount;)b;e wnl help 3P un· 
;m:!Ve \;5 environmental ?t!rform· 
,\I1occ over the Ion!! rti.'i," saltl SUThJn 
BiLe:-meS5. senior ';'!nalys( at Tnlhum 
.\ssel :.t:ln:lgeme!1t of 8osmn, oni!' of 
:he ;;p<Jnsors: of me r!!solu~!On, 

The Ilonon of dflll:ng In tt;e c:Jasta! 
;:;i.\1r1 of ,he -:-efuge provokes intense 
Jeb:ne because of what lite opposmg 
jldes ~e at st.akt. €ver;.' summer, 
Ihousand'S 01 bln!.$ (,om 3S M3r as 
',Vastnnglon SI1l1e lIld as tar ;1S Am
,1ITIlC'll ahght llpon the narrow Slrlp 
I)f luncra to bear theIr young. About 
t:iO.QOO canOOu. kr.own i.\5 the Porcu
;l:ne herd. ITngrate almost 500 m;les. 
;1t!nually from C.jJ\;lda:o caive on the 
u~!es-s expar..s-e, 

.. n.ere are a :(!r of propLe who WIt! 
neve; go:o the re:u~e. but [gel some 
;;ea{:e of mmd kno ...... lng that (here IS 

;;;'i1I~," '>]Jd Fran ,\lau<:" ;l '.nld!l!e 
:Jlolog:st with the lJ01ttN SIale5 F;sr. 
.md '.\"ild:!le S1l'CV1Cl! ,~t1J an "'\P~~; 'v: 
;.1~ r'!Il.!:!.(', '"',"r.erB cis>:! t~1n :Cl ;j;W", 
'Ilen :,uas .;; ';;H,t.iU. ;1) ~·;.n'l 

:J,,;;q~. ,)xen rl)amm~T' 

D
RILL!~;G "r'lOOIH'nt,i ·,IV 

(here .He ,lbOll! ,Ii bJ!:on ad!' 
(-:15 :n Ih~ n:1IJg~. But ;;o.:;tlo: 

"news h)w !TIw;1 01 15 In :1'2 (0:\5(,:1 

pl;Hfl bt:Cimse very il:t!e ~.~pl{)r:l::Ol 
has been done there :)nl: ~:\p::H;ltllfy 
'At'l! backed bv SP::md Cr,evrutl was 
In!letl ::ears 'Jgo <1rI I"!ld (l'...·ned by 
im.hg"'n;Jus ;leop!es WHOH"': the refuge. 
S? smd the results were J: ;nopne· 
tMy .,ecpet. 

BaSed on sewnlc d:Ha .In<l mior· 
mJttotl gieanNj if()m en! 'wil" n,,;,H 
Ihe reft:ge, !he United St:He~ G"clu!\\· 
cal Survey ha~ e5\:rr,ated (('..1, ,.;(11, 
ltologlcaBy recover;:.ble 0\1 Jr. ,he 
,;rea 15- about 7.7 bIllion harrels. Ii ,he 
::tea pumped OIle million b,n;'els ,1 

qay. :t c(luld supply Olt \0 t~e L"nlct!i:1 
St~tes for tWO decades In ('011;)').1" 
son, lhe gre;l( ?ruo.Jh.oe Bay field 11'1 
Ihe Nonn Slope of Alaska. ·.vh2tC 3? 
staked :(5: fortune 30 ye;:;rs 19o, h.ll! 
.1OOU( 9.2 btl;!On bar:e!s. 
W~acever numbers the .--:p-.:ns 

Sf!l!le 0-.'1. Greg Gilbert ·,Itl}fr!.:s ,Mat 
{ne~' Will draw o,t (Omp;lJileS ItltO ,t:e 

~? 4moe') S -:2;,12<,(;1<. ima.;,e as an e!'l\t!!onlT'enl~I·Mindeo 0,1 ',;c"'-CJ__"y ·s ::cwg 
..:nMergeo ';:'5 ,1 cr:lI'i f'ew wehS in the Beaul()f! Sea ana '_~€lg:;S ',', -I!:r€" :0 Ole ':" 'cases 

;n oar: ,)1 ,::e ;.:ct'c : J(lt.OM! Wildlife- Reillge 
o , 

,; 

j
-1 . 

• "C1.Iw o;MI QI' lID dtM oo p~ 011 Of ...n. 
lItopoMd~ I)U __ : -

: 

http:ruo.Jh.oe
http:h'),Lur.ed
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(oa:;tal plam, " memberuf the 7,:500- sometime, \lOOt'r pipelines. One When Ihe field IS operating tully. 
m~mber GWlctnn Indian nation that bnght mormng, near tile Ph:llips Al 65.000 barrelS of crude 01\ WIll pass (0 
ilves SCililer~ through the boreal pme jl!IlJd. a flock 01 geese lifted like a ~M;lre dally through a pipeline burled 
~ores\s of :lonhwest Canada and hand trom the flat !abie of the tun· ~lQw the seabed, an engmeenng 
oorth central AlaSka, Mr· Gilbert dra. "The drIVe IS (0 do no damage to :lrSf. B P WIll slart dtllling thiS win
hunts canbou to tee<i his tamUy of the ellVlronment:' saJd Me O'Kee'{e ter. and It IS seeking regulatory ap. 
severt Untl! about ~O years ago, the 01 ep's Alaska Ell:p!orauor. Unit. rmwal for another oUshore weU, Lit)
Gw!cb'in followed the Porcuplne echomg the '"no damage" theme erty. tarther to the east at NQrthStar 
herd In Irs trek, No'll, they JIve 11'1 heard so otten In 8P Cfflces from and closer to the refuge, 
S-eulementS of ~Stt)ry dapboaro London to Anchorage. "There's no . To be able to drill year.round at 
hOuses healelj by w1X1d Stoves and contllct here, The idea runs through· Northstar, 8P must prove to Alas. 
oflen Wt!.hQut runnmg water. all levels of the tximpany," kan OftlClalS that It can clean up a 

Arctic VlIlage, a settlement out From the spare haUs ot BP's Alas· spuJ in the Ice-strewn water, shOUld 
"Ide the soUthern rim of the refuge, is. ka headquarters In Ancborage t<l Ihe wor.k at NOrthstar ever go awry, 
home to Mr. Gil~rt 3.Od abeUI 250 bustling CQmpany cafeuma In Dead Since last fall, BP has held thret! 

horse in tM Nonh Slope. green-and· {lther Gw!ch'ln, most of them unem clean.up drills, and each tlme It has 
yellow poste~ spread the new enVf.ployed. who SUrvive t,y hunung carl· failed. [n every attempt. the broken
ronmemal gnspel: '"Go, [)O, flunkbou. Every few hours dunngone faU lee In the wafer wreeke<i or d.sabled 
BeYQmt" ·'gP. Bold. Progrtsswe."day. young men rodl~ !lOwn from a tbe equIpment desIgned to collect 011. 

nearby ndge In lheJr all-terram vehi· Dunng a test las.t month, popcorn 

B
UT doubts about the compacles and unloaded shanks and sides thrown on the water as a mock s.plll
ny's envtronmental miSSIonof caribou and moose IntO thelr cab Heated past the clean·up barges. Si
n;n deep. In LQrtdi:m. wags sayIn,. lent tesumony to BP's dirtlcu!ttes. 

the Ctlmpany IS Beyond Seher. InBundled in a fur hat against the As a result of the tests, Alasl(a has 
A.Iaska, it is sald that workers On thetHtin8 wind one af!emoon, Mr. G'll. plac~ 8P under a compliance order 
North Slope, many at whom navetlert climbed a rickety [(I·toot plat~ that protllbits the ctlmpany trnm 
weathe«!d the harsh (Wldr. and theform on the edge 01 a forest or Slunt. drilling at Northstar when the frote1t. 
IOdustry's bad image tor more thaned birch and pin.(!: and took out bino(::. ocean around It has thawed and ON> 
20 years, grumble that sP 1Ook3Illars to survey for caribou. ken. or from aboUt May to Novem
weak tor gOing green."Canbo\! are sensitive," Mr. GU· be"SP has made sure that its interbert srud. "The 011 companle-s want w The company, Alaska OItiClalS 
ests are protected. Utis year, it 000 sald, clill.m~ in its plan that it coulddnl! In the refuge:. bu.t Ute trlbuced SSO..ooo to Arctic power, the capture oil when up to 7D percent ofelden say the CaIlOOu wm pro-<ievetopment lObbying group. A the sea \s covered with Ice, But the dtsappear. They will QP executIve also serves i)Il the stale resources department contend

chaIl8~ thell' route." board. of the group. BP donates to ed that SP had difficulty eVl!n when:
He climbed down trom politicians ~ho vote regularly to. there were tra(e amounts of Ice in 

the oMervauon platform, ~n the: refuge. Moreover. its dona the water, based on what .ts moO\~ 
(tOnS to the Republtcan Pam thisand bls face was tight Wtth concem. tors had WItnessed. 
yeu were $613.870 (JUt of its total ot"I think dnlllng Will evenlUally hap "Wl'\en you can't clean up oil in the 


pen." Ite satd. "The oU compames S901,196 to politiCal act/on commit· Areue. should. you be going in, at 

have the power to do it. Sut J worry tees and patty organizatIOnS, a<;C(lrd· ail?" wed one federal offiCial whO 

ing to the Center tor ResponSIVe Poliabout t.."le future, my ,kids. their spoke on conditiOn of anonymlty, 

kIds." tics. TM: company contributed Northstar's pipeline is the tlrst (0 


Opponents of dnHlng say the ~f· 13.,421 to Mr, Bush this y~ar. (om· run under the .seabed of the Arctic 

uge cllUld be better protected from p-attd with $4,250 to Mr, Gore, . Oct!an. In wmter. a process called ice 

dr<velopment If Presitk!nr Clinton de BP's interest in the refuge re!1«t.s scourtng occurs ut the ArCtiC. as Ice 

;:tared the area a nauonal monu It! need to keep Alaska output !ugh. breW up, sl'Ua5Jles together ~ 

ment, COtIgTeSS coull! overturn sueh At its peak in 1988. the North stope plows into the sea floor, SF has ut

a designattoo, bUt tMre 1$ no pre<:e prodUCed an average of 2.1lJ milUon Stalled a thick, !llngle-wall pIpeline: 

dent lor doing $0. barrels of oil a day. In 1999, datly that the company says IS burled deep 


s? contends that oj) development output fell to about l.tlS mi!1!on bar enoulh to aVOId a puncture'. The 

would not harm caribou, pointing (Q. reb, ac«rding to 1M state Depart Jmnt PI~lme OUloo. a state and 

the mnvmg hero UI the North Slope. ment of Natul:a1 Resources. t~eraJ committet!, tested and ap

A range or Independent w\ldIife blol". AS the Arctic Refuge issues are proved the pipe. , 

gists dispute SP's argumt'nt. Mote'> worked oot, BP IS looking rer rid\. su't other federal officials. enVl

<lller, the coastal plain in the refuge 1$ nt'w resen.-oirs m the Nawmal Petro rooroentalists and' an indepeOOent 

tat smaHer than the North Slope but leum Reserve to the west ot its prud

has 10 times the earibou population" hoe Bay tlelds, and (ltfshOOI$ or its 

which would make It very hard for older <ievll!k!pments, SO it embuked 

the animall to avoj,J oil mfrastTUC· on Northstar, a Ii&-,milkm-barrel 

iUrt'. . field that. in the .o::IlmltlJshmg reser· 


ap says It can develup 011 fields on vOIr of the North Slope. J5 conSldered 

(he coastal plain with what it calls 
 a large tlnd. ,

"mimmaJ" ~vironmen'al Impact. 1"'be rig sits on a squar", arnfiCial 

The acreage that Its newest wells five-acre island in lhe ocean heyond 

l)I;;CuPY, their "footprint." is muclt barrier Islands. Eodangered bow
smaller than that. ot ('tlder weUs. an4 head.whales migrate near Northstar.
pipelines are bUIlt hlper to let can and within the barner Islands (WO
boo pass underne,jl~ Otten, tMre types of threatened saa ducks gather 
are no roads nearby, and: worker! by the lhOUsatld$ ever)' summer be- . CJ 
are aIrlifted ln, . tore migrating south lor the wll\u!r 

