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DID YOU KNOW THAT... 
ttl' We served more than 48 million people in 1999 

(page 30) 

t/ Social Security benefits were awarded to 3.9 million 
persons (page 12) 

• 	
t/ Social Security accounted for 38% of total income 

for aged persons (page 6) 

V' Social Security kept 39% of aged persons out of 
poverty (page 8) 

V' Social Security and Supplemental Security Income kept 
1.1 million children out of poverty (page 35) 

V' Women accounted for 58% of adult Social Security 
beneficiaries (page 19) 

t/ The average age of Disability Insurance beneficiaries 
has fallen fromjust over 57 in 1960 to 50.6 (page 18) 

II Disability was the reason'for paying 79% of 551 
recipients (page 26) . 



fAST fACTS & fiGURES ABOUT SOCIAL SECURITY 
We live in an era known as the Information Age. but finding exact numbers or 
answers to specific questions can be a dauntjng task. One can sift Ihrough vast 
amounts of information online or in printed publications and 5tHI have difficulty 
finding the relevant fact Or statistic, As Commissioner of Social Security. I wanl you to have 
the answers to your most frequently asked questions about our programs at your fingertips. 

Fast facts & Figures Abour Sociat Security is a one"stop source of information about the. 
programs SSA administers-the people they serve, the benefits they provid~, and a sense 
of what the income means to beneficiaries and recipients, It presents brief narratives and 
easy-lo-unf1erstand charts about the most important aspects of the retirement, survivors, and 
disability insurance programs-from general information, such as thp. age for full retirement 
benefits, to statistical profiles of the beneficiary population. A special section on the income 
of the aged highlights the importance or Social Security benefits as a major source of income. 
This booklet also provides information about the aged, blind, and disabled persons who 
receive payments under Supplemental Security Income-another program administered by 
our agency. 

I believe that this booklet will prov~ useful to people interested in understanding the value 
and scope of SSA's programs. For more deHliled inrormation, please visit our Web sile 
<WW.JV,ssa,gov>. 

Kenneth S, Apfel 
Commissioner of SOCia! Security 
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FOREWORD 
The Socia! Security program, from its beginning to the present. has been the subject of serious 
discussion and sometimes vigorous debate, Today, as we embari\ on <3. national dialogue 
about the fUlure direction of Social Security. we need 10 base the discussion on mformation 
that is Factual. informative, and easy to comprehend. 

FaSi facts & Figures answers the most frequently asked questions about the programs SSA 
administers. It highHghts basic program data for the Sodal Security (retlrement. survivors, 
and disability) and Supplemental Security trlcome programs. Most of the data come from the 
Annual Statistical Supplement to the Soclaf Security Bulletin, which contains more than 250 
detailed tables. The information on the income of the aged is (rom the biennial data 
compilation Income of fhe Popularlon 55 or Older. 

The faces that emerge from these facts and figures illustrate the importance of Social Security 
for our oldest to our youngest ~itizens. In recent years, for example, it has kept 30% of our 
aged and 1,1 million children out of poverty. In all, more than 48 million people have 
received some type of benefit or assistance, 

The more detailed information conti'linf~d in the Supplement and tncome of (he Population 55 
or Older is available on our Web site <www.ssa.gov/poHcy>, ror questions pertaIning 
to the data in this document, p!ease e-mail alexander.Lestrin@ssa,gov or telephone him at 
202·358·6219, 

Paul N. Van de Wafer 
Associate Commissioner 

for ResearCh. Evaluation, and Statistics 

mailto:alexander.Lestrin@ssa,gov
www.ssa.gov/poHcy
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ABBREVIATIONS 
AIME 
DI 
HI 
OASDI 
OASI 
ORES 
PIA 
SSA 
SSI 

Average Indexed Monthly Earnings 
Disability Insurance 
Hospital Insurance 
Old-Age, Survivors, and Disability Insurance 
Old-Age and Survivors Insurance 
Office of Research, Evaluation, and Statistics 
Primary Insurance Amount 
Social Security Administration 
Supplemental Security Income 



GENERAL INFORMATION, 2000 
fa»\: rates· 

Employer and 
Program employee, each Self-emplDyed 

lotal 7.65% 15.30% 
QASI Ii. ;l.() 10.60 
DI .90 1.UO 
HI 1.45 ;)~O 

• Sodal Setorily tax lor employer; ,~r:d sclf*mpjoyed can be palucll" offset under ~m::ome lax mles. 

