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. Tm: POTE"'TIAL OF THE SCIE"CE·RELIGION CONFLI'E"'CE FOR 

A FfEcn:-:G POLIO' A!'lD AIJM):\ISTRAT10N 

Bruce Babbitt 
UHi/l'd SIaUS D<"pUI'lmelll "fthe hl~I',-ior 

The authnr's understanding o/the ftd! scope a/God's c(}\'fnalllajler Ihe Plood, fO,,\it'fher 
~l'ilh :hc sciemmc iI/sights of systems theOl:,", guided him fO implement a new approach in 

. ailmlllisiel-ilfg nationaf l'eSlOfmioll and prolCOIOll policy He is cONvinced thaI fJflemprS by 
Congress f(') dismanl/e such legislmiufI aJ !lie El1aul1sered Species Act of 1973 are founded 
upon fear of the paTen/wi pOtl'er of ,he cmtjullCfiol1 ofspirifllolwlues wirh scientific insig/II, 
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J've been doing some reflection aoout 
wballies allbe intersection bel ween religion 
and science, And I've had to do il in Ihe pres· 
5ur!1.ed atmosphere of conlention. of change, 
of radical proposals coming al us-really un~ 
precedented kinds ~lIIacks upon the Whole 
idea of ~ommunity, 

I am reminded, here in Boston. of P~ul 
Revere, sounding a warning across the land. 
We have our own obligation to sound the 
alarm. When Paul Revere was riding, the 
agreed~upon lantern signal tn Old North 
Church was "One if by land. two if ~Y sea." 
And it occurred to me that. if he were here 
IOnight, he'd Jook up at Old Nonh Chorch 
and he'd be terrorized. He'd see three lan
tern:; burning. because Ihis auack is coming 
by land, by waler-from every side. II's an 
auack upon the whole notion of public lands. 
of any kind of public interest in the land
scape. It's an attempt to repeal the 1972 
Clean Water AC1, all of the wetlands provi~ 

,sions and things that were begun 10 enable: 
us to regain some sense of stewardship over 
the rivers and lakes. 

1 want to contentrate now, for a few 
minutes. on the Endangered Species Act of 
J973, ~ecause it has become Ihe nash·point 
for contention. It is the one law that is stir~ 

ring the most passionale anempts at appeal 
in the United States Congress,. It's been re· 
ally singled out in a very special way. I'd . 
like to reflect on '1"hy that is. and on why I 
think thai the Endangered Speties Ac! be
comes a metaphor, if you will. for the ef
forts we make 10 bridge science and reli
gion, joining them together in a hmnoni~ 
DUS way. 

I have always sensed that the Endan· 
gered SpedesAcl was undergirded by a kind 
of implidt sense of values. of really po.....er
ful. generalized values, I recall an &o-Ex
position in Los Angeles. not long ago, Some
body from my Depanffitnt put up a sheci of 
paper and inVited a group of schoolchildren 
to write on that sheet of paper thelr answers 
to the question. "Why should we save en
dangered species?" 

These were sixth. seventh. and eighth 
graders, giving rheirresponses. and I've writ
ten down some of their answers. One young
s.ter said, "Because God gave us !he ani~ 
mals," :\nolher child, named Travis. said, 
·'BeI.!3USe we love them." A third one an· 
swered, "Because we'll be lonely wilhoul 
Ihem," Another one said. "Because they're 
part of our life. If we did not have I.hem, it 
would not be a complete w~rld," Someone 
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cis.: said. "The Lord put lhem on earth to 
~njoyed. nOI c!e:stroycd." One nnswer 
.y jumped out al me: down at the bot

10m of the page, someone had scrawled juS! 
!hree words: ··8e..:a\.l~e we <,;;;ll1," Now in 
Ihinking aboL.! that. J tllroed to reflect <loom 
the debote going 00 ill the United StJleS 
Congress, bet.:ause Congress does.n't think 
that we (':m. 

The new leadership in the Congress 
beJleves that the Endangered Species Act is 
exdusively a debate about uti\i13rl11n val~ 
ues. NOlhing more. Admiuedly. Ihey de
fine ulilililr1aO fairly broadly: lfa species is 
charbmatit', leI '5 silve it Thai mkes care of 
lions lind tigers. If sorn'! species are g'oOO 
for g:lI))e huntHlg, kl '5 save them-Those 
::.pecies are inVited "ooto the Ark," For 
lhose who like 10 go tishing, they'll save 
the tish-but nor all !ish, mind you, because 
:n the eyes of 1his Congress. most tish Me 
"trash fish." 

Congress has taken it upon Ihemselves 
'r') redefine creation, They're willing to save 

fish you ~o fly-clshing for, or bass fish . 
.. ,g. Or if a plant species might conceiv~ 
ably be a potenlial source of medicines
like the Padllc yew Irel: or the Madagascar 

I'd Iike/o reflect on why I ihink that the 
Endangered Spl!cies Act becomes a meta
phor, ifyou will, for the efforts we make to 
bridge science and religion, joining them 
'together in a harmonious way. 

peri winkie-ihey'll cOtK:ede thol furtherdis~ 
cu:;sion might be warranted for such spe~ 
cies, But there is no other criterion Ihat sug
gests th.at there is any ()tncrobligmioll. And 
theret'ote, they feel that tbeir first tnsk is to 
abolish the Endangered Species Act in· its 
"'I1"esem form. 

I've htld occasion lothink aboul this is
. .)ue of values ond this ulililarinn approuch. 

Jnd I'vc thought back over my own chHd

hood. I grew up in one of the most remMk \ 
,
able pt:lces in Ihis land, a lillIe lown named 
F1Jgs{utf. in northerl\ Arizona, it is nesl!ed 
al the foot of ,\ gH~at b!ue ;nOurltJln that rises 
6.000 feet Obove {he ~own, slr;Hght up out 

of the d..:-sert. if '5 gO! a snow-capped sum

millhm mOM of the lime is obscured in the 

clouds. And as I was gro\\ tng up. 1 (ljways 

had a mystical atlaChrnenl to that mountain. 

1knew il was <1 manifestation of something 

larger lhun physical reali1Y. But in the 

chun:h thut I utlended, the connection was 

never made. 


I went 10 Sunday Mass frol'!l my earli~ 


est memories until I left that town in high 

school, <l!ld Ike never got outside the four 

walb Of The church. There was never u coo

nct.'lion made with 1he landscape, We were 

living in the most mys!ical. evocative land~ 


scape in The world. and the connection just 

wasn'! there, In the religious Imdition that 

1 grew up in-If} that particulor generation , 

and lime Md phasc-our relationship 10 the 


, nMural world wus wilhout voke, The view· 
or this relarionship was a reflection of the 
prevailing utilitarian view of the natural 
world, with its long precedence in philoso

phy ..\nd theology. 
t felt then that I had 

to go to another reli· 
gious imdilion to make 
the conneCtion, ~ow 

the remarkab~e thing 
was that just such a re~ 
ligious Iradit~on WJ$ on 
the other side of that 
Same mountain, it was 
a Hopi Indian friend of . 

mine who, one sumrnl!r, led me by the hand 
out fo {he pueblos. sitttng up on the en~ 
chamed mes,IS. extending off 10 the north. 

It WilS a ~umJlll!r morning in June. the 
kochina d:lllI.;ers were .filing. inlo 'he plaz.a. 
And in the most litl!nd way, he eKplained to 
Ole th.lt these kachiw.ls ;.;oml! from the sum~ 
mit of th'lt .~;lcred n)Quntuin. wheie 'hey are 
the interil1ediary bctWI!t!1l the Divinity and 
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tJ,~ ...\IlJ ~I" J w:I!(i1ed Ihis lItu,11 Ullfcld III 
Ihe pliI'Z;;, J :i'h the powrty In Ihl: lllidSl of 

'fll} own rkh leligiotJs lradilioll, 'I'll,;! con· 
nee! ion wilh :he hmdsc:lpe juS! '.vasn ~[ I here. 
LJ!er in lhe ~tJmmel', my friend look me bnc): 
for (he Snake Dantes. and i saw anolher of 
t!H: ;1ageams in ih!!' Hopi sacred <,yde un
fold in lhe p!c;za. The; prayed fv; rain and 
rele,Hcd the serpems 10 carry the message 
back ir.to a landscape salUrated with sacred 
meaning, 

J began to ,,:'onder whether my only 
cboke was 10 embrace someone else's cuJ~ 
lUre, or whelher I mi,ght ium bad and have 
a sec.:md look 31 my own reHgiou$ln.ldilion, 
Like most of as. whal I did was head back 
10 my own rciigious lmdition, 

The Catholk pliesls who t.au£:hl me were 
not big on having us rummaging mound in 
lhe Bible independently. But being a br~ve. 
(ldn~nloresomc ~ouL 1wenJ bnck and "taTted 
exploring io Genesis. and 1w,,~ immedialcly 
laken by Ihe ac· 
coums of Creal Ion 

"'do~ed the triangle" :!lld bc!)an 10 \Il1Cer· 
~1:\Ild Ihal lhere is a conneclion-lila! this 
landscape :md that great blu~ mouOlain (Jr'c 
s~Kred. llinl il isn't some piece of property, 
lhat !I is God'5 Cremion. . 

Enlishlened by this journey, j've had oc~ 
c.3sion 10 begin 10 think about the meuning 
of the Endangered Species .AC1. and the rea· 
son lilat il is so Ihrea:ening 10 lhose people 
ill their mdical quest to c::ase Ihe an:hilec
lure of proteclion lhm we've built up over 
the decades, as a people, ) began 10 see lhat 
the reason it's 50 lhreatening is precise!y be~ 
cause \I is ~o l?den Wilh spiritUal value. 1 
began to understand that the EndM!?ered 
Species Act really is, ifllenlionally or unin
tentionally, a retleclion of 1he command of 
Genesis, of the covenant of Genesis. It 
speaks of the potenlial of spirlwal values. 

The children who were Writing their 
messages on the board at the Eco·Exp9si· 
lion implidtly under!>tand those spiritual 

In the religious tradition that I grew up dnd Ibe Deluge, 
I'd «lways heard in-in that particular generation and time 
the ralioni.ilization and phase-our relationship /0 the /latl/ral 
lhal God gave do
:11lnlon over the world was without voice. The view ofthis 
Earth 10 human relationship was a reflection of the prevail. 
kind. 

ing utilitarian view of the natural world, Bur then J 
read carefully for with its long precedence in philosophy and 
thc first lime Ihe theology.
account of Ihe 
Deluge. And 1 
rend the familiar pans about Noah being 
commanded 10 take the species, clean and 
unde'an, twO by two, se .... en by seven, ill! of 
Creal ion into the Ark-nor two charismatic 
species, Ito/those waterfowl thai we hunt, 
110t the potential sources of medicine-but 
two by two, oil of Creation, And in reread~ 
ing il. what came through to me finally was 
the covenant at the end that runs between 
God and Noah l1rid his children, But (hat 
COVenl1nt, sealed by the rainbow, also runs 
bel ween God and the Eanh, That's when I 

values. even if the United States Congress 
doesn't, Our task. therefore, is lO begin [0 

appreciate thiH the reason why it is' so 
threatening is thai it represems an incred· 
,ibly powerful conju!1ction of spiri!ual val
ues and science. 

Informed by that conjunction, I began 
to examine my conscience. if you wiH. aoom 
the administration of this Endangered Spe~ 
ties Act. 1 begun to see some really impor~ 
!ant things. I saw thllt my predecessors and 
a \01 of renlly weU~intenlioned scientists and 
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adminisiJ'nlQfS al.:ro:-;s the pas! lWenty years 
have been administering the Endangered 
Species ,A.ct in a manner !h:l( is reJ.!ly de
void of Ihis understnnding 0'1' its spirilu:ll 
values. They hnve !ended 10 intervene one 
~pecies al a ltme, fIQ! seeing the to[1li!y of 
creation. They have man,aged one crisis af· 
ter :.morher. at rhe eleventh hour precisely, 
because tbe scientist,; hadn't had Ihe slimu

Ius of Ihe values Sl31emenl behind the in
junction to prmecl biodiversilY. 

And so. as we began to took at how we 
adminls!er lhe End:mgered Species Act. 
w;llching' bOlh the valu~s and The sdence, 
we came to some surprising cOl1l,:lusions. 
The first really big one was in the Pacific 

I saw that my predecessors and a lot of 
really well-intentioned scientists and ad
ministrators across the past twenty years 
have been administering the Endangered 
Species A ct in a manlier devoid of this 
understanding of its spiritual values. They 
have tended to intenene one species at a 
time, not seeing the totality of creation. 

~orthweSI. where the Spotted Owl had been 
the subject 01 contention for some ten'years 
and had reached an absolute impasse. (be
gan!o see it!H a different way Jsaw it waso't 
about an owl: iI's about lhe setting in which 
the owl lives. The Spotted Owl is a warning 
signal about a systtm in crisis. 

And all of a sudden. with that insight. 
we were Ilbl~ ro step back and see that we 
needed fO erase the lines on the mJp and look 
.at the Cascade Mountains from Puget Sound 
de:v down to San Fr:mdsco Bay_ We needed 
!I) took nOI "t vile bil'd, bur at hlllldl't!tis of 
species, We managed \0 get the scienfists 
together and 10 strip off Iheir j\ldsdkrionol 
badges and look ('lIthe emirt system, infused 
Ulld hopefully int1amed by the value judg~ 

men! Ih:H it is our job 10 protect biodiver· 
Sity. God's Creo!ion. 

Out or' thaI ..'ume an unprecedented 
study, based on the viability of Ihe different 
si'ie..:ies. based on fore::.:r; pr.lcrice. ;md so 
forlh~just looking a1 lhe whole thing a:; a 
SYSICll1 and reassembling it as a sy5lem. from 
lhe Spotted Owl, 10 the Marbled Murrelet, 
to Ihe 11sh spawning in the stream. As an 
;lcr of fahh. we believed thilt in the end {here 
would be room rbr humaoklnd-th,:1t if this 
way of approaching Ihe hmdsc:lpe is J. re
t1et:tion of a larger purpose, then we ar-e :l 

p.ll1 of !hat purpose. 
And that's what this "new look" IS 

aoout. It isn't about cre:lt1n,\; more wilder· 
-ness arens, e.~du~ 

sively. We used 10 do 
thai. That was an in~ 
teresting view of ere· 
ation. but it wasn't 
perfect. because il 
didn't deal with 
jwnUutifY'S place in 
Creation. We can't 
deal with Creation by 
"t'encil1g oil' the back 
fony." We can 'f do 
that, because every
thing relutes. Ulri~ 

m;uely, we're driven 
1O'look ut the whole thing. to. see it whole, 
and then to ask what the morn I injunctions 
are upon liS as a species. to live a little more 
lightly upon thaI 'landscape <tnd to see it 
whole. 

