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* Secretary of Interior
tours site of Alder Fire.

BY Reboccs Mustington
Atkson Hole Guice

C.3. Inweriar Secretary Bruce Babbits
bas prumised conmly governmerts thar
&wmﬁ&ﬁpm&wwmm&
Hens in federal funds w raducs fre dan-
ger on federsliy-owned landa

Babbitt visited Grand Teton Natanal
Park on Thursday @ raeet with the
National Association of Counties.

County officigls said Babbitt wid
them just what they wanted to hesr —
that they would be involved in setting
privities for reducing fire danger on
neighbaring national forest and park
lands

Bablbitv tald county officiale th&;he
ewamgmwapmupm 15
billiop in sdditional funde for the
naton’y wildfre program. About 2 nalf
hﬂﬁmmﬂd@mmﬁmﬂg}ﬁq
resources depleted during the 2000 sea-
sans recnrd-besaking wildlasd fiws,

Wildbrey sceochad mare tham &5 mik
Son acres this year - more thas twe
tmes the liwvenr nationsl AVerage,
sooraing ta faderal records

Babbist said the remaining §1 hilion
wopld 20 o reduce fixe danga

“meingwbmm;inkmm-
orities carwfully * he said.

Bebbirt said he onvisionsd the
moey being awarded s grania for
ol srojects, He also wantad to ane
locnis do the work iostead of foders)

employens, b anid.

T
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Babbitt promises

_ing wildiand fire during a

Babbitt described whar ha
called a new mods) for manag-

ehafgmuratthesizcdtm
Alder Fire, which rned
about 300 scres nt the narth
end of Jenry Laka last fall
Park st described the
ﬁ&:ﬁnuawsw‘
and example of how clearing
brush, dead trees and sther
potencal fuel Srom the forest
Door can be the hegt line of
defense agwingt 5 wildfive.
The Alder Fire, which was
ignited by lighte I
d&ed&rwﬂmam
suming only a few acres
deapite high winds brought by
multipie cold fronts, But, after
the fire backed slowly down
Jerny Laks, whers the land. .
scape provided less ghalter,
winds kicked ths fire ingo o
mmmymm
wers abls 2o
sop the blaoe at the Junny

Laks Loop Romd ooy yerds
Jodge.

“This is what worics.” Dems said %t
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locals will help
set fire policy

hrought the fire hack down w the
ground and had fre comie in pulses
inmddmh‘zgqam‘

topact,
“The forest is still thare,” he said, "¢y
20t about cutting the forest down *
Muidmmlycmmmd
spd. downed fual ~ not stanching, dead
treee, which he said provide good
Babbitt said thinning is nesded to
reset the natural fire cycle after & cun-
tury of fire ragpression. “Iv's poing o
heabwm:ogath&mm&igdaf
cyels.”. .
I return, Babbit sskad for the
eounties’ help in creating zoning regu-
bomes in

iations 50 pecple build their
- delensshis v

spaves:

"Fires are liks fooda” he said, and

poopls should not build @ aress that

are lkely o burs Sust ke you den®
build iss food plains.”
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Turning to burning to

: 92700

Babbitt pledges to call ,
on comﬁi&s in quest prOtECt fOI'eStS
to fireproof the West  protect homes in eomeunities sprous

ing 1o roll up their slosves and starc
ing up nesr dnunoda., worinng,

1o ke waka of tha.lym";miéﬁzu.
Cangress it on the verps of Approprias-
ing §1 Wllisn to restors
sreas, reduey forest fuels and preven:
Riuore fives.

Local governmants acrosa the
West have complained for years
that unhealihy foresty and an
unnanral buildup of disls have oree

By JENN(FER LANGITION
Powy Raegearr

GRAND TETON NATIONAL PARK
~ Intevicr Sacretary Brucs Babhitt

soed in » Gwew Thursday that sowe
gﬁ:mﬁmwswnma\nw

The sky waa open sbéve pine troes
spaead 16 feet apnrt. There wers grasy-
ummmywnﬁfww
oo the lower pare reos,

lfnmm&ymm&.mw
st most Amoericans have Fown op

Howwerr, when s wildfire blew
mmww m:ﬁ
Jmmx

mwm

£ stand andd boid it st the rosd.
Babbitt woee thers with ooty lend.

ars W give them assurmncec that they

wonid involved in ambiziocs new

plans to thin vest tacts of forest nexy

homes tw waks thers more fire resist.

T mmdymtommntunb&
pra?;:otunm&thmﬁsm

-

Laastrous fire yesr iike this ons,
aaokt sveryona has DUsS 10 agree
that sna thisning it probably wis to

Even thar wont gu very flar,
Whsisr said, Decmuse (T ean cost
B wn acre v thin smsll tyems
s why the gowmmanc plan
ls for statay and loca) comopani.
.tomnmhwmumwa

aabhm also said that fire ¢
von werk should be dnm by
il peopis, 1o an effort hesyXening
& 16 the Comservation Corpe of
1830a
“Wa don’t want peopis it Thers
wring groen Forest Servies and
Prrk Servics uniforms” Sabkiu
aaid, “We oz copnmuity peapie
SHe therw”
Babbixt was short i s
about how that mooey woulkd Amnnel
down, to bocsl ounties and enmom.
saties, He s:d some funds would b
;:uﬁ.nhh o besf up rursl fire
partmants.
He alss mutﬁmﬁmmﬁc
davelapment grants o roups
timr mighs help orgenize the fire
Prevantion pECHCS.
Counry isaders,
tioe, said they genuinsly welrned
Babbixts averturas,

Maoxr sid people i their couwny.
ties and LW ware mare than will

masting i
Grand Tetcn Sor & pational tonves.

ztad catasrophic fize riska. Thev've

Gaoree Enmlm: CONNLY COme
miamoner from [ County, said
nawufhdtn henr Hablyity prooise
to give local governments » greater
voice it addressing foresr hesith
and preventing Reture catastrophic

e 3mid (287 was & important
firar step, ban he sG] waan't yurs
sxacxly what thoas partoerships

“Tolkwise, what | hexrd oday
Mzm fve never hzand
‘u&u, i and “Wheeher thiz wlt
creata menningful joha, I'm not
sure.’

County officiale also weknowi.
odged that they noeded t do their
part in controlling how wnd where
peopis build homes i the woods,

wvicr Gongaien, presidant-elect
of the Natisnsi Associstien of
Counties axid local 3
nesd w look & their planning and
soning laws. % think sounties will
ba mare promctive in wmansgic

grownk alony these foreatad areas
ha said “We cnn b & Jirtle amnarter
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'U.S. to Resume ‘Prescribed Fires’

Exemptions Granted to Ban on Controlled Burns in West

3o Epwarp Walss

Aty Aar 5oub st P

The Natonal Park Bervice is sbout 10 tesume setting
“preseribed fres” in severa) locating in the West. a
gragtive thag Interior Secretary Bruce Babbits suspend-
ot wartier this year sfer oue such fire roared out of con
trod and caused extensive damage in Los Alamos. N.M,

Parle Service officials said thaz in August, Babbint zp
proved a process for revising the agency s procedurss in
:mmg controlizg fres on federal and, with the goal of
dnting the moratorium against the practice by March 1.
in the meantime, Babbin gave rhe Park Servics the su-

thority 10 grant exempiions 1o the moratoriam under
tightly contralled conditions, they said

Dick Bahr 3 fusl management specialist with the
Fark Servicg, said yesterday that the agency has grant.
«d exemplions 1o allow preseribed fires in taree loca
tiuns this year: Lake Mesd Navional Recreation Ares in
Nevads, Yosemite Nationai Puk in California, and Se
quoia ané Kings Canyon Nationai Park in Cabifornia, e
saied as many as six additianal exstnptions may be grast:
2 this year,

Prescribed Burns are intendsd 10 clear mu downied
and standing deadwood and brush that can fuel cte-
strophic fres,

Bahr said that the timing of the fres will devend os
tocal conditions and the judgment of ioead Park Service
otficials but that all of the fires should be zompleted by
Nowe, 3, weuch the Pack Serviee consideey the end of the
burn seasan in the West, Azer that, wet winter westher
fampers both satural and mansade Srex, he said.

Under guideiines set by the Park Service, the exemp-
stons were granted only for prescribed fires considersd
high priority but also “low risk and low consequencey”
shosild ssmething go wrong, Bahr said, He said the fres
will not be xet where there are fiomes of sther oicupied
strugtures neardy. Local Park Service orficiads are being

requared (o have the sesources and manpowss rexdy 1o
deal with 3 “worst case scesario,” 1 policy that was nor
in @iace at the time of the disastrous New Mexjco fre.

“We doa't want any H0portunity or 2 fire to get ous
and impact homes,” Rakir said. ~Basically, we don't want
ancther Montana or Caren Grande.”

Lerro Grande is the name of a Will it the Bandelier

Sationat Monument in New Mexico near Los Alamos,
where 2 prescribed Sre was ignited May 4. Migh, erragc
winds drove the Bre beyond the cantrol azes woward the
ety and the Low Alzmos National Laboratory. Beiote
the fire was finaliy contained, it destroyed 235 somes
Los Afumos and burned 47,558 acres,

{n resgonge, Babbitt imposad the morstorium on pre
scribed fres on frchreal land from Zis west of the Mis
sissingi River to the Pacific Ocean,

The process that Babbitt set in motion in August in.
vpives three stages for rczmzzzg and implementing new
procedurss for prescribed fres feading up 0 the
slanned lfiing of the moratorium in March, Bahr said,
Ha saitl the new arocedures inclube imeasares 10 assess
the risk of any fre and che consequenses i the unex.
pecred oneury,

According 10 the National interagency Fire Center in
Boise. ldahs, thers were 34, 950 widdBrea that bumed
almest 7 miflion acres of land across e United Stawes
berwesn Jan, 1 and Oct 21 A towal of 352 structures
were destroyed by the fires, which cost almost 5878 mil.
don 0 suppress.

{dakn was the hardest-hit staze. {2 axperienced {508
ares that bumed 1.2 million acres of land. sccording to
13 compiled by the conter. The next hardest-hit state
was Monuna, where 2166 fires scorched 347819
zores, in Nevada, wildfires coversd more than 506,000
acres of and. .

In contrast, wildfires have umed 3065 acres in Vi
iEinia and 306 acres in Maryland 5o {ar this vear, accord.
g 10 the center.
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o Resources: Canadian fiem
has 30 days to appeal federal
decision about its plans for an
open-pit aperation on a desert
site that Indians view as
sacred.

By TONY PLRRY
FINEES 9F vEE w RITER

34N DIEGOwThe lfederal govers
-ment hag swled with Natvs Ameecans
uying to BICR 4 proposed L800-ugre
apgn-pl goid mine on publie ad m
sastern Imperal County thal the inbe
sonnders sacred,

The .5, Bureau of Land Manage
ment, which controls the band, has ten
tatively rewected 3 Conadian puning
company's bid, although the agency
has gwven the frm 30 days in wheh o
appeal.

The rase ig s2en as a major et of 2
1998 order Ly Presmdent Clinton that
federal agencies show grealer senniiv
#y o the “@cred geography of Na-
tive Amencans.

Before (hal order was issued. federal
palicy, governed by the Mimng Act of
1872, leared heaviy loward granting
permssinn for mining oo public propr
211y Whenever possibie.

Tre Quechan indian Natign asgerts
that the rocky. wind-gwept area
bounded by Picacho Peak, Pilots Kniabs
and Muggins Peak contains the spirte
of the Creator and twa other mysho-
iogival figures who passed through the
regwon 3 thousand years ago. The area
15 mentioned promunently in Quechan
S0NES.

