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B [.\NDS LECACY GAINS GROUND

he Clmon-Gere vears

sprang o (e with a Juery of

insugasal bally, 13 in ai,

ang ROBE wal 2 more hage-

Ful cecasion for jiberals dian

the Braever Environmencai
Ball. There. in the Sequois Resaaurant, Bili
and Hillary Clinton mingled with some
L9600 commuued Creeny.

"Carbon ¢rmsuons is going (o besoms an
aasee again.” Lester B Brown of Warkbwiich
Instisute predicied confidently, Newly
wartein Vite Presideas Al Gore, Eapth's
st prominent fRoc of carbon emissions,
secanded that sentiment. sdding, [ need
sour help when the choce comes between
the hard right decision znd the easy wrong
decistan for Sur countv.” The raprure was
erpecially seert foc those whase passion
pratecting the wilderness and conserving
pubdie landys in the vast Amarican Wese

Was che environmenstabists’ faith in Clize
wh angd Gore well-founded? On the issue of
wivhal warming, not much hay happened
that environmenalists praise, but on the
mare cmouonal and. for milions of Asnvers
cans, mare immediate inoe of Western
- tands, Presdent Clinton is working fever
sy to prowect traca of federal lands s
sast dat his effores will ot bim in the pas-

theon of the most ambidow conservition.
minded Presidentsmes Hst that includes
Theodae Roosovelt and Emmy Garter,

On Fet. 17, 199%=Iless than 3 month
Her his inavgunation=-Clinwn unveiled a
hudget that proposed raising $I billion
oeer five vear from rovalties made on Wen-
aen land use. The grazing fee on federal
jands. thza $1.85 per month per cow,
wouid be wipled, The rovalty on minersls
sueh as goid and siver wouls go freav soth
ing w123 percenr, the fgure for offshore
‘il As for logging on federal land, the U.S,
Forest Service anmounced thas it would no
tonger subsidize logging operations that
cost the gosernment more in road-huiiding
than it reaped in fmber rovalliesmemean:

ing sorme 38 peroent of logging " see us s
the deparunent of the eovironment.” ntes
rir Secretary Bruce Babbin explamed in a
speech in his hosve staw of Arizona,
Chinton urged Congress not i piek his
seanomic proposal apare. But then, foliow-
ing ihe lead of Democratz Senaton from
the West who were quided by Montana's

Max Baucus, the White House backed off

the whole package,

Thaz was die wake-up caill o the envron.
mental communizy, " don't think {'se ever
1een a white Rag get put up e fee” said
Michael Francis. the divector of the Wikders
sty Saciety's forest program. A fow davs
jater. £linton and Leore sought a middie
ground on the spoaed-owl isue, Thew
solution—Gare way the driving force
behind irgave the logging rompanies
som# Gmber rights while preserving wme,
of Qregon’s sidgrowth forest,

Stll reehing from the graxing and mining
capuulation. envizonmental lezders were
suspicious, In hindsight, they old oac
snother, we should bave paid more saen.
gon bak in December, before the Admin-
istration wok office, when Gaore vowed ‘1o
block the opening of 3 poliuting, 3160 mik-
ion harardouswase incineraor in Chio—
but was overruled by Clinten, Or they
should have fHszned to the grousing of
same of their young waffers who wondered
why they had (o pay $125 a ticket 0 an
maugural Tenviranmenad” ball, sponsered

by such outfiu as the American Mining

and Waste Management,

"We heard that one loud and clear,”
Robers Dewey, the Defenders of Wildlife's
vice president for government relagons. savs
of the graging and mining revcat. The owi
roamental community decided ivwould
have th cajole and bolster this new Admine
1ation--of ¢lse be content with happy

| memaries of the Environmaniad Ball,

These davs, envirenmernstists tend o
think of Clinton’s first two reary—ihe only
time hie fad 3 Democraue maiomy mw Con-
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SFse— s b woeted sears hen et e
that sedqiured congresvonal actions tuled
Bevarse the White Honse Condin’e musier
e sapear . Thesy bad woud witenuens,
Bl daddest hy righear,” save Pamed | Wens,
the poehimeal direcior fur the Siarrn Clih,
iy the sneradl sght veare ghnogh, what
thes e minaded su 4o o rather
presating, Aot 1f s put 1 indo 4
srofilie s sy enmeite—thios e
hares deahing with a hostle Cons
WEmsh-men 14t the s # mandged o
sucempdishi s 4 susring achicve-
el

That Bosulinn ealv increased
aftey the 1994 GOP wkeaver of
Congress. Bue then came phase
o of Chatod's reeard on Wt
ern lands,

Instead of pushing for new ink
uatives. the Clinton White House
began ghaing defense. gpnmanly
SEnnst (ineloome riders Attached
@ appropriation: biils, Here, too,
it ook Clinton 3 while 4o iearm the
game. In the summer of 1995, he
wgned an appropraiona bilf thae
conitined a rider inserted by Sen,
Stade Gaton, B-Wash. The rider
was ddserised as allowing loggers
(0 saivage et diready datnaged by
fiee or bug ©--sapony. In relity, the mes
e respancy okigrowts aress o aggrey
g loghing. men of bealthy rees, in racts
that the administragon self had wy ascde
for prowection. Clinton kivtw what the men
sert would iead . bt apparendy hoped it
woild felp him potitically in econorically
depressed towns. Instesd, Eberals i pro-
Chimon aress were incensed. When he visie-
ed Searde. Chnios was Mt by moce thas a
thausand prowsers infuriated over the
clear-cutng of | mithon acrex of public
fands.

f was 2 mistzke Clinton neyer made
sgmn. {n 19595, he shut dows the govern.
ment rather thas acceps 3 spending bhill
that would have opened up the Arctic
Nationg Wikdlife Refuge 1o o drilling.
“He found his wride spposing some of
these enviranmental dden,” Dewey savs.

As he did 10, it became evident (o White
© House gollsicry and operatives that Clin-
1:m'y defense of the snavironment was 2
winper politicady. in his 1966 campaign,

lintoa made it 3 signanes Lckc. Bonging
. out of mothballs 2 1906 law called the
Antguites Act, the Prendent swood og the

spectacular South Rim of the Grand:

Canvon sad. with @ suoke of 2 pen, desig-
vated some 1.7 mifion scres of Uwh land
4 sational monwment.

The Uwah fand, naw wnows a4 the
Grand Jawose-Exeatuote Nanonad Mo
ment. i» Dome o Smerican Indian art
caved nd camvon wath, oW dueilings.
and other 2intacts. Buzthe regd DriZ¢. 3Tyt
gy ponied out wonld be the eiegtaral
SRS T ARzond.

LOGROCLING: The Hugrwainrs Soest
o Ealifarmd o4 now 0 SuBRG RARCL I

SHHUIES Der IOQEING SOTENLE

I shis was Clinton's srategy, it succeeds
ed. In 1982, Clintan and Gors—both
Southernerymbroke the Rapublicans’ so-
calted Elecroral College lock by carrying
the Wesern states of California. Oregon,
and Washington and by uealing Colorado.
Moraana. Nevada and e belbwether sate
of New Mexico az wetl, In 1996, they neld
the West Coast bag josi Colorado and Mon-
@k, in part over mining aod grazing. They
offsey thas jow be adding Arizona w their
side. Sumething ¢lse happened that day &
e Gragd Canyon. adtording o well
placed sourves in the envroamenal com
muniy: Clinton loved e {eeling of wuing
aside that land, and reiished dhe fage that
he didn't need to wlk to any Republicam
or members of Congress 1o do it

“He was using bis own wols of authoricy

instesd of working through the frusersiing
congrenions process.” avs Rindy L'Brien,
ihe vice widpcm for policy 3t the Wikder-
nest Society. ‘It zeally geared him w v
leis Segacy prosvers.”

Thia x’ag:dzﬁmd phuase theee: logisias
ing essentially by executive arder. Clintoa
has used the Antiquities Act o ser aside
320000 acres of sensitve fand in Sequdda
Natignal Forese in Uabfornia, Last week,
Rabbit sene Clinton informadon on four
mare sises, in Arlzona. Lolorado, Dragon,

L1838 saTiew L ;éﬁns VL #nosase
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i i“&}?‘xiﬂi{i{%f?‘ Ef‘fﬂlil{}g SERITIE P ere Frialh
atres, I Clinton £0s3 shead with e
PreswenInen—and 1o ity Sy Re it
he wiil Fnve used e 1as 46 <oz avde et
mion acres of Western land ar By wies,
inciuding 1 t miilionacre SEDUIIY Y G
Ceand £3mvon Xational Park selt,

Ondver CHILGH st praved b
presenationsis include:

* His wapport aag 1903 wansg o
the Califarmg Devery Bill, aiel lewgs
matedd about suanird of Tabitorsn
28 million-avee Mojave Deawerr an
wildernesy,

¢ X fand wwap a0 (998 that preciud.
#d 3 Capadian tminiag conglomerie
from epeming & controseraal yold
ming upstream irom Yellowstoneg -
Nationad Park.

» The reinuoducdon of wolies uno
Yelinwstons in 1994, )

* i3 support foe the Land and
Water Consesauan Fund, which Chn.
ton cally his Lands Legaov, [t desige
aawes 3504 muilien 3 vear from oif
shore ail rosaties for ennronmenzad
cieanup and sraiecuon, '

* An gngoiny feview by the Forew
Service 10 wee which nanonal forssc
areas can pe designited roadgiess. A
draft recendy secommended banning
toad consiruction 5o some 43 million
wres carrendy without roads. The 16 mil
Log-acre Tongass National Forest in Alasha
was not included, however, Care wid wo
wieky fater that he wangs the Tongass
ingiuded. along with a han on logging
theye. Texay Gov. Gearge W, Bush wggesc
¢d dhe Clintoss plan wenz too far hus ¢nd-
cism put $lirston in the middle and high-
lighted the fact dwrt Clinton hay reasaged
10 enmire his refevance right up unal Elec-
von Dawewor mavie bevand,

“There's a tor of mischef (hev can do
befare they shut out the fights and close the
dooty,” savs Melinda Pierce, 3 Sierrs Clab
tobhyise. She laughs &s she savs iz She
befizves she knows what is coming: The
President plans 4 designasg the Arctic
Nagonal Wililife Refuge as 3 naional mon-
wment under the Aatguines Act. Thar fust
mighe solidify his reputition, Four years
30, when dw Fresident went (¢ the Grand
Canyors. Robery Redfard was theee o wakch
him. Radford had mentioned Crand Sair
case o Clinton shree vears sarher and then
nover Keard 2 ward shourt it sl a fow dags
befare the svent at the Soush Rim, -

A reporter at the even aked Redford if
he considered Clinten 3 goosd snvirgnmen.
valisi. The famous acior smiled and
replind. “He is today.” "
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Measure appeals
to many interests,
from hunters to
soccer moms

By Trac Watson
LISA TODAY

WASHINGTIN - With litile
public fanfare, the House of Repre.
gentarives i soon likely 1o approve
one af the biggest, most expensive
consesvation bills of the past few
decades. _

Even cotics sy the $3% billion
Conservation #nd Retnvestment
Act, which would benefit Amert-
cans ranging from soccer players to
fzrmers threatened by develop-
men, i kel 0 pass when the full
House votes on i, probably
widnesday.

