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THE POTENTIAL OF THE SCIENCE-RELIGION CONFLUENCE FOR
AFYECTING POLICY AND ADMINISTRATION

Bruce Babbit

taited Stoees Departnent of the bueiior

The anthor's understanding of the full scope of God's covenani after the Flood, together
wath the scieniific insights of systems theory, guided him ro impleinent  new approach in

_adminisiering national restovarion and protecrion policy. He is convinced thar arreniprs by

Congress o dismantle such legistaton as the Endangered Species Act of 1973 are founded
npon fear of the porential power of the canjunciion of spiritual values with scientific insighs.

V've been doing some reflection about
what ties at the intersection between religion
ard science, And ['ve had to do it 1wy the pres-
surized mimosphere of contention, of change,
of radical proposals coming a1 vs——really vp-
precedented kinds anacks upon the whole
idea of community.

am remanded, here in Boston, of Paul
Revere, sounding a warning across the land.
We have our own obligation to sound the
alarrn, When Panl Revere was riding, the
agreed-upon lantern signal iy Old Nosth
{Church was “One if by land, two if by sea.”
And it accurred 1o me that, if he were here
wright, he'd Jook up &t Old Nonth Church
and he'd be terrorized. He’d see tivee lan-
wemns buming, because this stack is coming
by land, by water—from every side. It'san
atiack uponhe whole notion of public fands,
of any kind of public interest in the land-
scape. It’s an attempt to repeal the 1972
Clean Water Act, all of the wetlands provi-

sions and things that were begun o enabie

u$ fo regain some sense of siewardship over

the rivers and lakes. :
1 want 1o concentrate now, for a few

minutes, on the Endangered Species Act of

1973, beaause it has become the fiash-point

for contention. 11 is 1he one law that is stir-
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ring the most passionate atiempts at appeal
in the United States Congress. )t's been re.
ally singled out in a very special way, I'd
ke t reflect on why thats, and oo why 1
think that the Endangered Species Act be.
comes a metaphor, if you will, for the ef-
forts we make 10 bridge science and relis
gion, joining thesm together in a harmoni-
Ous Way.

1 have always sensed that the Endan.
gered Species Act was undergirded by a kind
of implicit sense of values, of really power.
ful, generalized values. I recall an Eco-Ex-
position in Los Angeles, not long ago. Some-
body from my Department put up a sheet of
paper and invited a group of schoolchildren
1o write on that sheet of paper their answers
to the guestion, "Why should we save ene
dangered species?”

These were sixih, seventh, and erghth
graders, giving their responses, and I've writ-
ten down some of their answers. One young-
ster said, “Becavse God gave us the ani-
mals.” Another child, named Travis, said,
“Because we love them,” A third one an-
swered, “Because we'll be lonely withowt
them.” Another one said, “Because they're
part of our life, If we did not bave them, it

. would not be a complete world.” Someone
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glse satd, "The Lord put them on earth ©©
snjoyved, not destroyed.” One answer

.y Jutmped out ai me: down at the bot-
tom of the page, someone had scrawied just
three words: “Becsuse we can.” Now in
thinking about that, |iwned to retlect sbout
the debate poing on n the United States
Congress, because Congress doesn’t think
that we ¢an, ’

The new leadership in the Congress
believes that the Endangered Species Actis
exclusively a debate about utilitarian val
yes, WNothing more. Admitiedly, they de-
fine utilitariun fairly broudly: I aspeciesis
charissialic, Jer's suve i, That takes care of
Hons und tigers, If some species are good
for gumie hunting, let's save theme—those
species are inviied “onto the Ark.™ For
those who ke 1o go lishing, they'li save
the fish-—but not ali fish, mind you, because
in the eyes of this Congress, most fish are
“trash {ish,”

Congress has taken it upon themselves
pedetine creation, They're willing 10 save

fish you go fly-fishing for, or bass fish-
2. Or if a plant species might concgiv-
ably be a potential source of medicines—
tike the Pacific yew trew or the Madagascar

1’d like 1o reflect on why I think that the
Endangered Species Act becomes a meta-
phor, if you will, for the efforts we make to
bridge science and religion, joining them

together in a harmonious way.

periwinkle—they 'l concede that further dis.
cussion might be warranted for such spe-
cigs, Butthere is no other criterion that sug-
gests that there 15 any other obligation, And
therefore, they feel that their first task 13 10
abolish the Endangered Species Act in its
~rgsent o,
I've had occasion to think about this is-
“sue of values and tbis wilitariag approach,
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and I've thought back over my own child-
hood. | grew up in one of the most remark-
able places i this land, & lntle wown named
Flagsatt, in narthern Arizona. [t s nestied
at the toot of 4 grear blue mountain that rises
6.000 feet above the town, siraight up out

of the desert. 1£'s got 3 snow-capped suin-

mit that most of the tine 15 obscured in the
clouds. And as | was growing up. | giways
had a mystical attachment to that moumain.
I knew it was 3 manifestation of something
larger than physical reality. But in the
chusch that | atiended, the connection was
never made. " :

I went to Sunday AMass from my earli-
est memories untd 1 left that wown in high
school, and we never got outside the four
walls of the church, There was never acon-
nection made with the landscape. We were
living in the most mystical, evecative land-
scape i 1he world, and the connegticn just
wasn 't there, In the religious {radition that
I grew up inein that particular generation
and 1ime and phase—aur celationship o the

" natural workd was without voice, The view

of this relationstip was a3 reflection of the
prevatling ulilitarnan view of the natural
world, with its long precedence in philoso-
phy and theology.

1 felt then that  had
to 20 1o another reli-
gious wadition to make
the connection. Now
the remarkable thing
was that just such 2 re-
ligious tradition was on
the other side of that
same mountain, If was

s Hopi Indian fiend of

mring who, ene sumimer, led me by the hand
out 1o the pueblos, sitting up on the en-
chanted mesas, extending off 1o the north,
It wig g surmner mosping in June, the
Xachina dancers were filing into 1he plaza,
And in the niost Heral way, he explained to
me that these kachings come from the sum-
mit of that sacred mountiin, where they are
the interinediory between the Divisity und
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i, Sard e Towarched this viteal unfeld in
the plazac b tel the poverty in thy midss of
my onwnt rich religious yaditon. That con-
neciion wiinthe landscape just wasa 't theve.
Later in the sununer, nmy friend took me back
for the Snake Dances. and § saw unothey of
the pageams in the Hopi sacred cyoie un-
fold inthe plaza. Thev praved for rain and
relensed the serpems 10 Carmy the message
back imo o landscape saturated with sacred
Meaning.

} bepan 1o wonder whether my only
choice was w embrace somegne else’s cul-
tare, or whether E might sum back snd have
a second ook 3t my own religious radition.
Like most of us, what 1 8id was head back
10 my own religious tradition,

The Catholic priests who taught me were

not big on having us rummaging wound in
the Bible independently, But being a brave,
adventoresome soul, Dwent bock and staned
exploring in Genesis, and | was immediately
taken by the ac. '
counss of Creation
and the Ieiuge.
I'd always heard
the rationalization
that God gave do-
minton over the
Earth to human.
kind.

But then 1
read carefully for
the first time ihe
account of the
Deluge. And 1
read the familiar paris abow Nosh being
conmnanded (¢ take the species, clean and
unclean, two by two, seven by seven, all of
Creation into the Ark—rnor two charismatic
species, ot those waterfowl that we hunt,
not the potential sources of medicine——but
two by two, off of Creation, And inreread-
tng it. what came through 1o me finally was
the covenant at the end that runs between
God and Noah and his children. But that
covenant, sealed by the rainbow, also runs

theology.

berween God and the Earth. That's when 1

“elosed the wiangle” sud began to under-
stand that thete i5 a2 connection—ihat this
lsndscape and that great blue moumain are
sacred. that it js# some piece of property,
thet it is God's Cremion, -
Enlighiened by this journev, 1've had o¢-
casion 10 begin 10 think about the meaning
of the Endangered Species Act. and the rea-
son that it 45 so threatening W those people
1y their radical guest 1o erase the architec-
ure of protection that we've built up over
the decades, as a people. § began 10 see that
the season i1's so threatening is precisely be.
cause 1 is so Jaden with spirtus] value, |

began snderstand that the Endangered -

Species Act really is, intentionally or unin-
tentionally, a reflection of the command of
Genesis, of the covenant of Genesis, Tt

speaks of the potential of spiritual values.

The childress who were writing their |

messages on the board at the Eco-Exposi-
nen implicitly understand those spiritual

in the religious tradition that I grew.up
in—in that particular generation and time
and phase——our relationship 1o the natural
world was without voice. The view of this
relationship was a reflection of the prevail-
ing utilitarian view of the natural world,
with its long precedence in philosophy and

values, even if the United States Congress
doesn’t, Qur task, therefore, is 10 begin to
appreciate that the reason why it is so
threatening is that it represents an incred-
Jbly powerful conjunction of spiritual val-
ues and science.

luformed by that conjunction, 1 began
10 examine my conscience, if you will, about
the administration of this Endangered Spe-
¢ies Act. 1 began 1o see some really impors
1ant things. [ saw that my predecessors and
a o1 of really well-inmentioned scientists and
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adminisirators across the past twemy years
have been administering the Endangered
Species Act in a manner that is reatly de-
void of this understanding of its spirituil
vadues. They have tended to intervene one
species at a tirne. not seeing the renality of
creation, They bave managed one crisis af-
ter another, ut the eleventh hour precisely,
becsuse the scientists hadn't had the siimu-
lus of the values simerment behind the in-
junction o protect blodiversity,

And $0. as we began 10 lock at how we
administer the Endangered Species Act,
watching both the values and the science,
we Came 1o some surprising conclusions.
The first really big o was in the Pacific

[ saw that my predecessors and a lot of
really well-intentioned scientists and ad-
ministrators across the past twenty years
have been administering the Endangered
Species Act in @ manner devoid of this
understanding of its spiritual values. They §
have tended 10 intervene one speciesata  §
tlime, not seeing the totalily of creation.

Northwest, where the Spotted Owl had been
the subject of contention for some ten years
and bad reached un absolute impasse, [ be-
gantosee it na different way | saw it wasn't
about an owl! it's about the setting in which
the owl lives. The Spotted Owlizs a warning
 signal sbout g system in orisis.

And afl of 2 sudden, with that insight,
we were able to step back and see that we
neetded 1o erase the lines on the map and ook
at the Cascuade Moeuntains from Puget Sound
clear down to San Frangisco Bay. We needed
o laok not ot une bird, but a1 handreds of
species. We managed 1o get the scieniists
together and to strip off thetr jurisdictional
badges and look at the exfire sysfens, nflsed
and hopefully inflamed by the value judg-

72

ntent that it is our job 1o protect biodiver-
sity, God's Creation.

Gut of that vame an unprecedented
study, based on the viability of the different
spreies, bused on forestry practice. ond so
forth—just tooking a the whole thing ay a
svsten and reassembling it as s system, from
the Spotted Owl, 1o the Marbled Mureler,
o the fish spawning in the siream. As an
act of faith, we believed that inthe ¢id there
would be room for humankind--that it shis
way of approaching the andscupe is a re-
flection of a larger purpose, then we are o
pant of that purpose. :

And that's what this “new look” is

about. {1 isn’t about creating more wilder-
ness areas, exclu-
sively. We used to do
that, That was an -
teresting view of Cre-
ation, but it wasn't
pertect, because it
didn’t  deal with
hunmanied's place in
Creation, We can’t
deat with Creation by
“fencing off the back
forty.” We can't do
that, beCause avery-
thing relates, Uln-
mately, we're driven
1o look at the whole thing, to see it whole,
and then to ask what the moral injunctions
are ppont 15 as 4 species, 1o Hve a litde more
lightly upon 1hat landscape and (o see it
whole.

The second conclasion we've reached,
in watching both the values and the scignce
inour adininistration ot the Endangered Spe-
cies Act, is how to approach the Florida By
erglades, Here was 2 Nutional Park with a
fenice around it, and i was collapsing, des-
iceated. dead, The reasan is thar Creation
isr't very susceprible of being purtitioned
inio little squares while we say, “Well here's
a represemative sumple of God's Creation,
and we're going 1o 51 i uside us we lay wiste
to the rest of it .
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The problem wasn't in Everglades Na-
tional Park: the Park Rangers had taken grea
case of it. The problem was two hundred
miles away 1o the north, in Lake
Chkeechobee, The prablem was she woater
supply: that arery of waier had been sev.
ered by the Coms of Englugers, 10 drain the
swumps 1o create a vast developed area of
sgriculiure: and in the process, the svstem

wis collapsing. So we were driven, once

again, 1o consider what
the value issues are
here. This forced us to
bring in the State of
Flosnda, the developers,
agriculture, the Water
Munagement Dastrict,
sixigen gitferent federal
agencies, and others,
This issue, uliimaiely,
is about how we live on
the landscape,

The "ecosysiem
catled Florida is all
cannected. Ulthnately, our job of resiora.
non and protection entered every facer of life
in the whole community, and we had n find
some way 10 stitch that hydrological sysiem
hack together, We are on the road 1o getting
1hat done. notwithstanding what's going on
m Washingion. People in Flonda seem 10
have an intuitive appreciation for the right-
ness of this way of doing i

I"ve pot to say again and again that their
sense of the rightness is a combination of my
abiiity 1o persuade them that bicdiversily is &
valid scientific concept and. more importanily,
of their own internal spiritual valves. They
understand and believe the injunction of Gen-
ests, They understand that there is something
bevond a utifitarian issue here. Jusntexcly-
sively about short tons of sugar cane and tons
of fish caleh in Florida Bay.. I1's about g larger
wsue calied “humikity in from of God's Cre.
atien.”” How powerful an ides that it! it's not

just an idea—it's a reality! "And when that

comes together with the scientific concepts,
the possibilities are enonnous.

