
United States Department of the Interior 

OFtIer. Of THE SO:JC:TOR 

~),AY \ I IS93 

Memorandum 

To: Chief of staff 

From: Acting Solicitor 

Subject~ Authority to ~reate National Biological Survey 

I understand that questions have been raised about your authority 
to establish,the National "Biological Survey. As we have discussed, 
I believe the Sect'etary has ample authority to do so. I have set 
forth an explanatio:l of that authority below. I also discuss my 
observations on several other issues you may want to consider as we 
assess how the National Biological Survey will operate within the 
:>epart:ner,t " 

1. ~~ssistant SecretQr~. The positions of assistant 
secretaries are created by statute. Currently only six' such 
positions have been authori2cd r each under separate legislation. 
(See Attachment 1.) With the exception of 16 U.S.C. § 742b(a}, 
which created the position of Assistant Secretary for Ffsh and 
Wildlife I none of the legislation specifies, the functions and 
d.uties of any assistant, secretary. The functions" previously 
delegated to any assistant secretary may be transferred by the 
Secretary, as discussed below. The consolidation of the functions 
of the NBS under an additional, or seventh. assistant se~retary 
cannot be 'accomplished without new legislation. 

2. ~etaki~l Order. Onder Reorganization Plan No. J of 1950 
- and 4) U.S.C. §§ 145Ja, 1454, you have the discretion as Secretary 
to,assign duties and responsibilities to the assistant secretaries 
as you see fit. organizational changes involving assistant 
secretaries generally have been accomplished by secretarial Order 
(S.O.). An s.o. is effective immediately but usually has a 
temporary life; thus, it must be followed by permanent amendment of 
the Departmental Manual (DM). The s.o. would define the 
organizational changes and specify the amendment of the OM that 
must be accomplished. The Minerals Management Service was created 
in this !nanner. (See Attachment 2.) section 109 of the OM 
contains the organizatIonal provisions, while actual delegations to 
the assistanc s~cretari9s are provided in sections 205 and 209 of 
the OM. 

). AuthQrity._tc Tr'ansfer funds. The kind of reorganization to be 
accomplished in creating the NBS' does not· constitute a 
reprogramming between accounts within an appropriation. Rather, it 



is' a transfer, which requires statutory authorization. Section 5 
of Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1950 is the statutory authority for 
transferring unexpended balances between accounts, $0 long as the 
function is not a new one and is within the contemplated purposes 
of the current appropriation. (See Attachment 3.) Clearly in this 
case the essential function, biological research, is not new or 
different. Rather, only its organizational add~~~$'will change~ 
Accordingly, we beli~ve this kind of transfer during the current 
budget year is authorized by section 5 of Reorganization Plan No. 
3. ' 

4. Establisbment,of'a science Advisor Position. As mentioned with 
re'spect to assistant secretaries your general authority permitsr 

you to administer the Department and Reorganization Plan No. J r , to 
assign ~unctions as you see fit. Just. as Secretary Watt used an 
5.0. to create the M':MS under a Director, you could create or 
realign a Science Advisor pOSition in a similar manner and place 
the NBS under the direction of the advisor. secretary Andrus 
appointed a Science Advisor in his i~ediate·office, 'and so far as 
we know, did 'not provide a "linell function' to the posit.ion. 

5. ~n~r:al Observations. It appears that the organizational 
changes necessary to create the HBS can be acco~plished by S.O. 
under existing statutory authority, so long as the NBS would be 
placed under the' jurisdiction of an existing assistant secretar;i" 
There is nothing in this approach, however" that would prevent 
subsequent administrations from reorganizing yet aqain. (For 
example, the MMS could be eliminated by s.o. tomorrow.) only if a 
new assistant secretary, were created with s~atutorily-defined 
responsibilities that include the NaS would some true permanence be 
extended. In view of the fact that 'only one of the current 
assistant secretaries has'statutorily-prescribed responsibilities, 
we cannot pre~ict how likely such an enactment would be~ 

Please contact me at 208-4423' if I can be of any additional, 
assistance ~ " 

~... 

