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-U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Vicki M, Boatwright! 

December 14, 199:; Diana Hawkins, (404) 679·7293 


Stephanie Hanna, Department of the 

Interior (202) 208·6416 


MARINE CORPS TotlTS COMPATrBILITY OF MILITARY TRAlNBIG, 

EJ-.'DANGERED SPECIES PROTECTrON 


At a ceremony hosted by the Department of Defense on Friday December 15, '1995, Secretary of 
the Interior Bruc.Babbitt will join Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Environment and Safety) 
Elsie Munsell and US, Fish and WUdlife Service Southeast Regional. Director Noreen K Clough in unveiling 
a new endangered species poster at Marine Corps Base, Camp Lejeune, N,C. The poster depicts Marine. 
training in red-cockaded woodpecker habitat. The unveiling will take place at the Base's Marston 
Pavilion at 12:45 p,m., and the ceremony i. open to the public. , 

The poster, a combined effort of the U,S, Marine Corps and the U,S. Fish and Wildlife Service, is 
the second in a series of posters that portray the compatibility ofmilitary training and endangered species 
conservation, The first poster depicting the western snowy plover, an endangered shorebird at Camp 

. Pendleton, California, was unveiled in August 1994, A third poster is planned end will feaMe the desert 
tortoise. 

"This poster shows the American people that the courageous men and women ofour Armed . . 
Forees can conduct the vital military training they need to protect our Nation while also protecting an 
endangered species like the red-cockaded woodpecker," Babbitt said, 

Munseil agreed, adding, "The Department of the Navy is proud ofits record of good steward'hip 

of the environment, W. are equally proud ofour partnership with the Interior Department and the U. S, 

Fish and Wildlife S~e as we work together to conserve and protect the precious natural resourceS 

entrusted to our care." 


Camp Leji:unc Commanding General Maj, Gen, Patrick G. Howard noted that the base possesses 
a superior environment for both training Marines and conserving habitat for rare, protected species. "The 
restriction. on timber cutting oed the pres<:ribed buming tim, is conducted to suppress wildfires are 
examples ofaClivities that both protect the red·cockeded woodpecker's habitat end help to maintain this 
superior training environment for the Marines," Howard said. 

Camp Lejeune, which covers 150,000 acre., is the largest Marine Corp. installation on the East 

Coast and is the ho.t base for the II Marine Expeditionary Force, It. primary mission i. to provide 

support facilities required to maintain the Force's combat readiness. 


(MORE) 
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More than 7~ percent of the base remains forested and;5 home to 42 redwcockaded woodpecker 

5:-CUPS. fn 1985, when yearly woodpecker population monitoring began at Camp LeJeune. cnly J 1 

groups were found here. 


The red-cockaded woodpetker was placed on the federal list of,endangered species in October 
1970, when it was discovered that timber harv'esting had destroyed much of its natural habitat in the 
Southeast. Red~'C(,ckade~oodpeckers live in family groups. and all members of the group participate in 
canng for and rearing the youns, The groups are non-migratory and hlghly territorial, roosting and 
nesting in live, old"growth pine trees. The red-cockaded wQ()dpecker is the only Nonh American bird 
species that excavates cavities in !iving pine trees. Today, nationwide. approximately 4,500 groups-­
also referred to as clusters _. survive in 13 southeastern states from Virginia to Texas, and more than 70 
percent of these can be found on F ederallands such .s Marine Corps Base. Camp Lejeune. 

A memorandum ofunderstanding between the V.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and three 
government agencies in North Carolina to cooperatively develop and sustain a viable RCW population in 
:-Iorth Carolina's coastal plain, is nearing completion. Under this proposed MOU, Marine Corps Base, 
Camp Lejeune, the Croatan National Forest and the State of North Carolina's Holly Shelter Game Lands 

.will cooperate in the recovery of the woodpecker. Their recovery objective is 299 clusters for all three 
properties. Based upon the desired woodpecker population density of 200 acres per cluster, Camp 
Lejeune's woodpecker recovery goal is 149 dusters, 

Military training at Camp Lejeune is • continuing process and often involves large numbers of 

troops. vehicles and aircraft. There are more than 50 live fire ranges., three major impact areas that are 

used for practice bombing and strafing, 56 designated training areas for tactical exercises and field 

training, and 4 miles of beaches that are used for amphibious training. 


" . 
Under Canlp Lejeune's proposed Long Range Habitat Management Plan for the red-cockaded 

woodpecker, military activities are closely managed in areas where woodpeckers live and breed. Each 
cluster site containing woodpecker cavity trees is surro~ded by a buffer zone that is 200 feet wide. 
Within these zones, vehicular and foot traffic are permitted along designated roads and trails and blank 
small arms firing is allowed, Activities prohibited from these areas include tiring artiDery withiri 600 reet, 
digging foxhole, or burying cable, climbing, cutting or damaging any size pine tree, or using trees to 
install antennas. 

Existing cluster sites average 38.5 acre., so presently less than 2 percent of the installation', total 
available land is .meted. Even when recovery goals are met, it is estimated that only 5.2 percent of the 
Base', total land area will be designated woodpecker habitat 

Media representatives wbG wish 10 attend the e..emGny .bGuk! c.ntact lsi Lt..Quimby or 
Gunn.ry Sg!. Gelhicker at (9\0) 451-5655 by 4 p.m•• Dec 13. F.U.wing Ihe .....m.oy. U.s. Fish 
.nd Wildlife Serllice repre.enlatives wiD provide B-.olI video rootage of tile re<J-co<kaded 
woodpecker in Beta format for television news crews. 
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BABBITT JOINS MARINES AT CAMP PENDLETON; 
WILL SIGN AGREEMENT WITH MAIUNB CORPS TO PROTECT SPBCIBS I!ABITAT 

r 
Intel~ior Secretary Bruce' Babritt will join the Marines 


Monday; visiting Camp Pendleton to sign an enviro~~ental 

management agreement between the Marine Corps and the Interior 

Department'S Fish and Wildlife.Service to preserve crucial 

wildlife habitat in, the region.: 


. I ' 
The agreement involves a plan in which the Marines will 

manage the 12~.OOO acres of Caup Pendleton in envrionmentally 
sensitive.way~ that are less disruptive to at lease six imperiled 
species t::tat live on t.he San Diego County Mari:le base. 

"Few people realize the tremendous work the Marine Corps ,has 
already done, and,will be able to do in the future I on 
environmental restoration and mana9ement~· Babbitt said. liThe 
efforts of the Corps at Camp Pendleton will help all land owners 
in the area, creati6g more" flexiblity in ways to integrate 
habitat management with other private land uses. And because 
Pendleton is located at the center of an important habitat area, 
conservation here will be especially effective. This is a 
classic example of partnerships benefitting both the environment, 
the econOmy and our national defense.­

Babbitt will meet Corps officials and get a first hand look 
at how the Marines will manage conservation on the base. The 
plan focuses on beach, dune estuary and streamside habitat on 
Camp Pendleton inhabited by three endangered species of birds 
·the least Bell'S vireo I the southwestern willow flycatcher, and 
the California least tern·-and a number of other threatended 
speciee. Camp Pendleton is home to the largest breeding 
popul~tion :;)f the least Bell' s vireQ in the world. 

The crux of the agreement will involve efforts by the 

Marines to minimize the impact of various training activities on 

species habitat, particularly incaqu~tic areas. 


s ......t.ry l!al:>bitt .....d llad;,e Corps and 1'ial> and lIlldlite 
officia14 will be available to •••t witl> media after signing the' 
ag~.ameot and a tour of the b••• ~ Interested media shou14 ar~1ve 
at tl>e Kat,. Gat.. of C_ PendletOD (C_ P""dletoQ .:dt off l-S 
in Oceanside) QO later than 12,30 to be escorted to tl>e tOur and 
press eonfereAce site. 

-1l0I­



· WJNTING AND CONSERVATION: A LEGACY AT RISK? 
R~~KS BY DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN ROGERS 

GOVERNORS' SYMPOSIUM ON AMERICA'S HUNTING HERITAGE 
GREEN BAY. WISCONSIN 

AUGUST 28. 1995 

Thank y~u, 

Eefore I begin, let me pass on the regrets ,of Mollie Beattie 

that she COl.tld not: be wit.h you tOday. ~1cll.ie had a medical 

emergency this summer that r.as grea::.ly ::'imited her cravel 

schedule. She fully expects t.o be back in the saddle short.ly, and 

r know we al~ wish her well. 

tvly copie today is "H'J.nting and Conser"..ration: A Legacy at. 

Risk?" The topic is pcsed as a question because I want to raise a 

concern !'uther ::han oake a statement;:. There II legitimate concern 

about the future of America's twin legacy of hunting and 

conservation. Indeed, this great legacy may be a~ risk. I be:'ieve 

everyone in this room should' be paying' close attention to w~a~ is 

happer:.i:.'l.g. 