The bill has 316 co-sponsocs.
winch gives it support rom nearty
three-guarters of the MHouse.

The iegistation would be a wird-
fali for conservation and recreatin
across the USA B would diregy that
neatly $3 billion a year, from the
titne the bitt passes through fiscd
year 2013, be spent on &miron.
mental prograns and other pro-
. ects, mostly by seate i iocal gove
ernments, )

“This is one of the most {impor-
tant) envirenmental bills in the jast
25 vears,” said Rep. George Miller,

&t who, along with
Young. R-Alaska, has ded the fight
for the bill, HRE 701, “Peopie can
sirpick this bill ... {but) the bt {5,
this is ane of the broadest coalitions
we've been able o pur togecher in
the House.”

Passage in (he Senate will be dif-
fiide because of opposition from
budger hawks and some Western
sestors who Are Strong supporters
of private-property rights, The

White House fvors the Iegishe

tion's goals but has womme maje ob-
ections o i,

House likely to pass sprawling

MAY -8 2000

- conservation bill

~ The bulk of the money — $1 bil-
lian a year — would go o coastal
programs, ¥ in Alaska
ang Louisiang, where there are ma-
%*eotfs‘nere il drifing operations.

& money coudd be spant on any-
thing from coustal restoration @ in-
frasteusczure o rephring sand on
eroged beaches,

The npexr biggest chunk,
$900 million a year, would go 10
?ﬁﬁ Land and Water Consaregtion

& program Suppo S0~
ernment ang purchases and of
cotservalion and outdoor reciea
tan %pendaﬁ in the past. the fund
!‘”u&" m&if he g
i) ong Da-
lachian Trail, which muns imm
Saine to Geargda, and hundreds of

acrey of redorek coun-
ity nedr Sedena. AR
The bifl weld gve half
the motey [ the staies
argd half 1o the feders
lang ptogram,

Ancther billion dol-
ars would be divided
among 3 hodgepedge
of different fauses, not
aff of them barmanious.
Money wouid go (0
arotection of endan.
ﬁmd species and _

urder stucation; o recveanonal
facilicies mciz{;s hockey finks and
ity parks; 10 resioning both
degraded ecosystems and crum-
biing Historic buidings. The act also
vdlls ®r spending Oon open-space
prtecton and incentives br land-
OWRers t0 PICIeCT Fale species v
ing oR thetr property

S0ccet MOMS, SOVErnors, county
aﬂ%cisi;ﬁ same enh:;srenmziéat
groups and many sthers are wi
sarhusiastic gbaur the hill
who was ing the bulk of the
lerters, Cails and e-maiis in &vor of
the act, Michast Henry. a stafer for

Cthe Mouse Committee on Re-

s&mgg,_johﬁ. *irs ghour 4 100-
w?m’se.m bill has aiso genstar-

Miller: Broad coali-
tion of support

“ e pugiic.' Mitter

lard, she asis. “with the
federal government ak-
ety owning 30% of
e (US) iand ang rnar be-
mﬁ:ble 0 tdxe care of
whal they have?”

Soete environmental
groups don't like the
§ provision requiring

B Congress o approve
** federad land purchases.
Mg do they like the
bilfs open-ended lan.
guage, which woitld af
Jow motsey far coastal protecton
be spert 00 docks and highways.
Some environmentat groups have
et the administration they'd pre-
fer to see President Clittarn veta the
Isill if ¢he provisions they obiecy 1o
aren't charged.

The White Hesise shares some of
the environmentalisis caerns,
plus another: “The current bill is
not paid for.” says George Framp-
ton, acting <hairman of the White
House Councl on Erwironmental

The money would ome o of
royalzies from git drifling o the 45
coast, A 1964 law cregied the Land
andt Water Conservation Fund and
mandated that it meomatically re- ©
ceive $3G0 million 3 year. Later,
Congress directed thar il royaities
be deposited in zhe fynd. However,
jegislators have never devared as
moch meney © the fund a5 e
quired. Supparters say ihe new bill
eights that “This is redeer.
ifg 4 promise 5 mxle w©

A il entical 10 the House wer-
sion has been intmduced in the
Senate.



Our Values Are Etchedin the Landscape

By Secretary Bruce Babbis

-

Walk with me a while. Teaving my office, we stroll past portraits of Stewart Udall on the
left wall, James Watt onthe right, and the mighty Harold L. Ickes gazing down a corridor
filled with my predecessors. Impressive. But the art we seek is of another sort: the New
Deal murals of artists who sketched the core values of Interior's history. They are frozen,
halftime snapshots that provide a good measure of where we have been and how far we
have come.

At the sixth floor’s north end mural, one man harvests salmonids in nets, the other stocks
fry from a milk can. Classic New Deal stewardship, based around hatcheries, as we spread
coldwater fish for harvest around the world. In a time of bounty, of seemingly unlimited
resources, we saw fisheries as produce to be quantified.

Assuming those fisheries were indestructible, we ground their product by the millions into
feed and fertilizer, Assuming them interchangeable, we dumped European browns into
Rainbow habitat, Rainbows into Cutthroat streams, Lake trout into brooks, Brook trout
into lakes. The result was very nearly catastrophic. Hybridization diluted genetically pure’
strain stocks, Exotic fish, even sportfish, preyed on native species of trout, amphibians,
and insects for the first time. Hatcheries helped spread whirling disease and other
pathogens.

Today we strive to restore native trout and salmon, but as wildlife, not commodity. We
deemphasize the role of hatcheries beyond recovery of rare species and spend more
resources improving habitat. And we ensure that distinct strains are preserved and
protected by barriers, so that a given stock can take root once again. We seek a quality,
more than quantity, of fish.

One floor below, we stop at a mural of the Oklahoma Land Rush. Men and women on
horseback, wagon, locomotive, and bicycle--armed with flagged stakes--are pouring off
the start line to claim their plots of free land. It embodies America's boundless energy,
growth spurts, and hunger for cheap soil.

" The trouble today is where that hunger has led to sprawl, massive traffic congestion,.and.
extinction of native wildlife. The Endangered Species Act gives us responsibility to deal
with the crisis. How? We answer with creative new plans which fuse "habitat” and "open
space.” For example, Los Angeles and San Diego have expanded toward each other like
two magnets pointed end to end, eradicating the coastal sagebrush ecosystem that
separates them. When the California gnatcatcher was listed as threatened in 1993, we
could have proceeded straight to the laborious, time consuming process of drawing
"critical habitat” lines on the map.
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We chosa not to, because we had a better idea: unite adversaries toward a common goal -
on the front end to build consensus, Biologists taught us the components of coastal sage
habitat, what made it unique, and how it functioned. Urban planners assessed growth and
infrastructure issues before getting commiited to the maps. Economists assessed how land
values would be affected by different alternatives and how to finance the $100 million
fand acquisitions.

The outcome was a series of habitat conservation plans, which collectively comprise

" 210,000 acres in San Diego and Orange Counties. [t is the most comprehensive and
imaginative urban habitat plan in LIS, history, encompassing an area larger than Yosemite
Valley and twice as large as Central Park; space for critters and people. Our ancestors,
those Oklahoma Sooners on the wall, would have been proud.

Down another floor, the murals show New Deal pipe welders intvolved in mining or oil
drilling, another shows the gas stations, heavy machinery, and modern benefits that stem
from it. We would not have beat the Depression or won World War Il without minerals
management. ' ,

Now, however, we face the legacy of that industrial boom. In the wake of Exxon Valdez .
and other spills, we must decide where offshore (and onshore) oil development is safe and
appropriate and where it ig not. We also seek a fair return on hardrock mining beyend $3
an acre, because prospectors no longer carry a pick and shovel. :

A third floor mural 's pantheon of 19th century conservationists--Henry David Thoreau,
Daniel Boone, James Audubon--are surrounded by flourishing fish and wildlife they have
nurtured back to health. [ might paint John Wesley Powell, John Muir, Aldo Leopeold,
Rachel Carson, and Wallace Stegner up in that firmament, for they each led us closer to
the realization that "stewardship" was less about wildlife manipuiation than about
restraining human excess, keeping our collective wants in check. If we protected whole,
integrated watersheds, that landscape will nurture and "manage” wildlife on its own.

They led us closer to the
realization that stewardship
was less about wildlife
manipulation than about
restraining human excess,
keeping our collective
wants in check.
It was these latter visionaries who showed us how we should focus less on individual

charismatic creatures than on their connections within creation. Their writing,
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respectively, revealed relationships: between aridity and culture, between livestock and
wild glacial valleys; a mount ain, its wolves, deer, and vegetation; chemicals, 501,
earthworms and birds; and between wilderness and the undomesticated American spirit.

On the second Hoor a mural shows four men swinging shovels, hoes, axes and picks ina
uniited effort to suppress a wildfire that is raging in the background. Wildfire fighting
became institutionalized in the New Deal. Postwar, it became a skilled, seasonal, standing
army, whose common enemy was fire and whose policy was containment.

For nine decades we suppressed all fire with disastrous results. By depriving forests of
fire's slow, natural spread from lightning, we starve the forest, choke it, spread insect
damage and disease. We wipe out native diverse vegetation and wildlife. Now we know
that Smokey the Bear may have gone too far. Today, we use terra-torch, drip-torch,
flamethrower, flaming ping pong balls, and fuses to "Fight Fire with Fire.” Where
property, lives, and homes are not at risk, a new policy encourages firefighters to carefully
watch, monitor, or set prescribed fires. :

A facing wall shows the Civilian Conservation Corps at work, carefully planting trees. A
noble intention, but again, with unintended results. We tumed forests into tree farms,

~homogenized mixed conifer into monoculture. We once thought clearcuts created “edge

habitat” for ungulate game. Now we better understand the affects of sunlight and erosion ‘
on ground exposed without a canopy and unanchored by roots. We once pulled logs out of
streams 1o improve their aesthetic flow. Now we topple trees back in, and anchor logs and
root wads for fish habitat.

There i5 als0, on the south end of this corridor, a mural of the New: Deal’s heroic age of |
dam building. Six decades ago, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and his Interior
Secretary, Harold Ickes, toured the country to dedicate dams, new dams, powerful dams,
including four of the largest dams in the history of civilization.

They built dams for barge traffic, for electricity, for irrigation, for drinking water, for

flood control. For most of this century, politicians have eagerly rushed in, amidst cheering

crowds, to claim credit for the construction of 75,000 dams all across America.

The public is now learning that we have paid a steadily accumulating price for these
projects in the form of: fish spawning runs destroyed, downstream rivers altered by
changes in temperature, unnatural nutrient load and seasonal flows, wedges of sediment
piling up behind structures, and delta wetlands degraded by lack of fresh water and
saltwater intrusion. Rivers are always on the move and their inhabitants know no
boundaries; salmon and shad do not read road maps, only siream currents. Now we are
using sledgehammers, jackhammers, and heavy machinery to dismantle the old, obsolete,
and destructive dams.

