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Subkject: Authority to lreate National Bivlogical Burvey

I understand that guestions have been raised about your autharity
to establish the National ‘Biclogical Survey. As we have discussed,
I believe the 3Bscretary has ample authority to do so. I have set
forth an explanaticn of that authority melow. T also discuss my -
cbservations on several other issues you may want to consider as we
assess how the Hational Biological Survey will operate within the
Department .

1. Hew Assiscs _ The positions of assistant
secretaries are created by statuta* Currently only six such
positions have been authorized, each under separate legislation,
(See attachment 1.} With the exception of 18 U.S.0. § 74ib(a),
which created the position of Assistant Secretary for Fish and
Wildlife, none of the Jegislation specifies the fungtions and
duties cof any assistant. ssacretary. The functions previously
delegated to any assistant secretary may be transferred by the
Secretary, as discussed kelow. The consolidatieon of the functions
of the NBS under an aaditional, or seventh, assistant secretary
¢annot be accomplished without new legisliation. )

2. §§Q§ﬁﬁ§iﬁﬁlmﬁxdﬁg& Undar Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1950

"and 43 U,85.C. §§ 1453a, 1454, you have the discretion as Becretary

to-assign duties and responsibilities to the assistant secretaries
as you seeg fit. Drganizational changes involving assistant
secretaries generally have been accomplished by Secretarial Order
{($.0.), An 8.0, is effective immediately but usually has a
temporary 1ife:; thus, it must be followed by permanent amendment of
the Departmental Manual (DM}. The 5.0. would define the
prganizational changes and speciiy the amendment of the OM that
mrust be accomplished. The Minerals Managenment Service was created
in this manner. {5e¢e Attachment 2.} Sgction 10% of the DM
contains the organizational provisions, while actual delegations to
the assistanc secretaries are provided in sectzons 205 and 209 of

the DH.

3. gggng:ixxmggmxz§n§;§xmxgn§§¢ The kind of r&or@anization to be

accomplished in creating the NBS -deces not constitute 2
reprogranming between accounts within an appropriation. Rather, it



v

iw' a transfer, which requires statutory authorization. Section §
of Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1950 is the statutory authority for
transferring unexpended balances between acgounts, so long as the
function 18 not a new one and is within the contemplated purposes

of the current appropriation. (See Attachment 3.} Clearly in this
case the essential function, biclogical research, is not new or
different. Rather, only its organizationzl addiess ‘will change.

Accordingly, we believe this kxind of transfer during the current
budget’y$ar is authorized by section 8 of Reorganization Plan No.

-

4. Establishment of a Science Advisor Pogition. As mentioned with

respect to assistant secretaries, your general authority permits
you to administer the Department and Reorganization Plan No. 3, to
agsign functions as you see fit. Just as Secretary Watt used an
S.0. to create the MMS under a Director, you c¢ould <reate or
realign a Sclence Advisor position in a similar manner and place
the NBS undar the direction of the advisor. Secretary andrus
appeinted a Science Advisor in his immediate-office, 'and so far as

we know, did not provide a "line” function to the position. :

5, gggggﬁlmggggigggiQQQ& it appears that the orqanizati&nal

changes necessary Lo create the WBS can be accomplished by §.0.
under existing statutory authority, so long as the RBS would be
placed under the jurisdiction of an existing assistant se«retary.
There is nothing in this apprecach, however, that would prevent
subsegquent administrations from reorganizing yet again. {For
example, the MMS could be eliminated by S.0. tomorrow.} oOnly if a
new assistant secretary were created with statutorily~defined
responsibilities that include the NBS would some true permanence be
extended. In view of the fact that only one of the current
assistant secretaries has statutoerily-prescribed responsibilities,
we cannct predict how likely such an enactment would be.