But. at ,the same time. I didn't come here to offer up an 

apocalyptic vision of what is happeni~g to either conservation or 

hu~ting. The 19905 have seen apocalyptic visio~s th;own ab~ut 

:ike popcorn ,in a movie theater. It seens :ike no o~e can make a 

point anymore without making it:_seem like the end of world is at 

hand, Pick a t:opic, piCK a side and proponents will argue that 

unless they get their way, it: will be the er.d of the world. 

Maybe an excess of hyperbole is t~e way you score political 

pOints in the 1990s. I don't inte~d add fuel to that fire. But 

will speak to you from my long experience as both career wildlife 

biologist: and an avid outdoorsrna'n. 

I 
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And! will start wl.th a sirr,p::'s obse~vation: eve:: '.:he 

decades, ~hac has been good for conservation oE wildlife 

general:'y -has been good for hunting. Likewise, what has been g:Jod 

for hunti~S" g'enerally has been good for conservation of wildlife. 

Let me, repeat: what: has been goed for wildlife conservation 

has been good for hunting; what has been good for hunting has 

been good fa:: wildlife conservat.ion. 

-The reasar. :or this connection comes down co one word: 

habitat. For both h~nters and ~ildlife conservation alike, 

habitat is everything. 

Without habitat. there is no wildlife. W~t:tout ::'ab:'tat, 

there is no h~nting. • 
It is no accident, of course, that the hunting communicy 

gave birth to the movement to set aside and restore wildlife 

habitat and has' been its biggest s'...:.ppo:::-ter over the years. The 

Natio~al Wildlife Refuge System, founded by Teddy Roosevelt, 

sta::ds as .3. shini;::.g exa;nple of this movement with 504 refuges 

spanning 92 mil:ion acres. 

That habitat would not exist tOday if it were not for 

hunters. Much of it would probably be plowed under, paved over, 

b'..!l:;"dozed, drained, or otherwise dest.royed. And the ducKs, the 

deer, the elk, the antelope, the turkey as well as the thousa~ds 

of non~game species that live on these 504 refuges would be gone 

as well. 

The importance of habitat to both hu~ting and conservation 

has been ~!raphically shown, by waterfowl populations in the past 
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decade. 'the combination of a drought and i:~ten$ive agricultural 

expansion 10 cr.€: prai.!:'ies sharply reduced the amount 0: w€!:':la:,»d 

habi::a:.: . 

As a res'ulc, the breeding duck popu,i,.ation :ell from 38 

million ducks· in 19.79 to 25 :nil::'ion ducks in 1985, more than a 33 

percent decline. The escimaced fall flight fell from 85 rr.illion 

d~ck$ :0 5S ~:llion ducks. Waterfowl hunting regulations, of 

ccurse, became r;,ore rest.rictive to conserve the resource. 

Since then, hunters and other conservationists have been 

busy restori~g a~d conservi~g millions of acres of waterfowl 

habitat on the prairie through both partnerships ,such as the 

North ~~erican Waterfowl Management Plan and private gro~ps such 

as Ducks t:nlimited. 

ThiS year, we saw the ~esults of this habicac conservation, 

Breeding populations rebounded to nearly 36 million ducks and the 

fal.l f:"ight estir:\ate· is 80 million ducks. As you know. the 

service has proposed to significantly increase bag limits and 

season lengths for the fall. 

I want to emphasize that this recovery did not happen by 

accident. It took the habitat conser~ation· and restoration 

efforts, led by the hunting c?mrnunity, to bring the ducks back, 

It's true we had exceptional rain and snow on the prairie 

this year, and that helped trigger the rebound. But water that 

falls on fallow fields or on pave~ent doesn't do ducks a bit of 

good. 
, 

The habitat must be in place because for hunters and 



wildlife conservation alike, r.abitat is everything. 

So you might be asking: If there' is so much good news t.o 

report about waterfowl, why does the topic of my speech question 

the future of' .America's hunting and conservation legacy? 

The answer is found in Washington, where efforts to reform 

and downsize the government are in many places threatening t~e 

conservaticm of our nation's wildlife habitat. 

There is no question that voters sent a message in the 1994 

elections they were fed up with business as usual in Washington. 

They wanted a leaner, more efficient federal government. 

At the same time,' however, it is clear that the American 

people did not send a mandate to abandon or weaken the many laws 

and programs that protect wildlife habitat. 

In fact, there was no mention of conservation issues in the 

Contract wi.th America. The word "environment" never appears. And 

poll 'after' poll consistently has shown that Americans 

overwhelmingly support strong conservation and environmental 

protection laws. Overwhelmingly. 

In a poll conducted by the League of Conservation Voters, 

for example, 83 percent who voted in November described 

themselves as "environmentalists." Almost 40 perc~nt called 

themselves strong or very strong environmentalists. In a later 

poll ~onducted by the National Wildlife Federation found that 

more than 60 'percent of Americans supported current environmental 

protections or wanted even stronger protections. 

In light of this broad public support for environmental 

" 
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protection and conservation of wildlife habi~at, it is shocking 

co witness what is happening. 

The :hreats :0 wildlife nabi:a: conservation, and by, 

-extension, ch'e f·.... i:ure of our hunt.ing legacy are t'...'o- :old. F:"rst, 

there are proposals to slash the budgecs of programs that prot.ect 

and manage our naturai resources, incL:.d::'ng fish and wildlife: 

second", landmark conservation laws are being threatened, in 

p~rticular :he Clean Water Act and the Endangered Species Act. 

On the budge~ front, both the House and Se::at.e are p::=oposing 

deep cues i~ habitat conservation programs. These cuts will have 

an immediate, detrimental effect on cur ability to conserve and 

wanage ""'il~life habitat. Quite simply', they will lead to fewer 

waterfowl, less upland garr:~, fewer fish. and fewer wild places, co 

enjoy them. 

For example, under appropriations bills pass~d by, both t.he 

House and the Senate', programs that be.nefiC waterfowl and other 

migratory bird were reduced significa~tlYI with funding for 

wetland surveys, habit.at restoration, land acquisit,icn. and 

partner,ship programs sliced well r,elow current levels. 

The Service'S habitat conservation and land acquisition 

budgets also were cut sharply, making it harder to conserve 

wildlife habitat and purchase lands for the National Wildlife 

Refuge System. 

The House also voted to phase out appropriated fur-ding for 

the North American Wetlands Conservation Fund over the next two 

years, The Service estimates this will mean :hat 109,000 acres of 

http:habit.at


wetland habitat Eo:: w:..ldlife wi:'l not be conserved each year. l:c 

wi:l a:so have a serious impact on the ability of che Ca::adia:: 

gove ...n:,1.ent to conse ...ve waterfowl habitat in the d~c1< production 

areas nO!:'th o'f the borde .... 

In addition, both the House and Senate voted to eliminate 20 

percent of the fundi~g for the Harvest Information Program, T~is 

W01.11d essen::ially stall the expansion of this program :0 wonit:or 

waterfowl anc upland game harvests by making it impossible for 

the Service ·to assist: states in joining the program. 

A....'1d beth the House and Senate voted t.o sharply cut funding 

for endange=ed species conservation. Among other things, this 

will severely limit preventacive consenfation Of wildlife habitat 

co keep spe:cies from ever declir.ing to the point where they have 

to be li.stE!d as threatened or endangered. This reduction in 

habitac conservation will have a di.rec~ bearing on the well·being 

of both game ar.d non~game species alike. 

Taken together, it 'is no cverstatement to say these cuts 

will have real ar.d inmediate impacts on both the quantity and 

quality qf hunting opportunities in America. 

The second area where the future of hunting and our 

conservation legacy is at risk are the proposals to substantially 

weaken our landmark habitat conservatio~ laws .. 

Take che' Clean Water Act. We currently are faced wi~h 

legislation passed by the House :::.hat would drastically weaken 

chis law.. The Act has been one of the most successful , , 

conservation laws ever, restoring dead and dying waterways across 

• 
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AIDer ica. F':Jr example, just this pas::. 'lleekend r had the pleasure 

of going :;.:llmon fishing on :ake Mich~gan. a body of water that 

has come back co life la~gely because of ~he Clean Water Act. 

In addic'ion, rive::s like che Fox, River here in Green Bay 

have been t:'ansfOtT(',ed !rom open sewers to vibrant sport fisheries 

by the Clea~ Water Act. 

:Jncer the proposed. law, which the Presider:t has cal:ed <'the 

Dirty Water ACt," our rivers and lakes would be allowed to revert 

to thei~ former, polluted stace, 

Hunters have an enormous stake in what happens ::'0 this law. 
,

The House bill would eliminate protection for millions of acres 

of wetlands that are essential to waterfowl and ccher' game 

species. Here in Wisconsin. for instance, already half of the 

wetlands have been lost l which is about the national average. The 

legislation· before Congress would eliminate protection for many 

of the nation's remaining wetlands. 