Ore floor up, we find a mural of some of the newly protected national parks, Today, some |
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say these parks are being ‘loved to death,’ so we should limit people. We answaer that you
can't love a park 100 much. The problem is not too many but 0o many cars all packed
together, We need to give them more opportunities and more space to stretch out. Air
poliution knows no local boundaries, and soon, the car gassing up in the mural may have |
to park outside national parks like Zion, Yosemite, and the Grand Canyon, and take
cleaner mass transit into the park.

Also, we will secure concessions and fee reform for visitor values at our national parks
and other public lands. For decades, parks bled much of the revenues earned at entrance
gates and other services, while depending on Congress for supplemental handouts. With
these reforms in place, we keep 80 percent of fees and a greater percentage of concessions
in the parks themselves, making them far more seif-sufficient and rewarding experiences.

A south wing, fourth floor mural depicts encounters between caucasian, or Easterners,
with Native Americans and Alaska Natives. One is clad in cavalry uniform, another in
buckskin, another in civilian clothing, There is a peace pipe, but in each case it is clear
who is teaching, lecturing, dictating to whom.

Since its founding, the Interior Department has carried out trust responsibilities for Native
Americans. Unfortunately, for much of that history the relationship has been paternalistic,
barely protecting Indian water rights and sovereignty--as Washington saw fit, We have -
begun to restore integrity and authority and sovereignty to tribal governments, both
through statutory authority and economic development. At its core, our policy moves
toward self-determination for tribes and in the process, shrinks the federal BIA
bureaucracy.

And consider this: A President uses his authority under the Antiquities Actto create a
federally protected national monument. Western Congressmen howl. The Governor fumes
about the loss of "job-creating industries,” now that mining, logging, and other extractive
practices will be "locked out” of "potentially vast, unlimited" resources. Senators
complain about "arrogant acts" of the executive branch. The law stands. Then quietly,
visitation soars, bringing a steady infusion of cash to rural economies. Years pass, and
soon former opponents claim credit for creation of the monument in their next campaign.

President Clinton's Grand Staircase-Escalante in 1996? No, Teddy Roosevelt's Grand '
Canyon in 1904, It may seem like things haven't changed very much. That there is nothing
new under the sun, But take a closer look. You'll see that this latest monument ign't
managed by the National Park Service, but by the Bureau of Land Management wi%h a
comprehensive outreach plan that includes the people and living heritage in the visitation
plan. And ecological resources play as strong a role as aesthetic considerations,

[ often reflect on these changes. The contrasts between then and now are manifest. _
Science has led us to a broader, deeper understanding of our natural, cultural, and historic
heritage. Qur decisions appear better informed, more sensitive.
‘ ¢
T
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Yet | wonder. In the next century, Interior Secretaries may look at our values, frozen in
photographic images-~dam destruction, salmonid habitat restoration, wolf reintroduction,

prescribed fires, bioinvasive species control, amphibian protection, pollinator
preservation--shake their heads at how primitive our understanding was, and take pride in

how much ﬁzﬁh&r they have-come.

[ hope that is the case. Each day ;rzforms the next. What we realize in our tour of the
murals is that stewardship of the American landscape is not just a fixed point in time, or
some place outdoors, or even an "issug” to be "handled” by one party or another. [tisa
tradition that endures only through our labor, an opportunity that lasts as long as we fight
for it; part of our collective heritage, passed on like a torch; a job that brings all of us

together unler 2 common purpose.

Now let's get outside, where our values are etched in the landscape. That is our enduring
legacy. And let's get back to work.

Science has led us to a
broader, deeper understanding
of our natural, cultural,
and historic heritage.

Our decisions appear better
informed, more sensitive.
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PRESIDENT CLINTON'S LANDS LEGACY INITIATIVE

Forging a Conservation Vision for the 21st Century
January 12, 1999

President Clinton, in the-FY 2000 budget he will submit to Congress, is proposing a $1 billion Lands
Legacy initiative to expand federal protection of critical lands across America, help states and
comrnunities preserve local green spaces, and strengthen protections for our oceans and coasts.

This landmark initiative -- a 125 percent increase over FY 1999 funding -- represents the largest one-
year investment ever in the preservation of America’s lands legacy. It includes $900 million from the
Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF), marking the first time any Administration has requested
full funding from LWCF, which draws revenues from federal offshore oil sales.

The Lands Legacy initiative continues the Clinton-Gore Administration’s vigorous efforts to save
America’s natural treasures. And, by providing significant new resources to states and local
communities, it forges a new conservation vision for the 21st century -- one that recognizes the |
importance of preserving irreplaceable pieces of our natural legacy within easy reach of every citizen.

Lands Legacy will be administered by the Department of the Interior (DOI), $579 miliion; the
Departmenit of Agriculture (USDA), $268 million; and the Department of Commerce’s National
QOceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), $183 million. It will be coordinated with the $1 .,
billion Livability Agenda announced by Vice President Gore of January 11 through interagency
cooperation and consultation.

In addition, the President is calling on Congress to extendvperma.nent wilderness protection to more
than 5 million acres in 17 national parks and monuments, including Yellowstone, Grand Teton,
Glacier, Great Smoky Mountains and Cumberiand Gap. ,

Saving America’s Natural Treasures

Federal Acquisitions - The initiative increases federal land acquisition funding through the Land and
Water Conservation Fund by 26 percent to a total of $413 million (3295 million for DOI, and 3118
million for USDA). In recent years, the Administration has dedicated LWCF funds to protecting
Yellowstone National Park from mining, saving ancient redwoods in Califomia’s Headwaters Forest,
preserving Civil War battlefields, completing the Maine-to-Georgia Appalachian Trail, and acquiring
more than 100 other natural and historic sites across the country. Priorities for FY 2000 include
acquisition of over 450,000 acres in California’s Mojave Desert, 100,00 acres for addition to New
England wildlife refuges and national forests, and lands critical to the ongoing restoration of Florida's
Everglades.

Protecting Qur Parks - The President also is calling on Congress to grant permanent wilderness
protection to over $ million acres within Arches, Big Bend, Bryce Canyon, Canyonlands, Capitol Reef,
Crater Lake, Glacier, Grand Teton, Great Smoky Mountains, Rocky Mountain, Yellowstone and Zion
National Parks; Cedar Breaks, Colorado and Dinosaur National Monuments; Assateague Island
National Seashore!Chmcoteague National Wildlife Refuge; and Cumberland Gap National Historic

1~



Park. Granting these areas the highest level of federal protection available would, in the words of the
- Wilderness Act of 1984, recognize them as aress “where the carth and its community of life are
untrammeled by man. where man himself s a visitor who does not remain,” '

Heiping States and Communities Preserve Green Spaces

Land Acguisition Grangs - Lands Legacy includes $150 million through LWCF for matching grants 1o
state, local and tribal governments, and ponprofit land wusts, for acquisition of land and easements for
urban parks, greenways, outdoor recreations, wildlife habitat, and coastal wetlands. The DOI program
retoots the LWCE state grants program for “smact growth” and open space preservation. Grants will be
awarded on a competitive basis, with priority going to projects consistent with statewide “smart
growth” plans,

Open Space Planning Grants - The initiative proposes a new §50 million program of matching grants
10 states ¢ develop open space preservation and “smart growth” strategies. States would use a variety
of data and 1wols 1o identify privrity areas for urban development, farmland, and conservation. The
program, administered by DOI, would award grants competitively, with priority going to proposals that
tie state plans to regional strategies for managing the economy, job growth, and infrastructure
development. “

Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation fund « The initiative proposes 380 million -- a $66

" miilion increase -- for state and local land acquisition to protect threatened and endangered species, By
supporting Habitat Conservation Plans and other flexible tools under the Endangered Species Act, the
Fund promotes collaborative strategies that sustain both wildlife and economic development. The
program is administered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Forest Legacy Program - To protect private forest land that provides critical wildlife habitatand is
threatened by development, the initiative proposes $30 million - an increase of more than six-fold --
for matching grants to states for the purchase of permanent conservation easements. Use of protected
lands for forestry and compatible activities is permitted. The program is administered by the US.
Forest Service {USFS), and the proposed funding would proteet roughly 133,000 acres.

{irban and Community Forestry - The initiative proposes $40 million - a 29 percent increase -- for

" matching granis to states and communities 1o establish, maintain, and expand urban and community
forests and related green spaces. The program, administered by USFS, operates in partnership with
8.000 volunteer organizations in more than 10,000 communities. The proposed funding would support
75,000 projects in more than 10,000 communitizs. '

Farmiand Protection Program « To protect farmiand and sustain rural economies, Lands Legacy would
provide $50 million in matching grants to states, communities, tribes and land trusts for the purchase of
permanent conservation easements on farmland threatened by development. The program,
administered by USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) was created by the 1996
Farm Bill. Through mid-1998, $35 million in federal funding had leveraged an estimated $230 million
in easements, protecting about 127,000 acres. '

Smart Growth Parimnership - Lands Legacy proposes a new revolving loan program (o support
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acgquisition of land and easements in rural areas, The Partnership, administered by USDA, would make
loans 1o intermediate borrowers {state. tocal and tnibal goverunents. and nonprofit

corporatipns), which in turn would {oan funds to rural businesses, land trusts and other nonprofit
organizations. Proposed funding of $10 million would support $30 million in loans. Prionties are
supporting “smart growth” strategies and helping owners of underproducing forest land at risk of saie
improve forest Productivity,

Urban Parks and Recreation Recovery - The imtiative proposes 54 million in matching grants and
technical assistance for the restoration of parks in economically distressed urban communities. The
program, adminmistered by the National Park Service, awarded over 1200 grants from 1978 10 1995 but
has remained unfunded since 1995,

Protecting Our Oceans and Coasts

{arine ciuaries - Lands Legacy proposes 329 million - a 107 percent increase - to
sz:engthm protcctwns at 12 marine sanctuaries off California, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Louisiana,
Massachusetts, North Carolina, Texas, Washington, and American Samoa, and to plan for future
marine sanctuaries, The funding will allow NOAA to accelerate the adoption and implementation of
management plans for existing sancruaries and expand outreach activities with coastal communities.

Coastal Zone Manager am « To help promote “smart growth“ stmt:gms along America's

coasts, the initiative proposes 3'90 mxilion, a 55 percent increase, to help states implement Critizal.
Coastal Area Management and Restoration Plans. The matching grants can be used to acquire lands or
to undertake other efforts to protect wildlife habitat, protect life and property from coastal hazards, and
revitalize ports and urban waterfronts.

e Research Reserves System - The initiative proposes $19 million, a 375 percem
.increase, o expand a network of cntical asmmes representing all the biclogical regions along
America’s coasts. NOAA provides guidance and matching funds to states to acquire land, protect
resources and conduct research and education, Twenty-two reserves in 19 states and ternitories manage
about 500,000 acres. The proposed funding would double the protected acreage.

Coral Reef Restoration - Lands Legacy proposes $10.3 million --a 310 million increase - 1o protect
fragile coral reefs from pollution and other human impacts. NOAA, in conjunction with DOIL, would
restore injured reefs in Puerto Rico, Florida, Hawaii and U.S, territories, and develop a coral nursery (o
grow donor material for restoration gw}eczs,

Coastal Dredge Area Restoration - The initiative proposes $10 million for NOAA to work with the
U.S. Amy Comps Qi' E;zgmm to use material dredged from ports and shipping channels to restore
coastal habitats. Dredging is critical to keep shipping lanes open and deepen channels to accommodate
larger ships. Reusing dredge spoils benefits the environment and reduces disposai costs.

