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1993: New, 47-foo1 motor lifeboats were tested under operational conditions at several COllsl 

Guard stations. These vessels were to replace aging, 44 M foot lifeboats, 

1993: In order to betIeT protect students using wheelchairs, Federal Motor Vehicle Safety 

Standard 222 for School Bus Seating was amended. The amendment included a 

requirement that if a school hus is equipped to handle wheelchairs it mllst be equipped 

with a device to secure the wheelchair at four or more points in a forward-facing position. 

In addition, Jap and upper torso restraint systems would be required, Strength 

requirements were included for the securement device anel the anchorage for the 

wheelchair, and for the belts, 

1993: The FHWA'5 Office of Motor CarrierS concluded its first enforcement action against a 

Department of Energy con~ract carrier. New authority subjected these carriers to Office of 

Moh>r Carriers jurisdiction lor the first time and, with the penalties imposed, improved 

the radioactive materials transportation compliance to an outstanding level. One of the 

contractors paid more than $200.000 in administrative penalties before coming into full 

compliance. The Deparirne-nt of Ener!:,,), contract carrier community changed procedurcs 

at all sites nationwide for radioactive material transportation in large part as a result of 

this enforcement action, 
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1993: NHTSA issued a warning to eonsumers regarding cars that have been rebuilt after being 

demolished in a crash, Qr have been constructed by using salvaged parts ofcrashed cars, 

These cars were being sold as undamaged on the used ear market )0 order tu help resolve 

this problem. NHTSA undertook implementation of the Anti Car Theft Act of 1992. As 

part of the implementation, NHTSA created a Motor Vehicle Titling, Registration and 

Salvage Advisory Committee, effeclive April 23, 1993. On May 14, 1993, there was a 

Federal Register announcement of the establishment of the advisory committee and its 

charter" 

1993: Aficr the submission of a Report to Congress on Retrofitting Rear Seats with Lap/Shoulder 

Belt:;, which was directe~ by the U.S, House of Representatives, NHTSA distributed a 

brochure infonning consumers how to retrofit pre~1989 passenger cars with lap(shoulder 

belts in the rear seat. 

1993: In order to better protect students using wheelchairs, Federal Motor Vehicle Safety 

Standard #222 for School Bus Seating was amended. The amendment included a 

requirement that, in certain circumstances, buses must be equipped with a device to 

secure the wheelchair at four or more points in a forwani-facing position. In addition, lap 

and upper torso restraint systems would be required. Strength requirements were included 

for the securement device as well as the anchon.ge for the wheelchair and for the bells" 
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1993; Effective with 1994 model year crash testing. NHTSA simplified the New Car Assessment 

Program by adopting a new format for consumers that cons.isted of a range of one to five 

stars for overall crash results, and the previously separate head injury criteria and chest 

injury criteria were combined into a single rating. 

1993: The Saint Lawrence Seaway Devefopment Corporation (SLSDC) and its Canadian 

counterpart agency, the Canadian Saint Lawrence Seaway Authority (SLSA). completed 

tlie first binational vessel operator customer survey to obtain customer recommendations 

for improved operational efficiency oflocks and channel operations. 

1993: The SLSDC and SLSA completed the first binational vessel operator customer survey to 

obtain customer recommendations for improved operational efficiency of locks and 

channel operations. 

1993: The SLSDC established an annual Port Pacesetter award to U.S. ports achieving lll1 

increase in international tonnage over the previous shipping season, The program 

provides local community public recognition for the ports, and supports SLSDC customer 

service initiatives throughout the Great Lakes region. The first award recipients for 1992 

tonnage in excess of the 1991 season were:,Toiedo, Ohio; Green Bay, Wisconsin; Duluth, 

Minnesota; Erie, Pennsylvania; Oswego, New YQrk; and Bums Harbor, lndiana. 
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1993; NHTSA published its first strategic plan, People Saving People, 011 the Road to a 

Healinter Fwure as a result ofthree strategic planning retreats led by NHTSA's senior 

officials. Injury control became a vital part ofNHTSA's strategic planning for 1994 and 

beyond, A comprehensive long-range approach to injury prevention; and partnerships and 

linkages were recognized in a united effort by business., government, health care and 

community groups to reduce the toll of injuries, were major elements of this plan. 

January 14, 1993: The SLSDC achieved an unqualified "clean" audit opinion on its fiscal year 

1992 financial statements. The SLSDC has achieved the "clean" audit rating each year 

since .he first fiscal year audit of June 30~ 1955. 

January 21, 1993; Having been nominated by President Bill Clinton and CQnfimled by the 

Senate, former Denver Mayor Federico F. Pena look the oath of office as the nation's 12th 

Secretary ofTransportation. 

February 1993: The U.S, Coast Guard cutter Rush raced to the Marshall Islands 10 interdict the 

illegal smuggling of 500 Chinese immigrants aboard MV East Woods. 

March 1993: The SLSDC initiated usc of its new Global Positioning System (GPS) technology 

for positioning floating navigation aids along the Saint Lawrence River. The program 

began in 1991 with an interagency agreement with the Volpe Nationa~ Transportation 

Systems Center to investigate GPS applications to Seaway operations. 

4 




March 3, 1993: President Clinton asked Vice President Albert A Gore Jr. to supervise the 

National Perfonnance Review. his administration's effort to improve the quality of the 

government and to reduce the cost ofdelivering services to the American tnxpuyer. 

March 5, 1993: A Final Rule was issued on the organization and the delegation of powers and 

duties within the i<ational Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). The 

NHTSA official. fOffilerly known as the Managing Director, would now be known as the 

EX.ccutivc Director. The title change was not covered by the Administrative Procedure 

Act. Executive Order 12291 or hy DOT's regulatory policies and procooures. 

March 15, 1993: DOT approved British Airways' $300 million investment in USAir. 

Marcb 30, 1993: Opening oflhe Saint Lawrence Seaway's 351h navigation season, 

Spnng, 1993: Operation Able Manner. the interdiction of illegal Haitian immigrants to the 

United States., began. Coast Guard units in the course of interdiction operations also 

conducted search·and-rescue operations, 

April 1993: After Secretary Peiia intervened. Northwest Airlines abandoned its plan to overlay 

most of Reno Air's route system and match Reno Air's farcs. This was in response to 

Reno Air's entry into the Minneapolis-Reno nonstop route, a plan apparently designed to 

encourage Reno Air to drop its Minneapolis flights, 
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April 7. 1993: President Clinton signed into law the enabling legislation for the ~ational 

Commission to Ensure a Strong Competitive AirHne Industry. The Commission was to 

examine problems facing the aviation industry. On April 29, the President selected lhe 

Commission's members, Under the leadership offoffiier Virginia Governor Gerald 

Baliks, the panel met rorthc first time on May 24. 

Aprll9, 1993: As a result ofa Defect Petition from the Center for Auto Sarety. NHTSA opened a 

Defect Investigation into ChevrolevGMC full-sized pickup trucks (elK Series) with fuel 

tanks mounted outboard of the rrame rails, This Defect Investigation sought to dctennine 

whether 1970~1991 Chevrolet and GMC full-sized pickup trucks contained a defect that 

poses an unreasonable risk to safety. The main risk was the danger of fires following 

crashes, witb primary focus on side-impact crashes. 

Apri115; 1993: In order to encourage exports of V,S, low sulfur coal through the Saint Lawrence 

Seaway. the SLSDC and the SLSA established a pemlanent reduced toll category for coal 

shipments. 

April 19. 1993: The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) announced a modification of its plan 

to consolidate its en route centers and Terminal Approach Control facililics (TRACONs) 

itHO 23 large facilities. instead, the agency planned to operate the 22 en route existing 

cen'ters, 170~ 175 stand-alone TRACONs, and five consolidated TRACONs. 



April 20~May 8, 1993: The SLSDC beld its first trade mission to the Pacific Rim, including 

visits to Australia, Japan, Korea, Tbailand and Hong Kong. In 1985, the SLSDC initiated 

a trade development program that included sponsoring annual industry/government 

missions under the auspices of the Department of Commerce. 

May 1993: The Department's aviation consumer office released a new publication, Informal 

Summary ofAviation Consumer Rules. Designed for smaller and newer airlines but used 

by carriers of all sizes, it is a concise summary of the major provisions of all DOT 

aviation consumer regulations, 

May 12, 1993: A team rrom Coast Ommi Boutwell boarded tbe MY Chin I,uang HSiang and 

discovered 199 undocumented Asian migrants. 

May 14, 1993: The Fcdcml Transit Administration (FTA) signed a full funding grant agreement 

with the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority for the mid-city 

segment of its subway system. 

May 19, 1993: The Seaway entities, in coordination with the International Joint Commission, 

implemented an emergency plan ofiricreascd water flow through the Saint Lawrence 

River, The goal was to alleviate exceedingly high water levels threatening riparian 

interests on the shores of Lake Ontario. The increased water flows required that vessel 

navigation through the Seaway be curtailed twice weekly until the Lake Ontario \vater 

level was corrected. Nonna! navigation was resumed on June 121 1993, 
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June 6, 	1993~ MV Golden Venture with 289 illegal immigrants unhoard ran aground off Fa!' 

Rockaway, New York. 

June 8-1 0, 1993: The largest coordinated international safety check of commercial motor vehicles 

ever was conducted, This effort, designated Roadcheck '93, involved enforcement 

officials from all 50 states, the District of Columbia, PUerto Rico, the Federal Highway 

Administration (FHWA) Office of MotOT Carrier Safety, 12 Canadian provinces and 

territories and officials and inspectors from the Republic of Mexico. More than 56,000 

inspe-ctions were conducted at over 250 locations throughout North America. 

June 16, 1993: Rodney E. Slater was sworn in as the 13U! Federal Highway Administrator and the 

19~1 overall chief highway executive since the 1893 founding of tile Office ofRQad 

Inquiry, the FHWA's predecessor. 

June 21, 1993: The U.S. Supreme Court upholds the legality of tile executive order issued by 

fomler President Bush. and subsequently adopted by the Clinton-Gore Administration, 

direcllng the Coast Guard to return Haitian immigrants interdicted on the high seas to 

Haiti without first detennining any claims to asylulll status. 

8 




'June 30, 1993: Eight individuals indicted by a New York federal grand jury for allegedly evading 

$85 million in federal taxes on 946 mmion gallons ofgasoline. This was the largest fuel 

tax evasion case ever hrought by the Department of Justice and the FHWA's state revenue 

agencies, 

June 30, 1993: The SLSDC sponsored the first International Canals and Inland Waterways 

meeting. in London, including participants from Finland, Egypt, Sweden, Hungary, 

Turkoy, Brnzil and Greece. Primary discussions focused on safety, environmental issues, 

and new technologies for canal and waterway operations, 

July 1993; DOT released its first~ever Surface Transportation Research and Development Plan to 

the Congress. 

July 21, 1993: The United States and Brazil signed a new J8-month equal access maritime 

agreement. The agreement recommitted hoth countries 10 Jiberalizirig access: to the 

provision of maritime services iTt bilateral trade and to removing barriers that inhihited 

U.s, liner companies from operating eftlciently and effectively. 

July 26,1993: The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Key Statioft compliance took effect, 

requiring all key transit stations. unless granted an extension by the Federal Transit 

Administrator, to be readily accessible to and usable by individuals \vith disabilities, 

followed by ADA Key Station compliance for complementary paralransit service on 

January 26,1997. 
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July 29. 1993: Congress dedicated a new sign for the interstate highway system, designed by the 

FHWA in conjunction with the American Association of Slate Highway and 

Transportation Officials. that honored fonner President Dwight Eisenhower as the driving 

force behind the system's creation. 

August 3, 1993: President Clinton signed into law the Government Performance and Results Act 

(GPRA), which mandated that government agencies develop three important pieces ofa 

perfonnance measurement system: strategic plans. annual performance plans and annual 

perfonnance reports" 

August 12, 1993: Lifting the ban imposed by President Reagan, the Clinton-Gore Administration 

announced that air traffic controllers fired aller the 1981 strike could apply for 

reemployment with the FAA. 

Augusl13, 1993: Following the Great Flood of 1993, the FHWA provided flood reli.fand 

assistance to flood~affected areas all along the Missouri and Mississippi rivers, 

August 19. 1993: PresidenfClinton asked Secretary Pena and Laura D'Andrea TySOll, chair of 

the Council of Economic Advisors. to head a National Economic Council working group 

to develop a civil aviation initiative. 
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August 19,1993: The National Commission to Ensure a Strong Competitive Airline Industry, 

chaired by fonner Virginia Governor Gerald Baliles, completed its report to the President 

and Congress, recommending reinvention of the FAA. strategies for financial health and 

stability of the air transportation system and an open, comprehensive muHiMnational 

regime to obtain service rights for US. airlines. 

