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Chicago tot's, 

, " ' .. , ',' ·kill"'·ers"
young ...... '., .'. 

testsystem 
'Handing down a SenteriCe 'thatJits 

1 the cnm",e l'S' 'n'ot alU1ays easy. " " 
ESpeciallY,when the 

.n, 

offenders. 
, ' ,'5 c. t tall , arent even ' lee . ' 

) 	 , 

By Debbie Howlett. ' - . 
USA TODAY , 

CHICAGO' - The murder 
was ,brutal and sbocking:· Two 
boys, ages 10 arid ,ll,dropped a 
5-year-old fi'om the 14th-Jloor 
window of abousing' projeCt 
last year because he. re~ to 
steal candy for them. '. ".. 

Today, Juvenile Court Judge 
carol Kelly'inust~hand down a 
sentence Hiat fits 
,the crime as well as 

'~:r ~~~'is~~t 
5 feet~. 

, ' It's, not an easy. 

Alliance. "The problem we're 
fa<;ed with, now is that the age 
at which kids are capable of 

, ,very /ierious violence seerns to 
" be marcbing down." 

, And the latest crimes seem 
to confirm that trend: 
, ... Victoria Dalton, '13, of San. 
AQtonio .was. ,sen~ced ,this/. month, to 14 years instatecus
tody alter sbe was convicted of 
smothering a 2-year-old and 5.0 

, 	 month-old left in ber care last. 

. 	 " 
his father's ritle because sbe . , . 

,was,annoying him. Brandon 
. probably will Spend the next 11 . 
y~ in state custody at a' juve- ' 
nile facility rather ,than an ' 

' 	adult prison. '. ' ' . 
..... TonyHlcks; 14,:of Los An· 
geles is awaiting trial in adult 
court' in the ambush slaying 
and robberY of apm delivery 

.decision.' 
In Illinois. as in 

most states, cbil 
dren under 13 can

. riot be sent to adult 
prisons. So they are 

:sent,to state facUi· 
ties that often can't 
bandle their prob

' AI' 

' Eric: Dropped from 
14th-floor ,ltVindow 

.' 
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.' 

is "deaUilg with the symptorns . 

,\. '~!ng~::r~~~f~f Justice' 

study $OWS that 96% ofotfenQ
ers under 15 are never arrest

:'~a~~::'2% becOme h~bit- ,\ 

In Chicago; the. boys, who 
have not been identified, lured " 
Derrick Lemon, 8,.and his little. 
brother, Eric Morse, to, an, 
abandoned 14th.Door apart- , 
ment in the South Side housing 

" ',' 	 complex' ,und,er the guise of, 
sbowing them, a clubh~use. 
Theboystoldpolice they then 

, attacked Eric beCause be had 
gotten them .in trouble and reo , 
fused to, steal candy for the~ , 
, , In cOurt last mo~th, Det:n7k 

man.: He faces a life sentencesSid be rilCe;d down the ,stairs 
in prison if cOnvicted. . of the h~r.isf! while the boys , 

' I ' ... Antwan Uttle, 
14; convicted In CiIr 

::!3!/':~1I~: .... 
.rY~ut restaurant.. 
OWDe" ~ a bungled 
robbery, was sen
tenced to, seven 
.yearS. Obio law for

' bids the state· from 
keeping young fel

,ons beyondrage 21. 
During the past 

,10 years, thenuIn
ber of bomicides . 

terns, or they~simpty.aresent' committed by children iige 12" 
home on probation. " , and linder grew by 125% - a. 

" In rare caSes; violent otJend- total of 39' in 1994 -while the 
ers ,under 13 are sent to juve-Juvenile population. bas de

, nile reSidential·facilities inIn~ 
dIana, 'or ArizOna. They are 
released, with dean recoros, 
by the time 'they turn 21. 

Anti-crirrie activists, say .time 
in "kiddie jail" is no longerade
quate for a nation on the brink 

, elined. ", ,,' 
' - , What Viorries activists like 
Wooton are V;S. Ce~,projec-
lions that show the juvenile 
population rising to 33~8 milliOn 
in the year 2010, a sharp In
crease trorri, 27.1 'million. in 

of an ,unprecedented' youth·., 1990: In response to the grow-, 
crim~ wave. . lng f!Qocern, at least 20 states 

"Kids are very, capable of are conslderingan overhaul of 
committing ad!Jlt crimes," says . juvenile criminal codes. ' 
Jim Wooton' of the Safe Streets'. ,~veraJalready baVEl taken 

. 

action. ,ID ,Wisconsin, a 16·year· 
old now may be tried for, any ( 
Serious crime' as an adult and 
~nt to a state, prison. New, 

, 	York children as young as 7' 
can be tri~" for. murder in' 

{ adult court. . 
. And in ~uri, prosecutors' 
now are fl'ee to, cbarge anyone 

Ryan. AI' 

In Oregon City: Braocton Roses, 
10, was COIivicted in the shoot· 
ing de81h of his S-year-old sis

. tar. He said he shOt her I:Je.; 
calise she was annoying him. 
, 
t>e'tried as an adult makes Cbit· 