Stray cartbou roam near the Prulj· 

hoe say roads that rumble with 

trucks and pick-ups. Ot~rs graze 
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~HE ,yeW YORK Tl.\f8$ ,'- , 
~\:l~rl "In ;:nP<!!ll'<!S ~Jnt'i!r.Ged rha: J 
':I)Lbl':,'H;\lI<:.! ;l'r~ '~oLld :;e <i1to:mfl. 
,::mh" ';1;":( '::',·,!r,l;( ""'~~~,I;t1 j[ tre 
';lw;r,:r;.l1"f~l.\1 !!t1O':':: ~t"tement 

1;;1\': ~n", 31' ;:I;:d!ll~ "O<)ut,j one·lfl· 
iour chance of Lulure, The !malver· 
SKin put the oJds at i to 1 percefl(, 

ior::hlm KOI1LK. head o~ :ne Ca.'1a· 
d:ar. researc:J l!i:tffi :trld a consulttltH 
fDr ~he t;1lfed $!alo}$ Fish ana Wild· 
hfe 5en'l(1;' on lte envmmml;'ntallm· 
paCI :Howment :Qr Uberty, caed 
conCerns bnS~ on a !,;l1g::JY ~ompUf' 
~'r modeling prOJ<!c: o::onduc:ed o:y 
C,wa,Ll's GmhOglc.I1 Sl..r:ey cn Ice 
~;;ourmg ::nc prpelines. "There's a 
':ery good chilli,;:e (hat smgle PIpe 
'Nltl :;;ul," he 53.1I,t 

BP ,l.id (he ;oml Ptpeline omce 
~,Iy :l ;Joubte·wa!ted PIpe would be 
t1;nre COr:1plic3!;:d, and therefore 
h;:lIde~ to tnomtof a.,d repair, The 
mmpany 5U1d II "',QlJld suck with a 
:;mgh:v.valled \lIpe at L:berty, 

3P h:ls excel\ed :n one tnviron
men;a! .. rea: .)s pan of :j plea agree-
1:J.:nt [j) seule a federal enm,na! 
::::.lse (i,ed 19a:nSt the company laie 
1.lst year. S? has lfISUt'J'OO a nanon
wvle environmental manlt/mng prO
grlm a! its exploralJon, drilling and 
nroductwn umu to lmprov~ over· 
;'i~ht ",no red'Jc~! the chance of acci· 
dents and ;Pllls, 

In 1955. a '4'hI5!!eolower from BP's 
:'\onh Slope EOOIC<ltt !leld reported 
tniH ,!'Ie <ontracwr for which he was 
'~orkmg. Doyon Dr:llmg. had been 
11li,gal:y Ji$P05Ing of haz.ardous 
-";istes lrom 1100U< 1993 to 1995. Last 
year, tht Justice Depan:ne:m Wed 
~he cnmll'\al SlUt a."Id 3, ciVil suit 
,I>;:amsx sp, The company, which 
p!elded guilty 10 one: 'flOlation ot 
;Qceral .;nVlfonrr.e:n;;1 :aws, was 
fined $5{l1) (!i)j) ,1'1 the clmmai pro
{'I;eOmg and pall! $6.5 mlllion:.o settle 
the ;::,'111 suit. 

FEDE"RAL ,It:o~neys in ,he 
C';:"mlnJI (.)se :;g1.ln$: BP cen
:"r.(lo;!U :hi.l{ ;11" COmpdny lmew 

vi D<')yo:l-S .1ctl\';t;es but lOOked lhe 
.)~t'dc( 'A';W - .:tn .lccustlnoo that e P 
dentrul. :n ;~e 'ielfle:nent 01 (he cnm. 
:r;a: 'tl$e. 3P was placed on pretia· 
::on lor five years. The company also 
\'olL:m~nKl ;:we: that period to put 
1(1[0 place a strmgem !1anonwide en
vlfonmenta! managemem program 
:H a COSt 01 J!)OU! Sl:; rn:!liot1. 

\Vhde pr~usmg ,he extrJ s':ep laken 
by Sf', ;j i2dHa! prosecutor recog. 
mzed Ih!! <:tl1.flenge Ihat the company 
taces" '"! ,hmk fulks at their t'l1gMst 
:eve!s Me COmmil1ed to envmmmen
[Oll issues." sald Deborilh Smith, dep
u:r chief 0: the envlronmental 
cnmell se<;tlr;n ar ,he JUSlice Depar,
ment. "But does (hat reach down to 
thetr 011 ng operator and ;;hange {M 
thinkIng ot an 011 rig 'Narker who is 
from an IndUStry ~hat hasn't always 
been concerned Jl:!QUt the envmm
rr.el1l?" ,.j 

Failing Yield 
:'~£Irage :Cta-t ::;11 =rcc\;.<;;,¢n 
;n ire ;jOrth Sloe;! QI Mt'i$~a 
Slflce 1977, 

. 'SO ';5 ";10 ;5 
SAY'" ,1''',.,.1/ C'''C¥',-IIN QI·...,..'a< 
~,f;"!., 

On~gory Gilbert. of the Gwjt;h'in Indian r.atlon, hunts for moose to furl r.is family in northern AlaSO<(l, 

http:GmhOglc.I1


, . , , , ..
\, I ,! : •, • , , 

A caribou grazed under oil pipelines, above, r:ear an opt.:fat!ons center owned by BP Ar..oco. ute 
dominant c,il company :n Alaska. 
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Arctic Rese~ve Safeguards Urged 

By H" JOSEF HEBERT 
.-:;: The Assoc:"ated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) ~ Aboue: 250 scientists urged President: Cantor. to ir,pose 
gafe~~ards aga~nst oil drilling at the Arctic National Wildl~fe Refuge and 
'~ensure the conservation of :his ur.ique arctic eccsys:::em," 

In a lette:t ::0 Clinton. the sCientists sa;.:! Wednesday '::hat "five decades of 
biologlcal F,it:udies and scientific; research have confirmed" the need to 
p,ote:;:c: the refuge's l,S-mi!lion-acre coastal plain from development, 

Clinton has opposed congressional efforts to allow drilling in the refuge in 
:he northeastern corner of Alaska. Many environmentalists have urged him in 
,ecent months to make the refuge's coastal strip a protected ~nument befote 
he Leaves the White H~use, but White HOuse officials have inststed no such 
action is under discussion. 

, 
vice President A1 Gore, the Cemocratic nominee to sccceed Clinton, scrong~y 
opposes oil {1rilling in the t"efuge. H:s Gel? rival, Gov, George w. Bus;', has 
said openint; the refuge to oU develcpme!1t. ...ouid be a :najor pait ':':If his energy 
Strategy. B'Jllh has argued that drillir:g can be conducted without harmi:"l9 the 
ref~ge's ecosystem or wildlife, 

The U.S. Geologi.:::al Sur'ley has estimated that ~he refuge's coastal plain hlaY 
hold about :1 billion barrels of oil. about as much as the Prudhoe Bay field 
SO miles ·1:0 :he wesc, with about 80 percent of that economically recoverable. 

00 



!i:n'ti-:cnme:'ltal.i6C$ argl..'.e de'le':'o;:mer.t 0f ::-:e ':Iil ·...culd jeopardize the coastal 
plain's wildlife, lncluding 130 svec~es of ~:gracing birda; thousands 0; 
porcupine caribou that give birch to their yout".g chere in Summer; ar.a polar 
bears" musk oxen and grizzly bears. 

In wednesday's letter to Clinton, :he sc~entists.said the coastal plain is a 
"Jital compo;1er.t of the ciological diversity of the refu.ge" and warrants the 
<sa~e protection as other areas oe the :9-mil:lon-acre refuge aLready set aside 
as procected wiLderness. 

Whi~e che scientlsts sala they were not phllosophically opposed to oil and gas 
development in Alaska, ehey wrete: "Based on our collective experier.ce and 
cnderstandin;; of cr.e cUIDl:la::ive effeces of oil a:;d gas develop"l'lem.:: on Alaska'~ 
North Slope, we do noc believe these impacts have been adeq'.Jately considered" 
when it cemes ~o the refuge. 

The letter-writing effort was organized by the Alaska office of the National 
Audubon Society and the New York-based Wildlife Conservation Socie~y. 

Among scientists endorsing the letter were 60 from A':'aska and 25 from Canada 
The scientists included Edward Wilson, a tWO-time Pulttzer prize¥wiening 
biologist from Harvard; and Paul Ehrlich of Stanford, a leading biologists and 
author of the 1%8 bock t:he Populauon explosion. 

Sen. Frank Murkowski, R·Alaska, one of Congress' most vocal proponents for 
drill~ng in the refuge, said moSt of che scientists probably had nevar visited 
the tefuge. Referring to E:hrlich, 1I'.urkOlHski said, ~~He pred~cted that oil 
supplies would be gone by the year 2000," 

~urkcw$ki said it's a ~~myth" to say that oil can't be oeveloped i~ the 
ref'.Jge withcut hurting the ecosystem and .,.-lldlife, especially with new, less 
i~trusive d[il:ing technology. 

0il has bee~ pumped in Prudhoe Bay for 30 years, said Murkowski, and che 
caribou have thrived, 

~'TheY're not shot at. They're not run do~n by snowmobiles," he said, and the 
polar bears '~~alk the pipeline because it's warm," 

On the Net: Arctic Power, pro·develcpment Arctic National Wildlife Reserve 

lobbying g~oup: http://~,anwr,org 


Alas)(a Wildm:'ness League: http://www.alaskawild,org 

,Energy Info)~mat.ton Administration: hnp;ilwww.eia.doe,gov 

copyright: 2000, The Associated Press, The information contained in the AP news 
repor~ may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or otherwise distributed 
without tr.e prior written authority of The Associated Press. All active 
hyperlinks have ~een inserted by AOL. 

http://www.alaskawild,org
http://~,anwr,org
http:experier.ce
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Arctic Drilling Proposal Sparks Heated Debate 

By Brian HanHft 

WASHINGTON, DC, Novomberl, 2000 (ENS) • The d._ over opening fIl. 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to oil development came to 1he NaliontY Press 
Club in Wathington today, as a top Clinton Administration official and a 
powerful Republican Senator outlined two very different VIews of the 
contentious eleCTion year issue. 

TM Arctic Nation.1 WIldlife 
Refuge .upports a vast herd of 
caribou (All photoa eo..n.sy An:tie 
N.etlonM \WdU1. R ••, 

Jamie Rappaport Clark, the 
director of tne U.S. Fish and 
Wildlffe Service. appeared at a 
press conference oMth it host of 
efWironmentalleader. to urge that 
the refuge be "permanenUy 
protected fot future generations" ~ 

''\1Vhen people talk about opening [the refuge1 to oil development, they're 
advoeftng sticking an oU well right smack in the middle of the wildest place left 
in America," Clark. said. 'W'II!! will future generations think of us if we hand 
them an ArcUc coastal plane scarred 'Nith 00 w.1I. roads and pipelines, sucked 
dry of fuel and also sucke4 dry of the incredU"e ~ldlife!hat used to be there?" 

aut at another pt'ess conference held just oO'Nfl1tie hall, Clarl(s point was 
sharpiy rofuted by one of the leading proponents of opening the refuge to 011 
development. Alaska Senator Frank Murkowski. 

