
THE WHlTE HOUSE 

WASHI!'o;GTON 

May ::'8, 2000 

Warm greetings to everyone gathered in o~r nation!s 
capital to celebrate Small Busir.ess i-veek, 200:::. 

As America!s small business entrepreneurs, you are the 
cornerstone of our free enterprise system. You generate more 
than half of our gross domestic product and employ S2 percent 
of the private sector work force. You create the majority of 
new jobs in our country -- 20 million just since :993 -- and 
you represent 96 percent of all U.S. companies ~n export trade. 

My Administration is committed to helping our nation's 
25 million small businesses to grow and prosper, and I am proud 
of what we have been able to accomplish in the last seven years. 
Working in partnership with the SBA, we have backed more than 
$70 billion in small business loans - - more than the previous 
25 years combined. We have tripled the number of loans to 
minorities and women since 1993. And we have set aside billions 
of dollars in federal contracts for small businesses and backed 
more than half of all the venture capital investments in small 
business. 

As we look ahead to the challenges of the new century, Small 
Business Week offers us the opportunity to thank you for your 
outstanding contributions to the life of our nation. Your hard 
work and perseverance are an inspiration to all Americans, and on 
behalf of your fellow citizens, I thank you for helping to build 
a stronger, more prosperous natior. for us all. 

Best '.... ishes £0:::- a wonderful week, 



U.S. SMALL BUSIUE:SS AOMIN15TRAT10N 

WASHINCTON, D,C. ,0415 


01'£10::1: or 'Tke AO~lN!.sffl"'TOR 

i\by 22, 2000 

Dear National Sriall Bns.incss Wcek 2000 attendees: 

Wdcome to \V!l$hing:on ana National Small Business Week 2000. This is that special time of 
the year when we C<l1l slop for a mOment to recognil.c your achievement"_: look forwm·d to meeting 
each of the Ntltional Small Business Winners over the nexl few days. My special thanks 10 om 

,many S!3A par~net'$< corporate sponsors and our hardwol'king SBA slaff. 

Thi:; is an exciting time for America's smull bus~nesscs.. Our n"tion IS enjoying the !ongest period 
or economic growth in our history. [! ',> no secret ihat small businesses MC helping to drive this 
economy. We arc cnlering a Ilew century with the energy, strength and innovlItion necessary 10 
continue rhis economic growth and PfOS~rity. 

I am especially proud of this Admlilistration's accomplishments 10 help provide you with the 
capital, technical assist~l!1ce and opportunities you need 10 succeed in tochly'S marketplace, We ha.ve 
provided historic levels ofassistance to small businesses; expanded access to capitaL federul 
procurement and intenlatiollalmarkcts; fHHI introduced lax and regulatory re:ieC President Clinton 
and Vice. Presidcnl Gore nrc good friends to small business owners, 

Las! year) SBA guaranteed mOrC llla:1 $12 b::lion in 1v<"\flS to lllorC than 50,000 b1.lsincssc!> We 
helped Cpo.:l1 the door to more than 3,000 C<lpilal investments :otaling $~.2 billion. We pro\'ided 
techllkal assistance to mon..' than 900.000 smal! businesses. In time of disaster, we provided l~lOre 
than 36.000 loans to help businesses rebuild and 10 kcep people workins, 

Th'! SBA is yOllr voice for smull busi1"!cs$, We increased the go\crnmenl-wide goal of federal 
procurement from small bU5l11esscs. We doubled the funding ~or Wcmen's Business Centers. We're 
rcachi:1.g out to shofe the economic prosperity with our inner cities, rural areas and :--':ative American 
reserv/lli{lns through the HubZone pmgnl1l' and the President's New Mark ..·t;; !nitimives. We arc 
customer driven and we nre commitled to prov'idbg Amcr!-c.a's smal: businesses v·lith the best service 
possible. 

Again, welco:ne to National Small Business Week 2000, 

Sincerely, 

Aida r\IV:lfCz 

Adminlsll"dlor 
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Clintoll Presidential Records 

I)igital I~ecunls Marker 


:''''':'::::.H","$ "'::~.IGU;m;;rmmr:t;j!Giis!.Q ..m Jj IQIWi4*itQft"""I'3jMiii11i"pII1lWlmtmr'liIf fi!l!".... M 

Thi:; is not a presidcnlial record. This is lIsed as an administrative 
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Starr. 

This marker identities the place 01· a publication . 

• -
Publications havc not been scanned in their entirely t(lr lhe purpos<: 
of digilization. To sce Ihe full publication pkase search onlinc or· 

visit the Clinton Presidential Library's Research Rooln. 

::a;m,p:nCtt,.: til '¥IAz;crm:n1'ttSI:2mif ,1 ZI" illS Ra:;mU=IA3:11L\<t!A tOUSie.aundlli' mi... tap'.' 5111.,,#6,,'.; "j'M·teI , FAI ••W'GR ... 
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