: dten subject to the same penal
ties as adults rather than the 
more leruent juveriile' penal· 
ties. The age at which someone 
can be tried as an adult varies 
from state to state. , 
' Imposing·barsb penalties on" 
youngcriminalsd;ltes back 200 
years: The YQungesti persOn 
ever executed in the USA waS 
a 12-year-old CoMecticut girl 
banged in 1786 after killing' a 

. as an adult, regardless of age. 'baby left in her care.' , 
Sucb get-tough ta~cs baye "What it retlects is enor· 

strong public support: 60% say' mous frustration, even' centu
a 	 teen' convicted of murder',· ries ago, with ,kids who do hor· 

, year. Sbe may be sent to adult, should get the death penalty, rible tbings," says Victor' 
p~n next year. .' according to A USA TO· 'Streib,' a Cleveland State Uni·, 

... ~randon Roses,. 10, was DAY/~/Gallup Poll. ' . versity.criminologyprofessor. 
, conVIcted last w~k ~ a, non- A National UJw Journal poll But Thomas· Blom~rg, a 
jury,trial in Portland, Ore., for last year showed 40% of, juve- Florida State, University pro- . 
the murder of his 5-year-old nile, judges favor ti'y:ing .l4-fessor,' sayS imprisOningchil
sister .. He sbotbis sister with y~r-old children as adults. To, dren wbo ~ be rehabil;itated· 

dangled Eric, frO~ the window. , , 
.When the' prosecutor ;asked,

~ck.wb:;h~ ~.do~'~e," 
stairs, 'Derrick repUed:'"1tri@ 
to catch him:' , " ~''J..'i, 
' The Cn1elt}/~f the act c:tre~ 
national alLtention. President 
Clintolireterred to the incident , 
in a ~h 'on crime. " , 

Just tWo weeks before Eric 
pluDged tobisdeath, ll~year-, 
old RObert "YummY" Sandifer 

' was shot to death after police 
named him a suspect. in ,the',
gang-relBtedshootingof a 14- ' 
year-old girL Two fellow gang 

' ~emberS, ages 14 and 16, were ; 
arrested S!Ild cbargect In adult, 
,court with murderlngSandifer ' ' 
to silence him.', ' , 

'In the :Eric Mo~ caSe, de
fense'lawyers argued that the . 
convicted b~~now 11 ,and 12, ' 
·also were: VIctims. ',' , 

BOth{ lIave lived In,public, 
bousing with single mothers all ' 
their livES. At least one of the ; 
boys' fatners is ill prison. 'One ' 
of them bas had six dQCUinent· , . 
ed rUn-ins with:pOlice. ',~ ':' •. 

Both boys are funCtionally ii- . 
Uterate with ',extremely' ,lOW ' 

, IQs. One bas t>een deScri~ as • 
mildly retarded; The older bOy • 
Dunked four fourtb-grade ' 
classes and stiD was promoted.' 
'~ul Mones/author of When 

aChild Kills; says society might . 
feel better punishing the,diU· ", 
dien wino make egregious Mis- , 
takes, but prison.will only bard- '" 
en 'the:mand :,forge :a'new 
generalion ofcrimi~ " ' 

"It's tragic that· this ..boy 
(Eric) . lost his life," Mones 
says. "The question is whethe~ 
we w.mt to throwaway two 
more Jlives.' ' 
---:..---------''--....: 
Contributini Gary Fields 
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Free speech case: Contractorvs. government
. " ~ ,-' .\ . . '.' . 

" '~.., '1.. t jj... . By Tony Mauro . of-cutting off contracts can be Umbehr's articles were not 
USA TODAY , used as a censorship tool. . . mfld. He accused commisSion

. "Members'of the public do ersof violating open ineetings 
Most small towns have a . not. lose- their .Fim Amend- lawS, attacked the road depart

· glidlly ·like . Keen Umbehr of _ ment rights. m!lrely becaUse . rrient and criticized a propoSed 
· Alma, Kan.: someone 'who goes- they enter into government· Increase In landfill user ~tes: 
to all the government meetings . contracts," says Bruce Ennis, .. "I became a real pain in their .. 
and peppers the local newspa- lawyer f9r Planned Patent-·. backside," Umbehr says. 
per with letters attacking' the hood Federation of America. Umbehr has recovered 
local powers that be. . Plarined Parenthood, which Some of the loss by getting busi
· But' Umbehi' was no ordl- operates 925 health clinics na- neSs with towns. His wife, Ei-·· '  . nary burr in'the saddle of Wa.:. . tionwide with at least partial leen"often'drives the· truck' 

.. baunSee County commlsslon- government-fundirig,has a'lot' . while he loads trash. His com- " 
ers; He was also the county's at stake 'In the Umbehr case .. pany...has one other,employee.· 

. - trash· collector; and after two .. Clinics in Minnesota, 'Georgia; , Donald Patterson, the com· 
years of taking his criticism, . Kansas: Texas and New York ml$loners' lawyer, says he will 
the' coriurif$loners 'voted. In -.: have already lost gOvernment. argue that "Umbelir used the C 

en
'1991 to terminate hIS Contract _ . . . '. ByShanoK~.AP .. money because'of the group's Fim Am~ndment as a'club,a ~ 

