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i _ THE WHITE HOUSE
WA SHEH D TON

August 5, 1983
Denx Byvon:

In yecant years you have devaloped snd pushed 8 concept to
create YRural Developmant Invegtrant Zones® to promota soonomic
developnant and expansion in distrassed rural areas of ocur
gountxy. I have followed your work in this ares, amd I suppert.
the concept and the goals you hava pursusd to Eeing new scenomic
life to rurz) communities which are lsasing jobs and population,

I understand that ths Cunfarsncs Receneiliation pill
gontaing approximately 8180 millien in tax expenditures over five
yarrs and $200 million in enterprise grants over twe years undar
Title XX targetad to thres raral suPovsrment sonas and 30 ruval
enterprise communities. This is e start, snd I hope that we will
be abkle €& use thsse inceantives to lever gubstantisal adlitional
private investment. Mut it 45 not nemrly enough to tackle the
econonic detaricration of rural Assrica.

. Ve alne nead ¢o foouw pore directly on the unigus rural
econonic problems af Sob loss and cutmigration that we hava
witnesged for the last tweilve years. This fecus will help us o
understand the link betwean yural and urban Aserica, uvhere job
loss and sutwigratien from rural sreas contributes to
overcrowding 4ip many uwhan aress. If ws succesd Iin acimulating
deb oppertunities and populstion ¢rowth in zural aress, wve may
witness lass overcrowding and acre dynamic egonomies in urbsn
areas. The vhole country will ke & nat winner if we work
together to achieve such growth in th: overall ecemomy.

. I also know that you have werked hard o ¢his issue far a
ruzber of years, and I Xnow taat yon avre not fully satiafisd with
the forpula and rosources that vare sgread upon for the rural
expowerpent zonos in ths Reeonziliation hill.

AS you know, I have lsng shaved your concern and jnterest in
rural economic and comsunity developmant, I therefore will take
the folloving additional stapsa:

» I ap forming en interaganoy working group on Comsunity
Devalopasnt and Eco £ Bapowernent in rural s»d urban
Aserica, headnd by senioy staff in the White House. Af
part of its charge, I will ask this vorking group to
address the igsue of revitalizing rral conmmities.
The working group will recommend ways to bring business

epportunities and meaningful Jobs to thesa rural aresns
nav sxperiensing subgtantiel job louses and
outajgration.
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. At your suggastion, I viil ask the working group to
study, and to maks recommendatiops, conicerning whether
and to what sxtent infermstion processing, sexviecing
and othar federsl aganey functions can be pariorzad or..
losated i rural ersas; thu gosal wveuld be o deternins
the exstant to which tha federal governmant tan bacone
sore afficiant and sawe wohay, &8 voll as promots nev
developnant and dob oppertunities in sursl aress. I am
particulariy intarasted in this issue becausa mueh of
the high technology, information procassing, and
servicee of the ney estnomy may bo as sfficiantly and
sffectively conductad in rural areas and distressed
inner cities as the fringe of our sxpanding urban
aress.

e

. The working group will also devalop s plon 2o use
exipting funds in the various sconamic development
prograns o gstabligh at leskt twe Rural Devalopzent
Pemonatration Aress. Job logs and cvtmigration
eriteria similay € chat usad in your il B.10%7 will
be inalndad to select the domemstration arcas and o
fovus an Innovative econcmic and copmunity development
initiatives to radrasss the provlems. T belleve that we
vill be able to invest from S0 to 825 pillion in these
dancnatration aress.

a Ae ok loas and outnigrution are indicators of distyess
in wapy rural areas, I will have our counsel datarpine
whether the Zocratary of Agriculture has disaretion to
consider these factors In desigmating rural eapowverssnt
Zoner and enterprise communities under tha
Raconeiliation bill. I he doas not, thes I will
gunppert a sobaseguent amandsent to authoyize
consideyation of such critevia in designating nuoral
zones and pomsunitiss in the Zuture.

. T would like you to make your insights and expariensa
aveilable to the working grovp, in developing
insowvative approaches to address the needs of
distrasgod rural areag, I &m committed to having our
Adninistration work ¢1oaui§§with tha Congress in
sddresaing these oriticai lssuas for the futurs of the
countyry. Iu that gpirit, I hope that you and
Congressaan Durdbin will be sciive 4n this fall’s summit
on rural issums that I heve asked Secrotary Empy to
eocrdinate. In addition, I hope that you and your
staff alpo will work slosely wvith Bob Naah, Under
Bocretary for Small Cormonitvy and Rural Developmant,
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and BBA Administratoy Zrukine Bowles: Y think yeu will
fing, as I Aid in zy years ss Goveraor in Arkansas,
that thay are two of the most imovetive, expearienced
and effoctive psople in tho oountry evar to work en .
thaxe issuns, .

Byrun, I sppracists botk your support and CONCNTNS .

Rest asgured that ay lens, and that of the mkmtqmup, will
focus on the unigque probless snd opporvmnities of rarpl Anarica.
Froan Zy years a8 Soverner of Arkansss, T know firsthand that whan
geupla santt £ind work in rural America, they 4s prok up and
save. An & result, logs of jobe and cutaigration reflect
distrany in rural areax. With your continund help and support,
we can work togethar to s2live thase jmportant rursl development
problans and duild & beitar future for the antire country,

gincerely,
| \/51 AA (.oz(m;wﬁ.u-_\_b

. The Honorabla Byren Dorgan
Tnited States Senste

Warkington, D.&.  ZOSLD
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