August 20-21, 1993: The SLSDC implemented the fifth year of Seaway Emergency Response 

Plan annuallraining and emergency simulation exercises: chemical spiH/injury exercise, 

Alexandria Bay, New York; plus separate training sessions for all participants. The 

annual program involves working \vith C.S, and Canadian federal. statc!provincial, 

county and city agencies responding and resolving vessel emergencies that threaten local 

populations, property and the environment. 

August 25-28, 1993: The FHWA Office ofMotor Carrier Safety, in partnership with Ihe 

Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance, American Trucking Associations, and the Nevada 

Highway Patrol, sponsored the first-ever International Inspector's Competition. Challenge 

'93 emphasized the role of the commercial vehicle inspector in the total safety effort to 

stimulate pride in inspection quality and to promote unifoml1ty in the application of the 

standard inspection program. Forty-three U.S. states, nine Canadian provinces and 

representatives from Mexico participated. 
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August 31, 1993: Secretary Pena and Federal Transit Administrator Gordon Linton announced 

the first Livable Communities grant to the Metropolitan Transportation Commission with 

the Spanish Speaking Unity Council of Oakland for the planning oftbc Fruitvale Bay 

Area Rapid Transit System Station "transit village," The Livable Communities Initiative 

promotes enhancements that make transit more "user friendly." 

September 7,1993: Vice President Gore released thc final report of the National Performance 

Review, From Red Tape to Results: Creating a Governmelll That Works Better & Costs 

Less. 

Septcmber 11, 1993: To providc "the highest quality service possible to the American people," 

President Clinton Issued Executive Order 12862, "Setting Customer Service Standards," 

to improve how government serves the public, 

SCIHcmber 11- J8. 1993: The SLSDC participated in a trade mission to Russia, 

September 22,1993: A barge struck a railroad bridge over the Bayou Canot River in Akka, 

AJabama, knocking the track oul of alignment An entire Amtrak passenger train derailed 

while crossing the bridge, killing 42 passengers and five crcwmembers and injuring 133 

others. The tragedy led to a comprehensive inspection on the adequacy oflights and 

fendering on an 14,000 maritime bridges, It also led to a review of the qualification of 

towboat operators and the addition of the requirement for radar operator qualification. 
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September 27, 1993: President Clinton signed the 1994 Department ofTransportation 

Appropriallons BUt The Sena.te Report for this bill directed the Const Guard to target its 

foreign vessel boarding efforts on the owners, classification societies. and Flag States 

responsible for the operation of substandard ships, The Port State Control Program 

pursues this goal by undertaking risk-based hoarding and examination efforts on those 

vessels most likely to be substandard, 

September 29. 1993- President Clinton and Vice President Gore announced the Parlnership for a 

New Generation of Vehicles, to create a car with triple lhe fuel economy oftoday's 

vehicles. fewer pollutants and the same standards ofcomfort and safety, 

September. 3D, 1993: Saying that U[t)he American people deserve a regulatory system that works 

for them," President Clinton issued Executive Order 12866, "Regulatory Planning and 

Review." which focused on ways to improve the federal regulatory process" 

October I, 1993: President Clinton issued a report 10 Congress entitled. "Strengthening 

America's Shipyards," a plan for enabling U.S, firms to compete in the international 

shiphuilding market. 
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October 3, 1993: The FHWA celebrated 100 years ofservice to the country, General Roy Stone, 

the agency's first head, called the movement to improve the nation's roads a "peaceful 

campaign of progress and reform," Today, Ihe 42,800-mile (68,800-kilometcr) Dwight D, 

Eisenhower System of Interstate and Defense Highways is the most visible result, but the 

"peaceful campaign" continues as the FHWA adapts to the intermodal demands of the 

1990" 

October 10~ 1993; The Glenn Anderson FreewaylTrans!tway, formerly the Century Freeway, 

opened in Los Angeles, California, The $2,2 billion, 17.3-mile high-tech freeway included 

traffic sensors buried in the pavement, computers to monitor flow, meters to regulate 

traffic on the ramps connecting to four other freeways, closed-circuit television cameras 

and room in the median for the Green Line trolley. 

October 28, 1993: Regulations were issued for transportation planning and programming for states 

and metropolitan planning organizations, These regulations govern PTA and FHWA 

c'lpital investment decisions. 

Novemher 2~ 1993: The FAA dedjcated the new Leased rnterfacility National Airspace 

Communications (LINeS) telecommunications system connecting 20 air route traffic 

control centers. 
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November 15. 1993: The Seaway entities permitted allowable vessel draft increases ofone 10 

three inches, (from 26 feet to 26'3") based on water levels and direction, Increased draft 

allows vessels to increase tonnage carried within a range of 21 0 to 350 metric tons, 

depending on commodity carried and type ofvesseL 

November 17, 1993: The C .S. House of Representatives passed legislation to implement the 

North American Free Tradq Agreement by a vote of 234-200. The Senate followed suit 

three days later by a vote of62-38, and President Clinton signed the legislation. 

November] 9, 1993: In connection with the American Automobile labeling Act, NHTSA issued a 

Notice of Proposed Rulemaking describing a proposed procedure for the labeling of light­

duty vehicles (cars and light trucks). The vehicles must have a label with details ohhe 

country oforigin for major parts and component systems. The documents submitted to 

~HTSA periodically by each manufacturer under this Act are also referred to as "domestic 

content labeling." 

November 23, 1993: President Clinton created the National Science and Technology Council 

(NSTC) by Executive Order as a high-level coordinating body for science and technology 

in the federal government. DOT is a key member afthe NSTC. and Depnty Secretary or 

Transportation .:vtortimer Downey was selected to chair its Committee on Transportation. 
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November 29, 1993: Joint FHWAlFTA Final Rules on statewide and metropolitan planning WC!H 

into cOect, imp1ementing major planning changes required by the Intennodal Surface 

Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA). TIle new rules cal1ed for a continuing. 

cooperative and comprehensive intennodal planning process both statewide and for each 

metropolitan area, 

November 29,1993: The SLSDC and SLSA announced a one-year freeze of Saint Lawrence 

Seaway tolls at 1993 levels for the 1994 shipping season. This was the firSI toll freeze 

since 1985. 

Novemher 30,1993: President Clinton signed Public Law (Pub. L.) 103-160, selting forth the 

National Shipbuilding Initiative (NSI). The NSf expanded the Maritime Administration's 

(MARAD) Title Xl Ship Financing Program to include projects fOf foreign ship owners 

who bUIld their vessels in the United States and for modernizatIon of U.S. shipyard 

racilities. 

December 2; 1993: President Clinton signed Pub. L. 103-172, legislation to make pennanenl and 

expand the federal employee transit benefit program to encourage use of alternative 

commuting methods to single~occupant automobiles, based on a proposal that had been 

scnt to Congress by Secretary Pefta on September 22, 1993. 

December 3,1993: The FAA commissioned its firs! Airport Surface Detection Equipment model 

3 (ASDE~3), an improved ground surveiUance radar system. 
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December 1993: Secretary Penn negoliated a standstill agreement between Los Angeles and the 

airlitws using Los Angeles International Airport, enabling airlines to continue using the 

airport pending the resolution of a dispute over the airport's increased landing fees, 

December 9, 1993: Secretary Pena and Federal Highway Administrator Rodney E. Slater unveiled 

recommendations for the National Highway System, which Slater said would be the 

"backbone of our national transportation network in the 2 ~ v. century," 

December 17, 1993: The first FAA-approved use of the Global Positioning System (GPS) for non­

precision airport approaches began. 

December 20,1993: Citing the need for measures to save lives and reduce injuries on the 

highway, Secretary Pena announced a ban on the use of radar detectors by drivers of 

commercial trucks and buses subject to the Federal :v1otor Carrier Safety Regulations 

(FMCSRs). 

December 20, 1993: President Clinton signed Pub. L, 103~206, the Coast Guard Authorization Act 

of 1993. legislation authorizing, among other initiatives, the Coast Guard to require 

passe,nger vessels to have improved fire protection and other safety equipment onboar'd, 

17 




December 26, 1993: End ofthe Saint Lawrence Seaway's navigation season. The 

availabitity/reliabiHty performance measure was 94 percent for the 272 days of navigation, 

U.s, Seaway Locks availabiiity/reliability is an annual perfonnance measure with a goal 

of99 percent for navigation days open versus downtime for all causes such as vessel 

incidents, maintenance problems, weather delays and other eXlemal factors. 
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1994: The FTA announced the Innovative Financing Initiative, established with the intention of 

providing a variety ofmethods for managing capital flows or attracting new funding for 

transit systems nationwide, 

1994: NHTSA was selected as a pilot project under the Clinton~Gore Administration's 

Government Perfonnanee and Results Act. Several performance measures were 

established including: reducing motor vehicle fatality and injury rates per 100 million 

miles traveled and per LOO,OOO drivers; reducing the involvement rate of drivers ill crashes 

as a proportion of licensed drivers, and; reducing the proportion of fatalities that arc 

alcohol rclatcd to 44 percent ofall fatal crashes_ 

1994· NHTSA launched a two~year national outreach effort, "Campaign Safe and Sober," The aim 

of the program is to reduce alcohol-related highway fatalities to 43 percent o[all motor 

vehicle deaths and increase safety belt use to 75 percent by 1997. This program 

emphasizes public information, legislation and law enforcement. Packages of material arc 

sent 10 participants eaeh quarter. Each quarterly package emphasizes a different area, such 

as: alcohol and seat belts; alcohol and child passenger safety; and speed. 
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1994: The SLSDC made its annual Pacesetter awards to: Cleveland, Ohio; Duluth, Minnesota; 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Toledo, Ohio; Ogdensburg, New York; Oswego, New York; and 

Bums Harbor. IndIana. 

January 3.1994: General Fogleman. Commander in Chief, United States. Transportatlon 

Command, requested that MARAD activate a Ready Reserve Force (RRF) troopship to 

support Operation Restore Hope in Somalia. Between January 30 and March 26, 1994, the 

Empire Suuc: transported j ,618 US. Army troops from Mogadishu, Somalia, to 

Mombl.lssa, Kenya, in four voyages. This was the first use of an RRF troopship in it 

contingency since the Vietnam War. 

January 6, 1994: Secretary Pena and Laura D'Andrea Tyson, chair of the Council of Economic 

Advisors, held a press conference to unveil the Clinton-Gore Administration's plan to 

revitalize the aViation industry. The plan entailed action on most recommendations of the 

National Commission to Ensure a Strong Competitive Airline Industry, Included were 

efforts to move ahead with conversion of FAA's aiT traffic control function to a 

government corporation, Other clements of the plan aimed at: bankruptcy reform; 

increase!'! foreign investment in U.s. carriers, contingent 011 reciprocal opportunities; 

encouragement of new entrant carriers; heightened scrutiny of airline tinancial fitness; and 

promotion of employee ownership of airlines, 
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January 7, 1994: The tanker Morris J. Berman struck a reef off Puerto Rico and spilled more than 

750.000 gallons ofoil. Coast Guard units responded and performed containment and 

clean-up operations, 

January 11, 1994: The FHWA's Office of Motor Carriers proposed to eliminate more than a dozen 

obsolete and redundant regulationsJo ease the paperwork burden on commercia1 motor 

carriers without any reduction in safety benefits, 

January 13. 1994: The SLSDC achieved an unqualified "clean" audit opinion on its fiscal year 

1993 financial statements. 

January 17. 1994: At 4:31 3.m., the Northridge earthquake rumbled through the Los Angeles area 

at 6,8 on the Richter Scale, leaving in its wake ali estimated $25 billion to $30 hilhon in 

damage to buildings, highways, bridges, parking structures, natural gas lines and 

overpasses. 

January 24, J994: Secretary Pena announced the Department ofTransportation's Strategic Plan. 

February 1994: Launch of the Streamlining Coast Guard Field Study and Training Infrastructure 

Study. both intended to improve Cost Guard·opcrationul e-fftcicncy< 

February 2,1994: The FAA annoull<:ed that 25 low~activity lowers would be converted to contract 

towers, beginning in September 1994, 
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February 7-17,1994: The SLSDC sponsored public meetings on Seaway tolls policy and trade 

initialives in Chicago, Cleveland and Duluth to obtain direct customer responses on tolls 

and trade development 

February 10, 1994: The FTA signed a full funding grant agreement with the New York 

Metropolitan Transportation Authority for tbe 63"! Street - Queens Boulevard Line 

connection project 

February It, 1994: President Clinton Signed Executive Order 12898" "'Federal Actions to Address 

Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low~Inc{)me Populations." 

February 15, 1994: A DOT directive abolished the Office of [he Assistant Secretary for Policy and 

lntematlonal Affairs and established the Office of the Assistant Secretary for 

Transportation Policy and the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Aviation and 

Intcrr,ational Affairs. 

