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EXECuTIVE OFFICE OF TH~; PRr,sIDENT 
OFFICE OF NAl'IONAI. DRUG CONTROL POLICY 


Washinglon, D. C. 2050;\ 


February 25, 1997 

Dear Colleague: 

Drug abuse and its consequences are a terrible menace to our society. Each year 
illegal drugs kill more than 16,000 Americans and cost taxpayers nearly seventy billion 
doHars. More than half of all people brought lnto the nation's criminalju5tice system have 
substance abuse problems, Three and a half million Americans are chronic drug users. 
Almost a million Americans are currently undergoing some form of substance dependency 
lreatmem program. Forty five percent of us as Americans know someone who has 
suffered an addictive probtem. There is perhaps no other issue that cuts across more areas 
of national concern lhan does drug policy. Drug abuse affects both national security and 
public health considerations. Addiction fundamentally undermines the justice and 
educational sySlems. Finally. drug abuse and trafficking afflict entire communities at 
home and und€-rmine democratic political institutions abroad, 

Our collective challenge is to organize ourselves so that we can deal more 
effectively with this fundamental threat to our children and our future. Sensible long-term 
drug stralegy can reduce the consequences of drug abuse. If we coordinate a truly national 
response lo lhis problem we can substantially reduce drug use and its consequences. We 
are confident we can improve the quality of life for all Americans. This is the central 
purPose of the 1997 National Drug Control Strategy. 

This Strategy is both a statement of will and a guide to action. It is designed to 

provide guidance for the long-lerm. It proposes a ten-year strategic commitment supponed 
by five-year budgets. Continuity of effort can help ensure success. The Strategy addresses 
the two sides of the challenge: limiting availability of illegal drugs and reducing demand. 
Developed in consultation with public and private organizations, the Strategy will be 
America's main guide in the struggle to decrease illegal drug use. 

Your continued leadership and commitment to reducing drug use and its 
consequences in America is appreciated. An American partnership at the local, Stale. and 
federal levels can dramatically decrease the anguish caused by drug abuse in our families, 
schools, workplaces, and communities. Thanks for your suppon. 

Best wishes, 

Barry R. McCaffrey 
Director 



The 1997 National Drug Control Strategy: Highlights 


• A comprehensive, ten· year plan. 

The 1997 Srraregy proposes a ten~year commitmem supporled by five-year budgets so 
that continuity of effort can help ensure success, 

Jt provides a long~term vision mal can be implemented, measured. and adapted to secure 
our goal of substantially reducing drug usc and its consequences in America. 

Incorporates a self-assessment process (measures of effectiveness). 

• 	 Main effort is to reduce the demand for illegal drugs. 

Number one priority is ttl decrease use of illegal drugs, alcohol, and tobacco by youths .. 

Seeks more effective, efficient and accessible drug lreatment programs. 

SupportS the expansion of drug·free workplaces. 

Opposes the legali7.ation of marijuana and other dangerous drugs, 


Seeks to increase the safety of our citizens by breaking the cycle of drugs and violence:. 


• 	 Aggressive supply reduction programs complement demand reduction efforts. 

Devotes greater resources [0 protecting the southwest border and other vulnerable air, 
land, and sea frontiers, 

Seeks the elimination of coca cultivation destined for illicit consumption within the next 
decade. 

Reinforces. interdiction efforts in the "source Country" and "transit" zones. 

Suppow; the counter-drug efforts of committed democracies and multilateraJ 

organizations. 


The Natiollal Drug COlllrol Strategy is America's main guide in the struggle to 
decrease illegal drug use. Developed in consultation with public and private 
organizations, it sets the course for the na£ion's collective effort against drugs. It 
leaves room for growth, incorporation of new advances in science and technology, 
better operations, inrellectual expansion, and the most efficient use of national 
resources. The Nat/ollal Drug COlllro/ Slrategy will undoubtedly adapl over Ihe years as 
conditions change. It will, however, organize our efforts toward the stated goals and 
objectives. . 



$rPA1Hi,C GOALS Ard) De.rellvEs 

STRATEGIC GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

OF THE 1997 NATIONAL DRUG CONTROL STRATEGY 


Goal 1: Educate and enable America's youth to reject illegal drugs as well as 
alcohol and tobacco. 

