
C-' TABLE 1 :PUMS Knowledge Indicators 
Basic Program Facts 

Who can get benefits and when do you get them? 
Knowledge Indicator . 1999 1998 

3, 	 Next, I'm going to read you a list of 
statements abom Social Security programs, 
and 1 want you to tell me ifyou agree of , 
disagree with each statement. you .\1AY 
HAVE MENTIONED 50,10 OF THESE 
PROGRAMS IN THE PREVIOo;S 
QUESTION. Please answer each question to 
the best of )'our knowledge, but ifyou are 
not sure about an answer,just say SQ, How 
about frend and rotate A-I)? 

,Social Security provides retirement benefitsI. 	Social Security provides retirement benefits~ 80% 80% ,,,(Agree) , 
,2. 	Social Security pmvides benet!l:> to the Social Security provides benefits to the families 82 80 ,,

families {)fwon:ers who die. of workers who die (Agree) 
3. 	SOCIal Security pays benefits to workers : Social Security pays benefits to workers who 85 &3 

who become disabled , become disabled (Agree) 
('24. 	 People ·;:an retire carly ,md receive some ,, 7, Can a person retire eurly and still receive (is­,,

benefits 	 , some Social Security retirement benefits'!' , 
, (y",) 

----' 

5, 	 Age 62 is (llc
M 

earliest age (hat people can " (I f codc....T;;·Tti· 71,.ask.J What !s the earliest 49 46 
retire and {;oltect some SO(ial Security age ),ou can retire and :>lart receiving some 

,Soda! Security retiremc:1t benetits? (Openbenefit'>. ,,,ended and eode actual aae) (62) , 
6, 	 Age 65 is the earliest ug,c that people can 5, 	 What do you think is the YOUI'.gesT age J.8 38 

retire and cotlect full Social Securtty someone can relire tOO.1Y, and starr: receiving 
, benefit). People born after 1938 wm have FULL Social Security rcliremem benefiTS? If ,,, their full retirement age gradually increased. ),ou don't know just say so. (Open ended and ,, code actuallll!~ (65),
f----- ­

6, 	 Is the j"oul'igesl ngcjlQu can rc:lre nod collectI 7. The youngest age that one can retire and 72 65 
receive full benefits will rise. Peopte bom in FULL Social Scwriry retirement benefits 

1960 aDd later will collect full Social 
 (",ad \.2\7 

SecllTity benefits at age 67. 
 , Fixed, OR 

2 Willi! risc in the furure 
,, (rise in Ute future),, , (Will rise,",) , "' ,."'Percentages In green boldfoc<:; are s,gnijlc.ml/y grearer than i9y8 (p<OJJ5) 

Percentages ill red boldface are signifkaltlly less than 1998 (p<OJ)5) 



TABLE I: PUMS Knowledge Indicators (continued) 

Value of Social Security Programs 


How important is Social Security? 
,, Knowlcdg(' Jndicator 	 ; Survey Question ,, 1999 199H 

,, Social $:.'Curiry bene!:! amounts depend ! Do all people who receive Social Security , 92% 890/., 
upon how mucb people have earned. ' 	 retirement benefits receive the saute amoun:, 


or does it depet1d on bow much people earned 

when they were working? 


I People receive the sume amQunt 
2 Depends on how much. people earned when 

they were working 
(Depends,,) 

9, Social S,-'Cllnty benefits go up automatically }, :X'ex£·l'in gotng to read you a Itst of 61 ,, 59 
with the cost of living. statements about Social Security programs, 

and rwant you to tell me ifyou agree or 
disagree with t.'tich statement. YOU MAY 
HAVE MENTIONED SOME OFmESE 
PROGRAMS IN TilE PReVIOUS 
QUESTlON. P!caSlJ ,Ul$Wer each question to 
the best of your knowledge, but ifyou are 
not sure about an answer, just say so" How 
about (read and rotate A~I)? 

Social Seeurity benefits go up JutomatkaHy with 
the rise in the cost Qfllvlng (Agree) 

Hi: Sodal Security was designed to provide 1O, Were soci"iiCsecunty retirement Ix:fI¢fits, by 73 73 
pan of retirement income" themselves, designed 10 provide enough . 

money for retired people to live on? 