Por example, a survey conducted by the Army Corps of 

Engineers, the EPA, and the Service found that using t~e new 

definition of wetlands under'the House bill, almost ~a percen:,of 

wetlands in South Carolina would be removed from 'feaeral 

protection. In addition 90 percent would be ~emoved in Georgia; 

94 percent: in Alabama; 8a percent in Nor:h Carolina, 75 percen!: 

in Nebraska, 65 percent in South Dakota, 71 percent in Wyoming ~­

the list goes on.. The e~timate for Wisconsin is 60 percent to 80 

percent. 

Acco~ding to the Wildlife Management Institute, loss of 
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protection of prairie potholes and other wetlands under the 

proposed bill would reduce hunting opportunities by a minimum of 

629,000 hu~ter days each year. Hunters have just spent many years 

rescoring wet'lands for waterfowl habitat, for 35 million breeding 

ducks -- now all that is .threatened by the stroke of a 

Congressional pen. 

The Endangered Species Act is also under assault. No doubt 

there are hunters out there who think it is good news Congress is 
slashing the Service'S endangered species budget and considering 

weakening th~ law. If you think that, let me bend your ear for a 

moment, because I am convinced that the effort to gut the 

Endangered Species Act is not just bad news for hunters, it is 

very bad news for hunters. 

And the reason comes back to that simple word: habitat. 

The Endangered Species Act has been unfortunately 

misrepresented as a. law that primarily protects obscure species 

that no onE~ cares about-. The truth is that" the Act primarily 

.protects wildlife habitat, not just for obscure sp~cies but for 

all species, game and non-game alike. 

Let me repeat my earlier axiom: what has been good for 

wildlife conservation has been good for hunting; what has been 

good for hunting has been good for wildlife conservation. 

The obscure endangered species that are often caricatured in 

editorial cartoons are really early warning systems -- smoke 

"alarms telling us where wildlife habitat is degraded and 
, 

destroyed. Likewise, h.abitat conservation efforts that are taken 
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on behalf of t:hreacened and endangered species almost alwa'ls'have 

direct benefits to game species and to hunters, 

!n fact, an airtight case could be made that there is cetter 

hunting today' because of t.he Endangered Species Act 

l'he 272 na':ior.al wildlife ref'J.ges with'hunting programs are 

an excellent example. On every one,of these refuges, biologists 

have ident:~fied at least: one endangered species. And on 71 of 

these refuges, :.here is actual::'y a::. aC:lve wildl:'fe: 4Tlanagement 

program to conserve endangered species. In each of these cases, 

the conse~fation of endangered species habitat is ~ot o~ly 

compat.ible with good hunting opportunities, it is often 

contributes to good hunting. 

Mason Neck National Wildlife Refuge in Virginia, for 

instance, was established t.o protect the endangered bald eagle. 

The ref~ge also ~as an active deer hunting prograrr.. If it weren't 

for the refuge, there is little doubt the area would have been 

tur~ed ~nto a subdivision. There would be no hunting opportunity 

and no habitat for big game. 

San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge was established 

to protect numerous endangered species; including the California 

clapper rail, least tern, and salt marsh harvest mouse. Yet the 

refuge has an active waterfowl hunting program on its salt ponds 

a'nd marshes I right there in the middle of a major metropolitan 

area. 

It is simply foolishness to think you can separat.e w1ldlife 

habi~a:: in:o twa classes: garr.e habicat and endangered SpeC1E!5 

http:na':ior.al
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habitat. Nature does not work that way. 

Ye~ the major proposal in the Senaee to change che 

Endansered Species Act: targets endangered species habi~at·, as 

"ho"gh { .. ~ S ._,::, ..... - ""at- f..... .. ... ", h . 't t f... .... ........ _ 1:>_1:"0... _ .. o:n _.~_ aD~ a 0 ocher species. This 


bill would conClnue to prohibit killing of an endangered species 

but it would not seop anyone from destroyir.g the habi::at Qf the 

species, In shor'.:, yeu could drain the wetland, pollu;:e the 

river, cut down all che trees, and de whatever you want as lor.g 

as you don't directly kill a~ endangered animal. 

Let me flip my axiom arQu~d: what .is bad for wildlife 

cons.ervation is generally bad for hunting; what is bad for 

hunti~g is generally bad for wildlife conservation. 

'The effort to g-..:.: the E:1dangered Species Act is bad for 

habitat cOllservatic!'!. It is bad for hunting. 

AS I noted at the beginni:,:g of :uy ::emarks, my topic !!Hunting 

and Conservation: A Legacy at Risk?tt has 'a question rrark at the 

end of it .. 

But as much as anything, the question mark ·is .whether the 

sportsmen of America are going to'speak up during this critical 

'time, Our hunting and conservation legacy is at risk. Are we 

'going ::0 stand idly back while special interests, who don't care 

a ,wit whether there's any wildlife habitat left for future 

generations to enj~YI roll back a century of progress. 

Hunters have made America the world's foremost nation in 

conservation of fish and wildlife. Now is the time to be heard. 

Next year may be too late. 
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Purchase 

preseIrVes 

aparadise

in Paci~fic 
Nature Conservancy
buys unspoiled atoll 
By Traci Watson 
USA TODAY 

P
~mYfO Atoll.• priv'tely owned is­
land in the middle of the Pacific 
Ocean. boasts clouds of birds, gi.mt 
coconut crabs and beaches where 

rare sea turtles nest In developers' eyes, 
it's til! perfect place for a resort-casioo 
complex includil1$ 2.000 hotel rooms - or 
pemaps lOr , toxIC-WdSte dump. 

Now, those visions of development are 
about to vanish. Aland-preservation group 
will announce mday thai: it has struck an 
agreement to buy Palmyra from t~ three 
Hawaiian brothers whose family has 
owned the island since 1922. 

The new idndlord - !he ArIir«ton. Vd.­
based Narure Conservancy - plans to o~ 
the island to a small nllITJber of tourists 
who want to watch binis. scuba dive or 
cast a line into the schools of bonefish 
swimming in the transp.uent water 
around the island. 
P~mYfO is the only privd..iy owned U~ 

territory. Its purchase offers ~the last re­
maining oP~ty to protect an unde­
veloped. urun~it.ed. pristine tropical ma­
rine ecosystem In !:he USA, says john 

Sawhill Nature Conservarw:y ~ident. 
Potential. buyers have dre.uned up ~aU 

kinds of schemes· for the island. says Pttrr 
Savio, the real-eswe brokrr Ibr the sellen. 
the Fullard-~ family. The casino and the 
dump were among them. but he says. ~No 
question. this is the best," ' 

Palmyra lies 1,052 miles south of Hawaii 
and about 350 miles north of the equatot 
The GSO-acre territory is technically an 
atoll, a ring of islets sunounding a central 
lagoon It has been \arge1r uninhabited ex­
cept during World War I , when the Navy 
stationed men there and built an airstrip, 

Palmyra is washed by frequent showers 
and dried by soft breezes, The rain has nur­
tured lush vegetarian, including groves of 
palm trees, -It was classic paradise im­
ages: Nancy MacKinnon. the conservancy
staffer who brokered the deal, rec.a.lls of her 
first visit "I was expecting someone to be 
singing Bali Ha'j in the background,~ , . 
. Its wildlife includes more than I mIllion 
seabirds that build their nests in the trees 
and on the ground, and the giant coconut 
crab, which can crack the hard nuts in its 
claws, Asucculent meal, the crab has been 
nearly wiped out from the rest of the Pacif­
ic by hwnan consumption. On Palmyra. the 
crabs are unmolested. They can Uve 40-50 
years and grow to 21,7 feet across. 

The atoll is surrounded by nearly pris­
tine reefs. including more than 130 species 
of hard coral and at least 200 species of 
fish, A government biologist has said the 
reefs are among the most spectacular in 
the Pacific. As soon as the deal goes 
through. .the ~~ment is Uke!y to estab­
lish a natlonal wildlife refuge to IOdude the 
waters and much of the land itself. There is 
no protection for the corals now. 

"Until (the waters are made a refuge). it's 

pretty wide open." admits Bill Brown. sci­
ence adviser to Interior Secretary Bnn 
B.ibbitt. The conse~ also plans an em­
tourism operation which wouk! host. at 
most 50-75 people at a time. That would 
probably require jet service to the atoll and 
facilities for waste disposal and: other ser­
vices. Other reef-protection groups ap­
prove of the plans. 

"If you're reatly talking Iow-impact tour­
ism. you can have a positive economic 
benefit with minimal environmental dam­
'8f.• Sd)'S S!ephon ColweU of !he Cord! R..r 
Alliance. which is based in Berkeley, Calif 

http:urun~it.ed
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'~~erior·chief plants new flood 

'control' 'deas 


• Babbitt seeks new 
paradigm to ..,dles. 
flood debate 

1NM• ....,.,.o..x.. .... 
I.L9. ltlttrlor Stor.t.I.N Bruce h.bbltt (e:.n,." plant. A 

c;ypt'M1I ft.. lut ...... VaItIO Ndon&l Wilcem. R.kt~, 
otftcfais Tlrn WIMa (tight, Ind LIlfW'Ootri. (11ft) lodI: ott. 

