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CONNECTING SCHOOLS AND LIBRAHIES TO '1'111: INTERNET 
Myth \IS RClllity 

Tlwrc arc a series of arguments that opponents of the new E-Ratc program make that are 
morc myth than fael. Here is the reality. 

Myth: 	 We don't need the E-rntc -- 80%, of schools arc already \'t'ircd to the Internet. 

Reality: 	 While 7X% of schools have at least one internet connection, too often that Internet 
connection goes to the Administrator's office. The challenge is to bring Inh:rncl 
connections to the classroom where learning lakes place. Today however, only 
27% of classrooms have an Internet connection. In poor and minority schools, 
only 13% of classrooms have Internet access -- half the average . 

. 
The E-Ratc program gives crucial discounts to schools ano libraries, with the 
steepest discounts going to the neediest communities. Through this tailo."ed 
program, the Administration is committed to helping cnsure that all 
children--regardlcss of race. income or geography--can have an equal chance to 
learn and succl.;l.;d. 

;\tyth: 	 Pholle 'hills an' going up because of Ihe E-nltc. 

Reality: 	 Phone hills arc not going up because or the e-rate. Long distalll:\.! pholle bills arc 
nn\\' at their lowest point in history. The telecolllillunications Act of 1996 created 
a unique opportunity to both lower telecoillmunicatiolls prices and extend the 
bendits of the information age to all of our nation's children. The eost to industry 
for support orthe schools and libraries program has been offsct by reductions in 
access chargcs -- money that long distance companies pay to COllllect to [ocal 
telephone companies. In the last 11 months, access charge reductions to long 
distance companies have equaled $2.4 billion -- more than offselling the $2.02 
billion in estimated demand for the schools and library program. In 1~lct, long 
distance rates have dropped G% in the last year and continue to 1~111. 

Myth: . AT...(T is ch:II'iing conSlIlllers It 5(10, "Gorc-T:'IX" to flay for Ihe l'-nlte. 

RClllity: 
. Phone bills arc. not going up'becalisc of the e~ratc. AT&T docs'not hilVc t9 charge. 
COIlSUIllel'S"Illorc. This is !lot a federally mandated charge, but a choice Ihat ,AT&T 

. . 	 . 
has made on its O~\'!l. 

• i.lut the t"act is, this !l.cw 5% item on their.bill is ncither.new nor just l(~r the. 
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'Myth: 

Schools and Libr<1ry Program. They say that the 5% surcharge is (0 "give schools 
and libraries access to advanced sCfvict:5 like the Internet." Bul in nlcl, about half 
of this surcbarge would go to cOVer the costs of providing telephone service to 
pCj.)plc in ruml and high-cost arens. This rural and high-cost support i::: f'OT a new 
task but the continuation of a 60 year commitment America hns made to help al! 
our citizens have phone service. Opponenls of the E-ratc arc trying to hide this 
thet by blaming the surcharge 011 schools an~ lihraries, Even if there were no E~ 
Rate program, these companies would still be putting a new pcrecntagc charge on 
tlwir !litis. 

AT&T is double dipt)ing. The long distance companies arc receiving $2.4 billion 
dollars in reductions in their cost of dOing business. because of the din~4;t tlctions 
of the FCC in accordance with the telecommunication Act of 1996. These 
reductions more than pay for the money that 30,000 schools and lihraries have 
told us they m..>ed. But AT&T and other long distance cOfllpanics W<lnt to keep th;'lt 
$2.4 billion in savings ft,;- themselves JI!d inSist that consu'mcrs should pay for 
connections f(w schools and iibraries. '-". ~ 

AJ (;01"(.' is just \\ iring da.;srnolH:O; for pnlitical hClicliL 

;\1 Gore i~ committed to lIlaklngs sure IhaL children havl: access 10 the too!s of the 
l~l1un.: not because childn::n arc Democrats or Repuh!!c:lns, hut because they ;:tfe 
our Cutun:, Politics should SLOp at (he schoo!house door. 

Th~ E>r(it~ is a hipartisnn effort. lL tome,:; (mm bi~f'\~:isnll lcg:slutior), the Sno\\'(:­
Rockcf'd!cr (I[llCl1dmcnl ttl the l\:lccummllllic:nioJ1s hil!. was pas~('d unanimotlsly 
by a bip:lrtis<.l!l FCC ,u:d o;,:on:irucs to C;ljOY hi.panis<ln support <is chamctcri%cd by 
n:c.ClH t':llers strong!), s\;pporting (he progwm fmm a bi-p:lni:>an group of 
Senator::; (including JdTt,;-ds, Chafe.:, Snow..: <mJ Sanhmnn nmong others). a bi­

partisan group of House me:nbcrs. and l: bi-partis:m group of Governors. 

This pmgram is no! only a result of the Vice Prc~idcnl's commiiment to children.' 
j( is the result of a public Ig month FCC proceeding lei which nearly 1000 gmups 
p<irticipated with nearly 3000 filings amour.ting io nearly 56.000 pages. 

III a decadc~l{)ng series .,rs\udic< tIle E..1IlC:llioll !)cpllI:tmcnt reports that' siudc'nls 
iIr classL's thai use comjlutc:'s outperform tbeir peers Oil slHlldardized te$ls uf hasjc 
skillH hy an .average ofJ()iY(). And a 1996 study shmwd'that students with access 
to the In1cmd no! unly pn~scnld their jillal projects ill more cn!;ltive Wi.!Ys but 
also tunied in work that was more complete and had' better synlhcscs of different 
points' of vicw: Nunlcro~\s'othcr studies ShO\v'lhat-chil~lre!l in h:cltnology-rich'. .. .' ' 



Myth: 

l{clility: 

f\tyth: 

Myth: 

I{entity: 

learning ellvironments showed more cnthusi:lsm, had higher attendance rates, 
developed beHer writing skills and displayed u greater capacity to communicate 
erfectively about complex problems, 

There arc schools in low-income anms 01;\1 can1t ev~n afford hooks. This a 
mismatched priority diverting nceded rcsuurccs aw",y from f)thcr~ more 
pressing. CdUc~ltjona1 priorities, 

We need not limit ourselves 10 invcstiJlg in one or'the other. We can do both, and 
wcmusL 

Si:1CC 1993, the President and Vice President have worked hard to improve 
education from preschool to postgraduate leveL The administration expanded 
Head Start, created Goals 2000 to help slatt;$ set high aC<lJlcl.'nic standards, 
expanded charter schools, focuscd Title I funds more on I(}w~income children, 
while selling the same standards for those children as r()~'1i11~others. and made 
college affordable to everyone through gmnts, loans, scholarships and t~ix 
bene-fits. 

In the President's bahlllccd budgct wh:ch he sent to Congress i:) February_ he 
proposed to bui:d O:'! 1h0so.; ac(:ulllpli~l:m:':!ll:-l by cxrand:ng lJ:OSo.: kcy :nYCStll;~l!lS 
whi;c abo paying !{}r 10G,OOO llC\\' t..:ach!.;rs, providmg tax inccntives tu accdo.:ra1c 
:lCW school consl:'uoioil or n:mn'alloli am! i:wcsting mon.: in cduc:ltion 
t0dmology. 

The E~l'ute is payitl~ for things lhat weren't inlClld(,d by Con~l'cJ's Jike 
paiJltin~ wnlls, I'cpl:tdn~ (,:l("pet, :md (luHin~ in neW cumIHHel'~. 

Th·.: E-rate doc;.; nO! cover paint:ng. carpctlng or computers" No :nolley ha." gO:1(; 

to any ~t.:h(l'.ll to pay l~,r ~j:1y i:)digihlc ;icrvlces. In fact, t:tlS is l'n:lllalUrc 
sp,:culatioll since :10 school has rccciv:.::d any n:oncy yct Llode:- tbis new prog:-:tp.1. 
'I'll·.: School." .<Ind Library Corporation is LOllducting H mCliculp;IS c;.;amilwllon or 
requests to C!lSll:'C that only valid applications tbat adherl! to all requirel~lCn!S 
r~cci\'-c funding. 

This guvernment program is ha\'in~ the effect of br,ingi!lg unhl'itl!cd 
jlnrnogr'''phy into 'every child's classroom in the country. . 

The Administrali('lIl beJ!cvcs it is critic;tl!y imp(lrtan! lh;H ~c1100Is und libraries 
pn):cct cI~!ldn'::l~ from illapp~upriah: mah:ria.l on the Intt:rne:. The Administratio:l 
strongly supports Senate paS5agc oflcgislatio!l tlmt would require evt:ry school 
and.library th<ll fGccivGS <lsseis'lance fWl'lllhis program!o certify tha,1 11 has 

http:t.:h(l'.ll


Myth: 

Heality: 

i\'lylh: 

Hcality: 

Myth: 

Hc:tlity: 

".' . 

developed a plan to protect schoolchildren from inappropriate Internet content. 

The E-H.ate is administered hy:1 ~iant hurc:l1Icnlcy headed h)' somcone paid as 
milch as the President. The Gcneral Accounting Office declared its structure 
illegal. 

The Schools and Libraries corporation is nOI a giant bureaucracy. There arc a Iota I 
or 14 people on its stafr. 

• 	 Before a single dime has gone to a single school, the FCC has put this program on 
solid footing by taking steps to further streamline the structure of the organi7..ation. 
The schools and libraries corporation is soon to be merged into the Universal Service 
Administrative Comp<U1y which will administer assistanc£ fqr schools and libraries 
as well as rural health care providers, and high cost subscribers, This change will 
occur on January I. 	 "-..; ~ 

• 	 The salary for CEO of the Schools and Libraries Corporation was originally set by 
the schools and lihrari-:s corporation board to be comparable with a national 
Iloll-profit. When the schools and libraries corporation structure is changed in 
Jalluary the position's salary will be reduced to $151,000. 

A Tennessee cOlltrarl W:IS :I\\':II'd('d to a friend of the :.,:ovcrllor's c\'cn though 
thcre was a hidder that was millions of dollars lowcr 

The FCC and the Schoo]s and Library Corporation have a dispute resolution process 
in place to deal with cases such as this. This case is being appealed, the concerns will 
be heard, and no e-rate discounts will be allocated until the issue is resolved. It is 
inappropriate to speculate about the conncctioll that Republican Governor 
Sundquist's relatiollship with the contractor might have played. 

• 	 No e-rate discollllts have been spent. Meticulous examination or requests is taking 
place to ensllre that only valid applications that adhere to all n::quircments rcceive 
funding. . 

'Schools llrc,liliC "pigs ill a-tnHlgh" tal{ilig this puhlic'giveaway, 

In o~der to recci'v(; discounts, eligible entities must certit'y that I) they have 

technology assessment and plan for.how they will use discollnted servicl:s; 2) that 

sllch plan 'has been approved by their state ageiH,;y (ill a(,lditiOl~ to hilving all 


. authorized ~igl)aturc li-olll :1 local entity); 3) that .they. pro'vide a description or 


',,' .. 



scrvict;& sought. This is not n free ride for schools .md libraric5. Each school and 
library applying for its E~Rate discoHnt ll1l~St ji::ly a pO:1ioll -- as much as XO% -- of 
tht; total cost of tht; discountcd service. 

Myth: 	 People in poor neighborhoods arc pnying more on their phone hills to connect 
rkh private schools thut don't necd suhsidies. 

Rc:tifty: 	 Wrong. First, no one is paying more on thcir phone bills. Second, only two tenths 
of one percent of funds applied for under the crate would go to rich schools. The 
richest of all private schools, those with endowments of$50 million or more, do not 
qualify for the cratc. 

Myth: 	 Therc are wuys to uecomplish the SaDIe goal of wir!~g schools through thc 
rej!ular Congressional appropriations process. . 

H:cuJity: 	 Although there have been several propos.lis put fOfv,'ard, tbere am not pro"posals that 
have a rcal funding proposals .. ". 

IlA£:KGROUNII: 

Access to Ihc t}3sic tools Oflhc infomlmio[) :lISe is no longer >1 luxury for our children. It is 
a mx:t!ss!ty. 

Today communications and inftllmalioll technology arc transforming our cl.:onomy and our 
sodcty, changing the way we II\'c, t!,e way we \vork and Ihe Wily we rdate 10 one anothcr. 
In I'ecent years, infonn:.ltion technology has been n;sp0Jl.sihk: f(x mo:c than onc~qu3:ler of 
rcal economic growlh, Jobs in informatioll technology pay ~ignincanlly more than non~ 
technology jobs, By the year 2000, 60% of' HII jobs will require thc tl.!chuology skills thai 
only a fraction of Amt:rlcans now have. 

That's why the Prcsidt:nt and Vic!; Pn;sidellt llaV~ workt:d so hard III ~l1ahl:.; all oj" our SdlOoJ.s 
and lihraries 1\1 h<lvc am),dabic m::ecsS 10 tcleCOl1lJIlUnicali{)[1s and in!<mnation technology, 
The E~Ralt.: program gives en:cial discounts to sd1Oo[s Hnd lihr;!ril:s, with the steepest 
LiisCOlints guing In the !1t:cdie,<;t com:llimi!id: ThnHIglf this tail(Jr~d program, 'the 
A..,fmlnistral:on is commitfed tn' helping I.:I1SI1n;' thaI all ;;;bi,ldn:n--fwgtlrdkss or riice, ilicnmc 
or gcogHlphy«·call have an equal challc~ to leani and ,..;uCt.>•.:.:(L . 

. Without such ·help. technology is yc: one more hurdh: for plIO!" ;tIld ;:,ural c(IJHI1lUnitlcs 
struggling lO keep up witil richer ones. Aln';;ldy, America is sl:arp;y dlvidcd hctween those 
with aect:;:;s It! computers and thl.! Inh.:md and li;nsc witbml iL Only I~'% 01" clas:;,,){)llls ill 
schvo:s with u high percentage uf minori!~ students. am COIlHL'Ctcd to th0 Internet, compar:.:d 
.witli 27%, \,f classrooms'ovewll, ,'.. , 

... '. 



Key I~lcments of the F..-Rate include: 
• 	 The E·Ralc provides discOunts annually for public and private K-12 schools and libraries. 
• 	 All commerci~j!ly available tclccomnn:nic:liiol1s services nre eligible for discounts. 
• 	 internet a<.:ccss for schools ,lilt! libraries L~ subject to the discounts. 
• 	 Internal wiring or networking is included and subject to discounts. 
• 	 Computer:;, software, teacher tmining arc not covered by the E~n:tle but by other adminislnltioll : 

programs. 
• 	 Discounts mngillg fmm20%--to--90% on a sliding-s<:ale formula. The !evel ofdiscollnts for 

schools alC dc!cH::ined by a cOll1billa!iOll of two factors.· perccntage ofs(udellts c-ligibk: (i,r 
Free or Hcducetl Priced LU:lcl! tlIH1 geographic locution. 

• 	 The average dis(:{)uut will be about 60% and one-third oral! schools wil! receive Jiscounls of 
80%--to--90%. 



Till< E-H,\TE: WII,\T'S AT STAKE 

"1 S(!y Il'C CWlfWI {~!ford !W! /0 han: an c~ra[(: TlwIIswu1s 1/luJO! schools (llfd libraru.:s 
Hm! nwoll!('ulih ceJllers ure ill dcsJ1crafc lIeed njdiscoumx, Ifwe reo/zl' hdiel'(yi ,iw{ 
we all belong il/lhe h~form(l(i()u Age. theil, af {his Jlfflli,IllUmcw f!fpro,\pcrify, we r.t111'( 

le(ll'(; anyonc hehiud ill the dark," 

• 	 In 1996. a~ part of the TclecomllHlIlica~i()ns ACL the Congress recognized the importance 
of connecting sellouts. iihratics. and nlral health centers to the lnlernct and other 
1C1;:\»nm:tlJ1ica!itH~s ~:':I\:I('::'::S_ This hullds on ;111 ide;) 111al is llwn.' lhan (l!) ye:1J'S o!d ~~ :l!c 
ldt;d th:\t :111 Amc:rican.s should lim'0 :dYi,rdabk: phone servil:l', 

• 	 The FCC implemented the Act by working with 1\ biparlisan group of ;;.iatl.-~ 
Iclecoinnullliea!ions officials to create a system of discounts ~- an "c-mLc" -- ranging 
from 20 perccllt for wcalihy schools and libraries 10 90 percent for tho: ponn.:st srhoob 
.md Iibraries that need il most 

• 	 These dlscoun:s arc absolt::cly L'ssL'll!ial to >J1;$un.: (hat all of nul' children have an 
npportl!!lil)' Lo p:.u1icipale in the I:!forr:lation Age" CUlIen!ly. only 27 percent of 
classrooms are connected [0 the Internet. Sinul;)!'ly, poor schools arc more than 2 Ije limes 
less ~ikcJy to have I:llemci accL'SS in classrooms than wcallhy ::ichools (14 percellt of 
claSSlOOllls \'5. ;\(; percen!). 

.. 	 Our cluldrcll need high-tech skills to compete !(II' th,:: I:igl>w:t,t;(; ;ohs th:lt (lUt (:COl1011lY is 
crc<!llog in record numhers. In 1996, inl(-'nmHio!ll.-cchnology workers rCCcl\'cd an 

a\'CClgC anllunl wage ofS46.000· compared to J priv,uc scclor 3vcr:lgc orS28.000. 

• 	 Numerous s:lIJi..::s have shown Ill;l! tcdmo!ogy in the classroom is dkclivc. For 
example. a report hy th~ RAND Corpnrution concluded "Numerous stadit:s ora widl.; 
V~lriC:y ofspecifk applications technology show lmprovcmcn:s in student Jlerformance. 
student 111ot:V:Ilion, teacher satisfaction. and other important cduc:llional 01lIco:nc5," 

• 	 Aln::ady:ow.r 31),000 applications from schools and libraries have h\:'..:I: l1!o:tL Schools 
and lihlan~:3 h:l\'t; .It;vclop('J 1..:C:mo·tlgy plans. rais~ti m:llt.:hinh rUlld~, ;qld COl.lnil..'d OIl 
these discounts j()J" their l~udgcLS. To delay or elil)~ina:c llic.prugram wnul~1 !'G 
l!nC()I1:'1cinnab Ic. 

