
1998: The Coast Guard vessel Chase was deployed to the Pcrsian Gulfin support of the United 

Nations embargo against Iraq. 

1998: The Commercial Vehicle Sarety Alliancc, in partllership with the FH WA's Omec of Motor 

Carrier SafelY, established the Level VI Enhtf\1eed Radioactive Inspeclion Criteria. The 

criteria, which govenl inspections orall highway roule controlled shipments of radioactive 

materials at the point or origin, prohibits transportation if the vehicle. its driver, or the 

hazardous materials shipment, is found to be in noncompliance wilh applicable 

regulations. 

January 29, -1998: DOT began implementation of the Foreign Air Carrier Family SuppO!'t Act. 

Secretary Slater and Chairman James E. Hall of the National Transportation Safety Board 

scnt 11 IcHer to 317 foreign curners 10 advise them or the new iaw and remind them that 

DOT would follow up to ellsure thc carriers implement their plans following ::.m accident. 

A significant number of foreign carriers had their authority to operate in the U.s. revoked 

hccause of their failure to file plans as required. 
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January 1998: DOT reached a landmark aviation agreement with Japan that opened a variety of 

!lew service opportunities. The agreement made possible the inauguration or several new 

U.S,-Japan services while also resolving a long-standing dispute regarding the rights of 

U.S. carriers to operate beyond Japan to other Asian points. 

February 2, 1998: Students from 13 Prince George's County and District ofColulllbia schools 

pa~ic.ipatc in the Department's first-ever Groundhog Job Shadow Day. The event is the 

first student activity to take place since DOT entered into the Prince George's County 

School-ta-Careers Initiative as part afOOT's Garrett A Morgan Technology and 

Transportation Futures Progl1lm. 

Febnmry G, 1998: President Clinton signed into law legislation (cnmning Washington National 

Airport the Ronald Rcag:m Washington National Airport ailcr the 40lh president. 

February 9.1998: SLSDC management participated in several evems, that focused on SLSDC 

AfGEfUnion membcrs ill Massena. >Jew York: attcnded partnership council mcetings; 

conducted an employee award ceremony "in recognilion of community service during the 

lee Stoml of 1998" that included presentation of several certificates ofcommendation for 

extraordinary volunteerism, 
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February 1 i, 1998: For the first time, cargo tanks not meeting DOT requirements were removed 

from service through a Federal Register Sufety Notice alerting the public of the non­

compliant t.anks. The 60 cargo wnks in question had inadequate rollover and rcar~cnd 

accident damage protection dcvices. Since 1998, similar actions have been taken with five 

other manufacturers affecting more than 1,000 cargo tanks. 

February 17, 1998: The HIWA opened the ~atiollal Work Zone Safety Infonnution 

Clearinghouse, centralizing infonnation on improving lhc safety ofm.otorislS and 

construction workers in highway work zones. 

February 18, 1998: Pursuant to a statutory requirement ~md following several fatal airliner 

accidents in which there were delays in dctemlining who was onboard and in nOlifying 

victims' families, DOT issued a rule requiring the collection and retention of passenger 

manifest infonnation fcr American citizens on all flights to and from1he U.S. 

March 1998: Federal Transit Administrutor Gordon Unton issued the FTA's first fivc-ycar 

Strategic Plan. 

March 	1998: 1"hc SLSDC and the Coast GuanI vessel inspection agreement signed in 1997 was 

renegotiated for the 1998 navigation season. 
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March I, 1998: Sccrc{ary Slater and Small Business Administrator Aidu Alvarez signed a 

Memorandum of UnderstatHling to develop and implement a pilot project to streamline the 

process for awarding contmcts under Section 8(a) orthe Small Business Act. 

March 5, 1998: Secretary Slater reassigned pilotage oversight from the SLSDC back to the U.s, 

Coast Guard based 011 a U.S. Court of Appeals decision that overruled a lower court 

decision favoring the! 995 transfer. 

March 11, 1998: A new mle was proposed to require that commercial vehicle drivers convicted of 

viOlating laws or regulations conceming railroad-highway grade crossings be disqualified 

from driving. 

March 20, 1998: Secretary Slatcr announced the initialive on the Marinc Transportation System 

(MTS): Watcn'l'uys, Ports and tbeir Intennodal Connectors. He also launched seven 

Regional Listening Sessions on the MT8, 

Murch 24, 1998: DOT's Inspector General tcsti (jed before Congress on plans for his office's first 

~mnual ussessment of Amtrak's efforts toward sclf~sumcicncy, The Amtrak Refnm1 and 

Accountability Act of 1997 required these audits. They have shaped the issues in 

Congressional oversight of Amtrak '$ efforts to achieve operational sci r-sufficiency by 

2002. 

'Murch 26,1998: Opening oftlie Saint Lawrence Seaway's 40th navigation season. 
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March 26, 1998: A third Saint Lawrence Seaway binational exit survey was prepared for 

immediate implementation on opening day. The program continued throughout the 

navigaHon season ending ill late December 1998. 

Murch 30, 1998: The SLSDC was certified as Y2K-complianl for all facility and data systems by 

the Management infonnation Systems starr. 

April 1998: France agreed 10 an open transatlantic aviation agreement which includes aIi the 

ch:mcnts of the U.s, "Open Skies" agreement, excepting onty unrestricted fifth-freedom 

(third-country) rights. 

April 1998: DOT began inronnal review of the possible competitive effects of the proposed 

alliances between major U,S, airlines (United-Delta. Amcrican-USAirv/ays and 

Northwest-Continental). The parties to the United-Delta and Amcrican-USAirways 

alliances later decided to limit their cooperation to reciprocal participatlon in rrequent flyer 

programs and executive lounges at airports. 

April 1, 1998: In Dakar, Senegal. Secretary SInter announced the Clinton-Gore Administration's 

"Safe Skies for Africa" initiative 10 promote sustainable improvements in aviation sufcty 

and airport security in Africa. 
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April 4, 1998, Secretary Slater transmiuetl legislation to Congress to create a PcrConnancc-Based 

Organization within the Federal Aviation Administration (0 provide air traffic control 

servICes. 

April 6, 1998: The FHWA'5 Office ofl'v1otor Carrier Safety unnoum::c~l a voluntary program under 

which a molar carrier with Glohal Positioning System technology and rehncd safety 

management computer systems may entcr a pilot demonstration project to record and 

monitor drivers' hours oC service, This provides an allcmativc to the handwritten "logs" 

(driver's hours-of·service records) required by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 

Regulations. 

April 7, 1998: The Coast Guard received delivery of the Barracuda. the first in lhe new class of 

87~foot patroi boals. 

April 9, 1998: Secretary Slater unveiled u new commuter rail station a1 Miami Intcmational 

Airport, The station is the first component of the Miami IntemlOdal Center, which \vill 

provide a central transrcr point for regional passenger railroad trips, intercity bus, taxi, 

limo service and passenger vehicle operations. 
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April 10. 1998: Acting Oli the basis of its investigation ofinfomml complaints by smaller; onen 

new~cntmnt airlilles. DOT issued a proposed enforcement policy on airline competition, 

The policy \"'ould set guidelines for when enforcement action could be taken on the bnsis 

of predatory behavior in the airline industry aimed at eliminating service by I1C\V entrants 

at hub airports. 

April 14. 1998; Vice President Gore, Secretary Sl.:!lcr. and Feueral A viation Administrator Garvey 

unveiled "Safer Skies - A Focllsed Agenda," based on a review ofthc causes of avmtioH 

accidents. The initiative focused on a limited number of arens nffecting safety, such as 

controlled flight illto terrain. 

Apri120, 1998: The FTA initiated u stri11gent, agency wide initiativc to address the issue orkcy 

station compliancc with the Americans With Disabilities Act. The review was successfully 

concluded on July l, 1998, PriOI' to this effort, only 215 stations were documented as being 

accessible to disabled riders, As a I'esult of this effort, G66 stalions wen: eithcr accessible 

or were planned for fun compliance. Of these stations, 349 arc committed 10 be in full 

compliance by or before December 311" 2001, The: remaining 23 sttttions, 4 pel'cent of the 

total of 689 key stations, were under consideration for time cXlensiolls. 
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April 20, J998: DOT revealet1two legislative proposals for a morc businesslike FAA. One 

prol)Osal was to establish a PcrConnancc-Bascd Organization (PBO} for air traffic control 

with an Innovative funding method to improve efficiency and ensure that user-fcc funding 

is linked to spending. The concept stemmed from recommendations of the National Civil 

Aviation Review Commission. The other proposal involved runding Cor airport grants <lnd 

projects and an increase in the amount tbat airport authorities can charge for Passenger 

Facility Charges. 

April 20. 1998: A Notice of ProposcO Rulemaking proposes to amend the recordkccpilig 

requirements for the hours-of-service regulations by means of a supporting document 

uuditing systc11l1hat <Ill motor carriers would usc to support the accuracy of the drivers' 

records ofduty status. 

April 30. 1998: Secretary Slater held a press confercnce Ht the foot oftbc Washington Monument 

to announce a traffic safety partnership with Chrysler Corporation and the American 

Trauma Society 11H~t will address the dangers of red light running. The American Trauma 

Society selected the FHWA '5 campaign against rcd light running uS its top s.afety initiative 

and Chrysler agreed to sponsor ID1d promote the campaign's messages of safety and 

responsibility over the next severa! years. 
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May 4, 1998: NHTSA issued n Final Rule requiring that air-braked truck tractors manuractured 

tlncr March I, 1997, and air-braked single-unit trucks, buses. trailers and converter dollies 

manufactured al1er M.!rch 1,1998. be equipped with anti lock brake systems (ABS) that 

meet NHTSA 's FMVSS #i2L The rule also required that hydraulic-braked trucks and 

buses manufactured after March 1, i999, be equipped with ABS meeting FMVSS #105. 

Motor carriers were required (0 maintain these ABS systems. 

May 13, 1998; DOT and tbe FAA unveiled a new data-driven air carrier inspection progmm, the 

Air Transportation Oversight System, The program was designed to bell' inspectors spot 

safety trends and catch problems before lhcy lead to accidents. 

May 14, 1998: A NHTSA Notice of Proposed Rulemakillg proposed to amend the Federal Motor 

Cunier Sarety Regulations to require thallr;).irers and semi-trailers weighing 10,000 

pounds or more manufactured after JarillaI)' 26, 1998. be equipped with rear impact guards 

lbut meel NHTSA's FMVSS #223. Tbis complies with NHTSA's FMVSS #224 

requirements for rear¥impact protection. 

May 22, 1998: DOT issued its amended public charter regulations that ease regulatory burdens on 

the industry while maintaining the essential financial protections afforded charter air 

travelers. 

May 25·JUIlC 5,1998: The SLSDC held a trade mission to Cyprus and Greece. 
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june I, 1998: Transport Canada's unilatcnli proposal to increase Seaway tolls 2 percent across­

tho-board each year for three to five ye.lrs wus implemented. This marked the first toll 

increase since 1993. This action by Cunada wus an abrogmion of the J 959 Memorandum 

of Agreement (~10A) on the Seaway Tariff of1'0115 between the U.S. and Canada. JUlie 8, 

tbe State Department trans-mitted a demarche to Canada, registering U.S, objection. 