February 15, 1994: The FAA, FHWA, FTA and Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) 

promulgated rules to implement the Omnibus Transportation Employee Testing Act of 

1991, which requires alcohol and drug resting programs in the aviation, motor carrier, rail, 

and (ransit industries in the interest of public safety, 

22 




February 17. 1994: With the Global Positioning System's 24 snteJiites operating in rheir assigned 

orbit and providing signals, the FAA announced that it was starting civil usc ofthc initial 

operational capability of the Global Positioning System. 

February 18, 1994: The District ofColumhia Circuit Court upheld the .constitutionality of the 

restrictions imposed by Congress on long-haul air service at Dallas' Love Field, DOT was 

upholding the statute's constitutionality In a suit filed by Kansas and several Kansas and 

Dallas residents, 

February 22, 1994: Secret..1ry Pena transmitted legislation to Congress to designate a National 

Highway System. 

February 23, 1994: The Federal :VIotor Carrier Safety Regulations were amended to m;lkc private 

motor carriers of passengers in interstate transportation subject to them, with certain 

exceptions inclUding those involved in non-business activities. 

February 28.1994: The National Weather Service commissioned the first Next Generation 

Weather Radar as part of ajoint development program in which the FAA was a 

participant. 

February 28,1994: Toll incentives to encourage trade by the Seaway entities included a 

permanently reduced toll on steel slabs, 
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March 7,1993: The Seaway entities implemented the thIrd increase of vessel beam allowed to 

transit the Seaway Locks, (originally 75 feet) from 76 to 78 feet 

March 11-19, 1994: The SLSDC participated in its fir" trade mission to South Africa. 

March 17, 1994: The FA.A. announced a rnulti.year strategy to help the general aviation industry, 

which \vaS facing adverse economic conditions. The plan included a range of initiatives to 

lower the cost of flying, boost safety and technology and guarantee rair and equal access to 

airways and airports. 

March 30,1994; President Clinton signed the Federal Workforce Restructuring Act of 1994 to 

effect a reduction of272,900 federal employees between 1993 and 1999. The legislation 

offered buyouts of lip to $25,000 for personnel \villing to leave federal service. 

AprilS, 1994; DOT rejected Frank Lorenzo's bid to opeldte ATX us an air carrier, citing past 

safety and regulatory compliance problems experienced by airlines he had operated. The 

U.S. Court of Appeals affinned DOT's decision. 

AprilS, 1994: Opening of the 36mSaint Lawrence Seaway navigation season. 

April 15, 1994: The FAA's Air Tmffic Conlrol System Command Center officially began 

operations in its new, upgraded facility at Herndon, Virginia, 
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Aprll18, 1994: DOT establishes the Research and Technology Coordinating Council to assist Ihe 

Secretary in providing oversight of the DOT research and technology program, conducting 

strategic planning, establishing priorities and preventing duplication in operating 

administration research activities, 

April 21, 1994: The FHWA Office of Motor Carrier Safety launched "Sharc the Road," a national 

public service campaign to educate motorists on how to operate more safely amid large 

commercial vehicles. The campaign's "No Zone" was developed to help educate the 

motoring public on the importance ofoperating safely when near commercial motor 

vehicles. 

April 30, 1994: President Clinton signed Pub, L, 103-238, the Marine Mammal Protection Act 

Amendments of t993. This legislation authorized emergency regulations i rcommerclul 

fishing operations have an immediate and significant adverse impact on a stock or species. 

May I. 1994: The Santa Fe Railway Transportation Center, a $1 00 million inlcl1110cial facility 

near Fort Worth, Texas, was dedicated, The 57S-acre carload and truck-railway facility 

was collocated to provide the opportunity for transfer ofcargo among highways, railroads 

and air freight carriers. 

May 2, 1994: The FRA creates Technical Resolution Committees to resolve complicated 

questions ofregulatory interpretation and application directly with the input of railroad 

labor and management. 
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May 3,1994: Secretary Pella and Vice President Gore held a news conference at Washington's 

National Airport to announce the Clinton-Gore Administration's intention to place air 

traffic control in the hands of an air traffic services corporation. 

May 9, 1994: In a step to further strengthen the safety of large trucks and buses involved in 

interstate commerce, the FHWA '8 Office of Motor Carrier Safety established substantial 

fines and license suspension for drivers who \'iolate out-of-service orders. Stich orders 

provide that a person may not drive, and a vehicle may not be operated, until violations or 

the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations are corrected. 

May 26, 1994: President Clinton signed into law the Airport Improvement Program Temporary 

Extension Act of 1994. 

June 2, )994: The U.S. Supreme Court issued its: decision in the case ofAmerican Airlines vs. 

Wolells. holding that slate deceptive practice laws could not be applied to regulate frequent 

flyer programs of airlines because they are preempted by federal law. The court held, 

however. that consumer contract claims against airlines could bc heard by the courts. 
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lune 2, 1994: The FAA announced, that it \\'ould halt further development of the Microwave 

Landing System (MLS) for use under the more difficult visibility conditions rated 

Category 2 and 3. Instead, the agency would concentrate on the development of the Global 

Positioning System. On June 8, the FAA issued a request for proposals for an initial Wide 

Area Augmentation System (WAAS) to enhance GPS signals, and contracts for W AAS 

development were subsequently awarded. On October 17, Federal Aviation Administrator 

David Hinson fomlally offered frec use ofGPS for to years 10 Intemational Civil Aviation 

Organization member states j reconfimling a previous verbal o ITer. 

June 3,1994: The FAA announced a major overhaul of tile Advanced Automation System (AAS) 

program j terminating portions ofthe program and modifying others. Among lht! results 

was a September 30, 1994, announcement that the lnitial Sector Suite SYStem program 

would be replaced by the Display System Replacement (DSR) as a means or upgrading 

contrcJler workstations. 

June 6, 1994: The FHWA's Office of Motor Carrier Safety issued a Final Rule to e.nsure that 

freight on commercial vehicles is properly secured to prevent it from shifting or fulling off. 

June 13, 1994: DOT published its landmark Rail-Highway Crossing Safety Action Plan. This 

multi-modal plan identified six major initiatives and 55 individual proposals designed to 

improve sarety at our nation's high\Vay~mii crossings, prevent trespassIng on rail rights-of­

way and reach a goal of reducing crossing accid(..'Ots and fatalittes by 50 percent within 10 

years. 
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June 23, 1994: Secretary Pena submitted to the Congress, lmplementufion o/llus N(l{iom.l 

Intelligent Vehicle Highway Systems (lVlIS) Program Plull: ReporllO COllgress. This 

report, written pursuant to (STEA, preseftted the goals and objectives of the national IVHS 

program and descrihed the program delivery process. This effort was multi~modal within 

DOT, with policy direction from the Office of the Secretary and the coordinated efforts of 

the FH WA, FTA and NHTSA, 

June 23, 1994: Secretary Pena proposed that au10makers attach a safety sticker on all new cars and 

light trucks 10 provide consumers with point-or-safe infomlation about a vehicle's 

resistance to rollovers. NHTSA invited publIc comment on two different ways of 

providing this information. 

July 1994: A rC}Xlrt was issued hy a joint OffIce of General Counsel/F AA team that investigated 

the FAA's treatment of the B-757'5 wake vortex as a safety issue, It recommended 

improvements in how the FAA identifies and addresses emerging safety isslies in general 

and how the agency should address the wake vortex issue in particular. it also suggested 

ways to improve the FAA '5 handling ofFreedom of Information Aet requesfs in this area, 

July 5, 1994: President Clinton signed Pub, L. 103~272, providing for the codification of most 

transportation laws into Title 49, United States Code (Transportation), as positive Jaw 

available in a single Slatutory location. This included rail, motor carrierj HAZMAT and 

pipeline safely provisions, 
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July 6, 1994: The FHWA's Office or Motor Carrier Safety issued a Final Rule that allowed the 

use of fuses or llares and also amended the cargo securement rules 10 use "'working load 

limits" to specify the minimum strength oftie·down devices, 

July 15, 1994: MARAD approved National Steel & Shipbuilding Company (NASSCO) for the 

Clinton-Gore Administration '5 first shipyard modernization financing loan. The project 

resulted in lower shipbuilding eoslS for NASSCO and the U,S, Navy, their primary 

customer. 

July 20, 1994: The FAA commisslOned the tIrst Terminal Doppler Weather Radar as part of its 

program 10 deploy this equipment to serve major airports natiollwide. 

July 25,1994: As part orthe process leading to the historic handshake and signing ofa peace 

declaration between Jordan arid Israel at thc White House, the FHW A co-chaired talks, 

held at the Dead Sea in Jordan. about improving roads between the two countries. 

August 1994: Secretary Perra impiemented a new safety initiative. reversing fornler government 

policy regarding foreign ail'cran entering the U.S. The initiative required the FAA to 

idemi fy foreign civil aviation authorities nol meeting Intemational Civil Aviation 

Organization standards) and required tbem to prove they meet applicable FAA safety 

standards. 
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August 1994: Operation Able Vigil to interdict illegal migration by Cubans was initiated. Coast 

Guard uni1s, in the course of interdiction operations and saving the lives of migrants whose 

boats were inadequate, al50 conducted search-and-rescue operations, 

August 17, 1994: President Clinton signed into law the General A viation Revitalization Act of 

1994, Under the new law, manufacturers could not be held liable for accidents happening 

more than 18 years after the production of general aviation aircraft, engines or parts. 

August 18.1994: The SLSDC carried out its annual emergency response program. It included a 

tabletop exercise at Thousand Islands 8ridge, New York, plus separate training sessions 

for all participants. 

August t 8, 1994: The SLSDC conducted a demonstration of the GPS vessel tracking system to a 

group of congressional staff and regional media at Massena, New York. 

August 19. 1994: Dhannendra K. Sharma was swam tn as the first Senate-confirmed 

Administrator of the Research and Special Programs Administration (RSPA). 

Augusf23, !994: President Clinton signed into law the Federal Aviation Administration 

Authorization Act, \vhich authorized DOT to resolve significant airport-airline fcc disputes 

in un expedited manner and required DOT and the FAA to establish policies on reasonable 

airport fees and on airport revenue use, The Act also established a five-year term of office 

for the Federal Aviation Administrator. 
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August 26. 1994: President Clinton signed into law the Hazardous Materials Transportation 

Authorization Act of 1994, which refined the provisions of federal hazardous material 

transportation law. 

August 29, 1994: Dr. Ricardo Martinez was sworn in as National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administrator. Immediately plior, Christopher A. Hart; Deputy ;..!utiooai Highway Traffic 

Safety Administrator, had served as Acting Administ,rator ofNHTSA Dr. Martinez's 

background in medicine helped shape the effort to make traffic ~md motor vehicle safety a 

priority of the nation's health care system. as well as: the injury control strategies later 

spelled out in NHTSA '$ strategic plan. 

August 31, 1 Sl94: The Seaway entities implemented the first vessel length increase, from 730 feet 

to 740 feet Combined with earlier dran and beam increases, the resulling additional tons 

carried per vessel nmged from 1,200 to 1,,00 metric tons of grain, nod 1,600 to 1,900 

metric. tons of steet or iron ore. 

September 1, 1994: The FTA signed a full funding grant agreement with the Jacksonville 

Transportation Authority for the People Mover extension. 

September 2, 1994: The FAA issued initial results of its new International Aviation Safety 

Assessment (IASA) program, under which the agency evaluated the capability of nations 

to provide safety oversight for their air carriers. 
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September 8, 1994: A USAir Boeing 737 crashed near Aliquippa. Pennsylvania, prompting 

responses from the FAA that included a critical design review and a. series ofactions to 

enhance the safety of the 737'5 flight control system, 

September 9, 1994: MARAD, on orders from the United States Transportation Command. 

activated 14 Ready Reserve Force ships in support ofOperation Maintain Democracyi 

Uphold Democracy in Haiti. This was the first large~scale activation of the RRF since 

Operalions Desert ShieldJDesert Storm. Activations for the deployment to Haiti showed a 

marked readiness improvement over those for Operations Desert Shield/Desert Stann. [n 

~oveP.1ber 1994 another RRF ship was included in the operation, and by mid-December 

1994, all 15 RRF vessels had completed their voyages and returned to their home porK 

September 17-23, 1994; The SLSDC carried out a trade mission to Finland, Estonia and Sweden, 

September 27, 1994: The District ofColumbia Circuit Court held that the amended statute 

creating a Board of Review overseeing m<\ior decisions of the Metropolitan Washinb>ton 

Airports Authority is unconstitutional. The Court held that the Board of Review violates 

separation-of-powers principles, since it allows Members of Congress undue influence 

over the operation of the regional agency operating Reagan National and Dulles airports 

under a le-ase fonn the FAA. The court>s decision was consistent whh the government's 

position. 
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September 30, 1994: Secretary Pena hosted the Rail Safety Summit with representatives from all 

sectOrs of the rail industry participating. 