• 	 .Tn sllgg'ckl Ill;\! America canno! :lfloni these discounls is lIbsurd Aln::lt;lv·. lOllg-ilistanr;c 
cl.ll~;p;mics ha\'c bGnditcd rrmll rcdilclions Itl acC\.:ss diargcs (the (t:,.':> !h~Y.;l'lY l.oc;l1 
lI:!..:plklllC cnnlpnnit::-;!O ht~.gill and end phone: c~l1!sl !;HI ·,,:xc~t'd !:w fL 1,li:}g 1\:qUlfCd for 
the G-l;;l:.;, I:;v,,;n lj'phnl1e comp,mit's In:;I;:I(,;;1 1)11 n':\;d\<.:ri:lg the ';<1S', :1' :lllin::'"a; c:ciyicc --, 

t~l!s'c{'plJ bt' dUlIe for Jess thall.a drillar IH':~ mO'lllh/'with'roughly 25 ;':,011,ts lining 10 
Si1l)I)llrt scl:ools, ,Iih:a;'i!.:s. and :-ll!:,! l,l:.;al~.h ct:n~cr,!>. 
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:>;!l~r\~'\,.' the to~ CEO's made last y~ar? 
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Keel) Internet Funding for Schools 

W illl th\; Illkrnd,b~'UHnHlg incrl';\sjt\g;y Hllpun:lIl( itl Cnl1l1I1Cn.:C ~1f1d 
: edocaHon, the Fedcm! CitlVI..!IIHlh.:n! should he fc,luubiing ilS d1~ms l\:) 

help disad"antaged communities gCl on Imc~ InS(c:ld, some]n Congrcss wanl to 
pull the plug Oil <I modest rrogr~ml thai is critical 1'01 thousands or schools and 
lihraries an.,lund the natlotlthat cannm alTord 10 pay :lx lrllcrnd ,1<:1.:'.:55 ,111 their 
own 

The "c-rate" program, ca::atcd by the 1996 TclccomnHlllicatioos Act, providc5 
3ubsidics to poor school .. and libraries \(l pay fOi wiring and Ii.;h.:phonc costs, The 
cost or compolcrs, sortware and teacher tlainmg arc not covel ed, 1v!ost of the 
rundmg COllle5 from big IO!lgwdistance cnmpanics that lwsi1cd for pass,:lgt: of the 
:lCt, wI1ich a:J\l\vcd them to pursue new !inc.;; (,fhosincss No\\' l11o;:c (:omp:tcics 
or\.! pre.1sUling Congress and the F..::dcra: Communicat'olls COWIl1'SS;OIl, which 
ndnil:lsicrs the progrnm, :0 i:lIl tIn.: subsidl":;;, 

i\'lon: than JO,O()O Sd100]li LInd librarlcs h:n'c lIpplil.--d t'tn :;iulbidil:" totaling $:':,Q2 
billi(}l~, (w amour\t less tl1;ol lit..:: annual spending Jilllil 01'$2.2.:' billion ~{:! by till: 
FCC $u bl (lldy $625 mi!ii(ltl 11:1:' ilc;;n Ctd!e~llJd ;\If the [1St Iw!foflhc ;.cm. 
Today tilt: F e.C is expected tn decidl..! wlwthcr II' ";\1110..:;':( Sl.:l b;liiull III lhl~ 
second half of lllc year, a'; phlimetL r\ 11)' )\gnifH:ani !'".:d \tel i'~\11 \\',1111\\ iJ..: 
it responsible given the needs of schools and iihrarics, 

The POhlic,d jVGs:t\JI<.! un II\!;: F,C,C. !:a~ heel! ijllen"<.!. with O;ljlOlh.!I':S d::p!oymg 
:>cvc:r;d dill'cl.:lt! :lfglllll:.;O!S, Cnllgl.:~s,(llul (:1;:It.:~ w:nll lh,; c-I;d~: c,lik,:l ;)IlS 

will CHlliC )ol1g-di:-;WJ1l'e (:(:111;);101(,::> to r;;i"c ll1<;11 f:P..,:" 

Tht,: carricfs,lrY.putling a scparate: c~rah: ch:lrge on u:kphulI!..: hills, ;111.' 

threatening to pass the (;051 un 10 consumers, \\·hell in fhct they should he 
ahsofbillg that Cllst ! luuse Spl'akc~ Newt GIngrich I<nys to lhat sllatcgy Iw 
I.lbcli:ig lhe c-Ialc subsidy ,j "t:L";' 

The c-m~c 11r ognlill is .1 public- ()\11 ig;l ;iOll 111,11 Ille C:lll iCl;i aglccd 1(\ and ~H c 
l..:quin-" 10 (m,\IlcL' under thl' \ t)')(, la'\\, hcc:H!sc thcy stand lil Icap ";IHH mous. 
fi;,am;ial b..:rwfl!:" fwm d!'!f'l'l1,\:!atiolj, Acct:ss chillge,; II1a1 ]o'lg-disl:J!H:": 
C(!ll1l';UlI(.'>.: pay (1) !m;"l pholl;: \'yl11p,lI1ie:: have been clII >',gnifH'::II!1!!':ls it dllet:;: 

1\:~l!h O(l!)\.} I 'JC)(l [Hi 'ShotL'! !hi,.! F.ec 'dc;,;,d ... (('YU:l l!i..; pi ilgl;ll1i, 11 h'!I! hr.'_ . 
. dljltl,tdatillg h ,;omp;:ny gllJed al the .L'xpc.l!iil: o(cmlilH(lI)itlt.;S ,:11 PVCI lilt.: 

, '.'. ' .. ' . 
,. ", , . 



, 

TilE WIIITE HOUSE 

Office of tile Press Secretary 
(Monterey) C~llifornill) 

For Jmmediate l~cJcase June 12, 1998 

STATEMENT HV TilE I'R~:SIImNT 


FCC llcdsion on the ":-ratc 


I applaud the decision by the Federal Communications Commission 10 move forward with the 
"e~ratc" -- a critical initiative to connect our schools, libraries, and rural health centers to the 
Inlcmct Although I had urged that the c~rate be fllily funded, J rem~dn cOJl1Juined to the goal of 
ensuring that every child has access to the tools they need to compete in the 21st Cen1Uty. 

.~ 

The c~ratc will help create 0ppoliunily in the Infonnation Age for childrcll and communities all 
over America. Togetber wi:h OIJr Technology LiICracy Challenge Pund;til'C c~ratc wi!l cnSure 
that for the first time in our Nation's history,.a child in the most isolated' inner city or ni"ral town 
will have Decess to th(; same universe ofknowJcdgc as a ;;:ll!J in lhe mos1 afJluclJ! suburb. 
Parents will be able to communicate more frequently with tc~!ehcrs. and keep up with the 
progress of their child 1n school. Our children will he "tcclmologic:dly liwra:c" ~~ and hetter 
preparcd for the high-tech. high~wage jobs our economy is crcHting in record numbers. , 

I call upon all members ofCongress to support the FCC's dccisiolL 1 will s!cadf':1stly oppose any 
efl'l11'l to pulllhc plug on the c~ralc a:)d (Jur childrell's future~· or to thw;lrt the FCC's ability 10 

move forward with this initiative. 

-30-30-30­
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THE WHITE nOUSE 

()fljee urihe Vice I'resident 

For immediate- release: Contact: 
Friday,.lunc 12, 1998 (202) 456-7035 

STATEMENT OF VICE j'RESIUENT GORE 

ON THE E-RATE 

~. 

Later today. the Federal Communications Commission will 'caSC";)-Cflticul vote on the E­
Rate -* deciding whether to give aU our children the tools to succeed in the 21 sl Century, or shut 
the door on the future [hey deserve. I believe the FCC should embrace the E-Ralc program. That 
would be a vote fhr a 2l 5i Century cducatlon, for all ollr chi!drt:n. 

Ofcoursc, even if the FCC supports this critical initiative, we know Ikl! some in 
Cougrcs;'l will ::;till try to end i: ~- iL"> soon as next week, Tlla: 's just wrong. How can we Icad in 
lhe Informatioll Age with alt l:lpproadl to education tlmt's stuck in the Slone age? So 1e1 me be 
clear: we will fight any effort by Congress to end !he r~>Rah.:, It's time!o pUI more 01' OIl!' 

dlildrcll on-lin;.:: ~~ ilnd that means "aking polities orf~lillc, OUf commitrncat to this initimivc will 
not end until we put 21 st Century educational technology in every classroom and !ibmry in 
America. 
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TO; 


RECOMMENDW BY; 


I'IJRPOSE: 

BACKGIHWNIl: 

Jul)'7. iY9X 

RECOMMENDED PHONE CALL 

Representative ,John I)ingcU 

Ron K!oin 
Jim Koh!cnbcrger 

You arc calling John DingcH aboul the E~r~Hc. The goals for the 
call arc to 1) cst..1.bJish II good dialogue wilh Dingell on the G-RUil,.'. 
2) highlight the role that Dingcll hi,s already played In moving the 
FCC to fix the program, and 3) ensure that if :his tUms into ~\ 
partisan fight, that Dingcll doesn't end up In th~ Gingrich cmnp 
(Dingcl! is rumored {O be working on an li>ltatc bill similar 10 Olll,.' 

that Gingrich is ~llpport!ng). 

Over the last several months John Dillgdl has oeen outspoken 
nguinsllhc r>ralc. For instance in Time magazine be said. "Wc' did 
HOI l'OIe to 11m'!! fiw FCC sci Ill) a gitl.'if bureol<croc), headed hJ' 
sumcone poid ax mNch as the President nle era ofKings iii tiw 
L"inmtf'y elided whcn we kicked au! Gcorge lie' The week bcil)f¢ 
you pn:scntcd Jobn Dingdl with an award at Ill", rac;.; f';:lf the cur:.:, 
he Wft1tc h} Hill Kennard calling the program "asinine." Be ::,;J.so 
jOllied the 3 othCl ranking members of the Authorizing committec 
10 calJ fhl Ihe suspcnsion of thc jlrt>grallL 

Dingdrs real issue ls with Bill Kennard, Dillgcll \vtis vcry upset 
ai:xHlt Bill's posilkm nn Frec TV time, Dingt..:ll believes only th~,; 
Congress !la,'! {be authority un Free TV time, Similarly, he hdieves 
that the FCC (H'erslt:ppcd its authority 011 lhl.: E~ralc, 

I hm<l'vl'r. since Dillgdl':> lwrsh COlllll1l'lltS on the: l'-mk. the FCC 
Iws taken a number \Jf stejlS to put the E-rate program on a $\)titl 
footing bdotc a sing!.; die:ll' bas l~en SI~!l1.. . . 
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Till' FCC has rcspolldt'tl to lliut!cU's {'onccrns : 

1) 	 Corporation Status. Dingcll believes that (he FCC. I!: 
creating the Schools and Library Corporation, i,lVcrs!cppcd 
its authority. 

FCC Re.l1Um,\'t!, Bill Kennard has din.:dcd the two 
corporations (School:;: and Libraries. Rural Hcalthcmc) 10 

submit a proposal fo!' conso!idatioll \'lhich he received on 
Thursday of ~ast week, hcnnard 'will act qUickly (1) the 
reorganl:r.,ation plan. 

2) 	 CEO Sala,}', He helieves the CEO's salarv is exorbitant. 

FCC Rcspol1f1C, '!lle FCC has adopted an order to rcehle!; 
the CEO salary ~ even though current saiarics arc in line 
wilh CEO salaries or similar nun-profits. 

3) 	 Inside Widng. He bdkves tha: tile TcJccommunic;uions 
Act never called for inside wiring and hclievcs the FCC 
(n'crstcppcd its mnhurit)' , 

I.'CC Respunse Even though :he Tc!ccommun!c:nlon.!:i ;\Cl 

~ :>pc;;;ificaHy says "classrooms·'. the rcduccd the size of the 

prv!bru:n rrom $2,25 hitiioJl Ihis year to S 1.3 billion by 
cn;;uri:lg tbat the insidc wiring goc.s to only thc pomcs: 

:>dlOOls first. 

TOPICS OF DISCUSSION: Ta!king Poinl!'. Aiwched, 

CONTAC;· PER:iON AND 
TE:,EPHONE NUMBERlS)' {Vlarda I~ohill:lnl. COS, 225~.t071 

1),\'1'[ OF SUBMISSION: July 7, }9<), 

ACTION: 
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ReJl. Dillgell will celebrate his 72lld birthday this Wednesday, July 8. 

lllQ INFQ 

Born: July 8, 1926; Colorado Spring!\, Colo, 

Education: Georgetown U .• B.S. J949. J.D. J952. 


wMilitary Service: Army, 1944 46, 

Occupation: Lawyer. 

Family: Wife) Dehorah Insley; 4 children. 

Religion: Roman Catholic. 

Political Carec:': Wayne Coumy assislaHt prOSCCUi0r, 1953-55. 

Committee As~ignmcnts; Commerce (ranking member) 

Leadership Positions & Pany CommiHee AssignlTlcllIs: Steering Committee, 

1996 Dingell Rc~ElcctiOf~ Vote: 62% 

1996 CIG Vote in District: 44% 
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Talkin!! J·uin(:. 

IUl1ticfsumd you have a birthday t(}morrow~~ I lapp}' Birthday" 

I'm caHillg to Cilcck i:l with you 011 the c~ratt:. So m;my things are hupp011ing thai I wan! 
to make sure that you find I have a continuing dialogue on the issue. 

I know ;.'Ol! ;i;cn'1 a f"m of tile way l;lC FCC has administered the [-rate prrlgmm. BlH I 
W<l!l~ to eHsure that tbL" program moves hmvard. 

You've had a big imp.act on the issue. Since you wrtHc to the FCC and ask th;:t the 
program Ix: suspended, (he FCC h<l.s finally responded by putting !h<: l:-m~~ Oil <! sol id 
footing before a single dime bas gone to a single schooL 

More spccificaJ!y, the FCC has: 

./ reduced the CEO's salm)' 

.; s;onsolidatcd the corporations that oversee thl..! program 

./ limited the inside wirinl;; to cover only the poorest schools 

./ made clear that DO money will be speot on services not covered by lhe (>nHC by 
ordering an independent audit of applications 10 ensure that only eligible s~rv;ces 
are funded (some have suggested that carpeting, painting, and drywall '.\'CHlld he 
covcn.:d) 

./ 

./ 
reduced the Drngra'~1 size ff()n~ $2.25 bi!lion a year to $1.3 bilH(J!l a yc,l[' 
in return AT&T dccid~d In eliminate. their 5%, charge on the bit!, rcpb..;c,: it with ,I 
9} (;elH charge ~~ of which O!1Jv 19 cents is for schQuls ;m.(L!ibxaries. 

Taken t()gdh~r, 1think lh.::sc wmprchens:ive reforms <tJlow llS 10 take tht:s¢ other 
manago:!tllL"lH issues off the table so We can gel to the real denate here ~~ wht:ther or llot 

we will give all of our children the lools they need to compete in the 21 st Century. 

The dcbalc is :;.hapi:lg up, w~lh ~~\vt G:ngrich leading the charge in ;hc Ilousc It) roll 
hack the E-rate. I-k is propo!-iing using an existing excise lax on phone bills to pay lor a 
Ih!W pmgr.ntl m <1 difTerent agency. Tl'.tll all soundli good, But in the end, hi:; prnpm;aj 
Icad~ to \\'/0 separalc charges 011 phone hill;;, OI!C it)!' Universal Service and a scc<Jml fo:' 
the redin.:cted .excise {ax. He has (0 come l!p with $25 billion in offsets -~ ;t task lhat you 
.md I know is difficult" if not impossible. Its. no~ a real sohliiUli that could tc;JU to tht, 
30,(100 schools that have applied for the e-ratc holding the hag. 

J fccllike the FCC has listened 10 vou and wkcn these issues off tilt' i;\hle, Now IliM. .' 

Gillgrich has laid down {Ile g,aunt!c: J hdic\'c that this is a wimmhk issue for us, Do yO\1 

agree? 



. 
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July 13, Ii):.lS 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE VICE PRESIDENT 

mOM. . 

SUIlJECT: E·RATE IlI'IlATE ' 

Ovt!r the lil5! severa! ll1o:1ths, we have ~l:t:cC:'isr\l!h' SHl\'t:d nff efforls bv ;:nmc mc:nbCf:i. , 

or Congress 10 (kral! YOl;r .::fforlln conBect schools and lihn\rics to the Internet through the E~ 
mtc. These members ,took Ud.."lr.tagc ofille decision hy long dist:u:cc cnmpan:cs [.1 include n~\\' 
Universal Service Charges on their phone bill.) (of which only a portion <l1\; 3HrikJ1ab!c to the 
new E-Ratc), 11) atiack the program. 

The FCC h~ls taken steps rcn.:ntJ)' !Otakc a number or issues orrlhc lahh.' that h<J\'c gol:;,,::) 
in the way ofh~!\'ing a rcal debate over the ll11'nts OfCOlltlCCling children Ii.; lht: Internet. 

SI!.r{·ificalb:jJu.'- FCC hlts: 
./ reduced the CEQ's salary 
./ consolidated Ihe corporations tiKlt overSee the program 

. .! I imitcd the in::;ide wiring to c<}VCr onij' the pooreSt SChOll Is 
,/ 	 madc denr that no lHQllCV will he snen! on serviccs nOL~Qvcr'-'d b\' the c~ra[e by 

onkrmg an indcpendent audit of:ipnhculioJ\s to ensur<.' {ilal only digihk servlet:s 
arc funded (some l1a\'<.' suggested dltH !;lHpl.!ting, paimiJ:g, :lnd drywall would bl..! 
c;\vcn:d) 

,/ lcth:ced 1.1:1.: ph'iincn size from $2.25 billion <I year to $ i..3 billion a )'I..!ar 
.I in n:ler:l :\'1'&'1' decided to ~ljl11it\:l!e lltdr 5%) charge (111 th ..... bil!, replace il Wilh:l 

9:; >:.:nt charg-: .,. of which llillv 10 ccnls i:-: for sO;:;.h()ol;:;..!J.mllihra,ics. 

CougnssiollalRcSI)()IlSC: 
These rdorms, taken fogclhcr, ba\'<.O helped U$ h' slow ef!;)f1s to stup the pmgmm thrn\lgh 

1))(,' uppn)pr::lli{lI:S process. ;..Imv for :1l:ilaneC, Ncwt Gillgrkh, who lwd said Ih:: w:mi.... d !n ,,,lop 
Ibe p:ogram el~tlrdy. is Ill'W pmpusing tn usc all e:-..is:ing L'xcisc 11IX n,) phon..: b:i!s to pay fur H 
new $2.25 billion prngrmn at n different agc!lr:y. Whi!;.; his PfllPO}>;l! bas ;,011,(.' prnhlcms.'the f;IC\ 

that he IS oHcriug an altemative could be read ;1;' a sign lhauhc (kbm...:: has starled In turn, 
,Nonetheless, we tace a numbt:r of short term ~on£rcssi(lnal hurdles oll,tlll.! E~rate Jncn~ioned 
helow, . , 

Time lint· ~n(Il~.fur·wal'd: 
Empowct'!1I(,llt ZI)IH~ <;"l1Jen'llrc~ 7115. Yhls j",'tiK: day that :hc H!:os(.' is likdY'lo Gilhe;' 
(kfu'nd the E~Rak through :lppn.lpJ-ia.io:ls. \ir leplaee 11 w;lh an ahematin:. UnkSi Illc 

allernati \'c is \\'orttabk and rull y-I'ulldcd' (lhis l:> highly unli~dy): )'nu lI;jy~_l!,;\.: 
llPP(lJ1U[l1tV III Stl1,H,H;.fy criliciyc. this lJ!)(,:ollliHlUll~.t~S.j;;1!J!ic'r.ill illL: II,{\' dUl:ing ';"on: 'E~, 

, .::illeccb: 

http:Stl1,H,H;.fy


NAA<;J~ Cnnvcntioll, 711 6. Following dh~ 7115 HUll:;'; action, this is Ihe day lhe Senate 
C{)ll::ncfcc Committee is expected 10 hear tt:stimony from GAO and atttick the E~lbte as 

a hoo!1doggle which Jl~lyS for carpets, etc. QnJhi}> daX...Sou have the QHJ'!$lmmhy to 
slronuJy push btlck 0.1 the E~R;W;'$ GOP critics Uh~)' an~ Irving to block Ollr effOrl!i tQ 
.wirp all c1a;.;smoms, dose the digital di\'idc~" 

Mid- to la(c-Stllnmtl;' We wiU work during this period to reach out 10 regional press 
und editorial vvritcrs. and aiso tn.l0!.ijll edHCa~io[)al and advocacy group!', 10 inllucncc 
grass!'(li,1s ,Ipiniol), 

full'l:, St'pttmhcr, (mJhc rm~.!.t Assl:ming. we win the \cgisl;ltlVC fig!:" in late 
')cptcmhcr you and tbc President can push a button 10 electronically notify the 30,000 
wlnne!$ across tbt: country who will receive $1.9 billion \0 connect school$ and lihraries 
10 the Internet We !Y.QuJ.dJhen recomme!ld that as >'QU travel around tbe cotmtrv, yQU 

visit st;vcUlI Qflhcsc schools on a hack-tn-school E~K~[e tQur -- to claim viclory for the E­
Ral~..;lnd our (lvcrajl intliul!\'c. and cast it ill educational tcnlJii. 