{lamis [mperial Corp. general man:
ager Cary Bovle sad the company ex-
pects the Bureau of Land Management
and its parent agency, the Department
of the {ntarior, to reject its bid and is
prepared to file a federal lawsut. An.
carlier lawsuit was throw out of coust
1n San Diego as premature

“I's been ohvious Lo 1he mining o
dustry that the Department of the in-
terior has been trning i6 amend the
Mining Act of 1372 without the benefit

o8 Angeles Srmes

of lagalation,” Bavie wid. "We have
met Al the rules for minmg operations
af g so0t.

The e 3 mies gontheast of £
Centrs. iy i the heart of 2 vegron 1hat
nag gsen gold munng for more than
HE vesrs. Three of 1he ginie’s magt
provucuive gold mines of the 2ith cen-
tury, ihe Pleache, Mesqude ang
Amerizan G sunes, are aearby, 3
on federal land.

Courtney Covie, 3 La Jolia atlerney

sepresenting the [uechans, called the
butgau's tentative ruling "an excellent

sten i the nght direetion, Contrary 0
the noses the mumng LOmpRny is mak*
ing, BLM iz on solid ground.”

{n ity rentabive decision, the hureau
conciuded that the rining operstion
“would result wm ngndant adverse of
feers o prebustone cuitursl resources,
Native Amenean iraditonal olivrad
uses and values, and visual resovrcen”

U to 130000 iona of rack a day
would be muned and deposited in piles.
The goid would be coaxed from the ore
by bathing reaundy in sodivm cyanide,
a standard ndustry practice that fed-

eral regulators consider safe if dons

properiy.

Glamg {mperial, part of a Britizh
Columbtya company, had promised to
buy 1,600 acres eisewhere in the desert
o swap for the rght 1o use the public
land. Clamis also volunteered o move
one of the ore heaps away from an area
called the Trail of Dreams, where Jue-
chans believe that they can comaiani
¢ate with spinis and receve visions,

The cottipany has said there (s scant

evidence that the Quenhans have used .

the sité for cehpous observances
i the tast halfcentupry. But Covle
branded hat agssruon i very
ethpdenine past of vigw Ber
cause i assumes chat and must
be vissted or huslt upon Lo be s
gually important,

iy ite reservation, the trbe has
2 casing and an axtenava fpraung
opesation. The muming pit would
be shaul six Ties fram the popyr
iated part of the reservation.

Giami  Impergd has suend
sevan years and $i4 ruilion pree
parmg 10 open the mane, The and

T buresw's current posion, 1 be

pubtished iaday i the Federsd
Ragyster, synaie 3 sl for the
agency, whith more than we
yeare Ig0 sppenrad oy the verge
of approving the propasal.

NOY

Under Interoe Secretary Bruce
Bahbitt, the bureau has Secoms
much tougher on requests by pon-
valE £ONCeMS 10 uSA pubiic jand
for granng of muing, Banhitt has
331 that " the olg days, BLM
was basically a doormat.”

The Impemal Valiey case has
been reviewed by [nteror Depant-
mem, atierney John Leshy, who
coneiuded that the agency has
authonty under the 1980 Cahfor
ia Desert Conservation Area plan
o reject the mining tequest.
Lashy's opirnon was reviewed and
approved by Babbt,

g £
et
. VNES

IMBERLAL

COUNTY rrne site

bY 0

U.S. Backs Tribe, Re]ects Gold Mine
Proposal
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Interior secretary tells Indians that
education is No. 1 priority

Pat Dovle / Star Tribune

@ rem , Speaking to the largest American Indian organization, Secretary of
~ the Intertor Bruce Babbin told tribal teaders Monday that improving
education on reservations will be a top priority no matter who wins
the U.S. presidency.

"“The single most important oppertunity for the coming year 1s
education,” he told the 57th annual conference of the National
Congress of American [ndians in St. Paul. "It's predictable that the
next president is going 1o have an agenda.”

tle urged tribes to prepare a program téke advantage of money that
probably will be available to them for improving Indian education.

"All of us,” he told the tribes, "must put together an education budget
that is large and expansive.”

During the campaign, Vice President Al Gore pledged to surengthen
the tribal college system and Texas Gov. George W. Bush proposed
spending $928 million o repair, maintain or replace tribal schools,

Improving Indian education is shaping up as a major issue.at the
Indian congress’ conference this week at RiverCentre in downtown
St. Paul. About 300 tribes are expected to attend.
Indian students -- on reservations and in urban schools «- long have
-had high dropout rates. In Minneapolis, 35 percent of all students who
started ninth grade in 1995-96 failed to graduate four years larer.
Indian students had the highest dropout rate - 62 percent - of any
racial group in the Minneapolis School District.

I the ali-Indian Red [ ake School District in northern Minnesota, 43
percent fail to graduate. _

Moreover, fewer than half of Indian students qfe regarded as
proficient or advanced at math or language skills, according to the
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) -

Education is Babbilt's responsibility because he oversees the BlA.
which funds or runs s¢hools on Indian reservations. During the

1998.99 school vear. the agency funded 185 schools with 53443
students in 23 states and 63 reservations. [t also helped fund services o
to 400,000 students in educational programs or colleges. .
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The conference will explore ways © narrow the gap between
non-Indians and {ndians in [ntermet use and other rechmeal skills.

"If they don't have access to technology. they cannot be compesitive,”
said Susan Masten, president of the [ndian congress.

The unsetiled presidential election was on the minds of conference
participants, and Clinton administration officials used the opportunity
to thank them for their support of Democratic causes.

Energy Secretary Bill Richardson credited overwhelmlng support
from-Navajo and -Pueblo voters for helping him win a seat in
Congress from New Mexico two decades ago.

Regarding the oresidential election. Richardson said, "l have looked
at some of the Indian precincts around the country, and as someone
who supported the viee president, ['d ltke o say, thank you once

again.”
& tarrrbane.con Pat Doyle can be contacted at pdovie@startribune.com
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retacy Jan Glickman aré to report
back & President Clhnton s (he
resuits of 3 reassessment prompied
by the current fire season, which § .
an (FACK to Gecame the MOST gevag. o0 T e most powerful opoo.
taung Wi decades. nents of the Flagsiall experimam
Admimstraton officials have ge. A1 eDVIrGnmental groups hat re-
chned 0 specily the exient of a?w Fard the sffor: as hitie more than 2
qew effgrt, but they have clearly . Ohior commercial logging inatiney
o, say shouid have No piace it ihe 2a.
signaled an intaniion 10 expand 1 '
mificantly the kind of thinning abs tipnal feresss. ;f,nd though the coali
ready under way. They have openiy tion assembieg in support of the plan
sxpressed admir stons for the expers nchiuges a number of environmental
ment bemng attempted w e denss ngamrz:uans. mi‘t_:ﬁmg the. Nature
Pondercsa pine loresis guthide Flag- oy :;fcy and the Grang f‘.’an)'nn
staff, where 3 droad coalinen of gove ) cpponRnLs Rave success-
ermment, indusiry and environmen- fuily sued o st the to1ad siie of the
cal leaders hiave jines 1orces behgrd test PICAS 1o hungoeds af acres rather
2 coxly approach thar wivolves the g’;g thausands envisianed by ad-
rameval of many small irees while - .
largar. more commerniaily valuatie ¢ strongly oppose the project as
ones are lefe Sehing. it now stands and Wil litigate agan
“We reatly need ta scale 1z up 10 o step i sad Bevan Burd, sxscy-

ing of daprecegenied guantiies of
low-gualizy wosd.

Experiment in Arizena May Be
Applied Eisewhere in Wake
of Devastating Season

By DOUGLAS TERL A,
FLAGSTAFRF, Anz. Aug. 17 —in

H

the altermarh of Hizzes that Rave

 seorched mullions of atres of West

ere farests thas summer, the Chinton
administration will (ry 1o extend a2
Bonwide &t exparimental efforg here
1o racduce fire dangats Dy thiphing

mall tret »rom fOFRsEs At leaving
_as fargest. most fre-resistant be-
hind.

One graft deing circuiated by the
Farest Service a3 snprmous fres
HMonrana and giber states Contnue 1o
parn, calls for hnnang, over 15
vesrs. most of all of & 4 millien
acres of satonal forest now geemed
at hagh risk of camastrephic {fire.

The exormated cogt of the pian a0
wigronmd by the graft is 3825 mudlion &
year. one admumstrauon officsl
sast.

»The ~ -G NSt AN '™ renssesys

ment of i3 approach 16 widHres
Iollows erinCises Irom Conservalivay
why say the governmant should have
done more (0 combat the fire threat
n e West through smergency log.
2ing messures advocated by the bm-
per industry.

admimsiraten officiala have dis-
missed that accusation as polincaily
motivaied, byt 2ppear now o be
movang twward broad sdoprion of a
Flagstail-style alternative s the
hope that 1t wall prove acceprabi to
beth the indusiry and snvircamentat
groups. ) .

At lemst a pardal version of the

" intan could be made public a4 early as

ext montl. when Intenior Secretary
stuce Babbitt and Agrieulture Sec.

3 sinmibicant lzvel” My, Babbutr sad  OV® director of the Farest Conserva-

1 &Nl Herview, .
The Flagstafl experiment was un-
destaken with lederal support

1498, i response t9 residents’ cone,

carns after focest fires (0 1596 drew
cinse 10 the oify. AL preseil, However,
it wvolves only 308 acres. .

As evidence of the plan’s promuse,
L8 arciTents pont 1o what i and
did not Happen this June. when one of
the season’d g hiazes  swapt
through Ponderves pmes I A sectitn
of the Kaibab Natjonal Forsst not far
awaIY. A 1tand of praes Bad previgus
Iy been thizwted (o about 16 percent of
its former density, snth the largest,
most fireresistant among those efy
belting. As the arcniisces had hoped,
shat small island was mostly spared
23 flarnes that had been Mdaping lin
cohirpiabiy from treetop 16 {reeiop
dropped 15 ground level whan they
reached e 165t 7008,

1 think wa have sesr: from resulss
that are on the ground,  we can
Tedice the density of trees, we Can
have ‘2 benter chance uf controiling
the wiidlires,” Jim Goiden, forest
supervisor i the aeighborung Lo
mne Mational Forest, said as he €3-

epTied & VisHor thTough one teat plot.

But the Flagstafl imtianive also
illustrates . the lormudable hurdies
that may yet He in the way of an
approach that haa not fully satistied
mther ide i 2 Difter debate, and
chat would requsrs that 2 farmuta be
found 1o Mmake posuble e Harvest-

tion Couney of anta Fe, MM, one of
several groups ymg o bock the
mexy glep in the experimmeni, which
would wigen the [0tal iest aresz w
‘more han 5000 arres.

Thete is 0o douht, fire expens say.
that most Westery fGrests have e
seme Jangerpusiy ovargrown and
that thunrung thern could reduce e
sk of & regeniuon of the current fire
season. {On Monday, lederal officials
said that e amouns of (and burmsed
by wildfires tus year was aready
weil above five mllien acras and
thar many blazes s hard-But slates
like Montans and ldahg were not
likely 1o be exungwished unul (e
Hirst snows.)

But guestions. about the scope of
~Bich DrOJOCLS,-antd aa a-result-they

cost, temmaln a source of batter dive
siony that are BKely @ surface aven
more wisibly this fall, as Congress
nolds hearings about tus summer’s
fires and beging to weigh Aoy adrune
istration pian.

Among the cniUes why have ac
cused ihe agmunsiration st macton
w dare 3 Gov. George W, Bush of
+axas, the Republicay premdential
nomines In ap mierview with The
Seuttle Tlmes on Aug. 12, Mr, Bush
sayg policies that had restriczed log:
ging and Minning of underbrush had
“made the lforesss much more dany
gerous to fire””
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® Resources: Canadian firm
has 30 days to appeal federal
decision about its plans for an
open-pit aperation on a desert
site that Indians view as
sacred.