M\Jt*owski, a Republican, did acknowledge that there are 1IK!me "egitimate 
environmental concerns" auociated wtth petroleum development: in l1i& region, 
But the senator had Uttle to say about that subject today, focuSing instead Ot'! 
what he termed the "na1Ionai security" imp&I¢aUom of the mabr. 

"Recent events in the Middle East have given us yet another remind., that we 
are being held hO$tage to foreign oil," said Murkowski, refening to the (erronst 
attaek in Yemen that kliled 17 sailors aboard the U,$.S. Cole, it Navy destroyer, 
'1t doesn't have to be this way." 

11/2/00http://ensJycos.comienslnov2000/2000L-II·OI.07.htm! 
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Sen.tor Frank Murkow.ki iflhottl ;:;QU!1Hy Ot1k. 01 tne SenltOfI 

The 1.5 million acre coastal plain is the only ar~a 01 the 
Alaskan North SIQo~ where oil exploration and development is prohibtt~d by 
law_ Murkowski argued that oo~ning the ANWR coastal plain to: oil 
development is necessary to r.duc. U.S, dependence on 10reign oil. 

MurkowslU lashed out at President Sill Clinton and Viet Fr,,$ident AJ Gore. the 
Democratic candidate tor prtsident, for "discouraging" dome$lj¢ ¢il production. 
wtlich the unator said has cQmpr~ed 1he nation's foreign pelliey. 

"How can we be an honest broker in the Middlt East peact process when we 
are ~h0l4en to ISfael', sworn enemy· praqi Pre$dent] Saddam Hussein. to 
keep OUf ci1izens warm ttli!!! winter(' said Murkowski 'We need praq'$J Qil ~ 
600-.000 barrels per day," 

Polar bearl, already Impacted by 
shrinking lee sheets, could suffer 
it oil drilling Is aJlowed in the 
R.fuge 

Murkowski maintained 1hat Clinton 
and Gor~ art putting Am.rican 
sold.n, and talers at risk in order to 
prop up their "failed energy poiicy." 

-'R;emember, !he V,S. rotC" at risk 
are in place to proted oil we depend 
on from the Middle Eatt." he said. "Our dtpendence on MeIdl. East oil 
Hlu$tratH the failure of our energy policy aM ¢()I"I$tiMet a threat to our 
national security."

Opening up the coastal plain to oil exploration could sigrlficantly reduce this 
dep.ndency. Murkow:ski said. Th. Alaska senator said the f~ion could 
inere.. domes!i¢ prOduction by almost one milll()O barrets per day ~ neariy 
twictlt!t amount 01 oil that -ttl. United Statu lmporta from Jraq on a daily basis. 

'We can rUSHrt American leadership by uauring 1hat our en.rgy policy and 
our foreign polley are womng to achieve commm goats," MurkO'WSki said. 'We 
can open ANWR safely. The potenttallJl ther .... 

The Clinton Administration's Clark: countered that openng ANWR to oil 
development would have a "maior adverse impact" on the refuge and ib 
";Idlff •• 

1112100http://ens.lyco~.com!enslnov2000/2000lr11-0 \-07.btml 
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The Refuge contains millions of 
10m,. 0' tr.agile tuntl'~ habitat 

"Th.,. should be no illusions on 
point. It would mean that a lot 

wells, ports, dormitories, 
h&lIec,pt." padlt and so on. 1MH 

to be connected by many 
milet. of roads and pipelines 

c::~~~~::~~:~c~oaStai plain in a
If< ~at>M1I 

certainly fragment this urnque 
wildlife hatttal" Clark sad. '1t mearu) compebtion to( limited water between 
:ndustry and wildlife, It means garbage, po!lu1lon, and told<: and oil runoff in It!e 
last pristine CQmer of America's arctic," 

Clark', point was echoed by Athan Manuel of the U,S. Public Interest Research 
Group, a nonpartisan government watchdog O(ganization. Manu~ took issue 
'/¥ith Murkowski's oft repealed assertion that opening ANWR', coastal plain to 
oil d~opment would only leave a "small footprinf' on !:he area. 

'The track record of the oil induslty in Alaska is any1:hing but a small footprint," 
said Manuel, "It's mO(e like the rootprint Gadrilia leaves on a small, 
unassuming town." 

Manuel used a large photograph of Alaska's Prudhoe Bay area to make hi, 
point PrudMe Bay was once a remote wildemesa area much like the- eoaatal 
plain. Slnce 1968, when Norttl America's largest oil fietd WM discovered at 
Prudhoe Bay, oil development has transformed the once pristine i$PQt into one 
of 1t1e most heavily industrialized areas in the U,S. 

'There's Qver 1 ,000 square rrn!clI at dfWelopmeht there ~ that's about the size 
of the state of Rhode !sland," said Manu... 

The" grQLtnd squirTels an among the 
$malle, creature. that inhablt ""' 
Refuge, 

Prudhoe Bay now sports some SOO miles of 
road.. 150 drilling pads, 1.400 wells and 
hundre<i!J of miles of pipelines. The area 
suffers from a ~ air pollution problem. 
The AJnka Department of Environmental 
Conurva1kIn NV$ that more than 43"000 
tons of mrogen o)(jdes are spewed into the 
air each year - aimost twice tho amount 
emitted in the Washington, O.C. area, 

About SOC oil ~lls occur in the region each year, involving more than 80,000 
gallons of oil, dies,1 fuel and other materials, Manuel noted. Moreover, about 
12.000 a¢fH of lNiidlif. haatat have been destroyed by wast~ disposal 
operations in the area, Manuel pointed out 

'1"his ill d,arly not a small footprint," he said, "Oil dnJUng is a dirty, dangeroU$ 
and polluUng industry and it damages the wi-!dlife values Itlat we want to 
prM,rve:' . 

'The proposal would al$Q do little to reduce th, natl~n's d.epc:ooence on tOfetgn 
oil or lower gasoline prices, sai~ Dan I..ashol', a $e1"ltOr saentist at the Naturai .....~ 

'1 •.,)'%. Resources Defense COUFlQ. 
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''Th~ United Sta1es cannot produce its way out of od price 'pikes." lashof said. 
''The United States can and should reduce its dependence on petroleum," 

"-"""'~w:.~.'.7:-1'tt4Y!_~,>t;;W_~",."~,-'Zt"·"____i?"W,,,...,k Musk oxen also roam the Refuge 
T" ,,::·It:...~__ • 

L.nhof said that legtsJa1ive riders 
drafted by the automobile and oil 
industries have torpedoed 
CongreUional efforts to raise fuel 
economy standards that would 

, protect American c:itiz:ens from 
fluctuating od prices. 

More than 240 North Am~ncan 
scientists sent a letter to !'resident Bill Clinton today, urging that the Arctic 
National 'Mldllfe Refuge be permanently protected from oil exploration, 

Qjstinguished scientists endorsing the leteer indude Or, George Schailer 01 the 
WIldlife Conservation Society. Dr. E.O. \Mlson of Harvard UrWver!ity, Dr Paul 
erhUeh ot Stanford University, and Professor Emeritl.!$ Or, Mchaef S¢ule of the 
UniverSity of California al Santa Cruz. 

"Five decade! of biologicai study and sdenl:tfic research have eon1lrmed that 
the co.tal plain of the Arctic Nationai VWdlife Refuge forms a vital component 
ot the biologi¢al diver$ity of the refuge, and merib the !ame k,jnd of permanent 
safeguard and precautionary management as itte rest of this original unit, ~ the 
acienti$tS stated in itteir letter. 

Ooe mode of permanent protection to( the coastal plain would be for 'the 
prnident to use hi. executive authority to a-eate a national monument out of 
the refuge, 

Senator MurkowsJd, asked jf he thought Clinton would grant national 
monument status to the refuge before leaving office, said, 'Udepends on what 
kind of legacy he wants to leav•. ~ 
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Senator urges drilling for oil in Alaska 

Says us. reliance on foreign sources is a bad energy policy 
5y Tom Carter 
f.,£ .......s...'«.HON H.lES 


Sen, Frank R )!lurkowski ac· 
cused the Clinton administration 
yesterday of presidmg over eight 
years of failed energy policy, say
ing U-s. reliance on foreign oil en· 
dangers natIOnal secunty, 

Mr. Murk-owski. who chairs the 
Senate Committee on Ener'1'Y and 
Natural. Resources, called for 
opemng of Alaska's Arctic Na· 
Ilena! Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) for 
nil exploration as part of the sotu
tion, 

"Our nation (s being held hos" 
tage by the Middle East, as sup
plier of the oil that we've become 
addicted to," the Alaska Republi· 
can told reporters at the National 
Press Club. 

"Remember, US. forces at risk 
are in place t<I protect oil we de~ 
pend on from the Middle East. 
That dependence iLlustrates the 
fail~ of our energy policy and 
constitute$ a 1:hreQc to our national 
security." . 

But just down the haH. a group 
of envtronmentalists held a com~ 
peting news conference to release 
a letter from some 200 scientista 
urWng Presiden( Clinton to give 
the Arctic National Wildlife Ref
uge monument status and perma
nently ban ()u exploration in thfl' 
area. 

"They are advocating: sticking 
ad wells smack in the middle of the 

wildest place left in America," said 
Jamie Rappaport Clark, head of 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

'''The Arctic National Wild.life 
Refuge is a crown jewel. We need 
to proteet it." 

She said that the habitat of cari
bou, polar bears, musk ox and 
countless other species- would be 
ilTeparably damaged if oil compa·
nies were allowed to drill in the . 
area along ALaska's north coast, 

Oan Lashof, senior scientist at 
the National Resources Defense 
CQuncll. said the Uruted States 
cannot "produce its way out of Oil 
price spikes:' 

With winter approaChing, heat
jng ad prices and gasoline prices 
an at their highest point in years 
and 'US. energy policy has b«:ome 
an issue in the presidential cam·' 
paign, 

Republican candidate Texas 
Gov, George W. Bush, who once 
wOt"ked in the oil business, LS in 
favot of openwg the refuge to od 
exploration, Democratic candidate 
AI GQre opposes drilling in the 
ANWR, and instead proposes tax 
incentives to make cars, homes 
and businesses more ensl'iY etfi~ 
cient. 

Mr. Murkowski reminded the 
audience that the USS Cole was in 
the Persian Gulf "patrolling the oil 
Janes" when it was attacked In Ye
men Oct. 11, killing 17 persons, 

He alsD said that forces in the 

region are currently at "Threatcon 
Delta:' the }tighest stage of alert in 
antlcipation of another terrorist at· 
tack, all because nearly 60 percent 
of the oil consumed in the United 
States comes from foreign sources, 

He noted that the United States 
consumes about 600,000 barrels of 
Iraqi oil a day, 

"How can we be an honest 
broker in the Middle East when we 
are beholden to Saddam Hussein 
for oil," he said. 

The areaof contention is 1.5 rrul~ 
lion acres of pristine ALaska coast 
line above the Arctic CU'Cle, 

1£ Congress were to allow ex
ploratl-OR to begin tomorrow. it 
would take 10 years to come to Em
ltloO, Environmentalists say that 
there is a negligible amount of -oil 
in ANWR, but Mr_ ~Iurkowski 
claimed that drilling there could 
reduce u.s, dependence -on foreign 
sources by as much as 10 percent. 

Like many issues in this elec
tion, the polls vary. 