Please contact me at' 208-4423° if I can be of any additional
assistance. ’ ‘

imothy 8. Elliott
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ASSISTANT SECRETARIES - STATUTORY AUTHORITY

Euhhn;ihx
43 U.5.C. 1453

43 U.S.C. 1453

Sec. 3, Reofg'n
Plan #3 of .1950
(64 Stat.. 1262)

43 U.5.C. 1453a

16 U.S8.C. 742b(a)

Sec. 2, Reorg'n Plan 12
of 1966 (80 Stat.

(5 U.S.C. App.)

_ Former Titles

Mineral Readurces-_
Energy and Minerals -

HWater and Power Development

Water and Power Resources _
Congressional and Public Affairs
Congressional and Legislative Affairs

Public Land Management .
Land and.Water Resources

Adminiatrative Aasistant Secretary
Management and Budget

Management

Administration.and Management

L4

Fish, Wildlife, Parks & Marine Resources .

Water Pollution Control

Water Quality and Research
Programs .

Program Policy

Program Development and Budget

Attachment 1

Attachment 2
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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

Jaguary 19, 1982

Order do. 3071

Subject: Establishment of the Minerals Management 8oard and
the Minerais Management Service :

Sec. 1 Purpose. This order establiches a Minerals Management Board andg 2
Minerals Management Service which will be under the supervision of the
Under Secretary. The purpose of this action is to improve the management
of and orovide greater management oversignt and acesuntabitity for the
minerals related sctivities previcusiy carried out by the ﬁansﬂrva*‘sn
Division of the Geslogical Survey.

Sec, 2 Authgrity. This order 15 issued in accordance with the authority
provided oy Section 2 of Reorganizasion Plan Ho. 3 of 1350 (&4 Stat,
1262},

Sec. 3 Minerals Management Soard. There is hereby established a2 Minerais
Management 3oard #hich wiil pe chaired Dy the Under lecretary, Other
members of the Board will be the Assistant Secretar.--Energy and Minerals,
gnd the Assistant Segretary~-P0licy, Budgset and Ad~ -istration. The 3oar:
will supervise and oversee the operations of the Mi-zrais Management
Service sstablished in Section 4 of this order; dev:lnp a2ppropriate oolicy
and guidelines to implement Ine approved reccrmend2:ions and findinas of
the Commission on Fiscal Accountability of the Kation's Energy . Yesources:
and monitor program activities cirs¢ted toward the imorovement of the
royalty management origram.

Sec. 4 Minerals Managemenz Service. There i3 hereby established a

Mingrals Management Service wnose Uirector shali be under the supervision

of the Minerals Management Scard estabiished in Section 3 above. All of

the functions of the Conservation Division shall be exercised by the

Minerals Management Service. The name Conservation Division is abolished.

The Minerals Management Service will carry out the functions previcusly
sercised by the (onservation Division and implement sew policy and guidance

deveioped by the Minerals Management Board.

Sec. 5 Administrative Provisions. The Director, Geclogical Survey will
continue to provide administrative support (i.e., fiscal, personnel,
property, procurement, etc.) to the Minerals Management Service.

Sec. & Management Review. By Decembey 31, 1982, the Minerals Management
Board will conduct a review with the purpose of restructuring the Minerals

Attachment 2



United States Department of the Intenior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

May 10, 1882

Order No. 3071, Amendwent So. 1

Subdect: Establishment of the Minsrals Management Board and the Minerals
Management Service

Sections 1, 3, 4 and B af Secremfy 5 Order No. 3071, dated Janum“y 19, ...982,
are amendad to read as follows:

Sec. ] Purpose. This Ordéf establishes 3 Minerals Management Board and a
Minerals Management Service which will be under the supervision of the
Under Secretary. The purpose of this action is to: 1) improwve the
management of and previde greater management oversight and acooumtability
for the minerals-related activities previcusly carried out by the
Conservation Division of the U.S. Geological Survey; and 2) to eliminate
the fragmentation of OQuter Continental Shelf ((CS) activities by
consolidating the responsibility for (CS programs,