The second conclusion we've reached. 
in watching both the values and the science 
in our adminiSlration ot'lhe Endangered Spe
cies Act, is how to .:ipproacb the Florida Ev. 
erglades. Here was a NUlionul-P"rk wirh d 

fence around it. and il wus collapsing. d~s. 
!cealed. dead. The reasOIl is that Creation 
isn't very susceplibte of being paJ1itioned 
inlo little squares while we say. ··Well. here's 
a representative s;unple of Goo's Creation. 
and we're going to Sl!f it .\side as we lay waste 
10 the fest ot' it." . 
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Tile problem w3sn'1 in Everglades Na
lion.:!! P3rk; the Park Rao,gers had laken gre:;t 
C;\fI:: of it. The problem was IWO hundred 
miles. away 10 lhe nOrlh, ill Lake: 
Okeechobee, The problem was llle water 
:--uppJy: thaI .wery of wmer had been sev· 
en::d by lhe Corps of Engineers, 10 drain the 
~walJ!ps 10 ..:'reille a vast developed area of 
agricuhuJ'e: ,lnd in Ihe process, <Ihe system 
wa~ collapsing, So we were driye~, once 
,lgain, to comider what 
the value issues are 
here, This forced us to 
bling in the Slate of 
Florida, the developers, 
agrku[wre. the WaTer 
Man:lg'cmenl Dislrici. 
sixteen different federal 
agendes. and others. 
This is.sue. uhimalely. 
is "bout how we live on 
lhe landscape, 

The .ecosyslem 
called Florida is all 

There is something beyond a utilitarian 
issue here. It isn'l exclusively aboul 
short lOllS of SlIgar ciwe alld tOilS offish 
calch in Florida 8ay. II's about a larger 
issue called "humility in front ofGod's 
Creation." And when that comes 10

gether wilh Ihe scientific cOllcepts, the 
possibilities are enormous. 

connecled. Ultimately. our job of reSlOra· 
lion and prolection entered every facet of life 
!n Ihe whole community. and we had to find 
some way 10 Slitch Th;]l hydrological system 
back together. We are on the road to gelling 
Ihul done. notwithstanding what's going on 
in W:is.hinglon. People in Florida seem to 
have an intuitive appreciation for lhe right
ness of this ?lay of doing it. 

I've got to say again and again that Iheir 
sense of the rightness is a combination of my 
ability 10 persuade lhem that biodiversity is a 
\'alid scientific concept and, more imponanlly, 
of their ow'n internaJ spiritual values. They 
understond and believe the injunction of Gen. 
esis, They understand Ihal there is something 
bCYOlld a utiljtarian issue here. It isn't exduw 

s!vtly about short tons of sugar cane and tons 
offish catch in Florida Bay.. lI's about a larger 
issue called "humility in front of God's Cre
ation:: How powerful an idelllhal it! It '5 not 
just <,;n idea-it's a reality! 'And when thai 
comes together with the scientific concepts. 
lhe possibilities are enonnous. 

This is llle big realization lhal has, can
rrm\ted me. in terms of polity, I'm i:1crens
ingly cenain Ihat the reason thi::. law is such 
:l !l:J.Sh·PCHnI is pw:isely because Ihe people 
who are out 10 de~mQy ullihal we've cremed 
unfler!-\and thai Ihis is "The Big One," be
cause il is so laden V.'llh splritual vulues. It 
drives them absolulely crazy. 

1'11 give jw;.t one example of thaI. A 
couple of weeks u£o. a number of your 

Churches wrote letters to the Congress, muk~ 
ing Ihis point. in your respecllve! ways. about 
values. Those leuers were offered into the 
record of the House Natural Resources Com· 
millee. This is routinely done. They're al
ways accepted. The Chainnan of the Com
mittee refused your letters. He would nol 
allow them into the record. 

That. to me. is a statement that the new 
leaders of Congress undersland the power 
of the confluence of these two streams of 
science and religion. and of our place and 
our role-nof regarding Ollr property. but re
garding God's Creation. And so I urge you 
to continue to fmd the places where the lribu
laries of science and religion flow together 
and creale a mainstream. Ultim3leiy. lhe p0

litical process is domin~led by and deler
mined by values. 
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Bruce Babbitt was the Governor of Arizona from 1977 fiJI 1987. After praciicing law 
for a number of years in the Washington, D.C. Brea. in 1993 he was appointed by 
President Bill Clinton to be the Secretary of the Department of the Imerior, a position 
he ,'lolds loday, 

After graduating from the UniverSity of Notre Dame with a B.A in geology, lie earned 
an M S, degree In geophySics (rom me University of Newcastle, England, He then 
lumed to the study o/Iaw, earning an L.LB, degree from Harvard Law School, 

Secretary Babbitt's tenure as Secretary of the interior is marked by important initia
tives in administrative policy: farge-scale, consensus-based environmental restora· 
tion projects with an awareness of ecosystem dynamics, He describes' the evolu
tion of this approach in his essay here, which he gave as the keynote address at a 
confe;vence in November 1995. entitled ~Con5umption, Population & the Environ· 
ment Religion & Science Envision Equity for an Alrered Creation, ': the conference 
was presented by the BOSlon Theologicai Inslitute logelher with the American Asso, 
ciation for the Advancement of Science. 
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"Between the flood and the rainbow· 

OUR COVENANT. TC PROTECT THE WHOLE OF CREATION 


A wolf's green eyes, a sacred blue mountain t the words from 
Genesis. ~d th&-Answers of children all reveal the religious
values manifest in t.he 1973 Endangered Species 'Act. 

Feb 13, 1996 in St. Louie 

Remarks of U.S~ Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt 
Before the National Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council 

I began 1995 with one of the more me~orabl~ events of my 
lifetime. It took place in the heart of Yellowstor.e National 
Park, du~ing the first week of January, a tires when a layer ~f 
deep, pure s~ow blanketed the first protected landscape in 
America. But for all it's beauty, over the past 60 years this 
landscape had been an incomplete ecosystem; by the 193Qs, 
goverr"'.JTIent -paid h',mters had systematically eradicated the 
predator at -che top of the food chai:l: the Arr.erican grey wolf. 

I was there on tha~ day, knee deep in the snow, because I 
had been given the honor of carrying the first wolves back into 
that landscape. Through the work of conservation laws, I was 
there to restore the natural cycle, to make Yellowstone co~plete. 

The first wolf was an Alpha female, and after r set her down 
in the transition area, where she would later mate and bear wild 
pups, I looked through the grate into the green eyes of this 
magnificent creature. within this 5pectac~lar landscape. and was 
prefound:y reeved by the elevating nature of America's 
conservation laws: laws with the power to wake c~eation whole. 

I then returr.ed to Washington," where a new Congress was 
being sworn ~nto office, and witnessed power of a differenc kind. 

Attack on water, land, creatures 

First I witnessed an attack on our national lands. an all~ 
out atterr,pt to abolish our American tradition of public places - ~ 
whether national parks forests, historic sites, wildlifet 

~efuges, and recreation areas. Look quickly about you, name your 
favorite place: a beach in New York harbor; the Appomattox 
Courtho~se; the great western ski areas; the caribou refuge in 
the Arctic; or the pristine waters off the Florida Keys. For each 
'of these: places is at risk. Last month in the Denver~. the 
Chairman of the House Subcommittee on Public Lands estiwated that 
.his corow.ittee may have to close more than 100 of che ?ark 
Service's 369 units. In these ,times, it seems that no part of our 
history or our natural heritage is sufficiently important to 
protect and preserve for the benefit of all Americans. 

'Next I witnessed an attack that targets the ~9?2 Clean Water 
Act, the most successful of all our environmental laws. Until 
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that. Act passed, slaugh-:erhouses, pulp mills and :actories :ron~ 
Boise to Boston ::0 ,Baton Rouge spewed raw waste into our 
waterfronts. Yet 23 years lacer, as I visited America's cities, 1, 
saw that Act resto~ing those rivers, breathing new life into 
once-dead waters.- I saw people gather on clean banks to fish, 
sail, swim, eat and~live. I saw chat, as the Act helps cities 
restore our waters. these waCers restore our cities the~selves. 
k~d then I saw Co~gres9 rushing to tear that ACt apart. 

But finallYI ~ore than any of our environmental laws, the 
Act they have most aggressively singled out for elimination ~. 
one that made YellOwstone complete ~~ is the 1973 Endangered 
Species Act. 

Never mind that this Act is working, having saved 99 percent 
of all listed species; never mind that it effectively protects 
hundreds of plants and animals, from grizzly bears to whooping 
cranes to greenback cut:hroat trout; never mind that ic is doing 
so while costing each Americar. ~6 cents per year. 

For the new Congress -- while allowing for the above 
charismati:: soecies, plus a dozen other species good for huntir.g 
a~d fishin3. plus, just for gcod measure I the bald eagle ~~ can 
find absolutely no reason to protect all species in general. 

Who cares, they ask, if the spotted owl goes extinct? We 
wonlt reiss it. or, for that matter. the ~exas blind salamander or 
the kangaroo. rat. And that goes double for the fairy shri~p, the 
burying beetle. the Delphi sands flower-loving fly and the virgin 
spine dace! If they get in our way, if humans drive some 
creatures to extinction, well, that's just too bad. 

Over the'past year that is, I think, a :airly accurate 
su~ry of how the new majority in Congress has expressed i~s 
opinion of the Endangered Species Act. 

The values of children 

They are not. however. the only ~~rican9 who have expressed 
an opinion on 'this issue. 

Recently I read an account of a Los Angeles It 8co-Expo 11 last 
April, where children were invited to write down their ans~ers to 
the basic question: "Why save endangered species?" 

One child, Gabriel, answered, "Because God gave us the 
animals." 

Travis and Gina wrote, IlBecause we love them." 
A third answered, lIBecause we'll be lonely without them." 
Still another wrote, "Because chey're a part of our life. If 

we didn't have them. it wo-.:ld not be a corr,plete world. The Lord 
put: them on earth to be enjoyed, not destroyed.", 
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Now, in my lifetime I have heard ~any, many political, 
agr~cult~ral, scientific, medical and ecoloaical ~easons for 
saving endangered species. I have in :acc hired biologists and 
ecologists for juSt that purpose. A:l thei~ reasons have to do 
with provtding ~an$ with potentia: cures for disease, or 
yieldi::t9' hurnans new ~strains of drought ~ resistant crops, or 
offering humans bioremediation of oil spil:s, or thousands of 
,other Justifications of why species are useful to h'..l:nar..s. 

But none of their reaSons moved me like the children's. 

For these children are speaking and writing in plain words a 
complex notion that has either been 10s=, or forgotten, or r.eve~ 
learned ·by some.~ernbers of Congress, and indeed by na~y of us . 

. The children are exp:::essing the, moral and spiritual 
imperat:ivl! that there may be a higher purpose inhere:::.t in 
creation, demanding our respect and our stewardship quite apart 
from whether a parcicular species is or ever will be of material 
use to ~nkind. They see in creation what our adult political
leaders refuse to acknowledge. They express an answer that can be 
reduced to one word: values. 

My religious experience in churoh 

I remember when I was their age, a child growing up in a 
small town in Northern Arizona . .:: happen to have learned my 
religious values through the Cat~olic Church, which introduced xe 
to an encompassing theology, a sense of ordered moral purpose, 
and ex~~les of love, mercy, and healing. These iaspire me still. 

But as with all the great Western wisdom, traditions, a~d 
disciplines, the voice of orga~ized religion in its way, like the 
sciences and humanities in their ways, seemed to me largely 
silent on behalf of the natural world, relegating it to a kind of 
secondary status. Nature is here. it's lovely, it's a ~esource. 
But. as anything intrinsically and fundamentally sacred, and 
therefore binding us morally to its protection ... I heard :'ittle 
of that i~ my education. 

Teachings may have been there. Indeed they were there, and 
are here, available to us all. God calls us to stewardship in 
Genesis~ God enters into covenant: with all Creation, not: just 
humankind under the rainbow following the great Flood. The Psalm 
proclai:ns 

t 

that "The Earth is the :'ord's" But i:1 my childhood. or 
as a yeung man, I did not hear this nessage steadily proclaimed 
as a central message of organized rS,ligion. And perhaps I did not 
search it out enough myself. 

Yet, outside that church I always had a nagging instinct 
that· the vast landscape ~ soxehow sacred I and holy, and 
connected to me in a se~se that my ca'.::echism ig:lored. 
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A Sacred Blue Mountain 

At the edge of my horee ~ow~ a great blue mountai~ ca:led t~e 
San F::::ancisco Peaks soars up out of 'Ghe desert to a snowy sumrr.iC, 
snagging ciouds~n ~ts ~rest, changing color with ~he seasons. It 
was always a myst:::..ccV, evoca'.::::..ve presence in our daily lives. To 
me ~hat mountain, named by Spanish missionaries for Saint 
Francis, remains a manifestation· of the presence of our Creator. . . 

On the opposite side 0: the blue mountain, in small pueblos 
on the high mesas that stretch away toward the north, lived the 
Hopi I~dian9. And it was a young Hopi friend who taught me that' 
the blue mountain was, truly, a sacred place. 

OLe Sunday morning in June he led ree out to the ~esa top 
vil~ages where ! watched as ~he Kachina filed into the plaza.
arrlving from the snowy heights of the mountain j bringing 
blessings from another world. 

Another time he took me to, the ceremonials where the priests 
of the snake clan chanted for rain and then released live 
rattlesnakes to carry their prayers to the spirits deep within 
the earth. 

~ater I went with him to a bubbling spring. deep in the 
Grand Canyon, lined with pahoes - - the prayer !:eathers "- whe.::e 
his ancestors were believed to have emerged from another world to 
populate this earch. 

By the end of ,that summer I carne to believe, deeply and 
irrevocably. that the land, and th~t blue mountain, and all the 
plants and animals in the natural world are together a direct 
reflection of divinity, that creation is a plan of God, and I 
saw, in the words of Emerson, "the visible as proceeding from the 
invisible. 11 

Genesis and the Deluge 

That awakening ~ade me acutely aware of a vacancy a~idst my 
own rich religious understanding, and what seemed to me a very 
muted voice from our religious community. It did not. seem fitting 
for me to embrace a borrowed pagan culture. I felt I had to turn 
back and have a second look at ~y own tradition and legacy! and 
discover, or recover, in my own heart and understanding, the 
vision and support for my belief in the sanctity of the na~~ral 
world/ the sacredness of that blue mountain. 

This has led me into a deep re.ligious inquiry, and one in 
which I increasingly see I am not alone. 

There are those industrial apologists whot when asked about 
Judea-Christian values relating to the enviro~4nent.' reply that 
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~he naterial world, including ~he environment, is just an 
lncidenta~ fact, a backd~op, with no particular imperative 
~r.at to b,~ faithful to the Creator we mus:: care for the Creation. 

They -see itl..-the first verses of Ge:1€:sis a ki;-,d of Catalog'l.le 

of Commodities ~~ land, waters, fish·, birds l and swarming 

creatures ~- over which we can :eel free to exercise a form of 

"dominion" governed entirely by what they choose to define.as 

basic te, human need or desire, to whatever end, in whatever 

manner, under no moral code or sanction. 


We find out differently in the Flood, as they should read a 
few verses on. We discover that we really did profane the Garde:!, 
a!ld that there really are consequences he:::-e for what scripture 
chooses to designate quite simply as "s:"n. It 

Bue the account of the Del~ge is not one' of pun~9hment 
alone, It conveys the most comprehensive and intimate message 
.about Life here on Earth. and what Earth means to God and how God 
chooses to love it, to enter into Covenant for its protection, 
and by so doing afferi~g us both moral guidance and spiritual 
inspiration. 

Noah was of course commanded to take into the ark two by two 
and seven by seven every living thing in creation, the clean and 
the unclean. Our Creator did not specify that Noah should limit 
the ark to two charismatic species, two good for hunting, two 
species that might provide some cure down the road l and, say, two 
that draw crowds to the city zoo. 

No, He specified the whole of creatioil.,And when the waters 

receded, and the dove flew off to dry land, God set all the 

creatures free, commanding them to multiply upon the earth. 


Then, in the words of the covenant with Noah, nwhen the 

rainbow appears in the clouds, ~ will see it and re~ewDer the 

everlasting covenant, between me and all living things on earth." 