_ ........1floocUot at 
fana. louih ot RoUbr 
'ork. fit p"n:;p, wbich 
_uld bo 1'uo4ad....n.Jy by 
tht federal ronrum.at,
would ecat about t1!O:Nl· 
lift to build and miUiou 
mol'll tOo op6l'l;~. A :up 
d.radr1:a.1 proj.ct in thA 
n"lU'by Sunl1c:~n.f itint 
b.........\t~deb.tod, 
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hsUnAm_oStltesman 
,·.......···........··..T·..··"i'nterioi=..diY;;f"savs·he'lI hunt for Balcones 

, habitat money 
By Ralph K,M, Haucyltz 
American~Statesman Staff 

Publisneti Jan 15.1999 

',"',. Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt pledged . 
Thursday to "look In all .he cupboards" for 

: additional federal money to buy 

· 
, 

, 
endangered-species habitat in the Austin area,· · Babbitt. who was in town to, present a conservation award to Lady. · , 
Bird Johnson, stopped short of promising more money for the · 
limestone canyons and oak--cedar hillsides that are the focus of two 
separate but related land-conservation initiatives. Acquisition money 
has fallen short for bo.h projects, . 

The BaJcones Canyonlands Conservation Plan seeks to set aside about 
30,000 acres in western Travis County for the golden-cheeked 
warbler, the black-capped vireo and severa] species ofredusive cave 
buss. The Baleones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge is 
intended to encompass 46,000 acres ofhabitat for the warbler and 
vireo in northwestern Travis, southwestern Williamson and eastern 
Burnet counties. 

The conservation plan is 6,000 to 
7,000 acre, 'hon of its goal. and 

• 16,000 acre, have been ..sembled 
for the wilmife- refuge. 

Babbiu me. with Mayor Kirk 
Watson. Travis County 
Commissioner Karen Sonleitner. 
U.S. ReP. Lloyd Doggeu and 
other officials Thursday morning. 
primarily to hear their concerns 	 conservation award pre~rlted to her by 

Interior Secrel;\ry Bruce Babbin onabout the conservation pian, 
Thurnlay. Photo b)' David KennedylAA·S 

"They pressed me awfully hard," the inlerior secretar~(said in an 
interview Thursday afternoon at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower 
Center, . 

"And I said I would go back and son of look In all .he cupboards for 
{his year. It's not going to be easy, but I said I'm nol saying no. I don't 
know what's available, but I'll certainly go back and look." 

Babbitt also said that twO proposals by the Clinton administration this 
week for the fiscai year beginlling in October could 31~ funnel 

" http: '\\'W\\ .austin360 com 'news/OO I metrol99jafL'15/! 5babbitt.htm 



lJ.di!ional rr.o:1ey m:o tr.e Bil:c~r:e:s pr0.lccts. 80th proposals are 
subject [Q congressional apprQyaL Or.e ·xo:;ld e;;mna:k S; billion for 
land acquisniQn. and the :::ther \\'ol1!d ;'io\'ide 3700 m:!;ion in tax 
credits to finance a 510 billion bond program limed at p:ese:r:'.ng . 
oper. space ;n clties:md suburbs, 

- Babbitt, a :JeC1ocrat and former I::overnor of Arizona, said he would 
:1')' to bridge a.political <iivtce on-behalfof the Balcones projects. 

He said he would request a mee~ing with Sen. Kay Baiiey Hutch;son. 
R*Texas, "to see.if we can try to tlnd some COmmon ground on thIS 
issue:' Babbitt said he has spoken with Republican Gov. George W. 
Bush "from time to lime and I hopefully can strengthen that 
relationship." 

Conservationists have charged that Hutchison. a longtIme er.tic of the 
. Endangered Species Act, is responsible for the refuge's gening nearly 
53.8 nuHion less this year for land acquisition thap. had been 
anticipated. A spokeswoman for Hutchison has dented the allegation 
but said local groups did not urge the senator to seek mOfi.ey for the 
refuge, 

'Babbitt and Bush have disagreed'on what sort of :and-use protections 
are needed for endangered species, with the governor seeking a lighter 
regulatory touch, 

"It may be that this is perceived as an Austin problem rather than a 
Texas opportunity." Babbitt said, "I think we need to cast this ~ little 
larger. r am not a no-growth advocate." 

Watson said he was encouraged by Babbitt's remarks. The city and 
Travis County. wnich are partl!ers in the Balcones conservation plan. 
have not raised enough money to acquIre several key parcels. 

"He has always had a special interest in the Baicones plan." the mayor 
said of Babbitt. "He didn't write a check. But his commit~ ment , .. 
was to work to help us." 

Doggett, a Democrat from Austin. said landowners who own prime 
habitat need relief that only the federal government can provide in a 
timely fashion. 

"Some landowners are out there in a very unfair situation," Doggett 
said. "They feel they can't do anything with their property because of 
the babitat. and they need it acquired." 

Babbitt's interest in open~space preservation in the Austin area is 
partly professional and partly personal. He mel bis wife bere and 
hiked in the Hill Country when he was a young lawyer in the 1960,. 

1115199 
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Austin Amertcan-.$tatesman 
··...···· ......................·..'·Ba·bbi'it:··Preserviitg open space is above 

. partisan politics 
Published: Jan i 5, 1999 

Th~ following are exce:rpts from a 
conversation Interior Secre1ary Bruce Babbitt 
had with t\\'O American-Statesman writers 
Thursday at the Lady Bird Johnson 
Wildflower Center: 

Q: V,iby is this movement to preserve open 
space so vlsible right now and why are bond 
issues to support land acquisition passing? 

A: h's being driven in a sort ofparadoxical but entirely 
understandable way. The strength of the economy and the enonnous 
amount of development going on in the landscape. As communities 
prosper and development begms to accelerate, people are saying. 
"Wait a minute, There's a 5.000~home subdivision that's gaing to 
obliterate the fields that surrounded the area where t grew up," and 
pretty soon It an kind of accumulates, and ii's driving it. 

Q: Do you see it as nonpartisan? 

A: Oh, yeah. This is kind ofTeddy Roosevelt consen:ation. I would 
say the people who've done the most on this are {Gov.) Christine' 
Whitman in New Jersey and Gov. (Pete) Wilson in California. Both 
states ,are being really pressed by development Los Angeles and San' 
Diego are like magnets pOlnted at each other; Austin and San Antonio 
are like two magnets pointed at each other ~- both of them in danger 
of obliterating: unique regional ec-osystems that don't exist anywhere 
else. 

Q: Do you see anyplace else in this country that is successfully 
combatting sprawl without making it unaffordable for people to live 
in the place that they love? ' 

A: The answer is yes, You've got to do two things. One is look at 
open space around cities and second is development policies which 
encourage the efficient use of land. by density transfers, brownfields 
development, transportation policies, . , , The point the vice president 
makes is awfully important: We subsidize sprawl. We do it with 
rederal transportation monies; we do it WIth dty infrastructure. all 
kinds of things which actually give cities .incentives to go outward 
rather than do a nice organic job with what they're got 

. 
Q: What's your personal feeling about Austin these days? You've 
been cornIng here quite onen... and you've seen it gro\\ dramatically, 

hltp:' \\,,'"w,ausiin360.c(lm'neW5'OO1 rnetfo'99jan.'1.s:15babbiuqa,htm 1599''2 
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B.Jbb!t<: Prese:"\'m~ open space is above parei ... Page 2 of2 

. A: r really like thLS (OWT'!. and I ihink the gro......1h is bringing a lot of 
really good things. This has always bee:! J special place. \\nen ! was 
here in the '60s the reason this place was so vibrant was because if had 
the state Capitol a..'1d the stale unlversity. There are only a couple of 
places in the United States where that \S lrue_ It made a really special - kind of mix lots of different people, different viewpoints, a :ot ofu 

energy, and a lot of involvement in politics, And what's changed, 'of 
course, since lien Austin is you now have the high-tech crowd. I can', 

. think of a better base for an economy, because, , it meshes so nicely 
with the universitY and provides a kind of energy that's compatible 
with the university. 

http' \\'"\.\·w.ausiin360.comtnews!OOl metro llJ9jan 'J) 15babl:<ittqa.htm 



U:-:S. DEPARTMENT OF. THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Stephanie Hanna (0) 2021208·6416 
January 13. [999 

STATEMENT OF SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR BRUCE BABBITT ON 
DECISION OF THE SUPREME COURT NOT TO REVIEW WOLF KILL-CASE 

I am encouraged by the ,",clsion of the Supreme Court Monday. January 11. not to 
review the federal court of appeals's decision in the McKittrick case, involving the illegal killing 
ofa gray wolf near Yellowstone National Parle 

The lower courts in this litigation mede clear that the Fish & Wildlife Service's 
reintroduction ofth. gray wolf in the Yellowstone region was lawful, and that the killing of one 
oftheso wolves was illegal and warranted punishment ofth< perpetrator. The Supreme Court's 
denial of a writ of certiorari in this case leaves that judgment intact. 