Ohjt."<:tivc I: EJuc;m: rurer.f£ or orher earc J,li,'cn., ICllchcr:, cO:lchcs, c!el1.;'{, health rmfessiom.h" nod 
husioc,~~ lind C(lffiffil..nity lCjldcn; to heir youth fl.'jOC: illega! .hll!-' and underat!IC a!..:\)hll! and "J!;,i.lCCO lISe, 

Ohjcctivc 2: Pursue f\ Yi~ot'nll~ aJ\'cm~ing Jnd public cnnmmniC;tt[om rm~r,:,;m dcalin); with the dangeD 
of dwg, Ide,)ho!. ,IOU ",h:te..:" u~e by }\luth. 

Ohjcctiw 3: ()remme 1Cf(! to!crance p(llkicj' for ¥(,uth regarding I h... ItSC (If Hlegd dru~, :,k"h,,1. IIml 
toPHCCO wlthij) :he family, scho'l!. w,~rkrlace, m:d Cllmmuoity, 

Objective 4: Pmv1J.., studem~ in gGlJe~ K. 12 wah a!c\)hnL whacco. m:.d drug preventicm programs n:,d 
polkks lh,l[ hnve been cvnluatl.J. JnJ tested lind an: hMCd un Mlllnd pmctict;S ;It\~i pwccdure~, 

Objeai~tC' 5: Surpon parents and adult mem,}N in encouraging: Y{)!Jrh to ~·ng.1gc in f'O$it!ve. heallhy 
li(esty!e~ lind mudcling hcha\'lOr to be emula{1•.v hi' young peuple, 

Obje<:tive 6: Encoumge ;md assist Ihe devel(lpITIt'nt of commuility nmlil kms and pro{!f4lm in prcven! inl! 
drug :d)uSt! aoe. undettlh't' alcohol and !obaccouse. 

Objccth·e 7: Create n partnership wnh the media, clHcftuinment :ndl!~!t)'. amI pmfcssillnal sports orgMi
~atiorn h' ;1\'old thL' !,!lamorizaritln of illegal drugs aoJ the u~c of alcoh,,] and fnhJ.cco l».' y.."Jlh, 

,?bjective 6: SuproJ( and di',semina;c SCientific l'l~ltr1::h ,m.! dam dn l\1c clln51'4uenCcH,flegali:in~ druj,;lL 

Objectlve 9: Devckl' ltnd implemenr a SCt of p:mci;;lcs upon whkh rrL'vcmion pn'!!rammmj,; can h~ ot\~cd, 

Ohjl'cti\'c 10) SUf'P,\rt and highlight nS<iarch. inciuJ.ng the deve\clpmcet (l M::lcntifK in(ornuti'ln. 10 
i~fmm Jm/!, nkohn!;and whaccD prev\:ntioll pr\1gtf)ltl~ tIITgcltng yillmg Am(~rk"n:;. ' 

Goal 2: Increase the salety 01 America's citizens by substantially reducing 
. drug-related crime and violence. 

ObjeCliv(' 1: StreTl.!!then law enforccmen: - including feuern!' Statl', and loG!! JOt,!! task forces - to 
cmnh:u drug"relnll-G violence. di$Tupr cnn:ina! organi:ati(lO$, nnd :lHC$( the leaders o( illegai drug syodi
Cllles, 

Ohjl.:cth'e 2: !mpnlVe the :'ioi!i!)' of High Intensity Druj! T ramckinj.; Arcil;; (HI DT As) W CU\lPter drug 

tw[ficking. 


Ohjective 3~ H..·lp taw enforcement to Jijrurl muocy launde:-ing and sei:c criminal assets. 

Objective 4: Develop, rd'ine, ilnd lmplemem cffect ive rct't.lhiliwtive prt'llrturu - inciuJil1J,! gradullted 
sanC!io,,~, supetviseJ cdem;c, and tfl.:!l-(menr (Of drug"nhu~inh \l(fenJCti and lICCL5W rerS'Jr,~ - flt:111 s!aJ.:e~· 
within the cdminnl jU~!lCl: loyge:n. 

