TABLE I: PUMS Knowledge Indicators

Basic Program Facts

Who can get bencfits and when do you get them?

Knowledge Indicator . Survey Quesiion 1593 1998
3, Hext, I'm going w read you 8 hstof
statements ahowt Seeial Security programs,
and | want vou e 2l me if you agrec or
disagree with cach ststement. YOU MAY
HAVE MENTIONED 3OME QF THESE
PRUOGRAMS IN THE PREVIOUS
CHIESTION, Please answer each question to
the best of vour knowiedpge, but if you are
ne sure sbosyt an answer, just say so, How
shout (rend and rotate A-1)?
i, Social Security provides retirement benefits, | Social Security provides retirement benefits 80% | 80%
{Agren}
2. Social Securily provsdes benefils to he Social Security provides bepefits to the families 82 &0
famities of workers whe die, of workers who die (dgree)
3. Socul Security pays benetits fo warkers Soctal Security pays benelits to workers who &5 43
who become disabled become disabled {dgree)
4. Peopls san retire sarly und receive some 7. Can a person retire early and still receive 63 &2
benefity some Social Security retirement benefits?
{Yes)
5. Age 62 is the carliest age that peopie can 8. (I code 1" i #7 ask:} What is the carliest 39 44
retite and cotlect some Social Securily age you can retive ard siart receiving some
benrafits. Social Seeurity retirement benetits? {Open
ended and code actual age) (62)
& Ape 63 535 the earliest age that people can 5. What do vou thrink (3 the youngest sge 28 38
retire and collect full Social Security someone can retire wday, and stan recelving
benefits, People born after 1938 will have FULL Social Seenrity retisment banefis? i
their full retirement age gradually increased, you don't know just say so. (Open ended and
’ code sctual sge) (63)
7. The youngest age that one can retite and &, Is the younges! age you can retirs and collect 2 a3

receive full benefits will rise. People borm in
1960 and fater will colleet full Sogixl
Security benefits at age 67,

FULL Bocial Sequrity retirement beneflts

{eead 1-2Y?
I Fixed, OR

3 Wil rise in the fulure

{rige i the fsure)
Wil rise..}

Percentages in gress holdfice gre sigaiffeanily greotor thay 1998 (p<a 03}
Percentages in red boldface are significantly less than 198 p<ii f}




TABLE i: PUMS Knowledge Indicators (continued)

Value of Social Security Programs

How important is Social Security?

Knowledge Indicator

Sarvey Question

199

1948

8. Socal Security benefit amounts depend
upon how much people hiave eamed.

Lo al! people who receive Social Seeurity
retirernent benefits receive the same amouns,
or does it depend on bow much people earmned
when they were working?

1 Peopls receive the same amount

2 Depands on bow much people eamed when
they wers waorking

{Depandds. )

92"!]

B9%

9. Social Becurity benefits go up automatically
with the cost of living.

3. Next, i'm going to read you a Jist of
staternenis about Social Security prograes,
and T want vou to toll me I vou agree or
disagree with cuch siatement, YOU MAY
HAVE MENTIONED SOME OF THESE
PROGRAMS INTHE PREVIQUS
QUESTHON. Pleugs mswer eavh question io
the best of vour knowiedge, bt if you ars
not sure sbout s anewer, st say z0. How
ghout fread and rotate A-D)7

Social Security heaefits go up sutomatically with
the rise in the cost of living Meres)

51

3%

13, Socinl Security was designed to provide
part of retirement come,

10. Were Soctal SeCurily renrement benehis, by
themazelves, designed o provide ensugh
money for rstired pesple o live on?

i Yau

2 Ko

73

73

(No)
3. Mext, I'm going to reml you a list of
staternents sbowt Social Security programs,
and [ want you to tell me if you agree or
disagree with each statement, YOU MAY
HAVE MENTIONED SOME OF THESE
PROGRAMS IN THE PREVIOLIS
QUESTION, Please answer ¢ach question
to the best of your koowledge, but if you
are not sure aboot an answer, st say so.
How about {read and rotwée A-4Y7

11, Social Security plays a mafor role in
keeping seniors out of poverty.

Social Security henefiis play a major role in
keeping muay senior chilzens out of
poverty {dgract

75

76

12, Sovial Security 13 the largest soures of
income for most elderly Americans,

Social Security 18 the largest singie souree of
income for most etderly Americans ddgree)

79

77

Percentages in green boidfice are significantv greater than 1368 (p<0.03)
Percentages in red boldfuce are significantly less thon 1998 {p=8.05




TABLE 1: PUMS Knowledge Indicators (continned)

Financing Social Security Programs

What car we expect now and in the future?

Knowledge indieator

Survey Question

1999

1008

13. Sscial Security taxes paid soday are mainly
used for today's retired people.

12, What do vou think happeas to the Social
Security taxes paid by workers today? Are
the taxes mainly put away for thelr owa
retirement, or are they mainly used gow o
pay benefits 1o today's retired peopic?
| Puy away for their retirement
2 Used right now o pay beneflis to

today’s retfred poople

8%

1%

{Uhad right now. . }

3. Next, I'mopoing o read youg st of
sitemenis about Social Security programs,
andd | want yvou to tell me if you sgree or
disagroe with esch sislement. YOU MAY
HAVE MENTIONED SOME OF THESE
PROGRAMS IV THE PREVIOUS
CUERTION, Please answer epch question
1o the best ol your knowledge, but if vou
are nit sure gbott an answer, just say 50,
How about (read and rotate A-17

4. A tax placed on both workers and
emplovers pays for Social Security benefits.

Social Secority & pad for by o tax placed on both
workers and eplovers {dgree)

87

87

IS, Social Security does not pay for the food
stamp program

Sorisd Security pays for the food Stamp program
{Disagree) '

46

14, Now, i'm going to read to you several
statements about Sociol Security. For each
one, please mdicate whether you strongly
agree, somewhat agree, neither agree nor
disagree, somewhat disogree, or strongly
disagree with the statement. How about
(read and rotate A-I)?

Strongly agree

Somewhat agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Somewhas dissgreo

Strongly disagree

o Bk Rad g LA

14, In the future due io changing demographics,
there will not be enough workers to pay for
benefits, under current law

In the tuture, there will not be enough workers to
pay for the benefitg that retirad people receive

{Sord}

37

&1

17, People ci Social Secarity are living lenger
and heabhier Hves therefore receive benefits
longer.

People on Secial Sscurtty are living longer, 5o
they gogt the program more money {5 or 4}

i3

7&

18. The percentage of older Americans will
about double between now and 2034,

The percentage of atder Amencans will sbout
double betwoen now and e ver 132 S or

i

83

&4

19, "there i3 not signifieant fraud and abuse by
peopie who arer't ensitled to benefits

There is sigaificant fraed and abuse by poople
who aren’t entitled to benofig (f or 1)

b

Percemages i green boldface are significansly grearer than 1998 {p<0.035)
Parcentages in red boldface are significantly foss than 1998 {(p<0.05)

Note that three knowledge indicators, 16, 17 and 18, wers thanged by 35A between the 1998 and 1999
surveys, The significance of this change will be addressed in the Gallap MNationat Report,