June 2,1998; The FAA announced a new policy to pave the way for imptementation ofF!ight 

Infomlation Services, which would provide digital data directly into the cockpits of 

general aviation aircraft, The policy reflecteu a consensus between the FAA and the 

genera1 aviation community, nnd snpponed the Safer Skies agenda announced in April 

1998, 

June 8, 1998: The Surface Transportntion Board approved the acquisition of Conrail by CSX 

Corpomlion and Norfolk Southern Corpor:.ltjon. 

June 9. 1998: The FHW A's Office of fv1otor Carder $:.IfC1Y published for the first time a list of 

L'$, highways and roadways designated as preferred routes for hazardous materials or 

restricted from hazardous matel'ials transportation. The list was published in the Federal 

Register and is avai!able on (he Internet:.lt http://huzmaLfmesu.dotgov. 
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June 9, 1998: President Clinton signed into law the Transportation Equity Act for the 21 st Century"'" 

(TEA-21), the six-year, $218 billion surface lnmsportation reauthorization bill passed by 

the Congress on May 22, 2000. TEA»21 included the reautborization of the disadvantaged 

business enterprise (DBE} program, un important clement of the Clinton-Gore 

Administration's effort to enstlre a level playing field for small, disadvantaged businesses 

as they compete for federally funded state and !ocal contracts. 

June 16, 1998: A ~otice of Proposed RulenUlking proposed to eliminate the ll1urking regulations 

of the fonner ICC and require that mQtor carriers replace the vehicle markings sped oed by 

those requirements with markings that eonfonn with the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 

Regulations (i,c., the Me numbers repiaced with DOT numbers). 

June 18, 1998: A Northern Indianl1 Commuter {min struck a tnlck loaded with coil sleel ut u 

highway~rail crossing in Portage, Indiann, killing three train passengers and injuring [\\'0. 

JUlle 18, 1998: The Finnl Rule on Regulatory Removals nnd Substantive Amendments removed, 

amended and redesignated provisions of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations tbat 

were redundant, obsolete, unnecessary, ineffective or burdensome, The rule is consistent 

with the President's Regulatory Reinvention Revlc\v and the FHWA'$ Zero Base 

Regulatory Review, 
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June 19. 1998: A Notice of Proposed Rulemaking proposed to require that truck tr.ailers operating 

in interstate commerce be equipped on both sides and in the back with rClrorcilective tape 

or rcOex reflectors. This rule would apply to trallcrs manufactured before December 

1,1993 (trailers manufacturt'd after that date bad (0 be so equipped in accordance with 

NHTSA's FMVSS). Motor Curriers would have two years to ,add this equipment, ,and a 

IO~ycar transition period to confonn to tbe standard of red and white colors. 

JUlle 22 j 1998: The FRA amended track safety standards addrcssi:ig higb~spccd rail standards for 

trains traveling up to 200 miles per hour. 

June 29,1998: Secretary Slater met with representatives of DOT's disability community. The 

Scc!'e(ary committed (0 foml a DOT~widc Disability Services Center. to be run by 

employees from the Departmental Office of Civil Rights and the Transportation 

Administrative Services CentcL 

July 1998: The FHWA deycloped a new educational exhibit and reluted youth activitics 

celebrating the transportation history of the Mississippi Valley in honor of the 60';' 

anniversary of the National Scenic and Historic Highway known as the Great River Road, 

The Great River Road is one orthe oidest, longest and most unique scenic byways in 

r\onh America. 
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July t, 1998: Thc- Coast Guard began enforcing a new international safety management code 

(ISM). This code was designed by the internationul community 10 incrcase the standards 

for safety management systems on commercial vessels. The final ruling gave the Coast 

Guard authority to deny entry into U.S. ports of any vessel that did not meet the safer 

certification requirements" 

July 8, 1998: Deputy Secretary Downey transmiHcd to Congress DOT's Dry Bulk Cargo Disposal 

Icgislative proj'msal, the culmination of a ycar~!ol1g task force, chaired hy DOT and 

comprised of representatives of111e Departments of Justice, Interior, Commerce, Derense 

fmd {he Environmental Protection Agency, to develop a national approach to the disposal 

of dry hutk cargo from commercia! vessels on lhe inland waterway system. 

Ju\y 15; i998: The SLSOC completed the annual Pacesetter awards. Awards were made to: 

Detroit, Michigan: Eric, Pennsylvania; Green Bay, Wisconsin; and Oswego, New York. 

July 16, 1998: The SLSOC was awarded (SO 9002 certification for the vessel inspection services 

program conduCtcd in cooperation with 1he Coast Guard and the SLSAJSLSMC. ISO 9002 

is an imernational standard for quality managemcnt and refers to a group of standards lhat 

require an organization to establish and document processes that ensure quality, .edllcate 

workers about them, oversee the process to proviue confidence that they arc being 

followed and producing results and make contmuous improvements. 
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July 20, 1998: A Notice of Proposed Rulemaking s.ought comments and s.upporting data on what 

issues should be considered in constructing a motor carrier rating system (or the future, 

since the TEA-2! legislation subst~ntiut1y heightened the importance or"unsatisfilctory" 

ratings, 

July 22,1998: The FRA issued a final order for instnUation of the Advanced Civil Speed 

Enforcement System, a train control system, on alltroins opcl1ltlng betwcen New I-Iaven. 

Connecticut j and Boston, Mass.lchusctts, by 2000. 

July 22, 1998: Congress recognized. the success or tile five-year Summer Transportation Institute 

(STI) pilot (1993-1998) by authorizing funding for lhe STI in TEA-21. This authorization 

enabled the FHWA to expand the program as the National Summer Transportation 

Institute and to increase the number of host sites ami participating students. 

August 5. 1998; Deputy Secretary Downey issued a memo ofcongn.tlulations to the SLSDC on 

being the firsl DOT operating administration to achieve full Y2K compliance for mission 

critical, and non-critical data systems, lock operations and physical plant facilities_ The 

DOT Office of Inspector General verified compliance. 

August 6, 1998' Clyde J, Hart, Jr., was sworn in as the first AfrictlnAAmerican Maritime 

Administrator. 
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August 7, 1998; President Clinton signed into Jaw the Rehabilitation' Act Amendments of 1998 

which covered access to federally funded programs and services. The law strengthened 

section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act and required access to electronic and infol1lmlion 

technology provided by the federal government. 

August 7, 1998; Kelley $, Coyner was sworn in as the first Senate~confimled woman to serve as 

Administrator of tile Research and Special Programs Administration, 

August 12, 1998: DOT and the FAA issued an advance notke orproposcd policy regarding 

suggestions as to how 10 replace the airport rees lhat had been vacated in 1997 b'y the 

C0U11 of Appeals. 

August 25, 1998: SLSDC education initiatives in Massena, New York, included a hack~to~school 

safety program. 

August 27,1998: Coast Guard air and sea units intercepted the FV Chill Yrmg and found 170 

illegal Chinese migrants who had endured a 78~day joumcy. 

August 28, 1998: The FAA and the National Air Traffic Controllers Association signed a historic 

five-year pact in which, for the first time, a fcdcrallahor union had negotiated wages with 

a government agency. 
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September 1998: NHTSA's "ProJ11Oling Safe Passage into the 21 t( Century; Strntcgic Plan 1998," 

w(tS published. One of the long tcml goals was that NHTSA, working with the FHWA, 

estublishcd a goal ofreclueing highway fatalities and i!~urics by 20 percent by 2008 

Reaching these ohje\:livcs would result in a $2.3 billion illlllual reduction in hculth Ctlrc 

costs as a resull ofthe reduction in fatulities. 

September 2, 1998: A Swissair MD~ 11 crashed off the coast of Nova Scotia after leaving New 

York. The possibility that the accident was caused by an inflight fire involving insulation 

WitS a factor in FAA actions including a rule issued on May 25, 2QOO, requiring 

replacement ofcertain types of insuLation blankets uhoard speci fled aircraft. 

September 4, 1998: The FRA issued revised radio communications standards rcquinng, for the 

first time ever, radio or wireless communication devices ror many classifications of 

railroad operations and for roadway \-vorkcrs. 

September 4, J998: The U.s, Court of Appeals for the District ofColumbia Circuit issued a 

decision upholding the FAA's 1997 rule establishing speci'II flight restrictions ror lour 

. operators providing air services Over Grand Canyon National Pa.rk in order to restore the 

park's natural quieL 
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September 12. 1998: The SLSDC held i1S annual emergency preparedness cxcrciscs, A tanker 

vessel loaded with hazardous chemicals ran aground and fracturcd its hulL In addition to 

the hazardous cargo spill, several crcwmembcrs suffered injuries requiring hospitalization 

Ht Massena, New York. 

Septembcr 14, 1998: NHTSA announced <l proposed rule that would require air bags to pass safety 

tests using erash dummies ofall sizes: large adult, small adult, child <lnd infant. 

Scplember 24, !998: DOT and the Nationul Association for E(juul Opportunity In Higher 

Education signed a memorandum of understanding to support transportation education 

initiulIvcs to improve campus safety, 

September 25~Octobcr 3, 1998: The SLSDC held 11 trade mission to Japan roclIsing on 

shipbuilders. 

Septcmbcr 28,1998: DOT issued a Final Rule on ovcHhc~road buses requiring accessibility of 

new over-the-road buses and bus service, 
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October 1998: The FAA and its industry partners began the Free Flight Phase One program. The 

objective was to provide c,arly benefits of the Free Flight concept. which aimed at 

improving efficiency by providing much greater flexibility for high altitude operations. 

Phase One entailed limited, incremental deployment of five core capabililies: user request 

evaluation tool to help air traffic controllers identify potential colltsions; surface 

movement advisor to assist in decisions regarding aircraft movement at airports; passivc 

final approach spacing tool, an automation feature ror ,Ipprouch control facilities; traffic 

mnnagemcnt advisor, also an appronch control fcnture~ and collaborative decisionmaking 

tools that provide airlines nnd the FAA with real-time status infomla!ion. As the progrum 

progressed, the FAA established u Free Flight Phnsc Two office in the spring of 2000 to 

build upon the successes of PIU1SC One, 

October 1998: Congress passed legisla.tion requiring panics to certain types ofjoint venture 

agrccments between major airlines to submit the agreement to DOT for review bciore it 

can take effect DOT took steps to implement the icgislation and later caused Continental 

and ?\lclrtlw.:est [0 revise thetr Crequcnt flyer progrdm reciprocity agrcemcnt to modi ry 

certail1 provisions. 

October 1, 1998: Building on the success of the aging structures program, DOT and the FAA 

unveiled a multi-ycar Aging Trunsport Non-Struclural Systems Plan. Issuance of the plan 

responded 10 a recommend.llion of the White HOllse Commission on Aviation Sufety and 

Security~ heBer known as the Gore Commissioll. 
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October 1, t 998: RSPA '5 HAZMAT r~gulations became applicable to all interstate motor curriers, 

thereby fulfining the statutory mandate to regulate the foreign. interstate and intrastate 

Inmsporlation of hazardous materials in commerce. 