The Wilderness Society, which 
opposes drilling, recently pro
duced a poll shov.ing that 56 per
cent of Americans want the wild
life refuge untcuched. 

aut the ChMstian ScIence Mon
i.tor and the Chicago Tribune both 
conducted polls showmg that 
Americans, feartng higher gas 
prices, want the refuge opened for 
drilling by 54 percent and 51 ;:er
cent respectively. 
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part of Alaska i$oif·funju to 
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in !~ Arctic National Wdd
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ka's North Slope. 
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Would Arctic Oil Answer U.S. Needs? 
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tl!ere, opponents of the drilling In 
the preserve insist that ;,lriority 
must be given to another ciep!etJRg 
resoun:e-wi.ldemesa. 

K.uen Jertmu. who grew up in 
Ad.elphi b.u lived in Ala.ska :01' 21 
years. most of it at a bac~'OOds 
gu,idebased in Anchorage. tt'S.1.Une 
of won. that has brought her face tl) 
face with ~ more than once 
and that IwI given her a lot of time 
to think about what wildemm ....... 

She hat ~ alone QD. tM refuge 
pWn. twmooldng with rolling hUb 
oovered with a pa!td palette of 
~ with ~CftUf rim of 
tbt Bto<:IIts ~ mount.ai.B$ 
~ out bdlind her. There is 
no othet- ttuma.n 'Nithin 50 :r.iles. 
'"The Jandscape is just so big,~ lett~ 
mat .sai4. "lrs Just yOu and w!Mt 
you've ~t. It's an .un.azinll. 
l:tum.bfuJ( feeling. It's what it Lllust 
have feb: lib h~ of yean 
'fPC 

With :to OWly oth« parte of ~ 
A.laskaQ mast ~ for oil. di$
camy. kttmlr and other drilling 
owooenta uk. why can't thi$ one 
picte btpmtr'V!'d untwched? She 
domI,"t wmt to sh:lre LIle plaut with 
00 ~ 1 sayit',aIlor nothing." 

An<l that is the way 90Illt on the 
other _ ~ it.~. 

1lC'e itandKJice ~ tnff' 
gy and. ~ not betw~ en
ergy and he:JJthy wildlife.' sa)~ BP 
Amoco """"""'" Ronnlt Chap",1
in A.aehorage. Oil ~ have 
reduced the impa(:t of oil d.ri.Iling, 
he said. but '\fie can't build facilitiet 
that,are invWbk," 

, Q7 




THE CHJtJ5TtA."'I SCl£!'iCt MONITOR 

A resource'more valuable thim oil 

~y a.th.n.lM Dtlmttdt and the rrugratory pa!.h~ proteoct ANWR, 1.t! p~. 

01.0 CROW, CAWAD.. of the canbOu. are more for our1!el~. 

F tFTEEN tho\UolU'!d yrart 
~. deep m what Is MW 
the IIA..Idemess along the 

. Alaskan and '!\lkon bot
ders. 5Om~ru! ~ ~, vx, lan
guage, and beUe2 ur.known - sat 
and made a tool. It was fa!lh1oned 
(0 scra~ hides, to !l~h the tnner 
surface of a ,kin before f.Ul!ll.ng. 
Its recent ~ In an archae· 
ologtcal dig 1$ the oioot 1nd1e:a-
UOn of humans tn North Amer1ca. 
a toot created In a land !lUll ern-
braced by tM la.!t tee Age. 

What's remarkable IS nor ju~t 
the annqwty and tngffitUty of th1:s 
toot but It! ntaterW: The scraper 
was clupptd from the femur of a 
canbou, 

Somet1rnr In the centurIes 
separating the creation of till.! 
tool and It.!ll 2Oth·c~ntury di$Cov
ery. the descendant! of lt.$ maker 
dtvtra1fied acroM northeast 
Alaska and the 'rukon, bet:Qmtrig 
the people we now now as: 
Gwtch'ln, Today more than 7,000 
G\\1ch1n make this WIlderness 

fragUo: than their anclcnt 
grandeur wou.ld s~st 

Beneath the coastal 
plain 11e' both a blessing 
and it curK - an un
lapp«!. depostt of oU and 
natural gas. these are 
resen.'f:' mat in Ull.'l ~_ 
rroLeum-hwtgrY age. ate 
lDcreastngiy In demand, 
But drUUng for t.h1ll 011 
would disturb, n"t':n de
stray. ~ calVing !?found.! 
of the I;al'1bou, 

With threal to the wtldemesa 
comt!s threat to the people who 
make it home, DcvW>pment In 
ANWR stands to eradleate man 
than the Ja.st mIgratory herd In 
North Amenea: It also,threattns 
a way of l1fe thai. tr~da 
15,000 yean of hwnan h1:;tory. 

~troytng the ttadlttonal 
means by which the Cwtcb'ln 
people 5l.U"V1.ft it cultural gen()o 
Clde ~ caU!5ed not by dlr~ \!1(). 

len~, but by the lIiow dtsappear. 
anee of thelr prtm.ary ftsource 

their home. and aJthough.and a gradual ...,.,imi.laUon Into 
Gwtch'Ln life has changed. the 
bastc soure¢ ntll8.i.M til( same. 
The caribou, M!t'tI1 In <Ii 15,0Q(). 
year-old pIeCe <If bone, and alt 

seen today. are the b.a.m for sur
vwal tn the uncenat.n north, 

r have been llV\ng in the 
G~1ch'in vtllage of Old Crow ~ 

,a year now Jllnce graduaung from 
hlgh scl1oo1. a ynr in wlUcb talk 
of Ihe emOOu ha5 I:if'eD. om« 
ruprescnt - from the frenzy of tbe 
faIl hunt to thle ~pttngtlme ru~ 
mor~ of rctun"..il1g hetds... Tbe 
caribou that sustain the Qwtcb'!n 
in Old Crow, ;md ;l(rOll(l the 
north, belong to the PorcuPlne 
RIveT cartbou herd. a masa of 
nearly 135,000 anima!" that m1~ 
grau: from their wtnttr1Dg 
ground3 In the Eagle Pt.ains area 

ma1Mae:am SOCiety. And wh1Ic It 
III unUkely that anyone wtU 
3~,!t I.:! equally unlikely that 
the 16 GW1<;h'ln ~ 0CftIM 

the north could remain Gwteb'ln. 
in any cultural seDae. W1l.hout the 
caribou. 

All of th.I:t hM hem said ~ 
fou. The debate mu dnlling ttl 
ANWR is toNed back and forth 
across'the prutdent1al campaitp. 
trail. Drtllmg l.s denounced by 
Vkto Pratdent AI Gore. who 
stand1: to protect the n:~. and 
supported by Gov. George W. 
Buah, who belkws AlmrtCa 

should be more telf.l!'~"". 
u., energy n«ds. Gwtch'ln repreJ 
$tntatlWS tour the country, l¢b.. 
bytng for permanent pt'Otl!ttion 
o( ANWR. The 011 compan1e# 

of the central 'l\.tkQn to the M<:tte, make their case to ~ry car 
;.Jadonai. WlldUfe Refuge !ANWRI 
In Alaska. Old Crow Ud In me 
nUddkofth1.! rrugration rou~, in 
a lan~ape that 5tCIm:tO VMt as 
!O be tmpen10us to the outmde 
....,orld. 

H<n\~. the hun
dr~ -or !quare rruJes 
that make up the trad!· 
uonal GWkb'ln lands; 

ovmer In America. 
After my time, spent in 

GWlch'ln counay, t ,",iSh to pre. 
.sent a dl.fferent per3pectl~, 
Americans should protect the
ealVU\g grounds of the Porcupine 
R1vtr cartoon herd. not b«ause 

we are envtrorunentally 
~towJ or ewturnlly 
sympathetic or S1.mply 
alt:ruUtlc. We should 

Tht" 20m century 
","-as an age of cultu.rai 
homogeruzaoon; of dI_ 
verstty lo.1t to tht" over· 
whel.nung forces of 
lechnologlcal expan. 
Slon, In the 21$( cen· 
tury we are !eft to con· 
template these lOSSes 
and, aWl! are aware. to 
pr'!$en'e what ecolOgi_ 
cal and human d.!vt:r. 
Sity retrullJU. ThJ!!: In. 
\'mves the 5aCMce of 
'hort-term: per~ 

henefit!: for the long term advan. 
tages of a culturally divtrlJe 

,world. 
!n the c~ and u.ncenaJJl 

age M! now lahablt, a d!vtuuy of 
culture!! may be as: Important to 
hu.man 3urvtval as the diveTSlty of 
9pedes. I am no bellf:\'tr In a 
commg apocalyp5e, but t do W'l

der:Jtand that our sp«ies l!Iltvtng 
beyond Its ~ans, that .$OClety. as: 
mO&t Atnerlcam know It. 13 not a 
sU3tat.nable prOPOSitiOn. 

The wth:ierneM up north hert 
III not it resource to be e:<ptored 
and expklUed, or mttt:ly a halm 
fOT a hectic lifestyle. It 1.$, 111 fact 
a sust:aJ.riablt and $OWld way of 
life. We IJhould n~r let siu:n a 
unique ex1lWlCe disappear, ~n 
If ~ Wlll nm:'r live this way our· 
~Ms, or wLsh to, Great knowt~ 
edge can bt found ht«', among 
the GW'lch·ln. and great WIlIdom. 
Should we let this !lip away, for 
a few mont.bs' worth of cltcap all? 

I N nm end, It eom~ dovm to 
tM fate 0( the canbou. Pre
:tttVt! the land !hat ,WltaI!l5 

the cartbou, and the caribou wtU, 
In rum. ~ the Qwtch'tn a 
chance to tontlnue thdr culture. 
And ~ wtlI' aU hold on to a dJ
meMtQn of our own humanity. 

But to do !JO ~ rnWJt reUn
quiSb the !'tUSco~tIOn that de
spite' the dlaWlCe3 between U!I, 
we are' powerless to tntluence 
chaJ'I8C. Th13 d1!tantt U\ tum re
1Ie\'e$ ua of no responsibility. 
Just as the OWldrln W\ll oever 
meet their ancestors. mOAt Almr
leans wtlI :l\cWT, set: the ttmote 
V1llagoe of aiel Crow, a place where 
lue gr0W3 just as It did 15);)00 
yean ago, It comes wnh the re
turn of the caribou. For now. and. 
I hope, (or all tune. 

http:5l.U"V1.ft
http:f.Ul!ll.ng
http:a.th.n.lM


'II -- -) , : 

: - , I 

~'ml ~- ~:Ji"l - 1-
T1C:mS -..!y':-I 
cueK HERE ,,~ I 

Anchorage Daily News 

Friday, April 14,2000 

Budget drops ANWR 
Murkowski still pushing oil plan 

By DAVID WHITNEY 
Daily News Washington Bureau 


W.ASHINGTON - Ajoint congressional conference committee has 

erased any. mention of drilling in Alaska's Arctic National Wildlife 

Refuge from a compromise budget bill. 


But Sen. Frank Murkowski, R-Alaska. chairman of the Senate 
Energy and Natw'al Resources Committee. said he is not giving up. 

"We are not finished by any means," Murkowski said. 

He and other champions of ANWR drilling cheered last week when 
. the Ser.r::e approved a budget measure that assumed $1.2 billion 


would be raised from a lease sale in 2005. A move to strike the 

provision was killed on a 51-49 vote, seen as a test of Senate support 

for drilling. 

But the House budget bill contained no such provision. Budget 

negotiators settled on a compromise late Wednesday that deleted any 

mention of leasing in the refuge's coastal plain. J:egarded as a likely. 

place for a major oil discovery. 


House negotiators insisted on dropping the drilling provision after 
they received a letter signed by 18 Republicans. 

"The House has never affinnatively authorized drilling in the arctic 

refuge," they said. "Doing so would represent a major new policy 

path with serious fiscal and environmental ramifi~ations." 


Environmentalists hailed the action. 

"While we know that the battle is not over, the 2001 budget sends a 

clear message to muninational oil corporations and their political 

allies: Democrats, Republicans and the citizens across the country 

won't allow them to use the facade of rising oil prices and national 

security to plunder America's Serengeti," said Adam Kolton of the· 

Alaska Wilderness League. 