//-­
, timothy s; Elliott 

't:tachments 
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I\SSISTIINT SECRETIIRIES - STIITUTORY IIUTHORITY 

, 
, 

.Current Title Authority 	 Former Titles 

NWS 	 43 U. S. C. 1453 Mineral Resources 
~ 

Energy and Minerals " ..., E" 
~ III 43 U. S. C. 1453 	 Water and Power Development
I. 	 Water and Power Resources 

Congressional and Public Affairst Congressional and LegislativeAffai rs 

r. ..."r:.. " . LMM Sec. 3, Reorg'n Public Land Management 	 \

• 	 Plan 13 of .1950 Land and,Water Resources 
(64 Stat •. 1262) 

~;... PBII 43 U.S.C; l453a 	 Administrative Assistant Secretary
:i: 

Man~gem-ent and Budget 
~.- Management 

Administration.and Management 
,, 

fW 	 16 U.S.C. 742b(a) Fish, Wildlife, Parks 'Marine Resources 

TIll 	 Sec. 2, Reorg'n Plan 12 Water Pollution Control 

of 1966 (BO Stat.l60B) Water Quality and Research 

(5 U.S.C. IIpp.) 	 Programs 

Program POlicy 
Program Development and Budget• 	 , 

I 

, 	 I 
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United States Department of the Interior 

OFF1CE OF THE SECRET.".R Y 

WASHll"GTO:<, D.C. 202<0 


Jauuary 19, 1982 

Order No. 	 :'071 

Subject: 	 Es.tablishment of the Minerals Manage"ment Soard and 

the Minerais Management Service 


Sec. 1 Purpose.' This order establishes a Minerals Management Soard a.nd a 
Minerals Management Service whic.h wi11 be ;,mder'the supervision of the 
Und~r S"ecretary. The ptJrpose of thi s act~on is to impreve the management 
of and provide greater manc~ement oversignt and accountability for the 
minerals related activities previous.:y carried out by the Conservat~on 
Division of the GeOlogical Survey. 

Sec. 2 A~t~oritv. This or:er is issued in acc~rdance with the aut~ority 
provided 0/ Sec"tion 2 of Reorganiza~ion Plan No.3 of 1950 (54 Stat. 
1 Z5Z). 

Sec. 3 M~nerals Mar.aoe:,;ent Soare. ihere is hereby established a :-I~ner'als 
."Ianagement aoard 'ffhiCh '110"111 oe cnaired by Jhe Unde: 5ecretary, O:her 
membet''S of the Soard will be the Assistant Secretar:--:ne:rgy and Minerals. 
and the Assistant $ecre!ary--?olicy, Budget and Ac- ~~stra~ion. ihe 30e~: 
w111 suoer'lise and. oversee the operat~ons of the f'I:: ,~,.a!s Manasement 
Service esta~lished in Section 4 of this order; de\;~op eporopriate ;>olic, 
and guidennes to implement :he ap;:>roved rec::r.mend2::ons and findbgs of 
the Corrmission 0.:1 F'iscal Accountat.':lity of the'riation's Energy,P,eS\),.H'ces~ 
and monitor program .activities directed t.:)ward the ~;';1or:)vement of the 
royalty management program. 

Sec. 4 Minerals Manaq~~en~·Service. ihere is hereby established a 
Minef'al s Management Service wnose Director shall be IJnder the supervision 
Q'f the Minerals Management Soard established in Sectlon 3 abQve. All of 
the functions of the Conservation Division shall be exercised ~y the 
Minerals Management Service. The name· Conservation Division is abolished. 
The Minerals Management Service will carry out the functions previously 
.;ercised by the Conservation Division and implement new policy and guidance 

developed by the Minerals Management Board. 

Sec. 5 Aaninistrative Provisions. The Dfrector. Geological Survey will 
continueto pn3vide administrative support {1.e., fiscal. personnel l ' 

propert~ procurement. etc.} to the Minerals Management Service. 

Sec. 5 Management Review. By December 31. 1982. the Minerals Management 
Board w111 conduct a review with the purpose of restructuring the Minerals 

Attachment 2 



United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRET.'.RY 


WASHINGTOi'i. D.C. 20240 


May 10, 1982 

Order No. 	 3071, Amend::...nt No. 1 

Subject: 	 Establishrrent of the Minerals Managerrent Board and the t-I'J.nerals 
M.ar1atJeme.nt SetV ice 

Sect.ior.s 1, 3, 4 and 5 of secretary's order Nc>. 3071 1 dated January 19, 1982, 
are amended to read as follo.otS~ 

.sec. 1 Pu.r-oose. This Otoet establishes a Minerals Managerrent Soard Mxi a 
Minerals Y.anagement Service which will be under the supervisicn of the 
Under secretary~ The pur::;ose -of this action is to: 1) imprOlJe the 
management of and pre.-ide greater ~ent oversight am ao::x::xmtability 
for the minerals-related activities previously carried out by the 
Conser·",tion Divisico of the O.S. Geological Survey; and 2) to eliminate 
the fragrrentation of OUter Conti.~ental 5:'leU (OCS) activities t:1y 
c::noolidating the responsibility for OCS programs. 

