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By AARON NATHANS

BS in AU speech

Gore offers Iesponse to Repubhcan oveftlires to'cuttmg PBS’s government funds:

Mr. Rogers stops in
the AU neighborhood

Eagle Bendor Wiitey

Viee Peesidest Albert Gore, Jr came
1o Al todefend publichroadoasting Thues
day, lashing sut at Congressional leaders
for propelling 8 “head-fong rush o con-
demneverything that has been done with
public money.”

"t “Publicbroadvasting v apartof Asii
can ozhure,” fore sald. "People have
grows up wath it we rely on it Tt hgs
educated miltions of American children at
a yearty cost 1o familics of what we spend
gntwo candy bars. And vou try o kil 2,
we will fight you every slep of the way ™

Cuwe’s visit to Kay Chapel, sponsored
Ly the School of Communication, was
joised by sn unaosounced guest that SQC
Dean Sanford §. Ungar said would be
*fonudiy amniliar” to sadienor memnbers -
Frest Rogrers of "Mr. Rogers” Neighbor-
hood,” public” television's longiime
chikdreo's program {see pelated story}.

“It's & beautifi? day in the seighbor
heod,” Gore sald, ackaowledging Bogers
at the start of his adidress, “and I'm glad
the wasther is warming up, A ¢ouple of
woels ago, it was 5o cold | froze s8iff —
and nobidy aaticed.”

The vice president said the new Ro-
publican eadership o the House of Rep-
resentatives is moviag 0 remove noves
Sary goverament support from programs
like "Mr, Rogery Neighborhood™ (ha;
support and educate children.

1 want to point oul thit (he attack an

PBS has not ovcurred in isolation,” Gore

said. “JLis peort of 5 hroad assault on pro-
geams that ensich the lives of American
chiklren, offer them hape for a brighter
wtumandwafwmmwhen o anecloe
can or will.” -

Vico-President Gore angrily mi‘utad the iden of limiting pszblnc bmamsth%g’s fund freg
response to virious factions seeking 1o shrink governmant by eliminating fmai w;:pan of P&S

Gore saidthe RepublicansinCongress -
have been going after public broadeast: 1"
mgmtisi}wsmezeaitha{m@ym\:e :
pursued governmentsubsidized “sthond ,Jui@%r
lunches, mattonat service and summer™.t 050

* B

Hesai w:&i&@é&m with Ameri
p:bupé;bemlxy, they,are “shso-
wmi 75i000 1L was fat & lopic
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By AARON NATHANS
Eagte Sersor Writer

Fred Rogers, longtime hostof PBS's
“Mr, Rogers’ Neighborhood,” joined
Vice President Al Gore i defending
pubiic broadeasting in 4 surprise visit
to Kay Chapel Thursday afternoon,

Rogers led the small, giggly group

- of students, AU administrators and

members of the community In 3 round
of bis trademark song, "Won't You Be
My Neighbor *

His audience captured, ke then
turped (o the subiect of the day —the
mecits of public broadcasting,

“Think of 5]l the young people wh
are influenced by what they see and
bear on TV, Rogers said “What 2
wonderfel giftis it when what they see
clicks with what is inside of them. If

people can fook at TV and get the

snessagethat no matter who weare, we
can make a positive difference in
semeane’s tife, our work as television

procucers will have been worthwhile,”

Rogers said he believes public tele-

viston provides role models that chile
sdren can imitaie and lean valoable

skills from, like reading and whiting,

~frord of children, ...

“What do you love to do? szr:;
Welding? Soulpting? If you do that i
1 canbe oncolth
best gifts you can give them,” Roge:
said

Likening public broadeasting to pa

of the growing process, Rogers turne
o one of his fvorite themes, leacher

- and Joved ooes, to help Hlustrate 1

point

“I'é love to give you ane minuste ¢
silence ia this very busy day to thinky
thase who might have been importan
e you,” Rogers said, and the prow
obliged,

Rogers closed hiy brief addzess b
resding oul of ore's ook wa the env
ronment, *Earth i the Balance.”