October 1. 1998: The Canadian Govcmmcnt aoolishcd the SLSDC's counterpart agency, the SL 

lawrence Seaway Authority (SlSA) hased in Ottawa, Ontario, and transferred SLSA 

functions to a not-for-profit corporate emi[y,. the S1. Lawrence Mallagemcnt Corporation 

(SLSMC) based in Cornwall, Ontario. The change was made in confol1llance with the 

1998 Canada Marine Act 

October 2. 1998: Secretary Slater announced timt the FHWA entered into a memorandum of 

understanding with the National Urban League. The agreement fonnally established II 

pannership between DOT and the National Urban League and its affiliates to promote 

better opportunities for education. employment and training in the transportation field for 

persons from urban areas, The memorandum of understanding, signed by Secretary Slater 

and National Urban League President Hugh Price, had a goal that included the exchange of 

ideas; information and assislance in the areas oflransportation safely, education, 

employment and business development in an erTort to increase economIc and social 

equality for disadvantaged youth in urban areas. 

October 8, 1998: On ONE DOT Day, Secretary Slater called on Departmental employees to 

reinvent their workplace culture in order to servo their customers better. 
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October 10, 1998: The FH\VA '$ Office afMatar Carrier Safety created eniorccment teams in the 

newly faroled resource centers to streamline and focus enforcement ease processing in 

these four locations. 

October 141 1998: President Clinton signed Pub. L 105-258, the Ocean Shipping Refonn Act of 

\998, a kmg sought amendment 10 the ShipI}ing Act of 1984 to encourage competition in 

intemational shipping and gro\\'lh afUnitcd Stntes imports and exports. 

Oetoher 28, 1998: A .ceremony at the Denver TRACON marked the facHity's transition to the 

Automated Radar Tcmlinal System ARTS IIiE version 6.05, known as the Common 

ARTS. The TRACON was the first facility to reach this status, 

October 30, 1998: Secretary Slater announced that eight nations - Angola. Cameroon, Cape 

Verde, Cote d'ivoirc, Kenya, Mali. Tanzania and Zimb"lbwe - were invited to p~rticipate 

in the "Safe Skies for Africa" initiative to increase the number of nations in sub 4 Sanaran 

Africa that meet the safety and security standards of the inlcmutional Civil Aviation 

Organlzatlon. 
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November 2. 1998: The FTA introduced its third generation of electromc enhancements with lhe 

Transportation Electronic Award Managemcnt (TEAM) system. The TEAM system 

evolved from the success and acceplullcc of the Electronic Grant Making and Management 

initiative begun in 1993, The system uscs Graphic Uscr Technology, providing point .and 

click "smart" selections (hat aid gl'ant recipients with application submissions .and grants 

'management. 

November 8,1998: Secretary Slater announced four fedcrallnlclligent Vehicle Initiative grants 

totaling $12,7 million. These grants would fund opcrational1es1 ofadvanced safety 

systems addressing large truck rollover, rcar-cnd collisions, roadway departure collisions, 

advance braking and hazurd waming. 

November ]3, 1998: President Clinton signed Pub. L. I()5~389, the Centennial of Flight 

CommcmorJtion Act. to prepare {I celebration ofl.hc nchievcmcnJ. ofbeavicr-tlwn-air 

powcrc-d fligh' in 1903 by 'he Wrigh' bro,hers. 

November 13, 1998: President Climon signed Pub. L. 105·384, leglsl:l1ion reauthorizing 

important fisheries conventions protecting American iisheries. It governs processing in 1he 

exclusivc c{;onomic zone and provides other fisheries laws enforced by the Coast Guard, 

Novcmb¢r 15, 1998: DOT mmotmced that smoking was now' banned 011 aU U.s. air carrier tllghts, 

both domestic and il1tcmational. As of June 4, 2000, smoking on scheduled flights 

hetween the United States and foreign destinations arso was prohibited. 
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November 17~ i 9, 1998: Secretary Slater's initiative 10 evaluate the current and future needs of the 

Marine Transportation System culminated in a nationalmccling tl1 Warrenton, Virginia, 

entitled the National Conference on the Marine Transportation System, The conference 

develDpcd an approach for preparing the :v1arine Transpon3lion System for an expected 

surge in international trade in the next decade, 

November 20, 1998: At the request of the Department of Defense, MARAD uctivatcd the Ready 

Reserve Force roll-on/roll~offvessel Cape Villcem to transport Depllrtment ofDcfcnsc 

Oversells HlImanitarian Disaster Assistance and Civic Aid cargo to Central America for 

Hurricalie Mitch reliefefforis. In all. MARAD activated four RRF ships in support of the 

humanitarian relief operation, 

November 20, 1998: SLSDC educution initiatives included job shnoowing at the elementnry and 

high scnoollcvc]s, the Wright Brothers DOT Anniversary program and development of 

the Seaway/School Web site. 

November! 998: The Subcommittee: on Transportation Research and Development of the l'iational 

Science and Technology Council issued the first-ever interagency Transportation 

Technology Plan, 
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December 1998: Coast Guard cutters and the Coast Guard lntcmational Training Detacbment 

visited the Dominican Republic to train the Dominican Navy in drug-mterdiction 

techniques. 

December S. 1998: The FHWA issued an Interim Final Rule establishing the procedures to rollow 

when requesting a waivcr and applying for exemptions from the Fooeral fvlotor Carrier 

Safety Rcgulations. The rule also established how the FHWA would administer pilot 

progmms to evaluate innovative altemativcs to the current salety rcgulations. 

December II, 1998: The SLSDC achievcd an unqualified "clean" audit opinion on ils fiscal year 

1997 finallcial statcments, 

December 15. 1998: The FAA's first Display System Rcplacen1cnt (DSR) for en route controllers 

achieved operational status, The FAA completed its DSR deploymcnt whcn ,.11120 Oflhc 

systems were operational on May 31, 2000, 
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December t5, 1998: Secretary Slater and rellow transportation ministers from countries in the 

Western Hemisphere pledged suppor!. to Central American nations in their efforts 10 

rebuild transportation infrastructure damaged by hurricanes George and Mitch. DOT and 

the U,S, Agency for International Development announced their intention to provide a 

$1 J million Global Positioning Sysicm~bascd harbor navigation and guidance system to 

assist Celltm] American countries whose existillg navigation systems were devastated hy 

Hurricane Mitch. The first navigation system was scheduled to be operational in 

September 2000 at the pOr!. of San Lorenzo in Honduras. Soon arter, additional systems arc 

to be ac-tivated in the ports of Corinto and Sandi no in Nicaragua and the port of Cortez in 

Honduras, The nc\v technology was designed 10 improve the safety and efficiency of 

maritime commerce. 

December 18, 1998: Secretary Slater and U.S. Small Business Administrator Aida Alvarez signed 

a memorandum of understanding to support the g()vemment~wide 5 percent women-owned 

busincss contracting goaL DOT \'IuS the tirst fedeml agency to sign such a memorandum 

of understanding. 

Decemher 23, 1998: DOT issued its decision il1icrpreting statutory restrictions governing 

increased airline service at Dallas' Love Field. DOT's decision, later affinned by the Court 

ofAppeals. allowed airlines lo offer new services ut Love Field. 

December 25, 1998: Coast Guard air and sea units resc-ued three balloonists ofT Hawaii when their 

aHempted around-the-world night ended. 
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December 27, 1998: End of the Suint Lawrence Seaway's navigation season, The 

Availability/reliability pcrfonnance measure was 98.5 percent for 277 days ofnuvigution. 

December 31, 1998: Secretary 51<1ter, fulfilling a commitment he made to Congress \vhcIi he was 

Federal Highway Administrator, annoum::cd the release of volume three of a planned four­

volume Comprehensive Truck Size and Weight Study. In the letter to Congress 

transmitting this draft volume, the Secre1ary stressed Ihe need to as.sess truck size and 

weight limits in Ihe context orDOrs highest priority, safety. 
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1998 and 1999: DOT's Enforcement Onicc settled a number of precedent-setting cnforcemcnt 

cnSeS Involving discrimination against disabled airline passengers. investigated 72 

security-related discrimination complaints and took action to change problcmatic airline 

procedures. 

1999' The FHWA completcd a 2Yz-ycar major reorganization effort designed to address the 

challenges of the post-Interstate ew. The Washington headquarters was reorganized to 

focus on its core businesses. In the field, the FHWA's nine regional oflicc~ were replaced 

by four resource centers to assist the state-level division offices and other customers and 

partners with enhanced technical assistance, training, technology delivery and interagency 

coordination. 
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1999: NHTSA issued its first planning document on possible upgrades to Standard No. 213, Child 

Restraint Systems. in July 1991, This document identified developments and changes in 

molor vehicles and child restraint systems that could be addressed through rolernaking. In 

the period foHowing issuance oflhe planning document, NHTSA adopted the use oflhe 

newborn, 9-lllonth-old :.llld 6-year~o~d dummies as devices for usc in compliance testing, 

umended the standard to permit the munufacture and sale of bell positioning booster scats 

and Isslled a requirement for un air bag waming label. In one of the most significant recent 

actions affecting the manufacture of child safety seals. NHTSA issued a new rule in 1999 

thal rcyuircd a single standardized system (LATCH) for installing child sarety scats in 

cars, miltivjl1s and light trucks. Tn Seplcmber 2002. when !he rule is fully implemented, 

properly instulIing a child seat will be greatly simplified. 

1999' NHTSA reported vehicle recall campaigns during calendar year 1999 invQlving a vehicle 

population ofmorc Hum 19 rmllion vehicles, equipment reeall campaigns issued by 32 

manufacturers with slightly more that 35 million units, and tire recall campaigns issued hy 

five manufacturers and 7,291 tires, This was a rcc-ord number of recalls for recenl years. 

These numbers are:l reflection of increased safety assurance activities by NHTSA as. well 

as recalls initiated by the manufacturers. As a point or eompurison, in 1993, lhere were 

vehicle retails with a vehicle population of approximately 11 million vehicles, thert were 

equipment recalls involving a pOpuhllion of approximately 797 thollsand units and tire 

reealt campaigns involving 5.94 t tires. 
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19)19: DOT's consumer office received und processed more than 20,000 consumer complaints 

regarding air travel, the most since 1988, 

1999: DOT began a disparate impact study to ascertain whether FAA security selection criteria 

under the computer-assisted passenger prc-.screening programs, as implemented hy U.s. 

airlines, disproportionately afreel members of minority groups. 

1999: Tbe Coast Guard initiated Operation r.;cw Frontier with tbe usc ofarmw helicopters and 

pursuit boats to interdict Illegal drug shipments, 

1999: The Coast Guard set a maritime cocaine seizure record by intercepting tIl ,689 pounds or 

cm:ainc during fiscal year 1999. 

1999: One oftbe most innovative initiatives to make usc or CPS was being developed by the 

SLSDC, which manages two U.S. locks that eargo ships transit when traveling from the 

Great Lakes to the Atlantic Ocean. The current vessel Traffic Management System, like all 

others in the nation, bases vcssel posilion 011 radio communications with ships in transit. 