Sec 3. Minerals Managem';mt Board. There is hereby established a Minerals 
l'.."age\l)en~ Boa.:d "",ich "ill be chaired t:1y the Under Secretary. Other 
~rs of the soard will be the Assistant Secretary-:ene[9Y and . 
Minerals, the Assistant Secretary-Land arrl Water Resources, the 
Assistant 5ecretary-lnCian· Affairs and the Assistant secretary-Policy, 
,Bt:iJget a."1:d Administ.. ;:o ...,~....... The b:lard will supervise and oversee the 
operations of the Minerals M.anager:rent Service established in section 4 o,f 
this Order; develop awropriate ""liey and guidelines to implement the 
approved reo::mnendations and findings of the carmission on Fiscal 
AcccuntaDility of the Natioo's Energy Resources: and m::.nitor' prC9ram 
'activities directed t,,",",,"d the impr"".....nt of the royalty manag.....nt and 
. OCS programs. 

sec. 4. Minerals Mana9enent Service. There is heret:1y established a 
Minerals ~t Service whose Director shall be tlI'lder the supervisioo 
of the Minerals Manag....nt Board established in Section 3 llbalre. '!"he 
Minerals ~t Service shall exercise all of the flmCticos of the 
Conservation Division and all functions in direct suppxt of the CUter 
Ccotinental Shalf (cx:s) program, including rot not limited to the 
following' all functions of the Office of OCS Program Coordination; all 
funct.lcos related to the """'09ement of offshore energy and minerals 
administered t:1y the Bureau of Land Managenent: all functions in direct 
sUJ;P"I't of the OCS program in tha Geologic Divisicn and the Office of the 
Assistant Director fa,,: ReSOJrce Programs. U~S. Geol.ogica1 survey t includ­
ing offshbre oil and gas resources, energy-related hazards and marine 
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United States Department of the Interior 
. . 

OFRCE OF THE SECRETARY 
W.Jbington, D,C, 2{)240 

MAY I 7 1993 
01;der No. 316.5 

Subject: . Organizational Preparatjons for the Creation of the 
National Biological Survey 

section 1. Purpose. I intend to establish, upon the enactment of 
the Depart~ent of the Interior and Related A9cncies Appropriations 
Act for Fiscal Year 1994 , a National Biological Survey (NBS)~ The 
mission of the NBS will be to consolidate and enhance existing 
biological research activities within the Department, to gather, 
analyze and disseminate the biological information necessary for 
the wise stewardship of our Nation's natural resources, 'and to 
foster understanding of biological systems and the benefits they 
provide to society. This Order is intended to facil! tate the 
organiza.tional restructuring that will occur upon the establishment 
of ttl,;> NBS. 

Section 2. AythQrit;::.:.I This Order is issued in accordance with the 
authority provided in sections 2 and 5 of reorganization Plan No. 
3 of 1950 (64 stat. 1262), 43 U.S.C. § 1451 note. 

section J. Organizational Preparation. The NBS, when established, 
will report to the Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and 
Parks. For this reason, the Assistant Secretary for Fish and 
wildlife and Parks will be responsible for taking the actions 
necessary tel prepare' for the establishment of the NBS.. These 
actions include, but are not limited to, procurement and personnel 
matters I pro',ided that neither procurement nor personnel actions of 
the NBS may become effective prior to the establishment of the NBS~ 
Subject to existing laws and regulations and applicable 
reprogramming guidelines, the bureaus that will be providing 
portions of their organizations to the NBS are hereby directed to 
make available to the Assistant Secretary for Fish and wildlife 
and Parks such records, property, personnel, and appropriations as 
the Assistant Secretary deems necessary to prepare for the 
establishment of the NBS. Further, the Assistant Secretary .... 
Policy, Management and Budget will provide assistance requested by 
the Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks in support 
of this order~ 