Sec 3. Minerals Management Board, There is hereby established a Minerals
¥anagement Board which will be chaired by the Under Secretary. Other
members of the Board will be the Assistant Secretary--Energy and '
Minerals, the Assistant Secretary—Land and Water Resources, the
Assistant Secretarymzn&xan Affairs and the Assistant Secretary--Policy,
Budget and Administra*i~  The board will supervise and oversee the ‘
operations of the Minerals Management Service established in Section 4 of
this Order; develop aﬁswgrzam wlicy and gquidelines to implement the
approved recommendations and findings of the Cowmission on Fiscal
Aa:x:olmtam}.lty of the Nation's Energy Resources; and monitor program
‘activities directed toward the improvement ©f the royalty management and

L8 programs.

Sec. 4  Minerals Management Service. There is hereby established a
Minerals Management Service whose Director shall ke under the supervision
of the Minerals Management Board established in Section 3 above. The
Minerals Management Service shall exercise all of the functicns of the
Conservation Pivision and all functions in direct support of the OQuter
Continental Shelf (OCS) program, including but not limjted to the '
following: all functions of the Office of (CS Program Coordination; all
functions related to the management of offshore energy and minerals
administered by the Bureau of Land Management; all functions in direct
support of the (CS program in the Geologic Division and the Office of the
Assistant Director for Resource Programs, U.S. Geological Survey, includ-
ing offshore oil and gas resources, energy-related hazards and marine
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Washington, D.C, 20240

e MAY !7=E££
Order No. 3163

Subject: | Organlzatxonal Preparations for the Cra&tion of the
Rational Biological Survey

Section 2. Purpese, I intend to establish, upon the eénactment of
the Department of the Interior and Related Agencles Appropriations
Act for Fiscal Year 13%4, a National Biclogical Survey {NBS). The
mission of the NBS will be to consolidate and enhance existing
biclogical research asctivities within the Department, to gather,
analyze and disseminate the bislogical information nacessary for
the wise stewardship of our MNation’s natural resources, and to
foster understanding of biological systems and the benefits they
provide to soclety. This Order is intended to facilitate the
organizational restructuring that will occur upon the establishment
of the NBS.

Section 2. Authority, This Order is issued in accordance with the
authority provided in sections 2 and 5 of reorganization Plan No.
3 of 1950 (64 Stat. 1262), 43 U.S5.C. § 1451 note.

Section 3. Organiza .. The NBS, when established,

will report to the &ssistant secratary for Fish and Wildlife and
Parks. For this reason, the Assistant Secretary for Fish and
Wildlife and Parks will be responsible for taking the actions
necessary to prepare for the establishment of the KBES. These
actions include, but are not limited to, procurement and gersonnél
matters, provided that neither proc&ramaﬁt nor personnel actions of
the NBS may become effective prior to the establishment of the NBS.
Subject to existing laws and regulations and applicable
veprogramming oguidelines, the bureaus that will be providing
portions of their organizations to the NBS are hereby directed to
make available to the Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife
and Parks such records, property, personnel, and appropriations as
the Agsistant Secretary deems necessary to prepare for the
establishrment of the NBS. Furtheyr, the Assistant Secretary -
Policy, Management and Budget will provide assistance regquested by
the Assistant Secretary for Fish and wWildlife and Parks in support
of this Order, '

Section 4. Effective Date, This Order is effective immediately:
Its provisions will remain in effect until superseded, amended, or

/”92/5%%

Secyetary of the Interior

|

- United States Department of the Interior Abm
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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECEETARY
Wachingon, T, 20240

ORDER NO. 3173
Subject: Establishment of the National Biological Survey

Sec. 1 Purpose. The purpose of this Order is 10 establish the National Biological Survey
under the supervision of the Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks. The

“mission of the National Biological Survey is wo gather, analyze, and disseminate the biological

information necessary for the sound stewardship of our Nation’s natural resources and to
foster understanding of biological systems and the benefits they provide to society. To
accomplish this mission, the National Biological Survey will 1) perform research in support