The outcome of this litigation sends a clear signal that our legal system will protect 
reintroduced wild wolves, that those who violate these laws will be punish~ and that. at long 
last. the howl of healthy populations of wild wolves will once again be heard in their histone 
natural habitat in Idaho. Montana, Wyoming, Arizona and New Mexico. 

·DOI· 
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~ U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

-OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
Contact: Paul Bledsoe (-108) 649·2490 or (202) 208·3280 

Stephanie Hanna (202) 208·6416 
For fmmediate Release: May 5, 1998 

BABBITI TO DEDICATE 4,000 ACRE WILDLIFE REFUGE ADDITION; 
WILL TOUR NEW BEAR CREEK UNIT OF SAN LUIS NWR 

INTERIOR SECRETARY TO CITE PROGRESS ON WATER FOR CENTRAL 
VALLEY REFUGES AS MODEL FOR BAY·DELTA SUCCESS 

Secretary of the !nterior Bruce Babbitt will be at San Luis National Wildlife Refuge 
near Mercer Friday to dedicate a massive 4,000 acre expansion of the Refuge, to 
discuss recent Interior Depamnent actions which have provided more certain water 
supply to the Central VaHey National Wildlife Refuges. and to talk about how 
consensus·building efforts to help the refuges can serve as a model to ensure the 
success of the CALFED Bay·Delta effort. 

·Californians from all walks of life have worked together in recent yean to help 
provide adequate water for these refuges," Babbitt said. "Not surprisingly, since 1993 
we've seen a 20 percent increase in waterfowl here. That's called success. But it is 
success which only comes about thr<)Ush compromise. It is a model which I believe 
will help resolve other water issues, including Bay-Delta. " 

Joined by irrigators, environmentalislS. hunters. public officials and numeroUS other 
individuals and groups dedicated to good stewardship of California's environment and. 
water. Babbitt will take an bour long tour of the refuge. Afterward. Babbitt will 
formally dedicate the new 4.000 West Bear acre unit, one of the largest land parcels 
contiguous to an existing refuge that the Fish and Wildlife Service has ever acquired 
and restored in the West." 

•Restoration of these large and vital wetlands and grasslands proves that we can 
improve habitat for species while still providing adequate water for urban, agriculrural 
and other needs•• Babbitt said. -The proof is here to see on the landscape. It is a 
place we should alllceep in mind because it shows that compromise and effort will lead 
to solutions which can benefit us all, • 

..MORE.. 
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Babbitt touts Valley wildlife efforts 
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!:NEWS 
u.s. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 

OFFICE OF THE SECRjl:TARY 

Contact: Tim Ahern 2021208-6291 


For Release: November 20, 1997 


INTERIOR DEPARTMENT RELEASES POLICY TO MANAGE 

CE!It'TRAL VALLEY PROJECT WATER FOR FISH, WILDLIFE 


The Department of the Interior today issued iu ftnal administrative policy 10 implement 
the section of the Central Valley i'rojectlmprovemenl Act dedicating CVl' water for tisn, 
wildlife and habitat restoration. 

'This policy will help both the fish and wildlife in the Central Valley, along with 

people who usc th. water, both on farms and in the cities and suburbs,' said Deputy Interior 

Secretary Jobo Oara.mendi, wbo announced the new poli<:y. 


"This policy meets the requirements fur protecting our environment and our wildlife, 
and also inseres that we will provide the water required for farmer; and cities SO the California 
economy can continue to grow,' said Garamendi. "It is based on good science and sound 
economics... 

The policy released today is part of the implementation of the CVl'IA, which was 
Signed into law in !992. That law mandated changes in the way water was disuutcd from the 
Centr.! Valley Project, • 60-year-old system of nearly twenty darns and reservoirs and 
hundreds of miles of canals and other water conveyance facilities lotated in California" 
Sacramento .ll1d San Joaquin valleys. The CVl' delivers about 5.8 million acre-feet of water a 
year, which irrigates more than 2.6 million acres of fannJand and provides drinking water for 
nearly one million people. 

Last Sarurday, at the Yolo Wetlands dedication near Sacramento •.President Clinton said 
choosing between economi<: growth and environmental protection is -a false choice.' The 
President said, 'we anderstand that over the long run if we want to preserve our ability to 
increase the standard of living, we have to preserve our national environmental and all the 
things that go with it.' 

Ooramend! noted the new Interior policy meeU both goals. -We don't have to make 
. that choice. W. can do both. W. can provide economic growth and environmental protection 
thrOugh thi. policy in a sound and reasonable way,' he said at a new. conference. . 

(MORE) 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF THE SECRET MY 
(ontact Mary Helen Thompson 

Michael Gauldin 
For Immediate Release: September 17. 1996 2021208·6416 

Outdoor Gear Surcbarge Not a Clinton Administration Initiative 

[ntenor Secretary Bruce Babbitt said today that a proposal by state and international fish 
and wildlife agencies to raise funds for wildlife conservation through a surcharge on outdoor 
recreation equipment is not a Clinton Administration proposal. 

The outdoor gear surcharge is proposed by the International Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies, a consortium that includes wildlife officials from the U.S.. Canada and Mexico. 
The Association backs the idea because the revenue raised would be used for wildlife education, 
recreation and conservation projects. The Association's proposal has also been endorsed by more 
than 1,200 wildlife-related businesses and organizations. . . 

Secretary Babbitt addressed the annual meeting oft~e Association yesterday and during 
his remarks;aid he personally favored the concept of funding Slate wildlife programs through a 
surtharge on the gear used by people who benefit from state outdoor recreation services. 

"My statement led people to believe that the Adntin.istration supports the wildlife agencies' 
proposal for an outdoor gear surcharge. That is not true," said Babbitt, "I want to clearly state 
that the President does not support and has not ever seen. this proposal," . 
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· From: :-:dI."lm.:. Edelson, b,tef1lstional Assoc, ofFish and Wila.life Agenci¢s Lion Hotel it. Or.'!..na at ~t:h.:ph{jr.e 
I!ut:lOer (402) 636·4.973. Tomorrow..:an b<: re;1ched at t20i)624~739Q or at home lands.\t (;0))547. 105,4, 

-
Re: Cocrec:!iol! to Sec, ~f1ntencr Baobit.'s :emnrl:s re!lard~ng ;eaming with W.ldlife 

Date; 17 September 1996 

\V'hile we vet]' much appreciate the: coverage p-rovieed by AP an the Teaming widl Wild lite funding proposal, we 
would like to r~q,uest that an important correction be made to the story, 

Yesterday at [AfWAs annual meeting ~Omaha. Sec Babbitt in4icaled his jlf!f5Oos1 support for the Tetur..ing with 
Wi;dlife funding prCptJJa1. He was responding to witMSSrng an award jUst given io Bass Pro Shops foc !.heir 
leadership role in flu! TWW proposal, 

This was incorrectly reported by AP as 3. proposal of Sec. Babbitt's (and thus the CtintonAdm.inistrati~n) a.nd 
further that Babbitt pLm', to present this proposal to C~ next year, The IV story alteady ha.s resulted in 
coverage in ,USA today, CNN and many ~ate newspapers, radio's., and tv stations. 

This is not a Clinton Admin.isuation initiative. While we will indeed appreciate the support of w:utili, ever 
AdminiS.'Iatloo is in place next year, this is not a Clinton Admin. propOJal: 

The story rcferrtd to the coal.ition of 1200 organizations as also endorsing the proposal. it's a.::rually The reverse. 
This proposal was iruti.ated 5 years ago by:.be IAFWA IUld is being supported by a coalition of over 1260 
organizations and busmess who use lUld enJoy the: outdOOrs (estimated to include 50 million people), It IS being 
~ by sucb organizations as the National Wildlife Federanon, Wildlife Management lostirute, ,VatlOffal 

Aud Soc, National Wild Turkey F¢deration.. and over 200 busme$$¢$ such a:t B4ss Pro Shops, American AOCO 
(bird scI!<! and feeders), and four optics oomparues (Swift. Zeiss, Swarvosk.i, KQwa) among many others, T!tis 
coalition is the largest ever in history to support any WtldW'e conservation .,roposal, rt represents the consumers 
ofoutdol)!'" gear and supplies Sec Babbitt was reacting the cOalition's proposal. 

This proposal has strong b,-partisan support including 10 governors 8J1d many members of Congress. E~t to,see 
introduced:text y-eilt as a bi·piU'tiun bill Vi. 8J1 Administration proposal. Strong support a.s its a user fee, funds retl.l.l'ned: to 
$tates, and. prevents spp.ftom beeOminS endangered. . 

Additional point which was already made in AP story. 