Objl.:ctiv;: 5: Br::ak d.c ~yde of drJp ;tl;u~~ and (""ime. . 
Ohjl.:Cli\'C 6: SUPf'\lrt :\Od highlil-!ht Te""arch, mcluding the devd,)pll1('n; of ;(icmi:k. infonnHll;m and 
d;ita, til infufm !;,w enr()cccmcn{, pm'l<:cution, iOL<!!<..cf1ltil.ln, :md trcmml!n: {If o{fenJcrs LIlVt)(VOO with 
ille!:al drugs. . 

http:inciuJ.ng


STRAHGle GOAlS AND OSJECTIVES 

Goal 3: Reduce health and social costs to the public of illegal drug use, 

Objective 1: Su?pon lind pfomnte effeclive, efficient, :tl'ld accessible dmg treatmem, ensuring the devel· 
opmCn\ nf;l sy~tem that h responsive to emerging (rend~ in drug ;1bu~_ 

Objcclive 2; Reduce Jrug·re1:m~d health problems. with an emphi'sjs on infectious disease;;, 

Objective 3; Pmm()(c n;!tinno! adopri,m or droll·frce ',I,lorkplace programs that emphastle Jmg testing as 
a key CDmp.:ment of II n)mprehemive program rh[lt includes l..!ucmion, prevention, and mtervention, 

Obj('ctivc 4: SlIpp,lrt Hnd prommc the education, tmining, find creJenrioling of profe,siorUlls who work 
1I,li(h ~ubr;mcc lIru~er5, 

• 
Objcctiv,: 5: SUPl'cr! n:M::arch imo the dcvd"pmcnl of medications and trcmmem protocols. to rrevent 
()f n.-,.l\!c~' dHl~ ,k:;Wntk'HCC ;,md :t1Y.1\C, 

Objt-ctive 1:': S~'PI'l'tt ,lfId hlghHght re~eaTch ;:\no It'chndngy. induJmg (he acqui~ition anJ analysis of 
scien:ifk dar,), to r..-JucL' the health imd sacial C\~SI~ of illc.!i,,1 JruJ.: usc, 

Goal 4: Shield America's air, land, and sea frontiers from the drug threat. 

Objective J, Cunduct flexible opernril'lls 10 d.:rect. disrupt, deter. and sei:>: iIleR;;1 drugs In tramit w the 
Un ired Sf'U/..'$ ;md :It US. OOrdcr&.• 

Objective 2: Improve (he coof,linarion 1m..! effe[(iw!)e~ of US. drug taw enforcemem programs with 
pnrriculnr emphasi.'> nn the soulhwe5t border, Puerw Rico, and the U.S. Vlfgin Islands. 

Objective 3: impwve bilateral am! rC.£licnal cocrerHtion with Mexico as well as other cocaine and hero
in tr:1I1~it V'Ill'- COllnlries in order w reduce the (ll)W of ilkogal drug:; into the Ul'liroo Stares. 

ObjJ.'ctiw 4,: Support anJ highlight te~earch and technnl(lt;.l' - including rho.: Jevelo'Pmem of sciemiflC
infc:m,l:i,lfl und data - to defect, disrupr, deter, :md ~ei .... die!!',!! drug\ in (mn~il to rhe ~mted States 
.l:"! at U.s. n,mlcrJ, 

Goal 5: Break foreign and domestic drug sources of supply, 

Objective 1; Prouuce ,1 ncr tt.'<.lun:on it: rhe ..... nrld"'.. id(; cptuvlUion of cocn, opium, anu marijuana and in 
Ihe productl.1TI ,If ,)ther lilt-gal drugs, espt'cially tncthamphelrtminc. 

Objectivc 21 D1Srupt llnd cli<;mantle major international druk! uaffid::ing orgnn:Ultions and arre5(, prosl'
cwe, <lnd inc,m:er.llt' their le,auers. 

Objectivc l: Suppon anu complemem source cPuntry drug control dfpns and stren.gthen '<;Ollfce countr), 
political wTU and dfllg control capahili!ies, 

Ohjective 4: Devdop and buprort hilatemL rcgionaL and mulnlmctal initiativc5 and mobili:e imerna
ti!lrH~! I,lrj.::lllho!(nr,o! e(fo((S ~gainst all aspecu or illegal drug pmoncfion, trafficking, and nbuse. 

Obje<:th'': 5: Promo((,.. Intcmati(m;;1 pOlitie;. and law" ;:hm de!er lII(Jney laundering and facilitate ami· 
mmwy laundering tlwc5tigarillrb a5 well as :.cizurc ,)( fI!>S1.1CiuICd w,s'<!r$. 