Average w~ge index· 
199B $2l:l.861 

1999 ies:imated) 30,299 
2000 (e\iimated) 31,68& 
• Omen of the Chief Atw?ry. SSA. 

Maximum earnings sUbject to Socjal Security taxes 
OASDI $76.200 
HI No limit 

Taxes payable 
Eamer OASI 01 HI 

Average earner $1,57!) $285 $459 
Maximum earner 4,039 686 Nflllrnil 

Self·employed mnximum earner 8,077 1,372 No Ilnut 

Quarters of coverage (work credits) 

$780 in eart1logs equals 1 qUR!'Ier of coverage (or 1 credit) 

$3,120 is the maximum eflmings needed for 4 quarters of covcregfJ (or 4 credits) pm yf!;U 


Retirement earniflij'$ les1 
Ago Annually Monthly 

Under age 65 ($1 for $2 withholding rl.'lte) $10,080 $840 
Calendal year attammg aRe 65 ($1 for $3 withholding lalu) 11,000 1,417 
Alter calendar year attaining age 65 or older Nahmi! No limit• 



GENERAL INFORMATION, 2000 
Age ror full retirement benefit 

Applicable to workers who 
Futl benefit at age- attain iIIge 62 in ye.ar

65 and 2 monltls 2000 
65 and 4 monlh~ ?OO1 
65 and 6 months 2002 
65 and 8 months 2003 
65 and lU momhs 2004 
66 2005-201$ 
66 and 2 months 2017 
66 and 4 months 2018 
66 and 6 months 2019 
66 and 8 months 2020 
66 and 1a months 2021 
67 2022 i:lnd later 

Benefit formula bend points (for workers who in 2000 attain age 62. 
beeD-me disabled, O'r die before age 62) 
Primary insurance amount equals: 

90% of the firSI $531 of AiME, plus 
32% of AIME allCf $531 through $3,202, plus, 
15% of AIME ()\Ief $3,202 

Maximum family mmefit eql.l'als: 
150% of the firs: $579 of PIA, plus 
272% of PIA Qver $679 through $980, pluS 
134% or PIA Gllt11 $980 through $1,27B, plUS 
'i75% of PIA Oller $1,278 

Substantial gainful activity (used for determining eligibility for 
and continuation of disability benertts) 
Larnings of $ 700 per month tor nonbiind disabled persons 
f,.,rnings of $1,110 per month for blind persons 

OASDI administrative expenses· 
Costs as a percentage 01 contributions in fiscal year 1999: 0.7% 
•1'000 Tr(J$lees' Report. 



GENERAL INFORMATION, 2000 

Trust fund operations· 

[In billions) 
Fund at 

Calendar year Income Outgo end of year 
1999 (actual) 

GASI $457.0 $339.9 $798.8 
DI 69.5 53.0 97.3 

2000 (estimated) 

GASI 487.0 353.8 932.0 
DI 78.7 56.5 119.5 

·2000 Trustees' Report. 

Benefit payments as a percentage of gross domestic product 
Calendar year Total OAS) 01 

1998 4.28 3.73 0.55 
1999 4.17 3.62 0.56 

Filed in fiscal year 1999 
OASI claims· 3.1 million 

01 claims 1.5 million 

SSI applications 1.6 million 

'OASI claims exclude those filed by disabled widow(er)s and disabled adult children 
of retired or deceased workers, which are included in the 01 claims. 

551 federal payment standard, 2000 
$512 individual 

$769 couple 

Poverty thresholds· 
1999 

Family unit 1997 1998 (preliminary) 
Aged individual $7,698 $7,818 $7,990 
Family of two, aged head 9,712 9.862 10.070 
Family of four 16,400 16,660 17,184 
·U.S. Census Bureau. 



5.30.000 

INCOME OF THE AGED POPULATION 
Size of Income 

Medlan income ot aged 1962 and 1998 

Median annual income for both married couples and nonmarried persons increased markedly 
from 1962 (the earliest year for which data arc available) to 1998" Evon after <3djusting for 
inHnlinn me{iian income rOSf! 95% for married couples and 98% for nonmarried persons. 

