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Behind Closed Doors, the Republicans Are Trashing the' Environment
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Stephanie Hanna, Depariment of the
- Intenior 202) 2086416

MARINE CORPS TOUTS COMPATIBILITY OF MILITARY TRAINING,
ENDANGERED SPECIES PROTECTION

At a ceremony hosted by the Department of Defense on Friday December 15,-1995, Secretary of
the Interior Bruce Babbitt will join Deputy Assistant S8ecretary of the Navy (Environment and Safety) .
Elsie Munsell and U5, Fish and Wildlife Service Southeast Regional Director Noreen K. Clough in unveiling
a new endangered species poster at Marine Corps Base, Camp Lejeune, N.C. The poster depicts Marines
training in red-cockaded woodpecker habitat, The unveiling will take place a1 the Base's Marston
Pavilion at 12:45 p.m,, and the ceremony is open 1o the public. |

The poster, 2 combined effort of the U.S. Marine Corps and the U8, Fish and Wildlife Service, is
the second in a series of posters that portray the compatibity of military training and endangered species
~ conservation. The first poster depicting the western snowy plover, an endangered shorebird at Camp

Bendleton, Cahforma, was unveiled in August 1994, A third poster is planned and will feature the desert
tortoise. .

“Thig poster shows the American people that the courageous men and women of our Armed
Forces can condugt the vital military training they need to protect our Nation whﬁe also protecting an
endangered specigs like the red-cockaded woodpecker,” Babbitt siid.

Munsell agreed, adding, "The Departrent of the Navy is proud of its record of good stewardship
of the environment. We are equally proud of our partnership with the Interior Department and the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife 3&:‘%:3 a3 we work together to conserve and protect the precious natural resources
entrusted to our care.”

Camp Lejeune Commanding General Maj. Gen. Patrick G. Howard noted that the base possesses
a superior environrment for both training Marines and conserving habitat for rare, protected species. “The
restrictions on timbier cutting and the prescribed burning that is conducted to suppress wildfires are
examnples of activities that both protect the red-cockaded woodpecker’s habitat and help to maintain this
superior training environment for the Maﬁnes,” Howard said.

Camp Lejeune, which covers 150,000 acres, 15 the Iargesz Marine Corps installation on the East
Coast and is the host base for the IT Marine Expeditionary Force. Its primary mission is £ provide

support facilities required to maintain the Force's combat readiness.
(MORE)



More than 75 percent of the base remains forested and is home to 42 red-Cockaded woodpecker
groups. [n 1985, when yearly woodpecker population monitoring began at Camp Lejeune, only 31
gIoups were foand here, .

. The ze{i-cmkadeﬁ weotﬁpaﬁker was placed on the Federal list of. endangered species i1 October
1970, when it was discoversd that timber harvesting had destroyed much of its natural habitat in the
Scutheast. Red-cockaded woodpeckers live in family groups, and all members of the group participate in
caring for and rearing the voung. The groups are non-migratory and highly territorial, roosting and
nesting in live, old-grawth pine trees. The red-cockaded woodpecker is the only North American bird
species that excavates cavities in living pine trees. Today, nationwide, approximately 4,500 groups -
also referred to as clusters -- survive in 13 southeastern states from Virginia to Texas, and more than 70
percent of these can be found on Federal lands such as Marine Corps Base, Camp Lejeune.

A memorandum of understanding between the U8, Fish and Wildlife Service, and thres
governinent agencies in North Carolina to cooperatively develop and sustain a viable RCW population in
North Carolina’s coastal plain, is nearing completion. Under this proposed MOU, Marine Corps Base,
Camp Lejeune, the Croatan National Forest and the State of North Carolina’s Holly Shelter Game Lands
. will cooperate in the recovery of the woodpecker. Their recovery objective is 299 clasters for all thres
properties. Based upon the desired woodpecker population density of 200 acres per cluster, Carnp
Lejeune’s woodpecker recovery goal is 149 c:iusters

Military training at Camp Lejeune is a continuing process and ofien involves large numbers of
troops, vehicles and aircrafl. There are more than 50 five fire ranges, three major impact areas that are
used for practice bombing and strafing, 56 designated training areas for tactical exercises and field
training, and 4 miles of beaches that are zzaeé for amphibious training.

#,

Under Camp Lejeune s proposed Long Range Habitat Management Plan for the red-cockaded
woodpecker, military activities are closely managed in areas where woodpeckers live and breed. Each
cluster site containing woodpecker cavity trees is surrourdled by a buffer zone that is 200 feet wide.
Within these zones, vehicular and foot traffic are permitted along designated roads and trails and blank
small arms firing is allowed. Activities prohibited from these areas include firing artillery withini 600 feet,
digging foxholes or burying cable, climbing, cutting or damaging any size pine tree, or using trees to
install antennas.

Existing cluster sites average 38.5 acres, so presently less than 2 percent of the installation’s total
available land Is affected. Even when recovery goals are met, it is estimated that only 5.2 percent of the
Base’s total land ares will be designated woodpecker habitat,

-0

Media representatives who wish to attend the ceremony should contact 1st Lt. Quimby or
Gunnery Sgt. Gethicker at (910) 451-5655 by 4 p.m., Dec 13. Following the ceremony, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service representatives will provide B-roll video fnatxge of the red-cockaded
woodpecker in Beta format for television news crews.

Mevws releases may be downlonded foms the DO Homepage ot URL http:/www.asgs. gov/idol/
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BABBITT JOINS MARINES AT CAMP PENDLETON;

WILL SIGN AGRERMENT WITH MARINE CORPS 1¢ PROTE(LT SPRBCIBS HARITAT
!

Interioy Secretar? Bruce Q&b“z*t will 3d¢in tHe Marinss
Monday, visiting Camp Pendleton to sign an &ﬁv1r0nmeﬁ§&l
management agreement Derween the Mavine Corps and the Intericr
Department’s Fish and Wildlife Service to preserve c¢rucial
wildlife habitat in the regiﬁn'

The agr&&manh involves a gi&n in which the Marines will
manage the 125,000 acreas of Camp Pendleton in envriommentally
sensiuive ways that are less disruptive to at least six imperiled
. specieg that live on the 8San ﬁ;ego Caunty Marine base.

"Few people realize the tr&m&ndaas work the Marine Corps has

already done, and wilil be able te do in tha future, on
environmental restoration and management, Babbitt said. "The
gfforvs <¢f the Corps at Camp Pendleton wilz help aill land owners
in the area, creatify more f£isxiblity in ways to integrate
hazitatr managemeny with other private land uses. And because
Pendleton is located at the center of an important habitar area,
conservation here will be especially effective. This is a
clasgic example of partnerships benefitting both the environment,
the economy and our national defenge.”

Babritt will meet Corps officials and get & fixst hand look
at how rhe Marines will manage conservation on the base. The
plan focuses on beach, dune egtuary and streamside habitat on
Camp Pendleton inhabited by three endangered gpecieg of birds --
the least Bell’s vireo, the southwestern willow flycatcher, and
the California least tern--and a nunber of other threatended
species. Camp Pendleton is home fo the largest breeding
population »f the least Bell's vireo in the world.

The crux of the agreement will involwve efforts by the
Marines to minimize the impact of various training activities on
speciea habitat, particularly in‘aquazzc areas.

 Sesretary Badbbitt, and Marine caxya and Pish and Wildlife
efficiala will be availadble to meet with media after signing the .
agresement and a tour of the base. Interested media should arrive
at the Maip Gate of Camp Pendleton (Camp Pandleton axift off I-35
" in Quesnsids) no later than 12:30 to ba sscorted to the tour and

preas conferencs site.
“~R0T-



HUNTING AND CONSERVATION: A LEGACY AT RISK?

REMARKS BY DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOHN ROGERS
GOVERNORS® SYMPOSIUM ON AMERICA'S HUNTING HERITAGE
GREEN BAY, WISCONSIN
AUGUST 28, 1995

Thank you,

Before I begin, let me pass on the regrecs.cf Mollis Beartis
rhat she could n@c be with you teday. Mellie had a medical
gmergency this summer that nas greatly limited her cravel
gehedule. She fully gxpects Lo pe back in tne saddle shortly, and
I know we ali wish her well.