THE Boston THEoLOGICAL INSTITUTE |

This is The big realization that has con-
fronted me. interms of policy. Pm increns-
ingly cestain thai the reasosn this law is such
a flash-pownt 1s precisely because the people
wha are oul 10 destroy ol that we 've Created
wrdderstand thas this is "The Big Owe,” be-
cause it is so laden with spisinual values. It
drives themn absolutely crazy,

Uil give just one example of that, A
couple of weeks ago. a number of your

There is something beyond a utilitarian
issue here. Itisn’t exclusively about
short tons of sugar cane and tons of fish
catch in Florida Bay. 1t’s about a larger
issue catled ‘“humility in front of God’s
Creation.” And when that comes 1o-
gether with the scientific concepts, the
possibilities are enormous.

Churches wrote feiters 10 the Congress, mak-
ing this paint, in your respeciive ways, about
valugs, Those Jetiers were offered into the
record of the House Natural Resources Com-
mittee, This is routinely dorne. They're al-
ways accepted, The Chairman of the Com-
mittee sefused vour letters. He wouid not
atiow them into the secord.

That, s me, is a statement that the new
leaders of Congress undersiand the power
of the confluence of these two streams of
science and religion, and of our place and
our role--nof regarding ster property. but se.
garding God's Creation. And so | urge you
10 continue 10 find the places where the iribu-
aries of science and religion flow together .
and create & mainstream. Uitimately, the po-
litical process is dominated by and deter
mined by values, '
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Bruce Babbitt was the Governor of Arizona from 1977 till 1987, Alter praciicing law
for & number of years in the Washington, D.C.. area, in 1983 he was appoiniad by
President Bill Clinton to be the Secrstary of the Qeﬁar‘ment of ‘;‘w interior, a position
he holds today,

Aftar graduating frorm the Universily of Notre Dame with 5 B.A ingeclogy, he earned
an M.S. degrae in geophysics from the University of Newcastle, Engiand, He then
turned fo the study of law, earning an L.L.B. degree from Harvard Law School.

Secretary Babbitt's tenure as Secretary of the interior is marked by important initia-
tives in administrative policy: large-scale, consensus-based enviranmental restora-
tion projecis with an awareness of ecosystem dynamics. He describes the evolu-
tion wl this apﬁroach i fus assay hers, winch he gave a3 the keynote address at a
conference in November 1985. Enm,f@d “Consumption, ?’apu!arm & the Environ-
ment; Religion & Science Envision Equity for an Altered Creation,” the conference
was presenfed by the Boston Theological Institute together with the American Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Scignce.
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Babbitt’smsph'itual beliefs -
help him care for the earth

Several wesksago,
ﬁénpbpkesimm&
ooy exploring
conmecion betweer
interior

tha s
{atholic i s
Cabcle g

oppoattion 1o seving the Grand
Canyon, s an sprphanos ex-
perience with o

whtich helped transform Babbitt
o8 comservationis, Popkey

creaticn: are shaped by our spirk
;ﬁjmmgmgmm
e xre duing
Cmm&m
Hage's real dispiste with Secre-

' 1ary Babhift lies in their mn.

flicting imterpretations of

Scﬁfu.re. Babbilt,
¢mphasizes the story
of Moah's ark, and
the presenice of God's
hand in the genes of
every unique 3
By cortrast Chenow
wethHage, Hice miost
fndamertalists, fon
cuses on & literal une
derstanding of Gene
sis 128 "Fill the earth
and heva dominion
over it.” On the surfyce — and
Chenoweth-Huge's politics.
sertaiedy follow this surface
reading gggxe yerse seg:a 0
porray as giving
manking free license to do
whatever vee wigh with the
naftural worid and its erea.
Gires,
But oy tracition does not ine
erpeatthe verse tids way,
the e 2

at the end of the creaion par-
rative, when God piaces thee
Faomans in the Gardern apd
tellaus 10 “work it and walch

- VEr&.” Arnd lsst we forget our

proper piace and act as i za
Ture was nothdng more than

our private proparty toaxpioit,
tha gsalmm reminds aa:x‘rf‘ii?c
Earth is the Lord's, ared afl that
s init”™ In short, Jewich snvie
ronmentai schics follaw Secre
tary Babbitt's imerpretation
mruch mors closely than Cone
grassimass Chenoweth-Hage's..
“here gre many ways o
durerand Scriplurs. However,
before Congressmas {heye
weth-Hage (Who is not other
wise icm;vn for hier statgich ath
voesey of church-state separs-
tion} iamnbastes ths interior 5oz
retary, let her consider; s it
really so wrong tochoose the

text io 3 manner thar affirms
the intringic worth of al] God's
creatures, rather than one that
sees them as buman play-

er all, in the Genesia story, -

" "Dart Fink & the rabb for the

Ahgeath Beths fprnel congre.
gation.
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“arwaen the flood and tha:rainbow“
QUR COVENANT: TC PROTECT THE WHOLE OF CREATION

A wclf'slgxﬁaa eyes, a sacred blue mountain, the words from
Genesis, &hd the.answers of children all reveal the religious
vaiueg manifeat in the 1973 Endangered Species Ak,

Feb 13, 1%96 inm 8t. Louis

Remarks of U.S. Becretary of tha Interior Bruce Babbitt
Before the National Jewish Community Relationsg Advisory (ouncil

I began 1998 with one of the more memorable svents of my
lifetime. It tock place in the heart ¢of Yellouwstone National
Park, during the firgt wesk of January, a time when & layer of
deep, pure snow blanketsd the first protected landscape in
. Amevica. Bubl for all it’s beauty, over the pasy 60 years this
landscape had been an incomplete scosysgtem; by the 1%530s,
government -paid huntsrs had systematicaily eradicated the
predatoer at the top of the £00d chain: the American grey wolf.

I was there on thay day, knee deep in the snow, Decause I
had bgen gliven the honor of carrying the first wolves back into
that landscape. Through the work of conservation lawg, I wag
there to restore the natural cycle, to make Yellowstone complete.

The first wolf was an Alpha female, and after T get her down
in the transition area, where she would later mate and besar wild
pups, I looked through the grate into the gresn syes of this
ragnificent creature, within this spectacular landscaps, and was
profoundly moved by the elevating nature of America’s
conservation laws: laws with the power to make crasation whole.

I then returned to Washington, where a new Congress was
being sworn into office, and witnessed power ¢f a different kind.

Attack on water, land, creatures

Firsy I witnessed an atrack on our national lands, an all-~
out attempt to abolish our American tradition of public places --
whethar national parks, forestas, historic =ices, wildlifs
refuges, and recreation areas. Look guickly about you, name your
favorite place:; a beach in New York harbor; the Appomattox ,
Courthouse; the great western ski areas; the caribou refuge in
the Arctieg; or the pristine waters off the Florida Keys. For each
of these places is ar risk. Last month in the Denver Posgt, the
Chairman of the House Subcommittee on Public lLands estimated that
his committee may have to close more than 100 of the Park h
Service's 36% units. In these - -times, it seemg that no part of cur
history or our natural heritage is sufficiently important to
protect and preserve for the banefit of all Americans.

‘Next I witnessed an attack that targetg the 1572 Cléaﬁ'water
Act, the most successful of all cur environmental laws. Until
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that Act passed, slaughterhouses, pulp nills and factoriss from
"Boige vto Boston To Baton Rouge spewsd raw wasise into our
watarfronts,. Yet 23 yesrs later, as 1 visired America’s cities, I
saw that Act restoring those rivers, breathing new life into
once-dead wWarers.. I saw people gather on clean banks to fish,
sall, swim, eat and .live. I saw that, ag the Act helps cities
Crestors our waters, theose warlers restore our ¢itisg themselvas,
Angd then I saw Congress rushing to tear that Agy apart.

But Einaily, more than any of our environmental laws, the
Act they have most aggressgively singled out for elimination --
one that made Yellowstone complete -~ i3 the 1973 Endangered
Species Act.

Never mind that this Act is working, having saved 3% percent
of ail listed species; never mind that it sffectively pvat&czs
nundréds of plants and animals, from grizzly bears to whoopin
cranes to greanback cutthroat trout; never mind chat ic is éaiﬁg
so while costing aach hmerican L8 cents per yesar.

For the new Congress -~ while allowing for the above |
charigsmatic species, plug a deozen other species good for hu nting
and fishing, plus, just for goed measurg, the bald sagle -+ can

find absoclutely no reason $O protect all species in general.

Who cares, they ask, if the spotted owl goes extinct? We
won't misg it, or, for that matter, the Texasg blind salamander or
the kangaroo, rat. And that goes double for the fairy shrimp, the
burying beetle, the Delphi sands flower-loving fly and the virgin
spine dace! If they get in our way, if humans drive some
creatures to extinction, well, that's just too bad.

Cver tha{past year that isg, T think, a fairly accurate
summary of now the new maiority in Congress has expressed its
opinion of the Endangered Species Act.

The values of chilidren

They are not, however, the only Americans who have expressed
an opinion on this issue.

Recently I read an account of a Los Angeleg "Eca Expa" last
2pril, where children were invited to write down their answers to
the basic guestion: "Why save gndangered sgpecies?”

One child, Gabriel, answered, *"Because God gave us the
animals."

Travis and Gina wrote, "Becauss we love Lhem,”

A third answered, *Because we'll bhe lonely without them.”

S$till another wrote, "Because they‘re a part of our life. If
we didn’r have them, it would not be a complete world, The Lord
put them on earth to be enjoyed, not destroyed.”,
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Now, in my lifetime I have heard many, many policical,
agriculcural, scientific, medical and ecclogical reascons for
saving endangeved species. I have in facc hired biclogists and
gcologiscs for just that purpose. ALl chelr reasons have co 40
with providing humang with potentilal sures For disease, or
vielding humans new.strains of drought-resistant crops, or
offaring humans bioremediation Of ¢il spillig, or thousands of
other justificacions of why species are useful to humans.

But none of their reagons moved me like the children’s.

Foy these children are speaking and writing in plain words a
complex notion that has eicther been lost, or £orgotuten, Qr naver
learned by some members ©f Congress, and indeed by many of us.

*The children Are sexpressing the meral and spiritual
imperative that there may be a higher purpose inherent in
creation, demanding our respsacrt and our stewardship gquite apart
from whethar a particular speries is or ever will bs of material
use to mankind. They see in creation what our adult political
ieaders refuse to acknowlaedge. They express an answer that can be
reduced to one word: values.

KBy religious experisnce in church

I remember when I was their age, a child growing up in a
gmall town in Northern Arizorna. I happen to have learnsd my
religious values through the Catholic Church, which intreduced wme
to an encompassing theclogy, a sense of ordered moral purpcse,
and examples of love, mercy, and healing. These insgpire me still.,

But as with all the great Wegtern wisdom, traditions, and
disciplines, the voice of organized religion in its way, like the
gciences and humanities in thelr ways, seemed to me largely
silent on behalf of the natural world, relegating it to a kingd of
secondary status. Nature is here, it’'s lovely, it’'s a resource.
But as anything intrinsically and fundamentally sacrad, and
therefore binding us morally to ivs protection,..I heard little
of that in my education.

Teachings wmay have besn there. Indeed they were there, and
are here, availabhle to us all. God calls us to stewardship in
Genegis, 30d enters into covenant with all Creation, not jusc
numankind, under the rainbow following the great Flood. The Psalm
proclaims that "The Earth is the Lord’s® But in my childhood, or
as a young man, I did not hear this message steadily proclaimed .
as a central message of organized religion. and perhaps I did not’
gearch Lt out encugh myself.

Yet, outside that church I always had a nagging ingtinct
that the vast landscape was somehow sacred, and holy, and
connected to me in a sense that my catechism lynored.
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A Sacred Blue Mountain

Ar the sdge of my home hown & great blue mountain called the
San Francisco Psaks soars up out of the desert to & snowy summitn,
snagging ciouds Qn itg <rest, changing color with the seasons, It
was always a mysticgl, evocative presence in our daily lives. To
mé& that mountain, named by Spanish migsionaries for Saint
Francis, remalng & manifestation of rhe pregence of our Crsator.

On the opposite side of the blue mountain, in small pueblos
on the high mesag that stretch away toward the north, lived the
Hopi Indians. And it was a young Hopi friend who taught me that’
the blue mountain was, truly, a sacred placs.

One Sunday morning in June he led me out to the mesga top
villages where T watched as the Kachina filed into the plaza,
arriving from the snowy heights of the mountain, bringing
blegsings from ancther world.

Ancther time he tcok me {0 the ceremonials where the priests
of the snake ¢lan chanted for rain and then released live
rattlasnakes Lo carry thelr prayers to the spirits deep within
the sgarth. \

Later I went with him to a bubbling spring, deep in the
Grand Canyon, lined with paho2s -- the prayer feathers -- whare
nhis ancestors were heélieved to have emerged from another worid te
populate this sarth,

By the snd of that summer I came to beliesve, deeply and
irrevocably, that the land, and that blue mountain, and all tche
plants and animals in the n&tar&l world are tmgether a direct
raflaection of divinicy, that c¢reation iz a plan of God, and I
saw, in the words of Emerson, "the visible as procseding from cthe
invigible.!