Median income of uged units (1998 doUars) 

II Married II NOflril<1rricd 
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INCOME OF THE AGED POPULATION f" ,I,' u"'";il";V':"'"'J ~'" 
' y' '"1" 'J"'" ,~. '.", II"h:..'l>.:;1t.," ,;}t '".Receipt of Income r~ , ,i!~~~~~'~ i~~~~1~~~'-.-;Sources of income, 1962 and 1998 

Social Security benefits. whjch were the most common SOurce of income in 1962, are now 
almost universal. The proportion Qf aged units with asset Income. the next mOSi common 
source, has grown from about one-half to nearly two-thirds. Ov~r the 36·ycar period, receipt 
of private pensions has morc than tripled and receipt of government pensions has increased 
by over 50%, A smaller proportion of couples and nonmarrled persons aged 65 or older 
received earnings in 1998 than In 1962, 

Percentage of aged units reeeiving inQome 
from various sources 

III 196? 111998 
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INCOME OF THE AGED POPULATION 

Shares of Aggregate Income 

Proportion of Income from various sources, 1962 and 1998 

In 1962, Socia! Security, private and government employee pensions, income from assets, 
and earnings made up only 84% of the total income of the aged, compared with 97% in 
1998. Although private pensions still accounted fOf only a small proportion of total income in 
1998, they more than tnpled their share in the period-from 3% to 10%. The share from 
earnings declined from 28% to 21 %, 

Percentage of aggregate income of the aged rrom various sources, 1998 
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INCOME OF THE AGED POPUlATION 
Reliance on Social Security 

Imporlance of benefits, 1998 


The OASOI program paid benefits to 90% of those aged 65 or older in 1998. 
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It was Ihe 
major source of income (providing at least 50% of total income) ror 63% of the beneficiary 
units (couples or nOllmarried persons). and it was the only sOlm;e of income for 1 B%, 

Percentage of benerreiary units W'ith Social Security 
benefits as a major source of income, 1998 
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INCOME OF THE AGED POPULATION 
Benefits Affect Poverty 

Benelits reduce poverty rales, 1998 

About two·fifths of the aged were kept out of poverty by Social Security benefits in 1998, a 
proportion that varies little by marital status or race. Overall, 9% of aged beneficiaries were 
poor; ~ithout Social Security. the total poverty rate would have been 48%. (Data are based 
on family income rather than aged person income 10 conform to official measures of poverty.) 

Aged unUs and poverty status 

~ Kept out of poverty Poor even with 

om with Social Security • Social Security 


Total Married Nonmarried White Sleck 
beneficIaries 



OASDI PROGRAM 
Workers and Insured Status 

Workers wilh taxable eGlrnings, 1937-99 

In 1999. 152 million workers had earnings in employment covered by the Social Security 
program. Of these workers, 6% had earnings that equaled Of exceeded the maximum 
amount currently subject to Social Security taxes, compared with 3% when the program 
began and a peak of 35% in 1965. About 85% of Ihe earnings of workers in {;overed 
employment were taxablp. in 1999, compared with 92% in 1937. 

PerClentage of f;overed workers with maximum earnings 
and perc:entage of earnings taxable 
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OASDI PROGRAM 

Workers and Insured Statu, 

Insured workers, 1970-2000 

Of persons aged 20 or older, Ihe percentage insured for benefits has steadily increased over 
lime. The percent permanently insured (those with enough covered work experience to Quami' 
for retired-worker benefits at retirement age) rose from 50% in 1970 to 69% in 2000. The 
percentage fully insured increased from 77% to 88%, To be fully insured, a worker must have 
at least one quarter of coverage rOi each year elapsed after 1950 (or age 21, if later) and 
before the year in which he or she attains age 62 or becomes disabled. To be insured for 
disability, the worker must be fully insured and have at least 20 quarters of coverage during 
the last 40 quarters. (Requirements for currently insured status are somewhat different for 
persons younger than age 31 .) 

Insured workers, aged 20 or older, as a percentage of the corresponding popUlation, 1970-2000 

PopulaUon "Permanently Fully Insured for 
'l<>ar' (Tn minions." insured: insured di5ability 

1970 135,2 50 77 52 
1975 147.5 50 eo 54 
1980 162,0 53 83 58 
1985 175,1 57 84 60 
1990 166,0 63 86 62 
1995 194.7 66 87 64 
2000 204,8 69 88 86 
"As or Duecmbcr 31 . 