~~d listen to how Creation is described thereafter in 

Psalr.ts: "The pastures of the wilde.:;'ness drip, the hills gird 

themselves with joy, the meadows clothe themselves with flocka, 

the valleys deck themselves with grai~, they shout and sigh 

together with joy. II 


Centuries later we sing. "purple mountains' majesty" and 
"amber waves of grain. It It is not so far a reach, it turas out, 
for me and for all of us, to experience a feeling of homecoming 
here. As a prodigal people, I believe we can" rediscover how 
familiar, if once forgotten, it is to regard our r~ligious ,faith, 
~he natural world, and our national vision as 80 intrinsically 
intertwined. A Homecoming I at last. 
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Are we al(me in this thought? 

This is, of course, my own personal interpretat.ion of the 
Bible, based on my own perso~al experience. I can only speak for 
myself. - _ 

Al t.hough , wheneve~ I confront some of these anti 
e:wironmer:tal bills that are routinely introduced. bills 
sometimes openly writte~ by industrial lobbyists, bills that 
systematically eviscerate the Endangered Species Act, I take 
refuge and inspiration from the simple written answers of those 
children at the Los Angeles expo. 

But I sometimes wonder if chi~dren are the only ones who 
express religious values when talking about endangered species. I 
wonder if anyone else in America is trying to restore an ou~ce of 
humility to mankind, reminding our political leaders tha~ tr.e 
earth is a sacred preci~ctf designed by and for the purposes of 
the Creator. 

I got my answer last month. 

I read letter after letter from five different religious 
orders, representi::g tens of millio:!s cf churchgoers, all 
opposing it House bill to weaken the Endangered Species Act. They 
opposed it not for technical or scientific or agricultura: or 
medicinal reasons, but for spiritual reasons. 

And r was moved not only by how such diverse faiths could' 
reach so pure an agreement against this bill, but by the comrnon 
language and terms with which chey opposed it, language that 
echoed the voices of the children: 

Or.e letter/ from the Presbyterian Church. said:flContemporary 
moral issues are related to our understanding of nature and 
humanity's place in them. II 

The Reform Hebrew Congregation wrote: !lOur tradition teaches 
us that the earth and all of its creatures are the work ar.d the 
possessions of the Creator.!! 

And the Mennonite Church wrote: "We need to hear and obey 
the corrznand of our Creator who instructed us "to be stewards of 
God's creation. ,I' 

A Great Awakening 

And suddenly, at that moment, I began to understand exactly 
why scme reembers of Congress react with such unrestrained fear 
and· loathing towards the Enda~gered Species Act. I understood why 
chey' tried to ban all those letters from the congressional 
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record. I ~nderstood why they are so deeply disturbed by the 

prospect of religious values entering the national debate. 


For if they heard that command of our Creator, if they truly
listened Cb His~structions to be responsible stewards,' then 
their entire framewQrk of human racionalizations for tearing 
apart the Act comes to nought. 

But as I began to look further, I saw the strength 'and the 

words and the direction of religious thoughc today goes both 

deeper and further than the End~ngered Species Act. 


As I spoke with congregatio~s aro~nd the country, with 
.:eaders of the churches I began to see something stirring a.cross 
the AA,erican landscape in every single cOIn:rmni::y. 

You hear me struggling to evoke what, ::: am increasingly 
discovering as I have traveled around the coun~ry this past year: 
A Great Awakening. 

The ~~erican religious community -~ convinced of scientific 
evidence and consenSU5~ and acting across a remarkable spectrum 
of faith groups -- is arraying its ancient and authoritative 
teachings for action in response to the crisis Of planetary 
anvi ronment . 

Where once it may have been more muted. the religious voice 
is seeking to uplift our vision on this issue, to be guided by 
rr.oral standards in defense of the commons and the corrmon good, to 
inspect or acknowledge our habits of wastefulness and to change
chern, and to link indissolubly the cause of equity and 
enviro~ent, and the well~being of habitat and humankind. 

This is not, as one participa:1t put iti t~The Envit:onmental 
Movement at Prayer." Nor is i!:, .: can assure you, an adjunc: to 
this administration. Far from it. a!'!d long beyo::d it or a::y 
Congress. I have encountered it as scholarly and deliberate, 
acting frc:m reflection, not reflex. Its roots are in Genesis, not 
Earth Day. It is the religious cowmunity being'religious. 

It is happening at the highest levels of governance as when the 
"leaders of all. branches of Arr,erican Judaism collectively state: 

liThe ecological crisis hovers over all Jewish concerns, for 
the threat is global, advancing, and ultimately jeopardizes 
ecological balance and the quality of life. It'is 
imperative, chen. that enviror~ental issues also beccne an 
immediate. ongoing and pressing concern for our co:nmunity." 

Breaking Ground from Grass Roots 
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This Great Awakening is breaking ground fro~ the g~assi~st 

of grass roots, in congr~gations of all denominat:ions fror:l a},l 

parts of che cour.try. 


Chil~en f~ the ~~inline Refor~ Temple in Wynnewood, PA 

have pain~ed fish on sewers co discourage dumping where it 

threatens the purity of local waters. 


. k~d I was touched to hear the story of Christ the Good 
Shepherd Orchoc.ox Church here' in St. Louis, where once, in 
celebration of Epiphany I services were held on the banks of the 
Mississippi. A sacred cloth wou:d be ~hrown into the waters, and 
children would swim out to retrieve it, symbolizing joy in 
creation aJ~d stewardship. But now the waters are too dirty for 
the ch':"ldI"en, and t:hs cloth is retrieved by a string. For t::'e 
moment I WE, must be that: string, holding fast to the sanctity of 
God's river, eve!'! as we work to restore it, so we can watch the 

. children swim 'once again in its waters, on Epiphany. 

! conclude here ton.ight by affirming that those religious 
values re~in at the hea~t of the Endangered Species Act and at 
the core of our conservation laws as a whole; that they make 
themselves manifest through the green eyes of the grey wolf, 
through the call of the whooping crane. through the splash of the 
Pacific salmon, through the voices of America's children. 

We are living between the flood and the rainbow! between the 
threats to creatio~ on the one side and God's covenant to protec~ 
life on the other. 

Why Hhould we save endangered species? 

Let us answer t.his question wi t.h one voice. the voice of the 
child at that expo, who scrawled her answer at the very bo::tom of 
the sheet~ 

«Because we can. If 
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l!ut til\' l';;llt,·\ ":::i(, !.,:'.,' "~:;',"' .j". 
lib"",(ki.,' I'''::.' 'f;.'ll "1 Iadt·!: I', ";"<lpn" 
h.-:)tt; "S!, P ,~\l!,' ft:'IIMrf.. ;lhoq ( f.i 1I1~,-1I' 
;(1).1 tilt" nilll"r :qlO"tlc'~ h~-i!1!!'. '10{,I, Ii" 
Chn~l\ "tho'" 'I';h tllt'ant W dr..\\" thl.' 
t:Otl t r.1~t \\ {,n : he ~.a! 19ht'"\., ",ltd ' .. !f"at ' 
i'll'ied. It W;l.,'i J rem,HI.: hom QiinmJi:, 
1;- ",hI.''' :'at:ed \nth God', pr1\II:T mer 
ilur I!n:~, COIHf,;:y to the protests 
J~:;I.l:;~: J\l~l;t'e SC,,!i~'5 ~pee,"h. J rIO" 
5ponsib!t! use ri judicial rf'JSCning, J.'i 

we:l a~ iOteHe:tual ",bJectiY,\,', would 
seem to require 5l\Cn humi!ity:' a 

. I 
I 
I Saint watching 

rt is mv bign regard for d~s.t 


that bongs me here. 

\\'rappelin todav's news, 

the uncomfortable discover ... 

of mv latest m31Ulificent defeats, 

I see'lt a language 

bam outside time. 


1want to See through ever;.-thing, 

c<ltch hea....en's angels 

chewing the fat 

watch the :md side 

of the terre!.triai machine 

slam shut for the night. 

The Saints have seen such things, 


1must persuade myself to rejoice 

no matter how tangled 

[ become in prayer. 

I must stud\' the faces of Saints, 

le<lrn the hi5tOrv ",'litten there. 

Dare I memoriZe their lush 

dnd perfect urges? 


Their grace dutterS everything, 
the wonders of D!'iA and P"""t'r, 

\ o!llptUQHS m·editations. . 

the hlstOr:-' ofold age, 

the ~acred dlflmesS 

;ultl [he I,\\steriou~ dance. 

Dart' ! bire Ht their het-ls:" 


t tell m\'bodne.~. T!w wul :0110W\, 


l'hc id'pl'.,y~ fnr mercy. 

,\11 at HUrt' 111\1 ,~'lhetlml.:io!lS 

hf.'0m dn-;;m'iul! \\id\llllf II lId. 


"Ill ,";,\illt wal< hin~ ;l\!,lin, 

jl(];I~itl i1l!! HI: " ,I rill I! II 'i r ~I r,m:!,' 

,;lId p!'<l11·ah!,· ~;jl~d",,!. 
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Stewanls of creation 
by 8mce Bnb/)itt . 

J
L''iT Q\'EP,:1 d~·(;J.de "go 1 took 
InV son hiking in th'e White 

, ~{o(.ntwns of western Arizona. [ 
rt:member in particu!ol,r that he 

as-Ked" chdd's q'J.t:'stlon: "Dad, are 
there woh es } ..iu2; here?" 

As a partial answer, I ldter read 
him (he mo\"ing passage about ;\ri· 
zona in A Sand COtUIt!! Almanac 
which describes how the author, like 
other federal.le;ents at that time, had 
shot one of the last remaining wolf 
paCkS. His action was part ofa nation
al eradication poticy in the early years 
of thls century. based on the assump
tion that ~because fewer wolves 
meant more deer, no wolves would 
mean a hunten' paradise,~ But Aldo 
Leopold experienced a convem'on 
after he 

reached the wolfin time to watch a 
fierce green fire dying in her eyes, 
I realized then. and have known 
ever since, that there was some~ 
thing new to me in those eyes, 
something known on!y to her and 
to the mountain.. , , r now suspect 
that just as a deer herd lives: in 
cnortal fear of its 'W"Oives, so does a 
mountain live in mortal fear of its 
deer. 

On another occasion, one mom~ 
lng in January 1995 In the heart of 
Yellowstone Sational Park, I stood 
kne!;,-det'p :n snow ~hat blanketed 
the' ':lrs! [H0tedetl landscape in 
America, As: interior secretarv I was 
helpin~ to carty the Htst jl;ray:wolves 
h;.d, intI) thut landscape, rwas there 
to re~rore the natur.ll cycle, to help 
Illah, \,~:lIow .. tone complete, Tht' 
fint wolf wa ...m Alpha female, and 
lIth'r I ~(·t h.·f drl\vn ill the transition 
aWl!, will'rl' ~llt: """Hid I,.tef rrlntf" ant! 
h!'afwjJ{! Pili", lio"I.:<'d throl1gh lilt' 
\.!f;llt' iulu Ilw"'\'I" pI' thh !tl;lo.!;lIifi. 

I"'HI ",,":llnn': 11,,,1 ,;!W ih.. ~n't'll 
lin' 11,111' Hp-.I lih !o!i>II'.!;ht f',)l,l 1>\ 

.\meric.. '~ l'onH:!"\'ation L1W~, with 
the- power to help restore Cud's 'cre
J.tion, 

Bet"veel': those r,..'c e\eots, 'ieparat~ 
ed bv nearlv a centufv there aWQke in 
.-\~H;rica a profol:nd 'n'ew o;ense of :1a. 
tional s-tew.udshlP, .II shirt that has 
been embodied in our most impor.mt 
(or.servatior. law: the 1973 Endan
gered ~pecies Act. 

I then returned to \Vashington 
where a newly elected Congress was 
armed \v1th an agenda that was both 
hostile to God's creation and deter
mined to dismantle the very legal 
tools.--espedaity the Endangered 
Species Act-that allow w to restore ..that creation, 

These !e~s!ators claim that God 
gave Adam and his descendants "co
minion" over creation with instmc
tions to "subdue" it as thev see nt Thus' 
absolved of responsibility, leaders in 
Congress maintain that DDT wsnould 
not have been banned~ because it 
"drove up the cost of doing bwmfi'ss"; 
that -150 national paries of the some 
368 need t" be dropred"; and that the 
Environmental Protection Agency is 
"the Ctstapo of govemment.- \Vbere
upon they qUiedy proceed to intro
duce bills that would dismantle la~ 
like the Endangered Spedes Act and 
the 19i2 Clean Water Act, 

\Vhatever our differences on spc. 
cHIC matters (jf policy, many of these 
le3clers shuw a dtcp and pe,......;<sivc 
hostiiitv l;ot only to the emirooment 
but to the \'a!lle~ expte!St'd b,v Amen· 
ds re!igious people. both those if' the 
church hierarchy Jnd tho~e spe .. Hng 
from the pews, 

For c\J;mple, this' p,,>t October 

BnJc!' BabbItt is C,S, feCr(taroj ,'Itil( ill
ledllr lind 11 jonnff' .!!,,(,'nwr ,1.-\n' 
:mlll, TIIi~ mtir(t- it millpit'd 1;·''''1 (/>1 

mlt!n'\~ he ~(In' 'II April 'II th:' IPI>Hl'd 

,', ''In'lIf(:''( If :Iu' ,h",dflj, d ['{!'( 1."1 

/',','" IlI!d i>! ,\/, 'H, • \";' ,,'" 
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\1, d""h" 1'1;'" " i', \!""IO""I<' 
,<II I k~\: ,II 1,>1: Ii •.. 11 \\ fO <t.' !, lh 'I' • 'I" 
,,,q)I'-! \ \,111 ·;<1<'11>1. d'"~", !1I,!,i.· dw 
I>d.IlI'';'''''ll :-'Pl,,'l;" _\t'!. TIl!': ('p" 

.H,w,l il 11"1 I;I( r(·d!llt,,:~d, ,<:i,'nWl!.:, 
,1l.!ri",'ultl1J\d ,Of IIw..Hdu;d r~'a'Olj~, llilt 
fOf '1'lri(Wd f!'a~on'S, Tht:st' i<'t~~rs 
\\','n: \1!!)1I1~tt,:d to !I", cn:cretl i:t the 
Cql!rt"'V'H"! 1;"\'1)(d, J ruqlinl' :lHd 
alt':mt lI)\'a~i,lb!\' II\}[HH(:{! n'll1;("t. 