Genesis and the Deluge

That awakening made me acutely aware of 4 vacancy amidst my
own rich religious understanding, and what seemed tLo me a very
muted voice from our religious community. It did not seem ficting
for me to smbrace a borrowed pagan culture. I felr I had to turn
pack and have a second look at my own traditien and legacy, and
discover, or recover, in my own heart and understanding, the
vigsion and gupport for my belief in the sanctity of the nanural
world, the sacredness cf chat blue mountain.

This has led me into a deep veligious inquiry, and one in
which T incoreasingly sae I am not alone.

There are those industrial apologists who, when asked about
Judeo-Christian values relating to the environment,: reply that
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zhe material world, including the enviromment, is just an
incidental fact, a backdrop, with no particular imperative --
vhat to be falthiul to the Creator we must care for the Creanion.

They Bee ip the [irst verses of Genesis a kind of Catalogue
£ Commedities -~ land, waters, fish, birds, and swarming
creaturas -- over which we can feel free to wxsrcise a form of
“dominion" governed entirely by what they choose to define . as
bagic to human need or desire, to whatever end, in whatever
manner, under ne moeral code or sanction.

We find out differently in the Flood, as they should read a
few verses on. We digcover that we really did profane phe Garden,
and that there really are consequencee here for what scripture
chaoses to designate quite simply as "gin.® .

But the account of the Deluge is not one of punishment
alone. It conveys the most comprehensive and intimare message
Aabout Life here on Barth, and what Earth means o God and how God
chooses ta love it, to énter inte Covenant for its protection,
and by so doing offeri g ug both moral guidance and spiricual
inspiratiocn.

Neak was of course commanded to take into the ark twe by two
and seven by seven svery living thing in creaticn, the c¢lean and
the unclean. Our Creator did not specify that Noah should limit
the ark to two charismaric species, two good for hunting, two
spacies that might provide some cure down the road, and, say, Lwo
that draw crowds to the city zoo.

No, He specifisd the whole of creation., And when the waters
receded, and the dove fillew off to dry land, God set all the

creatures free, commanding them to mulitioly upon the earth.

Then, in the words of the covenant with &c&h, *when the
rainbow appears in the cloudsg, I will see it and remamber the
everlasting covenant between me and all living th;ngﬁ on earth.

And listen to how Creation is d&scribed thereafter in
Pgsalms: "The pastures of the wilderness drip, the hills gird
themaelves with joy, the meadows clothe themselves with flocks,
the vallevs deck themselves with grain, they shout and gigh
together with joy. "

Centuries later we 8ing, “*purple mountains' majeasty” and
"amber waves of grain.* It is not so far a reach, it turas out,
for me and for all of us, to experience a feeling of homecoming
here. As a prodigal people, I believe we c¢an redisgcover how
familiar, if once forgotten, it is to regard ocur religious falth,
the natural world, and cur national vision as go intrinsically -
intertwined, A Homecoming, at last.
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Are we alone in this theought?

This 1ig, of course, my own personal interpretation of the
Bible, Dbased on my own personal experience. I can only spear for

—

myself, ——

Although, whenever I confront some of these aati-
anvironmental bills that are routingly incroduced, pilils
gometimes openly written by industrial lobbyists, bills that
systematically eviscerate the Endangered Specisg Acr, I take
refuge and inspiration from che simple written answers of those
children at the Log Angeles expo.

But I sometimes wonder 1f children are the only ones who
gxpress religiocus values when talking about endangered speciles. I
wonder if anyone else in America 18 trying to reéstore an ocunce of
numilicy te mankind, reminding our political lsaders that the
garth is a sacred precinchk, designed by and for the purposes of
the Creator. :

I got my answer last month.

I read letter after letter from five different religious
orders, repressnting tens of millions ¢f churchgoers, all
opposing a House bill to weaken the Endangersd Species Act., They
opposed it not for te¢nnical or gciencific or agricultura. or
medicinal reasons, but for spiritual reasons.

and I was moved not only by how such diverse faiths could
regach S0 pure an agreement against this bill, but by the commen
language and terms with which they opposed it, language that
echoad the voices of the children:

One lettar, from the ?raﬁbytefian Church, said:"Contamporary
moral issues are ralated to our understanding of nature and
humanity’'s place in them.®

The Refarm Hebrew Congregation wrote: "Qur tradition teaches
g that the earth and all of ivs creatures are the work and the
possassions of the Creator.®

And rhe Mennonite Church wrote: "We need to hear and obey
the command of our Creator who instructed us to be stewarnds of
God’s creation.®

A Great Awakening

and suddenly, at that moment, I began to understand exactly
why some members of Congress react with such unrestrained fear
and’ loathing towards the Endangered Species Act. I understood why
rhey tried to ban all those letters from the congressional
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recaord. I understood why they are s0 deeply discurbed by che
prospect of religlous values entering the national debate.

For if they heard that command of our Creator, if they truly
listened UD His.dnstructions o be responsible stewards, than
thair entire framewark of human rationalizations for teaping
apart the ACt comes Lo nough

But as I began to look further, I saw the strength and the
words and the direction of religious thought today goss hoth
deeper and further than the Endangered Species Act.

As I spoks with congregations arcund the country, with
leaders of the churches I began to sse something stirring across
the American landscape in every single community.

You hear me struggling to evoke what I am increasgingly
discovering as T have traveled around the country this past year:
A Great Awakening.

The American religious community -- ¢onvinced of scisntific
evidence and congensus, and acting across & remarkabls gpectrum
of faith ¢roups -- ig arraying its ancient and authevitavive
teachings for action in response to the crisis of planetary
anvironment., :

Where ongce it may have bheen mere muted, the religious woice
ig seeking to uplift our vigion on thisg issue, Lo be guided by
moral astandards in defense of the commons and the common good, to
inspect or acknowledge our habics of wastefulness and o change
them, and o link indiggolubly the causse of equirty and
gnvirenment, and the well-being of habitat and humankind.

Thig is not, 28 one participant puf it; "The Environmental
Movement at Prayer.' Nor is it, I can assure you, an adjunct to
this adminiscracion., Far €from itv, and long beyond it or an
Congresg. I have encounterad it as scholarly and deliberate,
acting from reflection, not reflex. Its rocts are in Genesis, not
Earth Day. It is the religious community being religious.

It is happening at the highest levels of governance ag wnen the
leaders of all branches of American Judaism collectively state:

"The ec¢ological crisis hovers over all Jewish concerns, fov
the threat is global, advancing, and ultimately jeopardizes
gcological balance and the gquality of life. It is
imperative, then, that environmental issues alse become an
immediate, ongoing ané pressing concern for our community."

Breaking Ground from Grass Roots



This Great Awakening i8¢ breaking ground from the o
of grags roots, in congregations of all denominations £
parts of the country.

rom all

ChildYen fram the Mainline Reform Temple in Wynnewood, PA
have painted fish on sewsrs to discourage dumping where ig
chreatens the puricy of local warers. .

) And I was touched to hear the story of Christ the Good
Shaphexd Orrhodox Church here in St. Louis, whers once, in
celebration of Epiphany, services were held on the banks of the
Mississippi. A sacred cloth would be thrown into the waters, and
children would swinm out to retrisve it, symbolizing joy in
creavion and stewardship. But now the waters are too dirty for
the children, and the ¢ioth is retrieved by a string. For the
moment, WE must be thar string, helding f£ast to the sanctity of
God’s river, even as we work Lo restore it, 80 we can watch the

children swim once again in its waters, on Epiphany.

1 conclude here tonight by affirming that those religious
cvaiuas remain at the heart of the Endangered Species Act and at
the core of our conservation laws as a whole; that th ey make
themselves manifest through the green eyes of the grey wolf,
through the call of the whooping crane, through the splash of the
pacific salmon, through the voices of America’s children.

wWe are living betwsen the flood and the rainbow: between the
threats to creation on the one side and God’s Covenant Lo protect
life on the other.

Why should we save endangered specieg?

Let us angwer thig question with one voice, the voice of the
child at that expo, who acrawled her angwer at the vary boctom of
the sheet:

*Bacause we can,
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and the ather apostles being ook for
Chirisz sake’ wns theunt so draws the
vontrist sith the hanghiv amd seffusats
isfize, 11 was a4 remark hom of kamili
B when faced wath Gods power mer
pur tives. Cantrarm e the protests
against justics Scalias speech, are-
sponsible use of judicial reasoning, ay
well us intellectual shjectivity, would
seem to require such humilin.” s

L
Saint watching
Itis mv high regard for dust
that brings me here.
Wrappedd in todav’s news.
the uncomicrtable diseover
of my latest magnificent defeats,
I seek a language
horn sutside ime.

i want to see through everything,
catch heaven'’s angels

chewing the fat,

watch the sud side

of the terrestrial machine

slam shue for the aight.

The Saints have seen such things.

[ must persuade myself to rejoice
no matter how tangled

[ become in praver.

T rust study the faces of Saints,
learn the history written there,
Dare { memorize their lush

and perfact urges?

Their grace clutters evervthing,
the wonders of DNA and praver,
soluptuous meditations.
the historv of old age,

* the sacred darkness
and the awsterions dange,
Dare § bire at their heeds?

L toll i hadhses, The soul follows.
The id pravs for mercy,
Al at osee mv eheosscions

o hesging dreuming without o et
Pers Sabiat wadehing awain,
snngdiaing s self o tdr cirange
sl preaceable Lsmgkons,
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Stewards of creation

bg Brice Babbitt |

VST OVESR a decade age | took

my son hiking ia the \White

Mouatains of wester Arizona. |

remember in particular that he
asked a childs question: "Dad, ars
there woh es living here?”

As a partial answer, [ later read
himn the moving passage about Ari-
zona in A S#nd County Almanac
which describes how the author, like
ather tederal agents at that time, had
shot one of the last remaining wolf
packs. His action was part of a nation.
al eradication poticy in the early vears
of this century, hased on the assump-
tion that "hecause fewer wolves
meant more deer, no wolves would
mean a hunters’ paradise.” But Alde
Leopold experienced a conversion
after he

reached the woll in time to watcha
fierce green fire dying in her eyes.
I realized then. and have known
ever since, that there was some.
thing new t¢ me in those eves,
something known only to her and
to the mountain, . .. [ aow suspect
that just as a deer herd lives in
mortal fear of its wolves, so does 4
mountain live in mortal fear of its
deat.

On another accasion, otie morn-
ing in January 1993 in the heart of
Yellowstone National Park, [ stood
knee.deep in snow that blanketed
the' tirst protected laadscape in
America, As interior secretary | was
helping to virry the first gray wolves
hick into thut lnmdseape, [ was there
1o restore the natural ovele, to help
muke Yellowstone complete. The
First wolf was an Alpha female, and
after £ set hee down in the transition
aren. wheve she wosdid birer mate and
bewr wild ey, Ulooked theagh the
grite info theeves of thix sty -
pent crentare: §lon v the grovn

fire e up—a the hronght bk By

SRy

Americus vanservation laws, with
the power 1o help restore Cod's cre-
ation.

Betweesn those two svents, separats
ed by nearly a century, there awoke in
America 3 profound new sense of au.
tional stewardship, 4 shift that has
been embodied in sur most important
conservation law: the 1973 Endan-
gered 3pecies Act, ’

I then returned to Washington
where 2 aewly elected Congress was
armead with an agenda that was hoth
hostile to God's creation and deter-
mined to dismantle the very legal
tools—especiaily the Endaugered
Species Act--that allow us to restore
that creation, )

These legislators claim that God
gave Adam and his descendants “do-
piinion” over erearion with instruc-
tions to "subdue” itas thev see fit. Thus -
absolved of responsibility, leaders in
Congress maintain ¢hat DDT “should
not have been banned” becaase it
“drove up the cost of doing business™;
that 150 nadonal parks of the some
385 qeed to be dropped™; and that the
Environmental Protection Agency is
“the Gestapo of government.” Where-
upen thev quietly praceed to intro-
duce bills that would dismantle Jaws
like the Endangered Species Act and
the 1972 Clean Water Act.

Whatever our differences on spe-
cific matters of policy, many of theze
leaders show 2 deep and pemvastve
hostility not only to the emvironmen:
hut to the values expressed by Ameni-
ca's redigions people, both those in the
church hierarchy and those speaking
{rom the pews,

For example, thiz pust Ocroher

Bruer Babbitt is U8, secretary of the ine
terinr aod aﬁ:m:er BOUerTiY ;*f&n-
soan. This article it aclapted frony an
aehfrews he give m Apribag the qronnd
cenrontion of the A aian o Clonch;
FLITRNONE PN 5 F TR ¥ S RYEMETT


http:impor.mt
http:natur.ll
http:d~�(;J.de

comdboes drestr thee Faadaonn

Sie thamiieg HETTR s, Shenpmeaiine
s fosands Lathes ol kopzens i

XTSI TS Pedl ssteaniodiing ;||zi!§1‘ liw

ndampood Spevies Avt They op-
gl Hoaedt for rechmieul, scivntific,
astriendenrad o inedichald Fesains, bt
dor spiritnal ceasons. These letters
wern wibmitteg] to e entered in the
Ceomgresswmal Hevord, woroatine o
abmant inviriablv honored reguest,
Bt the vommittey chuirman at Hrst
rotused s admit the letters:
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e savee r.'|u{.m‘_‘_n T HURRUR RTH
oalseed,

wanl, TBeciese $iad
s b the animals.”

chihl,
Tranis aund Chigs
Becidine war ke thine.” Siae
ather wsawvered, "Becunse we'd he
lopely withont them,” Sall unather
wrote, "Beenuse thevne u part of var
lite, IFwe didn't have thera, it would
nat be a complete warkd, The Lard

pat thenon eurth to be

e,

anly alter pritest over thetr . Conservation  wojored,  not de-
exclaston were th 1 grudg- ‘ strovesd”
ingly wllowed. W hat was 5o gld .nm_ # On the bunks of the
politically shangerons about cgin as St johng River in jJack-
the letters? To findout, [ob. 8 partisan sonville, Florida, a fish-
tained copies and cead  iseue. erman said we need o
them. It }_,egm restore the river for
Said one: “Our tradition recreation, a givic sei-
teaches us thot the earth and 20 8 entist said we need to
all of its creatures are the  covenand have drinkable wates,
work and the possessions of  with God. an  environmentalist

the Creator” Another: "We

need to hear and obev the
command of our Creator who in-
structed us to be stewards of God’s
creation.”