Fisheries Habitat Restoration - To restore declining fisheries, the initiative proposes 323 million for
NOAA’s National Masine Fisheries Service to acquire and protect critical habitat, Efforts would focus
on Northeast and Middle Atlantic coast, the Gulf Coast, the West Caast, Alaska, and other regions that
. participate in the Nationa] Estuary Program or have multiple threatened or endangersd species.

{r
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PRESERVING OUR LANDS LEGACY
A Record of Accomplishment

Under the leadership of President Clinton and Vice President Gore, federal efforts over the
past six years have protected or enhanced nearly 150 million acres of public and private lands.
Accomplishments include:

v

Protecting Yellowstone for future generations by reaching a landmark agreement to halt
the massive New World mine three miles outside Yellowstone National Park, protecting
the area from toxic ninoff and other threats. '

Preserving Utah’s Red Rock Canyons by creating a new national monument protecting
1.7 million acres of spectacular red rock canyonlands, artifacts from three ancient
cultures, and the most remote site in the lower 48 states.

Restoring Florida's Everglades with a comprehensive plan to acquire and protect critical
lands and to ensure clean, plentiful freshwater supplies for the Everglades and for South
Florida's families and farms. '

Preserving Scores of Natural and Historic Sites around the country by securing over $1
billion through the Land and Water Conservation Fund for acquisition of threatened
lands. Priorities include completing the Appalachian Trail, protecting Civil War
battlefields, and providing critical winter range for Yellowstone bison.

Working to Save Ancient Redwoods through an historic agreement to acquire
California’s Headwaters Forest, the largest privately held grove of old-growth redwoods.
Trees up to 2,000 years old would be saved, protecting critical habitat for threatened and
endangered species.

Launching a New Agenda for National Forests placing greater emphasis on recreation,

wildlife and water quality, while reforming logging practices to ensure steady, sustainable

supplies of timber and jobs.

Forging Conservation Partnerships With Private Landowners, completing 243 major
habitat conservation plans (HCPs) protecting 6.2 million acres and dozens of threatened
and endangered species. These voluntary agreements protect habitat while providing
landowners the certainty they need to effectively manage their lands.

Providing Farmers With New Conservation Tools by proposing and signing a Farm Bill
that authorized $2.2 billion in additional funding for conservation programs such as the
Conservatibn Reserve and Wetlands Reserve. Created new federal-state partnerships that
targeted over $1 billion -~ in partnership with the states of Illinois, Maryland, Minnesota,
New York, Oregon and Washington -- to provide incentives for farmers and ranchers to
voluntarily remove lands from production to improve water quality and wildlife habitat.

W
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U.S. DERPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

- Stephamie Haana (O} 202/208-6416
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 6, 199%

INTERIOR SECRETARY TO PROMOTE COLORADO'S LANDS LEGACY
Bahbitt oo Wheat Ridge Greenbelt to support Colorado’s share of Conservation Fund

Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt will join Congressman Mark Udall and Colorado’s
Bepartrment of Natural Resourees Executive Director Greg Walcher on Friday, October 8, on the
Wheat Ridge Greenbelt (near Prospect Park) to discuss his strong support for the Lands Legacy

proposal.

“ have been traveling around the country talking to Americans about land conservation in’
their communities and they want the Lands Legacy imtiative funded in this year's FY 2000
budget.” Babbitt said. “They want mote green space, parks and recreation areas, more wildlife
habitat, and they see a real need to set aside buffer lands to combat urban sprawl.”

Lands Legacy would be funded by an annual $300 million appropriation from the Land & -
Water Conservation Fund (L WCF). This fund was cfeated by Congress in 1965 for states and the
federal government to purchase conservation lands. It is derived from & portion of the offshore oil
and gas receipis resulting from oil praduction in federal waters. The Land Legacy intiative
would divide the annual appropriation equally between state grants and federal land acquisition.

“With support from effective leaders like your Congressman Mark Udall; this money
could become available to state governments this Fall at no taxpayer expense simply by using an
existing furd with vast unfunded balances for the purpose it was created,” Babbitt added. Several
bills have been introduced in Congress to fuily fund annual LWCF appropriations. Key acreage
linking parks within the Greenbelt was purchased with LWCF funds during the 1970's.

Since the 1980, appropriations from the LWCF have drastically declined and no money
has been appropriated for state jand conservation. Materials available at Monday's briefing wili
show specific projects in Colorado as well as satellite images prepared by the U.S. Geo !ogzcai '
Survey showing the impsct of sprawl on the Denver metrepolitan area. Other Lands Legacy
materials can be accessad using hetp://www.doi.goviiga/iandslegacy.htm.

WHO: Seeretary Babbitt, Rep. Udall, DNR Exec. Dir. Walcher
WHEN: Friday, October 8 at 10:00 am.
WHERE: Wheat Ridge Greenbelt at lake near Prospect Park (Pavillion) parﬁing lut.
Dirgotions: From Denver take 1.70 West to prlmg Exit. Tum left on Kipling (south) for 124 mils. Turn right {west)
on 44" Avenue for s mile, Turn ief fsouth) on Robb Street past tennis courts and Prospess Park parking ares, past
lake to south ead 10 smail parkzag iot (at Paviilion) for trail access for Greenbelt,

-DOL-
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U,S. DEPARTMENT OF THME INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Stephanie Hanna (0) 202/208-6416
Ocrober 4, 1999  Tim Ahem

BABBITT CALLS FOR LANDS LEGACY FUNDING THIS YEAR

The fight to increase funding for state and federal land purchases through Lands Legacy
will be the subject of 2 media briefing by Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt and John Berry,
Assistant Secretary for Policy, Management and Budget on Monday, October 4.

" have been taveling around the country talking to Americans about land conservation in
their communities and they want the Land Legacy initiative to be funded in this year’s FY 2000
budget.” Babbitt sald. “They want more parks and recreation areas, mote wildlife habitat, they
want to save Civil War and Revolutionary War battiefields before they fall under the balldozers of
development and they want to set aside buffer lands to combat urban sprawl.” _

Lands Legacy would be funded by an annual $900 million appropriation from the Land &
Water Conservation Fund (LWCF), This fund was created by Congress in 1965 for siates and the
federal government to purchase conservation lands. [t is derived from a portion of the offshore oil
and gas receipts resulting from oil production in federal waters. The Land Legacy initiative would
divide the annual appropriation equally between state grants and federal land acquisition. ‘

*This moriey could become available to state governmients this Fali at ne taxpayer expense
simply by using an existing fund with vast unfunded balances for the purpose it was created,”
Babbitt added. Several bills have been introduced in Congress to fully fund annual LWCF
appropriations.

Since the 1980's, appropriations from the LWCF have drastically declined and no money
fas been appropriated for state land conservation. Materials available at Monday’s briefing will
show, on a smc-bym basis, specific projects and unmet conservation riceds by states, There
will also.be video and still satellite images prepared by the US, Gwiogzc&i Survey showing the -
- impact of sprawl on many of America’s major cities.

Materials from the prcss conference will be available on Interiors Office of
[ntergovernmental Affairs web site beginning later in the aftemoon of October 4. The Lands

Legacy web site address is hitpt/Averw.del. gevfigm’!aaéxitm him,
" .poOl-



‘Estimates of State-Side Land and Water Conservation Fund

October 4. 1997

Stae 515
Alabama 3,312,367
Alaska 1,328,212
Arizona 3539924
Ackangas 2819957
Californiz ™ 130245872
Colorado T 3362.3%7
Connecticut 3,187,500
Pirtaware 369,395
Plarida 6.799 {38
Geuorgia 4,192,476
Hawaii 2,881 3958
Tdahe TALT LY
insris §021 874
Indiana 3,818,673
fowa 2,941 82¢
Kangas 4309 896
Kentucky 3184415
Lovigiana 3426211
Maine 2458639
Marviand n769.118
pMassachusens 4,138,008
Sichigan 5002062
Minncsosra 35228
Migsigsippt 1826223
Mizsourt L1307
Montana 2378977
Nebrasks 2625417
Mevada 2,664,688
Mew Hampshir 2,448 052
New Jersey 4833777
New Mzxico 286335
New York 382841
North Carolina 4500332
North Dakota 2,320,204
{hio 356327
Ciklahorma 3314
Oregon 3089253
Pennsyivania 57115142
Rhode ishand 1amng
South Carolina ey
. Bouth Dakota 2,338,368
Tennesses 3616250
Texsy 8,120,286
Lhak 2800609
Vet 3319955
Virginis 4,112,098
‘Washingion 3,539 0940
Wast Virginia 2,567 241
Wisconsin 3,630,041
Wyoming 1,289,488
Puertn Rico 136111
Guam 2175487
Viegin (slands 2,168,004
Samoa 216050
Marianas 2,160,826
Dist, ol Colum 1.350.829
TribewCorps 2,237,183
Microresia - 0
Marshail Island ]
#alay _ &
Diseretionary 8
Subtotal 304,381, 350

H.R T8
4,150615
11,159,821
5,248 588
4823,13%
11,260 %34
£.D15.68Y
31,489.836
2,543,905
5,148,645
$.01% 491
3108659
4,260,145
5.81299]
4,440,474
4,144 763
4,465 847
4,111,182
4,381 949
3,467,150
3,908,167
4,083,920
§.479.438
4,339 9358
1588696
4 873,185
5,685,037
4,205 416
4,664, 60%
31304887
4447 254
4 364 808
1,538,918
4501019
3,908,739
5,362,717
4.415,456
4 788,792
$802514
1584338
3,934,501

4,023,243

4413499
10,265,560
4,356,138
323,542
4,651,826
4,308 081
1,482,570
4,574,683
4,278,703
1378482
2,507820
797,064
2,786,624
2,788,578
2384171
4,150,988
22,291
11,627
5,948

b
26351811

Under Various Funding Approaches

HR 798
5.477.0%54
~.206.00¢
5.049.5:%
1685194

638547
4578930
4,307,558
3.294,90%

12,875,858
7,386,557
2663708

2845824 .

11,638,680

5,296,602 .

3966 8H
1.748.92%
4,747,839
5,14707%
2,707,195
5,697,843
6,509 827
9,241,975
5,357,943
1,852,784
319,12
2455,290
1018,770
2934582
2.634,022
7,581,848
3,056,517
18,000,276
1381836
2235,112
10,504 43%
4309513
4,302,125
11,224,087
2,509,707
4 420,706
2304351
5,868,320
16,462,518
1,165 827
2150051
£,317 849
5,001,911
3,169,056
$.761.578
2,188,436
144198
455,434

516 RE1
478,527

: 4
2156460
T

0

9

a
150,006,008
300,008,068

Traditionst LWEF
Fall Fuoding

7,288,980
389
8,051 356
5412039
41738017
1,350,547
6,341,019
3,800,658
19,5604 542
10,322,343
4484 505
4,189,420
B4
9,007,532
5,912,581

5814131
4,560,252
THI33T0
4,174,431
5,875 566
19,276,521
13 3m2n
7,965,008
£483 741
3700212
3.88L,597
180,123
4,838,339
4,158,357
12,738 81 %
4,866,561
MaATRHIG
Fa84312
3,691,164
15,266,805
6315824
6,323 231
15,806,175
4281447
$.503,368
3750031
8,273,832
14,144 24
5,364 397
3,542,744
» 13,621,403
8,989,142
4555438
5,351,168
344809
$,538.120
158,908
121,502
55820
51739
LR
&

3
g
450,000,000
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PO EY 2000 LWCE

{% in thousands)

Burcau of Land Managament

FY 2006 House Senars
- Frojedy Name Staie Pres.” Request Mark Mark

BLM TOTAL ) 48,900 15,000 £7,400

Acguisition Management/ Land Exchange 3,060 3,000 3600

Processing .