1"h.is is not a new tax. It is an ¢Xp8.ll.Si0tl. of 4JJ a program starttd in t931 where: sportsmen instigated a user fee in !.he: form 
of an exCtse taxon gun and amn:umition for thore$)ration ofwikllife (pirtnw.l·Robe:rtsonAct). Then in 1950's e)(pa.nded 
to fishing gear. Tremcodowl succeu is restorationo/wild turkey. white·taileddeer.;;trlped bass.. antelope, etc, THIS IS 
SrMPLYAN EXPANSION OF THESE SUCCESSFULPROOR.AMS in other aurdool' tnlmuiaru a''''wiflg Jntm to also 
give something b$::k to the outdoon., 

We would really ~ yout rtle:uing a oorrection as thls has serious political f1lInifications during an election year. 
This IS ~dy a bi1'attisan issue and it being portrayed as otherwise could seriously' undermine 5 years of effort by mnny 
of the leading conservation and reereaUQll orgllllizatiow: and busihesses in our nauoa During an eleetion year, many 
mml:;oers ofCcogress: that might conSider supporting this will be likely to oot go 4D rtCOrd supporting any im:rcase In fees.. 
It eould also be picked up by th. Dele calnptlign a.r a way to attack Clinton, when in fact Clinton is likely not even aware 
of the tSSlJC (but may be now!!) 

Thanks for your constderation of this request. W~ look fOlWaTd to working WlthAP as this StQty progresses... . 



From' Nae-fY'II EClellSOn,lnlernatiaoar Asso(;, of FiSh ar'Q Woldlile ~encilMi 
Rod ~ Held irt-Om~ha at ~1Ie~ I'IU~ (4Q~) 6-36·49'7:), i'Q!"'1«Nrow can be reached at {202iS;C:4.7S90 
Ot.t"OmelnMeatQ(3)'Sl7.,aS' ,, . 

'M-,ife we ~ much .l:pprodata trI,. C;QVet"8gfl provided ~ Ai' an the Teaming IMth Wildli~e funding PlcpCsal. 
we woutd like to fequost ttla! an Important corredon.be made :0 the story. 

YKt*rday at lJi4F'I.IA's annV311'!'uuulng it'! Omaha, Sec Sabbilf l!'ldicated his pt!'('$onal '3Uj:lport fOf U-:u har:"iJI'IQ 
witt't Wldl.i1e t'unding prc.posat He wrut ("pending to '""Itne=lnQ 41'1 trwat4 JUSf gilrefl to Sii~S Pro ShQ~ ror tho" 
icader$11tp rola In tf'l. T'HN prnpc)'Sa1 

.. 
Ttlla was tnc.orrea~ repQttet$ trt AI- ;J$. aa ptopos.w ijf Sec, Babbotfll (an(; (!'lu'S. the CUrten Ac$mit'lr..ttlltiot'l) and 
ruMet that eabbil! plan's to ~«"nt U'I~ propoSOlllQ COflqros..:5 netc 'fur, The AP &tory already hu rHulled 
n cowr<lQ4t In USA rodav. CNN and m.any Slat. n.eW'5papers, radi.Qs. and ~ $lations.. 

I n~ 1$ not a CllntOft Ad'1'T\lf'\1:stratk:!" lnlUGI1.... M,lI....... ';'1II1..J-':I.:;J "'~""I.:"';"'I. it•• 6UP~" 4t ~.eh .ve, 
Utnints1ralloli ha In .,race nt:~ veal, this in no. a Cbn1.on Admin, ptapQs.,a1, 

Th••tory referre.ci to the eoallticft Oof 1200 0ttat\Lletlo.ns .as .al$o .ndo~n; lI'u! ~o"o.s.al. If$ .Cf\.l.U., tl'1. 
reverse. This pioposal was !nina1ed 5: yu'li: <IOu by the JAnNA .InCl i'S. beinG '.Wppon~ by a rOilllition of over 
12111 Cll'ganitalloM ."d buSoi".ss:C's wil" u~ asw enjoy U'\e cu/ldoors (tt'.Io"funa{cd To include SO million peQple). 
It is. bt;ng: .peameeded by 'Juc.h organizations as the Nation.! Wildll,. Federation, Wtldlif. Mal'la9~m4l1''1t 
InstiNt., N9tionalAud. So<:, National Wild iurkey Fed9fation, and OVOf 200 busint1sses ,uet!: as Sass Pro 
Sf'lopc, Am~rican AGeO (bird s.eed Ind feedl!lr!1), and four op\'k:$ eompsn!es (SWlft. leis$, ~.I'YO$jQ, )(owa) 
Among maf'11j others. T,,1s eD:.I!i~on l$. the largut e .... r!n hiato(y to support an., >MldUr. eonser¥aticn proposaL' 
It rcptl\lS8nts the Ctlnsumers of (ll,ITdoCIl gsat' ar'\Cf supplle$' See S:Jibbrt'r was re3ctin; the coalition'! ptoposal 

The ptopa:$31 ha$ wang bi-pat'fis,an ~pport induding 10 QQ'\IOI!.rnnr~ ;Jnd m.,ny rnetTlbCfS ot CenoreS!!. elpeet to s.a. It'itrad.\lcad 
ne:Ji y.llr IS I bf-par"Js,an biU YS. an Admmilttlllion prnpcsal ,Strong SIJPPQr1 35 it'S a uSer teo, funds returned to statu, tnO 
prflVenf$ sPo', ftom becomIng .n".rlg.red, 

""dittonal perini which was already made In AP $tClty. 

TIlls i$ not:ll ~ew taL It is an experision of an a program siarted in 1937 when sportsmen instigated a user fee in the form "of 
ar'l IIJ:.IdH til. on guns -..1'10 amtnl,/niCfon fQl ". restoratiOn of v-i1c:Uife (P-lt!:mao~Roberts.on Ad) Then in 1950', ••pal\ded la l\shi~g 
'gUt, Tram.ndClus '!IUe1:OU is re'S.tQl.tJ4n. of>M14 li.ltkey • ....,.hit.·h:tiIMj deef, .tn~ i)...ss, anteIQP., ate, THiS IS SIMP\..V A,N 
expANSION OF THESE SUCCESSf1Jl PR~S 10 ether outdoor tH'!thu$ests alhhoft/l9 them to al50 QNe Scrrething t);lclt: 
to the outdoors. 

We WOI./Id lnlty apPfedate your relt1.3s&nQ a camic:uon a$ tt'ois h:as surious pollticall fll('l"itlc2lions durint lin .~d1ol'1 year, This 
i.s ',';\,ur~IInUy • bl-PlSf1jS8" iss",. ~f\d ~ being portrayed as nlherwi.,. o;'C)u!d nriously undflrmil'ul!I 5 y'tars Qf cHort by many of the 
le24lnf eot'\W(\tatlon ~nQ' ;.cr.~aon Q'!Janizations 311d busine$$lfi in ()ut nation, cunng an election '(1Iar. many memcer<> of 
Congress that ITIlght e.onsid:er sUPP<lrtit'l9 ttus ...11 b.- likely to r.ot 91) I,)n record lIl.Ipparting: ~ny inc::reas~ In feu, It o;"uld also. be 
picka4 up t:Iy ~e 0011: cam"aiyn as .. wa., to att .. ,. CIIf'tOl'l, ","~n in rtld Clmlcn is lillnly not ...."n aware of tn. ]$$1,,10 0:1,,1' may 
b4t flowH},' . 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTEAIOR 

OFFICE QF THE SECRETARY 

FOR l\1).!EDtATE RELEASE S,ephanie Hanna (0) 202/208·6416 

Aeg'Jst 5. 1996 


SECRETARY BABBITT TO A:-INOU:oICE TRANSFER OF LAND PARCEL :olEAR 

BOSTON FROM ARMY TO WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM 


Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt win travel to Massachusetts today to announce the 

addition of a parcel of about 2.300 acres of U.S. Army land to the Great Meadows National 

Wildlife Refuge. The land. fonnerly known as 'he Fort Devens Sudbury Training Annex. ,s 

located near Boston. 


"This is a great and lasting gilt by 'he U.S. Army '0 Ameri.a's National Wildlife Refuge 

System and to the people of Massachusetts,", Babbitt said. "The remainirig open spaces. around 

Boston are under enormous pressure and this large parcel. linked with others in the Great 

Meadows Refuge, will provide wildlife with first-dass habitat and a' corridor that wUl ensure their 

ability to thrive in an increasingly urban environment." 


Babbitt credited the Anny with "completing its mission in this area with a high degree of 

emrironmental stewardship. There are numer.ous examples: of truly pristine wetlands, the habitat 

most necessary for wildlife. This place will provide a living snapshot of the way this countryside 

once looked in the days before suburban sprawl:' 


According to surveys by the U. S. Fish & Wildlife SerVice and other conservation groups. 

the Sudbury AMe:x provides habitat for a largc number ofresident bird species:. including 

waterfowl, songbirds, raptors, shore birds and ~ing birds. as well as migratory birds and 

waterfowl- In addition. a number ofreptile and amphibian species have bt:C'n observed. some rare 

or in peril' . . 