In January. after the Evangelical
Tavironmental Network nnveiled a
ationwide campaign 0 support the

Endangered Species Act as “the
Noah's ark of our day” and warn that 2
bill in Congress might well siak it, the
network's supporters were suddenly
rebuked as less than hanest. Accusing
these evangelicals in an open letter of
“using the pulpit to mislead people.”
House leaders ¢ritivized them: “As re-
ligtous people, vou have a high obliga-
ton to seek the truth, even in the po-
Litical arena.” .

ut even if Congress keeps you off
Capitol Hill. even if ;zs members
force vou o wait behind a long line of
corpatate lobbvists whe are clutehing
their due bills after Rnancing the pre-
vious congressional election, vou may
find. as I did, that the only pol ltioal
arewa that matters is out in the Amert

can landscape. far from Washingtos,
& vear ago | travelad bevond the
beim av to see how the rest of Americn
elt about bills 1o close nutional parks,
*paal starmwater treatment and pet.
st the extinction of species, Here ure

- a few exsraples of what {ound:

-3aid we need cleap

streams for waterfowl

and wildlife, and 3 restaurateur said
we need a clear waterfront as a mag-
net to draw people and hasiness. But
then a minister rose and said, bevond
all those reasons, we need io restore
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tlier buesdd el it sesters, When | aogesd
the ity of their safces o winnan
chimed in. Woll, Me Seeretun san
are inthe Bible Bebl!” #wn tha bl
T 1"1;)“3%3' the suthro swstion. Forin
zugit oiny | tnveled Lo, North, south,
Eust or 'S"»&St‘ Pheurd a Buntliar opid-
fual arswer

# On a cloudy, windswept moming in
Portiand, religious groups hel peé
piant native willow and Oregon grape
to restore the stceambank of Fanno
Cresk,

a Atthe New Waverly Baptist Church
in West Dallas. congregants discove
ered the disastrous health effects a
nearby lead smelting plant was having
oh aezghborhocé families. They suc-
ceeded in having the plant closed and
have since convinced the city to estab-
lish a health clinie in the church base-
ment.

Robirn Kiay and Todd Steen
Editorial Courage
* Fustice among the generations”
{ctober 23

Vigen Guroian
Critical Review
“LDancing afone—
Gut of step with Qrihadoxy™
June 7.14
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Pharis J. Harvey
Special Topic: Poventy
“Where children work”

April 5

Harriet Rickie
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and Seasonal Piece
“He'dcome here”
December 13
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= atthe Fofl Clrely Honse of Praver

in Port Huron, Michigan, aronp of
bromght sugether seobers of

By
ther wonnnnib o leeurm e 1o contred
fvasive pests in onder to protect loedd
wetlands,

The fool jots down a
bedtime praver

Lord, vou kmow my mind

and all its convalutions;

How all thipgs are last,

and nathing;

every forgotten moment

of the hand, the eve,
incorporated

into the wav |

comb my hair, the slant

of these words across the page.

1 vou dredged the bottom

of my brain, what ancient things
would be unearthed?

Crayon marks in primary colors
scribibled by a two-year-old

on the inside of my cranium®
Deeper and aider,

drawings of extinct bison

an dark artery walls?

Veins clogged with primordial ooze?

Since | do notkmow

the compasition of my mind,
just how am [ supposed to pray?
The tanguage spoken by saints
.is to me an unknown tongue,

us foreign as the glottal click

of Folopa hunters in the

raip forests of Mew Cuinea,

as lost as Ugaritic etched.into
shattered stone stellea

All my meanings tangle
ag rhizomes insod
beneath the rustle of praivie grass,
1f anly one word,
fike u blade of linle blue stem,
could break thm‘z}gh
oxe pure word pulling
clods of metaphor iato vour sight.
{ think | could liv-me-down-to-sleep
then,
aiid lewve £ 10 90t whintle Hp the
PR
Kathlcen L. Houldey

topr s A TTENTITEY S b {YR

o Childres fram the  Musnline
Betirm Temple (s Wynnewend,
PFerpsihaniu, by it ded Tl o
seness o Jiaconrade drmping
where i threntiens the purre ol ol
Waikerrs,

Cring the course of mv ranels. in
which 1 watched America’s =aviron-
mental awakening unfold. | reread
Genesis i light of the comments T had
hedrd in 50 many communities. We all
remember the Deluge as an account
of sin and pumshmez’zt. of destriction
followed by hope und recewal. But
upon reading it once again, I found
still more meaning,

Noah was commanded 1o 1ake inta
the ark two by two and seven by seven
every living thing in creation, the
elean and the unciean. Dur Creator
i not specify that Noah should limi
the ark to two species good for hunt-
ing, two species that might provide
sume cure down the road and, say, two
species that draw crowds 1o the city
200. No, he specified the whole of cre-
glion.

And when the waters receded and
the dove flew off to dry land, God set
all the creatures free, commanding
them to multiply upon the earth.
Then, in the words of his covenant
with Noah, “when the rainbow ap-
pears ip the clouds, | will see & and re~
member the everlasting covenant be-
tween me and all living things on
earth.”

‘X 7hy is this Genesis passage rele-

vant in the modermn political
arena? Because we are still living be-
tween the food and the rainbow: be-
tween threats to creation en the one
side and Cod'’s covenant to protect life
an the other, between the incomplete
landscape 1 grew up with and the Al
restoration of wolves that my son will
know.

Two things are 'zeeéed for the ES
ter vision to ilourish. The first is our
conservation laws-iaws that pre-
serve habitat, protect mstional parks
and restore our lakes, rivers and
<hores, The second is something less
visible and more fandaneotal than
the luws thenmselves: the .\‘pir‘ituﬁé
1‘?%(% i!ii?f;ll \’lllll{"& f%?iiz s o t‘lill‘!nliif‘&
i those fuws, Wikt these
wie vannnt decelog s tespamaible

P "

vihies

sterswisrgds oot the Lladl oo gan we

“aark i(’é\_;;r‘{§§:'r--!tl TP Tee it

calhingy—1to protect Gond s creution 2

We eian vt o owaken othens
o aar tink of stewardship of the
Lind. A';;wric:z’ﬁ religious cotman.
weeconvinged of scieatific wiidence
and consensus and scting woross a
remarkable  spectrum  of  faith
groups—is arraving i ancient and
authoritative teachings fer action in
response o the global environmental
4NSIE.

We cun assert and amplify our val.
aes. whether or not Coagress wants to
hear about them.

We can listen when the bzshops of
the Catholic Church declare: " As indi-
viduals, 45 institutions. as 4 people, we
need a change of heart to preserve and
protect the planet for our children and
far generations yet unborn.” and we
ean answer, “Amen.”

We can endorse the hundreds of
evangelical scholars and national exee-
utives wha have signed and distribut-
ed an ﬁls’angehcal Eavironmental
Declaration”

We can praise the leaders of Amer.
ican Judaism who state that “the econ
logical erisis hovers over all Jewish
concerns, for the threat is global, ad-
vancing, snd ultimatelv jeopardizes
scologicai balance and the quality of
life.”

We can support the Protestant
COMMmunions, acting within the Na-
donal Courctl of Churches, that have
brought together, as no nationa envi-
ronmental organization has, con-
stituencies opposing pollution and
ragism.

Finally, we can remember that
conservation did not begin as a patti-
san of gven a political issue. Nordid it
begin on Earth Dav. It begardn that
time between the flocd and the raia-
bow, a time that heging with the
hreak of each new day. You tan help
by asking vour leaders. vour congre-
gations and vourselves to transcend
the narrow partisan dJifferances.

which can only drive ay toward des

struction, and instead sphold our
motal uldiation us vewards of Cod's
creation, which can onfy bring oy
choser tos the hape and ronewsd thad
was el 18 the promibae od
pemg i, ™
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U.8,. Secretary <¢f the Iinterior
Bruce Babbitt

Remarkg At Universilty of Virginia in Charlottesville, VA
Thursday, O¢tober 1%, 1993

Bill, thank you very much. It's a great pzaas ire Lo bhe nare
and, of course, I accepl the meparzson with Thomas Jefferson.

Although, I come te this grear unlversicy coday in an
ambi guou% frame of mind. For I've only bean on the campus of UVA
once before, when I was a fsderal employee in Washington, and I
met by chance, on an alrplane ride, an enchanting young woman who
attended Sweetbrier Collage nearby. Weil, T sought her ocup therse
cniy to find that she was alresady golag out with an upperclassman
from UVA. So T came hers, loocked around, found that ths
competivicon was formidable, and I simply turned my bagk on your
great university. Bub eventually prevailed to w&u the heart ot
the woman who became my wife.
{laughrer)

Jeffergon, father of bind@varsiay

Now then: to Thomas Jeffarson.

To me Lhe mosh profoaﬁd gummation of this man was written by
Jefferson himgelf. Having been varicusly Delegate to.the Virginia
Agsesmbly, Governor, Ambassador to France, Sscretary ¢f Statce,
Vice President, Two-term president of the United Stares, 1t was
back in retirement that he wrote his epitaph: "I want just a few
words on ny gravestong: Author of tha Declaration of
Independence, Author of the Virginia Statute of Religious
Freedoms, and Father of the Unlvarsxty of Virginia.®

That stands as a gaw@rful gtatement that what matters aboutl
our time here on the earth is that it iz dseds, nor titles,. char
matter. : ~

Las:zly, let us pay homage to Thomas Jefferson where -- I'm
sure nobody else has ever done that from this podium befcre --
among hix manifest achievements, I am here today teo disclose to
you thar Thomag Jefferson is alsce the father of bilodiversicy.

Having sent Lewis and Clark West and built this splendid
place, he in fact wrote somsthing which has an eserily modern
quality to do:

“Por if ong iink in nature’s chain might be lost, another
ignt he lost, antil this whele of things will wvanish
Iy piecemeal.™ - »
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. A relentless, retrograde assault

So it’s in that spirit that I come here today to reflect
bri=fly with you about this natural landscape and American
hericage that we share. Because it is under assault in the Halls
0f the Uniced States Congress in che most relentless, determined,
ratrograde movement of the 20th Century.

I was in Richmond yesterday. I went down the James River.
It's an extraordinary river, the rapids running as if in a
wilderness area right through the heart of urban Richmond. It’'s a
river which has come back to life. The herring, the shad, the
sturgeons are now migrating up the river. It has been cleaned up.
It is living proof that we can restore this landscape. And the
tool of restoration in Richmond was and remains the Clean Water
Acct.

But the leadership of this Congress is now trying to tell
rthe American - people that it’s time to repeal the very heart of
the clean water Act that has led to the restoraticn of the waters
and the reconnecting, not conly of the rural landscape, but the
urban landscape cf this country.

Sacred ground

I was at Appomattox this morning, the clouds lifting above
the landscape. It was a beautiful morning, and I stced at that
courthouse on that sacred grcund, in the continuing pageant of
American history, and reflected on the meaning of that moment on
April 9, 1865. ' :

I to2ld the people that were there: The US Congress is
considering the dispositicn of this sacred land. They have before
them a bill that the leadership is sponsoring and pushing to
begin a process of closing down national parks and national
historic sites, including specifically: The Appomattox National
Historic Site. .

We are engaged in a knockdown drag out fight this week over
a bid by the oil companies, that are swarming over Capitol Hill
saying, we bought this election fair and square in 1994, it’s our
entitlement now to open up the last 10 percent of the Coastal
shoreline called the Alaska National Wildlife Refuge.

Why is this ‘happening?

What I'd like to do just for a moment, rather than indulge
int he usual pelemic (though I'm inclined to d¢ so about what's
going on), but I'm on a . University Campus and I'd like to reflect
with you for a moment about why it‘s going on and what it 1s chat
we as American citizens can do to deepen the wellsprings of our
commitment to our natural heritage, and the diversity and beauty
of this landscape.



I think at cha rocts of all of this drive to appropriace a
degtroy cuyr natural hervitags is whart I call a ut&lLtar*am i
the landscape, we are a socisty which in some respects has b
¢isconnectaed. It’s a seciety being lsd by people wha BaRY V”&
thisg zand&cape 18 a material artifact to be used, mi 3us&§

digposed of in whatever way ls convenient teoday, that it is

ncthing except a material, utilitarian fact.
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It seems o mé that those cﬁ us who see this landscaps
differently must ask oursgelves, st look deeply inside our
hgritage and our history and say "Why is 1t that we sse this
landscape differencly? In a word, what are the values rhat
cennect us to the landscapa?’

Religiocus values

I started thinking aboub values, becay I am & Christian, I
grew up in the Carhelic Church. And I suppase instinctively when
I think of values I 40 back Lo my early days in <hureh on
Sundays. I grew up in a little vown in Arizona, beneach a giant
volcanic mountain sisting on the edae of tha Gr&ad Canyon. An
enchanted landscape.

I chought of my mornings in church whers, from the pulpit,
all I heard was that the one sacrsd landscape in the world was
the Holy Land, a half a world away.