Iht Ihe S!HI1tt1;tt~·...· i,;hillrt;IU'n at lint 

rcFIJ,NI to JdnHt d\l~ h:ttt'rs: 
()[1,:: lIft'.'r !,LI""t ()\fH their 
l'xchl)tt)jj \\l'l(;' th::v u;rud<t
inlll\' "Ik:wed Whl~t ~Ias ,;0 
po'Ii't:Clllly ,1.m~CrQIlS About 
the letters? To findmlt, [ob· 
tained copies .lnd read 
them, 

Said ooe: "Our tradition 
teaches 1:5 th;lt the earth and 
all, of its creatures are the 
.....'ork and the possessions of 
·the Creator," Another: "We 
need to heal' and obev the 
command of our Cn;ator who in~ 
structed us to be stewards of God's 
creation," 

In January, after the Evangelical 
~,nvironmental ~etwork unveiled a 
J.tionwide campaign :0 ~upport the 

Endangered SpeCies Act as "the 
~oah's ark of our day" and warn tl<.at a 
htllln Congress might weU sink It, the 
network's supporters were sudd~nly 
rebuked as ie~s than hone~L Accusing 
these evangelicals in an open ;etter of 
"using the pulpit to mislead people." 
House leaders criticized them: "A.s re.
ligious people, ~ou have a high ob!iga~ 
tion to seek the truth, cyen in the flO'" 
utica! arena," 

ut e\'et'\ if Congress keeps you offBCapitol Hi!t even If its members 
force ~'Ou to wait behind a long line of 
corporate lobbyisu who are clutehing 
their due bills after finanCing the pre.. 
\10U$ congressional election, you may 
find. as I did, that the only political 
arenJ. that marten is out In the Amcrl~ 
can landscape, far from W~shjngton, 

A yedf ago I truvclt:d beyond the 
bdt\qn- to ~ee how the re?t of America 
Celt ;l~)\lt bills to dose national parks, 

'pe.u5tormwater trealment and per· 
it the ('\tinctlon of \pecies" Here are 

a few e\amples of \\hat ! found: 

• \) ,\ 1"" \,.,~.-;" 1'." 1"'1'" :,.[ 
'1"111".: I, .,,<iI'.I. "I, ioll,ll, II ,I' " dt' 
,11,,·,1 t., ',' Ill" ,111'1\ .'1' I" ,i", '111"<[:' ,II 

'\\ II_I "n,' "I"LII'':' I ,', I 'f"" I. ," ' ( "" 
..·hil,;, \ :.oIlflt·L ,.,"i. '11"('dlh,' (:",1 
~,I\V II' til!' ,1Ilim,d,," Tra\i~ .L!td (;iu;1 

\\futt', "Bet'''!!'!' "I' Iq~,' tln·III." ,\11_ 

')tl1...·r ',\ll~wt'rl·(I. "lll'ca'I\\' \~(;-'{I h,· 
IOIll'I,\' w\rhol{t tlll'Ul," Still :,:lOtb'r 
wrotl;", "Rl'l'a\l'i~ t!\t'v'[t, a ;)art prlHI; 

lii'L" Ihit.' diun't 11<1\'t; t~ll't;l, if \\-oliid 
flot bl;;";t ~'r1nlpldC' \n:rld, Till' Lnrd 

Conservalion 
did not 
begin WI 

a partisan 
issue. 
It began 
a. a 
covenant 
with God. 

pnt tiW!)\ "II <:':Ir:h to Il,! 
(;"jO\(~d, not de-' 
strmed. 
.o'n thl;;' Iqnk~ 0:' :he 
St. Johm !liq:r in Jack· 
sO:l\.il!e, Florida, a fish
erman s..ld we neEd ~o 
restore the flyer for 
recre;,;tion. a civic sci
entist said we need to 
have drinkable wate!, 
an en,-iro-nmentalist 

'laid we need dean 
streams for waterfowl 

and wildlife, and a restaurateur said 
we need a dear waterfront tiS a mag
net tO'draw pe<>ple and bluiness. But 
then a minister rose and ~d. beyond 
all those reasons, we nero to restore 

:I" I I', I I., ~ .,', ,,' ( ",.I :.: .',' :'. '" 

" r. " I''':: 
• I)I! Ib,' I'."I~' "I' tb· t-;:'-H:llt b fI'''1 
i'l Fnmkl;u: ,I ~l\lIlp ;,~-(I"~IHr', 1',11
"!)~'. '''.It·ltt'l' ,lIul '-'.il·l<tht, ~-Hn\'-H",j 
til -hart" '. L'!l~IH'rl!; \\-,' ha;(· ,\ I(H,r:ti 
:,Itb.:;,tlioll. :hl'Y .,tid. to h,-" 'h'w<l(!l, "I 
111,- :;(u(: ,cld ih 'I':lt,-n. \\'Iwn I Huh"! 
I:h.: '1I1Il:-- ut' tlll'lf ;oict'\ :t \\,UUH 

d,\;n<!d ilL "\\',.[1. \If. S«l'h't<tfY. ;WI 

W1' i:1 t~:t' B,bl" 8elt'" If \0, tit;'!! j",lt 
'-Il~'n:llp:"~<b d,... (;Htire lutiolL For in 

<;.l-Cll ,:b'! t;;(\t>!t>J to . .\'orth, Squ:h. 
[:lit Qr \\'es(. 1'heard:1 Eumliar ~piri
lu~ ans.....er. 
• On a cloud;:. ;nndswept mornin;z In 

Portbnd, religIOUS groups helped 
piant native \\ill0\4" and Oregon gr..pe 
10 restore the stteambank of Fanno 
Creek. 
• At the ~ew Waverly Baptist Church 
in West Dallas. cong:regants discov. 
eree the disastrous health effects a 
nearby lead smelting plant \\o~ ha"ing 
on neighborhood families. They suc
ceeded in h:r.ing: the plant closed and 
have since convinced. the city to estab
lish a health clinic in the ch~rch base
ment. 

CongratuiatlOllS to the Century writers named 

1995 award winne.. by tho Assodated Church Press . 


AWARD OFEXCELLENCE 

Mor1lnE.Mwty 
Magazine Department 

,. M.E N.Q'· 

AWARDS OF MERIT 

Robin Kkly and Todd SU.n 
Editorial Courage 


..lustict ameng Ihi! generations"' 

October 25 


Vigrn Guroian 
Critical ReVleW 

"Dancing a{onf-
OUI ofsup with Orthodox)'" 

June7·!J. 

PItDmJ. HIUI", 
Special Topic: Poverty 
"Where childrrn work" 

AprilS 

Harriet Richir 
Dev-otiQnaVlnspirational 

and Seasonal Piece 
"He 'd comt here" 

December 13 

,)01 



•.\t tn:: FqH Cirdv H')II'c <,t- Pr,ner 
in Pon Hllrtlll, \lichi<l ..IL .t ~nljjr "1' 
l\qr,~ hft)Il'.!h, !'»c;t·dlcT IHo:l1\b."r' 111 

tht: ~QnW\l tr,:t:,· Irl I<::<m 110\\ to c.1l!ltrni 
in\ ,l~;\ e pests il; urdt'r to prD!e<..c ::x.. d 
Hetlands. 

The fool jots do"'Tl a 
bedtime prayer 

Lord. vou kn..w,' mv mmd 

arid 'ail ;u convoiutions; 

HO\v all things Me losL 

and Mthing;
every forgotten moment 

of the hand. the eve, 

inro!pOrJted . 

into the way 1 

comb In'>' hiur, the slant 

of these 'words across the page_ 


If you dredged the bottom 

of m:o' brain, what ancient things 

would be unearthed? 

Crayon marks in primary.' colors 

scribbled by a two.year~old 


on the inside of my cranium? 

Deeper and older, 

drawine:~ ofextinct bison 

on dark artery walls? 

Veins do~edwith primordial oore? 


Since I do not mow 

(he composition of m; mind. 

just h~ am I supposed to pray? 

The language spoken by saints 


"is to me an unknown tongue, 

as: foreign as the g!otta! click 

of Folopa hunters in the 

rain forests of ;.lew Guinea. 

as lost as U garitic etched.into 

shattered stone stellea. 


All my meanings tangle 

as rhizomes in sod 

beneath the rustle of prairie grass, 

If on!... one w"Ord. 

like a'blade of lin Ie blue stem, 

could break through, 

one pure word pulling 

clods uf metaphor into your sight. 

! think I <:ould by-me.dmnt.towsle<:'p 


then, 
,n"tt! 1t-;I\'<: it to ;'>111 to wlll~lIt' lip th.. 

mnn,ill\! 

Kl~'hlct'!l L Hou .. It,~" 

• Chddrt'tl frott1 tht' .\1.;11l1inl;' 
R",,{unn Tt;'np!~' \1\ \\·Y!lIH:wnnd. 

PV!'j:\\i'.Mlla, 11,\,(.' m':i:t~tI :1<1 "11 

't:\\('r~ tt) di.\((.)il;:I'.!t' dlll1lpin<.: 
,dWH' I! thrt'at..'r:~ dw pont"- ,)!' loed 
W,lIer." 

During ~he course .of tr\v tr..\ cis. in 
which I \~atched ,-\nlertca,"s em·non· 
mental .l\\akening unfold. 1 rereJd 
Cenesis in bghtofthe comments I had 
heard in so manv com munities. We all 
remember the Deluge as an account 
of Sill ar,d punishment. or destruction 
followed by hope a.nd renewal. B:J.t 
upon reading it once again, I found 
still more meaning. _ 

:\oah ',vas commanded to lake :nto 
the ark two bv two and se\"tl'n bv seven 
every thing'thing in creation, the 
de-art and the unclean, OUf Creator 
did not specifY t+:.at :-:oah should limit 
the ark to two spedes good for hunt. 
ing, t'#o species that might provide 
some cure do',t.'l'l the t04d and. say, t"No 
species that draw crowds to the city 
zoo. ~o,he~ifled thetl.:holeofcre. 
alum, 

And when the waters receded and 
the dove flew off to dry land, God set 
all the creatures free, commanding 
them to multiply upon the earth. 
Then, in the words of his covenant 
witb ~oah, ~when the rainbow ap
pears in the douds, I will see it and reo 
member the everlasting covenant be.. 
tween me and aU living things on 
earth," 

Why is this Genesis passage rele· 
vant in the modem political 

arena? Because we are: still living be· 
twet!:rl the flood and the rainbow: be· 
tween threats ta creation an the one 
side and God's covenant to protect life 
on the_ other. between the incomplete 
I.mwcape I grew up With and the full 
restoration of wolves that 111V son wIll 
know, ' 

Two thin!itS are !'Ieeded for the lat
ter vision to~ flourish. The first is our 
co'nSN,"'ation bw~~lawj Ihac pre
serve habitat, protect national parks 
und restore nur lakes, rivers and 
"hares. The ~econd :\ ,ntl1t"thin~ less 
~'i\ihlt' lind Illun! fnll,LllIlt'llt'lf tlt.J1I 
the !"w" th<"H~civt"\: the ~piritu'"J 
ami moral \·~dlll·' t!Jill .u'1' (·l!lhndit~l 
ill Iho\t' law,. \\·'!ltI",lI ih,,~t' \';1111(" 

\\,' t':llllH'! ,h,\(·lll{1 ;1' H"{li'!l~iblc 

,tt;W;Hd~ .. :' til,· 1.",,1. U"", .',,11 ~\~' 
''.Iljrk :!1,.;:,·:ho:r-!11 "'IF ·l"p.'d~'., 

(".11. il~~-['.' pr,,:,'tt ( ;, ,01 , l"fl';,t\' ,:;.:" 

\ \'e \.';\Il ~·qhLtHw (i, ,,\\ ,thd! odw r~ 
to 'Jllr ta~k 01 ,!t:\..·.'r(l~hlp "I" ;Il,· 
Lwd, .\n't'ri(:1·!i \.:]II!;'}US l'OIll:Ullnl· 
!:;-...conv1nted of ;clentif:c .!~idt'nCI: 
,md cons«Il~U~ and -dctlnlt :It'ro'H a 
remarkable spectnJ1n- of faith 
'!:fOUp5-1S .lrravingiH anCIent ,lnd 
:iutholit;lth'e teachfnl!5 for dcrion in 
response ~o the globafemironment.ll 
CrSLS. 

\I,'e c.m ;.tSsert iilld Jrnphf.. ocr val. 
ues. whether or not Co:\gres; \~ants to 
he3.r about them. 

\Ve can listen wbe:\ the bishops of 
the Catholic Church declare: ",\5 indi. 
tiduais, as institutions. as.i people. we 
need il change of heart to preserve and 
protect the planet for our children and 
for generations yet unborn." .inti we 
can answer, ·'Amen." 

\Ve can endorse the hundreds of 
evangelical scholars and national ex/!(!
utive5 who have Signed and diHribut· 
ed an -Eql.Ogelical En\ironmentru 
Declaration.·' . 

We can praise the leaders of Amer.. 
ican Judaism who state that ~the eco~ 
logical crisis hovers over all Jewish 
concems, for the threat is global. ad· 
vancing, and ultimately jeopardizes 
ecologicai balance and the quality of 
hf •. 

We can support the Protestant 
communions. acting within the ~'a· 
tional Council of Churches, that have 
brought together, as no national envi
ronmental organization has, con· 
5tituencies opposing pollution and 
racism, 

FinaJlv. we can remember that 
conservation did not begin 3S a parH
san or even a political iss·J.e, ;'\or did it 
be~n on Earth Da ..., It bel;Afi'4n thut 
tiu'ie betlA".f!'tm the flood and the rain· 
oow, a time that bc\t;\f!s with the 
break of each new da::: You can help 
hv asking \out leaders. vour con~re· 
g~tiQns in"d vourselve<; to tran~('f.nd 
tite narrow' partisan t!iff.:n:.n\.'~':>. 
which can only drive' m: toward d~'. 
·,ltrtlcHon, and instp~ld uphold ;)ur 
1I1ori,ll tJhlh;ation :.is ,tew;mls of C(".i'~ 
creation, which LIB <lid\" h::n>: j" 

d"",'r II) tht: !H.lpt' .11"....1 rt:ll,",'/:l! {hal 
• \\;!' :Ilul hIlI(' lH"Il\i,,' ,01 !;;~ 

• 

http:tran~('f.nd
http:globafemironment.ll


U.S. 	 Secretary of the Ir.terior 
Bruce Babbitt 

Remarks At University of Virginia in Charlottesvillej VA 
Thursday. October L9, 1995 

B:Lll, eh,ank you very rr.uch. It's a great pleas'.lre to be :-:ere 
and, of course, I accept the comparison with Thorras Jefferso~. 

Altr.ough. I corr.e to this g~eat unive~si~y coday in an 
art'b:'guous frarr,e of mind. For I've only been on the campus of UVA, 
once before, whe::: I 'nas a :ederal err,p:oyee in Washington, and I 
:;tet:: by char.ce, :):: an airplane ride ,. an enchanting young woman ·.....ho 
attended Sweetbrier College nearby. Well, ! sought her out there 
only to find that she was already going out with an upperclassman 
from tT1.!A. So r came here, looked around, found that the 
cOIT.petit:l0n was formidable, and r simp:y tuined r.<y back on your 
great ·...:.niversity. But ever.:.ually prevailed to wi::,~ the heart: of 
the woma~ who became my wife. 
(laughter) 

Jefferson, father of biod~versity 

Now then: to Thorr.as Jeff.srson, 

To me the most profound summation of this ~an was writcen by 


,Jefferson himself. Having been variously Delegate to. the Virg.i.:lia 
Assembly, Governor, Ambassador' to France, Secretary of State, 
Vice President, Two-term president of the United States, it was 
back i:: retirement that he wrote his epitaph: "I wane just a few 
words on ny gravestone: Author of the Declaracion of 
Independence, Author of che Virginia Stacuce of Religious 
Freedoms, and Father of the University of Virginia. 11 

That stands as a'powerful stateme:::t that what matters about 
o'J.r ti:ne here on the earth is that it is deeds, not titles,. tha:. 
~atter . 

Las:ly, let us pay homage to Thomas Jefferson where -'~ I'm 

sure nobody else has ever done that from this podi~~ before -~ 

ar.tong his manifest achievemer"ts. I am here coday to disclose to 

you ~hat Tho~as Jefferson is also che father oe biodiversity. 