The proposal to transfer the Sudbury Annex began as a resUlt of recommendations of ,h. 
Base Closure Commission. n. Fish 81; Wildlife Service requested a no-cost "ansfer of 'he Ann•• 

. in November, 1995, 8nd this request received support from four local towns and several local 
conservation assc:>cia~ons, as weU as key members of Massachusens' Congressional deiegation. 
including SenatorS Kerry and Kennedy and Congressman Meehan. Senator Kerry and 
Congressman Meehan wiD join Secretary Babbin at Monday'. official announcement of the 
transfer. 

'''Senator Kerry and Congressman Meehan are atso introducing 1~slation in Congress to 
add a 29·mil. stretch ofth. Sudbury·Assabet-Concord Rivers watershed' to the Wild and Scenic 

. Rivers Svstem. Th'eir leadership underscores the enormous value of the national resource we are 
protettU;g tod~y for present and fUture generations in Mas~chusetts.~ 

(m....) 



U,S, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

FOR D.D.IEDIATE REl:I!ASE Stephanie Hanna (0) 202;2084416 
May 31, 1996 ' 

Clinton Administration Announces Proposed Additions to 

Sa" Diego Nali"n.1 Wildlife Reruge and OIly Mountain. I. support 

San Diego County'? Natural Communities Conservation Program 


The Clinton Administration has requested $2 million in additional funding to acquire 
,envitiv. lands at Otay Mountain to support the San Diego County Natural Conununities 
Conservation Plan, Interior Secretary BruCe Babbitt announced today. The money would come 
from an appropri.tion from the Interior Department's Land and Water Conservation Fund for 
Fiscal Year 199". Congress is expected to take up Interior Appropriations funding.in the near 
future . 

.. In addition, Secretaty Babbitt has requested $35 miJlion to create. South Bay unit ofthe 
San Diego Nali,,"al Wildlife Refuge, The purpose is to secure estuanan habitat around South San 
Diego Bay, protecting prime habitat for a number oftbreatened and sensitive wildlife, fisb and 
plant species. 

"I am hopeful that Congress will allow us to continue our partnership with San Diego 
County in implementing their NatUral Conununities Conservation Program within the Otay 
Mountains, to protect this area from further development," Babbitt said, "Preserving California', 
natural heritage protects tbe past by saving an important piece ofAmerica'. hmory. It also 
protects the future by making sure our children have the chance to enjoy this property for 
generations, .. 

Babbitt said Congress appropriated $100 miJlion less than President Clinton requested 
from the Land and Water Conservation Fued in Fiscal Year 19%, the smallest amount in 20 
year•. 

California', habitat conservation planning i, an innovative multHpe<:ies protection 
approach that i, pan ofthis Administration's efforts to make the Endangered Species Act work 
better," Babbitt said. "At the same time, it preserves substantial areas from development and 
helps to guarantee future generations ofresidents thst they will he attracted to the same value. 
thst has drawn so many to settle in San Diego Couaty," 

"Unfortunately, Congress drastically cut the President', 1996 request for funding from the 
Land & Water Conservation Fund, derived from proceeds of olfshore oil and gas production in 
federal waters, We are working to seo that our 1997 funding doUars will he .pent wherelhey will 
provide tbe greatest benefit." 

-DOI­
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE "INTERIOR 

, 
Office of t.he secretary Contact: Mary Helen Thompson 

For Immediat.e Release 
(202) 208·6416 

May 31, 1996 

Clinton Administration Announces Ad6it1on to 
West Vi,,g101&' s Canaan Valley National lfl.161He Refuge 

The Clinton Administration has requested $2 million for the 
purchase of 1,335 acreas of privately owned land parcels within 
the southern area of the Canaan Valley National Wildlife Refuge, 

, Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt announced today. The money 
would come from an appropriation from the Interior Department's
Land and Water Conservation Fund in Fiscal Year 1997. " 

'This purchase will help to consolidate and protect fragile 
wildlife areas,·, Babbitt stated. -It a key element in the 
protection and management of the most threatened area of the 
Valley. It dso protects the future by making sure our children 
have the chance to enjoy this refuge for generations. I am 
hopeful that Congress will allow us to continue the process of 
acquiring pr'ivaee lands that:. are important to preserving the our 
r.atural resources. n 

The imminent development of these privately owned properties
within Canaan Valley National Wildlife Refuge would not only 
d~minish the wildlife in the area but would further degrade the 
water quality. 

Babbitt said Congress appropriated $100 million less than 
President Clinton requested from the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund in Fiscal Year 1996, the smallest amount in 20 years. 

'The curtain is rapidly coming down on. our opportunity to' 
make this purchase,' Babbitt said, 'Congress drastically cut the 
President' e 1996 request for the Land and Water Conservation Fund 
derived fr()m proceeds of offshore oil a.nd gas production. We are 
working to see that our 1997 funding dollars are spent where they 
will provide the greatest ~nefit,' 

• DOl • 
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INTERIOR 


OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 


-
FOR L\f\lEDIATE RELEASE Stephanie Hanna (0) 2021208·6416 
May 3 L L996 

CHnton Administration Announces Proposed Additions to 

San Diego National Wildlife Refuge and Otay Mountains to support 


San Diego County" Natural Communities Conservation Program 


The Clinton Administration has requested $2 million in additional funding to support the 
San Diego County Habitat Conservation Plan. interiQr Secretary Bruce Babbitt announced today, 
The money \vouJd come from an appropriation from the Interior Department's Land and Water 
Consef\i'atlon Fund for Fiscal Year 1997. Congress is expected to take up Interior Appropriations 
funding in the near future .. 

In addi~ion. Secretary Babbitt has requested $3 5 million for to create a South Bay unit' of 
the San Diego National Wildlife Refuge, The purpose is to secure estuarian habitat around South 
San Diego Bay. protecting prime habitat for a number of threatened and sensitive 'Wildlife, fish and . .
plant species. 

"'I am hopeful that Congress will anow us to continue our partnership with San Diego. 
County in implementing. their Natural Communities Conservation Program within the Otay 
,v1ot:ntains, to protect this area from further deve)opmcnt.t'O Babbitt said. "Preserving California's 
natural heritage protects the past by saving an important piece of Amenca's history, h also 
protec:s the future by making-sure our children have the <:hance to enjoy this property for 
generations." 

Babbiu said Congress appropriated SIOO million Ie" than President Clinton requested 
from the Land and Water Conservation Fund in Fiscal Year 1996, the smallest amount in 20 
years. 

California's habitat conservation planning is an innovative multi~species protection 
approach that is part of this Administration's efforts io make the Endangered Spe<:i.. Act work 
better," Babbitt said, "At the same time, it preserves substantial areas from development and 
helps to guarantee future generations of residents that they will be attracted to the same values 
that has drawn so many to settle in San Diego County," 

"Unfurtunately, Congr ... drastically cut the President" 1996 request for funding from the 
Land & Wator Conservation Fund. derived from proceeds ofoffshore oil and gas production in 
federal waters. We are working to see that our 1997 funding dollars wiD be spent where they wiil 
provide the greatest benefit," 

·DOI. 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

-

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

FOR IM'>lEDIATE RELEASE Stephanie Hann. (0) 2021208-6416 
May 3L, 1996 , 

Clinton Administration Announces Proposed Addition to Hakalau Forest Protecting Rare 
Forest Breeding Area and Lease Extension for Kalaupapa Historical Park 

The Climon Administration has requested $3.5 million in funding for additions to the 
Hakalau Forest ;-.iatiQnal Wildlife Refuge on the Big Island of Hawaii" Interior Secretary Bruce 
Babbitt announced today. The money would come from an appropriation from the Interior 
Department's Land and Water Conservation Fund for Fiscal Year 1997, Congress is scheduled to 
lake up Interior Appropriations legislation SOOR 

"I am hopeful that Congress will allow us to continue the process ofacquiring private 

lands cnt:c.1 to such a rich diversity of wildlife and plants," Babbitt said, "Preserving (state's) 

natural heritage protects the past by saving an important piece of America's history It also 

protects the future by making sure our children have the chance to enjoy this property for 

generations. '. 


In addition, the Interior Secretary has requested $3.5 million to extend a lease by the 
~ational Park Service for the Kalaupapa National Historical Park. a urtique'cultural, historical and' 
scenic resource tna,t was a leprosy settlement on the north central shore of the island of Molokat 

Babbitt said Congress appropriated $100 million less than President Clinton requested 
, from the Land and Water Conservation Fund in Fiscal Year 1996, the smallest amou~t in 20 

years, 

"The curtain is rapidly coming down on our opportunity to save the unique tropical rain 
forest haoitat that is privately owned and,threatened by logging and development," Babbitt said, 
"Our lease ofth. histoncalleper colony and its spectacular black cfilf scenery will be in violation 
of our agreement with the Slate unless we are given fil:nding to extend it, and continue to offer 
millions of visitors every year a chance to view our national heritage," 

"Congress drastically cut the President's 1996 request for funding from the Land & Water 
Conservation Fund. derived from proceeds of offshore oil and gas production in federal waters," 
Babbitt explained, "We are working to see that our 1997 funding dollars will be spent where they 
will provide the greatest benefit." 