Murkowski said there are still ways to force the issue. He has already 
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Murkowski said there are still ways to force the issue, He has already 
introduced one ANWR development bill and plans to include a 
drilling provision in a larger energy package that will be introduced 
in coming weeks. . 

Even under the budget process. Murkowski may not be foreclosed. 
The budget bill ..vill result in directives to the various congresstonal 
committees on how much money they have to spend and raIse over 
the next five years, and Murkowski could press for refuge leasing 
rec;;eipts to cover a portion of the revenue assignment to his energy 
::ommittee. . 

q Reporter David Whitney can ~ reached at d\\o'himevtf]:adn,com. 
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'Friday, April 7, 2000 

Senate vote favors ANWR drilling 

By MICHAEL BOLD 

Daily News Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON - The U.s, Senate on Thursday refused to ban oil 

leasing in the Aretic National Wildlife Refuge, 


As debate on the $1,83 trillion budget continued, tne Senate voted 

51-49 to tabl. an amendment by Sen. William Roth, R-De!. It would 

have eliminated a budget provision that assumes the government will 
earn $1.2 billion from ANWR oil development. 

The refuge's 1.5·IT!illion~acre coastal plain is regarded as the 
country's best spot for a major oil discovery, but environmentalists 

and the Clinton administration say the area is too precious for 

wildlife and as an arctic ecosystem. 


In seeking to remove the ANWR language from the budget 
resolution, Roth said that the refuge should be protected 'tror all time 

and all generations." 


But Sen, Frank Murk.wOO, R-Alasl<a. said that allowing drilling 
"would bring some balance to this narion's energy needs. It can be 
done with little impact on the land and with great concern for the 
envirorunent." 

Banning drilling. he said, would support'the Clinton administration's 

"failed energy policy that rewards the price fixers ofOPEC and the 

militarY ambitions of Saddam Hossein.... This senator is not going 

to stand by and support iocreased dependence on Iraq." ' 


Murkowski and fellow Alaska Sen. Tad Stevens, joined by 30 other, 

mostly Republican senators, bave introduced a separate bill that 

would open the coastal plain of the refuge to drilling, Thursday's 

vote, though nonbinding, was seen as a litmus test. The vote opens 
the door for Murkowski to add his drilling measure to a broader 

budget bill this year, and that would open A.'1WR to development if 

signed by President Clinton. 


Murkowski and Steveris called the vote. great victory for Alaska. A 

defeat would have signaled the end of efforts to open the coastal 
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plain. Murkowski s.:ud. 

"Congress specifically set aside the coastal plain in 1980 for future 

development of the vast oil reserves that It contains." Stevens said. 

"Today's vote demonstrates there is support for increased domestic 

oil production.·' 


Roth spokesman Jim Courtney said the Delaware senatOr will carry 

on the fight to remove the ANWR language from the budget bill. 


Environmental groups blasted the Senate vote. 

"Drilling the refuge would be as shortsighted as damming the Grand 
Canyon for hydroelectric power or tapping Old F .ithful for 
geothermal energy." said Sierra Cluh legislative director Debbie 
Sease. She noted that last month Clinton said he would reject 
"drilling in the protected and treasured natural habitats of Alaska." 

Clinton vetoed a budget bill with an ANWR drilling rider in 1995. 

Adam Kolton. arctic campaign director at the Alaska Wilderness 
League. said the dose vote and bipartisan suppan for protecting the 
refuge signaled that "Democrats. Republicans and citizens across the 
COW'1try will never allow the decimation and destruction drilling 
would bring to the Arctic, refuge." 

The Roth amendment had been on the verge of passing until 
Republican Sens. Arlen Specter "fPennsylvania and Gordon Smith 
of Oregon switched their votes at the last minute. Specter said the 
move was necessary 'lin tight of the rising costs for home heating oil~ 
diesel fuel. gas at the pump and our long-tange national defense 
needs,' 

-But Smith said his vote was driven by the need, as a member of the, 
Budget Committee, to get a budget through Congress and that "1 
have not reconsidered my position on opening up ANWR at this 
dme." 

Earlier. senators voted'66-34 against rolling back federal gasoline 
taXes. Members of both parties said cutting the gas taX would have 
little effect on consumers but could cost billions of dollars in federal 
road money. 

Revised swruner gasoline price projections from the Energy 
Department on Thursday indicated skyrocketing fuel prices could be 
easing. The department said prices should peak this month and then 
begin dropping to an average of$1.45 a gallon for summer. 
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u.s. 
Letter from the Secretary 

DRILLING IN THE ARCTIC REFUGE 

WHAT'S IN IT FOR YOU? 

By Bruce Babbitt 
.Secret~ry of the Interior 

Three newly·powerful Republican members ofCongress trom Alaska are working furiously through the • 
dead of night to carry out a pri,iject that would be rejected by the majority of U.S, citizens if they knew . 
about it, The new Congress did not campaign on this issue~ it flies in the face of public opinion and a 
presidential veto; and yet the GOPs leaders are suddenly in a rush to carry out their top environmental 
priority in both the Senate and the House of Representatives: Hand over the public's last arctic wilderness 
refuge to exploitation by oil companies. 

The coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is the last protected fragment ofAlaska's Arctic 
coastline, comprising a pristine, unique ecosystem where htmdreds of plant and animal species live wild 
just beyond the looming sbadow of the oil and gas drilling eqwpment that sprawls. across the landscape' 
lOO miles to the 'west at Prudhoe Bay. Prudhoe Bay is, in many ways, an American success story. (t has 
pro<.,ided billions of barrels ofoil for the American economy. The Clinton Administration strongly 
supports domestic oil and gas production -in appropriate places-- and in fact hundreds of miles of 
Alaska's Arctic Ocean shore is open to funher exploration. 

,But the stn311l10-m.ile ~trip of coastline in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is different. The giant 
Prudhoe Bay industrial complex simply doesn't fit there. Studies have shcmfll that opening this last 
protected area to oil and gas development would lead to serious threats to the native wildlife. including the 
Porcupine CaIjbou Herd, and the native peoples who depend on the herd to live and maintain ulerr 
traditional lifestyle. Oil and gas development would disrupt these pristine lands by covering them with an 
industrial spider web of pipelines. utility.corridors. barracks and equipment sheds; roads and other 
facilities. Each stagc~ ofdevelopment would bring physical disturbances of the area. risks of oil spills aIld 
pollution, and Jong-term damage that would impair wildlife for decades or centuries. And. in retum for 
losing this last sanctuary ofArctic wildlife, the American people will receive...wbat? 

That's not very clear. To be sure, it's been made deliberately unclear and swathed in hyperbole. Alaska's 
congressionaJ delegation, which has been leading the charge, promises bilHons upon billions of dollars in 
unspecified benefits fot every man. woman and child in the nation. At least that's the word from tbe 
Alaska Hypeline. But the reality IS much doser to the tundra, And as the facts afe nailed dO\yll, their 
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,pr?U1ised billions begin to melt away like s.pring snow. 

RepubIicaJ? leaders oftbe Congressional budget committees have told their colleagues that drilling lD the 
Refuge wHl bring in an estimated S1.3 biUion in revenue, That, presumably. will allow any Congressman. 
when eventually fllced by angry electorate asking Wby did you sell our birthright? to brandish the King's 
X of Deficit reduction R* ( did it fot' deficit reduction. .-
Of course, SI.3 billion represents only 0.3 of 1 percent of the budget deficit But even that estimate is 
wildly exaggerated, For one thing. it assumes that oil prices win be more than $30 a barrel in the year 
2000. What are the chances of that? Right now the price ofWest Texas intermediate crude is $19 a harrel, 
with no real increase in sight. Middle East producers can be depended on to keep their price just low 
enough to make it more profitable for us to import therr oil than to develop alternative energy sources of 
our own. Their reserves are estimated at S().. I 00 years, so they're not going to be pushing the price up in 
five years, With the breakup of the Soviet Union. Azerbaijan, one of the first places we found oil in the 
world, is a hot prospect to increase production. Venezuela, too, is increasing production. 

No. it doesn't appear that prices wiU topping SJO in the foreseeable funue. In fact, the U.S, Energy 
Department's Energy Information Agency predicts oil prices wiU be only $19.13 by the year 2000, not 
$38. That brings the estimate of revenue fi'om the Arctic Refuge down to under a billion dollars. On top of' 
that. new geoIOglCJ1J analysis- shows there's probably tess oil under the Arctic Refuge than what the 
Republicans are counting on to make their numbers work. Taken together, these factors could bring the 
total,revenue down to a little Illore than balfwhat the Alaska congressional delegation is promising. 

Then there1s the question ofthe state's cut The state has already sued the federal government, saying it's 
entitled to 90 percent oftbe lease revenue; now they say they re willing to settle for only half. No doubt 
But in AJaska itself. one of the Senate sponsors ofdrilling has told the press not to worry. that once the bill 
is safely passed the state can sue and get its 90 percent share, That means 49 states and 250 million 
citizens ofAmericn receive a $70 million in deficit reduction. while AJaska deposits almost 10 times as 
much, $630 million, in its own treasmy. 

A reasonable person might question the state's need for this new oil windfaU. Alaska remains one of the 
few states without a state income tax. This year alone. it will give hack to its citizens a tota! of$536 
million - 1/3 of the total amoUnt that proponents claim will be generated by drilling in the Refuge. The 
state recently announced that for 1995 each Alaskan will teceive a stale check for $990,30 ITom the state. 
This is the highest oueRyear dividend paid from the Alaska Permanent Fund since the state began sharing 
its oil wealth with its citizens in 1982. No other state bas such a program, Frankly, not even the oil 
companies need to drill in the Refuge. Iftbey'll tum around and look west instead ofeast,. they'll fmd they 
can drill undisturbed fur l~OOO miles -aU the way to Siberia" There arc pienty of places to driU for oil 
without damaging America's Serengeti 

In addition to offering bogus financial benefits to the country, the Republican sponsors also warn that 
America might someday need oil from the Refuge to guard'against another oil embargo. But even they, 
don't really buy that. If they did. the Republicans wouldn't be eliminating energy ootlservatioo programs m 
the Department of Energy that would save mo.re oil than we could ever pump out of the Arctic Wildlife 
Refuge. 

Three things: are dear: (I) th~ Amerlcan'peoplewho own the Refuge don't stand to get much out of this 
deal; (2) the political leaders of Alaska and industrial leaders wbo financed their campaigns would reap 
the biggest, most disproportionate wwdfall in recent history; and (3) if they are prevented from working in 
the dark ofoigbt) kept from using Washington's BY4lIltine budget process to conceal their self~servlng 
manipulations - iftbey're forced to come out in the daylight and explain themselves - it just won't 
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bappen because Aulcricans won t stand for it 

No wonder they re in such a hurry. 
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Letter from the Secretary 

The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge: 

As Close as Your Own Backyard 


By Bruce Babbitt 

Secretary of the Interior 


Most Americans will never visit the Arctic NationatWildlife Refuge. But wildlife from the refuge 
probably visits yow State every year. 

The caribou, wolves and oilier animals we associate with America's largest wildlife refuge are only half the 
story of its rich diversity, More than fifty species ofbitds who make the refuge their home are welcome 
guests in our hometowns in the' Lower 48" during misra~ion and the winter season. 