By TOKRY PERRY
PS80 W RITER

SAN DIECO~The federal govern-
ment has swted with Native Amencans
Uying (o blork 2 proposed 1 Skgcre
anen-mt goid myne on pudlic land wn
aastern Impenal County that the tnbe
considers sacred,

Tre U.S. Bureau of Land Manage-
ment. which conirelg the land, has ten-
tatively reected a Csnadian munung
company’s tid, alihough the agency
Bag gwven the fum 30 days in whith to
appeal,

The case is seen as 3 mewr st ofa
1686 order by President Clintsn that
federal agencus show greater sensitoyr
ity to the “zacred geography” of Na-
Ve AMeTans. )

Before that order was istued. feders
poticy. governed by the Miting Act of
1872, leaned heavily towdrd granting
permission for mining on public prop-
arty whenever possible.

The Gueehan Indian Nation asserts
that the rotky, wind-swept arza
bounded v Picacho Peak, Piigts Knob
and Muggms Peak contams ih4e spirits
of the Crestoer and two olher myvihe
togical figures wha passed through the
segion a thousand voars ago. The ares
it mentioned promunentiy in Queckan
songs,

Ciamng impenial Corp. general man-
ager Lary Bovle sid the company ex-
pets the Bureay of Land Management:
and its parent agency, the Deparment
of the Interior. 16 reject it dud and
prepared 1o file 3 federal lawsut. An.
varlier lawzus] wag thrown out of court
i San Diego ag premature, .

“it's heen ghvious to the muning in-
dustry that the Desastment of the
terior hag been (wving w0 amend Lhe
Mamng Act of 1872 without the henefy

Cos Angeies Jtmes

of lagsiation.” Bovle smd, “We have
met ali the rules (o7 minmg gperations
of thus sert.”

The ste. 45 miles northesst of 1)
Centra, 13 the heart of a region that
kas seen gold muning for more than
100 years. Three of the giale’s most
productive goid mines of the 20th cen-
Giry, the Puacha, Mesquile und
Amencan Girl mings, ure nearby, ai
on fedoral land,

Courtney Coyle, 2 La Jotla attorney
reprasgnting the Queehans. ealled the
buress’s tentative ruling “an excelisnt

step in the nght direction. Conirary to
the naises the minmg company s mak-
ing, BLM 12 on solid ground.”

in ity cemtabive decinon, the bureay
cotseloded that the minng operation
“wonid result in significant adverse of
faciz Lo prelustanc cultursl resources.
Native Amencan raditional cultura
uses and values, and visus! resources.”

Up 1o 130000 tons of rock a day
wouid be muned and deposited in piles.
The goid weuid be coaxed from the are
by bathuing mounds in sodism cyanide,
3 standard industry practice that fed-
eral regulators consuler safe if done
properly.

Glamiy Imperiaf, part of a British
Columina company, had promised o
Buy 1,800 acres elsewhers in tha desert
W gwap for the nght 16 use the public
land. Glarmue zls0 volunteered 1o move
one of the gre heaps away from an area
called the Traii of Dreams. where Que-
chans believe that they can comurgs
cate with spirits and receive visions,

The company has said there s scand
avidence that the Quechans have uged

the sue for religious cbservances
s#: the [ast haiFcemtury. But Cayle
branded thatl asserfin ‘2 very
sthnotentri point of wiew’ bee
. cauge it assurnes that land maust
b vigited or bt upon 1o he st
itually impertant, _
On isx reservation, the ribe nas
& rasno and an exiensive farmung
pperauon. The smumng pi would
be aboul Bz miies from the popu-
tated part of Lhe resecvatuan,
Glamss lmpersat has  spent
sevent yoars and $i4 mulban pre
panng 1o open the mine. The land
bureau’s CUITent position. 0 De
published today in the Faderat
Remster. signals a siufl for (e
agency, whzh mare than o
vear: ags appearsd on {he verge
aof approving the proposal.

N0V

Under Intenor Secretary RBruce
Babbue, the hureau has become
much wugher on requests by pre
vale ComiErng 19 use pubiic land
for grazeg or muning. Babti hag
sad that i ihe oid days, BLM
was hasiwally a deormsy.”

The lmpenal Valley case has
been reviewed by interor Depart-
ment attorney Jokn Leshy, wao
conchxied that the agency Has
sithorty under the 1888 Cohifor
ma Desert Conservation Ares plan
to refct the muung  request.
Leshy's opimes wag reviewed and
aparoved by Babiit,
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U.S. Backs Tribe, Rejects Gold Mine
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St. Paul Pioneer Press
St. Paul. Minnesota
May 28, 2000

Disaster in Los Alamos illustrates the
concept of a ‘'moral hazard'

If there is anything thar SoNOMUSEs arse on, if is that ipoentives
master. In other werds, people’s desisions are affected by the
rewards or pegalties atached to each alterpative they consider.

Funthermore, incentives are important wiether they are monetary
or noL

Media and congressional reactions to the recent fire that deswraved
or damaged hundreds of homes in Los Alames, N M., provide an
interesting =xample of non-monetary incentives. They also
iHiustrate gn imporiant idea in economic analysis, that of ““moral
hazard.” Moral barard exists when a particular s2¢ of incentives
ynintennionally provides motivation for peopls 1o do things that
are bad for socety as a whole

Let's begin wath 2 common-sense iaok at the circumsiances of the
fire itself Government decizions affected a2 lanst two factors: how
the fire started; and wity the blaze was so intense and spread so
fant, .

Most media reports on the fire focus on the first question, how it
stamd. Dan Rather, with his usual arrogam pomposity, salled it

“buresucratic blundering.” {n other words, media reports stressed
that government TesOUrCE managers made a mistake when they
chose to begin a * prescribed bum” under inappropriate conditions.
Various congressmen nut-utted abowt incompetence and
threstzned 10 hold investigarve hearings.

Only a few stories noted the more salient face that the fire bumned
as botly as it did end traveled as quickly as it did because of 2
decades-long government policy of fire suppression. Suppressing
wildfres allows largs quanuties of fuel to build up, practcally
guarantering thar any sventual fire will be abnormally bot. it also
ensures that such a fire be able o Tave! quickly along an unbroken
train of tinder.

Government bashers will jurnp up in glee and say, * Yes, the

govemment screwed up on both accounts ” Bun that conclusion is
superficial and premature.

Fire suppression enjoyed near-uxiversal public suppor for

decades. Fyel buildup ts as severe a problem ag privately owned

lands as an public ones. For decades, " prowcting” forests by '
putting cut any fires that started seemed 23 common sense as 2.2
putting out fires i homes and businesses,



Tae reailzanes thar Sre juppression inevitably led to much xare
desiznive Gres only developsd 1o the 1ast 30 vears or 5o and mex -
mush resismnce i public and pnvate forest management seciofrs.
‘When ranraily occwring fires were allowed to burn in
well-known public places, such as Yellowsione Nenonal Park,
criticistn was as sharp and immediate as the response 1o the Los
Alamos fdre,

Public and privare land managers 3like lzamex that the
purustments fof swrting healthy Jres, or zven joming thers »40,
far curweigh the rewards for restoration of heajthy ecosvstent’ and
avoidance of more catastrophic fires gver the long rus.

Congress' budgst priorines conwicute 1o thls asymmetry. The

_ Ferest Service and Bureau of Land Management are expected 1o
act as if they have a blank check for Srefighting, 1o throw all the
resources they have into putting outl fires. But Congress alocates
inadequat amounts for forest and range management, including
pecpie and equipment 1o safely carry ot prescribed burrung. To
make matters worse, {n 4 season when there are many fres,
ongoing resourcs management budgets frequently are robbed 1w
pay past of ficefighting costs. :

The upshot is that despite strong scientific svidence that we have
too few fires on Federal lands, we still bave a policy bias againgt
leting fire play its natural and healthy roie. We don't approprisre
enough tax doliars to carry out as many prescribed burms as we
should aor to do so with snough people and equipment to casure
thar things go according o plan. )

Reactions to the Los Alamos Sre are likely 1o acoontuste that biag,
Public and privare foresters once again Bave been impressed with
the fact that a badly managed preseribed bueg will bring
condemnation, punnve disciplinary sctions for individuals and
monetary liability for the agency or firm invoived.

But there will be no similar penalties for dilowing fuel w0
accumulate and forests (o become armed bombs, No member of
Congress hss calied for bearings on why excessive fuel has
accumulated in many Federal forests. No major gewspaper or TV
network has criticized chronic underfunding of the BLM and

Fares: Service,

So how is this " moral bazard? A common rextbook example of
moral hazard is life insurance policies without a clause lirninng
payment in case of imumediate suicide, Such pelicies give ‘
depressed ot financially pressed individuals an economic incentive
to kill themseives. Another is the 19805 U8, policy of insuning
deposits in savings and loans while ignoring izzc}easing%y risky
loan making. The message to the Kenneth Keatings and Hal
Greenwoods was: = Throw more money nto the crap game. Witha
good roll of the dice you will get rich, if you have 3 poar one, the
FSLIC will pay your depesitors.” That eventually cost US.
raxpayers some $200 million, ‘

23,
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Federal land managers
defend prescribed
burns at wild fire
summit

Sovirgnmental groups
¢ali state plan sofi on
By SCOTT SONNER ooliuters

#gggfal latid managers

Associated Press Writer

RENQC, Nav. (AP) - Forest Sarvice
officials and the hsad of the Burgau of
Land Managament defended
prascriced burns Wednasday as a
eritical component of any sirategy to
raturm mors naturg! fire cycles (o the
West

I think the conventional wisdom now
is that prescribed fire makes sense

. and you need to have it," BLM °
Director Tom Fry said during a break
at a wildland fire summit calied Dy
MNevada Gov. Kenny Guinn.

"While il does have iis detractors ..
we are past the point where wa are
gquestioning whether 1t is appropriate,”
he said.

Prescribed or controlled bums are
intendead to clsar cut undarbrush and
raduce fire fuel. The theory is several
smaller controlied fires reduce the risk 1993
of a large, potentially catastrophic fire.

Advanced seerih, Interier Secretary Bruce Babbitt oo | _
h suspended all prescribed bush- - : 25
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suspended all prescribed bush-
clearing fires on department lands
urtil June 12 after one got away (ast
month at Los Atamos, N.M.. The ocut-of-control blaze
scorched about 48,000 acres and left several hundred
famiiies homeless.

LAL BEFOK iBDLX

.4 stasamiog

R, “Los Alamos is on a lot of our minds as a nation,” said Bob
Vaught, supenvisor of the Humboldt-Tolyabe Nationat Forest
in Nevada, the fargest national forest in the Lower 48 states.

“And yet prescribed fire is 8 necessary pan of resource
managemernt. i11s an important ally we must rely on in order
to do the best management,” ha said in a speech to about
200 firafighters and tand managers at the summit,

Babbitt is continuing the ban on prescribed burns on lands
managed by the National Park Service. But Fry said the BLM

would resume work June 12 on the prescribed firg program .
with 8 goal of burning 289,000 acres of BLM lands by the

end of the year - up about 30 parcent from last year.

That includes about B,200 acres in Nevada, nearly double
last year's figura. About 23,653 acres have besn hurmed
intentionally ort BLM lands nationwide s0 far this year,

"We have largets and goals but it's always a very local
operation determined by the weather and other things,” Fry
said,

Gov. Guinn organized the summit in response to the
catastrophic wild fires that burmed a record 1.6 million acres
of Nevada rangsland last summer — an area larger than the
state of Delaware.