“of bmiagxml resource management; 2) inventory, monitor, and report on the status and

trends in the Nation's biotic resources; and 3) develop the ability and resources to transfer

_ the information gained in research and monitoring to resource managers and to others

concerned with the care, use, and conservation of the Nation’s resources. This Order
supersedes Order No. 3165, Organizational Preparations for the Creation of the National
Bialogical Sizm:y, issued on May 17, 1993

Sec. 2 Authority. This Order is issued in accordance with the authority provided by Sections
2 and 5 of Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1950 (64 Stat, 1262: 5 U.S.C. App.).

Sec. 3 Ex e ; ns. The National Biological Survey (NBS) is
hereby &stabhshe(i Fzm::tmns nccessary 1o pcrfarm the mission of the NBS are transferred
1o the NBS from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Park Service, Bureau of Land
Management, Minerals Management Service, Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and
Enforcement, U.S. Geological Survey, and Bureau of Reclamation.

Sec. 4 Organization. The Director of the NBS shall be under the supervision of the
Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks. The NBS shall consist of the following
functional components:

a. The Office of the Director, with a Deputy Director and an Executive Secretary
to a2 Science Board and a Policy Board. .

. ' .
b. The Office of External Affairs, with Divisions of Congressional Affairs, Public
Affairs, and International Affairs, and a Controlied Correspondence Staff.

<. The Office of the Assistant Director for Budget and Administration, with an
Office of Equal Opportunity Programs; Divisions of Personnel Management, Management
Assistance, Budget, Finance, and Procurement; and a Safety Staff.



d. The Office of the Assistant Director for Research, with Divisions of
Cooperative Research, Species Biology, Population Dynamics, and Ecosystems Research,

£, The Office of the Assistant Director for Information and Technology Services,
with Divisions of Information Management, and Information and Technology Transfer.

f. The Office of the Assistant Director for Inventory and Monitoring, with
Divisions of Ecosystem kInventory and Assessment; Population Inventory and Monitoring; and
Inventory, Standards and Protocol Developiment.

£ Western, Mid-Continent, Southern and Eastern Ecoregions, each to be
directed by a Regiona) Director reporting to the Office of the Director,

h. Cooperative Research Units reporting to the Division of Cogperative Research
within the Office of the Assistant Director for Research.

i. Research Centers reporting to a Regional Director.
j Other headquarters components and field units to be established by the
Director.

Sec. 5 Delegations. The Director of the NBS is delegated, through the Assistant Secretary
for Fish and Wildlife and Parks, the administrative and program management authority
necessary to implement the mission of the NBS. This delegation is subject to the limitations
contained in Part 200 of the Departmental Manual.

Sec. 6 Administrative Provisions. The Assistant Secretary - Policy, Management and Budget
will take appropriate steps to transfer the personnel, funds and property necessary to
implement this Order. The Director of the NBS will enter into any necessary agreements
~ with other bureaus and offices of the Departinent of the Interior for the provision of any

administrative support functions which the NBS will not provide within its own organization,

Sec. 7 Eifective Date. This Order is effective upon establishment of budget authority for
the National Biological Survey, either through enactment of the Department of the Interior
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 1994 or an appropriate Continuing
Resclutian, but not before QOctober 1, 1993, - This Order will remain in effect until its
provisions are converied to the Departnental Manual or unti] it is amended, superseded or
revoked, whichever comes first. In the absence of the foregoing actions, the provisipns of
this Order will terminate and be considered obsolete on October 1, 1994,

Secretary of the Interior

Date: s5pp 29 1993

i
by



Uluted States Departmeni Qf the Intermr

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINOTON, D 20240

ORDER NO. 3173, Amendment 1 . . -
Subject: Establishment of the National Bzi}ioglcal Survey

