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U.S. to Resume 'Prescribed Fires' 

Eremptions Granted to Ban on Controlled Burns in West 

~e ~.lliooal Plrk St:'Vice is :lbout to fe'Surne setting 
"pre:..;rib«i tires*!n !><'\'eraJ l<X:ItF'lns in tht- West. :l 

pr:lnit;e that Interior Sec,eury Btm:e Babbitt ;usptoo. 
,xl ~J.."'iler this y~ar alter one such fire roared OUt of con
tfol am:! caused ext~nsi~4lmage in La:. Alamos. N.M. 

Pl;k 5e!'vK:e odiciaJs saJ.d ,tat in . .\ug'USt. Babbitt ap
proved a?~ lor re\;sing tht-agency"l procedures in 
""'tting controlled fun on fedtral2l1d, with the goai 01 
::ntngtht moratorium apirut the pra<:tict by March L 
in t!'lt rneam:.me. Babbitt ga~ tl'.e Park ~ tM au
:horiry to grant exemptions to tnt moratorium uOOl!! 
dllhtly controlkd conditions, thty s.aid. 

Dick Bahr. ,j ~l managtrr'le'J'lt 5peciali:;t with t~ 
?l:k Service, :>aid ;.'esmday that the agtnCy hu grant
~rl exemptions to allow pft'$(nbeod fun itt I~ Ioca
'.:Ons this Y«t: Like .\-1m ~ationaL R~tlQl'l Area in 
.'i..vaea, YosetrJte ;>;atiOflal Park in WQm.Ia. and Se
quoia and KingsCanyQl'\ National Park in Caliiornia. He' 
~a~ many as:!.1x additional ex~ptioNmay be grant· 
ed ! tm. year. 
?r~~ bW"Tl! art inln\ded to cl&r out dowMd 

Jnd u.a.1dint deadwood and bnuh that can furl cata
~troph.it firt!, 

Baht :wd that the tirmng of tht lites will dtpmd on 
loc:u ..:ondltions and tht judgment oI1oca.l Park Sttvict 
otf..:iah but that a.lI 01 1M lin!s shouJd be (~by 
:J"y, 30, w(Urn tilt Park ~ COIlSiden the end 0( the 
burn )e3.5<in in tilt" WesL Afo..er thai. wet winter wtat.~ 
na.mpers ooth natural and matHNrtt fun. M $olid. 

l'M~_er guidetin~ set by the Part ~, tilt ~xe:np
dons werl!' granted only for precribed lim coosilkred 
high priority btlt also ~Iow riskmd low CQ~m' 
,hould romedung go wt'(mg, Baht said. He !laid the tim 
will not bt ~t when' there art homes Of IXher occupied 
~tl"U~tures r.e-ltOy. Local Park ~Mct-ooida!s are being 

req:.u.red to haw the ttSOUtC'e$ and manpower re:tdy 10 
cleM with a ~W{)rst case Sottf'..at1o: a polic), lhat 'h'aS 00. 
In p~e At the titre oi the di!l.lStrouS New :vJexico ;ire. 

'We doo't wm;t ;a.-'y opportunity for a iirt! to ~el OU, 
.1nrl impact homes.· &.V said. "Basioa.l1y, we- don't v."3Jlt 
.lOOthM ,\1ontana orCerro Grande.' 

Cem) Grande i.s the namt of a hill in :he &ndeli~r ' 
:-:atiooal Monumcrn in New Mexico near Loo Aiamos. 
wher!' a prtSctibtd ~ wall ignit.e;:i May 4. High. t!mric 
winds drove W fin! beyond the control am. toward t.'1e 
i!jty and the I.m ,lJamo& National I..:1IxIflItOt)'. Before 
the fin was finally contai.ned. itdewoyed 235 homes itt 
Los ~atld burned 41,600acra. 

in te1{lOfI$e, Babbitt ~ tilt moratorium on p~ 
'\tribed !ires on ~ land from juSl ~ of t.''It ~tiY 
'\issippi Riom to the Pacific Octa.n, 

The procw that Babbitt set in motion :n A..gust m· 
voiV('S ~ Stages for retlning and implemeoting new 
procedur6 for Pre5Cnbed drei leading up 10 t!le 
;llanned lifting of!.ht tnOratoriwn in March, Baht s.aic, 
lit: said the MW p-ro::edWl1 include 1'Ilt:aSW't! to a&\I$'J 

the risk of any firt and the ~~ if tM UHex· 
pe(ted 0ttUn. 

Atoording to the- National lnteragfncy rtn Center in 
&i~, leabo, thm weTt 84,9&/: ~ that burned 
ll.most 7 mUtion.ten::! of 1wI.iCro&S the Gt'Jttd States 
bm...een Jan. 1 wi Oct. 21. A total of 852 StrJctutes 
-;.erede1tf'Oy(!d by tilt fires. which cost ahnost S878 mil· 
'-ion to :>upprrss. 

Idaho 'AU! tht' hatdest.rut statt, It ex?ItMt'nctd L598 
:\rei that burned t2 million acrt! 01 land. ac~crding to 
J:us compiled by tilt C1!nttt The- nen !tudest-hit sWt' 
wu Ylonttrta. ...-htn 2.366 tim !lCor-cnoo 947.819 
~ in N~ wildfim!: CO\'t!ft!<i'mort tIwI 600.00'.) 
al;res of !and, 

In contrul wtk!iiR! have ~ 9,009 acres in \'it, 
Isinia and 500 llC!'O in Maryland so fat t!tia year. accord, 
ing to tht' 'center. 

http:troph.it
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U.S. Backs Tribe, Rejects Gold Mine. 
R • C d· fi of :'~"'n".· 8,,,,, ""ct. ··W, have Proposal• esource8. ana tan rm met all (he t'J:et for mmmg operatloWj 


has 30 days to appeal federal ,(,b" "'~:. . 

decision about its plans: for an The )\tll, ..3 mIles omheast of £1 Under tnter,(ll' Secre':ary Bnxe 

. . d Ce:mQ, IS 11'1 the hear; of a re""'on that o~bb t' 'b b ",__
open-pit operatlon on a esert has $etm "old mm:fl" for m~'te than .,.. I" .. e ureau !t.'ts .....,...om.e

'" '" much :.oughel' 11(1 requests by r:nsite that lndians view as 100 years, Three of the slale', mU3t vate toncuns to l:M! puolic iand 
sacred prwuctive gol" mlne$ of the 20th ten- for gra%l:lg Of m!nlr.g. B.aotntt has. 

. tury, the Picacho, :.tesqUitif nlld .said that "1" the ola days. BDf 
American Girl It'Im(!$, are nearbY. all was Nslca.!ly it doormat:' 

By TO!'olY PERRY on federal land. • The L-nper.ai VaJley case has 
tl\ltS>t Iff .. !tlnR Courtney Coyle, a La lolla att1)mey ~n reV!ew~ by i:'ItenOf' Depart· 

SA:; DIEGC-The le<Mtal govern r>1prt!sentmg the Q~hans. eal!~d :he men~ attc.'1iey :ohn Leshy, ·.>,.'ho 
mem has sld('d w1th ~a:.ive Americans bureau's t~ntative ruling "an e:«:e;!er:t C'lnciUdea . that the ag@l'l.cy !Las 
try~ng to blOCk 3: prOposed L600-aere step in the nght direction. Contrary:o aLl1honty \U1der the 1980 Callier
Ope1l'11tl gold mme on publ:e tand m the nOlsts the r.llrlmg compaoi' IS mak- nia ~~rt COfIRrvatlon Area plan 
eastern Imptnal Cuunt}' tMt the moo mg. BL.M is co scl!d ground:' to l'tject the mining request. 
COnsldert mred. ' (n iu tenUHlve de(;$\al\, the bureau U!~hY', apiruon was reVtewea and 


The U.S, Buteau of Land Mana~ 
 concluded that !he rn:o!ng operation appr~ by Bibbltt. 
ment. which centrols the !:md. has ten~ ·'wot:.1d result l!'l ,;gmft<:ant adverse ef
tac'!ely l'tlected a Canadian ITllnmg ,Fects (0 prehtstonc cultural resaurce$. 
company's bid. although the agency Xative Amencan :.radltlonal cultural
has gwen the firm 30 dai':t Ut wruch (0 U~~ and values, and ViSUal resources."
appeal. 

Up to 130,000 tons of rock a clayThe case i:s seen as a tMjOt' ten of a 
would b( 1!'llr.Ed and dePOSited In piles.1996 oroer by Presldent CHnton tr.at The gold would be coaxed from Ute orefederal agencies show sreater 5ef'.Sltlv by bathmg rT'Aunds in sodium cyanide,tty to d".e "sacred ~phy" of Xa~ 
a SUlndard mdustry praet!<e that fedlive Amencans. 
eral ttgu!aton consider safe if dOtle.Before that order was issued, federal 
prvperly.pohcy, governed by the Mirung ACL of 

18';2, :ear.ed r~avlly l{IWard granting Clam:$ Imperial, part af a Bntist! 
perr:llssmn far o:r.mg un publiC prop ColumbIa cljmpany, had pramlsoo to 
erty whenever posslb:e. buy 1,600 actet elsewhere in the desert 

The Quechan :ndian !liati(ln assert! to swap fot the nght to use the public 
that !he rocky. wmd'i'Wept at1!'3 land. Clamis also voluntooroo to move 
bounded by P1Ca(:ho Pm, PIlots Knob one of tht ore Map.s away from an arta 
;led M':lgguu Peak contains the :sptnt!l calle\1 the Trail of Dreams. where Quf!" 
of t!1e Cteator and tWO ()d!.er mytho- chans believe that they can COm.tl'!1..Int
1-:::g:-c:a1 figures whO pasStXl through the i:att WIth spints and receIVe viSIOOll. 
reglOn alhoL!sand yean 3g0. The area 1'he company has said tnere l3 scant 
:$ mentioned prominently in QUe<:han evidence that the Queehw have \W!'d 
5ar.gs:. the $ltt lot religiOUS obRrvar.t"Glamis Impetial Corp, 3'eneral man' in the last !taU"1:emury, But Coyle
ager Gary Boy!e saJd the company I!!I' branded that asstrtlOn ". verypeets the Bureau of Land Manag1!mfmt e.thnO(IHltnC point of V'tew" be-
and Its parent agency, thl! ~partment cau", It assume!! ,hat land'must
of the fnterior, to reject lUi bid and is boe V'(S1ted or built apon to be Spit"
prepared ta file a federal Iawtwt. An· ltua.lly jmportant..
earlier laWSUIt was thraWl\ out of court On Its reHrvatiol't the tr.b«! hu 
In San Diega as premature a ca,ino and an !!!xtennve farmmg

"Irs been ObVlOUS to t..-'e tru1'I1tIg in· opetat.kn The mmu\I PIt would
dustry that the Department (If the rn~ bt about $U m:les frum the popu~ 
tenor has been trymg t(l amen.d the !ate<l part of the mervat!OJ\,
~lint:ig Act of \372 WIthOut the benefit Glamll Impetlai l'\.,j! spent 

seven yeart tnd S1<i million ptl!'" 
pann8 to< open the mIne. The land 
bl.1fn\IS tum!nt poslt:on, to M' 
pubibMd today It'! the Fe<1fm 
RllTltte1', stgnai' .. shIft fur tM 
agtney, wl\1i:h more than two 
YlatS ago 3:ppe~ on Lhe verge 
of approv;:nf the propolsal. (7 

• 
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mailto:ag@l'l.cy
http:L-nper.ai


, ."~' .,: 

II ~. I 
:;\ \l I 
I}I I 

., . ~. 

Interior secretary tells Indians that 

education is No.1 priority 


Pat Doyl.i Star Tribune 

Speaking to the largest American Indian organization. Secretary of 
the Interior Bruc,e Babbitt told tribal leaders Monday that improving 
education on reservations will be a trip priority no matter who wins 
tne U.S, presidency, 

"The single most important opportunity for the corning year is 
education." he told the 51th annual conference of the National 
Congress of American Indians in St Paul. "It's predictable that the 
next president is going to have an agenda." , 
He urged tribes to prepare a program to take advantage of money that 
probably will be available to them for improving Indian education. 

"All of us," he told the tribes. "must put together an education budget 
that is large and expansive,lt 

During the campaign. Vice President At Gore pledged to strengthen 
'he tribal college system and Tex.. Gov, George W, Bush proposed 
spending $928 million to repair, maintain or replace tribal schools,, 

Improving Indian education is shaping up as a major Issue,at the 
lnditm congress' conference this week at RiverCentre in dO\o\l1tO",,"l1 
Sl Paul. About 300 tribes are expected to attend. . 