. I 
2 

Yes 
No 

(No) 
3. 	 Next, I'm going to read you a H~t of 

statements about Socia! Security programs, 
and I want you to tell me if you agree Of 

disagree with each statement. YOU MA Y 
HAVE MENTIONED SOME OF THESE 
PROGRAMS IN THE PREVIOUS 
QUESrlON, rleru>e answere~ch question 

. to the bes.t of)'our knowledge, but lfyou 
are not sure about un answer,just say so. 
How about [ruuand rotate A-I)? 

II. Social S~curity plays a !najor role in 
keeping ;cniors out (lfpoveny. 

Social Security beneHts r:lay a major roJe In 
keep:ng many senior citizens out of 

75 
,,,, 76 

pDverty (Agree) . 
12. Social Sz:::urity is the largest source of Social $el.lIrity is the largest single source of 79 77 

income tor most elderly Americans. income for most elderly Americans (Agree) 
a . . ' <Percentage!> In "Teen boldface <Jrl: s;gntficantly greater than 1998 fP 0.(5) . 

Pen.'enJagc!> in red holdf<lCe <Jrc. sigrriftcantiy less than 1998 (p<O.05) 



TABLE I: PUMS Knowledge Indicators (continued) 
Financing Social Security Programs 

What can we expect now and in thelulUre? 
Knowledge Indicator : Survey Questiun 	 1999 1998 
13. Social Security taxes paid today are mainly J2, What do you think happens to the Social '8"1.. lH% 

llsed for today's retired people. Security taxes paid by workers today? Are 
the taxes mainly pt,! away for their flW!l ' 

retirement, or are they mainly used now to 
pay benefits 10 leday's retired peopJe? 
1 Put awny for their retirement 
2 Used right now 10 pay benefits io 

, tooay's retired pl.'tiple 
: (l!sed right now .. ) 

14. A tax placed on both workers and Socia! Security is paid for by a tax placed on l;xlth 87 87 
employt:!!> pays fOf Social Security benefits. wurkers and employers (Agree) .... 

1,5, Social Security does not pay for the food 4.Social Se<:urio/ pays fOr the rood stamp progr:nn 50 
(DisagJ'Ce)stamp program 

3. 	 Next, I'm going to read you a hst of 
statemenls about Social Sc<urity programs. 
and I want you to tell me if you agree or 
disagree with each statemenL you MAY 
HA VE MENTIONED SOME OF THESE 
PROGRAMS IN THE PREVIOUS 
QUESTION. Please answer each qucs!i;;m 
to the best Qf your knowledge, but ifyou 
ure not sure about an answcf,just.lOUY so" 

, 	 Bow about (reud und rotate A-II? 

14. 	 :4ow, I'm going to read to you severnl 
st.ltement;; about Sodal Security. POT each , 
one, pleuse indicate whether you sttongly 
agree, somewhat agree, neither agree nor 
disagree, somewhat disngree, or strongly 
disagree with the statement. How about 
{read and rotate A~D)? 
5 Strongly agree 
4 Somewhat agree 
3 Neither agree nor disagree 
2 Somewhat disagree 
1 Strongly disagree 

16. In the future due to changing demographics. !n the luturc, there will not t'lC enQugh WoO.:CfS to 57 61 
there will not be enough workers to pay for pay for the bt-nefits that retired people Tt.'(cive 

benefits, under current law 
 ,15 "',) 

J7. People on Social Security arc living longer People on Social Security are living longer, so 75 76 
and healthier lives therefore receive benefits they cost the program more money (3 or 4) 
longer. 

18. The percentage ofolder Americans. will , The percentage of o«:kr Americans will ,about 
about double between now and 2034. double betwoon now und the year 2032 (5 or,,, 4) 

, , 19, There is not sig!lific:lnt fraud and abuse by i 11lere is significant fmud und abuse by people, 	 ,,, 	 people who aren't emitled to benefits ,, who aren't entitled to benefits (2 or 1) 

,,,,,,,, 

,, 

83 84 

23 ~. 

k. 

Percemages In green boldface are slgl1~ficatulygreater than 1998 (p«10S) 
Percentages in red boldface are significantly less than 1998 (p<O.05) 
Note that [hIe(: knowledge indicators, 16, 1711nd 18. were changed by SSA between the 1998 nnd 1999 
surve},s, The sign!ficance of this ehange will be addressed in the Gallup >Jallonal Report. 