My vopic today is "Hunting and Conservation: A Legacy at
Risk?" The uoplic is posed as a gquestion because I want Lo raise a
concern rather than make a statement. There 1g legltimate concern
about the future of America’s twin legacy of huncing an
conservacion. Indeed, this gyear legacy may be at risk, I belisve
gvervone in this room should e 9&yiﬁgxczcse atrention Lo what is
happening.

Buv, av . -the sama‘tim&, I didn’t come here to cffer up an
apocalypric vision of what is happening to‘eizher conservation or
hunting., The 19%%0s have seen apocalyptic wigions thrown about
Like popeorn. in a movie rheater. 1T seems iiie no one can make a
point anymore &iahaua making it seem like the end of world is at
hand. Pick a toplc, pick a side -- and proponents will argue that
unless ahe& ger their way, i{r will be the end cf the_world. .

Maybe an excess of hyperbole is the way you score ﬁolic;cal
pointy in the 19%0s8. I don‘t intend add fuel to cthat fire. But I

will sgéa& to you from my long experience as both career wildlife

pliclogist and an avid cutdeorsman,


http:short.ly
http:grea::.ly

. 2
And I will sparc with a simple ghservation: gveyr the
dacades, wﬁac has besn good for conservarion of wildliife
generally ‘has besn good for hunting. Likewise, whai has been good

for hunting generally hag been good for conservation of wildlife,

Let me repeat: what has been gocd for wildlife consarvation
has been good for hunting; what hés beean goad.far huneing has
teen good for wildlife conservation.

‘The reason for this connection comes down o oneg word:
nabirar. For botk Runters and wildlife congervation alike,
habitat is evarything.,

Without habitat, there is no wildlife. Without habitat,
there is no hnnnia§¢x .

It ig no accident, of course, that the hunting community
gave birth to the movement te set aside and regtore wildlife
habitat and has been its Diggest supporter over the yvears. ?&e
Natéonal Wildlife Refuge System, founded by Teddy Roosewvelt,
gtards as a thning exanple of this movement with 504 refuges
spanning 92 million acres.

That habitat would not exist today if it were not for
huntegs. Much of it would prababiy he plowed uﬁd&r,’paved Qver, .
bulidazed, drained, or otherwise destroyed. And che ducks, the
deer, the eslk, the antelope, the turkey as well as the thousands
of non-game species that iilve on these 504 refuges would %e gone
as well. |

The impéruanca of habitat to borh huanting and conservation

hag been graphically éhown.b? waterfowl populations ln the past
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decade. The combinarion of a drought and istensive agricultural
expansion in the prairies sharply reduced the amount of wetland
nabirarn. ‘
As a resulc, the breeding duck population fell from 35
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million ducks in to 25 million ducks in 1985, more than a 33
percent decline, The esvimated fall flight fell from 83 million
ducks te 8§ million ducks. Waterfowl ﬁuﬁciﬁg_regaiaticns, of
course, LDecams more restricrive Lo COonservs Lhe rascurce.

$ince then, hunters and other conservationists have been
pusy vestoring and conservinge miilions of acres of waterfowl
napitat on the prairie through both partnerships .such as the
North American Waterfowl Management Plan and private groups such
as Ducks Unlimited,

This year, we saw the results of this hablizac conservation,
Rreeding populations rebounded to nearly 36 million ducks and the
gall flight estimates i3 80 million &uﬁké, As you knaw; the
Sarvice hasg gragageﬁ :a'significanzzy increase nag limics and
. seagon lengths for the fall.

I want to emphasize that this recovery did not happen by
accident., It ook tﬁe habitat conservation and restoration _
efﬁérts, lad by the huntiné cpmmunity, to bring the ducks back.

It’'s true we had exceptional rain and snow on the prairie
this year, and that helped triggér the rehound., But walexr that
falls on fallow fields or on pavemsnt doesn’t ﬁ? Queks a biv of
good. | '

The habitat must be in place because for hunters and
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wildlife conservation alike, habitat is everychiﬁg.

So you might be asking: If there is so much good news to
report about waterfowl, why does the topic ¢of my speech question
the future of America’'s hunting and conservation legacy?

The answer 1s found in Washington, where efforts to reform
and downsize the government are in many places threatening the
conservation of our nation’s wildlife habiﬁat.

There is no guestion that voters sent a message in the 1994
elections they were fed up with business as usual in Washington.
They wanted a leaner, more efficient federal government. '

At the same time, however, it is cleaf that the American
people did not send a mandate to abandon or weaken the many laws '
and programs that protect wildlife habitat.

In fact, there was no mention of conservatiop issues in the
Contract with America. The word "environment" never appéars. And
poll after -poll consistently has shown that Americans |
overwhelmingly support strong consérvation and environmental
protecticn laws. Overwhelmingl?. |

In a poll conducted by the League of Conservation Voters,
for example, 83 percent who voted in November described
themselves as "environmentalists." Almost 40 percent called
themselves strong or very strong environmentalists. In a later
o0bll conducted by the National Wildlife Federation found that
more than 60'§ercené of Americans supportéd current envircnmental
protecﬁions or wanted even stronger protections.

In light of this broad public support for environmental
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proteccion and conservation of wildlife hapitac, ic is shocking
o witness what is happening.

The threats to wildlife nabicat congervarion, and by
gxtension, the future of our hunting legady are two-fold. ?i%st,
tnérs are prcpcsals‘tm slash the budgers of programs that protect
and manage our natural resources, including fish and wildlifs;
second, landmark conservation laws are being threatened, in
pérticular the Clean Water Act and the Endangered Species Act.

On the budget fronct, both the House and Senate are proposing
desp cuts in habicat conservation progréma, These cuts will havé
an immediace, dgtxiwenﬁ&z effact on cur &bility to conserve and
manage wildlife habitat., Quite simply, they will lead to fewer
waterfowl, less upland gama, fewer figh, and fawer wild places to
enyjoy them.

For example, under appropriations hille passed by both the
House and the Senate, programs that bgn&fit waterfowl and other
migranory bird were reduced significantly, with funding for
wetland surveys, habitat resctoration, land acquisitien, and
partnership programs sliced well belcow current levels.

The'Service‘a nablitat congervation and iand‘aCQﬁiaiticn'
xﬁu&geas also were ¢ut sharply, making it harder to congerve
wildlife haﬁiiaa and purchase lands ﬁar‘ahe National Wildlife
Refuge System, o

The House aiso v§tad to phass out appropriated funding for
the North American Wetlands Coﬁsérvaaian fund cver éh& next Lwo

" years, The Service estimates this will mean chat 109,000 acres of
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witland habitar for wildiifs will nor be conserved =ach year. Ico
will alsc have a serious impact on the abilit? of the Canadian
government to conserve waterfowl habitat in the duck production
areas norch of the border.

in addition, BoLh the House and 5enate voted éo aliminate 20
parcent of the funding fof the Harvest Information Program. This
would essencially stall the sxpansion of thiéﬂprwgram o moalitor
watarfowl and upland came harvests by making it impossible for
the Service .co assist states in joining The program. ‘

And both thne House and Senate vated to sﬁarply cut funding
for endangered species conservation. Among other things, this
will severely lLimit preventative conservation of wildlife habitat
te keep specieg from éver declining to the point whers they have
to be listed as threarened orp éad&ﬁgerad. Tﬁis reduction in
habitar conssrvation will have a direct bearing on the well-being
of botn game and non-game spéciea alike,

Taken together, it‘ié no cv&rgnatémen: to say these curs
will have real and immediate impagis on both the guanticy and
guality of huﬁtiﬁg ¢pporcunities in America.

The second area where the fubure oﬁ‘hunting and our
éoﬁservation legacy is at risk are the proposals Lo substancially
weaken our landmark habitac conseévaxion laws., '

Take the Clean Water Act. We currently are faced with
legislavion passed éy the Houge that would drastically weaken
this law. . The Act has been one of the most successful .

conservation laws ever, restoring dead and dying walerways across
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Amarica. Far example, ijust this pasy weekend [ had the ézeasure
of going salmon fishing on Lake Michigan, a body of water that
has come back to Life largely becauvse of the {lsan ¥Water Act.