Indian students -- on reservations and in urban schools .- long have 

,had high dropout rates. In Minneapolis. JS pertent of aU students who 

started nintb grade in 1995-96 failed to graduate four years later. . 

Indian students had the highest dropout rate -~ 62 percent -- of arty 
racial group in the Minneapolis School District. 

In the all-Indian Red Lake School District in northern Minnesota,.I5 
percent fail to graduate. 

Moreover, fewer than halfof Indian students are regarded as 
proficient or advanced .at math or language skills. according to the 
Bureau of Indian AffairS (BIAl, ' 

Education is Babbitt's responsibiliry bei;ause he oversees toe B[A, 
which funds or runs schools on Indian reservations, During the 
1998-99 school year. the agency funded 185 school, with 5) ,.1.1 i. 
students in 23 states and 63 reservations. It also helped fund $~r\'!cl!s r"-; 
to 400,000 students in educational programs or coUeges. .A.. 

lof2 
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The conference wilt explore ways to narrow the gap betv.ee" 
non~[ndians and Indians in Internet use ;;md other technical skills. 

"[f they don'r have access to technology, they cannot be competitive." 
said Susan Masten. presIdent of the Indian congress. 

The ~senled presidentia'l election was on the minds of conference 
participants. and,Clinton administration officials used the opportunity 
to thank them tor their support of Democratic cau~es. 

Energy Secretary Bill Richardson credited overwhelming support 
from,Navajo and'Pueblo voters for helping him win a seat in 
Congress from New Mexico two decades ago, 

Regarding the presidenti.l election. Richardson said. "I have looked 
at some of the [ndian precincts around the country-. and as someone 
who supponed the vice president, ['d like to say, thank you once 
again." 

Pall!oyle can be contacted aJ pri(nltfilstartrib'lnt.com 

i 
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TuESDAY. AUGUST 21. "000 retarv Oan Chc-kman are to re?OrtU.S. WEIGHS PLAN 
back "to President Clmton w:(h tM iJ:g of W1prf!t;edent~ quantllles: of 

resulU Q\ a r!as~eument prcmpled low-qua!t,y wood. 

by (M current fire 'rasCr.. whIch ,$ So lar. ,he r.;os: powerful CP!Xl
TO LIMIT SPREAD on track to cetcme :!'Ie most l1evu- nents ot thl! Flagstatf expenmel'!\ 
latlng IJ1 dt>Ca6es. are envIronmental groups that re

Admut!SUatlon otflCt.t15 haVe d~ lard {he etto" liS htt!e more: than .aOF FOREST fiRES chned to $pt!Clty thi! !X.em ~(any yetl for ~mmtt(;U'IJ {oums :0,11 mey 
new dh::rt. but they have clearly say shOUid have no place In In!! !Ia' 
slgtlalfii an !ntermon to upand Slg- tl()nal f01'*1($. M.d. ,bough 1M coah. 
nlficantly the kind of thlnmng al· Han aUembletJ in support of the plan THINNING OUT THE TREES ready under way. They have o;>tnly IllCruiks, number ot envIronmental 

expressed admiration for ttl.- t'~rl' orga.ru2,.;lUons, lnf;!udJ.ng the. Natur~ 

ment ~il'1S aU.-mpted in the d.-noSe C01W':rvancy and ~t' Crano. Canyon 


Experlment in Arizona May Be Ponderosa pl,."le loresls ouul\i~ Flae' il"'Ust. ~ cppooents have louccess. 

statf, wheI'1la broad: coalitIOn of goY. fully sued to ilmll tJ'Il~ tOtal Sl!~ of the 


Applied E!sewhere in Wa.h ernment, indUStry atLd enVlronmen· test plotS 10 hundreds ot acres rath~f 

tal :eaden I;a~ JOL"led lorces behU'ld !.han t.~ lhousa.nG.s ~nV-.sLQned by ad. 


of Devastating Season 	 a tOS(Jy approach that ulVolves!.tit vocatH. 

ft'moval of many small tt~s while


Ie "we Str0f\8ly OppoSf ,he prtl)e-ct a$ 
targer. mort commerclally valuab it now $1aruU and will Illllat~ "'sru:') 

By nOCCLAS J EHL AI ones are lett !:!ehltld. to stop It.'' ~lUd Bryan B:nt eXKU~ 
• I "We really n~ to scale ~IlS up to .". F CFLACS'AfF. A."'\l., Aug. t I - n • bb d tlve l.1trt!'Ctor ot UK ores! cns~rva· 


:he aftermath of bla.:~s that hav~ a Slgmflcant level." Mr. • II! sa! tlon CounCl\ '01 SatLta Fe, :-r,M" one of 

SCOrched tTHllions <it acr'll Ji WeIst_ In an uuervlew. $t:verat gruuPli trYlng !o b!,ock. :ne 

ern forens th~s summer, th~ rllllton The FlaastaIf expenment wa:s un- next step In th-e e~rtment. which 

admlnlstration wllJ try :0 extend :'la_ de!"tuen WIth federal support III would W\~ ~"Ie tOtal test 'area to 

nCI'IWHle art experimental effort hete 1998. 1.''1 response to residents' ctm-. 'mere than 5,00(1 acre'. 

10 re<1uce fire dangen by t.hi.nntng cerns alter IOI'Y$( hres LJl 1996 drew Thert IS no doobc, tire experts say. 

mall tnt'" :!'Qm forests .a.ru::. leavtng don lOthe City. At pres~t, however, that tr.QSt Western forellt! havt be • 

.,e largest. most !ire-rtslsrar.t be- it lIIvolvell only JOO acTS. I,;ome datl l1!rou$ly overlTOwn and 


.- ·hlnd. AS eVulenc. ot the ';llan's promise. that thu\nutC Utem could recuc!! !he 

One draft OemS clrculat~ by 1M lIS arcl'lUt<:ts pout! 1O what did and n$k D1 a HtIt'tltlOnot the curnnt fire 


Fores! Service as MormoWi f!rts u; did t1Qt happen thi$ June. When one ot season, IOn Monday, ted.nl! ott'u::al! 

:-.ionlana and ot.he:r states conClnue to the seuoo's tug blazes SW1!j)t Said that the amount 01 land burned 

burn, call' tor tnlMl.."lg. over. t5 through Pondervsa pme' IJl a sectum hy w\ldflru tJus yt.at was already 

yeAn:. most or all of the 4(! million of !.he Kaibab Nat)ooal Forest not flU' w>eU abcve five rrulUon aer~ and 

3cres I)f natIonal 10resT now Qft'me(l a"'ly. A.nand of j)Uln had preV'lous- that many blaze' m Itard-hn states 

at hIgh risk ot catutrC{lhlC tlre. ly ~!.h.tnt'ted (0 abcJul10 pttrceru 01 lik. Montana and IdlJJ\o were not 


The estlmaa<i cost ot the plart ~ !u former den.my. Wlth the laritst. likely to be tX'Ul'liUlshe<1 until ' .. "1e 

"Islont<! by the craft j$ $825 mullan a most ttrtwtHlstant amonl those left nr$t snow,,: 

yUT. one ruimU'IlSl:n:uon o/flClal betund.. As the atchtteall had ~ Sut quenlolU, abOl.lt the scope of 

Sa!I,t !.hat small i.sland was m~:ly spa,~ .•. such Proltw:ts •. and '" I.ftsult·!.helr 

~"The' 'admlll>stratlcn"~~reasSHS''''''lU flames that had been leapUlI u.n- cost. f.maJJ\ 1 50urce Of blt!er diV'l

ment of ItS approach to W'!1CftrM contrnllably from tre-etop to tr",top Sl.OM that art lik.ly {O surface even 

:oJJOW$ ((lUcum !rom cons.rvaDVu dropped to 'tuJIld levtd Wben!ite)' more visibly thill 1a.U. as COOl"!! 

woo say the goy~rnmenf should have t'!~ tM tHt %OM. holds heannss aboo,t :lus summer's 

dent' mere to tomba! tM tire threat "j think 'Nt have ~n from rl!!5ulu ti~s and bejiM to weIgh any admtn· 

In the We,L :hrDUgh emergency lnl' that ate orr' the grwnd. t1 we can lStnUOtl plan. ' 

gllli measures advocated by the nm· redUce the densuy of trft!. we can ....Ml"f'::, tht cntlcs WhO nave ac: 

Mr industry. ' 	 nave • better chance ot 'COtit.rolUna cus~ tM a4mtn15~ratlon of mactl!:m 

AdmimStrauon o!flclahl haY!! dis· the W1l<itil'd." ltm Golden. fotet to date., Gov. Gtoorge w. Bush of 

)'mssl!'d that aCCllsauOl'l a.$ po)!itlca.lly $uPII'rvtsor in tM Miihbonnl ~ Tuas the Republican p~51denual 

mot/vatr<J. but appur OO'N te be m1lO National F(j~ u.id as he 6- Ittlm!ll~. In an !IItetvlew Wlth The 

movtng loward bread adoption of a coned a VlSltor throuah one test plot.. Seattle TintH on Aug. 12. Mr, Bush 

Flag,tW-st)'i.t a1tern.uvt> in the But the Flagstaff ItuUattve also sllld poUtan that had l'dtt'\(!et1 1011. 

hope that It <.It<ll .,rove ac:ceptable to lllwttat!S. the- !orrrudable hutdle1 sma and thtMtnl 01 underbf1l!h had 

both tM i."ldustry and envlrcQmenta!. that may y.t lit in the way ot an ··made the !Ol'flU much more dan' 

,roup" .' approach that has oot fully sat;stied getou, to fite:' 


." ~, At least a panjai; V1!fSKm of the l!'ithtr Jlde In a bitter debate. and 
-" • 'olan cool(! 'be mad,e publlc u early as that would rtqutff that a formula be 

ex: month, When Int.nor Secretary fOtUl4 to make pl,);Ulbll!' w harven· 
,r'uce Ba.bbm aM AaMculture sec· 

• 
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U.S. Backs Tribe, Rejects Gold Mine 

'C d' fi of leglS:a:lCn." Boyle Saltl. "we have Proposal• Resourc&e:. ana J~n nn :net all thto rules fc~ m;nmg cperauons 

has 30 days to appeal tederal of this sort:' 
decision aoout its pJans for an 

. . d
open·ptt operatiOn on a esert 
site that Indians view as 

ed 
sacr . 

fir TONY PERRY 

SAX DIECo-The federal govern
ment has ~ltdta \\''\th !\'a-:.ivE ArnEncans 
,rymg \0 block a proposwJ 1,@acre 
open-pIt gold mine on pUOlic land 1n 

eastern :xpenal County that the tnlJe. 
conSiders sacred, 

:'he U,S. Bureau of Land 1'1ana~ 
ment. which {:ontrol~ lhe land. has !en
I..myel;: reje<ted a Canadian mlnlng 
company's bid, although the agenqt 
rms given ~hc fIrm J{} days tr. whIch to 
ar:reaL 

'rhe case 15 seer. ilS a ma'lM test of a 
1996 order by PreSlde!'!t Chntec that 
federal agencieS Sl'lOW greater sensity
ity to tt:.e' "..acted geography" of Na~ 
tl\'e Amencans" 

Before that order was isrued. federai 

., 
"poliCY. governed by the }llM'lg Act of 
:872, leaned heaVily toWard grantmg 
petffilSSlOn for mining on public prop
erty Whenever pOSSible. 

7l:e ~han IndIan ~atioo assert3 
thal :he rocky. ......Ind·swept area 
bouni1ed by PIcacho Peak, PilotS Knob 
and ~fugg'!n~ Pioak contamll tM splnt! 
cf lhe Creator and :wo other mytho
lOgical figures who passed through the 
f"glon a thousand years ago, the area 
is mer.tloned prommen:~y l1\ Quecr..1n 
;ong5. 

Claml! impertal Corp, general man
ager Cary Boyle saId the company "!X" 
pee1$ the Bureau of Land ltanagement ' 
and its parent agency, the Department 
of the IMeelor, to re!eet lUi bid and III 
prepared to me a :e1era.! laWSUIt. An. 
€cl.r:ier 1.aw5"J:t was thrown out of court 
m Siln DIego as p~mature, 

··;:'s b(>en "bv:oU$ to the rruninglOw 

dUSlry that the Department of the In
:eilOf r.as been trylng to amend the 
~:mmg Act of 13;2 \I.'th01.l~ the- benefit 

The ilta. 45 miles nOdtNist of El 
Ccr.tto, 1$ ;l'I tte heart of a reglon tr..H 
has $et'fl gold mimng fer mort' t!"kln 
100 ye.. /'S, Three of the sta!e's ffillSt 
productive geld mtnes of the .Bth ten
('Jry, the Picacho, .\!esqUl~e ;inti 
Ame~lcan Girl trim!!$', <Are nearby. aU 
en federal lano. • 

Courtney Coyle. a La JOI:la attomey 
repr6et!(lng the Ql.«nam" called the 
bureau's tentative ruhr.g "an excelJent 
step in the nght directlor:, Contrary to 
the r..o:ses the mlnmg com;::any IS mak· 
mg. BL.\{ is on solid ground." 