Section 01\. ,gffectiye Date. This Order is effective immediately~ 
Its provisions will remain in effect until superseded, amended, or 
revoked. 

~~~ 

secretary of the Interior 



United States Department of the Interior 

OffiCE Of THE SECRETARY 

Washmg1:<tn. D.C. 202,,0 


ORDER NO. 3173 

Subject: Establishment of the National Biological Survey 

Sec. I Pumose. The purpose of this Order is 10 establish the National Biological Survey 
.under the supervision of the Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks. The 
'mission of the Natiooa1 Biologkal ~urvey is lO gatnerl analyze, and disseminate the biological 
information necessary for the sound stewardship of our Nation's natural resources and- to 
foster understanding of biological systems and the benefits they provide to society. To 
accomplish this mission, the National Biological Survey willI) perform research in support 

. of biological resource man'agemenii 2) inventory~ monitor, and report on ,~he status and 
trends in the Nation's biotic resources; and 3) develop the ability and resources to transfer 
tbe information gained' in research and monitoring to resource managers and to others 
concerned with the care, use, and conservation of the Nation'. resources. This Order 
supersedes Ord,r No. 3165, Organizational Preparations for the Creation of the National 
Biological Survey, issued on May 17, 1993. 

Sec. 2 Authority. This Order is issued in accordance with the authority provided by Sections 
2 and 5 of Reorganization Plan No.3 of 1950 (64 Stat. 1262: 5 U.S.c. App.). 

Sec. 3 Establishment and Transfer of Function~. TheNational Biological Survey (NBS) is 
hereby established. Functions necessary to perform the mission of the NBS are transferred 
to the NBS from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Park Service, Bureau of Land 
Managemen~ Minerals Management Service, Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and 
Enforcement, U.s. Geological Survey, and Bureau of Reclamation. 

Sec. 4 Organi7.aljon. The Director of the NBS shall be under the supervision of the 
Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks. The NBS shall consist of the following 
functional components: 

." 
a. The Office of the Director, with a Deputy Director and an Executive Secretary 

to a Seience Board and a Policy Board. . 

- I . 
b. The Office of External Affairs, with Divisions of CongreSSional Affairs, Public 

Affairs, and International Affairs, and a Controlled Correspondence Staff. 

c. The Office of the Assistant Director for Budget and Administration, with an 
Office of Equal Opportunity Programs; Divisions of Personnel Management, Management 
Assistance, Budget, Finance, and Procurement; and a Safety Staff. 



d. The Office of the Assistant Dir~ctor for Researcht with Divisions of 
Cooperative Researchl Species Biology, Population Dynamics, and Ecosystems Research. 

e. The Office of the Assistant Director for Information and Technology Services, 
with Divisions of Information Management, and Information and Technology Transfer. 

f. The Office of the Assistant· Director for inventory and Monitoring. with 
Divisions ofEcosystem Inventory and Assessment; Population Inventory and Monitoring; and 
Inventory, Standards ".d Protocol DevelopmenL 

g. Western, Mid·Continent, Southern and Eastern Ecoregions, each to be 
directed by a Regional Director reporting to the Office of the Director. 

h. Cooperative Research Units reporting to the Division of Cooperative Research 
within the Office of the Assistant Director for Research. 

l Research Centers reporting to a Regional Director. 

j. Other headquarters components and field units to be established by the 
Director. 

Sec. 5 pelegations. The Director of the NBS is delegated, through the Assistant Secretary 
for Fish and Wildlife and Parks, the administratiVe and program management authority 
necessary to implement the mission of the NBS. This delegation is subject to lhe limitations 
contained in Part 200 of the Departmental Manual. 

Sec. 6 .Administrative Provisions. The Assistant Secretary ~ PoliCy, Management and Budget 
will take appropriate steps to tramfer the personnel, funds and property necessary to 
implement this Order. The Director of the NBS will enter into any necessary agreements 
with other bureaus and offices of the Department of the Interior for the provision of any 
administrative support functiom wllich the NBS will not provide within its own organization. 

Sec. 7 Elfective Date. This Order is effective upon establishment of budget authority for 
the National Biological Survey, either through enactment of the Department of the Interior 