\Vh:1c lllW.;1! ha~ :)1;(.;1) acc;lInpli:';!II.:d. til!.'rc is still 111o;.:h to do. \';.,IC h;l\'t: ~m :ntl:r-agcllcy 
work:ng group specilically 0:1 lhe E-Rate which i:-: w\)rking closely w:lh [11..; 1-1111, the Dept or 
Education, the Cthlcatbl: :ll1d ad\'ocilcy grollp:> (ihcy lwvc form a coalition calkd EdLi:)c just 10 

St;ppor: tht: E-ratt:), and lllc pr;~'a:c :;ccto: Who understands {be benefits 01 an o.:dueatcd work 
forco.:, to get 0111 tht: tr:c,>g'!gc. -Together they have bdpcd build stronger congn.:ssional support 
(!::;7 Housl.! memhers 11,I\'C sigllcd onll) ICU':fS Sup;Jorting Ihe E-ratc), helped 1\) go.:m:ratc a 
collectton of positivc editorials m:ross the {'ountry, launched a web sito.; to "Save the E-Rale" 
which has genera1ed 10.:11S of thousands or e-maii:-, aad fostered siwng g.rassrools suppnrL 

A:lw:bo.:d is a ;HllHIl,:ll'Y li:-'ling orall drIll"; n<:ii,;(l t!1~111\:ts U,k:":ll P;;~I:C ill the las! c>u;-dc 0,· 
11l!1!1llis on lbl' [~I\a>_:" 

'" . 
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SCI\;Ih.' 

Press Cnnfcrc:lteS, 
KCfllledy/Ri:cy!Sno\\'e!K crry IU! UnlC1Hll\i;rI!{ ush ])reBS C{)ll J"i..!I'-:ncc {(.!5NX) 

L.~H~IS: 
Kennedy Ieuer to FCC with signatures frolll 34 democratic Memhers (6ilOi9};) 

Kcnncdy-Santorum [ettcr to the editor (unpublished) (6/5/9~) 


Kcrrcy letter to Kenllard ((>/4/9&) 

Dorgan-Dasch!c inquiry \(> Kennard {(i/lN::!) 


Bricfin~s: 
Kcnncdy/RiJeylSnH\\'dKerry brieling fOf ED Groups (6!519l\} 

Flonr SI;!tC!l1C:llS: 

Mils-::ky-Brau: l:-l~ak·' (6lJ IN/{) 

Daschlc "Saving tile ::-Rale" (6/l0l9X) 

DOCUllleals: 
Hwnpen:/Rockdi:lkr di;;trihoh.' slah:-hY-Slale dt'cc3s/applicanr dnl;l (,luly I99R) 
!\nckdl":lle;' Backgnnllld 1'ade\ ('(.II ;';Nl{) 

i (nust: 

Bill,,: 
IUt .:10: X(BhH1lCCatiCr Hil!:1 -- ';'rulh-in-lJilling; 23 (Xh'lpOnSOrs (Gil ,)/9~) 
H.R. 4032 (Scn."icllbn.!lllh..:r Bill} -- repeals Sehools and Libraries progrntll 
I-Llt 40G5 (Sc<lrbn:ough B;!I) -- SllSrx:llcb nmtributions to Ihe USF for ~chooJ;; ami 
Lihrarks. prohibits telecoms from placing line items on phqnt: hUh,. docs not require 
disco\,lJlkd [tHe;; for schools and librarit:s. and allnws aln:ady collected funds to he 
dislrilmted: 22 co·spnnS(lrs (OIl XII)S) 
H.R. 40<)(; (GeKas Hill)·- TaxpaYf:r's Ddcnsc Ad: B:m':dL',lcral agcncit:s i"lom ~:.;Hi!ig or 
inCl'ctlsing any 1:\;.;· 

.. Tmlzin Proposed Lcgislation: Eliminates tht: t.:Jnivcrsai ScrvIce Fund for School:; 

and·l ....it?rartcs. lln~ CUlS nn existing c~cisc ta;.; .in half 

and us\:s [0 remainder 10 P;}y. for the E-Ratc which 
would he nlll hy Ih\.:. DcpartmclIl ofE,dm:<1lioll. 

!.eth;r;:: 
'.' J ) ingt:J ~ }.1':I~r In K'elm:l1 {'i {(if'l//IX) 



llG.~s Rcka;:a.;&!CQnfcr~llecs: 

Rush, Gutticrcz, Chvl.!!l:O:. Lnfg:"cn. Pascrd Pn:ss COllfcr ....~ncc «(liZ<l) 

Rush Media Advisory (6!23!9g) 

llispanic and Black Caucus Press Confen:nclC with S~Ctdary Rikyltvh:fllhcrs (6/1 ONX) 

Reyes Pn:ss Release (6il 0/9&) 

Blumenaucr Media Advisory (6IS!9!\) 

Blumcnauer Press Releasc (S/8/9!\) 


lkar C;plkagu0IA.:1!9r:; (represents J37 !v1cn:bcrs): 

Lofgren Dear Colleague on San Jose Mercury Editorial (7lJ/9H) 

M'lloncy Dear Colleague (6/22/98) 

Blumcnauer Dear Colleague re: Cion: Tax (()JI8/9S) 

Olltierrez Denr Colleague on fvlo!!y Ivins editorial (6/17/98) 

DcLauro, Blumenauerl Lofgren Dear Colleaguc (61l7/9&) 

Blumenallcr DeDr Colleague re: 1:01d on the E~I\at0 (6/l6J9!\) 

B!utncnauer DcaI' COlk;!g:tc rc: POs.! Edl:nrial on E-I{:lk (6!12!l)~) 


Bllllllenaucr (G/I1/9S) 

Blllfllcnau-.:r Dear Colleague TC: Truth in Billing Legislation (6110198) 

Dooley; Lofgren kllt.:r 10 Kco;lard w! 72 signatures ((iNN)/..) 

Baldacci Dc;!!' ColleagtK (6/gNX) 

Hush (6!5!9~) 


Blume-nauer 1).:;\1 C(llk-aglle re: Pl1ml::: colllp:my SurdWlg,;S (614i~X) 


Faff Dca; Colk:<lgw.: (5/22/9X) 

Baldacci De:u' Coileague (5/2 J/9:-:) 

L~lunH:mlll~r I)ear Colkaguc !o.;: District Work P:::nod (S/2INX) 

BIOllH::wlIel' i){;ar Colkaguc rc: "Don't Pull the Ph;~:: /d (5/12/');';) 

Blumcnm:er Dear Colleague n:: 30.000 E~Ralc ApplicalioJts (5H;i~X) 


Blumcnaucr Lcttt:r ;:;igncd hy 102 Mcml'X!rs to i<cnl1<m\ (3/27/9X) 


lir.i~fings/Mcct iUgli:: 

Rush hosts StrHlegy iv1ee!ing (0/23I9H) 

I): ull1cn:lllcrlFCC/[d u,.;:!t i,m/Educaliull gWt.;lS ~t: ~lh!gy ses:.;inn (011 X/:)X) 

tvketing in third Congressional district, On:gon on E-!{;!te (5/27/9,;{) 

Memher.. lIle~:ing I discussion with groups Oil !:>Ra!e (5121 /9!-;) 

Blumcnaw:r Starr Bric:!ng ~ DisCt:ss!o!1 \V,ill, lIce .:md Ed llll I~~I{aIC' (S!2(jj')X'j 


; floor Stntclllcnts; . 
Blum~naller "Br!liging ourttllh.:ation $yslcm inlo the 2 i ".I,CentufY" (6/! 6!9H) 
Owensc"l'wtt:c( the E~R'~I<? 1(.1f America';; ~hildrcn" (~;116I9g) 

-Blulllcnmu.:r "E~J~:ltcrrrU1h in Billing" «()/W~JXl 


}Humen:u.ll..:r "Th;.: 11ll1),irtance urlhe- Ewj{ale" (615/'}f:.) 


Y'I!\I '"E·IZall· ,\!;d illr()fl1l:,:I(lll To..:":!ll1nlngy" ({r!:'iNX) 

Blulllc'n:l\l..:r 'TI.lc E-!{;;Ie" (}( 1219)\) . 

", ... 

http:Humen:u.ll


Lcllcrs: 
Rush lettcr to President w/65 signatures (6/5/9S) 
Delegates 1cllcr to Chairman Kennard (5/22/9X) 

.upcoming: 

7115: Congressman Rush is cilordinating with Congressman ])eLallnl to have ()IIC-Illinlltcs 
dedicated to the [-IZak~ 

7115: HOllse Committee Oil Appropriations iv\ark-Up 
7115: E-Rolc Lobby Dol' 
7/16: Senate COlllllleree COJllIll illee Hcaring on GAO Report 
7/16: Roll Call Technology Illsert (1~luIlH;nauer is writing all artic\(: for the Insert) 
7/20: Congrcssman Rush is proposing an E-Rate Week with a variety ofcvcnts that may 

include rallies, press conferences. school visits. 
July: Nctscapc Homc Page being dedicated to [-Ratc (with Lofgren edit:)rial) 

EI)lJCATI()i'\ 

Briefing::!: . 

E])/OVP/N[C briding for lJ) gruups (l\'SI\A. i\1~A, NI~i\ and othcrs) (6/25I9X) 

ED/DOC/USDA/N ECIO VI)/I ~ I\.IJllen~i\.ler/R{)d.:efelleriKenncdy /Daschle E-Rate t\"\ essagc IIIceti ng 

(6124198) 

ED briefing fur civil rights CTI'OUPS (/\FL-C10, NCLIC 1\.\/\ LDF, LUL/\C. ;\/\U \V. NCSL. 


AALDF. ASPIRA. N/\HE, NAACP) ((}/2'lN,s) 
EUlBlull1enalll.:r hriers SkaggS/])iXOll starr ((,I22NX) 
ED/FCC/RockdCllcr briefs I~umpers. Lautenhcrg. i\.'1 ikulski (G/ 19/%) 
ED briefs Assistant Secretary 1\·loreno and S:lrita Brown in preparation for particlpatioll at the 

Hispanic Elected Oflicials Confcrclicc in H(l\lS\tlJ) ((ill X/<)X) 
ED briefs ED groups (Gil X) 
ED/FCC briefs House Education democrats ((}/15/9X) 
1~1) briefs 1·lispaniclMayoral/(;\)v..:rn(lr Il.;ad..:rship ((l/XNX) 
ED briefs EDLINC «(inNX) 

Documents: 
I denti ficatioll of cI ips d iscussi ng' 1.;(\ llcat i( lIlal/hudget:iry impact on. reduced/cl i mated E- Rato.: 

discounts (7/7/9S) .. 
COl\llllunity Updatt: Artick Oil I.:-Ratl: and.Equity {I.;irc. 25(),{)OO+) (7/9X) 
L:D letlcr to GAO dispulillg ahility of-ED t(ll.;rficil:lItly illlpknlcnt the E--Ratt: disc'()ull~S «(1/22) 

Sl.;crl.;tary Riky's kill'!". It) the I:dilor «()/15I9X) 

Sccrt:lary ]{ilCy'~: statclllciit Oil thc' FCC vu1..: ((l/12/()S) 

~I~lt~ ttl. E(iit~)rs ·distnhllte(!"nati.()[lwide ill Pll.;p:1I:iitiI11l jill" I:(;C vIlte «(}I II /9.X) 

Sec~ctary Riley's' Rcnwrks fur the I~~]{ale Press COlllel"cnce (0/1 OI9X) 


' ..... . 
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Riky kacr {o GAO h:fwing the nvail,tbUi!y 0($\ U],111\on filf Idc«lmmll!l:ca:i(l:l,S acr~)s:-; Ill>.': 

federal gnV\:rnnlclH (Gil U/9H) 

FCC Hearing Summary (61l0/98) 

lnS1J1lction Sheet on Searching the SLC applicant databas..: (6/J 0/9/..:) 

EdlH.:mion 2-pagc Fact :-lhcct (619/98) 
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Till, \\'1 liTE IIOUSE 

For lUllllcdillh: Hdcasc: Con' act: 
T\Il'.~d;ty, .lilly 2N, 199}j (202) 456-7035 

STATEMENT III' VICE I'IU(SIllENT COIn: 

(Ii' IlEI'''lnM~~NT OF COMMEllO: REI'OIlT AIlOlJT 


TIlE (;IW\\,INC III(;ITAL III VillE 


Thre:.: months ago, I -':,\:!l'd 01: '~he Dcp.:lrtm~n\ or Commerce to t..:onduct a Ihnro;Jgh 
analysis nf fntcml.'\ wld COI!lpU1Cr usage in America. Today. COIllI11CrCl.' Secretary Daley released 
:1 rcporl ;lilt!:;::;;... In.'ntis ~* Hnd the l1ndin£s ,lfC trouhling. 

Till.: dmn shows tliat. .{!thuugh Ill~H)y more Amc:"iean." no\\' (lW;l comput..;;rs. minonti..:s Hnd 
lo\\'-illt,:nl~l!.: hou;:;dlOlds :m.' still ftlt less likely 10 hm'l.' l~rslll1al C0lHplaCn; or on-Hul..: access to 
ib... :1'::;';;11<:\ I!wn wbih: 0; !1ln"\.' nfll\I('l\l hnuscholds. And C\',,;;) jl)n'\: alnrn;lIl!.!, :{lduv's sllld\' 

- < ­

n:\'cab thallhis "digitaJ divide" hetween households or din:':rcl1! l",H':":;; and :m;o;ne !!.:vds is 
gn)\\'l11g, 

The~,,' l)Etiings ~1:l(L.::·sC\lr,"' \]);; ,!b~(:>~ute fleecs,il), (or progn1ll1~" such as the Ew!{a;(', lila! 

reach OUI lo communitil's lhm otlH::\\'15...·lncK ch.;('tronic n:SOilfCt:S. Umkr lht: E-Ratc, scbools and 
Ill1raries n.:cclvo:: discounts ()f 20 :090 pen.:cnt on tdcconm:ulllcatlnlls services, imernai 
CIltlIlCc:tiullS, ;I\ld Itw:rncl ;~c;,;es:-; -- w\,I: t:u: OI,;CPCS! di~c(),dlltS going to lhe pOOJest urhan ami 
fural !.;chouls, 

111 slw!'l. tllc E-Rall,' pr\lgr<i1ll will c:)able ali of m;r chilt:n:111111111nc {hc 6chcs of dUl 

e\:::c',)l1i(; n:smm.:e,:, giving lill.:f1l the skills they need ,;) 1.:0:11pl.:1:: in 0111' incfcasillg!y higil-h.:ch 
e~nnoHly . 

rlt'; E-R:n;: i, \Jilt: :'1' ('ul' illUSt pO\\,l:l'ful jDols to bridge LIl~ tligit<d divide ht.::.:,n:st' Il t.:all 
bdp llS enSlirc l1ul. for Lht: (irsl lime in our nation'S history, a child ill the most isuJah:d inner 
cilY or m:':!l !1lwn wi!~ havl' :Iet.:ess ~() Ihe sanie universe of knowlcdg\.: ,is II child in th~ HUlSt 
'affluent suhurh. 

Now is the time to hl'idgc the digiud divide, prc\'cllI tllost,.' who Cil.n' qcm.:fil 'the. mo'st 

fnHn falling ,thlOlIgh the m:l, :lnd mov.,; fnr""<'iJnI \Vilh II:e E-Rale So Hun .'Ii! o:ur children have 

aC1":"::S~ III tb.: tools the\' m.:t:d :0 :-lH':Cl:cd in the '2 J s( ct.:ct'Jry, ;\':';;3Irdle% or nux, ;ncomt.: , Of 

I~k,n. .' .. - ... 

111111 

, ­



Forum 011 21 st Century, Schools 
HiQ CDOlpu!!.::r /\s;;cmbly PlatH and Teadll!f Training Facility 
:2:30~ 3:45 pm, FridayO.:-tobcr<)lh, 1<)f)8 

Briefing pf'cpan'd hy .lim I(ohlt'nht'rgcr 

EVENT 
You arc leading discllssion on Teacher Tmimng HI T..:chnotogy at the HiQ Computer Assembly 
Pla:H and Teacher Trai:)ing Facility and highlight Boston as ~m cxamph; in b. inging technology 
in the classfOon: fcr the rcst of the country'" 

This event allows you !o highlight: 
f) how Boston has responded to your challenge 10 connect classrooms. to lhc InlcOlet by 
the yeHr 2000 by becoming among the first of the large urban school systems in the 
country to he completely wired, networked and connected to the Internet. 
2) the importance of tcacher training in computer learning using the HiQ facility os an 
example of how Boston is helping train teachers. 
3} how W0 il1clud.:u money in our budget In mnk\.': sur\: thut teachers tirc trained to \1~0 
h:chnology :lnd challenging Congress to act Oil that request and enStlfc that tetlchcr~ 
across th.: cOHlllr), can us~ tedu\Ology in the classroom as easily as they usc the 
chalkbaonl tod<l)'. 

LOGISTICS (As ()fthis writing, $ubj!.:ct to change) 

~ on:'stage HlUlOunccmcnt of the Vice Pl"Csidcnt, accompanied by Mayor M':llilH.' 

TIl(' ViC(~ Prc... idcnt makes rcma:-ks 

• The Vice President opens and moderates (he Issues Forum 

• The Vice I"resident closes thc l.sg~leS FO:1.!lll and departs 

YOUR ROLEICQNTRIIIUTION 

~ This is;;m 'opportl:nity to r~cogn"ize the \vork that Mayor Menino and the city or 
Boston have done to wire the nations's classrooms, to highlight the Importance of· 
".lc.acher.t~cii~mg to the ~ucccss'ofhringing"technology into tl~c classr~m, ' , . 
Additionally, you are calling on Congress to fwid o"ur teacher tcc:~mology truining 
request a'nd give teachers acrosss'the country the, kind of teacher training thnt they 
arc,geUing here"iit HiQ. " 

"~ . . . 



PROGRAM NOTES 

Boston n.'spond{!d to your clUllJt~n~l' 10 COl1l1l'cl CJas.'i,'oolHs to the lulcrnct, Alter 

you laid ou! your chalh;l1gt: for governments, pal(.:nts, unions. teachers, and the private 
sector io ll'.'::P b your visino 10 connect every dassrooJl1 to the Internet by the year 2000, 
Mayor ~'knino ~mswcrd yuur chalk:ngc and has helped to make Boston one oflhc first 
large wban schools districts to hc networked to th(~ Internet. Tbis: month, all 12X schon!:.; 
willlmvc a network with at I(.!ast 90 'Computer coencc.tions to the network and higb~spced 
access ('1'-1 frame relay lines) tu the imcmcL 

• 	 Boston BuHt Upon Administration InHh_(j\,f,~s (hat you Illunchcd. Mayor Menino 
built on several of the federal programs and public private initiatives we launched, For 
instance, Boston has received more than $6 million in grants from two federal educational 
technology initiatives that you first launched; Massachusett<;; has held 3 successful 
Netdays including 900 schools; the HiQ Twining facility is putting together computers 
for the BClston schools hased on 9,000 Imel motherboards donated as a result of your 
Corporate Commission on Educational Technology, and they will probably receive $40 
million rrolH the IS-Rute, This is 11 great example ofhow every RCC~or Cfil1l\~ together to 
answer your challenge, 

This Vear \Vc Made Tcnchcr Truiniui! nn (mrHlrtant Componcnt of Our Budget. 
That is why, in this years budge!, we made 4! new cOITlmllmcnt to teacher {raining to 

ensure th~t t!ll new tc~chef$ elltering thc workforce can use technology cfrcc~ivcl); in lIl;: 
classroom and that there is tit le,lst onc teacher who can serve as a technology expert in 
every sch001 to bc:p other te~chcrs. Part of Ihat effort included a new $75 million 
tcc!mology teacher training efTort in our bl!(lgej, 

New Rc:.;(~al'ch Shows the hUI)Ol'l:mCf: of Tl.'adu:r Tnlining. A new Shldy released iI.l 
just the last few weeks reinforce$ wlmt VIC knew oil ~long -- that teacher training 
combined \-vith educutiomtl h.:choology en;l help student ICJrning. The swdy showed that 
in the 8th grade, students thut used computers for "higher-order" skills (simulation of 
n.:al·world experiences, applications) scored higher by tWQ-fifths ofa grade level. 
Students who didn't hnvi! wc:lltraincd teachers were more likely to usc tcclmoJogy lor 
drill ;md pr:lctic0 which docs not lend {O bt:ticr scores. 