,n Its tentatlve deC!$lon. the bureau 
concluded that the mmmg operatIOn 
"wOUld result In Slgmficant adverse~' 
fe<l.$ to prehlston< rultu."'3L resource!!. 
:-1allve Amentan ttadllior,a/ cultural 
:.Ises ami \'alues. and vIsual resoutces." 

Up to 130,000 tons of rock a day 
would be mu".ed and dePOSlted in pl:es. 
The gOld would be coaxed f:om the ore 
by ba~h;r.g :nounds Ln sodIUm cyanide, 
a sUindard industry practice that fed
eral regulators ronstder safe if done 
properly. 

Glal'~lts Imper'.al. part :>f a Brit;sb 
Coiumn\a company. had prOrJ'.lsed to 
buy 1,600 acres elsewhere in the desert 
~o swap for :he nght to 'lie thf publiC 
land. Glam!! also volunteered to move 
one of tne (Ire heaplI away frnm an area 
called !be 1'ra:1 f}f Dreams. wllere Que-
chans believe that (hey can rorr-.muni" 
cate WIth splriU and ('t'Clllve VISIOru!. 

The company has said there is sc.ant 
eVidence that the Queenan! have 'JSed 

the $Ite for rellglous QORrv9nces 
!f\ the !ast haU"'Century But Coyle 
~randed that assertIon '9 very 
ethnocentn( polnt 01 qe>,I(· be
cause It assume, that land :r.uSl 
b4! V::Stte>l or built upor.. ~(! be SPIt"' 
ituaJly Important. 

On its t!arvat;on. the m~ t'l4s 
a caslno.and an exten~lve farmmg 
optrauOll.. The mU'Jng ptt would 
~ about nx frlliu {rom the popu
lattd part of lh* mervatlon. 

CLam:S tm~tJ.al nas 5pent 
seven yean and $H mIllion pre
paring to open the :nuw. The land 
Ou.rt!3.l.{S current POSitIOn, :0 De 
published today In the Federal 
RtS'\stet. SignalS a shIrt (Of :he 
agency. which more than :wo 
yean <lgo appean-d on (!'Ie verge 
of appnwmg the prO{lOsal, 

tnder !ntf'nOr 5eCretarv Br-Jce 
Babbitt. the bureau hu "become 
m!;Ch tougner on requf!$l$ by pnw 

Vat~ COn(enu to '.lSI!" put:'ic land 
for gratmg or mmmg. Babc;!t has 
said that "m the old days, eLM 
was boislCaliy a doorma:." 

The unper.al Valley case has 
betn teVlewed by Intmor Dfpart
ment at:.orney JOM t.eshy. ~·:lO 
COl\duded ~hat the lIgency jas 
aJthonty ljf,<ief the 1&80 Cai:fllr
MIa Desert ConservatlOn Area p:a:1 
to rtJl!Ct the mlt'lmg ,equest. 
Le!hy'J optnl.on waf ,eVJ.eweQ and 
appr~ by BabbItt. 

i 
I ' . I 
\ i ..,-., . 
\~ . 
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Disaster in Los Alamos illustrates the 
concept of a . moral hazard' 

Ltbcrc ~ anything 'that ~eO~OlIllSf.S agree on. it is that :nc:mtives 
matt:!. In other word.s. people's dccisiol1.S are aifec:ted by the 
rewa:rd.s or peDAltiC1 attached. to each alte:rI:Wivc: they consider" 
furthermore, incentives are tmporunt whether they are tnooct.:lIy 
arnot 

Media ane. congressloruaJ reactions to the ~cnt fire that deStroyed 
or damaged hundreds ofho",cs in Los Alamos. N,M.. provide an 
interesting ::xa.m..plc of non·moneta..,,), incentivc:s. They also 
iHustnlte an important idea in ~onomje anaJysis. that of "moral 
hazard. ~ Moral hazard ex:i.su when .a particular set of incentives 
'.mintentionaily ;m>vides motivation for people to do things !bat 
"'" bad for ",,,,.ty as a whole, 

Let's begin with a CQmmo~ look at the circu.mstaDces of the 
fi", itsoli GovcnunOilt decisions affected ",leost two fiu:tQts: how 
rllc fire started; IIXI<I wily rllc bl""" was sa iutlmSe and spread so-
Most media "'lX>'" on tho lin: focus "" rllc first question, haw it 
stam<I. Dan lWhcf, with m. IIS'WlI """'sam pomposity, <:>lIed it 
.. b.....u.ratie blunderin:;. 'In oth.,. words, media reports mossed 
that governtllcnt resource managers made a tniStake when they 
chose to bep a "pn:zcribed burn" under inaPPropriate conditions. 
Various congrusmen tut..tuttcd ahou:t ill.compcteTtGe aM 
threaumed to hold inv.:stiptive bearings. 

Only a few stories noted rllc mote salient fa.:! that rllc fire burned 
as hotly as it did and traveled as quickly as it did bee ..... ofa 
dcc;ou:iu-IoCI pemmcm policy of fife suppression. Suppn:s.sillg 
wildfire. allow.I"'ge qunnti~.$ of fuel to build up. practi<:>lly 
__"",eing that any 0VI:DtUal fire will be abnormally bo~ It also 
0"''''''"' that such • flro b. able to travel quickly along an unbroken 
train of tinder, 

Government bashen will jump up in glee and say. "Y.., the 

govemmcn1 screwed up on both accounts." But that ~,I\Won is 
superficial and pretnaNIe., 

Fire suppression enjoyed Dcar.tm.iversal public support for 
decades. Fuel buildup is IS scvcre • problem on pri""",ly owned 
lands as an public: on... For """"des, '. ptoII:c:ting" forests by 
putti:o.g out any fi.rc:s that started seemed u common s:em:c as 
putting OUI fires in homes IUld busincssc::s. . 



The r!!:lE.zauoc:he.:: 5.:: :luc::rr~ss:oo iDe..it:l.blv led to rt'n.Jcb ::o,cre 
de5:::::."'..::::::v-e ::ires onlv d.~·/J:::ioo=.d t.O :he :a,st :;O'vears or so JJld :r.eI ' 
much ;":s;s-;:unce in ?uolic a.nd pn......ate forest ~aIle-m seeton, 
;;"''he:-: ::an.:.:ilily occurring fues '.A.'ere: aJ.Jowe:c:i to bum Ul 
wel1~:"'1'Io""11 ?ubUc places. suc:,. as Yellowstone Ne.nanaJ PJ.tk.. 
criticism WilS as s.narp and i..umerihue as- the n::spocse to we Los 
A.la.tnos Src, 

P~b"lic and'private la.nd :na.o.a.g:rs :s.ljk= learned t.haI the 
purusb.tnents for S"'.a.T.ng Ztwthy fires. or ever. letting WCtt ;turn, 
far olJtV,'clgh the rewates for rCS'tl'Jr.ltion ofhealtby ecosystef.~ a.cd 
:lyoidance of more za.t:a.Sttophlc fires ,",eI'the long run. 

Congress' budg<:t priorities contribute: to this asymmetry. The 
Forest Servtc: ana 3ur-.au of Land :Mana.gement are ex;>e:ted to 
act as if they have a blank <:heok for firefighting. to throw all tho 
resources they have in.to punlDg out fires, But Congn:ss aJJocates 
inadequlitl: amouD.tS for forest a:od ~ managemenr. inl:luding 
people and equipment to safely c.arry out prescribed burning. To 
make marte.s worse, in a season when then arc maay fires.. 
ongoing resourct !'T!ar.agemc:nt ~udptS frequently a:re robbed to 
pay pa:' of fircffghting costs. 

The upshot is ~t despite mang sc1cntinc. evidence that 'We have 
too rew fir.s on Fodelallands. we still have a poliey o;as against 
letting fire play il> o.axu:al iIIIlI hnltby 101•. w. dent appropriate 
onough tax dollars to wry out as many presc;n"bed. bums .. we 
should nor to de so with """"Ih pc<IIll<o iIIIlI equipment to __ 

dw t!rings go ""corditis to plan. 

Reacoono to th. Los Alamos fire ..... likely to a=tuate dw bias. 
Public iIIIlI priV1!!e foteS't<lS 0""" again have boen impressed with 
the fact that • badly ",_god pnm:ribed bUtn will bring 
oond<mnation. punitive disoiplillary ..cOllS far individllals and 
moneury li.bility for tho agency or finn involv.d. . 

But there will be .0 <imilar peo.oltics far allowing fu.l to 

accumulate and fOfests to become armed 'bombs. No member of 
CA.1:l"'M has called for hearings .... why exc...iv. fllel has 
a<cumulated in many Fedt:tai ftmosts. No major uewspape!' or TV 
netWork bas entioiilllll chronic u:aderlimding of the BLM and 

forest Serviec. 

So bow is this" moral bawd'?- A ccm.rnOn textbook e:xaIIIple of 
moral hazard is life iDsurane. polioiO$ without. clause limitil!g 
payment in case of immediate Sull;ide, Such policies give . 
depressed or financially pressed individ.uals an eeouomic incenuve 
to kill themselves. Al:IOtMr is tho 19I1OsU.S. policy of insuring 
d<pasn. in savings :wd loans w)1ilo ignoring in<7easingly risicy 
loan makiDg. The "''''''''ie 10 the Ke.tmcth ~ and Hal 
Greenwoods was: .. Throw more moocy into the crap game. With. 
gnod roU of the Qi"" you will get ric.h. ifyou have • poor one. the 
FSLIC will pay your deposito",· That eventUally CO" U.S. 
ta.~yers some S200 m.Illion. 

http:amouD.tS
http:S"'.a.T.ng


sacbee: CaJ Repon Page I of] 

, ~ 

• 

Federal land managers 
defend prescribed 
burns at wild fire 
summit 
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By SCOTT SONNER 

Associated Press Writer 


RENO, Nev. (AP) - Forest Service 
officials and the head of the Bureau of 
Land Management defended 
prescribed burns Wednesday as a 
critical component of any strategy to 
retum more natural fire cycles to the 
West. 

"I think the conventional wisdom now 

is that prescribed fire makes sense 

aOd you need to have it," BLM '. 

Dfrec!or Tom Fry said during a break 

at a wildland fire summit called by 

Nevada Gov, Kenny Guinn. 


'While il does have its detractors", 
we are past the poinl where we are 
questioning whether it is appropriate," 
he said, 

Prescribed or controlled bums are 
intended 10 clear out unc:ierbrush and 
reduce fire fuel. The Iheory is several 
smaller controlled fires reduce the risk 
of a large, potentially catastrophic fire, 

. , ' 

Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt 
suspended all prescribed bush-
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suspended all prescribed bush-
cleating fires on department lands 
until June 12 after one got away last 
month at los Alamos, N,M" The out-of-control blaze 
scorched about 48,000 acres and left several hundred 
families homeless, 

"los Alamos is on a lot of our minds as a nation," said Bob 
Vaught, supervisor afthe Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest 
in Nevada, the largest national forest in the lower 48 states, 

"And yet prescribed fire is a necessary part of resource 
management. It is an important ally we must rely on in order 
to do the best management," he said in a speech to about 
200 firefighters and land managers at the summit. 

Babbitt i. conllnuing the ban on prescribed burns on lands 
managed by the National Park Service. But Fry said the BlM 
would resume work June 12 on the prescribed fire program 
with a goal of buming 289,000 acres of BlM lands by the 
end of the year - up about 30 percent from last year. 

That includes about 8,200 acres in Nevada, nearly double 
last year's fIgure. About 23,653 acres have been burned 
intentionally on BlM lands nationwide so far this year, 

''We have targets end goals but it's always a very local 
operation determined by the weather and other things," Fry 
said. 

Gov. Guinn organized the summit in response to the 
cataslrophic wild fires that bumed a record 1.6 million acres 
of Nevada rangeland Jast summer - an area larger than the 
state of Delaware, ' 

''The conditions of lasl summer still exist, not only in Nevada 
but thrciughout the Great Basin and other Westem states," 
said Bob Abbey, Nevada state BLM director. 

Much of the threat in Nevada is because of an invasive 
annual weed called chaatgrass. which is taking over large 
areas once covered by sagebrush, Cheatgrs.. grows fast 
and bums readily. . 