*The conditions of 1ast summar still exist, not only in Nevada
but throughout the Great Basin and other Westem states”
said Bob Abbey, Novada state BLM director.

Much of the threat in Nevada is because of an invasive
annual weed called cheatgrass, which is taking over large
areas once covered by sagebrush, Cheatgrass grows fast
and burns readily.

"We have a pending environmental crisis on our hands,” said
Guinn, @ Republican who is chairman of natural resources
committes for the National Gavernor's Association.

"Unless we change tm‘ai:rrent status quo and make strides
at reducing fire-prone weed species, we can expect more

20
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frequent and larger firs avents.” he said.

"Whatever we do cannot be a short-term solution,” Guinn
said.

Tre Forest Service spent $20 million, the BLM $30 million
and the state of Nevada $6.1 million fighting the lightning-
sparked wiid fires that raged across the state last August.

"We were not preparad for such an evenl,” said Cheryl
Lyngar, a county commissioner in Lander County, one of the
hardest hit areas.

"l dor't know how you could be prepared,” she said. "It was
toe big. We had fires we didn't even know whars they were.”

Al the paak of the fires, interstate 80 was closed in both
diractions, as were the major roads running through Battle
Mountain 1o the north and south, she said,

"I was scary o contempiate there was nowhere {0 go,”
Lyngar said.

Gary Zunine, narthern regicnal manager for the Nevada
Division of Forestry based in Elkn, Nev., said it was credit to
avaryons involved that no one was killed in last summar's
fires.

"Even though it was a catastrophe, it could have been
worse," he said. He said federal managers have baen
receptive 10 recommerndations that iocal leaders -- such as
mayors and county commissioners ~ be included on federal
firefighting teams shipped in from out of state.

"The taams were urfamiliar with the terrain and unfamiliar
with the iocal needs of livestock operators,” Zunino said,

“A iot of peopie had never fought fire in sagebrush before.
But by the same token, if we didn't have them we woulg have
had nebody,” he said. ‘

Provierma? Supoestons? LeLs e Sy, / Copyright € The Sasraments Bee m
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Interior secretary tells Indians that
education is No. 1 priority

Pat Dovie / Star Tribune

Speaking to the largest American [ndian organization, Secretarv of
the Intenior Bruce Babbint told tibal leaders Monday that improving
education on reservations will be 2 wop prionty ao matter who wins
the U8, presidency.

“The single most important opportunity for the coming vear is
education,” he tokd the 57th annual conference of the National
Congress of American Indians in St Paul. "It's predictable that the
next president is going 10 have an agenda.” :

He zzz:gczi tribes 1o prepare a program 1o take advaniage of money that
probably will be available to them for improving Iadian education.

“All of us.” he told the tribes, "must put 1ogether an education budgst
that is large and expansive”

» _ Dhuring the campaign, Vice President Al Gore pledged o strengthen
the tribal college system and Texas Gov. George W. Bush proposed
spending $928 million w repair. maintain or replace tribal schools.

Improving Indian education is shaping up as a major issue at {he
Indtan congress’ conference this week at RiverCentre in downtown
81, Paul. About 300 tribes are expected o attend.

Indian students - on reservations and in urban schools - long have
had high dropout rates. In Minneapolis, 35 percent of all students who
started ninth grade in 1995.96 faled 1o graduate four years later.
Indian students had the highest dropout rate - 62 percent -- ot any
racial group in the Minneapolis School Disirict.

In the all~Indian Red Lake School District in northern Minnesora, 43
percent fail to graduate. :

Moreover, fewer than half of Indian students are regarded as
proficient or advanced at math ot language skills, according to the
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BlA).

Education is Babbitt's responsibility because he oversees the BIA,

which funds or runs schoels on [ndian reservations. During the

1998.99 school year, the agency funded 185 schools with 33 441

students in 23 states and 63 reservations, It also helped fund senvices -3
10 400,000 students in educational programs or colleges. “~

o2 ‘ 113400 7:55 AN
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The conference will explore ways to narrow the gap between
non-Indians and Indians in Intemet use and other technical skills.

"If théy don't have access to technology. they cannot be competitive.”
said Susan Masten. president of the Indian congress.

The unsettled presidential election was on the minds of conference
participants. and Clinton administration officials used the opportunity
to thank them for their support of Democratic causes.

Energy Secretary Bill Richardson credited overwhelming suppont
from Navajo and Pueblo voters for helping him win a seat in
Congress from New Mexico two decades ago.

Regarding the presidential election, Richardson said, "l have looked
at some of the Indian precincts around the country, and as someone
who supported the vice president, I'd like to say, thank you once

again.”
@ stotrinne.com Pat Doyle can be contacted at pdoylef@startribune.com
e . R Ca:ulr-gm INC0 Star Troure Allrgrts reserves
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[Forests

revention

techniques,
Flagstaff, Ariz.,
sets example
that other cities
might follow

By Patrick O'Driscol
LiSA TODAY

FLAGSTAFF. Ariz — After
alarmingly earfy start
year's wildfire season,

ent whine of chatn saws
a famuliar sound
prevention in the inland

A 48.000-aau1_:m bh%
stroyed more
last month in Los
jolted many
West's wood
from here ©
ital, is less about i
fires than abour thinni
dangerousty Overgrown
that make such fires explode.

when Interior Secretary
Bruce Babbrtt traveled (0 New
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I the fire’s wake, Congress is
drafting emergency
for $115 milbon

derbox: the \
forest drainage w
the state caprtal
Babbitt says that watershed is
“at the very top of the lst for
... fireproofing.” .

for wildfire

Santa fe,
gets its water.

~U.S. Department of the

i

Fireproofing is an everyday
practice 1n Flagstaff, population
62.000. A gateway ity o the

35
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resistant  building materials.:
bility

“You have to take respons

hen you
chogse o live in 3 wooded ar-
ea,” says Roederer, whose fam-

ity carnies extra insurance and-

has a fire escape plan

Most local residents “love
seeing us out here,” says Mark
Shuery, a city firefighter direct-
|nﬁ°a crew of eight workers
W

felled trees last week in a
aty park They give away the
logs as free firtwood pile
branches and other “slash” for
burning in winter, when wild-
fire danger is low. .

Even so. the size of the task is
daunting. Wheeler esnmates it
would take eight years for two
year-round crews o finish the
needed “fuel managemenr”
The aty has a single seasonal
crew, which works from sprt
through fall. The General Ac-
counang Office estimates that it

would ost $12 billion © do .

such work in all the nation’s ur-
ban-wildland areas.
Advocates for large-scale
“restoragion” of the overgrown
forests have proposed 4 contro-
versial way o help pay for
work. They want m sell-com-
mercially the trees that are

pine clusters, anchored »
dwindling “yellowbeilies™:
huge, centuries-oid Ponc

(named for cheir pinkish-yel-
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I TODAY
trimmed to cut risk of

fires

Babbitt: Santa Fe is at the ‘top
of the list for ... fireproofing.’

:

says local resident Roxane

el i he
suit. “Ir's plain old logging.”
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Sam Hirr, founder of Forest
Guardians. 3 "Senta Fe-based
s that fied (he lawsut,
$ays. "Remewing four g of Rve
lf‘eﬂ Iy 106000 acres around

staff wilt cerainiy make the
zzzn tindustry happy Mt it
witl 1560 pirotect your home.”

Sheron Calbregth, who rep-
resents the Southwest forest
Alilance. a coqlition of loeal and

r%%m Froups. oatends the
0030w 2ome 3s oy great-
er (han FlagsrafPs true uitan-
wildland one.

The plots ~are s the middle
of the nagional forest, wizh the
nearest house 3-4 miles down
the road” she says. e

But Covingtan camplms the
-results of g{exrmsm experic

. ments with thunning and burre

g 0 2 medical bmhhro%
duning a chrwcal drug el

Ueanment § "sa ehviousty ef.
fective that you can't ethically
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-of the-actjve- fires burned.- - --

The fire center reported 92 major ﬁrcs burmng in the country on nearly
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Babbitt Vows to Aid Firefighters

By BOB FICK, Associated Press Writer !

BOISE, Idaho (AP) - With 1.1 million acres
ablaze across the West, Interior Secretary
Bruce Babbitt said Friday that firefighters have
a biank check to draw on the federal Treasury.

+ Gustv Winds Hamper Overnight

But he said no more manpower can be
assigned because every available fire crew supervisor is already on the
job, including several dozen from Australia and New Zealand.

Sending in more troops, for cxample would be futile if no one is trained |
10 supervise their efforts. He said it's up to managers to use existing
orces and equipment where they will do the most good.

""We have an open draw on the Treasury,” Babbitt said a.ﬁcf a briefing
at the National Interagency Fire Center. .

The money from the Treasury can be used to cover overtime, lodging
and transportation for fire crews. .

Nearly 19,000 civilian and military firefighters were spread throughout
the West - 14,000 of t.hem in Mom.ana, Ida.ho and Wyommg whcrc most

1.1 million acres.

So far this year, fires have bumed 5.22 miilion acres, the worst fire
season in at feast a half-century.

“"lt's a very tough situation,” Babbitt said. " We've got two, three more

weeks, maybe a month of fire season, and the weather prognosis is not
very good "

« Wind fans US fires - BBC {Aug
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Rolated News Stories

Firefighting Efforts - Reuters
(Aug 20, 2000)

20, 2000)

Whv Foresters Prefer to Fight
Fire With Fire - NY Times

(registration req'd) (Aug 20, |
2000) !

» Increasing Winds Are Expected i

To Fan Wildfire - Chicago
Tribune (Aug 20, 2000)

ters Fear Weather Could
Stoke U.S. Wildfires - Reuters
(Aug 19, 2000)
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Babbir declined to estimate the cost of the firefighting effort, which at
the end of Julv was put'at §13 million a da}_}

The priorities remain ﬁ:eﬁghte: safety and community proteciion. he
said. declining 10 speculate on any ? icy ehanges that may be made 0
avoid the same kind of fire bust in future years.

" There's going 1o be lots of time after Scptembc* 1iwreflecton
iessong learmned,” ke said.

" in Momana‘ ranchers on horseback tried 0 berd catile out of the way of

3 38.000-acre wildfirs burning southeast of Helena. Qther ranchers cut
barbed-wire fences in the hope cattle would find their way to safety,

said Ben Hess at the Gallaun County smergency op&razvons center in
Bozeman.

People have fled ranch homes but officials said they did not have a
count on the number of evacuees, nor did they know how much pm;m'zy

« Discovery Chaanel: Line of Fire-
Seev Recpect tur on {3id gl o
eare zhout wildjand firg
managoment, [y oul 2

fire-contol simulation. snd read
and hear smoke jumper nories,

» Fact Shesy Wilgland Firas
advance planning and knowi ing
how 10 proteet buildings ¢an
iesten 1he devastation of &
wildlandg fire, From the Federat
Emergency Management
Agangy.