September 30, 1994: The FRA puhlished the first~ever federal safety standards for highway nlil~ 

grndc crossing waming devices. 

October I, 1994: An SLSDC proposal to waive the billing and collection process for U.S. tolls on 

commercial vessels was enacted by Congress as an amendment to the Transportation 

Appropriations Act for fiscal year 1995. Previously, the Water Resources Development 

Act of 1986 required that tolls still be collected but would be rebated to the payer by the 

Treasury Department beginning April 1, 1987. 

October 7-9, 1994: DOT held its first~ever technology fair. entitled Transfuture '94. More than 

100 exhibits and demonstrations were featured on the National Mall in Washington. 

October 14. 1994: Following ajmnt evaluation of the Russian air transportation system, a t;.S.~ 

Russian team recommended immediate steps to shore up safety oversight. The FAA 

worked with Russian authorities to help with the implementation of these 

recommendations, and continued to participate in efforts to improve communications and 

routcs for international nights in the area of Russia, 

October 24, 1994: RSPA opcn(''{\ a regional hazardous materials enforcement office in Houston, 

Texas. 
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October 31, I ~)94: lcing was the probable Cause of the crash of an American Eagle ATR-72 

commuter aircrafi near Roselawn, Indiana. Following the accident, the FAA took a sertes 

of steps to combat the icing hazard to the ATR-72 and other aircrafi types. 

October 31, 1994: MARAD approved the first oceangoing shipbuilding export project. The 

project involved Jour tankers to be built at Newport News. Virginj~1. for export. 

November I, ! 994: The FT A signed a full funding grant agreement with the Mass Transit 

Administration of Maryland for the Frederick extension of the MARC commuter rai11inc. 

November 2, 1994: President Clinton signed into law the Swltl: Raii Development Act of 1994, 

providing for national high~speed rail initiatives_ The Act was based on a proposal 

Secretary Pena Sent to Congress on April 28, 1993. The Act established a high-speed rail 

development program of corridor assistance and technology development. The federal 

Railroad Safety Authori7,Ztion Act of 1994, which reauthorized the FRA'8 rail safety 

program, mandated significant rulemakings and addressed improved highway-mil grade 

crossing safety. 

November 5, 1994: The PTA signed a full funding grant agreement with the Massachusetts Bay 

Transportation Authority for the South Boslon Piers Transitway project 
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November 11, 1994: As a result of consumer problems associated with air tours to the Rose Bowl 

college football game, DOT issued a new rule on Speciai Event Tours, Thc mle required 

that participants in such tours who do not receive an admission ticket l:ldvertised as part of 

a tour package must be givcn a refund of the entire price of the tour, including any 

components that the participant may already have used, 

November 30,1994; Federal Aviation Administrator Hinson announced n rcorganization aimed at 

structuring the FAA along its key lines of business, making hettcr usc of resources, 

consolidating functions and increasing management accountability. 

December 1994: The PTA signed a full funding grant agreement with the Tri-County 

Metropolitan Transportation District of Oregon for the Hillsboro extension to its light rail 

line. 

December 2, 1994; in order to close an investigation of a safety defect in 1973~1987 

ChevroleliGMC full-sized pickup trucks (elK series) involving fires in vehicles with fuel 

tanks mounted outside the frome, General Motors was to provide S51 .355 million to 

support safety programs that win prevent thousands ofdeaths and injuries. 

December 6, 1994: The FTA signed a full fllnding grant agreement with the New Jersey Transit 

Corporation for the Urban Core/Secaucus transfer project. 
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December 9, 1994: For the first time, the FAA certified an explosives detection system, the 

lnvision CTX-5000. The agency subsequently ordered CTX systems as part of its program 

to pro,'ide advanced security equipment for airports. 

December 14, 1994: On the day following the crash ofan American Eagle commuter flight, DOT 

announced a three-point aviation safety initiative. including: acceleration of FAA efforts to 

increase commuter safety standards to the level for large airlines; a government-industry 

meeting on airline safety; and a national airline safety audit> subsequently completed in 

December 1995. 

December 16, 1994: The SLSDC achieved an unqualified "clean" audit opinion on its fiscal year 

1994 financial statements. 

December 16,1994: AT&T agreed to pay the government S13,9 million 10 settle a potential civil 

fraud ,:ase against it for overcharging the FAA for use of electronic switching equipment 

vital to 1he air traffic control system, 

December 19, 1994: Secretary Pena outlined a plan to restruclure DOT that would net $6.7 billion 

in savings to taxpayers and cut the employment level at DOT in halfby the end of lhe 

decade. 

December 20. 1994: The FT A signed a full funding grant agreement with Metropolitan Atlanta 

Rapid Transit Authority for the North Springs MARTA extension. 
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December 29, J994; The Interagency Working Group on the Dredging Process, convened by 

Secretary Pena in October 1993, submitted its final report, The Dredging Process ill lhe 

Unifed States: An Action Plan for Improvement j to Secretary Pena, The Action Plan made 

18 rCCI)mmendations for improvement of the dredging process in the United States, 

December 29. 1994: End of the Saint Lawrence Seaway navigation season. The 

Availability/reliability perfonnance measure was 96 percent for 269 days of navigation. 

December 301 1994: The fTA signed a full funding grant agreement with the Metropolitan Transit 

Authority of Harris County for the regional bus plan. 

37 




1995: The Coast Guard completed transfer ofall foreign LORAN stations. 

1995: The Goast Guard initiated a Cruise Ship Safety Task Force, 

1995: TIle 1994 Seaway ton freeze was extended for the 1995 shipping season. 

1995: Law Enforcement Detachments aboard U.s. !\l'avy vessels in the Adriatic Sea enforce the 

arms embargo to Bosnia. 

1995: In orde-r to emphasize the sufely responsibilities ofNHTSA, the titles of several Associate 

Administrators' ofliccs were changed. Ru1cmuking became Safety Performance Standards, 

Tmffic Surety Programs retained its name, and Enforcement became Safety Assurance, To 

emphasize its scrvtcl.':S 10 states and communities, Regional Operations was renamed State 

and Community Services. These changes became effective later that year, although' 

adminislmtivcly they arc shown in a NHTSA Order of :\1arch 13, 1996. 

1995: Annual SLSDC Pacesetter awards were made to: Bums Harbor, Indiana; Chicago, lllinois; 

Cleveland, Ohio~ Detroit, Michigan; Duluth, Minnesota; Eric, Pennsylvania; Green Bay, 

WisCI)nsin; Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Ogdensburg, New York; Oswego, New York; and 

Toledo, Ohio. 
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January 5,1995; SLSDC and AFGI! Local 1968 signed their firs. partnership agreement. 

January 9,1995: DOT and the FAA opened a two~day aviation safety summit on ways. to improve 

safety measures and increase public confidence in airline transportation. More than 950 

government and industry representatives attended the event, at which Secretary Pefia and 

Federal Aviation Administrator David R, Hinson initiated. a "zero accidents" campaign, 

January 23, 1995: Secretary Pefia announced a new consumer initiative - Travelers First - to help 

ensure the fair trcatment of the millions ofpeopJe who fly throughout the country every 

day, As part of the program, DOT's aviation consumer office initiated an innovative 

program of on-site visits to "new entrant" airlines. The oiTIce began a new program in 

which it conducts comprehensive reviews ofnew carriers' customer service programs and 

their compliance with DOT consumer rules. The visits arc conducted under an agreement 

not 10 pursue enforcement action if all problems discovered were corrected. 

January 25, 1995: Twenty~one states were awarded grants totaling nearly $1.9 million by Ihe 

FHWA's Office ofMotor Carrier Safety for 35 projects deSIgned to improve trucks and 

bus safety on lhe highways. 
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February 3. 1995: DOT issued procedures enabling air carriers and airports to seek the Secretary'S 

resolution of fee disputes under an expedited process, in accordance with the 1994 FAA 

Reauthorization Act. 

February 9,1995: The FAA published an Aviation Safety Action Plan that identified 173 safety 

initiatives. At the same time, the FAA announced it had reached agreement with indllslry 

groups Oli a Flight Operations Quality Assurance program to use infonnation from Flight 

Data Recorders to analyze safety trends. 

Fenrual)' 15, !995: Commissioning of the final Automated Flight Service Station capped the 

FAA's flight service modernization plan. 

Februa.ry 28, 1995: At Denver 1ntemational Airport's opening day, air traffic control1ers at the 

state-of-the-art facility cleared three aircraft to make the world's first simultaneous triple 

landing, 

March 1, 1995: The FRA implemented its Safety Assurance and Compliance Program to 

complement the traditional enforcement program with a comprehensive systemwide 

approach in which rail labor and management work with the FRA to identijy and correct 

problems. 
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March 4, 1995: President Clinton launched his Regulatory Refann Initiative. This initiative 

undertook to ellminate obsolete regulations j to reward results ra1her than red tape, to create 

grassroots partnerships and to negotiate rather than dictate. 

March 7-)uno13, 1995: The SLSDC sponsored public meetings throughout U.s. and Canadian 

port cities on Seaway tolls policy, restructuring of the SLSA and trade initiatives. 

Murch 10, 1995: DOT unveiled the Clinton-Gore Administration's proposed maritime 

revitalization program. This initiative resulted in the passage ofH,R, J350, the Maritime 

Security Act of 1996 and authorization of the Maritime Security Program, 

March 10, 1995, Secretary Pena had called for a national summit to study truck and bus safety 

issues. More tban 200 safety experts participated in the first National Truck and Bus 

Safely Summit held in Kansas City, Missouri. 

March 14, 1995; Coast Guard Commandant Robert Kromck announced the Coast Guard's 

participation in Operation Green Clover j an interagency cfforllo inhibit the aerial 

trafficking of coca paste from Peru and Bolivia to Colombia. 

March 2 i. i 995: The SLSDC sponsored the second International Canals meeting in Istanbul, 

Turl;ey, including participants from Egypt, Hungary, Turkey, Greece and PanamlL 
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March 24,1995: Secretary Pena transmitted legislation to Congress to require application of the 

highest safety standards to airports serving commuter airlines. 

March 24, 1995: Opening of the 37JJ\ Saint Lawrence Seaway navigation season. 

March 24-Aprill, 1995: The SLSDC held a trade mission to Italy and Morocco, 

March 25.1995: The SLSDC implemented second binational vessel customer survey. 

April 1995: The SLSDC released a second Economic Impact Study (the first was in 1992) that 

rellects significant economic benefits of the Seaway System to the U.S, Great 

Lakes/SeaW(lY region. 

Apri14, 1995: Secretary Pella transmitted legislation to Congress to reorganize DOTs agencies, 

other than the Federal Aviation Adniinistrolion and Coast Guard, Into a Surface 

Transportation Administration. 

April 5,1995: Secretary Pena transmitted legislation t.o Congress to create aU,S. Air Trn.mc 

Services Corporation to provide air traffic control services outside the federal government 

April 15, 1995: SLSDC Administrator Stanford E, Parris resigned and was n:pluced by SLSDC 

Chief ofStaffDnvid C. Sanders. who was named Acting Administrator. 
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April 18, 1995: The U.s. Supreme Court, in Freightlillcr Corp. vs, M)'rick, that the Molor Vehicle 

Safety Act does not preempt state law liability suits against truck manufacturers for nOI 

installing antilock brakes on their trucks. 

April 19, 1995; At 9:02 a.m. local time, a truck bomb exploded~ ripping through the north face of 

the Alfred p, Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, and killing 168, 

including 11 employees from the FHW A 's Oklahoma Division Office. 

April 21, 1995: The FAA issued a rule eslablishing minimum combined experIence levels for two 

airline pilots nying together and also upgrading operational experience requirements. 

April 23, 1995: Effective this date. many government-owned aircrail became subject to FAA 

safety standards and procedures for the first time. The change resulted from legislation. 

ena.cted on October 25, 1994, that established a more restricted definition of "pubHe 

aircraft. ., 

Apr1l25, !995: Secretary Pena announced the U.S. International Air Policy Statement, which 

recognized that efficient international air transportation would greatly enhance the future 

exparlsion of international commerce and the development of the global marketplace. This 

statement, the first in 17 years, affinned the U.S. commitment to an open, competitive 

international market. and provided a strategy for promoting that objective with its aviation 

partners. 
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May 17. 1995: Secretary Pena and the FRA announced the first negotiated ruiemaking, The nile 

was crafted to protect railroad employees working on or near railroad tracks, 

May 19, 1995: The PTA issued a Federal Register notice announcing the Innovative Financing 

Initiative in support ofPrcsident Clinton's Executive Order on Infrastructure Investment. 