It is the delicate natural balance supporting these birds and dozens of other animals which is threatened by 
parts of the oil and gas industries and the Congressmen who do their bidding. Opening We refuge to oli 
and gas development docsn'tjust affect a small spot of land above the Arctic Circle. It impacts the birds 
we see in our backyards, and the fierce pride we have as a nation that values protection of wildlife and 
natur,l beauty, 

r was lucky enough to spend tiIne in the Arelic refuge shortly after becoming Secretary of the Interior in 
1993. The tundra, a thousand shades ofemerald and jade. sparkled'in the soft light of the midnigllt sun. 
On a field of cotton flowers and saxifrage, musk oxen (:ircJed to proted-,their calves as a pack of wolves 
stalked nearby, It was late summer and the caribou had already trekked southward into the passes of the 
Brooks Range; the ttmdra was touched with the scarlet bues ofautumn. and the snow geese would soon be 
coming down from Wrangelllsiand to fatten up before the long flight southward. 

A total of 135 spedes ofbitds have been recorded on the Coastal Plain of the Ar(:t1C Refuge. Each year 
these birds use the coastal plain to nest. raise young, feed or rest for their migration to destinatlons across 
the United States and beyond. 

Snow geese will eat cotton grass on the Coastal Plain for up to. t6 hours a day. increasing their body fat by 
400 percent in only two or three weeks, They leave and fly nonstop more than 1.200 miles before resting 
again, They descend like thick white clouds on the central vaUey of Califon:.tia. Thousands of people come 
to the Sacramento National Wildlife Refuge on cool. sunny mornings to see them return from feedlllg in 
'nearby rice fields, . 
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·Ttwdra swans on tbe Refuge s: -coastal plain are part of the eastern cot1tinental population. They \vinter on 
th~ ens{ !,':oaSt of the United States. Mattamuskeet ~ational Wildlife Reserve in Nonh Carolina has more 
than 30.000 s\vans each winter and attracts lllnt'e than 50,000 visitors, 

The golden plover and the laptand [ongspws from the Arctic Refuge migrate to the nQrtheastern United 

States. The fed~tl!roated 1QQ1lS and oldsquaw go to the Midwest, the ruddy turnstone and gray checked 

thrush to the Southeast. The long~biUed dowitcher and savannah sparrow head for the South and the 

sh()rt~eared owl and golden eagle roost in the nonhem Rockies, 


The presence of these winged visitors adds a grace note to our lives. We wait their arrival, marking our 
calendars: by the sound of their flight They are part of what makes our towns and regions special, these 

. vIsitors from the north. The migration of wild creatures is an ancient constant in ow Wlcertain modernity, 

. Oil and gas companies, through their Congressional supporters. are pushing for the chance to upset these 
aUclent constants, They want to invade the JaSt small piece ofArcttc sanctuary for au oil supply that would 
satisfy only a few months ofour national demand. More than ,85 percent of the great arctii;: coastai plain is 
already opeu to oil exploration and development, but they want more, 

An impact study looked at the snow goose and found aircraft disturbance would displace the geese from 

critical feeding habitats. Disturbance impacts weren t measured for the other birds rYe mentioned bere, 

but you can be sure the massive disruption being proposed by the oil companies would have an effect. 


Should Congress vote to end the long~standing protection of the hean ofone of.ow premier refuges. it w~11 
mevitably shatter the balance of land and life into a thousand fragments. 

Development will not ouly be the death knell for the refuge. It will also cast a paD o'V'er the dozens of 

towns and areas nation wide that celebrate, like clockwork,. the yearly rerum of the arctic buds. 


Ifbig oil has its way. I wouldn~ be confident in setting my \yatc:h by the snow goose anymore. 

(£<tum t!! H2mo Pago) 

To Contact The Interior Service Center Web Team Web Team 

This docUII1ent doibbocl.html wasta" modified on Thursday, 14-Nov-9614:18:ll EST. 
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Mar<:h 8, 2000 

STATEMENT OF SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR BRUCE BABBITT ON NEW 

LEGISLATION BY SENATOR FRANK MCRKOWSKI TO PERMIT OIL 


EXPLORATION IN THE ARCTIC NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 


"I .trongly oppo.e legislation introduced in the senate today to open the Coastal Plain of. 
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to oil drilling. 

President Clinton has shown great leadership by announcing his intention to veto past 
Congressional attempts to drcwnvent the wishes of millions of Americans nationwide who' 
oppose the degradation of their national treasure. These Americans and the Clinton/Gore 
Administration have made it clear again and again: we will protect this tast undeveloped 
fragment of America's arctic coastline for the thousands of caribou. polar bears. swans, snow 
geese, musk oxen and countless other species who use it to birth and shelter their young. 

There is a time and a plaee for oil exploration in Alaska. and we have pennitted 
environmentally sensitive oil exploration tn a large area of the National Petroleum Reserve ~ 
AlaSka, an area sel aside for thet purpose. There is a big difference between the designation of a 
National Petroleum Reserve and • National Wildlife Refuge but some in Consiess consistently 
fail to recognize this fact. So today I am recommending that President Clinton oppose any 
further Republican Congressional anempts to use legislation to open the Arctic NatiOlial Wildlife 
Refuge to oil drilling," 

·DOI· 
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Anchorage Daily News -Babbitt,·lawmakers urge ban on ANWR 
oil projects 

By DA V[D \II,HTNEY 
Dally News Washington Bureau 
WASHINGTON - On theeve of the 10th anniversary of the Exxon 
Valdez od spill in Prince William Sound. InteriQr Secretary Bruce 
Babbin joined lawmakers in calling for permanent closure of the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to oil exploration and development> 

"The issue is whether we can preserve one part of Alaska's coastal 
plain as inviolate." Babbitt said at a press conference organized by 
MiMcsota Rep. Brute Vento to annoW"lce introduction ofa bill 
designating the refuge's coastal plain as wilderness. 

The refuge's I,S million acre coastal plain is the most coveted 
unexplored oil ground on Alaska's North Slope. By some estimate.. 
it may be the richest oil prospect remaining in North: America But 
entics contend development would despoiling prime habillU for 
waterfowl. caribou, pnl.,. bean and other Arctic wildlife. 

"This is one ofour crown jewels. and one we shouldn't lose." Vento 
s."L 

Introduction oflegisiation to open the refuge to drilling or to 
preserve it as wilderness has been a perennial exercise in Congress 
since 1980, when the Alaska National lnte_ lands Conservation 
Act was enacted, That law required that the area be studied for 
pnssible development, but an act ofCongress is required for 
exploration and development. 

Tha Congres.s. backed by President Reagan, clltOe dosest to enacting 
a development bill in the late 1980.. But the effe!1 collapsed with the 
Marob 24, 1989, grounding of the Exxon Valdez. The tanker was 
~ing North Slope crude. It spilled at least II million gallo~ of 
oil, IllStantly becoming the symbol of unfilled promises by the 
Alaska oil industry '" protect the environment. 

Flanlring Babbitt. Ven'" and six other Republican and Democratic 
<ongnessm<n at Tuesday', press conference were pnste", showing the 
damage in Prince Willi.,.. Sound I 0 yeatS ago and the use of <be 
Arctic refuge's coastal plain by some 160,000 caribou. . 

"The terrible impact of that (Exxon Valdez) disaster is stil! being 
relt." declated Rep, David Bonior, D-Mich. "We cannot allow that 10 
happen again. By protecting the Atctic National Wildlife Refuge, we 
"'ill be saving the I... stretch of the Alaska eoastllll< tIuu', not open 
to oil development." .' 

Alaska lawmakers said oil is now moved from the North Slope '" 
Lower 48 states much more safely. 



:\ :ipDkt:::imln ;',.;t .""j')sb R<!;:,. Don Young. :he Republican chainnan 
1)1' the House Rt!sources C omrniuee, distributed material asserting 
that only a lmall par: ot the huge refuge \I,ou!d be I!xplored'or 
developed, Sen. Fra."1k .\.Iurkowski. chairman of~he Sl!nate E:1crgy 
ar.d Nat'.lfal Resources Commir..e!!', said Alaskans are "entitled to the 
development of our resources," 

-Despite all of the fanlaIe. there is virtually no chance of Congress 
either ruming; the coast plairi"into wilderness or opening it to 
development. Since the oii spill. the two sides have been locked in a 
standoffunlikely to be ~csted again until a new president is elected. 
President Clinton has vowed to veto any development bill. and the 
~,epublican-comroUed Congress has the votes to block a wilderness 
0111, 	 ' 

, 	.. Daily News reponer David Whimey can be reached at 
cwhitneviiVadn.com 

~ : Ill!! I !i2!llI1 Uu, A!!'''mom 
Problems'? 

Copyright C> 

http:cwhitneviiVadn.com
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A Time"'l'o DriU, And A Time To Presen'e Creation 

By Bruce Babbitt 

Even before Ecclesiastes; mankind has known there is a time and a season and a place for every purpose 
under heaven: "A time to plant. and a time to pluck up what is planted; a time to break down, and a time 
to build up~ a time to rend, and a time to sew." < 

As ste~s of Godls creation. these values guide us as we keep and manage the public land. The question 
is never simply what we want from nature's bounty. hut what the ecology of the landscape can suppoit, 
what the living wild needs from us.That's why. for instance, we encourage fishing. on many wildlife 
refuges. forests, and national parks, wby we prohibit it on other~. and why we restrict it to 
"caich~and~release only" on still others. 

Such values ate manit"st in our approach to oil drilling in Alaska. Blanket pelicy shouldn't be made from 
behind a desk in Washington or from a board room on Wall Street. Before making a tough, perhaps 
irreversible. call. decision makers need to get out on the landscape, talk to the local people who would 
most be affected, and visit the complex waterSheds whose ecologies are at stake, 

As Secretary of the Interior, I have tried to do just that. In 1993 rvisited the Nerie Wildlife Refuge, which 
runs east from Prudhoe Bay clear to the Canadian border. This past July I spent a week traveling west 
from Prudhoe Bay along the Arctic shore toward the Bering Sea and Siberia. It is this region where 
Congress has authorized oil exploration as part of a legislative compromise ~a[ established the Arctic 
Wiidlife Refuge. 

What l saw is a complex, harsh environment. yet one in which the natural and human forces have evolved 
in a fragile balance v.i.th one another. I spent a day with a Nuiksat family, the Ittas. at their swnmer 
subsistence camp on the Migu3.kiak River near the arctic coast, as they butchered and stored three caribou 
and took me out on the frigid waters to haul in n~ts Qfwhhefish. Working long hours through the short 
summer, they must store up enough food to sustairi them through the dark winter months when the caribou 
have gone over the m()untains to inland areas. I left understanding their concern about development that 
could disrupt their livelihood. And I assure(! them that this Administration will proteer their way of life. 

Despite these complexities. the Alaska Congressionai delegation has a Simplistic vision of the Arctic 
slope: The more drilling the better; anywhere and everywhere. eVen in the Aretic Wildlife Refuge. To that 
end. one member. Congressman Don Young, chair of the House Natuiai Resources Committee, has 
-declared his intention to throw open that refuge and renrune it the "Arctic Oil Reserve." 

The Clinton Administration strongly disagrees. The Arctic Wildlife Refuge •• the last protected fragment 
of the great coastal plain where North .America slopes dOlA<ll to the polar ocean ·~shou1d be preserved 
inviolate for generations to come,. . 
V/hen rvisited the Refuge it was late summer, The tundra. it thoUsand shades of emerald and jade. 
sparkled in the soft light of the midnight sun. On a field of cotton flowers and saxifrage. musk oxen - \ 

I of:! 



circled to protect tht:ir calves as a pack of wolves stalked nearby; upstream we saw a gT1zzling moving 
d'.rough the ',.villows. The tundra was already touched V.1th the scarlet hues of autumn. ::md the snow geese 
were winging doV\<'n from Wrangell Island to fatten up before the long flight southward. 