More
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« Foothili fire protserion” Bmidigg
a fire-prone region brings costs -

Sacramento Bee {Aug 17, 2000)

Fcrrz P Managers mMjusl wake o
§ g&iii zEc s.§§g§ «ine
eponian {Aeg {7, 2000}

was jost. Some homes were destroyed, said Mike Koehnke, disaster and . _
emergency services chief for Breadwater County. i ?&%&m
Other huge fires burning across Montana showed little movement. P (Aug l;n:io:ﬁcln
i Magaz
" The fires have been behaving themselves the last couple of days,” ; He the fire forecast - The
Forest Service spokesman Kevin Kennedy said from Hamilton. i Eeonomist (Aug 17, 2000)
: b Eites soarked by %k}bzi warming
In Wyoming, a wildfire that closed the busy southern entrance 1o i W% - Denver Foss
Yellowsione National Park was heading into wildermness Friday, but | '8 ? ‘
another fire threatened 4 historic lodge built by Buffalo Bill Cody near W;{ Enxtonmentaj
the park's east entrance, % aws e oh {t g )
: . ‘ | ctos
o Dov. Jim Geringer was expected to declare Wyoming a disaster ares + Yahoo! Photo Seareh
because of fires, drought and the resulting financial risk for farmers. « Time: I the Line of Fire
|
In idaho, the 147,000-acre Clear Creek five, the nation's largest, was i’ %&:@M Albuquerque
burning actively as fire crews labored 1o keep it away from a Girl Scowt s
camp and the watershed for the eity of Salmon. , Audio
: - Wildfires Forge %vacfsatigg i
Smoke from the fire that has burned since July 10 prompted the state to %ﬁ:‘wm - NPR {Aug 11,
declare the air in the Salmon area unhealthy and issue an alert for the s ]
elderly, children and those with lung problems to remain indoors. | mw .
T VLS R SRS B x Mouniain Wildhires of 1910 -
) ‘ NPR (Aug 9, 2000)
. « An additional 26 900 scres ?
On the Net: nup://wwwenifc gov burning - BBC (Aug 7, 2600
- Mars...
Email this story - Dew moat popuiary | Printerdriendly format Video
) « Montang's Binerrpot Vailey 6
Earlier Stories L o MSNRC (Aug 16, 2000
Montang Fire Calms, Power Line OK (August 18) < Westem wiidfires finally loze
Mont. Fire Threatens Power Line (August t8) ground - CNM {Aug 13, 2000}
Mont, Guides Give Tour of Fire Camp (August 1)  Improved weathes conditions
One Miilion Acres Burned in West (August 17} promize (0 help battie sgamsi
M Acres urmed | t {August 17) Wcs%@ wiidtires ~ (NN {Aug
Montana Gov, Declargs Disaster Ares (August 17) 13
Mossage Boards . 16
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POPLATION SHIFT

WILDFIRE CONCERNS

't L0S ALAMOS A REMINDER -

An Increase mn Development
Adds to the Risk Created
by Overgrown Forests

e

By DOUGLAS JEHL

WASHINGTON, May 3% — The
wiidfire that swept through Los Ala-
s, NOML, thiy madth is sefting off
alarms scress the mouniain wWest,
wherg more and mMore AREricany
have ¢hosen o livs on the forest’s
edge,

Experts say z%xaz houging shift has
multiplied the danger ihat fires coutd
kindle simsilar disasters eisewhers.
At the siill is behind an urgant new
Congressional quest for millions of
doilars in emergenty money to iry o
ease the risk

The Dlaze in Los Alames, witich
consumad hundreds of homes. was a
pre-emptive fire gone awry. Bun
comymanities Kice Ashiand, Ore.cand
Missoula, Mont, whise popuistions
have sweileg with former city dwells
ers, the fire has served fresh notice
that resisdents’sit axiriﬁ» a volatile
mix.

*16's not a matter of il the lre .
gecurs, i's a matter of when,” said -

Fanl Surmmerfely, 4 1op Fire Depart-

ment official in Flagstall, Arizs,.
which is surrounded by the worid’s -

iarges? forest of Ponderosa pines and

where half of the $0.000 regidents are .,

said ta Zacz_s 2 seveln wﬂt«!ﬁre‘ risk.

IN'THE WEST RAISES:

Acress the country, tne datmage
caused by wildfire 1o homes ang

praperty increased sixfold from the -

1580's 1o the 19904, 10 a tatal of 3312
billion over the [ast 1§ years, feSerai
officinie $a&y. In an'averags year aver
the past decade, 1,206 homes bumed,
more than double e aumber over
the previouy decade,

Already ihis year, more thin
40,000 wildfires have copsusnd more
than s million acres, more than in
any sinilar period since 1996,

With the lesson of Lo3 Alamos is
mind, Congress and the Clinton ad.

" mimistration are working on a plan*™

that would focus an urgent new
reund of fireprevention efforts this
mrmrner 10 the danger zones whers
popuiations and wild iand mees,

“As peaple get their homes closer
and closer to asture, they becomé
more gnd more at risk” said Ken.
neth Q. Burris Jr., chief cperating
afficer of the United States Flre A
ministration, which is bawed in Em-
mitsburg, Md.

The smergancy measure is being
drawn up by Senatoy Jeff Bingaman,
Democrat of New Mexicn, and other
Western lawmakers with help from
the Forest Service and other federal
agenctes. Jt would nearly double,
$118 aulfion from $63% miftion, the
mmount of muney svailable (o the
governraent this year for offores in-
tended 10 prevent wildfires,

In.part, e plan would pay for
faore prescribed tives, ke the one
that ignited the Los Alsmos biaze, in
a finsco for which the federal govern.

- ment has sccepted responsibility. It

would alse emphasize safer bt more -

coatly stforts, relying in part on mua-
dal sutring and thinning of the dense,

ocvergrown foremts that surromd -

many Weswrn mountain commeni
ties and e at the heart of the Hre
risk.

“"Thé EVents of thie Fast tWo weeks

in MNew MeXico demonstraze that we
cannot simply aflow nanire 6 toke
s course,” Senator Bingaman

*>:

in 2 May 1§ ietter to Mike : i

the _ngmgt Service chief. .

rire, of course, is a natural evem,
but few Western forssts remain in
their natural state. Experts say the
current fire problem is 2 legacy of
the tast 100 years, it which most lires
have been suppressed and large
trens togged, feaving coday's forests
unnaturally dense, choked with de-
bris and fire-prone,

These years of fuel sccumuiatiin
have made it more Hkely that even a
small fire cansed by lighthing will
spread. That danger i5 reflecied @
statistics shaswing that the number of
wildfires that destroy {088 acres or
more in the United States has in-
creasad to a recens average of about
&0 a year'Irom 25 a year in 1884,

But there is no doubt, the experts
say, that the wildfire prodlam haeg
besn compounded by rapid popula-
tion growth in the nation's riost for-
estedt states, particularly by the
building of legions of rancheties. va-
cation homes and developmenis near
forest boundaries. That irend has
added new {ronts to the kind of threat
that has long plagued places like
Southern California, where popuis.

.tign growth inda remote canyons and

hillsides began several decades ago.

For oae thing, the proximiy of
peapie to foresta makes it ovore lice
iy that a cigaretie o7 a {awn mower
spark, tor example, might ignite 3

.blaze; an estimated 90 percent of

wildfires are caused by humans. Of
evess more concern, the aXperts say,
i3 the fact that the presence of houses
makes forest fires more dithcult @
controf, because prinrity is given w
protecting property, and more diftl
cult to pravent, because traditional
fire-prevention methods like com
trolied burns are often unpopuiar
with residents..

“We've creawed & situation in
which “the forest i3 ike & wood
stove,” said Andy Stahl, eXecutive
director of the Association of Forest
Service Employees for Environmen.
tal Ethics, 3 group of 13006 current
and former employees that i based
i1 Eugene, Ore. “We've joaded thar
stuve vmh paper and shavings ar

Z
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stiehs and the hke, bl now it's sit
ang in she nuddie of a living roem,
and we're eifing the forest manasg-
erg, O.K . take care of chis stuff, higt
gan’t hurn the house down™
The Forest Service estimnaies that
£ 4§ mithon Amercans bve (n
t 1 ocalls the urban/wildiand
wmtgrfage,” directly adjacemt 1o oy
seattersd withiy unpopulated areas
with wild land vegetation. The agen-
oy's estimate does Nol say bow many
of those peopie face a wildtive risk,
bt separate findings by soime fire-
prone stares leave ittle doubt that
the number 1s high
is Catifornia and Colorada alne,
officials there say, about three mil-
ton people face at least a modérate

wildlire risk, inchading the many whe -

hgve Duilt new homes in recent years
it areas ke the Sierra Nevada foor-
hilis in Lalifornia and Jefferson
County, west of Denver. *

A study by Dave Theobold, 3 ra
searther at Colorado Stale Universi-
1y, focusing on aress within {wo
miles of forest boundaries found that
nonuiation densities in those once
remote parts of the state had guadrue
pled from {968 to 1999, even befors
the lagt decade’s buiiding boors,

“Clearly, the states with a lot of
toreyzs have through most of the last
decade  shown  disproportionare
growth afd disproportisnate home
building, and that implies that we're
going 1o have more people living
&+ 1 the forest Qvan in the past,”

Aichae! Carliner, an ecanomist
W the Nauona) Association of
Homehmiders, '

What happened in Los Atamos has
dealt 3 major setback, at inast for
naw, te prescribed fire, the method
mast commoniy used by federal offt.
cials w reduce fire righs o Forest
Service and Natisnal Park Service
fandy. 0 that case, whilt was to have
been 3 controlied Baze 1n the Bande-
ligr National Monument guckly
spread out of control, uitimately
Burning more than 48000 acres.

The 30-day moraterivm on such
purming imposed by the federal gove
errument rermaing in effect, and laat
week interior Sacretary Bruds Bab
bitt pxiended tha ban indefingely on
park service land. Across the West,
the exampie is bound to harden local
resisiznoe 10 the setiing of blazes
like the aue i Los Alamos.

The main alternative, the maninl
teiming of countiess commercially
warthless . smali-diameter 3rees,
faces problems of #s owa. It is so
<osty thal the Forest Servies has
1ypically enlisted timber companies
1o de the work as part of contracis
et alse alfow traditional logging
H ¥, But sush  arrangements
h,  also tended o stiv strong oppo~
sition from environmental graups.

For example, in Ashiang, O1¢. a
commaniity popalar among wealthy
former city dweliers. 3 Forest Serv.
we plan 1o reduce the risk of a fire

A century of actions
that amount to an
accumulation of fuel
in the forests.

that could cut off the city's water
supply has bheen blocked for the fast
four years Ly Critics oppased o the
tact that it would allow timber com.
panies 0 SaYTY out new JOggINg. .

Frank Carroil, & spokesman for
the Patlarch Corporaton. 2 Umber
company based in Spokane, Wash,,
eriticized such apposition as shorte
sighted, “We have got to face realis
g, Mr. Carroll said, “and what's
happening now i3 that  variows
groupt are absoligely bent on a
course of caiastrophe for commani-
ties in.the Wese”

As one patential model, some Cons
gressional and ademmistyation offi-
cials have peen locking 10 3 project
undesr way in Flagstall, where & ¢o.
alitiors af governiment, mdustry dng
etvironmental grouns has begus to
make o dent in irimening the dense
Ponderosa forest that extends even
within the city limiis.

feen (hers, however, dppossion
from groups like the Farest Guard-

“jang, an orgarzanon based in Santa

Fe, MM has acied oy o brake, The
group opposes wihat i calls the cony
mercyalization of the nationz! for-
asts. and s erecunve director, Rex
Wahi, suggested (hat residenis wor-
ned about firs danger should not
expect sompons else ty soive the &
prablam for them.

*“They move io the rést and (ben
shey want 10 gef rig of the forest,
because i4°s peIng touted as a threat
to thew praperty.” Mr Wani said
“They need 1o (zke same respensibil-
iy for the danger themsolves.”

Tom and Gloria Brown walked recently through what remained of their
tarme in Los Alarnos, where hundreds of {amifias lost their homes.
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U.S. Will Aid Victims ™
Of Fire, Babbitt Says

Blaze Continues; Sacred Indian Site Threatened

23;;’ Groace Lannwrs Ja,
Yaskingeon Poss Ssaff Waser

Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt said yesterday
hg iz confident the gowrmment will provide 6-
nancial aid for Los Alaroos, NV, residents driven
ram their homes by the runawsy biaze that the Na-  @an
%m%mm&@wmfmm

With preliminary damgpe estimates hovering
zzmdﬁbiﬁw&ﬁa&n&wﬁhez&m%m
wifl provide 3 “reasonable response” (o the devas
tating fire “whether or pot thers was negligence™ in
setting it off,

Under federal law, he added, “if we were negh-
gent, we pay.”