Having sent Lewis and Clark West and built this splendid 

place. he in fact wrote something which has an eerily modern 

quality 00 it: 


UFor if one link in nature'S chain might be lost. another 

might be lose. until this whole of things wi:l var.tsh 


by piecemeal." 
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A relentless, retrograde assault 

So it's in that spirit that I come here today to reflect 
bri~fly with you about this natural landscape and American 
heri~age that we share. Because' it is under assault in the Halls 
of the United States Congress in the most relentless, determined, 
~et~og=~de movement. of the 20th Century. 

I was in Ric:unond yesterday. I went down the James River. 
It's an E!xtraordinary river, the rapids running as if in a 
wilderness area right through the heart of urban Richmond. It's a 
river which has come back to life. The herring, the shad, the 
sturgeons are now migrating up the river. It has been cleaned up. 
It is living proof that we can restore this landscape. And{the 
,tool of restoration in Richmond was and remains the Clean Water 
Act. 

But the leadership of.this Congress is now trying to tell 
the American· people that it's time to repeal the very heart of 
the clean water Act that has red to the restoration of the waters 
and the reconnecting, not only of the rural landscape, but the 
urban landscape of this country. 

Sacred ground 

I was at Appomattox this morning, the clouds lifting above 
the landscape. It was a beautiful morning, and I stood at that 
courthouse on that sacred ground, in the continuing pageant of 
American history, and reflected on the meaning of that moment on 
April 9, 1865. 

I t·:)ld the people that were there: The US Congress is 
considering the disposition of this sacred land. They have before 
them a bill that the leadership is sponsoring and pushing t'o 
begin a process of closing down national parks arid national 
historic sites, including specifically: The Appomattox National 
Historic Site. 

We are engaged in a knockdown drag out fight this week over 
a bid by the oil companies, that· are swarming over Capitol Hill 
saying, we bought this election fair and square in 1994, it's 'our 
entitlement now to open up the last 10 percent of the Coastal 
shoreline called the Alaska National Wildlife Refuge. 

Why is this'happening? 

Wha.t I'd like to do just for a moment, rather than indulge 
int he usual polemic (though I'm inclined to do so about what's 
going on), but I'm on a ,University Campus and I'd like to reflect 
with you for a moment about ~ it's going on and what it is that 
we as American citizens can do to deepen the wellsprings of our 
commitrrient to our natural heritage, and the diversi ty and beaut'y 
of this landscape. 



I think at t.he roots of all of th:.s dr-i'/e :0 appropt::'ar:~ .:lr.d 
,destroy our natural herit.age is what I call a utilitarian 'Ii..ew 0: 
~he landscape, 'He ?-re a society which in some respects has b'?co!T,~ 
cisconnected, It's a society being led by people who say that 
th~s landscape is a macerial artifact to be used, misused. 
disposed of in what.ever way is convenient today, that it is 
:1cthing except a materia::', utilitarian fact. 

Ie seerr.~' !:.o me that t:hose of us who see this landscape 
differently must ask ou::;selves, must look deeply :'nside ou!"' 
heritage and our history and say "W"ny is it that we see this 
landscape differently? In a word, what are the valces that 
connect us to t.he landscape?" 

Religious values 

I started thin:'<i::g about values, beca1;se :.:.: am a Christian, r' 
grew up in the Cacholic C:r.:.rch. And I suppose ~nstinctively when 
I chink of values I go back to my early days i~ church on 
Sundays. I grew up in a little town ir. Arizona, beneath a giant 
volcanic mountain sitting on the edge 8f the Grand Ca~yon. ~~ 
enchanted landscape. 

I thought of my mornings in church where, from the pulpit, 
all I heard was that the one sacred landscape in the world was 
che Holy 1and, .a half a world away. 

I never once heard a description f:::-or,\ that pulpit of what 
was palpably an enchanced land around us. R:'ght outside the 
windows of the church, was that magnificent bll"e IT',ountain, 
sQaring up six thousand feet into the air above that church, And 
I began thinking, that my inchoate kind of connection with that 
landscape was finally explained to me by my neighbors out there 
in Arizona by r.ty neighbors, the Hopi India.ns. 

Sacred mountains, serpenta~ springs. 

The Hopi Indians live on a high plateau, in small pueblos in 
a really genuinely enchanted landscape. And my friends, as I went 
to school with chem. pointed to that blue mountain and said: That 
is a sacred mountain. And they took me by the hand and they took 
ne out in the summer to these mesa tops. way out in the pair.ted 
d.esert: and' introduced me to their ceremonials in the SUo'tlrner. The 
olaza fills with dancers, who are invoking the Kachina spirits 
who lite~ally lived on chat sacred landscape. 

They took me back later in the summer as they prayed for 
rain, with serpents, snakes in their tar.ds. implicitly saying 
that Nature Counts. Nature is charged wi~h neani~g. And we a=e 
connected to it in every act we do. 

I watched them pray to planted corn in the fields. I went . 
with them to their place of emergence of a bubbling spring in the 
Grand Canyon calle'd Sepa~pu, and from which their ancestors 
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.::ne'C;;ed. A.r:c : c:ho'..:g!:It, Do I :1ave ':0 go to a ~ati'"e arr,erican 
cult~re. to E~nd the sac=ed connection to thi~ landscape? 

Genesis and the Covenant 

At that poine I began going back on [f.y own. I pi<:ked 1,.:9 the 
Bible to see if I could discove~ scxethi~g in ~y own t~adicicn 
thac no one h,ad ever preached co me in a::y sign:'fica::t way. 

r went. back first, of course, "co the st.ory of the De::'uge, 
and I read :hrough it, I fi!:'st read the farniliar part. as Noah 
leads species sever:. by seven and :wo by :wo onto that Ark. But 
then I read the part at the e~d, the restoration when the'Crea~or 
restores all of t.he species down co "The c~eepi:1g creatures. II 

The Creator then turns around and makes a ccvenant with 
Noah. A. covenant, sealed by a rainbow in the sky a covenant for"f 

the protec:ion of God's creation In all of ies diversity. 

And !:hen I u::derstood that not. even Thomas Jefferson 
formulated the first' biodiversity ';!."eaty. Because it came 
straight out of Genesis. It is a view ·....hich says again and again 
in Revelation and many other places: This Creation :.,S Sacred. It 
is the work of the Creator. And we have a correspondiag sec of 
obl:i.gacions. 

::;: remember wal: Whitman saying: I believe a leaf of grass is 
no less than the journeywork of the stars . 

.Now, if my interpretation is correct, one way ask ~~at does 
it mea~ in the real world down here back on the ground? Not just 
Su;:day bu,: on every day of the week. 

To me it means one thing: Values matter. 

Ultimately, all policy is derived from those values.' This 
value, if we see ourselves as stewards on a landscape, is sacred 
because it was put there, not just :0:: o'.;r use, but for the 
pleasure of the Creator. 

Reconnecting landscape 

When we start thinking a little bit about ie. In the first 
century of the conservation movement, we tended to see the 
landscape as separate. 

That's the meaning of all those'wilderness areas out West; 
that's the meaning of Grand Canyon and Yellowstone and Denali. 
7hey're ~gnificent achievements, and John Muir was right. 

But tbey are limited achievements in this .sense: Don I t you 
see they are apout nature as separate. They make a statement 
chat's'incomplete. Because it's a statement that says we can 
discharge our obligation to this landscape by fencing off the 



bac:-c 40, r:raki:::g it a nationa.!. p'ark, and !:heJ:1 implicit.ly oei.:.9 
lefe to do as We please on the rest of i~. 

We've learned some bitcer lessons in the past cent~ry. And 
thac is ::hat you ,can't put a fence around t:-.e back 40 and 
separace the rest of :he world, 7hat's che story of the 
Sverg:ades. The evecglades are on che br~nk of extinction. Nc: 
because the ;J,?S isn't doing- its .j~b. They are. But iel's because, 
the so:..:.rces of the everglades, che River of Grass of t-".arge:::y 
Stilrr.an Douglas'. T::€ sources a"!:'e half a state away in Lake 
Okeechobee. Hydrologically co~nected, chen connected agai~ co 
Florida Bay and the reefs and the Flo~ida Keys. 

Everything is conr.ected. 

And so ul~imately we are driver. to an individual task, 
asking as a, biological fact: How do we live in equilibri'..lm wit:h 
this la~dscape, and acknowledging as a spiritual fact that we 
:rt'J.st live in a balance with the landscape around us. 

tr:timatelYt urban design, architecture, environmental 
science, the way we conduct our economy, and the land you walk on 
in your daily life is an indispensable part of this universe chat' 
has to be co~nected to us. )L~d that correspondingly, each one of 
us has to answer the quese:'on of How do I live more lightly on 
~his landscape? How do I do my part to connect it all up, and 
lead this society in a direc~ion where we can live in balan=e, 
peacefully. en this sacred ~andscape. 

Thank you. 
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-America Awakens to be Stewards of God's Crea~ion 

By Bruce Babbitt 

Nearly a century ago, the federal government systematically 

extirminated 'gray wolves from America, destroying the natural 

balance of our wilderness landscape. Last year we brought wolves 

back/ compelled by a will to replenish God's creation. Between 

those two events there awoke in America a profound new sense of 

moral and spiritual stewardship. a shift embodied in the landmark

1973 Endangered Species Act. 

Sut now. for some reas,on, our newly elected Congress seeks 

to put our stewardship awakening back to sleep. 

These legislatoF9 claim that God gave Adam and his 

descendants ftdominion- over Creation with instructions to 

"subdue" it as they see fit. Thus absolved of responsibility, 

leaders in Congress maintain that DDT "should not have been 

banned ft because it -drove up the cost of dOing business;~ that 
. 

"one hundred and fifty national parks of the aotne,368 need to be 

dropped; ft and that the Bnvironmental. Protection Agency is Ii the 

Gestapo of government.· Whereupon· they quietly introduc~ bi'lls 

that dismantle the entire framework of our conservation laws. 

Then, when religious leaders protest this abuse of Creation. 

they are either dismissed or rebuked. 

Last October five leaders from the Presbyterian, Methodist, 

, Evangelical· Lutheran, Jewish" and Mennonite faiths, representing 

tens of millions of churchgoers, all wrote different letters 
. . 

opposing a bill to cripple the Endangered Species Act. These 



letters were submitted to the Congressional Record, a routine 

request. But the committee chairman at first refused to admit 

them; only after protest over their exclusion were the letters 

begrudgingly allowed. 

Why the 'threat~ned ban? What was so politically dangerous? 

One wrote: ~Conternporary moral issues are related to our 

understanding of nature and humanity's place in them.~ Another 

letter: "Our tradition teaches us that the earth and all of its 

creatures are the work and the possessions of the Creator," A 

third: "We' need to h,ear and obey the corrunand of our Creator who 

instructed us to be stewards of God's creation." 

It seems only when those religious leaders supported 

legislation could they speak with authority and deliberation. For 

in January, after the E ingelical Environmental Network unveiled 

a nationwide campaign to support the Endangered Species Act as 

"the Noah's ark of our day· and warn that a bill in Congress may 

well "sink" it, they, were suddenly rebuked as less than honest. 

Accusing them in an open letter of "using the pulpit to mislead 

people," House leaders criticized them: "As religious people, you 

have a high obligation to seek the truth, even in the political 

arena. " 

Congress may keep religious leaders off Capitol Hill, but in 

the "polit,ical arena" that counts, far beyond the beltway, 

America continues to awaken to its stewardship responsibility. 

For as I traveled around the country see how Americans felt 

about bills to close national parks, repeal stormwater treatment, 

and permit extinction, here's what I found: 



• At a-Los Angeles ffEco-Expon last April, hundreds of Ghildren 

were invited to write down their answerS to the basic question: 

~Why save endangered'species'?" One child. Gabriel, ans'Wered. 

"Because God gave us the animals." Travis and Gina wrote, 

"'Because ~e rove t'::em." Still another wrote, "'Because they're a 

part of our life. If we didn't have them, it would not be a 

complete world. The Lord put them on earth to be enjoyed, not 

destroyed. " 

• On the banks of the St. Johns River in jacksonville Florida, 

a minister rose and said, beyond utilitarian reasons~ we need to 

restore the river because God gave us clean rivers and to allow 

pollution was simply, unequivocally# "wrong*

• I joined a Wednesday night interfaith meeting at the 

Peachtree Presbyterian Church in Atlanta. There~ the minster read 

us Psalm 24 that proclaims -The earth is the Lord's and the 

fullness thereof. the world and those who dwell therein; for he 

has founded it upon the seas. and established it upon the 

rivers." 

• upon one of those rivers, on a cloudy, ~indswept morning in 

portland, religious groups helped us plant native willow and 

Oregon grape to restore the streambank of Faano Creek. 

• At the New Waverly Baptist Church in West Dallas, 

congregants discovered the disastrous health effects on 

neighborhood families from a nearby lead smelting plant. 

~ At the Full Circle ,House of Praye~ in Port ~uron. Michigan I 

nuns brought together members of the community to learn how to 

control invasive peats in order" to protect local wetlands. 

" 




• Children from the Mainl:"ne Reform Temple in Wynnewood. !?A 


have painted fish on sewers to discourage dumping where it 


threatens the purity of local' waters. 


Just two months ago, Pope John Paul II reminded the 'World• 

that while the scripture allows humans have a ·privileged 

position- on Earth, ftthis is not authority to lord over it. even 

less to devastate it.~ The season of Lent. he said, of.fers us a 

"profound lesson to respect the environment. Among the negative 

outcomes of this culture of domination is a distorted use of 

nature tr~t disfigures its face and jeopardizes the equilibrium. 

And it does not glow even with the threat of ecological 

disaster. # 

During the course of my travels, and watching America's 

environmental awakening unfold in cities and towns everywhere, 

turned back to reread Genesis, in light of the comments I had 

heard in so many communities. 

We all remember the Deluge as an account of sin and 

punishment, of destruction fplloW'ed by hope and rerJewal. But: upon 

. reading it once againf I saw still more meaning N,oan. was ofp 

course commanded to take into the ark two by two and seven by 

seven every living thing in creation. the clean and the unclean. 

Our Creator did not specify that Noah should limit the ark to two 

charismatic·species, two good for hanting. two species that might 

provide aome cure down the road, and, say, two that draw crowds 

to the city zoo. 
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NO, He specified the whole of creation. And when the waters 

receded, and the dove flew off to drv land, God set all the 

creatures free, commandin~ them to multiply upon the earth. Then, 

in the words of His covenant with Noah, "when the rainbow appears 

in the clouds, I will see it and remember the 'everlasting 

covenant between me and all living things on earth.~ 

We are still living between the flood and the rainbow: 

between threats to creation on the one side and God's covenant to 

protect life on the other; between the incomplete landscape r 

grew up with and the full restoration of wolves that" my son will 

know. 

Only two things stand between these two visions: Our secular 

conservation laws, and the spiritual and moral values that are 

embodied in them. Without those values z we simply cannot develop 

as responsi~le stewards of the land~ With them; we move ever 

closer to His rainbow covenant. 

. . 
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"oecween the i.i.aod and the ral.n.oow" 

·CUR CCVENA..~T: 1'0 PROTECT THE WHOLE OF CREATION 


A wolf's green eyes, a sacred blue mountain, the words from 
Genesis, and the answers of children all reveal the religiouS
values manifest in the 1973 ~ndangere4 Species Act. 

Remarks of U.S. Secretary of, the Interior Bruce Babbitt 
Delivered in BoatoQt Nov. ii, 1995 

At the National Religious Partnership for the Environment 

I began ~995 with one of the more memorable events of ffiV 

lifeti~e. It took place in the heart of Yellowstone National~ 
PArk, during che first week of January, a cime when a layer of 
deep, pure snow blanketed the first protected landscape in 
America. But for all it.'s beaucy, over the past 60 years this 
landscape had been an incomplece ecosystem; by the 1930s, 
gQve=~~ent·paid hunters had systematically eradicated the 
?r~dator a: the top of the food chain: the American grey wolf, 

I was there on that day, knee deep in the snow, because I 
had been given the honor of ~arryin9 the first wolves back into 
that landscape. Through the work of conservation laws, I was 
there to restore the natural cycle, to make Yellowstone complete. 