Objective 6: SUPPllrt :md highlight res<::m;h and tc-Chll(1l(lt!Y, induJin~ the de\,t::ormem of sc~L"nri(ic 


d:I1,I, m rcdllce th~ worldwide suppli' of illegal drLl~', 
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Casual drug use has dropped dramatically in the past decade 


Household Drug Use is Down 

percentage of HousehOld Population Reporting Use 
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Source: 1995 Household Survey Note: Comparable Data not available in 1982 

Casual drug use has dropped by almost 50 percent since 1979. Today, an estimated 
12.8 million Americans use illegal drugs on a current basis (within the past thirty days), 
down from 1979's high of twenty-five million. The number of cocaine users has also 
declined dramatically, dropping from 5.7 million in 198510 1.5 million in 1995. Marijuana 
remains the most commonly used drug, being smoked by 77 percent of illegal drug users. 
Almost three quarters of drug users are employed. More than a third of all Americans aged 
twelve and older have used illegal drugs. Fortunately, nearly sixty million Americans who 
used drugs during their youth, as adults reject dlese substances. 



The social and health costs of illicit drug use are staggering 

. ~), 

Trends in Drug-Related Emergency. Room Mentions of 
Cocaine, Heroin and Marijuana, 1988-95 
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Drug~related illness, death, and crime cost the nation approximately sixty seven billion 
dollars. or $260 for every man woman. and child in America. This ligure includes 
unnecessary health care, crime. and lost productivity resulting from substance abuse, Illicit 
drug use huns families, businesses, and neighborhoods; impedes education; and chokes 
criminal justice, health, and social service systems. More than a half million drug-related 
emergencies occur each year. Heroin-related deaths increased dramatically in Phoenix (up 34 
percent), Denver (up 29 percent), and New Orleans (up 25 percent) between 1993 and 1994, 
while the number of heroin-related medical emergencies more than doubled between 1990 
and 1995. Nearly 40 percent of deaths connected with illegal drugs strike those in their 
thirties. AIDS is the fastest-growing cause of all drug-related deaths. More than 33 percent 
of new AIDS cases occur among injecting drug users and their sexual partners. A'bOut tlve 
percenl of women use illegal drugs during lheir pregnancy, inc,rea'sing the risk of infant 
mortality. Drug use also lowers workplace productivity. A U.S. Postal Service study found 
that among drug users. absenteeism is 66 percent higher, health benefit utilization is 84 
pen:cnl greater in IJoUar terms, disciplinary actions are 90 percent higher, and that there is 
significantly higher employee turnover. 



midt drug use among youth is skyrocketing 

Percentage Increase in 30-Day Drug Use Rates Amo~g 
8th Graden Between 1991 and 1996 
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The most alarming drug trend is the. in,creasing use of illegal drugs, tobacco, and 
alcoho( among youth. The use of illicit drugs among eighth graders is up more than 150 
percent over the past five years. In 1995, 10.9 percent of all youngsters between twelve and 
seventeen years of age used illicit drugs on a past-month basis. This rate has risen steadily 
since 1992's 5.3 percenl-- the historic low in the trend since the 1979 high of 16.3 percent. 
More than half of all high school students u~e illicit drugs by the time they graduate. 
Marijuana is the illicit drug most frequently used by our children. :rhe gateway': 
characteristics of this drug are underscored by the finding by Columbia University's Center 
on A~diction and Substance Abuse. that children who smoke marijuana are eighty-five times 
more: likely to use cocaine than peers who never tried marijuana. Eighty-two percent of those 
who try cigarettes do so by age eighteen. Approximately 4.5 .million American children 
under the age of eighteeri now smoke, and every day, another three thousand adolescents 
become regular smokers. Alcohol also has a devastating impact 'on young people. 7,738 
intoxica!~ drivers belwee'1 the ages of sixteen and twenty were fatally injured in 1996. The 
average age of ticst drinking is declining and is nOw 15.9 years, down from a 1987 average 
of 17.4 years. The most important drug policy challengeis to reverse these dangerous 
trends. 