''We have a pending enVIronmental crisis on OUr hands," said 
Guinn, a Republican who is chairman of natural resources 
committee for the National Govemor's Association, 

"Unless we change the cUrrent status quo and make slrides 
at reducing fire-prone weed species. we can expect more 

2& 
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frequent and larger fire events," he said, 

'Whatever we do cannot be a short-term solution," Guinn 
said, 

The Forest Service spent $20 million, the BlM $30 million' 
and the state of Nevada $6 1 million fighting the lightning
sparked wild f,res that raged across the state last August 

"We were not prepared for such an event," said Cheryl 
lyngar, a county commissioner in Lander County, one of the 
hardest hit af&as, . 

"I don't know how you could be prepared," she said, "It was 
, too big, We had fires we didn't even know where they were." 

At the peak of the fires, Interstate 80 was closed in both 
direclions, as were the mejor roads running through Battle 
Mountain 10 the north and soulh, she said, 

"It was scary to contemplate there was nowhere to go," 
Lyngar said, 

Gary Zunino, northem regional manager for the Nevada 
Division Of Forestry based in Elko, Nev" said it was credil to 
everyone involved thai no one was killed in last summers 
fires, 

"Even though it was a catastrophe, it could have been 
worse," he said, He said federal managers have been 
receptive to recommendations that local leaders - such as 
mayors and county commissioners - be Included on federal 
firefighting teams shipped in from out of state, 

"The teams were un/amiliar with the terrain and unfamiliar 
with the local needs of livestoclk operators," Zunino said, 

"A lot of people had never fought fire in sagebrush before, 
But by the same token, if we didn't have them we would have 
had nobody," he said, 

'-1 
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Interior secretary tells Indians that 
education is No.1 priority 
Pat Doyle i Star Tribune 

Speaking to the largest American [ndian organization. Secretary of 
the Interior Bruce Babbitt told tribal leaders Monday that improving 
education on reservations will be a top priority no matter who wins 
the U.S. presidency. 

"The single most important opportunity for the coming year is 
education," he toid the 57th annual tonferem:e of the N'ationa1 
Congress of American Indians in St. Paul. "'It's predictable that the 
next Rresident is going to have an agenda." 

, 
He urged tribes to prepare a program to take advantage of money that 
probably wlll be available to them for improving Indian education, 

"All of us." he told the tribes. "must put together an education budget 
that is large and expansive," 

During the campaign, Vice PresIdent AI Gore pledged to strengthen 
the tribal college system and Texas Gov. George W" Bush proposed 
spending $928 million to repair. maintain or replace tribal schools. 

Improving Indian.education is shaping up as a major issue at the 
Indian congress.' conference {his week at RiverCentre in dO\\'TItO\\T1 
St. P~ul. About 300 tribes are expected to anend. 

Indian students .~~ on reservations and in usban schools ~~ long have 
had high dropout rates. In Minneapolis, J5 percent of all students who 
started ninth grade in 1995·96 failed to graduate four years later. 
Indian students had the highest dropout rate .. 62 percent .. of any 
racial group in the Minneapolis School DistriCt. 

In the a11·lndian Red Lake School District in northern Minnesota. 45 
percent fail to graduate. 

More<:lver. fewer than half of Indian students are regarded as 
proficient or advanced at math or language skills, accordir.g 10 :he 
Btu"eau of Indian Affairs (BIA). 

Education is Babbitt's responsibility because he oversees the BIA, 
which funds or runs schools on Indian reservations. During ,he 
1998.99 school year. the agency funded 185 schools wiSh; 3.J. I. 
srudents in 23 states and 63 reservations. It also helped :und so;;:rYlC::S 

\-0400.000 students in educational programs or colleges, 

1\ \.! 00 i:5-5 A~l1 of~ 



The conference will explore ways to narrow the gap b~t\\een 
non-Indians and Indians in Internet use and other technical skills. 

, 
"If they don't have access to technology. they cannot be competitive." 
said .Susan ~tasten. president of the Indian congress. 

The unsettled presidential election was on the minds of conference 
participants. and Clinton administration officials used the opponunity 
to thank them for their suppon of Democratic causes. 

Energy Secretary Bill Richardson credited overv.·helming suppon 
from Navajo and.Pueblo voters for helping him win a s~at in 
Congress from New Mexico two decades ago. 

Regarding the presidential election, Richardson said. "I have looked 
at some of the Indian precincts around the country, and as someone 
who supported the vice president. I'd like to say, thank you once 
again." 

Pat Doyle ~an be contacted at pdor/eiistartribtfne.com 
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Forests triJruned to cut risl< of 

an Mon local firesIn ~reventl'on 

tec ni~es
, • Flagsta AriZ. 

Isets example.,that other cities. h &. IImig t 10 OW 
By Parrick O'DriscolI 
USA TODAY 

FlAGS1AFF. Ariz. - Aftrr.HI 
aJ.mllngty earty start to this 
year's Wildfill! seuon. the ur
gent whine of ctwn QW5 miSht 
become a farruJi.u sourd of fire 
~ntion in the inlind West. 

A48,OOO-acre blue tNt de-
suoyed more thin 220 homes 

jol[ed many who tiYe Ul me 
Wost', ..-Iands. The WIr. 
from ~ ro the rwD\'S ap
ltil.. IS less about5.EOlI 
fires dun .Ibour: the 
dangorously ""'fJIl'Wf1 
that rNIco such fi", ..plock.

When Interior Secretary 
Bruce B.Wbttt tm'Md to New 

"reproofing • ""'ryd'l'
prilCtlCt In Flagrult: popul.aoon 
62.000. A &<1!OW3Y:' .to tlle
Grand Canyon. IS sur
- by I' .aes.o/

'Ponde'osa: pane ftnst. It's Ii Iiv
ing laboratorY for. "'""'" and 
wildti~ experts who ~ trytng 
[0 nr.proof tho 'w!>an.wik!. 
w.t inI.n.c..· that risky po
ri""'" wnor.'w!>an spmvI 
and sceruc ~ meet· The 
Us. Fortst Service ~ 
eM as mmy as 40 
Ametians 1M in soch 
iCf'OSS the countJjt 

'Stumps md woke' 

million 
zones 

Here mi ~ sub
divisions ~ ir1D the woods. 

last month in Los AIirros. N.~ ~ But sine! 1996.
LII'lIiMIoped brest within its 

M"""" Ie admit fedmI p. ~"'Y'IW'C Ie ..... t!Iio 
emmenr blame for the Los AIr on me ~- Si)'S 
mos fire. Ilt cited ~ his wtw:eer. ~s assa
ho"",rown, ... modo'! for - WI nr. dIiI!! HIs 0111", "'" 
to protect boomirc con:un~ prtlITlCJC!5 fire-s.l.i: constrUCtion 
ties on forest bourmries 10 and ~ aro.md rcw 
that ~ experience ~ I:m ~ txmes on the IJres(s cbxstep., 
mos IS 00( rfpeated. . -~ is a ~ c:oram.. 

In the fire's Wiler. C~ IS SiYS Mes Roederer. wtm IM5 
dramng ""''l"1lCY ~ 011 Curling SmoR Rood in tlle 
for St15 million for WiJdftre dry's Qbs,eramry Mesa. hi&b-
~ntion wor1c. That ~ in- 1mb. She and btl' husbmd. 
dude baCh -prtSCflbed 11m OJ t.ance cieared and thinned 
remoYO 1\ommoIbIe'- their ~ build· 

when a 16.()()O-Iae wildtftrru._ CIIY lire depart. 
merit ~ ~ -tread
more thin 1.500 a:m by i!D
lf1I trees OJ ~ insI: Oensi
ty and by semng ~ 
bums Ie cia ~ . 

-If you're not crenln( 
snanps and smoke. )QJ'rf roc: 

re,id.n~ '1"",
seeing us out he~.~ Si'fS MarIe 
51u.ty. a dty firefig!"" mr.a.
ing a C~ of eIght woricrl'l 
who relit<! rre., last _k in. 
CIty p.u1c. Th~ give awi'f the 
logs as fr.. firewood and piIo
branches and ocher 'slash- tbr 
burning in win"r. whon wild· 
fire dang" • low. . 

E"n so. tho ,izooftlle Wi< is 
daunting. Wheeler esrunate5 It 
would t.1kt eight years for t\W 
yeM-round crews [0 finish the 
needed "fuel marwgement" 
The CIty Iw a singie seasonal. 
C~. which woIi<s from spring 
ttlrol,¢ f.JJl. Thr General. Ac.-
counMj Ofu est:irNtts tNt it 
would cost S12 billictI to do . 
ruch 'NOI"k in aU the nmon's UT-

F'\aaSQf 1m 17,000 a:m ~ bm-wiIdWld area. 
Advocates for large-sca.le

-restoriCion- of the ~rpown 
ftRm twYe proposed.l CXXIIn>
,."ioiI W'I' Ie help P'Y ilr tlle 
wortt They WiIll' ro saI"com
merdally the trees tNt are' 
thinned out for fire sefecy." 

and tlle cumng 0/ """' III.. ... - dIWil t<! by II"''Y moadrJws. _ 
crowded SW1ds R~· to cr"•. ~ I.sr: yell. The city ~ fic:iiL ground.levet wik1ftm. ·crown- t'im t:h.JI: rillI uired them to insu1f fire ~~ throuah with-

the CIEd C.myon Fcnsts Pin-· 
nership [0 accomplish the 
worit.!oJ. result tlle _ 
SeMc! issurd a propos.lI OJ ~ 
stIn 100,000 a:m around 
~ The ido. is Ie -"'"" 
rrwr ro.v the ~.WiS bem 
19m-cenrury lopma. 20th
cemwy 0YerJrU1nII. MId dec· 
ades 0( fire SlJPPmSaL 

It's bised on memh by 
Willy CCMngtOn 0/ Northern 
Arizona Unr..m~ It suaem 
t:h.JI: the Sooth'NleSt'.s ~ 
pines ora grew ~ small IS-

Imds fiup Ie 15 am iepm<. 

sa,.", In ........ '''''' pcunrW 'illd p~autions when you
derbox: t.he steep. CJYtI"P'OWfI. cOOose to tiYe in .I wooded M' 
fo~ cIraiN&t where ~ fe., e - RQedem. whose tam-
the sWt tapltil getS LlS WifI!!. it ~ extra insurance W 
BabbItt sZy'S cr.. wam'?ed IS 1m a fire esape pWL
"at the very top of the list br 
... nr.prooIi...,.' 

rum the woods OJ sc.mered 
pine c\usten . .mchored ~ me 
dwindling -yellowbelhes-:
huge, cenrwies-oid ~ 
(named for their pinkish-ye!• 

a.bbttt Santa Fe is at the ·top
of the list b ... fireproofing.' 

low borl<l that sornohow os. 
aped the I~S blade. 

'ihe iRst densities twYe in
ae6ed 10- OJ 20-foId.- ~ 

AboI< 15 local and rigioN( CDYingrDn.. alIIogr cootrmpo
agl!ncios and groups.~ fOIV of _ tit will load tlle 

~ Fe tour trJIVJ. 

~~ .IP
pWod tho proposal last yw 
m:t sued in Mirch to stop the 
pro.jec; A1~ they support 
[imittd thiRtUna of forests. 
most ~ !:he planned CUB are 
too drasUc - in some CiSeS. as 
many os 8CJI: 0/ tho """ in an 
fta. 

Some contend !:he plan is a 
..wed mempt to bnna bD 
~~ Othors or· 
J!III! that COYingroo's thoor1I ~. 
rxftS evidence cr.. ~te1'1Se 

:g crown tim did. indeed, 0CCI.!f 
t denst, ~ L"..w.., and they used fire.. our ~ I1\Zft trees in· ~ ago. lhty de~ his 

~ =~rmun: ~s~t" buildina IlUte~;!· ~ns ~.~~ ~C:'~';::"nd it's 
1"..00... ......._.. us.de ~ tin-" "'IbJhivt to tm respons......., In tod.ay'5 aown •
, _ 

CovingtOn's scenario IS m ~ '~ 1't'Sb:ImIOtI anymore. 
says local resident Rox.arye 
George 0( me ~ ActMst 
~. plaintiH in tilt ~-
SUIt. It's plain c*j logglng. 
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Friday August \8 7:02 PM ET 
Babbitt Vows to Aid Firefighters 

By 80B F1eK. Associaled Press Wriler Full Coverage 
In-depth coverage about

BOISE. Idaho (AP) " With 1.1 million acres Wildfires and Forest Fires 
ablaze across the West, Interior Secretary Related News Stories 
Bruce Babbin said Friday that firefighters 

Gusty Winds Hamper Overnight a blank check to draw on the federal Treasury. Firetig,hting Efforts· Reuters 
(Aug 20, 2000) 

But he said no more manpower can be Wind fans US rll'es· BBC (Aug
assigned because every available fire crew supervisor is already on the I 20,2000)
job, including several dozen from Australia and New Zealand. i .