A new system called the Automated Information System will track all passing ships using 

OPS. Using GPS will make traffic management much more acctlrntc and substantblly 

improve the safety level of the Saint Lawrence Seaway. Several U.S. and international 

organizations responsible for vessel traffic control have eontactcd the SLSDC to learn 

,Iboul its new progrnm. 
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1999: Tbe Water Resources and Development Act of 1999 requires the U.S. Af111Y Corps of 

Engim.>ers to consult with the SLSDC to review and detenninc the feasibility of making 

improvements for COnll!lCrcial navigation on the Grea! Lakes navigation system, including 

locks, dams, ports, channels, and other related features. 

1999: SLSDC AIS/GPS efforts focused on the integration of AlS with the newly installed 

binational unified Seaway Traffic Management System (TMS), the development ofa field 

test plan fot fiscal year 2000, and the cost sharing agreement with the carrier users. 

Januury 1999; An aviation agreement WIlh Mexico greatly improved lJ.S. carriers access to the 

Mexican market through new code-sharing rights and the introduction of simplified 

regulatory procedures for charters. DOT licensing staffquickly implemented these new 

improvements for the henefit of the industry. 

January 1999: DOT resolved important aviation issues with Russin,.expunding scheduled route 

authority and frequcncics; continuing previous overnight rights with additional flexibility; 

and providing new overflight routes to Southeast Asia. 

JmHlury 4,1999: Albert S. Jacquet. waS sworn in as the first Hispanic udministralorofthc Saint 

Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation. 

Jmmary 12,1999: MV Cannes was seized by a Coast Guard LEDet with the subsequellt discovery 

of more than 10,500 pounds ofcocaine onboard. 
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JmlU,u'y 12, 1999: The U.S. Supreme Court issued a decision in El Al1smcl Airlines vs, Tseng 

adopting DOT's view that passengers who suffer injuries during tne courSe ofinlemmional 

air transportntion, but wbo cannot meet the conditions for recovery imposed by tbe 

Warsaw Convention, arc precluded from sccking recovery in s1nte (;ourt proceedings. 

January 28, 1999: Secretary Slater announced the continuation and expaIlsion of a public-private 

partnership to extend the Chicago Hub High-Speed Rail Corridorto Indianapolis, Indiana. 

and Cincinnati, Ohio. The extension will serve an urban population ofmore than four 

million people in addition to the Chicago Hub Corridor popululioll 0[20 million. 

Juntlury 29,1999: DOT issued revised Disadvantaged Business Enterprise regulations to ensure 

that members of racial minorities, women and other dis'lclvuntagcd businesses can compete 

for rederally assisted highway, transit and airport contracts. 

Fehruary 2,1999: DOT issued a Fimll Rule revising the rcgulntions for ils disadvantaged b\lsiness 

enterprise program. The new regulation reneets President Clinton's policy to mend, not 

end, affirmative action programs. It modified the Dcpal1mcnt's DBE progmnl in llght or 

developments ill cusc Jaw requiring "narrow tailoring" ofslIch programs and 1998's 

Congrcssional dcb3.te conccming the continuation oflhe DBE program. 

Fcbnlary 2, 1999: As part orthe CO'1Hm:ltion's cducation initiative, SLSDC Administrutor 

Jacquez pnrticipatcd in student job shadowing in Washington, D,C, 
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February 4, 1999: The tanker New Carissa rim aground one mile north orcoos Bay, Oregon, 

Coast Guard units responded to limit Ihe spill of fuels. Coast Guard units also separated 

the bO\\' section from the rest of the ship and sank it in order to prevent the further spilt of 

fuel. 

February 5, 1999: The FHWA awarded South Carolina State Umverslty $1.5 million to administer 

the National Summer Tnlnsportalion Institute (NSTl) and serve us a National Resource 

Center for the NST1, providing guidance, training, and technical and logistical support for 

colleg0s and universities participating in the program. 

February 8,1999: The Clinton-Gore Admir.istration proposed its ambitious, five-year 

reauthorization legislation for the FAA. Among the feat~res of the proposal were: a 

Performance-Based Organization within the FAA for ",ir traffic comroJ services; SUpp011 of 

the PBO through user fees and taxes; and a five~year phase-out of the High Density Rule at 

LaGuardia, Kennedy and O'Hare airports. 

february 1G, 1999: Secrctary Slatcr sent to Congress the Clinton-Gore Administration's hazardous 

material transportation reauthorization bill. It included numerous recommendations for 

improving lhe federal HAZ:vtAT law, including provisions that would enhance the 

authority of DOT mspectors. 
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February 16, 1999; The FAA announced its final policy and enforcement procedures on airport 

revenue usc 10 ensure that fees and rents paid to airports by airlines and airport 

concessionaires orc used generally for the airport, thc loca! airport system or other local 

facilities owned or operatcd by the airport and directly and substantially related to air 

transportation pa..:;scngcl's and property, 

February 25, 1999: The FTA signed II [ull funding grant agreement with (he Port Authority of 

Allegheny County for the Pittsburgh airport busway. 

March 1999: The SLSDC and the Coast Guard vessel inspection agreement signed in ! 997 was 

renegotiated for the 1999 navigation season. 

March 2. 1999: Secretary Slater hosted the first National Transportation Safety Conference, 

attcnded by a coalition oflcadcrs and citizens vvith a shared commitment to transportation 

safety. 

Murch 9, J999: Secretary Slater announced the initiation of an internal, DcpartmcnHvide program 

evaluation of its hazardous materials programs to be conducted by a ONE DOT team with 

representatives from the Coast Guard. FAA, FMCSA. FRA, RSPA and the Office orthe 

Inspector General 
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March 10, 1999: The Clinton-Gore Administr.ltion announced a comprehensive legislative 

proposal (0 improve the treatment of passengers by the airlines and worked with Congress 

to include passenger rights provisions in the developing FAA reauthorization legislation 

(AIR-21). 

March 12. 1999: Sc.'Cfctary Slater, Scnator Tim Johnson and Admiral James Loy switched on the 

Satellite Nuvig<liion and Positioning System that gives full operational capability of the 

Differential Global Positioning System to all 50 states and the adj;:lccnt waters. 

ybrch 	l5, 1999: An Amtrak passenger train struck u lruck loaded with steel at a highway-rail 

crossing in Kankakee, Illinois. killing II and injuring 130. 

March 	15, 1999: DOT strengthened its 1985 rule on disclosure to consumers ofcodc~sharcd 

flights to cover travel agcncies and foreign airlines and issued n new regulation requiring 

disclosure or"change of gauge" Oights, which involve a scheduled change of aircraft 011 

certain flights that are listed as direct. 

March 24,1999: Secretary Slater identified 30 coJlegcs and universi1ies selccted as host sites for 

the FH \VA '5 1999 National Summcr Transportation lnstitutc, which ultimately served 

more than 645 students from across the country. The host sites consisted primarily or 

Historically Black Colleges and Univcrsities and other Minority Institutes ofHighcf 

Education, 
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March 26, 1999; Secretary Slater announced a new FHWA Office of Molor Carrier Safety 

requln.:ment (hat trucking companies install reflective tape or rcfl!.!ctors on trailers so they 

can be mOre easily seen. 

March 30, 1999: The FAA's Multi-Scclor Oceanic Data Link was now operating in all oceanic 

airspace sectors ofthQ Pacific under the agency's res.ponsibility, During lhe following 

ycor: the FAA began implementing the system for Atlantic airspace. 

March J 1, 1999: Opening of the Saint Lawrence Seaway's 41 Y navigation season. 

April 1999: Secretary Stater announced the release of the first-ever National Transportation 

Science and Technology Strategy. Developed by RSPA's Volpe National Transportation 

Systems Center for the Transport;ltion Subcommittee of the N::Hio!1nl Science and 

Technology Council, the document's purpose was to help Congress and the 

Administration establish national transportation research and development priorities and 

coordinate research activities, 
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April 1999: A DOT~ted team completed development testing and documentation of the advance 

teehl1ology transit bus prototypes. This research and dcvclopmctH project involved $37 

. million in federal funding and $14 milllon of local funding to Icad the introduction of new 

technologies to improve customer access, reduce emissions, enhance operations, simplify 

maintenance, reduce weight and improve maneuverability. The bus industry has adopted 

sevcml of the new technologies. including: light composite mutcl'ials. a hybrid electric 

proPlllsion system and a vehicle computer management system. 

April 1999: An aviation agreement with China resulted in more roules, more flights, the right to 

designate another airline in the market and code-sharing opportunities. 

April 2, 1999: The FAA announced agreements with two companies ror joint developmcnt or the 

Loca) Area Augmentation System to augment Gloh~\l Positioning System signals for usc in 

approaches ami landings at airports. 

April 5. 1999: Secretary Slater dedic'lted the SLSDC's upgraded vessel traffic control center 

featuring a fully automated binational Seaway Traffic Management System. 

AprilS, 1999: Secretary Slater participated in the SLSDC's adopted school program in Masscna, 

New York. 
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April 6, 1999: The Coast Guard released the final report of the Fishing Vessel Casuulty Task 

Forcc. The task force reviewed investigations ofrccent vessel casualties and developed 

recommendations to improve the safety of fishing vessels, The recommendations 

addressed the need for inspections and li{;cnsing of operators. 

April 7, J999: The FTA issued a Notice of Proposed Rulem~lking on major capital investment 

projects. The rule, requircd by TEAw 21. outlined procedures that the FTA will usc to 

evaluate and rate proposed newwstart transit projects. 

AprH 9, 1999: Secretary Sbter announced approval of a Title XI loan guarantee of over $1 billion 

to finance the (:onsinu;:ltOn of two passenger vessels to be built by ingalls Shipyard in 

Pascagoula, Mississippi. The vessels, to be owned by American Classic Voyages, witl 

opcraw in Hawaii and aro the first large cruise vessels to be built in the U.s, tn 50 years, 

April 12,1999: The FAA dedicated the National Airport Pavement Test Facility, developed in 

partnership with Boeing" 

May 1999: Sc{:rctary Slater announced the formation of n DOT Center for Climate Change and 

Environmental Forecasting, designed 10 create comprehensive. multi-modaJ approaches to 

reduce transportation-related greenhouse gases, 
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Mtty 1999: The Subcommittee on Tmnsportation Research and Development of the National 

Science and Technology Council issued the first~cver interagency Transportation Strategic 

Research Plan, 

Mny 1999: DOT issu~d the 1irst~cvcr U.S. Department of Transportation Research and 

Devciopment Plan, 

May 12, 1999: The FRA published the first-ever comprehensive set of safety regulations for 

passenger rail equipment This rule improves the sarety of passenger mil vehicles that 

transport 440 million people nearly t4.6 billion passcnger~miles annually, 

May 13 j 1999: The U,S. Department of Justice mes a suit against American Airlines based on the 

airline's alleged efforts to monopolize Dallas~FOr1 W0I1h airline markets by eliminating 

competition from low~farc airlines. The Dcpurtment of Justice's allegations were 

conSistent with DOT's own analysis, which caused it to propose airline competition 

guidelines in April 1998. The two federal departments cooperated on their investigations 

of potentially unfair competitive responses hy miljor airlines responding 10 entry by low­

fare airlines. 

May 17, 1999: Secretary Slater announced new rural Imnsportiltion initiatives. 