May 22, ]995: President Clinton signed into law the Paperwork Reduction Act ofl995, 

May 25,1995: Secretary Pena announced that 1994 was the safest year ever for railroads, with the 

numbers of train accidents and employee casualties the lowest ever recorded, 

May 28,1995: DOT renamed the Office of Airline Statistics as the Office of Airline Information 

and transferred it from RSPA to the Bureau of Transportation Statistics (9TS). 

May 29,1995: The Coast Guard cutter Dallas dcpurtcd Governors Island for'l three~month 

deployment with lhe U,S, Sixth Fleet The cutter made port calls in Romania) Bulgaria, 

Turkey, Tunisia, Slovenia, Italy. and ...'\Iblmia. Crew provided instruction in search-and­

rescue techniques, law enforcement and damage control techniques. 

June 1, 1995: The Coast Guard issued an interim rule requiring that operators of towboats greater 

than eight meters in length complete an approved rndar operator course of instruction. 
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June 10, 1995: Secretary Pena opened a centralized Crisis Management Center for coordinating 

and directing DOT's response to l1aiural and manmade disasters and expediting 

transpl)rtatioll of critical resources to disaster victims. 

June J2, 1995: The U.S. Supreme Court issued its decision in Adarand l-'S, Peiia, a constitutional 

challenge to the FHWA's Disadvantaged Business Enterprise program, in which the 

Supreme Court substantially tightened the standards for determining the cons[ltutionality 

of al! federal rm;c-based affinnative action programs, 

June 13; 1995: The FAA unveiled the National Plan for Civil Aviation Human Factors. ajoint 

initiative orthe fAA, the Department ofDefense and NASA. It provided an agenda to 

combat aviation accidents caused by human error. 

June 18, 1995: A three-day nationwide program showed the public how safety inspections of 

trucks, buses and their drivers are conducted, The program stressed dri~'cr fatigue as an 

additional focus. 
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June 23, 1995. MARAD began activating the Ready Reserve Force ships Cape Race and Cape 

Diamoml to support Operation Quick Lift, whieh deployed elements of the United Nations 

Rapid Reaction Force to Bosnia-Herzegovina m support of the United Nations Protection 

Force. Tbese ships carried 368,500 square feet of equipment and cargo for British and 

Dutch clements aftne United Nations Rapid Reaction Force. The Operation Quick Lift 

deployment served as a model for the development ofbilateral agreements and U.S. lift 

support to foreign nations during Joint Endeavor United Nations peacekeeping operations 

in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

June 26, 1995: RSPA opened a joint pipeline and hazardous materials omce in Trenton! New 

Jersey. 

June 30; 1995: Sccrctury Pena dedicated an "intelligent" highway, the first of its kind in the 

country. designed to reduce runaway truck accidents by using roadway sensors embedded 

in the pavement, a diagnostic computer and variable messaging that monitors individual 

truck weight and displays a safe speed for descending. 

June 30, 1995: DOT issued a decision resolving a dispute over Los Angeles Intemutional Airport 

landing fees, the first case heard and decided under new legislation requiring expedited 

procedures on eertain important airport fee disputes. 
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June 30, 1995: At the Seattle Alr Route Traffic Control Center, the FAA commissioned the first 

Voice Switching and Control System. The project was completed for all 21 cn route 

center,; on February 18, 1997. 

July 1995: The Coast Guard vessel Rush intercepted a "stateless" 160~foot fishing vessel using 

il1egnl drill nets. The Coast Guard arrested the 2l-man crew, The vessel was subsequently 

determined to be Taiwanese. 

July 1995: Port Security Unit (PSU),311 was deployed to South Korea to participate ill 

Department of Defense exercise "Freedom Banner." 

July 13, 1995: Secretary Pena> Education Department Assistant Secretary Judith Heumann and 

members of the disabled community celebrated the fifth anniversary oftlle passage of the 

Americans with Disabilities Act. 

July 17. 1995: in Chicago, Illinois. the FHWA's Office of Motor Carrier Safety convened two 

roundtable meetings to develop an agenda forenhandng cargo tank safety. The meetings 

included representatives frem the cargo lank industry, commercial truck drivers, states and 

other federal agencies. 
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July 25,1995: The U.s. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, adopting arguments urged by 

DOT. ruled that the State ofTexas can bar participation by the Ku Klux Klan in the Texas 

Adopt-A-Highway litter control program. The Klan, invoking the First Amendment, had 

alleged that it had the right to "adopt" a stretch of highway in Vidor, Texas, immediately 

adjacent to a public housing project that is the subject ora desegregation order. 

July 27, 1995: In a first for motor carrier safety enforcement. the FHWA's Office of Motor Carrier 

Safety and the Iowa Department of Transportation implemented a new program that 

required the suspension of a trucking company's individual vehicle registration upon proof 

of serious safety violations. 

August 2, 1995: The FTA signed a fun funding grant agreement with the Utah Transit Authorily 

for the 1'\orth-South light rail transit line. 

August 9, 1995: DOT stated that the Clinton-Gore Administration had directed Cahinet agencies 

to review their security practices. As a result, the FAA had detennined a need for, and 

began requiring. increased security by all airports and air carriers in the United States. This 

upgmde served as a baseline for subsequent security improvements that included increased 

use of bag matching. the introduction of the Computer Assisted Pusscnger Screening 

system, and steps aimed at improving the perfo-nuance ofairport security scrcencf$. 

August 25. 1995: The SLSDC held its annua1 emergency preparedness exercise, including a 

chemical spiH exercise at Hogansburg, New York. 
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August 29,1995: Secretary Pena launched a campaign to stop red light running. 

August 30, 1995: Sccrelary Pena dedicated the first slate\vide traffic management and emergency 

operations center in the country, in Hanover. Maryland. 

September 11, 1995: NHTSA issued a final rule thut requires the usc of automatic brake adjusters 

on hydraulically braked commercial motor vehicles and air-braked commercial motor 

vehicles manufactured after October 20, 1993 and October 20, 1994, respectively. This 

ensures consistency with NHTSA's FMVSS numbers 105 and 121, and will reduce the 

incidence of brakes that are out ofadjustmcnt. 

September 13, 1995: The United States and the Netherlands signed the wodd's first bilateral 

aviation safety agreement, a new type of agreement aimed at promoting safety by creating 

a regulatory partnership. 

September 19. 1995; As part of the FHWA's Office of Motor Carrier Safety's continuing efforts 

to make travel on U.S. highways safer, Federal Highway AdmInistrator Slater announced a 

dynamic high-visibility public/private partnership to support a safety campaign intended to 

decrea.'ie car-truck collision fatalities, A coast-to-coast tour of a 48-fool tractor-trailer that 

displayed vivid graphics and safety slogan, "'"'Don't Hang Out in the No~Zone." 
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September 22, 1995: Drug and alcohol rules covering U.S, ttuck and bus drivers were extended by 

the FHWA's Office of Motor Carrier Safety to include foreign~based drivers of motor 

carrierE> who operate In the United States. 

Septembcr 22, 1995: The John A. Volpe National Transportation Systems Center, named after the 

second U.S. Secretary ofTransportation. celebrated 25 years of service as a national leader 

in development and deploymcnt oftransportation technolQgy, 

September 22·30.1995: The SLSDC held a trade mission to Brazil and Venezuela. 

October 9, 1995: Amtrak's Sunset Limited passenger train derailed west of Phoenix; Arizona, 

resulting in the death of one crew member and injuries to 93 passengers, Investigation 

reveal•.!d that the track stmcture had been tampered with prior to the train's arrival. 

October 10. 1995: The lirst of 14 Coast Guard coastal buoy tenders, the Ida Lewis, was launched. 

October 16, 1995: Several DOT headquarters employees began to report suffering adverse 

reactions to their working environment and inexplicable illnesses. The employees were 

suffering from "sick building syndrome." Thc building WaS cleaned floor-by-floor in a 

process that was completed in the summer of 1997. 

October 25, 1995: A Northern Illinois Rail Commuter truin struck a school bus at a highway-rail 

grade crossing in Fox Grove, Illinois, kHling seven students and injuring 30. 
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'November 1995: The Coast Guard prevented 3,400 illegal migrants from the Dominican Republic 

from illegally entering Puerto Rico, 

November 3, 1995: President Clinton signed Pub. L 104-43, fisheries legislation that included the 

High Seas Drifinel Fishing Moratorium Protection Act. The legislatiQn put in place II 

large-scale driftnet moratorium to end (he environmentally destructive practice of 

incidental killing or"nontarget" fish and marine mammals. 

November 13 and December 15, 1995: The federal government furloughed nonessential 

employees from those agencies dependent on Congress and the President reaching a 

budget ugrcement. As instructed by the Office of Management and Budget, federal 

agencies implemented shutdown plans by 12:30 p.m. on November 14, 1995. 

November 15. 1995: President Clinton signed into law the 537.5 billion Department of 

Transportation Appropriations BiH for fiscal year 1996, As a result. DOT was for the most 

part unaffected by the federal government shutdown. This legis1ation also cleared the way 

for the transfer of the Office of Commercial Space Transportation from the Office of the 

Secretary to the FAA, effective November 16, 1995. The appropriations act also contained 

provi~;.ions allowing the FAA to establish new personnel and procurement management 

systems by April I, 1996. 
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November 17, 1995: DOT announced a plan to implement CongressionaUy malldated reductions 

in Essential Air Service subsidies while maintaining the highest possible level ofservke to 

communities eligible under the program. 

November 29, 1995: President Clinton signed into law the National Highway System Designation 

Act of 1995 (Pub. L.104-59). Among other things, the legislation repealed the national 55 

mile per hour speed limit, leaving speed limits to stOlte discretion. 

December It. 1995: A DOT proposal to transfer certain economic regulatory responsibilities 

under 'he Great Lakes Pilotage Act of 1960 from the Coast Guard to the SLSDC became 

effective. 

December 14, 1995: The FAA announced the Commuter Safety [nillative, a group of new rules 

aimed at providing a single level of safety for travelers on airliners ranging froOl "ten­

seaters" to jumbo jets. 

December 15~ 1995: The Ted Williams Tunnel under Boston Harbor from South Boston to Logan 

Airport opened to tramc on schedule, This was the first project milestone for the Central 

Al1crylTed Williams TUJlnel Project, the largest, most complex and most technologically 

challenging highway project in American history. 
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December 18, 1995; Secretary Pena announced a delay in the impJememalion ofNAFTA'5 cross­

border tmcking liberaitzatiol1 provisions pending further consultatiolls with Mexico on 

joint safety efforts designed to ensure the safe operation of Mexical1 trucks in the U.S. The 

delay prompted Mexico to seck the foonation of a NAFTA dispute resolution panel to mle 

on the legality of the delay. 

Decclllber 28, 1995: End of the Saint Lawrence Seaway navigation season, The 

AVl:lilabilhy/reliability performance measure was 99 percent for 280 days of navigation, 

This was the longest shipping season in the history of the Seaway. 

December 29,1995: President Clinton signed Pub. L. 104-88, the Interst~te Commerce 

Commission (ICC) Temlination Act of 1995, closing a regulatory agency begun in 1887. 

The bll1 responded to a proposal sent to Congress by Secretary Pena on October 5, 1995, 

The new law established the Surface Transportation Board·to perform functions previously 

carried out by the ICC. The FHWA's Officc ofMotor Carriers absorbed 61 fonner ICC 

<''mployees for functions that were transferred to DOT, 
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1996: A serie.,~ ofbinational agreements enab1ed the deployment of Law Enforcement 

Detachments on North Atlantic Treaty Organization vessels to seize thousands of pounds 

ofcocaine and marijuana" 

1996: A Haitian Border Guard was formed and trained through a cooperative effort between the 

U.S. and Canadian Coast Guards. 

1996: The Coast Guard let a contract for the conslructlon of the J1eW, 87-foot Coast Guard patrol 

boats to replace the aging, 82~foot patrol hoats, 

1996: As part of the National Driver Register) a new Problem Driver Pointing System (POPS) 

was implemented. Under this system, states receive all accurate driver history record 

quick1y and cheaply; employers get a nationwide file check before hiring a driver; and the 

Federal government ensures thai all operators - air, rail, water, and motor vehicles - are 

screened for adverse driver history records. State participation was required by April 1995, 

but not all stutes were ready and extensions were granted. By the end of 1996, 49 states 

had converted to the PDPS, 
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1996: A binational steering group was established by the two Seaway entities in cooperation with 

the U.S, and Canadian Coast Guards, and vessel ownerioperatorrepresentativcs to develop 

a Syslem~wide vessel tracking system utilizing GPS technology. 

1996: Annual Pacesetter awards were given by the SLSDC to: Duluth, Minnesota; Green Bay, 

Wisconsin; Milwaukee, Wisconsin; and Toledo, Ohio. 

January 2. 1996: Secretary PeM swore in Gail C McDonald as the seventh SLSDC 

Administrator, She became the first woman to hold the office of Seaway Administrator. 