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 1994 or an appropriate Continuing 
Resolution, but not before October I, 1993.. This Order will remain in effect until its 
provisions are converted to the Departmental Manual or until it is amended, superseded or 
revoked, wllichever comes first. In the absence of the foregoing actions, the provisipm of 
this Order will terminate and be comidered obsolete on October I, 1994. 

~ .~ 
Secretary of the Intenor 

Date: SEP 29 1993 

.'. 

.\ 
I 



United States Department of the I~teri~r 
OFFICE Or' TilE SECRETARY 


WASHINGTO:V. D,C. 20240 


ORDER NO. 3173, Amendment I 

Subject: Establishment of the Ninlonai Biological Survey 

. Section 7 of Secretary's Order NO.3 173, dated September 29, 1993, is' amended 
to read as .follows: . . , . 

. . 
Sec. 7 ,Effectjvt~ Date: This, Order is effective immediately. Its provisions s'hall 
remain in effect untB they are converted to Hie Departmental Manual, or until 
it is amended, superseded, or revoked, whiche'ver occurs first. 'In the absence of 
the foregoing actions, however. this Order will termin~te and' be c!?nsidered 
obsolete on March 31, 1995. 

~... "'. 

Secretary of the Interior 

Date: S8l 29 1994 
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United! States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 


Washington, D.C. 20240 


ORDER NO. 3173, Amendment No. I Amended ma/erwl italicized 

SIGNATURE DATE: September 29, 1994 

Subject: Establishmenl of the National Biological Survey 

Sec. 1 Purpose. The purpose of this Order is to establish the National Biological Survey under the 
supervision of the Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks, The mission of the National 
Biological Survey is to gather. analyze, and disseminate the biological information ne(:CSSary for the 
sound stewardship of our Nation's natural resources and to foster Wlderstanding ofbiological systems 
and the benefits they provide to society, To accomplish this mission, the National Biological Survey witl 
I} perform research in support ofbioiogical resource management; 2) inventory, monitor, and report on 
the status and trends in the Nation1s biotic resources; and 3) develop the ability and resources to transfer 
the information gained in research and monitoring to resource managers and to others concerned v.--ith 
the care. use, and conservation of the Nation!s resources. This Order supersedes Order No.3 J65 j 
Organizational Preparations for the Creation ofthe National Biological Survey, issued on May 17, 1993. 

Sec. 2 Authority, This Order is issued in accordance with the authority provided by Sections 2 and 5 of 
Reorganization Plan No.3 of 1950 (64 Stat. 1262: 5 U.s.C. App.). 

Sec. 3 EstabUshment and Transfer of Functions. The National Biological SUrvey (NBS) is hereby 
established. Functions necessary to perfonn the mission ofthe NBS are transferred to the NBS from the 
U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service, National Park Service. Bureau of Land Management, Minerals 
Management Service, Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement, U.S. Geological Survey, 
and Bureau of Redamation, 

Sec. 4 Organization. The Director of the ~rss shaH be under the supervision of the Assistant Secretary 
for Fish and Wildlife and Parks. The NBS shall consist of the following functional components: 

a. The Office of the Director. with a Deputy Director and an Executive Secretary to a Science Board and 
a Policy Board. 

b. The Office of Extemal Affairs~ with Divisions ofCongressional Affairs. Public Affairs, and 

International Affairs, and a Controlled Correspondence StafI 


c, The Office of the Assistant Director for Budget and Administration, with an Office ofEqual 
Opportunity Programs; Divisions ofPersonne] Management, Management Assistance, Budget. Finance, 
and Procurement~ and a Safety Staff. 

d. The Office of the Assistant Director (or Research, with Divisions of Cooperative Research, Species 
Biology, Population Dynamics, and Ecosystems Research, 

e. Tbe Office of the Assistant Director for Infonnation and Technology Services, with Divisions of 
Information Management. and Infonnation and Technology Transfer. 

1 of2 6/24/977:13 AM 
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f: The Office of the Assistant Director for Inventory and Monitoring, with Divisions of Ecosystem 
Inventory and Assessment; Population Inventory and Moniroring; and Inventory~ Standards and Protocol 
Development. 

g, Western. Mid~Continent. Southern and Eastern Ecoregions. each to be directed by a Regional Director 
reporting 10 the Office of the Director, 