The fire has chareed 42,0600 acres, but the Sames
closest to Los Alamos were confined vestevday to s
few camryons. Fersst Service spokesman Charies
Jankiswicz said. Pirefighters were keeping 2 cicee
agtch an ancient cHf Swellings sacved to ares Indd
ans, within 2 hatfmils north of the spreading blare,
- and Bad Gve bulldozers ready to protect the gite,

Winds were lower than expected yesterdsy, bngt
forecasts for today said they could peach 40 mph.
Forest Servicr spokesman Jim Paxon said the fire
was still only 5 pereent contained, meaning it was
not crossing a fire break hoe:

Hundreds of evacuated residents solemanly rev
turned vesterday in ooavoys of veliow school buses
* . the seared homwes, blackeoed yards and o
smoking vistas of their abandoned town, the Asso-
ciatad Press regorted.

. The buses jeft Santa Fe fur Los Alunos through
out the day, carrving counseicrs, Jergy and 360
residents up winding roads to ihe- conumunity many
left four days earlier. Only those whose homes were '
demtroyed were allowed back into the remote city.

 Access was limited, and tost visitors were
fmdwmmcdammwtbemum
smoverd siowdy through wown, The handful who did,
get off the bus photographed or videotaped the,
daage hut weeg told 608 1o 208 o close.

Juty Opsahl, 2 84-yearoid Red Croes volunteer,
whose home was sall said she was
more worned sbout her neighbaors than gbout her
ow fogs. “We're already starting o think about res
hiilding,” she said, acconding wo AP.

Speaking in separate Uiterviews on ABC's “This
Week” and CNN's "Late Edition,” Babbitt said an
investigation of what went wrony shoull be sub

skantiadly completed by the end of the week, At that’

xi&ﬁ%ﬁéggm it the Aot in
% pubiic m&xﬁgémwm
o ceawiusions.”

" Nationzl Weather Service officials say they
warned officials st Bandelier Natonal Moo
ment--5een hours before the burn was started 1o
clear flammable underbrust—that dry, windy coo-
divions made it an exrtnely risky exercise. It
raged out of control May §.

The fire, which destroyed ar damaged more than

400 homes and forced the svacuation of 25,000 peo-

phe, is expectaxd to barn for weeks, Babbitt said be
hedirved it was "pretey much out of fos Almos™ by
nowe, bt “there’s still some danger.”

{08 Alymon National Laboratory, whare the gov-
srament developed the atomic bomb i the 19408,
shoneed Hittie damage in an extensivwe and unprece-
dented tour of the facilities that officiais gave to res
porters Saturday. They said air monitors detected
no radioactive release, .

Aconsed by antiauclear ackivists of net being
candlid about the extent of the damage atwd poten-
tal heaith conecerns, Laby officisls and the Depart.
mwnt of Energy arvanged the vinit to the 42-square-
il ares with stops at key nstallations, inchsding
the nation’s only active plutonies fwflity,

“Fhix is an aiiempe 16 show yoo we are s hid-
ing anything, " the AP quoted retired Air Roroe Gem,
Fugene Habiger, the DOE's director of security, aa
saying. “H atryone thinks the goverument—ihe De-
partmsent of Energy--can suppress the truth,
they've wrong,"

Much of the ground sround the plutoniue facid
ity, which «its stop 2 high mesa, wes chagred, but
wmmwwmmmse
fmet ahowt of the bi fencn sround the site
Jenonen an Yechnicsd Area 55

AL other poinits, Sames camme within several hun-

xmmdwmm;mm

whitre ntear are conducted, and
Tectmical Area 54, where nudesr waste materials

are tenporaridy stored.

Somehbwmmmzlmmmmcm Tt

shows you who hoss,” nuclear weapons specialist
Tcm'lmhidtheﬂzt:abehmka'mm
"We're the elite—we've developed weapons of
many eegutons that on set off 2 gl fredali—
and now & wikifire seweps through here amd we
cantdos thingahout &7 .

Roy Weaver, the Bardelier supetintendent who
swthorized the bum in 2 303acre area, has been
placed on indefinite administrative leave, but Baby
bitt aaid b was withholding dgment,

“That's the purpoes of the vestigation,” e
said, “There are thrse possibilities here, One ig b
man error--semehody screwed op. The secord
possibility is that. you know, the standards and
guidelines {for conducting a contriled burni need
revision, and the third is that it was as apforesee
able act of God, [f mistakes were made, peopie will
:ﬂgﬁi accedintable, (here's no gussion aboul

Babbist expressed gratitude that soone has been
kiled or seriously injored He did s sy how
much recompense might be forthooming, bt said
aker talldng to members of Congress and she Jus-
tiee Department “that there's a general feeting out
there, which ] share, that we've got 16 4o something
o ke these folks whole,”

Staff researcher Noncy Shiner conivibuted to
this report,
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Controlled Burning, Out of Control

AS almbst everyone in the country Knows by
asw, there is nolhing esact about the scence of
“rontrodled” aor “prescribed” burning of foresis. it

is a time-hobored technique for clearing fores:s of

denris and thus preveming even more devastating
fires that ¢an incinerate entire landscapes. But
there 12 a thin iine hetween success and failure, and
what began as x controlbed turn i New Mexico's
Bandelier National Monument wound up on the
wrong $:ide of that line, Fed by winds gusting higher
than 60 mues an hour, the fire jumped its intended
boundaries, destroying sbout 270 homes and foreing
the evacuation of 15,060 peaple in nearby Log Ala-
mos. [t alse immaebilized the Los Alamos Natienal
Lanoratory, where {hBe nation’s nuclear weapons
are designed.

On Thursday the Natonal Park Service's re-
gional director suspended Roy Weaver, the Bande-
lier superintendent, whe originally srdered the
burm, pending an inquiry. Yesterday Bruce Babbiq,
the interlor secretary, ordered a 30-day moratorium
an controlled burns in the West while the tnvestiga.
tion procesds. Mr, Babbitt said it was not yel clear
whether the biaze had resulted Irom human error,

faulty rechncat gurdelines — rneaning the govern-
ment's own rules about how to carry out a pre-
scribed burn — or an unforeseeable act of nature,
Whiat is ¢iear is that nebody should be stamped.
ed into abandoning a policy of controtled burming
that, o the whole, has been remarkably successtul,
The fires are an esgential means of heading off

‘devastating accidental fires in forests that have

been allowed to grow (oo dense because for years
the government followed a misguided policy of
suppressing natucal fires, In the jast 20 years the
Park Service has set 3,783 lires, with only 38 “‘es.
capes” - fires that jumped their pre-designed
Hmits. On average,- abeat 2.3 million acres are
targeted for controlled burns every year,

Unfornunately, the conditions that encourage a
successhul controtled burn are not markedly differ-
ent Irom those that can cause disaster. A gyccesshul
eantrolled hum reguires a certain amount of wind
and a certain amount of dryness. Too much of both
<an cause serivus problems. The government’s sask
now will be 10 yse whatever lessons can be gleaned
from the Los Alamos disaster to make an essential-
ly sound strategy even saler.
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Restore Great Basin :

BY SANDRA CHERES .
THE ASSOCIATED )ﬁz
PRESS -
EMAIL THIS
RENO Nev, .- ARTICLE
Nursing the Great
Basin back 1o

ecological health will
be a monumental task
requiring ongoing
commitment from the
public, land vsers and
governments as well
as long-term funding,
range specialists say.
But to do nothing

A porsion of the Great Basin near Ely, Nev,,

[%;ugsﬂm@g{k_ is sean from an ovenock in the Bristiecone

of the West proni€ {0 Natural Area in this March photo. The BLM
devastatng wildfires on Tuesday released a repari proposing an
AR pEpetuates a initiaitivg tc: nurs;mi.l th:‘ rag{%r;kt;aft_:r? to
¢itious cycle in which ecological health, (Matt Wilkin/The

_ invading weeds and Associated Press)

grasses overtake native vegetadon, providing volatile tinder for.yet
more wildfires.

“The bottom lineg is the Great Basin is in ondis,” saud Duane
Wilson, a range specialist with the U.S. Bureau of Land
Management. '

The BLM released a report Tuesday titled "The Great Basin:
Healing the Land." Prepared by a team of experts, the documentisa
blueprint for the Great Basin Restoration Initiative, an ambitious
concept conceived after wildfires raged across the West last
surmimer. '

In Nevada alone, the mostiy lighining-sparked fires destroyed
more than 1.6 miilion acres. :

The latast report supplements one issued in November that
outlined problems challenging the basin's ecosystems,

One of the biggest problems is the invasion of exotic annual
grasses, such as cheatgrass, and noxious weeds and perennials,
eXperts say.

The Great Basin stretches for about 900 miles at its longest point
and is 570 miles wide, covering 75 million acres in Nevada, Idaho,
Utah, Oregon and parts of California.

Scientists say cheatgrass, which grows quickly and is highly
flammable, already has claimed about a third of the basin.

“Without quick, decisive action, much of the native grasslands

2.0



and shrublands burned will be tnvaded by annual grasses and
noxious weeds,” the report said,:

“The ecological diversity and ability of the land itseif to sustain
natural resotirces will be in serious jeopardy. Further, annual grasses
... mean more fires, more invasions and an acceleration of the
entire downward ecological spiral.”

The initiative goes beyond resioration of bumed areas and
emphasizes the need to look at the basin's'overall ecological health
and other factors that have contributed to its decline over the past
150 years. such as grazing, agriculture and other human
encroachment. {

_ But the fix will be neither swift, inexpensive, nor all-encompas-
SiNg. : '
"Restoration will not rid the Great Basin of cheargrass and other
annual grasses and noxious weeds. [t is already (oo late for thay,” the
‘report said. .

The goal, however, is to maintain or re-establish healthy plant
commaunities while sustaining wildlife habitat and nultiple tand
uses, such a5 recreation and grazing,

For the 2001 fiscal year, the BLM ig asking for £2.5 million for
the project. The agency hopes to secure $10 million for ¢ach of the
next 10 years after that, Wilson said. :

"It's not going to be cheap,” Wilson said. "If funding is piecemeal,
the plan would be doomed o failure.”

Members of the BLM's Sierra Front-Northwestern Great Basin
Resource Advisory Council were briefed on the plan Tuesday during
a meeting in Carson City. L

Most agreed the basin’s future is at 2 crossroad, but many said the
agernsy needs to do more than study the issue if it hopes to convinge
the public - and Congress, which holds the purse strings -- of the
wuative’s importance. '

"~ "I've seen a iot of sizzie but | haven't seen any steak,” Doug

Busselman, executive vice president of the Nevada Farm Bureau,
said afier the BLM presentation.

He said "chasing dollars™ for studies and collecting data to find
out what scientists dom't know wouldn't cut it.

He and others suggested pilot projects that people can identify
with. : '

"If you're going to ge‘z public support, you
need 1o find a patch of ground," Busselman
said. '

John Singlaub, manager of the BLM's
Carson City field office, noted the agency is
undertaking $40 million in fire rehabilitation
efforts. ‘ - .

“That's more than sizzie,” he told the group.

Regarding the long-term initiative, Singlaub

. said: "The first step 1S to say we have & huge
problem here, If we don't take a step now,
we've lost the basin.” I o

The BLM plans to hold public hearings on
the initiative this summer.