'\1ay 19, 1999: The SLSDC advill1ced education initiatives ;hrough student job shadowing events 

in Massena. New York, and Washington, D,C. 
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May 25, 1999: Secretary Slater announced a long-range goal of reducing rtuali1ies associated willI 

truek and bus crashes 50 percent by 201 0, There were 5,374 such fatalities in 1998, the 

latest year for ...vhich data was avnilablc at the time. 

May 25, 1999: The Surface Transportation Board approved the merger or .he Canadian National 

and Illinois Central railroads. 

May 28, 1999: The United States signed the ylontreal Convention, which will, when in effect, 

eliminate airline passenger liability caps in imernational air transportation. 

June 1999: A joint DOTIFAAiOfficcofthe Inspector General team that investigated Northwest 

Airlines' handling of the Janullry 2~3, 1999, snowstonn that caused extended ground 

delays for air passengers at Detmit Metropolitan Airport issued its report. The report 

concluded that Northwest Airlines lacked a coordinated plan for dealing wi1h severe winter 

stom15 and lacked guidelines and contingency plans for extended ground delays. 

June I. 1999: Norfolk Southern Corpomtion and CSX Transportation~ Inc., omcially divided up 

Conrail's operations, paving the way ror enhanced competition in rail freight operations in 

the Northeast. 

June 1, 1999: Secretary Slater opened an alternate facility capable of sustaining essential DOT 

operations in the event the headquarters building is damaged or destroyed. 
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JUlle 6, 1999: The FHWA hired and trained 17 ncw roadside inspectors to increase the 

enforcement presence along the southern L.S. horder. 

June 6-16,1999; The SLSOC held a trade mission to Norway and Gennan)" 

June 8,1999: An expert p,;lncl studying the problem of trunk entrapment offered its 

rc{;ommendations, At the same time, several au!omakers announced plans to install 

emergency releasc latches in the trunks of their cars. 

June 18, 1999: The Coast Guard culter Alidgeu departed Seattle to Serve as a member oCthe 

U.S.S. COllstellatioll Battle Group. 

June 23-24, 1999: The SLSDC held ~mnual emergency preparedness exercises, including 

participatIon in the "CANUSLAK" two-day exercise in Stockville, Ontario, and;, separate 

Massena Tabletop exercise to test communication effectiveness among participating 

agcl1ci\~s. 
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JUlle 24~25. 1999: Sccrctary Slater hosted a conference on the "Spirit of Innovation in 

Transpol1ation" at DOT's Volpe National Transportation Systems Center in Cambridge, 

Massachusetts. The conference brought together nearly 400 transportation and technology 

leaders to explore how DOT could fosler a climate of innovation Participants emphasized 

three key factors for innovation: an educated and motivated workforce; investn!cnt in long~ 

tenn research: and collaborJlion among govcrnment, industry, labor and academia. 

June 30; 1999: Secretary Slater announced al a major symposium three initiatives aimed at 

preventing outside force damage to pipelines. telecommunications. electrical, water and 

sewer lines. 

July 1999: The FAA and the llviation industry conducted the first in a planned series of 

operational evaluations of free flight enhancements as part oflhe Safe Flight 21 p:ugram's 

Ohio River Valley activities. Further evaluations, designated Capstone, were scheduled (0 

take place in Alaska in August 2000. 

July 1999: Airlines will save an estimated $3,2 million annual:y due to the elimination of most 

international fare-filing rcquiren:ents for U.S, and foreign carriers, Success in achieving 

liberalized aviation agreements has effectively deregulated farcs In many markets, making 

the filing of fare changes unnecessary. The Final Rule also eliminarcd tari ff-filing 

rcquirements for most non-fare mallers, known as "conditions-of-carriagc" rules. In 

additic'n, DOT issued a new, streamlined version of its taritY regulations; eliminating 45 

pages of rules, 
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July 10, 1999: In cooperation with the Cargo Airline Association, the FAA began the first large~ 

scale tcst of ADS-B (Automatic Dependent Survcillancc- Broadcast) technology. ADS-B 

was designed 10 make tlse of position information derived from an atrct".dl's Global 

Positioning System sensor. 

July 15, 1999: The SLSDC achieved additional ISO 9002 certification for the Aids to Na,igation 

Program, Vessel TrJffic Management and the majority ofOffice of Administration 

Programs. 

July 17. 1999: A plane canying John r, Kennedy, Jr., his wife, Carolyn Bessette Kennedy. and his 

sistcr-inwlmv, Lauren Bessette. crashed off Martha's Vincyurd, Massachusetts. Coast G\lard 

units responded and conduch::d scnrcb-and-resclIc and recovery operations. 

July 26,1999: On the ninth anniversary ofllie Americans with Disabilities Act, Secretary Slater 

announced an Accessibility Policy Shlicmcnt, vowing to "ucrnonstnlte through our own 

programs and actions that a fully ncccssible transportntion system - pedestrian, rail. transit, 

highway, water and atr - is not onty essential, but attainable." 
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August 1999: DOT announced Ihe award ors123,6 million in FHWA managed grants in support 

of 55 major national transportation projects, These projects arc the first to be supported 

with federal funds available through the National Corridor Planning and Development 

Program and the Coordinated Border Infrastructure Program, As of August 1999. projects 

in 35 states were being supported with the grants. and funds for morc grants will be 

available in each of the next four years. Competilion for awards was expected to be fierce, 

considering that 151 proposals requesting S2.2 billion had becn sent forv.'aro for 1999. 

August :999: DOT submHtcd the second legislative proposallO Congress to establish {he SLSDC 

os a PBQ, 

AllgUst 1999: The Seaway cntilies published the results of the 1998 vessel customer survey that 

reflected an ovcrall customer rating or 4.5, for Seaway services. on a scale of I to 5. This 

repeated the 1995 survey results, 

August 2, i 999: DOT eliminated the liability limit entirely for loss of damage to assistive devices 

transported by aIrlines for disabled air travelers. 

AllgUst 16, 1999: The DOT Disability Resource Center for the Department's employees officially 

opened its doors for business, 
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August 18, 1999: The FHWA', Office of Motor Carrier Safety proposed a new rule that would 

prohibit all motor carriers found to be unfit from operating commercial mOlor vehicles in 

intcrstutc commerce, 

August 30, 1999: The FHWA'5 Office of Motor Carrier Safety proposed requiring businesses 

involved in interstate commerce and operating small buses or vails for hire that arc 

designed or used to transport between nine and 15 passengers, including the driver, 10 

complete a motor caITier identification reporL 

August 31, 1999: NHTSA issued a Final Rule establishing a new Federal Motor Vehicle Safety 

Standard for Unifonll Child Restraint Anchorages (FMVSS #225). New vehicles will have 

these universal attacbments to ensure the correct instnllation of child safety scats, 

September 1999: Construelion WaS completed .md service began on Tri-Mct's Westside Light Rail 

project in Portland, Oregon. 

Septemher 1999: NHTSA Administrator Martinez ,mllounced his rcsigmHion. Rosalyn G. 

Millman was appointed Deputy Adminislmlor, and was swom in as Acting Administrator 

aftcr Administrator Martinez's departure. Under the provisions of the Federal Vacancies 

Reform Act of 1988, Acting Administrator Millman was permitted to serve in lhe "acting" 

capacity only for a period not 10 exceed 210 days, so in mid-May 2000, Ms. Millman 

resumed her role as Deputy Administrator, and the Administrator position was left 

temporarily vacant, 
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September 9, 1999: Secretary Slater forwarded the "Assessment or the U.S. Marine Transportation 

System" to Congress, The report. prepared by the MTS Task Force consisling of 70 

govemmcnt and private sector representatives, described the current state of Ihe MTS, 

trends llnd competitive pressures, critical issues, the desired stat,c and m~jor 

recommendations to achieve the vision and the desired state. 

September 10, 1999: The U.S. District Court for the Districi of Columbia upheld DOT's over-Ihc­

road buses regulations, which ensure that intercity huses are accessible to disabled 

passengers. On appeal, the D,C., Circuit struck down portions of the ruk dealing with 

passenger compensation but leil all other guarantees intact 

September 10, !999: The SLSDC completed its annual PaceseHer awards that were extcndcd 10 

include port tcnninai facilities. Awards \vere made to: Cleveland, Ohio; Duluth, 

Minnesota; Eric, Pennsylvania; Green Bay, \Visconsin; Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Oswego, 

Kc\v York; Toledo, Ohio; Portage, Indiana; and Menominec, Michigan. 

September 12,1999: The SLSDC hired and funded Ihe salary for Ihe American Heritage River 

(AHR) program's River Navjg~(or ror the Detroit Rivcr. DOT's AHR program is a 

panncrship between SLSDC, the FH \VAl which pays tmvel expenses and the Coast Guard) 

which provides office space, 
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September 15, t999: DOT, the Georgia Dcpart;tlenl ofTmnsportatioo, the Atlanta Regional 

Commission, and a coalition of environmental justice and community groups began 

undertaking an assessment of Environmental Justice issues relating to transportation in the 

Atlanta region. 

September J5; 1999: The FTA officially launched the International Mass Transportation Program, 

designed to allow FTA to expand its intematiollal activities into new areas by cooperating 

on research and development, technology transfer and the exchange of experts. 

September 21. 1999: SLSOC management and AFGE Local 1968 ncgotiated a four-year wage 

contrnct. 

Septcmbcr24-0ctobcr 1,1999: The SLSDC held a trade mission to Japan that included 

pal1icipation in the christening ceremony ofa new vessel, the Federal Oshima, built 

specifically for operating through the Seaway" System. 

September 27, 1999: Secretary Slater, joined by Senators Daniel Patrick Moynihan and Bob 

Graham, announced the first five winning transportation projects to benelit from the 

Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (TIF1A), which provided up to 

$10,6 billion over tbe next five years in innovative financing for transportation projects. 
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September 30, 1999: The FAA's Host and Oceanic Computer System Replacement was 

operational nationwide at all 20 Air Route Traffic Control Centers and all three oceanic 

centers. 

September 30, 1999: Three field operational tests were conducted to test advanced lm·vehide 

safety systems for commercial vehicles. Freightlincr, !\'lack Trucks and Volvo Trucks 

North America win conduct the tesis, TIle safety technologies that are part of these tests 

inelud(:: roll stability control, electronic brakes, forward collision warning with adaptive 

cruise control, infmstructurc assisted hazard \'laming and lane tnicking. 

October 1999: DOT issued a report, Airport Business Practices and Their Impact 011 Airline 

Competition, identifying "best practices" airport officials were adopting to promote airline 

compctition and reaffimling the airports" obligution to make facilities availuble to airlines 

wisbing 10 begin servicc. 

October 1999: Secretary Slater, SLSDC Administrator Jacquez and other DOT officials 

participated in a trade mission to Brazil, Chile and Peru. 

October 6, 1999: The FTA signed a full funding grant agreement with the Dallas Area Rapid 

Transit for the NOl1h Central light rail transit extension. 
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October 7, 1999: The FTA tUld the FHWA issucd n memorandum that clari tied for their field 

offices how to ensure that environmental justice principles were being considered in 

planning certification reviews for Transportation Management Areas. 

October 8,1999: The SLSDC heM a supplemental emergency preparedness exercise, conducting 

a Tablmop exercise in Massena designed to test effectiveness ofcommunications between 

agencies in the event of an accident. 