• 'TM po;llilalkm in the Social Socurlty area Includes residents or (he 50 states and the District of Columllla: clv~II,," rr.sldr.nt~ of 
AmerIcan Samoa, Guam, N()rtnern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands: federal civilian employees and Armed rorccs; 
abroad aod their tk!pendenl$; crew membett of mefchant ve$$el$; Mel <lI1i Olher U,S, cltlzel'!S eO(Oad. 

Source: Off'ice of the Chief Actuilry. $SA. 

http:rr.sldr.nt


OASDI PROGRAM 
Workers and Insured Status 

Insured status, by'sex. 1970 and 2000 

Although men are more likely than women to be insured, the gender gap is shrinking, The 
proportion of men insured has remained essentially stable, with 93% fully insured and about 
73% insured for disability. By Contrast. the proportion of women insured has increased . 
dramatically-from 63% to 83% for lhose fully Insured and from 33% to 60% for those 
insured for disability. 

Percentage of pO&Ulation aged 20 or older 
insured for bene Its. by sex
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OASDI PROGRAM 

New Benefit Awards 

Benefits awarded, 1999 

Benefits were awarded to 3.9 milHon persons in 1999, rorty-three percent were retired 
workers and 16% were disabled workers, The remaining 41% were survivors and/or 
dependents of workers-that is, spouses and children of retired or disabled workers Wtl0 

received benefits based on the worker's earnings recOld. 

Awards, 1999 
Total number Total 

Type of beneficiary (in thousands) percent 
New awards 3,917 100 

Retired workers and dependents 2,055 52 
Workers 1.690 43 
Spouses and children 375 9 

Di$(lo1ed workers and dependents 1,045 27 
Workers 621 15 
SpOJS8S and children 42. 11 

Survivors of deceased workers 807 21 

Percentage of benefits avvarded. 1999 

woi1ters workers and/or dependents 
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~:' (.. -:"I:,l-·-, .. lP.:.Jt.'~ . "'r[INew Benefit Awards 
'ItUir.:' . ,),,;i "-·"1" ,; ), l,;,:.U.tlti:.ll.< i!",'i fi : 
'- • :/ ~I::' :,;.;..;:" ~ Benefits awarded to workers, 1960-99 

Benefits awarded to retired workers have increased considerably since 1960 but 
proportionately much less than benefits to disabled workers, The pauerns of growth have also 
differed. Relired-worker awards rose steadily during the first half of the period, then leveled 
off around 1980 and have slnce decllrled slightly. Disabledworker awards increased rapidly 
untillhe late seventies, then declined considerably for about a decade, resuming their growth 
during the nineties. 

Awards 
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OASDI PROGRAM 

Benefits in Current·Payment Status 

Persons receiving monthly boncfits, December 1999 

More than 44 mil!lon persons were receiving monthly Social Security benefits in 
December 1999, Of those, the majority were retired workers, 

Benefit receipt, by type of Ileneficiary 

Total number 
Type of beneficiary {in thousands} Total portent 

Total with bern;fils in 
current-payment :JbtuS 44,596 100 

ReUred workers and dependents 31,028 69 
Workers 27,775 62 
Spouses and children 3,253 7 

Disabled workers and dependents 5,524 15 
Worke:s 4,8/9 11 
Spouses and children 1,544 4 

Survivors of deceased worken 1,044 16 

Per~ntage of beneficiaries in c;urrent~payment st.atu!r-

Survivors of -~~~, 
deceased worker'" 

16% 

Disabled 
workers 

11% 

kelirm.J wmltl1r~ 
Spouses i.:lnd children of 62% 

retired and disabled workers 
11% 
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OASDI PROGRAM 
Benefit Amouots 

Average amount of newly awarded benefits and benefits in current-payment 
statu~. 1999 

Benefits payable to workers who retire at the normal retirement age and to disabled workers 
are equal [0 100% or the PIA (subject to any applicable deductions). At the normal retirement 
age, widows benerits are also payab~e at 100% of the insured worker's PIA. Nondisabled 
widows and widowers can receive reduced beneflts at age 60. Disabled widow benefits arc 
payable (with a greater reduction) at age 50. Spouses, children, <md parents receive smaller 
proportions of the worker's PIA than widows do. 