Emergency/ Inhelding . 100G b L HE

Line Item Proiects ’ 44,500 T1500 11,506
Presicent's Line e !

California Desert {Catellus} CA 23,9({0 8000

Cetbat Foothaily A2 ' 500 w1

La Clenega ACE(C ' NM 1,000 1,006 1.000

Dray Mt/ Kuchamaa HCP CA 500 1,000 504x

Santa Rowa Mis. NEA . CA 50 Lo 300

Spring Culch WY 5,000 5,000

Upper AR River Basin ’ o 2.500 2,000

Upper MO Malt'l WEER ) - MT 5,006

Upper Snake/S. Fork Snake R 10 500 00 500

West Bugene Wetlands OR 00 500

Sablotal, Pres. Line item Requosts 1,300 9,000 13,000
i gieFsiin Aol lor ol

Grafton Preservation ur At

Rock Creek Watershed (Esenre Rashd Wa 230

Soda Mt. Wikderness Study Ares OR 56

Sublotal, Add-Ons , 2.500 500

Total, BLM Line ltem Projects ' 1.0 13,500


http:IMl.l~~l'Tlv(lt/lJ.nd

Fish and Wildlife Service

DOI FY 2000 LWCF

(S in thousands)

i/ $140,000 included to facilitate land exchanges in Alaska.

FY 2000 House Senate
Project Name State Pres.’ Request Mark Mark
FWS TOTAL 73,632 12,000 56,944
Acquisition Management 9,772 7.665 9,026
Emergencies/Hardships 1,000 L000 1,00¢
Exchanges 1.000 750 1,140 o
Inholdings 1,000 750 750
Line jtem Projects 60,860 31,835 15,028
President's Line ltem Requests
Archie Carr INWR FL 2,750
Attwater Praire Chicken NWR X 1,000 1,000
Austin's Woods Unit, Brazoria NWR Complex - TX 2,000
WwT '
Balcones Canyonlands NWR X 4,000 2,000 1,500
Blackwater NWR, MD 1,500 750
Buenos Aires NWR AZ 1,500 1,500
Canaan Valley NWR wv SO0 500
D. E. San Francisco Bay NWR (Bair Island) CA 1,678 1,678
Great Meadows NWR MA 2.700 500
Hakalau Forest NWR Hl 3,632
Harris Neck NWR GA 400
N Ding Darling NWR Complex FL 4,000 4,000 1,500
Kodiak NWR AK 1,050 :
Lower Rio Grande NWR ™ 2,000 2,000 2,000
Moapa Valley NWR NV 1,000 )
North Dakota Prairie Project ND 2,500 500
Northern Forest
Silvio Conte NWR {Nuilhegan Basin) VT 3.200 SO0 1.500
Unspecified NWRs in N. Forest area 10,000
Lake Umbagog NWR NH 3,000 2,000
Moosehorm NWR ME ] 2,000
Northern Tallgrass Prairie Project MN/IA 700 700
Oahu Forest NWR (proposed) HI 1,000 1,000
Oregon Coastal NWR Complex OR 800 : 800
Pelican Island NWR FL., 2,000 2,000
Petit Manan NWR ME 250 250 30
Rachel Carson NWR ME 3,000 1,500
Rappaninock River Valley NWR VA 1.100 1,100 1,100
Rhode tsland Refuges Complex RI 500 1,000
San Diego NWR ‘CA 3100 3,100 1,500
Togiak NWR AK 1,000 °
Trinity River NWR - WT ™ 1,000 500
Western Montana Project MT 1,000 1,000
Subtotal, Pres.’ Line Item Requests ' 60,560 21,950 22,278

[
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DOI FY 2000 LWCF

{$ in thousands)

b/ Funding contingent on a signed agreement stipulating that the visitors center will be built
and equipped entirely with non-Federal funds.

FY 2000 House Senate
- Project Name State Pres.' Request Mark Mark
Congressional Add-Ons for FWS

Ace Basin NWR SC 1,250
Atchafalaya NWR LA 1.000
Back Bay NWR VA 2,000
Black Bayou NWR LA 3.000
Boyer Chute NWR NB £.000
Clarks River NWR KY 1,000
Cypress Creek NWR 18 1,000
EB Forsythe NWR NJ 800 800
Emiquon NWR - IL 1,000
Grand Bay NWR AL 1,500 1,000
Great Swamp NWR NI 700
Key Deer NWR FL 500
Lake Wales NWR ) FL 500
McKinney NWR (Calves Istand) CT 2.000
McKinney NWR (Great Meadows) CT 500
Neal Smith NWR 1A 1,500
Nisqually NWR WA 850
Ohio River [slands NWR wv ' 500 .
Ottawa NWR OH 500
Patoka River NWR OH 700
Red Rock NWR (Centennial Valley Project) MT 1,000
Shiawassee NWR | a3s b/
Stewart McKinney NWR MA 2,700
Waccamaw NWR sC 1.500 1,500
Walkill NWR NJ 1.500

Subtota), Add-Ons 9,888 22,750
Total, FWS Line-ltem Projects 31,535 45,028



DOI FY 2000 LWCF

{$ in thousands)

EY 2000 House Senate

Project Name . State Pres.' Request Mark Mark
NP5 TOTAL 172.468 132,000 108,225
Acquisition Management (Systemwide) 2,00 8,500 9,000
Emergency, Hardship, Deficiencies & - 71,000 3.000 3,000
Relocation i )
[nholdings/Exchanges 4,000 1.200 2,000
State Grants Administration 1,000 500 500
State Grants {Traditional) 30,000 20,00¢}
Line item Projects 154,468 88,800 73,725
President's Line Item Requests
Antietam NB | MD 2.000 2,000 2,000
Apostle [sland NL WS 250 250 50
Blue Ridge Parkway NC/vA 225 225
Cipe Cod N§' _ MA 2,850 2700 500
Chesapeake & Ohio Canal NHP MD T 800 800 800
Cuyahoga Valley NRA OH 2,543 1,000
Ebey's Landing NHR " WA 1,000 1,000 500
Everglades Ecosystern
Big Cypress NPres {and Addition) FL 11,800 11,800 . 11,800
Biscayne NP FL 600 600
Everglades NP FL 20,000 20,000 20,000
Everglades Acquisition Management FL 2,000 1,000
Grant to State of Florida FL 45,600 10,000 &
Fredericksburg-Spotsylvania NMP VA 6,300 - 3,000
Gettysburg NMP PA 5,700 3,525 2,000
Golden Gate NRA CA 2,300 '
Guolden Spike NHS uT 400
Haleakala NP HI 500 1,500
Hawaii Volcanoes NP Hi 3,500 1,500
Keweenaw NHP Ml 2,450 1,750 1,700
Lake Clark NP & P AK 1,000 :
Manassas NBP VA 400 400
Martin Luther King, Jr. NHS GA 5,000 "5,000
Mojave N Preserve {Catellus property) CA 7,100 7,100
Monocacy NB MD 1,500 1,500 . 500
North Cascades Complex WA 1,000
Olympic NP WA 2,500 2,500 :
Pecos NHP NM 1,800 . 1,800 1,800
Prince William Forest Park . VA 1000 ° 1,000 L
Saguaro NP AZ 2,800 2,500 1.000
Santa Monica Mts. CA 5,000 2,000 ¥ 2,000
Stones River NB ™ 4.300 3,000 1,000
. Virgin Islanda NP vl 4,050 3,000 b/ 2,000
War in the Pacific NHP Guam 12,000 . 1,575
Weir Farm NHS cT 2,500 2,500 2,500
Wrangell-St. Elias NP&P AK 1,700 '
Subtotal, Pres.’ Line ltem Requests 154,468 81,150 66,025

a/ Subject to non-Federal matching funds. b/ Gibmey Bay .



DO1 FY 2000 LWCF
($ in thousands)

FY 2000 House Senaté
Project Name State Pres.' Request Mark Mark.
Congressional Add-Ons for NPS
Buston FHarbor Islanda NRA MA 2,000 ¢f 500
Fort Sumter NM - . sC . 2
Gauley River NRA wv 7
fee Age NST W1 2,000 2,000
Indiana Dunes "IN 2.400
New River Gorge Nat'l River ' wy 750
Nuorth Country NST ‘ wil 500
Paoli Battlefield PA 1,250 &/
Petroglyph NM NM 3,000
Subtotal, Add-Ons 7,650 7,700
Total, NPS Line Hem Projects 88,300 73,725
¢/ Subject to non-Federal matching funds,
d/ Contingent on authorization and 50% match by the State.

TOTAL, DOI LWCF 295,000 189,000 182,569
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-Contact: Tim Ahern {2023 208-308%

BABBITT URGES PROTECTION OF OPEN SPACE IN GEORGIA

ATLANTA - Secretary of the imermr Bruce Babbitt, in a visit today to the Chattahoochee
River, advocated creation of a permanent fund so government can protect inportant open spaces from
development. Georgia would receive almost $10.3 million a year from the Land and Water
Conservation Fund(LWCE} if it is fully funded.

"Atlanta is one of the fastest growing regions in the country and protecting open space in the
region, am the rest of the state of Georgia, would likely be a very high priority of the President’s
Lands Legacy mmuative, if it s approved by Congress,” said Babbitt, “1If there is one thing Congress
can do to help stop the negative effects of urban sprawl such as over development, air and water
poliution, it is to approve the President’s Lands Legacy plan for protecting open space.”

The Lands Legacy program, announced last January, would provide almost $1 bilfion in
federal money to protect a variety of sites, historic spaces, and open lands actoss the nation. At the
same time, the President said he would work with Congress 10 enact annual full funding of e
LWCF. The fund, created in 1965, includes money from the sale of federal offshore oil and gas
teases.

, Babbitt's comments came as he visited the Chattahoochee National Recreation Area with Gov.
Roy Barnes, who has advocated protecting more open space along the river.

_ (eorgia has received $66.5 million from the Land and Water Conservation Fund since 1965,
Among the areas protected in Georgia with LWCF money are the Cascade Springs Nature Preserve,
Arabia Mountain sature preserve, Pigeon Mountain Wildlife Management Area, and the Sweez Water

Creek State Park. : .

Babbitt said since 1980, Georgia has recezvefz very little from the LWCF because Ccngmss has
not released funds as promised.