I' \Vhv Forester:; Prefer to Fight 
. . '... . : Fire With Fire· NY Times 

". 
Sendmg In more troops, for example, would be futtle If no one IS trained i (registration ~'d) (Aug 20, 
ta supervise their effons. He said it's up to managers to use existing I 2000) 
orees and equipment where they will do the most good. !. Increasing Winds Are Expected 

-' " 'I To Fan Wildfire· Chicago 
"We hav~ an open draw on ~e Treasury ," Babbitt said after a briefmg Tribune (Aug 20, 2000) 
at the NatIonal Interagency Fire Center. . FirefigJmrs Fear Weather Could 

Stoh U.S. Wildfires' Reuters 
(Aug 19,2000) The money from the Treasury can be used to cover overtime, lodging 


and transportation for fire crews. . " 

Related Web Sltn 

Nearly 19,000 civilian and military. firefighters were spread throughout Current Wildland Fire 
the West - 14,000 of them in Montana, Idaho 'and Wyoming where most Information _ from the U.S . 

.of the·active·fI.res·bwned;·:·-.. ·· .. · -........ -, _.. ., .. , ....... _.._....._. ,.....- ....." .... . - "I" National'lnterag~ncy Fire ce~ter. 


The flre center reported 92 major fires burning in the COWltry on nearly I 
1.1 million. acres. 

I and 
state 

So far this year, fires have burned 5.22 million acres, the worst fire I western U.S. and 
season in at least a half-century. I· Wildland Firs Assessment 

I System - get information about 
"It's a very tough situation," Babbin said. "We've got two, three more I rITe weather for the United States. 
weeks, maybe a month of ftre season, and the weather prognosis is not I lncludes nre danger, greeness, 
very good." . ' . .. I and drought maps. 

I 

. 

.15 

g(11/005:50AMof) 
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Babbitt declined to estimate the cost of the tirefilrzhlini2. effort, which at 
Ihe end of Ju!y was pu(at SIS million a day" - 

The priorities r¢main firefighter safety and community protection. he 
said. declining to SIXCulate on any policy cbanges that may be made to 
avoid the same kind offtre bust in future years. 

"There's going to be lots of time after September 1 S ~o reflect on 
:essons learned." he said. 	 ' 

.In Montana, ranchers on horseback tried to herd cattle out of the way of 
a 38,OOO·a<:re: wildfire burning southeast of He:lena. Other ranchers cut 
barbed-wire: fences in the hope cattle would find their way to safety, 
said Ben Hess at the Gallatin County emergency operations center in 
Bozeman. 

People have fled ranch homes but officials said they did not have a 

• 	Dis$Qverv ChaM~I: Line l1(Firs:: 
'-t'~, R,,-<!Xt: l(!(:ln DIs! EDen'" • 
!earr. about \\i!dland fire 
management. try 01.11 a 
firC"(ontrol SImulation. and read 
and h~ar smoke jumper :stories. 

• Fat! Sh~~L Wildland Ftres. 
advll.'lce plannmg and knOwing 
how to pro-ttCI bUildings can 
lesSl:n the: devastation of a 
wildland fire. From the federal 
Emergency Manage-mtlH 
Agency . 

More", ~ 
Opinion & Edltorial$ . 

, I 

i' Fort t ana ers mu ; wake u 

count on the number ofevacuees, nor did they know bow much property: an .ill e $. • The: 
was lost Some homes were destroyed. said Mike Koehnke. disaster and ;. egotUM (Aug 17, 2000) i 
emergencv services cruef for Broadwater COWIty.

" 	 • 

Other huge fires burning across Montana showed little movement: 

"The f:res have been behaving themselves the last couple of days," 
Forest Service spokesman Kevin Kennedy said from Hamilton, 

In Wyoming, a wildfire that closed the busy southern entrance to 
Ye!lowstone Nationai Park was heading into wilderness Friday, but 
another fIre threatened a historic Jodge built by Buffalo Bill Cody near 
the park's east entrance. 

Gov, Jim Geringer ~s expected to declare Wyoming a disaster area 
because of flres, drought and the: resuiting financial risk for farmers. 

In Idaho, the 147.000-acre Clear Creek fire, the ~tion's largest, was 
burning actively as fUI! crews labored to keep it 8'1,\'ay from a Girl SCOUl 
camp and the watershed for the eity of Salmon. .. 

Smoke from the r"" that has burnc<l since July 10 prompted the Slat. to 
declare the air in the Salmon area unhealthy and issue an alert for the 
,elderly" childfe!'_~t!!'l.~,I0M»Ullg I!",blem~to remain indoors. " 

On the Net: hnp:l!www.nifc.gov 

Email this story «M!!! most POPUI!rj I Pnnter·f'riendly format 

Earlier Stories 	 " , 
Momana Fire ·Caims. Power bill!: QIS; (August 18) 
Mont Fire Threatens Power Line (August t!) 
Mom. Guides Give Tour of Fire CamP (August 17) 
One Million Acres Burned in West (August 17) 
i M Acres Have Burned in West (August 11) 
M..Qntana Gov, Dedarss Disaster A.In (Augwt 17) 

l' Admini5tC!lion neglect is pral/mll. ' 
I disagroys· Dallas Mommg , 
: News {Aug. 15,2000} .

I Magazine Artlel .. 
:. Np:t, Ih~ tiff fQrt'S~f' The 
~ EconomIst (Aug 11,2000) 

!. Ern sparktd b" PL;bal waiming, 
i gt iUSl a cYSts? • nver J>cst 
: (Aug 16.1000) 

i· Fires in the West· Envirt>nmenw 
I New~ Nttworlt {Aug 9,2(00) ! 

Photo. ! 

;. Yahoo! Photo Starch 

I. Tim!: In the L~ of Fire 

!. Cerro Grande Fire· Albuquerque i
I Tribune. 

Audio 

~~\I\ 

Mora••. 

VIdeo 
: MOntM.;fs Binerroot val!toV fire • 

MSNBC (Aug 16, 2(00) 

" 
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POPULATION SHIFT 

IN THE WEST RAISES: 

WILDFIRE CONCERNS 


, LOS ALAM.OS A REMINDER 

An Inerease in Development 

Adds to the Risk Created 


by Overgrown Forests 


By OOUGLAS JEHL 

WASHINGTON. May 19 '- ~ 
wlldf!re,that swepf fhrough Los Ala
mos. N.M" thu month is setting off 
alarms across the mountam West, 
where more and mOn! Ameflcans 
have chosen to Ilve on the 'orest's 
edge, •. 

Experts say that Musing shift hu 
multiplied Uw danger thllt tires could 
kmdle similar dllla$te(s elseWhere: , 
AOOlfte Shift is behind an urgut new 
Congressional quest tor mUl!ons of 
doliars in emergenty money to try to 
ease the risk. . 

The blare In LOS Alamos.. wlIlch 
consumed hUndreds of bOmr-a, was a 
pre-emptive fire gone awry.. BtI~ 
communities like AShland, Ore.,' am! 
Missoula, Mont., whose popwatfo;ns 
have swelled with former city dwell
ers. [m, fin!' has served Iresh notMie 
that residen.ts'slt utridl! a volatile 
mix. 

"In not a matrer of if the """ . 
(l(curs. It's a matter of when," said, 
Paul Sl,lmmer1'elt, a tOp Ftre Depart
ment Official in Flagstaff, Arlz.~· 
Which ts surrounded by the world'! ". 
larsl!S1 torest of ~rosa plM$ and 
where half of the $0.000 residents ar~" 
said to face it 5t;vel1! wUdfirt. risk. 

Across (tie country, me damage 
caused by wildf!re to homes and 
propertY incre~ sixfold from the 
l!)8{l'! to the 1990's. to a total of $3.2 
blUlon over the lut 10 years, federal 
offi.CuU$ say, In an'average year over 
the pUt made, 1.200 homes burned, 
more than doubJe the number over 
the- prevlous decade. 

Already this year, mon tbitn 
40,000 wildtires have con!vtJ'led more 
"than a million a.c~, more than In 
any simibtr period tlnce 1996, 

I 
, With the lesson of Los Alamos m I, mind, Congress and the Clint(m ad· 

minl$tration are working on 11 pIan
fhat would focus an ,urgent new 
J'(Jt1tUj 01 fire-prevention efforts this

l $tImmer in the danger zones where
I populauons and wild land me.t. 

"As people set their home! clmM!r
I and c~ to nature:, they become 
, more and more at risk," said Ken
1 oeth 0 .. Burrill Jr., chief operattn, 

OfftCff of the Untted S(atea Fire Ad
mmiStratiOn, wbJeh is bUtd In Em
mitsburg. Md. 
• The ~cy meuure is beq 
drawn up by Senator Jtff Bingaman, 
Democrat of New Malco, and other 
Western lawmakers With help trom 
the Forest Service and other federal 
age~ It ~ !learly double, to 
$U5 million tram $85 mWkln. the 
amount of money available to the 
govemment d:Us year tor ettoN in
tended to prevent wildfires. 

In 'PArt. the plan would pay for 
more pracrlbed fires, like the oM 
that lplted the l..o5 A.Iamos blatJ:!. in 
a fjasco tor Which the fflleral 'Oft~ 

. 	ment has acoopted tenIOItSlbillty. It 
would alsoe!llJ)l1Ui1e sater but more 
comy e1tl:Jrt$. rel:yt.na mparton mM
ual cunI.n& and tI'Iinnlng of the dense, 
over.rown !OreIU that SUlTOI.I.nd' 
many Western mountain comm!.mi. 
ties. and lie 81 the hurt of the fire 

ti~ne'mil:tiofUie-punwo weeItJ 
in New Mexico Otrnon!trate- that we 
cannot simply a.1iow nature t6 take 
its eour"" Senator Bingaman ~ 
in a May 19 letter to Mike ~~';I 
the FQ~at Service chief. 

rlre, ot course, is a natural evem, 
but lew Western fore:sts remam in 
their natural state:. Experts say the 
currerlt fire problem is a regacy of 
the: last 100 years, in which most fires 
have been suppr6sed and large 
trees lOgged. leavins coday's forests 
unnaturally dense, choked With de
bris and flte-prone, 

Those years ot fuel accumulation 
have made ~t more Uk.ly 'chat even a 
small fire caused by lightning wllJ 
,pread. That danger !, reflected in 
statlst1CS !JilOWin8 that the number ot 
wildfires that !!estray 1.000 ac.rell or 
mo~ In thE United States has in· 
creast'd to a re:ent average of about 
80 a yu.r 'from 25 a Y1!'ar in 19$4, 

But wte is 110 doubt, the expem 
say, that the "Wildtlre problem has 
been compounded by rapid popula
tIOn growth in the nation's most tor
ated state5, p.artlcularly by the 
building o11egioos of ranchettes. va
cation homes and OOvelopmeni$ near 
tor.est boulIdaries, That trend has 
added ne~ fronts to the kind ot threat 
that has tong p!a&ued places like 
Southern CaUtornia. where papilla

,tlOn growth into remote canyons and 
hlllslc1t$ began several dec_s. ago, 

For one thmIJ, the proXlmlty ot 
people to forests maltes It more Uke

Iy that a cigarette or a lawn mow.r 

spark. tor example, might ignite a 


. blaze; an e$tlmated 90 pe:rt:ent at 

wildfires are caused by humans, Of 

eVM more concern, the experts say, 

i.S the fact that the presence of houses 

makes forest tires more difficult to 

controJ. beetuse priOrity ls gwen tG 

pl'"OU!!Ctln& property, and more rum· 

CUlt to ptlWent, ,because traditional 

~revention methods like con

troOed bums are often unpopular 
With rnidents,. 
"We'~ "created B situation in 

wbk:b . the forest 1S like a wood 
lStOVfJ," said Andy Stahl, eXeCUUve 
diret«)f ot the Assoc!atlon of ForeSt 
Semce Emt>foYees. tor EnvIronmen, 
tal EthkS, • group of 13.000 current 
and tormet emploYef!5 that IS based 
in Eugene, Ore. "We've loaded cha' 
stQ:ve with paper and shavings !U' 

1. 
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snc-k$ and the ~Ike. but flOW It's s.t. 
ling In the mIddle of a Iivmg room, 
ll."'ld we"re ~elli.n& the lore~H manag
ers, 'O.K.. take ,:art of (Ilts stuff, but 
con': bUr::! :he house down." 

