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President May Back National 

Gun Licensing System 


By JAMES RISEN 
TI..ES stAFF WRITER 

President Clinton said Saturday that 
he views the passage of the' Brady bill 

II only the beginning of a mUlh broader 
effort by his Administration to seek 
rweeplng gun control measures. and 
noted that he is considering whether to 
push for a national gu~ hcensin,' system. 

In an interview session with editors 
and executives of The Times, Clinton said 
that he strongly supports a proposal by 

I. FROM SUNDAY EDmONS 

Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D·Calif.) to ban a 
Wide array of assault weapons. and may 
also back proposals to prevent people 
frommodifymg legally Obtained weapons 
so that they operate like machine guns. 

Feinstein's proposed ban is included in 
the Clinton crime bill. which will be 
considered by Congress early next year. 

"The neX'! thing that we ought to do is 
to pass a crime.bill" with the ~ull 
weapon ban included, Clinton said, If we 
an ,et a majority lin Consress) to vote on 
any reasonable version of bannin, usa~t ' 
weapons, then it seems to me that we will 
have crossed a significant divide in ,this 
debate... , Then I think we need to 
review the whole federal gun licensing 
operation. The permiu are 1.00 inaptn
live. land) they're indiscriminately Is
IUed and they override .tate and local 
law." 

In the Wide· ranBiIli leSlion, Clinton 
also, 

• Renewed his pledp not to letk a 
broad·based ,taX to fund biI health care 
reform plan, despiteDlOUnUni critidlm 
in Congress that his current plana to pay 
for huJth reform don't add up, He aid 
\hat he might lIJ'ft to conSfelliOnal 
demands to phase in the financing of biI 
plan more .lowly than he hal proposed. 

• Predlcled that he can conVince the 
tntertainmentindl.lStry to voluntarily 
reduce the levels of violence in fllms and 
on ,television Without forcing him to 
follow lhrough on Atty: Gen. Janet 
Reno~s t.hreat to impose new federal 
Umiu. 
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• Expressed concern that a global trade 
accord may not be reached lin time to 
meet a Dee. 15 US. deadline. He warned 
that France must agree to: .ule iI.s 
critical trade disputes With the United 
States a week before the Dee. ,15 deadline 
to avoid a brea).down in the broader 
ne.otiations. ,,' 

• Warned that tight budget :consttaints 
limit his ability to aid California's falter
iaI economy, and ,expressed I frusU'ation 
that some members of the California 
eonlftSSional dele.ation have voted to 
impose tougher spendin, lir:niU at the 
lime time that they are demandin. that 

fint major gun control leBislation to 
make it t.hrough Congress Since 1968. 

Clinton laid that he sees gun control 
and the broader iuue of crime prevention 
II lOp priOrities for his Administration. 

"If we can't restore the sense of basic 
phySical security to people in their homes 
and on the IU'eeU and their schools and 
their workplaces, it's going to be very 
difficult to have th,e American people 
have the proper state of mind to make all 
the changes we .ot to make to move 
toward the 21st Centw'y." 

Clinton', renewed pledge not to letk a 
broad-based tax to finance his health 

care reform plan comes just as Democrat:;:;.::;;.m;;f;;o~~1ic: leaders in Congress seem increasingly 

[New York City's Repubh~ Mayor
elect. Rudolph W. Giuliani. and sUJ)POrted 
by Los An,eles Mayor Richard Riordan. 
calIin. for either the federal government 
or the states to establish gun Iicensi"l 
andU'aining system. for potential gun 
owners, similar to the Iicensi"l require
ments states now have for mQtoriBLI. 

Clinton laid he plans to uk the attor
ney .eneraito study the idea.; 

"J think we ought to look at some IOrt 
of standards for ownership, just the way 
every Nte does With automObiles," Clin
ton _d. "I think that that really has 
some merit. and that'. probably the next 
place we ought to look, . . . . , 

"'m ,oi"lto have the attorney pner
al ftVleW, make a recommendation to me 
about it. . • _I'm just auaelUnl \hat it 
milht be euier to bave ~ national 
IOvernmentuy you bave to have stand
ardI in t.heIe areas. IIOIDe t.raininI pro

. or education ~ or wbatev
er and then let the Alte fi8W'e,' out .w,to 

do it... .! 


ton aid that With p&IIII Of 
~ which ~ a YIIlUni
.-acty bID, 
period of five bUlinela day•.before band-
run .bUyers can receive a ,weapon. the 
poUUcl of run control Ite'IIl to bave 
undeTiont a liINIicant ahift in favor of 
aou,her meuures. He noted \hal even 
lawmakers from ruraJ N"'. tnc:.ludinl 
Ilia bame Nt.e of ArkanIU; jolned urban 
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........t.DrS to support the ,meuure. the 

wary of endorsing the Administration's 
financing plan. The White House health 
plan relies heavily on reapin. laVinp 
from steep CULl in the rate of growth of 
Medicare and MediCaid as a way to avoid 
bavi"lto propose broader tax increues. 
The taxes in the current plan are limited 
to a 75 cenLl-per-pack ciprette tax and a 
levy on corporations that do not join the 
federally sponsored huJth system. 