" Section 7 of Secretary’s Order No. 3173, &awd Seplember 29, 19‘}3 is amcndcd
1o read as follows: X

Sec. 7 Effective Date. This Order is effectivé immediately. Its provisions shall
remain in effect until they are converted to the Departmental Manual, or until

it is amended, superseded, or revoked, whichever occurs first. In the absence of
the foregoing actions, however, this Order will terminaté and be considered

obsolete on March 31, 1995,
?MM

Secretary of the Interior

baz;:: SEP 2§ 954 |
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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, D.C. 20240

ORDER NG. 3173, Amendment No. | Amended material italicized
SIGNATURE DATE: September 29, 1994
Subject: Establishment of the National Biological Survey

Sec. 1 Purpose. The purpose of this Order is to establish the National Biclogical Survey under the
supervision of the Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks. The mission of the National
Biological Survey is to gather, analyze, and disseminate the biological information necessary for the
sound stewardship of our Nation's natural rescurces and 1o foster understanding of biological systems
and the benefits they provide to society. To accomplish this mission, the National Biological Survey will
13 perform research in suppont of biclogical resource management; 2} inventory, monitor, and report on
the status and trends in the Nation's biotic resources; and 3) develop the ability and resources to transfer
the information gained in research and monitoring to resource managers and fo others concerned with
the care, use, and conservation of the Nation's resources. This Order supersedes Order No, 31685,
Organizational Preparations for the Creation of the National Biological Survey, issued on May 17, 1993,

See. 2 Authority. This Order is issued in accordance with the autherity provided by Sections 2 and 5 of
Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1950 {64 Stat. 1262: 3 UL.S.C. App.).

Sec. 3 Establishment and Transfer of Functions. The National Biclogical Survey (NBS}) is hercby
established. Functions necessary to perform the mission of the NBS are iransferred to the NBS fromt the
1.8, Fish and Wildlife Service, National Park Service, Bureau of Land Management, Minerals
Management Service, Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement, U.S. Geological Survey,
and Bureau of Reclamation,

Sec. 4 Organization. The Director of the NBS shall be under the supervision of the Assistant Secretary
for Fish and Wildlife and Parks. The NBS shall consist of the following functional components:

a. The Office of the Director, with a Deputy Director and an Executive Secretary to a Science Board and
a Policy Board.

b. The Office of External Affairs, with Divisiens of Congressional Affairs, Public Affairs, and
International Affairs, and a Controlied Correspondence Stafft.

¢. The Office of the Assistant Director for Budget and Administration, with an Office of Equal
Opportunity Programs; Divisions of Personnel Management, Management Assistance, Budget, Finance,
and Procurement; and a Safety Staff,

d. The Office of the Assistant Director for Research, with Divisions of Cooperative Research, Species
Biclogy, Population Dynamics, and Ecosystemns Research,

¢. The Office of the Assistant Director for Information and Technology Services, with Divisions of
Information Management, and Information and Technology Transfer. :

1of2 &24/91 7113 AM
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f. The Office of the Assistant Director for Inventory and Monitoring, with Divisions of Ecosystem
Inventory and Assessment; Population Inventory and Monitoring; and Inventory, Standards and Protocol
Development.

g. Western, Mid-Continent, Southern and Eastern Ecoregions, each to be directed by a Regional Director
reporting to the Office of the Director,

h. Cooperative Research Units reporting to the Division of Cooperative Research within the Office of
the Assistant Director for Research,

i, Research Conters reporting to a Regional Director.
3 Other headquarters components and field units {o be established by the Director,

Sec. § Delegations. The Director of the NBS 1s delegated, through the Assistant Secretary for Fish and
Wildlife and Parks, the administrative and program management authority necessary to implement the
mission of the NBS. This delegation is subject to the lxmziazzzzns contained in Part 200 of the
Departmental Manual.