Ehe New YJork Eimes

Office of Communications

MAY - 9 200

Fire Burns QOut of Control in New Mexico

By JAMES STERNGOLD

LOS ANGELES. May 8 — An ef-
fort by the Nadonal Park Ssevice o
set a controlled fire m a densely
woaded arsa of New Mexicn has
bivwn out of conrol, farciag the
gvacuation of thousands of peapie
and threatening the Los Alamos Na-
tional Laboratory, where some of the
countey's  most  sensiive  rmiciear
weupons research is conducted,

The Loz Alamas fre siarted
Thursday, when the park service be-
gan buraing thick stands of pandero-
58 penes and coniers that had acoe
maiated 1n the Bandelier National
Morament after years of suppress-
ing nasural fires, But the afforts, for
whith  officizls  bad  exensively
pranned, quichiy went awry when
firce winds, gusting up to 45 miles
an tour, swddenly blsw e blare
heyand the Hre breaky that had been
grepared and biackened hundreds of
acres throughant the weskend

Kevin ¥aark, 2 spakesman far the
auclear laborarory. said e live hagd
reached the western 2dge of the lab-
osatory site, which covers 42 square
maes. He said the laboruiory had
been closed, wish about 360 emergen-
oy personnel on duty and the spther
15,600 ar 8o ernplovees sent home,

Mr. Roark sa:d the fire wag threat.
ening bunkers where high exgiosives
were stored. The bunkars, made of
hardensd concrete and eanh, sur-
vived a fire i 1377, 50 the laborawery
was sty contident thers would be
ny problems tus time. He added that
auclesr materinls, Hike the plutorum
used in bombs, were stored in sepa-
rate shes that are oot near.the fire

Steve Coburn, the Hre marshal
with the Los Alamos Counfy Fire
Department, 3aid that roughly 2,008
acres hadburned and that about 500
househoids south of the C1Y. sear Las
Alamos Canyon, had been evacuated,
Many more people had valustarily

The Washington Times

Forest fire paralyzes
Los Alamos lab | .~

LOS ALAMOS, NM. — A forest

fire spread to 5,000 acres yester-
day, forcing hundreds of people
from their homes and virtually

shatting down the Los Alamos na-

tional nuchear jab.

As the biaze burned shout hatf
a mile away, smost of the explosive
material at the Los Alamos Na-
tienal Laboratwory was safely pro.
tected in nonfiammable concrete
and mets) buildings surrounded

teft the area He said the Ciiy looked
ke 2 ghost wwn, with the aw gk
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with heavy, dark smoke and ash |

swrrling ot the stoff winds,

Ferest service officials sad the
fire might be rontained in 3 few davs,
&t best, if the winds died down,

“The eondinpns were i the acs *

ceptabie mis when they began the
burn, but the wings this ime of year
are very unprediciable,” Mr. Coburn

said. He said there had been no -

ries and no homes desteoyved, bet the
fire was wihin several hundred
vards of @ residential area.

Another lire. near the southern re-
sort town of Ruidoso, burned 4.500
acres znd forced the avacuatim of

more than 260 homes mwday, The As.

sociated Press reperted. That fire,

mastly on the Linceln National For-

g5, started Sunday and has de-
stroyed & mobile home and two
romes under construction. Twa fire-
fighters suffered munor mjunes,

MAY - S 20

by earthen berms, said John Gus- .

tafson, a laby spokesman,
'No serious injuries were re-
e eted
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Interior Boss Warms Up to Idaho Fires

BY STEVE STUYEBNER
BPECIAL TO THE
TRIBURE

SALMON, Idaho -- Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt looked down
from a helicopter Tuesday moming and saw 11 small fires slowly
burning in the Frank Chwrch River of No Retum Wildemess Area. 2
fair bit of smoke, and thought it was a beautiful sight,

““Here, for the first time i the history of America, we can see the
entire panorama of naniral fire management in action,” Babbitt wld a
clutch of reporters outside the Salmon airport following the hourlong
flight. "This is the vision of how we'll be managing forests in the
West, and across the nation.”

Ten vears after fires charred nearly half of Yellowstone National
Park, Babbint extolled the virtues of letting fires burmn naturally w
renew forests by weeding out sick and dying timber, avoiding huge
catastrophic fires and improving wiidlife habitat,

The 11 fires burning in the Frank Church wilderness in central
Idaho cover an estimated 7,600 acres. They are expected to bum for
the remainder of the summer unti] they consume about 38,000 acres,
officials said. .

Letting fires bum also can save money, Babbitt said.

Monitoring the naturally occurring fires costs about $35 per acrz
compared with $500 to $1,000 per acre for full suppression,

Intensive monitoning continues throughout the day, said Kent
Fuellenbach, spokesman for the Salmon-Challis National Forest.
Twice-daily flights keep track of the fires, and their progress is
wracked by Global Positioning System satellites. Meteorologists
provide information on weather forecasts, and ground crews collect
samples of twigs and branches for labs to check on moisture content.

Lerting fires bum also can save lives, Babbint said,

““This morning I saw some of the most rugged landscapes
anywhere in the world,” he said. “"This is tough, tough country. It's
really dangerous to have crews out there trying to fight fire in such

iermn.”

Even before the epic burns hit Yellowstone, the U.S. Forest
Service had been allowing wildfires to bum in a number of Western
wilderness areas. The practice has been going on since the
mid-1970s.

In 1994, the Clinton administration forged ahead with a more
. aggressive natural fire policy o improve forest health, Since the
policy was implemented in eanest last year, the number of natural
fires in wilderness and fires set by agencies in the spring and fall on
other federal lands have increased. .

By the end of 1998, as many as 2 million acres of wildlands may



bum wader the sew policy, Interior officials said.

Kathy Jo Polloek. 3 spakeswoman for the Interagency Fire Center
i Salt Lake Civy, said Utah is in the process of compiling a
prescrnibed burn plan for Lial's federal lands.

Betore a decision can be made to conduct a prescribed bum. 10
s?pp;css a fire or Jet one burn, a prescrived burn plan needs 1o be in
place.

Such a plan takesinto consideration factors including how much
dead timber is in the forest, how a burn would affect wildlife habuat
and air standards set by the Environmentai Protection Agency.

© 'The plans can change every year,” she said. "Even a change in
the weather can affect the plan.” _

Key congressional leaders disagree with the Clinton
administration’s policy, ¢specially in regard o the use of logging and
hivestock grazing to reduce the potential for catastrophic fires.

Rep. Helen Chenoweth, R-ldaho, who chairs the House
Subcommittes on Forests and Forest Health, said Tuesday that
large-scale timber-thinning should occur before wildfires are allowed
to burs in forests.

“Logging does have a role to play in forest health,” said Chad
Hyslop, Chenoweth spokesman. 'If we combine the best logging
principles with prescribed burning, we can restore the forest faster as
opposed to & massive wildfire that destroys evervthing, To say that
fire can solve all of our problems is wrong. Babbin suffers from
tunnel vision,” ‘

Babbitt acknowledged that Congress does not unanimously
support natural fires.  We need (o do a lot more show and tell,” he
said.

One of the biggest obstacles to allowing fires o burn is the
possibility of people or property being destroved.

The ldaho fires are threatening a historic homestead on the main
Salmon River, called Lantxz Bar, and the Gatin Ranch, where nine
homes are located i a rural subdivision, fire officials said. Fire
crews have “fire-proofed” structures at both locations, including a
ranch house, which has been wrapped in fire-resistant material,

{f conditions turn nasty, and the wilderness fires are juddged to pose
an unacceptable threat, full suppression efforts will begin,
Fullenbach said,

© Copyright 1998, The Sakt Lake Tribune

All material found on Utah Online is copyrighted The Salt Lake Tridune and associated nwws services. No
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Babbitt, Firefighters Mark Overhaul of Wildland Fire

Gearing up for fifth year after tragic fire season, Interior Secretary returns to Boise

As immortalized in Norman Maclean's Young Men and Fire fifty years ago, planeloads of
elite wildland smokejumpers soar over the Rockies, step into the air, and parachute back 1o eanh.
prepared for anything, miles from the nearest road. Only now work just got more complex.

For this year, under a new federal policy, they may start as many fires as they suppress.

Inadry. La Ninag Spring.: Babbitt ‘joins jumpers and officials at Boise's National Interagency
Fire Center on Thursday, April 1, to mark the complete overhaul of wildiand fire operations that are
safer, healthier, less costly and destructive for firefighters, taxpayers and nawral landscapes alike.

" Specifically, he calls antention to federal results of: 1) dramatically increasing the number and
size of prescribed fires (172 percent), agency-by-agency, state-by-state; 2} aggressively thinning
small trees in forests choked with fuel. even in Parks: 3} carefully reducing excess smaoke through
fuels management pians just completed with the EPA Air Quality Planning & Standards office.

“Five years ago. on this jetway, [ heard very had news. Fourteen firefighters were missing
and believed dead from an exmeme fire that blew up near Grand Junction, Colorado. Soon [ spoke
“with the grieving families. They all felt what one said specifically: ‘I hope that you are going 10
change things o make sure this doesn’t happen again.” [ promised we would change what we must.”

Agricuiture Secretary Dan Glickman and Babbirt cleared the table. They questioned
everything. They set out under the Federal Wildland Fire Policy and Program Review to f{ind
ways 10 wotk safer, work smarter, work closer together with states, counties, contractors and
each ather. They fﬁrged steady partnerships and ‘charted a clear new scientific course in fire
management. In the process, they confirmed what many on the ground had long suspected:

Fire is natral. Suppressing fire builds up fuel. That fuel load means wildland fires now
burn several hundred degrees hotter, twenty-one times bigger, and spread many seconds faster,
growing ever more lethal, destructive and expensive to fight. In the 1970s we spem millions each
year to put out wildfires, A few years ago we spent over a biffion. It was time for an overhaul,

*This season may be intense,” said Babbitr. “But we cannot simply blame La Ning for the
recurring mgh!mrc western cities face each summer, Over this century cur presence on the land -
- grazing, loggiog old growth, development of homes in fire prone zones, and, above all, fire
suppression - has triggered a sequence of changes that only worsens the crisis. To defuse fires, we-
had 1o de-fuel them: we had to integrate and internalize fire operations into annual land management
decisions, and use progressive grazing, thinning, buiiding codes and fire to restore healthy flames.”



Phat overhaal Jiin't just nappen on s 2wn. {4 wasn'o simple. {t ok . Aage an
Sorperation. &zz Aler nard work 3 aew uotude - wward lighzzng firg with tire . 13 weil znoer o

iP A wormied Flagsaff fire distrior chief last month asked the Forest Service (0 onndud: 4
presmhe:é fire. and they Jid. wuh the desired resuits.

2) "Figeproofing” a forest by thinning out small denge azzdergmmh as planned in Grand
Canvon Mational ParR™was controversial, but moved forward, armed with sclznce.

3} A new EPA repoft. "Where there. is fire, there is smoke, and smoke polluies our air. As
land managers increase presceibed buming on our nation’s wildland, areas affectsd by the smoke
must stll meet the federal air quality standards. Federal. State, Tribal land and air quality managers
are working in parnership (o reconcile these seemingly contrasting goals: healthier wildland
ecosystems through the increased use of prescribed fire and cleaner air{www.epa gov/airlinks/s. "

fs it woriclng" Consider these numbers:

Before 1994, USFS managers in Montana burned less than 10, 000 acres & year. In 1999,
they will burn 75,000 acres. and by 2001 more than 100,000 acres.

QOr congider how last vear, firefighters fought wildfires that burned 12,000 acres of BLM
fand in Montana, Next vear, Uire manpagers plan g sef fire to treqr 14,000 BLM acres in Montana.

Collectively, the five federal wildland firefighting agencies plan o trear 2.3 mlihon acres,
neariy a threefold or 172 percent increase over the 10-vear average.