h. Cooperative Research Units reporting to the Division ofCooperative Research within the Office of 
the Assistant Director for Research, 

LResearch Centers reporting to a Regional Director. 

j, Other headquarters components and field units to be established by the Director, 

Sec, 5 Delegation" The Director ofthe NBS is delegated, through the Assistant Secretary for Fish and 
Wildlife and Parks, the administrative and program management authority necessary to implement the 
mission of the NBS. This delegation is subject to the limitations contained in Part 200 of the 
Departmental Manual. 

Sec, 6 Administrative Provisions, The Assistant Secretary ~ Policy. Management and Budget will take 
appropriate steps to tr.msfer the personnel, funds and property necessary to implement this Ordcr. The 
Director of the NBS will enter into any necessary agreements with other bureaus and offices of the 
Department of the Interior for the provision ofany administrative support functions which the NBS wil1 
not provide within its own organization, 

Sec. 7 Effective Date. This Order is effective immediRteiy. Its pr()visi(ms shall remllin in effect until 
tltey are converted to the Departmental MRnuaJ, or until it is Rmended, superseded, or revoked. 
whichever occnrsjirsf. In the absence ofthe/oregoing actions, however, this Order will tcrminRte 
and be considered obsolete on March 31, 1995. 

lsi Bruce Babbitt 

Secretary of the Interior 

S0II3173A 1 9129194 

Replaces i!ll1l 9129193 
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United Stmes Depanment"of the Interior . . 
"FFlCE oFT1-IE ,'l[(:RET\Rr 

\fJ\hiH1!YHl 1).C. :!U~·!Il 

ORDER NO. J 185 . 

Subject: , Mission and Activities oj" the' Natior"lal Biological Service 

Si.'C. 1. Purpose. The purp~sc'of this Order is to sct forth the mission and activities of the 
National Biological Survey and to r~nC(£t accurately tha~ missi9fl by changing the name t~ 
National' Biolo'gical Service, . This Order supersedes Order No. 3173. Establishment of t.he 
National Biological Survey) issued on September 29, 1993~ and amended o,n September 29, 
1994. 

. . 
Sec. -1. Authoritv, This Order is issue~ in accordan.ce. with-the authority provided by Section's 
2 and 5 of Reorgani7.ation Plan No.3 of 1950 (64 Stat. 1'262; 5 U.S.C. App). 

Sec. 3.' Name Change. The name of the National Biological. Survey is hereby changed to 
National Bioiogical Service (NBS). 

Sec. 4, Mission, NBS is an independent bure.au devoted to pro~id,illg quality biological 
science, The mission of the NBS is to work With' others to provide the scientific understanding' 
and technologies needed to support the sound management and conservation of our Nation's 
hiological resources. The primary role of the NBS is to meet the biological research need~ of 
other organi711tions within the Department' of the Interior, 'other Fed~ral agencies; States" local 
entitit.:s, Tribes. and private and nonprofit users. . . . 
Sec. 5. Organization. The current organization structure remains in effect. 

Sec. 6. Relationship QLtl:1;,l...NBS to States and Other Organizations, 

a, The NBS is primarily responsible for accomplishing biological research and' 
collecting. analyzing and disseminating the biological 'information. needed by the Interior 
Department and' other Federa1 agencies to meet responsibilities related' to . the sound 
manngement of t~e Natioo's rcso~rccs. including. specific responsibilities for trust species, 

h: States have significant resource management responsibilities, including species other 
than those entrusted to the Federal government. Also', they. hold much of the information 
necessary tl) understand important resource issues. NBS will work with States to understand 
the biological resource 'issues and share ,data, working with them to establish common protocols 
and standards for data collection, analysis. and dissemination. . 

e. The NBS will seek advice. from relevant Federal agencies," States, no'ngovernment 
organizations I;oncerned with natural resources, and professional and scientific associalion.<; in 
setting pri~)rities for.biol<:,gical research, , " 

http:accordan.ce


St.-'"C. 7 .. Private eIPocrty Access. NBS employees arc requir..:-d to obtain permission from the 
land owner, I~s:see. or other lu\Yful occupant bef,!re undertaking any work on private land. No 

·new surveys will ~e initiated 01). private hmd without the prior \.'¥'fittcn permission of the land' 
owner. There will bt! no charge for any ~atn collected on private proPerty that is provided to 
the land own~r, les~ee. or other la:vfu1 Occupant upon his or her request. . 

·Sec. 8. Volunteers.' NBS uses only trained and qualified volunteers, No NBS volunteer mav 