At HiQ Tc,achcrs Arc Gctt!ng TI':linlllcd, lind Computers Built for Hostonts Schools. 
In Boston they havc'known all along whnt Congress has ignored and what rcccnldat<i 

'SUPPOJ1S -~ that teacher tni.ining·js:critic.al'to computer learning. The HiQ computer' 
assembly and teacher training facility that you will sec is a great example oChow Boston 

'and a private ~cctor comrritmcnt have come togethc'r to make sure thnt·Boston tcachers 
h~vc ,~hc skiliJi they need to m~c the 1110~t of computers in the classrooms. 'I:-JiQ is a loe~l 
.computer manufacturer who is building computers fo;r the 1)05ton schools (and others); 
mo.vcd to the Empowerment Zone in 13oslon; i~ donating $1 million worth of teacher 
training and troubleshooting assistance for tcachcr$;·and hiring EZ residents. HiQ.is a 

,great example ofco~pora(e ~Gspm)sjbility in teacher training, b~t we can't.expccUhc 



pnVtlh': sector 10 (I-: Ill:: sail:"': i" !.!\'~:')' r...:ginJ~ of Ihi.!' country, We have h) eli;;IIH': Iihl( HII 

l~ach~rs who have tl'"chno:ogy til Ill...: daSSfOl"Jll have the training thcy need. 

• 	 lJuful'tull:lldy, CUlIgn.~ss ILt." "'Iilcd 1(1 Fund Teacher Training. Unl~)11tmatdy 
t:ongJ'cs:;iollHl aC!iOI! to d:\[(,; on the Departmellt of Education's FY99 appropriations 
\',m:dd slow pro!:',l'ess in. puUhlg eomputcn; in th~ classroum and wOldd d!JllY OUI' nation's 
childn.'n the 0ppof;unity to Jearn it) <I wurld-cbs5 environment and ensure that they have 
the tools to COlltpetc in tbe 2ist Cemury. Tlu; bill denies funding to 400 school districts 
to provide students and teachers with access 10 computers, training, and the latest 
cdpcalional soflware and telecommunications technology (0 improve tcaching and 
kamil:g in lhe co:\! subject;;, In addition thc bill denies spt:cializcd technology training to 
a large number oj' new teachers by eliminating the Presidelll.\: request for $75 minion in 
technology teacher training. In fllct, both the House and Senate have funded this new 
initiative Ilt zero. This event allows you to call on Congress to fund our teacher 
technology training request and give teachers acrosss the country the kind of teacher 
trailling that they tlrc getting here at HiQ. 

ATrACI!MBNTS 
.. Administration Efforts that Have Helped Boston 
.. BMtOil'S EdTcch initiativc 
• 	 l-liQ C\lmputcr Assembly and TCdehc,' Training Facility 

Tb.: importance of Tc,\eller tminmg 

" IntroduclOry talking poims 


.. ' 

.'. 
.' . 



Administration Efforts Helping Boston Hring Technology to Schools 

;\ ;"[..:r you ;E}d t:1;; ]>n.:3i(!ctH first .'ict th.: gn::! oj' coom:cting {;vcry classroum (0 th..:. btcmc! 

by the ye;n 2000 Boston, lJfldct the IcJd~rshiJl ,{whyor tvklii:lo, 'lIls\.v~n;d ynur challenge and is 
now fl;mly io :-..ny that ihey (\fe the first large urban :,dmo\;; di$lric! to lUlV"; con:Kclcd nil of its 
sch(lols. Uos,OJ: has taken ndvuntagc o1'111c program::> .md 11Iiti<ltives tim: you have helped 10 put 
in plat:t; to acc(l!l:phS:l tbis goal. 

,/ 	 Direct Fcdcntl Assistance. Boston received direct federal assistance to help get it:> 
schools connected through two programs that you helped to create and unveil. First, 
Boston received nearly $500,000 from the Technology Literacy Challenge Fund -- the 
five-year, $2 billion fund that helps schools fully integratc tcchnology into teaching and 
l~lming_ Second, Boston has also n.,---cciv(,,,(j a $6.1 million 5 year grant from tJ1C 

Administration'::;: I>Tcchnology Learning Challenge/ to develop innovative and creative 
new ways to usc technotogy for learning. 

S40 million in E~Ratc discounts. As a r~s.ult of:he E-Rate, over the next four years all 
128 ofBo,;ton Scbools will benefit from $40 million in E-Rate discounts. This yc;:![ 
Boston Scl~l1ol$ will receive $5 million in discounts for school networking, 

J NctIhys connecting more th:m 900 Mass'lcimscits schools, Aftcr you and the 
Prcsidc:lt hu,n~b.:d the fir::,! Netda)', Massm:husctl5 hus had threc very successful 
Net Days; with over 900 5;;.;:.00\5 participa~mg" and morc than 19,OOO vo!unt\.'Crs. 
M~ssaclllls:t!tts husiaesses have provided nearly $25 miEion worth of donated products 
aud services tu schools for Net Day. On the n0xt N~tDa}' 2.( t~)C end of this month, I30S;;}L 
phlrlS to unve:! a technology assessment model to measure how COlnputcrs improve 
teaching and h:aming 1:1 the classroom, Members of IBEW Local 103 pledged tn pf()vid~ 
wire for every school in the city of Boston and other volunteers will help with 
tCDHinations. punch-downs, web-pages amltcchnical Slipport m~d training. 

Taking the TcchCorps idea from nOh-ton and making it National. You've also taken 
a few ofI3oston's id~ls and launched tht!m nationaUy. for instance in 1995, you and the 
President bunched the U.S. Tech Corps, a national non-profit n:-ganiz:ltion dedit;atcd to 
h~lping 51..":11001.-: lISC technology tn enhance teaching and learnIng based on a I30st0t1 

model. 	Tech Corps now has chapters in 42 states and thc District of Columbia. This 
volunh:cr org,mizalion enables high-tc.::h workers from thc private seClor to make it 
difference in Arne'rlea's' schools. in Boston, volunteers train school librarians in -on-line 

-, . -	 .' . 
research and adVIse schools on h~w to meet their long-term technology needs. 

Corpor~t~ Commissio'n on Educational Technology. Boston has nQ\.v received 9.000 
Pentium motl.lerhoards from Intel worth $3.5 million as a result of Intel's participation in 
the Corporate Commission on Educational Technology thaf you and the President first 
<l:111Otl:1ccd the day after the Vice Presidential debate in 1996. This is part ofIntcl's 
100,000 motherboard donations and their largest gift to any school district in America. . . . 	 .' ' . 



Boston's Ed Tech Initiative 

Huston i~; <lI11Ullg tht.: Jirs! or the i,1I gc urban school s.),s(cms tu b:;: completely wired, 
lletworked ;md connecwd to (h..;: Internet. In addition. the Mayor hus sci a goal of ODe computer 
for ever four slutknts by the yen!' 2(l01 (llld pledged that every teacher would have <l comp-uter 
Zlnd every clas.sfOom would h:iVI: ,access to the Internet. The Mayor'::; commitment was affirmed 
hy the Stlperllitl!n~!cnt and School Comllliu::c in fl five-year $125 million ti.."Clmo\(lgy plan called 
Learning and InformDlion Network for ilm Community (LI::.JC). subsequently also known as 
"Kids Compute 200l." The project's objective is improving perfonnancc in the chlssroom and 
preparing students for the world beyond. 

• 	 l3y October Ist, aU 128 schools will have a network \\'ith al le:!st 90 computer 
connections to the network and high-speed access ('1'-1 frame rcluy lines) to the Internet 

• 	 The l\byOT committed S50 million in capital moncy to build out the networks to every 
classroom .:md to provide electrical upgrades. Combined with grants, donations lll!J other 
funding. the total commitmcnt of the project is $125 n~illion. This is the highest 
commitment of resources on a per capita basis of any large urban school district in the 
country, 

The ,. Kids ComplIil" 2001" flroj<.!~1: ml5Cd over $26 milhull tbrough ovcr !00 privalc~ and 
public-sector partnerships. 

Through th~ installation or 7,000 ndworkc,~ computers, :he rutlo of students to computcrs 
was n:dw:cd from 63: I to 10: I. 

• 	 The projcct provided fasHrack technology training Lo over 2.500 teachers (over 50% of 
the 4,NOO leachers in the system)" 

Boston has developed several partnerships between schools and the business comll1lmity, These 
publie~priva[e partnerships have been invaluable to their snceess and over the last two years have 
g':Herated $25 million. 

,.' 




The HiQ COllll'uler AssCllIbl)' au(1 Tcacher Tn.ining Facility 

T~lC H,O compUll:r assemhly and !l!a<..:h~r training I;u:ility 11>:11 pm '>viil set: is a gr",al" 

.;x:,:npJc 0;" how I~()S!Oll ::nd a pri vilte sector COIlHll;l!Hc!lt have come togcth<':1" lil make surc lh:lt 
Boston t~,achL'rs have the skilLs they need to [)lake lhe must or computers in !he dassroon~s. HiQ 
is a !ocal co:nputer nwnuj~lcturer who is building COlll[Hlh:rs for the Boston sdwols (and oth':I;;); 
moved to Ihe EmpowCn11l:tH Zone in Boston; is donating $1 million worth of leacher training and 
troubleshooting as~is!ancc for h.:uchcr~; rtnd hiring EZ n.:sidcllts. HiQ is a great eX(lmplc of 
corporate rcspollsibililY in teacher training, but we C1.IO't expect the private Sector to do the: s.:une 
in every region of the country, We have to ensure that all teachers who have technOlogy in the 
classroom hove the tmining they need. 

• 	 HiQ established the first frue tecb!1ology training facility for teachers locatcd in Boston's 
Empowerment Zone. They have two facilities nnd three free trainers for three years. 

.. 	 The Mayor's goal of one computer for every four children and one .computer for every 
teacher requires lhe purchase Qf20.000 computers. HiQ Computers W.!S chosen to supply 
pes (pes comprised two-thirds of the computers purchased in the first two years) and 
Apple Computer was the other firm selected, Besides a better price, HiQ agreed to open 
a free training lab wilh three full-time instructors jl:)( three yents. Tbe fir.>t 4,500 
eOJllP~!1crs \""cn: distributed to schools based tlll a per cflpitn formula, T:11.;$(: computers 
were used to pnpu:atc bbs and m(;tha cenk!;;; so that lcfl(;hcrs: and stmkrils co·.rld I)'.: 
trained morc easily, Subsequent computers iilld printers arc being distrihtucd direcLIY 10 

l.C3chers 10 usc within tb.:ir classroom, 

• 	 The teachers agree tu attend professional development seminars (on thdr mVIl time), 
produce various technology products and shil!e their ide-fls with other teachers. In just 30 
months the ratio or stlldcn(s to compuiers WilS n:Juccd from 63: I to 10: l. 

• 	 New computcrs and networks necessitated the delivcry of "just-in-time" training to over 
2,500 (over 50% oCtile workforce) educator::; in just JO months. The tnlining occurred 
through inllov!ltivc wceklong summer institutes and specially designed "tmin-ihc-tmincr" 
n!odcLs. Teachers bcgan integrating technology into less-on plans and thousands of 
students gained access to the "infonnation supcrhighvI/ay," 

• 	 Ot~cr companies ba~e helped out as well, II~tel Corporation donated $3.5 milli~;l worth 
of sru'tc-of-the-art computer chips 'that lowered t'he total cost of each-PC by several 
hundre9 ·dollars. These Intel motherboards' wouldn 11 have made it to Boston except for 

- th~ Corpof'Jte Commission on EduC31ioJ1(~1 Tcchn'ology (o(which Andy Grove is a ­
: member) .which yuu announced in Tcnlics:-l<:e with ~hc President the day after your Vice 

Presidential debatc in 1996. 

• 	 Other companies ,have helf)Cd with dor:atiou,s include ~I?M, ~'1icroson and 3Colll . 

. .,-. 



The J IlIJwrlancc of Teacher Training 

Y(lH have pr'\.'\'iously rnadr.: the 11\,inl tlla1 kclmoJogy needs 10 bl.: tiS easy to us",; I~)r [l 

icacha as a chalkhoard is today" Th.!t is why tb.: Administration's cduc(l!jooallcchnoJogy FY99 
tnVcSllncnts piact: special emphasis on lcdmoiogy !!<lining for te~lchcrs 10 bdp ensure that I) illl 
new (eitchers cn1cring the workl{)fi:c call liSt: tcdmology cffcc!jvcly in the ;;laSSnllllll ant! thai 2) 
tbere is ilt least one teacher who {'JUt serve liS it kchnol{j~y (·~'p'~r·t in Cv(~I1' scfuwllO help 
other IC,u.:lu::r:'i, 

Om FY99 budget includes 2 ctlucalionallcchnoJogy initiatives critical to teacher training: 

f; New $75 Million Teacher Training Inlti:lth'c. The budget includes $75 million to help 
irnin atlnew teachers in usc of technology; This program will help ensure thnt all new 
teachers elllcring the workforce can integrate technology effectively in the curriculum, 
lind can understand the new stylcs oftcnchillg and learning enabled by technOlogy. 
Currently mas! colleges of education do not lldcquatcly prepare tcachers to lISC 

cdutationultechnology. While many oflOday's collegc students ftrc technology literate, 
lncoming leachl..'rs require focused lr;1ining on ho\-,: to usc new technologies 10 enhance 
sludent learning. What sep~mltcs this prog;arr. from others is the emphasis 011 pn>!'>ervicl' 
cducntion and doing something 10 make sure teachers entering the clussnmms arc 
pn.::parcc al!c. :edmology Iit<.T'lle, BOllI Ill:: House and Senate haW t,d\'cn u<.; 7;';1'0 for th:s 
m;w Initiativc-, 

.. 	 Targctin:.: existing cffnrts toward Teacher Tntining. The President's budget included 
$475 million for th~ Technology LiteraC)f Challenge Fund M~ all. increase 0[$50 million 
over FY9S. This ycar, statcs will be encouraged to devote at least 30 percent or tile fl,tnds 
to provid<: tcm::hers with th~ professional development they need to use tccJUlology 
cfTcctivci:1 in tile classroom, 

Cungt'tss lias F.liled to Fund Tt'llchcr Training 
UllfOliunatcly congressional m.:tlO!i t\) date on the Department af Education's FY99 
arpl'(;{ll'itlt!or:s would slow plogrc~;; in putting cmnpllters ia the d'l.ssroom and would deny {)~lr 
lIatlnll 's chikfcn the opportunity to k:am in a world-class cnvironment nnd cnsure that tl:ey haw 
the tools 10 cOJnpck i:l the 21st Century. Thc bill denics funding to 400 school ~istridS to 
provide stll(k:nts_;:u~c (Ci;lChcfl> with tltccss 10 computers, training, ant! the latest educational 
sofhvarc and telecommunications t'CCll1lo!ogy to improve teaching and learning in the core ­
sl~bjc~ts. In addilion- the 'bill d~nics si>ccialized tcdmology'.training 10 a large' number ~f ~ew 
tcachcrs:by,climinating the Presidcnl's. request for $751~ilIion in tC,chriology teacher training. 

, ' .. _. 
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rilE WlIITE 1I0USE 

Offke of the Vice Presidenl 

1"0), Immediate ntlcll:-'C Cont;'lct: 
Monday, Novmllhcr 23, 1998 (202) 4S(,·7035 

VICE I'RlcSII)ENT GORE AN"OlJ,"CES 47.11110 SCIIOOLS ANIl LlBRARllcS ACROSS 

AMI';RICA TO I~ECEI"': FIJNIlS TO CUNNECI' OllR C!!II.IlREN TO TlW FUn;I!!, 

WashingtoH, DC -- Vice Prcsidt!nt Gore announced today thiJI over thl.: ne,Xt two monl:;~, up tt:;; 
40,OO{l schools and 7,000 libraries will etMtrccch~ 11<:<lrl)' $2 billion under the E~ratc program:o 
C{)r'.r1cCI to the Ince-rnel. 

In addition, the V~...:(; President annOUllct-Xl thaI Slatc5 and local cOllllmmitics will begin n.:cciving 
a j)\)fiiol1 nflhc S425 million in g!1lltts from the AdminiswatioIJ's T\,';dmo!ogy Lilcru..:y Challenge Fund, 
which complements !he "l:>raic" by ailowing local commuuitic5 to purchase modem computerS, train 
teachers to use h.:cbnology, and buy high-quality education:ll softw,!!'e. 

"Today, w>: are moving tnward our goal or providing every American acc¢i'S 10 the infhnnnhon 
:Igc &n they can lenm, explore <lud prepare for the ruwr.:," Vice President (lorl,:. 'The E·ralc :md ;he 
Technology Literacy Chaiicnge Fund will allow ()~:r r:ation to lake tlll5 gin!)! step J'ofv:anL improvillt;. 
the educatiun Wt; provide O(~; childrc:'.." . 

"Togctlwr, wc nrc USillb our IH!WCS[ 1001.;;:0 S-UpP,)r\ ,lUI' alde:;t gm;if; ~~ Iwining ollr ,';Hld;;lIt<::' 
learn hy providing them th:.: bes! cdu;;alillll we c:m." he added. 

~ 

Thl' "E~ratc" progr:ul1, part of the Tdc;;()mnmnic<ltiwlS Act or 1(1)(;, provide;; mm.: than SI ,9 
bilEon in discoullts ior schools and libraries to purchase high-speed Intcm<:t access, inkmal wiring, 
and tcwcommunicatiow. services. The pwgrall: will help bridge the "digitul divide" by providieg :IH: 
UCCPG3t discounts to the poor and rural schools thai need it most 

President Clinton and Vice j)reJiit!t.:nt Gon: bdic..,c that progress in all r('lUI' arcas~· Interne! 
access, compute::;, educational soft war.:, alld h::\eher traicing ~~ is essential to pr.;;p,u'lng ollr dlildr,,;11 
for the 2isl Celltury. J\;.;;\ result ()r~hi<; initiali\'c, 30 million children will be wnncded 10 lht: internet 

"Today We iJre taking stcps that will fon.:vcr chang!,: the lives of millions of childn.m and change 
the way tcachers.tc~ch and childr\,:n Jcam," Vice Presidcnt Gore S{lid. "For the vCl)' 1irs: tillle in om 
history; these new tools; are making it possible· lor a child:in the most isolated inner-city neighborhood 
or nlral comulunily to h:1vC acces_s to the ~amc 'Nortd ur~nowlcdgc,allh_e same in};tant as a child in the 
,iwst amticnt suburb," , . 

R':!lClIf;;h It!1ows tha~ technology can be a powcrfu: :onl fIn h;;Jl.;hicg Gild h.::ll'llll1g Sp:..:cil:cdly, 
;;s;: reSl!lt urn:.:w h.:chnology, lest scores in ;l)ath.:n·;,: higher, al:cmlancc rale$ hJve improvc{L slutlcms 
writing has ill~pfoved,.Il!<Jchcr$lmv;.; hcner ImlHil:g and par~\IlIS hay;; bt.'co;nc lllO:C invoh:cd in tjJ<;;ir 
children's Cdlk"liIJlI. 