:-!'Ie ForCiH Servlce estimates !hat 
e 4\l mi1!w;m Amem:a.ns IlVe 111 

it calls the "urnru'!fwlldland 
mterfate," direCtly ad~acem to or 
Stimered withm unpopulated areas 
wnh wild land vegetation, the agen
cy', esttmate does not sa,how milhy 
of those people tace a wildlire nsk, 
but separate findings by some fIre· 
prone statell ieave little doubt :hat 
the number IS higlt 

In California and <:oloraoo atone, 
officials there say, about three mil· 
lion people face at least a moderate 
wildfire risk, tncluding the many who" 
have built new homes in recept yurs 
in areas like the Slerrll" Nevada foOl;· 
hills in California and Jeffer30n 
Count)', west of Denver. ' 

A study by Dave: Thecbold, a te
seal'ther at ColOrado State Unlvtrsl· 
ry, (ocusing on areas withm two 
tntles;)f forest boundaries toW1d that 
fl()oulation densities in those once 
remotf! parts ot the. state had quadru· 
pled trom 1960 101m, even before 
Ihe Last de<:ade's building boom. 

"Clearly, th4! Statt:s wnh a lot of 
rorests have through most of the last 
decade shown dlsprcpmtiOl1l1te 
growth an'd:'dispropcrtlonate home 
building, arid that implies mat we're 
going to have more people liVing 
f" ~ to the forest than.U\ the past," 

<ilchael Carliner, an «onomisl 
.... <... the National Associat«m ;)t 
Homebmlders, 

What happened in Los Alamos has 
dealt a major setback, at least for 
now, to prescrIbed (jre, the method 
most eommonl, used by federal (Iff!. 
cials to (educe fite t1$ks 00 F(lrest 
Service ami National Park SeMee 
lands In that case, wbit was to have' 
been a controlled blue U\ the Bande
lier National Monument qUickly 
<;pre:ad out o( control, UltimateLy 
burning more: than 46,000 acres, 

The 3lkIay moratorium on sucb 
burnmg imposed by the federal g9v. 
ertunent remains in effect, and IMI 
week Intenet Secretary BruOl' Bal). 
bitt extended the: ban mdeflmtely. on 
park service land. Across the WeSt. 
the example is bound tD barden local 
resIstance to the seniJ\g of blazes 
like the nne in Los Alamos. 

The main alternative, the manual 
!rimming ot countles~ commercIally 
worthless· small<diameter (ree:1. 
faxes problems of its own. It is 50 

costly that the Forest ServIce has 
lY'Plcally enlisted timber oompaniu 
to do the work as pan of COntrac1S 
th"" also allow traditional tosgtng 

y. But such arrangements 
h. ,,150 tended to stir strong oppo
sitron from environmental groups. 

FDr example, in Ashland, Ore.• a 
oommumry popular among wealthy 
former City dwellers. a Forest Sent
lee plan to reduce the rWl. of a fire 

A century ofactiom 
that amount to an 
accumulation of fuel 
in the forests. 

lhat could cut of! the City'S water 
supply ha,s been blocked for the last 
tour years by critics opposed to lhe 
fact thaI II would allow timber com· 
panleS ~o carry· OUt new loggmg. " 

Frank Carroll, a spokesman (or 
the p;)1:1a~ch Corporation. a limber 
company based in Spokane, Wash., 
critiCized such 0PPOSltLM as short
Sighted. "We heve go1 to face reali
ty," Mr. Carroll said, "and what'S 
happening now is lhat various 
grotlp$ arJ!' absolu(J!'ly bent an a 
course of catastrophe rnr communi· 
ties in the West," 

As one potemial model, some Con· 
gressional and admmlstration oW· 
cials havt been lookIng to a project 
Wlde.r way in Flagstaff, where a co
alition of government, Industry and 
envIronmental groups has begun to 
make a dent in tttmming me dense 
Pouderosa forest tbat extends even 
within the city limllS. 

Evtp there, however. npposn\on 
from grOlJ~S like the Forest Guard

. 1M:>. an orI!Jl..'llZ3t!on ba$~ Wi Santa 
Fe, ~.~L lias acted as a braKe, The 
group opposes wnol: :t ca!1s the com
merClaliZat10n nt the n.ll1ionai for
eStiL and Lts eReCUt!Ve direttor. Rex 
Wahl. suggested that residel\!s wor· 
ned about tire danger soould not 
expect someooe else to solve the 
problem for them. 

"They move;o the lor~[ and !ben 
,bey want to get rid ot the forEst, 
because: it's being touted as a Ihreat 
(0 thetr property," Mr. wahl said, 
"They net:C: to talce some responsll>it· 
ny tor the danger themselves." 

Tom and Gloria Brown walked recently through what N!tt1aincd of their 
home in Lo. Alamo!, where hundred. oi families lost their homes. 

http:Amem:a.ns


NEWSSUj\lIJ\lIARY
U.S. OepaMmenl 01 Ihe Interior Ollice of Communications 

PICK·UP IN ROOM 1063 MONDAY, MAY IS, 2000 

U.S. Will Aid Victims 

Of Fire, Babbitt Says 

Blaze Continues; Sacred Indian Site Threatened. . 
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Controlled Burning, Out of Control 


'3 


As almDst everyoru.> til the country knows by 
now, there is nothmg exact· about the sCIence at 
"controlled" or "prescribed" burning of forests. ft 
is a time-honored techniql,le for clearmg foresIs of 
debris and thus preventing even more devastating 
fiNffi that can incinerate entire landscaPEs, But 
there IS a t.>tin Ime between success and failure. and 
what began as it controlled burn m New MeXico's 
·Bandelier Natlonal Monument wound up 0'1'1 the 
wrong side of that line. Fed by wmds gu5tmg higher 
than 60 miles an hour, the nre jumped Its mumded 
boundanes, destroying about 210 homes and forcing 
the evacuation of 18.000 people Ul nearby Los Ala
m<)S. It also Immobilized the Los Alamos National 
Laboratory, where the- nation's nude-ar weapons 
are designed. 

On 'Thursday tne National Park Service's re
gional director suspended Roy Weaver, the Bande
lier superintendent, who originally ordered the 
bum, pending atl inqUiry, Yesterday Brute Babbitt. 
the interior secretary, ordered a 3(k1ay moratorium 
on controlled burns in the West while the investIga. 
tion proceeds. Mr, Babbitt said It was not yet clear 
wnether the blaze had resulted from human error, 

faulCy [~brucal guidelines - meaning the govern
mem's own rules about how to tarry out a pre
scnbed bum - or an untore~able act ot nature, 

What is trear is that nobody should be scamped
ed into abandoning a policy of controlled burnmg 
that, on the whole, has been remarkably successful. 
The fires are an essential means of heading' oU 
'devastatmg accidental tires in forests that have 
been allowed to grow too dense because for years 
the government followed a misguided policy of 
suppresstng naNtal fires. in the last 20 years the 
Park Strvice bid set 3,1$3 fires, with only J8 "es. 
capes" - fires that jumped thetr pre.<Jesigned 
limns. On average,· about 2.5 mJilion acre; are 
targeted tOr controlled burns every year. 

Unfortunately, the conditIon!!. that encourage a 
successM controlled bum a~ not markedly differ· 
ent trom those thal can cause disaster. A successful 
controlled bum requires a certain amoWlt of wind 
and a certain amount Of dryness. Too much ot both 
,an cause serious problems. The government'S task 
now will be to use whatever lessons can be gleaned 
from the Los Alamos: disaster to make an essenual· 
iy sound strategy even sater. 

{ 



Thursd.'1, May 4, COUNTRY IN CRISIS: BlM Initiative Would 2000 

Restore Great Basin 
BY SANDRA (HfJl!B 
THE ASSO(lATED 
PRESS 

RENO. Nev.·. 

Nursing the Great 

Basin back to 

ecological health will 

be a monumental task 

requiring ongoing 

commitment from the 

public. land users and 

governments as well 

as long·term funding, 

range specialists say, 


EMAll nus: 
ARfI(l.E 

But to do nothing 
le~v~ech··_l. A portton 01 the Great Basm near Ely, Nev., 

WlA is seen from an overtook io the Bristlecone 
Q the West P~ldfi 0 Natural Area in this March photo. The BLM 
devastating Wl ires on Tuesday released a report proposing an 
ani:t perpetuates a InitiatiVe to nurse the region ~aek to' 
ViCIOUS cycle In which ecological he3lthJMatt WilklnlThe 

, invading weeds and AsSoclat Press) 
grasses overtake native vegetation. providing volatile tinder for.yet 
more wildfires. 

"The bottom line is the Great Basin is in crisis." said Duane 
Wilson, a range specialist with the U.S. Bureau ofLand 
Management. 

The BLM released a report Tuesday titled "The Great Basin: 
Healing the Land." Prepared by a team of experts. the document is a 
blueprint for the Great Basin Restoration Initiative, an ambitious 
concept conceived after wildfires raged ~cross the West last 
summer, 

In Nevada alone. the mostly lighllling-sparked fires destroyed 
more than 1.6 million acres. 

The latest report supplements one issued in November that 
outlined probiems chaUenging the basin's ecosystems, 

One of the biggest probJems is the invasion of exotic annual 
grasses, such as cheatgrass, and noxious weeds and perennials. 
experts say. 

The Great Basin stretches for about 900 miles at its longest point 
and is 570 miles wide. covering 7S minion acres in Nevada. Idaho, 
Utah, Oregon and parts of California. 

Scientists say cheatgrass. which grows quickly and is highly 
flammable. already has claimed about a third of the basin. 

"Without quick. decisive action, much of the native grasslands 20 



, 
and shrublands burned will be invaded bv 1nnua: IlT:lSSeS and 
noxious weeds," the repon said,' . 

"The ecological diversity and ,ability ;)f the :and iiselJ to sustain 
natural resoUrces will be in serious jeopardy. FUr1h~r. annual grasses 
.. mean more fires, more invasions and an acceleration of the 

entire downward ecological spiraL" 
The initiative goes beyond restoration ofbumed areas and 

emphasizes T.he need to look at the basin's 'overall ecologic'at health 
and other factors that have eontributed to its decline over the past 
150 years, such as grazing, agriculture and other human 
encroachment. 1 
, But the fix will be neither SW!ft. inexpensive, nor all-encompas" 

sing. ;' 
Ii Restoration will not rid the Great Basin of cheatgrass and other 

rumual grasses and noxious weeds, It is already too late for that," the 
'report said. 

The goal. however, is to maintain or re~establish healthy plant 
communities while sustaining wildlife habitat and multiple land 
uses, such as recreation and grazing, 

For the 2001 fiscal year, the BLM is asking for $25 million for 
the project. ·!be.geney hopes to secure S10 million for each of the 
next I(I years after that, Wilson said. 

"!t's not going to be cheap." Wilson said. "If fimding' is piecemeal. 
the plan would be doomed to failure." 

Members of the BLM's Sierra Front-~orthwestem Great BaSin 
Resource Advisory Council were briefed on the plan Tuesday during 
a meeting in Carson City, ~ 

Most agreed the basin's future is at a crossroad. but many said the 
agency needs to do more than siudy the issue ifit hopes to convince 
lheoublic •• and Congress, which holds the purse strings - of the 
imuative's importance. 
. "I've seen a lot of sizzle but I haven't seen any steak," Doug 
Busselman, executive vice president of the Nevada Farm Bureau. 
said after the BLM presentation. 

He said ",:hasing dollars" for studies and collecting data to find 
out what scientists don't know wouldn't cut it. 

He and others suggested pilot projects that people can identifY 
with. ' 

"If you're going to get public support, you 

need to find a patch of ground," Busselman 

said. . 


John Singiaub, manager of the BLM's . 

Carson City field office, noted the agency IS 

undertaking $40 million in fire rehabilitation 

efforts, . ' 


"That's more than sizzle," he told the group. 
Regarding the long.tenn initiative. Singlaub 


said: "The first step is to say ,we have a huge 

problem here, If we don't take a step now, 

we've iost the basin," I ' 


The BLM plans to hold public hearings on 

the initia'tive this summer. ' 


2-' 
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Fire Burns Out ofControl in New Mexico 

By JAMES STERNGULO 

LOS ANGELES. May 8: - An ef· 
fort by the National Park. Servfcc m 
set a controlled fire In 1'1 c1Onse:ly 
wooded are.} of New Mexicn has 
blewn out of conrro!, forcmg the 
evaCUation \}f thousands of ,enple 
and threalcning the l.0t> Alamos :-"a· 
tiona! Laboratory. wtJere oome of the 
country's most sensitlve nuclear 
weapons research i$ conducted, 

The Los ALamos fire started 
Thursday, when the park servIce be
gan burnmg thick stands ot pondero
sa pmes and cooitcrs that had accu
mulated 111 the Bandeller National 
Monument alter years of suppre§. 
109 natural fires. But the effortS, tor 
WhiCh o!fidals had extensively 
planned, qutckiy went awry when 
fierce wmds, gustmg up «) 45 miles 
an hoor, suddenly blew lhe hla:re 
be~"d Ire fire breaks that had been 
p-repared and blaclumed hundreds of 
acres i..hI'OOgMut th~ ~kend 

KeVin Roark, a spckesman for .he 
nucLear laooratory, saId lht' fire had 
reached the western edge of the lab
oratory Site. whlch covers ,j2 squar~ 
rr.lles. He said the laoorutory had 
been closed, with about SOO emergen
cy. personnel on duty and the other 
lI},OOO fir so employees sent home. 