Average monthly benefit amounts, 1999 

Type of beneficiary 
Retired workers 

Spouses 
Children 

m$.abled work.ms 

Spouses, 
Children 

Survivor~ 

NQndl~8hled WIdows and widowers 

Disabled widows and wiaowers 

Widowed mOl:hers and fathers 

&nviving children 

Parents 

Now Current-payment 
award! amount 

1795 $804 
338 411 
3.<;.1 373 

783 7;4 
207 lag 
212 21& 

715 175 
502 500 
569 565 
539 526 
688 674 
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OASDI PROGRAM 
Benefit Amounts 

Hypothetical benefit amounts, 2000 

A covered worker wrlO had worked continuously at low wages (45% of average national 
wag\:::ls) and who claimed benefits at age 62 in January 2000 would have received a monthly 
bcneftt or $518, One who had earnings at or above the maximum amount sUbjeCt to Social 
Security taxes and who claimed benefits at age 65 would have received $1,433, 

Hypothetiul benem amounts for III person who 
clairtu~d benefits in January 2000" 

III Age 52 III Age 65 

low earner 

Average earner 

earner 

MaXimum earner 

• tow e1>lrirlgs are defined as 45% of the mlu01lai overage VllIg!! moex, tlYCf1iIge ~amif1gs are eqval \Q tI'HlI irnJex, 
high ea''';ng$ are 160% <;lIthe index, ami ma~irnl!m _rrlings are equal ttl IN! OASOI rontrlWio,l ~fld I¥:!fI~N$ b8.&. 

Source: OUke of tile Chfl>i Aru,<'(y. $$A, 



OASDI PROGRAM 
8eneficiaries by Age 

Age of persons receivfng benefits. December 1999 

Some 81 % or all OASOI beneficiaries with benefits in current-payment status were aged 62• 
or older in December 1999, Among OASI beneficiaries, 93% were 62 or older. Among 01 
beneficiaries (disabled workers and their spouses and children), most were under age 62. 

Per~ntage of benefi¢inries, by age 

III Aged fi5 Of older II Aged 18-61 

II Aged 6? ·64 II Under age 18 

68% 
8'% 

OASI 01 

hoOMls may no( ~ 1<>1GW1 w.. lit> ,oon<ling. 
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OASDI PROGRAM 
Beneficiaries bv Age 

Age of disabled-worker beneficiaries. 1960-99 

The average age of disabledworker benellciaries in current-payment status has declined 
substantially since 1960, when 01 benefits first became avalJabJe to persons younger than 
age 50. In that year, the average age of a disabled worker was 57,2 years, By 1980, it 
had fallen to 53.2, and in 1999, the average age was 50.6 years. 

Avet"age ago of di$Ubfed-worker beneCteiaries. 

1900 1005 1970 1975 1980 1UBe> 1990 1995 1999 



OASDI PROGRAM 
Beneficiaries by Sex 

• 
Sex of persons receiving monthly benefits. December 1999 

Of all adulls recelv!ng monthly Social Security benefits at the end of 1999, 42% were men• 
and 58% were women, More than 80% of the men and more than 55% of the women 
received retired-worker benefits, Slightly less than one-fourth of the women received SU(vivOrS 
benefits, 

Percentage Of adult be.... eficiaries, by sox 

II Retired workers 

III Disabled workers 

• 
Men 

II Srouses and widowers II AdlJlt $lJrvivo~ 
of worklH5 

II Sp{)US!}$ of workers 0 Oisabred ndul: chilrlrefl 

1% 

'Women 



OASDI PROGRAM 
Sex 

< 
Average monthly benefit amounts, December 1999 

Among retired and disabled workers who collected benefjts based on their own worK record, • men received a higher average monthly benefit than women. For those who collected benefits 
based on another person's work record (spouses and survivors), women had higher average 
benefils, 

Average monthly benetit by sex, December 1999 
Type of benefICiary Men Women 
rotal $884 $665 


Rellred workers 905 698 

Spouses ?J!) 413 


Oi$a.bted worker;. 846 630 

Spouses 145 '190 

SurvIvors 
Noodlsabled widows 
and widowers 572 776 

Disabled widt)W9 

and widowers 340 504 


Mmhers and fathers 474 570 


• 

• 



OASDI PROGRAM 
Beneficiaries by Sex 

Womenworker beneficiaries, 1940-99 

The proportion of women among retircdworker beneficiaries has quadrupled since 1940. 
The proportion of women among disabled-worker beneficiaries has more than doubled 
since 1957, when beneHts first became payable to disabled workers, 