C 
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CE'ITING AMERICA'S STUDENTS REAI)Y FOI~ 
THE 21 sT CENTURY 

Tilda.\'. I' ,: <lrc mOl-iII).; Immni our 5;:0(11 l!lprm·,',hl1g "vel:;' ,tlllaicUil ,/CC<.'SS II, (IIv in/i 'FN{l/irm dge- ,\() 

rImy clin fcom. Gyp!or.; ond prepare jor fhr: /11111rC. 11u: E.·Rate (Jnd the lixlm%gy I.ilera::y Chutlr:II)!,!.!. 
Fllnd will allo.!> Oil!' IImiol! to take this giolll step joJ'uYtro, improving Ihe education we provide ml!' 

chifdrcli. 'Ii!geilter, we Ol'!.-' Il$illg our 'Jell'es! wofs II! suptmr{ 0111' oh/(t,\1 gnuls.- lu:!pill,!! 0/11' .\llIdl:'I!" 
leaI'll hF ji"{ll'iliill)? 1111:11' fill! !Jnl cdll(:a{ioH In: ('WI 

'The E·R:llc: Uis\,ilunted 'J'clt,'cornmunicatiHus for ALL SclHlOi.s and Lihl'arii?S 

• 	 Tuday, V;c,.; Pn:skk:1\l Gcrc annollllced the bunch of E· Rate discoull:s which help ensure IlulI 1:1:': 
"ppnl1UIl i! Ie';. uf tIle infonnmion age at:.) aV:ill"bil: 1;\ all of om children. Thc C-R:!!c pW'Iid.:s affmJ<1ble 
nccess to advanced telt.-communic:uiolls services - Inlernet, phone servicc. and inside wirinJ:l, 10 school;; 
and libraries. 

• 	 Ttl{' Vicc Pn:;~jdCJjt ;ll\llounccu tha! ill !he cotni1l5·w,:ck~;. it! multiple w,w..:~ of "pplicmlutl lI;)PfVV;\!S. 

children in schools:lnd librarics across the country will S!ill1 hene-filing fro)'1'j !learl)' $: billion in 

assislMce from the ncw B·Rate disc{)tlnts. 


\\,IIAT TilE E-RATE WILL MEA" TO AMERICA'S SCIIOOLS AND 
LIIlI!ARIES 

• 	 Over the nc\i 2 \11ollths. schools and ii:>ra7ies will Siatl rec..:iving $1.9 hi;liol1 hdp~!\w to eOlu,;c! 30 
million children ill 40,000 public schools across. \!w CDllfilr)' h} the Internet. 

• 	 As palt of tllC first wave of E-Rate application ap;l'Hlvals atmounced tIJd<IY, more tlta:! 3.000 E-R:tlc 
app:iClubns \'1':::rC a;)pnw"d, wert!::t IO!:I! of573 lr:l1iOIl, tdd'tio:lal il:ljlliellli('i: :Ippmv:ds wiii be 
<tlHlO:m;;et! illtl:!: ((linin,!; weck~. 

• 	 E-Rate llpplicnti0!15 would din:ctly b('ndil 64% {)f all puulic school distr:clG, 17''Vo of :Hlll-puulk 
scl1ool~ tlnd 42% of the libraricslltroughout the (';0\111[1)'. 

• 	 The I~·l(:ttl: \\ ill h:!p e,JIl:lect 3G tr :lIion c:li!dnm 'L 'WJifiO public SdWl,b;: ;md Ill;:":YIHtl rd' pllbE.: 
libraries aero"" the emmH";:. 

The Technology Literacy Clmllcngc Fund (TLCF) 
• 	 Today, the Vice 1'Icsidcn1 als.) announced $425 millton i:J Technology Literac), Challenge Fund Grams 

being provH.kt! to the states. 'Illcse grants represent Ille lhird installmcul uf a five-year $2 billion 
in'IC~t:lH:l1t L) ensure :hal ~!u(kn~~ acmss lhe ;,:nUlllry .1re tccimol('gic,\1:y Ii:era>:, 

• 	 0(1 Fd,:'Ui\ry -,5. j 'J9l!, Frcsid>.:nt Climon tllld Vk\! President Gnx ililnounced Ill;; ~ fccl)!lOlpl:;Y Lllcra-:: 
Challenge" which c;JlIs Oil business and community IC;Juers In join forces with c\!IlC;\lors !O guarame;.; 
every swdel1: in Amdca cun usc wmpllters and the infonnntion superhighway w pn.'parc I'm' 
l'C!iP()I~sibh; dli?cn:-;Illp 01:10 pmUtKli\'o,! cn:pJoymcn: iI~ :hc 21 st ccclury, The Tel;hnillogy Lih:racy 
Challenge is ,arge:cd at four conerclc goab: ' 

I, Equipping <111 ;;I;Jssrooms with modem compu'l!~p;: 

..., Connecting ali classronlllS \() the Ir.'tcmet: . 

:L I)cvc;oping engng,it:g sdtwarc anu COl!!>;!!! 10,1,\:1]1 ull-~tlldeaj~ meet high ~[,md;lI,h; :md 

,L I'n:paring ,,:1 tcachers 10 cffectlvely Integrnte thc!>e lie\\, !cclmo!"gie~ il110 the cllIriculum,
. " . 	 , 

http:provH.kt


To; Jim i(ohronimrger @ OVP@EOP 
cc; 
From: CorohJ_Wm;cy @ ed,gov@!NET@LNGTWY @ EOP 
Date: 11 IZO/98 03:39:00 PM 
Subject: SOlw.d Bile 

Jim··:-itm"! it i;;.". 

Every Classroom h ClorksbLtH, 

Every Library in Lansing, 

Ever'! School in SaJ~ta Fe, 

Every Child in Cnatanooga, 

Every Teacher ;1''. Tallahassee, 

Every Parent in Pillsburg, 
Every Boy in Boston, MO 
EvelY Girl in GreonvilhL 



, , 

To: 	 Pmricill M. 2wiIlUiOVP, Audrey ChoIJOVP. Jjm KonllHlDcq.prIOVP. nchol @ 
:;printl11<1iLcom @ inc! 

cc: 
From: .JOffroy K. Nussbtlurn/OVP 

Date: 11/21/9807:23:52 PM 

Subject: 	 male revis(J{! 

o 
ERATE.N2 REMARKS IIV VICE 1'lmSlllENT AL GORE 

I,-RATE ANNOUNCEMENT 
!\1umhlY, Novemher 23, 1998 

Thank you, Laura, fa!' showing all of us why 21st Century education is so imponanL 
And I thank all of you r()!' joining us today, as we make ~ landnmrk new ;lnllOU:1I,;Cment that 
will truly make this new fnfonnfltion Age an education age for Laura Thielen ITHEE-knl and 
for all of our children. 

Today. morc than ever before. knowledge is the key stralcglc resource, and ic<tl'l1illg IS 

thf,: key strategic skH! ThaI IS why President Clinton and I have worked so hard to make 
cdut:allon our Ilumh~r·one priority: hiring too,ooo highly-trained tcachers [0 reduce cb~s 
sizes. Fighting to rebuild and modernize ollr schools:. Rabing s[andard~ for swdcnts, 
teachers, and schools. Working to end the ~odal promotions that only :lOld hack ')m cll~IJr";!1. 
Opening lhc doors to collcge wider than ever before. 

BUI \Ve know 1hm if we truly wac.! :.J 21st Century education for ollr children, \\It: :111l~1 

move hcyond the confinc~ of tradition;1i textbooks .and learning. and htlp our children lap i!HO 
a va;;! new world of dL"C()Vcry. Thill lllcallS making ~urc Iha! our children am! thei:· leadh.:rs 
arc ,IS comforUlblc with:\ keyboard as they are with a chalkboard. 

Back When I was in the House of Repre!'.entalivcs, he1'l)[e lhe [nlcrnct had been fu1ly 
developed -- and hef, r !:auf}\ was even born -~ I used to speak ahout {lIe day when a young 
girl from my hun:e ,... ", Tennessee. could stretch heI hand across a kt;yboard :md 
read any hook i:l the Library of Congress{§! see any painting in ihe world'!'. greatest 
museums, ur bear any symphoJ~Y ever composccf1 Even ,a~ I spoke those words, it seemed Ii!\.t 
a fantastic and far~off visioiL Today, with the annoum:cmcnt of the fir'\! round or f:~RalC 

. (funding, 	we 'take a f11ajor step to~ard m~ing that vis~on a reality. . . - . 
I~,\;,,;,\t\,i~n kb~ ufr,,~tt;>j ""OJ' ~l"j ~d,r '.', 
. . \*"i' Throughout oudiistory, there have, heen a number of revolutions in ~duclltion. Tlll:rc 


. ~\vas the wood-<;ovcrcd New Engla~d l~rimc~ in the ca.rly 1800's ~~ (he very first American 

,tJ';vJ~~tC)\!hOOk. 'J'ben: w.asJl1c writing s};lle, which allow<.:d students. to writ!.: 0:1 their uwn; a:ld han.: 


LO{O~ SOUle conlftll over their imlividu;11Iearning. And in 1836, tilt: una [rui)'" f);)tional [e'xthl)(lk was 

pUhlisht:d ~~. the 1\1<.:Guffey Re,!der. :vhich'(t::lcbcd lllm~rcds of mil!i('!~)s of childll!tl. /hold lip 


. reade/:j It \v:!s the first fiiB!.: every child in }.\mcric;L Itad aCcts~ 10 tltt: s;imc:lJlliVl!rsc of. . " 


~,~c -Y;",I- h,~~ ::rH,A \""<;\":;:)-\-.5'..\' \evth 
". '. 

http:ERATE.N2


knowledge. 

But now, with the emirc SfOre oj" huumll knowledge doubling every five year!->, Wl! 
know (bat easily oUluah:d It.!xthook;; an:n', sullicil!nt to kt-'Cp up with ih:u change ~- Of It.) give 
our (cachers and children the anility to :;hape the bes't imaruclion and learning. 

Tha! is '\'hy Preside-Ill Clinton .md I challenged !he n.ation to connect every classroom 
and lihrarv !o lite Internel. ,~~\'v~run:jn~ ..r - ,-.s:: f ' ;s:.L. \'\)' " I 

. f+1-IJ(),!r\'irv~~ W..\tlli{ "'\0'1«.&(, ~~'i0> ,.-'i,")t{.-Y ,1'-:': , 'f' 
~~iNftt:-+ime, afnucnt ~c!!ou!s arc almost thn:e dOH::;; ;IS likdy (0 have Inwrnct 


access. That is why we f{)ugln ;;0 hard 10 pass the E-Rate -~ which offers schools and lihraries 

discounts of 20 to 90 percGm on In((:rnc[ hook-ups -- with the biggest discounts going to Ihe 


,:r!~d:I neediest urban and rural schools. Passing the E~Ratc wa" it !ll3jUj", bipartisan achievement for 

"!~ And it is hased on a simple prcmlse: we can't allow a s:ingle child to miss out on 
(.t1I'lf'(.s'i., thc promise (ll"lhe Information Am:,
,,< rh<,l"-cr J" • 

, +heIr k.Jt"!>I"'" Q. (~ " 
""""' TodiiY, Wl; ~utt'21SI Century education on~line, all !lef():;s America. I am 

proud to annOUllce that over the next two months, schools and lihraries across the country will 
I'tan receiving nearly $2 hillion !Il E~Ratc Ji~3~\~J gut tl~,:: power of 2 JSI CcnlUry 
Iearnmg at ~ur chI rcn Ii mgcr!lps, )t..~ "" j mJlmlll chi drcn In •, 'Id' I" ' TI t'" "'" g:~3'~ , " 'I '40 0(10 

puhlic schools and __ lihrarics.]1 am also pleased to announce $425 million in new grant!' 
fwm our Technology Litefacy Cpa!knge Pund -~ !O help communillcs buy modern compurers 
and high-qua~ity cdu~a!l(lna! sn1t-v,\I'c -- ill1d In train teachers 10 WiC this ,new Itclmology for 
Ihe bentfit oj our clllldn:n. ~\oe((.\\l?t., \}It.. .... ('\. '!:::<l c\O«>.'='i,l1tc, ~ e('S~1 ty-.,t.. ~~~ twb 

~.r '~b,)~o \t, \ht.k ~\\t?t QC\"tntIL,l 
Today. WI.; ilfe pruviding the In!l:n1I.!! access, the so11warc, the hardware. tlud the 

tcacher training that wi!! revolutionize American .,:dllcatioll. WI; know it will make a 
difference: research shows that cduc;nionallCCOl1ology can improve lest :-.corcs, reduce 
drop~out rates, and even increase parcnlll! involvcmem in cducmion, And so, ,"\lith this series 
uf announcements, we arc bringing Il!nS of thousands of schools into tht Information Age, so 
our children can seize i:s full promise 'lnti prmpcrity. 

1..A:!':" bc.t:k;lf W!lY t::l!' I!' ,0 impu(\allt. 11 is ahou! the f\ltur~ of our economy. More 
and mOll:. yoang po.:opk mtlst expect to earn a living hy u~ing their minds. For cxample, hy 
the year 2qoo, 11 is cSlimateu lhal60.i)eI"CCni of all new johs wB! :"cquire some knowledge of 
math and science. And Ngh~tech jobs pay wages that are 73%.higher than the 
private, sector average. Yet today, many' !eadi~g high:tech companies say they don'. 
t have the traiflcd and educ'ated workforce they need to fin those jobs.. I want the 
children with us today a~ the Mar~in luther King Memorial Library t<? ,have ever( 
chor:ce to do so. 

0.1" ctmrsl.!, lhi" is ahoU! lI)lKh more than job:.. -- it is, ghOUl t!it; Ilpportullily 1'01' 
,enrichment !lilU clI!ig)!I~!Hn!..':1I1 tll;\I have always defined this liatiun.· Just moments ,lgO, I Illci. 
'\1/1111 ,children \vl1o were· using tilt: Interne! to (Jisscct :1 virtu!!! frog. antI. to' learn geography' 1n 

. schooh, acms5;the C(}~IlIFY', t"ha.~.c seen the.'~!ften;llc,: t:ompm.:fs can'1l1Hke ~- taking smc!cll1-.; 

'." ." 



·'.. 

on virtual llt:ltl trips from th~ d:.:plbs of the OCl!an III {Il..- valleys of Mars. AIIO\\'ing ihcll1 to 
r..-ad :1:;; iatest arlidt.:}: and essays on jllst ahout any subject they want 10 study. S!rcngtiJening 
tht: Cl1I'C skills of n;,lding aau math whil;: crellting <I love of learning lhat once sparked. keeps 
burning. 

Children arc ravt.:nl'us It.:amers. They uon'l need to he taught the curiosity and loye of 
discnvcry that al'e "'0 esscnti,ll to educational cxcclknce_ Th~y merely need the tools and the 
wcll·trained !l:<lChel'" to unlock the doors of discnvery, and !O show them how nmch is waiting 
i'or 11h~1\l, With the E-Rare, we ;1:'(' opening a virLual l1()(xlgal(; of Hew learning ,lIid kuowltxlgt: 
for our children. I know thai it v·/i!I hdp make our children stronger. hetter-educated, anti 
bcner~pn.!parcd for the challengei' of Ihe 21s1 Ceotury. Thank you . 

., 

, 




., 

"~-Ratc Radio Actualities 
We:,l Wing orricc 

! (HIS ~ 10:!.5 <111" ivl1:nday N()\'<:Il~hcr 23rd, I(){)l' 


Meeting rcquc!'itcd by L;lrry IIn,ts 

Hl'It.'fing pl'cr,an:d hy .Jim K.,hlcnhcl·gl~r 


!~VI~l.':!T 
You arc doing scvcral radio actualitil.:s from YOUl W,,'$I Wing ofikc to amp!i(v today's E~RaiC 
41 n11 (\Hnc em,,';ll. 

'ronAV'S ANNOUNCEMENT, 

Latlnchin~ the E-lt'llc. Firs;, you arc [1!:n0llllcing I.hat over the J:cxt 2 months. 
schools and libmr:es wil! starl receiving $1.9 billion helping to Connect 30 million 
children in 40.000 puhlic schools across the country (0 the Internet As a p"an or 
the lirsl \\"avc of accl:p:ullcc Idlers being re;;ci\'~d this week. more tban 3,000 of 
the JO,OOO ;.;chool:; sy:-;!.;ms ane lihraries sysh:rns across the country that have 
!Ipn!ll,;d ror the E-Ratc will hegln ~cc(.;i\'ing l..:ltcrs worth a to::tl 0($73 mil.\inrL E~ 

Rate appli,ctHions ovcwll cov..:r 64% of public schools districts, 27% of non-public 
schoois. nnt! 42%1 o(iihraries throughout the coulHry. 

EnsUI<inl!. Technulogy Improves Lcarnin~. Sc;;:ond. you nrc ;;nn(l~!llcing l~mt 
states a:ld locnl communities \Vi!! rccttvc $425 mi1linn in gr~HltS from the 
Ad:ninistmtion's Tcdm(liogy Li!erary Challenge Fund. This fund compl..:mcnts 
lhe E~Ratc by ;t:l()win:,;; local COnlnHUliljr.;s to purchus..:. mudern computers, tJ'.ain 
tcachCf~ to usc 1I.:ch:\tJ!'Jgy, :md b\lY high-quaEl), I.'tiuc<tliona! solhvarlJ. Tll..:s:: 
grants rcprcs!.:nt the third inst'lllmctlt of a rivc~yc<lf $2 bill ion investment to Cl1SI,lfC 

thai $tudcnts ~lCroSS the country mc tcdmofogicnlly HtCntIC" 

/\TL\CH\]J}i'\TS 
• Swte fly ;-aaV.: scri!)\ and b;u;kgrollnd 

.. '''.' 

'. ... . 
- - .-' 



CALIFORNIA 


Tlluay, [ am pleased 10 annt)UllcC the ufficiallauncblll£ or an exciting n~w prognm: 
known as tbe "E~ratc" a program tbat can revolutionize kaming by connecting n\l("MM 

~chools and Hhrnrles to the Internee 

Here in ICalifo!'ui:tl. lOday's announC,~mem means SdlOOls and librar:cs Can receivc 
$3) "::,JBt'n~"'\m;;'~ , ,more than _ll 1111111011. ")af}q1?'~\i' ~tah.:, conncctHlg mon.: tha:l5,O(){) S',;hU'l!~ 

\0 tilt: Internet and giving children all over chis Slale the tools to succeed ill tht 21sl 
CI;l!tury, 

WHAT TilE E-RATE WILL MEAN TO CALlFOHf'IA'S 

SCHOOLS ANIl L!!lRAHIES 


• Tmtl)"!l ,1D:I()UIlCenKllis wi!! help put Ihll :U1'JfC:!o1 the fi:lgCrtips orlh.;: mil:ltl1ls orCalif(lrnia'~ ;:!\ldCIH,~ lind 
he!;> ensure tllnt CalifDmi;) is on track to mecll/lc challenges oftht: 21 M Centtlry. 

" Cn1::otnia's schools antllibru! ics hnve itpplied fOT more thitll $169 million in E·Ratc discoun!::!.. 
" As Pill", uf':h, first W;lV~ of E:.Ratc application approvals annmme<:d \Od;ly, 23C orCalifomi:l'» I ,'il)5 i~~[{;ltl 

applications were appwvcd. w(H1h a lOtal of 5:9,934,644. Additional application appwvuh wili be alllwllnccd in 
the coming \\"ceks. 

" Citlifor:lia',. E·Rwc l~PJlb':i1lkm!> w(l(Hd d:r<:c:ty bC:ldl; 63% pJ'its public seLl'ul :.listric!:;, IS% HI' it; liV;)-p!:hHr 
schnols. and 4 1% of ils iibrariC's throughout the Slmc. 
in C:diCorn:;I, the [·R:!!e wiH help connect 5,269 public 5dHlOIs alld morc tbail J.7 million chi:dn:r:, 

Calil\lfI:ia hn$ the high..:):t :ml1~:)cr orv.:chcobg,y jobs In th..: United Statcs. Ho,,'c"l.!l'. il 
r;:mks 46 Ollt of 50 S1fIH;S in its complHcr to student ratio, Amazingly. there are 27 
cbildr..:n to only one Illuitimcdla computer. C,difomi~1 is ch.;pl:nding nn th~ $269.1 million 
E·R.aiC fund n:quest. 