Mr. R61nk!Wld the tire was threat
ening buniters where high ellcploSlves 
wert' $(01"«1. The iwAAen, made of 
nanienoo concre~e aru1 earth, sur~ 
\rived a (ire mum, so the laboratory 
was talrLy COtitident there would be 
rw problems thiS time. He added that 
nuciear malerials. like the plutoruum 
used in bombs, were stored in sepa
rate sites that are nat ne-ar.the fire, 

Steve Coburn, the tire marshal 
with the Los AlafMS County Fire 
Department, said that roughly 2.QOO 
aeres had>bume<i and that about 500 
~lds south of the City, ne-ar LAs 
Alamos Canyun, had bRn twacu.ateO. 
Many more people, had vuiuntartly 

The Washingtoll Times 

Forest fIre paraines
Los Alamos lab 

LOS AJ..AMOS, N.M, - A forest 
fire spre.uJ to 5,000 acres y-ester. 
day. (Qrdtii hundreds of people
from their homes and virtually 
shuning down the Los Alamos na: 
tiona! nuclear lab. 

As .he blaze burned aboti! half 
a mile away, most 'Of the explosive 
material.).( the u,s Alamos Na. 
tlom;,j Labor!llOry was safely pro
tected in nonflammable concrete 
and metel bwldings surrounded 
by earthen berms, said John Gus
tafson, a lab spokesman, 

'No seriOUS mjunes were re

r "'ed, 


!elt the area, He said the dlY !ooketj 
like a ghost town, wah the air .hlck 
with heavy, dark smoke a.'1d ash 
SWIrling 10 the soff winds, 

Ferest service officials ;ald the 
fire might be comamed in a few days, 
at best, if the wmds died !!owe, 

"The rondi(Jl)Os were In the ae- ' 
ceptllhle limns when they began'rhe 
burn. but the Winds thIS Hme ot year , 
are very unpredictable." Me Coburn . 
Said. He saId there had been no mju- i 
ries and no homes destroyed. 001 the 
Ore was within several hundred 
yards of a residential area. 

Annlher bro. near the sOl,;.the-m re
sort town (If Ruidoso. bUr:lei! 4.500 
acn;s and forced (be evacuanoo of 
more than 200 homes tooay, Tt:e As- ' 
SOI:iated Press reponed. That fire. 
mostly on the linco!r. National For- ' 
est, started Sunday and has de
Stroyed a mobile home and two 
homes under constjJctlOn. Two flre
fighters suttered mmor tnj'Jfles. 
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Interior Boss Warms Up to Idaho Fires 

BY STEVE srUESN£A 
SPEClAl fO THe 
TRIBUNe 

SALMON. Idaho •• Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt looked down 
from a helicopter Tuesday morning and saw II small fires slowly 
burning in the Frank Church River of No Return Wilderness Area. a 
fair bit of smoke. and thought it was a beautiful sight 

"Here. for the firs! time in the history of America, we can see the 
entire panorama of natural fLre management in action/' Babbitt told a 
clutch ofreponers outside the Salmon airpon following the hourlong 
flight, "This is the vision of how we'll be managing forests in the 
West, and across the nation:' 

ren years after fires charred nearly half of Yellowston. National 
Park, Babbitt extolled the vinues of letting fires burn naturally to 
renew forests by weeding out sick and dying timber, avoiding huge 
catastrophi< fires and improving wildlife habitat. 

The II fires burning in the Frank Church wilderness in central 
.Idaho cover an estimated 7.600 acres. They are expected to bum for 
the remainder of the summer until they consume about 38.000 acres, 
officials said. 

Letting fires bum also can save money, Babbitt said. 
Monitoring the naturally occurring fires costs about S3S per acre 

compared with $500 to S I ,000 per acre for full suppoession. 
Intensive monitoring continues throughout the day, saki Kent 

Fuellenhaeb. spokesman for the Salmon-Challis National Forest. 
Twiec-daily flights keep track of the flTeS, and their progress is 
tracked by Global Positioning System satellites. Meteorologists 
provide information On weather forecasts. and ground crews collecr 
samples of twigs and branches for labs to cheek on moisture contenL 

Letting fires bum also can save lives, Babbitt said. 
"This morning I saw some of the most rugged landsoapes 

lIlIywhere il1 the world,· he said.. 'This i. tough. tough country. It's 
mslly dangerous to have crews out there trying to fight fm: in such 
steep temlin: 

Even hefore the epic burns hit Yenowstone, the U.s. Forest 
Service had been allowing wildfires 10 bum in. numbor of Western 
wilderness areas. The practice has been going on since the 
aiid· I 970s. 

In 1994, the Clinlon administration forged ahead with a more 
, aggressive narural fire policy to improve forest health. Since the 

policy was implemented in earnest last year, the number ofnatural. 
fires in wilderness and fires set by agencies in the spring and fallon 
other federal lands have increased. 

By the end of 1998, as many as 2 million acres of wildlands may 



bum lJ:ld~r th.; new poi icy, Interior officials sa,d', 
Kathy 10 Pollock. a spokes'.V'()tuan for the Jnteragen-cy Fire Center 

IT: Salt Lake City. said Utah is in the,process ofcompdi:1g a. 
prescribed burn plan for Utah's federailands. 

aefare a decision can be made to conduct a prescribed burn. :0 
supp;ess a fire or let one burn. a prescribed burn plan needs to be in 
;:tlace. 

Such a plan takes"into consideration factotS including how much 
dead timber is in the forest, how a bum would affect wildlife habitat 
and air star.dards set by the Environmental Protection Agency. 

"The plans can change every year," she said. "Even a change in 
the weather can affect the plan." 

Key congressional leaders disagree with the Clinton 
administration's policy. especially in regard to the use of loggmg and 
livestock grazing to reduce the potential for catastrophic fires. 

Rep. Helen Chenoweth, R·ldaho, who chairs the House 
Subcommittee on Forests and Forest Health, said Tuesday that 
large-scale timbeNhinning should occur before wildfires are allowed 
to burn in forests. 

"Logging does have a role to play in forest health," said Chad 
Hyslop, Chenoweth spokesman. "If we combine the best logging 
principles with prescribed burning. we can restore the forest faster as 
opposed to a massive wildfire that destroys everything. To say that 
fire can ",Ive all ofour problem, is wrong. Babbitt suffers from 
tunnel vision." 

Babbitt acknowledged that Congress does not unanimously 
support natural fires. "We need to do a lot more show and tell," he 
said. 

One of the biggest obsUlele, to allowing fires to bum is the 
possibility of people or property being destroyed. 

The Idaho fires are threatening a historic homestead on the main 
Salmon River, called Lantz Bar, and the Garin Ranch, where nine 
homes are located in a rural subdivision, fire officials said. Fire 
crews have" tire"proofed" structures at both locations. including a 
ranch house, which has been wrapped in fire·resistant materia), 

If conditions'tum nasty, and the \\;lderru:ss fires are judged to pose 
an Wlacceptable threa~ full suppression efforts will begin. 
F ullenbach said, 

, 
C> Copyrilh,l998, n. Silt Lake Tribune 
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Babbitt, Firefighters Mark Overhaul of Wildland Fire 
Gearing up for fifth year after tragic fire seasoll, [/lterior Secretary returns 10 Boise 

AS immortalized in Norman Maclean's Young Men and Fire fifty years ago, planeloads of 
elite wildland smokejumpers soar over the Rockies. step into tile air. and parachute back to ~anh. 
prepared for anything, miles froJ!i the nearest road. Only now work just gOl more compie,'( 

For this year, under a new federal policy. they may start as many fires as they suppress. 

In a dry. La Nina Spring, Babbitt'joins jumpers and officials at Bei",'s :-I.tlonallnteragen<:y 
Fire Center on Thursday, April 1. [0 mark the complete overhaul of wildland fire operations that are 
safer. healthier. less costly and destructive for flTcfighters. taXpayers and natural landscapes alike" 

. Specifically, be calls attention to federal resultS of: 1) dramatically increasing the number .oct 
size of prescribed fires ( ... 172 percent). agency-by-ageney, state-by-state; 2) aggressively thinning 
small trees in forestS choked with fuel. even in Parks; 3) carefully reducing excess smoke through 
fuels management plans just completed with the EPA Air Quality Planning & Standard, office. 

·Five )'ears ago. on this jetway. 1 heard very bad new" Fourteen firefigh,ers were missing 
and believed dead from an extreme fire that blew up near Orand lunction, Colorado. Soon I spoke 

. with the grieving families. They aU felt what one said specifically: 'I hope that you are going to 
change things to make sure this doesn't happen again,' I promised we would cnange what we must.·· 

Agncu!ture Secretary Da'\ Glickman and Babbitt cleared the table, They questioned 
everything. They set out under the Federal Wildland Fire Policy and Program Review to find 
ways to work safer. work. smaner, work closer together with states. counties. contractors and 
each otber. They forged steady partnerships and 'charted a clear new scientific course in fire 
management. In the process, they confinned what many on the ground had long suspected. 

Fire is natural. Suppressing fire builds up fuel. That fuel load means wildland fires now 
burn several hundred degrees hotter, twenty-one time. bigger. and spread many seconds faster. 
growing ever more lethal. destructive and expensive to fight. In the 1970$ we spent millions each 
year to put out wildfires, A rew years ago we spenl over a billion. It was time for an overhaul. 

. "This se.son may be' intense.' said Ba1?bitt, "But we canoot simply blame La Nina for the 
recurring nightmare western cities fate e..,h summer, OVer Ihill century our presence on the land 
- grazing. logging old growth. development ,of homes in frre prone zo.... and, above aiL fire 
suppression -- has triggered a sequence of changes that only worsens the crisis, To defuse fires. we' 
had to de-fuel them; we had to integrate and internalize fire operations into annual land management 
deeis.ions, and use progressive grazing. thinning. building codes and fire to restore healthy flames." 



rh;u <)\;:,M,J.ui .J;"'n t jL:.5{ hJ.ppe:1 <'0 "5 ·;·\',;-L !t ·.~·Jsn { Simple. It tJoJh: "",td.l'::-:: .::-~ 
,,-"""Jper:1ik-'n. But Jft<:f nard v,0rk 1 ne'k J{tIn.ld..: to',\-'lrd fighting fire with (ire .. ~~ '\cii ':;,t..:;;~ .<

: 1 A worried Flagstaff fire district .:hid last month asked :he forest Se:V!ce to -:;:)r.du...:: ~ 
prescribed fire. and they did. wuh the desired results. . 

2) 'FU:eproofing' a forest by thinmng uut smal.l dense undergrowth, as planned :n Grand 
Canyon ~alionaJ Par~as ~ontroversl<il. but moved forward, armed with science. 

3) A new EPA report. "Where [here. is fICe, there is smoke. and smoke pollutes our J.ir A.:i 
land managers increase prescdbed burning cn our natton's wildland. areas affected bY the )moke 
must stili meet the federal air quality standards. Federal. State. Tribal land and air q~aliry managers 
are working in partnership to reconciie these seemingly contrasting goals: healthier wildland 
ecosystems through (he increased use of prescribed fire and cleaner air(www.epa goY!airtinks/) .< 

(s it working? Consider these numbers: 
Before 1994, l'SFS managers in Montana burned less than 10,000 acre. a year. b 1999. 

'hey will bum 75,000 acres, ·and by 2001 more than 100,000 acres, 
Or consider how last year, ftrefighters fought wildfires that burned 12,000 aCres of 8L~f 

land in Montana, Next year. fire managers plan to set fire to treal 14.000 BLM acres in ~fomana. 

Collectively, the five federal wildland firefighting agencies plan to treat 2.3 million acres, 
nearly a threefold or 172 percent increase over the lO-year average, 

One graphic measure of progress is that Boise' s crew of 66 Smokejumpers now market 
themselves to fire managers in ali agencies to help start fires, to reduce dangerous and dense fueis. 
Smokejumpers once furloughed for the winter stayed on to complete these projects. 

This spring they plan to assist with 20 separate projects in seven western States, ranging 
from pl'escrihed burns to mechanical treatmerns and prepping areas for wardous ruelsreduCtlons 
with BLM, 'IPS, BIA, USFWS and the USFS. "We know what the forests need, and why, and hov. 
to get there. We take a project from stan to fInish, allowing managers to concentrate valuable time 
on ~ther assignments." said Sean Cross. Boise Smokejumper Manager. 