',- -. . Not surprIsIngly, Umbehr TraSh case taken to hlgh8stcouri: Keen Umbehr's suit involves advocacy of abortion rigllts. . means of extortion, to keep his --i 

.' remaIned vocal; and tDday the: the. Prote!:tiori of government 'contrlIctors' First Amendment rights .. ·· . Urribeh~says h~ e~lains'the . comlletitlveadvantage.~"'He 
U.S. SUpreme Cour:t debates· . '.' . .'.~ ..... . .' ISSUe. to hIS four children' this . says Umbehr's. contract was. 
Whether his llririg violated his . Government employees gim. . . Free·speech. advocates,way: "I ask them if it would be ended to reduce costs..' '" 
right to freedom of speech. . erally /carl't be llred for ·ex· . joIned by the alnton admin!s-' . right to lire someone because " Adds Patterson, "15 govern::

,- '.. 
The 'case hail Implications. . p~lng theIr views. The Fim tratlon, WOrTy that If Umbehr he was a Baptist ora member ment required to favor the guy . 

for, thousands of government . Amendment protects them un- . loses and contractors are given of some group, and then I ask, who Is vocal?". .0 

contractors . and government· less theIr .speech seriously 1m- less Fim Amendment protec· 'can they lire. me beq!use I . The high court is expected to I" 
funded entities na,tionwide. . paIrs operations or morale. tlon than employees, the threat wrote an article?" rule on tile ~by June. . ~.' 

Jesse~JacksonJr.is on today's ballot in Chicag() 
-", . . " .......... ,.... Natl~n of lsiam leader louis
By Bob'Mlnzeshelmer The late.1 ChiCago Tljbune' 


r 
i.' 

USA,TODAY . poll conducted two weeks ago 
 . Farrakhan. . 
. . showed Jackson leadi.ng 'state . - The district,· where . abOut 

. In ChIcagO he's mown'as . Senate Minority Leader 'Emll two-thlrds of voterS are black, 
"Junior" -:- as 10 Jesse JacksOn. -' JoneS; 33%.to 20%. Thlrty·live . stretches from the south side of 

: Jr. But today' the son of the two- percent we.re undeCIded. . . ChIcago to more aMuent sub- .;., time presIdential· candIdate Jackson has been a. Dem!>"  urbs. 
and civil rights leader Is asking . cratlc national Committeeman Perhaps no other district has 
voters to make him Congress-for seven years. and worked In had more embarra$ing lead· man Jackson. _ congressIonal campaigns. He ers 10 COngress. For 12 years, It 

In his 1Ii'st bId for elective of·.· has a law degree and a. mas was rep~nted by Savage, 
lice, Jackson, 30, faces three . ter's In theology, and' he has who survived charges of abse~ 

, . Democratic ~te . legislators. been lIeld director of the Rain tee\sm, sexual harasmtent and . 
All are older and more politi. bow Coalition, his father's poUt· anti-Semitism until' Reynolds . 

\ ' cally experlenced'thanhe. leal organimtion. .. ..beathim, on a t1:Ilrd try, In 
. They. have accused hIm of . He combInes his father's " .1992. But Reynolds, a former 

trading on hiS father's name In soaring and rhyming oratory . Rhodes Scholar, ran into prob
· a bId to replace former repre- with detailed charts .that ~ljnk lems. He's now serving a live

\ ~ sentatlve Mel Reynolds, who unemployment with . what he By_A. 0..... O1IaIgoS ..... 11moavlaAP year jail term for having sex 
· resigned last month after beIng. ealls the growing "jall·industri· '. Name recOgnition lights his way: Jesse Jackson Jr; sPeaks at True , with ·a, 16-year-old campaign 
convicted of sexual a.buse. . at complex." Vine B8ptIst Church Sunday inDixmoor, 10., a Chicago suburb. . worker. 

The general election is Dec. ButJones, 60; a 22-year vet· .... ' . '. " . Says the: Rev. Alvin Love,. . . . 

-12, but today's Democratic pri·- eran of the I1Unois Legislature, . leaders, which could be a key .' Jones' ties to Chicago 'Mayor pastor of UlydaleFim Baptist 

mary Is tantamount to election says; "If he was Jesse Smlth,hefaetol" If voter turnout is as low RlchardDaley; and state Rep .. Church: "The feeling out there 

'in a district sO Democratic that wouldn't even be a blip on tlie as ollicials predict: below 20%. Monique ·Davls, '59, who says Is thatreaIly, no matter who 

PresIdent alnton won 80% 'of . screen." Jones is endorse<! by, AlSo running: state Sen. Alice .she is endorsed by f0mter rep- wins, we're goIng to be .the bet


· Its voteS In 1992.' .' the party's ward and township . Palmer, 56, who has attacked' resentative Gus Savage. and ter for il" . 
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http:leadi.ng
http:Jesse~JacksonJr.is
http:ByShanoK~.AP