In additicn, rivers like the Fox River here in Gresn Bay
have been transformed from Cpen sewers tQ vibrant sport fisheries
by the (lean Water Acu.

tnder the proposed law, wnich the President has <allied “ths
Divty Warer Act, ™ cur rivers and lakes %&uld bhe allowed o revert
te their former, pelluted stage,

Hunters have an anormous étake in what happens to this law.
The House bill would eliminate provection for millions of acres
of wetlands that are sesssntial te waterfowl and cther game
species. Hers in Wisconsin, for instance, already half of the
werlands have been lost, which is about the national average. The
legislation before Congress would eliminate prorection for many
of the narion’s remalining wetlands.

For example, & survey conducted by the Army Corps of
Enginesrsg, the EPA, and the Service found that using the new
definition of wetlands under the House bill, almost 98 percent.of
watlands in SQﬁth Carolina would be removed from federal
protection. In addition 90 percent would be removed in Georgia;
94 percent in Alabama; 88 percent in North Carolina, 75 percent
in Nebraska, 65 percent in South Dakota, 71 percent in Wyoming - -
the list goes on. The egtimave for Wigconsin is 80 percent To 80
percent.

Accoxding to the Wildlife Management Institute, loss of
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protéction of prairie potholes and other wetlands undgr the
proposéd bill would reduce hunting opportunities by a minimum of -
629,000 hunter days each year. Hunters have just spent many years
restoring wetlands for waterfowl habitat, for 35 million breeding
ducks -- now all that is.threatened by the strcke of a
Congressional pen.

The Endangered Species Act is also under assault. No doubt
there are hunters out there who think it is éood news Congress ig
slashing the Sefvice’s endangered species bﬁdget and considering
weakening the law. If you think that, let me bend your ear for a
moment, because i am convinced that the effort to gut the
Endangered Species Act is not just bad news for hunters, it is
very bad news for hunters.

And the reason comes back to that simple word: habitat.

The Endangered Species Act has been unfortunately
misrepresented as a law that primarily protects obscure species
that no one cares about. The truth is that the Act primarily
.protects wildlife habitat, not just for obscure species.but for
all species, game and non-game alike,

Let me repeat my earlier axiom: what has been gcod for
wildlife conservation has been gocd for hunting; what has been
good for hunting has been good for Wildlifé conservation.

The obscure endangered species that are often caricatured in
editorial cartoons are really early warning systems -- smoke
‘alarms telling us where wildlife habitat ié degraded and

destroyed. Likewise, habitat conservation efforts that are taken
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on pehalf of threacensd and &ndamgeigd spacles almost always havs
dirsct beaaﬁiag to game species and Lo hunters.

In fact, an airtight case could be made that there is better
hunting today because of the Endangéred Species Act

The 272 national wildlife refuges with'hunting programs are
an excellent example. On every one of chege refuges, biologists
‘have identified at least one endangered spscies. And on 71 of
these refuges, there is actually an active wildlife management
pregram £o conserve endangered species. In sach of these cases,
cha conservation of end%ng&red species habitat is ncr only
compatible with good hunting opportunitiss, it is cften
contributes to good huntingi

Mason Neck Naticnal Wildlife Refuge in Virginia, for
instancsa, WAS established to protect the endangered bald sagle.
The refuge alsc has an active deer hunting program. If it weren’t
for the refuge, there ig little doubt the area would have been
turnad into a subdivision. There would be no hunting opportunicy
and no habitat for big game. |

San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge was established
to proteact n&metous endangered species, including the California
clapper rail, least tern, and salt marsh harvest mouse. Yet the
réfuge has an active waterfowl hunting program on itg salt ponds
and marshes, right there in the middie of a major metropolitan
area. '

zt 18 simpiy fc&iishnass £o think you can separate wildlife

habivar into two classes: game habicat and endangered speciss
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nabitat. Nature dose not work that way.

s

er che major propesal in the Benate o change the
Endangered Species Act targets endangered gpecies nabigag, as
chough it i@ separars from the hapitar of orher species. This
bill would continue Lo prohibic kiiling of an anﬁaﬁgared specées
put it would not stop anyone from degtroying the habicas of the
gpacige. In short, yeu could drain the waﬁlaad, pollute the
river, cut down 21l the trees, and deo whatever you want as long
a8 vYou ﬁ&ﬁ‘zxdiraatiy kill an endangered animal. .

et ma flip my axiom around: what .is bhad for wildiife
congarvation is gensrally bad for huﬁaimg;vwhat is bad for
huﬁﬁing ig gensrally bad for wildlife couseveation.

The effort to gut the Endangered Spacies Act is bad.far
 habitat congervaticon. It is bad for hunting.

As T noted at the beginning of my remarks, my topic “Hunting
and Conservation: A Legacy at Risk?’ has & question mark at the
end of it

Bul as much ag anything, the question mark is whether the
sportsmen of America are going to speak up during this critical
time. Our hunting and conservation legacy is avr risk. Are we
'going to stand idly back while gpecial interests, who don't care
a wit whether there’s any wildlife h&biéat iefr for futurs
generationg to enjoy, rcli back a century of progress.

Hunters have made America the world’s foremost nation in
congervation of fish and wildlife. Now is‘ahe time éo ne haarﬁ:

Next ysar may be too late.



Purchase
preserves
a paradise
in Pacific
Nature Conservan
buys unspoiled atoll

By Traci Watson
USA TODAY

ﬂrﬂﬁ Atoll, a privately owned is-

in the middle of the Pacific
Ocean, boasts clouds of birds, gi
coconut ¢rabs and beaches w

* rare sea turties nest. in developers’ eyes,

it's the perfect place for a resort-casino

corgglpex %rcluding 2.000 hote! rooms — or

perhaps for a tooc-waste dump.

Now, those visions of development are
about to vanish. A land-preservation group
will announce today that it has struck an

ent to buy Palmyra from the three
awailan brothers whose family has
owned the island since 1922,

The new landiord — the Arlington, Va.-
based Nature Conservancy — plans to open
the island to a small number of tourists
who want t© watch birds, scuba dive or
cast a line into the schools of bonefish
swimming in the (ransparent water
am;;?d the'js%ﬂonly fvately owned LS

myra is the private
territory. 1ts purchase offers “the last re-

maining opportunity (o protect an unde-
veloped, uninhabited, L%l;istine tropical ma-
fine ecosystem” in USA, says fohn

Sawhill, Nature Conservancy president.

Porental buyers have dreamed up “all
kinds of schemes” for the island, says Peter
Savio, the real-estate broker for the seilers,
the Fullard-Leo family: The casino and the
dump were among them, but he says, “No
question, this is the best.” '

Palmyra lies 1,052 miles south of Hawaii
and about 350 miles north of the lﬂuatm:
The 680-acre territory is technically an
atoll, a ring of islets surrounding a central
lagoon. [t has been largely uninhabited ex-
cept during World War II, when the Navy
stationed men there and built an airstrip,

1 ¢ USA
TODAY

Palmyra is washed by frequent showers |

and dried by soft breezes, The rain has nur-
tured lush vegetation, including groves of
palm trees. "It was classic paradise im-
ages,” N MacKinnon, the conservancy
staffer who brokered the deal, recalls of her
first visit. *l was expecting someane to be
singing Bafi Ha'i in the background.”

. lts wildiife includes more than 1 million

seabirds that build their nests in the trees
and on the ground, and the giant cocomit
crab, which can ctack the hard nuts in its
claws. A succulent meal, the crab has been

- nearly wiped out from the rest of the Pacif-

ic by human consumption. On Paimyra, the
crabs are unmolested, They can live 40-50
yearsand?rpwmﬂr&fee!acmss.

The atoll is surrounded by nearly pris-
tine reefs. including more than 130 species
of hard coral and at least 200 species of
fish. A government biologist has said the
reefs are among the most spectacular in
the Pacific As soon as the deal
through, the government is likely to estab-
lish a national wildtife refuge to include the
waters and much of the land itseif, There is
no protection for the corals now.