I never once heard a description from rhat pulpit of what
was palpably an enchanted land around us. Right outside the
windows of the church, was that magnificeant hlue mountain,
sparing up six thousand feet into the air above that church. and
I began thinking, that my inchoate kind of connection with that
landscape was finally explained to me by my neighbors out there
in Arizona by my neighbors, the Hopi Indians.

Sacred mountains, serpents, springs.

The Hopi Indians live on a high plateau, in small pusblos in
a really genuinely enchanted landscape. And my friends, as I went
ro schoel with them, pointed to that blue mountain and said: Thac
i3 a sacred mountain., And they took me by the hand and they tock
me out in the summer to these mesa tops, way oub in the painted
desert and introduced me to their cersmonials in the summer. The
plaza £ills with dancers, who are invoking the Kachina spirits
who literally lived on that sacred landscape.

- They comk me back later in the supmer as they prayed for
rain, witch serpents, snakes in their hands, implicictly saying
- that Nature Countg. Nature ig charged with ﬂa&ning and we are
connectad to it in every act we do.

I watched them pray to planted corn in the fields. I went
with them to their place of emergence of a bubbling spring in the
Grand Canyon called Sepa-pu, and from which thelr ancestors
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Aed Iochought, Do I nave 0 gO t¢ a nacive american
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culunyure, Lo find the sacred connection to this landscap=?

Senesis and the Covenant

‘ AT that point I began going back on my own. I picked up che
Bible 20 s8¢ LI I could discover someithing in my own tradivion
that no one had ever preached To me in agy significant way.

I went back firsc, of courss, to the story of the Deluge,
and I read whrough it., I firsy read rhe familiar part, as Noan
leads gpecies seven by seven and Lwo by Lwo onto that Ark. Bub
then T read the part at the end, the restoration whea the (realor
restores all of the species down o "The cresping creaturss.®

Thne Creator then turns arpund and makes a covenant with
¥oah. A covenant, csealed by a rainbow in the sky, a covenant for
the protegction of God's creation In. all of ics diversicy.

And phen 1 understocod rhat not even Thomas Jefferson
formulared rhe first bhiodiversity trgaly. Because it came
scraight out of Genesis. IL i a view which says again and again
in Revelation and many other places: This Creation is Sacred. It
is rhe Work of che Cresator. And we have 2 corresponding sst of
chligations.

I remember Walt Whitman saying: 1 believe a leaf of grass is
no less than the journeyvwork ¢f the stars.
y -

Now, if my interpretation is correct, one may ask What doss
it mean in the real world down here back on the ground? Not just
Sunday bur on every day of the week,

Ta me it means one thing: Values matter.

Ultimately, all policy is derived from those values. Thig
value, if we see ourselves as stewards on a landscape, i1s sacred
becausse it was put there, not just for our use, but for the
vleasure of the Creatoer.

Reconpecting landscape

When we start thinking a little bit about ic. In the first
century of the congervation mevement, we rended Lo see the
landscape asg separate. .

That’s the meaning of all those wilderness arsgas cGut Wesi;
rhat’'s the meaning of Grand Canyon and Yellowstone and Denali.
They’re magnificent achievements, and John Muir was right.

Bus chey are limited achievements in this sense: Don’t you
see.chey are about nature as geparate. They make a statement
rhat’ g incomplets. Because it'$ a gtatement that says weé can
diseharge our obligation to this landscape by fencing off the



DACK 40, rmaking it a natiocnal pawk and then implicitly pein
lefe to do as we please on the resy of it

We've learned some bitter lessons in the pasc centuyy. and
that is that you can’t put a fence arcund the back 40 and
separate the rest of the worlid. That’s the story of the ’
Everglades, The ﬁvezglad&% are on the brink of extingtion. sHor
because the NPS isn’t doing ivs job. They are. But iv’s because,
the sources of the everglades, the River of Grass of Margey
Stilman Douglas’. The sources are half a starts away in Lake
Gkeschobee. Hydrologically connected, then connectsed again to
Flerida Bay and the rsefs and the Florida Xeys.

Everything is conngcred,

And z¢ ulvimately we are driven to an individual task,
asking as a biclogical fact: How do we live in equilibrium with
this landscape, and acknowledging as a gpiricual fact that we
must live in a balance with the landscape around usg,

Jlsimagely, urban design, architsacture, environmenial
sciancsg, the way we conduli our economy, and the land you walk on
in your daily life is an indispensable part of this universe that’
has vo be connected to us, And that correspondingly, each one of
ug has ©¢ answer the question ¢f How do I live more lightiy on
thig landscape? How do I do my part to connect it all up, and
lead this society in a divection where we can live in balance,
peacefully, on this sacred landscape.

Thank you.
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“Aamerica Awakens to be Stewards ¢f God's Creation

By Bruce Babbitt

Nearly a century ago, the federal government systematically
‘ainirmiﬁated’gray wolves from America, destroying the natural
balance of our wi;dﬁgness landscape. Last vear we brought wolves
back, compelled by a will to repleniﬁh God’s creation. Batween
thoge two events there awcke in Rme;isa a profound new sénge of
moral and 3pi£inual stewardship, a shift embodied in the landmark
1873 Endangered Species Act.

But now, for some reason, our newly elected Congress seeks
to put our stewardship awakening back to sleep. |

Thege legislators claim that God gave Adam and his
descendants "dominion™ over Creation with instructions to
"aubxduer it as th&? gee fivr. Thus absclved Qf*respansibility,
leaders in Congress maintain that DDT "should not have been
bamned® because it *drove up the cost of doinyg business;® that
“one hundred and fifty pational parks of the some . 368 need to be
dropped; * and that the EBaviroomental Préﬁaaﬁian Agency is “ﬁﬁ&
Geatapo of government..* Whereupcn they quietly introducg_biils
that dismantle the entire framework of our con&arvat%on laws.

Then, when religious leaders protest thig abuse of Creation,
they are either dismissed or rebuked. ‘

Last October fiwve leaders from the Presbyterian, Methodist,
'Bvangelical Lutheran, Jewish,. and Mennonite faiths, regrgsenning
tens of millions of churchgoers, all wrote different letters

apgaﬁiné a bill to cri§§ia the Endangered Speciss Act. These



letters were submitted to the Congressional Record, a routine
request. But the committee chairman at first refused to admit
them; only after protest over their exclusion were the letters
begrudginély allowed.

- Why the'thréatgned ban? What was éo politically dangerocus?
One wrote: "Contemporary moral issues are related to our
understanding of nature and humanity’s place in them." Another
letter: "Qur tradition teaches us that the earth and all of its
creatures are the work and the possessions of the Creator." A
third: "We need to hear and obey the command of our Cfeator who
ingtructed us to be stewards 6f God’s creation.®
| It seems only when those religious leaders supported
legislation could they speak with authority and deliberation. For
in January, after the E ingelical Envirconmental Network unveiled
a nationwide campaign to-suppoft the Endangered Species Act as
"the Noah’s ark of our day"” and warn that a bill in Congress may
well "gink" it, they were suddenly rebuked as less than honest.
Accusing them in an qpen'letter of 'using the pulpiﬁ to miélead
people, " House leaders criticized them: "As religious people, you
have a high obligation to seek the truth, even in the political
arena."

Congress may keep religious leaders off Capitol Hill, but in
the "political arenma" that counts, far beyond the beltway,
America continues to awaken to its stewardship responsibility.‘

For as I‘traveied around the country see how Bmericans felt
about bills to close national parks, repeal stormwater treatment,

and permit extinction, here’s what I found:



. AL & -LOS Angsles "ECO-EXpe® last April, hundreds of children
were invited to write down their answers to the basic question:
"Why save endangered’ gpecies?” One child, Gabriel, answered, ,
"Because God gave us the animals.” Travis and Gina wrote,
"Because we Zoventgam.” sei1l another.wrwt&, *Because they'‘re a
part of our life., If we didn't have them, it would not be a
complete world. The Lord put them on earth to be énjoyed, not
destroyed. "

. On the banks of the St. Johns River in Jacksonville Florida,
& minister rose and gaid, beyond utilitarian reasons, we need Lo
restore the river beaaﬁsa God gave us clean rivers and to allow
Qaliutian was simply, unegquivocally, "wrong.®

» I joined a Wednesday night interfaith meeting at the
Peachtree Presbyterian Church in Aziaﬁﬁa, There, the minster read
us Psalm 24 that proclaims *The eartﬁ is the Lord‘s and the
fulinegs theréof; the world and those who dwell therein: for he
hag founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the
‘rivers.®

*® Upon one of those rivers, on a cloudy, windgwept morning in
Portland, religious groups heiped us yla&i pative willow and
Cregon grape to restore h£e streambank of Fanno Creek.

® At the New Waverly Baptist Church in West Dallas,
congregants discovered the disast;mus health effects on
neighborhood families f%am a nearby leazl smelting plant.

. At the Full Circle Heouse of Prayer in Port Huron, Michigan,
nung brought together members of the comrunity to learn how to

control invasive pesta in order to protect local wetlands.



. Children from the Mainline Reform Temple in Wynnewcood, PA
have painted fish on gewers to discourage dumpirng where it
threatens the purity of local waters,

Just two manths agoe, Pope John Paul IT reminded the world
that while the scripture alldws humaﬁé have a ”privileged
position® on Earth, "this is not suthority to lord over it, even
less to devastate it.*® The season of Lent, he said, offers us a
"profound lesson to respect the environment. Ainng the negative
outcomes of this tulture of domination is a distorted use of
nature that disfiguresm its face and jeopardizes the equilibrium,
And it does not slow even with the threat of ecological
disaster.®

During the course of my travels, and watcking America‘s
gnvironmental awakening unfold in cities and towns esverywhere, I
turned back to reread Geﬁesis, in light of the comments I had
h&ax& in so many compmunities.

We all remember the Deluge as an account of ain and
punishment, of destruction followed by hope and renewal. But upon
creading it once again, I saw stilllmﬁia meaning. Noah wag of
course commanded to take into the ark two by two and seven by
geven every living thiﬁg in cieanion, the clean and the unclean.
Our Creator did not spacify that Noah should limit the ark to two
chariamatic-spéci&a. two good for hinting, two sﬁecies that might
provide some cure down the road, and, say, two that draw a:aw&s

to the clity zoo.



No, He specified And when the waters

receded, and the dove flew off to dry iand, God set all the
Creatures free, commanding them to multiply upon the earth, Then,
in the words of His covenant with Noah, "when the rainbow appears
in the clouds, I will see it and remember the ‘everlasting
covenant between me and all living things on earth.”

We are still 1iviﬁ§ between the flood and the rainbow:
between tﬁreata to creation on the one side anﬁ God*'s covenant to
protect life on the other; bet&een rhe incomplete landsgapé I
'grew up with and the full restoration of wolves that my son will
xnow.

Only two things stand between these two visiong: Our secular
conservation laws, and the spiritual and moral values that are
embodied in them. Without those values, we‘simply cannot develop
as respaméiplé stewards of the land. With them, we move ever |

cloger ta His rainbow covenant.



"Herwaen the rlood and vne rainbow:
&Ug COVENANT: TO PROTECT THE WHQLE OF CREATION

A wolf‘s green eves, a sacred blue mountain, the words from'
Genesis, and the ansgwers of children all reveal the religious
values manifest in the 1873 Endangered Species Act,

Ramarks of U.8. Secretary of the Intericr Bruca Babbitt
Lelivdred in Baatan, Hov. 11, 1955
At the Naticnal Religicus Partunership fcr the Enviromment

I began 1238 with one of the more memorable events of my
1iferime. It took place in the heart of Yellowstone National
Park, during the first week of January, a cime when a layer of
deep, pure snow blanketed the first protected landscape in
america. But for all it’s beauty, over the past 60 vears chis
landscape had bkeen an incomplete ecosystem; Oy the 19iss,
government-pald hunters had gystematically eradicated the
pradacor at the top of the food chain: the American gréy wolf,

I wag there on that day, knee deep in the snow, because I
had besn given the honeor of carrying the first wolves back into
that landsgcape. Through the work ©f congervation laws, I was
therse L0 restore the nmatural cycle, to make Yellowstone complete,

The first wolf was an Alpha fsmale, and afrer I get her down
in the transition area, where she would latsr mate and bear wild
pups, I looked through the grate into the green eyeg of rhis
magnificent creature, within chis spectacular landscaps, and was
profoundly moved by the elevating nature of America’s
cmns&rvacion lawg: laws with the power to make creation whole.

than returned to Washington, where a new Congressg was
baing sworn into office, and witnessed power of a different kind.

Attack on watser, land, creatures

First I witnessed an attack on our national lands,, an all-
out attaempt to abolish our American tradition of public places -
whether national parks, forests, historic sites, wildlife -
rafuges, and recreation areas. Lok gquickly about you, name your
favorite place: a beach in New York harbor; the Appomattox :
Courthouse; the great western skl areas; the caribou refuge in
the Arctic; or the pristine waters off the Florida Keys. For sach
of these places iz at risk. Last month in the Denver 2085, the
Chairman of the House Subcommittee on Public Lands estimated that
his committee may have to close more than 100 of the Park .
Service’s 369 unitsg. In these times, it seems that noe part of our
history or our natural heritage is sufficiently important to ‘
protect aznd preserve for the benefir of all Americans.

Next I witnessed an attack that targets tha 1872 Clean Water
Act, the most successful of all our environmental laws. Until
that Act passed, slaughterhouses, pulp mills and factories from
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) 3 yaars Latar, ag I visited America‘s citiass, o
saw that Act restoring thaﬁe rivars, breathing new 1ife into
ance-dead waters. I saw gempze gather on clean banks to figh,
sail, swim, eat and live. I saw chat, as the Act helps cities
ra25cors oull WALSYS, rhose walers restors our cities Chemselves,
And then T saw Congress rushing to tear cthat Act apart.