October 20, 1999: Sccrctary Slater and his Brazilian counterpart signed a new. bilatcral maritime 

agrccmcnL The thrcc~ycar pact ensured equal access for ~ach country's national-Hug 

carriers to the other country's government-controlled cargo and provided for non~ 

discriminatory treatment ofeach country's carriers with respect to shipping laxes and 

maritime services. 

October 21, 1999: The Federal Communications Commission approved a pet ilion to allocate 

radio band for Dedicated Short Range Communications between vehicles and electronic 

systems on the roadside, allowing broader usc oftclccomn1unicalions technology in 

support of smart vehicles and infrastmclufe. 

October 31, 1999: Egypt Air Flighl 990 crashed 60 miles off Nantllcket, Massachusetts. Coast 

Guard units responded and conducted scarch~and~rescue and recovery opcmtions. 
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November 1999: The SLSDC/SLSMC Conncd the WatclWays Str.ltcgic Issues Forum, The Corum is 

mnde up of the SLSDC Administrator, the SLSMC President and officials from a variely of 

U.S. and Cunadi.m private and public user groups including carriers, ports, and tcmlinal 

OperaicH's, The goal of the forum is to develop a strategic approach for denling with four 

major issues facing the Saint Lnwrence Scaw,IY: grain movements; binational approaches; 

waterway management and cost reductions; and short and long~lenn competitivcncss. 

Novembcr I, 1999: Secretary Slater announced the nationwide distribution ofan cducaiiollal 

highway-rail grade crossing sufcty video for local law enforcement agencies, 

November 8, J999: Secretary Slater announced four federal Intelligent Vehicle Initiative grants 

totaling S 12.7 million. These grants will fund operational tests of advanced ~fe!y systems 

addressing large truck rollovcr, rcar~end collisions, roadway departure conisions, advance 

braking and hazard waming. 

:Kovcmber 18, 1999: The Office orlhe Inspector General issued .a report documenting inadequate 

implemenlation ofexisting airport access controls, which resulted in unauthorized access 

lo sccure airport arcas. The report concluded that the FAA could not rely 011 existing 

security systcms and progrums to safeguard ~\ircran. passengers and propcl1y. 
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November 23, 1999: Secretary Slater and Small Business Administrator Aida Alvarez signed a 

memorandum of understanding to identify reciprocal certification principles and 

streamline proccdufCs for expediting the certification requirements ofSBA regulations. 

December 1999: DOT issued its first report assessing the initial resul!s of immunized airline 

a!lianc-es authorized in the tnmsallantic market The report found that multinational 

alliatlces were stimulating passenger demand. triggering pro 4 competitive changes in the 

industry's structure. and engendering substantially lower fares for consumers, 

December 1999: The U,S, AmlY Corps of Engineers provided SLSDC with its lock survey and 

evaluation repon for the two li5. Seaway locks, The Corps concluded that the U.S. lock 

structures and equipment were gencmlly wei! maintained and in good operating 

condition. However, recommendations were made for maintenan,ce and capital 

improvements tllld lor modifications to maintenance and operating procedures. The 

SLSDC completed plans and a budget 10 implement Corps recommendations between 

fiscal years 2001-15) and Administrator Jacqucz briefed Congressional staff on the report 

and SLSDC plans, 

December 4, 1999: The Salt Lake City, Utah Light Rail system celebrated its grand opening. 
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December 5-7, 1999: Secretary Slater hosted more than 900 persons from 93 nations at the 

Aviation ill the 2 [M Century-Beyond Open Skies Ministerial. The conference \vas held in 

the same hotel whcre. 55 years earlier, the 1944 Chicago Convention on International 

Civil Aviation produced recommendations for practices and procedures that guided 

postwar aviation. The 1999 ministerial explored Ihe challenges and opportunities in the 

aviation system of the 21.1 century. Secretary Slater, NASA Administrator Dan Goldin 

and Federal Aviatiotl AJministrator Jane Garvey announced the "NatiotiaJ Plan for 

Aviation Saiety, Security, Efficiency and Environmental Compatibility." In addition, 

DOT announced a plllll for assuring that code-share service by foreign partners of U.S . 

airlines meel inlernationn! standards of safety and security. 

December 6, 1999: A fcuem! court jury in Miami returned u verdict convicting SubrcTceh, Inc, of 

nine counts ofcriminal violations of DOT's htlzardous materials laws and rcgul.Hions in 

connection with Sahl'cTcch's ,\""ork as a contractor for ValuJe1 that was dctemlincd to 

have been a cause of the 1996 crash of Vatulet Flight 592. 

Deccmber 9, J999; President Clinton signed into law the Motor Carrier Safety Improvement Act 

of 1999, which lnmsfcrrcd the Office of Motor Carriers from the FHWA to a new Federal 

Motor Carrier Safety Administration. The law codified lIlany of the Inspector General '5 

recommendations for improving the enforcement ofmotor carrier safety r~gulations, 
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December 9, 1999: The SLSDC achieved an unqualilied "clean" audit opinion on its fiscal YC:lr 

1999 financIal statements. 

December 16, 1999: American Airlines plead guilty to a criminal violation of EPA regulations 

and admitted violations of DOT hazardous materials regulations in connection with ils 

handling of hazardous air cargo at Miami Intcrnational Airport and elsewhere. American 

Airlines agrccd to pay an $8 million fil1c and to implement a court-supervised hazardous 

materials transportation compliance program. 

December 17. 1999: DOT doubled the minimum liability limit for domestic airline passengers' 

checked baggage, from $1,250 to $2,500 per passenger. 

December 25, 1999: End of the Saint Lawrence Seaway's navigation season. The 

Availabilitylreliability performance measure was 99.2 percent for 270 days ofnavtgation. 

Dcct;;mbcr 26. 1999: Secretary Slater. Acting Federal Transit Administrator Nuria L Fernandez 

and Washington Metro General Manager Richard White signed the first transit loan 

guarantee agreement under the Transportation infr..tStructurc Financing and Innovation 

Aet. TIle $600 million will be used for Melro's mpid rail capital improvem.ent program. 
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December 31, 1999: Under provisions of the Airpon: Noise and C;lpacity Aet of 1990, operation 

of civil subsonic turbojets with Stage 2 noise levels was hanned in the contiguous United 

Stat<:s. Certain very limited exceptions, provided by legislation enacted on November 29, 

1999, applied primarily lO non-revenue passenger vessels revenue operations. 
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2000: The 1997 SlSDC/Coast Guard vessel inspeclion agreement was renegotiated for thc 2000 

nuvigation season, 

2000: The SLSDC worked with its Canadian counterpart, the SLSMC. on the development of a 

binationul real-time lntemet site for Scawny llsers. The new site will offer current and 

pcrspc(:tivc users with infonnalion such as weather conditions, water levels; estimated 

transit times and transportation costs and rcal-time location of vessels in the system 

2000: The SLSDC. along with the Coast Guard, is a participant in the Great Lakes Regional 

Watcn.vays Management Forum, created 10 identify and resolve WUier\vays management 

issues that involve the Great Lakes regioll. The forum reviews issues thai cross mu!tiple 

jurisdictional zones andior involve intcrnational issues. 

2000: The join! SLSDC/SLSMC customer survey will shill the custoJ))cr hase focus from the 

vessel masters to the vessel agents, owners and operators of the ocean and lakcr flects. 
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January 1.2000: As the new millennium dawned. DOT and the transportation sector experienced 

no nu~or problems due to the Year 2000 (Y2K) computer problem. This highly successful 

Olltcome was auributable to the leadership or Secretary Slater and Deputy Scx;retary 

Downey and the effons of the mOre than 14,000 DOT employees and contractors: who 

worked on the problem over a four~year period. 

January 1,2000; As a result ofthc passage of the Motor Carrier Sarely Improvement Act, 

Secretary Slater formally inaugurated DOT's newest agency, the Federal Motnr Carrier 

Safety Administration. 

January 5. 2000: The Federal Molor Carrier Safety Administration organizational structure was: 

approved by DOT, and by January 18 aU cmployees were assigned to positions under thc 

new structure. 

January 10,2000: Sccrelary Slater addressed the Tmmmonation Rcscllfeh Boart.l's 79':' Annual 

Meeting, urging the participants to generate a spirit of innovation to achieve transportation 

excellence in the 21 ~( Cenlury. 

january l4, 2000: The Clinton-Gore Administration unveiled the Aviation Safety Action Program 

(ASAP), a puhUc-pnvatc partnership 10 encourage better reporting of s,I!'cty issues by 

aviation companies and cmployces. The program mcluded ccrtain protections for those 

reponing safety concerns and the tracking .md analysis of data to prevent accidents. 
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January 3l, 2000: An Alaska Airlines MO-83 crashed off1bc Cnlifornia coast, with the loss of a!! 

88 persons aboard, The FAA's response included ordering inspections ofhorizoutal 

stabilizer components on about 1,100 airliners, intense oversight of Alaska, nnd speciai 

inspections of nine other major airlines. Coast Guard units responded and conducted 

search-and-rescue and recovery opcrnlions. 

hnuary 31- February 2, 2000; The FHWA, in partnership with the U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services (HHS), co~sponsored the third HHSIFH\VA Welfare-10-Work 

Conference, bringing together state DOT representatives, HHS recipicnts and training 

providers 10 leveragc resources to cnhance the delivcr)' of service to welfarc recipients 

transitioning into careers in the transportation industry. 

February 1.2000: The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit affirmed in all respects DOT's 

decisions addressing expanded air services at Love Field, The Fifth Circuit specifically 

upheld DOT's conclusions that federal law did not allow the City or Dallas. the owner of 

Love Field, to restrict airline services at that airport that were authorized by federal Jaw, 

and that federal law allowed any airline to operate long-haul flights from Love Field with 

aircraft that had no more than 56 seats. 
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February 2, 2000; lluough the Garreu A Morgan Technology and Transportation Futures 

Program, 10.000 students learned about transportation careers from DOT employees 

across the country as part of the third annual Groundhog .Job Shadow Day, 

February 2. 2000: Ongoing education relationships with elementary and high school students in 

Massena, New York, included job shadowing, tours ofSLSDC Locks and facilities and 

emphasis on engineering career interests of high school and coBege students. 

February II, 2000: The FTA launched thc COn1~utcr Choice Initiative - a program of benefits 

that employers can US\! to encoll(;lgc iheir crnp1oy(,;cs to commute io work using 

transportation other than their cars. Through Commuter Choice, employees could receive 

up 10 $65 per month in tax~frec benefits for transit or cli:>iblc vanpools and up to $175 per 

month in tax-free benefits for parking at a park-.md-ridc or other location from which the 

cmployee would take 1r:msit to work. Employers also would be able to receive tax benefits 

for elements of this program. 

February 29, 2000: DOT issued guidance for U.S. airline safety audits, Through this program, 

Americans will know the U.s. airlines arc auditing their code-share service on foreign air 

carriers to check compliance with international safety standards, 
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March 2000: The Seaway entitles reached a cost-sharing agreement with Canadian and Ocean 

vessel tlecl operators f'Or the Seaway's AIS/GPS project. When the project is fully 

operational during thc 2001 navigation season, it wlll provide vessels and vessel traffic 

controllers wilh highly accurntc, real-time access to the position orall commercial vessels 

in their vicinity. This new technology wLll grca!ly enhance safety and improve the effic.lent 

transit of vessels through the System. When completed, the Sea\vay will be the first major 

waterway to implement the AJS/GPS technology, 

lvlarch 3, 2000: The HIWA reieased its repon entitled, "Findings and Recommendations of 

FHWA National Task Force on Historically Black Colleges and Universities and Other 

Minority Institutions of Highcr Education," with spccific research and technology goals 

through fiseal year 2001. 

