
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December ll. 1995 

MEMORANDUM FOR ERSKINE BOWLES 

FROM: RAHM EMANUEL 

SUBJECT: DRUGS 

Following is a list of possible Presidential announcements we could schedule for the latter 
half of December. 

Release HHS Survey (shows an increase in youth drug use) 

Announce Enhanced Juvenile Prosecution legislation 

Announce Drug-Gun Legislation 

Presidential Directive on School Uniforms 

Radio Address 

Presidential Proclamation on Drunk Driving Awareness Month 

Presidential Directive oil Drug Testing 



December 1995 

Monthly Planner 

Sunday Monday Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 

3 5 6 7 8 9 i 

10 11 
RICE UNIVER

SITY annoUnces 
offer to LEE 
BROWN 

12 13 
GALLUP 

SURVEY (Drugs 
top issue for 
Americans) 

iLEEBROWN 
Retirement ' 

14 15 16 

17 18 
HATCH HEAR· 

INGS onyouth 
drug use " 

19 20 
NICKELODEON 

Interview " 

21 22 23 

0 
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31 

• 

November 95 
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January 96 
SMTWTFS 
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12/11/95 
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. WHITEHOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: ,__,...=-)_-_~.....,;;-___ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BX: <?:L:...rj' 
. , 

-:J \ M,\?::.", (\.\1+ g''(''>Q ~~ \ ~ '~, - ~ It "..1(~.4 "" f;J ~n.;· ~~l.5 J~ SUBJECT: 
, ,. ' I, 

FYI ACTION FYI'AC~ 
'~ VICE· PRESIDENT 0 McCURRY, . GJ 

.,PANETTA ~ 0 McGINTY 0 0 

McLARTY 0 0 NASH, 0 0 

ICKES ~ 0 Q!JINN ,~, '0 
LIEBERMAN '~ '0 RASCO 0 D 
RIVLlN 0 ' REED' :y- O 

'~ 
BAER 

" , 

0 SOSNIK '0 0 

CURRY '0 0 STEPHANOPOULOS ~ D 
EMANU~L .~ ·0 STIGLITZ 0 0 
GIBBONS' 0 0 STREETT 0 0' 
HALE TYSON 0 
HERMAN '0 0 WALLEY, 0 0' 

.. 'HIGGINS "0 WILLIAMS 0 0 

HILLEY ,1Mr' 0 A~~& ~ 0 
KLAIN .. ~'" D 0 0 

LAKE ~ D 0 0 
LINDSEY 0 0 D D 

REMARKS: )', .'AYll VI'~) ~ i'~.> 

RESPONSE: ' 

, , 

" 

. Staff Secretary 
Ext. 6-2702 



J' , 

March 25, 1996 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT, 

FROM: RAHMEM~L~\" 
SUBJECT: DRUGS 

Attached is a letter from Jim Burke, who is Chairman of the Partnership 
. For A Drug-Free America. He thinks it is very important for you to 

see this letter. ' 



i:·'PARTNERSHIP FOR A DRUG#FREE AM~RICA 


JAMES E. BURKE 

Chairrltan 


",March 22, 1996 ' 


'Honorable William J. Clinton ' 

President of the United States , ' 


The White House 

Washington, DC 


Dear Mr. President: 

'I'm wriling you in regards to an opportunity somewhat similar to the one we discussed in your 
offiCe when I brought up the possibility of a bipartisan commission on drugs to be headed up 

, by BilllBennett.Atthat time, you seemed quite,responsive to the idea but 'for alot of reasons 
, it never happened. ' 

It is my underStanding that the Republican Party is moving towards taking a public position on 
the drug"problem which is, at this point, likely to be highly partisan. I strongly believe that 
this is not-only bad for the country, but also bad politics if we end up conflicted on this issue 
along {,arty lines. "This would be highly unfortunate in view of the fact that all our' 
considerable research 'tells us that the countrY is remarkably unified on what needs to be done 

" ,

to help solve the drug problem. '.' 