The first wolf was an Alpha female, and after r set her down 
in the transition area, where she would later oate and bear wild 
pups, I looked through the grace into the green eyes of this 
wagnificent creature, within this spectacular landscape, and was 
profoundly moved by the ~levatin9 nature of America's 
conservation laws: laws with the power to make creation whole. 

I then returned to Washington, where a new Congress was 
bei~9 sworn into office, and witnessed power of a different kind. 

Attack on water, land,· creature. 

First I witnessed an attack on our national lands,. an all~ 
out attempt to abolieh our American tradition Qf public places .. 
whether'natio~l parks, forests, historic sites, wildlife 
refuges. and recreation areas. Look quickly about you, name your 
favorite place: a beach in New York harbor; the Appomattox
Courthouse; the great, western ski areas; the caribou refuge in 
the Arceic; or the pristine wate.rs off the Florida Keys, For each 
of these places is at risk. Last month in the Denver~, the 
Chairman of the Houee Subcommittee on Public Lande estimated that 
his committee may have to close more than ~oo of the Park 
Service's 369 unite. In these times. it seems that no part of our 
nis,ory or our natural heritage is sufficiently important to 
protect and pre.erve for. the benefit of all Americans. 

Next I witnessed an attack tnat target. the 1972 Clean Water 
Act. the most successful of all our environmental laws. Until 
that Act passed.. slaughterhousee. pulp mills and factories from 



=~':'5~ :.; '::':.5'::;::' :: 2a::::, ;:;:::::L:~';:; 3~":'4;:d ::-a'N 'Ha..::.:;~ ~:1C.O-~'-
·",ate=~=::::t·S. 'te':. 23 Y-9ars ~a:;ar, as I visited Arr.er::ca's ClC. 5, 
saw that: Act ::::estori!1g these rivers, breathing new l:.'fe into 
onee-· dead waters. ! saw people gather on c1.ean banks to Eish, 
sail, swim, eac and live. ! saw chat, as the Act helps cities 
restore our ",at:.ers, chcse wacers restore our cities themselv,!!s, 
And then I saw Congress rushing :0 tear that Act apart. 

Bue fina,llYI 'more chan any c!: our envi:::onrnental laws, the 
Ace they have most aggressive::"y singled O'J.t. for el.imination ~. 
or-e that made Yellowstone complete -- is the 1973 Endangered
Species Act, 

Never :nind that: this Act is working, having saved 99 percent 
of all listed species; never mind that it effectively protects' 
hundreds ()f 91an:s and animals, from grizzly bears to whooping 
cranes to greenback c,utthroat trout; never mind that it is do::...ng 
so while costing each American 16 cents per year. 

For the new Congress ~- w~ile allowing for the above 
charismatic species, plus a dozen other species good for hunting 
and fishing. plus. just for good measure, the bald eagle ~. can 
find absolutely no reason to protect all species in general. 

'Who cares, they ask. if the spotted owl goe9 extinct? We 
wo~'t miss it, or, for that matter, the Texas blind salamander or 
the i<:ar:.garoo rat. And that goes double for the fairy shrimp, the 
burying beetle, the Oelphi sands flower-loving fly and the virgin 
spine dacel If they get in our waYI if h~ans drive some 
creatures to extinction, well, that's just too bad. 

Over t:he pas.t year that is, I think. a fairly accurate 
summary of how the new majority in Congress has expressed its 
opinion of the Endangered species Act. 

Tbe values of children 

~hey are not, however, the only Americans who have expressed 
an opinion on this issue, 

Recently I read an. account of a Loa Anqeles ~Eco-Expo~ last 
April, where children were invited to write down the'ir a.nswers to 
the basic question: "Why save endangered spe~ies?n . 

One child, Gabriel! answered, ~,Becauae God gave us the 
animals. If 

Travis and Gina wrote. nBe~ause we love them.
A third answered, nsec'ause we f 11 be lonely without them. II 

Still another wrote. 'Because they're a part of our life. If 
we didn't have th...... it would not be a complete world; TIle Lord 
put them on earth to be enjoyed. not destroyed.' < 
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savi~g ~nda~gered species. r have in :acc hirad biologists and 

e=o:ogis:s for Just that purpose, All their reasons ~ave ~o de 

wi:::-. providing hlV'r'ans with potencial 'cures for disease, or 

yieldi::g hu.'1'\ans new strains of drought~resistant crops, or 

of:eri::g hUITar.s bioremediation of oil spills, or thousands of 

ocher jusei:icat;:ons of why species are useful to humans. 


aut none of their reasor:s IT.oved :ne like the children's. 

For t:.hes'e children are speaking and writing in plain words a 
complex notion that has 'either been lcst, or forgoccen, or never 
lea:::-ned by some members of Congre:,"s, and indeed by !':'\a.:'1y of us. 

The child~en are expressing the moral and spiritual 
"imperative t~at there may be a higher purpose inherent in 
creation, dernandi~9 our respect and our stewardship qu;~e apart 
from whether a particular species is or ever will be of material 
use to mankind. They see in creation what our adult political 
leaders refuse to acknowledge. ~hey express an answer that can be 
reduced to one word: values. 

A sacred blue mountain 

I remerrber when I was their age, a child growing up in a 
small tcwn in Northern Arizona. I learned my religious val~es 
through the Catholic Church, which, in that era, in that Judeo
Christian .tradition, kept silent on our moral obligation to 
nature. By ~cs silence the church implicitly sanctioned the 
prevailing view of the earth as something to be used and disposed 

·however we saw fit, without any higher obligation. In all the 
years that I attended Sunday ~ss, hearing hundreds of homilies 
and sermons, there .was never any reference, any link, to our 
~atural heritage or to the spiritual meaning of the land 
su:rounding us. 

Yet, outside that church I always had a nagging instinct 

that the vast landscape ~ somehow sacred, and holy, and 

connected to me in a sense that my catechism ighored. 


~t the edge of my home town a great blue mountain called the 
San Francisco Peaks soars up out of the desert to a snowy summit, 
snagging clouds on ita crest, changing color with the seasons, It 
was always a mystical, evocative presence'in our daily lives. To 
me that mountain, named by Spanish missionaries for Saine 
F~ancis, remains a manifestation of the presence of our Creator., 

That. I wa.s not alone in this view was something I had to 

discover through a very different religion. For on the opposite 

side of the blue,mo~ntain, in small pueblos on the high mesas 

that stretch away toward the north, lived the Hopi Indians, And 
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was, truly. a sa:red ;:ace. 

One Sunday morning in J>.;.r.e he led me out. to the mesa top
villages where I '....at:c~ed as t~e Kachina filed into the plaza,
arriving from the snowy heights of the :nountain, bringing, 
blessings f=om anot~er world. 

Another .c.ime· he cook me to che ceremonials where t~e oriests 
of the snake clan chanted 'for. rain and ::.he:J. released live ~ 
=attlesnakes to carry their prayers to che spirits deep within 
the earth, 

Lat.e!~ I went with him to a bubbling spring, deep in' :he 
Grand Canyon. :i~ed w~th pahoes -~ the prayer feathers -- where 
his ancestors had err.erged from an·ot.her world to populate this 
earth. 

By the end of that summer I came to believe. deeply and 
irrevocably, that the land, and that blue mountain, and all the. 
plants and animals In the natural world are together a direct 
!:'efleco:im-l of divinity r that creation is a plan of God, and I 
saw, in the words of Emerson, tithe visible·as proceeding ~ro~ the. 
invisible~ II 

Genesis and the Deluge 

That awakening made me acutely aware of a vacancy, a poverty 
amidst ~y own rich religious tradition. I felt I had to either 
embrace a borrowed cJlture, or turn back and have a second look 
at my own, And while priests then, as now, are not too fond of 
people rummaging about in the Bible to draw our own meanings, I 
chose the latter, asking: Is there nothing in our Western, Judeo~ 
Christian tradition that speaks to our natural heritage and the, 
sacredness of that blue mountain? Is there nothing that can 
co~nect me to the surrounding creation? 

There are those who argue that there isn't_ 

There are tho~e industrial apologists who, when asked about 
Judeo~Christian values relating to the environment I reply that 
the material world, including the environment. is just an 
incidental fact, of no significance in the relation between us 
and our Creator. 

They cite the first verses of Geneais l concluding that God 
gave ~darn and his descendants the absolute. unqualified right to 
"subdue ti the eartrh ,and gave' man "dominion over the fish of ~he 
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living th~ng 
that moveth upon the earth." God, they assert, put,the earth here 
for the disposal of man in whatever manner he sees fit. Period. 
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?or :here, in the account of the Oeluge, the Sible convBYS a 
=a~ dif~e,ent message abouc our rela:ion :0 God and :o·the earth. 
:n Ge~esis, Noah was ·cotnri\anded :::'0 :::.ake i:;to :::.r.E:! ark: ':.wo by two 
ar:d se",Ien by seven 'it,very living thir.g i:1 creation, che clean and 
..::-,e \.l:1C le.:ln: 

He d~d not specify that Noah should limit the ark to :wc 
charismatic species, two good for hunting, ':.'.vo species that might:. 
provide SO~ c~re down the read, a~d, say, two that draw crowds 
to the ci:y zoo. 

~o, He specified the whole of creation. And whe~ the waters 
receded, and the dove flew off to dry land, God'set all :he 
creatures free, .co~anding them to nultiply upon ~he earth. 

" 

Then, ,in the w,?rde of't.he covenant with Noah, "when the 
rai~bow appears in the clouds, I will see it and re~ember che 
everlagti~g covena~t between me and all living things on earth." 

Thus we are instructed that this everlasting covenant was 
made to protect' the whole of creation, not for the exclusive use 
and disposition of ~ankind/ but for che purposes of the Creator, 

,"NOW/ we all know that the cOmmandment to protect creation in 
all its diversity does not corne to us with detailed operating 
instru'cti,::ms. It is left to us to translate a moral imperative 
i~to a way of life and into public policy. Which we did~ 
Compelled by this ancient command, modern America turned to the 
national legislature which forged our collective moral i~erative 
into one landmark law: the 1973 Endangered SpeCies Act. 

Lost valuesl fragmented ereatiou 

The trouble is that during the first twenty years of the 
Endangered Species Act, scientists and administrators and other 
well~intentioned people somehow lost.sight of that value -- to 
procect the wbole of creation -- and instead took a fragmented, 
rr.echa,nistic approach to preserve individual species. Isolated 
specia:ists working in secluded regions waited until the eleventh 
hour to act, then heroically rescued species - ~ ~ne at a time', ' 

sometimes the result was dramatic recovery, but often the 
result was chaos, conflict, and continuing long ter.m decline. In 
the pacific Northwest. for example, the spotted owl was listed 
even as federal agencies went forward with clear cutting~ Bfforts 
to save the alligator proceeded even as che SVerglades shrivelled 
from diverted waters. They listed California salmon runs even as 
water users continued to deplete the spawning s~reams. 
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- _5 :::_::: .:.:: :;..; :"'::'5:: :""H ye::>.:::s i:f.3.t hav'9 ';J'e :::;::::';':;=~::, 
l;'t;:e a. ::'~St. :'2::5, ::...:.!' :inc:'.;:::.:: rel:..gious values. This :'ens ~e::s '~s 
See !"lot hL:..o.T.a:;'-d.:r3.<N'n dis::i::crio::s _. as if c'!:"eaC:ion could eVfifr be 
compar::~entalized :nco a ~illion discrete par~s, each living in 
relat':'fe :'sola::::.on ::-om :;:::!; ochers - ~ but t:ather the i:lterwoven 
wholen~ss of creat:..on. 

Not surpri5i~gl¥, when we ~an see past t~e6e man.~ade 
divisions, c~~ work of protecting Godfg creation grows both 
easier and clearer. 

Reconnecting ecosystems 

It unites all state. county and federal wor:-<ers under a 
cornmon moral goal. It erases artificial borders so we can see the 
:ull rar.ge of a natural habitat. whether wetland. forest, stream' 
or deser: expanse. And it ma~es us see al~ the c~eatures that are 
collectively reoted to one habitat, and how, by keepir.g that 
habitat whole and intact, we ensure the survival of the species. 

Fo= example, ,in the Cascades, the spotted owl's decli~e was 
only part of :he collapsing habitat of the ancient foreses. When 
seen as a whole, that habitat stretched from Canada to San 
Francisco. Not one but thousands of species, from waterfowl of 
the air to the sa~mon in their str~ams. depended for their 
survival on the unique rain forest amidst Douglas fir, hemlock 
and red cedar. . 

Our ~esPQnse was the President's Forest Plan; a holistic 
regional agreement forged with state and local officials and the 
private sector. Across three state borders, it keeps critical 
habitat intact, provides buffer zones along salmon streams and 
coastal areas, and elsewhere provides a sustainable timber 
harvest for generations to come. 

That's also the lesson of Everglades National ParK, where 
great flocks of wading birds are declining because their shallow 
feeding waters were drying up and dying Off. Only by erasing park 
boundaries could we trace the problem to its source # hundreds of 
miles upstream, where agriculture arid cities were diverting the 
shallow water for their own needs. Only by looking at the whole 
South Florida watershed, could state and federal, agenCies unit'e 
to put" the parts back together, restore the severed estuaries, 
revive the Park, and satisfy the needs of farmers, fishermen, 
ecologists ~d water users from Miami to Orlando~ 

This holistic approach i. working to protect creation in the 
~08t fragmented habitats of America: from salmon runs in 
California's Central Valley to the red~cockaded woodpecker across 
Southeastern nardwood fo~e.ts; from the Sand Hill Cranes on the 
headwaters oe the Platte River in Central Nebraska to the desert 
tortoise of the Mojave Reserve. I'd like to say that the 
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;;:ss:..::~':':..~.:e;s ar~ l':';:ti::.ed :::n2.y ~1' :::ur :':".a; :'::a·: :'::1 ar;.d :ur 
c:::t.mi::n9:nt co :,onor :;-;e inst~'..lct:icns :J Ge.r.esis. 

Let us a.nswer 

3ue ::tore and more, the possibilities are a:'so limited' by 
;some ~ernbers of Congress. Whe~ever I :or.front some of chese bills 
that are routinely introd~ced, bills go~etimes openly written by
industrial lobbyists, bills ~ha: sys~ernatically eviscerate the 
Enda~gered Species Act, I take refuge and inspiration from the 
si:nple written answers of those children at the Los Angeles expo. 

aut ! sometimes wonder if children are the only or.es who 
express religious values when talking about endangered species. ! 
wonder if anyone else in America is crying to restore an ounce of 
humility ,to mankind, reminding our political leaders that the 
earth is a sacred precinct. designed by and for the purposes of 
the Creator~ 

: gOt ~y answer last month. 

r read letter after letter from five different religious 
orders, representing tens of millions of churchgoers, all 
opposing a House bill to weaken ~he Endangered Species Act. They, 
opposed it not for technical or scientific or agricultural or 
medicinal reasons, but for spiritual reasons. 