January 10. 1996: At the annual meeting of the Transportation Research Board, Secretary Pena 

announced the Operation Timcsaver initiative. Its 'purpose is to build an integrated 

Intelligem Transportation System infrastructure across the United States not only to save 

time but also to improve safety and improve Amer~cans' quality of life, 

January 24, 1996: Secretary Pefia, Deputy Secretary Downey and Assistant Secretary for 

Administration Melissa Allen formally launched the Transportation Administrative 

Services Center (TASe) to provide fee·based administrative services, fomlerly financed 

by the Working Capital Fund, within DOT and to other government organizations at 

competitive rates. 

Jal1~lary 30,1996: The Coast Guard's Differential Glohal Positioning System Radio Beacon 

Network hegan operations, 
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Febnlary 2.1996: The SLSDC achieved an unqualified "clean" audit opinion on lts fis<:ul year 

1995 jinancial statements, 

February 10, 1996: President Clinton signed into law the :National Defense Authorization Act of 

1996, Division E ofwhich was the Information Technology Management Retonn Act of 

1996 (also known as the Clinger-Cohen Act. for Representative Bill Clinger and Senator 

William Cohen), 

February 13, 1996: The FAA announced that it and Europe's Joint Aviation Authorities had 

developed a common set of certification standards for newly designed small airplanes. The 

achievement was part of an ongoing effort to hamlOnize international standards. 

Febnmry 16, 1996: Amtrak's Capitol Limited passenger train was struck by a MARC commuter 

train in S~lver Spring, Maryland, kiUing three MARC crew members and eight passengers. 

February 26, 1996: Secretary Perra announced the first step in Operation Timesaver: the 

Metropolitan Model Deployment Initiative partnership of FHWA, FTA and state and local 

govemmcnts to create four regional intennodal transportation systems showcasing 

applications (Jf ITS applications. The four areas selected were Seattie, San Antonio, 

Phoenix and New York. 
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February 29. 1996: As part of its continuing "Open Skies" initiative, DOT 3tUlounced a U.S.­

Gemurn agreement relaxing limitations on air travel between the two countries, By this 

date. the United States had concluded Open Skies agreements with 10 other European 

nations: the Netherlands:, Austria, Denmark, Finland, Iceland. Luxembourg, Norway, 

Swcdt:n, Switzerland and Belgium. 

f\'1arch 4, 1996; Vice President Gore announced lhat the SLSDC was named one of several 

candidate federal agencies to become Perfonnance-Bas:ed Organizations. 

March 13, 1996: The FTA signed a full funding grant agreement with Puerto Rico for the Tren 

Urbano light rail transit system, one of four new slarts projects which demonstrated the 

benefits of the design-build project delivery concept. 

March 16-22, 1996: The SLSDC held a trade mission to Norway, Denmark and the Netherlands. 

March 29, 1996: President Clinton signed a Presidential Decision Directive making the military 

Global Positioning System available for civilian and commercial users, thereby ushering in 

a nm-\' era of travel, time savings and communication, 

March 29, 1996: Opening of the 3811
' Saint Lawrence Seaway navigation season. 

April 1, J99<1: The Railroad Safety Advisory Committc,'e, established by Secretary Pena to 

promote consensual rulemaking on key rail safety issues, held its inaugllr'al meetirtg. 
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April 1, 1996: ElTective this date. rcfonns gave the FAA new Oexibility on personnel and 

procurement policies, a change made possible by legishltive rellef from various statutory 

requirements enacted on November 15, 1995. In accordance with the reform legislation, all 

FAA employees became pali of a new Federal Aviation Service on this date. 

April 3, 1996: In negotiations between the Seaway entities. agreement was reached to extend the 

SeawilY toll freeze for 1996. This was the third year of the freeze to improve System 

competitiveness: and to encourage increased traffic levels. 

April 12, 1996: The FAA commissioned the nation's first ARSR·4 air route surveillance radar. 

The joint FAA/Department of Defense program. which included 43 operational ARSR-4s, 

was completed on March 27, 2000. 

May 9~ 1996: The FAA announced its Global Analysis and Illfonnation Network concept. a 

proposed system to collect and analyze aviation safety data. 

May 9, 1996: The PTA signed a full funding grant agreement with the Regional Transportation 

District in Denver for the Southwest light rail transit extension. 
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May II, 1996: A Villu)ct DC-9, Flight 592, crashed shQrtly after takeoff from Miami, killing all 

110 persons aboard. The crew's loss orcontrol was due to a fire caused by activation of " 

one or more oxygen generators carried in the forward cargo compartment. The govemmcnt 

response included: the temporary shutdown ofValuJet pending completion ofrhe airline's 

effort~~ to remedy safety problems uncovered in a comprehensive F'AA safety review; FAA 

and RSPA actions to further control the transportation ofhazurdous materials; FAA 

requirements for fire detection and suppression systems in certaill types ofcargo 

compartments; enhanced coordination between the Ofiice of the Secretary of 

Transportation and the FAA during the fitness review process: for new airline applicants; 

and FAA steps to improve surveillance of airlines that rely heavily on contractors, 

May 21, 1996: Secretary Pena announced the fannatian -of a government-industry partnership to 

conduct a $10 million educational campaign on the proper use ofscat belts and 

precautionary measures that certain individuals should take in vehic-les with air bags, 

May 23,1996: Secretary Pena announced the Information Technology Omnibus Procurement 

(ITOP) contract award for up Lo $1,3 billion in information technology services to DOT 

and other federal agencies, The ITOP procurement used streamlined procedures as 

advocated by the National Perfomlance Review, 

May 24 j 1996: The Coast Guard Gallatin departed Governors Island for a four-month cruise of the 

Baltic, Mediterranean and Black Seas. The Gallatin became the first Coast Guard vessel to 

partic.ipate in the U.s. Navy.sponsorcd Baltic Operatioos '96. 

S9 



June t996: The FHWA celebrated the 40manniversary of the Dwight D, Eisenhower System of 

Interstate and Defense Access Highways, 

June 1996: The centerpiece of intelligent transportation system (rTS) development was the 

National ITS Architecture, a systems architecture developed by a combined Lockheed 

Martin~Rockwell fnternationalteam (representing the public sector, private sector and 

academia) for DOT. The architecture was completed in June 1996 after ncarly three years 

ofwork. which inciuded more than 50 stakeholder meetings, briefings and workshops, 

June 5, [996: Following a meeting beh'leen Secretary Pena and the Canadian Minister of 

Transport, the Secretary directed the fonnation ofa US.lCanada Binational Working 

Group. The Group was charged to examine the possibility of greater cooperation between 

the lwo countries: in administering and managing services throughout the Great Lakes ami 

S1. Lawrence Seaway System. The Seaway entities were major participants in working 

group deliberations. 

June 12, 1995: The Seaway entities puhlished the results of a 1995 vessel customer survey that 

. refleeted an overall customer rating of 4,5 for SLSDC services, on a scale of I to 5. 

June 21, 1996: Secretary Pena and FAA Administrator David Hinson announced DOT's policy on 

ajrpor1~air caTTier fees. The Court of Appeals vacated parts of the pOlicy in 1997. 
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June 26. 1996: At a White House celebration. Vice President Gore honored the interstate highway 

system that "led to an unprecedented period ofnational growth and prosperity." The Vice 

President also honored four Americans who made the interstate highway system possible: 

fomler President Dwight D. Eisenhower, the late Congressman Hale Boggs; fomler 

federal Highway Administrator Frank Turner; and the Vice President's father, the late 

SenutO£ Albert Gore Sf. 

June 27. 1996: FAA signed a contract for three full~sculc development versions of the Airport 

Movement Area Sarety System (AMASS), designed to provide a visual and auntl ulcrt for 

the display of the ASDE-3 (Airport Surface Dete<:tion Equipment), 

July 1, 1996: Secretary Pefia; Federal Transit Administrator Linton, officials from the Department 

of Housing and Urban Development and the transportation industry marked 35 years of the 

f(;deral transit program in celebrations held in the DOT headqumtcrs courtyurd. 

July 2, 1996: The FTA signed a full funding grant agreement with the San Francisco Bay Area 

Rapid Transit District for the San Jose Ta~man West Ijght rail transit project 

July 3, 1996: The Surface Transportation Board approved the merger of the Union Pacific and 

Southern Pacific Railroads. 

July 5,1996: The first of 16 o(;ean-going Coast Guard buoy tenders, IhcJutliper, was 

commissioned. 
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July 15, \996: A Strategic Execution Plan was distributed to NHTSA employees. Designed as a 

companion document to the recently issued Strategic Plan, which identified NHTSA's: 

mission, major goals and supporting objectives, the Strategic Executivc Plan listed a 

numb~;r of measures ofperforrnance under the Government PCrfOITlll.lllCC and Results Act 

of 1993, The primary outcome measures used by NHTSA concern losses from crashes on 

the nation's roads. These primary outcome measures were in accordance with the Agency 

mission to save lives and prevent injuries, 

July t6. 1996: President Clinton issued Executive Order 13011; Federal Infonnation Technology, 

to improve signiJicamly the way the federal government acquires and manages 

infonnation technology, 

July 17, 1996: Trans World Airlines (TWA) Flight 800 exploded in midair and crashed into the 

Atlantic off Long Island, .N'ew York. Coast Guard vessels responded for scarch~nnd-rcscue 

efforts and then for recovery operations. Initial speculation as to the cause focllsed on 

terrorism. On July 25. the Clinton-Gore Administration announced increased aviation 

security measures and the fonnation of the White House Commission on Aviation Safety 

and Security, formally established August 21,1996 and better known as the Gore 

Commission after its chair, Vice President Gore. As the invcstlgation progressed, the 

possibility of an accidental fuel explosion received increased attention, prompting a series 

ofFAA actions to guard against fuel tank ignition. 
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August 22, 1996: President Clinton signed the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity 

Reconciliation Act of 1996, better known as welfare rcfotll1, 

September 6, 1996: FHWA Office of Motor Carrier Safety Associate Administrator George 

Reagle and Maryland GovelTlor Parris Glendening announced an innovative new national 

highway safety initiative called law Enforcement and Truckers for Safety that encouraged 

law enforcement officers and truck drivers to ride in each other's vehicles to leam and 

share safety infonnation. 

September 9, 1996: President Clinton asked Congress to appropriate more than $1 billion for a 

series of antiterrorism measures, based on the initial recommendations of the Gore 

Commission (the White House Commission on Aviation Safety and Security). whieh he 

had fonnally established by issuing Executive Order 13015 on August 22.1996. iii 

response to the TWA Flight 800 crash. 

September Hi, 1996: 'me FAA announced the award of a contract to build the Standard Tcnninal 

Automation Replacement System (STARS), whicb included new computers, displays and 

software for terminal radar approach control facHlties (TRACONs). Several new ARTS 

lIJE systems would provide improvements pending STARS implcmentation. In December 

1999, the first TRACON achieved initial operating capability with the carly deployment 

configuralion model of STARS. 
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September 17. 1996: The SLSDC held its annual emergency preparedness exercises. including 

participation in the "CANUSLAK" four~day exercise in Cornwall, Ontario~ Canada. 

September 19, i 996: The fAA lSSUed a license for the world's first privately operated space 

launch facHity, California Spaceport, located on Vandenberg Air Force Base, Califomia, 

September r9, 1996: Secretary Pena announced the first AII~American Roads and National Scenic 

Byways designations for roads in 15 staies that were deemed outstanding for their scenic, 

natural, historic. cultural, archaeological or recreational qualities. 

September 30, 1996: President Clinton signed the DOT appropriations bill for fiscal year 1997 

(Pub, L, 104-205), including $8,3 billion for FAA programs, The legislation gave funds 

for hiring hundreds of new controllers. maintenance technicians, inspectors and security 

personnel. On the same day, the President also signed a continuing appropriatl.0ns bill 

(Pub. L.I 04~208) that funded programs 10 increase safety and combat terrorism. 

September 30,1996: The FTA instituted a toll-free number and e~mail address for the gene)...l 

public and transit providers to ensure tha1 the availability of infonnation on the ADA is not 

limited. The FTA ton~free ADA assistance line remains the only ADA assistance line 

within DOT that provides ready assistance to the general pUblic. 
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September 25, 1996: The Coast Guard vessel Morganthatt transited the Strait ofHomlUz 

conduding maritIme interception operations in support of the United Nations embargo 

against iraq. 