Sec. 6 Administrative Provisions. The Assistant Secretary - Policy, Management and Budget will take
appropriate steps to fransfer the personnel, funds and property necessary to implement this Order. The
Director of the NBS will enter into any necessary agreements with other bureaus and offices of the
Department of the Interior for the provision of any administrative support functions which the NBS will
not provide within its own organization,

Sec. 7 Effective Date. This Order is effective immediately. Its provisions shall remairn in effect until
they are converted to the Departmensal Manual, or untii it is amended, superseded, or revoked,
whichever ocenrs first, In the absence of the foregoing actions, however, this Order will terminate
and be considered obsolete on March 31, 1995,

8/ Bruce Babbitt

Secretary of the Interior

SO#31TIAL 9729794
Replaces #3173 9/29/93

Zof2 6724797 113 AM



Uniteéd States Deparunentof the Interior
‘ OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY |
Wishingoo, DU R TH]

ORDER NO. 3185 -
Subject: Mission and Activities of the Nationat Biological Service

Sec. 1. Purpose. The purpca:se'of this Order is to set forth the mission and activities of the
National Biological Survey and to reflect accurately that mission by changing the name to
National: Biolopical Service, -This Order supersedes Order No. 3173, Establishment of the
National Biological Survey, issued on Septembar 29, 1993, and ammécé on S{,pt@:mbu 2‘;}

1994, toy

Sec. 3 Aath&rziv This Order is zssued in accordance. with-the authority provided by Sections
2 am% 3 of Reorgamzaim Plan No. 3 of 1950 (64 Stat. 1262; 5 U.S.C. App)

Sec. 3.7 Namg C?zzmg‘ 2. The name {}f Qze Natzcnal Bidlogical Surw:} 18 hereby (.hdnged o
. National Biclogical Service (NBS)L ’ : :

Sec. 4, Fv}isswn N&S is an zaciepeném{ émreau devoted to prﬁwdmg quality biological
science. The mission of the NBS is to work with othérs te provide the setentific understanding .
and technologies needed to support the sound management and conservation of our Nation’s
biological resources. The primary role of the NBS is to meet the biclogical rescarch needs of
other organizations within the E}epartment of the Interior, Qiiwr Federal agendies, States, local
entities, Tribes, and private and nonprofit users. :

Sec. 5. Organization. The current organization struchwre remains in effect.

Sec. 6. Relationship of the NBS 1o States and Other Organizations,

8. 'ﬂw NBS is primarily responsible for accomplishing biological research arzd
collecting, ‘malyzmg and d1ssemmatmg the biological information: needed by the Interior
Department and other Federal agencies to meet responsibilities related to the sound
maaagemmf of the Mation’s resources, including specific responsibilities for trust specms _

b States have significant resource management rcspmwibilities, including specics other
than those entrusted to the Federal government. Also, they hold much of the information
necessary to understand important resource issues. NBS will work with States to understand
the biological resource issues and share data, working with them to establish common protocols
and standards for data collection, analysis, and dissemination. '

¢. The NBS will seek ddvice. from relevant Federal agencies, States, nongovernment .
organizations voncerned with natural résources, a.nd pmfe‘iszerzai and sciehitific associations in |
setting priorities for, bzo ogical research. -


http:accordan.ce

Sec. 7. Private Property Access. NBS employees are required 1o ohmin:psrmibsien from the
land owner, lessee, or other lawful occupant before undertakmg} any work on pnvata fand. No

new surveys will be initiated on private land without the prior written permission of the land

owner. There will be no charge for any daia collected on private property that is prcwidcd to
the land owner, lessee, or other lawful occupant upon his or her request.

"

‘Sec. 8. Yoluntecrs ' NBS uses only trained and qmi;{' ed volunteers, No NBS veimzegr may

enier private property unless authorized by an NBS supervisor with the approval of the land
owner, lessee or other tawful océupant.  All information collected by NBS volunteers will be
verified by the supervzsur or anather qualif‘ ed NBS employce. -

Scc. 9. Peer Review. Rigorous scientific peer revicw is critical to the mission of the NBS.