~~d I was moved not only by how such diverse faiths could 

reach s~ ~ure an agreement against this bill, but by the co~cn 

language and terms with which they opposed it. language that 

echoed the'voices of the children: 


One letter. from the Presbyterian Church, 9aid:~Contemporary 
moral issues are related to our understanding of nature and, 
hurranity's place in them.~ The Reform Hebrew Congregation wrote: 
"Our tradition teaches us that the earth and all of its creatures 
are the work and the possessions of the Creator." And the , 

'Mennonite Church wrote: "We need to hear and obey the command of 
our Creator who instructed UB to be stewards of God,' s creation. 1* 

And suddenly, at that moment, 1 understood exactly why 'some 
members of Congress react with such unrescrained fear and . 
loa~hing cowards the Endangered Species Act. I understood why 
they tried to ban all those letters from the congressional 
record. I understood why they are so deeply disturbed by the 
prospect.of religious values entering the national debate. 

For if they heard that command of our Creator. if they truly 
listened to His instructions to be responsible stewards, then 
their entire framework of human rationalizations. for tearing 
apart :he Act comes to nought. 

7 


http:prospect.of
http:l':';:ti::.ed
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'/al'...:es ::$.:;,ain ac :::e ::;'~a=t: Q~ :he ::ndangered Species Act:, ::-:a:: 
tr..ey ma:-<:e r:.r,ettselves :nanifosst through the gree:l eyes of cr.e g:,<:y 
wolf, thi:::ugh the call of the whooping cra::e. through the splash
0: the Pa:ific sa::non; ::hrough the vOlces of America's child.=en. 

We are livi::g be=ween the flood a~d the rainbow! between the 
threacs :~ creaticn on the one side and God's covenant co protect 
life on t~e ocher. 

Why shou+d we save endangered species? 

Let \!s answer this auestion with one voice, the voice of the 
child at :ha~ expo, who scrawled her answer at the very bottom of 
the sheet: 

"Becai,;.se we can.It 

... 
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"Between the flood and the rainbow· 

OUR COVENANT: TO PROTECT THE WHOLS OP CREATION 

A wolf's green eyes, a sacred blue mountain, the words from 
Genesis, and the answers of children all reveal the religiouB 
values manifest in the 1973 Endangered Species Act. 

By O.S. secretary of the Interior 

Bruce Bal:lbitt 


I began 1995 with one of the more memorable events of :ny
lifeti:ne. It took place in the heart of Yellowstone National 
?ark, dur,ing the first week of January, a time when a layer of 
deep, pure snow blanketed the first protected landscape in 
America. But for all it's beauty, over the past 60 years this 
landscape had been an incomplete ecosystem; by the 1930s, 
government-paid hunters had systematically eradicated the 
predator at the top of the food chain: the American grey wolf. 

I was there on that day, knee deep in the snow, because I 
had been given the honor of carrying the first wolves back into 
that landscape. Through the work of conservation laws, I was 
there to restore the natural cycle, to mak~ Yellowstone complete. 

The first wolf was an Alpha female, and after I set her down 
in the transition area, where she would later'mate and bear wild 
pups, I looked through the grate into the green eyes of this 
magnificent creature, within this spectacular landscape, and was 
profoundly moved by the elevating nature of America's 
conservation laws: laws with the power to make creation whole. 

I then returned to Washington, where a new Congress was 
being sworn into office, and witnessed power of a different kind. 

Attack on water, land, creature. 

First I witnessed an attack on our national lands, an all 
out attempt to abolish our American tradition of public places - 
whether national parks, forests; historic sit.es, wildlife 
refuges, and recreation areas. Look quickly about you, name your 
favorite place: a beach in New York harbor; the Appomattox 
Courthouse; the great western ski areas; the car.ibou refuge in 
the Arctic; or the pristine waters off the Florida Keys. For each 
of these places is at risk. Last month in the Denver.2..c..a.t., the 
Chairman of the House Subcommittee on Public Lands, estimated that. 
his committee may have t.'o close more than 100 of th!,! Park. 
Service's 369 units. In these times, it seems that no part of our 
history or out natural heritage is sufficiently important to 
protect and preserve, for the benefit ,of all Americans. 

Next I witnessed an attack that targets the 1972 Clean Water 
Act, the most successful of all our environmental laws. Until 
that Act passed, slaughterhouses, pulp mills and factories from 



BOise to"Boston to Baton R::mge spewed raw -waste into Ou::-_ 
waterfronts. Y~t 23 years later, as I visited America's =ities, ~ 
saw that Act ~estoring those rivers, breathing new ~i:e ~nto 
once~dead waters. I saw peop:'e ga::her on clean banks to fish, 
sail, swim, eat and live. I saw :nac. as ~he Act hel~s cities 

, restore our waters, those waters restore our cities therr.selves. 
Ar.d t~en I saw Co~gre9s rushing to tear that Act apart. 

But finally, more than any of our environmental laws, t~e 

Act they have most aggressively singled out for elimi~ation .. 

one that made Yellows~¢ne complete .. ~s the 1973 Endangered 

Species Act. 


Never mind that this Act is working. having saved 93 percent 
of all listed species; never mind that it effectively protec~s 
hundreds of plants and animals. from grizzly bears to whooping 
cranes to greenback cutthroat troutj never mind that it is doi~g 
so while costing each American 16 cents per year. 

For the new Congress -~ while allowing for the above 

chariBttk~tic species. pluG a dozen other species good for hunting 

and fishing, plus 1 just for good measure. the bald eagle ~~ can 

find absolutely no reason to protect all species in general. 


Who cares~ they ask, it the spotted owl goes extinc't? We 
won~t miss it. ort tor that matter. the Texas blind sal~~der or 
the kangaroo rat. And that goes double for the fairy shrimp, the 
burying beetle, the Delphi sands flower-loving fly and the virgin 
spine dace,! It they get in our way. if humans drive some 
creatures tO'extinction, we;lJ that's just too bad. ' 

-OVer the past year that is, I think. a fairly accurate 

summary of how the new majority in Congress has expressed its 

opinion of the Endangered Species Act. 


Tha val1.i .. of 0111141'... 

They are not, nowever l the only Americans who have expressed 
an opinion on this issue. 

Reeently,I read an account of'a Los Angeles ftEco~BxpOft- last 
April, where children were. invited to write down their answers to 
the basic question: 'Why save endangered spec~8?· 

One child~ Gabriel, answered. '"Because God gave us the 

animalB~Jt 


Travis and Gina wrote, ftBecause we love them.
A third answered, "Because,we'll be lonely without them,· 

. Still another wrote, -Because they're a part of our life. If 
we dldn't have them, it would not be a complete world. The Lord 
put them on earth to be 7njoyed, not destroyed."" 



:-iOw, in :ny li:et~me 1: hav* heard t':'lany, many polit:.~ca::', 
dgri:ulcura:, scientific, medical and ecological reaso~s fo~ 
savi~9 endangered species. I have in fact hired biol~giats and 
ecologists for just t.hat purpose, Al-l their reasons have to do 
w:th providing humans with potential cures for disease, or 
yielding humans new strains of drought>resista::\t. c=ops, or 
offer~~9 h~~ng bioremediation of oil spills. or ~housar.ds of 
:.:lCher justi:~::ati.ons of ....hy species are usefu;" to hUl"(ia,flS. 

~. 

au~ nor.e of their reasons moved me like the children's. 

For these children are speaking and writing in plain words a 
complex notion that has ei~her been lost., or for90t~en, or ~ever 
lear~ed some by mewbers of Congress f and indeed by many of us. 

The children are expressing the moral and spiritual 
:mperaclve that there may be a higher purpose in.."i.erenc "in 
c:-eae.ion. demanding our respect and o'ur stewardship quite apart 
from whether a particular species is or ever will be of material 
use to mankind. They see in crea~ion what our adult political 
leaders refuse to acknowledge. They express an answer that can be 
reduced to one word: values. ' 

I remembe~ when I was their age" a child growing up in a 
small town in Northern Arizona. I learned my religious values 
through the Catholic Church, which, in that era, in that Judeo~ 
Christian tradition. kept silent on our moral obligation to 
nature. By its silence the church implicitly sanctioned the 
prevailing view o! the earth as something to be used and disposed 
however we saw tit, without any higher obligation. In all the 
years that I attended Sunday mass, hearing hundreds ot homilies 
and sermons" Chere was never any re~erence. any link, to our 
natural heritage or to the spiritual ~aning of the land 
surrounding us. 

Yet. outside that church I always had A nagging instinct 
that the vast. landscape .!!fAa somehow sacred f and holy, and' 
connected to me in a sense that my catechism ignored~ . 

At the edge of my home town a great blue mountain called the 
San Francisco Peaks soars up out of :he desert to a snowy Summitf 
snagging clouds on its crest. changing color with the seasons. It 
was always a mystical, evocative -presence in our daily lives. To 
me that mountain. named by Spanish miSSionaries for Saint . 
Francis, remains a manifestation of che presence of our ,Creator. 

Thclt I .ias not alone in this view was something I had to 
discover through a very different religion. For on the opposite
side of the blue' mountain, in small pueblOS on the high mesas 
~hat screech away towa~d the north, lived the Hopi Indians. And 
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.~ was a-you~g Hopi friend who caught me that the bl~e mou~:ain 
·....as, truly, a sacred place. 

One Sunday morning in June he led me out to the mesa top 
.... illages where I watched as the Kachina filed into the plaza, 
arriving from the snowy heights of the mountain, bringing 
blessir.gs from another world. 

Another' time he took me ,to the ceremonials where the priests 
of the snake clan chanted for rain and then released live 
rattlesnakes to carey their prayers to the spirits deep within 
the earth. 

Later I went with him to a bubbling spring, deep in the 
Grand Canyon, lined with pahoes .. the prayer feathers •. where 
his ancestors had emerged from another world to populate this 
earth. 

By the end of that summer I came to believe, deeply and 
irrevocably, that the land, and that blue mountain, and all the 
plants and animals in the natural world are together a direct 
reflection of divinity, that creation is a plan of God, and I 
saw, in the words of Emerson, Wthe visible as proceeding from the 
invisible. • ' 

That awakening made me acutely aware at a vacancy, a poverty 
amidst my own rich religious tradition. I felt I had to either 
embrace a borrowed culture, or turn back and have a second look 
at my own. And while priests then, as now, are not too fond of 
people rummaging about in the Bible to draw our own meanings, I 
chose the latter, asking: Is there nothing in our Western, Judea· 
Christian tradition that speaks to our natural heritage and the 
sacredness of that blue mountain? Is there nothing that can 
connect me ,to the surrounding Cr~ation? 

There are those who argue that there isn't. 

There are' those industrial a'pologists who, when asked' about 
Judeo·Christian values relating to the environment,. reply that 
the material world,. including the environment, is just an 
incidental fact, of no significance in the relation between us 
and our Creator. 

They cite the first verses of Genesis, concluding that God 
gave Adam and his descendants the absolute, unqualified right to 
~subdue' the earth.and·gave man -dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing 
that"-moveth upon the earth. - God, they assert, put the earth here 
for the disposal of man in whatever manner he sees fit. period. 
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For there, in che accou!:t ot t:-:e Deluge, ::1".e Sible cor.:.reys a 
:ar different rr.essage abouc our relation to God and to the earth. 
r~ GenesiS, NOah was comna~ded to take into the ark two by two 
and seven by Seven every l:.ving thing in crea.tion, the clean and 
the unclean. ' 

He did not specify that Noah should limit the ark to 'two 
charismatic ~pecie5, two .good for hunting, two species that might 
,provide sc:ne cure down the road, and, say, two that d.::aw c!"...lwds 
to :::e ::':'ty zoo. 

No, He specified the whole of creation. And when the waters 
receded, and the dove flew off to dry land, God set all the 
creatures free, commanding them to multiply 'upon the earth. 

Then, in the words of the covenant with Noah, "when the 
rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the 
everlasting covenant between me and all living t~ings on earth~~ 

ThUB we are instroJ.cted that this everlasting covenant was 
made to protect the whole of creation, not for the exclusive use 
and disposition of mankind, but for the purposes of the Creator. 

No~, we all know that the commandment to protect creation in 
all its diversity does not come to us with detailed operating 
instrJ.ctions. It is left to us to translate a moral ~mperative 
into a way' of life and into public policy. Which we did. 
Ccmpe!led by this ancient command, ~ern America turned to the 
national legislature which forged our collective moral u.perative 
into one lan~rk law: the 1973 Bndangered Species Act. 

LO.t valu••, fragaented craat10D 

The trouble is that during the first twenty years of the 
Endangered Species Act, scientists and administrators and other 
well-intentioned people somenow lost sight of that value -- to 
protect the whole of creation -- and instead took a fragmented~ 
mechanistic approach to preserve individual species. Isolated 
specialists working in secluded regions waited until the' eleventh 
hour to acel then heroically rescued species ~~ one at a time. 

Sometimes the result was dramatic recovery, but often the 
result vas chaos, conflict, and continuing long te~ decline. In 
the Pacific Northwest, for example, the spotted owl was listed 
even as federal agencies went forward with clear cutting. Efforts 
:::0 save the alligat,or proceeded even as' the E'Vergla.des shrivelled 
from diverted waters. They listed California salmon runs even as 
water users continued to deplete the spawning stre&mB+ 
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:t. is or.:y :.:: the lase ~ew years that have we r:ecQvered, 
.:. Uce ,a los:. lens, our ancient religious values, This lens lets us 
see r:Qt h~11an-d!"awn distinctions - - as if creation could ever be 
compartIT',en:alized in:.o a million discrete parts, each living in 
relative isolation fro~ ~he others _. bue rather the interwoven 
w~olene9S o! creation. 

No;;: surprisingly, ....hen we can'see past these man-:nade' 
divisions, the work of protecting God's creation grows both 
easie!" and clearer. 

ReeottDect1nq eC~8Y8t~a 

::t '.1nices all state. county and federal 'workers under a 
common moral goal. It erases artificial borders so we can see the 
full range of a ::.at:ural habitat. whether wetland, forest., stream 
or desert expanse. And it makes us see all the creatures that ar·e 
collectively rooted to one habitat, a~d how, by keeping chat 
habita~ whole and intact, we ensure the survival of the species. 

F01: example. in the Cascades; the spotted owl's decline was 
o~ly part of the collapsing habitat of ~he ancient forests. When 
seen as a whole. that habitat stretched from Canada to San 
Fra!"lc:'sc:o. Not one but thousands of species l from waterfowl of 
the air to the salmon in their streams, depended for their 
survival on the unique rain forese amidst Douglas fir t hemlock 
and red cedar. 

Our response was the President's Forest Plan, a holistic 
regional agreement forged with state and local officials and the 
private sector. Across three state borders, it keeps critical 
habitat intact, provides butfer zones along salmon streams and 
coastal areas, and elsewhere provides a sustainable timber 
harvest for generations to come. 

That'S also the lesson of Bve~glades National Park, where 
great flo·eks of wading birds are decHning becau~e the~r shallow 
feeding waters were drying up and dying off. Onl~ by erasing park 
boundaries could we trace the problem to ita source, hundreds of 
miles upstream, where agriculture and cities were diverting the' 
shallow water for.their own needs. On~y by looking at the .whole 
South Florida watershed, could state and federal agencies unite 
to put :he parts back together, restore the severed estuaries, 
revive ~he Park f and satisfy the needs of farmers, fishermen, 
ecologists and water users from Miami to OrlandO. 

This holistic approach is working to protect creation in the 
~ost fragmented habicats of America: from salmon runs in 
Cal~fornia's \;entral Valley to the red~cockaded woodpecker .across" 
Soutneastern hardwood forests; from the Sand Hill Cranes on the 
headwaters of the Platte River in Central Nebraska to the desert 
tortoise of tp.e Mojave Reserve. !'d like to say that. the 
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pcssibilicies are limiced cnly by our ir.agination and our 
commitment to honor the instructions of Genesis. 