Percentage of women-worker bflnefiQiaries. 1940-99 

-&- Retimd workers ......... Disabled workers 
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OASDI PROGRAM 
Dual Entitlement 

Dual entitlement, 1980-99 

The proportion of women aged 62 or older who are receiving benefits as dependents (that is. 
on the basis of their husband's earnings record onry) has been declining-from 57% in 1960 
to 35% in 1999. At the same time, the proportion of woman with dual entitlement (thaI is. 
paid on the basis of both their own earnings record and that of their husband) 11as been 
increasing-from 5% in 1960 to 27% in 1999, 

Receipt of benefits by women at age 62. or older, 1999 

• Dependents only • Dual entitlement • Workers Qn~y 
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SSI PROGRAM 

Recipients 

Historical comparison. by age, 1974-99 

ShOrtly alter the SSI program began In 1974. the number of persons receiving federally 
admln"lster'ed payments roso to 4 million. It remained at about that level until the mid·1980s, 
then rose through the mid·1990s. In 1999, it stood at nearly 6.6 million. 

Persons receiving federally administered SSI payments 
Total number T(lt~1 number 

Deeember (in thousands) DHenlber (in thousand!!.) 

1914 3,216 198e 4,464 
1976 4,326 1990 4.81 ] 
1978 4.217 1992 5,566 
1980 4,142 1994 6,296 
198?: 3,85B 1996 6.614 
1984 4,029 1998 6.566 
1986 4,269 1999 6.557 

Persons receiving federally administered SSt payments 
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SSI PROGRAM 
Payment Amounts 

Average monthly payments, by age group, December 1999 

The average federally administered SSI payment was $369 in December 1999, Payments. 
varied by age group, Hmging rrom an average of $450 for those under 18 to $293 for 
recipients aged 65 01' older. 

Aver~gQ mQnth1y SSI paylTlenl amount
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SSI PROGRAM 
Federally Administered Payments 

Recipients by type of payment, December 1999 

Over 6 million persons received federally administered 551 payments in December 1999. 
Most received federal 551 only. States have the option of supplementing the federal benefit 
rate and are required to do so if that rate does not equal the income the recipient would have 
had under the former state program. 

Percentage of recipients, by type of payment 

Federal 551 and 

state supplementation 


33% 

Federal SSI only 
63% 

Federally 

administered state 


supplementation only* 

4% 

• Excludes Slale·adminlstered state supplementation. 



SSI PROGRAM 

Basis for Eligibility 

Recipients by basis for eligibility and age. December 1999 

One-fifth of SSI recipients have been awarded benefits on the basis of age; most of the rest on 
the basIs of disability. One-third of U1C recipicnts were aged 65 or oldor. In the SSI 
pmgram-unlike the OASDI program~a disabled recipient can be aged 65 or older, (DI 
benoficiaries are converted to the retirement program when they attain age 65.) 

551 recipients, 
by baSI$ for elig

' 
ibility 

Aged 
20% 

Blind 
1% 

Dishble(l 
7!1% 

SSI recipients, 
by age Ur'lder 18 

Aged 65 Of older 
11% 

Aged 18-64 
56% 



SSI PROGRAM 
Recipients by Age 

Historical comparison, by age, 1974-99 

The proportion of SS! recipients aged 65 or older has declined from 61 % in January 1974 to 
31% In December 1999" The long-term growth of the SSI program has occurred because of 
an increase in the number of disabled recipients, most of whom are under age 65. 

Percentage of S51 recipients aged 65 or older 
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SSI PROGRAM 
Recipients by Sex and Age 

Distriblllion by sex and age, December 1999 

Overall, 59% of the SSI recipients in December 1999 were women, but this varied by age 
group" Women accounted for nearly three-fourths of recipients aged 65 or older, over half of 
those aged 18-64, and over a third of those under age1R 

Number' and ~«;entage of 551 reeipients. by sex and ago 
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SSI PROGRAM 
Other Income 

Type of other income received, December 1999 

Nearly two·thirds of aged 551 recipients received OASDI benefits in December 1999, as 
did about one-third of those aged 18-64 and 7% of those under age 18. Other' types of 
unearned income, s(Jch as veterans' pensions or income from assets, also occurred most 
frequently among those aged 65 or older (16%). while earned income was mosl prevalent 
(7%) among those 18--64. 