Bur finally, more than any ¢f cur envirconmental laws, the

Act they have most aggressively singled our for elimination --
one that made Yellowstone complete -- is the 1873 Endangered
Species ACtL.

Hever mind that this Act is working, having saved $9 percant
of all listed gspecies; never mind that it effectively protects
hundreds of nlanwx and animals, from grizzly bears to whooping
craneg Lo Qraa&bawx curthroat trout; never mind that ir isg doing
$o while costing each American 16 ceantg per year.

For the new Congress -- while allowing for the above
charismaric gpecias, plus a dozen other species good for hunting
and fishing, plus, just for good measure, the bald sagle -- ¢ad

:ind absoiutely no reason £o protect all species in general.

Who cares, they ask, if the spotted owl goes extinct? We
won't misgs iv, or, for that marter, the Texas blind salamander or
the kangaroo rat. And that goes double for the fairy shrimp, the
burying baetla, the Delphi sands flower-ioving fly and the virgin
spine dace! If they get in our way, if humans drive soms
creatures to extinction, well, that’s just too bad.

Over the past year that is, I think, a fairly accurate
summary of how the new majority ia Congress has expressed iig
opinien of the Endangered Specles Act. .

The values of children

: They are not, however, the only Americans whm have expressed
an opinion on this issue,

Recently I read an account of a Los Angeles "Eco-Expo" last
April, where children were invited to write down their answers to
rhe basic question: "why save endangered species?®

One child, Gabriel, answered, ﬁaecauaé God gave us the
animalsg.” .

Travis and Gina wrote, *Because we love them.®

A third answered, "Because we’ll be lonely without them.*

Still another wrote, "Because they’re a part of our life. If
we didn‘t have them, it would not be a complete world. The Lﬁrd
put them on earth to be enjoyed, not dastrayed &

¥



R T - L7 7 S P wem oty w4 e e
Boesl L DA&YE NZA 2 L&ANY. MANLY $U.LTus B,
o
x
L]

PO
L.oo&Cleneilic, medical and 20oicgical resasons for

“ Coer ez

H

v,
xgriczulIula
saving andangered speciss. I have in fact nired biclogists and
2Cologiscs f0r just that purposa, All thelir reasconsg have to do
with providing humans with potential ‘cures for disesse, or
yigzlding numans new strains of drought-resistant crops, or

offering humans bloremediation of oil spills, or thousands of

ocher Justifications of why species are useful uo humans.

But nona of thelr regsons moved me like the children’s.

For these children are speaking and writing in plain words a
complex notion that hasg either been lcst, or forgotten, or nevar
learned by some members of Congress, and indsed by many of us.

The children are expressing the moral and spiritual
‘imperative that there may be a higher purpose inherent in
creation, dsmanding our respect and our stewardship quite aparre
from whether a particular specles is or ever will be of material
use vo mankind., They see in creation what our adult policical
leaders refuse to acknowledge. They express an answer that can be
reduced Co one word: vaiuss.

A sacred bige mounialn

I remember when I was their age, a child growing up in a'
small town in Northern Arizona. I learned my religious values
through the Catholic Church, which, in that era, in that Judso-
Christian rradition, kept silent on our moral obligation to
nature. By itg silence the church implicitly sanctioned the
prevailing view of the earth as something to be used and disposed
‘howaver we saw fit, without any higher obligation. In all the
years that I attended Sunday mass, hearing hundreds of homilies
and sermcns, there was naver any reference, any link, to our
natural heritage or to the spiritual meaning of the land
surrounding us. » :

Yet, outside that church I always had a nagging instinct
that the vast landacape wag somehow facred, and holy, and
connectead Lo me in a sense that my catechism ignored.

At the edge of my home town a great blue mountain called the
San Francisco Peaks soars up out of the deserr to a snowy summit,
snagying <¢louds on ite ¢rest, changing color with the seasons. It
was always a mystical, evocative presence in our daily lives. To
me that mountain, named by Spanish miggionaries for Salnc
Francis, remaing a manifestation of the presence of our Creator..

That I wag not alone in thig view was gomething I had to
discover through a very different religion. For on the opposite
gide of the blue mountain, in small pueblos on the high mesas
that strecch away toward the north, lived the Hopl Indians. and
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One Sunday morning in June he lad me out to the mesa top
villages where I watched as the Xachina filed inte the plaza,
arriving from the snowy heights of rhe vounta n, bringing.
blessings {rom another worzd

Another time he took me to the ceremenials where tha nrissts
of the snake clan chanted for. rain and then relsased live
rattlesnakes tO <arry thelr prayers to the spirits deep within
the esarrch.

Later I went withk him to a bubbling spring, deep in che
Grand Canyon, .ined with pahogs -- the prayer feathers -- whers
his ancestors had emerged from another world to populate this
sarth,

By rhe end of char summer I came to believe, deeply and
irrevocaply, that the langd, and that blue mcuntain, and all the.
plants and animals in the natural world are kagether a direct
reflection of divinicy, that c¢reation ig a plan of God, and I
gaw, in the words of Emerson, "the visible as proceeding from the,
invisible.® .

Geneasis and the Daluge

Thay awakening made me acutely aware of a vacangy, a poverty
amidat my own rich religious tradition. I felt I had to either
embrace a borrowed culture, or turn back and have a sescond 100k
at my own. And while priests Lhen, as now, are not tog fongd of
pecple rummaging about in the Bible to draw our own meanings, I
" c¢hoge the latter, asking: Is there nothing in our Western, Judeo-
Christian tradition that speaks to our natural heritage and the
sacredness of that blue mountain? Is there nothing that <an
connect me to the surroundimy Creation?

Thers are those who argue that there isn’t.

There are thoge industrial apologists who, when asked about
Judec-Chrigtian valuea relating to the enviromment, reply that
the material world, including the environment, is just an
incidenral fact, of no significance in the relation hetween ug
and cuxr Creator.

They cite the first verses of Genesia, concluding that God
gave Adam and his descendants the absclute, unguallfied right to
*subdue” the earth and gave man °dominion over the fish of the
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing
that moveth upon the sarth.® God, they assert, put- the earth here
for the ﬁi%p&aal of man in whatever manner he sees fiv. Period.
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For there, in the account of cthe Deluge, the Aible CONVeEYs a
far different message about our relation 2o God and no-the earvh.
in Ggnesls, Noah was commandsd to take into the ark twe by two
and gaven by seven every living thing in ¢reacion, che clean and
the unclean:

He did not bgeezfy rhat Noah shouid Limic the ark o owe
char;sma%;c speciss, Lwo good for nunting, two gpacias that might
pravide some Cure down the reoad, and, say, two that draw crowds
to the cily zoo. o

No, He specified Lhe whole Of creafion. And when the watsrs

recedad, and the dove flew off co dry land, God set a1l the
creatures free, .commanding them o mnltipiy upon the earth,

Then, 1n the words of the covenant with Noszh, *when che
rainbow aﬁﬁears in the clouds, I will seg it and rememﬁer rhm
sverlasting covenant between me and all living things on eargh,”

Thus we are instructed that this everiasting covenant was
made te protect the whole of creation, nct for the exclusive use
and disposgition of mankind, but for the purposes of the Creator.

Now, we all know that the commandment to protect crestion in
all its diversity does not come to us with detailed operating
instructiong. It is laft to us L transiate a moral imperative
into a way of life and into public policy. Which we did.
Compelled by thisg ancient command, modern America turned to the
narional legislature which forged our collective moral imperative
inte one landmark law: the 1373 En&angeraé Species Act.

Lest values, fragmentad axaatiau

The trouble is that during the firgt twenty veara of the
Endangered Species Act, scientistrs and administrators and cther
well-intentioned people gomehow lost.sight of that wvalue -- 0
protect the whele of creation -- and instesad ook a fragmented,
mechanistic approach to praserve individual species. Isclated
specialists working in secluded regions waited until the eleventh
hour to agt, then heroically rescued species -- one at a time.

Sometimes the result was dramatic recovery, but often the
result was chaos, conflidt, and continuing long term decline. In
the Pacific Northwest, for example, the spotted owl was ligted
evern as federal agencies went forward with clear cutting. Effortd
to save the alligator procesded even ag the Bverglades shrivelled
from diverted waters. They listed Califoxmia salmon runs even as
water users continued to deplete the spawning streams.



Iz 28 So_w Lo oTrhe Last raw ¥2RYS LhAL have we CRICVEIED,
tixz a iodt lams, sur ancisnt religiosus values. This leng Lats us
82€ noL human-griwn gdiscinciionsg -- as 1f crearion could ever me
comparctmentalized Into a million discrete parzs, =2ach living in
ralacive Lsolation from tha others -- but vather the interwoven
wholaness of crszagisn.

Not surprisingly, when we can s&e past these man-rade
divisions, che work of protecting God's creation grows both
zagier and clearer.

Reconnecting ecosystems

It unites aill state, county and federal workers under a
common moral geal. It erasges artificial bordexs so we can see nhe
full range of & patural habitac, whethar wetland, forest, stream:
or desert expanse, And ir makes us zee all the creatures nhat are
ccllecrively rocoted to one hapitat, and how, by keeping that
nabitat whole and intact, we ensure the gurvival of the species.

For example, ,in the Cascades, the spotted owl’s decline was
cnly part of the collapsing habivat of the ancient forssus, When
seen a8 a whole, that hablcat stretched from Canada ©o San
Francisco. Not cne but thousands of gpecies, from waterfowl of
the air to the salmeon in their streams, depended for their
survival on the unique rain forest amidst Douglas fir, hemlock
and red cedar.

Our regponse was the President’s Foresat Plan. a holistic
regional agreement forged with state and local officials and zhe
private sector. Acrossg cthree gsvare bovders, it keeps coritical
habitat intact, provides buffer zones along gsalmon streams and
coastal areasg, and elsgegwhere proevides a sustainable timber
harvest for generatzons to come.

That’s alse the lesson of Everglades National Park, where
great flocks of wading birds are declining becausge ahaiz ghallow
feeding waters were drying up and dying off. Only by erasing park
boundaries could we trace the problem to its source, hundreds of
miles upstream, where agriculture and cities were diverting the
shallow water for their own needs. Only by looking at the whole
Scuth Florida watershed, could state angd federal agenciss unite
to put the parts back together, restore the severad estuaries,
revive the Park, and satisfy the needs of farmers, fishermen,
ecologists and water users from Miami to Orlando.

This holistic approach is working to protect creation in the
mest fragmented habitvtats of America: from salmon runs in .
California’s Central Valley to the red-cockaded woodpecker acrogs
Southeastern hardwood forests; from the Sand Hill Cranes on the
headwaters of the Platte River in Central Nebraska to the degert
tortpise of che Mojave Reserve, I'd like to say that the
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3uc mere and more, the posaibilities are also limited by
some members of Congress. Whenever I confront some of these bills
that are routinely intreduced, bills sometimes openly writtan oy
industrial lobbyiscs, bills chaz sys: ematically evigcerate the
Endangered Speclies Act, I take refuge and inspiration from the .
simple written angwers of those children at the Los Angelss expo.

But I sometimes wonder if children are che only ones who
express religlious values when talking about endangered speciss, I
wondey if anyong .5 in Americza is trying to restore an cunce of
qumilicy to mankind, reminding our poiitical leaders that the
garch i3 a sacred precinct, designed by and for the purposes of
the Creator. : .

I got my answer last month

I read letter after letter from five different religious
crders, repregenting tens of millions of churchgesrs, all
opposing a House bill to weaken the Endangered Species Act. They.
opposed it not for technical or scientific or agricultural or
medicinal reasons, but for gpirictual reasons,

And I was moved not only by how such diverse faiths could
reach 89 pure an agresement against this bill, but by the commen
language and terms with which they opposed it, language that
schoed the vaices ¢f the children:

One letter, from the Presbyterian Church, said:"Contemporary
moral issues are related to our understanding of nature and .
humanity’s place in them." The Reform Hebrew Congregation wrote:
"Our tradition teaches us that the earth and all of its creatures
are the work and the possegaions of the Crxeator.® And the
‘Mennonite Church wrote: "We need to hear and obey the command of
our Creator who inatructed us to be stewards of God’s creation.®

and suddenly, at that moment, I underatood exactly why some
members of Congress react with such unrestrained fear and -
loathing cowarda the Bndangered Species Act. I understood why
they tried to ban all chose letters from the congressional
record. I understocd why they are sc deeply disturbed by the
progpect.of religious values entering the national debate.

For if they heard that command of our Creator, 1f they truly
listened to His inscructions to be responsible stewards, then
their entire frameworkx of human ranicnalizations for tearing
apart the Acr comes to nought.
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IoTamILsaEm rerg TonLght by aflirming ThAl ThosSE YALLILILES
valuss yamain at tha asarc of che ZIndangersd Specisg ACT, tharn
chey make themselves manifest tchrough the grasn eyes of the gre
wolf, through the call of ¢he whooping crane, chrough the gglash
cf the Panific salmon, tharsugh the voices of America’'s children.

We are living batween the flood and rthe rainbow: between the
rhreats oo creaticon on the one side and God’s covenant to protact
1ife on the opher.

Why should we save endaaéered specieg?

Lat w8 answer Chis guestion with one voice, the voice of the
child at that expo. who scrawled her answer at the very hotiom of
the ghget: :

"Hecause we can.” : .
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*"Between the flood and the rainbow"®

OUR COVENANT: TO PROTECT THE WHQLE OP CREATION

A wolf’s green ayes, a sacred blue mountain, the words from
Genesis, and the answers of children all reveal the religiocus
values manifest in the 1973 Endangered Speciea Act.