I discu:;sed with Bill Bennett the possibility of you, Mr. President,making, areport to the 
nation from the Ov'!l-Office, attended by General McCaffrey, Bill Bennett, Speaker Gingrich, 
and Senator Dole that there was strong agreement for a bipartiSan approach to 'the drug issue. 
An announcement would be made that, within 60,days, General McCaffrey and Bill Bennett 
would present their specific recommendations to the President and Republican leadership. I' 
believe,Mr. President, that such an announcement..could have aprofoundly positive effect on 
the drug problem. ' " " , " 

Bill Beimett was excited about the idea and asked me if I would be able to meet with you to , 
discuss it. I was ,convinced in Bill Bennett's belief that lie could persuade Bob Dole to the 
importrnce of this initiative. 

If you feel this Idea has merit, 1would be happy'to play whatev~r role you might designate in 
bringing Speaker Gingrich and Senator Dole to the table. I am morally certaiii that Bill 
Bennett passionately believes that this issue should be a bipartisan one. I am also convinced, 
from my, discussions with Speaker Gingrich and the anti-drug community coalitions he has 
helped to launch, thathe ,~ould agree as well., 

405 LEXINGTON AVENUE· NEW YORK, NY 10174· (212) 922·1560 -FAX: (212) 697·1031 
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Honorablf: William J. Clinton 
, ',,' 

March 22:, 1996 . ';- ", 

Page TWO, ., 

) , 

. ."' " 

I do ,hope you ate iritrig~ed enough with this proposal to permit me:to .meet with you' for 15 
minutes to plead 'my. case, as soon as your schedule, permits. " , ' 

I, am :cun:entlyon vacation and can ,be reached at 801~647-0055 until Sunday afternoon at 
,2:00pm EST when I will depart Salt Lake City and return to New York.' ,After midnight EST ' 
, on Sunday, I can be reached at 212.,751-3134. On Monday, March 25th, I can be reached at 

212-973-3514, at the offices ofthePartnership'for a Drug-Free America. 
t • "," 

',Mr. President, ,with. great respect,I., am genuinely-convinced that this is a significant 
opportunity' for the nation." ' . , 

't' Sincerely, 
I ' 

" ., . 

, " " 

, , 

'JEBel .I 
" 

, " 

, " 

" , 



, , 
'" \'l~. ' • • .", 

,', 

.PARTNERSHlPFO~!tS~Y?':FREE .AMERICA 

JAMES E. BURKE 
Chairman, ' 

April 7th, 1995 

Mr. Leon Panetta 

Chief of Staff 

Executive, Office of the President 

The White'House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, DC 20500 


Dear Leon: ' 

Vernon Jordan suggested that I follow-up the attached letter to the President with copies 
to you and to, Erskine Bowles and Carol Rasco. 

I truly believe that we have an opportunity to make this bi-:partisan approach happen ifwe 
can mov~: expeditiously. I thinkthis is particularly important in view of the pro
legalizatk)ll '\~BC News Special" which aired at 10:00pm last evening. 

I am forwarding to each ofyour offices a Videotape of the program as well as the 
, "Nightline" piece that followed. 

Sincerely. 

JEB:dmp' 

Enclosures 

cc: E. Bowles 

C. Rasco 

V. Jordan,' 

405 LEXINGTON AVENUE - NEW YORK. NY 10174 -(212) 922·1560· FAX: (212) 697·1031 
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'. PARTNERSHIP FOR A DRUG.FREEAMERICA 

JAM'ES E. BURKE 
ChaiTman 

. . 

April 3.1995 

'TheHolilonilile William J. Clinton 
President ., . . 

The Wbite House 

1600 P(~nnsylvania Avenue 

Washington, D.C, 20500 


Dear Mr. President: 

Thank you for meeting with melast TueSday to discuss possible initiatives in regards to 
the drug problem. . .. 

Since y,:>u indicated you 'wished to follow-up on the issue upon your return, I thought it 
might be useful to provide you ,with a specific recommendation which is attached . 

. It is. my beliefth~t Speaker Gingrich will support thi's idea and I know that Bill Bennett, 
John Walters and Bill Kristol agree with me. 

With Admiration and Respect, 

JEB:~mp 
Attachment 

405 LEXINGTON AVENUE • NEW YORK, NY 10174· (212) 922·1560· FAX: (212) 697·1031 
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Recommendation for Bi-Partisan, Private Sector:. Initiative to 1 

I 
Reduce the Demand.for Dlidt Drugs 

_TheProhkm~ The:ero~~nofanti~atti~deS with the oonsequenceofincreasing drug 
. , . . 

,~.. 