Drug-related crime and violence remain intolerably high 

Number of persons held in State or Federal prisons 
or in local jails, 1985 and 1996 
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Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, 1996 

, 
AmericaR.,) from every social and economic background. every racial and ethnic group, 

and every locale remain deeply concerned about the nexus between drugs, crime, and 
violence. With the exception of drug-related homicides, which have declined in recent years, 
drug-related crime is continuing at a strong and steady pace. Drug offenders crowd our 
jails. In 1994, statc and local law enforcement agencies made more than a million arrests for 
drug law violations. That same year, 59.5 percent offederal prisoners were drug offenders. 
31 % of felony convictions in 1994 were for drug offenses. The increase in drug offenders 
accounts for nearly three quarters of the t01a1 growth in federal prison inmates since 1980. 
Although the United Slates cannor arrest is way out oUhe drug abuse problem, incarceration 
is entirely appropriate for many drug-related crimes. If our drug laws are to be effective, 
they must be seen as equitable, and punishment inust be on a par with the offense. One of 
our major challenges is to break the nexus between drugs and crime. Alternative judicial 
processes for non-violem drug offenders and drug treatment in the criminal justice setting can 
decrease drug use alfd criminal activity and reduce recidivism, 



Our air, land, and sea frontiers remain vulnerable to drug 

traffickers 


Each year, sixty million people enter our country on more than 675,000 commercial 
and private flighl$. Another six milliJn come by sea and 370 million by land. In addition, 
116 million vehicles cross our land borders with Canada and Mexico, More than 90,000 
merchant and passenger ships dock at:our pOrl$, carrying more than nine million shipping 
conrainers and four hundred million rons of cargo, while another 157,000 smaller vessels visit 
our many coastal towns. Amid voluminous trade, drug traffickers seek to hide illegal 
substances that destroy our citizens and ruin neighborbonds. Our immediate challenges are to 
prevent drug trafficking across the southwest border, close the Caribbean "back door." and 
stop drugs from entering via other vulnerable entry poinl$ such as South Florida', New York, 
the Pacific Northwest, and our border with Canada. Existing organizations and initiatives -
like the three Joint Inter-Agency Task Forces (East, West, South), the Domestic Air 
Interdiction Coordination Center, Joint Task-Porce Six, and Operation Alliance, which 
address the southwest border problem', .., well as High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas 
(HIDTA)5 and other cooperative interagency effOrl$ -- must remain the building blocks for 
this effort. 



Interdiction 

can reduce the supply of illegal drugs 

Cocaine Production and Seizures 
metric tons 
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A five-stage grower·lO·user chain links the drug producer in a foreign land with the 
consumer in the United Slates. The stages are: cultivation, processing, Iransit, wholesale 
distribution, and retail sales on the street. International drug control programs have 
demonstrated that Illey can be particularly effective when they focus on severing the chain at 
the source. Our rultionai efforts against coca cultivation and the production and trafficking of 
cocaine are guided by Presidential Decision Directive 44, !he Western Hemisphere 
counterdrug strategy. Our goal is to completely eliminate within the next decade the 
cultivation of coca destined for illicit cocaine production. Our ongoing suppurt to interdiction 
efforts in South America have helped reduce coca cultivation in Peru by 18%aod tempurarily 
disrupted large segment.> of the cocaine industry in Peru and Colombia, while U.S. cocaine 
seizures have averaged 125 tons a year since 1993. Efforts against produclion and trafficking 
of heroin are guided by Presidemial Decision Directive 44, the President's heroin control 
pulicy of November 1995. The heroin interdiction challenge is enormous. Potential global 
heroin production has increased about 60 percent in we past eight years to about 375 metric 
tons. We have little intluence with the governments of the two major source countries, 
Afghanistan aod Burma, where 85% of the world's opium poppy supply is grown. 
Trafficking organi2alions are highly cohesive and difficult to penetrate. They use multiple 
routes and methods. Heroin is a low bulk, high value commodity. Individual couriers can 
carry several million dollars worth of heroin. Consequently, worldwide seizures in 1995 
netted only thirty-two metric tons while U.S. seizures were just 1.3 metric tons. 