October 1996: In response to requests from DOT's partners and customers in major metropolitan 

areas lor additional service in the delivery of the federal transportation program, 

metropolitan offices comprised ofFHWA and FTA personnel were established in Lns 

Angeles, Philadelphia, Chicago and ]\."ew York. The first office opened in October 1996 [n 

Los Angeles, followed in 1997 by Philadelphia, Chicago and New York City. The concept 

of the metro offices - improving customer service by placing a learn ofFHWA and FTA 

staff close to major urban customers in a combined office setting - was a demonstrated 

October 1,1996: The Coast Guard vessel Seneca boarded the Honduran MV Limerick. With the 

assist.mce of the Cuban Border Guard and Drug Enforcement Administration, this later led 

to the seizure ofmore than 13,000 pounds of cocaine. 

October 4. J995: The SLSDC and lhe Coast Guard received ajoint "Hammer Award" from Vice 

President Gore for the vessel inspection program conducted hy [he SLSDC on behalfof 

the Colast Guard. 
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October 8,1996, President Clinton signed Pub, L. 104-239, the Maritime Security Act of 1996, 

lcgislution authorizing a program that helps support an active, privately-owned, U.S.­

flagged and U.S.~crewed merchant shipping fleet to provide sealift sustainment during 

times of national emergency. The Maritime Security Act authorized the Maritime Security 

Program and funding of up to $100 minion annually for 47 vessels over a 1O.year period, 

October 9, 1996: President Clinton signed the Federal Aviation Administration Reauthorization 

Act of 1996 (Pub. L, I 04-264), The Act authorized a limited pilot airport privatization 

progmm and tightened airport revenue use restrictions. It included the Aviation Disaster 

Family Assistance Act of 1996, requiring all U.S. certificated airlines to lile with DOT and 

the National Transportation Safety Board a plan to e!l.sure the proper treatment of the 

families of victims of aviation disasters. The legislation also established a National Civil 

A vialion Review Commission to report to Congress on the srate of aviation safety and on 

providing long~tenn funding for the agency. The law contained provisions aimed at 

expanding the FAA's financial accountability and increasing its autonomy within DOT, It 

directed the establishment ofa Federal Aviation Management Advisory Councillo advise 

the Fixleral Aviation Admmistrator and function as an oversight resource for man(lgement 

policy, spending> and regulatory matters. To address public perceptions about the FAA's 

dual mission, the law specified safety as the agency's highest priority, The law provided 

for a variety of enhancements to aviation safety, emphasizing antt-terrorism through such 

means as new requirements ror background checks of certain airport personneL 
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Octoher II, 1996: President Clinton signed Pub, L. 104-297, legislation making needed 

amendments to the Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act and the 

Merchant Marine Act of J936 to protect the American fishing industry. 

October 12, 1996: President Clinton signed into law the Accountable Pipeline Safety and 

Partnership Act 

October 15, 1996: The FTA signed a full funding grant agreement with the New lersey Tnmsit 

Corpomlioli for the Hudson-Bergen light rail transit segment. 

October 16,1996: The FAA issued final regulations to expedite the handling and disposition of 

airport related complaints. 

October 17, 1996: The FTA signed a full funding grant agreement with Bi~Sta1e Development 

Corporation for the$t. Louis~St. Clair County Metro Link light rail transit extension, 

October 19, 1996: President Clinton signed Pub. L. 104-324. the Coast Guard Authorization Act 

of 1996. legislation making long sought improvements in marine safety, watenvay services 

management and deepwater port modernization. 

October 26, 1996: President Clinton signed Pub, L. 104-332, the Nationullnvasivc Species Act of 

1996, authorizing the Coast Guard to issue regulations to prevent the introduction and 

spread oraquatic nuisance species into the Great Lakes through ballasl wuter. 
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October 1996: The Coast Guard Command Operation Frontier Shield to interdict the trafficking of 

illegal dl1lgs through the Greater and Lesser Antilles. 

November 5, 1996: An Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking sought the public's answers to a 

series ofquestions concerning a proposed revision ofhours-of-service rules for 

commercial vehicle drivers. It also solicited infonnation on research, operational tests or 

pilot regulatory programs relating to commercial driver fatigue and hours of service. 

November 12~ 1996: lnternational Air Transport Associationl Air Transport Association 

agreements were approved in which carriers agreed to waive the liability caps of the 

Warsaw Convention with regard to aviation passenger accidents. 

November 19, 1996: DOT began implementation of the Aviation Disaster Family Assistance Act 

of 1996. Secretary Pella and Chairman James E. Hall of the National Transportation Safety 

Board sent a letter to more than 160 U.S. carriers to advise them ofthe nev,' law and 

remind them that DOT would follow up to ensure the carriers implement their plans 

follo'wing un accident. 
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December 20, 1996: MARAD awarded contracts for 38 vessels to participate in the Maritime 

Security Program (MSP). In January 1997, the award of nine agreements fully committed 

MSP funding authority for 47 vessels. The agreements included the statutory requirement 

that MSP operators shall make commercial transportation resources available to the 

Department of Defense by enrolling in an Emergency Preparedness Agreement. 

December 20. 1996: President Clinton nominated Secretary Pei\a to become Secretary of Energy 

and nominated Federal Highway Administrator Slater to succeed him as Secretary of 

Transportation. 

Decembel' 27, 1996: End of the Saint U\\vrcnec Seaway navigation season. The 

Availability/reliability perfomlance measure was 97 percent fol' 274 days of navigation. 

December 30,1996: DOT banned oxygen generators as cargo on passenger airplanes (a regulation 

initiated as a result of the Valu)e! crash on May 11, 1996), 
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1997: The FTA instituted a comprehensive drug and alcohol audit program. As of this date, the 

FTA had conducted audits of79 major transit agencies! compliance with the drug and 

alcohol regulations. 

1997: Secretary Slater established the Office of the Chief Infonnation Officer to provide strategic 

direction to the Department's $2.5 billion infonnation technology program and to ndvise 

the Secretary on major capital technology investments. 

1997: The International Safety Management Code was implemented in U.S. law. 

1997: The Coast Guard entered into an agreement with the Saint Lawrence Scaway Development 

Corporation to institute a program of joint vessel inspections. Cargo vessels transiting the 

Saint Lawrence River, between the Great Lakes and the Atlantic Ocean, now enjoy 

reduced inspection times, The program allows tor deficiencies to be corrected before ships 

enter U.S. waters. 

1997: During the year, for the first time, there were no oil spills in the Major category (over 

100,000 gallons). 
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1997: Effective with automobile crash testing of 1997 models late in the year, the New Car 

Assessment Program, was expanded to include side impact testing. Unlike the frontal tests, 

which arc conducted a135 miles per hour; side impact tests were to be conducted at 38.5 

miles per hour, 

1997: Through negotiations, the Seaway entities extended the Seaway toll freeze again for 1997. 

This was the fourth year of the freeze to improve System competitiveness and to 

encourage increased traffic levels. 

1997: The SLSDC presented annual Pacesetter awards t? Duluth, Minnesota and Cleveland, Ohio, 

1997: Operation Frontier Shield seized over 200,000 pounds of illegal drugs. 

1997: Coast Guard mobile training teams conducted 75 missions to foreign countries for on-site 

training during 1997. 

1997: During the year, the FAA and the Environmental Protection Agency issued rules, in 

accordance with the Clean Air Act, implementing International Civil Aviation 

Organization standards on engine emissions. 
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January 13, 1997: The FHWA's Office of Motor Carrier Safety released the results of a 

comprehensive national study on commercial vehicle operator fatigue. Federal Highway 

Administrator Slater announced 3 series of actions to educate drivers about fatigue hazards 

and to obtain national infonnation that would help the agency update its hours~of-servicc 

regulations. 

January 16, 1997: The FAA announced that the first Display Channel Complex Rehos! computer 

system \\"3S operationaL Four other such systems were installed at en route centers in fiscal 

year 1997 as part of a series or actions to combat service interruptions. 

January 30,1997: Secretary of Defense William S. Cohen approved the Voluntary Intcnnodal 

Sealift Agreement (VISA) as the principal commercial sealift readiness program oftbe 

Department of Defense. VISA enrollment satisfies the requirement that Madtime Security 

Program participants enroll in a Department of Defense~apptoved sealift progr.alli. 

January 30, 1997: The SLSDC achieved an unqualified "clean" audit opinion on its fiscal year 

1996 financial statements, 

February 3, 1997: DOT published notice of an order on environmental justice implementing 

Executive Order 12898, 
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February 7, 1997: The FHVv"A's Office of Motor Carrier Safety planned a series of regional 

"listening sessions" to hear what commercial vehicle drivers thought about the regulations 

goveming the hours: they can drive or be offduty, The listening sessions were part of the 

agency's effort to deal with the complex issue of driver fatigue and alertness. 

February 12, 1997: The White House Commission on AViation Safety and Security, later known 

as the Gore Cornmisslont released its final report to President Clinton. Responding to the 

Gore Commission's report, the FAA and NASA announced an initiative, in partnership 

with the Department of Defensc and the aviation industry, to reduce aircraft accident rates 

fivefold within 10 years. 

February 14, i 997: Federal Highway Administrator Slater took the oath of office as the nation's 

13'" SecretaI)' of Transportation. He became the second African-American (after Secretary 

WlIlium Coleman) and the second fonner Federal Highway AdmInistrator (after Secretary 

John Volpe) to hold the post. 

February 26, 1997: The SLSDC concluded negotiations with AFGE Local 1968, with a Ihree-ye'lf 

agreerneflt that included the first major rewrite of the union contract, anua wugc level 

increllSe on a par with olher industry contracts prevailing in the Massena, New York area, 

March 1997: Operation GutfShield was begun to comhat the interdiction of drugs in the Gulf of 

Mexico. For the first time since World War II, beach patroIs were begun to monitor the 

remote areas along the South Texas shoreline. 
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March 8,1997: President Clinton signed the "Memorandum on Government Employment for 

Welfare Recipients," 

March 	II, 1997: The Coast Guard issued a Final Rule requiring operators of towboats greater than 

eight m("1ers in length to have completed an Ilpproved RADAR operator course of 

instruction, After a comment period. there were no Changes to the original interim rule. 

March 12, 1997: President Clinton, Vice President Gore and Secretary Slater unveBed the 

Administration '5 ISTEA reauthorization package, called the National Economic 

Crossroads Transportation Eff1ciency Act, or NEXTEA, at a White House event. 

March 19. 1997: DOT upheld the reasonableness of the fee structure adopted by Miami 

Imernational Airport to finance the airport's restoration and expansion. The Court of 

Appeals affirmed DOT's decision, 
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Murch 27,1997: The SLSDC "nd the Coast Guard, in conjunction with the SlSA and Transport 

Canada, signed a memQrandum of understanding to develop a program of coordinated 

vessel inspections and enforcement activities to expedite safe transit of vessels along with 

protection of the environment. The program minimizes vessel customer inspection delay 

time; avoids inspections wolle the vessel is underway; minimizes duplicative inspections; 

and ensures that deficiencies are corrected prior to entering U.S. waters. Based on 1997 

navig3tion season experience, further refinement of the inspection regime agreement was 

to be negotiated during 1998. 

April 2, 1997: Opening of the Saint Lnwrcnce Seaway's 39:~ navigation season. 

April 11, 1997: SLSDC Administrator McDonald submitted her resignation, effective in May, On 

July 14, Secretary Slater named SLSDC Deputy Administrator David Q, Sanders as 

Acting Administrator. 

April 14, 1997: FHWA's Office of Motor Carrier Safety issued a proposaJ which provided for 

Regulatory Guidance for the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations designed to resolve 

incon3istencies between the FMCSRs and NHTSA's FMVSS. 
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April 15, J997: The Utah Department ofTrunsportation issued a Notice to Proceed fur the largest 

single contract design/build project Ln the nation's transportation history. '~he project 

consists ofdesign and construction of 26 kilometers ofI~ 15 from downtown Salt Lake 

City to Sandy, Utah, This $1 ,59 billion project consisted of the comp!ete reconstruction of 

the existing facility. including the replacement of 143 bridges, the development of a 

regional Advanced Traffic Mlmagement System (ATMS), extensive geotechnical work, 

high occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes and additional gener..tl purpose and auxiliary tanes. 

The planned completion date was July 2001. 

April 16. 1991: Joined by former Secretaries Boyd, Card, Coleman, Pena and Skinner, and a broad 

coalition oflcaders from govemment. safcty organizations and business, Secretary Slater 

launched an initiative to increase U.S, seat belt use to 85 percent by 2000. 

April 17, 1997: Secretary Slater sent to Congress the Clinton-Gore Administration's proposed 

Surface Transportation Safety Act of 1997. It included provisions to reauthorize the 

hazardous materials transportation safety program and contained numerous 

recommendations to improve the federal hazardous materials law, It also contained 

pipeline and food safety provisions. 

April 22, 1997; DOT issued its statement ofcomplianec policy regarding ticketless airline travel 

to ensure that consumers traveling by air using electronic tickets or other ticket less travel 

receive reasonable notice of the terms ofcondition of their airline travel. 
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April 22, 1997: The Coast Guard opened a Port State Control Web site that would allow any 

concemed party worldwide 10 access information on vessels: and tletenninc 

owner/operator, nag state, classification society. risk assessment and violation history. 

