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e Weleanie to Washington and National Simall Busipess Week 2004, This is that speciai time of
the year when we can stop for minmient 1o recognive your schievements. ook forwaid to mestiog
oL each of the Natiopad Small Bugsness Winners over the next fow davs. My special thanks to our

r many S13A partners, corporate sponsers ind sur hardworking SBA staff,

. .

N This is an exciting lime Tor America’s emall businesses. Ouor aation s enjoying the losgest periwd
of econome growth in our history, [U's 5o secret that smald businesses are helping & drive this
.'*.'.f‘ egonomy. We are pitering 4 new cotury with the epergy, strength and innovation necessary
continue this econontic growth and prosperity,

o especially proud of this Admindstration’s accomphishnents 1o help provide you with the
capital, leehnigal agsistones aad opportunitios you secd © Succeed 1 today s marketplace,  We have
o provided historic fovels of assistance 1o siwlt businesses, expanded access o capital, federal
procureiient and inwraational markets; and introducesd wax and regulatory refiell Prosidest Clintan

" and Vice Prestdent Oore are good friends o small business owners.

e
B Last year, SBA guaranteed more than $12 billion in loans 10 more han 50.000 businesses. We

t ' ' - - : . . = r IR 3 H
. helped vpen the doer 1o mwore tan 3,000 copital irvestmenis tetaling 54.2 billion, We provided
peeimcal assistance to anre than 900,080 small businesses. In tme of disaster, we provides) more

than 36,001 loans to help businesses rebuild and to keep people working.
. The SBA is yore veice Tor small business. We increased the govenunent-wide goat of ledees!
Ve procurement from small busisesses. We doubled the fundmg tor Women™s Business Ceaers. Wolre
S resching ovt to share the ceonomic prospeeity with ouwr innr eitios, rarak areas aud Native American
N reservations througls the HubZone progrsm aad 1he President’s New Markets nitintives. We are
g customer deiven angd we are commitiod to providing Amenca’s small busheesses with 1he best service
- possible,
i Again, weleane 1o National Small Business Week 2000.
Sincerely,

/ém{z ,éé’::fw »
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASTHINGTON

May 18, 20090

Warm greebingg Lo everyvone gathered in our nation's
capital to celebrate Small Business Week, 2000.

As Ameyrica's small business entreprensurs, you are the
cornerstoneg of ocur free enterprise system. You generate more
than half of our gross domestic product and smploy 52 percent
of the private ssctor work force., You create the matority of
new Iobs in our oountry -- 20 millicon just since 1983 -~ and
you regprasent %€ percent of all U.S. companies in sexpori trade.

My Administration is commitied to helping cur nation's
25 million small businsases Lo grow and prosper, and I am proud
of what we have been able Lo accomplish in the last seven ysars,
Working in partnership with the SBA, we have backed more {han
§70 billion in smell business lcoans -- more than vthe previous
28 vears combined. We have tripled the number of loang to
minorities and women gince 1993, And we hnave set asgide billions
of dollars in federal contracts for small businesses and bhacked
more than half of all the venture capital investments in small
husiness.

aAs we look ahead to the challenges of the new century, Small
Busginess Week offers ug the opportunity to thank you for your
outstanding contributions te the life of our nation. Your hard
work and perseverance are an inspiration to all Americane, and on
behalf of vour fellow citizens, I thank you for helping to build
a stronger, more prospercus nation for us all.

Best wighesn for a wonderful week,.

T Cliskois—
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