Investigations U.696,80 
$4S7.60 $1.016,QOprosecutions 

Highlighted FY 1998 Drug Control Initiatives 

FY98 President's Request ; 
(by Function, Dollars in Millions) 

Reg & Compl 
Pre,,'ention

$118.80 $1,916.50 

$673.50 Research & DevelopmentTreatment 

State and Local 

$149.80 Intelligence 
Interdiction 11,603.10 

$2,";'''0 Corrections 

International 

, 

, National Media Campaign -. $175 million is requested in FY 1998 
for a national media campaign targeting illegal drug consumption by youth. 
This initiative would rely on high-impact, anti-drug television 
advertisements aired during prime-time to educate and inform the public 
about the dangers of illegal drug use. 

" . Safe and Drug-Free Schools - $620 million is re'quested for FY 
1998, an increase of $64 million (11.5 percent) over the FY 1997 
appropriation. New resources would provide grant assistance to governors 
and state educational agencies for drug and violence prevention progra~s. 

, , 

http:11,603.10
http:1,916.50


• Commuuity Oricnt~d Policing (COPS) - $510 million in drug-related 
resources is requested in FY 1998, <In increase of541 million (9 percent) over FY 1997. 
COPS serves as the veh,icle for the Administration's strategy to fight violent crime and 
drug use by increasing the number of Slate and local police officers on the streets, 

• Prevention and Treatment Research - 5522 million is requested in FY 1998 
for the National Institute on Drug Abuse (N[DA). an increase of$33 million (6 percent) 
Over FY 1997. These additional rcsoun:es will further NIDA's efforts in condueting 
basic drug prevention and trea[ment research. 

• Youth Treatment lni~iati\'es - S 19 million is identi tied in the FY 1988 HHS 
budget to SHpport innovative interventions for juvenile offenders which integrate 
community-wide education. law enforcement, substance abuse treatment, and menial 
health serviees~ studies of treatment effectiveness for adolescents with co-occurring 
substance and mental health disorders; and expansion and aSsessment ofcomprehensive 
substance abuse treatment services for adolescents. 

• Youth Prevention Initiatives - $98 miillcn is identified in the FY 1998 HHS 
budget for adivities designed to prevent marijuana lJnd other drug use among American 
youth, The initi,llive will provide Slate Incentive Grants. raise public a\vareness and 
counter pro~drug messages. and expand State level data collection activities. 

• Drug Courts - $75' million is reques!ed in FY 1998, an increase of$45 million 
(150 percent) over FY 1997. These grants support stale and local criminal justice 
agencies to provide courl~mllndlljed drug trcalment and related services to nonviolent 
offenders. 

, 
• ,INS Southwest Border Initiative - $367 million in drug-related resources is 
requested for the Il:nmigration and Naturtllizution Service (INS) in FY 1998, an increase 
01'$48 million over FY 1997. This rC{lucst provides fol' an addilionaltive hundred 
Border Patrol agents to stem the now of ilIegaJ dmgs and illegal aliens acrOSS the 
southwest bordcL 

• International Nartotics Control and Support for Peru - The FY 1998 budget 
includes S2l4 million for the State Department's Bureau ofIntcmational Narcotics and 
Law Enforcement AfT,irs (INL). Included in the [NL budge' is $40 million for Peru, an 
'inerease of $17 million over FY 1997. In FY 1998 this program will continue the 
implementation of the President's direclive to plaee more emphasis on source eountries~ 
focus on programs that promote altem:l1lve development, dismantle narcotics trafficking 
organizations, and interdict drugs, 



National Funding Priorities for FY 1998-2002 

• Reducing Youth Drug Use - The centerpiece of OUf national cou.nterdrug 

strategy remains: the prevention of drug use by children. Youth~oriented prevention 

programs today can reduce the number of addicted adults who will cause enormous 

damage to themselves and our society tomorrow, 


• Reducing .he Consequences of Chronic Drug Use - The nalional drug control 
strategy also recognizes that significant reductions in illegal drug consumption cannOl 
occur without addressing the problem of chronic drug use, Chronic drug users comprise 
about 20 percent ortlie drug-using population yet consume over two-thirds of the supply 
of drugs. By reducing the number of dependent drug users, we Can lessen the adverse' 
heallh and welfare consequ'ences of illegal drug use as well as attendant. criminal activity. 

• Reducing Drug-related Crime and Violence - Domestic law enforcement has 
helped lake back our streets from the ravages of the drug trade, Of particu~ar concern is 
the relationship between drugs and crime. A disproportionate number of more than 
twelve million property crimes and almost two mi1lion violent crimes that occur each 
year are committed by drug users or traffic~ers. 