-DOI­
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

-
Office Of The Secretary Contact: John Wright 

For Immediate Release: May J I, 1996 (202) 208-6416 


Clinton Administration Request Funds To Establish 

Key Cave National Wildlife Refuge In Alabama 


The Clinton Administration has requested $700,000 in funding for th. a"'luisitions of 

tracts of land to establish the Key Cave ~.tional Wildlife Refuge, Interior Secretary Bruce 

Babbitt announced today, The money to ac'quire the tracts would come from an appropriation 

under the [nterior Department's Land and Water Conservation Fund in FisCal Year 1997, 


The $700,000 L&WCF gram request would acquire claims to tracts ofland that will 
help to enSUfe 'he biological integrity ofKey Cave. which has been designated as cri'ical habitat ' 
for the endangered Alabama cavefish and the endangered gray bat" ' 

"I am hopeful that Congress will allow us to continue the process of a"'luiring tracts of 

land that are cmical to ",ildlife and the rich diversity ofour environment," said Babbin, "This 

grant will help to protect its exceptionally rich history, natural beauty, and the splendor ofits 

wildlife for all Am.ricans to experience," ' 


Babbitt noted that Congress appropri.ted SI00 million Ie., than President Clinton 

requested from the L&WCF in Fiscal Year 1996, the smallest amount in over 20 years, 

"Congress drastically cut the President's 1996 request for funding from the L&WCF, so we are 

working to see that our 1997 funding doUlIn are spent where they will provide the greatest . 

benefits," Babbitt said, 


Key Cave is located along the nonhero shore ofPiekwic:k Lake in ,a liniestone karst area 
that ccntains numerous sinkholes and several underground cave systems, The area's sinkholes are 
an integral cctnpOnent ofgroundwater rechatse to the caves, Key Cave is also one ofonly a few 
cave. inhibited by the gray bat. They roosts almost exclusively in caves and few than five percent 

, of available caves are suitable for gray bat occupation, 

The L&WCF was set up in 1964 as. fund derived primarily from offshnre oil and gas 

receipts to set aside fr.gil.lands for all Americans, . 


• DOl; 
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u.s. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

-

OFFICE OF THE SECRETk~Y 

S:ephanie Hanna (01 202/20a·6416 
~or Release: Noverr~er lS, :995 (HI 703/751·8671 

SECIl.ETMY BABBITT. ALASlA NATIVE CORPORATION SIGN AGIl.EEI!E!fl' 
TO PROTECT BEAR, SALMON HABITAT ON KODIAK ISLAND 

Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt today annaur.ced che 

signing of an agreement with Mr. Frank Pagano, the President of 

Koniag f Ir.c., an Alaska Native corporation, to protect nearly 

60, 000 a(~res of prime fish and wildlife habitat for bear t salmon, 

bald eagles and othe~ species on Kodiak Island in perpecuity. 


"This agreement will protect important fish and wildlife 

habitat and increase opportunities for hunting, fishing and other 

outdoor activities in the Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge,» , 

Secrec'ary Babbitt said. "This agreement marks another major step

forward 'to preserve t-he salmon resources found on the Island and 

to help promote the restoration of important fish and wildlife 

populat ions. following !!:he Exxon Valaez oil spill of 19B9. <f 


Mr. Frank ?agano, President of Koniag, Inc.~ signed on 

behalf of the hoard of directors and shareholders of Koniag. 

Inc.! one of thirteen Alaska Native regional corporations. which 

were established under the Alaska Native Claims Settlerr~nt Act . 


. 
, Secz:ecary Babbitt. Assistant secreta.ry George T. Frampton, 
Jr. and ~ollie Beattie, Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Se~~iceJ represe~ted th~ Department at coday!S announcement 
ceremony. 

Together. the agreements protect nearly 60'~ 000 acres of 

land in perpetuity and an additional 60,000 acres under a 'six~ 

year conservation easement for a total cost of $29.5 million" to 

be paid from !xxon~Valdez oil spill settlement funds. 


The agr~ement will help implement the Final Restoration Plan 
of November 1994, which is designed to help guide efforts co 
rescore,natural resources injured by the 1989 Exxon Valdez oil 
spill in Prince William Sound and the northern Gulf of Alaska. 
The agreement complements agreements reached with twO other 
Alaskan Native corporations signed earlier this year. Together, 
:~e three agreements would protect approximately 210 1 000 acres 
wi thin the refuge boundary. 

http:secreta.ry


?he EXxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council, consisting of 
three federal and three state representatives, adminiscers ~he 
$900 million civil settlement reached in 1991 with the Exxon 
Corporacion. The· 1989 Exxon Valdez 9il spill injured populations
of sea brrds. ~lmon and marine mammals. The agreement announced 
today is designed to protect important habicat for species
injured by spill. including pink salmon. sockeye salmon, pacific 
herring, bald eagles, river otter. Sea ottera, marbled murrelets, 
harlequin ducks, pigeon guillemots and harbo~ seals. 

The agreements are the result of a strong partnership
involving the Interior Department, State of Alaska and the 
corporate leadership of Koniag. Inc. 

The agreements also complement the State of Alaska's recent 
acquisition of +ands on Afognak Island, which is north of Kodi~ 
Island in the Kodiak archipelago, and within the boundary of. 
Kacheroak Bay State Park on the Kenai Peninsula, near the town of 
Homer. . 

Upon final closing of the sales,' the lands) which are within 
the boundaries of Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge, will be added 
to that refuge, as part of the National Wildlife Refuge System. 
National Wildlife Refuges are managed by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, an agency of the U.S. Department of the 
Interior. 
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KODIAK NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 


In 1941, President Franklin O. Roosevelt established 
the~odia~acional Wildlife Refuge by executive order, 
following the.recomrnendation of Secretary of. the . 
Interior Harold Ickes. President· Rooseve:t established 
the refuge "for the purpose of protecting t.he natural 
feeding and breeding range of the brown bears and other 
wildlife on Uganik. and Kodiak "Islands, Alaska." 

Sport hunting groups; lead by the Boone and Crockett 
Club, lobbied to establish the refuge in order to 
protect the local population of brown bear. The Eoor.e 
and Crockett Club was created by Theodore Roosevelt. 

In 1958, the EIsenhower administration expanded the 
refuge boundary to further protect the fish and 
wildlife hab,itat on the island. 

!n 1971, Congress passed the Alaskan Native Claims 
Settlement Act (ANCSAl whiCh created Native Alaskan 
village corporations. ANCSA also authorized village 
corporations to select nearby lands to extinguish 
aboriginal land claims. On Kodiak. Native corporations 
were entitled to select 310,OOO.acres within the 
boundary of the refuge. 

In 1980 the Alaska National Interest Land Conservation 
Act (ANILCA) added additional lands tO'the refuge and 
further expanded on the mission of the refuge to: 

Conserve fish and wildlife populations and 
habitats in their natural diversity 
including, but not limited to, Kodiak brown 
bears, salmonids , sea otters t sea lions and 
other marine mammals arid migratory birds 

~lfill international treaty pbligations of 
the United States with respect to fish and 
wildlife 

Provide the opportunity ,for continued 
subsistence uses by local residents 
consistent with the primary purposes of the 
refuge 

Ensure the maintenance of water quality and 
necessary water quantity within the refuge to 
conserve populations and habitats in their 
natural diversity. 

(more) 
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In addition to the protection'of habitat ~or the 
species injured by che 1989 oil spill, the wildlife 
rescurces_~n the refuge include: 

Brown Bear - Subspecies ursus arctos middendorffi 
found only' on Kodiak archipelago. Kodiak Island 
population j estimated at 2,500 to 3.000 animals, 
includes some of the highest known densities of 
brown bear in the world. 

Salmcp - All five Pacific salmon , including 
king (chinook), red (sockeye), pink (hUIr,pback) , 
qhum {dog i and silver(coho) are important sportfish 
species. Up co 70\ of salmon taken commercially 
in the Kcdi~k area come from refuge~based stocks. 

Bald Eagle - More than 400 nesting pairs. 

Marine Mammals - gray, sei. fin, minke,' and 
humpback whales, harbor seal, Steller's sea lion, 
sea otter. killer whale, Dall and harbor porpoise. 

Seabirds and waterfowl - 1.5 million seabirds in 
over 140 colonies and 150,000 ducks & geese 
overwinter on Kodiak bays, inlets and shores. 

Native Land Mammals (6 species) - brown bear, 
short~tailed weasel, river otter, tundra vole, 
little brown bat, red fox. 

Introduced Land Mamrrals - include Sitka black~ 
tailed deer (1920's), beaver, mountain goat,
snowshoe hare l Roosevelt elk (Afognak Island). 

All Birds - Over 225 sighted species (including 
seal:lirds and waterfowl) . 

Other sportfish - Arctic char, Dolly Varden, 
rainbow trout and steelhead. The Ayakulik River 
is one of the state's top king salmon, silver 
salmon and steelhead sport fishing rivers. 