March 6, 2000; The U.S. Supreme COlirt unanimously reversed a decision by the United Statcs 

Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit in the case of /ntenwlimwl Association of 

Independent Tanker Owners (IJI!ertanko) V$, Locke, The Supreme Coun held thal U.S. law 

preempts the state of\Vashington's "Best Achievable Protection" regulations insofar as the 

swtc regulations uHempt to address tmining requirements, crcw EngliSh languagc skills, 

navigation.il watch procedures nnd maritime cnsuulty reponing. 
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March 7, 2000: Secretary Slater appeared as the lead-off witness in three days of hearings 

conducted by the Surface Transportation Board about the approach the Board would take 

when il dctemlin...."<l whether to approve future rail mergers. 

March 8, 2000: The Inspector General issued his first clean opinion on DOT's consolidated 

financial statements, DOT, with the technical assistance of the Inspector General, madc 

extmordinary and labor-intensive efforts to overcome its accounting and financial system 

weaknesses and reach this goal. 

March 	10,2000: President Clinton unveiled a plan to combat airline delays due to scvere weather 

during the coming spring ..md summer. An FAA-industry team had developed the plan, 

which was to begin on March 12 and be fully phased in by April 1. 

March 20, 2000: Secretary Slater announced that DOT's newly established Federal Motor Carrier 

Sufety Administration had launched a Web site that nllows commercial truck and bus 

'Operdtors to go online to regisler and to pay fines for violations orthe redentl Motor 

Carrier Safety Regulations. 

March 27. 2000: Opening or the 4tid Saint Lawrence Seaway navigaliol1 season. 
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March 28, 2000: Secretary Slater and National Urban League President Hugh Price announced the 

cstubli"hment of three workforce devdopmcnt llnd three youth models through the 

National Urban Sustainable Employment in Transportation initiative. The initiative was 

undertaken in partnership with state DOTs, contractors. unions, training providers and 

other stakeholders. The program was designed to prepare inner-city youth, welfare 

recipients, and low~income individuals for education and career opportunities in highway 

construction and transportation technology. 

March 29, 2000; The FAA published a rule extending requirements for lcrrain awareness and 

warning systems (TAWS) to all turbine~powered airplanes with six or more passenger 

scats, with certain exceptions, according to a spcciflcd schedule. 

April I, 2000: New York's Stewart International Airport, the first airport selected to participate in 

the FAA's privatization demonstration progrmYl, opened as a private airport 

April 3, 2000: DOT kicked off~ational Work Zone Awareness Week, a public education 

campaign to help reduce fatalities and injuries in highway constnlction work zoncs. 

April 3, 2000: Secretary Slater announced that traffic fatality rates hit an all-time low in 1999, the 

third successive year of historic improvement in the highway death ratc, 
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AprilS, 2000: President Clinton signed the Wendell H. Ford Aviation [nvcstmenl and Rcfonn Act 

for the 21 S! Century, including a three-year budget reauthorization for the FAA. The Act, 

known ,as AIR·21, provided significant increases for the agency's Facilities and Equipment 

and Airport Improvement programs. The legislation rcdllCt~d controls on the !lumber of 

operations at high-density airports. landing "slot'"' controls were to be·abolished at 

Chicago's O'Hare Airport in 2002 and at New York's LaGuardia and Kennedy airports in 

2007. At Washington's Reagan National Airport, the Acl created 2411cw slots. The Act 

also: raised the maximum passenger facility charge that airpol1s could levy; provided 

money to improve the 1mining of airport screeners; cre<lled an incentive program for 

purchase ofjets to be used at small airports; required emergency locator transmitters on 

small jets; required collision avoidance systems on cargo aircraft; mandated the 

establishment of more guidelines on air tours over national parks:; and provided 

"whistlcblowcr" protection for FAA and airline employees, 

April?, 2000: Secretary Slater announced results ofa year-long, DOT-wide program evaluation of 

its hazardous materials programs, The final report recommended ways to improve the 

effecliveness of DOT's multi-modal hazardous materials program through strategic 

planning, more focused program delivery and better data. 
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April 10, 2000: Secretary Slater added five new colleges and universities to the 30 existing hOSl 

sites lor the PHWA's 2oo0 Nmional Summer Transportation Institute, which ultimately 

served more than 900 students from aeross the country. The host sites consisted primarily 

ofHistoricatly Black Colleges and Universities and other Minority fnstitutes of Higher 

Education. Transportation awards were presented to nine host sites for making unique und 

"especially important contributions to help ensure the program's suecesK" 

April 11,2000: Vice President Gore submitted "The Pipeline Safety and Community Protec-lion 

Act of 2000" to Congress to reauthorize DOT's pipeline safety programs. 

April 21> 2000: President Clinton signed Executive Order 13150, Federal Workforce 

Transportation, requiring all federal agencies to provide transit and vanpoo] benefits to all 

employees. 

Apn123, 2000; A new core compensation plan went into effect for all non-bargaining-unit FAA 

employees. The plan had been tested as II pilot program within the Offiee: of Research and 

Acquisitions since July 1998. 

ApJ'il2000: The FAA began using the Departure Spacing Program at several airport towers and 

radar control facilities in the l\:ortheast. Deployment ofthi5 new tool was an clement of the 

initiative to reduce airline delays. 
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May 2000: DOT began implementing AIR-21 by. among other things. notifying ail air carners 

and foreign air carriers of additional assurances required to he mod with DOT and the 

National Transportation Safety Board as part of their plans to assist survivors and families. 

ofvictirns in the event ofan aviation disaster in the U.s,; issuing a notice advising foreign 

air carriers of the applicability of the Air CarrieI' Access Act to their operations to and 

from 1he U.S., effective April 5, 2000; and issuing program guid,mcc on airport 

competition plans. 

May 2000: The Coast Guard concluded the first Intcm<ltiomli Maritime Interdiction Support 

agreement for dockside law enforcement and expeditionary logistics support with Costa 

Rica. Stmilar agreements were expected to be negotiated with selected coastal nations in 

the eastern Pacific and western Caribbean in support:>f drug interdiction operations. 

May 2000; Secretary Slater reported that programs would continue to actively promote the use of 

seal belts and child safety seats. Altl:lOugh progress is being made in efforts (0 assure that 

all Americans usc seat belts, only about lwo~thirds of drivers buckle up. Through several 

initiatives under the "Buckle-Up America" campuign. NHTSA set its sights on achieving 

PrcsidGnt Clinton's goal of85 percent scat belt use by the end of2000 and 90 percent use 

by 2005. 
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May 2000: S(,.'Cretary Slater announced that the "Safe Communi tics" outreach effort has been 

expended. This program recognized tbat individual communities need to take ownership o:~ 

safety initiatives. DOT's goal was to have 1,000 Safe Communities by the end 0[2000. 

May 2000; Dr. Sue Bailey was selected. in a vacancy appointment, to becQme NHTSA 

Administrator, Or, Bailey actually began her term in September. Among her fir.st 

significant activities were appearing as a witness in Congressional hearings, beginning on 

Septerr-:ber 2 L 2000, on the status of an investigation ofFircs-tonc Tires (used 011 light 

trucks and sport utility vehicles). Congress waS trying to determine not only the 

appropriateness of NHTSA'5 conduct of the investigation. but also when Firestone and 

Ford first became aware of tire tread separation probiems. 

May 1,2000: The White House announced an cnd to the policy of degrading the accuracy of 

Global Positioning Systems slgnnls as a security measure, increasing the signals' 

lIsefulp_ess to commercial aviators, boaters and others. 

May 3, 2000: Acting Assistant Administrator/Chief Safety Officer Julie Anna Cirillo of the 

Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration announced that a panel of transportation 

experts would revie\v the Illinois commercial drivers license pl'Ogram. The panel \vas 

created in response to U1inois Governor George Ryan's request to Secrelary Slater for 

assistance in conducting a review of the state's commercial drivers license and driver 

safety programs, 
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May 5,2000: NHTSA released new rules aimed at making vehicle air bags safer and more 

effective with an array of tests designed to evaluate updated versions of the emergency 

restraints, The NHTSA mles were released with a 25-milcs-per-hour crush test for 

unbclted crush test dummies that was also favored by automakers and insurers. 

~ay 9 and 151 2000: SLSDC education initiatives includcd National Transportation Week 

activities, school Web site development, business case studies, and DOT Safety Council 

programs. in Massena, New York. 

May 12, 2000: Secretary Slater hosted a historic conference on the Mississippi Delta that focused 

national attention on the region's economic needs, The conference included keynote 

addresses from President Clinlon, Vice President Gore and key members of Congress and 

the President's Cabinet More than 800 public officials, business leaders and other citizcns 

~)articipmcd, 

May 12,2000: NHTSA issued a t1l1e requiring that future air bugs be designed to reduce the risk 

of serious air bag~induced injuries, particularly for s.mall women and young children. The 

rule also provided for improved rrontal crash protection for all occupants, hy means that 

Include advanced air bag technology. 
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May 16,2000: The FTA signed a full funding grant agreement with the Tri~County Commuter 

Rail Authority of Fort Laudcrdale for commuter rail upgrades. 

May l7, 2000: A NAFTA dispute rcsolution panel heard oralllrgumcnts in :vlcxieo'5 ealle against 

the U.S. over the U.S:s delay in implementing NAFTA's cross-border trucking 

libcrnliwtion provisions in light of DOT's concerns over the safety of Mexican trucks. 

May 22, 2000: Secretary Slater announced that MARAD Administrator Clyde 1. Hart, Jr, would 

serve as the Acting Deputy Administrator of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 

Administration. 

May 22,2000: In Geier VS. American 110m/a .Motor Corp., the U.S. Supreme Court held that the 

MOlor Vehicle Safety Act preempts stale law liability suits against car manufacturers for 

not installing airhags in cars manufacturcO during a period in the 19805 when DOT 

required manufacturers to install a variety of passive restraints in new ears, 

May 22~ 2000: The SLSDC completed its annual Pacesetter awards; Duluth, Minnesota; Burns 

Harbor, Indiana; Oswego, New York; and five tenl1inal operators in U.S. port cities. 
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fv1ay 23,2000: United Airlines and USAirways agreed that United would acquire USAirways and 

spin off most of USAinvays' operations at Reagan National Airport in Washington to 

DCAir, u ne\v comp,my created by Robert Johnson. DOT began analyzing the 

tmnsaction's likely imp;;lct Oil competition ill order to give its views to the Department of 

Justice, 

May 25. 2000: The FTA and FHWA issued a Notice of Proposed RlIlcmaking for the RCV1Scd 

Environmental review and planning regulations that reflected Environmental Justice 

principles. 

June 21	 2000: RSPA announced the largest civil penalty ever proposed against a pipeline operator. 