• Stopping the Flow or Drug, .t u.s. Borders - Unless we shield our borders 

from the flow of illegal drugs, the United Statcs will never stem the tide of drug abuse. 

lnterdietjon is the key to stopping drugs from crossing ollr borders and reaching, our 

neighborhoods, 


• Reducing Domestic and Foreign Sources of Supply -Interdiction programs 
alonc cannot prevent drugs from flowing into the United States and reaching our ehildren. 
Therefore, the national drug control str~tegy must target sources oC supply as wen, 

'Working with SOurce and transit nations offers the greatest prospect for eliminating 
foreign sources of supply, Cocaine. heroin, and frequegtly methamphetamine an;" 
produced oUlside the United States; these illegal drugs cause the greatest harm to our 
citizens, " ' . 

• Maintaining Strategy Flexibility - A long-term slrategy mllst be versatile and 
contain the infrastructure to respond to new drugs.' America's drug problem is nOl static, 
as indicated by the recent emergence of methamphetamine. While the use of some drugs 
declines (e,g., cocaine}, o1her substances makc a comeback (e,g., methamphetamine, ' 
marijuana, and heroin). Still other drugs are used for the first time. Our strategy must 
contain the means to ident! fy and monitor new drug use trends so that programs can 
address them proactively. ' 



Auf! February 1991 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFfICI<: 01-- N.\TlONAL ORUG CONTROL POLICY 
~hlngt(ill. D.C. 2ti503 

Biograpby of Barry R. McCaffrey 

Director, Office of National Drug Control Policy 


Barry McCaffrcy was confinned by unanimous vote of the U. S.. Senate as the 
Director of the White House Office ofNational Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) on 29 
February 1996. He serves as a full member of the President's Cabinet and as the senior 
drug policy official in the Executive Branch. He is also a member of the National 
Security Council and the President's Drug Policy COWlcil. Prior to confinnation as 
ONDCP Director, he was the Commander-in-Chief of the U.S. Armed Forces Southern 
Command coordinating all national security operations in Latin America. 

General McCaffrey began his military career as a 17-year old Cadet at West Point. 
He served four combat tours: Dominican Republic, Vietnam (twice), and Iraq. When he 
retired from active duty, he was the most highly decorated and the YOWlgest four star 
general in the U. S. Anny. He twice received the Distinguished Service Cross, the 
nation's second highest award for valor. He also received two awards of the Silver Star 
for heroism and three Purple Heart medals for wounds sustained in combat. During 
Operation Desert Stonn, he commanded the 24th Infantry Division and led the 200 
kilometer "left hook" attack into the Euphrates River Valley. 

Director McCaffrey graduated from Phillips Academy, Andover, Massachusetts and 
the U.S. Military Academy. He bas a Master ofArts degree in Civil Government from 
American University and taught American Government, National Security Studies, and 
Comparative Politics at West Point. He also attended the Harvard University National 
Security Program. Director McCaffrey is a member ofthe Council on Foreign Relations 
and an associate member of the Inter-American Dialogue. 

General McCaffrey served as the JCS assistaut to General Colin Powell. While 
serving as the Director for Strategic Plans and Policy on the Joint Chiefs of Staff, he 
supported the Chairman as the principal JCS Staff advisor to,the Secretary of State and to 
the U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations. Among the many awards he bas received 
for his service are: the Department of State's Superior Honor Award fur support of the 
Strategic Arms Limitation Talks; the NAACP Roy Wilkins Renown Service Award; and 
decorations from the French, Brazilian, and Argentine governments.. . 

Barry McCaffrey is married to the former Jill'Ann Faulkner. They have three married 
children: Sean, a U.S. Army infantry Captain; Tara, a U.S. Army Washington National 
Guard nurse; and Amy, a school teacher. 
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The Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 

•. 	operates a toll-free ~OO number staffed by drugs and 
!=rime. information specialists 


. 

• 	 distributes Office of National Drug Control Policy 

and Department of Justice publications·about 
drugs and crime. 

, 	 . 
• 	 answers requests for specific drug-related data 

• 	 performs customized bibliographic searches 

• 	 ,advises requesters on data availability and of other 
illtormation resources that may meet their needs 

• 	 maintains a public reading room 
. . . 
Affiliated with the National Cri~inal.iustice Reference Service . 
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