May 5, 1997: Secretary Slater transmitted to Congress DOT's proposed legislation to establish the 

Saint Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation as a perfomlunce-based organization 

(PSO), the first PSO proposal to be sent to the 105· Congress. 

May 30,1997: At the Morgan School of Science in Cleveland, Ohio, Secretary Slater annQunced 

the Gurrett A Morgan Technology and Transportation Futures Program to encourage 

careen; in transportation. Morgan was an African-American inventor whose most notable 

invention was the traffic signal. 

June 2. 1997: Acting Federal Highway Administrator Jane Garvey inaugurated International 

Highway Safety Week and unveiled a S 1.5 miHion technology dernonslrnlion vehicle. 

Transportation officials from Canada and Mexico joined Acting Administrator Garvey at 

the event. 

June 10, 1997: The ITA signed a full funding grant agreement with the Sacramento Regional 

Tmllsit District for the South Corridor light rail transit extension. 
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June 24,1997: The U.S. Senate Governmental Affairs and Appropriations committees announce 

that DOT received the highesl rating among all federal agencies for its Strategic Plan 

required by the GovCOlmcnt Pcrrornlance and Results Act of 1993. 

June 30, 1997: The FTA signed a full runding grant agreement with the San Francisco Bay Area 

Rapid Transit District for the BART extension to the San Francisco airport 

July 1997; The FTA signed a full funding grant agreement with the Los Angeles Co.anty 

Metropolitan Transportation Authority for the North Hollywood subway line. 

July 10, 1997: The FAA announced a Final Rule increasing the inronnatlon to be collected by 

Digital Flight Data Recorders. 

July 16~18, 1997: At the request of NHTSA and the Ronald Reagan 'nstitute of Emergency. . 

Mt.'didne. an expert panel was convened to formulate recommendations on spL.'Cific 

medical indications for air bag disconnection. The panel, consisting of 17 physicians, later 

issued a tinal report on the final recommendations oftlus panel/conference in October. 

These recommendations guided many of [he decisions to approve or deny requests for 

discollnection ofair bags mnde ofNHTSA. 
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July 26,1997: Tbe Coast Guard established an interim rule for implementing the International 

Convention on Standards, Training, Certification and Watchkccping, This ruling revamped 

the process for training, testing. evaluating, documenting and liccnsmg merchant mariners, 

The International Convention raised the qualification bar for all mantlmc nations to a new 

high. 

~uly 26,1997. President Clinton signed Executive Order 13057, which initiated.a process/program 

to prolect the extraordinary ecological and recreational resources in the Lake Tahoe Basin, 

During the Presidential Summit, the President. Secretary Slater and other leaders 

expressed commitrnel1t 10 achievement and maintenance of the environmental thresholds, 

cultural and historical values and economic health of the Lake Tahoe Basin. 

July 31,1997: The Coast Guard issued the interim rule that allowed certain c1assincation societies 

to perfoml inspections and issue intcmalionni certificates to operale U.S. flagged vessels, 

The program placed the burden on vessel owners and operators to comply with 

intemationallaw and eliminated redundant plan fCview and inspection by classification 

societies and the Coast Guard. 

August 1997: A successful demonstration of tile Automated High\vny System prototype and test 

track was presented in San Diego, California. This was a joint effort among DOT and 

leading organizations from academia and the motor vehicle, highway, electronics and 

communications industries. 
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August 5, 1997: President Clintoli signed into law the Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997, which 

providl:d Amtrak with a $23 billion tax refund to he used for qualified rail passenger 

expenses, including the acquisition of new rolling stock and equipment and upgrading 

facilities. It also modified the Internal Revenue Code to permit "parking cash outs," in 

which employers can penl1it their employees to cxchange their free parking bencfit for 

taxable cash to be used to pay for alternative modes such as walking, biking or carpooling. 

August 6, 1997: Korean Air Flight 801 crashed onlhe island of Guam. Coast Guard personnel 

from the BasslVood and the GalveslOl1 Island assisted survivors and helped with the 

recovery of victims. 

August 22, 1997: Secretary Slater sent to Congress the Clinton-Gore Administration's proposed 

"Motor Carrier Safety Act of 1997," to strengthen safety in the trucking and transport 

industry. 

August 28, 1997: The FHWA's Offiee of.vlotor Carrier Safety held a public meeting to discuss 

the development of the "North American Standard for Protection Against Shifting of 

Fatting Cargo." This began the process ofpublic considerntion of a new standard based on 

the jaint U.S.~ Canada research project on cargo securement 

September 1997: TIle Committee on Transportation Research and Development of the National 

Science and Technology Council Issued the first~cver Transportation Science and 

Technology Strategy. 
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September 10, !997: DOT issued an advance notice of proposed rulemaking initiating a review of 

its niles on airline computer reservation systems to determine whether they are effective 

and st111 necessary to protect airline competition and prevent consumer deception. 

September! 7, 1997: The passel1ger cruise vessel C. Columbus entered the Seaway at Montreal for 

a 19><ilay cruise of the Greal Lakes. This marked the first transit of a passenger vessel 

through the System since 1975. 

September 19,1997: The SLSDC conducted an Adopt-a-School kick.offprogram at the Jefferson 

Elementary School in Massena, New York, In addition, SLSDC staff in rvlassena launched 

a new partnering effort wilh 1!1e "Tech Prep"/Sehool-to Work-Initiative with Massena 

Central High School and Clarkson University School of Business, to preparc high school 

juniors and seniors for post-school employment. SLSDC provided "shadowing" 

oppmtunities tor students at Corporation racilities and SLSDC also donated surplus 

computer equipment to the program. A new partnership between the Tech Prcp Program and 

the Garrett A. Morgan Transportation and Technology Futures Progf"tll1l focused on 

preparing students f.or transportation careers. 

September 26,1997: The SLSDC conducted its annual emergency preparedness exercise, 

including a chemical spill exercise in Alexandria Ba)" New York. 
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September 29, 1997: The :v1nssachusetts Bay Transportation Authority completed construction 

and opened 62 miles of commuter rail service on the Old Colony Lines to Middleborough 

and Plymouth, Massachusetts. 

September 30,1997: Secretary Shter unveiled DOT's Strategic Plan ror fiscal years 1997~2002. 

Congress later ranked the plan as the best in the federal government 

October 6, 1997: Secretary Slater and National Highway Traffic Safety Administrator Ricardo 

Martinez hosted a nationally televised town hall meeting to support and energize nattonal, 

state, and local partnerships in the President's Initiative for Increasing Scat Belt Use. By 

increasing seal belt use nationwide, the American public would prevent thou$.tlnds of 

needless traffic deaths. injuries and the related costs. Thc town hall meeting included a 

video message rram President Clinton, formcr Surgeon General C. Everett Koop and many 

other participants. Tbousands of participants across America took part in facililnted 

discussions foHowing the broadcast. 

October 14-25, 1997: The SLSDC conducted a trade mission to Gemwny and South Africa. 

October 24, ] 997: DOT revises its standards for granting exemptions from the slot restrictions at 

O'Hare, ],F,K, and LaGuardia airports to make it easier for newwcntrant airlines to begin 

serving those airports. The Second Circuit later upheld DOT's decisiol1l0 liberalize its 

standards, 
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October 29, 1997: The Task Force on Assistance 10 Families of Aviation Disasters, co-chaired by 

Secretary Slater and National Transportation Safety Board Chainnan James E, Hull, issued 

61 recommendatiol)s to ens.urc that the families of aviation disaster victims receive prompt 

and compassionate assistance. 

November 2, 1997: The Coast Guard vessel Barwwfcaptured four Cuban exiles planning to make 

an assassination attempt on Cuban President Fidel Castro. The seizure was made off 

Puerto Rico, 

November 3. 1997: The FRA and the Surface Transportation Board jointly issued the Safety 

rntegration P!an Guidelines to ensure that proper safety planning and safety investments 

arc addressed during mergers, The plan was a comprehcns~ve pl'Oposal submitted by a 

Class I railroad (and others) proposing to consolidate, merge or acquire control of another 

Class J railroad, 

November 10, 1997: A landmark settlement between the United States and japan concerning the 

reforming ofrcstrictivc· Japanese IWI\ practices was reached in Washington, D,C, 

November 12, 1997: Con,gress passed a six-month reauthorization of the federal highway, trdnsit 

and safety programs included under the expiring lSTEA legislation. 
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November 13, 1997: The Office ofthe Inspector General testified before Congress on the FAA'$ 

runway incursion program, noting that runway incursions were on the rise and that 

improvements were needed ror the r:AA to meet its goal of reducing their incidence, This 

was the first in a series of several Offkc of the Inspector General reports 011 runway 

incursions - which continue to be ;m important aviation safety focus for DOT, 

November 13. 1997: Secretary Slater participated in Massena, Kew York, education events 

including: dedication of a new playground for the school that was constructed by SLSDC 

employees; presentations by the students to the Secretary and the SLSDC; 

acknowledgment of computer equipment furnished to the school by the SLSDC; a signing 

ceremony fonnalizing the new pannership agreement between SLSDC, Clarkson 

University, Potsdam, New York, and the SL Lawrence County School System, This 

combined aspects of the DOT's new Garret A. Morgan Technology and Tnmsportation 

Futures Program with the county's existing Tech Prep Program, The agreement was the 

first under the new DOT program. 

November JS, 1997: Secretary Slater and NHTSA announced that consumers fitting certain risk 

profiles would be able to purchase on-offswitches to temporarily deactivate air bags to 

preserve their benclits while minimizing their risks. 

November 18, 1997: The North American R'lil Alel1ness Partnership was created as a 

collaborative effort to synergistically apply resources to address hltiguc as a cause of 

accidents, incidents and injuries in the railroad industry. 
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November 21, 1997: The FHWA'5 Office of!vIotor CalT;er Safety and the !vIaryland State Police 

mounted an enforcement program to target aggressive driving on the Capital Beltway. 

With a $400,000 grant from the FHWA, the Maryland State Police started the tesling of 

advance speed detection devices and high~rc-solution digital cameras to detect and record 

aggressive driving and other traffic violilliollS. 

November 21, 1997: Secretary Slater unveiled the first electronic docket system on Ihe World 

Wide Web, breaking new ground in the effort to involve Americans in the governmental 

dccisionmuking process, The site contains rufemaking and other legal documents, 

providing access to brmlden public participation in regulatory isslIes. 

:"lovcmber 25 j 1997: Secretary Slater and Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt signed 11 

Memorandum of Understanding for cooperative development and integration of 

transportation planning with the Departmenl of the Interior, The agreement is intended to 

improve transportation Wl1hin umJ around national parks und other federal lands. 

December 1997: DOT amended its rules on airline computer reservations systcms 10 give smaller 

airlines a bettcr opportunity to compete. The new rules prohibited certain types of 

restrictive contracts imposed by the systems on airline participants and required systems to 

display airline services more fairly. 

December 1, 1997: President CHnton signed into law the Surface Transportation Extension Act. 
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December 2, 1997: Presidellt Clinton signed into Jaw thc An'ttmk Refom) and Accountability Act 

of 1997, which authorized appropriations for Amtrak for fiscal years 1998-2002, 

eliminated mandates that hampered Amtrak's ability to operatc efficiently and mandated 

that Amtrak achieve operational self-sufficiency by the start of fiscal year 2003. The act 

also eSlablished a new board ofdirectors nominated by the President wilh the auvice and 

consent of the Senate. 

December 12, 1997: In Hawaii. the $1.4 billion, 16.1-mile Routc H-3 freeway was opened to 

public traffic. This new ImcrStmc and Defense Highway connected the Pearl Harbor Naval 

StationlHickam Air Force Base complex with the Kanoohe Marine Corps Base on the 

Island ofOahll. The opening culminated a 37-ycar efT0l110 build the third Trans~KooInu 

highway on the island of Oahu. This freeway now carries one-third ora!l traffic between 

Leeward and Windward Oahu. During the eurly years of development, H-3 was the legal 

test bed for many of the emerging environmental laws and regulations that were 

implemented in the early 1970$. 

December 16. 1997: President Clinton signed into law the Foreign Air CarrLer Family Support 

Act, which requires all foreign airlines operating lurge aircraft to or from the U.S. to file 

with the Department and the National Tnmsporlatjon Safety Board a plan to ensure proper 

treatment of the families of victims ofaviation disasters occurring within the United 

Slates. 
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December 26. 1997: End of the Saint Lawrence Seaway's navigation season. The 

Availability/reliability pcrfomumcc measure was 97 percent for 269 days ofnavigallOtl. 

December 28. 1997: The Coast Guard Leadership Development Center in New London, 

Connecticut, was opencJ. 
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