Percentage with other imome. by :source and age 
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OASDI AND/OR SSI 

All Beneficiaries 

Receipt of OASDI and SSI payments, December 1999 

More than 48 million persons received a payment from Social Secur ity in December 1999. 
Most (42.2 million) received OASDI benefits only; about 4.2 million received SSI only: and 
?.4 million received payments from both programs. 

Receipt of OASOI and/or SSI 

Type ot benefi;iary Number (in thousands) 

Tota! receiving OASDI and/nr Sst 48.770 


Total fl.lt:eiving OASOI 4<1,596 
Receiving OASDI only 42.213 

Tota! receiving SSI 6.551 
Re.ceiving SSI only 4,173 

Receiving both OASDI and S$! 2,383 

Number receiving OASDI and/or SSt 

Tolal 48.8 million 

only only 

, 




OASDI AND/OR SSI 
Beneficiaries Aged 65 or Older 

Receipt of OASI and/or SSlaged benefits, December 1999 

Aged or survivo(s benefits were paid to 32.9 million persons aged 65 or older in 
December 1999, About 1.2 million of them received both OASl and SSt 

Receipt of OASI and!or SSI aged benefits 

Type of beoofi~ary Number fm thousands) 
Aged 65 or older, total (unduplkaled) 32.938 

OASt IOIaI* 32,125 
Retired workers 25.304 
Spouses 2.414 
Nandisabletj widow(erh 4.280 
Disabled adult <:hiklren agnct 65 or older 63 

SSt, total" 2,019 
Rct;eiving S51 only 813 
Concurrently receiving both OASl and SSI 1,206 

"lotal includes 4,800 persons Who fC(:(!fV(!O cntlef dependent perenl:l benefits, ~pecial age-72 
benefits, or mothers/fathers benefits . 

•• jfll::tu~ 710.600 disabled and blind 551 redplenB 391:\() 65 or olaec 

, 




OASDI AND/OR SSI 
Disabled Beneficiaries 

Receipt of disability payments, December 1999 

Payments based on the- beneficiary's own d.isablllty were made to 9.1 million persons under 
age 65 in December 1999. About 37% of them received payments from the S51 program 
only, 50% received payments from the OASDI program only, and 13% received payments 
from both programs. 

Receiving OASDI and/or SSI disability payments 

Type of payment Number (in thousands) 

Tolal 9,097 


OASDI disability 5,736 
Disabled workers 4,879 
Disabled children aged 1 R-64 658 
Dj~abled widow(er)s 199 

OASDI disability only 4,559 

SSI disability" 4,538 
Sbnd and diJ.flblml aged 18-64 3,691 
Bllnd and disabled under <J'9e: 18 847 

55l disability only 3,361 

Both OASOI iIDd SSI 1,177 

"Total excludes 710,600 dlsahloo and blind 55] uX:lphmts aged 65 or older. 

Number reeeiving disabilUy payments 

• lota19.1 million 

only Oilly 



CHILDREN AND SOCIAL SECURITV 

Children and OASOI 

Current receipt, December 1999 

Over 3 million children under age 18 and students aged 18-19 received OASDI benefits in • 
December 1999-about half of them as the children of deceased workers. These children 
had the highest average payments. In pAri because they are eligible to receive monthly 
benefits equal io 75% of the worker's PIA, whereas the children of retired or disabled workers 
may receive 50%, Overall. the average monthly benefit amount For children 
was $363, 
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CHILDREN AND SOCIAL SECURITY 
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Childmn and SSI 

Recipients and payment amounts, 1974-99 

In 1974 when the program began, there were 70,900 blind and disabled children. (eceiving 
payments under S5!. Since Ihen, that number has increased len-fold. The relalively high 
average payment to chHdren (compared with those made to blind and disabled adutts) is due 
In part to a limited amount of other countable income. The peak in average monthly benefits 
In 1992 is due to retroactive payments resulting from the Sullivan v. Zebley decision. 

Number of children under age 18 receiving SSI payments 
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CHILDREN AND SOCIAL SECURITV 
SSA's Role in Reducing Poverty 

• Social Security's role in reducing poverty for children 
~ 

In 1998, 7 million children were living in families receiving OASDI and/or S51 benefits.
" About 1,1 million children would have resided in families with incomes below the poverty line 

without these benefits. About 2.3 million children were still poor even though OASDI and 551 
benefits improved their situation. 

Reducing poverty for children 

, 
, 
. 
" ,/ 

, 