WHAT TI I I, CLlNTON-GOR~: TRCIINOLOGY LlTRRACY 

CIIALLEN(m FUNI) MEANS TO C,\LlFORNIA 


Find Allocations: 

FV 97 $20.561\,622· FY 9& $46.549,397 FY 99 $45.942.372 

• California u;,eu first year TLCF f~nds to award 25 !lye-year grants (0 s<:hool Jistricts l11at ser .... e 40 'pern:nt or 
mme Inw-incume students. All additiona! 23 distriCts benefit from the projects. /I. second round of.uwards. a!so 
targotcd.lo low~incol1ledistri.;(s, will be uwarded this fall. . ' '., , 

• Call!bmin di~lrkts compe~ed for awards ill each of Califori1ia's cleven regiuns. so that all geographic rcginlls of 
!I~e stalc. arc served. Rcgional an'wllnls nvailnblc for the comrclilinn ivere b",sed olllheir rdal;ve nn'nh.:u·"r 
poor studems. . " . ' 

.. Crt! ifllrnilt has. focused lhe second fOHltd of awa,ds OIL:lClivi;ies thai usc technology 10 5Uppol1 ;;wd~m 
Ill.:rfi\llil;Hl(I~ 1l!1 "SS~SS!ll":lll<; (,r 1:1.: ;,WlC'S ,,11md.,nl." for !angl:ag;: an.! Plhjh;nHl!ie"~. 

, , 

'." . 



TEXAS 


I'kllo, This is Vi!.::.' Pn;sidt;!U AI Gon:" 

Today, I am pleased to annuuncc the official launching or an cxciling IIl!W probra!)1 
known as the "E~ra(e" -. it program that can revolutionize learning by connecting our 
schools and libraries 10 the Internet 

lIere in !Texasj, today':; annOllllccmClli means schools ;'I!illlibrarics c~m n:cdvc 11lon.: 
than $2(x) million connecring more Ih,1\) 3.700 schoolill<llhc Imcrm:! amI giving 
chiklrt;n all over !hi:> Slale tilt:: touls to SUCCl:cd in the 21 s! Century. 

WHAT TlU: E-RATE WILL MEAN H) TEXAS' 

SCHOOLS ANI> LIBRAlW,S 


• 	 Tudfly'$ rlll\OU:1ccmcnls w:!I help ru: the f;nme at the fingcrtip~ ofTcxa~' stlldems nnd help cnSllft! Ihm Tenl;; 
is on track t~ meet th!: chi1llcnges {)( the 2 J,I Century. 

• 	 'rcxns' schooh Jnd libraries have applied far more than $169 million in E-Rate discoutns. 
• 	 As part of the first wave of E-Ru!c <'lppltcmiofl opprovals ailliounced today, 89 ofTexils' L 15S E~R,l!t.' 

applications Wt:!C appro\!ed, worth il tOlal 0(53,666.1 53, I'locill"na! app!icutiot, approvals williX' anmlim.;,,!d it) 
the coming wceks_ 

• 	 Tcxa5's IE-Ratc applic:Ul()lls would d,recHy bend1l 59% of its pllb!ic schoo: di~:l'icts, 19% of i;~ nWl-pll ~l!ic 
:.choois, and 28% of:1S IIbmri.:s Ibou,\;huJ! the slaie_ 

• 	 in 'j\:;.;;.s, Ihe E·Rate will hdp conne;:! 3,702 publi..: ~t:;W')!s ;~nd !llOn.: tlla;! 2,: mii;ioll childre:l, 

OV<.:t the last ~ix y,:a/'s Tcxas Las COlllllliat::d an an!1 :tgl' of a;,proxil:wtely SID millh'n II' dlfUlt iO!h1: 

technology. This portends a s(lb~lim; ial commiHm:m 10 \cc!moll1gy" am! with a funuing H'qW.:st M fl::lffly 

S \ 70 111 ill;oll from ILl..' [·RilIe it 1;; c!i:.Jr that TC_Xll,; luuks to tbe FA{lIte 10 build upon this re);oil!li')!L 'rCXi!" 
i\ ::I!ak that is :lCit,\V 1:\..: natiol~~\1 C\\..:ngc !I~ tcnl\s of peTe,,!agc!: (11' <;;:I1Ools wired to the In:eml:! (Q,l'}{,) 

WIIAT TUE CLINTON-GORE TECIINOLOGY LITERACY 
CHALLENGE FUN!) MI~ANS TO TEXAS 

Fund Allocations.: 

FY 97 S I 6,339,9; '} FY 98 SJ5,J44,i IS !lY»9 S34,944,672 


• 	 Wlth tooa)"s annOHllcement TC'x,!, \, III receive more limn $3<1,9 ll11llioll 10 help integrate :el:nnl1!(1;;:r ;!ll(l Ill..: 
classr(lom. 

• 	 The T!.CF I:;)) aecc!c,;t:cd progress Oil Texas' l<)ltg-"lBge F),II! for :ec"IlHllngy. 
• 	 TLCF [tHods 11iIv,,: supponcd Slat,:, lesiOIl;)l Jmi local pl\;fe;;s;qn,,' (:":\i":!('Pl1h~nt eff(Hl;( Illlti..:I'" vari:::y or 


. init;ativCJ; implcll~cllling K~;2 sl,l!l(l:lrlis j'i,ncch:l(li()gy, ' , 

• 	 A tol3..: of S7 aW~lrds \"1:1"<: mude; impacling 643 scl10()I. dislrlt;IS, f{lIlr Chitl1cr scho:lls all~ O'.'cr GO privi\le 

lic!WO!S.· , 
. --, l'rofl::ssionnl devch1plilC"O! wa~ a key t-Q:ll?orH.ml fQr:l1l re{:ipicms, 

... 	 . ,-,. 
, I.' 

http:t-Q:ll?orH.ml


F!,OIUlJA 

Today, I am pka:\\.:d to announce the official launching or an exciting new program 
known as the "E~ralc" .~ a program that can revolutionize leurning by connecting our 
schoob';l1Id libraries to the IlltcrncL 

1·lere illll~l{}ridal, l\\day's ItnIlO:!IlCemc;lt means St.:JIl:O~S and lihraries ::an rt.;t.:eiv,,' mlm: 

than $~8 mHjiu!] connecting ncarly 1,000 schools to the Imerne! and giving children all 
over this Slale tbe- tools to succeed in lhe 21st Cemury" 

WIIAT TIlE I';-RATE WILL MEAN TO I'LORIIM'S 
SCHOOLS ANI) LIBRARIES 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

Today's 3nllOW1CCmC1!S WIll help pot Ihe ftm:re at the fi!1gellips of Florida's st{lctcnts lind heir C!lS:tlfC 111m 
Flmida is on track 10 mC0( the challenges of tile 21" Century, 
florida's schoo!:' anu lihranes 1m\'(. ;Ippli.:d for morc than $70 milliull in E·R:Jtc disCOU:l:S. 

As p.~f1 oft:H,! filS! 1V1\'C i,fE·Ra!\! :lpplic1!ion approvOIls announced today, 19 ofFlori:la's 742 E·!{at<.: 
applic.ations wcrc <![lpro\'cd, worth it l()lal ofSJ.962,266. Alidill(maJ applk:;:ul():l approvals wi:! :>c llIlIJOUlIC.:d ill 

the coming weeks. 
rlorida's E.-Rille appiicl!inlS \I ()tIId directly t:cl:cli! ].8%, of i:s pubEc Sd1001 districts, 14% of its rmn-publk 
schools, a!H1 ~O% of its libr~rics throughol}t the stale, 
III FI(1fida. Ihl.' E·R,!I..: \dll1\:!p CUIHl¢C1987 pl;b!ic schools: and Illuf\! 11I:m ~5U,D{)U child;CH, 

Florida has the third largest student enrollment in lilt,' nation. but has an above l1allol1:l1 
u\'cmgc 17:1 s1Ud..:n~ to computer fatio. In ,m C!T011 to improvc this num\Jl!l' furthcr and 
cn:>Ui'C that n.;;mntt: ;C'.;;ilS qftl:c :>Ia~,"~ have tt\:et.::-;s, Florida stnh: is ;\pplying. for ~70.9 
milkl!) ii', E~Ralc funding (6{)(I/,] of the stah::' s Iibral'l('s applied for fur~dillg. the tt.!nth ll1(}st 

in tll'..' country} This makes Florid" one of the top len slates in totnl dollars requested, 

WHAT TilE CLiNTON-GOR.: TECU:"OLOGY LITERACY 

CIIALLENC;e FLND MEANS TO FLOIUIlA 


FU)I;! :\I!OC:;llion: 

FV97 )7,901,240 FY9()$18.63I,872 FY99 SIK,SI\),414 


.. With loday's. a1\nmll\c(:mem. Florida will reccive morc than S 18 million 10 h\!lP illtcg;!\;e :Cclll:O-:ogy 
'01<) the cI,\ssnJonl. , . . ' . 

" )11c TLGF gram prOlnul~;; Ihe dc!-clupmt;l1t and d,isseminntion of effective tec,!i~Qlogy·bas~d 
. instructional strategies specifically a;ig.m.-d wi,,1l Florida's Sunshinc Stall:! Standards. . 

• 	 FI{)fida 'Iwarded 67 grants!<.l 'nvc! 50 ~chnol districlS"lmdcr tl~e program. Grant aW:lrds nmg.cJ from to . 
$67,000 t;) $500,000. 

• 	 District grail! llpplicill:ons 1.11'g,l'1c(j sJlccine sclwols_with ]ll"clcl"C"llcC given to sC!lOois_wiln :11gl: ;,:w~n!-' 
• :llld b,;C'l\':~\ :\;';~'~i for \cchnnlll,i.;Y . 

-. , ­
",' . 

'" , 



NEW lIAMI'~IIIRE 

Hello. This 1:-- Vice I're.,idcllt Ai Gore. 

Today, 1 lUll IJlcast:d to ;lllll()Unct.! the official launching of an exciting !leW progrmll 

known as tbe "E~nltc" ~- it program that can revolutionize learning hy connecting our 
schools and li\)rarit.!s to lhc Internet. 

Here in INew H'lll1pshin;l. wday's :mllotlllCCment mCHllS schoob and lihri!ries tall 
recdvc ncar]\, $5 million \;ouncc(ing more thall 160 schools to Ihe IlllCrnC( and 1!.lVlnu. '" '- , 

ehildrcn allover Ibi;-; ;;Iatc {he tools !O succeed in the 21st CerHury, 

WIIAT Tim E-RATE WILL MEAN TO NEW HAMI'SIlIRE'S 
SCIlOOLS ANI) LIBRARIES 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

Today'~ ann<lllfCcments will heir put lhe ftlture af the fingertips ofNt'w Hampshire's students and hd;) ensure 
!lIm New !1.'lIlipshirc is Oi! lI"lCk to meet the ch.[llleng(~s oflhe 21'1 Century, . 
New Iln!11pshi:"c'~ schools :\l1\! ljbl.1rics have applied for more !l1a;1 $2.7 million ill [·Ralc :hcelinl:>. 

As part of the firsl wave of 1:·r~[lIe appl icalion :lppro\.'als announced lOdllY, 21 of !'-!cw Hampshire' s 207 EwRme 
l!}1plicatio!1:> w..:n.: uppn )\'ICd. \\ orlh a total ()t $:72.755 :\Jditioll:\~ appli(aL,m ,Ii'pr.-tva::: will h;:: ;H11hlLt\;;\,'d in 
the coming wcek~_ 
New I-Iarnpshirc':> E-Ra:c applicaliom ~'-'OU!tl J ifL'-dy :x:w.:t\t ]7% or :ts public sdmn! districts. 15% of it, mn· 
plIGht 5c1lOoL~, ol!l,! 23% (>1' ilS libmric.' lhr~ElghDul :he ShiH:, 

!n New IJanlpShirc, lllc E·KJu: will help connect 16) public schools and mQre dum 86,000 !:hiloICO, 

SC:lOd fUl'tlillg is brgdy a local n:sponsibdilY in New 1-lamp~hi:\C, and to:' Ih:H r~ason, 
district;;; vnry widely in what \.'du\;<ltiollal iL:chnology they niTer stw.knls, More thrm 90'}{-. 
or cdUCallO!1 fUJlJmg comes from properly hIX,,;S and cons~qucmly Ic~hnol()gy runding 
from lhe s(all..' is :lImos: cn:l~L'x!stcnL 

l\"cw Hampshin: hm; the s~t:lmd worst studcnt-to-Illultimcdia computo:r ;-aliu;n lh..:: Ila:iun, 
29:L H i~ abo far helow the national average In lenns of percent or schools that an; 
connected [0 a wide-area network and schools cOl1nected to a local-me-a network. W% 
and 50% n:spcettvdy, 

WIIAT Tim CUIXTON-GO[{ETECIINOLOGY LITERACY 
. CHA[;LENGE FUN I) MEANS TO NEW HAMI'SHIRE 

'Fund AllOCationS: 
FY 97 $1,000.000 FY 98 $2,125,000' FY 9~ $2,125,000 

• 

.. 

With 'today'.<; :lllIlOlIIlt'cmCIi1. Ncw Ham?Sldre will receive more thrm $2 milHon to help integrate tcchllnhlgy 
into the cllI~~mom, 
Dur:flg 19f;7. "J~w II,m:psnin: u~ed lhc TLCF 1<) help sdl\lol districts accclerm~ the impkmc!11atinn nr:hcir 
tcdmnillgy pi,U:S, 'rhi~ il1dl.tlcd pl.ll'ch;jSlllJ,; Iwr~\"'lrc and 50ft war," It) inlprovc ;.-!\J()\.:il! c\.:;Jrlling.. nUll.'cllng 10 
t\.:kC'lIl~mu;)i(~ali\lll llt'IWq'ks, 111HI ploviding ()llg,jin!; professional dc"d(l;ml<:llt, 

.. .'. 



TENNESSI~E 

Hello. This i-; Vit.:e Prcsiu;;;nt AI Gon.:, 

Today; I ,1111 11!c~lscd to announce the officiallautlching of an cxcHiuf. IlI:W prngr;\!)) 
known "s the" E-rate" -- a program that c;m n:volutionilc learning by cnnnrcling pur 
sehonls and lihrarics to the il!!crneL 

nere iI, 1'l\':llncssec). leday's a:)mlunCCm~nl means sdno;s and lihr:n i::s ';Ill re:.:eive 
$42 :nillion t.:onnecling more than S70 schools to the Jntcrnd and giviJ1!,; children nIl 
over this state the lOuIs to succeed in the 21 st Century. 

WflAT Till!: E·RATI' WILL MF:AN TO TENNESSEE'S 

SCIlOOLS ANn LllIRARIES 


• 	 Today's ,mnOllnl;cmenls wi!! help rill the fulure ::11 the fingertips ofTcnncsscc' s ~l:lt~;!n:~ a;l(! heir ,'\::mrc 111;11 
T:!rtllcs::ce H 1m ,rack 10 nJ\!d lhe t;ha!!engcs oftl:c 2111 Cenlury. 

• 	 T:!lIllc,,'ice' f; 5ch(){\I~ ar.d libn:r ;c~ h::lve applit:ti for r:wrc Ikm $)6 million in I~-R<ltc discounts, 
• 	 As part uflhe fim wave 0fE-Ra!\! <lpplicalion appW'litls anllOlmced 10<la)" 49 ufTc(l!1cssc,,'s JOO E-Ralt: 

appllca!!\)r:: were :tp;)fm.'t;~~, worTh a towl ofSJ,OS5J}(l6, Additional application appII,H'als '\'iI! b~' a!1J1(HOiC,,'U ill 
the coming "\'\!t:ks, 

• 	 Te;1l:e:s~ce', G·lbte ap;-:!icalions would oj irectlr benefit 55% of its puhlic school dis,rk,,;, 7% or ilS nllil-public 
~dh\{)ls, an d 60% of il5 lihl1\ri~s throughout (he statc. 

• 	 In Tennessc~, the 1~·Ralc wiH help cOllllecllfi'J public scjwuls lind mor..: .h;m 490,00,;' chiJdlCIl. 

Tenn..:ssce mnks st:cond among :he litly st:ltes in the percentage of schoois wit;) 11l1cn~ct 
aeee::;::: (xt)'}~,) and ;)erccnlage of';'ichools connected to a w!dc <In:;: network (5(i[~». and 
has the hig.b~~t pefcentage or its total in;\irUClional computers Incated in th\." c1:lssroo!U 
(61 %), Whil;:; this prng:<es~ is it:1pr-:.ssin:, a sligh:l}' hdow nn!iol1a! <lVCr,lgc 22: 1 studcnl 
to multim;;dia ('oIllPU\eI' ratio IIdp;; 'J'\'!ll!l:':SSCC n::cognizl.' th:ll there is sti!! <1 11'1 of room 
for improvcment As cvir.1cr;ccd by :lS $37 milliun ft,:,dillg l't'qucSl from 111(' E-Ralt', 
Tennessce is ;ooking fbI' the E-Riltc to i)c the source of much o:~ this 1I:1provcment 

WI 1,\'1' TIlE CLiNTON·(;ORI1 TECIINOLOGY LITERACY 
CHALLENGE FUN!) MEANS TO TENNESSEE 

Fund Allucali.lI1S: 

F'l97 $}.o"157,692 FY 9X S7.ilN.544 FY l)l,I $7.123515 


• 	 Witl: today'" ;\)1l1mm~cmcnt, Tennessee' will receive n1<lre than $7 miUion,l<J llClp integrate technology illio Ihe 
classroom. 

• 	 Tcrmcssee targelcd TLCF funds to $chools thut hud tilt; !t;ast 'a;nount oftcchlHil<Jgy, Wah TLCF :lS ,111 jlt'.:cnliv~. 
districts 1;ol:tributed loca] funds for neccssHry \:p~rJ,l{ie~ and compoJlents to C\)I111eCl 3G,HUU lil<>fO: (.;(I1\1;'I:ICI S .in 
schools io thc ImCmeL ' ,. . 

• 	 I lund reds of lcachels in Ol1C ~che.oi sy::.lem blvt; beg,I;} us;ag the Il1lcn:ct in UWil C!"~~h)'UI:; siaco: IIl:CI'IH!l ~~!;:S 
lied 10 ClIrriCllir,n: Objl"Ct,Vl''> '1''';1;'; illlloOtK.:d, 

. ,; 



LOUISIANA 

J-ldlo. This i~ Vicc l'resiJelll Al (Ton:, 

Today. I :un plca"ed to ,HlllOlIll:';C Ille offi;;ial launching of an eXclting lleW progn1111 

known as the" E-ratc" -- a progr,;mi Ih:n can revolutionize learning by conm:cting OUl' 

schools and lihraries to Ihe Internee 

Hen: in ILouiJ;is;maj, wd.ly's d!lJl0:m;;Cl:lel:{ 0lt:;t:1S scllools ancllihr'lrics can rccciVl': 

$48 miliinJl co!ll~cc!illg nw["(.; tha:l 1300 SCll{Hl!s It) lhe illlCml"t and three nut ()f fuUl' 
libraries giving '''::lilt:rcn "I: OWl' this :il'l1(.! the lil(lis to succeed in the 21s! CCI1!Ury. 