The $3.5 million civil penalty was against Olympic Pipeline, for safety violations related 

to the June 10, 1999 pipeline railure in Bellingham, Washington, that kiltcd three young 

people. 

June 5, 2000: A one-year extension of the three-year U.S'/Ukraine maritime agreement originally 

signed in 1997 was signed in Kiev during President Clinton's Summit meeting. 

June 5-14, 2000: The SLSDC held a trade mission to Grecce and Turkey, 
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June 13, 2000: The FMCSA issued revised requirements ror marking commercial motor vehicles 

wilh FMCSA-issucd US DOT identification numbers. The revision will enhance highway 

tim..! moior carrier sarety by providing a more consistent vehicle idcnlification method ror 

enrorcement officials and the public. 

j unc 13, 2000: The SLSDC's Lock Operations and Maintel1nocc programs together with two 

additional Office or Adminis1ratioll programs, (Software DeveJopm.cnl and Maintenance 

and the SLSDC Suggestion Program in Massena. New York), were reviewed and assessed 

by London-based Lloyd's Register of Quality Assurance for compliance with ISO 9002 

certification requirements. The latcst certification tics together those SLSDC progmms and 

arcuS already ccrti ficd with the programs recently reviewed by issuing compliance for "all 

operations, maintenance and administration orthe U.S. locks. and contingent U.s, waters 

of the St. Lawrence Seaway." 

June 15, 2000: DOT began the study of Orbitz, a Web site being created by five major airlines, to 

determine whether its organization and operation constiHlte unfair and deceptive praclices 

or un/air competition. 

Junc 21,2000: Secretary Slater announced the award of a $34 million contract for the 

development and deploymcnt ofa Positive Train Control System on II IlO-mlle segmenl of 

the Chicago~St Louis high~speed rail passenger corridor. 
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June 21. 2000; The FAA publisbed u rulcmaking proposal to extend sarety certi ficalion of airports 

to cover facilities served by aircraft with from 10 to 30 scats, except in Alaska. fn addition, 

the proposal contained changes designed to clarify and update safety requirements for all 

certificatcd ail1-)orts. 

June 21, 2000: The first production model of the Traffic Management Advisor went into initial 

daily usc at tbe Minneapolis uir route traffic control center. An elcl1)cl1t of the Free Flight 

Phase I program, the Traffic Management Advisor is a sofhvare tool that allows 

controllers to sequence the flow of air traffic into busy terminal arcas more efficiently. 

June 21,2000: The FHWA relcased its "Mul(i~Ye-ar Anirmativc Employment Progmm Plan" for 

the period 1999-2003. 

June 22, 2000: The FT A signed a full funding grant Jgrecment with the San Diego Metropolitan 

Transit Development Board lor the Mission Valley East light rail transit extension. 

June 26, 2000: The FAA opened a thrcc~day Runway SafelY National Summit as a 

government/industry forum on avoiding surface collisions at airports. On the firSt day of 

the conference, FAA announced that it would provide 25 less-busy aiq)ons with a new, 

more economical version of the Airport Surface Detection Equipment used at high-volume 

facilities. 
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Juno 30. 2000: Secreiary Slalert Acting Federal Transit Administrator Nuria I. Fernandez. fomlcr 

Administrators Theodore Lutz and Carlos Villarcals, American Puhlic Transit Association 

Prcsidclu William [\>1illar, anu CTAA Execlitive Director Dale Marsico launched;l 

celebration of the 40(1; year of the federal transit program, 

June 30, 2000: The Volpe National Transportalion Systems Center~ an intemationally recognized 

cenier of transportation and logistics expertise, celehrated 30 years as part of DOT, serving 

as a link between the transportation and tecnnology communities. 

July 14, lOOO: Denver's Regional Transportation District opcned an 8,7-mile light rail extension, 

July 10,2000; The FRA and the FT A published joint p·olicy guidelines to facilitate the safe 

operation oftight rail transit vehicles on conventional railroad rights-of.way. 

Juty t9, 2000: Secretary Slater announced the start afihe National Mayday Readiness rnitiativc, a 

program using technology to infonn emergency responders more quickly about crasnes, 

July 21, 2000; The FCC approved DOT's petition for "511 ," n traveler information telephone 

number that could be used anywhere in the country. Using [TS resources, it would allow 

travelers to tukc faster, more efficient trips, 
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July 21, 2000: Secretary Slater, Deputy Secretary Downey, disability community leader Justin 

Dart, Deputy Chief ofSturrto the Vlce President Nancy McFadden and fonner Senator 

Robert Dole celebrated the JOIl! anniversary of the Americans with Disabtlittes Act at DOT 

headquarters courtyard. 

July 24,2000: Sccrc1my Slater announced the Rallroad Rehabilitation and Improvement 

Financing Ilrogmm, a $3.5 billion direct loan and loan guarantee program providing 

funding for small railroads, highway~rail crossing elimination programs and railroad 

infrastructure improvements. 

August 2, 2000: The FTA signed a full funding, grant agreement with the New Jersey Transit 

Corporation for the Newark~E1izabeth rail link. 

August 4, 2000: Acting Federal Transit Administrator Nuria L Fernandez and Carlos Coton, 

Director of the Puerto Rico Government Development Bonk, signed the second lransilloan 

ag,reement under TIFIA in the amount of$300 million for the Trcn Urbano rapid rail 

system, 

August 9, 2000: The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration issued a Nolice of Proposed 

Rulemaking to establish pass/foil crileria for usc with pcrfomlance«bascd brake testers for 

trucks ;~nd buses. 
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August 15,2000: In response to recommendations in the March 2000 final report oftbe DOT~ 

wide evaluation of its hazardQus materials programs, the delegations ofauthority were 

changed from the Secretary to the five operating administrations and the Associate Depuly 

Secretary and Director. Office of lntennodalism. The revised delegations were made in 

response to the Secretary's dctemlination that hazardous materials safety would be 

enhanced by placing the focal point ror intemlodal and cross-modal DOT hazardous 

materials program issues with thc Associate Deputy Secretary. 

August l7, 2000: The FTA signed a full funding grant agreement with the Utah Transit Authority 

for a light rail transit link. 

August 22, 2000: A Final Rule was published to extend to all motor carriers, rather than just 

passenger and hazardous nwtcrials carriers; the prohibition against interstate operations by 

motor carriers receiving an unsatisfactory rating. 

September 6~7 .md 13-14,2000: The SLSDC conducted its 12th emergency annual training and 

emergency simulation program, focused on deployment of oil spill booms and related 

procedures, 

September 7, 2000: The Senate passed the Pipeline Safety Improvement Act of2000. 
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September 20, 2000: The FT A signed a full funding grant agreement with the Tri-County 

Metropolitan Tnmsportatiotl District ofOrcgon for tbe interstate MAX light raJl transit 

extension. 

September 25, 2000; The FHWA and FTA issued a joint leuer to state DOTs and other partners il1 

support of the Americans with Disabilities Act. The letter was designed to make partners, 

specifically state DOTs, more aware ofthc incrcnsed emphasis on pedestrian networks in 

ISTEA and TEA·21. 

September 25, 2000: The Coast Guard set a maritime cocaine seizure record by intercepting 

132,000 pounus of cocaine during fiscaJ year :2000, 

September 25.2000; In Adamnd V$, Slater) the U,S, Court of Appeals for the 10(11 CIrcuit upheld 

the constitutionality pftbe Disadvantaged Business Enterprise provisions ofTEA~21 and 

the DOT regulations implcmenting these provisions. This court was the first to rule on the 

constitt:tionality of these provisions since they were revised in the wake of the C ,5, 

Supreme Court's 1995 decision in Adarallti i'S. Ptdia, 

September 30, 2000: FHWA, in support of President Clinton's wclfare-to~work initiative. reported 

that 14 states, the District ofColumbia and Puerto Rico administc~cd 18 on~lhewjob 

training and supportlve services programs designed to prepare low-income individuals lor 

highway constmclion and transportation technology-related careers, 
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September 30, 2000; The FHW A continHed to work in partnership with the National Urbml 

L.eague to address the needs of inner city low~income residents. To date, the FH\V Ai 

National Urban League partnership has realized the establishment of workforce 

development model programs in Baltimore, SL Paul/Minneapolis and tho Kentucky­

Indiana region. State DOTs, highway construction contractors, (;ontractors associations j 

trutning providers and unions are preparing approximately 100 participants to enter the 

highway eonstnlction inuustry. 

October 2, 2000: Secrelary Slater announced that the FHW A had coopera1i ve agreements with 10 

Minority Institutions of Higher Education for transportation research and technology 

activities valued at more than $1.2 mIllion, 

October 2, 2000: The U.S. Supreme Court defiled ;1 court room pelition seeking the reversal of a 

December 17, [999 decision of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia 

upholding the PHWA's decision to build a new, 12-1ane Woodrow Wilson Bridge to 

replace the aging, six-lane sp;m connecting the Washington. D,C, Beltway between 

Maryland and Virginia. 
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October 9-12, 2000; Secretary Slater hosted the internatiollal Trunsportatioll S>mposlum: Afoving 

10 the 2r( Century -!JeSt Practices aJToday WI€/ Lessons Jor Tomorrow, to help create the 

global transportation system of the 2pt century and to allow attendees 10 learn from one 

another by exchanging ideas, strategies and infonnation, The symposium provided a forum 

for conferees from more than 90 nations to share best practices with respect to such issues 

as changing consumer expectations, seamless modal integration, workforce capacity und 

increased demands, e-commcrce and its impact on transportation, inrormation and 

technology advances, safety and security standards and innov.uive financing of multi­

modal transportation systems-. 

October 20,2000: Following more than a decade of environmental and planning studies led by the 

FH WA, construction began on a replacement for Woodrow Wilson Memorial Bridge 

carrying I~95 and I~495 across the Potomac River between Maryland. Virginia and the 

District of Columbia. 

October 23, 2000: President Clinton signed mta law the "Department of Transportation and 

Related Agencies Appropriations Aet, 200]:' The Act provided a record of more than $58 

billion in funding for Ihe nation's vital trausportalion safely and infrastructure investment 

The Aet also created a nationwide impaired driving standard of .08 blood alcohol content, 

which will save an estimated 500 lives a year and prevent tllousands of injuries. 

I (j I 



Ocrober 31, 2000; The FTA signed a full funding grant agreement with the Kcw Jersey Transit 

Corporation for the Hudson-Bergen light rail transit segment. 

November 1.2000: President Clinton sIgned into law the Transportation Recall Enhancement, 

AccounlohililY and Documentarion Act (TREAD) (Pub. L 106-414). 

December 7,2000: President Clinton created a distinct perforrnance~based organization within the 

FAA to handle the management and control of the air traftic system, and gave it the 

incentives and tools to operate more flexibly and cfticicnlly. 

December 20, 2000; DOT and the Dcpanment of Health and Human Services issued planning 

guidelines for coordinated state and local specialized transportation services. 

December 31, '.2000: The Garrett A. Morgan Technology and Transportation Futures Program 

reached three million students in its efforts to inspire them to enter into transportation 

careers. 
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January 2. 2001: PrcsidcnH::lect George W, Bush nominated Nommll Y. Mincta to become the 

nation's J41h Secretary ofTmnsportatlon, 
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