One night at Petert-Lake. I read the words of Barry Lopez: "Twilight lingers ~':" the ice floes, the caribou. 
the musk Oxen. ad drift .- tfie"stillp.ess, the pure light .- you can fed the silence sU'etc;\llng all the way to 
Asia," ' 

There is no room for drilling here. That would be like offering Yellowstone National Parkfor geotheml.l 
drilling, or calling for bids to COnstruct hydropower dams in the Grand Canyon. There is simply no time or 
place or season for oil and gas development within its borders. now or ever. 

Well then, what about the Petroleum Reserve west of Prudhoe Bay where Congress has authorized oil 
exploration? Last year, Governor Knowles requested the interior Department to consider an exploration 
and teasing program. in response to ~e Oovemor1s request, the Bureau of land Management is preparing 
an Environmental Impact Statement (EtS) that will provide the basis for a response to the Governor's' 
request before the end of 1998. 

There are several im ?ortant issues already emerging from the EIS process. Perhaps most important is 
protecting the subsistence lifestyle of the Eskimo groups whose very culture and existence is tied to the 
migrating caribou herds, the waterfowl habitat, and the fisbery resources of the rivers that cnss-.<:ross the 
tundra plains. Will roads and pipelines and the wave of development that follows oil doom this culture t9 
disappear just as the buffalo culture of the Great Plains vanished in the last century? We cannot allow that 
to happen. 

Yet there are two sides to the Alaska resource equation .. In July I visited the new oil fields under 
development on the margins of Prudhoe Bay. There the companies showed me tiny drilling pads built by 
helicopter and by using temporary Ylinter "ice roads" Uun vanish with the spring thaw. Using new 
technologies the oil pipeline that accesses ill. Alpine discovery will cross beneath the Colville River, 
preserving that important wildlife corridor from any surface disruption. It is a very different scene from 
the old deveJapmen", at Prudhoe. W1tile it is definitely not for a wildlife refugee, it may be compatible 
with the subsistence and wildlife values of at least some areas of the Petroleum Reserve lands. 

In sum it may well be that with proper safeguards and the most advanced technology we can meet what 1 
believe was the desire of Congress that we stay out of the Arctic Wildlife Refugee forever and instead 
look weSt from Prudhoe Bay. As we prepare the environmental impact statement~ we will be seeking ways 
to'reconcile oil exploration and development with environmental protection of th~ coastal plain. its 
'Wildlife, and its native cultures. 

20-1'2 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Stephanie Hanna (0) 2021208-6416 
Oetober 7, 1998 

BABBITT :)IGNS DECISION FOR ALASKA PETROLEU~f RESERVE THAT BALANCES 

PROTECTION FOR WILDLIFE HABITAT WITH OIL A.'1D GAS DEVELOPMENT 


Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt announced today that he has signed the Rewrd of 
Decision (ROD) for the 4.6 million acre Northeast National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska fNPR-A) 
Final Integrated Activity Plan/Environmental Impact Statement. The ROD adopts the Bureau of 
Land Management's preferred alternative: for management of the 4.6 million acre area. 

The decision, based on extensive scientific evaluation afthe area. makes available to oil 

and gas leasing approximately 87 percent of the northeast quadrant ofNPR-A. Approximately 

580.000 acres 'Will not be made avaUab}e for oil and gas leasing. This area encompasses nearly 
all afthe key goose molting h"abltat and critical caribou habitat. In addition, 900,000 acres is 
made available for oil and gas leasing, but prohibits all surface activity, or allows only 
exploratory drilting and essential road and/Qr pipeline crossings. Special stipulations protect 
subsistence and provide protection for the resource values fOWld in the planning area, 

"This is. balanced plan that carefully weighs the impacts on a fragile Arctic landscape 
and its abundant wildlife with the long-tem! economic future of Alaskans," Babbitt said. ,.A 

_great deal of hard work went into the planning process and I believe with this decision the 
Department has compHed with the law and the intent of Congress when it authorized leasing in 
the National Petroleum Reserve in 198 l," 

"I have instructed the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to begin the next step in the 

process," he continued. "The BLM will develop a schedule to implement the complex 

components of the ~ecision. including a S(:hedule fur conducting an oil and gas lease sale.

o

, 


The decision will direct the BLM to exclude from oil and gas leasing nearly all of the area 
of shallow lab" north and east ofTeshekpuk Lake. This area is heavily used by geese during 
molting season. It also includes important calving and insect.rellet areas for caribou. Similarly. 
the decision prohibits permanent oil and gas surface occupancy on T eshekpuk Lake and other 
locations important for fish and subsistence use. Altogether nearly one~third of the study area 
will bar sUff.ce development ofoil and gas. 

[fyou would like to order a copy of the decision. you may request one from the BLM 

Alaska State Office at (907)271-5960. 
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Babbitt' Presents Plan To Allow 

Oil Drilling in Alaska ReserVe. 
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~·J2~.nartment oCtlte hll~riOl 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

FOR 1Ml\1EDlA'TE RELMSE Stephanie Hanna (0) 2021208-6416 

August 4. 1998 

SECRETARY BABBITT TO AIDlOUNCE FINAL DECISION ON DEVELOPMENT 

. OF NATIONAL PETROLEUM RESERVE IN ALASKA 

Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt will brief media on Thursday. August 6, at 1:00 p.rn, EDT on the 
fmal decision for exploration and development ofoil and gas resources in the northeast quadrant of the 23, 
million acre National Petrolewn Reserve-AJaska (NPR~A). 

The decision will be in the form .ofa "preferred altemative ll selected through a comprehensive 
Environmental hnpact Statement process involving several Interior agencies under the direction of the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The inter~agency group, with representatives from the State of 
AJaska and the North Slope Borough. spent 18 months conducting and reviewing scientific evaluations 
and outreach to stakeholders. The area studied encompasses approximately 4.6 million acres. including: 
envi!onmentaUy sensitive wildlife habitat around the Colville River· and Teshekpuk Lake. 

"The study process was able to point us toward a balance. based on good science and broad consultation, 
for this part oftbe NPR-A/ Secretary Babbitt said. "Whenever a balance is struck. there are going to be 
those who will be displeased. However. in this case, I believe we have found a good foundation that 
protects important and sensitive environmental resources and subsistence hunting and fishing rights while 
recognizing the intent of Congress in designating this area a Petroleum Reserve,1I 

The SecretarY will briefmedi. in Room 7000 of the Main Interior Building,l849 C Street. NW. 
Wnshington:DC, A telepbonic connection to the press .conference for Alaska media only can be arranged 
by special request For the "listen only!! connection number. please contact Stephanie Hanna at 
2021208·6416 or Anne Jeffery at 9071271·4418 after noon on W~dne,day, August S. 

.' ,,, 
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An optlonal technical bnefing will be held i.rnnlediately foUowing Secretary Babbitt!s announcement, 'nle 
technical briefmg., to be conducted by Tom Allen, Alaska !italc director for BLM.-DOl
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Stephanie Hanna (0) 2021208·6416 

-
FOR lMMEDIATE RELEASE~May 17, 1998 

STATEMEl'fr ,BY SECRETARY BABBITT ON USGS ASSESS!I1EJI<' OF 

OIL RES~RVESUNDER ARCTIC NATIONAL WILDUFE REFUGE 

The res9u£ce u.pdate compiled by the U,S. Geological Survey s.hould provide a cold shower of reality for 
those who continue to seek a justification for oil drilling within the Arctic National WHdlife Refuge. This 
assessment makes. the probability that other Prudhoe Bays exist under the coastal plain· the biological 
heart of the Refug¢ • vanishingly small, 

The USGS data assessment indicates mat any oil under the Arctic Refuge coastal plain is more likely beld 
in a multitude of small reservoirs, The implication is cleat: to recover this oil would require the kind of 
infrastructure that would forever and drasticaUy alter the landscape of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, 
now dedicated to the conservation ofAlaska's magnificent wildlife and wilderness resOtuces. 

The Administration's commitment to protect and preserve the ArCtic National Wildlife Refuge has not and 
will not change. At the present time, the Department of the Interior is cooperating with the State of Alaska 
and other stakeholders on an environmental impact statement looking at a portion of the National 
Petroleum Reserve Alaska to explore whether oil and gas leasing could be compatible with the subsistence 
needs ofAlaska Natives and the needs ofwildlife, But let me be very cleat. There are places on the Arctic 
Coastal Plain that should be forever set aside to sustain and protect the abundance of wildlife. The coastal 
plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge must remain tba,t place. 

y I)U can g(!t to tbe Deparwent of the lnterior from htre 

\'!)u enD also \tiew the ind~:t of ,ftU rltleallcs 

U.S. Department of the Interior, Was~gtont DC. USA 

313010011:03 AM1 aft 
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Fer ~~~=d:ace ~elease Con:a::::t: Mary Helen ThoIT'.osc:-: 
J~"e 19, 1997 (202) 208·6416" 

STATEMENT OF SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 
ON SUPREME COURT'S DReIS ION IN 

UNITED STATES II. ALAS KA 

I 0.:1\ pleased by the supreme Court's decision today in United 
States v, Alaska. The Court's decisior. reflects the purpose of 
crea:~n3 the ArCtic National wildlife Ref~ge to include the 
l.aaOO:H3 a::d o':;.her tidally- influenced waters, which are 
ir:.ex:::ricably linked to the refuge's delicate ecosystem. The 
importance of the coastal waterg will he underscored i~ the 
comi::g woeeks as the porcupine caribou heard migrates to the 
lagcor.s to escape the swarm of summer insects. Under :his 
decis:o::, the integrity of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
has bee~ preserved for :his and future generations. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Stephanie Hanna (0) 2021208-6416 
May IS, 1997 Dan Sakura (0) 202/208-4678 

INTERIOR SECRETARY TO SIGN WILDLIFE PROTECTION 

AGREEMENT FOR LAND ACQUISmON IN ALASKA TlIRU EXXON FUNDS 


Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt will sign an agreement on Monday. May 19, that 
will allocate $15.2 million from the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Settlement fund to acquire prime 
coastal lands and fjords for Kenai Fjords National Park and the Alaska Maritime National Wildlife 
Refuge. 

About 32,000 acres will be purchased through this agreement with English Bay 
Corporation, a Native Alaskan corporation. These lands will protect fish and wildlife species that 
were directly affected by oil after the spill, including marbled murrelet, pink salmon and sea otters. 

"This is an extraordinary agreement that protects valuable habitat for Kenai Fjords 
National Park as well as archaeological and cultural sites important to Alaska Natives who were 
directly affected by the oil spill:'Secretary Babbitt said. "At the same time, English Bay 
Corporation will be able to use these funds to create a brighter future for EBC shareholders and . 
the residents of the Village ofNanwalek and without harming these spectacular and valuable 
lands." 

.The agreement with English Bay Corporation will be signed at II :00 a.m. in the Office of 
. the Secretary of the Interior, on the Sixth Floor (6100 corridor, above C Street Entrance) of the 

Main Interior Building, 1849 C Street NW, Washington. DC. . 

Media is welcome to attend Monday's signing. Representatives from the Erxon Valdez 
Trustee Council and others will be available to provide an advance briefing in 6100 corridor 
conference room for media at 10:30 a.m. about the English Bay acquisition and other Exxon 
Valdez Settlement Fund restoration activities. 
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OFFICE OF THE Sr.ou:TARY 

FOR l!>IMEDIAIE RELEASE Stephanie Hanna (0) 2021208·6416 
May 13, 1997 Dan Sakura (0) 202/208·4678 

SECRETAII.Y BABBITT SIGNS AGREEMENT TO PROMOTE ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT FOR ALASKA NATIVES AND TO PROTECT THE KENAI RIVER 


Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt today announced the successpll implementltion'ofbipartisan, 
legislation to benefit the Kenai Natives Association, Inc .• an Alaska Native urban corporation. 
and to protect the Kenai River through the use of settlement funds from the Exxon Va/de: oil 
spill. 