Le t us answer 

But more and more, the possibilities are also limited by 
some me~ers of Congress. 'Whenever I co~fron~ some of these bills 
:.:::'ac are rout.inely introduced, bills .. sometime:s openly written by 
i:oC:uscr:'al lobbyists,' bills chat systematically eviscerace cr.e 
E~dar.gered Species AC~, I take refuge a:d inspiration from che 
,si~ple written answers of :hose children a~ the Los' Angeles expo. 

But I sometimes wonder if children are the only cnes who 
express religious values when talking about endangered species. r 
wonder if anyor.e else in America is trying to restore an ounce of 
humility to ~arJ<ind, remi~ding our ?olitical leaders· that the 
earth is a sacred precinct, designed by and for the purposes, of 
the Creator. 

I got my answer lase month. 

I read letter after letter from five different religious 
orders. representing tens of ~llions of churchgoers, all 
opposing a House bill to weaken the Endangered Species Act. They
'opposed it not for technical or scientific or agrioultural or 
medicinal reasons, but for spiritual reasons~ 

And I was moved not only by how such diverse faiths could 

reach sO pure an agreement again.t this bill, but by the cammon 

language and terms with which they opposed it, language that 

echo'ed the voic'es ot' the children: 


One letter. t'rom the Presbyterian Church. 'said: "Contemporary 
moral issues are relat~d to our understanding of nature and 
humanity's place in them.- The Reform Hebrew Congregation wrote: 
ROur tradition teaches us that the earth and all of its creatures 
are the work and the possessions of the Creator.- 'And the 
Mennonite Chureh wrote: ·We need·to hear and obey the command of 
our creator who instructed us to be stewards of God's creaeion.

And suddenly, at that moment, . I understood exactly why some 
members ot Congress react with such unrestrained fear and 
loathing towards th.. Bndangered Species Act. ! understood why 
they tried to ban all those, letters from the congressional 
record. I understood why they are so deeply disturbed by the 
prospect of religious values entering the national debate. 

For if they heard that command of our Creat6r, if they truly 
liseaned eo His inst~~ctions to be responsible stewards, then 
cheir-entire framework of human rationaliZations for tearing 
apart the Act comes to nought. 
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! ~onclu-:!e :-:ere tc::ig!":.t. by affirrning that t~ose cel~gio:...:s 
values ~e~in at the tear~ of the gndangered Species Act, ~~at 
t~ey nake :~e~selves r.anifest through the green eyes of che grey
wolE, th~cugh che call of the whooping c~ane, through :he splash 
of che ?acific salmon, through the voices of America's ch~ldren. 

We are l:'ving between the flood and the rainbow: bet'lleen the 
threa:s to creation on the one side and God's :=venan~ to protect 
life an the other. 

Why should we save endangered species? 

Let \..:.9 answer this question with one voice, the voice of the 
child at that expo. who scrawled her answer ac the very bottom 0:= 
che sheet; 

,rBecause we can." 
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LEADING AMERICA CLOSER TO TIlE ~ROMISE OF GOD'S COVENANT 

Keynot:e Address of U.S. Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt 
Associated Church Pre_ss 1996 Annual Convention 

Mesa, Arizona 
Thursday, April 11, 1996 

I'd.like to start today by telling you two interrelated 'stories 
from my life~ ~ne as a father, one as a Cabinet Secretary_ 

For arriving in Mesa reminds me of a time, just over a decade 
ago, ......hen I took my son.hiking into the White Mountains of 
western Arizona. I remember, in particular, my son asking a 
child's question: "Dad, are there wolves living here?" As a 
parcial answer, I later read him the moving Arizona passage in A 
Sand Couney Almanac where the author, like other federal agents 
at.that time. had shot one of the last remaining packs of wolves. 
It was part of a national eradication policy, based on the 
assumption that "because fewer wolves meant more deer, that no 
wolves would mean a hunters' paradise." But AIda Leopold 
experienced a conversion after he 

"reached the wolf in time to watch a "fierce green fire dying 
in her eyes. I realized then, and have known ever since, 
that there was something new to me in those eyes, something 
known only to her and to the mountain ... I now suspect that 
just as a deer herd 'lives in mortal fear of its wolves, so 
does a mountain live in mortal fear' of its deer." 

The second story began one morning in January 1995 in, the heart 
of Yellowstone National Park, where I stood knee deep in a layer 
of deep snow·that blanketed the first protected landscape in 
America. For as Interior Secretary I was helping to carry the 
first grey wolves back into that landscape. Through conservation 
laws, I was there· to restore the natural cycle, to help make 
Yellowstone complete. The first wolf was an Alpha female, and 
after I set her down in the transiti'on area, where she would 
later mate and bear wild pups, I looked through the grate into 
the eyes of this magnificent creature; I saw the green fire flare 
up again, a fire brought back by America's conservation laws, 
with the power to help restore God's creation. 

Between those two 'events, separated by nearly a century, there 
awoke in America a profound new sense of national stewardship, a 
shift that has been embodied in our most important conservation 
law: the landmark,1973 Endangered Species Act. ' 

I then r-eturned'to Washington where a newly elected Congress was 
armed with an agenda that was both hostile to God's creation and 
determined to dismantle the very legal tools -- especially the 
Endanger-ed Species Act -- that allow us to restore it. 
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These :egislators claim that: God gave Adam and his descendancs 
"domi:'!ion" over Creation with instruc::':"'ons to "subdue" it. as r:.::ey 
see fit. Thus absolved of responsibi:ity, leaders in Congress 
:nai:1tain :hac. DDT "should noe have been banned" because ir. "drove 
up the cost o! doing business;" that "o:1e hundred and fifty 
r:ational parks of the some 368 need to be dropped;!! and chat the 
Envirc:,~rnencal Protection Agency is "the Gestapo of government." 
Whereupon chey quietly proceed to introduce bills that dismantle 
la'.... s 1 ike the Endangered Species Act and 1972 Clean Water Ac:.:. 

'tlhate'.1er our differences on specific matters of policy, r:tany of 
~hese leaders show a deep and pervasive hostility nOt only co t~e 
envirorur,ent, but to che values expressed by A.'lterica' s rel igious 
leaders, both those in the church hierarchy and those speaking 
from t~e back pews. 

For example, last October five leaders from the Pre5byteria~, 
Methodis"", Evangelical Lutheran, Jewish, .and Mennonite faiths, 
representing tens of millions of churchgoers, all wrote different 
letters opposing a bi~l to cripple t~e Endangered Species Act. 
They opp<)sed it not for technical or scientific or agricultural 
or medicinal reaso~sl but for spirttual reasons, . 

These letters were submitted to be entered in the Congressiona: 
Record, .;i routine and invariably honored request. But the 
committee chairman at first refused to admit them; only after 
protest ~ver their exclasion were the letters begrudgingly 
allowed. Why? What was so politically dangerous" about the 
:etters? To find out, I obtained copies, and read each o~e. 

Oue wrote: "Concemporary mo:r.:al issues are related to our 
uuderstandi:tg of nature and humanity's place in them. It 

Another:' "Our tradition teaches us that the earth and all of its 
creatures are the work: and the possessions of the Creator. 11 

A third; lIWe need _to hear and obey the command of our Creator who 
instructed us to be stewards of God's creation." 

It seems only if religious. leaders support legislation can they 
speak with authority and deliberation. For in January, after ~he 
Evangelical Environmental Network unveiled·a nationwide c~paign 
~o support the Endangered Species Act as lithe Noah's ark of our 
day" and warn that a bill in Congress may well !!sink" it, they 
were suddenly rebuked as less than honest. Accusing them in an 
open lett~r .of "using the pulpit to mislead people," House 
~e~ders criticized them: "As religious people, you have a high 
obligation to seek the truth, eVen in the political arer.a. II 

But even if Congress keeps you off Capitol Hill, even if they 
force you to wait behind a long line of corporate lobbyists 
clutching. their due bills after financing the last election, you 



may find, "as T did, chat the or.ly policical arena that: mac;;:..,r-s :'5 

out her'€! on American ':'a::dscape, far, f:-orn Washington. 

For example. one year ago I traveled beyond the beltway to see 
hew the rest of America felt about bills to close national parks, 
repeal storrr;water treatment, and pe'rmit ext:inction. Here's what! 
found; 

• At a Los Angeles HEco~Expo" last April, hundreds of children 
were invited to write do~ their a::swer~ to the basic question: 
"Why sl3.ve endangered species?" 

One child l Gabriel, answered, "3ecause God gave· us the 
animals. " 

Travis and Gina wrOte, "Because we love them.!! 
A ::hird answered, II Because we'11 be lonely without them." 
Still another wrote, "Because theyl re a par: of our l:..fe. If 

we didn't have them, it would not be a comolete world. 7he :'ord· 

put them on earth to be enjoyed, not destroyed,lI 


• Dc the banks of the St.,Johns River in Jacksonville Flo~ida, 
a fisherman said we need to restore the river for recreation, a 
civic scientist said we need co have drinkable water, an 
enviro'nmentalist said we need clean streams for waterfowl and 
wildlife, and a restaurateur said we need a clear waterfront as a 
Pagnec to draw people and business, But then a ~in~ster rose and 
said, beyond all those reasons, we 'need to restore the river 
because God gave uS clean rivers and to allow it to become fou:ed 
was simply, unequivocally, "wrong. H 

• On the banks of the Kentucky River in Frankfurt a group of 
local doctors, parentS, teachers and scientists had I1Come to the 
waters,)' just as you have today, But whatever their unique line of 
work/ they all shared the saII'.e emphasis: We have a moral . " 
obligation as stewards to the land. When I noted the unity of 
their voices, answering on religious grounds, a woman chimed in. 
"Well, Mr, Secretaryr you ~ in the Bible Belt!" If so, that 
belt e~cornpasses the entire nation, For in each city ~ traveled 
tO I North, South, East or West, I heard a familiar spiritual 
answer. 

• I joined a wednesday night interfaith meeting at the 
Peachtree Presbyterian Church in Atlanta. There, the minster read 
us Psalm 24 that proclaims liThe earth is the Lord1a and the 

·fullness 	thereof, the world and those who dwell therein; for he 
has f9~nded.it upon the seas, and established it upon the 
rivers, ,t 

• upon one of those rivers, on a cloudy, windswept morjing i~ 
portland l religious gro).lps helped us plant native willow and 
Oregon grape to restore the streambank of Fanno Creek. 

• At tne New Waverly Baptis~ Church in West Dallas, 

congreganta discovered the disastrous health effects en 

~eighborhood families from a nearby lead smelting plant. 7hey 
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5--.:ccged-ed-.in having the plapc closed and have conv:lrlced t:.~.e ::ity 
to <astabl:..sh a healt:h clinic in the church basement_ 

•. At the. Full Circle House of Prayer in Port Huron, Michigan, 

nuns brought together members of the community to learn how to 

concrol invasive pests in order co procec: local wetlands. 


• Chi~dren frc~ the Mainline Reform ~emple in wynnewood, PA 

have painced'::ish on·sewers co discourage dumping where it 

threate~s the purity of local waters. 


• And,just three Sundays ago, Pope Joh:: paul !I reminded the 

'Ilorld chat while the scripture allows humans have a "privileged 

position" on Sarth. I!thia is not authority to lord over it, even 

l:ess t.O devastate it.1! The season of Lent , he said, offers us a 

"profound lesson to respec:: the enviror.n:lent. Among the negative 

outcomes of this cultu~e of domination is a distorted use of 

nature chat disfigures its .face and jeopardizes the equil.ibrium, 

k~d i~ does not slow-even with the th=eac of ecological

disaster, 'I 


D.uring the course of :ny travels I and watching America's 

environmental awakening unfold in cities and towns everywhere, I 

turned back to reread Genesis, in light of the comments I had 

heard in so many communities. 

We all re~ember the Deluge as an account of sin and punisr~ent. 

of destrJction followed by hope and renewal. But upon reading i:: 

once again, I saw still more rr,eaning. 


Noah 'Has of course commanded to take into the ark two by two and 

seven by seve~ every living thing in creation, che =lean and the 

unclean, Ou~ Creator did nat specify that Noah should limit the 

ark to two charismatic species, two goad for hunting, cwo species. 

that might provide some cure down the road, and, say, two that 

draw crowds to the city zoo. 


~o, He specified the whole of creation. And when the waters 

receded, and the dove flew off to dry land, God set all the 

creatures free , commanding them to"multiply upon the earth. Then. 

in t:he words of His covenant with Noah, "when the rainbow appears 

in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting 


. covenant between me and ali living things on earth. II 

~~y is this .relevant in the modern political arena, ,as the 

religious community speaks to and from the pulpit? ,Because today I 

we are still living between the flood and the rainbow: between 

threats to creation on the one side and Godis covenant to protect 

life on the ather; between the incomplete landscape I grew up 

with and the full restoration of wolves that my son will know. 
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Only C'"O t,.::':.ngs .s:::a:ld be::'..,reen these :wo visions. The :irsc is 01.i:' 

secular conservation laws, laws whic::t preserve habit-at, proc.ecc. 

national pa.rks, and restore our rakes, rivers and shores .sa t!::ac,

when they are clean, we can indeed "Come to che Waters." 

But: che second is so~ething less visible and more fundamental 

chan t.he laws chemselves. It is the spiritual and moral values 

chat are embodied in those laws. Witho~~ those values ~e can~oc 

develop as responsible stewards of the land. And so I conclude 

here by asking you who speak to Our religious leaders ar.d to our 

congre9ations: How ca:l we work toget.her ~- in our respective 

callinss - - to protect God's Crea:.:'::>::? 


We can conti~ue to awaken others to our stewardshic of :he land. 
For A..'1lerlCa' S ~eligio-..:.s cortUi\u:::ity . - convinced of scient.ific 
evidence and consensus, and acting across a remarkable spectrum 
of faith groups -- is aryaying its ancien: a~d authoritative 
t.eac~ings for action in response to t.he crisis of plar.etary 
envi rO:~'TIent . 

We can assert and amplify our values, whether or not Congress 
wa::ts to hear them. . 

We can liste~ when the Bishops of the Catholic Church declare: 
liAs individuals, as institutions, as a people, we need a change 
of heart to preserve a~d protect the planet for our children and 
for generations yet: up.born,lI and we can answer~ "Amen. n 

Ne can endorse the hur.dreds of evangelical Christian scholars and 
national agency executives who have signed and distributed an 
"Evangelical environmental Declaration. II 

We can praise the leaders of American Judaism who ~ollectively 
state that liThe ecolog:'cal crisis hovers over all Jewish 
concerns I for the threat is global, advancing, and ultimately 
jeopardizes ecologica~ balance and the quality of life.~ 

We can actively support the Protestant communions, acting within 
the National Council of Churches of Christ', who have brought 
together as no national environmental organization has. 
constituencies opposing racism as well as pollution. 

Finally. we can rememher that conserva~ion did not begin as a 
parcisan, or even a political issue. Nor did it begin on Earth 
Day. It began in that time between the flood and the rainbow, a 
time that begins with.the break: of each new day. You can help by 
asking your leaders, your co~gregations, and yourselves to 
transcend the narrow partisan differences, which can only drive
uS back, towa~d destruction, and instead uphold our moral 
obl~gacion a~ stewards of God's creation. which can only to bring 
us closer ':0 the. hope and renewal that was and is· the promise of 
His covenant. 
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