One graphic measure of progress is that Boise's crew of 68 Smokejumpers now market
themselves o fire managers in all agencies to help start fires, o reduce dangerous and dense fueis,
Smokejumpers once furloughed for the winter stayed on 10 compilete these projects.

This spring they plan to assist with 20 separate projects in seven western states, ranging
from prescribed burns to mechanical treatmments and prepping areas for hazardous fuels reductions
with BLM, NPS, BIA. USFWS and the USFS. “We know what the forests need, and why, and how
to get there. We take a project from start to finish, allowing managers 1o concentrate valuable time
on other assignments,” said Sean Cross, Boise Smokejumper Manager. -

Nor is this merely a western development. In the Southern US Region, 10,000 unwanted
wildfires have been controlled after burning just 117,000 acres, while 700 restorative, prescribed
burns have treated 544,000 acres.

Bevond healthier landscapes and safer firefighters: taxpayers benefit. Conducting prescribed
fires typically costs about $30 per acres. but can range from 85 10 370 depending on the size of the
fire, the type of material burned, and the proximity 10 buildings. In contrast, suppressing wildland
fires costs about $700 per acre, but can range from 33500 (o 31,600 per acre depending on severity.

Whao: Interior Secretary Babbitt, NIFC officials, Boise Smokejumpers

What: “Fulfilling the Promise” event to mark overhaul of fire policy.

When: 10 a.m., Thursday, April 1, 1999

Where: \Iatiana} {nteragency Fire Center, by Airport. Smokejumper Loft, Boise
How: Brieflngs, remarks, state by state and ageacy breakdowns of changes, impact
Why: Healthier landscapes, safer firefighting, savings for taxpayers \

DO~
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Approximate tire use in fve faderal agencies {35 of September 27 1998), Prcro 1998 the
Ggures include praseribed firg and “prescribed natural fre” Seginning wn 19980 the tigures
include gregeribed fize and “wildland fire use ™

wr

1997 1998 13-Year 1399

gemcy Actual Projected Average oal
USDa Forest Service 1,097,638 ¢ 1.249.450 61,602 | 1470060
Bureau of Indian Affairs 36768 | 33,000 SLISS | 100,500
Burzau of Land Management 62.680 130,000 36314 220000
Natioral Park Service 70,000 | 102,000 50000 | 110.000
.5 Fish and Wildiife Service 332,093 300000 | S-yr ave 224,378 400,008
Total 1,385,199 | 1,888,170 §43.646 | 2,300,300

_ 1999 - lB-Yezz"Averaga Comparison

L'SDA Forest Service

1999

1,470,000

£l

10-Year

399 . 11

% Increase

461,602
Bureau of Indian Affairs 100,500 51,155 96%
Bureau of Land Management 236,060 36,314 291%
Naticnal Park Service - 110,000 30,000 120%
(1.8, Fish and Wildlife Service 406,000 | 5-yrave 224,378 78%
Total 2,300.500 243,646 172%
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TLC Documentary Highlights Training of U.S. Smoke Jumpers

U.S. Stisoke Jumpers are highly skilled wildland firefighters that use parachutes
Jor transportation into remote areas to provide initial response to wildland fires

The Learning Channel network will welevise 2 documentary episode entitled “Smoke Jumpers Boot
Camp” which will focus on the training and preparation of a 23-person team comducting training
exercises. The segment is scheduled to air Saturday, March 7, from 8-9 p.m. and again at 11~ midnight
(EST3.

The Smoke Jumpers are an elite group of interagency specialists from the Department of the Interior and
the Department of Agniculfure that are considered the most highly skilled wildland firefighters in the
nation. They use parachutes as transportation into remote areas in o order to provide initial attack on
wildland fires.

Alexandria Productions, Inc. in cooperation with The Leaming Channel Adventure Series, followed
smoke jumpers throughout their training sessions at a base in Oregon to demonstrate their physical and
mental fitness, and the weil-disciplined teamwork required of this elite firefighting force. The segment
takes the viewer through the grueling hardship and intensity of the training and teil the personal siories
of the smoke jumpers from their first jump and fire training in forested areas.

- DOI -
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BABBITT TO USE FLAMETHROWER, HIGH TECH, TO ‘FIGHT FIRE WITH FIRE’
Prescribed burn at refuge helps build national computer model to predici fire behavior

-

OfTice of the Secretary Contact: Dorm Whitmore/Jamie Workman
For release: February 18, 1598 ) (4073 8610667

From the bed of a moving pickup, Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt will use a terra-torch two ignite
a peescribed fire at 11 am. on Thursday Feb. 19 at Memnitt Island National Wildlife Refuge in Florida,

- But this 800 acre burm isn't just any high intensity prescribed fire. It will simulate conditions
generated by wildfires, while a national team of scientists - sponsored by Los Alamos National
Laboratory, the National Weather Service, the U S, Forest Service, the U8, Fish and Wildlife Service,
the U.§. Air Force and the Kennedy Space Center - studies and measures fire behavior and impact.

The results will help build and focus a national computer model that can predict actual fire
behavior under given weather, terrain, and habitat conditions. That model, in turn, will help cities
and states as well as fire professionals plan safer, cheaper, amdd more accurate management of fire,
fuels and private property throughout the country, sspeciaily in the West,

“This is a classic swords into plowshares story,” said Babbitt, “We are drawing on tools and
expertise developed during the Cold War and using them in the careful and scientific defense of

America’s precious natural heritage. These models help our campaign to fight fire with fire.”

Babbitt, who worked on the fire lines during parts of the past three summers, reaffirmed that
when Gre threatens lives and property it must be put cut. But he demonstrated how fire is essential to the
vigor of the landscape, how always excluding it everywhere has proven risky and costly, and how the

-Administration would use fire and other tools to restore health and safety to forests and rangelamds. ™

“For over a decade, wildland fires have burned hotter, bigger and faster, growing more lethal,
destructive and expensive to fight," said Babbirt. "A century of snuffing all small and regular fires has
clogred our forested wildlands with dense, dying and exotic fuels. Once ignited, flames now result i an
intense, unpredictable inferno - killing life down to the roots, leading to mud stides and floods, and loss
of game and wildlife habitat.” ,

[nn ane typical forest, fire before 1986 burned an average 3,000 acres each year. Since then fire
has averaged 83,000 acres, a 21-fold increase. Decades ago, taxpayers spent $100 million to fight fires
in the U S, today we spend $1 billion. By contrast, raging wildfires stop in their tracks when they it a
landscape that had been thinned and treated with prescnibed fire.

Babbitt plans to make those exceptions the national rule, saving money and lives, Under this
drive, the Clinton Administration is investing $40-50 million to double the acreage of fueis reduction
through ;}rescr:bed fire, treating 1-2 million acres by 1998
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. : INLITE HOLDE LY :
‘Advocates careful flre use cw boost wilcdland nealth productzvamy

Fresh from his experience oul on the fire lines of Arizona,
interioy Secretary Bruce Babbitr today gave an address bto the
20th Tall Tinbers Fire Beology Confersnse in Boise, ID.

Ee spoke to unite ranchers, loggers, conservatiomigts and
cutdocr enthusiasts, arguing that investing with care in
prescribed wildland  fire will yield rangelands and forests that
are healthier, safer and more productive over the long term.

"Nine decades of strenuous fire suppreseion have reduced the

. natyral diversity and vitalizy of our plants and wildlife,” said

+

v

Babbitt. “Too many trees must compete for scarce nutrients and
waley, Causing gerious problems of forest health.®

*Recent naticnal polls, practices, and the Yellowstone
experience all confirm that America supports the role of fire in
growbth, stability and renewal,® said Babbitt. "But the consénsus
for prescribed fire ig much harder to obtain on multiple use
lands in the West, where competing atakeholders may often
digtrust each othery.”

. In order to iarga a congensus behind prescribed wildland
fire, Babbitt argues for:
* Using the Bureau ©f Land Management’s newly created Resourcs
Advisory Councils to build federai-sgtate.private cocalitiong -at
the local level, finding where all parties can agree on how,
where, when and why to praacribe fire.

L Reinvesting a larger share of the procesds from public lands
vo maintain the health and productivity of those resources.

*To reform fire policy, history provides us with a good
consensus-building precedent,” said Babbitt. "For back in 1311,
after scientistse, stakeholders angd the public all united to
gsuppress fire, that Congress provided the funds and legal
mechaniam to create the premier firefighting system in the world,
Now, as the national paradigm continues to shift toward
oregeribed fire, tnis Congreas should “gapand in kind.*®

-DOT -
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CABINET SECRETARIES ENDORSE INTEGRATED WILDLAND FIRE POLICY

Secretary of the {nterior Bruce Babbitt and Secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman 1oday
endorsed a joint federal wildland fire policy that will provide greater uniformity, help streamline
and improve interagency coordination and communication, and reduce risks 1o both prople and
respurces,

After the 1994 fire season. the Secretaries chartered a comprehensive, vear-long study ©©
give torm. substance, direction and prionty to the tdeas and lessons learned by wildland fire
managers gver the past two decades.

Their 48-page report is a landmark docuement, wirning what managers have learned in the
field over the vears into a cohesive, uniform federal policy. That policy directs managerstor

Nintegrate wildland fire into land and resource management plans 1o
protect, maintain, and enhance natural resources,

NBase fire management activities, including suppression action, on the values to be
protected, cost, and land and rescurce management objectives;

NAriculate the roles and responsibilities of federal agencies
i wildiand/urban interface {where inhabited areas mix wuh
undeveloped wildland);

NEnsure that federal policies are uniform and programs ace
implemented cooperatively and cohesively.

Although it will go into effect gradually, over a period of months, the Secretaries have
already directed their land managers to assume the responsibility for the implementation of the
principles, policies and recommendations of the Report.

, "For years we splintered fire -- as good, bad, natural, prescribed. state, private and federal -
- and each agency had a different response for each one. But wildand fire respects no boundaries
of categories, and neither can we, Qut new federal policy shows all land managers from every
agency how to prepare for, respond to, and use wildland fire through ong standard approach’ “said
[nterior Secretary Bruce Babbitt, who fought fires as a youth during the summer of 1994,

RE}
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Secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman also gave the Report a top pricriey, “This
nteragency policy will encourage Federal Land Managers 10 exercise their full range of options in
dealing with wildland fire, from allowing fice 1o function in its natural role 1o prompt suppression.
While wildiand fre ZaN be a destructive force. it is also a sual pant of nawre that can be managed
for positive purposes.” ’

Tha report reinforces the commitment of the two Depariments to personnel safery and
reanagement accountability. Protection of life remains the first priority. The second protection
pority 13 property o naturdl and cultural resources. depending on the vaives (¢ be protecied,

The repont also addresses one of the more complex fire management issues tacing tederal
agencies: fire in the interface between wildlands and inhabited areas, The report spells out a clear
operational role for the federal agencies as a partner in the wildland/urban interface to fight
wildland fires, 10 reduce accumulations of fammable vegetation, to provide technical assistance to
staie and local governments, and 1o parlicipale in cogperative education,

The new policy, contained m a report titled "Federal Wildland Fire Management Policy and
Program Review," was prepared by the Agriculture Department's Forest Service and the [nterior
Department's Bureau of Land Management, National Park Service, Fish and Wildlife Service,
Bureau of Indian Affairs, and National Biological Service. Other agencies participating in the
development and implementation of this policy include the Environmental Protection Agency, the |
Federal Emergency Management Agency and the National Weather Service .

* Chpies of the full Report may be obrained from the Office of External Affairs. National
Interagency Fire Center, 3833 §. Development Ave., Boise, [daho 83705.5354, or by calling
208.387-3130 or 208-387.5457. The report 13 also avaiable on the Internet at.
hutpo/fwww £s.fed us/land/wdfire. him
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