“Until {the waters are made a refuge), it's

MAY - 4 200

pretty wide open.,” admits Bill Brown, sci-
ence adviser 1o Interior Secretary Bruce
Babbitt. The conservancy also plans an eco-
tourism o_):eranon. which would host, at
maost, 50-75 peaple at a time. That would

robably require jet service to the atoll and
actlities for waste disposal and other ser-

vices. Other reef-protection groups ap-

goes  prove of the plans,

_ "I you're really talking low-impact tour-
lsrn.gvuu_can have a positive economic
benefit with minimal environmental dam-
w Stephen Coiwell of the Coral Reef
e, which is based in Berkeley, Calif
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Interior chief plants new flood

B Babbitt seeks new
paradigm {0 endless
finod debate

By Bruen Kaid
Sirond sigar S8 Wellar
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Anstin American-State

S | Interzor chief says he'll hunt for Balcones
habitat money

i By Ralph KM, Haurwitz

American-Statesman Staff

P P Y E T I

Published: Jan. 15, 1999

A

Intenior Secretary Bruce Babbint pledged .
Thursday to "laok in all the cupboards” for

i - additional federal money to buy
endangered-species habitat in the Aunstin ares.

e

Babbitt, who was in town 10 present a conservation award to Lady
Bird Johnson, stopped short of promising more money for the
limestone canyons and oak-cedar hillsides that are the focus of two
separate bul related land-conservation initiatives. Acquisition money
has failen short for both projects.

The Balcones Canvonlands Conservation Plan seeks to set aside abowt
30,000 acres in westem Travis County for the golden-chesked
warbler, the black-capped vireo and several species of reclusive cave
bugs. The Balcones Canyonlands Natonal Wildlife Refuge is
intended to encompass 46,000 acres of habitat for the warbler and
vireo in northwestern Travis, southwestern Williamson and ¢astern
Burnet countiss.

The conservation plan is 6,000 o
7,000 acres short of its goal. and
16,000 acres have besr assembled

for the wildlife refuge.

Babbitt met with Mayor Kirk
Watsan, Travis County
Commissioner Karen Sonleitner,
11.5. Rep. Lioyd Doggett and . . A
other officials Thursday moming, Lady Bird Johnson shows oif th
primarily to hear their concems  conservation award presensed o her by

about the conservation plan. Intenor Secretary Bruce Babbitton
- Thursday, Photo by David Kennedy/dA+3.

"They pressed me awfully hard,” the interior secretary said in an
interview Thursday aftemoon at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower
Center,

+

“And | said I would go back and sort of ook 1 all the cupboards for
this year. It's not going to be easy, but I said 'm not saying no. | dont
know what's available, but I'l} ¢certainly go back and look.”

Babbitt also said that two propasals by the Clinton administration this
week for the fiscal vear beginning in Ocviober could aiso funnel

bt swwwausunde0 com news/00 I metro/8%ian’153/1 Shabbitthtm 113 99



s he'lt hunt for Balcones B . Page oot .

additional money o the Balcones projects. Both propesals are
subject o f::{:smzregsmrzal approval. One would earmark S billion for
lang acguisilion. and the othey would provide $700 millicn in tax
credits w finance a $10 billion bond program aimed at preserving -
open $pace in Cities and suburbs.

Babbitt, a Demoacrat and former governor of Arizona, said he would
try to bridge a.political divide on behalf of the Balcones projects.

He said he would request a meenng with Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison,
R&Texas, "t see.f we can try w find some common ground on this
issue.” Babbitt said he has spoken with Republican Gov. George W,
Bush "from time to time and | hmpef’ully can strengthen that
relationship.”

Consgrvationists have chargsd ti':at Huichison, a longtime ertic of the

-Endangered Species Act, is responsible for the refuge's gening nearly

$3.8 mullion less this year for land acquisition than had been
antigipated. A spokesworman for Hutchison has denied the allegation
but said focal groups did not urge the smataz 1o seek money for the
refuge.

‘Babbiit and Bush have disagreed on what sort of fand-use ?mtcctizms

are needed for endangered species, with the governor seeking z lighter
regulatory tuch,

“{t may be that this is percejved as an Austin problem rather than a
Texas opportunity,” Babbitt said. "1 think we need to cast this 3 little
larger. [ am not @ no-growth advocate.”

Watson said he was encouraged by Babbitt's remarks. The city and
Travis County, which are partners in the Baicones conservation plan,
have not raised enough money W acquire severa] key parcels,

“He has always had a special interest in the Baicones plan,” the mayz}r
satd of Babbitr. "He didn't write a check. But his commit- ment .
was to work to help us.”

Doggett, a Democrat from Austin, said landowners who own prime

_habitat need relief that only the federal government can provide in a

timely fashion.

“Some landowners are out there in 4 very unfair situation,” Doggett

© said. “Thay feel they can't do azzythmg with their propenty becazzse of

the habitat, and they need it acquir

Babbitt's interest in open-space preservation in the Austin area is
partly professional and partly personal. He met his wife here and
hiked in the Hill Country when he was a young iawycr in the 1960s,

Y

1/15/599


http:p:ese:r:'.ng

Austin American-Statesman

Babbitt Preserving open space is above
partisan politics

Published: Jar. 25. f999

The following are excerpts from 2
conversation Interior Secretary Bruce Bahbitz
had with two Amencan-Statesman writers
Thursday at the Lady Bird Johnson
Wildflower Center;

Q: Why 15 this movement 1o preserve open
space so visible night now and why are bond
1ssues to support land acquisition passing?

A: It's being dnven in a sort of paradoxical but entirely
understandable way. The strength of the economy and the enormous
amount of development going on in the landscape. As communities
prosper and development begins to accelerate, people are saying,
“Wait a minute. There's a 5,000-home subdivision that's going to
obliteraie the fields that surrounded the area where T grew up," and
pretty soon it ail kind of accumulates, and it's driving it.

Q: Do you see it as nonpartisan?

A: Oh, yeah. This is kind of Teddy Roosevelt conservation. [ would
say the people who've done the most on this are (Gov.) Christine
Whitrman in New lersey and Goyv. {Pete) Wilson in California. Both
states are being really prcssed by development. Los Angeles and San
chgx} are like magnets pointed at each other; Austin and San Antonio
are like two magnets pointed at cach other -- both of them in danger
of obliterating unique regional ecosystems that don't exist anywhere
eise,

Q: Do you see anyplace else in this country that is succcssfuil‘y
combatting spraw! without making it unaffordable for people 1o live
in the place that they love?

At The answer is yes. You've got to do two things. One is look at
open space around cities and second is development pelicies which
sncourage the efficient use of land, by density transfers, brownfields
development, transportation policies. ., . The point the vice president

* makes 15 awfully important We subsidize sprawl. We do it with
federal transportajion monies; we do it with ¢ty infrastructare, all
kinds of things which actually give cities incentives to go outward
rather than do 2 mee organic job with what they've got.

- Q: What's your personal feeling about Austin these days? You've
been comng here quite ofien. .. and you've seen it grow dramaticslly.

hisp:* www 2ustin 60 cony news 00 metror8%fan’1 51 Shabbittqa. him 11599 g
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Babbu: Preserving open space is above party. . ) Page 2of 2

. A [ really fike this wwwn. and I think the growth (s bringing a ot of
really good things. This has alwavs been a special place. When § was
here in the '60s the reason this place was so vibrant was because it had
the state Capitol and the stare university. There are only a couple of
places in the United States where that is true. [t made a really special

- w—  kind of mix - lots of different people, different viewpoints, a ot of
energy, and a lot of involvement in politics, And what's changed, of
course, since | left Austin is you now have the high-tech crowd. I can'

- think of a better hase for an economy, because . . it meshes so nicely
with the university and provides a kind of energy that's compatible
with the university,

hup: wmvAaustit&;%{}{}..mm*’news?(}{}%rizetm“}?}zzz'z§ | 3bahbittga.htm 11598 C{
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UTE. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Stephanie Hanna (Q) 202/208-6416
January 13, 1969

-

STATEMENT OF SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR BRUCE BABBITT IOI‘;E'
DECISION OF THE SUPREME COURT NOT TO REVIEW WOLF KILL CASE

[ amn encouraged by the degision of the Supreme Court Monday, January 11, not to
review the federal court of appeals’s decision in the McKittrick case, involving the illegal killing
of a gray wolf near Yellowsione National Park.

