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‘a As zou ‘are - awa:e, the BAT? Has the statutacr znsponaibiri ¥
‘grant or deny. licenses for- impo:ts of unitions’, ' In" carrying
/- out this function, BATF is guided by the views of the: secretary

- 'of 8tate on matters affecting world. pesce, and the - external’
‘fA;g‘lQCutitY and foreign policy of the United States. ‘At prasentr

- . there- are over 250 pending. license zaquesta.ﬁkom Amnrican Eirma

-, . .wishing to import munitions £rom: the states of the former }-g ‘
7. Soviet Union .(FSU). .These. raguests are valued at over $i - :
L billion in patcntial sales, including over saven biiiion rounds
.. et ammunition and 7.6 milliog :iclas and gistoIs.-*' R
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‘,Aaecause o£ tho d:amatic inc:nase in the volnmn aﬁ‘potontial
" imports from the FSU, the Secretaty of Stete has ordered the L
: -Department to. undertake "a ‘thorough study of. the £o:eiqn policy
...~ and national -security. considerations involved: in these .. i
" .." munitions trade: issues.. :;The study will ‘sIsc examine oxfsting
- "gtatutory and :agulatory autho:ities to:.managinq the fﬁﬁ:g
. ."importation of guns into thc-United.Stakes'uith & yiew to
‘*:;detgrmxning whether any changes. qte needbd'to'managa such
. -imports in & more orderly manner, consistent with out £oreign,
véa,policr apd national sccu:ity*tntn:eqtq.”ﬁwwﬁ** ,_; i
S BRI T """-"*33?‘,“" Lot :;'.ﬁ‘f:q!fq“;"’”e@? £ ,'w: :
:;y:rhe Beczetary has -asked: that" thia study he com@leted :
. expeditioualy.. -Until these issues cah be adﬁ:osled,'we wizl A
_! not tecommend approval of any munitions import Ticendes ftom ‘“;.
.- the FBU. “Accordingly, I would also Iike to announce-that the -
" Department is sending to the Treasury Department’'s Buresu of Kﬁ s
;.7 .- Alcobol, ‘Tobacco and Pirearms our!recommendation”that the BATE < mrks;
¥R - deny approval to pending Iicense raquests from Americen £izms s
C#ele vt wighing. to import firearms and. ammupition £:om,3ussig,ana,gthqr
ﬁ§é?ﬁju¥a f;u3tates of the: ESU.«":$:ﬁ;ﬁé'”%““ Wﬂﬁ?a B o5 ”j
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r§1A13.314«~;wa anticipate thet many ‘of tha:Iicense appliaants Wil :asubmit

.;qi .7 --spplications in the near futura. ®Clearing 8way all pending FEU - i?
CE Uy Heenae applications will enabTe the Department to have an HAR A
S .7 : "'accurate understanding of the current magnitude.of the
o -w.}fﬁ;potential impo:ts as we. conduct our revigw,: |
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”naatly. I want to maka eloa: that. some of the. s eculation thet e

L re i went ‘on in-press reports conco:ninq this tssue was. completely e
LT of€ base. At no point did we consider the ides. of i EIRENE
SR »compensating” Russia for halting arms sales o Xnan by ;'“;;;fﬁ;
o0 Capproving these licanses.; “That sort.of Iinkaqe wua nevar éven ‘wq
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