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THE WHITE HOUSE Opw,"
WASHINGTON » ‘

December 11, 1995

MEMORANDUM FOR ERSKINE BOWLES
FROM: RAHM EMANUEL

SUBJECT: - DRUGS

Following is a list of possible Presidential announcements we could schedule for the latter
| half of December. '

- Release HHS Survey (shows an increase in youth drug use)
- Announce Enhanced Juvenile Prosecution legislation |
- Announce 'Drug-Gun Legislatioﬁ
- Presidential Directive on School Uniforms
- Radio Address
‘- Presidential Proclamation on Drunk Driving Awareness Month

- Presidential Directive on Drug Testing
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e V ‘ 26‘ pL? ,
‘March 25, 1996
MEMORANDUM TO  THE PRESIDENT
FROM : | RAHM EMANUELQ\CL

- SUBJECT: | DRUGS

Attached is a letter from Jim Burke, who is Chaimian of the Partnership
- For A Drug-Free Amenca He thinks it 1s very important for you to
see thxs letter. -
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'Honorable erham J. Clinton -

“PARTNERSHIP FOR A DRUG-FREE AMERICA

JAMES E. BURKE
Chairman

March 22, 1996

President of the United States
The White House .

- Washington, DC

Dear M. President:

'I’m writing you in regards to an opportunity somewhat similar to the one we discussed in your

office when I brought up the possibility of a bipartisan commission on drugs to. be headed up

. by Bill lBennett ‘At that time, you seemed quwe Tesponsive to the idea but for a lot of reasons
. it never happened -

It is my understandmg that the Republrcan Party is moving towards takmg a public position on
the drug problem which is, at this point, likely to be highly partisan. I strongly believe that
this is not-only bad for the country, but also bad politics if we end up conflicted on this issue

along party lines. -This would be highly unfortunate in view of the fact that all our

considerable research tells us that the country is remarkably umﬁed on what needs to be done
to help solve the drug problem

I discu: >sed w1th Brll Bennett the possrbrlrty of you, Mr Presrdent makmg a report to the
nation from the Oval-Office, attended by General McCaffrey, Bill Bennett, Speaker Gingrich,
and Senator Dole that there was strong agreement for a bipartisan approach to the drug issue.
An announcement would be made that, within 60 days, General McCaffrey and Bill Bennett
would present their specific recommendations to the President and Republican leadership. I
believe, Mr. President, that such an announcement could have a profoundly posmve effect on
the drug problem ‘ A .

Bill Bennett was excited about the idea and asked me rf I would be able to meet with you to .
discuss it. I was convinced in Bill Bennett’s behef that he could persuade Bob Dole to the
1mport.mce of this initiative.

If you feel this idea has merit, I would be happy to play whatever role you might desrgnate in

bringing Speaker Gingrich and Senator .Dole to the table. I am morally certain that Bill

Bennett passionately believes that this issue should be a bipartrsan one. I am also convinced,
from my discussions with Speaker Gingrich and the antr-drug community coalitions he has
helped to launch that he would agree as well :

405 LEXINGTON AVENUE « NEW YORK, NY 10174 « (212) 922-1560 ¢ FAX: (212) 697-1031



Honorable Wllham J Clmton '
- March 22, 1996
Page TWO_ C

ve .

I do hope you are 1ntr1gued enough w1th thls proposal to permlt me to meet w1th you for 15
mmutes to plead my. case, as Soon as your schedule permlts

© ILam: currently .on vacauon and can be reached at 801-647- 0055 unul Sunday aftemoon at

2: 00pm EST when I will depart Salt Lake City and return to New York. After midnight EST -
" on Sunday, I can be reached at 212-751-3134. On Monday, March 25th, I can be reached at-
212 973-3514, at the offices of- the Partnershlp for a Drug—Free Amenca

" Mr. Presi dent wnth great respect I am genumely convmoed that th1s is a s1gmﬁcant
opportumty for the nat10n '

- "Siucerely,

JEBel



Bl PARTNERSHIP FOR A DRUG-FREE AMERICA Coiin =
T oy

JAMES E. BURKE

Chairman . : ' E o “f!:,
April 7th, 1995
Mr. Leon Panetta
Chief of Staff
Executive Office of the Presxdent
~ The White' House ’

- 1600 Pgnnsylvama Avenﬁe, N.W.
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Lécn; |

Vernon Jordan suggested that I follow-up the attached letter to the Presuient with copies
to you and to Erskine Bowles and Carol Rasco. '

I truly believe that we have an opportumty to make this'bi-,partisah approach happen if we
can move expeditiously. I think this is particularly important in view of the pro-
1egalxzanon “ABC News Special” which an'ed at 10: OOpm last evemng

Tam forwardmg to each of your offices a wdeotape of the program as well as the
. “Nightline” piece that followed.