The tower courts in this litigation made clear that the Fish & Wildlife Service's
reintroduction of the gray woif in the Yellowstone region was lawful, and that the killing of one
of these wolves was illegal and warranted punishment of the perpetrator.  The Supreme Court's
denial of a writ of certiorari in this case leaves that judgment intact.

The outcome of this litigation sends a clear signal that our legal system will protect
reintroduced wild wolves, that those who violate these laws will be punished, and that, a1t long
last, the howi of healthy populations of wild wolves will once again be heard in their historic
natural habitar in {daho, Montana, Wyoming, Arizona and New Mexico.
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BABBITT TCO DEDICATE 4,000 ACRE WILDLIFE REFUGE ADDITION:

WILL TOUR NEW BEAR CREEK UNIT OF SAN LUIS NWR

INTERIOR SECRETARY TO CITE FROGRESS ON WATER FOR CENTRAL
VALLEY REFUGES AS MODEL FOR BAY-DELTA SUCCESS

Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt will be at San Luis National Wildlife Refuge
near Mercer Friday to dedicate a massive 4,000 acre expansion of the Refuge,
discuss recent Interior Department actions which have provided more certain water

. supply to the Central Valiey Nadonal Wildlife Refuges, and to talk about how
consensus-building efforts to help the refuges can serve as a model to ensure the
success of the CALFED Bay-Dela effort.

“Californians from all walks of life have worked together in recent years to help

- provide adequate water for these refuges,” Babbirt said. “Not surprisingly, since {993
we've seen a 20 percent increase in waterfowl here.’ That’s called success. Bucitis
success which only comes about through compromise. It is a model which 1 believe
will help resolve other water issues, including Bay-Delta.”

Joined by irrigators, environmentalists, hunters, public officials and numerous other
individuals and groups dedicated to good stewardship of California’s environment and.
water, Babbir will take an hour long tour of the refuge. Afterward, Babbitt will
formally dedicate the new 4,000 West Bear acre unit, one of the largest land parcels
contiguous to an existing refuge that the Fish and Wildlife Service has ever acquired
and restored in the West.

“Restoration of these large and vital wetlands and grasslands proves that we can ‘
improve habitat for species while still providing adequate water for urban, agriculrural
and other peeds,” Babbitt said, *The proof is here 10 see on the landscape. Irisa
place we should all keep in mind because it shows that compromise and effort will lead
10 solutions which can benefit us all.”
’ -MORE--
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EWS

i UJ.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR.
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY -

o Contact: Tim Ahern 202/208-5291
For Release: November 20, 1997 :

INTERIOR DEPARTMENT RELEASES POLICY TO MANAGE
CENTRAL VALLEY PROJECT WATER FOR FISH, WILDLIFE

The Department of the Iniérior today issued its final administrative policy 1o implement
the section of the Central Valley Project Improvement Act dedlcaimg CYP water for fish,
wzidhfc and habitat restoration.

“This policy will help both the fish and wildlife in the Central Valley, along with
people who use the water, both on farms and in the cities and suburbs,” said Deputy Interior
Secretary John Garamendi, who announced the new policy.

“This policy meets the requirernents for protecting our environment and our wildlife,
and also insures that we wiil providt the waier reguired for farmers and cites so the California
econoImny »::an continue 10 grow, " satd Garamendi. “It is based on good science and sound
eConOmics.”

The policy released today is part of the implementation of the CVPLA, which was
signed into Iaw in 1992, That law mandated changes in the way water was distruted from the
Central Vailey Project, 3 60-year-old system of nearly twenty dams and reserveirs and
tundreds of miles of canals and other water conveyance facilities focated in California’s
Sacramento and San Joaguin valleys, The CVP delivers about 5.8 million acre-feet of water &
year, which irrigates more than 2.6 million acres of farmland and provides drinking water for
nearly one million people.

Last Saturday, at the Yolo Wetlands dedication near Sacramento, President Clinton said -
choosing between sconomic growth and spvironmental protection is “a false choice.” The
President said, “we understand that over the long run if we want to preserve our ability w0
increase the standard of living, we have to preserve our national environmental and all the
things that go wz:h it.”

Garamendi noted the new Interior palic? meets both goals. “We don't have to make

-that choice, We can do both. We can provide economic growth and environmental ;}rotef:twrt
llmmgh this pohcy ina smmd argd reasonable wsy,” he said at 3 news conference,

(M{}R.'ﬁ)
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
: C ontact: Mary Helen Thompson
Michael Gauldin
For immediate Release; September 17, 1996 202/208-6416

- Outdoor Gear Surcharge Not a Clinton Administration Initiative

[nrerior Secretary Bruce Babbitt said woday that a proposal by state and imemnational fish
and wildlife agencies to raise funds for wildlife conservation through 2 surcharge on outdoor
recreatzofz equipment is niot a Clinton Administration proposal.

The outdoor gear surcharge 1s proposed by the International Association of Figh and
Wildlife Agencies, a consortium that includes wildlife officials from the U S., Canada and Mexico.
The Assccigtion backs the idea because the revenue raised would be used for wildlife education,
recreation and conservation projects. The Association’s proposal has aisa been endorsed by more
than 1,200 wildlife-relatad businesses and organizations,

Secretary Babbitt addressed the annual roeeting of the Association yesterday and during
his remarks said he personally favored the concept of funding state wildlife programs through a
surcharge on the gear used by people whe benefit from state ourdoor recreation services.

"My statement led people to believe that the Administration supports the wildlife agencies

. proposal for an outdoor gear surcharge. That is not true,” said Babbitt. *I want to clearly state
that the President does not support and has not ever seen, this proposal.”

-DOL-



T Adsociated Pregs olia. Joe Reff)

From: Nuow Edelson, International Assoc. of Fish and Willite Agencies Lion Hotel i (hmaha at welephone
. oumber (4031 6364973, Tomorrow can be tesched at {2021624-7850 or a1 home lands 4t (70318271053,

PN

Re:  Correction © Sec. ol interior Babbiit's remuarks regarding Tearning with Wiidlifs

Date: 17 September 1998

While we very much appreeiate the coverage provided by AP an the Teaming with Wildlife Anding proposal, we
would like to request that ax important correction be made (o the siory.

Yesterday at [AFWAS apnuad mesting 'n Omaha Sec Babbut indicated iz personal support for e Teaming with

Wildife Junding proposal. He was responding To witnessing ao awand just given o Bass ?m Shops for thetr
leadership role in {fl’t? THW proposal.

This was incoreectly reported by AP a5 a proposal of Sec. Babbist’s {and thus the Clinton -Administration) and
further thay Babbitt plan's to present this proposal to Congress next year, The AP stary afready has resulted in
coverage in USA today, CNIN and many siate newspapers, radio's, and tv stations.

This is net & Clinton Administration initiative, While we will indeed sppreciate the support of which ever
Admirisization is in place next year, this is not a Clinton Ademin. proposal

The story referred to the coatition of 1200 organizaticns 43 alse sndorsing e proposal. {'s acrually The reverse.
This proposal was inttisted § years ago by the IAFWA and is belng supported by a coalition of over {260
organizations and business who use and enjoy the ouidoors festimated 1o include 30 mitlion peopied. 1tis being
spearhieaded by such organizations as the National Wiidlife Federation, Wilditfe Management Instinute, Nutional
Aud 5oc, Natonal Wild Turkey Federation, and over 200 businesses such sy Bass Pro Shops, American aGCO
{bird send and feeders), and four optics companies (Swif, Zeiss, Swarvoski, Kowa) among many others. This
coalition is the lazgest ever in history 1o suppurt any wildlife conservation proposal. {I represents the consumers
of outdoer gesr snd supplies Sec Babbitt was reacting the cdalition's proposal.