WIiATTIiE E·llATE WILL MEAN TO LOUlSIAI'iA'S 
SCIIOOLS AND LIBRAIUlcS 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

Today's announcements \\'111 help put (he flume m the lillg(,rlips of LOll is-baa'5 slm:knts. and help tOnsure lila! 
Louisiana is on (rack II) meet!hc d\JJ!n'.J;cs ,l( ,he 21" C::l;(l'Y. 
L()llisiili1a'~ ~;cllllol~ ant! lib"lfICS have applied fer 1'lDle thali SJ& miliion ill E-Rate discohnts, 
As- pari of !he firs! wave of E·i{ale upplic:nioll approvals u!\llounc"d today, ]0 of Loulsiuna's 545 E-Ra:e 
<lppJica!ion~ wc:'c-;,ppwvcd, wt)rlh a ;uul pfSU l7.il2,;L Additional applica!Jcn npplo'!\!is wi!! h; ,mn\lLIl6.'d;0 

the cmnir.g \"c.:b, 

Lou:s!ana's E·Rate applicmi()lts would dilt'c:ly benefit 91% ofils- public schoo! dislrio5. 5..% or its mm-publk 
schools. and 76% of its libranc.\ thruuglwul the ::.1,!le, 
In Loub'.lalln, tll~ E-Rn:;; wi!! help CtllHh':C! 1317 public sdl{lots :md nlDre t:1:I11 720,000 ,h:!,hct:, 

Louisiana Hn(lcr:;t~mds the urgenc), of diving illlO tJ1''': digital age, So ll1u<.:h so thHt:1 
remarkable 91 % of its public school::;: mid 76 1yl) or ils lihraries (more than any other stalt:) 
applied for tbe E-Rtlt\.\ !'(lim:: Cilupe Sdll)ol District has opened a <.:lllnpictely compuh;r 
bast:d Jllcrnalh',,: schoDl, t:1>..: S;:ho;i! or l'kpe, Thc s;:hool educates students who me 
fililil1g in t"hl:l:OIl:'d :.:]:;s::;roOnlS and aC:';llll1l11odates approximately 120 ~Jo!t:sct.:n!s and 
adult;:- who usually enter the SdlOO! two gr;;lde kvcJs behind. With the assist,lnct: of 35 
IlclwMked computers, crcating un integrated learning system, the school has 5ucccsi'iltlHy 
graduated stu(knt~ who have gun!"! on to attain good jobs, Using this l!lOdcl uml E~RHtt: 
funding. Illl' stnte (If' LO\lisiana hopes to mllh every Sc[lon] a School ,:1' Hope. 

\\'IIAT TIlE CLiNTON-f;Olllc 'mCIINOLOGY LITERACY 

CIIAI.LE:'-:(;(': 1'!!NIl MI(ANS TO LOlJlSIAI'iA 


Fund' AEozatlons: 

FY 97 S5,:H8,S21. FY 98 SlO,272,iH2 FY 99 $10592.292 


• 	 Willi loaa:(s announcement, LOUisiana ,\-:il! lcc;:ive moT\' {hal' $1,0 million to help illtegmte technology into'lhe 
dHSSHlOIIL ' 	 , 

• 	 l,:,:.J I"stllt ,,(Tu..;r !!(Ilding. t1.miMHl(h nfh:;:dll:J5 l>oll' ~Y(!!\' '>c:I:);)1 dislrkt h the 5t:11<.: h;IVC hcg,1I11\, Icam 
"~hoi!! (cdmologj' ;,ml c'\plnrc the power thll! tcdllwh'l;;Y l:old~ ror their stll{lcnts_ 

• 	 'The hunwn and dCCH H!la: nct w!!! k tnt 1>1'> n;suhcd from II:e c()I!lbill::d cI fort~ u,'lln; 1'"";(11.:1-<11 '1't:cllllolugy 
Lih:racy CinHu;g.: mll"!);\,(, ;mzi Itl,' 1<U<!; d:d \::11\:,' n" 11 Ihe stilie ~s ~lilvil1"; ~\ ~r~ilH:lld:J\IS impact on lcnchiqg 

,Inti learning 'il' !,!1Ul~iaHiL'" ~ DI ClIml S, v.'1:~'J:..l~. 1>I'CI;I(11' of, Educall(lilul Tcchiloillgy, l.ouisimlH Dep;UltllCll! 
vfEtlilcaiio1\ . ' 

", " 	 ", .' 
, ,

'" 
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Hdlo. Thi~ i~ Vicc P:"csitlcm Al Gnrc. 

Today, I am plca~cd to mU10tmCc the offidllllllunchillg of an exciting m:w program 
knuwn as the .• E~ra!:,;» --;1 program that call rcvoilltionizc learning hy (:onnccting lllll" 
schoob amllihraric, to the Inl1::rnet. 

lie:',,;: il: INonll CHfo!ina I. loda)"::j 1l11Iluunt:t.:!llcnt mean~ ~cl;ouls and libraries can 
n.:-..:eivl.' $37 miJlion eonm:cting Ill:arly I gOO ~chools to lht lmernt:t ilnd giving cJultlrcll 
,til over this SlaW Llle tools to sw.:.cced 1Il th...: 21s1 Ceemry. 

, WIIAT TilE I'>RATE WILL MICAN TO NORTH CAROLI:>IA'S 
SCHOOLS ANIl LIBRARIES 

.. ToJay's illlflOUllccmcHl" \" il! llclp pili Ihe li>tl.lfe at the fingel1ijls of'North Carolina's S!lHJents and help cnslIfc 
lim: Nor:!1 C,lwl iii;) i;; on !fi\C~ \.' 1I1Cl< II::..: c:Hll:C::lgcs (If' 1hc 2! I( Century. 

.. North Cvohn;l's SC!;l)O!~ :tnd libraries hi¥(' applied ("or more than $30 miJlkm ill E-RlI1c disc(}ulIls. 

.. As pat: orl;t~ first ',\lIVe orE·RllIe :lppllc~tti()Jl <lpprovuls annOlmceo to(.\<1Y. 6f) of No~lh Cardinu'~ 486 E·i{'lIe 
a;lplir;ll\it>il.": \\'Cr'<.: ;lpprovvd. wonli .\ tillal Llr $9 I ll} K.(" Additiotmi ~!Pp~j;;:;1 jOt' ;Ipr~o~'ilh \~ il! be :i1!r10\mco;;,! in 
Ihe coming weeks, 

• I\'!ll"th Cnrolill<1 's E-Rate apJ1ECalj\;~tS \\ mJ(: db;cl!;'- bt.-I:c!il g I% "fib p(lbLc schoo! di:'lnci. 6% I.lf' its 1H11l­
pllblic ~;::b~l(l!S_ ~lIld 27% ('I i:s !i:::-;L'i..:s tilJll:Jghmn!!w stalc. 

• In "I\)I~;I C~mlill:t, :hc E-I<~:lc will help connce< 1797 publlt: x:ilools .tm,J more than l l:lillio:l children, 

Th;: ~:,:l(: is n::tdy Hnd pn.:p:tn.:d \0 usc E-R.:ltl.': h.:kcommllnJ(;atlons dl~(:ounts to impk:n.:nt 
tt:dndogy 1)III:1:s ror 117 cistricts in an df01110 improve technology integratioll. 
Despite Nn:-!h Carolina's JellP into the inCormntion "ge, it lms a 26 tn 1 stUdent to 
:mtlul1ledia computer ratio. which ranks at Iowa 40 out ortlle SO states. I:wRate wil! 
c~'l"\ail)ly decre:!s;: thill ratio us ;;0';;;" tli'l\Uflh Ctmli:la':-; $chool:; hC:Hl down the path 10 
l'pl1ti!~u(l\IS technology l\~)pr:wcmcnl, 

WIIAT Tim CLI:>ITON-GOHE TI,CII:>IOLOGY LlTEIlACY 

CHALLENGE FlJNIl MEA:'IIS TO NORTH CAROLINA 


Flmd Allocallons: 

FY')7 $],693,671 ]IV lJ-X $7,698,245 FY 9') $7,700,9X7 


• lMl!h wd,ty:s <H1'1:H~nCf.:ll1cm. North Carolina will.reccivc m~rc Ihtln $7.7 milU:,n 10 help inlcgrn:e technology , 
illw lhe classroom. 

• In the iii SI year, Ihe lLCF 'funded wmpc;il\vc brants i,'} ,!'" SCII:")' alsidc!s (or (omorli:!] 1.0 develop ;echll~)lngy 
lnodd~ dc.~iglld:o ;1~legr:1!c lI.!chnoh.!;y il!l" rhe: (::Igping i:l~tn.:clionn:·prt)gr:l1l1, develop <l !echnology mtinirg 
nlude! dc~ig!)t'(: If} ill! provdcnhanCl.' lcchnn!ogy .;.\.: ills, ilnd dC\'elop 'al) l)s~cssmcnt model dcsigm:t.I !o measure 
H.: ill' 1'.1(1 :~1:I1 l.:d;lIui.tsr hv;\i!ilbilhy ;md USI! em b,vc on studell1 lIchi,,:vc:IrlCl1L 
In 1 b.: ~,,:u'nd y.:;x, :11..: "rLCF fULded 72 SChUll! di'>lrict gr;JIl\~ ranging rmm S55,Ot.'{) hI $20{).fJ()O 10 implcm..:m 
k'ch(),,1,)2Y 1l1O..jd~ SI;lf!cd in tilt' lils! ;,<;;,1' Il[ 1\1 develop UlI ll:kfHC~ Mm!d 1(1 provkc ;l~ce:;!;. li';li1l1111,;, al1,1 '111­
iiilV I U.dllu;5 <lila'll;.' 'to .tlll: CI;;~H"\"!L. J;1,;,;! t,br;,I)·fm<.:Jj<1 n'~'lkl dc~igm:,l io ~huw ill<.: il1lpa":l Illat ICCIHWi(,t;Y 
c.\H,wak...· in lI:if "etliag" . . ' ' . 
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Hello. This is VU,:l; PresideJlt Al Gon..:. 

Too;:y. I Hl:l pkil!icd til anUOllIKt,.; llle ortkial Jaun:;hi:!g of an cxc.:!lng new pwgram 

known a;; tilL: "E-ratc" -~ a program that can revolutionize learning by connecling Ol!f 
sehoul:; and lihr:tdt.:s to the Internet 

Hen.: 1:1 :G{:<l;'gi'd. \(lda)" s a:l:!OUllC0Jll:..:n\ mea:l" schools and Hbral'lt:s C'1ll receive $11U 
milJioll c(lnnecting Illore than 1200 schools to tht: !nh..'rnct and giving cbildren ;lH oVer 
{his: slaW the !nob; to slicceed in the 2151 Century. 

WIIAT TIlE Ie-RATE WILL MEAN TO GEORGIA'S 

SCHOOLS ANI) LIBRARIES 


• 	 Today's UI\I\()lIlH':Cl11cnts w:1I hc!p pHI Ihe [UHI"e at the iiugertips of Georgi;:! ':; s:\ld::nt~ and I,elp ensure lhilt 
Gcmgi;; i~ on Irxk !n mee! the ehalleng>.:s of tile 2 J" CCf:tt:ry. 

• 	 Georgia's sdlOols and Jibmrics have applied for I11mc Ihall S101 million in E-Rate diSC-Gu:Hs. 
• 	 As pan of Ih !i;'~1 IV~V<; (,I' EwRmc aprll\-'a~ ion llpprov;Jls <!n;\ilLneCu 1Ilcl;\y, 33 of Gc,ggia'~ 34S E-R.1IC 

"1"'r1ie:11100; were nrprovt:d. wonh a l(1wl ofS969.!7!. Additional ;tpplication approvals will he anrlOtH1C,,-a in 
t!~c coming. w('ck.", 

.. 	 Go.:nrgia· s !~·R:'k :;pph,ltiIlOS w01l1:1 dir<;J;t!y hel;efit 67% 0:' jl~ pllhlic sehno: (!i."!rjct~. W% 01 ib nO!l-plihlic 
schools. alltl '\()% of ils lihr:lries lll!ouglwut Ihe slate. 

.. In (lcngji:. the 1~·;.{H1C WI I :ldp ::(:'I:I;;CI 124:-' public ~hu(lh. ilnd 1\wn: 1~\.In !;!70,OOO c:lild::T;]. 

WI/A'!' Tim CLiNTON-GOIlE TI,CIINOLOGY LITERACY 

CIIALLE:'>I(;E FUNIl ~n:ANS TO GEOHGIA 


Flinu AIIOC<Iliol1s: 

F)'97 $4,792.173 FY98 $10.89;,211-1 ry')<) $1O.762,~S3 


.. 	 With \mky's i11111\)1IHeemcnl, Georgin wiil receive more Ih"lI 5\0.7 milholllO help inlegratl.! technolugy jPllllllt: 
CI;.SSI,)O:11. 

" 	 The l'LCF fll!)dl,ti ~chool dlsllkts 10 work .across districllillcs in ways Jlnt previously done. 
• 	 GeOl gi;! dniic"l:::u 52 mill ion of il, S H1.7 111 iIi:ml 19'13 allocati()l: 10 prul¢:m:onnl de\-dopmel:l. 'rhe re1!uindt:f 

of the fUl\c~ :ldr::d Ipci)1 ~dlOoI dis1ricts implcrm:m other parts of !hdr lechnology plans. 
• 	 Gem !,;I;I al~il fUlldut s~'\'CI',d c()llsuriia. One includl.!S fi:Hlr hig:l Pllh'!"!)' Sclh,lol district!:> Ill;!'. taml.! togcli1l.!i' I,) 

'Ipply Ih~ II~e of!;edm"I"gy \0 :;,d.;l\og In'l sImien! m:hicvcmcnL all~ e~t;lhl\:>h ,I w:l·e1cs~ wide arc;, n':1\l'\)fk ~,. 

provide mni"esl'iu!l.al d~·veJopmcm. 
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Launching The E-Ratc 
Martin Luth~r King Library, DC 
10:25 - II ;30 lUll, Monday NoycmOcr 23ro, 199~ 

!\1ccting requested by ,Jim Koltlcnberger 
Briefing prepared by .Jim Kohlcnbergcr 

EVENT 
You are going to Manin Luther King Llbrat)' to make an historic commitment to our children by 
launching the E-Rate, announcing the first of $ J.9 billion in E-Rutc funding, and laking the n~xt 
step to help fulfill your goal ofconnecting every classroom and library to the fntemct by the 
Year 2000. In addition to announcing first wWld of E-Ratc funding, you are announcing an 
additional $425 million in Department of Education grants that will help schools buy the 
computers, train the teachers, and purchase the software that arc necessary to achieve the full 
promise of educational icchnology. Toda::l's launch of1he E-Rate wiH help connect 30 million 
children in 40,000 public schools across the eOUlltry, 

LOGISI1~S (As oflilis writing, subject to change) 

~ 	 Grecters: 

Mary Raphael. Director, MLK Memorial Public Library 
Kate Moore, CEO, Schools and Libraries Corporation 
Bill Kenuard, Chairman, FCC 

• 	 ,Studcnt Demonstrations: You, Secretary Riley and Chairman Kennard. visit two 
computer stations where students ate engaged in on-line learning exercises, 

Preprogram: 
Reprcsenwtive Eleanor Holmes Nordl (D·DG) 
Representative 'Tim Roemer (D-IN) 
Representative Javier Becerra (D·CA) 
RcprcscuLativc Constance Morella (R-MD) 
Senator Kent Courad (D-ND) 
So"alor John ("Jay") Rockefeller (D-WV) 

• 	 Program:. . 
Senator Rockefeller' win do an on~uige announcement of you, accomp-anied by 
Secretary Riley, Bill K_, Laura Thiesen [TIIE·Sen], a 9th Grader from 
Monterey High School. Monterey, TN, . ,. '. . 

, 	 Chairman Kennard remarks and introduces. Secretary Riley., 
Secretary Riley delivers briefremark~ and introduces Laura Thiesen, 
Laura 111iesen introduces you. 
" ' .. '."' 

_k" 'You deliver remarks and depart.
, 	 . . ... 

. " " 
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),Of il'JWI.E!CONTRII II)TION 

Although (he primary goal o[ this even: i$ to l<.1unch the E~Ralc lli)(} demonstrate 
its II:lpt)rtilncc to st;hools across the country, other goals include highlighting: 

~/ 	 The E-Rates Uipartisan Support. The E-Rate began as a bipartisan 
amendment, passed with bipartisan support in Congress, implementation 
GetaHs recommended by a bipartisan Federal-State joint hoard. and passed 
1))' a unanimous vote of it bipartisan FCC" 

./ 	 The Historic Significance. lJringing technology into the classrooms will 
change the way we learn just as profoundly as the introduction of slates 
and chalk or the McGuffy Reader -- the first widely used American school 
textbook. Today's announcement also moves us forward in the broader 
historical COlllcxt that you have talked about as civili7.ation has adopted 
tirst the spoken word, then the written word, lind now the digital word in 
ed'.Jcatio:t 

../ 	 Connecting this to your 20 year old vision of the InfOl'mution 
Superhighway. We are connecting uli}> announcement to your Vision of 
the Informatioe Superhighway and the theoretical girl from Tennessee 
logging into the Library .of Congress, (Sec below) 

Focussing On Lcamint;. By announcing $425 million in Technology 
Literacy Challenge Grants, you can dClnOnSlrale your commitment to 
seeing that these tools are fully integrated into the learning proccss by 
providing states with the money to pay for teacher technology training and 
educational software. 

I:ROORAM NOTES 

• 	 Martin Luther King Library. Although MLK Library has been lucky to receivc 
gifts from Bill Ga~es and Bell Atlantic for computers and networking, they can't 
afford the ongoing costs of Internet connections without the E-Rate, '111C DC 
P,ublic Library system, ofwhiGh'MLK is a part. expects to receive an 81% 
~lscount on its Internet serviceS worth an estimated $350,000 per year. This win 
allow all 21 branches of the DC PUblic UbrarySysiem to be connected with high;·. 
speedIntemet access by January. Today. 10 branches have limited Internet 
access; The 'E-R"ate will also allow th~ Hb~,to 'provide their lihrary catalog over 

'the Internet, add'flcw public ~~ss terminals. and support affordable high~specd 
Internet connection,;, 

,. . 	 ,,' ',' ' 



j\Cl{jS~ :h~ C1!untry 42% ofpubiic IIhmricsimvc applied for lhe E~Rntc. Public 
li~l;aric:-: LIre 1ile :l'J:nbcr one point of puh!ic access for Al!lCricans: wiCilmH I ntcrnc\ 
acec5S ~t 110H1<:. The E-Rate nUows thc smallest libraries inth\! most remote part;; 
oj' the c(lulltry iO share the same Universe of knowledge at the Sllme timc. 

• 	 Laura Thiesen. You arc being introduced by Laura Thiesen a 9th Grader from 
Monterey High School in Monterey, TN (aboti! 40 miles outside of Carthage) 
Laura is from the school -closest to Carthage that will be receiving E·l{atc mOlley 

in the first wave of f1.mding commilmcnU; that :-;chools will receive heginnlng 
today, Although she was not even born when you firsl started lalking. <lhout (hl'­
Information Superhighway 20 years ago, her school's connection to the internet 
today is symbolic of the girl you used to talk about 20 years ago logging into the 
Library of Congress. Because oftoday's announcement, Laura, \\111 be able to 
log onto the Library of Congress, the Martin Luther King Libmry where (he event 
is taking place, and soon almost every other library in the country whenever she 
\Van1!L 

Laura's teacher Eliwhclh Pearson will also be at the event. Mrs. Pearson's 
husband Mike 1s a member of your Secret Service proctcct:ve detail located in 
Carthage. 

• 	 Speech Visuul: A McGuff}' I<cadcr 
You win have a copy of an original McGuffy Reader that you ern) hold l:P at thc 
appropriate point in your remarks, In 1836, the McGuffey Reader helped \\\ 
revolulioni'lc learning when it became the fir"lt truly -affordable national school 
textbook and gave kids everywhere access to the same universe of knowlcdgc_ 
'nlC McGuITy Reader \"'0$ the first text geared to grade level. That was when 
everything a child needed to learn could fit into one book, Nm\' the entirc 
universe of human knowledge doubles every 5 years. Today's announcemenl 
could have even greater impact than the McGuffy Reader. Tbe E~Ratc can, for 
the first time, put at the disposal ofevery child, nol a single, finite universe pf 
knowledge, but an unlimited, rich universe of constantly expanding knowledge 
that can be tailored to their 0\\"11 level and learning style. Every child in America, 
whether rural or urban, rich or poor, will be able to reach out and access the 
Library of Congress, and every other library and school in the country and milll}' 

around the world. Auth~red 9Y Wil.1iatn Holmes. McGuffey, ~Q~ s~lcs of th;,; 
McGuffey readers eventually reached 122 million. McGuffy Reader's and slate,; 
became essentials ~or learning in th~ one room scho~J house; . 