cnter private property l,m.less authorized by an NBS supervisor with the approval of the land 
o}\TIer, lessee or other lawful occupant. All. information collected by NBS ·volunteers will be 
verified by the supervisor or anot~cr qualified NBS employee. 

. . 
Sec. 9. Peer Review. Rigorous scientific peer review is critical to the mission of the NBS . 

. NBS requires peer review for all sdentifip publications and research plans. 

Sec: 10. Delegations. The Director of the NBS is delegated, through the .Assistant .Secretary 
for Fish and Wildlife and Parks, the administrative and program management authority 
necessary to implenlent the mission of the NBS, This delegation is subject to the limitations 
containcd in Part 200 of the Dep¥tment Manual, 

Sec. I L' Effective Date .. This Order is effeetive im~cdiatel~ and wm'rcmain in effect untifits 
'provlsions are converted· to the Departmental Manual or untit it is amended, superseded or' 
revokcd, whichever comes first In the abse'nce of the foregoing action, the provisions of this' 
Order will terminate and be considered obsolete on S'cptember 30. 1996, ' . 

.~-:s;::. 
. Secretary of the Interior 

Date JAN 5 1<)<1') 
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United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 


Washington, D.C. 20240 


ORDER NO. 3202 

SIGNATURE DATE: September30,1996 

Subject: Transfer of the National Biological Service to tbe U.S. Geological Survey as a new 
Biological Res~urces Division 

Sec. 1 Purpose. The purpose of this Order is to consolidate the scientific research functions of the 
Department of the lnterior by transferring the National Biological Service (NBS) to the U.S. Geological 
Survey and renaming NBS as the Biological Resources Division, 

Sec. 2 Authority. This Order is hisued under the authority provided by Sections 2 and 5 of 
Reorganization Plan No.3 of 1950 (64 Stat 1262; 5 U.S.C. App). as amended; and is consistent with ..•. 
Congressional direction contained in Public Law 104-134. 

Sec. 3 Transfer of Organ ization and Functions, The National Biological Service is transferred to the 
U.S, Geological Survey (USGS) and renamed the Biological Resources Division (BRD), The mission of 
the BRD is to work,with others to provide the scientific understandJng and technologies needed to', 
,support the sound management and conservation of our Nation's biological resources, The BRDls 
primary role is to mcet the biological science needs of other bureaus within the Department ofthe 
[nterior, as well as those of the States, other Federal agencies, local governments. tribes and private and 
l1on-profitprganizations, \-'.,;." _ ... "",,-"'-'»' _<1.-' 

Sec.4 Organization of the Biological Resources Division. 

a, Headquarters Organization, The BRn is headed by the ChiefBiologist. who reports to the Director of 
the USGS, The following positions report to the Chief Biologist: Deputy Chief Biologist. Associate 
ChicfBiotogist. Assistant Chief for Infonnation, Assistant Chief for Operations; and Chief, Cooperative 
Units. 

b. Field Structure. The BRD is divided into three regions confonning with the regional structure of the 
.USGS. Each region is head~d by a regional chieCbiologist, reportin~ to the Chief Biologist. Research 
center directors report to the regional chicfbiologist of the region WIthin which they are geographically 
located. The cooperative units report to the Chief ofCooperative Units through three field supervisors. 

Sec. 5 Delegations. Subject to (he limitations contained in Part 200 of the Departmental Manual, Hie 
Director, USGS, is delegated, through the Assistant Secretarj ~ Water and Science, all programmatic and 
administrative a~thority necessary to carry out the mission and functions ofBRD. 

Sec. 6 Administrative Provisions. The Assistant Secretary - Water and Science, working with the 
Assistant Secretary ~ Poticy; Management and Budget as necessary, will ensure that appropriate steps are 
taken to transfer the personnel j records and property necessary to implement this Order. Unless 
otherwise modified, an agreements. contracts, and other documents committed to by the National 
Biological SClYicc remain in effect and will be honored by the USGSfBRD. 

Sec. 7 Effective nate. This Order is effective October J. 1996, and will remain in effect until its 
proviSions are converted to the Departmental Manual or llntil it is amended, superseded or revokcd, 
whichever comes first. In the absence of the foregoing actions. the provisions of this Order win 
terminate and be considered obsolete on October I, 1997. 
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