This proposal has swrong bi-patisan support including 10 governors and many members of Congress. Expect to.5¢¢
introchuced next year s a bi-partisan bill vs. an Administration proposal. Strong support a3 its a user fee, funds returaed to
statex, and prevents spp. from becoming endangered.

Additional point which was already made in AP story.

This is not anew tax. It iz aa expansion of an a program started in {937 whers sportsmen instigated a user foe in e form
of an axciss tax on guo and smmmunition for the restoration of wildlife (Pitman-Roberteon Act). Then in 1350 sxpanded
to fishing gear. Tremendous suscess is restaration of wild turkey, white-tatled deer, Rriped bass, antelope, ete. THIS 1S
SBMPLY AN EXPANSION OF THESE SUCCESSFUL PROGRAMS in other ourdoar enthusiasts allowing fhem 1 aiso
give something baek to the sutdoors.

We would really approciate your releasing & correction as this has serious pt)litical rafications during an slection year,
This is currenty a bi-partisan issue and it being portrayed as otherwise could seriously undermine 5 years of effort by muny
of the leading conservation and recrestion organizations and busihesses m our nation. During an electicn yesr, many
memnbers of Congress that might consider supporting this wili be likely to not go an record supperting agy increase in fees.
1t eould also he picked up by the Dole campaign ar a way ta sttack Clinton, when i fact Clinton i3 likely not even aware
of the issue (but may be nowlt)

Thms for your consideration of this request. We look forward o working with AP as this story progresses.



TG, Agsaciates Preas (Alln. Joe Rl

Fram’ Naomi Edelsan, internafional Assod. of Fuh and Witlila Agencins

Rt on Molad in-Ornaha at ielephone numder (402} 636 .4 371, Yomorrow can e reached at I2021824-7840
or at home tonds at (703)527-1052 ' :

Ra: Carraction 1o Sec. of Inteiiar Babbit's rermarks regarding Teaming wil Wildhfa

Oule: 17 September 1994

White we very muzh approciate the coversge provided by AP an the Teaming with Wildlife funding propesal,
we weouhd ke to request iat an impanant sorrection be made s the story,

Yasterday al [AFWA's anruat meetng in Cmaha, Sec Babbift incicated Ms personail support for e Teaming
with Wikillife funding proposal. Me was responding te winessing sn sward just gven o Bass Pra Shops for their
leadegrship rota in tha TW\W proposai

Thin was incorrectly repocted by AP a3 aa proposat of Sec, Bantutts {and twus the Clinten Administration) and
further thst Baboit plan’s b pregont s proposal 19 Congress next year, The AP sfary olteady has resuited
i coverape In USA today, CNM and many slate newspapers, radias, and v stalisns,

tms 1% not 2 Clnton Administrelion inllallve. Whils wew will huduud wypst wneale e auppar of which quer
Admministration i in place next yaar this in ol 3 Chnton Admin, prapsasal,

The stery referred to the coalion of 1200 orgamstions as alun sndtrsag the proposal. Iy sciually the'
raverse. This proposai was inmaied & yesis ago by the JATWA 3nd is being supporied by 2 coalftion of over
1280 arganizalions 3ad businessos who uss 3md snisy e sutdoors (estimated 1o include 530 million peopie);
[t = being sprarhesded by such organizations as the Natongl Wiiglife Paderation, Wikdifs Managemant
[natitute, Notional Aud. Soc, Natonal Wikt Turkey Federstion, and over 200 businasses sugh a3 Bass Pro
Shops, Amarican AGCD (bird seed and feeders), and faur solics compnnins (Swift, 2eiss, Swarvaski, Kowa)
Ao many others, Thia eoalition is the largest ever In history 0 supnod any wildlifs conservatian prasassi
i ragemsants the cansumaers of autitaar gear and supplies: Sac Babditt was reacing Mis coaition's proposatl.

The seopasat s strong bpariman support incloding 10 governors and many members of Cangress, Expect o sew introducad
Aot yoIf 3% & De-parisan bdl ve. an Admunistraton propasal  Strong Suppon as its 3 yser fea, furds raturned 1 statex, ana
provents spp. rors betoming sndsngared, :

Addtional point which was already mads 8 AP sioty.

Thes s nat # new B i an axpensian of an & grogram slarted in 1837 whare sporismen instipated 2 user fee in the forrmn of
a0 wacise W o U ed smenunilios far the rexioration of widiife F@man - Rotertson Act) Then in 1350s expanded o fiabing
gear. Tremendous success 18 restoration of wild lutkey, while-tailod dent, sinped bass, antelops, ste. THIS |S SIMPLY AN
EXPANSIOIN QF THESE SUCCESAFLL PROCIRAMS o cther sutdony anikuminats allowing em 10 230 gt sorratng buck
o the autdoors. .

Wie wauid resily spgreciate your relaasing a ¢arraction 35 this has serous poitical rarrificatdons dusing 36 slacion year, This |
is currenty & bi-parUsen ssue and 4 Deing portrayed as ntherwisa sould seridusly undarmina 5 years of sfort by many of the
zading consercation and recradlion grganizations aiid businessaes in our nation, Dunng an etection year, many membem of
Congrass Mat might consider supparting this will be fikely to not go on recard suppedng any increase In fess, B cauks aisa de
pckad up oy e Dole campaign as @ way o gitack Clinton, whon in et Clintonm is tikely not even aware of the issue (bat may
ow nowtl}, ’ ‘ '

Thaanks tar yous cansiderstion of this cegquest. We ook forward 1o warking win AP a3 this slory prograsses,
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EWS

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE QF THE SECRETARY '

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Stephanie Hanna (0} 202/208.6416
August 5, 1996

SECRETARY BABBITT TO ANNOUNCE TRANSFER OF LAND PARCEL NEAR
BOSTON FROM ARMY TO WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM

, Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt will travel to Massachusens today to announce the

addition of a parcel of about 2,300 acres of U.S. Army land to the Great Meadows National -
Wildlife Refuge. The land, formerly known as the Fore Devens Sudbury Training Annex, is
located near Boston, . . .

“This is a great and lasting gift by the U.5. Army 10 America’s National Wildlife Refuge
System and to the people of Massachusetts,” Babbirt said. “The remaining open spaces around
Boston are under encrmous pressure and this large parcel, linked with others in the Great
Meadows Refuge, will provide wildlife with first-class habitat and a corridor that will ensure their -
ability 1o thrive in an increasingly urban eavironment.”

Babbitt credited the Army with “completing its mission in this area with a high degree of
environmental stewardship, There are numerous examples of truly pristine wetlands, the habitat
most necessary for wildlife, This place will provide a living snapshot of the way this cmmrysmde
once looked in the days before suburban sprawi *

According to surveys by the U.S. Fish & Wiidiif& Service and other conservation groups,
the Sudbury Annex provides habitat for a large aumber of resident bird species, including
waterfowl, songbirds, raptors, shore birds and wading birds, as well as migratory birds and
waterfowl. In addition, 2 number of reptile and amphibian species have been observed, some rare
or in peril.

The proposal to transfer the Sudbury Annex began as a result of recommendations of the
Base Closure Commission. The Fish & Wildlife Service requested a no-cost transfer of the Annex
it November, 1995, and this request received support from four lecal towns and several local
conservation associations, as well as key members of Massachusetts” C ongressional delegation.
including Senators Kerry and Kennedy and Congressman Meehan. Senator Kerryand
Congressman Meehan will join Secretary Babbirt at Monday's official announcement of the
transfer.

“Senator Kerry and Congressman Meehan are aiso introducing tegislation in Congress to
add a 29-mile stretch of the Sudbury-Assabet-Concord Rivers watershed to the Wild and Scenic
. Rivers System. Their leadership underscores the enormous value of the national resource we are
protecting today for present and filture generations in Massachusetts.”