“The promise of the Land and Water Conservation Fund has never been fully kept,” said
Babbitt. °It was set up to provide almost $1 billion a year through direct federal purchase and
through grants to states that could then be used to protect land and open space. But rather than have
these funds flow automatically, Congress has required that it approptiate the money every year.
Unforrunately, Congress has usuaily approved less than one-third of the money available.”

{More)



Georgia and the Land and Water
Conservation Fund

GEORGIA K TATE-SIDE LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND TOTALS
¢Federal dotlars granted to States or localities for land acquisition and other needs;

All projests funded (1963-1995) $66.589.549
Total State would receive per vear if State-side LWCF
were tunded at $450 million (under current law) $10.32 million

Significant Past State-side Land and Water Conservation Fund Projects

cade Springs Naty g The 1979 grant of $490,000 helped to acquire this 113
acre nature gmscz've located in the Atlanta area. A subsequent grant assisted in the
development of trails and suppornt factlities. The site is characterized by steep slopes, two
preeks and hard-woods. Also significant is the result of a cultural survey that reﬂects early
domestic and civil war’sites on the property.

Arabis Mouniain: The 1971 LWCF grant in the amount of $342,000 helped acquire this
){}{) acre nature preserve. Sixty percent of this unique environment consists of granite
outcroppings. This park sometimes called Little Stone Mountain, contains two endangered
and threatened plants that live in shallow pools on top of the mountain. C

{3 _ il g nt Area. The 1974 grantmtiwamozmt of $1.7
million helpcd acquwe over 10 000 acres nf 14, 000 acres that make up this site. A vanety
of recreation opportunities exist from hunting, wildlife viewing, trails, hiking fishing, and
camping , all while protecting the delicate natural resources of the site,

; Creek State Park: A 1972 grant of approximately $1.4 million was used to -
acquzre 4&6 acres of the total 1,900 acres that make up this state park. Located minutes
from downtown Atlanta, it features natural and cultural resources including the ruins of the
New Manchester Manufacturing Company, a civil-war era textile muil.

Unmet Recreation Needy:

Chattahoochee River - The Chattahoochee River Land Protection Campaign is a coalition of
f2deral, state and local governmental bodies, local businesses and NGO's. The campaign
seeks to create a nearly continuous corridor of green space mnmng 160 miles across the state
along the Chattahoochee River. This would protect remaining forests, wildlife habitat,
selected cultural resources and water resources while enhancing communities by providing
additional open space. The State is seeking to develop a significant gresence at selected
highly visible sites along the corridor, particularly to the southof Atlanta, Thisadditional land
protection would provide opportunities for river access by people and wildlife, hiking trails,

as well as a place for school children to come and learn about the river. A protected. healthy
Chanahoochee River will atso provide safer, cleaner énzzicmg water and ensure long-term bio-
diversity for gm&razw:zs 1o come. S
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Contact; Tin Ahern {202) 208-5089

BABBITT VISITS LOS ANGELES’ “LAST OPEN SPACE" DISCUSSES
NEED TO CURB OVERDEVELOPMENT WITH PERMANENT FUNDING SOURCE

WASHINGTON - Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt visited L.os Angeles’ Baldwin Hills
todday and advocated establishing a permanent fund so government can protect imporiant open spaces
from development. California would receive almost 342 million a year from the Land and Water :
Conservation FundiLWCF) if it is fully funded.

“The Bakdwin Hills are Los Angeles” last open space, and a critical addition to this recreation
area wwfd likely be one of the first purchases of the President’s Lands Legacy initiative, if it is '
_approved by Cangms& said Babbitt.

“If there is one thing Congress can do to help stop the negative effects of urban sprawl like -
over development, air and water pollution and destruction of wildlife habitat, it is to approve the
President’s Lands Legacy plan for protecting open space.”

The Lands Legacy program, announced last January, would provide almost $1 billion in
federal money to protect a variety of sites, historic spaces, and open lands across the nation. At the
same time, the President said he would work with Congress o enact annual fuil funding of the
LWCF. The fund, created in 1965, includes money from the sale of {ederal offshore oif leases.

California has received $233 million from the Land and Water Conservation Fund since 1965.
Many of the state’s namural areas and parkiands were protected with money from the fund, inciuding:
Ei Matador and F) Pescador Beaches within the Robert H. Meyer Memorial State Beach Park in
Malibu, Point Dume State Beach in Los Angeles County, and the Kenneth Hahn Rzﬁmnaa Area at

Baldwin Hills.

Babbin said under plans cammiy advocated by Congress, California would receive very linde
from the LWCE,

“The promise of the Land and Water Ccnscrvaa{m Fund has never been fully kept,” said
Babbirt, “It was set up W provide almost $1 billion a year, both through direct federal purchase and
through grants o statey that they could then use to protect land and open space. But rather than have
these funds flow automatically, Congress has required that it appropriate the money every year. That
has meant that Congress has usually approves less than one-third of the money available.”

“Congress has broken its promise to the American people. That prontise in 1965 was that me
money from using offshore lands for oil and gas would go to purchase recreational, seenic and
environmentally sensitive land for futire generations. But it has never happened on a regular basis.”

-more-
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Babbitt Supports Protection for Brandywine, Paoli Battlefields,
. Says Congress Should Pass President’s Lands Legacy Program

PHILADELPHIA - Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbin today toured the Pach and
Brandywine Revolutionary War battlefields and urged Congress to.provide money 1o permanently
protect the two battlefields in the Philadelphia suburbs.

“These two sites are the very top of my list as important Revolutionary War sites,” Babbin
said.  “These sites tell us about our history and help explain the unigue story of America, We need
to protect these places, not only for our children, but also for all future Americans.”

Congress is now considering legislation o acquire the 40 acres of the Paoli Massacre ét
Malvern, along with 477 acres of the Brandywine Baulefield.

But beyond individual bills, Babbitt said Congress shoufd enact President Clinton’s Lands
Legacy program, which will provide a permanent funding stream from the Land and Waier
Conservation Fund 1o buy land and protect open spaces.

“All over this nation, there are dozens of places which need to be protected, including sites
from our history such as the Revolutionary War or Civil War, or unique and wonderful places such as
some the places we see in the West,” Babbitt said. “All cur public lands are being heavily used and
we need to provide more places for our people 1o go, whether those places are parks or historic sites.
Protecting these special places is one of the greatest legacies we could leave for the future.”

“Since the Land and Water Conservation Fund was first created 35 years ago, it has never
been permanently funded,” Babbitt said. “Now, at the beginning of a new millennium, we should
provide a way fo protect our lands and historic sites for all time. This should be one of the first
oriorities of Congress when it retums to session next month.”

. _DOL-
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Wilderness: Gifts to Us All

The Act that created the National Wilderness Preservation
System Turns 35 Years Old
A statement by Interior Secretary Bruce Babbit

“Today marks the thirty-fifth anniversary of the Wilderness Act. This Act created the Mational
Wilderness Preservation System and is responsible for preserving and protecting more than 1904 miliion
acres of federal public lands. It is one of the most important eavironmental laws of the past halfcencury.
Anyone whe loves the outdoors, wildlife and pristine wiklemness must agree. »

“The fundamental premise of the Wilderness Act is that the process of building roads is a death seatence
for an ecosystermn. There are all kinds of sclentific studies which show that roads” fragment habitatina
way that leads 1o the disintegration of the ecosystemn. The grizzly bear is a great example. The grizzly
cannot tolerate a fragmented habitat,

“The result of this extraordinary Act speaks for itself. The nation’s wilderness systemn includes 624
areas containing more than (04 million acres of breathtaking landscapes which are now protected in
perpetuity for future generations. The preservation of these areas accounts for about four and a half
percent of the U 8§, landmass. Wildemess areas are the most pratected landscapes in the federal system.
These fabulous lands are managed for the use and enjoyment of the American people, large enough to be
refuges for plants and animals. Moreover, they have become refuges for bath wildlife and people. We
give these areas a chance w survive by leaving them wild, untamed and unimpaired for future use and
enjoyment as wilderness.

“There has been very little action to approve wilderness areas in the last two sessions of Congress. We
have made almost no progress, but the protection of these gifts to each and all of us, are more crucial
now than ever before in the history of this country. Urban growth and development have made it
essential for us to look hard at wilderess areas and other green spaces as they dwindle before our very
eves, Each day we lose more and more of our outdoor freedom and solitude, along with some of our
mental and spiritual refresiument that potentiat wilderness areas and green spaces offer to us.

“Eaclier this vear President Clinton proposed an historic Lands Legacy Initiative to open the new century

with an unprecedented corunitment to preserving our most precious fands for all time. In this Initiative ~

ihe President proposes a record 81 billion to protect natural treasures and provide new resources o states
and communities 1o preserve farms, urban parks, wetlands, coastlines, and working forests. [urge the
Congress 10 work with the President and appwve funding for this important {mtzatwe and create a

. permanent fund to preserve our treasured areas for future generations 1o enjoy.” '

-bOlL -
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An activist Interior Secretary lays plans for a legacy.

By Kathia Durbin

ith scarcely a vear and a
half remaining for the
Clinton adminigtration,

US. Interior Secretary Bruce Babbigt
is quietly laying plans for a spate of
actions that wouid protect public

- lands throughout the West, if he
succeeds, trough a combinaton of
executive srders and legislation, the
administration could leave a rich
corservation legacy for the 213t
Century. .

Interior officials are keeping mum
on what conservationisis call the
“Babbitt initiative” as they work
behingd the scenes w build political
support for designation of new
national monuments and other
special aress. “1 know of no imminent
monument gesignations.” ssid Larry
Finfuz, national spokesman for the
Buresu of Land Managenvent, 1

think what they re going to do (s wait
and see what ha with legislative
efforts. The ides that there is 3 master
plan or list is not tree. it would be
difficult to put s lid on that.”

But in fact, high-level Interior
officials have been meeting for
weeks with environmentaiists and
BLM offiviais to refine & iist of
potential national monuments and
othet special areas, from a rare
Catifornia grassiand o remote
Arizona canyoniswis 10 & 8 -
iar Qregon high desert pe.

Oregon BLM Divector Elaine
Zielinski tecently met with top
Interior oificials in Washd o,
to discriss special designations for
twa Oregon sites, I Californda, the
adminiatration is working with
members of Congress to establish two
special areas legislatively. And in .
Babbitt’s hame state of Arizona, the
Interior secretary has endorsed
national monument status for remote
wildlamds north of the Grand Can-
yon. Though the details of these
designations remain 50 be worked out,
s likely such high-impact activities

3
i )
Cabifoenia’s Carvizn Plabs sy soon br
stisienal ReoIENTERE,

as grazing, mining, logging, ard off.’
road vehicie use would be restricted,

The politics of the new effort
differ from state to state. In Oregon,
Democratic members of the state’'s
congressional delegation could reach
LONSENIUS ON PIOIECHNZ TWO arens -
Steenis Mountain and Soda Mountain
— providing political cover for the
administratios. Eut in idaho, where
conservanive Republicans have a2 lock
on the delegation and the statshouse,
conservationists who hope fo build
support {or an Owyhere Canyontands
national monument are pinning theic
hopes on the Clinton administration’s
willingness 10 defy state politicai
icaders.