Upon signing an agreement with the Kenai Natives AssociatIon (KNA) to implement the 
legislation, Secretary Babbitt said, "This .greement will both protect fish and wildlife habit.t on . 
the Kenai River and provide Alaska Natives with significant new opportunities for economic 
development on the Kenai Peninsula.H 

"This is a great day for Alaska Natives, wildlife, the Kenai River and the Bureau ofLand 
Management. J'commend Chairman Don Young and Congressman George MiUer for their 
successful work to pass this important bipartisan legis1atio~" he continued, 

As part of the Omnibus Parks and Public Land, Management Act of 1996, Congress passed the. 
'Kenai Natives Association Equity Act Amendments of 1996,' which authorized the KNA land 
exchange. KNA is an Alaska Native urban corporatio. based in Kenai, Alaska, established in 
aC<erda.ce with the Alaska Natives Claim Settlement Act of 1971. 

I. addition to resolving a long-standing land management issue involving the Kenai National 
Wildlife Refuge. thelegisladon authorizes the creation of the Lake T od.tonlen Special 
Management Area to protect fish and wildlife habitat and subsistence activities on lands 
administered by the Bureau ofLand Management CsLM). In accordance with the legislation, 
Secretary Babbitt today directed the BLM to begin·planning.to establish the 37,000 acre Special 
Management Area, immediately adjacent to the Kanuti National Wildlife Refuge, in the interior of . 
Alaska, .orthwest offairbankJ. 

In 1980, Congress established the 1.4 million acre Kanun Refuge to conserve fish and wildlife 
populations and to provide habitat for white-fronted g.ese, other waterfowl, migratory birds, 
moose, caribou and other species. 

(mort) 
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According to Diana Zim!, President ofI(]\.l.-\, "the legislation mll allew K.."tA greater flexibIlity to 
use our lands and will provlde additional lands, induding the Fish and Wildlife Service 
headquaners sITe in old-t6MtTl Kenai, imponant subsurfa;;e interests, and the necessary funding to 
promote the economic development of Ki'lA's resources, while still respecting and preserving our 
heritage," 

The agreement was reached in full partnership 'With the State of Alaska, ..vith the support of 
Governor Tony Knowles. "Protecting the Kenai River is imponMt to all Alaskans," Knowles 
said, "This is one ofa series ofgains to protect the Kenai River. A partnership of federal, state 
and local governments. along with the Kenai Natives Association, Sport fishing groups, 
corrunerdal fishing groups, businesses ana private landowners has come together and. by putting 
the river nrst, we ali benefit" 

The agreement marks the conclusion of almost twenty years of discussions and negotiations 
between KNA and the U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), the federal agency responsible for 
managing the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge. President Franklin D. Roosevelt set aside 1.7 
million acres of land on the Kenai Peninsula to establish the Kenaj National Moose Range in 194 l, 
In 1980, Congress expanded the Moose Range to nearly 2 million acres and renamed it the Kenai 
National Wildlife Refuge. 

In Alaska. the BLM manages 89 million acres of federal public land, including the \\"hite 
Mountains National Recreation Area and the Steese National Conservation Area. as well as 952 
river miles protec~ed under the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. 

Congress passed bi-partisan legislation in 1992 directing Secretary of the Interior to enter into 
expedited negotiations with KNA to reach an agreement to provide fot the exchange or . 
acquisition oflands. Negotiations conducted in accordance with the 1992 Jegislatio'n led to the 
agreement that was codified in .the 1996 legislation. 

'Under tile terms of the !996 legislation: 

o 	 The U.S. Fish and Wddlife Service would acquire 3.254 acres ofland on the Kenai River 
and the Moose River, for inclusion in til. Kenai National Wildlife Refuge, for $4A million, 
As part ofth. EVOS small paroel habitat protection process, the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 
Trust.. Council bas agreed to provide $4,0 million from the civil settlement fund, The 
three federal trustee agencies ·provided the balance offunding from the federal restitution 
fund, 

o 	 The land acquisition package includes. the Stephanka Tract, an 803 acre tract which was 
ranked among the highest value small parcels for the benefit ofspecies injured by the 1989 
Exxon Valdez Oil SpilL To protect the important archeological and cultural values of the 
Stepha~a Tract. the legislation directs the Interior Department to nominate the tract to 
the National Registe( ofHistoric P!a<;es. . 

·2· 



o 	 To provide K..:.'l'A v.rith additional opportunities for economic development, Congress 
authorized the federal government to convey to K.'l'A a five acre refuge headquarters site 
from the FWS i'n--old town Kenai as well as important subsurface rights. with the exception 
of ccaf, oil imd gas rights, beneath KNA's retained lands. The legislation also authorizes 
the Secretary of the Interior to amend the Kenai Refuge boundary to exclude privately~ 
owned KNA lands from the Refuge and to lift development restrictions, which were 
imposed by the Naska Natives Claims Settlement Act. from KNA's lands. K.."lA will 
retain a significant land base of approximately 2Q,000 acres fOUO\\1ng the implementation 
of the agreement 

o 	 To compensate for the removaJ of restrictions on the private land currently in- the refuge, 
Secretary Babbitt today dire<ted the BLM to begin the initial planning for the new Lake 
Todat'onten Special Management area and to establish an eleven-member committee. The 
committee will include individuals from the villages of Alatna, Allakaket, Hughes and 
Tanana, as well as representatives from the Doyon Corporation, the Tanana Chiefs 
Conference and the State of Naska. 
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STATEMENT OF SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR BRUCE BABBITT ON 
INTRODt:CTlON OF LEGISLA TlON TO NAME BROOKS RANGE WILDER'lESS 

IN ARCTIC REFUGE AFTER MOLLIE BEATIlE 

"lam deeply grateful to Congressman Don Young for hi. leadership in introducing 
legislation in the House of Representatives to name one of the most awe-inspiring wilderness 
areas in the tinited States after Mollie Beattie. . 

'.'This wilderness span. the heights of the majestic Brooks Range, towering over the 
seasonal pageant of migrating wildlife along the Arctic coastal plain in the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge. I think it most appropriately symbolizes Mollie's spirit: wilder, more powerful and more 
free from the influence ofman than anywhere el•• in America. A1asks is. place that enchanted 
Mollie in her duties as Director of the Fish If< Wildlife Service, SlId it is a place where she longed 
to return, 

"As Congressman young and Alaska Senators Murkowski SlId Stevens know, Alaska 
is perhaps the most .pectacular and beautiful place on earth. I appreciate their willingne.. to 
s!tare this pl.ce forever with Mollie', spirit, and it i. my fervent hope that thi~ legislation passes 
on a fast track and that President Clinton can sign.it into law immediately." 

-DOI-

Note: Mollie H. Beattie served as Director of 'he U. S. fish &. Wildlife Service from September 
10.1993, until Secretary Babbitt reluctantly accepted her decision to leave the Department ofth. 
In,erior on June 5. She.had previously returned to ,lie Service aft.r medical leave following tWO 
serious operations for brain cancer in 1995, She was the first woman Director of the Fish & 
Wildlife Service, and fought for pro.ection ofendangered species and strengthening the. 
stewardship of the National Wildlife Refuge System. She and her husband, Rick Schwolsky, ate 
res~dents of Vermont 
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LANDMARK CONSERVATION ACT MARKS 15th ANNNERSARY DECEMBER 2 

Slatement by Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt 

Alaska--its lands and its people-are cherished by all Americans, those who 
have been fortunate enough to visit and countless millions who dearly want to, to whom 
it would be the vacation of a lifetime. 

Record numbers of visitors came to Alaska's national parks, wildlife refuges and 
public lands this year, boosting not only the state's economy but giving hundreds of . 
thousands of people a greater appreCiation of the American land conservation ethic. 
This week, all Americans should join Alaskans in celebrating a very special 
anniversary 

The vast majority of the Alaska units managed by the Department of the Interior 
were established 15 years ago, on December 2, 1980, as part of the Alaska National 
Interest Lands Conservation Act, which former President Jimmy Carter has called "one 
of my proudest accomplishments as President: The act established 10 new National 
Park Service units, nine wildlife refuges managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and large conservation and recreation units under the Bureau of Land Management. 

These units wele established primarily as places where we preserved our 
common heritage both to show our grandchildren and to sustain the ecosystems on 
which we ultimately depend. 

These lands are pert of the great mosaic of Alaska, the only state big enough 10 . 
provide not only for a range of development activities within federal, state, Native and. 
private lands, but also to protect unimpaired public values and resources found 
nowhere else, 

This legislation was controversial in Alaska when it became law, but 15 years 
later it is evident that the law works -these nationally important lands are providing a 
new economic base'for Alaskans and at the same time preserving some of finest 
country in America. 

Visitation to the increasingly well-l<nown National Park Service areas has 
skyrocketed since 1980. The final numbers are not In for 1995, but parks expect to see 



more than 1.6 million recreational visits in Alaska, triple Ihe number in 1981. Denali 
continues to be the most visited area, with aboul490,OOO visils, followed by Klondike 
Gold Rush (400,000), Glacier Bay (250,000) and Kenai Fjords (ZI0,000). 

-The 16 nalional wildlife refuges in Alaska attract some three-quarters of a million 
visitors annually, while areas managed by the Bureau of Land Management are used 
by about 300,000 recrealional viSitors each year. For instance, since 1980, the 
one-million acre White Mountains National Recreation Area northeast of Fairbanks has 
been transformed into a popular winter playground, The BlM has built nine public 
recreation cabins and connected them with a ZOO-mile long system of winter trails 
popular with snowmachiners, dog mushers and skiers, 

Interior agencies, inan ANILCA-arranged association with state agencies, have 
built the Alaska Public Lands Information Centers in Anchorage, Fairbanks and Tok 
into effiCient, one-stop centers used ,by more than 200,000 people each year, 

Tourism'numbers also have translated into sustainable business opportunities 
for manyAlaskans, More than 400 businesses are licensed to operate on refuges, 
parks and other public lands, The companies range from sole proprietor hunting and 
fishing guides to multi-national cruiseship operators, and employ thousands of people 
in full·time and seasonal jobs, 

Conservation units in Alaska -especially in the north and west -protect major 
breeding grounds for vast populations of ducks, geese and other waterfowl, Hundreds 
of thousands of caribou breed on and migrate across public lands in northern, Interior 
and southwest Alaska, Lands set aside in 1980 also host thriving populations of grizzly 
bears, bald eagles, wolves and peregrine falcons -species whose populations have 
been seriously reduced in the Lower 48, 

In addition to world-elass $port fishing opportunities on public lands, Alaska's $Z 
billion commercial fishing industry also relies on federal lands, as much of the salmon 
harvest off the state's shores begins its life in the protected waters of national parks, 
wildlife refuges and other public lands, 

The i 980 Act also embraced the fact that people are very much a part of the 
Alaska landscape: Subsistence hunting and fishing is prospering and a crucial 
component of rural ecooomies, giving rural Alaskans the opportunity to continue 
providing game and fish to their families and to perpetuate significant cultural and 
spiritual traditions, The artifacts of people, from the eartiest North Americans to the 
turn-ot-the-century gold seekers, are also protected across Alaska, 

According to former President Carter, ANILCA and other major Alaska lagislation 
"not only protected America's heritage, but also provided special consideration for, 
exlractive resource development, concessions for commendal use of vast areas of the 
North Slope, and left available for developm,ent 95 percent of Alaska's most promising 



" .. 

oil-bearing fields. 

'Thanks to this hard-won, balanced approach," said Mr. Carter, "these histonc 
pieces of legislation received broad, bi-partisan support." -

In the 15 years since the passage of ANILCA, the American people have come 
to agree that the law has been wall-implemented and the important, long-term values of 
the land have been protected. 
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