{more)
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i

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - Stephanie Hanna (O) 202/208-6416
May 31, 1996

Clinton Administration Announces Proposed Additions to
San Diego National Wildlife Refuge and Otay Mountains to support
Ssn Diego County's Natural Commusities Conservation Program

The Clinton Administration has requested $2 million in additional funding to acquire
senvitive lands at Otay Mountain to support the San Diego County Natural Communities
Conservation Plan, Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt announced today. The money would come
from an appropriation from the Interior Department’s Land and Water Conservation Fund for
Fiscal Year 1997, Congress is expected to take u;} Imterior Appropriations funding in the near
future.

. In addition, Secretary Babbitt has requested $3.5 million to create a South Bay unit of the
San Diego National Wildlife Refuge. The purpose is to secure estuarian habitat around South San
Diego Bay, protecting prime habitat for a number of threatened and sensitive wildlife, fishand .
plant species.

“T am hopefiil that Congress will allow us to continue our partnership with San Diego
County in implementing their Natural Communities Conservation Program within the Otay
Mountains, to protect this area from further development,” Babbitt said. “Preserving California’s
natural heritage protects the past by saving an important piece of America’s history, It also
protects the future by making sure our children have the chance to enjoy this property for -
generations.”

Babbitt said Congress appropristed $100 million less than President Clinton requested
from the Land and Water Cmsmat;on Fund in Fiscal Year 1996, the smallest amount in 20
years

California’s habitat conservation planning is an innovative multi-species protection
approach that is part of this Administration’s efforts to make the Endangered Species Act work
better,” RBabbitt said. “At the same time, it preserves substantial areas from development and
heips to guarantee Ruture genmzwns of residents that they mii be attracted to the same values
t?zat has drawn so many to settle inn San Dwgc County.”

“E}'nfmmnazeiy, Ccagress drastically cut the President’s 1996 request for ﬁm:img from the
Land & Water Conservation Fund, derived from proceeds of offshore oil and gas production tn
federal waters. We are working to see that our 1957 funding doliars will be spent where they will
provide the greatest benefit.”
R -DOI-
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Office of the Secretary tontast: Mary Helen Thompson

{2021 208-8415%
For Immediate Releass
May 31, 1996

Clinton Administration Announces Addition to
West Virgisia’s Canaan Valley National Wildlife Refuge

The Clinton Adminigtration has requested $2 million for the
purchase of 1,335 acreas of privately owned land parcels within
the scuthern area of the Canaan Valley National Wildlife Refuge,
. Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt annocunced today. The money
would come from an appropriation from the Interior Department’'s
Land and Water Conservation Fund in Fiscal Year 1997,

*This purchase will help to consclidate and protact fragile
wildlife areas,®, Babbitt stated. "It a key element in the
protection and management of the most threatened area of the
valley. It alsoc protects the future by making sure cur children '
have the chanc¢e to enjoy thig refuge for generations. I am
hopeful that Congress will allow us to continue the process of
acquiring private lands that are importast to preserving the cur
natural resgurcesg.”

The imminent davelmpmeaz of these privately awned progerties
within Canaan Valley National Wildlife Refuge would not only
diminish the wildlife in the area but would furthar degrade the
water quality.

Babbitt said Congress appropriated $100 millior less than
President Clinton reguested from the Land and Water Congervation
fund in Fiscal Year 1956, the smallest amount in 20 years.

: "The curtain is rapidly coming down on our opportunity to”
make this purchase," Bakbitt said. *Congrese drastically cut the
President’' & 1996 request for the Land and Water Conservation Fund
derived from proceeds of offshore oil and gas production. We are
working to see that our 1997 zunding dellars are spent where thay
will provide the greatest benefit.” .

- DOT -
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

FOR INMEDIATE RELEASE - Stephanie Hanna (Q) 202/208-6416
May 31, 1595 , ‘

Clinton Administration Announces Proposed Additions to
San Diego National Wildlife Refuge and Otay Mountains to support
San Diego County's Natural Communities Conservation Program

The Clinton Administration has requested $2 million in additional funding o suppoert the
San Diego County Habitat Conservation Plan, Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt announced today.
The money would come from an appropriation from the Interior Department’s Land and Water
Conservation Fund for Fiscal Year 1997, Congress is expacted 10 fake up Intedor &ppm;}ﬁamszs
funding in the near future.,

In addition, Secretary Babbitt has requested $3 5 million for to create a South Bay unit of
the San Diego National Wildlife Refuge. The purpose is to secure estuarian habitat around South
San E}zega Bay. pmzeczmg prime habitat for a number of threatened and sensitive wildhfe, fish and
plant species. .

1 am hopeful that Congress will allow us to continue our partnership with San Diego.
County in implementing their Natural Communities Conservation Program within the Otay
Mountains, to protect this area from further development,” Babbitt said. “Preserving California’s
natural hertage protects the past by saving an important piece of America’s history, It also
protecss the fiture by making-sure our children have the chance to enjoy this property for

generations.”

Babbitt said Congress appropriated $100 mullion less than President Clinton requested
from the Land and Water Conservation Fund in Fiscal Year 1996, the smallest amount in 20
yBars. '

‘ California’s habitat conservation planning is an innovative multi-species protection

approach that is part of this Administration’s efforts to make the Endangered Species Act work
" better,” Babbitt said. “At the same time, it preserves substantial areas from development and
helps 1o guarantee future generations of residents that they will be attracted to the same values
that has drawn so many o seftle in San Diego County.”

“Unfortunately, Coﬁgz’es% drastically cut the President’s 1996 request for funding from the
Land & Water Conservation Fund, derived from proceeds of offshore oil and gas production in
federal waters. We are Wc:zkmg to see that our 1997 funding dollars will be spem where they will

pravide the greatest benefit.”
-DOI-
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE : Stephanie Hanna (0) 202/208-6416
May 31, 1996 :

Clinton Administration Announces Propased Addition to Hakalau Forest Protecting Rare
Forest Breeding Area and Lease Extension for Kalaupapa Historical Park

The Clinton Administration has requested $3.5 million in funding for additions to the
Hakalau Forast National Wildlife Refuge on the Big Island of Hawaii,, Interior Secretary Bruce
Babbitt announced today. The money would come from an appropriation from the Interior
Depaniment’s Land and Water Conservation Fund for Fiscal Year 1997, Congress is scheduled to
take up Interior Appropniations legislation soon.

“T am hopefid that Congrass will allow us to continue the process of acquiring private
lands criical to such a rich diversity of wildlife and plants,” Babbitt said. “Preserving (state’s)
natural heritage protects the past by saving an important piece of America’s history. It also
protects the future by making sure our children have the chance to enjoy this propeny for
generations.”

In addition, the Interior Secretary has requested $3.5 million to extend ¢ lease by the A
National Park Service for the Kalaupapa National Historical Park, a unique cultural, ustorical and
scenic resource that was a leprosy settlement on the north central shore of the island of Molokai.

Babbitt said Cangress appropriated $100 million less than President Clinton requested
* from the Land and Water Conservation Fund in Fiscal Year 1996, the smallest amount in 20
years,

“The curtain is rapidly coming down on cur opportunity to save the unique tropical rain
forest habitat that is privately owned and threatened by logging and development,” Babbitt said.
“Qur lease of the historical leper colony and its spectacular black cliff scenery will be in violation
of our agreement with the state unless we are given funding to extend it, and continue 1o offer
millions of visitors every year a chance to view our aazmna% heritage.”

“Congress drastically cut the Presﬁent 5 1996 request for ﬁmdmg fromtheland & Wazer
Conservation Fund. derived from proceeds of offshore oil and gas preshuction in federal waters,”
Babbitt explained. “We are working to see that our 1997 funding dollars witl be s;xem where they

will provide the greatest benefit.” :
‘ : -DOI- T !
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Office Of The Secretary ‘ . Contact: John Wright
For Immediate Release: May 31, 1996 (202) 208-6416

Clinton Administration Request Funds To Establish
Key Cave National Wildlife Refuge In Alabama

The Clinton Administration has requested $700,000 in funding for the acquisitions of
tracts of land to establish the Key Cave National Wildiife Refuge, Interior Secretary Bruce
Babbitt announced today. The money to acquire the tracts would come from an appropriation
under the Interior Department’s Land and Water Conservation Fund in Fiscal Year 1997,

The $700,000 L&WCF gramt request would acquire claims to tracts of land that will
help to ensure the biological integrity of Key Cave, which has been designated as critical habitat .
for the endangered Alabama cavefish and the endangered gray bat..