) Sin(;er'ely,

JEB:dmp -

Enclosures

cc. E. Bowles
C. Rasco

V. Jordan -

405 LEXINGTON AVENUE » NEW YORK, NY 10174 »'(212) 922-1560 ® Fax:(212) 697-1031



' PARTNERSHIP FOR A DRUG-FREE AMERICA

JAMES E. BURKE '
Chmrman :

April 3, 1995

* “The Homombl_e Willxam] Clmton | .

President ,
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C- 20500

Dear Mr' President' )

Thank you for meeting thh me 1ast Tuesday to dxscuss possible 1mtlat1ves in regards to
the drug problem. :

Since you indicated you wished to follow-up on the issue upon your return, I thought it -
might be useful to provide you,with a speciﬁc recommendation which is attached.

It is my behef that Speaker Gmgnch will support t}us idea and I know that Bill Bennett
John Walters and Blll Kristol agree with me. :

_q‘

Lo

With Admiration and 'Respect,

JEB:dmp
Attachment
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7 ,Presrdent would emphasu:e how 1mportant the pnvate sector is as well as federal, state and’

Recommendation for Bi-Partisan, Private Sector. Initiative to

Reduce the Demand. for Hlicit Drugs

: 'I_hg__ob_m The: erosron of antr-drug atutudes thh the consequence of i mcreasmg drug
'usage ‘ainong ourchlldren AT

The Sg mro_ - Strong br-parnsan leaderslup to reach-all key constituencies in society in
order to reaﬂ'irm the importance of zero tolerance of drug trial among our children,

This reeommends that the President schedule a well pubﬁciied speeeh to the nation on the
drug problem in America as soon as possrble In attendance could be Speaker Gmgnch,

Senator Dole Lee Brown and Wllham Bennett

The ‘purpose of this event would be to “showcase” three important messages:

Frrst that asa country we have made enonnous progress on the drug issue in terms of |

*reducmg the number of users from 24 rmlhon to 12 million or by 50% over the past 8

-yearsf This progress was aocompllshed ona br-partlsan basis ... and many elements of the -

private and public sectors have been involved. The nation’s children have been heroic in

thrs regard and this is especrally nnportant because almost 90% of current drug users

started in their teens

The 3,000 commumty coahtwns should be recogmzed as well for their extraordmary

' efforts and examples of Success, €. g. The Miaml Story nnght be lughhghted The .

L
local governments: to this issue.
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Second - to remind the country that we still have an enormous problem because of the

- “epidemic” of drug usage beginning in the ‘60’s and peaking in the early ‘80’s (to date

‘almost 30 million “triers”) we have created a large pool of addicts many of them highly

disordered.. The results are now embedded in every major social issue that the nation is

concerried about ... crime...violence...AIDS... healthcare costs...teenage pregnancy' .the

..lhomeless etc. Thls country will spend a long nme anda good deal of our wealth in

cleamng up theresults of’ thxs penod ofmasswe expenmentatxon thh dmgs (an estxmated
70% of the “baby boomer” generatnon have tned xllegal drugs)

Furthermore, we see are—emefgenée of the trends of the *70’s in a sharp inc'reas‘ein the

trial of 1illegal drugs particularly ameng- our youngest children (8th graders who are on the

- average 13 years old*) These trends are clearly duetoa weakenmg of antx-dmg attitudes

'by our children which can and must be reversed ona bl-p isan basxs . and everyone

must be mvolved

Third - to announce a bi-partisan approach to getting “back on track” in continuing to

' reduce the trial of illegal drugs by qur_children. The President would announce the
_establishment of a bi-partisan commission (or advisory council) with blue ribbon
 representatives from all key segments of soc1ety that 1mpact on: the problem, to be chaired
| by Bill Bennett « ‘ ' ' |

B4

- The ad'viso‘ry committee will be directed to (working with Lee Brown and ONDCP)

present to the President in 60 days, a series of reeonunendationste the President and the

~Congre ss as to what 1mt1at1ves should be taken by the private and and public sectors necessary - '

" to achwve and mamtam a goal of less than 3% of the public as “regular” or past-month

dmg users (as deﬁned by SAMHSA Household Survey). This would be a reduction of
approximately 50% from the current natlonal estlmates of apprommately 6% of the public

who are “regular” users: If this could be accomphshed the country will have reduced the

- number of regular drug users first from approximately 24 million to 12 million, and now.

from 12 million to-6 million. Progress against this new goal wonld be reviewed with the

“public on an annual basis with a,t,afget'date of the year 2000 or o?ef«the next 3 lfzvyear's.
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_I beheve this to be achievable based on the carefully tracked expenence in Mlaml Florida

j where they have achieved a similar goal in less than two years

- As a part of thrs plan the federal govemment would riot only track progress natrorrally, but
'm kcy drug markets hke New York, Chrcago ‘Los Angel&e, Denver, Washmgton DC,
" and Miaxmx (Other cmes mrght wrsh to estabhsh thelr own goalsand track progress using
~ the same statrstrcal methodolog;&s ) '

' Summary Tlns would be a national commxtment upon t.he part of the country to work

toward a drug’ free America. Everyone would be asked to play a part and everyone could

take satrsfactlon in the outcome.