The Antiquities Act of 1906 allows
the president to sstablish nationai
monuments by executive order,

Sarly in this cenlury, the att was
invoked s protect nationai jewels
such as the Srand Canyon, Washing-
ton state’s Gliympic Mountains, and
Maunt Rushmore, President Carter
used the act 10 protect vast tracts of
Alxska wilderness in 1978, after
Cangress failed 1o act. More recemly,

in 1996, Presidert Clinton used the
law to designate L.7 million acres of
Utah's redrock canyon country a3 the
Grand Staircase-Bscalante Natonal
Monument. Clinton's scnion eruaged
the Utah delegation andgd canserva.
tive politicians throughout the West,
This March, in an effort 1o head

off simdlar moves in other statex, Sen,
{arry Craig K-ilabo. imtroduced the
National Monument Public Parsd.
pation Act Craig's bill would

rohibit the president from declaring
any pubiic land a national monu:
ment without congressiona! assent
and full public participation ay |
prescribed by the Natonal Environ-
mental Policy Act of (982, (Establish-
went of national monuments by -
executive order does not require
NEPA compliance.} “The peopie of
idaho Jeserve i oo T hogwd
their say when we're talking about
land munagement decisions,” Craig
said in a prepared statement. “No one

. wants the President, acting alone, to

. ally to accomplis

anilaterally lock up encrmous parts
of any state. We certainly don't work
that way in the West” U5 Ren. 1. 1
Harwen, R-Utah, has introduced 2
simnitar bill in the House. Like
Craig's, Hanser's bill would require
the governumant to comply with
NElg&beéen designanng & national
movurent, but it would not require
6y ional approval.

Nesther bill is given much chrnce
of in% prsurviving a presidens
tiat veto, But they do uignal that
Babbitt might face retaliation from
powerful committee chairmen if he
tries to do in ather states what qe
did in Litah. To keep confrontation
to 2 misimum, informed cbservers
say, intersor oificials are trying 10
build congressional support wheve
possibie before creating new na-
tinnal monuments by fiat,

Recently, howevee, the Qlinton
sdmirustration has dewwonsrated an |
increasing wiiiininess to act undaler

what 1t cannot
win legisiatively in 3 Republican-

L
Y
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controlied Conigress. Establishment
of the Grand Staircase-Escalante
monument is ondy ane example, In
the past few months, the admsera-
tion has imposed an 1&month -
maotatorium on new road construc-
Hom in most nationat farests, with.
drawn the Rocky Mouniain Front
from mineral inasing broadened
protecdon for Alaska’s Tongess
National Forest. and adopted
polices that would timit the scope of
open-pit mines on public lands.

Here's 2 sampler of areas where
discussions between the admynistra-
ton and conservaionisty over
potential special desigrustions are
wler way: .

+ In southermn: Oregon, 3
Coundl b promoting a national
biological ares devigration for
thaz 50,000 acres in southern Oregon
and MNorthem Califsrrsia. Plant
m;nmw ot the Cascads Moun-

. Siskivou M ires, the
omoath Basin the Mudthen Geeds
Basin, the Californis
indand valleys converge in the Sods
Mountain ares [n 1995, e BLM
designated moet of the Cregon portion
of this ecological crosarcads the
Cascade-Siskiyou Ecological Emphasis
Aren and imposed a 10-year morato-
fiunt on cotrumercial ing within it.
As a natiorul biological ares, it would

extraction would be banned, public
roads decommissioned, and only
nonmotorized moreation allowed.
Council chairrman Dave Willis
Traveled o Washington, D.C, this
spring to lobbry members of the
Oregont tion and high-level
“The Soda Mountain ares i on Bruce
Babbitt's radag™ he sroarced in a
moent newsletter, “The present
congress will ot designate the Soda
Mountain area as wi suntil
hell freezes over S0 we've been axking
the Intesior £t gyve some
sort of nationad special place admanis.
- trative protection to the Soda Moun-
tain avea ... Babbitt s more

than listening, ™ In an interview, Willis -

L 8 N B & ¥ Q t £ %

sad that “Democrats vy the' on
delegadon are now faced with the
wonderfui opportunity of being able
) support land protection effectively

3% 2 rruncrity party. All they have todo

is give Babbitt the green light”

+ In sautheastem Qregon, the
Qregon Natural Desert Association
and other groups hope Babbitt will
establish 4 Steens Mountain national
monrument 1 protect the imposing
faulbblock mountain and the
surrsunding high desert from
overgrazing. A BLM management
plan pmposes desigrating the
mountain & nabional conservation
area, with listle or oo change in
current fevels of livestock
BLM field manager Miles Brown,
who guersees the area, said thata
citizens sdvisory councl has taken
on the task of defining the conservs-
gon ares’s borders, Sut only Con-

The administration has
deionstrated wi
increasing willingness to
act unilaterally to
accomplish what it
cannot win legislatively
in @ Republican-
controlled Congress. .

gress can establish national conser-
vation areas, and they can be any-
thing Congress wants them ta be.
Bill Marlett of the Oregon Natural

Desert Association saic his main
goal for Steens Mountain is to
remave cows from BLM atlotments.
Any special designation that leaves
the present grazing system in place,
he said, would hardly be better than
the status quo. $till, he's optimistic
“Babbitt could set up some kind of a
grazing retirement program. He
wan't call for § cow-free monument.
But we're {ortunate to have a presi-
dent and a secretary of the Interior
willing 10 use the Antiquities Act.” -

. Chuck Wassinger, assistant director
of the Oregon 8(.M office, said he

KA e aGUuSy 3%

knows of no plan for 3 Steens Moun.
tain monument, but added. "That i3
alwayyan opricn. They haven't taken
it off the tabie ... The secretary has
tmade it dleas he 13 interested in
highlighting those areas in the West
that deserve some spacual desigra-
Horu” [V's more likely, he said, thata
bill establishing a Szeens Mountain
national consepsation amed will be

“introduced, possibly as earty as newd

year. “U'm hearing nothung but road-

based support for some kind of

special designation,” Wassinger saud,
+ In Idaho, The Wildemess Soqery

_ and the Committee for [daha'y [High

Desert are working with Oregon and
Nevada conservatiorusts to complete

a detailed proposal for an Owyhee
Can

yonlands national monument
ard to mobilize support from rafting
enthusiasts, backpackers, and
outfitters who visit this remote,
nearly pristine area. Craig Gehrke of
The Wszmus Society’s Boise offire
said the biggest threat to the Qwyhes
canyon country is uncontmdled off.

¥ Callicie use, The 1daho vitice vt
the BLM confirmed that agency
officials have met with environmens
talists to discuss special protection
for the Owyhee couniry. Sut ldaho
BLM esman Don Smunthwaire
Satly denied that the agency s
comsidening any type of special
designation for the Owyhegorany -
other public lands in idahe.

+ In Arizenas, Babbitt has i}wgesed
establishing 2 400,006 soe Shuvwils
Plateau national monument in 3
temmote ares of rugged cliffs and
aarryans north of the Grand Canyon
that holdy dch archasoiogical sites
and harbors peregrine {alcons, bald
eagles, trophy mule dees and desect
bighorn sheep. The plateau has been
overgrazed, and private inhotdings in
the area are vuingrable to mining.
After touring the area in Mevember
Babbitt cailed it “the most pristine
ares in the Grand Canyon systermn.” A
recent public meeting in Flagstaf
drew 600 people, mainly from tive
Flagstaff area. Oppusition came
primarily from ranchers. miners, and
off-road vehicle users.

+ In California, the Interior
Department and the BLM are finding
rare bipartisan congressional support

2.2
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for their efforts to protect two special
aress, said Jan Bedrosiar, assistant
dirmctot of the BLM'y California
offive. The Carrizo Plain, a 256,000
acre grassiand, iy ail that's left of the
San joaquin Grasslands, which once
overed more than a million acyes
between San Luis Obispa and
Bzm&cid.Theg presently
LM in cooperation
with Nam(lntw arvd
mmma%&w
Gamuhmm«ﬁaawdm
thelsia&uw
sqmmzi,mdto taioad bule elk
mAbxiimmdm

M e Bis praivie & national
M?“:Mmmdm&dmscﬁ
from mining claims, thotgh it would
still be open to oil and gas leasing and
linrdted Lvestock grazing,.

» The Santa Rosa Mountaina,
west of Palm Springs, wonid
beconue & natiosal monument uncder

a bifl bctng drafred b‘é‘l:tp Mary

dm%mxmwhdtuinmad
, 10 howere to
ighors , reomitly Listed ax a

' 'ﬁuutemdspm It would be

managed jointly by the BLM, the

s‘nmmwwag

Caltente Iraliarn ribe, and
California state
» I Utah, Gav. Mike Lesvitt and
mmmm

&wa
for mune

&m!mﬂiwmdhduﬂlamlia
Utah's West Desert — far tesa,
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How much protecton these

. designations would actuaily confer is

an open queston. But for now,
western conservationists are trying
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Kethic Duurbin last wrote for Inner
Voice about tiforts lo protect Montana’s
Rocky Mountain Front from mining.
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PRESIDENT CLINTON AND VICE PRESIDENT GORE:

A HISTORIC COMMITMENT TQO PRESERVING OUR LANDS
January 12, 1999

Foday, w the National Arboretum in Washington, D.C., President Clinton and Vice President Gore
announce o $§ Blilion Lawds Legacy Initiative — the largest one-year investment ever in the protection of
America’s land resources. This FY 2000 budget proposal — a 125 percent increase over FY 1999 — expands
Sfederal efforis to save America’s natural treasures, and provides significant aew resoarces to states and
communities to protect local greem spaces. I addition, the Presiderst calls on Congress to extend permanent
wilderness protection to mare than 5 million acres within 17 nationaf parks and monuments, This landmark
initiative charts a new conservation vision for the 2Ist century, reconnecting people with the land by
preserving irveplaceable pleces of our matural legacy within gasy reach of every citizen.

Saving America’s Natural Treasures. At the start of this censury, President Theodore Roosevelt called on
Americans to save the best of our natural endowment for all time. His legacy is seen across the country, in our
parks, our forests, and our wildlife refuges, President Clinton has continued to fulfill this vision by protecting
Yellowstone Park from mining, creating a 1.7 million-acre national monument in Utah's spectacular red-rock
country, and forging a historic agreement 10 save ancient Califomia redwoaods. The Lands Legacy Initiative
expands these efforts with 3442 million for federal land acquisitions. Priorities include:

M%@%@ﬁm Acqumng 450,600 agres within and around Mojave and Joshus Tree National Parks.
el greste - Acquiring addisienal fand within national foresis and wildlife refuges in Maineg,
chmom. Ncw Ham;;&izm» and New York.
- Exerglades ~ Acquiring tands critical to ongoing federal-atate resioration effons,
« Lowis and Clark Tradl « Protecting the explorers’ historie route slong the Missouri River.
~ Eotvil War Batdefields - Acquiring lands within Gettysburg, Astictam and other battlegrounds.

Protecting cur Porks. tn addition, the President is calling on Congress to grant permanent wilderness
protection 1o over § million scres within the backeountry of Yellowstone, Grand Teton, Glacier, Great
Smoky Mountains, Cumberland Gap and 12 other national parks and monuments, giving these lands
the highest level of federal protection available.