. NBS requires peer review for all scientific publications and research plans.

Sec: 10. Delegations. The Director of the NBS is delegated, through the Assistant . Secretary
for Fish and Wildlife and Parks, the administrative and program nanagement authority
necessary (0 zmpl:,ment the mission of the NBS, This delegation is Siﬁ)j&CE to the limitations
cantamcni in Part 200 of the Department Manual.

See. 11 ‘Effective Date.. This Order is &ffecﬁive immediately and will remain in effect untif its

provisions are converted to the ‘.Z)e;}az*tmmtai Manual or until it is amended, superseded or
revoked, whichever comes first. In the absence of the foregoing action, the provisions of this '
Order will terminate and be considered obsolete on September 30, 1996,

H

. ‘ : " Secretary of the Interior
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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, 3.C. 20240

ORDER NO. 3202
SIGNATURE DATE: September 30, 1996

Subject: Transfer of the National Biological Service to the ULS. Geological Survey as a new
Bislogical Resources Division . wm o a

Sec. 1 Purpose. The purpose of this Order is to consohidate the scientific research functions of the
Department of the Interior by transferring the National Bislogical Service (NBS) to the ULS. Geological
Survey and renaming NBS as the Biological Resources Division,

Sec. 2 Autherity. This Order is issued under the authority provided by Sections 2 and 5 of
Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1950 {64 Stat 1262; 5 U.S.C. App), as amended; and is consistent with
Congressional direction contained in Public Law 104-134.

See. 3 Transfer of Organization and Functions. The National Biological Service is transferred to the
U.8. Geological Survey (USGS) and renamed the Biological Resources Division (BRD). The aission of
the BRD is to work with others to provide the scientific understanding and technologies needed to-.

) 'xsupport the sound management and conservation of our Nation's biclogical resources. The BRIYs

primary role is o meet the biological science needs of other bureaus within the Department of the
Interior, as well as those of the States, other Federal agcrzcms lozal governments, iribes and private and
non-profit organizations, T - T

Sec. 4 Organtzation of the Biological Resources Division,
a, Headquarters Organization. The BRI is headed by the Chief Biologist, who reports to the Director of
the USGS, The following positions report to the Chief Biologist: Deputy Chief Biologist, Associate

Chief Biologist, Assistant Chief for Information, Assistant Chief for Operations; and Chief, Cooperative
Units,

b. Field Structure. The BRD is divided into three regions conforming with the regional structure of the

JUSGS. Each region is headed by a regional chief biologist, reparting to the Chief Biologist. Ressarch

center directors report to the regional chief biologist of the region within which they are geographically
located. The cooperative untts report to the Chief of Cooperative Units through three field supervisors.

Sec. 5 Delegations. Subject to the limitations contained in Part 200 of the Deparimental Manual, the
Director, USGS, is delegated, through the Assistant Secretary - Water and Science, all programmatic and
adminisirative authority necessary to carry out the mission and functions of BRD.

Sec. & Adminisirative Provisions. The Assistant Secretary - Water and Science, working with the
Assistant Secretary - Policy, Management and Budget as necessary, will ensure that appropriate steps are
taken o transfer the personnel, records and property necessary o implement this Order. Unless
otherwise modified, all agreements, contracts, and other documents committed to by the National
Riclogical Service remain in effect and will be honored by the USGS/BRD.

See. 7 Effective Date. This Order is effective October 1, 1996, and will remain in effect until its
provisions are converted to the Departmental Manuat or until it is amended, superseded or revoked,
whichever comes first. In the absence of the foregoing actions, the provisions of this Order will
terminate and be considered obsolete on October 1, 1997,

GI24/97 110 AM
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/s/ Bruce Babbitt
Secretary of the Interior
S0#3202 9/30/96

Replaces SO#3183 1/5/95
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