By U.S. Secretary of the Interior
Bruce Babbitt

I kegan 1995 with one of the more memorable events of my
liferime. It took place in the heart of Yellowstone Natiocnal
Park, during the first week of January, a time when a layer of
deep, pure snow blanketed the first protected landscape in
America. But for all it’'s beauty, over the past 60 years thig
landscage had been an incomplete ecosystem; by the 1930s,
government -paid hunters had systematically eradicated the
predator at the top of the food chain: the American grey wolf.

I wag there on that day, knee deep in the snow, because I
had been given the honor of carrying the first wolves back into
that landscape. Through the work of conservation laws, I was
there to restore the natural cycle, toc make Yellowstone complete.

The firgt wolf was an Alpha female, and after I gset her down
in the transaition area, where she would later mate and bear wild
pups, I looked through the grate into the green eyes of this
magnificent creature, within this gpectacular landscape, and was
profoundly moved by the elevating nature of America’s
congervation laws: laws with the power to make creation whole.

I then returned to Washington, where a new Congress was
being sworn into office, and witnessed power of a different kind.

Attack on watsar, land, creatures

First I witnessed an attack on our national landse, an all-
out attempt to abolish our American tradition of public places --
whether national parks, forests; historic sites, wildlife
refuges, and recreation areas. Look quickly about you, name your
favorite place: a beach in New York harbor; the Appomattox
Courthouse; the great western ski areas; the caribou refuge in
rhe Arctic; or the pristine waters off the Florida Keys. For each
of these places is at risk. Last month in the Denver Pogt, the
Chairman of the House Subcommittee on Public Lands estimated that
his committee may have to close more than 100 of the Park.
Service's 369 units. In these times, it seems that no part of our
history or our natural heritage is sufficiently important to
protect and preserve for the benefit of all Americans.

Next'I witnessed an attack that targets the 1972 Clean Water
Act, the most successful of all our environmental laws. Until
that Act passed, slaughterhouses, pulp mills and factories from
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Boise to Boston o Baten Rouge spewed raw waste into our.
waterfrontg. Yet 23 years latsyr, as [ vigited Ameriaa' citciesg, T
9aw that Act restoring those rivers, bregathing new iLife inic
cnce-dead warers, ] saw people gaiher on ¢lean banks cc fish,
sail, swim, ear and live. I saw thar, as the Act helns cities
Tr2sIore QuUr waters, Lhose waters yrestore our aities themselvas,
And then I saw Congress rushing ¢ tear that Act apar:.

But finally, more than any of our envircnmental laws, the
Act they have most aggressively singled out for eliminavion --
cne that made Yellowstone complete -- 13 the 1373 Endangered
Specigg AcCt. .

Never mind that thig Act is working, having saved %3 percent
of all listed species; never mind that it effectively protecc
hundyreds ¢of plants and animals, from grizzly bears to whooping
cranes Lo greenback gutthroat trout; never mind that it ig doin
50 while costing each American 16 cents per year.

Por the new Congress -- while allowing for the apove
charismatic species, plud a dozen other sapecies good for hunting
and fishing, plus, just for good measure, the bald eagle .- can
find absolutely no reason Lo protect all species in general.

Who cares, they ask, if the spotted owl ygges axtinct? We
wort’t misa it, or, for that matter, the Texas blind salamander or
the kangaroco rat. And that goes double for the fairy ehrimp, the
burying beetle, . the Delphi sandg flower-loving fly and the virgin
spine dace! If they get in our way, if humans drive some
creatures Lo extinction, well, that's {ust too bad,

Oover the past year that is, I think, a fairly accurate
summary of how the new majority in Congress has expressed its
opinion of the Endangered Species Act.

The values of chaildren

Thé? are not, however, the ¢nly Americans who have expregsed
an opinicn on this iesue. :

Recently T read an account of a Los Angeles "Eco-Expo” iast
April, where children were invited to write down their answers to
the basic guestion: *Why save endangered species?’

One ¢hild, Gabriel anawersd, “Because God gave us the
animals.”
Travis and wina wrote, *Recause we love th
A third answered, "Because we’ll be lonely wi:rout ehem. "
. 8rill ancther wrote, "Hecause they’'re a part of our life, If
we didn’t have them, it would not be a complete world. The Lord
put them on earth to be enjoyed, not degtroyed. "’ .

¥ +
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Now, in my lifetime [ have heard many, many polinical,
agriculeural, scientific, medical and genlogical reasons for
saving sndangered gpecies, I have in fact hired biclogiscs and
goologliats for just that purpose. All their reasons have o do
with providing humans with potential ¢ures for disease, or
vielding numans new straing of drought-ragistant <rops, or
affering humansg bioremediation of oil spills, or shousands of
sther justificacions of why species ars ussful tn humans.

Butr none of rtheir reascns moved me like the children’s.

For thesse children are speaking and writing in plain words a
complex notion that has either been lost, or f{orgottisn, or never
learned some Dy members of Congress, and indesd by many of us.

The children are expressing the moral and spirirvual
imperative that there may be & higher purpose inherent in
creation, demanding our respect and cur grewardship gquite apart
from whether & particular species ig or ever will be of matverial
uge to mankind. They see in creaticn what our adult pelitical
leaders refuse to acknowledge. They express an answer that can bhe
reduced to One word: values. <

A sacrsd dlue mountaia

1 remerber when T was their age, a child growing up in a
small town in Northerm Arxizona. I learned my religicus values
through the Catholic Church, which, in that era, in that Judeo-
Christian tradition, kept silent on our moral obligation to
nature. By its silence the church implicitly sancticned the
prevailing view of the earth as something to be used and disposed
however we saw fitr, without any higher cbligation. In all the
years that I attended Sunday massa, hearing hundreds of homilies
and sermons,, chiere was never any referance, any link, Lo our
natural heritage or to the spiritual meaning of the land
gurrounding us. i ,

vetr, cutside that church I always had & nagging instinct
rhat the vast landscape wag scmehow sacred, and holy, and -
connected to me in a sense that my catechism ignored.

Ar the edge of my home zown & great blue mountain called the
San Francisco Peaks soars up out of the desert toe a anowy summit,
spagging clouds on its crest, changing color with the seasons. It
was always a mystical, evocative presence in our daily lives. To
me that mountain, named by Spanish missicnaries for Saint ’
Francis, remains a manifestation of the presence ¢of our Creator.

That I was not alone in this view was something I had to
distmver chrough a very different religion. Por on the opposite
side of the blue mountain, in small puebloa on the high mesas
. that stretch away toward the north, lived the Hopi Indians. And

3
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LT was a young Hopi friend who taught me thact the blue mounzain
was, truly, a sacred place. :

One Sunday morning in June he led me out to the mesa top
villages where I watched as the Kachina filed into the plaza,
arriving from the snowy heights of the mountain, bringing
blessinga from another world.

Another time he took me to the teremonials where the priests
of the snake clan chanted for rain and chen releaged live
rattlesnaxes to carcy their prayers to the spirits deep within
the earth.

Later I went with him to a bubbling spring, deep in the
Grand Canyon, lined with pahoes -- the prayer feathers -- where
his ancestors had emerged from another world to populate this
earth.

By the end of that summer I came to believe, deeply and
irrevocably, that the land, and that blue mountain, and all the
plants and animals in the natural world are together a direct
reflection of divinity, that creation is a plan of God, and I
gaw, in the words of Emerson, "the visible as proceeding from the
invigible."

Genesis and the Deliuge

That awakening made me acutely aware of a vacancy, a poverty
amidst my own rich religious tradition. I felt I had to either
embrace a borrowed culture, or turn back and have a second look
at my own. And while priests then, as now, are not too fond of
people rummaging about in the Bible to draw our own meanings, I
chose the latter, asking: Is there nothing in our Western, Judeo-
Christian tradition that speaks to our natural heritage and the
sacredness of that blue mountain? Ie there nothing that can
connect me to the surrounding Creation?

There are those who argue that there isn‘t.

There are those industrial apologists who, when asked about
Judeo-Christian values relating to the environment, reply that
the material world,. including the environment, is just an
incidental fact, of no significance in the relation between us
and our Creator.

They cite the first verses of Genesis, concluding that God
gave Adam and his descendants the absclute, unqualified right to
"gubdue®' the earth.and gave man "dominion over the fish of the
, sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing
that-moveth upon the earth.” God, they assert, put the earth here
for the disposal of man in whatever manner he sees fit. Period.
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They should read a few varses further

For there, in the azcount of the Deluge, the Bible conveys a
far different message aboul our relation to God and to the earth.
In Genesis, Noah was commanded To take inee vhe ark two by twe
and sevan by Seven every living thing in c¢reation, the clean and
che unclean. ’

He did not specify cthat Noah shéuld limitc the ark to two
charismatic species, two good for huncing, two apecies that might
provide scme cure down the road, and, say, two that draw crowds
to the city 200. :

No, He specified 2le of creacion. And when the waters

receded, and the dove flew off to dry land, God ser all the
" greatures free, commanding them to multiply upon the earth,

Then, in the words ©f the covenant with Noah, "when the
rainbow appears in the ciouds, I will gee it and remember rthe
everlasting covenant betwsen me and all living things on earch.®

. Thus we are instructed that thig everlasting covenant was
made to protect the whole of creation, not for the exclusive use
and dispositicn of mankind, but for the purposes of the Creazor.

Now, we all know that the commandment to protect greation in
all ite diversiry does not come o us with detailed operating
ingtructions. It is left o us to transiate 3 moral imperative
into a way of life and into public policy. Which we did.
Compelied by this ancient opmmand, modern America turned to the
national legislature which forged ocur collective moral imperative
into one landmark law: the 1973 #ndangered Species Act,

Lost values, fragmented crsation

The trouble is that during the first twenty yvears of the
Endangered Species Act, scientists ard administratore and other
well-intentioned pecple aomehow lost sight of that value -- to
protect the whgle of creation -- and instead took a fragmented,
mechanistic approach to preserve individual species. Isolated
specialists working in secluded reglong waited until the eleventh
nour to act, then heroically rescued speciee -- one at & time,

Somatimes the result was dramatic recovery, but often the
result wasg chaos, conflict, and continuing long term decline. In
the Pacific Northwest, for example, the spotted owl waa listed
gven as federal agencies went forward with clear cutting. Efforts
ro save the alligator proceeded sven as the Everglades shrivelled
from diverted waters. They listed Califcrnia salmon runs even as
watey users continued to deplete che gpawning streams.
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I L8 only Lo othe last few ysars thab have we recovared,
like a lost lens, our ancisnt religicus values, This lens lets us

sg€e not numan-drawn gdistincrions -- as Lf ersation could svar be
compartmentalized into & million discrefe partsg, sach living in
ralavive ilsolacion from the tthers -- hut rather nhe lnterwoven

wholeneas of crsacion.

o Soc surprisingly, when we can see past these man-made”
divisiong, the work of protecting God’s creation grows bouh
cagier and clearer,

Reconnecting scosystema

Ir unites all state, county and federal workers undsr a
common moral goeal. Ir srases artificial berders so we can sge the
£ull range of a natural habitat, whether wetland, forest, stream
or degert expanse. And it makes us gee all the creatures that are
collecrively rocted to one habitat, and how, by keeping that
nabitat whole and intact, we ensure the survival of the species.

For example, in the Cascades, the spotted owl's decline way
only part of the collapsging habitat of the ancient forests. When
seen as a4 whole, that nabirat stretohed from Canada to San
Francigco. Not one but thousands of spegisa, from waterfowl of
the air to the salmon in their streams, depended for thelir
survival on the unigque rain forest amidst Douglas fir, hemlogk
and rad cedar, :

Cur response was the President’'s Forest Plan, a holistic
regional agreement forged with state and logal officials and the
private sector. Across three state borders, it keeps critical
habitat incact, provides buffer zones along salmon streams and
coastal areas, and elsewhere provides a sustainable timber
harvest for generationsa to come,

That's also the lesson of Bverglades National Park, where
great flocks of wading birds are declining becauge their shallow
feeding waters were drying up and dying off. Only by erasing park
poundaries could we trace the problem ro ite source, hundreda of
miles upstream, where agriculture and cities were diverting the’
ghallow water for .their own needs. Ondy by looking acv the whole
South Florida watershed, could state and federal ageucies unite
to put the parts back together, restore the severed estuaries,
revive the Park, and satisfy the needs of farmers, fishermen,
acologists and water users from Miami to Orlande.

This holistic approach ig working to protect ¢reation in the
most fragmented habirats of America: from salmon runs in
Califormia‘'s Central Valley to the red-cockaded woodpecker across
SoutReastern hardwood férests; from the Sand Hill Cranes on the
headwaters of the Platte River in Central HNebragka to the desert
tortoise of the Mojave Reserve. I’d like Lo say that the
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segsibilities are limited only by our imagination and our
commitment Lo honoy the ilnstructions of Gensesis,

Lel us answar

But more and more, the possibilitiss are also limited by
seome members of Congress,. Whenever I confront some of these bills
that are routinely introduced, billg-sometimes openly wricten by
industrial lobbyists, bills thac gystematically eviscsrate the
Endangered Species Act, I take refuge ard *nsplfatlom from the

~simple written angwers a# those children at the Log Angeles axpo.

But I somevimes wonder if children are the only ones who
axpress religious values when talking about endangeved species. I
wonder 1f anyons elsgse in America is trying o restore an sunce of
humility to mankind, reminding our political leaders that the
garth is a sacred pr&cinct designed by and for the purposes of
the Crnator .