The Solullim - Strongbi..partisanJeadership to reach all key constituencies in society in 

order tel reaffirm the importance ofzero tolerance ofdrug trial among our children. 

This re<::ommends that the President schedule a well publicized speech to the nation on the 

drug problem.in America as soon as possible. In attendance could be Speaker Gingrich, 

Benator Dole, Lee Brown and William Bennett. 

The pUipOse ofthis event would be to "showcase» three important messages: 

First - th~t as a country we have madeenolmousprogresson the drug issue in terms of 

r~ucing the number ofusers from 24 million to12 rriillion o~ by 50o/~ over the past 8 . 
. . ( , i. . 

years! This progress was accomplished on a bi-partisan basis ... and many elements of the 

private and public sectors have been involved. The nation's children have been heroic in 

this regard ... :and this is·especially ,important becauSe almost 90% ofcurrent drug users 

started in their teens. 

The 3,000 commu~ty·coal~tions should be recogn!zed as well for their extraordinary 

. efforts :and examples of success, e.g~ The Miami St,Ory might be highlighted. The 

. President would emphasize how important the private sector is as well as federal, state ~nd. 
local governments to this issue. 

http:problem.in


I 

Second',-to remind the country that we still have an enormous problem because of the 

"epi9.emic" of drug u~ge beginning in the '60's and peaJdng in the early '80's (to date 

.al~ost 80milIion "triers") we have created a large pool ofaddicts many of them highly 

disordeiroo.. The results are now embedded in every major social issue that the nation is 

concemed about ... crime ... violence ... A1DS..;healthcare costs ... teenage pregnancy ... ihe 

. homel~;s~etc. TIns coUlltrywill spend a~long'time and a goOd deal ofour w~th in 
.1. . .. ,.... .. ... ", .'. . '.,.. 

CI~rupi!:hef~tso£,tbisperi~o£masSive~onwiih drugs{an estimated 
700A ofthe~~boom~',gerierationha\'etried iUegaldrogs). . , '. 

. . . . 

Furthermore, we see are-emergence ofthe trends ,of the '70's in a sharp increase in the 

trial of:illegal drugs particularly among our youngest children (8th graders who are on the 

, averagf:·13 years old!) These trends are clearly due to a weakening ofanti-drug ~ttitudes 
, t , 

. .... 

by our I:hildren which can and must be reversed on a bi-partisan basis ... and everyone 

must b(~ involved. 

Third ~ t~ announce abi~partisah approa~h to getting "back on track" in conti~uing to 

reduce the trial of illegal drugs by our children. The President would announce the 

establishment of abi-partisan commission (or advisory council) with blue ribbon 
. , . ,

representatives from all key segments ofsociety that, impact on :the problem, to be chaired 

by Bill Bennett. 

The adviso'ry committee will be directed to (working with Lee Brown and ONDCP) 

present to the President in 60 days, a series of recommendations to the President and the 

Congr(:ss as to what initiatives should be taken by the private and public sectors necessary 

to achil!ve and maintain a goal of less than 3% of the public as "regular" or past-month 

drug u~;ers (as defined by SAMHSA Household Survey). This would be a reduction of 

approximately 50% from the current national esti~aies of approximately 6% of the public 

who are "regular" users;- If thi,s could be accomplished, the country will have reduced the 

numbel~ of regular drug users first from approximately 24 million to 12 million, and now 

from 12 million t06 r:nillion. ProgreSs against this new goal would be reviewed with the 

public o~ an annual basis with atarget date ofthe year 2000 or over the next 3 112 yeats. 



, " 

.. 

:1 

I believe this to be achievable based on the carefully tracked experience in Miami, Florida 

where t~ey ~ve achieved a similar goal in less than two }fears. 

As a part of this plan the federal government would riot only track progress nationally, but 

in key dlug marketsllke N~w York,ChlCago,Los ~e1eS.Denver,w8shington D.C.,· ; 
',' 	 , " r, ".' 

, ' 	and ~mi.{OthercitieSmightWishto establish their ~wn goalsUd track progress llSing 

the sanu: statistical methOdologies.} 

, , 

Sumrnar~ - This would bea national commitment upon the part ofthe country to work 

toward n drug'free America. Evefyoile would he asked to play it part,and everyone could 

take satisfaction in the outcOme. 