Nor is this merely a weStern development. In the Southern US Region, 10,000 unwanted 
wildfires have been conrrolled after burning just 117,000 acres, wllile 700 restorative, prescribed 
bums bave treated 544,000 acres. 

Beyond healthie, landscapes and safer firefighters: tlIXpayers benefit. Conducting prescribed 
fires typically costs about $30 per ..,res, bm can range from $5 to $70 depending on the size of the 
fire, the type of matIIlrial burned, and the proximity to buildings. In contrast, suppressing wildland 
fires costs tbom $700 per acre, but can range from $500 to $1,600 per acre depending on seventy 

, 

Who: interior SeCretarY Babbitt, 'lIFe officials, Boise Smokejumpers 
What: "FuI.flIIIng tbe Promlsefl event to mark overbaul of fino polley. 
When: 10 a,m., Thursday, April I, 1999 
Where: National Interagency Fire Center, by Airport, SmoIu!jumper Loft, Boise 
How: Briellngs, remarks. state by state and agency breakdowns of changes, impact 
Why: Healthier landscapes. ,afer nrefightlng, savings for taxpayers 

..001.. 
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Approx:r:1:lte tire :..lSI! in Eve fede:"J.llger.Ct;:s l.lS ot' S~pt¢:";"',bc: ~'1 1998), ?ricr ~o !993 :he 
::g~'!'s ~r:ch:de prescr.bed fire llid 'prescribed nJ.w,~J.1 tire," gegir..1ing In i 993. the tig1.:IeS 
indude ~JreS'Cribed fi~and "\vUdlanc tire use," 

. 
, , 1991 

, 
1998 ! IO·Ye.r, I. 1999 

" .~ ! Prniw, ~ ..I I.oal , 

, 

l-SDA Forest Service 1,097,658 L2~9,! 70 ..61.602 l,.l iO,OGO 
. , , 

Bureau of fndian Affairs 36,768 3;,000 5LIS5 IOOjO!} • 
. , 

Bureau of LJnd 62.680 150.000 : 56.Jl~ 2:0,C!)O ! 

~ational ?:u'K Service 70,000 102,000 ! 50.000 t : 0,000 

! C 5 Fish ~md Wild~ife Serlice 32::.093 300,000 S·yr ave 224,515 .100,000 

i Tota.! l.589.199 • 1,886.170 34),646 Uc{)jOO 

1999 . 10.Year Ayerajl. Comnarison 

A•••ev 
1999 

. 
IO·Ye.r 
~v.ran 

% Increase 
1999·10 Yr, Avo: 

: C'SDA Forest Serlice , 1,470,000 
, 

461.602 218% 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 100,500 51.155 96°/0 

Bureau of Land Management 
, 

220,000 • 56,314 291% I 
: ~atioflal Park Service', 110,000 50,000 120% 

U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service 

lTo!'1 

400,000 
, 

2,300.500 ! 

S·yr ave 224.57S 

843,646 

78% 

172~/1) 

, , 
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TLC Documentary Highlights Training of U.S. Smoke Jumpers 

u.s. Smoke Jumpers are highly skilled wildlandjl"jlghte,. ,hat use parachutes 
for transportation int~ remole areas to prtwide initial response to wildland fires 

The Learning Channel network will televise a documentary episode entitled "Smoke Jumpers Boot 
Camp" which will focus on the training and preparation of a 23·person team conducting training 
exercises. The segment is scheduled to air Saturday, March 7, from 8·9 p.m. and again at II· midnight 
(EST). 

The Smoke Jumpers are an elile group of interagency specialists from the Department of the Interior and 
the Department of Agnculrure that are considered the most highly skilled wildland firefighters in the 
nation. They use parachutes as transportation into remote areas in to order to provide initial attack on 
wildland tires. 

Alexandria Productions, lnc. in cooperation with The Learning Channel Adventure Series, followed 
smoke jumpers throughout ~eir training sessions at a base in Oregon to demonstrate their physical and 
mental fitness, and the weU·disciplined teamwork required of this elite firefighting force. The segment 
takes the viewer through the grueling hardship and intensity of the training and tell the personal stories 
of the smoke jumpers from their first jump and fire training in forested areas. 

"DOl . 
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BABBITT TO USE FLAMETHROWER. HIGH TECH, TO 'FIGHT FIRE WITH fIRE' 
Prescrib"d burn at refuge helps build national computer model to predlci fire behavior 

Office of the Secretary Contact: Dom Whitmore/Jamie Workman 
For re'ease: February 18, 1998 (407) 861·0667 

From the bed of a moving pickup. Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt will use a terra,.torch to ignite 
a prescribed fire at II a.m. on Thursday Feb. 19 at Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge in Florida. 

But this 800 acre burn isn't just any high intensity prescribed fire, It will simulate conditions 
generated by wildfires, while a national team of scientists -- sponsored by Los Alamos National 
Laboratory. the Nationai Weather Service, the U,S. Forest Service, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
the U.S. Air Force and the Kennedy Space Center -- studies and measures fire behavior and impact. 

The results will help build and focus a national computer model that can predict actual fLre 
behavior under given weather, terrain. and habitat conditions. That mndel. in tum, will help cities 
and states as well as rue professionals plan safer, cheaper, and more accurate management of fIre, 
fuels and private property throughout the country. especially in the West. 

"TIds is • classic swords into plowsbares Story." said Babbitt. "We are drawing on tools and 
.'perrise developed during the Cold War and using them in the careful and scientific defense of 
America's precious natural heritage. These models help our campaign to tight fire with fire." 

Babbitt, who worked on tbe fire lines during parts of tbe past three summers, reaffirmed that 
when fire threatens lives and property it must be put out. But he demonstrated how fire is essential to the 
vigor of the landscape, how always excluding it everywhere has proven risky and. cosdy. and how the 
.Administration would use fire and other tools to restore health and safety to forests and rangelands. -.... 

"For over a decade, wildland fires have burned hotter. bigger and fa"er. growing more lethal, 
destructive and expeMive to fight... said Babbitt. "A century of snuffing all small and regular fires has 
clogged our forested wildlands with dense, dying and exotic fuels. Once ignited, flames now result in an 
intense, unpredictable inferno;.kiIling life down (0 the foots, leading to mud slides and floods, and loss 
of game and wildlife habitat." . 

In ane typical forest, fife before 1986 burned an average 3,000 acres each year. Since then fire 

has averaged 63,000 acres, a 21-fald increase. Decades ago, taxpayers spent $100 million to fight fires 

in the U.S.; today we spend $1 billion. By contrast, raging wildfires stop in their tracks when they hi! a 

landscape that had been thinned and treated with prescribed fire. 


Babbitt plans to make those exceptions the national rule. saving money and lives, Under this 

driv,e, the Clinton Administration is investing $40~50 million to double the acreage of fuels reduction 

through prescribed fire, treating 1-2 minion acres by 1998 
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BABB~TT TO FQRESTERS: UNIIB STAKllHQLDllRS TO INYBST IN FIRS 
Advocates careful fire use to boost wildla.ad bea.lth, productivity. 

Fresh from his experience Out on the fire lines of Arizona, 
Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt today gave an address to the 
20th Tall Timbers Fire Bcology Conference in Boise, ID. 

Ke spoke to unite ranchers T loggers, conservationists and 

outdocr enthusiasts, arguing that investing with care in 

prescribed wildland- fire will yield rangelands· and forests that· 

are healthier, safer and more productive over the long'terrn. 


nNine decades of strenuous fire suppression have reduced the 
. natural diversity and vitality of our plants and wildlife t " said 
Babbitt. #Too many trees must compete for scarce nutrients and 
water, causing serious problems of forest health.· 

-Recent national pollsl practices, and the Yellowstone 
experience all confirm that America supports the role of fire in 
growth, stability and renewal,- said Babbitt. "But the consensus 
for prescribed fire is much harder to obtain on multiple use 
lands in the West. where competing stakeholders may often 
distrust each other?~ 

,In order to forge a consensus behind prescribed wildland 

fire, Babbitt argues for: 


• USing the Bureau of Land Mana~ement's newly created Resource 
,Advisory 	Councils to build federal·state·private coalitions'at 

the lo~al level, finding where all parties can.agree on how, 

where. when and why to prescribe fire. 


• Reinvesting a .larger share of the proceeds from public lands 
to maintain the health ~nd produc~ivity. of those resources. 

'To reform fire policy, history provides us with a good 
ltconsensHswbuilding precedent f _ said Babbitt. "For back in 1911 1• 

after scientists, stakeholders and the public all united to 
. suppress fire l that Congress provided the funds and legal 

mechanism to create the premi'er firefighting system in the'world. 
NOW, as the national paradigm continuas to shift toward 
prescribed fire, this Congress should respond ·in kind. It 

-DOl' 
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(.lJl"'"ET SECREL\lUES E:>'TIORSE I~TEGRATED WlLDL.""'TI FIRE POLlCY 

SeC:e!ary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt and Secretary of Agriculture Dan Ghckrr,an ~oday 
endorsffi a joint federal wildland tire policy that wI!! provide gr~ater uniforrnity, help ::meamline 
"nd improve interagency coordination and communication, and reduce risks to both people a:1d 
resourCeS . 

. l..fter the 1994 fire season. the Secretaries cl1anererl a comprehensive. year:long study to 

give form. subsfance. direction and priority to the ideas and lessons learned by wildland tire 
managers over the past two decades. 

Their ~5-page report is a !andmark document, turning what managers have learned in the 
ri.eld over the years into a cohesive, uniform federal policy. That poli~y directs managers to: 

~Integrate wildland fire into land and resource management plans to 
protect, maintain. and enhance natural resources, 

5ffiase fire management activities. including suppression action, on the values to be 
protected, cost. and land and resource management objective:s~ 

:\iAniculate the roles and responsibilities of federal agencies 
in wildland/urban interface (where inhabited areas mix with 
"odeveloped Wildland); , 

)''Ensure that federal policies are uniform and programs are 
implemented cooperatively and cohesively. 

Although it will go into effect gradually, over a period of months. (he Secretanes have 
already directed their land managers to assume the responsibility for the implementation of the 
principles, policies and recommendations of the Report. 

"For years we splintered fire .- as good, bad, natural, prescribed. state. private and federal 
~_ and each a'seney had a different response for each one. But wildand fire respects no boundaries 
or categorIes, and neither can we. Our new federal policy shows all land managers from e'·'ery 
agency how to prepare.for. respond to, and use wildland fire through one standard approach,"said 
Interior Secretary Bruce B~bitt, who fought fires as a youth during the summer of 1994, 



Se..:retary oL\griculture Dan Glickmar. ai$o gJve [he Report it top pricrity, "This 
Inter3.gC'ncy policy will encourage Federal Land \1anagers Ie e:-.:ercise their full range of options in 
de.ll!;,;? \"itb w!!dland fire, from allowing tlre [0 function in its natural role:o prompt suppression. 
Whil~ \,,'ikHand fire can be a destrucdve force, it is also a q,ta: part of nature ~hat can he mana;,;:ed 
[or pO:litiq~ purposes." ~' ~ 

The report reinforce's the commjtme~t of the t\>,.'o De?ar::ments to personnel safety and 
rr.anagemem accountability. PrOtection nflife remains the tirst priority, The second protection 
prioritY:$ property or natural and <;ultural resources. depending on the values to be protected, 

The re-pon also addresses one of the more complex fire management issues fadng federal 
agencies: tire in the interfaee between Midlands and inhabited areas. The report spells out a clear 
vpera!rona: role tor the federal agertcies as a par:ner in the wlldtand/urban interface to fight ' 
wildla:1c tires. :0 reduce accu'mulations of tlarnmable vegetation. to provide technical assistance iO 

$taie and local gov~mments. and to participate in cooperative education. 
The new policy, contained in a report titled "Federal Wildland Fire Management Policy and 
Pro"ram Review," waS prepared by the Agriculture Department's Forest SerJice and the Interior 
Department's Bureau of land Management, National Park Service. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Bureau ;)f rndian Affairs, and National Biological Service, Other agencies participating in the 
development and implementation of this policy include the Environmental Protect(on Agency, the 
Federal Emergency ~anagement Agency and the National Weather Service. 

Copies of the full Report may b. obtained from the Office of Extern.1 Affairs. National 
Interagency Fire Center, 3833 S, Development Ave.• Boise. Idaho 83705~5354, or by calling 
208~3g7~5 I50 or 208·387~5457, The report is also available on the Internet at: 
ht: p: / / 'N'\'fW .fs. fed. us/landlwdfire. htm 
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