I gor my Angwer last month.

I read lettar afrer letter from five different religious
orders, represgenting tens of millions of churchqgeoers, ail
opposing a House bill tce weaken the Bndangered Species Act. They
oppened it not for technical or sclentific or agriecultural or
medicinal reasons, bui for spiritual reasons.

And I was moved not only by how such diverse faiths could
reach 80 pure an agreement against this bill, but by the commnon
language and terms with which they opposed it ilanguage thatg
achoed the voices of the children:

One letter, from the Presbyterian Church, 'said:"Contemporary
moral issues agre related to cur understanding of nature and
humanity’s place in them." The Reform Hebrew Congragation wrote:
*Our rraditicop teaches us that the earth and all of its creatures
© are the work and the possessiona of the Creator.® And the
Menncnite Church wrote: *We need to hear and obey the command of
our Creator who instructed us to be stewards of God’'s ¢reation.”®

And suddenly, at that moment, I undsrstocd exactly why some
members of Congress react with such unrestrained fear and
lcathing towards the Endangered Species Act. I understood why
they tried to ban all those letters fiom the congressional
record. I understood why they are so deeply disturbed by the
prospect of reixgic&a values entering the national debate.

For if they hear& that command of our Czeat&r, i they truly
listened to Hig ingtructions to be responsible stewards, then
rheir entire framework of human rationalizations £or té&tlﬁg
apart the Act comes to nought,

i



I zonciude hare tonight by affirming that those raligi
valueg reémain at the heart ¢f the Endangered Species Ach, ¢
wney make shemselves manifest through the green sveg of the
wolf, ghrough the call of the whooping crane, through zhe sp
of rhe racific salmon, through the voices of America's childr

Wwe are living between the flocd and the rainbow: hetfween the
threars .o creation on the one side and God's sovenant to protect
Life on the other. .

Why should we save endangersd specles?

Let us answer this question with one woice, the vaeice of rhe
chiild at that expo, who scrawled her angwer ac the very bottom of

Lhe sheot:
"Hecauge we can.®



LEADING AMERICA CLOSER TO THE PROMISE OF GOD’S COVENANT

Keynot.e Address of U.S. Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt
Associated Church Press 1996 Annval Convention
Mesa, Arizona
Thursday, April 11, 1996

I'd.like to start today by telling you two interrelated 'stories
from my lifer one as a father, cne as a Cabinet Secretary.

For arriving in Mesa reminds me of a time, just over a decade
ago, when I took my son.hiking into the White Mountains of
western Arizona. I remember, in particular, my son asking a
child’'s question: "Dad, are there wolves living here?" As a
partial answer, I later read him the moving Arizona passage in A
Sand County Almanac where the author, like other federal agents
at . that time, had shot cne of the last remaining packs of wolves.
It was part of a national eradicaticn policy, based on the
assumption that "because fewer wolves meant meore deer, that no
wolves would mean a hunters’ paradise." But Aldo Leopold
experienced a conversion after he

"reached the wolf in time to watch a fierce green fire dying
in her eyes. I realized then, and have known ever since,
that there was something new to me in those eyes, something
known only to her and to the mountain...I now suspect that
just as a deer herd lives in mortal fear of its wolves, S0
does a mountain live in mortal fear of its deer,

The seccond story began one morning in January 1995 in the heart
of Yellowstone National Park, where I stood knee deep in a laver
of deep snow that blanketed the first protected landscape in
America. For as Interior Secretary I was helping to carry the
first grey wolves back into that landscape. Through conservaticn
laws, I was there to restore the natural cycle, to help make
Yellowstone complete. The first welf was an Alpha female, and
after I set her down in the transition area, where she would
later mate and bear wild pups, I locked through the grate into
the eyes of this magnificent credature; I saw the green fire flare
up again, a fire brought back by America’s conservation laws,
with the power to help restore God’s creation.

Between those two: eventg, separated by nearly a century, there
awoke in America a profound new sense of national stewardship, a
shift that has been embodied in our most important conservation
law: the landmark 1973 Endangered Species Act.

I then returned to Washington where a newly elected Congress was
- armed with an agenda that was both hostile to God’s creation and
determined to dismantle the very legal tools -- especially the
Endangered Species Act -- that allow us to restore it.



These lsgislators ¢laim Lhat God gave aAdam and his descendants
“deminion" over Creation with instructions to "subdue® iz as chey
sea fit., Thug absolved 0f responsibility. leaders in Congress
maintain that ODT “"should not have been banned* because it "drove
up the cost of doing husiness;" that "one hundred and fifty
national parkg of the some 368 need to be dropped;* and that the
Environmental Protection Agsency is "the Gasuvaps of government.”
Whereupon thdy guistly procesd to introduce bills that dismantle
lawsg lix2 the Endangered Species Act and 1972 Clgan Water Ach.

Whatever our differences on gpecific matters of policy, many of
these leaders show a deep and pervasive hostility not only to the
environment, but Lo the values expressed by America’s religious
lszaders, both thoge in the church hierarchy and those speaking
from the back pews. )

For examgple, last October five leaders from the Presbyterian,
Merhodisc, Evangelical Lutheran, Jewish, and Mennonive faiths,
”egrasenrlng teng of miiliong of cha_hngcers, all wrote different
lecrers opposing a bill to cripple the Endangered Specias Act.
They opposed it not for technical or scientific or agricultural
or medicinal reasons, but for gpirirual reascns.

These leiters were submitted o be entered in the Congressional
Record, a routine and invariably honored request. Bur the
commibtiags chaimman atv first refused to admit tham; only afrer
procest over thelr exclusion were the letters begrudgingly
aliowed. Why? What was 8o politicalily dangerocus about the
iesrers? To £ind out, I ¢btained ceopies, and read each one.

One wrote: "Contemporary moradl igsues are ralated to our
understanding of nature and humanity’'s place in them."

Anothery "Our tradition teaches us that the earth and all of its
creaturss are the work and the pogsgessions of Che Creator.®

A third: "We need to hear and obey the command of our Craator who
instructed us Lo be stewardsg of God’s creation.”

Ir seems only if religious leaders support legislation can theay
speak with authority and deliberation. For in January, after the
Evangelical Environmental Network unveiled-a naticnwide campaign
0 support the Endangered Speciss Act a8 "the Noah's ark of cur
day” and warn that a bill in Congress may well "sink"™ it, they
were suddenly yebuked as less than honest. Accusing them in an
open letter .of *using the pulpit o mislead people," House
leaders criticized them: "As religious people, you have a high
ablig&uiQn to seek the truth, even in the political arena.”

But even if Qangress keeps vou off Capitol Hill, even if they
force you o wdit behind a long line of corporate 2&bbyiszs
clumcﬁzﬁg their due bills after financing the last election, you



may find, ~as I did, that the only politircal arena that mattsrs -3
our here on the American landscape, far.from Washington.

For example, one year 2g0 I traveled peyornd the beltway Lo ses
acw the rest of America felt apbout bills te close national parks,
repeal stormwalgy treatment, and permit extinction. Here's whaco I
-

found; <

. At a Los Angeles "Eco-Expo” last April, hundreds of c¢nildren
were invited to write down cheir answers to the basic gquestion:
"Why gave eéndangered specissg?!

One child, Gabriel, answered, "Becauss God gave us the
animals." . :

Travis and Gina wrote, "Because we love them.” .

A third angwersd, "Because we'll be lonely without them.”

§riil another wrote, "Because they're a part of oux life. If
we didn’t have them, it wculd not bhe a complete world, The Lord.
put them on earth to be enjoyed, not destroyed.® :

4 On the banks of the St. Johng River in Jacksonville Florida,
a fisherman said wg need Lo restore the river for recreation, a
civic . scisntist said we need to have drinkable water, an
gnvironmentalist sald we need clean scyreams for waterfowl and
wildlife, and a3 restaurateur said we need a clear watsrfront as a
magnet oo draw paople and business. 8ur then & minigter rose and
said, beyond all those reasons, we nesd Lo restore the river
hecause God gave us ¢lean rivers and to allow it ¢o become foulea
was simply, unequivocally, “wrong.”

. On the bankg of the Xentucky River in Frankfurt a group of
local doctors, parents, teachers and scientists had "Come to the
warers” just as you have today. Butb whatevey thelr unique line of
work, they all shared the same emphasis: We have a moral ’ :
obligation ag stewards to the land, When I noted the unity of
rheir voices, angwering on religious grounds, a woman chimed in,
iyell, Mr. Secretary, you are in the Bible Belt!® If so, that
belt encompagses the entire nation. For in each c¢ity I traveled
to, Noreth, South, East or West, I heard a familiar spiritual
answar, : '

* I dained a Wednesday night interfaith meeting at the .
Peachtree Presbyterian Church in Atlanta. There, the minster read
us Psalm 24 that proclaims *“The earth is the Lord’'s and the
-Fullness thereof, the world and thoge who dwell therein; for he
nas founded. it upon the seas, and established it upon the
rivers."

. Upon one of those rivers, on a cloudy, windswept moraing in
Porrliand, raligious groups helped us plant native willow and ‘
Oregon grape to restore the streambank of Fanno Creek.

® At the New Waverly Baptisz Church in West Dallas,
congregants discovered the disastrous health effects cn
neighborhood families from a nearby lead smelting plant. They
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succeeded-in having the plant closed and have convinced the cigy
Lo establish a health ¢linlc in the churceh basement, '

LS At the Full Circle House of Praysr in Port Huron, Michigan,
nung brought together members ©f the community to learn how Lo
concrol invasive pests in order to provect losal wetlands.

.. Children from the Mainline Reform Temple in Wynnewood, PA
NEVE ga*nnﬂd ‘fish on - gewers to discourage dumpwng where ico
aﬁx&&awus rha purity of local waters.

» And. just thres Sundays age, Pope John Paul IT reminded the
world vhat while the scripture allows humans have a *privileged

position” on Sarth, “this is not authority to lord over it, even
lgs8 to devastate it.® The season of Lent, he sald, offers us a

"profound lesson Lo raspect the environment. Among the negative

cutcomes of this culture of domination is 8 digtorted use of
nature that disfigures its face and jeopardizes¢ the eguilibrium,
ad ir dees not slow even with the threat of ecological
disagter. ¥

During the course of my travels, and watching America’s

gnvironmental awaksning unfold in cities and towns everywhere, I |

rurned back to rersad Genesis, ia light of the comments I had
neard in so many communitles.

We all rememdber the Deluge as an account of gin and punishment,
of destruction followed by hope and renewal. Bul upon reading iu
once again, I saw still more meaning.

Noal was of course commanded to take into the ark two by two and
saven by seven every living thing in ¢reation, the clean and the
unclean. Our Creator did not specify that Noah should limit the

¥ 0 two charismatic speciss, twe good for hunting, two species

vhat might provide some cure down the road, and, say, two that
draw crowds to the city 200.

No, He specified Fhe whols reation. And when the watsrs
receded, and the dove flew &if to dry land, God ser all the
creatures free, commanding them to multiply upon the earth. Then,
in the words of His covenant with Neah, "when the rainbow appears
in rhe clouds, I will gee it and remember the everlasting

- povenant between me and all living things on earth.”

why Lis this relevant in the modern pelitical arena, as the
religious community speaks ro and from the pulpit? Bacause roday,
we& are still living petween the flood and the rainbow: between
rhreats Lo creation on the one side and God’s Qovenant to protect
l1ife on the other; betwesn the incomplete landscape I grew up
with and the full restoration of wolves that my son will XKnow.

e
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Only two things stand between these two visions, The firsp is our
se#cular conservation laws, laws which pressrve hablitdt, prooect
national parks, and restore our lakes, riverg and shores sc thar,
when they are clean, we can indeed "Come to the Waters.™”

Bur rche second i3 something less visible and more fundamental
rhan the laws rchamselves. If is ¢he spirigual and moral values
cthat ars embodied in those lawg. Without those values we cannoco
develep zs rasponsible stewards of the land. And so I conclude
Mere Dy asking you who speak to pur religious leaders and o gur
congregations: How can we work togethsr .- in our respecrnive
callings -- to protect God's Creation?

We can continue to awaken others to our stewardship of the land.
For America’s religlous community -- convinced of scientific
gvidence and consensus, and acting across a remarkable spectrum
of faich groups -- 18 arraying its ancient and authoritative
reachings for action in responge Lo the crisis of planetary
gnvironment . :

We can assert ahd amplify our values, whether or not Congress
wants to hear them,

We can listen when the Bishops of the Catholic Church deglare:
*As individuals, as institutiong, as a people, we need a change
of heart fo pragerve and protect the planet for our children and
for gensrariong yet unborn,® and we can answer, “Amen."

We can endorse the hundreds ¢of evangelical Christian scholars and
national agency executives who have signed and distributed an
*Evangelical snvironmental Declaxration.!

We can praise the leaders of American Judaism who collectively
state that "The secological crisig hovers over all Jewish
concerns, for the threat ig global, advancing, and ultimately
jeopardizes ecological balance and the quality of life.”

We can actively aupport the Protestani communions, acting within
the National Council of Churchesa of Christ, who have brought
together ag no national environmental organization has,
conscituencies opposing racism as well as pollution.

Finally, we can remember that conservation did not begin as a
parcisan, or even a political issue. Nor did it begin on Earth
Day. It began in that time between the flood and the rainbow, a
time that beging with the break of each new day. You can help by
asking your leaders, your congregations, and yourselves to
transcend the narrow partisan differences, which can only drive
s back, roward destruction, and instead uphold our moral
obligation ay stewards of God’s creation, which can only to briag
us cloger to the hope and regnewal that was and is the promise of
Hig covenant,