. . . . 



TOnAY'~ ANNOIJNCI(MJ'NT. 

Launchjn~ the E-Ratc. First, yOll arc announcing that over the next 2 lllonths. 
schools and libraries will start receiving $1.9 billion helping 10 COIlIH.:ct 30 million 
children in 40,000 public schools across the country to the Internet. As a part of 
the first wave of acceptance letters being received this week, morc than 3,000 of 
the 30,000 schools systems and libraries systems across the country that have 
applied for the E-Ratc will begin receiving letters worth a total of $73 million. E­
J{ate applications overall cover 64% of public schools districts. 27% of non-publlc 
schools, and 42% of libraries throughout the country. 

Ensuring Technology Improves Learning. Second, you arc announcing that 
slates and local communities will receive $425 million in grants from the 
Administration's Technology Literacy Challenge Fund. "Illis fund complements 
the E-Ratc by allowing local communities to purchase modem computers, train 
teachers to lISC tcchnology, and buy high-quality educational software. These 
grants represent the third installment of a five-year $2 billion investment \0 ensure 
that students across the country are technologically literatc. 

i\TJ'ACHMENTS 
Rcmarks 

E-Ratc State by State 

School demonstrations 


.. " 



IU;'\1ARKS BY VICle I'RESIlIENT AL GORE 
Ie-RATE A1'iNOllNCEMF:l'iT 
Monday, Novemher 23, 1993 

Thank you, LtHIW. for showing all of tIS \\'l1y 21 st Cemury education is so impmtanL 
And I thank alt orYOtl for joining us today, as we make a landmark new aonQunccmc!U thut will 
truly nmkc tbis HeW Information Age an education age for Laura Thiesen ITl-lEE-:.;c-nJ <tnt! for illl 
of Ollr childrCIL 

Today, mOT~ than cvc~ before, know\l.:dgc is t.he key strategic resome!.!, and learnin£, IS the 
key strategic ;.;kilL That!s why President Clinton <md I have worked so hard to make cduc(ltion 
our number-one priority: hinng 100,000 highly-trained teachers to reduce class sizes. Fighting to 
rebuild and modernize our schools. Raising standards for students, tcachers, and schools. 
Working to end the social promolions that only hold b3.ck our children. Opening the doors to 

college wider than ever before. 

But we know that if we truly want a 21 5t Century education for our children, we mllst 

move beyond the confines of trnditionnltextbooks and learning, and help our children wp into <.1 

vast new \\'OrJd of discovery. That means making sure that our children and their teachers arc a.s 
comfOr1ablc wilh Hkeyboard as (hey are with a chalkboard. 

TwclI.ty yCH(S ago, long before the World Wide Web had even been dcyel.oped -- an.., 
before L.aura was even bam ~~ I used 10 spe-uk about the day when a young girl from my home 
state of Tcnllcs~ec eO'Jld stretch her IW!lrl across a keyboard and read any book in the Lihrary of 
Congrc:;s, Even asl spokt: thu:'c word:;, ilsc..:mctl like a fantaslic llnd far-off vil'i0n Today. with 
the announcement of the first roU:1d of E... Rll:e funding. we take J major step townrd nol only 
making that vision a reality, but going beyond it ~- putting almos.l every lihrary on line, and 
giving cvcr~ child in America the tools to \'lsi:. 

Throughout our history, there have been a number of re\'olutions in education. There was 
the writing slate, which allowed students to write on their own, and have wme control over their 
individual learning. And in 1836, the firSt truly national textbook was published -~ the McGuffey 
Reader. which geared learning towards age level. and reached hundreds of millions of children. 
[lwld up rcm/crllt wa~ the first time every child in America had accc·ss to the samc universe of 
knowledge. . 

B~l ~ow"~itil~,e·enti;e store of human kDowledge doubling every five years, we know 
that easily outdated textbooks aren't sufficient 10 keep up with that change·~-· or to ·give our . 

. teachers and children the ab~1ity to s~pc ':lie best instrucli~n and le~i.ng, I 

. That is WJ1Y \VC challenged the nation to connect every classroom and library to:thc 
Internct. And although we've made progress, affluent schools are almost three times Wi likely \H 

have Internet access, That J$ why v.'e f..1Ught :-;o.hard to pass the E-Ratc ...- ,which offcrs ~dlOnl.s. 
and·lihmrics discounts of20 to 90 percent on Interne! hook-ups -- with thc biggest discounts 
g~ing lo'thc neediest urban and'mml schools. Passi.ng tile E~.Ralc was a·ma.ior. bipartisan· 

" .. 
I'.. 
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achievement for our children. And i1 is based on a simpic premise: we Ct'.!,'t <1110"\- a 5~l\glc child 
to miss out on the promise uf the Infonnation Age_ I thank the members of Congress and \)tl1::,5 
here today for their leadership on this vital ir:ltiati vc. 

Today, we are putting 2 Jsl Cenfury education on-line, all across Ar:lcrk<l. ! am proud !n 
announce that over the next two months, schools and libraries across the country will Slan 

receiving nearly $2 billion in c-ratc discounts -- to put the power of2 i st Century ;earnlng at uur 
children's fingertips. The e·ratc wm help connect 30 million children in 40,000 public schools 
and m:ar!y half of our ~ublic Ebrancs, And because we ar~ so commil!ed In ensuring that thcs\.: 
tools get t:sed 10 their fullest potentia!.l a.'1131so pleased to announce $425 mill inn in :l~W gran:s 
from our TccluiOlogy Litemcy Challenge Fund. This money \¥ill help comrnunitic;; buy modern 
computers and high-quality educational snfhvarc ~- a!1d to train teachers to use this lil'W 

tcchnology for the benefit of our children, 

One hundred and sixty years ago, the McGuffey Reader gave studcr:~ ul,;ccss to the same 
_. though limited -~ universe of knowledge. Today, we are taking a historic step forwa:d. We arc 
providing the Internet access, the softwa'"e, the hardware, and the leachl!f training that will g:vc 
all of our children uccess to the same -~ but ~his timc ll;lEmitcd~· universe of knowledge, We 
knew it wi:1 make a diffcrence: research shows that educational tcchnc.,logy can improve test 
scaTes, reC:lco,; drop·out rates, and ever. increase parental involvement in edacatiO!L And S0, with 
this series of announcements, we are bringing tees oftnousands of schools into the lllformntion 
Age, so our children can seize its full promise and prosperity, 

Th:s a+:no:":!1ccmc:H is also about strenghtening our commu.'1itics as a whole, By hringing 
libraries on line, we're. making Ihese same vast resources available 10 comr:tumt;(,!s aro:md :hc 
country. 

Let'" be clear why this is so important It is aOOl:.t the future of our economy. By the 
yea: 2000, ;t is estimated that 60 percent of all new jobs will require some knowledge of math 
and science. And hig:l-tcchjobs pay wages that arc 73 percent higher than thc privaic :;.:.,;Ior 
average, Yet today. many leading high~tech companies say they dOn'1 have the truim:d .mti 
Cducated workforce they need to fill those jobs,' I want the children with us loday at the Marti!'! 
Luther King Memorial Library to have every chance to do so. 

Of course, this is about much more thanjobs •. it is about the opportunity fOf cnrichnwnt 
and enlightenment that have always defined this nation" Just moments ago) 1me! WIth children 
who were using 'the Internet to dissect a virtual frog and to lenrn geography, J:1 schools <Icruss 
the country. I have seen the difference ·computers can make ~- taking students on virtual field 
t.rips from the depths of the 'ocean to the valleys ofMars, Allowing them' to ,read the latest 

,articles and essays on just about, any subject they want to st!ldy, Strengthening the core skllls of 
, reading and math while creating n, I,ovc' ,jf leming that once sparked; keeps btlming-, ' 

.. .." 
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discovery tim! arc so csscntiai 10 cducaticnal cxccllt::)CI;. They merely need the tools and the 
\-vcl14raincd tcadlC;"S to unlock (he doors of discovcry, :tnd to show them ho\\' much is wailing 
for thCf~, With the EAtalc, we art: opening a virtual flowJgatc of new It.:mniq; a:lt1 kno\,,:kdgc 
for our chikln:n. 1know that :t ,vi!! help make our children streng!.!:, hClIt.:H:duCRtcd. agd l'X;tter~ 
prepared for the challenges of the 21s1 Ccnlul)', '111ank you. 
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lications 
Public Mixed 
School Private Consortia Statewide 

State Districts SChools Libraries Statewide" Libraries 

Alabama 
Alaska 
Arizona 
ArkanS8$ 
Califomia 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Dolaware 
DlsttiCi of CO:,,11bI3 
flo·riOa 
Goorgia
Hawaii 
Idaho 

illinois 

Indiana 

IOWa. 

Kansas 

KentuCky 

Louisiana 

MatneY:' 
Marytanc 
MassaChusetts 
Michigan 
Mirn1EiSota 
Mls.slsslpp, 
MiS$O~'ri' 
Montana 
NetlrasJ.:a 
Nevada 
N~,Hainpshim 
New Jersey 

N!i!fM~"h 
NowYorl< 
~r'~-""r,""Ina',!;,' '''',r 
North D3kota 
PIIl<>-m""" 'lthl, 

Oklahoma 

@~~''::'':\~ ,,"~,J' 

PO~la 

~.fu:l<l'f{<-
Rhodo faland ..~ 
South OskQta 

, 	:r:~soe 


Taxa. 

Uliiii:'r 
Vermont 
Viij]ln Islands 
Virgmle ' , 
WSShington 
WOOl: Virglnla

,: ' Wticonsln __ ' 
V'/voryilng 

. TOTAl. 

91% 9% 47% 
87% 4% 2G% 
56% 9% 46% 
81% 11% .17% 
83% 18% "'II 
61% ',2% 25% 
69% 40% 34% 
15% 20% 50% 

0% 48% 25% 
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Nole: NUlle (!llhcsc schools will recdvejill1dillg cOllllllifllWl1fS ill fheJi/'.\"f \I'(/I't!, hilt (I/\~ ill 

l'el:1' gowi shal)e/iN· app}"()wIl of/heir applicatiolls ill (J {aft:/, J"()lIlld 

Mt. Rllinicr Elcmcntary School. Mt. Rainier has 470 students in grades K-G in 
Mt. Rainier. Maryland. The principal is Phil Catania. Mt. Rainier currently has 
one computer lab (2RG processors) with two Internet connections. Students lise 
the Net to supplement classroom eurricululll and do research. WIH:n the schuol's 
crate application is approved, the school will have Internet connectivity in every 
classroom, with video and voice technology; a computer lah with 1\:ntiulll II 
processors; teacher training; and a TI line. 

Four 6th grade students from Mt. Rainier will show you a Web page on n·og 
dissection. They arc: Benjamin Swann. Brigit 1·lenzi. Susanna Ventura and 
Gahriel Mej in. 

Douglas MacArthur Elcmental)' School. Douglas MacArthur is a K-5 
e\ell1Cntary school of 422 students in Alexandria, Virginia. MacArthur --like 
many of the schools in Alexandria -- is already wired and connected to the 
Internct and its students usc the Internet tn supplement classroom curriculum. 
Whcn the school's crate application is approvcd, the MacArthur will usc til(! crall' 
to net\\;ork its existing computers. aild maintain and imprO\;c its· compUlers. 

Four 5th gradc.s\micnts from MacA11hur will show you how they're llsing the 
Weh to learn geography (they'll visit a C;LOBE site). They arc: Ciustaf 
C~l\'enaugll, Cyprian Yankey. Valerie Wexler and Rebecca Ball. 

Iioly Redeemcr Sehoul. Holy Redcemer is a private Catholic sclHlol ill 
Washington, D.C. with about 250 students in pre-K-8 grade. The principal is 
Mildred Tylcr. Holy Redeemer has computers in many of its classrooms, bl~t ancr 
its crate application is approved the school will be able to network its computers 
and connect to the Internet. 

Approximately 3D students representing each gradc will be in thc audience ror 
your speech. 



,\'lIggcstetlI{III'SfiO!u 

How tin Y{'U USc C01nputers at SellOOJ? 

1 understand you usc the Internet from a computer Inb, Do YOI,l wish thUl you >conkl get 

on to ihe Web Ihml \'our classroums, tou? 


Fnr MacArthur sa:dcnl,,: 

How;:Jn Ih<,; r.:,lmpVCfS 1.<1 ka:'ll ::hOUI g<';i..Jgfilphy'f 

Do )'(\11 1:nd Ihai I.:s;ng cOIl'iHHcrs III Hdditlofl tn your othlJl' cla!)s work maKes !car:li:lg 
easier? . 
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April 21. 1 ()99 


RECOMMENDED PHONE CALL 


TO: Senator Jay Rockefeller 

PREPARED BY: .lim Kohlcnbergcr 

PURPOSE: YOLI arc returning Senator Rockefeller's call Oil the e-ratc. 

BACKGROUND: The FCC must soon decide how hig the E·ratc program will he in the 
second year. Any increase in the E-rate program will almost certainly lead 
La increases on the phone bill and attacked by Republicans as an increase 
in the "Gore tax.", Rockddlcr would like to sec (11(.: E-Rate program 
increased to $2.25 billion a year as the FCC had committed 10 do last year. 
He believes that this can be a de lining issue for you going forward. 

Attached is thorough background on three options that the FCC could 
pursue. 

Last night (Tuesday), Senator Rockd~llcr spoke to David Ikicr ahout Ih~ 
E-rate and about the Senator's support lor Susan N~ss. On the I~-ratc, 
David indicat~d Lhat whih: YllU had not l1lw.k a decision on how big of all 
l~-Raw program then.: should be guing furward, lh~l1 you wcre Cl)l11mitt~d 
to achil.!ving your gon] oj' connecting every classroom to tIll: Internet. 

CONTACT PERSON AND 
TELEPHONE NUMIlER(S): 

224-0227 (0): 291-2445 (il) 

TALKING POINTS: 
None attac]H.:d 

'. ',.' 
. ',' .. 
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E-Ratc 

ISSUE 

Before June, the. FCC must decide once again how much to collect for the second round of E­

Rate applications and thus how big the E-Ratc program should be. Any increase in the collection 

rate will almost assuredly be passed 011 to consumers as an increase in the "Gore Tax." 

Alternatively, by keeping the collection rate constant we won't meet the goal of connecting every 

classroom to the Internet in the year 2000. 


BACKGROUND 

Schools and libraries have applied for about $2.435 billion for the second year of the E-ratc. 

Although the program is capped al $2.25 billion a year, last year the FCC reduced the program to 

$1.275 billion ($1.9 billion over 18 months) with a commitment (by rule) to increase the program 

to $2.25 billion in the second year. Although smaller than originally anticipated, the JSI year E­

rate money has allowed us to reHch three-quarters of' all the classrooms in the country with 

Internet connections by July of this year. 


For the second year of the program, the FCC must decide whether to maintain the current size of 

the program, or to increase it to connect more classrooms. However, the same size program docs 

not connect as many classrooms as in the first year. When funding applications, the FCC funds 

Telecommunications and Internet services lirst, befon; the connection to thc classroom. Orthe 

$1.9 billion for the first year of the E-rate, $760 million went for Internet and 

Tcleeommunications services while $S97 million paid for inside wire connecting 640,000 

classrooms. For the second yt.:ar applications, the applications for Internet and 

Telecommunications has risen to $931 million leaving only $339 million for internal connections 

if the program stayed the same size. At that level, 137,000 more classrooms would be connected 

to the Internet by Juty 01'2000 getting us to S4% of classrooms connected to the Internet. 


$2 Billion Access Charge Reductiuns. 

At the same time as the FCC makes it's E-Rate decision, they will separately be giving long 

distance companies a "tax cut" of as much as $2 billion from access charge reductions - the price 

long distance companies pay to connect to !ocal phone networks. The access reductions. if rully 

passed through by the long distance companies, would be a reduction of76 cents per month on 

all phone hills. Although the E-Ratc program has always been more than offset by access charge 

.reductjons, we have been unsuccessful. in making that case to the public . 


.. Reaction to an Increase in the Collection Rate 
• 	 Republicans generally, Holling·s, J?ingcil; long dist~ncc companies and co~sumer 

group~ equid be expected to react negative!y to an increase in the collection rate. 
• 	 In the worst case, we ~ould expect new legislation to termi~ate the E-rate, calls·for 

Ch,airman Kennard to resign, a gre·at deal or press highlighting the increase in the 
"Gore Tax," and give new material_ for RepUblican opponents to work with. 

.... 	 . 

.... 



• 

Reaction to a constant collection Ibtc 
• Rockcldlcr. Snowc, rank and lik l)emocruts. Sl!cn.'wry RUey, Educ;Hion groups, 

Companies (Cisco. 3COlll. IBM etc) and civil rights groups tirc supportive of nn 
increase in the collection rate nnd would react negatively irthc program swyed at 
$1.275 billion . 

• In the worst case, rural Scna:ors. because few rUfal classrooms would be connected, 
could move to tcrminatt' the program; the Education Community, whu knows that the 
program is technically slated by FCC rule to gOl to 5225 billion, would cnll it the 
biggest Clit in t:ducation funding orthe Clintoll»Gorc term; nod RepUblicans could 
point to both the "Gore T,~x·'. und our failure to connect aU dassrooms by 2000. • 

.. 
" 

.... 



OJ'nONS 

N~l-Challgc $1,275 hiltiofl. 

• 	 No change un phone bills 
• 	 Only $339 million available f(1r inside wire as compared 10 $900 million last year. 
• 	 Would COlillect 139,000 classrooms Or 6% of America's classrooms. 
• We could work to expand private sector efforts to connect more c-Itls:;rooms to tntlkc up the 

diflcrcncc 
• 	 Funds schools it') the 90% discount category .- only the poor..:::;l of the poor InncH:ity schools 

-- schools when: 75% of students are on school lunch prograllls. 
• 	 Would nmd virtualJy no classroom connections in ruml America 
• 	 $1.16 billion in tipp1ications WOHid not be funded 
• 	 All dassroomi\ would he connected by July 2003 (84% hy July 2000) Assuming private 

S\."'etor help, 
• 	 Would face decision again next year over collection rates when an even smaller number of 

classrooms could be connected for $1.275 billion. 

S1.9 hill ion per r~nr (program is currently at St.9h oycr' 18 months) 

• 	 AT&T phone bill could go up by 9 cents to 18 ccnls per month, (others up too) 
• 	 $939 million for inside wire ~ aboUl lhe same as the first yea:-. 
• 	 Connects )85,000 classrooms Of 16% ofdassrooms. 
• 	 FundR Rchoo]s in the 80% and 90% discoulll Categofies. 
• 	 Tbe prognHl'l is currently funded at $1. 9 billion over J8 mont!lS: - Ibis w!)uld fund it at ~1.9 

billion Cor ~l 12 month period. 
• 	 $565 million in applications would !10t be funded 
• 	 Would slill not cover classroom connections for mosl suburban schools. 
• 	 All classroomR eonllcc1ed by January 200 I (94% by July 2000) 

$2.25 hillion - th~ cap 

• 	 AT&T phone bill co~ld go up by 14 cents to 33 cents a month. (others up to) 
• 	 COl1nc~ts 52R~OOO classrooms Of 22%'01' all classrooms. 
• 	 Funds schools, in the 700/{\; 80% and 90% categories, 
• 	 $1.3 billion ror inside .."irc_as compared to $900 million in the first year 
• 	 Only (ibout $215 million in applications would go unfUlldcd 
• 	 All classrooms c{,mncclcd by lu1y, 2000 

, ", 
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