“£ne focuses an being Taithivl fo
the futire, It shows a tot of hope whes
yau plant a seed for atree thatwon't b
there untl s o her grandchildre:
&re grown,"” Rodgers read.

“Thank you for such 2 woanderfu
wideome, i's goxd that you've bees
able to use television over e years.”

After the discussivn Was aver,
Eogersioined Gorein the basemeni o
Kay to meet with children o tall sbow
their views on tefevision.
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unnj{ the 19434 czmzpangm R
¥ "Ihopeyou willallowmeta paraphrase
EMr. Rogters when § frame 2 goestion for
Fihove: who wand (o gl pablic broadcast-
&gz, henaid, “The Amerivan pou;ale when
Fihey hear abant this assault on pablic
Bhroadeasting, ixave the i:ﬁf&(zi& tagetthe

1o them about why they're wroog 'sas if
ihfvywanl to sit Huern down and ask them,
kcan you Say ‘children?, Can you say t.‘du-
3 cauon? We w:mi their’ mwﬁse- L

. ;}ﬁb}m radio stalion as a suurce. of educa

The backme {0 public bmaﬁcasun;r
E- i, after i, Tortmunity iavelvernent,” he
'sauﬁ *And who kndws that more than the
2 people on this particular campus, WAME
§ —a pnbh«c mﬁiw sta{tm! that ;:rméirs

Hepublican k@dt:s“.;hip in @ voom and tatk R

Gore ﬁm pomied 5 Aty Mimw\; p

loruams for students wo Ltk about wisleoce
i docal schools and velusieer recryi

 ment drives, in addition to alf e wander

ful propranuming thut it ke avaiable
far this particilyr conmmunity, the entire
Washingrion area. And i#'s the xaoe
pvery ey in Amneries.”

e vice prestdent then Look s a
tresies who bave Iabeked PN as “elitest”
#n accusation which he said is totally
;ml’w:}é«i .
© " *fhere are some wha argue that pub

“He broadeasting ik elitist. Well, that &

simply absurd,” Gore said. “Ask the gar-
ems and Wachers ol ouryoung children il
Mr. Rogers is elitist or if Sesame Sueelis
ehtiss, Their Kids will el you right quick
they don'l want any eptthets applied o
Mr. Rogers.”

Gore said that those whe prispose

privatizaiion reddly ineas commiercinbiza.
fiogs — “and we ! Bnow thal conmercid
broadcasting is v*vaiiy ehfferent from pub-
e Brondenstg” be sid,

After the speeclt, Gore and Rogers
wont o e basenenat of Kay, where
graupel preschoolchildren werewailing.
The two donned Bogons' trademarnk red
sweaters and talked 1o the children about
the kind of television they watch.

*Wedillerent here,” Rogers saidiothe
children. “You wonder if everyiling on

TV cancome ot and visityou, We'reresd

people. Theres a ot of scary things on
TV, but they're just piclures”

While many stodenis were poticcably
excited and pleased by the vice president's
speech, Some were ol in agresment with
his views. Freshoan BEnc Eikenbery said
{are missed the poind of the lssue.

“Since when do we need television to
edugate children? Eikenberg said, “isnl
thas the reie of the parent®™ i

Kim Hodgson, geners! manager of
WAMU, sald that while Gove's supportis
vomforting, he's aot sure if the effectwilt

ktw potent.

*l suppose any statemend rom the
administration on the ssee s helpful, but

-5 doeq spem like the Houseis kind of on

s own track,” Hodgson said. *1 don's
expect the chairman of the House Appro-
priztioss Committee to say, 'Oh, Al Gore
said we were wrong, and change.”
Fewdpson added that Gorg's speech
wascrafted skilifully, and while the speech
chastised Republican leaders for wantiug
toprivatize publicbroadeasting, Hodgson
said H opaned the door for discussion
shontt change in haw PRS is funded.
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