AR AL sion for the 2ist Cemtury, A new cenlury poses new conservation challenges.

Bavoﬁd savwg mcma’ “erown 3&%&:25? we must work as well to preserve natural wonders in our very
backyards that grow Scarcer every day. Protecting local green spaces helps improve air and water quality,
sustain wildlife, provide families with places 10 play and relax, and make our communities more livable. Lands
Legacy, to be coordinated with the Livability Agenda announced yesterday by Vice President Gore, provides
$588 million to state and local gwmmts, private land trusts, and other nonprofit groups for.

A » $150 millien s matching grants for fand or easements for urban parks, greenways,
eai&m{ mmz:izzzz, wciim and wildlife habita.

1 (ramis and [oany - $30 million in meching grams for open space planning, and 510 million 1o support
£50 mzii«m in Zw«mmt foans to rural areas for “smart growth” planning and development.

» Farmiund Prorecrion - $30 million for casements on threatened farmiand and open space,
* Lirban Parks and Forests ~ $40 million to mainain and ¢xpand urban and community forests, and 54 miilion to

renpvale ;za:&s i distressed wrban neighborhoods,
it Protection - $50 million for casements to pratect eritical forest habitat, and $86 miltion for
?zaiszxaz x:amwmm plans te protect endangered species.

ptecting o eans and Coasts, Lands Legacy includes funds for federal and state efforts to protect ocean
and ccaszai TESOUrCEs: $2§ miltion to'expand and protect national marine sanctuaries; 390 million to states 1
protect and restore coastlands; $19 mitiion 1o states for estuary protections; and $45 million to restore coral
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reefs, fisheries and marine habitats,
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Potomac River Selected to be Part of President’s
American Heritage Rivers Initiative

The Potomac River is one of 14 rivers designated

Corngressional and federal representatives joined the Friends of the Potomac today at Mount
Vernon, the historic site where George Washington lived, to celebrate the designation of the Potomac as
part of President Clinton's American Heritage Rivers Initiative.

A ceremony commemorating the designation of the Potomac River was originally scheduled for
Tuly 30, buy was postponed until November 6, because of the tragic shooting of two Capitol Hill Police
officers, On hand for today's celebration 1o mark the historic ¢vent was a host of supporters, local |
Congressional delegations, and government representatives from Maryland, Virginia, the District of
Columbia, and federal agencies. The Initiative, {irst announced by President Clinton during his 1997
State of the Union Address, offers special recognition to outstanding stretches of American rivers by
selecting thern to be American Heritage Rivers. The Initiative helps local communities to restore and
protect their rivers and river fronts. Designated rivers receive federal assistance in the form of refocused
programs, grants, and technical assistance from existing federal resources.

Last summer, President Clinton and Vice-President Gore traveled to the New River in Nonth
Carolina, to announced the names of the 14 rivers designated as part of the American Heritage Rivers
Initiative on July 30, 1998, while Secretary Babbitt took part in a ceremony in Springfield,
Massachusetts, naming the Connecticut River.

“Rivers nourish our seils, carry our commerce, sustain our wildlife, and quench our thirst,” Vice-
President Gore said, “Working together as partners we can clean up America’s rivers, create new jobs,
and strengthen the communities along them for generations to come.” .

“It's Initiatives like this that moves our communities from mere preservation and protection, to
watershed restoration,” said Interior S8ecretary Bruce Babbitt. “As a community comes together (o restore
the river that runs through it, that river, in tumn, restores the community itself.” '

The Potémac River is one of {4 rivers designated out of 126 nominations from 46 states that
competed for the Presidential designation. The American Heritage Rivers Initiative focuses on three



main objectives: economic revitalization, natural resources and ¢nvironmental protection, and historic
and cultural preservation, The Ininative helps communities of designated waterways w revitalize their
sivers, river hanks along them, histeric buildings, nataral habitats, and help celebrate their history and
heritage,

NatipnalPark Seryjce Director Robert Stanton, representing the President st today’s ceremony,
applauded the determination and support of The Friends of the Potomac, the basin-wide coaliticn that
nominated the river. “Our waterways connect our cities together and help to restore our rich heritage,”
said Stanton. “Efforts such as this help safeguard our national treasures for future generations to enjoy.”

The Friends of the Potomae will serve as Haison with federal agencies and provide coordination
as local communities and organizations implement projects designed w enhance and restore the river.
For each river designated under the Initiative, a federal employee will be assigned as “river navigator,”
1o help communities identify federal programs and resources to help carry out their projects.

The Interior Department’s Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement {OSM) used
the designation celebration ceremony to announce a $5.9 million FY 1999 gramt for the Appalachian
Clean Streams [nitistive that supports the President’s American Heritage Rivers Initiative, Under the
grant, OSM will provide $150,000 to the Maryland Bureau of Mines to help control polfution from
abandoned coal mines along the North Branch of the Potomac River,

Designations
The designated rivers are:

Potemae River ~the river basin extends over 14,670 square miles in Virginia, Maryland, West Virginia,
and the District of Columbia. It includes 383 miles of the Potomac and major wributaries such as the-
Shenandoah, the South Branch, the North Branch, the Cacapon, Conocoacheague Creek, the Monacacy
River, and the Anacostia River. ‘ -

New River --The 250-mile long New River, which also flows through parts of Virginia and West
Virginia, has wimsssed residential and commetcial developments along segments of its route, and
supporters of the designation are looking for federal help to integrate and guide fzz}thcr development.

Connecticut River - Interior Secretary Babbiit joined officials from Connecticut, Massachuserts, New
Hampshire, and Vermont on July 30 to officially designate and celebrate the selection of the
Connecticut, New England's longest river, is 410 miles long with a diverse watershed encompassing
11,260 square miles,

Blackstone and Weonasquatucket Rivers - flow through 26 communities with more than one million
people before merging to flow into Providence Harbor in Rhode Island.

Willamette River - watershed consists of approximately 11,500 square miles in northwestern Oregon,
The mainstream of the Willamette runs 187 miles through cities such as Eugene, Corvailis, Salem, and



Cuyahoga River -- the river supports one of the most densely populated and industrialized urban areas
in Amwrica. [n 1969, the Cuyahoga River became a stark symbol of water pollution when o1l slicks on
the river caught fire. The burning river became a rallying peint for passage of the Clean Water Act.

Detroit River - the 32 mile-long river links St. Claire, Michigan to Lake Erie and is part of the Great
{.akes/St. Lawrepce Seaway.

Hanalei River -- located on the Island of Kauai, drains a 24 square mile watershed as it descends 16
miles to sea-level, terminating in a brackish estuary which is a nursery habitat for a myriad of
commercially important marine species. ,
Hudson River « the river moves through 1% counties from its source at Lake Tear of the Clouds to the
Verrazano Narrows in New York Harbor, 315 wmiles to the south,

St. Johns Rivers -- the Florida river is 310 miles long and drains approximately 8,700 square miles. It
evolves into a series of connected lakes, and flows north past Orlando to enter the Atlannc Ocean at
Jacksoavzile

The Lower Mississippi River --including the stretch through Memphis, Tennessee and Baton Rouge to
New ereang, »

Upper Miseissippi River -~ from Bemidji, Minnesota to St. Louis.

Rie Grande River -- separating Texas from Mexico, the designation covers the stretch that includes the

cities of El Paso, Laredo, Brownsville, as well as Big Ben National Park, Amistad Nazwzzal Recreaizon
Area, Falcor Reservoir, and Laguna Atascosa.

Upper Susquehanna and Lackuwanna Rivers - of northeastern Pennsylvania fom two of the most

scenie valleys in the country. During the 1800's, the region produced large amounts of coal that helped
fuel the country's emergence as an industnal powet.
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Administration Lists 100 Land Buys Worth

By Joby Warrkk
Wakengpeint Pow Sent! Wamar

In one of the" htﬂﬂt splurges in
public fands. acquisition in vesrs, the
Clinton adrindstration has decided to
foud 4 8328 miliion wish st of improve-
meuats for national parks and wilder
nessex, including a new safe haven for
embattied Yellowstone buffaio and a
§$15 million property purchase aloag
the Appalachian Trad,

T'Ixe projects are among 100 highyné

ority purchases that the White House
- mmsdswcomplete using special funds

W&zﬁmhﬁym’sb&dzﬂ

agreerent, semior adminisiration offi -

cials aaid yesterday. The list covers 35
states and ranges from Civil War battle

fields 1 barrier isiznds on the Atlande
Coast,

The extraordipary aumber of pro-
jects is a2 benanza for sporismen’s
groups and other parks boosters who
have been clamoring for some of the
improvements for years, But unike
past aceptisitions by the White House, it
was not expected 16 generate serivus
Ciroversy, 33 most of the projects are
relatively small and the &nding hay
been approved.

The 100item priority list was (6 be
presented to Congress in 3 lstter today,
st as President Chotos submits &
fiscal 1990 Yudget that will include g
request for anuther $290 miflien in land
purchases,

“This list icludes sress that are
grized nationally sod some little-kmowa
backygrd wonders,” said an administra
Hion offcial "Each mwmw 3 pruzs:lr
opportuaity o 3 pieon
Amencxs saturel and Mistorical legy

mww:madmmm
exrmarked an large wum,

$700 million, for special "high pricrity

scquisitions,” uaing motey from the
{a0d 20d Water Coneervation Fund,
which is fed by royuities from off snd
a8 lesses. About half of the 3700
million will be used 19 cement & pair of
Yighpeofile land acquisition desls ne
gotisted by the White House: 2 buyout
of the proposed Hew World Goid Mine,
near the border of Yellowsione Nation-
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$328 Million

private grove of oldgrowth redwood
trees i California’s Headwaters forest

¢ Among the hig ts of the st .
#3151 midfion gtgh

the last
privately owned sections of the Appaiar
chian Trall Although most of the &
mous hiking trail is on federsd lands,
there Bas been a long-standing push to
secure the eemining privaisly swoed
parcels, mioet of which are in Yirginia,
Maryland, Verment ané Maine,

» 313 millien to buy & safety zone for
Yelowstone Nationx! Pards hison
Nearly haif of the park’s 3,000head
starvation of were shot after wandering
off pariiands. To prevent the ioss of
more animals, He administration >
s to purckase fand or sssemesnts in
te 13.000wre Keysl Tetom Ranch,
which borders the park 1o the sorth,

s 386 wmillion to purchase land and

demolish one of two dams glong Wash. . .|

ington state’s Elwha River. The admine
istrstion intends 1 eventually destroy
both dams to help rebuild the salmon
fishery. )

& 320 milllon to purchase part of New
Mezico's scenic Baca Ranch wiider
nese. This unusual grasslands avea
near Sante Fe is home to one of the
iargest el herds i the country, and
the adevinistration bopes fa eventually
feorporste  the  eoatrs  85.000acre
mm&mm%mw
& forest.

w 3111 milliog to purchase private i
boldings in six Crvil War buttiefields,
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%&W Fredesicksbury and Sw&
sybeanis in Virgiise, Gettpbury in
Pmmmswmmwm‘fm
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ingn in the Cumberfand Island National
Sexshore, 2 barrier isiand off Georgia.
The iskend is home o wild horses, wild
boar xud paathers.

W i3