"All this skepticism about the financ
ial. you know, is rooted in the conviction 
that America must always have the most 
aptnsive .beaJth care 1)'Item' 'in the 
world, and that it must ~ the mo.t. 
aptnsive for irrational, not rational rea
IOnS, and that any attempt to curb it is 
cruy," 

Clinton aid lUI criticl can't ~)jeve 
that ,....e can fix, wbat's bad about the 
JyItem. Without hurttna what'.IOOd." 

Yet faced with DlOuntiftl resiIW:Ice on 
the laue, Clinton aid that II loneu 
Con,rea .... the basic ....tion next 
,ear, he milht acree to let Consrea 
work out lODIe 01. the c1etl.lls of t.be 
ftnanc:inJ of bealth care reform in 18. 

lleanwh1Je, Clinton made it dear \hat 
he hopes to lake advantqe of .biI dOle 
UNto Hollywood to c.tJoJe the ent.ertain
II'ltnt industry to tone down faIm and 
television Violence before Wuhincton 
baa to lake toucher action. In October, 
Atty. Gen. Reno WII'IM!d \hat jf the 
indUllry didn't clean up ita act, "lOvern
ment action will ~ imperative." 

I 



He noled that when a lIOCiety has a 
significant underclass of people who fe<el 
"dysfunctional" and alienated from the 
larger culture. then the people involved 

with developing the popular entertain

ment for the masses have a lPKial 


. responsibility. A "mindless assai.llt on the 

baSIC Institutions of the society is irre

sponsible" by film and t.eleviaion, he 

'noted. ". 

Sull. Clinton. who spoke at a Demo· 
crallC fund· raiser Saturday night at 
Creative Anists Agency. a powerful Hoi· 
Iywood institution, tried to strike a con· 
ciliatory note on film violence during the 
interview. 

"You start with an outstretched hand, 
not With a clenched fist," Clinton laid. 
"Most people I know out here . . . really' 
want to do' something," Clinton laid. 
..And I thmk most of these folks are 
smart enough to know they can make a 
bunch of money Without making the 
fabriC of society weaker." 

He 5ald that Reno was trying to 
"engage the American producers in en· 
tertainment-who are better at that than 
anybody on eanh-in I constructive 
dialogue about how we can use these 
same forces to recreate the conditions of 
civilized behavior." 

But the main purpose of Clinton's trip 
to Los Angeles was to highlight 'his 
AdminisU'ation's efforts to aid slumping 
California. Clinton clearly believes the 
state is critical both to the success of his 
domestic poliCies, as well as to his 
political future. The President met with 
aerospace \.oorkers Saturday at Rockwell 
Internalional in Canoga Park, I day after 
his Ad"IlinisU'ation unveiled'50 million in 

, new defense conversion projects. 
Clinton eoneeded that his California 

initiatives are inadequate to solve the 
state's economie woes. 

"No, it's not enOUlh money 10 do what 
needs to be done, but liven the amount of , 
money we have It the national level" 
California is doing very very well in
deed." Clinton said. But he SUUested that 
many members of the California congres
sional delegation were hypocrltiC:al on the 
laue when they voted to impoee even 
IOUIher IPfnding timi&.s on Clinton in lat.e 

November at the lime time they were 
asking for more aid. 

The sPending limit measure, which 
c:aJled for Clinton to eutan additional .90 


, billion from the budget over five years. 

failed in: the House. but similar budset 

restraint meaSures. including a balanced 

budset amendment to the Constitution. 

are likely to eome up early next year. 

"A number of members of Con8'l"flS 
froin California voted for it because they 
thought !that's what their people back 
home wanted." Clinton said, "(but it 
would have imposed) further defense 
conversion cuts, pretty much ended the 
prospect. of health care reform and un
dermined our ability to invest more 
money in California." . 

On foreign .policy matters. Clinton 
conceded that he has made a aeries 

of errorS. He singled out. as In example. 
allowing the humanitarian mission in 
Somalia to be U'anJ1ormed into a quasi· 
police effon to hunt down Somali warlord 
Mohammed Farah Adid. Yet in another 
regional conflict. Bosnia, he noted with I 
sigh. "What J don't know i8 whether 
there is 'anything else I could have done 
10 ~ our original policy prevail." 

He hinted that he doesn't fol"flH goin, 
beyond the AdminisU'ation', current pol· 
icy on BOsnia in the near future. 

"I think what we've done is about all 
we could have done there," Clinton laid. 

Clinton alsO still ~med to be smarting 
from tJ:le public· relltions fiasco that 
....mmed from his infamous haircut. on an 
earlier Visit to Los Angeles. When asked 
how he: feels the media is treating him 
Ioday, €linton laid that he believes the 
press cover.,e of his Administration has 
improved in recent months. But Clinton 
laid ~t early in his t.em the press 
teemed; det.ermined 10 make him look 
lilly, and cited the airport. baircut u an 

. prime example. 
"You, know when Iwa out here lin 

Mlyl and they made that lOWly bolus 
.Iory about me delaying air ru,h&.s and 
IftUng 'a .200 haircut.. neither of which is 
true. 

'"The: haircut wu under t2OO, took 10 
minuteS and didn't delay any air ru,hu." 