“T am hopeful that Congress will allow us to continue the process of acquiring tracts of
land that are critical to wildiife and the rich diversity of our envirorement,” said Babbitt. “This
grant will help to protect its excepmnaiiy rich history, natural beauty, and the splendor of its
wildlife for all Americans to experience.” , .

Babbitt noted that Congress appropriated $100 million less than President Clinton
requested from the L&WCF in Fiscal Year 1996, the smallest amount in over 20 years,
“Congress drastically cut the President’s 1996 request for funding from the L&EWCF, so we are
working to see that our 1997 funding dollars are spent where they will provide the greatest
benefits,” Babbitt said.

Key Cave is located along the northern shore of Piclwick Lake in a limestone karst area
that contains numerous sinkholes and several underground cave systems. The area’s sinkholes are
an integral component of groundwater recharge to the caves. Key Cave is also one of only a few
caves inhibited by the gray bat. They roosis almost exclusively in caves and few than five percent
- of available caves are sw:ai:%c for gray bat occupation.

" The LEWCF was set up in 1954 as a fund derived primarily from offshore oil and gas
receipts to set aside fragile lands for all Americang,

.DQ]J
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: Stephanlie Hanna (Q) 202/208-64158
For Release: November 15, 15895 ' {H) 7Q3/751-8871

Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt today announced the
signing of an agreement with Mr. Frank Pagano, the Presidenc of
Koniag, Inc., an Alaska Native corporation, o protect nearly
60,000 acres of prime fish and wildlife habivav for hear, salmon,
hald eagles and other species on Kodiak Island in perpstuity.

"This agreement will protect important fish and wildlife
habitar and increase opportunities fox hunting, fishing and other
outdoor activities in the Kodiak Natiopal Wildlife Refuge,” .
Secretary Babbitt said. "This agresement marks another major step
forward te preserve the salmon resources found on the Island and
te help promote the restoration of important fish and wildlife
populaticns, following cthe Exxon Valdez oil spill of 188%.¢

Mr. Frank Paganc, President of Kenlag, Inc., signed on
behalf of the beard cof directors and sharehclders of Konilag,
Inc.,, one of thirteen Alaska Native regional corporations, which
were astaplished under the Alaska Native (laims Settlement Act.

‘ Secretary Babbitct, Assistant Secretary George T. Frampton,
Jr. and Mollie Beattie, Director of the U.§. Figh and Wildlife
Service, represented the Departmént at today's announcement
Ceramony.

Together, the agreemsnts protect nearly 60,000 acres of
land in perpetulity and an additional 60,000 acres under a six- |
vear congervation easement for a total cogt of $28.5 million, to
< ke paid from Bxxon-Valdez oil spill settlement funds.

The agreement will help implement the Final Restoration Plan
nf November 1394, which is designed to help guide efforts to
regtore natural resources injured by the 1989 Exxon Valdez oil
$pill in Prince William Sound and the northerm Gulf of Alaska.
The agreement complements agreements reached with twa other
Alagkan Native corpoerations signed earlier this year. Together,
the three agreements would protect approximately 210,000 acres
within the refuge boundary. . :

News teleass may be downtcaded fom the DOt Homepage a URL st fereen aage govidoV


http:secreta.ry

The Exxon Valdez 011 Spill Trustee (ouncil, consgisting of
thres fedsral and threse state repressntatives, administers the
5300 million ¢ivil settlement reached in 1591 with the Exxon
Corporacion., The 1989% Exxon Valdez oil apill injured populations
of sea bivds, sglmon and marine mammals. The agreement announced
roday is designed ro protect important habitar for species
indured by spill, iacluding pink salmon, sockeye galmon, pacxhlc
herring, bald eagles, river otter, sesa otters, marbled murrelets,
harlequin ducks, pigeon guillemots and harbor seals.

The agreements are the result of a strong partnarship
involving the Interior Department, State of Alagka and the
corporate leadership of Koniag, Inc.

The agreements also complement the State of Alaska's rescent
acguigition of lands on Afognak Island, which is north of Kodiak
Island in the Kodiak archipelago, and winhin the boundary of .
Kachemak Bay State Park on the Kenal Peninsula, near the zown of
Homer,

Upon final olosing of the sales, the lands, which are within
the boundaries of Kodiak National Wwildlife Refuge, will be added
to that refuge, as part of the National wWildlife Refuge System.
National wildlife Refuges are managed by the U.85. Figh and
Wildlife Service, an agency of the U.S. Department of the
Interior. .

«-BOI-
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FODIAE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REPUGE

in 1941, Pregident Franklin D. Roosevels eatablished
rhe Kodiak-Nacional Wildlife Re‘aga by executive order,
following the .recommendation of Secretary of the
Iinterior Harold Ickes. President Reosewalt established
the refuge "for the purpodge of protecting the natural
feeding and breeding range of the brown bears and other
wildlife on Uganik and Kodiak Islandg, Alaska."

Sport hunting groups, lead by the Boone and Crockett
Club, lcobbied to s#stablish the refuge in order to
protect the local population of krown bear. The Boone
and Crockett Club was craated by Theodore Roomevelr.

In 1958, the Eisenhower administration expanded the
refuge boundary to further protect the fish aﬂd
wildlife: babltau on the island,

in 1971, Congress Qassed the Alaaskan Native Claimg
Settlement Act {ANCSA) which created Native Alaskan
village corporations. BAKNCSA also authorized village
corporations Lo select nearby lands to extinguish
aboriginal land c¢laimg. On Keodiak, Native corporationg
were entitled vo select 310,000 .acres within the
boundary of the rafuge.

In 1980 the Alagsks Natlonal Intsregt Land Conservation
Act (ANILCA)} added additilonal lands to the refuge and
furcther expanded on the misaion of the refuge to:

-- Congerve fish and wildlife populations and
habitats in their natural diversity
including, but not limired vo, Xodiak brown
bears, salmonids, sea otters, sea lions and
sther marine mammals and migratory birds

--  Pulfill internacional tr&aty‘eblzgatzons of
the United States with respect to fish and
wildlife

- Provide the opportunity for continued
gubsistence uses by local regidents
consigtent with the primary purposes of the
r&fuga

- Ensure the maintenance of water quality and
necessary water quantity within the refuge to
congerve populations and habitats zn their
natural diversity.
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In addition to the provection of habitat far the
species indured by rthe 198% oil spill, the wildlife
rescurces gn the refuge include:
Brown. Bear - Subspecies Ursus arcros middendorféi
found only on Kodiak archipelago. Hodiak Island
population, estimated at 2,500 £o 3.000 animals,
ineludes some of the highest known densities of
brown bear in the world.

Salmon - All five Pacific salmon, including

king {chinook), red(sockeye), pink{humpback},
chum{dog) and silver(coho) are important sportfish
species. Up £o 70% of salmon taken commercially
in the Keodiak area come from refuge-based stocks,

Bald Eagle - More than 400 nesting pairs.

Marine Mammals - gray, sei, fin, minke, and
hurpback whaleg, harbor seal, Steller’'s sea lion,
gea ofter, killer whale, Dall and harbor porpoise.

Seabirds and Waterfowl - 1.5 million seabirds in
over 140 colonies and 150,000 ducks & geéss

overwinter on Kodiak bays, inlets and shores.

Navive lLand Manmals {6 species) - hrown éear,
ghort-tailed weasel, river ottey, tundra vole,
little brown bat, red fox. .

Introduced land Mammals - inciude Sitka black-
tailed deer (1920's), beaver, mountain goat,
snowshoe hare, Roosevelt elk (Afognak Island;.

All Bixds - Over 225 sighted species (including
seabirds and waterfowl).

Other Sportfish - Arctic char, Dolly Varden,
rainhow trout and steslhead. The Ayakulilk River
is one of the state’'s top king salmon, silver
galmon and steelhead sportfishing rivers.
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